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WE’RE PROUD TO BRING OUR READERS SOME 
OF THE BEST JOURNALISM IN THE STATE.

The annual California Journalism Awards competition, which celebrates 

excellence in reporting, design, photography and multimedia recognized 

our organization with 17 awards in the following categories:

• Arts & Entertainment Coverage
• Coverage of 2022 Elections
• Coverage of Business and the Economy
• Coverage of Youth and Education
• Editorial Comment
• Feature Photo
• Feature Story
• In-Depth Reporting

• Inside Page Layout & Design
• Investigative Reporting
• Land-Use Reporting
• News Photo
• Newsletter
• Open - Investigative Reporting
• Profile Story
• Video Journalism

Please help support 
the local journalism 

and the award-winning 
team that is driven 

by the desire to bring 
you fresh, original 

reporting.

We couldn’t 
do it without 

you.

www.PleasantonWeekly.com/join
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‘I
t’s the most wonderful time 
of the year,” echoes sarcasti-
cally in my mind these days. 

No, not because Costco is already 
in full Christmas mode weeks be-
fore Halloween even hits.

That’s right, election season is 
here — and it’s a presidential year 
to boot. Which, as of 2020, means 
the primary election in California 
arrives in March, instead of June, 
so our state can have more of a say 
about who the final White House 
candidates will be.

I know that is the schedule now, 
but I still felt shocked into real-
ity when the press release arrived 
about the candidacy nomination 
period opening Sept. 14 from the 
Contra Costa County Elections 
Division (although the state-set 
deadlines are the same, I haven’t 
gotten any such public notice from 
the notoriously quiet Alameda 
County Registrar of Voters’ Office 
... luckily I’m well-versed in scour-
ing their website; go to acvote.org/
candidates/how-to-run).

For our Tri-Valley voters in 
Alameda County, the big local races 
will be county supervisor, superior 
court judgeships and Zone 7 Water 
Agency. That will be in addition to 
important state and federal posi-
tions — and possibly special ballot 
issues, if deadlines are met.

We’ve already been told that 
longtime District 4 Supervisor 
Nate Miley, who represents part 
of Pleasanton, is seeking reelec-
tion and will have a challenger in 
Ashland nurse Jennifer Esteen, who 
competed unsuccessfully for State 
Assembly District 20 finishing third 
in a four-candidate primary in 2022.

District 1 Supervisor David 
Haubert, who represents Dublin, 
Livermore and parts of Pleasanton 
and Sunol, is running again. I haven’t 
seen any challengers come forward 
yet, but I’m keeping my eye out. The 
filing period, known as “signatures-
in-lieu”, is open until Nov. 8.

Time will also tell about which, 
if any, Alameda County Superior 
Court judgeships might be con-
tested on the March 5, 2024 ballot.

As for Zone 7, which is increas-
ingly relevant to local residents 
amid water supply and PFAS con-
tamination concerns, there will 
be three regular full terms on the 
ballot (positions currently held by 
Sandy Figuers, Laurene Green and 
Angela Ramirez Holmes).

There will also be a special two-
year term on the ballot for the Zone 
7 seat currently held by former 
Pleasanton councilmember Kathy 

Narum following the resignation of 
ex-director Olivia Sanwong to join 
the East Bay Regional Park District 
Board of Directors.

Of the larger offices on Tri-Valley 
ballots in March, the State Senate 
District 7 race will be particularly 
intriguing. Incumbent Steve Glazer 
said he will not run for reelection, 
declining to test the state’s term 
limit law which would come into 
play for him midway through a 
potential 2024-28 term.

Just who will come out to bat-
tle for this critical position in the 
state’s upper legislative house? The 
list of experienced officials could be 
long ... we’ll see.

Wondering if one such name 
could be Rebecca Bauer-Kahan, the 
Tri-Valley’s current representative 
for State Assembly District 16, I 
reached out to her press team to 
clarify whether she’ll run for reelec-
tion to the lower house or perhaps 
seek a higher office in March. “No 
announcements yet,” I was told.

The Assembly District 20 seat, 
which Liz Ortega won in 2022 to 
represent western Pleasanton and 
western Dublin among other East 
Bay cities, will be contested in the 
new year too.

And the eyes of the nation will be 
on California as our voters decide 
which two candidates will advance 
to the November general election 
to succeed Dianne Feinstein in the 
U.S. Senate.

There is always the possibility of 
special election issues finding their 
way onto the primary ballot.

