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Your participation helps Hope Hospice care for more than 
2,000 East Bay neighbors each year. Money raised through 

and helps keep grief support, dementia education, and 
caregiver resources available to the public at no charge.

HIKE      HOPEfor
MAY 4 Del Valle Regional Park, Livermore

Register Today! 
TheHikeForHope.com

Self-paced hike    Barbecue lunch    Lawn games    
Raf f�le prizes    Silent auction    Fundraising

. .
. .
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N
ow that the primary election 
is officially in the books, 
let’s take a closer look at the 

certified results for contests relevant 
to the Tri-Valley.

While the races were interesting, 
there weren’t really any nail-biters 
here at the local level in the March 
5 primary election. Basically all of 
the Election Night numbers tracked 
with the final outcomes, even as both 
Alameda and Contra Costa counties’ 
election departments issued multiple 
updates over ensuing weeks.

Take the Zone 7 Water Agency 
Board of Directors: Current direc-
tors Laurene Green (32.86%), Kathy 
Narum (25.81%) and Sandy Figuers 
(24.31%) held their positions com-
fortably for the three full terms on 
the ballot. Despite an assertive cam-
paign, challenger Alan Burnham 
couldn’t make enough headway and 
finished outside with 17.02%, or 
more than 6,700 votes back.

One lesson here is the power of 
incumbency for local elections. Keep 
that in mind as you watch who the 
BART board picks in the coming 
weeks to temporarily replace John 
McPartland, who resigned as the 
District 5 director in the Tri-Valley. 
That person will have a significant 
edge — on name recognition alone 
— heading into the November gen-
eral election for that same seat.

The appointment momen-
tum could come into play if the 
July 2 recall is successful in ousting 
Sunol school board trustees Ryan 
Jergensen and Linda Hurley, which 
would lead to two new people being 
named to their seats. Same could 
go for Alameda County district at-
torney, if the recall campaign against 
Pamela Price qualifies for the ballot 
and ultimately wins.

Oh, wait. Back to Zone 7: Can’t 
overlook that Cathy Brown trounced 
Seema Badar 82.21% to 17.79% for 
the two-year short term on the water 
board.

Comfortable margins was really 
the theme of the primary for our 
coverage area.

The closest contest by my count 
was the Alameda County Superior 
Court judgeship won by Mark Fickes 
at 55.22% over Michael Johnson at 
44.78%.

I can’t wait to find out what Terry 
Wiley, who won the other judgeship 
after being on the ballot uncontested, 
decides to do given he was hired some 
four months ago as the inaugural in-
spector general for the San Francisco 
sheriff ’s department. He hasn’t an-
nounced which job he’ll choose.

Alameda County District 4 Super-
visor Nate Miley easily dispatched 
with progressive challenger Jenni-
fer Esteen (60.71% to 39.29%) to 

win a seventh consecutive term. His 
district includes a large portion of 
Pleasanton.

District 1 Supervisor David 
Haubert, the Tri-Valley’s other rep, 
had to appear on the ballot despite 
being unchallenged because there 
were other contested supervisor elec-
tions this March. He won, of course.

That rule also led to Alameda 
County Supervisor Elisa Márquez 
appearing on the solo ballot for 
a two-year position for District 2 
(completing the unexpired term of 
the late Richard Valle).

Though not in our area, we will 
be watching the supervisor runoff 
coming in November for Alameda 
County District 5 between Nikki 
Fortunato Bas (34.05%) and John 
Bauters (20.70%).

The two Alameda County-wide 
ballot measures passed easily: 
Measure A, to change the county’s 
job announcement period, 59.47% 
Yes to 40.53% No; and Measure B, 
amending the county recall regula-
tions, 64.45% Yes to 35.55% No.

Of the local representatives to state 
and federal legislatures, the only in-
teresting campaign was State Senate 
District 5 for the southern Tri-
Valley east into San Joaquin County. 
Republican Jim Shoemaker (43.7%) 
will face former congressman Jerry 
McNerney (D-Pleasanton) who 
earned 33.2%.

The final contest could come 
down to who picks up votes of third-
place finisher, Stockton Democrat 
Carlos Villapudua (23.1%), and what 
the splits are like between the two 
counties (McNerney was 38.1% to 
Shoemaker’s 36.5% in Alameda, and 
they were flopped in San Joaquin 
with Shoemaker at 46.6% and 
McNerney at 31.2%).

The other contested state race was 
a shoo-in for runoff, with both candi-
dates automatically advancing to the 
general election: Assembly District 
16 incumbent Rebecca Bauer-Kahan 
(D-Orinda) was 65.5% to challenger 
Joe Rubay (R-Alamo) at 34.5%.

Federally, Tri-Valley Democratic 
U.S. Rep. Eric Swalwell (66.7%) will 
compete against Republican Vin 
Kruttiventi (17.6%) on Nov. 5 for 
Congressional District 14.

But of the trove of percentages 
from the March 5 election, the set 
that stands out the most to me? 
Turnout.

Alameda County reported only 
35.17% of registered voters cast bal-
lots (330,304 people out of 939,274), 
while Contra Costa County saw 
slightly better at 37.94% participa-
tion (269,462 people out of 710,254 
registered).

Let’s hope those totals tick up dra-
matically in November. 

About the Cover
With locations in Dublin and Livermore, Casa Orozco has been a staple in the 
Tri-Valley restaurant scene for decades. As the family business recently hit its 40th 
anniversary, its owners reflect on their growth and service over the years. Photo 
by Nicole Gonzales. Cover design by Paul Llewellyn. Vol. XXV, Number 12

Election certified

WHAT A WEEK
BY JEREMY WALSH
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Streetwise ASKED AROUND TOWN

Bronco Hinek, with Rudy 
Facilities manager

If I see people who are in need of help for any reason at all, 
I’ll stop to help them, even if it is at my own expense, or 
out of my way or coming home to my beautiful wife with 
cold takeout. She understands that my attitude is that “if I 
don’t help, who will?” She loves me for that mentality, and 
I love her for that right back.

Rich Overby
Sales

I always try to include outsiders into my conversations by 
finding some common ground and drawing them in. I’m 
able to do this by being friendly and outgoing and finding 
things I have in common with them. Works every time and 
makes for great, meaningful conversations.

What do you do to make a positive impact on others?
Peyton Baldwin
Elementary school student

Whenever I’m at school and see someone who looks 
sad, I try to cheer them up by saying, “Will you play 
with me?”, and they often say, “Yes I will play with 
you!” I also ask them if they are OK. If they respond 
that they aren’t, I help them by telling my teacher. I 
also like to give hugs to my family and friends when 
they are sad for one reason or another.

Michelle Lawton
Beertender

I enjoy walking down the street with a really big smile 
on my face, and wishing everyone I see a really great 
day. I just try to be nice. And people really do seem to 
appreciate that.

Zack Toney
IT experience manager

I just try to be a good person and to treat everyone 
I meet as I want to be treated by others myself. It’s 
actually pretty easy to do.

Have a Streetwise question? Email editor@PleasantonWeekly.com

The Pleasanton Weekly is published every Friday by Embarcadero Media Foundation, 5506 Sunol Blvd., Suite 203, 
Pleasanton, CA 94566; (925) 600-0840. Mailed at Periodicals Postage Rate, USPS 020407. 

The Pleasanton Weekly is mailed upon request to homes and apartments in Pleasanton. However, in order to continue 
delivering you the news you depend on, we encourage you to become a paid subscribing member.  
Go to www.PleasantonWeekly.com/subscribe to start supporting the Pleasanton Weekly today.   

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Pleasanton Weekly, 5506 Sunol Blvd., Suite 203, Pleasanton, CA 94566. ©2024 
by Embarcadero Media Foundation. All rights reserved. Reproduction without permission is strictly prohibited.

—Compiled by Nancy and Jeff Lewis

In-person or virtual  
visits at LPSR Pediatrics 
genpeds.stanfordchildrens.org

Our 65+ Bay Area locations  
let us peek at a lot more boos.

PLEASANTON GARBAGE SERVICE 
FREE COMPOST GIVEAWAY
When: Saturday, April 20th, 2024 9am - noon  
Where: 3110 Busch Rd (in front of PGS office)  
Limit: 1 bag per Pleasanton household,  
ID required for proof of residency

Drive thru event while supplies last.  
Open your trunk or hatch and 
a PGS team member will load 
compost into your vehicle.

PGS phone: 925-846-2042  
PGS email:  
info@pleasantongarbageservice.com
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Newsfront
State of the City

Dublin Mayor Melissa 
Hernandez is set to deliver her 
State of the City address at a 
luncheon event May 1 at the 
Shannon Community Center. 

In her speech, Hernandez 
“will share the financial outlook 
of the City, along with key ac-
complishments from the past 
year (and) highlight important 
projects that have shaped, and 
will shape, the future of Dublin,” 
city officials said. 

For tickets and more informa-
tion, visit dublin.ca.gov.

Wine & Wags
Livermore Valley Wine 

Community is looking to bring 
together wine lovers and their 
pooches for the Wine & Wags 
special event at Vasco Row this 
Sunday (April 14) from 12-4 
p.m.

“Ticket holders will receive a 
GoVino logo wine glass and two 
wine pours at each participating 
winery,” organizers said. “Dogs 
will enjoy free treats, includ-
ing ‘yappetizers’ and ‘pup cups,’ 
photo booths and a belly rub 
station. Look for food and pet-
themed gifts available for pur-
chase as well as free, live music.”

Nine local wineries are set to 
take part, along with eight pet 
product vendors and six animal 
rescue organizations to promote 
pet adoptions. Learn more at 
LVwine.org.  

‘Relevance of Poetry’
The Tri-Valley Writers club 

is hosting its monthly meeting 
next weekend, with regional 
poet Gillian Wegener serving as 
the guest speaker.

A published poet and cur-
rent president of the Modesto-
Stanislaus Poetry Center, 
Wegener is set to present “The 
Relevance of Poetry in Our 
Everyday Lives ... or Poetry and 
why it makes our lives better,” 
according to club officials.

The event is scheduled for 2 
p.m. next Saturday (April 20) in 
Room 2470 of Building 2400 at 
Las Positas College in Livermore. 
To register, visit trivalleywriters.
org. 

Quilters meet
Amador Valley Quilters mem-

ber Rhondi Reeves is set to serve 
as the featured speaker at this 
weekend’s club activities. 

Reeves will be talking about 
samples of her quilt designs dur-
ing the club’s monthly meeting 
from 1:30-3:30 p.m. Saturday 
(April 13) at Pleasanton 
Middle School, and then lead-
ing a workshop teaching about 
Thimblecreek’s House Quilt 
on Sunday (April 14) from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Bothwell 
Arts Center in Livermore. Go 
to www.amadorvalleyquilters.
org. 

DIGEST

BY CHRISTIAN TRUJANO

T
he city of Pleasanton has 
announced the appoint-
ment of an interim police 

chief who will take over in May 
and lead the Pleasanton Police 
Department until the city hires a 
permanent replacement for outgo-
ing Chief David Swing.

Gina Anderson — chief of police 
for the city of Newark — will begin 
her new position at Pleasanton PD 
on May 3, according to a city press 
release on April 4. 

“With more than three decades 
of law enforcement service, Chief 
Anderson brings a depth of expe-
rience to the interim post,” City 

Manager Gerry Beaudin said in the 
press release. “I have tremendous 
confidence in her ability to lead our 
police department as we continue 
to deliver the first-rate protection 
and services our community is ac-
customed to.” 

The news that Swing was leaving 
the PPD first broke at the beginning 

of March after he announced he 
accepted an executive director 
position at the East Bay Regional 
Communications System Authority. 
Swing is stepping down from 
Pleasanton on May 2 and set to 
begin his new job later that month, 

Newark PD’s Anderson picked as 
Pleasanton’s interim police chief

She will begin new position at PPD in May following departure of outgoing Chief Swing

Executives 
declining 
‘me too’ 

raise
Official says waiver 
comes amid PUSD’s 
budget challenges

BY CHRISTIAN TRUJANO

P
leasanton Unified School 
District executive cabi-
net members, including 

Superintendent David Haglund, 
will all be waiving a salary increase 
that they typically get at the same 
time other management staff, such 
as principals and vice principals, 
receive one.

According to a PUSD spokesper-
son, the district decided to waive the 
executive cabinet’s “me too” clause 
this year because of its many finan-
cial challenges, such as salary and 
benefits increases in the new ten-
tative contract agreement between 
the district and the Association of 
Pleasanton Teachers union.

“The decision to waive salary 
increases for this cycle for execu-
tive cabinet and 
superintendent 
is related to the 
district’s ongoing 
need to reduce 
e x p e n d i t u r e s 
to maintain fis-
cal stability and 
solvency,” PUSD 
director of com-
m u n i c a t i o n s 
Patrick Gannon 
told the Weekly. “A majority of our 
budget is related to salary and ben-
efits, so increases to both have an 
impact on expenditures.”

“Me too” clauses, according 
to Gannon, are included in em-
ployee contracts in order to main-
tain consistency in salary increases 
that are received by any employee 

BY NICOLE GONZALES

T
ri-Valley shoppers now 
have another nearby op-
tion to purchase veg-

etables, snacks and other food 
items at the new Grocery Outlet 
in Dublin.

The store — located at 7991 
Amador Valley Blvd. — held 
its official grand opening event 
and ribbon-cutting on April 4 
to welcome Dublin city leaders 
and community members. City 
Councilmembers Jean Josey and 
Sherry Hu and Mayor Melissa 
Hernandez were among those in 
attendance.

One notable detail about the 
Grocery Outlet location is its local 
and independent ownership. The 
store is operated by Harjinder and 
Sukhi Bhatti, a brother and sister 
team. 

In a statement online, the own-
ers expressed gratitude and shared 

their hopes for the new store. 
“We look forward to making 

a difference in our Dublin com-
munity and wowing customers 
with the amazing deals we have 
on everyday items at affordable 
prices,” the Bhattis said. 

The siblings have a personal 
connection to the area, having 
migrated from Punjab, India, 
and settling in Dublin over 40 
years ago. Now, they’re eager to 
give back to the community that 
helped shape their lives.

