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We are leading the way in advanced therapies, research, 

and clinical trials—with an unwavering focus on your 

quality of life. 

Our Circle of Care approach cares for you as a whole person—

from diagnosis to treatment and recovery. 

With pioneering expertise across all types of cancer, our team 

of surgical, medical, and radiation oncologists works together—

alongside care coordinators, specialized nurses, therapists,  

and other professionals—to meet your individual needs.

Expert Cancer Care

Led by Compassion

Our Cancer Centers

• Castro Valley

• Emeryville

• Palo Alto

• Pleasanton

• San Jose

Additional Medical 

Oncology Location

• Redwood City

Additional Radiation 

Oncology Location

• Turlock

To learn more, call 1-833-444-SMCC (7622) or visit: 

stanfordhealthcare.org/cancercenterpleasanton 

stanfordhealthcare.org/cancercenteremeryville 

stanfordhealthcare.org/cancercentercastrovalley
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A
lthough it’s two weekends 
away, the anticipated grid-
lock is already on my mind.

Caltrans recently put out a press 
release reminding us in the Bay 
Area news media (and by proxy, 
everyone in the community) that 
southbound Interstate 680 will be 
fully closed between the I-680/I-580 
connector in Pleasanton/Dublin 
down to Koopman Road in Sunol 
from the night of Nov. 3 through 
the early morning of Nov. 6.

This is the latest in what’s been 
a handful of weekend-long shut-
downs on one side of the freeway so 
far this year to accommodate major 
repaving work and the new ex-
press lane through this part of the 
Tri-Valley — in addition to recur-
ring overnight lane closures during 
weeknights for roadwork and some 
daytime impacts on the right lanes 
for tree trimming along I-680.

To a degree, freeway construction 
has been the theme for the western 
side of Pleasanton in 2023. It’s what 
I’ve thought about every time driv-
ing into and through town, watching 
the center median, shoulders and 
ramps change incrementally over 
the months.

These full-weekend closures cer-
tainly contribute to that feeling, 
ratcheting up the intensity for not 
only freeway drivers but the nearby 
neighborhood residents and busi-
nesses as well.

Part of the logic, as I see it, is 
that blocking off all of the lanes on 
a weekend is considered the best 
opportunity to get a large chunk 
of work area completed without 
impacting drivers during the work-
week and ultimately shortening the 
overall project timeframe.

“This work will repair deteriorat-
ing existing pavements and enhance 
motorist safety while reducing the 
number of nightly closures needed 
on the project,” Caltrans said of the 
upcoming weekend closure.

And while a sound argument in 
concept, it must be applied with 
caution, in moderation and by all 
means with public notification. 
Even though they aren’t commute 
days, weekends are still very busy 
times for people traveling within or 
through the Tri-Valley.

Not to mention the fact pretty 
much every East Bay freeway will 
have trickle-down impacts.

When I-680 southbound is closed 
between Pleasanton and Sunol 
from 9 p.m. Friday, Nov. 3, through 
4 a.m. Monday, Nov. 6, locally the 
Stoneridge Drive, Bernal Avenue 

and Sunol Boulevard ramps on that 
side of the freeway will obviously 
be off-limits.

Southbound freeway drivers will 
be directed either east to I-580 to 
Highway 84 to south of the clo-
sure area in Sunol, or west to I-580 
through Castro Valley to I-880 
south, according to Caltrans.

Northbound lanes will be open in 
Pleasanton and Sunol, but I can only 
imagine the rubber-necking slow-
downs that will occur south of Sunol 
as well as through the closure area.

In town, motorists on westbound 
Sunol Boulevard in Pleasanton will 
only be allowed to take I-680 in the 
northbound direction.

Southbound Foothill Road and 
southbound Pleasanton Sunol Road 
will be closed at Castlewood Drive. 
Drivers on southbound Foothill 
can only turn left onto Castlewood 
Drive and only turn left again onto 
Pleasanton Sunol Road to north-
bound I-680, Caltrans said.

But the detours will be regional 
as well, to hopefully lessen traffic 
impacts for those already in the 
Tri-Valley.

Motorists on westbound I-80 in 
Vacaville and Fairfield will be told by 
signs that they can remain on I-80 to 
southbound I-880. Those on I-680 
south near the Benicia-Martinez 
Bridge will be encouraged to take 
I-780 to the Carquinez Bridge in-
stead. After the Benicia Bridge, I-680 
southbound drivers will be urged 
over to Highway 4 (in Concord) or 
Highway 24 (in Walnut Creek).

People coming west on I-580 
from the Tracy area are reminded 
of the option to take Highway 84 to 
get south of Sunol, rather than drive 
through Dublin and Pleasanton.

“Caltrans is aware that the closures 
will impact the motoring public and 
measures are being taken to mini-
mize inconvenience. Caltrans thanks 
the motoring public in advance for 
your patience as we work to improve 
I-680,” they said. No kidding.

My advice: To the best of your 
ability, consider adjusting plans 
that weekend to avoid driving on 
that stretch of I-680, or really any 
other freeway in the Tri-Valley or 
in the entire East Bay for that mat-
ter — or if it can’t be avoided, ready 
yourself emotionally and physically 
for what could be a drive at slower 
than a snail’s pace.

It’s never too soon to prepare. 
Unless, of course, unexpected 
weather before or during that week-
end cancels the whole thing, mak-
ing it all for naught. C’est la vie. 

About the Cover
Alisal Elementary School teachers hold up signs as part of a rally organized by 
the Association of Pleasanton Teachers after school on Oct. 12 amid ongoing 
tense negotiations with the district. Photo by Chuck Deckert. 
Cover design by Doug Young. Vol. XXIV, Number 39

Never too early to plan

WHAT A WEEK
BY JEREMY WALSH

NEW PLEASANTON LISTINGS OPEN THIS WEEKEND

9TIME WINNER AS PLEASANTON’S BEST REALTOR

VOTED BEST REALTOR IN THE EAST BAY 2021, 2022 & 2023

Gina Piper
925.200.0202

DRE #01201349

gina@elationre.com

ElationRE.com

COMING NOVEMBER 1ST:

3469 Bernal Avenue
Adorable 2 bedroom, 1 bathroom home 

located close to downtown Pleasanton

7977 FOOTHILL KNOLLS DR
5 Bedrooms, 3.5 Bathrooms 

4,128 Sq Ft, 33,781 Sq Ft Lot 

3341 PRAIRIE DRIVE
5 Bedrooms, 3 Bathrooms 

3,030 Sq Ft, 11,281 Sq Ft Lot 

~ OPEN SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 1:00 - 4:00 PM ~

$$$$$$$$$$$$3333,,,,1111115555500000000,,,,00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 $$$$$$$$$$$$222222222,,,,,,555555555559999888,,0000000000000000

30thh Annual

Start & Finish in Downtown Pleasanton
5K/10K Entry Includes Long Sleeve T-shirt

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22 - 8:00 AM8:00 AM

spiritrun.pleasantonrotary.org

DADA

Long Sleeve Shirts for 5K/10K*      Finisher Medals!
Raffle Prizes!      Age Group Awards!

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS AND BUSINESS ADVISORS
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Streetwise ASKED AROUND TOWN

Christie Bru, with Molly
Elementary school teacher

I really enjoy gardening and sewing, and doing lots of 
home DIY projects. Also, I like to make decorative items by 
quilling, which is an art form involving strips of paper that 
are rolled, shaped and glued together to create beautiful 
designs.

Alfred Bru
Retired/dog walker

I’m very interested in ancient history and ancient 
civilizations, particularly Roman and Egyptian. So I read a 
lot of books and watch a lot of documentaries about that. 
I’m also quite passionate about music, and making new 
music at home with all of the new technologies available. 

What types of hobbies and interests do you enjoy pursuing in your spare time?

Patrick Nguyen
Front desk

I actually don’t have a whole lot of spare time to 
pursue my hobbies and interests, but when I do, it’s 
most often with my family, especially my dad. I always 
know that whatever interest or hobby it happens to 
be, if I do it with my father, we’ll have a really great 
time. 

Andy Bru
Aerospace engineer

I love playing guitar and participating in a co-ed 
softball league. I also enjoy flying small planes and 
have my private pilot’s license. I do that as often as I 
can.

Reed Zimpfer
Bartender/data analyst

COVID re-sparked my interest in video games because 
there were so few other activities I could do. I also like 
to hang out with my dog Charles. Another interest is 
to find and spend time at local coffee shops and beer 
gardens — not big chains — because I find that that 
brings me opportunities to meet like-minded people. 
Working out at the gym is something else I enjoy.

Have a Streetwise question? Email editor@PleasantonWeekly.com

The Pleasanton Weekly is published every Friday by Embarcadero Media, 5506 Sunol Blvd., Suite 203, Pleasanton, CA 
94566; (925) 600-0840. Mailed at Periodicals Postage Rate, USPS 020407. 

The Pleasanton Weekly is mailed upon request to homes and apartments in Pleasanton. However, in order to continue 
delivering you the news you depend on, we encourage you to become a paid subscribing member. 
Go to www.PleasantonWeekly.com/subscribe to start supporting the Pleasanton Weekly today.   

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Pleasanton Weekly, 5506 Sunol Blvd., Suite 203, Pleasanton, CA 94566. ©2023 
by Embarcadero Media. All rights reserved. Reproduction without permission is strictly prohibited.

—Compiled by Nancy and Jeff Lewis

GET TICKETS NOW!
LivermoreArts.org

L I V E  A T  T H E  B A N K H E A D

FRI OCT 27
Gene Morgan Insurance Agency
2020 Fourth Street, Livermore

(925) 447-2565 ext. 2220
mike@genemorganinsurance.com

Call me today for
your free, no-
obligation review
of your life
insurance needs!
We represent the
most competitive
and financially
stable insurance
companies and
can find you the
best rate for 
your needs.
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Newsfront
Exhibit extended

Citing its popularity, the 
Museum on Main has extended 
the run of its recent exhibit “The 
Don Century: Amador Valley 
High School 1923-2023” through 
the end of this year. 

The exhibition, which opened 
in late August in recognition of 
Amador’s centennial anniver-
sary, “features photographs and 
memorabilia from across all 10 
decades of Amador’s existence, 
as well as video interview foot-
age with alumni who attended 
Amador as far back as the 1940s 
and as recently as the 2020s,” mu-
seum officials said. 

By extending “The Don 
Century”, the museum is not pro-
ducing its annual “What Are You 
Afraid Of?” exhibit that aligns 
with its Ghost Walk program — 
but does plan to give the gallery 
a spooky makeover each night of 
the Ghost Walk and has created 
a scavenger hunt themed around 
fears and phobias.

The booking of the traveling 
display “Gadgets Galore!” has also 
been bumped from December to 
late 2024 instead. 

Hexcel meetings
Dublin city officials are holding 

two community meetings next 
week to share information about 
the private project to redevelop 
the Hexcel building on the west 
side of Dublin as a new commer-
cial life sciences complex.

Property owner Overton 
Moore Properties seeks to tear 
down the existing 62,175-square-
foot Hexcel research and devel-
opment facility and build a new 
125,304-square-foot complex 
with a light-industrial, advanced 
manufacturing and life sciences 
facility, 217 parking stalls and 
related site improvements. The 
land is at 11711 Dublin Blvd., 
just west of the Dublin Pioneer 
Cemetery and Dublin Heritage 
Park & Museums properties.

The meetings held via Zoom, 
which will provide the same in-
formation at each, are set for 
Wednesday (Oct. 25) at 6 p.m. 
and Thursday (Oct. 26) at 7 p.m. 
Learn more at https://dublin-
development.icitywork.com/.

Bay Area Travel Study
The Metropolitan Trans-

portation Commission is work-
ing with regional transit agency 
partners to conduct the “Bay Area 
Travel Study”, which aims to learn 
more about how people travel 
throughout the nine-county Bay 
Area.

“Our goal is a Bay Area that 
is affordable, connected, diverse, 
healthy and economically vibrant 
for all of our residents and is also 
a great place for all our region’s 
visitors to enjoy,” MTC Chair and 
Napa County Supervisor Alfredo 
Pedroza said in a statement. For 
more information, go to https://
bayareatravelstudy.mtc.ca.gov. 

DIGEST

BY CHRISTIAN TRUJANO

F
airlands Elementary School 
parents have been express-
ing their frustration about 

how the Pleasanton Unified School 
District handled the situation when 
an unauthorized man was found 
sleeping in a campus storage room 
with several knives nearly two 
weeks ago.

About 20 parents, including a 
former Fairlands teacher, spoke out 
during the Oct. 12 school board 
meeting to tell district officials that 

they must take immediate actions to 
improve the school’s safety protocols 
and practices so that something like 
that never happens again.

“We need immediate account-
ability at the top,” Dana Borys, a 
mother of two children who attend 
Fairlands, told the board on Oct. 
12. “Superintendent David Haglund 
and Fairlands principal Heidi 
Deeringhoff must take responsibil-
ity now for this lapse in security to 
ensure personally this won’t happen 
again, otherwise there may be blood 

on your hands ... This was a very 
close call.”

On Oct. 6, Fairlands students and 
staff experienced a lockdown after 
school employees found 32-year-old 
Rhodney Henderson, a transient out 
of Berkeley, sleeping in a storage area 
on the second floor of the school, ac-
cording to authorities.

Henderson was found wear-
ing only his boxers and lying on a 
couch surrounded by open food and 
drinks, according to a probable cause 
declaration written by Pleasanton 

Police Department Officer Mario 
Guillermo. It was later discovered 
that he had concealed three knives 
— which police believe he took from 
the school’s kitchen — and a ham-
mer underneath the pillow that he 
was sleeping on in the storage room.

Henderson has been charged by the 
Alameda County District Attorney’s 
Office with two felony counts: hav-
ing weapons on school grounds and 
second-degree burglary.

Livid Fairlands parents demand answers;  
more details emerge in intruder’s case

District vows to hold community meeting at school to discuss situation in near future

Recall 
petition 

drive 
underway
Opponents accuse 
Price of being too  
soft on criminals

BY RUTH DUSSEAULT / BCN

T
he race is on in the peti-
tion drive to recall Alameda 
County District Attorney 

Pamela Price.
Representatives for the group Save 

Alameda For Everyone (SAFE) an-
nounced last week they have received 
1,900 requests from volunteers to 
collect signatures and hired a profes-
sional petitioning firm that began 
canvassing on Oct. 9.

Price has faced backlash against 
her progressive policies. Her op-
ponents consider her to be soft on 
crime.

“I think the 
ideal candidate 
is someone who 
will be willing to 
work as a D.A. 
and to rebuild 
what has been 
destroyed,” said 
Carl Chan, one 
of the group’s 
principals.

Chan said an ideal district attorney 
should be constructive and under-
stand the needs of the county and 
make sure that victims’ families will 
be supported.

“But they must also avoid send-
ing the wrong message to young 
people committing crime,” he said. 
“Committing crime is not OK!”