While I thought the issue had 
died for consideration in March 
in favor of less-expensive consoli-
dation with the regular munici-
pal election in November 2024, it 
sounds like the Dublin City Council 
is still thinking about adding pos-
sible changes to the city’s term limit 
law to the primary election.

Oh, and of course there’s the po-
tential recall of Alameda County 
District Attorney Pamela Price. We 
learned last month that critics of 
the progressive, first-year DA filed 
to pursue a recall petition, but it’s 
unclear whether they’re targeting the 
March primary — let alone if they 
can get the support to hit their target.

I have no desire to touch that 
heated debate with a 10-foot pole 
at this point, except to apply one of 
my general political rules to Price: 
As much as she seeks to point the 
finger anywhere and everywhere 
else these past weeks, if a DA recall 
petition does get on the ballot, she’ll 
have no one to blame but herself. 

About the Cover
The Pleasanton Senior Center is celebrating its 30th anniversary this month, 
including a special social event Sept. 28. Photos courtesy City of Pleasanton. 
Cover design by Kristin Brown. Vol. XXIV, Number 35

Time for election fun

WHAT A WEEK
BY JEREMY WALSH
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Streetwise ASKED AROUND TOWN

Hayley Sigala
Server

I think twice a month, all year long, would be about right. 
The street closures bring so many more people downtown 
over the weekend. And I know from my own experience 
that business is always better, and the restaurant more 
crowded, when the streets are closed because people can 
meet up downtown and walk around comfortably without 
having to worry about getting hit by a car.

Beth Long
Client care specialist 

I really love the street closures because they bring so many 
people out. It’s so enjoyable to watch all of the people, 
especially people who are out walking their dogs and kids 
riding their bikes and scooters up and down Main Street. 
If it were up to me, we’d have these Main Street closures 
every weekend during the spring and summer months when 
the weather is so great. 

How often each year would you like to see Pleasanton have its Weekends on Main?

Chris Davidson, with Bill
Engineer

Oh man, if it were up to me, Main Street would be 
closed to cars every weekend of the year, rain or 
shine. The street closures really bring our community 
together. Human and canine. And now that the 
city has taken such great measures to create ample 
parking, I believe the closures can only be good and 
no longer bad for local business owners.

Kristina Beck, with Stevie
Communications manager

I think the Main Street street closures should be at 
least one a month, all year long. It’s so great to be 
able to come downtown with our kids and meet up 
with other young families and watch the children all 
playing together in the middle of the street. We really 
look forward to this. I mean, where else does this even 
happen?

Abigail Brophy
Hostess

I live downtown, and even with the traffic off of Main 
Street, I love the street closures. I would love to see 
this happen every weekend during the summer and 
beginning of fall, and then the first weekend of every 
month during the rest of the year.

Have a Streetwise question? Email editor@PleasantonWeekly.com

The Pleasanton Weekly is published every Friday by Embarcadero Media, 5506 Sunol Blvd., Suite 203, Pleasanton, CA 
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—Compiled by Nancy and Jeff Lewis

To Order Tickets:

auctria.events/glitzandgratitude2023
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Carole Montgomery, Leighann Lord,

Cathy Ladman, & Barb North
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Newsfront
A thoughtful leader

The Dublin Chamber of 
Commerce is launching its in-
augural “Thoughtful Leadership 
Speaker Series” next month, with 
civil rights activist and educator 
Harry Edwards, Ph.D., serving 
as the first keynote speaker.

“Dr. Harry Edwards has a long 
and storied history of activism 
focused upon developments in 
racial equity in America and 
around the world,” chamber 
officials said. “The combina-
tion of his experiences as an 
African-American, as an athlete; 
and his training in sociology led 
Edwards to propose America 
had become very complacent 
about the issue of race in sports.”

“Views on America’s Future 
with Dr. Harry Edwards - 
American Sociologist and Civil 
Rights Leader” is set to run from 
5:30-7 p.m. Oct. 19 at  Regal 
Hacienda Crossings in Dublin. 
Go to dublinchamberofcom-
merce.org for tickets and more 
information. 

‘Bridging the Gap’
The Tri-Valley Nonprofit 

Alliance is hosting the Anti-
Poverty Collaborative’s “Bridging 
the Gap” on Oct. 5 at Hacienda 
Business Park in Pleasanton.