“We plan to jump right into 
the local community and recon-
nect with our roots,” the Bhattis 
said. “We are already members of 
Dublin’s Chamber of Commerce 
and plan on being involved and 
supporting local events and orga-
nizations like Open Heart Kitchen 
and Children’s Emergency Food 
Bank Drive.” 

The Bhatti siblings shared how 

the store’s opening is a “full circle” 
moment as Sukhi’s first job was at 
Round Table Pizza, located in the 
same parking lot as the new store. 

Harjinder retains over 30 years 
of retail experience, including 19 
years at IKEA. 

“We have found our passion of 
serving the community through 
Grocery Outlet and are so ex-
cited to be back in Dublin, our 
home where it all began,” the pair 
added. 

Situated in the space once occu-
pied by the former Big Lots! retail 
store, the new Grocery Outlet 
seeks to fill the void left by its 
predecessor. The store offers a va-
riety of food and drink products, 
produce, frozen foods, alcohol, 
snacks and canned goods. 

Store representatives said vari-
ous staff positions are still avail-
able, including cashiers, merchan-
dise stockers and deli personnel.  

Grocery Outlet opens in Dublin
New venture is ‘full circle’ moment for sibling duo

NICOLE GONZALES 

The newest Grocery Outlet in the Tri-Valley is located in Dublin at 7991 Amador Valley Blvd., taking over the retail 
tenant spot previously occupied by Big Lots!

See INTERIM CHIEF on Page 6

See EXECUTIVES on Page 8

David 
Haglund
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BY CHRISTIAN TRUJANO

T
he two Sunol Glen Unified 
School District Board of 
Trustees members who are 

currently facing a recall election 
in July were recently part of a law-
suit that tried to get the Alameda 
County Registrar of Voters’ Office 
to stop the recall process after al-
leging election code errors.

But last month, an Alameda 
County Superior Court judge de-
nied the petition from trustees Ryan 
Jergensen and Linda Hurley to can-
cel the recall election, stating that 
the objections they had regarding 
the original notice of intent to recall 
did not hold up in court.

“The court concludes that neither 
argument supports (Jergensen’s and 
Hurley’s) request for a writ directing 
the (Register of Voters) to reject the 
notices of intent and to stop further 
processing relating to Petitioners’ 
potential recall,” Judge Michael 
Markman wrote in an order on the 
merits on March 18.

Thomas Knutsen, an attorney 
from the Dublin-based Knutsen 
Law Offices who represented 
Jergensen and Hurley throughout 
this legal process, confirmed with 
the Pleasanton Weekly that their 
petition was denied but did not 
want to offer any further comments.

The Registrar of Voters’ Office 
also confirmed the petition was de-
nied and told the Weekly it was 
not aware of any appeals made by 
Jergensen or Hurley at the moment.

Jergensen and Hurley have been 
under the spotlight for quite some 
time following their approval of 
a controversial flag resolution in 
September that limits the school 
and district to only fly the state and 
U.S. flag — effectively banning flags 
like the LGBTQ+ Pride flag.

Since then, Sunol residents, par-
ents and other community mem-
bers have been criticizing the two 
trustees’ leadership for a number of 
other reasons, which is what led to 
the formation of United for Sunol 
Glen — a recall campaign made up 
of people who want to remove the 
two trustees from the board.

Late last year the group began the 
process of recalling the two trustees 
by sending them each what’s known 
as a notice of intent to recall. After 
that, the recall campaign focused 
on its petitions, which they used 
to gather enough signatures from 
Sunol residents needed to certify 
the recall petition with the county. 
The special election was subse-
quently scheduled for July 2.

However, Jergensen and Hurley 
had issues with both the recall 

intent notices and with the peti-
tion, which is why they originally 
filed their objections with the reg-
istrar of voters in December. After 
those objections were dismissed by 
the registrar’s office, they filed a 
petition for writ of mandate with 
the court.

“There was a motion filed to get 
clarity on the notice of intent for the 
recall, which was brought by several 
members of the community and 
they have asked Linda and myself 
to be a part of that,” Jergensen said 
during the March 12 Sunol school 
board meeting.

Jergensen was responding to fel-
low Trustee Peter “Ted” Romo, who 
argued Jergensen and Hurley went 
to court in order to “block the recall 
efforts” and to “stop the democratic 
process as it is.”

“There is an effort to make sure 
this is done in the right way and 
not done in any way that is going 
against the election code. That is 
what we’re trying to do,” Jergensen 
added.

Knutsen stated in the original 
Jan. 8 petition for writ of mandate 
against the registrar’s office that 
after the two trustees received their 
recall intent notices, the two sub-
mitted their comments and objec-
tions “relating to the legal sufficien-
cy of the notice of intent/petition 
for recall” to the registrar’s office.

“Petitioners identified what they 
believe to be a number of defects 
in the notices of intent,” Markman 
wrote in his March 18 order. “Based 
on those defects, they seek a writ of 
mandate directing respondents to 
reject the notices of intent and to 
refrain from certifying any petitions 
for recall based on the notices.”

The petition alleged that the reg-
istrar’s office failed and refused to 
act on those objections and that it 
unjustly moved forward with the 
recall procedures.

“The petitions for recall/notice 
of intent to circulate recall peti-
tion, and each of them, are defective 

and do not comply with California 
and Alameda County Election law,” 
Knutsen wrote in the Jan. 8 court 
documents.

According to Knutsen, one of 
the defects Jergensen and Hurley 
pointed out was that the statement 
of reasons for the recall exceeded a 
mandatory 200-word limit.

“Alameda County Election pro-
cedures and the elections code ... 
demand the statement of reasons 
for recall not be more than 200 
words. Substantial compliance is in-
sufficient under the election code,” 
according to the Jan. 8 petition. 
“Compliance with this requirement 
is mandatory. If an actual word 
count is done it is clear the state-
ment of reasons exceeds the maxi-
mum limit. 

The other main defect, according 
to Knutsen, was that the notice of 
intent to circulate a petition for re-
call used the wrong language when 
it came to having them sign their 
home addresses. It states that the 
notice indicated to have them sign 
their street address when the provi-
sions of the election code instead 
requires they list their residence 
address.

“This has not been corrected by 
recirculating the notice of intent 
and securing the required informa-
tion concerning those individuals 
signing the petition,” Knutsen wrote 
in the Jan. 8 petition.

He also listed out several other 
allegations including the failure to 
include a list of sponsors in the re-
call notice; lack of proof of serving 
the notice and proof of publication; 
not including the cost of the spe-
cial election in the notice of intent 
to circulate a recall petition; not 
requiring people who signed the 
petition to also list their occupation; 
and the notice of intent to circulate 
a petition containing false and mis-
leading information; 

And while Knutsen said that 
the registrar office’s assertion that 
the notice did comply with the 

200-word limit was factually incor-
rect, the judge’s decision last month 
asserts otherwise. 

“The (Registrar of Voters) con-
cluded that the word count for the 
statement in the two notices of in-
tent at issue was under the 200 word 
limit, and the court sees no reason 
to question the (Registrar of Voters) 
decision in that regard,” according 
to the March 18 court documents.

According to the March 18 order, 
the registrar’s office pointed out that 
all proper nouns, including geo-
graphical names, are considered 
one word. That means the “Sunol 
Glen Unified District Code of 
Ethics for Board Members Norms 
of Governance and Behavior”, 
which Jergensen and Hurley origi-
nally counted as 12 words, is only 
counted as one.

The other thing the court de-
cided it did not need to correct 
through the writ of mandate, was 
the street address issue. While 
Jergensen and Hurley argued that 
the phrase street address is not the 
same thing as residence address — 
which would have made the forms 
non-compliant and should have 
forced the registrar’s office and the 
court to reject them — the court 
found on March 18 that the two 
trustees were wrong.

“Above the boxes seeking infor-
mation from the proponents of the 
recall signing the notices of intent 
is the following simple statement: 
‘The printed names, signatures, and 
residence addresses of the propo-
nents are as follows,’” according to 
the March 18 decision. “The use 
of the words ‘street address’ in the 
boxes containing the signature and 
other handwritten information for 
each of the proponents is clarified 
by the earlier statement and is not 
at all ambiguous.”

The judge further states that the 
phrase street address in fact ensures 
they did not use a post office box in-
stead of a street address to identify 
where they lived. 

NEWSFRONT

HIGHLIGHTS
City Council Meeting
Tuesday, April 16, 2024, at 7:00 p.m. 
The meeting will be held at the City of Pleasanton Council 
Chamber – 200 Old Bernal Ave.

•  Receive any protests and adopt a resolution to approve the 
2024 Weed Abatement Program and authorize the abatement 
of weeds, rubbish, dirt, or refuse upon or in front of certain 
described properties within the city of Pleasanton

•  Adopt a resolution certifying an exception to the 180-day 
waiting period to appoint retired annuitant, Gina Anderson, to 
serve as Interim Police Chief pursuant to Government Code 
sections 7522.56 and 21224

•  Council review of Planning Commission approval of a proposed 
project at 3200 Hopyard Road for Design Review (P23-0177) 
and Vesting Tentative Tract Map 8672 for either: (Option 1) 57 
attached condominium units in nine, three-story buildings (48 
Townhome-style units and nine apartment units); or (Option 2) 
55 attached condominium units in eight, three-story buildings 
and two, two-story duet buildings (47 Townhome-style 
units and eight apartment units); and Council approval of an 

•  Bi-annual update to the City Council regarding Police 
department operations, services and activities

Economic Vitality Committee Meeting
Thursday, April 18, 2024, at 7:30 a.m.
The meeting will be held at the Remillard Conference Room, 
Public Works Center – 3333 Busch Road

•  Receive an Overview of Visit Tri-Valley’s Destination Strategic Plan

To explore more about Pleasanton, 
visit us at www.cityofpleasantonca.gov

Judge denies petition to halt Sunol recall process
July 2 election moving forward after court rejects arguments over notice’s word count and addresses

according to city 
officials. 

Upon his de-
parture, the city 
will be bringing 
on Anderson to 
serve as interim 
chief while the 
city undergoes a 
recruitment pro-
cess and selec-
tion of the next permanent police 
chief.

Pleasanton communications 
manager Heather Tiernan told 
the Weekly that Anderson will be 
retiring from the Newark Police 

Department soon to take on the 
new interim position in Pleasanton.

According to the press release, 
Anderson began her career in law 
enforcement as a community ser-
vice officer with the city of Davis in 
1992. She was then sworn in as an 
officer the following year and was 
promoted to sergeant in 2002.

In 2006, Anderson joined the 
Citrus Heights Police Department 
as a lieutenant before being pro-
moted to police commander in 
2013 and then as assistant chief of 
police in 2018.

Anderson was then appointed as 
police chief for the Newark Police 
Department in April 2020 where 
she created and implemented stra-
tegic plans for the department, 
which involved leveraging new 

technology like comprehensive com-
munity cameras and new computer 
analytics to improve crime analysis 
and better serve the community, ac-
cording to the press release.

She also implemented an em-
ployee wellness program at the po-
lice department, which focused on 
both mental and physical health.

Anderson has a bachelor’s de-
gree in political science and gov-
ernment from the University of the 
Pacific as well as a doctor of law 
degree from the University of the 
Pacific, McGeorge School of Law. 
She is also a graduate of the FBI 
National Academy and the Police 
Executive Research Forum’s presti-
gious Senior Management Institute 
for Police Executives, according to 
the press release.  

INTERIM CHIEF
Continued from Page 5

Gina 
Anderson
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BY CHRISTIAN TRUJANO

T
he city of Pleasanton has el-
evated one of its longtime 
employees to director of 

human resources and labor rela-
tions, according to city officials, 
following the departure of former 
director Veronica Thomas who 
worked in Pleasanton for less than 
two years.

Effective Monday, Pleasanton’s 
new permanent director is Xaviera 
Scoggins, who has been serving as the 
interim director since early March — 
when Thomas left Pleasanton. 

“I am thrilled 
to welcome 
Xaviera to 
Pleasanton’s ex-
ecutive team as 
the new direc-
tor of human 
resources and 
labor relations,” 
City Manager 
Gerry Beaudin 
said in the press release. “Her ex-
tensive experience and dedication 
to fostering a positive and inclu-
sive work environment here in 

Pleasanton will be instrumental in 
supporting our employees and ad-
vancing the city’s goals.”

According to Thomas’ LinkedIn, 
she started a new job as the human 
resource manager at Sutter Health 
last month. She had been work-
ing in Pleasanton since May 2022, 
joining the city after working for 
BART. At the time of publication, 
city officials had not responded to 
a request for comment about why 
Thomas left.

Scoggins has more than 25 
years of experience in the human 

resources field with 19 of those 
years in Pleasanton. Most recently, 
she has been serving as the city’s 
human resources manager, accord-
ing to the city’s press release

Before Pleasanton, Scoggins 
worked in the private sector doing 
human generalist work and had 
previously worked at the former 
Pleasanton-based PeopleSoft, which 
was a company that provided human 
resources management systems but 
was bought out by Oracle in 2004.

In her new role, Scoggins will 
continue to “modernize and stream-
line the city’s recruitment process, 
strengthen relationships with labor 
representatives and develop a near-
term work plan to prioritize human 
resources department initiatives,” 
according  to the city. 

She serves as moderator and sub-
committee member at the California 
Public Employers Labor Relations 

Association; she’s a board member 
at the Council of Self-Insured Public 
Agencies and the Local Agency 
Workers’ Compensation Excess 
Insurance; and has a bachelor’s de-
gree in sociology from California 
State University, East Bay.

Scoggins will also extend her pro-
fessional connections to the League 
of California Cities personnel and 
Employee Relations Department 
board and the Northern California 
City HR Directors Association, of-
ficials said. 

“I am honored to have the op-
portunity to serve as the Director 
of Human Resources and Labor 
Relations for the City of Pleasanton,” 
Scoggins said in the city’s press re-
lease. “I am eager to collaborate 
with city leaders and employees to 
cultivate a workplace culture that 
prioritizes excellence, fairness, and 
respect for all.” 