The District Attorney’s Office was 

BY CHRISTIAN TRUJANO

P
leasanton teachers rallied 
in front of their respective 
schools across the city last 

week and packed the Board of 
Trustees meeting that same night 
as a way to show their support for 
their union’s ongoing negotiation 
efforts for a higher raise, fully 
paid health benefits and smaller 
class sizes.

While the Association of 
Pleasanton Teachers has not voted 
to authorize a strike as of Monday, 
according to union leadership, 
teachers and parents voiced their 
concerns about pay and benefits 
at the school board meeting while 
many teachers held up signs read-
ing, “We don’t want to strike, but 

we will for our students.”
“We used to be considered a des-

tination district with competitive 
applicants, and we had our pick of 
the best teachers with years of ex-
perience,” Bree Barnett Dreyfuss, a 
physics teacher at Amador Valley 
High School, told the trustees on 
Oct. 12. “Now it feels like our staff 
and admin are going through a 
revolving door. It’s a common joke 
that anyone competent will soon 
realize there are better places to 
work.”

Every year, the APT and district 
representatives negotiate salary, 
calendar and benefits as part of a 
three-year contract with the two 
parties. Each side of the bargain-
ing teams gets the opportunity to 

open to articles in the contract to 
renegotiate.

In May 2022, both sides ap-
proved a new collective bargaining 
agreement that included a 3.25% 
salary increase and 2% additional 
compensation benefits.

In addition to the salary raise, 
another 0.25% was added to the 
increase with the approval of a 
2022 Public Agency Retirement 
Services memorandum of under-
standing for retirement incentive. 
This brought the total salary in-
crease to 3.5% in the ratified 2022-
23 APT contract.

The contract, which is open for 
negotiations every three years, 

Negotiations at a crossroads
Parents, union reps pack board meeting  

after teachers picket outside schools

CHUCK DECKERT

Amador Valley High School teachers rally in front of the campus on the afternoon of Oct. 12, with signs 
expressing their views on ongoing negotiations between their union and the district.

See FAIRLANDS on Page 10

See TEACHERS on Page 11 See RECALL on Page 8

Pamela Price
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NEWSFRONT

 SELLING?

SELLE
SEMINSEMIN

FREE
LEARN WHERE TO BEGIN

 SELLING?

E TO BEGIN

What Buyers Look For

Selling “As Is” vs. Fixed Up

Costs Associated with Selling

How to Use Proposition 19

The Pulse of Our Housing Market

HOSTED BY KATIE MOE
FOUNDER OF CONNECT CALIFORNIA HOMES

SCAN TO LEARN MORE
Meal will be provided. Seating is limited.

TOPICS WILL INCLUDE:

KATIE MOE
Founder | Realtor

925-216-9083
DRE #01507863

NOTICE
Pleasanton Residents Only

— It’s Garden Clean-up Time — 
Pleasanton Garbage Service

will do its part to have a safe and clean city!

FREE DROP OFF OF 
GARDEN CLIPPINGS ONLY

No dirt, bricks, cement, rocks or household 
garbage. Tree trimmings cannot be larger 

than 3 inches in diameter.

Saturday, October 21st, 2023
Pleasanton Transfer Station

3110 Busch Rd. • 8am - 4pm
Please show drivers license for ID

BY CHRISTIAN TRUJANO

A
fter listening to a mostly 
one-sided group of parents 
and community members, 

the Sunol Glen School Board of 
Trustees last week opted not to over-
turn a flag resolution that has caused 
a significant divide within the com-
munity in the past two months.

During last week’s regular meet-
ing, a resolution presented by Trustee 
Peter “Ted” Romo to repeal the past 
decision on limiting the school dis-
trict to only fly the U.S. flag and state 
flag was unsuccessful as the other 
two members of the three-person 
board decided not to second Romo’s 
motion.

Another resolution voicing sup-
port for Superintendent Molleen 
Barnes and the teachers at Sunol 
Glen — also written by Romo, who 
has been the lone dissenting voice 
against the flag ban that has been 
linked to support of the LGBTQ+ 
pride flag — did not receive a second 
for a vote either.

“Should either these resolutions be 
voted down ... there may be no other 
reasonable way to read this decision 
as other than a clear indication of the 
future direction of the members of 
the board here,” Romo said during 
the Oct. 10 meeting. “One where we 
should not be surprised if when they 
seek other measures supported only 
by a minority and one where they 
seek to silence opposition whether 
it’s voiced otherwise, by taking ac-
tions retaliatory or otherwise, wheth-
er it be against the superintendent 
directly, the teachers and the staff 
indirectly, or members of the greater 
Sunol school community.”

A third resolution to shift the focus 
back to “educational excellence” was 
also on the agenda and grouped in 
the discussion with the other two 
but was also unsuccessful as the mo-
tion also failed without receiving a 
second.

On Sept. 12, the Sunol school 
board majority of Board President 
Ryan Jergensen and Trustee Linda 
Hurley voted to pass a resolution 
that bans Sunol Glen from display-
ing any flags that are not the U.S. or 
California state flags.

During that tense hearing, many 
public comments focused on the 
LGBTQ+ pride flag and how the res-
olution was only written up after four 
people spoke out during an August 
board meeting against “special inter-
est groups” possibly being allowed to 
fly their flags at the school. Barnes 
allowed the LGBTQ+ pride emblem 
to be flown on the school flagpole in 
June after a previous such flag was 
torn down from a campus fence that 
month.

“In June of 2021 we hung it on 

a fence. The Earth didn’t stop. The 
Rapture didn’t come. Gay kids felt 
more included. The end,” Austin 
Bruckner, president of the Castro 
Valley Pride organization, told the 
board last week. “Gay kids felt safer, 
they felt more supported.”

Bruckner also told Hurley and 
Jergensen that when they passed the 
Sept. 12 flag resolution, they added 
to the growing number of people 
around the country telling LGBTQ+ 
kids that “there is something wrong 
with them, when in fact the issue is 
you.”

While there were a couple of voices 
who supported Romo’s Oct. 10 reso-
lution to repeal the flag decision, the 
overwhelming majority of the public 
speakers during the meeting focused 
on the fallout that has divided the 
Sunol community and how they 
need to put their focus back on the 
students.

Amber McKnight, a Sunol Glen 
parent, said that she had been trying 
to get more families to enroll their 
kids in the school — but now those 
families and kids are saying they 
don’t want to go to Sunol because of 
how messy things have become in 
the small town.

“(They) have let me know that they 
are no longer comfortable because 
of the divisiveness ... they don’t want 
to come because this is ridiculous,” 
she said. “They don’t want to come 
because our community is damaged 
beyond repair. At this point, we don’t 
think there’s actually a community 
to save.”

She pointed out that there’s a 
deeper issue than the flag resolu-
tion drama and that outside groups 
of people have been misconstruing 
what Sunolians actually feel about the 
flag resolution debate.

“You guys think this is about flags 
or religion? It’s not. It’s about our kids 
and our community and we are let-
ting people come in here and treat us 
like we’re not people ... and it’s awful,” 
she said. “Nobody cared about the 
flag not being on the pole ... We didn’t 
care. It was only there because some-
body stole it.”

James Lowder, who ran unsuccess-
fully for a seat on the board last 
year, also touched on the harass-
ment that Jergensen’s family have said 
they have been experiencing when 
he took a moment to hold up several 
screenshot images purportedly from 
Trustee Romo’s wife, Denise Kent 
Romo — who served as a Sunol 
school board trustee just a few years 
ago. The screenshots showed clown 
faces photoshopped over the face of 
Jergensen.

Jergensen had recently filed for 
and was initially granted a temporary 
restraining order against Kent Romo 

after Jergensen alleged that her posts 
online have rallied people to send 
him threatening messages. Another 
court hearing in the civil case is ex-
pected soon.

“Outside organizations are threat-
ening board members and injecting 
their partisan politics and influence 
in our local governance. This is not 
OK,” Jergensen said in his opening 
remarks.

Lowder also voiced his disagree-
ment with the Oct. 10 resolutions 
that Romo brought forward and how 
he, like many of the other public 
speakers, supported the original flag 
decision.

He said a school should only focus 
on educating children and it should 
not involve them in “partisan politics 
and culture wars”, which he thought 
was what the previously approved 
flag resolution does.

During a tense closing comments 
section of that portion of the meet-
ing, Hurley called out Romo, saying 
that he was the one putting fear into 
the community and into the teach-
ers. She also said that any teachers 
worried about possibly losing their 
job — as Romo had previously men-
tioned — are getting those notions 
because of Romo.

“You put it out there that this was 
going to happen,” Hurley said. “So if 
the teachers and the kids are alarmed, 
thank you, Mr. Romo, for putting 
that alarm out there on social media.”

She also said that the resolution of 
support for teachers and the super-
intendent that was brought up on 
Tuesday was a blanket statement that 
she did not support. However, she 
said that any discrimination against 
teachers due to their political beliefs 
should not be tolerated and claims of 
mistreatment should be investigated 
on an individual level.

And while Hurley did blame Romo 
for falsely alarming people that the 
board and district would be taking 
disciplinary action on the superin-
tendent and the teachers, she also 
said that the topic of Barnes was a 
different story.

“Of course I support the teachers,” 
Hurley said. “We have already done 
a review on (Barnes) last spring and 
we have another one scheduled this 
coming spring, and we’ll deal with it 
then. Right now is not a good time to 
ask me if I think she’s done a really 
good job.”

Both Hurley and Jergensen now 
find themselves at the center of a 
potential recall effort that has been 
started by parents, teachers, former 
school board members and other 
Sunolians. According to the recall 
effort campaign website, unitedfor-
sunolglen.org, the group is still in the 
phase of preparing paperwork. 

Sunol school board upholds 
contentious policy that bans 

LGBTQ+ pride flag
More speakers support prior resolution, want district to move on
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Our Comprehensive Breast Cancer Program provides a  

“One Team – Complete Care” approach to women and 

men newly diagnosed with breast cancer. A dedicated team 

of specialists including a medical oncologist, a radiation 

oncologist, and a breast surgeon reviews every case in 

a single, same-day visit to discuss treatment options and 

customize a care plan with you. This coordinated approach can 

reduce anxiety by not having to wait for individual appointments, 

and minimizes the time between diagnosis and treatment.  

The ongoing collaboration and communication between you and members 

of your team ensure treatment is coordinated, timely and effective.

For more information on how the Comprehensive  
Breast Cancer Program can make a difference,  

visit johnmuirhealth.com/comprehensivebcprogram.

Breast Cancer 
Treatment  
and Care.  
Coming Together  
is What Sets  
Us Apart.
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Dr Inning Chen
Optometrist

4450 Black Ave Suite C, Pleasanton, CA 94566
amadorvalleyopto@gmail.com Phone 925.462.2600
www.amadorvalleyopto.com Fax 925.462.2605

To explore more about Pleasanton, 
visit us at www.cityofpleasantonca.gov

HIGHLIGHTS
Bicycle, Pedestrian, and Trails Committee Meeting
Monday, October 23, 2023, at 6:30 p.m.
The meeting will be held at the Pleasanton Senior Center– 5353 
Sunol Blvd.

•  Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) Complete Streets 
Checklist – 2024 State Transportation Improvement Program, 
I-680/Sunol Boulevard Interchange Modernization Project

BY JEREMY WALSH

F
lames raged through a 
set of empty commercial 
buildings in Livermore on 

Sunday evening, sending a major 
column of smoke billowing into 
the dusk sky and threatening an 
adjacent shopping center.

All told, three of the four va-
cant buildings in the 1500 block 
of Holmes Street were a total loss 
while the fourth was heavily dam-
aged, according to Livermore-
Pleasanton Fire Department 
Chief Joe Testa. The fire did 
spread to the roof of a neighbor-
ing retail building that includes 

the Charming Fig among its ten-
ants, causing some damage.

The first call came in just before 
5:15 p.m. Sunday about buildings 
on fire just north of intersection 
of Holmes Street and Concannon 
Boulevard, according to Testa. 
It took firefighters from LPFD 
and the Alameda County Fire 
Department nearly two hours to 
get the three-alarm fire under 
control at the long-vacant com-
mercial complex.

There were no injuries to the 
public or fire crews during the 
incident, according to Testa. The 
cause of the fire remains under 

investigation by LPFD 
and the Livermore 
Police Department.

Access to Holmes 
Street and Concannon 
Boulevard through 
the area was closed to 
vehicular traffic dur-
ing the fire response. 
All roadways had re-
opened by 9:30 p.m., 
according to LPD, 
who handled the 
road closures with 
assistance from the 
California Highway 
Patrol. 

BY CIERRA BAILEY

L
as Positas College officials 
are investigating an incident 
on campus that surfaced in 

a video online involving two stu-
dents engaging in a heated verbal 
exchange.

The video was captured from the 
perspective of one person who was 
waving an Israeli flag and depicts 
another student approaching them 
while hurling verbal insults, includ-
ing referring to the student holding 
the flag as a “Nazi” and accusing 
them of supporting genocide.

The student taking the video re-
sponded in kind saying, “you’re the 
one killing Jews,” among other claims.

The two engaged in a brief argu-
ment until the first student eventu-
ally walked away.

The roughly 30-second video 
began making its rounds on social 
media on Friday; however, LPC 
officials said they couldn’t confirm 
exactly when the interaction took 
place as it was not reported to 
campus safety or any other admin-
istrative office.

After being made aware of the 
clip, the campus posted a statement 
to social media that says the college 
“stands firmly against hate speech.”

“Harassment, antisemitism and 
all hate speech are unacceptable 
and do not reflect the mission and 

values of our college. The safety 
and well-being of all students and 
employees on our campus will re-
main our highest priority. We will 
take appropriate action to support 
our students and their safety on 
campus,” the statement reads.

LPC officials said that they were 
not aware of any official event or 
demonstration that was planned 
for the campus in Livermore last 
Friday but they are conducting “a 
thorough investigation” to gather 
information about the altercation.

Some online commenters re-
sponded to LPC’s statement, call-
ing for the suspension or expulsion 
of the student who is first seen 

making insults in the video di-
rected toward the person holding 
the flag.

The school said once it has its 
findings from the investigation, 
appropriate action will be taken 
in accordance with their student 
due process procedures. However, 
the outcome will remain confi-
dential as student disciplinary re-
cords are protected by the Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy 
Act, with limited exceptions. “In 
most cases, the college must obtain 
written permission from the stu-
dent in order to release any infor-
mation from a student’s education 
record,” the college said.

In addition to the initial state-
ment in response to the video, LPC 
officials told Livermore Vine that 
the Chabot-Las Positas Community 
College District has shared mes-
sages with the district community 
acknowledging the feelings of sad-
ness, anxiety, grief and anger that 
many are experiencing.

“The district will continue to 
convey that there are resources 
available to both students and staff 
during these difficult times. These 
support services include mental 
health crisis resources that are 
available for free and are accessible 
through a variety of platforms,” 
LPC officials said. 