“’Bridging the Gap’ is more 
than just an event; it’s a critical 
effort to confront and address 
the community’s multifaceted 
challenges surrounding poverty, 
health care, education, affordable 
housing, food security and eco-
nomic justice,” organizers said.

The event will feature panel 
speakers sharing their experi-
ences in combating poverty, 
homelessness and food insecu-
rity. Other topics will include the 
newly revised TVNPA data re-
port, basic income pilot projects, 
and the recent California home-
lessness report, organizers said. 

For more information or spon-
sorships, visit tvnpa.org/tvapc.

Value of exercise
The Alan Hu Foundation, a 

Pleasanton-based nonprofit, 
is holding a webinar presenta-
tion next week by professor and 
psychiatrist Dr. John J. Ratey, 
“The Positive Impact of Exercise 
on Mental Health and Suicide 
Prevention”, as part of its free 
public Mental Health Lecture 
Series. 

Foundation reps said Ratey 
will discuss “the positive effects 
of incorporating exercise into 
a comprehensive mental health 
treatment plan, with help from 
mental health providers, such 
as therapists, psychiatrists or 
counselors.”

The webinar will run from 
5:30-6:30 p.m. Tuesday (Sept. 
26) via Zoom, with a 15-minute 
Q&A session with Ratey to fol-
low. RSVP is required. Learn 
more at alanhufoundation.org. 

DIGEST

BY CHRISTIAN TRUJANO

T
he Pleasanton City Coun-
cil voted to delay the deci-
sion about increasing the 

city’s water rates by 62% over 
three years after dozens of resi-
dents packed the meeting room 
on Tuesday to ask the council to 
slow down so that staff can con-
duct more analysis on the topic.

That work, the council con-
curred, should include evaluat-
ing comments from the public, 
responding to resident questions 
and figuring out any possible al-
ternatives to the three-year water 

rate hikes. Afterward, staff will 
present their next recommenda-
tion for the rates during the Nov. 
7 council meeting.

“We’ve been talking about this 
subject, since I don’t even know 
when ... We’ve talked about a lot of 
different things and our staff has 
addressed a lot of those things,” 
Councilmember Valerie Arkin said. 
“But if there is new information 
or additional information our staff 
wants to provide, I think that will 
be great based on public input.”

“Increasing rates is not some-
thing I take lightly. We are all 

residents here too ... I have a pool, 
I have a garden, I get it,” Arkin 
added. “A suggestion of just not 
doing the rate is not what I’m 
talking about. We need to fix the 
problem, and that’s what we’re 
going to need to do and that’s a 
responsibility of the city. But we 
need questions answered, I com-
pletely agree.”

City officials have been look-
ing at raising water rates since 
2019, but the water rate study 
was paused due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Since then, city of-
ficials have said that three years 

of no rate increases have put 
the city in a difficult position of 
having to raise the rates so that 
the city’s water enterprise fund 
doesn’t go bankrupt in the next 
three years.

“We certainly needed to do 
more in terms of proactively 
planning for the needs of the 
system,” City Manager Gerry 
Beaudin said Tuesday. “We have 
the water rate program that es-
sentially resets the enterprise 
fund ...  This is a fund that is on 

City pauses water rate debate
Staff to conduct more analysis, work to better inform residents  

ahead of new hearing in November

Fallout in 
Sunol over 

board’s 
flag ban
Surprise meeting  

on personnel issues  
raises eyebrows

BY CHRISTIAN TRUJANO

C
urrent and former members 
of the Sunol Glen School 
community are calling out 

the school board majority saying 
their decision last week to approve 
a resolution that limits the school to 
only display the U.S. and state flags 
is not only wrong, but the way it was 
passed was undemocratic.

And the announcement Tuesday 
of a special board meeting mainly 
on personnel matters happening 
on Wednesday afternoon, which is 
being criticized by residents for its 
last-minute nature, has only fur-
thered the distrust for many com-
munity members. Results of the 
meeting were pending as of the 
Weekly’s press time.

During a tense hearing on Sept. 
12 with many comments focused on 
the LGBTQ+ pride flag, the Sunol 
Glen Unified School District Board 
of Trustees voted 2-1 to adopt the 
flag resolution that was written up 
after four people spoke out during 
an August board meeting against 
“special interest groups” possibly 
being allowed to fly their flags at 
the school.