NEWSFRONT

Talking Real Estate with Doug Buenz | Compass

Pleasanton Real Estate Market 
Update – The Hot Streak Continues

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. 
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License 
Number 01079009.

680homes.com 

Simply put, the real estate market in Pleasanton is HOT. 
Inventory remains severely constrained, and any new listings 

are generally being snapped up quickly. The Spring market is 

Supply/Inventory: We saw more homes come on the market 

say inventory is constrained would be an understatement. 
Demand:

Thanks to more inventory hitting the market, pending sales 

It appears buyers have come to the conclusion that higher rates 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Doug Buenz
(925) 621-0680
doug@680homes.com
DRE 00843458  

>> To read the rest of this article go to The680Blog.com.

Pleasanton Market Report
Data for March 2024

Single Family Detached Homes

Pleasanton selects new HR and labor relations director
Internal hire Scoggins replaces former boss who left after less than two years

Xaviera 
Scoggins

BY CHRISTIAN TRUJANO

I
f you’re looking for some fresh 
herbs, veggies or edible flowers 
to spice up your home cook-

ing, then you’re in luck as the 2024 
Incredible Edible Plant Sale is set 
to return to Pleasanton this week-
end at the Senior Center.

Organized by the University of 
California Cooperative Extension 
Master Gardener Program of 
Alameda County, the annual event 
— which is planned to take place 
on Saturday and Sunday (April 13-
14) — not only gives residents a 
chance to purchase a diverse selec-
tion of vegetable seedlings and culi-
nary herbs, but learn best practices 
as well.

“The plant sale serves as a gather-
ing space for gardeners, no matter 
how much experience they have, 
to come together and learn from 
each other ... as well as a rare mo-
ment for neighbors in the com-
munity to connect with each other,” 
Allyson Greenlon, program coordi-
nator for the Master Gardener and 
Urban Agriculture program, told 
the Weekly. 

According to a press release, the 

sale also serves as a way to raise 
money for the program to sup-
port its public outreach programs 
and its overall mission to “provide 
the public with UC research-based 
information on home horticulture, 
sustainable landscapes and pest 
management practices.”

“We are proud to share that the 
event generated $27,000, which 
directly fuels our programs and 
initiatives,” Master Gardener vol-
unteer Lou Astbury told the Weekly 
regarding last year’s sale. “This fi-
nancial support allows us to contin-
ue our mission of fostering horti-
cultural education and community 
engagement, including a special 
focus on building the Pleasanton 
Educational Garden.”

The unfinished educational gar-
den Astbury is referring to is part 
of a larger community farm proj-
ect that the city of Pleasanton ap-
proved as part of its Bernal Park 
Community Farm project. The gar-
den and farm project has been an ef-
fort that has been led by the Master 
Gardener Program since 2016.

“This project aims to establish 
an interactive space for sustainable 

gardening education, offering di-
verse plantings and hands-on learn-
ing opportunities,” according to the 
Master Gardener program press 
release. “Situated on Laguna Creek 
Lane, this initiative is poised to en-
hance the community with vibrant 
educational experiences.”

Astbury said now that the plant 
sale is in its fourth year, it has es-
tablished itself as a cherished spring 
tradition that attracts plant enthusi-
asts and community members alike. 
He said over 6,800 plants were sold 
at last year’s event alone.

Apart from the plant sale, this 
year’s event will also feature several 
30-minute workshops for free that 
focus on plant care, helping toma-
toes thrive and container gardening.

Astbury said that apart from 
being a successful fundraiser, 
the event embodies the Master 
Gardener program’s commitment 
to community service. Some of the 
community service the program 
does that Astbury highlighted is the 
thousands of plants the program 
donates to nonprofit school garden 
programs and community gardens 
in Alameda County. 

Edible plant sale back  
at Senior Center

Two-day event will feature workshops, variety of veggies and more for sale

COURTESY LOU ASTBURY

A look at last year’s Incredible Edible Plant Sale. This year’s event returns to the Pleasanton Senior Center on April 13-14.
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BY NICOLE GONZALES

A
s a way to celebrate edu-
cational excellence, the 
Dublin Unified School 

District unveiled its roster of dis-
tinguished educators for the 2023-
24 academic year.

Among them, one outstanding 
teacher stood out, earning the cov-
eted title of District Teacher of the 
Year: Lauren Apodaca of Murray 
Elementary School.

In the announcement, DUSD 
superintendent Chris Funk ex-
pressed gratitude for the collec-
tive efforts of educators within the 
district. 

“In Dublin, we’re lucky to have 
such a strong team of educators, 
making it especially challenging to 
spotlight individual achievements,” 
said Funk. “All our teachers play a 

crucial role in 
our students’ 
success and 
we’re thankful 
for their hard 
work.”

“While every 
teacher deserves 
recognition, it’s 
a special honor 
to recognize our 
Site Teachers of the Year, nomi-
nated for this distinction by their 
peers, reflecting the profound re-
spect and admiration they have 
earned,” continued Funk.

DUSD oversees the education of 
over 12,000 students across more 
than a dozen school sites. Each 
year select educators are nomi-
nated by their peers for their dedi-
cation and commitment to student 

success. This year’s cohort of 
school site teachers represents a 
diverse group of educators across 
all grade levels. 

They included Adrienne Conrad 
(Amador Elementary), Jennifer 
Crothers (Dougherty Elementary), 
TJ Heintz (Dublin Elementary), Lisa 
Kleinr (Frederiksen Elementary), 
Trisha Hahan (Green Elementary), 
Kristen Moore (Kolb Elementary), 
Krystal Shaw (Cottonwood Creek 
K-8), Gabriel Manalac (Fallon 
Middle School), Denise Bunger 
(Wells Middle School), Katina 
Lewis (Dublin High), Jason 
Rockwell (Emerald High), and 
Mackenzie Hunt (Valley High & 
York Alternative Learning Center). 

Apodaca, Murray Elementary’s 
representative, was named distric-
twide Teacher of the Year.

Murray Elementary principal 
Bethannee Witczak shared praise 
for Apodaca’s contributions in the 
announcement, highlighting her 
leadership and dedication to stu-
dent welfare.

“Lauren is an invaluable educa-
tor who has made a significant 
impact on the students at Murray 
Elementary,” she said. “Her unwav-
ering dedication to her students 
and her commitment to going 
above and beyond in supporting 
their needs is truly commendable.” 

A special day class (SDC) teach-
er, Apodaca’s work addressed the 
needs of students with disabilities 
or those requiring small-group in-
structional settings.

“As a lead teacher in the spe-
cial education program at Murray, 
Lauren demonstrates exceptional 

leadership by providing support 
to the entire team to ensure that 
all students with IEPs receive the 
best possible care and education,” 
Witczak continued. “Her impact 
extends beyond the classroom, as 
evidenced by the many older stu-
dents who still come by to say 
hello and receive a hug from her.” 

Witczak noted Apodaca’s ability 
to forge meaningful connections 
with students and families, extend-
ing far beyond the classroom. 

“She is masterful at building and 
maintaining positive relationships 
with parents, empowering them 
to support their children’s learning 
at home. Lauren’s work is truly in-
valuable, and she is an asset to our 
school community,” said Witczak. 

The superintendent added, “to 
be celebrated among such es-
teemed colleagues is a testament 
to their exceptional impact and 
commitment. Congratulations to 
each of our Site Teachers of the 
Year. Your dedication makes a real 
difference in our community and 
in the lives of our students.” 

Murray Elementary’s Apodaca named  
Dublin Teacher of the Year

School district honors exceptional educators with site-level awards too

Lauren 
Apodaca

BY JEREMY WALSH

99 
Cents Only Stores cor-
porate officials an-
nounced last week that 

all locations of the discount re-
tailer will be shutting down this 
year, including the store in central 
Livermore.

The specific closure date re-
mains unclear for the store at 1490 
Railroad Ave., which remained 
open for business with no closure 
signage as of last Friday. It is the 
lone 99 Cents Only location in the 
Tri-Valley. 

Outgoing Interim CEO Mike 

Simoncic confirmed in a nation-
wide press release on April 4 that 
the company has opted for wind-
ing down business operations and 
liquidating all merchandise at all 
371 store locations in the United 
States, despite efforts to seek other 
paths amid severe financial dif-
ficulties in recent years. 

“This was an extremely difficult 
decision and is not the outcome 
we expected or hoped to achieve,” 
Simoncic said. 

“Unfortunately, the last several 
years have presented significant 
and lasting challenges in the retail 

environment, including the un-
precedented impact of the COVID-
19 pandemic, shifting consumer 
demand, rising levels of shrink, 
persistent inflationary pressures 
and other macroeconomic head-
winds, all of which have greatly 
hindered the company’s ability to 
operate,” he added. “We deeply ap-
preciate the dedicated employees, 
customers, partners, and commu-
nities who have collectively sup-
ported 99 Cents Only Stores for 
decades.”

The Livermore store opened in 
the shopping center on Railroad 

Avenue between the East Stanley 
Boulevard transition and North P 
Street in August 2017, according to 

a press release at the time. 
Editor’s note: Reporter Nicole 

Gonzales contributed to this story. 

Livermore’s 99 Cents Only  
store closing

Company going out of business nationwide

NICOLE GONZALES

Shelves will soon become barer inside the 99 Cents Only store in Livermore as 
the company is closing all locations in 2024.

group across the district — includ-
ing teachers, classified staff and 
management.

For example, because the APT 
reached an agreement with the dis-
trict on a 10% salary increase — 
which still needed to be approved by 
the school board during its meeting 
yesterday, with results pending — 
that means Pleasanton’s California 
School Employees Association 
(CSEA) union, which represents 
classified employees, will also re-
ceive the same increase.

That’s because the CSEA has its 
own “me too” clause in its collec-
tive bargaining agreement with the 
district, Gannon said.

But just like the CSEA has a “me 
too” clause with the teachers union, 
the executive cabinet has a simi-
lar clause with management when 
those employees get a raise.

According to Haglund’s contract 
with the district, in addition to con-
sistent salary increases, the school 
board has to provide a “salary in-
crease each year of this agreement 
equal to the same percentage in-
crease given to the administrative 
unit.”

That administrative unit refers 
to managers such as principals, 
vice principals, coordinators and 
directors.

And because the salary sched-
ule for management — including 
the proposed 3.1% annual increase 
— was on yesterday’s school board 
agenda, Haglund and the other 
executive cabinet members would 
have been due for a similar increase 
because of their “me too” clauses.

But that’s not the case this year, 
which APT President Cheryl Atkins 
said was the right decision.

“Why is this important? Our 
superintendent and cabinet make 
a lot of money,” Atkins told the 

Weekly. “A lot more than the CSEA 
or teachers.”

“Their contracts have a raise per-
centage in them as well as the ‘me 
too’ (clause),” she added. “They don’t 
have to go stomp around and beg 
the school board for fair compensa-
tion for the work we do, it’s in their 
contracts.”

She also pointed out that the ex-
ecutive cabinet member’s salaries 
have increased more than 50% of 
the same increase teachers have re-
ceived in the same number of years 
since Haglund first joined the dis-
trict in 2017.

According to Transparent 
California — a website that com-
piles employee salaries and benefits 
— Haglund’s total pay in 2022 was 
roughly $364,000, before benefits. 
With benefits added, it was equiva-
lent to nearly $441,000.

In 2018, his total pay was about 
$292,500 — with benefits added it 
was just over $315,500.

Similar jumps in pay can be 
seen with assistant superinten-
dent of business services Ahmad 
Sheikholeslami and deputy superin-
tendent Ed Diolazo. 

Sheikholeslami’s total pay in 2020 
was just under $206,500 and in 
2022 it was just over $250,500, ac-
cording to Transparent California. 
Diolazo’s pay increase from 2020 to 
2022 was pretty much the same as 
Sheikholeslami’s.

The three also received a sala-
ry increase in July 2022 when the 
board approved raises for the three. 

Haglund’s base salary went up 
to $369,780 while Sheikholeslami’s 
went up to $254,053 and Diolazo’s 
salary increased to $259,134 — 
mainly because of the new deputy 
superintendent title.

But while Atkins said it was a good 
thing that waiving their “me too” 
raises this cycle is a good first step to 
rebuilding the trust between the dis-
trict and the rest of the employees, 

she still believes that other manage-
ment like the principals and vice 
principals should get their raise at 
this next school board meeting.

She pointed that out because she 
has heard rumors that the district 
wouldn’t be giving those employees 
the raise.

“They don’t have a union or a ‘me 
too’ clause because they are at will 
employees but PUSD has always 
given the me too (raise) to admin 
as well as CSEA,” Atkins said. “I 
am disappointed if they choose not 
to give to their principals and vice 
principals as they work hard and 
support students too.”

“We believe the upper manage-
ment should take care of their em-
ployees (including their middle 
management) and then take care of 
themselves, but that hasn’t been the 
case,” she added. “It’s our turn now 
and I hope they don’t take raises but 
do give to their middle management 
people who also deserve it.” 

EXECUTIVES
Continued from Page 5
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CC asa Orozco, a dining staple in 
the Tri-Valley, just marked its 
40th anniversary — a testa-

ment to its enduring legacy as a beacon 
of traditional Mexican cuisine and fa-
milial warmth.

Founded on March 16, 1984 by Luis 
Orozco Sr. and Herlinda Orozco, along 
with their five children, Casa Orozco has 
become a cherished establishment in the 
community. From its humble beginnings 
in Dublin to its Livermore expansion 
just two years later, the family’s dream 
of sharing their culinary heritage has 
flourished.

For the Orozco siblings — Luis Jr., 
Maricela, Jesus, Carlos and Nancy — 
authenticity and family values are im-
perative in operating the business. They 
strive to make every guest feel at home, 
embodying the meaning behind the res-
taurants’ namesake, “Home Orozco” in 
Spanish. 

“It’s like a fine-tuned orchestra,” 
Maricela Orozco-Barone, the eldest sis-
ter, said. “Each family member plays 
their part.”