Vacant commercial buildings destroyed by fire
LPFD, LPD officials working to determine cause of destructive blaze

Viral video shows altercation involving students at LPC
Leads to statement from college decrying hate speech; investigation underway 

LPFD

Firefighters work on the blaze at the vacant commercial complex on Holmes Street 
last Sunday.

asked for comment following the an-
nouncement but had not responded 
as of last week. Price’s campaign has 
not released a statement thus far.

According to the group, they must 
submit 73,195 verified signatures 
from registered Alameda County 
voters by March 5 to recall Price in a 
possible June special election.

They also need to raise $2 million, 

which they estimate will mostly go to 
pay for professional signature gath-
ering toward the end of the drive, 
when canvassing will be door-to-
door. Chan said “many” businesses 
have asked to be signature sites as 
well, mostly convenient stores and 
gas stations.

Brenda Grisham, another princi-
pal of SAFE, says she wants tough-
er sentencing for people who have 
committed murder. Grisham’s son, 
Christopher LaVell Jones, was killed 

in the crossfire between gangs out-
side of a church on New Year’s Eve 
in 2010.

“They were never charged for my 
son’s murder,” Grisham said of the 
gunmen who shot her son. “One was 
killed by the police. The other killed 
someone else and is in prison for 
that, and the third has been in jail for 
federal gun charges.”

Grisham said she accompanies vic-
tims’ families to court.

“I also went to court with another 

family where the young man has al-
ready been let go after two and a half 
years,” Grisham said, referring to the 
case of James Vega who, at the age of 
28, shot Jarin Purvis in April 2020.

Vega was initially charged with 
murder in the case, but Price an-
nounced that she would instead seek 
involuntary manslaughter charges for 
the killing, saying it was an accidental 
shooting.

“And I sat there when the judge 
said, ‘we have to do what’s on this 

piece of paper. We have to do what 
we’re told to do.’ So, this young man 
has killed someone. He’s been 2-1/2 
years in jail, is a recent murderer. He 
does not have probation and he is not 
on an ankle monitor,” she said.

“We are not here trying to put 
people in jail,” Chan said. “What we 
are talking about are repeat offend-
ers, people committing crimes over 
and over and over again, we cannot 
allow them to be on the streets hurt-
ing people continuously.” 

RECALL
Continued from Page 5
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New Stanford 
Blood Center 
Location Opening 
October 26th!
Save lives with the gift
of blood at our new 
center located in 
Dublin, CA.

Learn more at
stanfordbloodcenter.org
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BY NICOLE GONZALES

T
ri-Valley drivers can ex-
pect portions of Dublin 
Boulevard to completely 

shut down during two upcoming 
weekends for the installation of a 
new bridge overcrossing that aims 
to enhance pedestrian safety.

Closures of the road will take 
place between Dougherty Road to 
Hacienda Drive and are scheduled 
for this Saturday (Oct. 21) at 9 p.m. 
to Sunday (Oct. 22) at 9 p.m., and 
then Nov. 4 at 11 p.m. to Nov. 5 at 7 
a.m. Detour signs displayed on the 
road will direct the flow of traffic 
south to Pleasanton.

The overcrossing is designed 
to create a safer, quicker path for 
pedestrians and cyclists traveling 
down the Iron Horse Regional Trail 
through Dublin. The first closure of 
Dublin Boulevard will allow work-
ers to install the bridge piece, while 
the second will be to pour the con-
crete walkway on the bridge.

In their announcement, Dublin 
officials reminded residents that 
the closures may still be subject to 
change. “Please be aware that there 
is a possibility, due to unforeseen 
circumstances, that the dates and 
times of the closure may change,” 
they said.

The installation and closures 
had previously been scheduled for 
September but were delayed after 
contractors at Goodfellow Bros. 
Sequoia detected faulty bolts in the 
overcrossing piece, city officials 
said.

The project has an estimated cost 
of $14 million, supported by funds 
from Alameda County Measure BB 
and BART Measure RR. It aims 
to address present conditions for 
those traveling along the trail that 
are “quite skewed” and require ad-
ditional maneuvering through in-
tersections in traffic-heavy areas, 
city officials said. 

New dates set for Dublin Blvd. closures
Project installing trail overcrossing on city thoroughfare 

CITY OF DUBLIN

The Iron Horse Trail overcrossing, as seen from above, will be installed this fall, 
causing closures for parts of Dublin Boulevard.

The criminal complaint states that 
he served time behind bars after 
being convicted for second-degree 
robbery in Contra Costa County in 
December 2009 and again in 2011. 
Due to those two past convictions, 
he was not eligible for probation.

It also states that he was on proba-
tion during the time of his arrest on 
Oct. 6. Henderson is being held at 
Santa Rita Jail without bail and was 
set to be arraigned on these charges 
on Wednesday at the East County 
Hall of Justice in Dublin, with results 
pending as of press time.

Guillermo also stated in his report 
that when PPD received the call on 
Oct. 6, dispatch told officers that 
they had received a call that was 
possibly related the night before at 
around 8:24 p.m. of a person jump-
ing the fence near the Fairlands mul-
tipurpose room.

“We received a call from a resi-
dent reporting someone jumping 
the fence. Officers responded to 
the school but they were not able 
to locate the individual,” PPD Sgt. 

Marty Billdt told the Weekly.
After examining video footage, it 

was later determined that Henderson 
did jump the fence and enter the 
school through an unlocked door 
while the night custodians were fin-
ishing their rounds of cleaning, au-
thorities said.

Henderson was discovered at 
around 10:47 a.m. Oct. 6 and PPD 
arrived less than 10 minutes later 
to arrest Henderson before students 
and staff were given the all-clear no-
tice at around 11:20 a.m., authorities 
said. No injuries or violence were re-
ported during the school lockdown.

What followed after the incident 
were days of criticism by parents 
who said that the district did not 
provide timely details, did not pro-
vide staff with proper safety pro-
tocols and should have done more 
preventative measures so that the 
intruder could not have entered the 
school in the first place.

“Teachers truly put our students 
first to protect them before our-
selves,” Angela Girod, a parent of 
two former PUSD students and a 
former teacher at Fairlands from 
2014 to 2021, told the board during 

public comment on Oct. 12. “But 
did the teachers have all the tools 
in their training to truly protect 
those students? Did they have the 
wherewithal to actually know those 
kids were going to be safe? No. 
Not by any fault of theirs, but by 
the complete lack of preparedness, 
inconsistent training and practice 
provided by the district and by each 
school’s site.”

That’s why Tomasz Borys said he 
and wife Dana organized a parent 
meeting on Oct. 11 so that a group of 
roughly 30 could brainstorm togeth-
er on demands that they presented to 
the board the following day.

Tomasz Borys told the Weekly that 
he remembers when he got that ini-
tial lockdown notification on Oct. 6 
and when his wife went over to the 
school to see what was happening, 
which is where she saw her daughter 
in the back area of the school.

“Our daughter was with a couple of 
friends and they ran up to the fence 
explaining to her that they’re scared,” 
Tomasz Borys told the Weekly.

He and all the other parents pre-
sented five demands to the school 
board on Oct. 12. for how the district 
needs to move forward with mea-
sures to prevent anything like this 
happening again.

The lead demand from parents 
was that the district needs to take 
immediate action to make sure that 
the school’s doors and gates are 
locked at all times so that visitors 
have to be admitted upon approval.

“There’s absolutely no excuse for 
the doors to be unlocked or wide 
open,” Tomasz Borys said. “Someone 
from the inside can actually hit a 
button and unlock the doors, so 
I’m not quite sure why they’re not 
actively utilizing that.”

A few parents at the board meet-
ing said that they actually wit-
nessed the school’s front gates open 
during school hours without any 
supervision.

Stephanie Mayer, mother of a 
7-year-old Fairlands student, shared 
a story of going to the school last 
week and seeing its front-door wide 
open.

“On Wednesday I personally 

witnessed the front door being 
wide open,” Mayer told the board 
on Oct. 12. “I took a picture, went 
inside and asked what was going on 
and I got a BS excuse of why it was 
left open.”

Parents also called for the district 
to work with PPD to do a full review 
of the video footage during the in-
cident and provide a debrief to see 
where things went wrong so that the 
district can fix those issues.

They also want an overhaul of cur-
rent security and lockdown process-
es including changing procedures for 
custodians when they clean the cam-
pus at night and creating a group of 
individuals who sweep the campus 
at night and in the morning before 
teachers and staff get there.

They said that lockdown proce-
dures specifically need to be reas-
sessed because, contrary to what the 
district said in their initial notices to 
parents, things did not go smoothly 
during the lockdown on Oct. 6.

Tomasz Borys said while the dis-
trict tried to portray it as a situation 
where nobody got physically hurt 
— which is accurate — and that ev-
erything would be fine, to him it was 
a big deal because the breach could 
have been a lot worse.

“In this situation, it’s kind of weird 
and sick that I’m saying this, but we 
got lucky,” he said. “We got extremely 
lucky because this could have been a 
million times worse. Can you imag-
ine if this person was armed?”

During his superintendent report 
out to the board on Oct. 12, Haglund 
did his best to address many of the 
concerns that parents had about the 
whole situation and said that while it 
was a difficult incident, he appreci-
ated Fairlands staff and administra-
tion’s swift response.

“I want to thank the entire 
Fairlands community and the team 
at the school site for their efforts 
to keep our students safe, even as 
they themselves were frightened,” 
Haglund said.

He also said that while the inves-
tigation is still ongoing, the district 
will work on communicating any 
new developments in a transparent 
manner.

He added that while communica-
tion is not a simple task, the district 
tries to do so with “the utmost hon-
esty, based on the information that 
we have in our hands at the time.”

“If you’ve done communications, 
you know that often you give a mes-
sage only to find out two minutes 
later that there’s additional details 
that you didn’t include,” Haglund 
said. “That doesn’t indicate that 
someone was trying to hide infor-
mation from you. It just means that 
we’re trying to communicate with 
the best information and the most 
accurate information that we have 
on hand at the time.”

The superintendent did however 
mention that the district took notes 
during the Oct. 12 meeting and 
would be communicating back out 
to parents regarding the district’s at-
tempts to address some of the issues 
parents brought forward that night.

“These conversations are critical 
learning opportunities for our team, 
and will help to strengthen our sense 
— both our sense — of safety and 
community,” Haglund said. “Please 
know that the district staff is com-
mitted to working collaboratively 
with each of our site teams to en-
hance the safety protocols for our 
staff and students at each PUSD 
school site.”

But as PUSD works on enhancing 
safety protocols, Tomasz Borys made 
it clear that he and the rest of the 
parents want to continue to be a part 
of those discussions.

“We want to see what these pro-
tocols are ... and more importantly, 
what the timelines are going to be,” 
he said.

The last demand from parents ties 
into that request as they called for 
a special meeting to be held with 
Fairlands administration, staff, par-
ents, district leaders, custodian rep-
resentatives and PPD so that they 
can look for tangible solutions.

The board collectively agreed 
at the end of the Oct. 12 meeting 
to hold a community meeting at 
Fairlands sometime in the near fu-
ture after they review the incident 
more and confirm that they could 
get PPD out there as well. 

FAIRLANDS
Continued from Page 5

TAKE US ALONG

Cruisin’ Glacier Bay: The Jensen family of Kristina, Annalise, Bjorn and Sofie 
enjoyed a cruise of Glacier Bay in Alaska, posing here with the Weekly at the 
Margerie Glacier.

To submit your “Take Us Along” entry, email your photograph to editor@
pleasantonweekly.com. Be sure to identify who is in the photo (names listed 
from left to right), the location, the date and any relevant details about where 
you took your Weekly.
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covered the next three academic 
years and included a one-year set-
tlement for the 2022-23 portion of 
the agreement and health benefits 
for employees in line with CalPERS 
health benefits — a maximum of 
$5,000 including all CalPERS-
required contributions.

APT President Cheryl Atkins told 
the Weekly that the two parties re-
turned to the negotiation table this 
Tuesday but no deal was reached, 
with another bargaining session set 
for next week.

While the union has not voted on 
authorizing a strike and is not at an 
impasse with the district, they are 
not happy with the district’s previous 
offer of a 6.3% pay raise, according 
to Atkins.

“Tuesday this week, APT and dis-
trict management returned to the 
negotiating table,” Atkins told the 
board during the Oct. 12 meeting. 
“There was very little movement on 
both sides and we were asked why? 
Why would we ask for a 15% raise as 
though we were being unreasonable? 
We say Pleasanton students deserve 
the best — we believe this and all of 
our asks support our students and 
our guiding principles.”

District administration has not re-
sponded to requests for comments as 
of press time.

Atkins went on to explain why the 
APT is asking for the 15% raise as 
well as their requests for fully paid 
health benefits, reduced class sizes 
and changes to the school year work 
calendar, citing new ongoing money 
that the district has received, which 
could go toward paying teachers.

“Last year, the state gave an un-
precedented amount of money to all 
districts, our district received 13.2% 
of new ongoing money,” Atkins said. 
“That’s approximately $28 million 
of ongoing money. That means it 
comes every year.”

Atkins referenced the 3.25% raise 
and $5,000 toward medical that the 
APT agreed to with the district last 
year, saying that settlement was too 
small given the amount of money 
the district received from the state.

“APT saw just over $3 million of 
the $28 million, in increase of salary,” 
Atkins said. “This has been the trend 
for the last five years.”

She also talked about how the 
union pleaded with the district all 
year to reopen the bargaining agree-
ment so that they could negotiate 
for better compensation given that 
increase in ongoing money, which 
the district declined due to want-
ing to wait for this year’s round of 
negotiations.

“The district got a freebie for a 
year, but you knew we would be 
back. You knew we would be expect-
ing a healthy raise like our surround-
ing districts were receiving and I 
reminded you every time I came 
up here to the dais,” Atkins said. “I 
would have thought that you would 
have put some of that money aside 
to offer this year, but you haven’t. We 

continue to be an afterthought. Your 
people should be first.”

She also said that at the end of 
this year, there was $14 million in 
fallout money, which is extra ongo-
ing money that wasn’t spent by the 
district, that she said should have 
been factored into the district’s offer 
to APT.

“You could have added the $14 
million to the 6% you already bud-
geted for and offered it to us, and 
we would likely be settled by now, 
but you didn’t,” she said. “Now this 
year, you’ve received another 8.22% 
of ongoing money and yet your offer 
hasn’t even reflected that, let alone 
anything from last year.”

She said that while the district 
points toward declining enrollment, 
deficit spending and the need to 
budget ongoing money from the 
state toward programs like special 
education, these are issues that other 
districts face and yet those districts 
still find ways to appropriately pay 
their teachers.