Since then, many residents, par-
ents and other community members 
have been voicing their opposition 
against the resolution, saying that it 

BY NICOLE GONZALES

T
his fall, the Tri-Valley 
community will be able 
to join together at the 

Bankhead Theater Plaza for a 
series of special events honor-
ing cultural groups. Livermore 
Valley Arts has planned the free 
festivities in an effort to uplift 
diversity and awareness locally.

From Indigenous Peoples’ 
Day to Diwali to Pride — and 
more — the celebrations will 
take place between this weekend 
to Nov. 5.

“These free community and 

cultural events are part of LVA’s 
core value and belief that ev-
eryone in the Tri-Valley should 
have the opportunity to experi-
ence the arts at whatever age 
and whatever level they are,” 
LVA representatives said in a 
statement.

On Saturday (Sept. 23), LVA 
will host an Indigenous Peoples’ 
Day celebration, an apprecia-
tion of stories, songs and dances 
from the long history of Native 
Americans that have been pre-
served through centuries..

“LVA acknowledges that we 

are on the unceded ancestral 
homeland of the Ohlone,” LVA 
reps said. “(We) affirm the sov-
ereign rights of their community 
as First Peoples and are commit-
ted to supporting the traditional 
and contemporary evolution of 
the American Indian commu-
nity and uplifting contemporary 
indigenous voices and culture.”

Featuring an altar dedication, 
land acknowledgements, tradi-
tional dances and a community 
drum circle, the celebration will 

Community in the plaza
Indigenous Peoples’ Day leads LVA cultural celebration series

ROBERT SUGUITAN / LVA 

A dancer in traditional regalia performs at the Livermore Valley Arts Native American celebration last year. The 
2023 Indigenous Peoples’ Day event is set for this Saturday in the Bankhead Plaza. 

See WATER RATES on Page 9

See COMMUNITY on Page 9 See SUNOL FLAG on Page 7
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Dr Inning Chen
Optometrist

4450 Black Ave Suite C, Pleasanton, CA 94566
amadorvalleyopto@gmail.com Phone 925.462.2600
www.amadorvalleyopto.com Fax 925.462.2605

NEWSFRONT

Amador celebratesAmador celebrates

100 years100 years
Plenty of purple and gold around Pleasanton last weekend

PHOTOS BY CHUCK DECKERT

Amador Valley High alumni and current students joined community leaders and others in marking the school’s 
centennial with a series of special events last week. Clockwise from above: The 2023-24 Amador marching band in the 
centennial parade on Sept. 15. Taking part in the parade was Doreen Duarte Ellis, who graduated in 1980. Mavis Fiorio 
Williams, 97, represented the class of 1944 in the procession. The Wine and Cheese Opening Reception at the Museum 
on Main on Sept. 14. At the museum reception were (from left) Todd Utikal, Joanie Fields and Bill Butler. 

Gina Piper
(925) 200-0202
LIC #01201349

Stay up to date on  
real estate market trends. 

PLEASANTON  
127 Spring St. #230  

DANVILLE  
380 Diablo Rd. #201
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has been negatively affecting fami-
lies of the small school that serves 
students in kindergarten through 
eighth grade.

“I’ve seen Sunol Glen parents cry-
ing over what’s going on,” longtime 
Sunol resident Andrew Turnbull told 
the Weekly. “It’s affecting the middle 
school students that I’ve talked to. 
They’re bummed out ... that they’re 
banning the (pride) flag.”

Throughout the meeting last 
week, Board President Ryan 
Jergensen held his ground saying the 
resolution was not directed toward 
any specific flag and that it would 
help the district remove itself from 
endorsing any one particular group.

“It by no means restricts the free 
speech of teachers, it does not re-
strict the free speech of students,” 
Jergensen said during the Sept. 12 
meeting. “It is only restricting the 
speech of the district itself.”

Jergensen did not respond to re-
quests for comment this week.

However, according to Trustee 
Ted Romo, who cast the lone dis-
senting vote, the issue first started 
when the LGBTQ+ pride flag was 
displayed on the school’s flagpole 
back in June, after the flag was torn 
down from the fence outside of the 
campus.

Denise Kent Romo, a former 
Sunol Glen trustee who is married 
to Trustee Ted Romo, said that when 
Superintendent Molleen Barnes 
raised the pride flag on the pole, it 
was disappointing to see Jergensen 
support the now-adopted resolution 
rather than urging the board to de-
nounce the flag being torn down 
from the fence.