Maricela recalled the beginnings of 
Casa Orozco over four decades ago. 

“My parents were immigrants to this 
country and the idea of starting a busi-
ness together was something that they re-
ally wanted to achieve. When the Dublin 

location was founded, we all immedi-
ately became partners in that restaurant,” 
Maricela explained. “Although some of 
us were still younger at the time, every-
one pulled their weight.” 

Jesus Orozco, the third-oldest child, 
elaborated on this: “Our mother and 
father were insistent from the very begin-
ning that we were all seven equal parts. 
It’s been that way since we were children.” 

Jesus recalled the first edition of the 
Dublin restaurant — adapted from a 
Kentucky Fried Chicken drive-thru — 
having limited indoor seating. 

“We didn’t have any money to remodel 
right away so we had to stay very small 
for the first couple of years. We were so 
small our tables didn’t even have num-
bers, they had names,” he said. “Over 
time, we started getting busier. We start-
ed doing some remodeling and of course 
looking for a second location.”

Beyond the food, it’s the family’s un-
wavering bond, values and work ethic 
that have sustained them over 40 years 
in business. 

“We do get along very well. We rarely 
have fights or arguments but when we 
do, it’s always something we can handle,” 
said Nancy Orozco-Arana, the youngest. 

The siblings feel they owe a great 
deal of their success to their remarkable 
compatibility. 

“There’s five of us and sometimes peo-
ple can’t fathom how well we all work 
together,” Maricela said. “Even on our 
days off, we seek each other out. We 
really truly love and respect each other. 
Periodically we have disagreements, but 
we act as a democracy. Our parents 
taught us to respect one another, to re-
spect each other’s opinion.” 

“We’ve grown up in this restaurant, 
and it’s grown with us,” Jesus reflected. 

“Our parents instilled in us the impor-
tance of hard work and dedication — 
values that continue to drive us forward.”

The Orozco family’s roots trace back 
to Jalisco, Mexico. They have made it 
a goal to infuse the restaurants’ cui-
sine and atmosphere with the flavors 
and feel of their homeland. From classic 
Mexican dishes to handmade art, the two 

Casa Orozco celebrating 40 years as a Tri-Valley institutionCasa Orozco celebrating 40 years as a Tri-Valley institution
BY NICOLE GONZALESBY NICOLE GONZALES

See CASA OROZCO on Page 10

A family
restaurant
A A familyfamily 
restaurantrestaurant

Top of page: The Casa Orozco location in Livermore at 325 South L St. (Photo by 
Nicole Gonzales). Above: The five Orozco siblings are (from left): Luis Jr., Maricela, 
Jesus, Nancy and Carlos. (Photo courtesy Orozco family).
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locations offer a journey that takes visi-
tors south of the border. 

Maricela explained she wanted enter-
ing Casa Orozco to feel like stepping into 
a piece of Mexico itself. Both sites display 
decor sourced directly from the country. 

“We wanted to stay true to the archi-
tecture,” Maricela said. She referenced 
art, decor, grand chandeliers and tables 
that all hailed directly from Jalisco. “With 
the name ‘Casa’ we wanted guests to 
come in and feel that they were in our 
dining room, in our living room, or in 
our bar at home.”

The success of the Orozco clan has not 
been without its hardships. 

“After 40 years we’ve seen two — maybe 
three — recessions and a pandemic. We 
have had some very deep challenges, but 
we’ve been blessed being part of this great 
community that through thick and thin 
they have really supported us,” Jesus said. 
“The Orozco nature is to be optimistic. 
We are glass half full people. This com-
munity has always proven time in and 
time out that they will support us.” 

The onslaught of the COVID-19 
pandemic impacted the restaurants, 
as it did many others across the globe. 
However, the community soon did its 
part to ensure that Casa Orozco would 

survive, and even thrive, through the 
pandemic. 

“During COVID-19 we thought, ‘This 
is it.’ Without being able to have people 
dine in, we weren’t sure if just doing 
takeout and deliveries was going to be 
enough,” Nancy explained. “We had lines 
of people just waiting for takeout orders. 
It was really the community. They really 
did support us, and if it wasn’t for them we 
wouldn’t have come out of the pandemic.”

It was around that time that Casa 
Orozco launched its summer concert se-
ries. From May to September, the restau-
rant hosts live outdoor concerts for guests. 

“The outdoor concert events were 
born out of COVID. When they opened 
up the state to outdoor dining we thought 
well we need something to entice people 
to eat outside. We decided to bring in 
live music. It was a huge hit, it was so 
successful we decided to keep it going,” 
Jesus said. 

This year’s live concert series kicks off 
Cinco De Mayo weekend. 

The siblings note that Casa Orozco is 
more than just a restaurant — it’s a place 
where generations intersect. Regular pa-
trons return time and again, now bring-
ing their own children to sit in the same 
booths they once occupied during their 
youth. 

Nancy said it’s a testament to the legacy 
of their late parents and the enduring 
appeal of Casa Orozco, a place where 

memories are made and traditions are 
honored.

“We have a lot of large reservations in 
the banquet room. We do rehearsal din-
ners, baptisms, graduations and more, so 
it makes this place memorable for a lot 
of people,” Nancy said. “It gives me sat-
isfaction that we were able to really make 
them happy and their occasion joyful. 
It is touching to hear so many stories of 
how we’ve affected people and how they 
have such great memories here.” 

Jesus added, “My favorite part is in-
teracting with the community. Going to 
work for me doesn’t really even feel like 
you’re going to work because we have 
so many regular customers who come 
in they become our friends. It’s not just 
about selling burritos, enchiladas, tacos 
and margaritas, sometimes it’s about of-
fering something at a price that people 
can still afford.” 

“I want them to feel that they are 
welcomed and appreciated and that they 
absolutely enjoy the experience, the at-
mosphere and of course the food,” he 
continued. 

Employing over 150 staff members 
between its sites at 7995 Amador Valley 
Blvd. in Dublin and 325 South L St. in 
Livermore, Casa Orozco not only serves 
as a culinary hub but also as a pillar of the 
local economy.

“We’ve been able to have two busy 
restaurants in the Tri-Valley and employ 

thousands of people over these last 40 
years,” Nancy said. “We have employees 
that have been with us for over 30 years. 
They feel like family as well.”

Amid their success, the Orozco family 
remains rooted in the Tri-Valley with no 
plans for further expansion beyond their 
current locations. However, they never 
rule out the possibility. 

“The magic is it works for us because 
we’re involved. There’s always a hands-
on owner at one of the sites. When you 
expand as a business, sometimes you lose 
that. We never say never, but right now 
that’s the formula that’s worked for us,” 
Maricela said. 

“The reality is if you want to satisfy 
your hunger, you can go to a drive thru 
and pick up a burger. But when you 
go to a restaurant you’re going for the 
experience, you’re going for the ambi-
ence, or you’re going because maybe 
you had a bad day,” Maricela added. “At 
Casa Orozco, guests will be just that — 
home.” 

The late Luis Orozco Sr. and Herlinda 
Orozco (shown in top left photo) 
founded Casa Orozco on March 16, 
1984. Their culinary legacy lives on 
through their five children, who now 
operate the family’s Mexican restaurants 
in Dublin and Livermore. (Past photos 
courtesy Orozco family; modern photos 
by Nicole Gonzales).

CASA OROZCO
Continued from Page 9
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the tri-valley guide to  
summer camps for kids

learn more at pleasantonweekly.com/camp-connection/

2024

Sponsored by Stratford School

We’ve designed the perfect camp for 
your child, complete with all the fun, 
enriching activities they love, and the 
important safety measures and flexible 
hours you expect. And with many op-
tions to choose from, campers will have 
endless, EPIC MOMENT experiences to 
keep them engaged and excited all sum-
mer long. 

Academic Camps
Academic camps are a wonderful way to 

enhance your child’s love of learning while 
focusing on a specific subject. From math 
and robotics to literature and creative 
writing, we have something for every stu-
dent. Campers work independently and in 
small groups to apply real-life experiences 
to lessons learned in the classroom.

Day Camps
Our Day Camp features a unique selec-

tion of indoor and outdoor activities and 
field trips will be on all programs. Each 
week, students in Grades 1- 5 jump into 
action as they explore science and nature, 

become involved in creative and perform-
ing arts, and participate in sports and 
games.

Specialty Camps
Inspirational Specialty Camps are 

packed with hands-on activities that offer 
experiences for campers to discover new 
skills and talents. Whatever your child’s 
interests are, we have fun and unique ac-
tivities for them to try!

Sports Camps
Our rigorous Sports Camp promotes 

skill building, exposes children to new 
activities, and helps build healthy exercise 
habits. We bring sports specialists from 
around the area to help each camper im-
prove, practice, and play each sport.

Summer@Stratford where campers can 
enjoy sports and games, exciting STEM 
projects, arts, crafts, music, dance, drama, 
and so much more. Just wait until you 
see what epic moments they’re capable 
of! Find out more by visiting us online at 
stratfordschools.com/summer. 

Summer@Stratford...This is the place  
where EPIC MOMENTS happen! 

Sponsored by Camp Integem

Camp Integem, a leading STEM/STEAM 

camp for kids and teens aged 5-18, trans-

forms their dreams into tangible, hands-

on creations. Our programs include AI, 

Robotics, Holographic AR, coding, arts, 

2D/3D animation, game design, space/

nature exploration, tech leadership, and 

more. Students immerse themselves in 

their creations through Holographic AR, 

interacting with their games, art, and 

adventures, and merging the physical and 

digital worlds in innovative ways.

Featured Camps:
Coding, STEM & Game Design Courses:

•  AR Coding for Space Exploration

•  AR Coding for Nature Exploration

•  3D AR Coding & Game Design

•  Advanced AI+3D Coding & Game 

Design 

AI & Robotics Engineering

•  Intro to AI Engineering with AR

•  Intro to Robotics Design & AR 

Coding

•  AI Robotics Engineering with AR

•  Advanced AI Robotics with AR & 

NVIDIA Jetson Nano

Digital Art, Animation & 3D Design:

•  Intro to AR Art with AI

•  Interactive AR Animation with Adobe

•  3D Holographic AR Design

•  Advanced 2D & 3D Holographic AR 
Animation + Adobe

No prior knowledge of computers, robot-
ics, art, or design is required. The camp ca-
ters to all skill levels, from beginners to ad-
vanced participants. With small class sizes 
of only 8 students per teacher, and dedi-
cated instructors, Camp Integem offers 
personalized education for each camper.

Accredited by ACS WASC, Camp 
Integem ensures a high-quality educa-
tional experience, and students can earn 
school credits. We are also a NVIDIA AI 
Training partner.

Since 2018, Integem has taught K-12 
students from more than 20 countries in-
person or online. Thousands of students 
locally have joined Camp Integem’s on-
site programs. 

Camps are conveniently located in 
Pleasanton, San Ramon, Berkeley, Fremont 
and 12 other locations. 

Register now to secure a spot & save with 
the code PSW24 at camp.integem.com. 

Ride a Spaceship? Meet Dinosaurs? Create 
Magical Game Worlds? Bring Art to Life? 

Build Intelligent AI Robots? 

Join Camp Integem to Make the Magic!

find more camps  
inside this issue through page 16
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Las Positas College will have 8 CTE Summer Camps for 2024!

Automotive Technology Camp

Welding Technologies Camp

Creature Design Workshop

Public Safety Academy Camp

Career Technical Education Summer Camps are an excellent way for students 

8
Summer
Camps

June 10-13 | 8:00 am to 1:00 pm | Room 3503 
Enrollment Fee: $100 per student per session 
Have you ever wanted to know more about your car but do not have time to take an 

June 10-13, 17-20 (2 weeks) | 8:00 am to 1:00 pm | Room 3519 
Enrollment Fee: $100 per student per session
Want to learn about welding career paths in a state of the art facility? This hands-on camp 

June 10-14 | 9:00 am to 4:00 pm | Room 3434 
Enrollment Fee: $100 per student per session 
Are you ready to embark on an unforgettable adventure that goes beyond the ordinary?

High School | June 17-20 | 9:00 am to 2:00pm | Room 714
Middle School | June 24-27 | 9:00 am to 2:00 pm | Room 714
Enrollment Fee: $100 per student per session

L A S  P O S I TA S  C O L L E G E

S U M M E R  2 0 2 4

C T E  S U M M E R  C A M P S

Age Group: High School

Age Group: High School

Age Group: High School

For more information, http://tinyurl.com/LasPositasCTESummerCamps  *Please note classes are not for credit.

s ummer camp connec tion 2024
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8
Summer
Camps

JAMS Press Pass Journalism Camp

Jazz Camp

3D Modeling Camp

Spend the Summer at College 

Interior Design Camp
June 24-27 | 10:30 am to 12:30 pm | Online
Enrollment Fee: $100 per student per session 
Interested in learning how to decorate homes or become an interior designer? 
Learn the elements and principles of interior design with an emphasis on the use 
of color and texture in the selection of home furnishings using a computer aided 
design (CAD) program.

July 8-11 | 9:00 am to 2:00 pm | Room 714 
Enrollment Fee: $100 per student per session
Want to learn how to make games and motion pictures? Learn basic 3D modeling 
techniques and animation using Autodesk Maya and Adobe Photoshop Tools.

June 17-20 | 10:00 am to 3:00 pm | Room 2409 
Enrollment Fee: $100 per student per session
Interested in entertainment journalism? A career in entertainment journalism might just 
begin here. This camp will give students an opportunity to try their hand at the craft 
and gain insight on industry practices. Develop skills including writing, interviewing, 
storytelling, multimedia reporting, and even debate.

Middle School | June 17-20 | 10:00 am to 3:00 pm | Room 4000 
Enrollment Fee: $150 per student per session
High School | June 24-27 | 10:00 am to 4:00 pm | Room 4000 
Enrollment Fee: $200 per student per session
Each summer, we welcome young students of all ability levels to our campus for 4
intensive days where we work on: Improvisation, Music Theory, Performance, 
Rehearsal, and much more. Campers work directly with LPC Music Faculty and 
Alumni and present a public performance on the Mertes Main Stage. The theme 
for the 2024 Jazz Camp will be “Women in Jazz”.