“Deficit spending is when you 
have to go into your savings account 
to pay your bills. We know many of 
our teachers have to do this repeat-
edly, or they need two jobs to pay 
their bills,” Atkins said. “Budgets are 
projections and if there’s $14 million 
at the end of the year, this is not defi-
cit spending.”

Rachel Wysong, a Valley View 
Elementary parent, spoke to the 
school board in support of the teach-
ers, saying that her daughter, who is 
in fourth grade, has only had first-
year teachers throughout her time at 
Valley View.

“We lost almost half of our teach-
ers last year,” she said. “My daughter 
is in fourth grade and ... four out of 
her five teachers have been first-year 
teachers.”

She said that while she does like 
first-year teachers, as they can be 
hungry and eager to teach, they 
might not be as prepared to handle 
classes as the experienced teachers, 
who she said are having to step in 

and help the newer teachers.
“I’m watching all of our teachers 

be stressed to the limit. I’m watch-
ing them, they are tired, they are 
worn out,” she said. “They are leav-
ing because we are not paying them 
enough.”

She also criticized the district for 
not meeting the APT’s demands and 
that in order to keep teachers for lon-
ger than 12 years, they need to make 
the district a desirable place to work.

“Shame on all of you ... Enough 
is enough,” Wysong added. “Stop 
dragging your feet, figure out how 
to fix your budget. Without teachers, 
we don’t have schools; we don’t have 
education.” 

TEACHERS
Continued from Page 5

NEWSFRONT

Hearing impaired individuals may use the California Relay Service at 711 or 800-735-2929 TTY/VCO/HCO to voice.

OCTOBER 2023

NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
DRAFT REMOVAL ACTION WORKPLAN
Kiewit Property, Pleasanton, California 94556

WHAT IS BEING PROPOSED?
The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) invites you to review and comment on a Draft
Removal Action Workplan (RAW) for the Kiewit Property (Site), located at 3300 Busch Road in 
Pleasanton, California 94566. Historically, the Site was used as a borrow pit operation that was 
reportedly backfilled prior to the Kiewit Corporation (Kiewit) taking ownership of the property in the 
1960s. Kiewit utilized the Site for storage and maintenance of construction equipment and materials. 
The draft RAW is a cleanup plan that proposes excavation to address the presence of total petroleum 
hydrocarbons and polychlorinated biphenyls in soil at the Site. The public comment period begins 
on October 23, 2023 and ends on November 27, 2023. Written comments must be postmarked or 
emailed by Monday, November 27, 2023, and sent to: Matthew Kasjaka, DTSC Project Manager, 
8800 Cal Center Drive, Sacramento, California 95826, or email to Matthew.Kasjaka@dtsc.ca.gov.

DTSC encourages you to comment on the draft RAW. We will consider and respond to all public
comments before making a final decision on the draft RAW. A Response to Comments document 
will be sent to everyone who submits comments or requests a copy. A copy of the Response to 
Comments will also be available on DTSC’s EnviroStor database. You may review the draft RAW 
and other Site documents at the following information repositories:
https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/profile_report.asp?global_id=60003462; City of 
Pleasanton Library, 400 Old Bernal Ave, Pleasanton, CA 94566; Phone: (925) 931-3400; DTSC 
File Room, 8800 Cal Center Drive, Sacramento, CA 95826; Phone: (916) 255-4159; call for 
appointment.
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) As a lead agency under CEQA, DTSC is required to 
evaluate and disclose significant environmental effects of a proposed project. DTSC prepared a
Notice of Exemption for the Site and determined that the project would not have a significant effect on 
public health or the environment.
CONTACTS: For questions regarding this Site, you may contact Matthew Kasjaka, DTSC Project
Manager at (916) 255-3698, or Matthew.Kasjaka@dtsc.ca.gov. For questions regarding public 
participation and information in Spanish, please contact Ashley Blesio, DTSC Public Participation
Specialist, at (916) 255- 6519 or Ashley.Blesio@dtsc.ca.gov.

Additional information on DTSC sites can be found through EnviroStor. (rev. 5-2020)
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BY JEREMY WALSH

T he essence of “theatre” en-
tertainment will be on full 
display at the Bankhead 

Theater in downtown Livermore 
for an entire weekend next month 
— with the big-name bill to match 
the occasion.

Over three consecutive days, 
the Bankhead’s “Theatre Festival 
Weekend” will welcome a two-
time Tony Award winner, a multi-
Emmy winner, another Emmy 
nominee, one of the most recog-
nizable child stars of the ‘90s and 
a musical story about an early 
African American cowboy.

“These performances will bring 
‘theatre with an -re’ alive right 
here at The Bankhead, with some 
absolute stars and stories that will 
entertain, fulfill, uplift and trans-
port audiences, theatre fans both 
new and old,” Livermore Valley 
Arts officials said.

Kicking off 
the Bankhead 
Presents spe-
cial weekend 
will be “An 
Evening with 
Brian Stokes 
Mitchell” on 
Nov. 10.

A longtime 
actor on stage 

and screen, with experience as a 
musical composer as well, Stokes 
Mitchell first gained wide promi-
nence as a regular on the TV series 
“Trapper John, MD” in the late 
1970s and early ‘80s.

As his career turned to the stage, 
the baritone performer became 
one of Broadway’s leading men, 
earning a Tony for Best Actor in 
a Musical for “Kiss Me, Kate” in 
2000 as well as nominations for his 
work in “Ragtime”, “King Hedley 
II” and “Man of La Mancha”. 
He received a second Tony, the 
Isabelle Stevenson Award, in 2016 
for his charitable work with The 
Actors Fund.

He has amassed a range of no-
table credits on television, stage 
and in the voice booth over the 
decades.

“A passionate human being and 
a dynamic star performer, it will 
be a do-not-miss night of un-
paralleled artistry — with classic 
Broadway hits and contemporary 
favorites alike,” LVA officials said.

The following night, Nov. 11, the 
Bankhead will host a rendition of 
“Cross That River: The Musical”, 
which tells the story of a run-
away slave who becomes one of 
America’s first Black cowboys — a 
particularly relevant production for 
a community with a rich ranching 
heritage like Livermore. The show 
stars composer and co-writer Allan 
Harris in the lead role.

“Equal parts history and story-
telling theatre follow the adven-
tures of Blue, our protagonist, as 
he navigates through a world of 
danger and uncertainty to pursue 
his dreams of freedom and suc-
cess, portraying a significant mo-
ment in American history where 
Black cowboys lived and helped 

settle the West,” LVA officials said. 
“This compelling tale of freedom 
integrates fiction with historical 
fact, and each song presents a 
different page in this complicated 
chapter of American history.”

Closing out the festival on the 
afternoon of Nov. 12, three stars of 
stage and screen will present live 
theatrical readings as part of the 
“Selected Shorts: Let Us Tell You 
A Story”.

“With sample themes cover-
ing everything from ‘Uncharted 
Territories’ and ‘Timeless Classics’ 
to ‘New Beginnings’ and ‘Lovers 
& Strangers,’ the theme(s) select-
ed for Livermore will suit The 
Bankhead and the community, 
proving to be a truly memorable 
afternoon performance,” LVA reps 
said.

The cast will feature two-time 
Emmy Award winner Tony Hale, of 

“Veep” and “Arrested Development” 
fame; Jane Kaczmarek, a seven-
time Emmy nominee for her work 
on “Malcolm in the Middle”; and 
Mara Wilson, known best for her 
childhood film credits including 
“Mrs. Doubtfire”, the “Miracle on 
34th Street” remake and “Matilda”.

For tickets and more informa-
tion about Bankhead Presents’ 
“Theatre Festival Weekend”, go to 
livermorearts.org. 

What’s happening around 
the Valley in music, theater, 

art, literature and moreTri-Valley Life

COURTESY LVA

“Cross That River: The Musical”, the story of one of America’s first Black cowboys, will be performed in Livermore on 
Nov. 11.

Brian Stokes 
Mitchell

BY JUDE STRZEMP

Under cloudy morning skies, 
artists installed some of the 
first tree sweaters for this 

year’s downtown Livermore Tree 
Sweater Forest.

Designs of flowers, an autumn 
landscape, a giraffe and more 
kicked off the art installation’s 10th 
year on Sept. 30, with each piece 
created using a fiber art technique 
like knitting or crocheting. During 
installations, passersby praised 
the sweaters and their artists with 
smiles and compliments, some 
stopping for photos and a moment 
of admiration.

Rachel Flory, co-coordinator 
of the Tree Sweater Forest and 

artist behind the tree sweater 
named “Autumn Daisies,” said she 
appreciates the community’s posi-
tive reaction, as it reaffirms the 
purpose of the tree sweater forest 
— sparking joy.

“I love to make people smile,” 
Cece Daly, creator of a tree sweater 
called “Gianna the Giraffe,” said. 
“That’s the whole reason why I do 
what I do with my crocheting.”

Excitement for the sweaters 
spread from the street.

“The one outside is really fun,” 
said Therapy Stores manager 
Danielle Benoit of Andie Rosen-
din’s “Woodland Wonder” sweater, 
which is located outside the store-
front. “I love little mushrooms and 

things like that. I like seeing the 
trees look so cozy.”

By late morning, just six of 
the anticipated 24 to 25 sweaters 
wrapped trees on First Street, two 
of which had been installed be-
fore the event’s official start time at 
9 a.m.

Nevertheless, Flory expected 
more sweater installations through-
out the day and into the next couple 
weeks. This means people still have 
the opportunity to catch an instal-
lation in-action on First Street, be-
tween L and Maple streets.

The sweaters will remain in-
stalled until Nov. 19, after which 
artists can either take their tree 
sweaters home or donate them. 

Bankhead books ‘ Theatre Festival Weekend’Bankhead books ‘ Theatre Festival Weekend’
‘An Evening with Brian Stokes Mitchell’, ‘Cross That River’ and star-studded ‘Selected Shorts’

Artists dress downtown trees 

for annual sweater forest
Livermore public art display running now through Nov. 19

JUDE STRZEMP

Cece Daly, artist of “Gianna the Giraffe”, poses next to crocheted creation at 
the downtown Livermore Tree Sweater Forest on Sept. 30.
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W
hen you play a football 
season, teams focus on 
one game at a time.

But, as focused as a team can be, 
it’s impossible not to look ahead at 
times and circle the calendar.

For local high school football 
fans, it is easy for us to jump ahead 
and circle the calendars for certain 
games.

I had one last week with the 
De La Salle at San Ramon Valley 
game and it didn’t disappoint, with 
the Wolves taking the Spartans to 
the limit before falling 33-27 in 
overtime.

This week had another circle 
on the calendar as Amador Valley 
travels to Granada.

Before the season started, I had 
the Mats and the Dons as the top 
two teams in the East Bay Athletic 
League Valley Division. And 
through the first two weeks of the 
league season, it certainly has shak-
en out that way.

Granada sits 6-2 overall and 2-0 
in league. Amador is 5-2 and 2-0. 
They have the two most explosive 
offenses, with the winner all but 
locking up the Valley title midway 
through the league.

But there is one more thing that 
makes this an explosive game: The 
Granada transfers that went to 
Amador.

The Matadors have highly touted 
quarterback senior Quinn Boyd 
leading the way. He’s got a great 
arm and has gotten a lot of deserv-
ing looks from Division I college 
football programs.

But there was another pretty 
good quarterback at Granada in 
junior Tristan Tia. With Boyd en-
trenched as the starter, Tia had two 

options — play behind Boyd this 
season and then take the starting 
job as a senior, or transfer.

Tia, along with his cousin Paul 
Tia, took the latter and enrolled at 
Amador last spring. Due to hor-
ribly inconsistent transfer rules, the 
duo had to sit the first five games of 
the season.

Even with a sophomore at quar-
terback, the Dons played well 
enough to go 3-2 — including a 
41-34 win over Monte Vista, a team 
that beat Granada 42-3.

Since the Tias have been eligible, 
it’s been full steam ahead as a dy-
namic passing game has emerged. 
The Dons have beaten Dougherty 
Valley 70-0 and Livermore 42-7.

Granada beat a good Dublin side 
21-14, then Dougherty Valley 42-7.

This all takes us to Friday night 
(Oct. 20). How does it shake out? 
That remains to be seen, but be sure 
of one thing: footballs will be filling 
the skies!

Foothill girls’ volleyball

The Falcons ran off two more 
wins, clinching no less than a co-
title and the No. 1 seed of the Valley 
Division for the EBAL playoffs.

The first game of the week — 
Foothill Senior Night — saw a 25-
20, 25-14, 25-15 win over Granada.

All six of the Foothill seniors 
started, and all six had an impact 
on the game.

The highlights came from Paige 
Bennett (co-captain), Katie Salonga 
(co-captain), Nisa Kincaid, Maisha 
Sharma, Maddy Snodgress and 
Ema Vukojevic.

The second match of the week 
was a 25-14, 25-17, 25-11 win over 
Dougherty Valley as the Falcons 

ran their record to 30-1 on the 
season.

Highlights were provided by 
Kaycie Burdick (8 service points, 7 
kills), Lulu Hoenninger (5 blocks, 
2 kills) and Kait Vogel (7 digs, 6 
service points).

Amador Valley girls’ 
water polo

The Dons got seven goals from 
Susan Swyers on the way to a 14-5 

win over Dublin last week. Abigail 
Jones had three goals, with Kate 
Hopkins, Olivia Vollgraf, Zahra 
Alami and Clare Kunich adding 
one each.

Goalie Deepika Suresh had seven 
saves for the Dons.

Amador girls’ tennis

The Dons pulled out a pair 
of wins last week, shutting out 
Granada 9-0 and then easily scoot-
ing by San Ramon by a 7-2 final.

In the win over San Ramon Valley 
the wins came from Montana 
Parkinson-Lubold, Vedika Gowda, 
Neha Reddy, Aashvi Geddam and 
Megha Reddy in singles. Alayna 

West and Bella Cheng took their 
doubles match, as did the team of 
Avital Belau and Rhea Anand.

Against Granada the Dons were 
perfect, winning all nine matches.

Parkinson-Lubold, Gowda, 
Geddam, Megha Reddy, Chloe Fan 
and Lanie Win swept the singles. In 
doubles, the teams of Neha Reddy/
Deshpande, Ella Kuipers/Cheng 
and Belau/Priscilla Lam won their 
matches. 

Editor’s note: Dennis Miller is a 
contributing sports writer for the 

Pleasanton Weekly. To contact him 
about his Pleasanton Preps column, 

email acesmag@aol.com.

PLEASANTON 
PREPS

BY DENNIS MILLER

Sports
Pleasanton Preps sponsored by

846-8802
RoseHotel.net

417-1600
PorkysPizzaPalace.com

    
     

|

New
Palliative 
Program!

Relax with Rex
Rex is an adorable, young adult 
who weighs 13 pounds. He’s 
very sweet, and a little shy when 
meeting new people. He will 
make a wonderful companion 
for someone who has a quiet 
household. Rex walks on a 
leash and he gets along with 
other small, mild-mannered 
dogs. His foster mom says he’s 
doing very well in her home 
with house- and crate-training. 
He’s neutered, vaccinated and 
microchipped. Contact Tri-Valley 
Animal Rescue via tvar.org.