“It’s just a very draconian reso-
lution that was not well-thought-
out,” Kent Romo said. “When it was 
written, I don’t think the teachers 
were consulted. I don’t think many 
parents were consulted. It was just 
something that seemed like it was 
just done very quickly, and jammed 
through, based on personal and reli-
gious beliefs.”

“Instead of showing support for 
students after the flag was torn off 
the fence, nobody said anything,” 
Kent Romo told the Weekly. “This 
all started because the flag was torn 
down and it was put on the flagpole 
to keep it safe, and I think that right 
there says a lot about the origins of 
this issue.”

One of the main arguments in 
favor of the resolution that Trustee 
Linda Hurley touched on during 
last week’s meeting was the poten-
tial legal risks that the small school 
could face if the resolution didn’t 
pass and certain groups were not 
allowed to raise their flags at the 
school.

Hurley did not respond to re-
quests for comment this week.

But Alameda County Board of 
Education Area 7 Trustee Cheryl 
Cook-Kallio, whose district includes 
Sunol and whose daughter attended 
the school growing up, challenged 
Hurley’s lawsuit concerns. She told 
the Weekly that yes, the school 
could see potential legal issues, but 
only because the LGTBQ+ pride 
flag itself is protected speech.

“What they’ve done is they target-
ed themselves for litigation,” Cook-
Kallio said.

Kent Romo added, “The rights of 
our LGBTQ students are very much 
protected by the state and federal 
government. They are not a special 
interest group. They are a marginal-
ized group of people that the school 
must show that they support.”

While many parents and resi-
dents did touch on the negative 
impacts of the resolution related 
to the LGBTQ+ pride flag, one 
criticism that was shared among 
outside elected officials like Cook-
Kallio was that the meeting itself 
was undemocratic.

Critics cited the 20 minutes of al-
lotted time that they considered to 
be too short of a time to hear from 
the public — plus the clock was not 
being paused in between speakers, 
which cut the time for public com-
ments even more.

“Every board I’ve ever been on ... 
we were really sensitive to the fact 

that we couldn’t go on for nine or 10 
hours,” Cook-Kallio added. “So to 
shut down comments like that ... I 
don’t think it’s right. I don’t think it’s 
what a public school board should 
be doing. I certainly don’t think 
trustees in the school district should 
do that.”

Pleasanton Vice Mayor Jack 
Balch, who graduated from Sunol 
Glen School in 1991, also took issue 
with how the meeting was run and 
said that even though he does not 
know Sunol’s governing board poli-
cies, they should have done more to 
make sure more voices were heard.

“What bothers me the most, I 
would say, would be the failure of 
democracy,” Balch told the Weekly. 
“The community has a right to be 
heard ... they were not given that 
opportunity.”

He said while he does understand 
the complexity surrounding the flag 
resolution, he did take issue — as 
did many others — with Jergensen 
kicking out everyone in the room, 
with help from county sheriff ’s 
deputies, after many people began 
shouting over each other and inter-
rupting the meeting.

There are also several people who 
said that apart from seeing the ef-
fect the resolution has had on the 
students and parents at the school, 
they feel unsafe of outside groups of 
people who supported the resolu-
tions and who had shown up at the 
Sept. 12 meeting simply to agitate 
the community.

Crystal Freitas-Diamond, a parent 
of both a Sunol Glen kindergartener 
and a teacher at the school, told the 
Weekly that when she attended the 
Sept. 12 meeting, she had seen a lot 
of people who weren’t Sunol Glen 
parents there simply to agitate the 
community.

She said that even as someone 
who champions speaking out for 
things she believes in, she had been 
fearful of people who have been 
harassing her on social media on 
her viewpoints she shared against 
the resolution and in support of the 
LGBTQ+ community during her 
comments at the meeting.

“Somebody at that meeting took 
my name down to find me and to 
harass and bully me because they 
didn’t like my opinion. Even though 
their side won,” Freitas-Diamond 
said. “If those are the allies and the 
support to the people who were for 
the ban, that’s got to be an issue.”

Jergensen also voiced his own 
fears for his family in an email to 
the Weekly last week where he re-
sponded to claims that he is tied 
with those groups.

“I have no ties to any hate groups,” 
Jergensen wrote in the email. “I am 

hurt that you assume that members 
of our community have ties to hate 
groups. There is no evidence of this.”