L A S  P O S I TA S  C O L L E G E

S U M M E R  2 0 2 4

C T E  S U M M E R  C A M P S

Scan the QR Code to 
Register for our

CTE Summer Camps!

Age Group: High School

Age Group: High School +

Age Group: High School

For more information, http://tinyurl.com/LasPositasCTESummerCamps  *Please note classes are not for credit.

s ummer camp connec tion 2024



Page 14 • April 12, 2024 • Pleasanton Weekly

s ummer camp connec tion 2024

Registration Opens February 2024
StratfordSchools.com/summer

Pleasanton
2 yrs – Grade 5
and Mandarin
Bilingual Preschool
4576 Willow Road
(925) 737-0001 

Pleasanton 
Middle School
Grades 6-8
3800 Stoneridge Drive
(925) 621-8908 

Dublin
Preschool–Grade 5 
6665 Amador Plaza Road
(925) 399-1971

*Grades offered vary by location. Preschool State License Numbers: 015700568, 013420939.  
Copyright © 2024 Stratford Schools, Inc.

SUMMER@
Get ready for an epic summer filled with hands-on activities 
where your child can explore new skills, have a blast, and make 
new friends. We offer a variety of summer camps, from day 
camps, sports camps, and academic adventures to specialty 
camps, allowing you to create a unique experience and 
unforgettable memories.Campers enjoy sports, STEM projects, 
arts, crafts, music, dance, drama, and more.

Give them a summer filled with epic moments
and unforgettable memories! 

Spaces Are Limited Sign Up Today  
All Families Welcome

Mastering New Skills
Learning and Growingiingngngngngg

Reaching Goals
lslss

Having Fun

Academic
Camps

Specialty
Camps

Sports
Camps

Day
Camps

CAMPS
Preschool

THROUGH
Grade 8*

SUMMER
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Sponsored by Las Positas College

Las Positas College is thrilled to announce the 

return of its highly anticipated educational sum-

mer camps for middle school and high school 

students. The eight Career Technical Education 

Summer Camps cover a diverse range of sub-

jects and are both an excellent way for students 

to gain hands-on experience in a field that they 

are interested in and a taste of college life.

Designed for students between the ages of 12 

and 18, the LPC’s CTE summer camps provide 

a unique opportunity to delve into various 

areas of interest, including automotive tech, 

welding, public safety, journalism, art and 

music, and interior design. Whether students 

are interested in developing hands-on me-

chanical skills or ways to stretch their creative 

muscles, there’s a camp or two tailored to their 

interests and aspirations.

One of the standout features of the summer 

camps is the chance for students to collaborate 

closely with knowledgeable instructors who 

are experts in their respective fields. These 

dedicated professionals are committed to nur-

turing students’ talents, providing guidance, 

and inspiring them to explore new horizons.

Beyond academic enrichment, the summer 

camps also offer a supportive and inclusive 

environment where students can connect with 

like-minded peers. Building friendships, shar-

ing ideas, and collaborating on projects are in-

tegral aspects of the camp experience, foster-

ing social development and teamwork skills.

Additionally, participating in Las Positas 

College summer camps provides students with 

a glimpse into college life. They’ll have the 

opportunity to explore the college campus, 

utilize state-of-the-art facilities and resources, 

and engage with college students and faculty. 

This immersive experience not only prepares 

students for higher education but also instills 

confidence and independence as they navigate 

their academic journey.

Parents can have peace of mind knowing that 

Las Positas College prioritizes the safety and 

well-being of all camp participants. Stringent 

safety protocols are in place to ensure a secure 

environment where students can thrive and 

focus on learning.

Las Positas College summer camps offer a 

dynamic and enriching experience for middle 

school and high school students. From hands-

on learning activities to meaningful interac-

tions with peers and instructors, these camps 

inspire curiosity, foster creativity, and ignite a 

passion for lifelong learning.

We invite parents and students alike to ex-

plore the diverse range of summer camps 

available and discover the endless possibilities 

that await. Below is a list of the eight LPC CTE 

summer camps and their respective dates:

• Automotive Technology Camp, June 10-13

• Welding Technologies Camp, June 10-13

• Public Safety Academy Camp, June 10-14

• Creature Design Workshop, High School 

June 17-12, Middle School June 24-27

• JAMS Press Pass Journalism Camp, June 

17-20

• Jazz Music Camp, High School June 24-27, 

Middle School June 17-20

• Interior Design Camp, June 24-27

• 3D Modeling Camp, July 8-11

For detailed information on camp dates, 

times, and registration, please visit www.las-

positascollege.edu/summercamps/. Don’t miss 

out on this exciting opportunity to embark 

on a summer of discovery and growth at Las 

Positas College! 

Ignite Your Passion: Explore Las Positas College’s 
2024 CTE Summer Camps

s ummer camp connec tion 2024
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Entertainment
HSMC CABARET - PUT ANOTHER DIME IN
High School Music Collaborative is here with 
a selection of Broadway favorites. Put Another 
Dime In features favorite songs in a musical 
theater setting. 7:30 p.m., April 12. Tickets $10. 
Visit firehousearts.org.

SONGS AND STORIES WITH ROGER MCGUINN Get 
up close & personal with the magic of Roger 
McGuinn’s live performance and be transported 
by his legendary songs. 8 p.m., April 12. Tickets 
$30-$40. Visit livermorearts.org. 

BUTTERFLIES AND BRAHMS Springtime is for 
lovers and romantics as Livermore-Amador 
Symphony presents Butterflies and Brahms. 
7:30 p.m., April 13. Tickets $28-$42. Visit 
livermorearts.org. 

A TRIBUTE TO GERSHWIN Hear the Pleasanton 
Community Band play Gershwin favorites 
including Rhapsody in Blue performed by 
acclaimed pianist Daniel Glover. 4-5:30 p.m., 
April 14. Free, but donations accepted. Valley 
Community Church. Visit pleasantonband.org. 

BRIDGE OVER TROUBLED WATER 2 The Alan Hu 
Foundation presents a benefit concert of works 
by Rachmaninoff, Bach and Shostakovich to 
raise mental health awareness and funds for the 
Alan Hu Scholarship. 7 p.m., April 14. Tickets 
$20 for adults, $15 for seniors and free for 
students and children. Trinity Lutheran Church. 
Visit alanhufoundation.org. 

AN AFTERNOON OR EVENING WITH CLARA

BARTON Clara Barton is one of the most 
famous women in the Civil War era. As a 
teacher, battlefield nurse, lecturer and president 
of the American Red Cross, Barton served her 
nation and her community, tirelessly dedicating 
her life to voluntary service. 2 p.m. and 7 
p.m., April 16. Firehouse Arts Center. Visit 
museumonmain.org. 

AN EVENING WITH DAVE STAMEY Dave Stamey 
has been voted seven times Entertainer of the 
Year, seven times Male Performer of the Year 
and Five times Songwriter of the Year by the 
Western Music Association. 7 p.m., April 18. 
Tickets $75-$88. Visit livermorearts.org. 

BANKHEAD PRESENTS KEVIN POLLAK Join for a 
night filled with uproarious moments as Pollak 
takes center stage with his unique brand of 
humor, guaranteeing attendees an unforgettable 
and laughter-filled experience. 8 p.m., April 19. 
Tickets $25-$70. Visit livermorearts.org. 

Talks 
AMADOR VALLEY QUILTERS Rhondi Reeves, 
speaker at the next Amador Valley Quilters 
meeting, has been published in Quilter’s 
Newsletter, Quilt Magazine, Christmas 
Traditions from the Heart, by Margaret Peters 

and books by Mary Coyne Penders. 1:30-3:30 
p.m., April 13. Pleasanton Middle School. Visit 
amadorvalleyquilters.org.

TRI-VALLEY WRITERS Gillian Wegener, 
published poet and president of the Modesto-
Stanislaus Poetry Center, is the speaker at the 
April Tri-Valley Writers meetings. 2 p.m., April 
20. Las Positas College. Register by April 18 at 
trivalleywriters.org. 

HACIENDA PARK TOASTMASTERS Hacienda 
Park Toastmasters Club meets in-person and 
virtually via Zoom. Overcome fear of speaking 
in a friendly, supportive atmosphere. Visit 
haciendapark.toastmastersclubs.org. 

Scholarships 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY WOMEN

SCHOLARSHIPS The Livermore-Pleasanton-
Dublin American Association of University 
Women award scholarships to qualified 
applicants each year who will be either 2nd or 
3rd year college students during the upcoming 
academic year. The deadline to apply is May 1. 
Visit lpd-ca.aauw.net.

Farmers’ Markets 
PLEASANTON FARMERS’ MARKET The Pleasanton 
Farmers’ Market is Saturday year round 
featuring vendors with seasonal fruits and 
vegetables, plus artisan goods. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
W. Angela St. 

LIVERMORE THURSDAY FARMERS’ MARKET The 
Livermore Thursday Night Farmers’ Market is 
4-8 p.m. at Carnegie Park with over 60 vendors. 
Rain or shine. 2155 3rd St. 

LIVERMORE SUNDAY FARMERS’ MARKET Gather 
for music, food and fresh local and organic 
products directly from producers. Support small 
businesses and local sustainable agriculture. 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m., Sundays. Between J St. and L St.  

Fundraiser
A NIGHT IN PARIS FUNDRAISER Join for an 
evening of dancing, live music, French food 
and art with A Night in Paris: Fundraiser for 
the Pleasanton Cultural Arts Council. 7-10 
p.m., April 13. Tickets $80. Veterans Memorial 
Building. Visit pleasantonarts.org. 

BUILDING TOGETHER DINNER GALA Tri-Valley 
Haven’s Building Together Dinner Gala features 
live music from local artists, dinner, wine, 
games and a live and silent auction. 5:30-8:30 
p.m., April 13. Tickets $100. Robert Livermore 
Community Center. Visit trivalleyhaven.org. 

LIVERMORE-AMADOR VALLEY GARDEN CLUB

PLANT SALE The annual Plant and Garage Sale 
will have hundreds of reasonably priced plants, 
plant related items and gently used home 
and garden treasures. Proceeds from the sale 
support the local community. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
April 13-14. 795 Newberry St., Livermore. Visit 
lavgc.org. 

Sponsored by Kidz Kraftz

Kidz Kraftz studio lets students be creative, 
solve problems, improve their math and 
reading comprehension skills and learn 
fashion design concepts, sewing techniques, 
basic pattern manipulation and fashion 
illustration with classes focused on sewing 
stylish, wearable clothing and accessories, 
craft and jewelry projects.

Our school-break day camps, parties, 
“Mommy and Me” classes, Girl Scouts 
groups, private and year round after-
school classes for both children and adults 
(ages 6 and up) taught in a nurturing and 
comfortable environment, are not only 
inspirational, but fun, and are customizable 

based on individual skill level and progress.

We offer flexible scheduling, sewing / 
serger machines, FREE fabric for the  first 
lesson, Early Bird Registration Special, and 
many other discounts.

For more information about Kidz Kraftz, 
visit www.KidzKraftz.com. To enroll, call 
Irina at 925-271-0015 or email irina@
KidzKraftz.com.

Sewing Fun for All!

s ummer camp connec tion 2024
Calendar

Also available:
·  Adult Lessons
·  After-School Programs
·  School Break Camps
·  Mommy & Me Classes
·  Parties & Special Events!

We offer:
·  Flexible Scheduling
·  Personalized Instructions
·  Small Class Sizes
·  Sewing Machines, Tools, Beads
·  FREE Fabric for 1st day!

DISCOUNTS
Available!

NOW ENROLLING

in our Dublin

Fashion Design  Sewing Jewelry-Making

Ages: 6 to 12 and Teens

Early Bird Registration Special!

www.KidzKraftz.com

(925) 271-0015

Sponsored by Emerson Montessori Schools / Early Learning Institute

Emerson Montessori School is a different 
kind of school. It shapes strong, compe-
tent, self-confident individuals, not stu-
dents who would rather “follow the crowd.” 

Emerson takes an innovative approach 
to classical education. Students progress 
at their own pace through skill subjects. 
Learners are never pushed beyond their 
capabilities or held back waiting for others. 
Flexible classrooms provide students with 
their own cubicles and computers, as well 
as group spaces. The Montessori curricu-
lum includes art, music, Chinese, Spanish, 
economics, business, physical education, 
and personal development. 

During the summer, the school is an ideal 
camp environment to improve student 
writing, an activity requiring both specific 
skills and the motivation to improve them. 
Rather than focus on errors, the Write 
Now! program fosters pride in student 
work by emphasizing what is valuable and 
how each draft represents improvement. 

For more information or to visit, call 
925-485-5750.

Good Writing Is Key to Classical Education
Emerson 
                 SchoolsMonte

ssor
i

WRITE NOW!

Presentation SkillsPresentation Skills 7/15-7/19
Expository WritingExpository Writing 7/22-7/26
Creative WritingCreative Writing 7/29-8/2

•
•
•
•
•
•

Cost:
1 week: $625
2 weeks: $1,225
3 weeks: $1,800

Hours:
10:00AM – 4:00PM

Free extended care available

Grades: 2-8

SUMMER WRITING CAMPS

All courses are directed by the distinguished faculty of Emerson 
Montessori Schools of Pleasanton and Palo Alto. Breaks are 
taken for snacks, lunch, physical exercise, and social interaction. 
Parents are welcome at afternoon presentations.

202
4

ENROLLINGENROLLING
NOWNOW

“The writer is an explorer.” 
- Ralph Waldo Emerson

Emerson
                        SchoolMonte

ssor
i 

For applications and information: (925) 485-5750
www.headsup.org   writenow@headsup.org

Grades 2-8
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STORY BY CHRISTIAN TRUJANO 
PHOTOS BY CHUCK DECKERT

t’s time to get your favorite running 
sneakers ready as the 12th annual 
Pleasanton Partnerships in Education 

Foundation Run for Education gets set to 
return to the Alameda County Fairgrounds 
on the final Sunday of the month.