PET OF THE WEEK

TVAR

Transfers add intrigue to 
Amador-Granada football showdown

Also: Highlights from girls’ water polo, volleyball, tennis
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As we navigate 
the evolving media 

landscape, we must 
also adapt our habits 

to support community 
news and keep local 

journalism sustainable. 

THAT’S WHERE  
YOU COME IN!

Our Fall Membership Drive is kicking off today. 
Until October 29, we are excited to offer a special 
introductory rate for all new members of just $9.99 
a month. By changing your habits and becoming 
a member, you will play a pivotal role in keeping 
trusted news in your community. Join us in this 
journey of change. 

While changes are unpredictable, fact-based 
local journalism remains something you can count 
on. Your discounted membership will grant you 
exclusive access to:

Scan for 
a special 
DISCOUNT 
MEMBERSHIP

Take advantage of our exclusive 
discount for new members! 

www.PleasantonWeekly.com/special-offer/

• Unlimited online content
•  Local Scoop: Our monthly

member-only email newsletter
•  Invitations to special member

events, and
•  Access to member-only giveaways
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T
he seasons are changing. 
The leaves are changing. 
The local media land-

scape has been changing for a 
long time. 

I started my career in journal-
ism at a local daily newspaper 
in 1989, well before a number 
of Embarcadero Media’s current 
reporters were born. At the time, 
the newsroom staff was being 
increased to 
report on 
communities 
surrounding 
the paper’s 
primary cov-
erage. They 
were growing 
an already ro-
bust roster 
of reporters 
because of 
reader complaints that the paper 
was “all ads.”

Fast forward more years than I 
want to admit and we find exactly 
the opposite. 

Advertising no longer supports 
the reporting resources necessary 
to do even basic meeting cover-
age, let alone investigative jour-
nalism and analysis. News or-
ganizations have closed, leaving  
“news deserts” — communities 
with little or no access to profes-
sional journalism and fact-based 
news coverage. 

According to a University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
Hussman School of Journalism 
and Media study in 2020, at least 
1,800 communities with a local 
news outlet in 2004 were without 
one at the beginning of 2020. 

The organizations still stand-
ing are mere shadows of their 
former selves with thousands 

of journalists being laid off or 
furloughed. 

The consequences of losing 
news organizations and journal-
ists are devastating and should 
alarm people who believe in 
democratic values.

Embracing the opportunity 
that comes with the challenge, 
our staff is looking to the future 
by making our own changes. We 
will soon introduce you to up-
dated websites and ask for your 
input on ways to improve and 
increase our reporting.

Right now, though, our report-
ers and editors are working hard 
to keep our coverage consistent 
and quality high and paying these 
journalists continues to become 
more difficult.

If you feel a strong local press 
is imperative to an informed 
citizenry and healthy commu-
nity, please consider becoming a 
member or making a one-time 
donation, which a generous 
donor has agreed to match up to 
$40,000!

Thank you for your time and 
consideration.

Gina Channell Wilcox 
Embarcadero VP of Sales 
President & Publisher, East Bay

The consequences 
of losing news 
organizations and 
journalists are 
devastating and should 
alarm people who 
believe in democratic 
values.

Gina Channell 
Wilcox 

If you would like 
to contribute 
financially without 
becoming a member,  
please consider making a

Scan to make 
a ONE-TIME 
contribution

ONE-TIME 
CONTRIBUTION

www.PleasantonWeekly.com/user/ 
subscribe/one-time/

You can always count on the  
 Weekly for reporting the 

truth. We need your support to 
continue to provide fact-based 

local journalism. 

www.PleasantonWeekly.com/special-offer/
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School crossing guard 
hospitalized after being 
hit by vehicle

 An SUV struck a crossing guard 
last week as students made their way 
to Valley View Elementary School in 
Pleasanton, according to a district 
spokesperson.

 Pleasanton Unified School 
District director of communications 
Patrick Gannon told the Weekly 
that the collision, which occurred 
near Vineyard Avenue and Adams 
Way on the morning of Oct. 12, did 
happen while students were being 
dropped off at the elementary school 
located a couple blocks from the 
incident.

 “There was an accident, unfortu-
nately, and a crossing guard was hit 
by a vehicle and transported to the 
hospital,” Gannon said. “There were 
unfortunately students and staff who 
witnessed.”

 Gannon said that the crash was 
severe and that the district was 
working with the Pleasanton Police 
Department to investigate the in-
cident. He also said counselors 
and social workers were available 
to students and staff at the school 
throughout the day.

 PPD Lt. Erik Silacci later stated in 
a press release that the collision oc-
curred at around 7:48 a.m. Oct. 12.

 “Witnesses reported a midsize 

SUV struck a crossing guard who 
was assigned to that intersection. 
Officers rendered aid to the victim 
and he was transported to a local 
hospital with head injuries,” Silacci 
stated.

 PPD Sgt. Marty Billdt told the 
Weekly that because it is an ongoing 
investigation, the department is not 
identifying the driver or the cross-
ing guard. He did, however, confirm 
that the crossing guard was “in stable 
condition” at an area hospital and 
expected to be released this week, as 
of Tuesday.

 Silacci stated that the driver stayed 
at the scene of the incident and has 
been cooperating with police.

 The circumstances of the collision 
remain under investigation. Alcohol, 
drugs and distracted driving did not 
appear to be factors in the crash, 
Silacci added.

 “The city of Pleasanton and the 
Pleasanton Unified School District 
work in collaboration to ensure stu-
dents and parents can safely walk, 
drive and bike to school, which in-
cludes traffic enforcement, commu-
nity outreach and education and de-
ployment of crossing guards at inter-
sections near schools,” Silacci wrote. 
“The city of Pleasanton reminds 
drivers to exercise caution while 
driving on city streets, especially in 
school zones where increased pedes-
trian traffic is common.”

 The roadways surrounding 
Vineyard Avenue and Adams Way 
in the area were closed for several 

hours amid the police investigation, 
reopening just after 1 p.m. that day.

—Christian Trujano

In other news

 • Hart Middle School was evacu-
ated and searched last week after 
a bomb threat was called in but 
ultimately found to be not cred-
ible, according to a Pleasanton police 
spokesman.

 Sgt. Billdt told the Weekly that the 
call was made at 12:24 p.m. Oct. 12, 
which forced the campus adminis-
tration to evacuate the middle school 
on Willow Road.

 PPD, along with the Alameda 
County Sheriff ’s Office bomb squad, 
searched the campus and did not 
find anything, Billdt said. The all-
clear was issued at 1:56 p.m. after it 
was deemed safe for students and 
staff to return to the school.

 He also stated that PPD does 

investigate these types of threats and 
that the department will “try to iden-
tify the suspect to make an arrest.”

—Christian Trujano

 • A Livermore man died when his 
motorcycle was struck by a vehicle 
turning across North Mines Road 
late Tuesday afternoon, according to 
city police.

 “The initial investigation sug-
gests the driver did not see the mo-
torcyclist and failed to yield to the 
motorcyclist. Police do not believe 
drugs nor alcohol played a role,” the 
Livermore Police Department said in 
a statement.

 The situation occurred around 
4:50 p.m. Tuesday, reported to police 
as a traffic collision involving a red 
Honda CRV and a motorcycle on 
North Mines Road at Shirley Way. 
The T-intersection does not have 
a stop sign for either direction of 
North Mines Road.

 Police reported that the motor-
cycle was traveling northbound on 
North Mines Road when the south-
bound SUV started turning left from 
North Mines Road onto Shirley Way 
and collided with the motorcycle.

 Livermore-Pleasanton Fire 
Department personnel attempted 
life-saving measures, but the motor-
cyclist — identified only as a man 
in his 30s from Livermore — was 
pronounced dead at the scene, police 
said. His name is not being released 
publicly yet, with family notification 
pending.

 The SUV driver, described as 
a woman in her early 60s from 
Livermore, remained on scene and 
was cooperating with the investiga-
tion, police said. Her name was also 
not revealed.

 The circumstances of the deadly 
collision remain under police inves-
tigation. 

—Jeremy Walsh

POLICE BULLETIN

Richard L. Silla 
October 4, 1928 – October 6, 2023

Richard L. Silla, Resident of Danville. October 4, 1928 
- October 6, 2023. Rich passed peacefully at his home of 45 
years, just two days after his 95th birthday. Born in San Jose, 
he attended Oakland schools, and upon graduation from 
Fremont High School, went to work for his father’s business, 
C.G. Silla Music Company. Two years later he joined the 
National Guard, and a year after that, he married Gail Killian, 
his high school sweetheart. Before being discharged from the 
Guard, Rich was sent overseas to serve a year in Korea. After 
that, he returned home to go back to work in what later be-
came the family business, Silla Music Company. After their 
father (C.G.) retired, Rich, together with his brother Joe, ran 
the business until they both retired in 1991.

Rich had a full life with Gail, his beloved wife of nearly 67 
years. They were very active socially, until her passing in 2016. 
Rich greatly enjoyed boating and water skiing in the early 
years, but the latter half of his life was devoted to golf. An avid 
golfer for many years, he still met up with his golfing buddies 
for lunch on a regular basis.

Beloved by his entire family, Rich was also preceded in 
death by both of his brothers, Michael and Joe, and his niece 
Nancy Plummer. He is survived by his nephews Stephen 
Silla (Barbara), Mark Killian (Mona), niece Christine Smith 
(Russell), and six grand nephews.

Family and friends are invited to attend a Vigil to be held at 
Hull’s Walnut Creek Chapel, (1139 Saranap Avenue, Walnut 
Creek), on October 23, at 6:30 PM, and a mass to be held at 
St. Isidore Catholic Church (440 La Gonda Way, Danville), 
on October 24, 2023, at 10:30 AM. Reception to follow in the 
church hall.

The family asks that in lieu of flowers, donations be made to 
a charity of your choice, in his honor.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y
P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Amelia Puricelli
April 21, 1941 – October 4, 2023

Amelia passed away on 
Oct. 4th at home peace-
fully after a valiant battle 
with COPD with family 
and friends by her side.

Amelia is survived by 
husband George Puricelli 
— married for 64 years; her 
daughter Debbie Puricelli 
of Livermore, daughter 
Dorothy “Puricelli” Koons 
and her husband Jim 
Koons of Oceanside, CA.

She leaves behind  
3 grandchildren: Ashley 
Vanderveen of Oceanside, CA and husband Kyle Vanderveen, 
Trevor Koons of Oceanside and Kyle Puricelli of Livermore. 
She welcomed her first Great-Grandson George Vanderveen 
late last year and was thrilled to have him in their life.

She was loved by all and will be greatly missed.
A service was held at Graham-Hitch in Pleasanton on  

Oct. 13th.
Final resting place will be at St. John’s Catholic Cemetery 

in Escalon, CA.

LOCALLY OWNED 

AND OPERATED SINCE 1891

for a free consultation 

or in-home visit call

Burial & Cremation

Celebration of Life 

Services

Reception Facilities

925.846.5624

to view our facilities visit:

www.grahamhitch.com

FD#429
4167 First Street, 

Pleasanton

Deanna Moser

FD #429

Advance Planning 

Made Easy

COMMUNITY PULSE

The Pleasanton Police Department made 
the following information available.

Oct. 15
Theft

 7:39 a.m. on the 5700 block of 
Owens Drive

 8:28 a.m. on the 3900 block of 
Stoneridge Drive

Oct. 14
Theft

 1:46 p.m. on the 000 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

Assault/battery

 5:01 p.m. on the 7000 block of 
Pleasanton Avenue

Oct. 13
Warrant arrest

 10:12 a.m. on the 6000 block of 
Johnson Drive

 11:46 p.m. on the 6800 block of 
Santa Rita Drive

Bicycle theft

 10:23 a.m. on the 4900 block of 
Pleasanton Avenue

Oct. 12
Theft from structure

 3:51 p.m. on the 4700 block of 
Willow Road 

 5:14 p.m. on the 1300 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

Warrant arrest

 9:05 p.m. on the 1800 block of Valley 
Avenue

Oct. 11
Theft

 6:54 a.m at Blackbird Drive and 
Curlew Court

 7:20 p.m. on the 1400 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

Oct. 10
Theft

 6:59 a.m. on the 4000 block Santa 
Rita Road

Alcohol violation

 8:43 a.m. on the 4300 block Black 
Avenue

Theft

 1:18 p.m. on the 1300 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

 3:33 p.m., 5000 block of Case 
Avenue; bicycle theft

 8:29 p.m. on the 5700 block of 
Johnson Drive

Oct. 9
DUI

 12:14 a.m. at Muirwood Drive and 
West Las Positas Boulevard 

Trespassing/prowling

 3:26 a.m. on the 4200 block of 
Rosewood Drive

Assault/battery

 6:55 a.m. on the 2300 block of Santa 
Rita Road

Theft

 7:32 a.m., 4900 block of Pleasanton 
Avenue; bicycle theft

 8:55 a.m., 1000 block of Serpentine 
Lane; auto theft

 12:45 p.m., 5700 block of Owens 
Drive; theft from auto

 5:29 p.m. on the 2100 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

Burglary

 7:39 a.m. on the 5600 block of 
Gibraltar Drive

POLICE REPORT
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Performing 
Arts
IMPROV PLAYHOUSE OF SAN 
FRANCISCO The Improv Playhouse 
of San Francisco highlights 
the premier improvisers in the 
Bay Area. The performers and 
the groups, along with their 
accomplishments and formats, are 
featured and celebrated in all that 
they do. 8 p.m., Oct. 20. Tickets 
$20-$30. Visit firehousearts.org.

MADS TOLLING & JOHN R BURR: 
RAMBLIN  Two time Grammy Award 
winner Mads Tolling and Grammy 
nominee John R Burr perform in a 
live performance of their New Duo 
Album. John and Mads perform the 
beautiful piece, Ashokan Farewell. 
8 p.m., Oct. 21. Tickets $20-$30. 
Visit firehousearts.org. 

TELEGRAPH QUARTET, STRINGS Del 
Valle Fine Arts Presents Telegraph 
Quartet, strings, winners of the 
2016 Naumburg competition and 
the 2014 Fischoff Competition and 
now quartet-in-residence at the San 
Francisco Conservatory of Music. 
7:30 p.m., Oct. 21. Tickets $55. 
Visit livermorearts.org. 

BANKHEAD PRESENTS JOHN TESH 
- BIG BAND LIVE This highly 
anticipated concert features 
Tesh s signature style, blending 
contemporary and traditional 
big band music in a spectacular 
performance that will have you 
tapping your feet and humming 

along. 3 p.m., Oct. 22. Tickets $55-
$85. Visit livermorearts.org. 