As one week passed since the con-
troversial resolution vote, a pub-
lic agenda was released on Tuesday 
for a special Sunol board meeting 
Wednesday (Sept. 20) at 2:30 p.m., 
including closed-session discus-
sions about “discipline/dismissal/
release” of an unspecified public 
employee and a performance evalu-
ation for the superintendent. Check 
PleasantonWeekly.com for coverage 
of the results of the meeting. 

SUNOL FLAG
Continued from Page 5

BY CIERRA BAILEY

A 
development project set 
for North Livermore that 
seemed to be dead after 

an appellate court ruling last year 
may be getting revived.

The city of Livermore is planning 
to host a neighborhood meeting 
next Wednesday (Sept. 27) to share 
updated information about the 
contentious Garaventa Hills hous-
ing project.

The project, which has been in 
the works since 2011, refers to a 
plan proposed by developer Lafferty 
Communities to build roughly 40 
homes on a privately owned 32-
acre parcel of land located on a 

hillside north of Interstate 580, east 
of Vasco Road and west of Laughlin 
Road.

The Livermore City Council ini-
tially approved the project back in 
2019 but community group Save 
the Hill, which opposes the project, 
filed a lawsuit against the city under 
the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA), citing failure 
by the city to adequately evaluate 
the alternative of not doing the 
project and instead purchasing the 
land from the owners to preserve as 
open space — or the “no-project” 
option.

The lawsuit was rejected in su-
perior court in April 2020 on the 

grounds that Save the Hill failed to 
adequately raise their issue with the 
city during the administrative pro-
cess before raising a legal challenge. 
That decision prompted the group 
to file an appeal.

The appellate court sided with 
Save the Hill in March 2022, revers-
ing the superior court’s decision.

As a result, the council officially 
rescinded its approval of the project 
in November 2022.

According to the city, Lafferty 
Communities has since resubmit-
ted the project back for review. The 
project includes revising the envi-
ronmental impact report to ana-
lyze the no-project alternative in an 

effort to address the inadequacies 
identified by the appellate court.

“The City is required to process 
all development proposals, includ-
ing any proposal for the Garaventa 
Hills Project, and to allow a prop-
erty owner to correct or modify a 
project and resubmit their proposal 
for review,” according to a page on 
the city’s website with details about 
the project.

“The property owners of the 
property which is the subject of 
this project have confirmed in writ-
ing that they are in contract with 
Lafferty Communities and do not 
wish to sell the property to the 
City,” the webpage reads.

The Lafferty Communities 
website currently has a webpage 
dedicated to the project that reads 
“Coming Soon” and describes the 
project as “a collection of 42 inno-
vative Tuscan-styled homes against 
a backdrop of permanent open 
space.” However, there is no ad-
ditional information related to the 
project on the site.

City officials told Livermore Vine 
that the neighborhood meeting for 
the Garaventa Hills project will be 
held on Wednesday (Sept. 27) from 
6-8 p.m.  in the multi-purpose room 
at Altamont Creek Elementary 
School located at 6500 Garaventa 
Ranch Road in Livermore. 

NEWSFRONT

Community meeting on Garaventa Hills project next week
Livermore officials to share updates about contentious development proposal

Gene Morgan Insurance Agency
2020 Fourth Street, Livermore

(925) 447-2565 ext. 2220
mike@genemorganinsurance.com

Call me today for
your free, no-
obligation review
of your life
insurance needs!
We represent the
most competitive
and financially
stable insurance
companies and
can find you the
best rate for 
your needs.

MULTIPLAN_MAFLYERGMI_M
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BY NICOLE GONZALES

D
ublin Unified School 
District trustees narrowly 
decided against initiating 

an investigation into the district’s 
leadership staff to see if they 
have been fully implementing the 
board’s directive earlier this sum-
mer to halt any standards-based 
grading.

At the end of  another con-
tentious debate stemming from 
teacher grading practices, the 
board voted 3-2 last week to de-
feat the proposal to hire a pri-
vate firm to lead an extensive in-
vestigation of staff and district 
records — leading Trustee Dan 
Cherrier, who called for the probe 
and wanted it to cover adherence 
to other board decisions too, to 
walk out of the meeting after his 
motion failed.

“I will be voting no on this. I 
don’t see the value in this,” Trustee 
Kristin Speck said at the Sept. 12 
meeting. “One of my roles as a 
trustee is to be conscious of our 
taxpayer dollars, and I do not think 
this is a good use of that money.”

In July, after several months 
of debate, the board majority in 
support of the traditional grad-
ing system voted to discontinue 
standards-based grading trial 
cohorts from moving forward 
officially within the district. 