The popular family-friendly fundraising 
event will feature several courses for runners, 
joggers and walkers, a special quarter-mile 
course for kids and overall entertainment for 
everyone to enjoy, according to a recent press 
release from PPIE.

“PPIE is proud to host this annual event,” 
PPIE Executive Director Andrea Wilson told 
the Weekly. “Each year, it brings our school 
community together to support our schools 
and have a fun morning doing so.”

Year after year, PPIE works alongside 
sponsors like Workday, which is sponsoring 
this year’s run, to host thousands of people 
who contribute to the nonprofit’s largest 
fundraising event. 

“Opening up the doors of opportunity for 
all is core to the Workday Foundation’s mis-
sion, and that includes the opportunity to 
access a great education,” Carrie Varoquiers, 
chief philanthropy officer at Workday, said in 
the press release. “We’re grateful to PPIE for 
the opportunity to support our community 
in such a fun and healthy way again this year.”

Like other PPIE events, the funds raised 
in the Run for Education directly go toward 
supporting the Pleasanton Unified School 

District. Wilson said that the nonprofit 
raised over $100,000 from last year’s run, 
and they would like to match that number 
again this year.

“It’s an important part of our community 
because supporting our schools is essential to 
making sure all of our students and teachers 
can innovate, excel and serve to the best of 
their abilities both in the classroom and in 
the broader community,” Wilson said.

The fundraiser works by having people 
register and pay for the courses they would 
like to attend. There are a 10K course and a 
5K one, which are both timed and cost over 
$50 in order to participate. 

Residents can also opt for the untimed 
2-mile run. Anyone under 17 years old will 
be charged less for each run.

“I love this event because it’s open to any-
one — you don’t have to be a true runner 
to be a part of this,” Wilson said. “Walking, 
pushing a stroller, enjoying some time catch-
ing up with friends on the course — it’s just 
a great way to connect with our community.”

Apart from those three runs, there will 
also be a Kids’ Challenge event, which is 
a quarter-mile run designed for children 
between the ages of 3 and 10, that is being 
sponsored by PNC Bank. 

“PNC has a proud history of supporting 

education in the communities we serve, so 
teaming with Pleasanton Partnerships on 
the Run for Education is a natural fit for 
us,” Troy French, PNC market leader for 
corporate and institutional banking, said in 
the press release. “This year, we are mark-
ing the 20th anniversary of PNC Grow 
Up Great. Our early childhood education 
initiative benefits young learners in the Bay 
Area and nationwide.”

Everybody who participates in the races 
— even the Kids’ Challenge — will receive a 
T-shirt and a finishers medal. 

“My favorite part is watching people cross 
the finish line and celebrate that accomplish-
ment,” Wilson said.

Participants will also be invited to a com-
munity expo afterward where Wilson said it 
will have a carnival-like feel. The after-race 
expo will have sponsor booths, music, food 
and an awards ceremony.

All the races will start and end at the 
Alameda County Fairgrounds in Pleasanton 
on April 28 — the 10K run will start at 7:50 
a.m. while the 5K and 2-mile runs will both 
start at 8 a.m. The Kids’ Challenge run will 
start at 9:15 a.m.

Wilson also wanted to remind people that 
the fairgrounds charges its own parking fees 
and encourages people to take advantage of 
downtown parking or park instead at Hearst 
Elementary School or Pleasanton Middle 
School and then walk over.

To register or learn more, visit  
ppierun.com. 

Participants clear their starting line during the 2023 PPIE Run for Education. The fundraising 
event is set to be back at the Alameda County Fairgrounds in Pleasanton on April 28.

What’s happening around the 
Valley in music, theater, art, 

literature and more
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Community Pulse

Tri-Valley man pleads 
guilty in decades-old 
murder case

 Danville has been making national 
headlines in recent weeks as details 
emerged about a former resident of 
the town who pleaded guilty weeks 
ago to murder in a 1998 cold case 
nearly 2,000 miles away.

 Timothy Stephenson, now 50, ad-
mitted in court on March 15 to kill-
ing 26-year-old Randall Oliphant in 
1998 in Kansas City, Mo., where he 
was extradited in 2022 after being 
taken into custody locally on an ar-
rest warrant.

 Stephenson had spent much of the 
intervening time between the mur-
der and his extradition to Missouri in 
Danville, marrying in 2008 to emer-
gency room Dr. Joseph Ginejko who 
has practiced at John Muir hospitals 
in Concord and Walnut Creek. The 
couple have twin daughters together.

 Ginejko filed a petition to dissolve 
the marriage in January 2020, along 
with a domestic violence restraining 
order, according to court records. 
The move kicked off a years-long 
series of hearings on the case includ-
ing hearings on domestic violence 
allegations by the estranged husband 
simultaneously to a criminal investi-
gation into Stephenson’s involvement 
in the 1998 homicide. 

 Ginejko was initially granted a 
temporary restraining order upon 
filing the petition, with a permanent 
restraining order effective through 
this February granted in February 
2021, according to court records. An 
order to renew the restraining order 
was filed on Feb. 9.

 Around the same time he filed 
divorce proceedings, Ginejko began 
talking to police about a confession 
Stephenson had made to him in 
2014, in which Stephenson report-
edly told him that he had shot and 
killed a man as he had pleaded for 
his life, according to a probable cause 
statement included in a search war-
rant for Stephenson’s cellphone in 

2022 from Missouri authorities after 
he was taken into custody locally.

 That man is believed to be 
Oliphant, who was last seen alive at 
the Dixie Belle Bar in Kansas City, 
Mo., on Jan. 17, 1998 and whose 
body was found in a rural area near-
by on March 21, 1998. Stephenson 
was identified as the last person seen 
with Oliphant as the two left the bar 
before his disappearance and death, 
according to court records.

 When contacted by investigators, 
Stephenson told them he had taken 
an “unknown male” to his home the 
evening of Oliphant’s disappearance, 
but that he had proceeded to drop 
the man off back at the bar later that 
evening, according to court records. 

 While investigators had reasons 
to suspect Stephenson’s involvement 
in Oliphant’s death, including cell-
phone records that showed roaming 
charges he incurred in the area where 
Oliphant’s body was found and learn-
ing that Stephenson had been famil-
iar with the area, Stephenson was not 
apprehended at that time, according 
to the probable cause statement.

 Stephenson went on to move to 
Danville and marry Ginejko 10 years 
later, reportedly telling him several 
years into their marriage in 2014 
a different story about the man he 
brought home from the Kansas City 
bar in 1998 — specifically that he 
shot the man twice in the bathroom 
of his home, proceeding to remodel 
the bathroom in order to cover up 
the crime after disposing of the man’s 
body, according to court records.

 With the case effectively cold at 
that point approximately 16 years 
later and no further developments 
or press coverage, the husband only 
learned Oliphant’s name after finding 
letters addressed to Stephenson from 
the man’s mother, according to court 
records. 

 It wasn’t until 2020 that activity in 
the investigation appeared to resume, 
at which point a portion of bone 
preserved from Oliphant’s body was 
submitted to an FBI laboratory in 
order to develop a DNA profile for 
Oliphant. Authorities went on to sub-
mit DNA evidence obtained from the 

Jeep Stephenson had been driving 
the night he met Oliphant, including 
fiber and hair samples to a state labo-
ratory for re-analysis in March 2021.

 The following month, Ginejko 
met with Stephenson amid divorce 
and restraining order proceedings in 
Blackhawk as part of a law enforce-
ment operation in which Ginejko 
was equipped with recording devices 
and debriefed by authorities, with 
Stephenson providing conflicting in-
formation when pressed for details 
about the incident by his estranged 
husband, according to the probable 
cause statement.

 After being provided with informa-
tion by Ginejko and following DNA 
analysis, Stephenson was arrested by 
Dublin police and taken into custody 
at Santa Rita Jail on Jan. 2, 2022 on 
an arrest warrant that had been is-
sued in Missouri on Dec. 16, 2021 for 
second-degree murder. Authorities 
later learned that Stephenson had 
withdrawn more than $17,000 from 
a joint bank account in San Bruno on 
Dec. 27, 2021, according to the prob-
able cause statement.

 Stephenson was extradited to 
Missouri later in 2022, serving a 
brief period of time on house arrest 
on a $250,000 bond with a relative 
who lived in the area as he awaited 
trial before being taken back into 
custody after he was found smok-
ing methamphetamine when police 
acted on a search warrant in July 
2022, according to reporting from 
the Kansas City Star.

 While he initially pleaded not 
guilty in the murder case, Stephenson 
was indicted by a grand jury later that 
month as he remained in custody on 
drug charges.

 Stephenson ultimately changed his 
plea to guilty this year on March 15, 
entering into a plea deal and being 
sentenced to 16 years in prison by a 
Missouri judge. Part of that sentence 
will be filled by time served, with 
Stephenson having been in custody 
for a total of 674 days as of the date of 
the plea. 

 Meanwhile, divorce proceedings 
are continuing to make their way 
through Contra Costa family court, 
with a hearing scheduled for this 
summer on the status of criminal 
charges against Stephenson and other 
updates on the situation.

—Jeanita Lyman

In other news

 • Changes to Livermore’s to-
bacco retailer laws took effect on 
Wednesday, following the City 
Council’s adoption of an amended 
ordinance that aims to help authori-
ties better enforce existing mandates. 

 The updates to the ordinance in-
clude compliance monitoring and 
inspection authority by city officials 
and the discretion to utilize adminis-
trative fines and penalties in an effort 
to address tobacco retailers who are 
violating the law and deter others 
from doing so.

 The council adopted the amended 

ordinance at its March 11 meeting as 
part of its consent calendar.  

 The sale of and possession of 
flavored tobacco products or vap-
ing products is illegal in Livermore 
but some retailers continue to offer 
them. Prior to the newly adopted or-
dinance, officials with the Livermore 
Police Department said they faced 
challenges enforcing tobacco retailer 
laws because state law requires that 
in order to make an arrest or issue a 
citation related to tobacco enforce-
ment, an offense must be committed 
in an officer’s presence.

 Now, law enforcement has the abil-
ity to conduct inspections and issue 
fines to violators. The potential fines 
for violating the ordinance would 
be no less than $250 and would not 
exceed $1,000, or possible revocation 
of their tobacco retailer license.

 The ordinance also stipulates that 
a business’s refusal to allow an in-
spection would result in a civil fine or 
license revocation.

 Unlicensed tobacco retailers 
would be subject to criminal pros-
ecution and seizure of tobacco prod-
ucts under the ordinance. 

 While April 10 marked the of-
ficial effective date of the amended 
ordinance, LPD officials noted that 
they typically enforce when there is a 
complaint or issue that arises. 

—Cierra Bailey

POLICE BULLETIN

Dolores Roma Machado, born on May 1, 1930, in California, 
passed away on April 2, 2024, at the age of 93 in Pleasanton, 
California. She was a beloved wife, mother, grandmother, and 
great-grandmother.

Dolores was a devoted wife to Gilbert Machado for 70 years 
and was cherished by all who knew her. She had a passion for 
gardening and flowers, finding joy and solace in cultivating beau-
tiful blooms.

She is survived by her daughter Michelle Casey Machado, 
grandchildren Tom, Ty, Erik, Tony, Shane, and Misty, as well as 
great-grandchildren Alaze, Elean, Anthony, and little Emma. 
Dolores is preceded in death by her husband Gilbert Machado 
and daughter Kathy Rizzo.

Dolores Roma Machado will be deeply missed by her family 
and friends. May she rest in peace.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Dolores Roma Machado
May 1, 1930 – April 2, 2024

The Pleasanton Police Department made 
the following information available.

April 5
Warrant arrest

 8:17 a.m. at Sunol Boulevard and 
Arlington Drive

Vandalism

 12:52 p.m. at Stoneridge Drive and 
Santa Rita Road

Theft

 1:11 p.m. on the 3900 block of 
Stoneridge Drive

 8:33 p.m. on the 1000 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

Burglary

 8:52 p.m. on the 600 block of Crystal 
Court

 9:31 p.m. on the 8500 block of 
Lupine Court

April 4
Embezzlement

 11:30 a.m. on the 6600 block of Koll 
Center Parkway

Robbery

 11:56 a.m. on the 1700 block of 
Santa Rita Road

Theft

 3:35 p.m., 4600 block of Klamath 
Court; theft from auto 

 7:13 p.m., 1400 block of Stoneridge 
Mall Road; shoplifting

April 3
Theft

 1:15 a.m., 5300 block of Owens 
Court; theft from auto 

 7:39 a.m., 1700 block of Santa Rita 
Road; shoplifting

Robbery

 9:03 a.m. on the 4500 block of 
Rosewood Drive

Drug violation

 4:15 p.m. on the 4500 block of 
Rosewood Drive

April 2
Fraud

 8:42 a.m. on the 4500 block of 
Northway Road

Domestic battery

 9:58 a.m. on Golden Road

Assault/battery

 11:04 a.m. on the 4300 block of 
Foothill Road

Alcohol violation

 12:22 p.m. on the 6700 block of 
Bernal Avenue

Shoplifting

 3:09 p.m. on the 1300 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

Vandalism

 3:26 p.m. at Stoneridge and 
Springhouse drives

 7:49 p.m. on the 4100 block of First 
Street

April 1
Domestic battery

 1:08 a.m. on Chabot Drive

Auto theft

 10:48 a.m. on the 5600 block of West 
Las Positas Boulevard

Drug violation

 11:37 p.m. on the 4400 block of 
Rosewood Drive
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I
t is never easy when you get the 
news of a good friend passing.

Sunday morning, I got an 
early call that former Foothill boys’ 
basketball coach and my longtime 
friend Randy Isaacs had suffered a 
heart attack and died Saturday (April 
6) at the age of 59. It wasn’t just a gut
punch, but as if someone had taken
a sledgehammer and hit me.

God bless his wife Karen and their 
daughters Alyson and Haley as they 
confront Randy’s loss. There is a huge 
group of Pleasanton people who will 
always be there for the family.

I first got to be friends with Randy 
when we were both attending Chico 
State where he was playing basket-
ball. And being it was Chico — if you 
know, you know.