MISS FAYE CAROL JAZZ CONCERT 
Community members are invited 
to enjoy an afternoon of live jazz 
music with the dynamic Miss Faye 
Carol, accompanied by pianist 
Joe Warner. 2 p.m., Oct. 22. 
Livermore Civic Center Library. No 
registration required.

CREATURES OF IMPULSE - MAFIA-
ESQUE The popular game MAFIA 
comes to life in this completely 
improvised and interactive show 
where Creatures of Impulse create 
characters on the stage, but several 
of them have nefarious plans. 7:30 
p.m., Oct. 26-28; 2 p.m., Oct. 28. 
Tickets $10. Visit firehousearts.org. 

DISNEY’S MOANA JR. This thrilling 
and heartwarming coming-of-
age story follows an adventurous 
teenager who is inspired to leave 
the safety and security of her island 
home on a daring journey to save 
her people and discover the truth 
about her heritage. 6 p.m., Oct. 26. 
Tickets $25.50. Visit livermorearts.
org.

THE FOUR PHANTOMS Broadway 
comes to the Bankhead with the 
Four Phantoms This stunning 
musical performance brings 
together four of the most talented 
Broadway actors who have each 
portrayed the iconic role of 
The Phantom in Andrew Lloyd 
Webber’s The Phantom of the 
Opera.  8 p.m., Oct. 27. Tickets 
$90-$125. Visit livermorearts.org.

PINK FLOYD CONCERT EXPERIENCE 
The Bay Area’s House of Floyd 
performs the music of Pink Floyd 
and has gained a strong following 
for their unique ability to enthuse 
both the hard-core fans of the early 
adventurous Floyd and those who 
enjoy the songs and soundscapes 
that later brought them widespread 
appeal. 8 p.m., Oct. 28. Tickets 
$39-$59. Visit livermorearts.org. 

Exhibits 
LIVERMORE ART ASSOCIATION The 
Livermore Civic Center Library 
will showcase artwork from the 
Livermore Art Association, Nature’s 
Gifts, now through Oct. 31. Visit 
livermoreartassociation.org. 

THE DON CENTURY Featuring 
memorabilia and artifacts from 
throughout Amador Valley High 
School’s history with clips from 
interviews with alumni and current 
and former faculty and staff. 
Through Dec. 31. 603 Main St. 
Visit museumonmain.org.

Family 
PIRATES OF EMERSON Pirates of 
Emerson Haunted Themed Park 
returns to the Alameda County 
Fairgrounds for scary good fun. 
This walk through event is Northern 
California’s premier haunted 
attraction. Now to Oct. 31. Visit 
alamedacountyfair.com. 

AIA DUSSERA DIWALI DHAMAKA 
AIA Dussera Diwali Dhaka 
Celebrates Diwali (Festival of 

Lights) with a Fireworks Display, 
Ravan Dahan,  plus vendor booths 
featuring arts, crafts and clothing 
from India. There will be food 
booths and a Cultural program 
featuring Bollywood dances. 
Noon-11 p.m., Oct. 21. Visit 
alamedacountyfair.com.

THE BIG BOUNCE AMERICA Spend 
time with family and friends in a 
magical, candy-colored wonderland 
of action-packed inflatable 
adventure. Individual sessions are 
available to suit all age groups from 
toddlers through to adults only. 
Oct. 21-22, and 27-29. Tickets 
$35-$45. Visit alamedacountyfair.
com.

PLEASANTON FARMERS’ MARKET 
The Pleasanton Farmers’ Market is 
Saturday year-round, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
on West Angela Street. Visit pcfma.
org/pleasanton.

PRIDE FEST LIVERMORE Pride Fest 
Livermore returns to the Bankhead 
Plaza with a celebration for the 
whole family. Free and open to the 
public. 12-3 p.m., Oct. 21. 

PLEASANTON HARVEST FESTIVAL 
Featuring 24,000 American 
handmade arts and crafts such as 
fine & fashion jewelry, ceramics, 
original art, specialty food, decor, 
clothing, and much more. Oct. 
27-29. Visit alamedacountyfair.
com.

EVMOD LLC
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 601130
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as:
1.) EVMOD LLC, located at 37390 Cedar Blvd, 
Unit E., Newark, CA 94560, Alameda County.
This business is conducted by: a Limited 
Liability Company.
The name and residence address of the 
registrant(s) is(are):
EVMOD LLC
37390 Cedar Blvd, Unit E.,
Newark, CA 94560
California
Registrant began transacting business under 
the fictitious business name(s) listed above 
on 07/15/2023.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of Alameda on September 
29 2023.
(PLW Oct 6, 13, 20 and 27, 2023)

MA. T AFRICAN SERVICES
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 600386
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as:
1.) MA. T African Services, located at 755 
Rose Avenue Apt. 13, Pleasanton, CA 94566, 
Alameda.
This business is conducted by: an Individual.
The name and residence address of the 
registrant(s) is(are):
AUGUSTINA A-FURHMAN
755 Rose Avenue Apt. 13
Pleasanton, CA 94566
Registrant began transacting business under 
the fictitious business name(s) listed above 
on 08/25/2023.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of Alameda on August 26 
2023.
(PLW Oct 6, 13, 20 and 27, 2023)

DURASNARE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 601182
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as:
1.) Durasnare, located at 1807 Santa Rita 

Road, Suite H128, Pleasanton CA 94566, 
Alameda.
This business is conducted by: a Limited 
Liability Company.
The name and residence address of the 
registrant(s) is(are):
Troce LLC
1807 Santa Rita Road, Suite H128
Pleasanton, CA 94566
California
Registrant began transacting business under 
the fictitious business name(s) listed above 
on 08/19/2023
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of Alameda on October 03 
2023.
(PLW Oct 13, 20, 27 and Nov 3, 2023)

DIABLO FABRICATORS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 600442
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as:
1.) Diablo Fabricators, located at 7055 
Commerce Circle Ste C Pleasanton, CA 
94588, Alameda County.
This business is conducted by: a Limited 
Liability Company.
The name and residence address of the 
registrant(s) is(are):
Kitchen Experts of Pleasanton, LLC
7055 Commerce Cir Ste. C
Pleasanton, CA 94588
California
Registrant began transacting business under 
the fictitious business name(s) listed above 
on 08/01/2023
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of Alameda on August 30 
2023.
(PLW Oct 13, 20, 27 and Nov 3, 2023)

DENICA’S REAL FOOD KITCHEN
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 600733
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as:
1.) DENICA’S REAL FOOD KITCHEN, located at 
4503 ROSEWOOD DRIVE PLEASANTON, CA 
94588, ALAMEDA COUNTY.
This business is conducted by: a Corporation.

The name and residence address of the 
registrant(s) is(are):
DENICA’S INC.
6058 DOUGHERTY ROAD
DUBLIN, CA 94568
CALIFORNIA
Registrant has not yet begun to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of Alameda on September 
13 2023.
(PLW Oct 13, 20, 27 and Nov 3, 2023)

VINOCONS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 600759
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as:
1.) Vinocons, located at 43575 Mission Blvd. 
#502 Fremont, CA 94538, Alameda. 
Mailing Address: 44560 Montclaire Ct., 
Fremont, CA 94539
This business is conducted by: an Individual.
The name and residence address of the 
registrant(s) is(are):
GREGORY GREEN
44560 Montclaire Ct.
Fremont, CA 94539
Registrant has not yet begun to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of Alameda on September 
14 2023.
(PLW Sep 29, Oct 6, 13 and 20, 2023)

FLETCHER TOWERS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 600974
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as:
1.) Fletcher Towers, located at 6088 Sunol 
Blvd, Suite 111, Pleasanton, CA 94566, 
Alameda County.
Mailing Address: PO BOX 70, Pleasanton, CA 
94566
This business is conducted by: an Individual.
The name and residence address of the 
registrant(s) is(are):
PHILLIPS YEE
6865 Corte Munras
Pleasanton, CA 94566
Registrant began transacting business under 
the fictitious business name(s) listed above 

on 09/22/2023
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of Alameda on September 
22 2023.
(PLW Oct 6, 13, 20 and 27, 2023)

GK CONSTRUCTION
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 600777
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as:
1.) GK Construction, located at 8351 Regency 
Drive. Pleasanton. CA 94588, Alameda 
County.
This business is conducted by: an Individual.
The name and residence address of the 
registrant(s) is(are):
GARY KNOWLES
8351 Regency Drive.
Pleasanton, CA 94588
Registrant has not yet begun to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of Alameda on September 
14 2023.
(PLW Sep 29, Oct 6, 13 and 20, 2023)

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE 
OF:
RAMON COLMENERO NAVARRO
Case No.: 23PR044708
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and persons who may 
otherwise be interested in the will or estate, 
or both, of RAMON C. NAVARRO, RAMON 
COLMENERO NAVARRO, RAMON NAVARRO.
A Petition for Probate has been filed by: 
Susana Navarro in the Superior Court of 
California, County of Alameda.
The Petition for Probate requests that:
Susana Navarro be appointed as personal 
representative to administer the estate of 
the decedent.
THE PETITION requests the decedent’s will 
and codicils, if any, be admitted to probate. 
The will and any codicils are available for 
examination in the file kept by the court. THE 
PETITION requests authority to administer 
the estate under the Independent 
Administration of Estates Act. (This authority 
will allow the personal representative 
to take many actions without obtaining 
court approval. Before taking certain very 
important actions, however, the personal 

representative will be required to give notice 
to interested persons unless they have 
waived notice or consented to the proposed 
action.) The independent administration 
authority will be granted unless an 
interested person files an objection to the 
petition and shows good cause why the 
court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held on 
October 27 2023 at 9:45 am in Dept. 201 of 
the Superior Court of California, County of 
Alameda, located at 2120 Martin Luther King 
Jr. Way.
If you object to the granting of the petition, 
you should appear at the hearing and state 
your objections or file written objections 
with the court before the hearing. Your 
appearance may be in person or by your 
attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor 
of the decedent, you must file your claim 
with the court and mail a copy to the 
personal representative appointed by the 
court within the later of either (1) four 
months from the date of first issuance of 
letters to a general personal representative, 
as defined in section 58 (b) of the California 
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date 
of mailing or personal delivery to you of a 
notice under section 9052 of the California 
Probate Code. Other California statutes and 
legal authority may affect your rights as a 
creditor. You may want to consult with an 
attorney knowledgeable in California law. 
You may examine the file kept by the court. 
If you are a person interested in the estate, 
you may file with the court a Request for 
Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of 
an inventory and appraisal of estate assets 
or of any petition or account as provided in 
Probate Code section 1250. A Request for 
Special Notice form is available from the 
court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner:
Shack Chew
Clark Hill PLC
505 Montgomery Street, 13th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94111
415-984-8500
(PLW Oct 20, 27 and Nov 3, 2023)

Public Notices

Place a legal notice at  
PleasantonWeekly.com/legal_notices/

The Pleasanton Weekly offers employment advertising.  

If you wish to learn more about the employment advertising 

options, please visit PleasantonWeekly.com/employment_ads/.

Employment
Safeway Inc. hiring Sr Applications Support Engineer in Pleasanton, CA. 

May telecommute. Reports to Pleasanton. Must have legal right to work 

in US. EOE. Subj. to bckgrnd check. $170,955-196,500/yr. Email resume 

TA.Applications@albertsons.com. Attn: M. Gutierrez. Ref # 0728V

Embarcadero Media is an independent multimedia news organization 

looking for talented and creative people to produce outstanding 

journalism and results for our advertisers through print and online. 

Learn more at em.bamboohr.com/careers/.

CALENDAR



Page 18 • October 20, 2023 • Pleasanton Weekly

BY DAVID STARK

C
hanging mortgage interest rates, limited choices 
for buyers and rising prices. Will residential real 
estate ever get back to “normal”?

Jordan Levine, senior vice president and chief economist 
for the California Association of Realtors, had several an-
swers to this question during our recent conversation.

We started with a national issue that has a strong influ-
ence on local real estate: mortgage interest rates.

Question: CAR analysis that goes back to 1971 indi-
cates sub-6% rates seem to be an exception. Let’s start 
there. Is there a normal mortgage interest rate?

Levine: There is no normal mortgage interest rate. Rates 
are always going either up or down, and even when they’re 
flat, that’s a change from when they’re going up or down. 
If you look back historically, except for the 2008 financial 
crisis, and the jobless recovery that followed it, rates have 
almost always been at or above 6%, so that’s more the norm 
than anything else.

Q: Research from the California Department of 
Housing and Community Development tracks housing 
need based on population trends and housing produc-
tion. Is there a “normal” supply of new housing or is the 
normal that we are normally undersupplied?

Levine: Unfortunately, normal has become far too little 
housing. The HCD say we need 180,000 units permitted 
each year to tread water on housing affordability. If you 
look at what we’ve done lately, we’ve been stuck around the 
100,000-unit mark. In fact, we’ve been lucky to get over 
100,000 over the last handful of years.

Q: Is there a normal supply of existing units for sale?

Levine: We used to say six months of 
supply was normal. Unfortunately, if 
you look at where we’ve been, not just 
over the last couple of years but since 
the end of the financial crisis and subse-
quent bounce back, housing inventory 
has been tight.

Even before the pandemic, 2-1/2 
months was the average. Now it’s 
plunged even further.

We were in the sub-two months of 
supply range there for a bit last year when rates were still 
very low. But we remain below three months of supply. 
We’re not even back to those kind of pre-pandemic levels 
of under supply let alone the six months that used to be 
normal. There’s just simply not enough homes out there.

Q: Is there a normal number of units that are sold on 
an annual basis statewide?

Levine: Since 2010 when the market crashed to super low 
levels and then subsequently rebounded, sales have been 
about 400,000 annually. They’ve been a little higher, a little 
lower and pretty much stuck at that level for the last 10 
years or so. Currently, they’re down in mid-200,000 range.

I don’t want to say 400,000 is normal because that’s less 
than what we used to do in the 1970s, ‘80s, ‘90s, even early 
2000s. Now we’re significantly below that, but we have 
clawed back a few of the losses that we were suffering more 
acutely at the end of last year.

Q: What’s a normal price for residential real estate in 
California or in the Bay Area specifically, if you can get 
that granular?

Levine: The normal price, and maybe this is wishful 
thinking, is one that folks can afford. But unfortunately, 
prices have gone up so much over the last couple of years, 
on top of another decade of growth.

Prices are high in the spring when everybody’s buying 
homes, and they’re always a little bit lower in the winter 
before they start rebounding.

Prices have been on a constant uptrend for the last 10 to 
15 years, particularly in the Bay Area. They were hit hard 
by the financial crisis but have rebounded.

It’s been almost constant growth to levels that, at one 
point when rates were still 3%, were in excess of $2 million 
as a median price. There’s no normal price, all we can hope 
is that incomes keep up with what happens on the price.