Standards-based grading is known 
as a type of education assessment 
that tests students on “mastery of 
content” and typically offers mul-
tiple opportunities for success.

“This continues to be an issue 
with the general public,” Cherrier 
said during last week’s meet-
ing. “And in my personal opin-
ion, there’s been a few times now 
where board direction has not 
been implemented to the best of 
its ability by leadership staff. I 
think it would be good to have an 
outside agency to look into what 
I’m alleging to see if that is the 
case, without any biases.”

“I’m proposing an investiga-
tion into seeing if board direction 
is being followed by leadership 
staff, but not just limited to equity 
based grading,” Cherrier added. 
“We need to get to the bottom of 
this and find out what’s going on, 
because this is tearing this district 
apart.”

According to the staff report, 
the investigation would see an 
outside firm review documents, 
communications and correspon-
dence, and interview staff mem-
bers. The probe would not exceed 
between $25,000 and $100,000, 
Cherrier stated.

Keoki Yee, DUSD computer 
technician and president of the 
local chapter of the California 

School Employees Association, 
shared concerns during the meet-
ing’s public comment portion.

“We cannot have an investiga-
tion going on now. This needs to 
stop because this is harassment,” 
Yee told the board. “We are here 
for the students; they should be 
the No. 1 priority on every level.”

“With this money, we can have 
another campus supervisor to 
help out securing our campuses, 
we could have another food ser-
vice worker, we could have an-
other secretary in the office,” Yee 
said. “This would be a waste of 
taxpayer money.”

Monica Lewis, a seventh-grade 
English teacher at Fallon Middle 
School, also spoke against the 
motion.

“The board of education vows 
to work proactively to identify 
practices, policies and institution-
al barriers that negatively impact 
student learning and perpetuate 
achievement gaps — standards-
based grading does just that,” 
Lewis said.

“Board policy states that board 
members will ensure that stake-
holders are provided opportuni-
ties to challenge practices that 
deny equitable instruction without 
fear of retribution. I want to re-
mind you that staff are stakehold-
ers too, teachers are stakeholders,” 

she added. “If we can’t challenge 
the traditional grading system that 
we are part of without fear of 
an investigation, you are break-
ing board policy. Board policy 
also says that employees’ skills and 
knowledge are valued. We are not 
feeling that.”

Board President Gabi Blackman 
expressed support for the 
investigation.

“Obviously this is upsetting to 
have to come back to this item 
time and time again,” Blackman 
said. “As much as I want to sup-
port staff and what they’re trying 
to do, I do think there are grading 
issues. I do find that I’m a little 
bit concerned with how this grad-
ing committee has morphed into 
something different.”

“I would like to find out how 
it got to where it did. I think an 
investigation would help us un-
derstand where we came from, 
how we got here and maybe how 
we lost sight of what we were sup-
posed to be focused on,” Blackman 
said. “$25,000 or $100,000 is not 
a lot of money when you think 
about 13,000 students ... this is a 
drop in the bucket.”

“The money and investment 
may reveal some truths and help 
us recalibrate,” she added.

Student Trustee Anika Yu, a 
senior at Dublin High School, 

shared her opposition to the 
investigation.

“As a district we should make 
decisions that help students,” said 
Yu, who holds a non-voting posi-
tion on the board. “On our cam-
pus there are alot of things that 
could be done with that money, 
rather than this motion.”

Board members Speck, Kristin 
Pelham and William Kuo gave 
comments that did not support 
Cherrier’s proposed investigation.

“We’re not going to find any-
thing useful there. This investiga-
tion won’t find anything that isn’t 
already out there. I think the com-
munity still needs to hear more 
about it,” said Kuo, who was part of 
the board majority to discontinue 
standards-based grading in July.

Prior to the vote, Cherrier made 
an announcement to his fellow 
board members and the public 
that he was dissatisfied with the 
way the conversation and discus-
sion had been handled.

“After we take the vote and see 
what it’s all going to be, I’m going 
to be leaving. I don’t understand 
our role in being here if leadership 
doesn’t follow anything we decide. 
It seems like we are wasting time,” 
said Cherrier, who left the board-
room without returning for the 
rest of the business on the agenda 
that night. 

BY JUDE STRZEMP

F
rom now through the end of 
October, the community is 
invited to offer its thoughts 

on Pleasanton’s trees, using an 
online survey conducted by the 
city.