After college, I got a job with the 
Tri-Valley Herald as a sportswrit-
er. Randy played professionally in 
Australia after Chico, and I had the 
chance to do a story on him.

He ended up sending me a jersey 
from the team. I still have it today.

He came back to Pleasanton to 
teach and coach at Foothill. In 1994 
he became varsity basketball coach, 
taking the reins from mentor and 
great friend Tom Hansen.

To me, those were great years cov-
ering Foothill basketball, and I found 
myself covering more and more 
Foothill games. Sometimes when 
you cover a game, you sit up in the 
stands. Not when Foothill was play-
ing, and Randy was coaching.

It was pure entertainment, and I 
found my way to the scorer’s table 
so I could hear Randy interact with 
the players, but more importantly, 
the referees.

Randy had this way of talking to 
the officials — not always yelling, 
he would get his feelings conveyed 
by just talking, often punctuating 
his point with a shrug and a smile. 
Other times there were no words, 
just the shrug and a disappointed 
look on his face.

The run Foothill made to the CIF 
state championship game in 2000 is 
still my favorite memory from 35-
plus years of covering high school 
sports.

I had contact with a pair of play-
ers from that team on Sunday, and 
both were quick to point out how 
much of an influence Randy played 
in their lives.

Toward the end of his coaching ca-
reer — he stopped coaching in 2008 

— I was announcing the Foothill 
basketball games. Many times, he 
would walk to the table, look at 
me and Foothill volleyball coach 
Dusty Collins who was running the 
scoreboard, and engage us in quick 
conversations.

In almost all the years that I an-
nounced Foothill football games, 
Randy was right there next to me 
working the clock. When Randy 
stepped away from working the 
clock, I only did a few more seasons.

It was just that much fun sharing 
the booth. The stories were amaz-
ing and hilarious. It seemed to be 
Randy’s mission every game to try to 
make me laugh while I was talking 
— and sometimes he was successful!

And we had chats about life both 
at games and away from them. I 
remember the talks we had when 
Foothill player Kyle O’Connor was 
killed in an auto wreck in 2007. We 

talked about how fragile life is and 
how you never know what the next 
day could hold.

When I spoke with former Foot-
hill football coach Matt Sweeney, a 
very close friend of Randy’s, on Sun-
day morning, he talked about texting 
with Randy and former Foothill ath-
letes and coaches Willie Brown and 
Jon Evans just last week about plan-
ning a get-together. Sweeney — now 
retired — was getting tired of only 
seeing friends at someone’s celebra-
tion of life.

Randy was part of the fabric of 
Pleasanton. Those of us who grew 
up in Pleasanton and were fortunate 
to stay and work in the town helped 
mold what has made Pleasanton 
such a special place for all of us.

Sunday afternoon I posted on Face-
book of Randy’s passing. I didn’t have 
to use his name, just called him “Big 
Red” as he was known, and everyone 

knew who I was talking about.
I have enjoyed reading the posts, 

and while most of them caused more 
water in my eyes, it also made me 
smile as each was a reminder how 
loved he was by so many.

One of the posts really struck a 
nerve. It came from Mike Furlong 
who was a member of Isaacs’ coach-
ing staff. Furlong was one of the first 
people to message me Sunday.

We shared the utter shock of what 
had happened. He answered my 
Facebook post with, “Forget about 
basketball — he was a good man.”

And he was. It was almost impos-
sible to be in a bad mood when Red 
was around.

I know when you are young, you 
tend to think you’re invincible, but 
the reality of the situation is that life 
is short and you need to embrace 
every day.

There is a large group of people 
feeling something huge is missing 
in their lives right now. And there 
is. I hate writing these stories, which 
seem more frequently occurring.

But as I talked to my wife about 
dreading writing this, we talked 
about how it helps me heal. It makes 
me think of all the good times and 
memories.

Hopefully it helps all of you too.
I always will remember one phrase 

Randy would say: “How great was 
that?” I heard it so many times, I can 
picture him saying it — vividly.

In regard to how that simple 
phrase relates to his friendship of 
over 40 years, I can say, “Pretty darn 
amazing.”

RIP Big Red. 

Sports
PLEASANTON 
PREPS

BY DENNIS MILLER

Pleasanton Preps sponsored by

925-846-8802  |  RoseHotel.net

‘To Love 
You More’
“A New Day Has Come” for 
sweet senior Celine Dion. Just 
like her namesake, she’s a star 
who understands “The Power of 
Love” and can’t wait “To Love 
You More” when you adopt 
her! Visit valleyhumane.org 
to learn more or email info@
valleyhumane.org to start the 
adoption application process.

PET OF THE WEEK

VALLEY HUMANE SOCIETY

Remembering my friend, former 
Foothill coach Randy Isaacs

‘Forget about basketball – he was a good man’

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Randy Isaacs

We are seeking local high school or college students 

with an appetite for news and an interest in 

learning about print and digital media for internship 

opportunities. The interns will research stories, 

do interviews and help with fact checking and 

rewrites for the award-winning Pleasanton Weekly, 

LivermoreVine.com and DanvilleSanRamon.com. 

They will also be introduced to the other aspects of 

publishing, including advertising and production. 

During the internship period, the intern will be an 

integral part of the team, participating fully in the 

process of gathering and presenting news. 

Candidates must be responsible, have good writing 

skills, be available 10 to 12 hours a week and have 

reliable internet access. Internships require an academic 

sponsor. Applicants should send a resume, a cover 

letter explaining your interest and links to at least three 

examples of journalistic work to editor Cierra Bailey at 

cbailey@embarcaderomedia.org by noon April 22. 

We’re looking 
for a few interns

DanvilleSan Ramon

Safeway Inc. hiring Senior Business Intelligence Analyst / DATA MGT GOV & BI 
in Pleasanton, CA. May telecommute. Reports to Pleasanton. Must have legal 
right to work in US. EOE. Subj. to bckgrnd check. $116,646–130K/yr. Email 
resume: TA.Applications@albertsons.com Attn: P. Ang. Ref# 0315MP

Medallia, Inc.  has the following positions available in Pleasanton, CA:  
Professional Services, Technical Manager (CIPMD): Serve as a work-stream 
lead on Medallia product implementation projects. This position has an annual 
salary range of $136,890 - $156,890. Sales Director, Decibel/Medallia (CIPJM):
Conduct in-depth research on target accounts. Develop & devise prospecting 
campaigns through skillful implementation of advanced knowledge of Decibel/
Medallia’s products & operations. This position has an annual salary range of 
$161,000 - $181,000.  Both positions are based at HQ and may be assigned to 
unanticipated worksites throughout the U.S. as determined by management.  
Telecommuting permitted. Send resume to: hiring@medallia.com. Must 
reference job title and job code.  Background checks required.

To advertise here please visit PleasantonWeekly.com/employment_ads/.
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KLASSY THOUGHTS LLC
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 604236
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as:
1.) Klassy Thoughts LLC , located at 6200 
Stoneridge Mall Road, Suite 307, Pleasanton, 
CA 94588, Alameda County. Mailing Address: 
3819 Vineyard Ave Apt 86, Pleasanton, CA 
94566.
This business is conducted by: a Limited 
Liability Company.
The name and residence address of the 
registrant(s) is(are):
KLASSY THOUGHTS LLC
6200 Stoneridge Mall Road, Suite 307
Pleasanton, CA 94588
CALIFORNIA
Registrant has not yet begun to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of Alameda on February 26 
2024.
(PLW Apr 5, 12, 19 and 26, 2024)

JUNBI LIVERMORE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 604992
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as:
1.) JUNBI LIVERMORE , located at 3046 W 
JACK LONDON BLVD, LIVERMORE, CA 94551, 
ALAMEDA County. Mailing Address: 
11040 BOLLINGER CANYON RD STE E#450, 
SAN RAMON, CA 94582.
This business is conducted by: a Limited 
Liability Company.
The name and residence address of the 
registrant(s) is(are):
HAPPY DRAGONS, LLC
11040 BOLLINGER CANYON RD STE E#450
SAN RAMON, CA 94582
State of Incorporation/Organization: CA
Registrant has not yet begun to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of Alameda on March 21 
2024.
(PLW Apr 5, 12, 19 and 26, 2024)

ODYSSEY TABLETOP
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 604779
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as:
1.) Odyssey Tabletop  , located at 2445 8th 
Avenue Apt #1 Oakland, CA 94606, Alameda 
County.
This business is conducted by: an Individual.
The name and residence address of the 
registrant(s) is(are):
CHRISTOPHER PIRKLE
2445 8th Avenue Apt #1
Oakland, CA, 94606
Registrant began transacting business under 
the fictitious business name(s) listed above 
on 02/21/2024
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of Alameda on March 13 
2024.
(PLW Mar 29, Apr 5, 12 and 19, 2024)

SPOILED BEAUTY GLAM LLC
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 604235
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as:
1.) Spoiled Beauty Glam LLC , located at 6200 
Stoneridge Mall Road, Suite 307, Pleasanton, 
CA 94588 Alameda County. Mailing Address: 
3819 Vineyard Ave., Apt 86, Pleasanton, CA 
94566
This business is conducted by: a Limited 
Liability Company.
The name and residence address of the 
registrant(s) is(are):
SPOILED BEAUTY GLAM LLC
6200 Stoneridge Mall Road, Suite 307
Pleasanton, CA 94588
CALIFORNIA
Registrant has not yet begun to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of Alameda on February 26 
2024.
(PLW Apr 5, 12, 19 and 26, 2024)

ATOMIC GLASS ART
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 604713
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as:
1.) Atomic Glass Art, located at 3615 Olympic 
Ct. N. Pleasanton, CA 94588, Alameda 

County.
This business is conducted by: a Married 
Couple.
The name and residence address of the 
registrant(s) is(are):
JENNIFER TOMIC
3615 Olympic Ct. N.
Pleasanton, CA 94588
MILAN TOMIC
3615 Olympic Ct. N.
Pleasanton, CA 94588
Registrant began transacting business under 
the fictitious business name(s) listed above 
on 09/23/2023
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of Alameda on March 11 
2024.
(PLW Mar 22, 29, Apr 5 and 12, 2024)

E-Z CARE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 604265
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as:
1.) E-Z CARE  , located at 2891 Diavila Court 
Pleasanton, CA 94588, Alameda County.
This business is conducted by: a Limited 
Liability Company.
The name and residence address of the 
registrant(s) is(are):
HARMONY SUPPORT SERVICES LLC
2891 Diavila Court
Pleasanton, CA 94588
State of Incorporation/Organization: 
California
Registrant has not yet begun to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of Alameda on February 26 
2024.
(PLW Apr 5, 12, 19 and 26, 2024)

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION MANAGEMENT
COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION FINANCIAL
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 604988
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as:
1.) Community Association Management , 2.) 
Community Association Financial  , located 
at 6088 Sunol Blvd, Suite 100, Pleasanton, CA 
94566, Alameda County.
This business is conducted by: a Limited 
Liability Company.
The name and residence address of the 
registrant(s) is(are):
ALVAND CAM LLC
6088 Sunol Blvd Suite 100
Pleasanton, CA 94566
State of Incorporation/Organization: CA
Registrant began transacting business under 
the fictitious business name(s) listed above 
on 06/14/1999
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of Alameda on March 21 
2024.
(PLW Mar 29, Apr 5, 12 and 19, 2024)

TITAN ELECTRICAL SERVICES
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 605044
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as:
1.) Titan Electrical Services  , located at 
4207 Mirador Drive Pleasanton, CA 94566, 
Alameda County.
This business is conducted by: a Corporation.
The name and residence address of the 
registrant(s) is(are):
TITAN ELECTRICAL SERVICES
4207 Mirador Drive
Pleasanton, CA 94566
State of Incorporation/Organization: 
California
Registrant began transacting business under 
the fictitious business name(s) listed above 
on 03/22/2024
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of Alameda on March 22 
2024.
(PLW Mar 29, Apr 5, 12 and 19, 2024)

10XCAREER LLC
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 605027
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as:
1.) 10xCareer LLC  , located at 1060 Bartlett 
Place, Pleasanton, CA 94566, Alameda 
County.
This business is conducted by: a Limited 
Liability Company.
The name and residence address of the 
registrant(s) is(are):
10XCAREER LLC
1060 Bartlett Place

Pleasanton, CA 94566
State of Incorporation/Organization: 
California
Registrant has not yet begun to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of Alameda on March 22 
2024.
(PLW Mar 29, Apr 5, 12 and 19, 2024)

LAVENDER LEMON DROP VINTAGE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 604793
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as:
1.) Lavender Lemon Drop Vintage  , located 
at 7550 St Patrick Way Apt #607, Dublin, CA 
94568, Alameda County.
This business is conducted by: an Individual.
The name and residence address of the 
registrant(s) is(are):
KIRSTEN LOWN
7550 St Patrick Way Apt #607
Dublin CA, 94568
Registrant has not yet begun to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of Alameda on March 13 
2024.
(PLW Mar 29, Apr 5, 12 and 19, 2024)

TRI VALLEY CONSTRUCTION AND DESIGN
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 605046
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as:
1.) TRI VALLEY CONSTRUCTION AND DESIGN  
, located at 4207 Mirador Drive Pleasanton, 
CA 94566, Alameda County.
This business is conducted by: a Corporation.
The name and residence address of the 
registrant(s) is(are):
TRI VALLEY CONSTRUCTION AND DESIGN
4207 Mirador Drive
Pleasanton, CA 94566
State of Incorporation/Organization: 
California
Registrant began transacting business under 
the fictitious business name(s) listed above 
on 03/22/24
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of Alameda on March 22 
2024.
(PLW Mar 29, Apr 5, 12 and 19, 2024)