Q: Is there a normal real estate market?
Levine: There is no normal real estate market. Sales 

are always going up or down. Interest rates are always 
going up or down. There’s no normal real estate market, 
not even in terms of inventory. It’s never in that perfect 
equilibrium.

Q: How would you bring normalcy to the real estate 
market?

Levine: I would dramatically increase housing supply so 
that we don’t have these wild swings one way or another. 
We’d have a housing stock that was more available, more 
affordable, still generating wealth and income for individ-
uals and a little bit more resilient to these macroeconomic 
shifts that are inevitable. 

Editor’s note: David Stark is chief public affairs and 
communications officer for the Bay East Association of Realtors, 

based in Pleasanton.

Searching for a ‘normal’ real estate market
Revealing Q&A with California Association of Realtors senior VP/chief economist

COURTESY GETTY IMAGES

A SPECIAL SECTION BY THE PLEASANTON WEEKLY

FALL PREVIEW 2023FFAAAAAALLLLLLLLLLL PPPPPRREVIEEWWWWW 2200022223333

David Stark



Pleasanton Weekly • October 20, 2023 • Page 19

Kris Moxley
925.519.9080

DRE 00790463

moxleyrealestate.com
kris@moxleyrealestate.com

Fall in LoveFall in Love
with your New Homewith your New Home

3324 Browntail Way, San Ramon
3 Bdr | 2.5 Ba | 1,606 SqFt  
2 car attached garage

Presented at  
$1,450,000

375 Sycamore Rd, Pleasanton
.82 acres. Vacant land to  
build your dream home

Presented at  
$950,000

61 Main St, Isleton
Located in the Sacramento Delta area

Commercial | Residential
5,100 SqFt of space

Presented at  
$539,000

Available

Pending Pending

0 Alisal St Pleasanton
1.5 acres to have horses and  

Build your dream home
Vacant Land
Presented at  
$1,350,000

Available

Pleasanton’s 
downtown area

3 Bdr | 2 Ba  
6,000 SqFt Lot

1,224 SqFt
of living space

Presented at 
$1,280,000
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•   Friendships flourish at the Clubhouse Community Center over 

a cup of coffee. Enjoy food at the Potlucks, the thrill of winning 

at Bingo, Bunco, Bocce, Billiards and so much more. A tastefully 

decorated and well-stocked library is available for those desiring 

a quiet moment.

•   For those seeking exercise try the swimming pool or the tree 

lined walking paths throughout the Park. 

•   Access to Shadow Cliff Park is just outside the back gate.

•   Downtown Pleasanton is a short drive/ride away to the quaint 

shops and a variety of dining options. 

Offered by

RIVIERA HOMES
Jan Morrison

HCD #1526305

925-750-7809

NEW HOMES
FOR SALE

Come enjoy a “resort style’ community for those 
55+. With so many amenities and activities 

there is truly something for everyone.

REAL ESTATE FALL PREVIEW 2023

This week’s data represents homes sold during 
Sept. 11-15 for Pleasanton, Livermore and Dublin, 
and Sept. 18-22 for San Ramon

Pleasanton
4170 Angela Place Bogert Family Trust to S. & T. 
Polapragada for $2,175,000

1960 Brooktree Way Adams Family Trust to P. & 
V. Duggineni for $1,650,000

7860 Canyon Meadow Circle #G E. Demaciel to 
Nim Family Trust for $720,000

7671 Desertwood Lane Kristof Family Trust to V. 
Quan for $1,850,000

7866 Flagstone Drive Passin Living Trust to 
Agrawal Living Trust for $2,030,000

2934 Garden Creek Circle Foreverhome 
Properties LLC to A. & A. Vimal for $1,240,000

4159 Graham Street K. Watson to H. & B. Deng 
for $1,670,000

5108 Hummingbird Road S. & M. Smith to D. & 
P. Nataraj for $2,050,000

7844 La Quinta Court Wechsler Trust to K. 
Gulati for $1,625,000

4045 Moselle Court Peters Family Trust to J. Wu 
for $1,595,000

1500 Purisima Terrace S. Taviloglu to S. & S. 
Kannan for $1,190,000

575 Rowell Lane R. & G. Yount to M. & J. Lam 
for $1,800,000

2802 Vizzolini Court B. Kim to P. & S. Ramineni 
for $3,470,000

Livermore
1187 Aster Lane D. & D. Terrill to D. & S. 
Tadinada for $940,000

5597 Berwind Avenue Holmes Family Trust to J. 
& R. Gandhi for $1,237,000

1986 Cornflower Common S. Silva to D. & S. 
Jadhav for $1,040,500

1744 Corte Sueno M. & K. Mckay to M. & K. 
Falcone for $1,100,000

1581 Cross Creek Place Vattuone Family Trust 
to A. & M. Sears for $1,712,500

247 Edythe Street H. & K. Cotton to D. & S. 
Subramanian for $1,175,000

474 El Caminito N. & M. Bryant to F. & E. Long 
for $1,290,000

870 South G Street A. & M. Sears to Scherbarth 
Trust for $1,800,000

1342 Hudson Way Three Z Investments Inc to 
Fernandez Family Trust for $1,540,000

4893 Marcella Court Vingo Living Trust to V. & 
G. Ganesh for $1,300,000

3682 Oregon Way N. & F. Hisbar to T. & A. 
Garcia for $923,000

1475 Spring Valley Common R. & H. Landrum 
to M. & R. Suryadevara for $670,000

Dublin
11586 Alegre Drive I. Chang to C. Owens for 
$1,600,000

8500 Briarwood Lane A. & D. Morris to Z. & D. 
Ng for $1,315,000

11159 Brittany Lane Ford Family Trust to Bala 
Trust for $1,775,000

3622 Capoterra Way #58 Pietsch Family Trust 
to M. Zheng for $1,171,000

2009 Contrada Court Chan Family Trust to Jain 
Family Trust for $2,432,000

3330 Cydonia Court Kanchana-Bandaru Family 
Trust to Ash Family Trust for $2,323,000

4264 Fitzwilliam Street A. & C. Lobscheid to A. 
Nayak for $870,000

7599 Ironwood Drive Calloway Trust to P. & A. 
Patki for $1,325,000

7043 Stagecoach Road P. Liu to V. & N. 
Pradhan for $862,000

5717 Sterling Street P. Ramkumar to D. & B. 
Konidena for $1,250,000

5533 Stout Street J. Hernandez to M. Balisalisa 
for $1,180,000

San Ramon
9664 Ashby Way Fankhauser Family Trust to S. & 
V. Lanke for $1,480,000

2070 Canyon Lakes Drive S. & S. Biswas to M. 
& M. Nachiappan for $1,625,000

3723 Crow Canyon Road J. Wei to R. & S. Dey 
for $680,000

230 Eastridge Drive R. Skippybean to T. & B. 
Guan for $710,000

7477 Inverness Street Cline 1993 Family Trust to 
A. & A. Singh for $1,600,000

2309 Keats Lane Tan Living Trust to R. & V. 
Nekkanti for $1,625,000

6193 Lakeview Circle Y. & B. Ashurov to N. & A. 
Chauhan for $1,200,000

2058 Lemonwood Court D. & J. Jackson to B. 
Sadanandan for $1,950,000

1230 Mateo Miller Circle Toll West Coast LLC to 
S. & D. Varanasi for $2,082,000

1214 Mateo Miller Circle Toll West Coast LLC to 
Kwong Family Trust for $1,831,500

2809 Oak Creek Drive Gruezo Family Trust to S. 
& S. Keshavanarayana for $1,829,000

30 Primrose Way J. Ke to A. & A. Bhargava for 
$2,157,000

7506 Sedgefield Avenue E. & V. Guaglianone to 
A. & S. Kalimuthu for $1,705,000

3712 Segovia Court J. Hallberg to Benabou Trust 
for $1,200,000

1041 Spiedini Terrace #1053 Toll West Coast 
LLC to S. Espiar for $1,043,000

7790 Stoneleaf Road Martin Family Trust to T. & 
M. Dombroski for $1,065,000

9553 Thunderbird Drive Anania Living Trust to 
M. & M. Channa for $1,810,000

70109 Via Vicenza Faria Preserve LLC to A. & Z. 
Liao for $1,300,000

HOME SALES

Source: California REsource

SALES AT A GLANCE

Pleasanton (Sept. 11-15)
Total sales reported: 13

Lowest sale reported: $720,000

Highest sale reported: $3,470,000

Average sales reported: $1,774,230

Livermore (Sept. 11-15)
Total sales reported: 12

Lowest sale reported: $670,000

Highest sale reported: $1,800,000

Average sales reported: $1,227,333

Dublin (Sept. 11-15)
Total sales reported: 11

Lowest sale reported: $862,000

Highest sale reported: $2,432,000

Average sales reported: $1,463,909

San Ramon (Sept. 18-22)
Total sales reported: 18

Lowest sale reported: $680,000

Highest sale reported: $2,157,000

Average sales reported: $1,612,500

Source: California REsource
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Marti Gilbert
marti@homesbymarti.com
925-216-4063
550 Main Street
Pleasanton, CA 94566

DRE 01520061

WITH 30 YEARS OF LOCAL RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE, 
MY REPUTATION IS THAT OF A RELIABLE, TRANSPARENT AND HANDS ON PARTNER 

FOR MY CLIENTS’ REAL ESTATE NEEDS. LET ME SHARE MY REFERENCE LIST WITH YOU 
AND SHOW YOU HOW I CAN HELP YOU ON YOUR NEXT HOME SALE OR PURCHASE!

PROPERTIES SOLD BY MARTI GILBERT

IronHorse Real Estate is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to 
errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the 
services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

9269 SHEARWATER CIRCLE
MARTI REPRESENTED VERY HAPPY BUYERS!

4285 COVENTRY WAY 
MARTI REPRESENTED VERY HAPPY SELLERS!

3571 STAR RIDGE ROAD
MARTI REPRESENTED VERY HAPPY BUYERS!

1287 GREENWOOD ROAD
MARTI REPRESENTED VERY HAPPY SELLERS!

IF YOU OR YOU KNOW ANYONE BUYING OR SELLING A HOME, GIVE THEM A LOCAL AND 
AUTHENTIC APPROACH TO REAL ESTATE AND REFER ME, MARTI GILBERT!

On M Mainain

WE HAVE HISTORICALLY LOW INVENTORY IN PLEASANTON 
RIGHT NOW, MAKING IT A GREAT TIME TO SELL YOUR HOME!

Call Brian Wright For a Complimentory 
Market Evaluation of Your Home. 

BRIAN ALLEN WRIGHT
925-580-4524
DRE #00887067
LOCAL REALTOR SINCE 1985  |  LOCAL RESIDENT SINCE 1963

2610 GAPWALL CT., PLEASANTON

 PENDING IN 5 DAYS!!

Popular Gallery Model with 4 Spacious Bedrooms, 3 Full Baths with 2,128 Sq.Ft. of 
Living Space. A Full Bedroom and Bathroom Downstairs is Perfect for In-Laws & 
Overnight Guests. Light, Open Floor Plan has been Updated Throughout. Beautiful, 
Peaceful Outdoor Spaces Situated on a Large, Private 7,994 Sq.Ft. Lot. Unique Front 
Porch Facing East Makes it the Perfect Spot for your Morning Coffee or Yoga! Close 
Proximity to Pleasanton’s Award Winning Schools, 105 Acre Ken Mercer Sports Park & 
Charming Downtown. Easy Freeway Access, Only Minutes to BART & ACE Commuter 
Train Stations & Other Local Transportation Options.

REAL ESTATE FALL PREVIEW 2023

BY KATY ST. CLAIR / BCN

C
alifornia Gov. Gavin Newsom last 
week signed multiple housing bills 
aimed at tackling the state’s lack of 

affordable housing and making it easier for 
tenants to rent a home in the first place.

Newsom signed a whopping 56 bills into 
law which he said “incentivize and reduce 
barriers to housing and support the develop-
ment of more affordable homes.”

Housing developments will now be more 
streamlined with less red tape, density laws 
can be overruled in the interest of housing, 
and institutions like colleges or religious 
organizations can now use portions of their 
property to build housing. Newsom also 
signed a bill that will please anyone who 
has tried to rent in California on a limited 
income: Landlords can now only collect one 
months’ rent as a security deposit instead of 
two.

State Sen. Scott Wiener (D-San Francisco) 
is especially pleased with the signings, as sev-
eral of the bills were his, including creating a 
tax increment financing structure to replace 
5,800 affordable homes in San Francisco that 
have been lost to redevelopment.

“California desperately needs to ramp up 

housing production and the Governor’s ac-
tion today helps put us on a path to that goal,” 
Wiener said in a statement on Oct. 11.

Of Wiener’s bills, Newsom signed Senate 
Bill 423, which accelerates the development 
of affordable housing by strengthening the 
provisions of SB 35, which will sunset at the 
end of 2025. SB 35, another bill from Wiener 
back in 2016, allows projects to go through 
a simplified and expedited housing approval 
process in areas that are not on track to meet 
their housing production goals.

SB 423 continues the momentum of 35, but 
also includes “strong new labor standards,” 
such as higher wages and health benefits for 
workers on housing developments.

Wiener also put forth the San Francisco 
Replacement Housing Act, or Senate Bill 
593, which aims to mend the mistakes of 
the past by adding affordable housing to 
neighborhoods that were demolished for 
growth, displacing their lower-income resi-
dents. According to Wiener, examples of 
these neighborhoods are Japantown, SoMA, 
and the Western Addition. SB 593 will create 
5,800 affordable homes in the city, Wiener 
said.

Newsom signs 56 housing 
bills to boost affordability, 

help tenants
Residential developments will now be more streamlined, 
density laws can be overruled in the interest of housing

See NEWSOM on Page 24
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Harness The Strength Of Our DemonstratedHarness The Strength Of Our Demonstrated
Success, Marketing Mastery, and Extensive Knowledge.Success, Marketing Mastery, and Extensive Knowledge.

I want to thank Liz Venema and her entire team for making the sale of our home
smooth and painless. This team arranged repairs, staging, and cleaning and were
always available when questions arose. It is a blessing to have agents and a
contractor, Steve Venema, who know that this process is more than a transaction.
Having a smart, professional, and compassionate team made all the difference
and it was truly stress-free for us because they work so hard behind the scenes
making the process of selling appear effortless. Plus, her team scored us a great
price, over the asking, along with free rent back giving us time for our next steps.
I highly recommend Venema Homes for your next sale or purchase.

VenemaHomes.com Liz@VenemaHomes.com 925.413.6544 660 Main Street, Pleasanton DRE# 01922957

Thriller Of A Review
Our Clients Are Howling With Delight!

Liz Venema
Owner, Realtor
(925) 413-6544

Amanda Davlin
Chief Operating Officer 

(925) 922-1619 

Lisa Desmond
Realtor, Director of Sales 

(925) 352-5065

Michelle Kroger 
Realtor, Luxury Specialist 

(925) 785-3134

Brenda Meckenstock
Realtor 

(925) 353-6484

Alexis Venema
Realtor, Top Producer

(925) 963-5446

Emily Park 
Realtor, Success Manager

(925) 967-8138

What Liz and her team bring to the table: experience and a strategic plan, market
knowledge, vast network, great resources, and a team that is always available and
always confident. We were “show-ready” three weeks after our first conversation.
One weekend of open houses resulted in over 12 very good offers. I strongly
recommend the Venema Homes Real Estate Team. 

I was referred to Liz Venema by a trusted family friend. I listed with her after
interviewing MULTIPLE real estate agents. Her energy, enthusiasm, knowledge,
and homework regarding my property (not knowing if she would get the listing)
was remarkable. Her attention to detail in all ways and me was more than I could
have hoped. We often spoke multiple times a day. I recommend her highly. I
began living in Pleasanton in1953 as a toddler. Although I no longer live there; I
love my memories and was so happy Liz appreciates the history of our town. 

-Rose F.

-Gayle W.

-Candace C.
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Trick Or Treat!
Are You in Need of More Square Feet?

38437 Jacaranda Drive
Represented Seller

696 Merlot Court
Represented Seller

5847 San Juan Way
Represented Buyer 

1976 Vía Di Salerno
Represented Seller

3119 Half Dome Drive
Represented Buyer 

6343 Inglewood  Drive
Represented Seller

130 Prato Way
Represented Buyer 

5920 Old School Road
Represented Seller

6433 Owl Way
Represented Buyer 

3261 Novara Way
Represented Seller

3282 Melanie Circle
Represented Buyer 

42 Golf Road
Represented Seller

433 Sycamore Hill
Represented Buyer 

3261 Novara Way
Represented Buyer 

78 Meadowwalk Place
Represented  Buyer 

5804 San Carlos Way
Represented Seller

7959 Foothill Drive
Represented Seller

549 Tawny Drive
Represented Seller

309 Lone Oak Way
Represented Buyer 

7634 Fair Oaks
Represented Buyer 

SOLD

1976 Vía Di Salerno
Represented Buyer 

1904 Zenato Place
Represented Seller

10767 Inspiration Circle
Represented Seller

5847 San Juan Way
Represented Seller

SOLD SOLD SOLD

SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD

SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD

SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD

SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD

SOLD

6577 Stanton Court
Represented Seller

42 Golf Road 
Castlewood Country Club

3743 Kamp Drive
Represented Seller

1533 Loganberry Way
Pleasanton

FOR SALE

2347 Silver Oaks Lane
 Represented Buyer

FOR SALE SOLD SOLD SOLD

2610 Gapwall Court 
Represented Buyer

$3,550,000 $1,949,000 $1,475,000 $3,300,000 $1,600,000

$1,900,000$3,700,000$3,700,000$1,775,000$1,610,000

$4,660,000 $4,660,000 $1,331,000 $4,650,000 $1,930,000

$1,110,000$3,250,000$3,400,000$1,385,000$1,955,000

$2,150,000 $1,650,000 $1,030,000 $1,850,000 $1,850,000

$1,328,000$1,665,000$2,850,000$1,250,000$2,145,000
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ARE YOU THINKING OF MOVING?

Call/text CINDY (925) 963-1984 for all your Real Estate needs!! 

She will walk you through the process!!

JUST LISTED

7785 LAGUNA HEIGHTS CT., SUNOL

ELEGANT ESTATE WITH THE 

MOST AMAZING VIEWS! 

CALL/TEXT CINDY for 
an appointment

Must see this GORGEOUS 

ESTATE nestled in the majestic 

hills of the Sunol Valley!!! It is 

truly amazing!! Entertainer’s 

delight!! Modern state 

of the art upgrades!

Offered at $5,998,000

COMING SOON

WESTSIDE PLEASANTON

Amazing executive home has been 

beautifully updated including a gourmet 

kitchen with solid stone counters, 

hardwood floors, plantation shutters 

and more! 5 bed, 4 bath. 

Call Cindy for details! 

SOLD

3003 BRIGGS CT., PLEASANTON  

Lovely Executive home in Laguna Oaks.

$2,988,000

cindygeesold@gmail.com

CCINDYY GEEE 
TEAM

925.963.1984

459 Main Street
Pleasanton, CA 94566

DRE# 01307919
Call/text CINDY for details

Each office is independently owned and operated.
CINDY IS ALSO A NOTARY

REAL ESTATE FALL PREVIEW 2023

BY JEANITA LYMAN

B
elmont Village Senior Living in San 
Ramon is coming closer to fruition, 
with officials holding the topping-out 

ceremony this fall while reservations are now 
being accepted for the under-construction 
community and a showroom is set to offer a 
hands-on glimpse into its amenities opening 
next month.

The six-story, 177-unit project is being 
built in Bishop Ranch as part of Sunset 
Development’s and city leaders’ vision to re-
vamp the area to include a range of housing, 
shopping and recreation options.

Construction on the project reached its peak 
this month with the topping-out ceremony, 
which recognizes the placement of the tallest 
and final beam in the structure, according to 
an announcement from developers on Oct. 6.

“We’re excited to see Belmont Village reach 
this construction milestone and watch the 
progression of the beautiful building that will 
soon welcome residents and seamlessly inte-
grate into our thriving Bishop Ranch com-
munity,” Sunset President and CEO Alexander 
Mehran Jr. said. “This development represents 
our dedication to bring a diverse blend of 
residential offerings in San Ramon, and this 
partnership will undoubtedly further elevate 
the community.”

To be located at 6151 Bollinger Canyon 

Road, the Belmont Village complex is on track 
to open in late 2024 with a mix of studio, one-
bedroom and two-bedroom units for senior 
residents.

There are currently 15 Belmont Village 
communities throughout the state, includ-
ing San Jose and Sunnyvale, that provide 
assisted living and memory care options as 
well as housing and luxury amenities for 
seniors.

For the San Ramon location, those ameni-
ties will include cuisine from a kitchen staff 
led by an executive chef throughout multiple 
dining venues, an art studio, full gym, heated 
pool and sports lounge.

“Belmont Village San Ramon is not just an-
other senior living community; it’s a testament 
to our unwavering commitment to provid-
ing high-quality care and support for older 
adults,” said Patricia Will, founder and CEO 
of Belmont Village Senior Living. “We look 
forward to becoming an integral part of the 
San Ramon community and providing a warm 
and inviting place for seniors to call home.”

Prospective residents can get a closeup view 
of what the community will look like starting 
in November, with a showroom and sales set 
to open next to the project site. 

Editor’s note: Embarcadero Media 
East Bay editorial director Jeremy Walsh 

contributed to this story.

Belmont Village reaches 
construction milestone

in San Ramon
Reservations underway for senior community set 

to open next year in Bishop Ranch

COURTESY SUNSET DEVELOPMENT

Sunset Development President and CEO Alex Mehran Jr. and Belmont Village President and CEO 
Patricia Will pose at the site of the luxury senior community’s San Ramon location in celebration of 
construction reaching its peak.

Assembly Bill 12 was signed by the gover-
nor as well. Assembly member Matt Haney 
(D-San Francisco) backed the bill, which ex-
pands tenant protections by limiting security 
deposits to one month’s rent in instead of up 
to three times the rent.

“Massive security deposits can create in-
surmountable barriers to housing afford-
ability and accessibility for millions of 
Californians,” Haney said on social media last 
week. “Despite skyrocketing rents, laws on 
ensuring affordable security deposits haven’t 

changed substantially since the 1970s. The 
result is that landlords lose out on good ten-
ants and tenants stay in homes that are too 
crowded, unsafe or far from work.”

Other bills signed by Newsom establish pen-
alties for CEQA (California Environmental 
Quality Act) abuse, allowing affordable ac-
cessory dwelling unit (ADU) condos, and 
expanding density bonuses, which give de-
velopers the ability to increase density above 
the maximum allowed in a municipality’s 
General Plan.

“It’s simple math,” Newsom said in a state-
ment released by his office. “California needs 
to build more housing and ensure the hous-
ing we have is affordable.” 

NEWSOM
Continued from Page 21
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www.thekristypeixototeam.com
5075 Hopyard Rd #110  |  Pleasanton, CA 94588  |  DRE # 01256255

Call Us Today: (925) 621-1210

W
e invite you to step inside and see the views of this 

stunning Pleasanton property. Amazing opportunity 

to live like you’re on top of the world! Secluded 

3455 sqft home nestled on top of 43 acres of rolling hillside with 

useable land in Pleasanton. Captivating 360* views of Tri-Valley. 

Thoughtfully designed one level floor plan with 4 BD / 2 BA , 2- 

1/2 baths, great room with fireplace, formal dining room, game 

room, office space, and large laundry room, over a 3 car garage. 

The gourmet kitchen has granite countertops, Wolf appliances, 

and walk-in pantry. Plenty of space for entertaining family or 

friends. Whether you’re out front on the wrap around deck, 

inside, or in the beautiful backyard oasis with sparkling pool and 

waterfall. There are 2 large workshops totaling 3500 sqft and a 7 

stall barn along the private driveway with electric security gate. 

Easy access to 680 freeway, and a short commute to Silicon Valley. 

Minutes to award winning schools and charming downtown with 

great restaurants and shopping. Close to Livermore wineries and 

less than 1 mile to Callippe Preserve Golf Course. This property 

is truly one of a kind that you won’t want to miss!

Listed At $4,950,0000

777 Happy Valley Road, Pleasanton

11405 Crow Canyon Road, Castro Valley

Million Dollar Views. Just drive down Crow Canyon Road to a private 

meandering paved road that leads you to this beautiful location 

where there is a well-kept home that is 2,100 SQ. FT. and sits on 6.31 acres. 

The lovely trek deck surrounds most of the home and has stunning views of 

Rocky Ridge, Mount Diablo and San Ramon Valley.

Price Upon Request

18235 Bollinger Canyon, San Ramon 

If you’re looking for a cozy agricultural lifestyle, here it is in San Ramon! 

What a location, land with an old home that needs finishing. Take this 

dirt road to the Meandering creek and to this older home built in 1926 

which is approx. 1244 Sq.ft. 

Kristy Peixoto
p: (510) 909-4286

e: thekristypeixototeam@gmail.com

Nancy Valett
p: (510) 331-1375

e: nancyvalett@gmail.com

Dannie Baker
p: (801) 597-8850

e: dbaker@legacyrea.com
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S F  P E N I N S U L A  •  S I L I C O N  VA L L E Y  •  E AST  B AY  •  S A N TA  C R U Z  •  TA H O E  •  S I E R R A  F O OT H I L LS  •  C E N T R A L  C OAST
DRE 02101181

Follow our stride at sereno.com

SERENO

Serving, Connecting, 
and Growing

The largest, locally owned and operated, independent 

real estate company serving Northern California, with a 

global reach across nearly 50 countries and territories.

N E A R LY  6 5 0  A G E N T S  I N  1 7  O F F I C E S

$ 5 . 8 M  I N  G I V I N G  T O  O V E R
4 7 0  L O C A L  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S

$ 5 . 5 B  I N  A N N U A L  S A L E S

A culture rooted in people, communities, and giving back.
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Come out for drinks, food, music, and
fun! You don't want to miss this event. 

SCAN HERE TO RSVP!

Founder | Realtor®
925.216.9083

DRE #01507863

KATIE MOE
Realtor®

925-202-9026
DRE #02049561

JENNY SHIBLAQ
Realtor®

925-588-6787
DRE #01943317

SANDRA KOZIMOR
Realtor®

510.410.9802
DRE #02131973

STEPH HEVEZI
Realtor®

925-524-8055
DRE #02158951

ELIAS MUNIZ
The Power of Community.
The Connection of People.

At Connect California Homes, we understand that it is a privilege and an honor to live in the communities
that we serve. It is a core value and part of our mission as local business owners to create partnerships within

our community and seek out opportunities to give back and allow others to do the same. We proudly support
and sponsor local community organizations that make a difference.

Join us at BottleTaps for our end-of-month fundraising
event where 15% of the BottleTaps profits will be
donated to HERS Breast Cancer Foundation.
Additionally, there will be fun-filled raffle prizes, with all
raffle ticket purchases donated as well! 

XTREME MUSIC BINGOXTREME MUSIC BINGO
OCTOBER 25TH | 6–9PMOCTOBER 25TH | 6–9PM

2ND ANNUAL 2ND ANNUAL 2ND ANNUAL

SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY: OUR PROUD PARTNERSHIPS

LEARN MORE AT CONNECTCAHOMES.COM/GIVE-BACK

Connect California Homes is so excited to announce our 2nd Annual Connect to a
Cause. We are  for the month of October 2023 in support of Breast

Cancer Awareness and Prevention. Join us in connecting to this cause!
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Info@ArmarioHomes.com
459 Main Street, Pleasanton
www.ArmarioHomes.com

SOLD $2,217,000
902 OLD OAK ROAD, LIVERMORE

SOLD $3,450,000
1034 VIA DI SALERNO, RUBY HILL

Listing Preparation Analysis
Renowned Tailored Marketing
Unbeatable Local Connections 

Competitive Seller Fees

Be One of FewBe One of FewBe One of Few
ot One of ManNot One of Many

While others wait until next season to sell,While others wait until next season to sell,
don't miss out on the opportunity to receivedon't miss out on the opportunity to receive

top dollar on your home. With low inventory intop dollar on your home. With low inventory in
the Tri-Valley area and high demand fromthe Tri-Valley area and high demand from

eager buyers, DeAnna Armario is achievingeager buyers, DeAnna Armario is achieving
exceptional results for local sellers.exceptional results for local sellers.

Top Ranking Pleasanton Realtor
20+ Years of Experience

Nationally Ranking Team

REALTRENDS | TOM FERRY

950+950+
FamiliesFamilies
AssistedAssisted

Top 1.5%Top 1.5%
Of Real EstateOf Real Estate

Teams NationwideTeams Nationwide

PENDING IN 7 DAYS
PRODUCED MULTIPLE OFFERS
CLOSED IN 14 DAYS!

SOLD $101K
ABOVE LIST PRICE!

PENDING OVER LIST PRICE!
PRODUCED MULTIPLE OFFERS
PENDING IN 6 DAYS!

SOLD $118K
ABOVE LIST PRICE!

OPEN HOUSE
FRIDAY 5-7PM
SAT & SUN 1-4PM

5139 CORONA COURT, PLEASANTON
LISTED AT $1,599,000

LUXURY RUBY HILL PROPERTY COMING SOON
5 BED | 5 BATH | 5,143 SQ FT

INQUIRE FOR PRICING & SHOWING

$113M+$113M+
Closed SalesClosed Sales

in 2022in 2022

NOW PENDING
ABOVE LIST PRICE!

PRODUCED MULTIPLE OFFERS
PENDING AFTER 7 DAYS!

LISTED AT $1,799,000
1031 KOTTINGER DRIVE, PLEASANTON