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF 
NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF
CALIFORNIA FOR THE COUNTY OF ALAMEDA
Case No.: 24CV069302
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
Petitioner: Hyun Woo Nam filed a petition 
with this court for a decree changing names 
as follows:
KYUHYEON NAM to MAY KYUHYEON NAM
KYUHYEOK NAM to MATTHEW KYUHYEOK 
NAM
KYUHOON NAM to HOONIE KYUHOON NAM
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated below to show 
cause, if any, why the petition for change of 
name should not be granted. Any person 
objecting to the name changes described 
above must file a written objection that 
includes the reasons for the objection at 
least two court days before the matter is 
scheduled to be heard and must appear 
at the hearing to show cause why the 
petition should not be granted. If no written 
objection is timely filed, the court may grant 
the petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING: 05/28/2024, 10:00 a.m., 
Dept. 14 of the Superior Court of California, 
County of Alameda located at 1221 Oak 
Street, Oakland, CA, 94612.
A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE shall 
be published at least once each week for 
four successive weeks prior to the date set 
for hearing on the petition in the following 
newspaper of general circulation, printed in 
this county:
PLEASANTON WEEKLY
Date: 03/29/2024
Thomas I. Nixon
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT
(PLW Apr 12, 19, 26 and May 3, 2024)

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF 
NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF
CALIFORNIA FOR THE COUNTY OF ALAMEDA
Case No.: 24CV067067
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
Petitioner: Maryna Daniliuk filed a petition 
with this court for a decree changing names 
as follows:
MARYNA DANILIUK to MARINA DANILIUK
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated below to show 
cause, if any, why the petition for change of 

name should not be granted. Any person 
objecting to the name changes described 
above must file a written objection that 
includes the reasons for the objection at 
least two court days before the matter is 
scheduled to be heard and must appear 
at the hearing to show cause why the 
petition should not be granted. If no written 
objection is timely filed, the court may grant 
the petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING: 04/25/2024, 10:00am, 
Dept. 14 of the Superior Court of California, 
County of Alameda located at 1221 OAK 
STREET, OAKLAND, CA 94612.
A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE shall 
be published at least once each week for 
four successive weeks prior to the date set 
for hearing on the petition in the following 
newspaper of general circulation, printed in 
this county:
PLEASANTON WEEKLY
Date: 03/11/2024
THOMAS I. NIXON
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT
(PLW Mar 22, 29, Apr 5 and 12, 2024)

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE 
OF:
WILLARD E. JOHNSON, AKA WILLARD 
EDWARD JOHNSON, DECEASED
Case No.: 24PR069585
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and persons who may 
otherwise be interested in the will or estate, 
or both, of WILLARD E. JOHNSON, AKA 
WILLARD EDWARD JOHNSON, DECEASED.
A Petition for Probate has been filed by: LISA 
J ENNIS in the Superior Court of California, 
County of Alameda.
The Petition for Probate requests that:
LISA J ENNIS be appointed as personal 
representative to administer the estate of 
the decedent.
THE PETITION requests the decedent’s 
will and codicils, if any, be admitted to 
probate. The will and any codicils are 
available for examination in the file kept 
by the court. THE PETITION requests 
authority to administer the estate under 
the Independent Administration of Estates 
Act. (This authority will allow the personal 
representative to take many actions without 
obtaining court approval. Before taking 
certain very important actions, however, 
the personal representative will be required 
to give notice to interested persons unless 
they have waived notice or consented to 
the proposed action.) The independent 
administration authority will be granted 
unless an interested person files an objection 
to the petition and shows good cause why 
the court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held on 
May 10 2024 at 9:45 AM in Dept. 202 of 
the Superior Court of California, County of 
Alameda, located at 2120 Martin Luther King 
Jr Way, Berkeley CA 94704.
If you object to the granting of the petition, 
you should appear at the hearing and state 
your objections or file written objections 
with the court before the hearing. Your 
appearance may be in person or by your 
attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor 
of the decedent, you must file your claim 
with the court and mail a copy to the 
personal representative appointed by the 
court within the later of either (1) four 
months from the date of first issuance of 
letters to a general personal representative, 
as defined in section 58 (b) of the California 
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date 
of mailing or personal delivery to you of a 
notice under section 9052 of the California 
Probate Code. Other California statutes and 
legal authority may affect your rights as a 
creditor. You may want to consult with an 
attorney knowledgeable in California law. 
You may examine the file kept by the court. 
If you are a person interested in the estate, 
you may file with the court a Request for 
Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of 
an inventory and appraisal of estate assets 
or of any petition or account as provided in 
Probate Code section 1250. A Request for 
Special Notice form is available from the 
court clerk.
Petitioner in Pro Per:
Lisa J Ennis
522 London Street
San Francisco CA 94112
415-608-0279
(PLW Apr 12, 19 and 26, 2024)

SUMMONS Case No. 23CV051197
(CITACION JUDICIAL)
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT (A VISO AL 
DEMANDADO): 
MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION 
SYSTEMS, INC. AS NOMINEE FOR UNCLE 
CREDIT UNION; JAMES MILES GOTTFORCHT; 
SUSAN GAIL GOTTFURCHT; GEORGE G. 

PITARRA JR. AKA GEORGE G. PITARRA; ROBYN 
ELAINE ASHLEY AND DOES 1 THROUGH 40 
INCLUSIVE
YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF: (LO ESTÁ 
DEMANDANDO EL DEMANDANTE): 
Matadors Community Credit Union
NOTICE! You have been sued. The court may 
decide against you without your being heard 
unless you respond Within 30 days. Read the 
information below.
You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after this 
summons and legal papers are served on 
you to file a written response at this court 
and have a copy served on the plaintiff. A 
letter or phone call will not protect you. 
Your written response must be in proper 
legal form if you want the court to hear 
your case. There may be a court form that 
you can use for your response. You can find 
these court forms and more Information 
at the California Courts Online Self-Help 
Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), your 
county law library, or the courthouse nearest 
you. If you cannot pay the filing fee, ask 
the court clerk for a fee waiver form. If you 
do not file your response on time, you may 
lose the case by default, and your wages, 
money, and property may be taken without 
further warning from the court. There are 
other legal requirements. You may want to 
call an attorney right away. If you do not 
know an attorney, you may want to call 
an attorney referral service. If you cannot 
afford an attorney, you may be eligible for 
free legal services from a nonprofit legal 
services program. You can locate these 
nonprofit groups at the California Legal 
Services Web site (www.lawhelpcalifornia.
org), the California Courts Online Self-Help 
Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or 
by contacting your local court or county bar 
association. NOTE: The court has a statutory 
lien for waived fees and costs on any 
settlement or arbitration award of $10,000 or 
more in a civil case. The court’s lien must be 
paid before the court will dismiss the case. 
¡AVISO! Lo han demandado. Si no responde 
dentro de 30 días, la corte puede decidir 
en su contra sin escuchar su version. Lea la 
información a continuación. Tiene 30 DIAS DE 
CALENDARIO después de que le entreguen esta 
citación y papeles legales para presentar una 
respuesta por escrito en esta corte y hacer que 
se entregue una copia al demandante. Una 
carta o una llamada telefónica no lo protegen. 
Su respuesta por escrito tiene que estar en 
formato legal correcto si desea que procesen 
su caso en la corte. Es posible que haya un 
formulario que usted pueda usar para su 
respuesta. Puede encontrar estos formularios 
de la corte y mas información en el Centro 
de Ayuda de las Cortes de California (www.
sucorte.ca.gov), en la biblioteca de leyes de su 
condado o en la corte que le quede mas cerca. 
Si no puede pagar la cuota de presentación, 
pida al secretario de la corte que le dé un 
formulario de exencion de pago de cuotas. 
Si no presenta su respuesta a tiempo, puede 
perder el caso por incumplimiento y la corte 
le podra quitar su sueldo, dinero y bienes sin 
mas advertencia. Hay otros requisitos legales. 
Es recomendable que llame a un abogado 
inmediatamente. Si no conoce a un abogado, 
puede llamar a un servicio de remisión a 
abogados. Si no puede pagar a un abogado, 
es posible que cumpla con los requisitos 
para obtener servicios legales gratuitos de 
un programa de servicios legales sin fines de 
lucro. Puede encontrar estos grupos sin fines 
de lucro en el sitio web de California Legal 
Services, (www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), en el 
Centro de Ayuda de las Cortes de California, 
(www.sucorte.ca.gov) o poniéndose en 
contacto con la corte o el colegio de abogados 
locales. AVISO: Por ley, la corte tiene derecho 
a reclamar las cuotas y Ios costos exentos 
por imponer un gravamen sobre cualquier 
recuperación de $10,000 mas de valor recibida 
mediante un acuerdo o una concesión de 
arbitraje en un caso de derecho civil. Tiene que 
pagar el gravamen de la corte antes de que la 
corte pueda desechar el caso.
The name and address of the court is (El 
nombre y dirección de la corte es):
Alameda County Superior Court 1220 Fallon 
Street Oakland, CA 94612
The name, address, and telephone number 
of plaintiff’s attorney, or plaintiff without an 
attorney, is
(El nombre, la dirección y el numero de 
teléfono del abogado del demandante, o del 
demandante que no tiene abogado, es):
Alana B. Anaya 195758 Anaya Law Grou 2629 
Townsgate Rd. Suite 140 (805) 250-9222 
Westlake Village, CA 91361
DATE (Fecha): 11/14/2023
Clerk, by  D. Franklin , Deputy (Secretario) 
(Adjunto)
(PLW Apr 5, 12, 19 and 26, 2024)

Place a legal notice at  
PleasantonWeekly.com/legal_notices/
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Founder | Realtor®
925.216.9083
DRE #01507863

KATIE MOE

JOIN US FOR
OUR ANNUAL

SATURDAY, APRIL 13TH 9:00AM–12:00PM
SCAN THIS QR CODE TO RSVP

PRESENTING 2401 SKYLARK WAY, PLEASANTON 4 BED | 2.5 BATH | 2,164 SQFT
ASKING PRICE: $2,179,000

PREMIER OPEN HOUSE: Friday 4/12 from 10AM – 1PM
OPEN THIS WEEKEND: Saturday 4/13 & Sunday 4/14 from 1PM – 4PM

CONNECTING YOU TO YOUR NEW HOME!

Contact Katie Moe for more details or to schedule a showing.

Come enjoy a “resort style’ community for those 55+.  

With so many amenities and activities there is truly  

something for everyone.

•   Friendships flourish at the Clubhouse Community 

Center over a cup of coffee. Enjoy food at the Potlucks,  

the thrill of winning at Bingo, Bunco, Bocce, Billiards and so 

much more. A tastefully decorated and well-stocked library 

is available for those desiring a quiet moment.

•   For those seeking exercise try the swimming pool or the 

tree lined walking paths throughout the Park.

•   Access to Shadow Cliffs Park is just outside the back gate.

•   Downtown Pleasanton is a short drive/ride away to the 

quaint shops and a variety of dining options.

NEW HOMES
In the low $400,000’s

Offered by

RIVIERA HOMES
Jan Morrison

HCD #1526305

925-750-7809
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www.ArmarioHomes.com

JUST LISTED
2810 FOOTHILL OAKS DR, PLEASANTON

OFFERED AT $3,995,000
8113 WAR GLORY PLACE, PLEASANTON

LISTED AT $1,999,000

1057 BARTLETT PLACE, PLEASANTON
LISTED AT $2,598,888

7810 BERNAL AVE, PLEASANTON
LISTED AT $2,795,000

CALL TODAY FOR ACALL TODAY FOR A
FREE HOME VALUATION:FREE HOME VALUATION:

(925) 302-2626(925) 302-2626

DeAnna Armario | (925) 694-0806
459 Main Street, Pleasanton
DRE# 01363180 | Broker DRE# 02065804

In the last 2 weeks Armario Homess:In the last 2 weeks Armario Homess:In the last 2 weeks Armario Homes:

7810 BERNAL AVE, PLE
LISTED AT $2,795

Allow us to assist you next.Allow us to assist you next.
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WE LIST, WE SELL, WE CLOSE!

This is not intended as a solicitation if your property is currently listed with another broker. The above information, is based on data received from public sources or third parties and has not be independently verified by the broker, Keller Williams Tri-Valley 
Realty. If important to readers, readers are advised to verify information to their own satisfaction.

JORDAN RANCH 2026 CENTRAL 
PARKWAY, 

DUBLIN
3 BD  |  3.5 BA

2,002 SQ. FT.  
LIVING SPACE

SOLD FOR  
$1,260,000

SOLD

PONDEROSA VILLAGE 678 GREYLYN DRIVE, 
SAN RAMON
3 BD + LOFT  

(4TH BD OPTION) 
2.5 BA

1,850 SQ. FT.  
LIVING SPACE 

3,234 SQ. FT. LOT

SOLD FOR  
$1,670,000

SOLD

MONTEVIDEO 218 MILO PLACE, 
SAN RAMON
5 BD  |  3 BA

2,228 SQ. FT.  
LIVING SPACE

7,000 SQ. FT. LOT

SOLD FOR  
$1,775,000

SOLD

WELLINGTON COMMUNITY 5375 BLACK AVENUE 
#4, PLEASANTON

2 BD  |  2 BA

1,245 SQ. FT.  
LIVING SPACE

LISTED FOR  
$759,000

PENDING

CARRIAGE HILLS ESTATES

663 ROMEO COURT, 
PLEASANTON

5 BD  |  3 BA
APPROX. 3,700 SQ. FT. LIVING SPACE

.47 ACRES
LISTED FOR $2,795,000

NEW LISTING

OPEN SAT & SUN 1-4PM

GOLDEN EAGLE

2173 INVERNESS COURT, 
PLEASANTON

3 BD  |  2.5 BA
2,520 SQ. FT. LIVING SPACE

LISTED FOR $1,848,000

PENDING

THE PERCH

7934 REGIONAL COMMON, 
DUBLIN

3 BD  |  3 BA
1,584 SQ. FT. LIVING SPACE

LISTED FOR $1,098,888

NEW LISTING

OPEN SAT & SUN 1-4M
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LIZ VENEMA, FOUNDING LUXURY MEMBER, KWTV

#1

Did you get it right? Maximize your property’s exposure and potential with Dual
Agency. Our experienced agents work tirelessly to showcase your property to
motivated buyers while ensuring your needs and preferences are prioritized
throughout the process. Contact us to hear more about our negotiation strategies!