The responses and future input 
the city receives are set for con-
sideration in the 25-year Urban 
Forest Master Plan (UFMP), a de-
veloping framework for the long-
term care, preservation and ex-
pansion of the community’s urban 
forest.

Scheduled for completion be-
tween late-2024 and mid-2025, the 
UFMP will be an important tool 
for addressing the impacts of cli-
mate change, population increases 
and strains to infrastructure and 
resources, according to Heather 
Tiernan, communications man-
ager for the city of Pleasanton and 
Matthew Gruber, a manager of the 
UFMP and landscape architect for 
the city.

“The City of Pleasanton has long 
valued the importance of trees and 
our urban forest to the beauty, 
value, health and welfare of our 
community and neighborhoods,” 

Tiernan wrote in a statement. 
“(It) is looking to reinforce our 
commitment to the community 
and our urban forest by develop-
ing our first Urban Forest Master 
Plan.”

An urban forest comprises all 
of the trees throughout the city 
that exist on streets, parks, homes, 
commercial properties and other 
locations, according to the city’s 
UFMP webpage.

In terms of policy, the plan 
is being created to implement 
Pleasanton’s Climate Action Plan 
2.0 (CAP 2.0) and update the city’s 
tree preservation ordinance.

CAP 2.0 is Pleasanton’s plan for 
reducing greenhouse gas emis-
sions, ultimately for improving 
the city’s resilience to the impacts 
of climate change and improving 
quality of life and public health.

By 2030, CAP 2.0 targets the city 
with a 70% per capita reduction 
in greenhouse gas emissions, as 
compared to 1990. And by 2024, 
it plans for Pleasanton to become 
per capita, carbon neutral.

About 40% of the planned emis-
sion reductions will come from 
addressing transportation and 

buildings’ energy use.
Implementing state policy on 

waste reduction and recovery and 
creating a UFMP, which aims to 
increase carbon stores in the land-
scape, account for most of the 
remaining reductions, according 
to city officials.

Another catalyst for creating 
the UFMP was community con-
cerns about the tree preservation 
ordinance, which includes rules 
regarding heritage tree preserva-
tion and removal. Updates to the 
ordinance will be guided by the 
UFMP, according to city staff.

The city is working with Dudek 
— an environmental, planning 
and engineering firm — to de-
velop the UFMP.

The plan will inform its manage-
ment recommendations with com-
pleted research, an updated inven-
tory of city-managed trees and an 
analysis of canopy cover for the 
entire urban forest. The research 
will be used to analyze carbon se-
questration (the removal of carbon 
dioxide from the atmosphere and 
storage as carbon), average pollut-
ant capture, avoided emissions and 
more, city officials said.

In addition to the current UFMP 
survey, Gruber said the city will 
conduct more outreach over time.

Community engagement re-
garding the UFMP was extended 
at the Pleasanton Farmers’ Market 
last Saturday. The City Council 
is set to discuss the plan this 
fall. Plus, in early 2024, the city 
plans to open another community 

survey regarding the UFMP.
“The more public feedback we 

have, the more relevant our rec-
ommendations in the master plan 
are going to be,” Gruber said.

The approximately three-minute 
survey is available at ptowntrees.
com. All questions are voluntary 
and participation is anonymous. 
City residence is not required. 

DUSD board rejects proposal to investigate if staff  
ignored its direction on grading practices

Trustee Cherrier walks out of meeting after 3-2 vote defeats possible six-figure internal probe

Pleasanton solicits feedback for urban forest planning
Initiative part of implementing city’s Climate Action Plan 2.0

NEWSFRONT

Meet Vicky
A brilliant and spirited girl with 
a personality as unique as her 
striking looks, Vicky is a bundle 
of energy and intellect, always 
seeking adventure and ready to 
outwit any challenge that comes 
her way. Her intelligence shines 
brightly in everything she does. 
If you’re ready to embark on an 
exciting journey with a smart, 
energetic and independent 
companion, this Belgian 
Malinois might be the dog for 
you. Meet Vicky at the East Bay 
SPCA Dublin Adoption Center; 
visit eastbayspca.org.

PET OF THE WEEK

EAST BAY SPCA



Pleasanton Weekly • September 22, 2023 • Page 9

its way to becoming insolvent 
in the next two years, as in not 
enough money to do the work 
that needs to be done.”

“For as much as we could say 
tonight that we don’t know what 
we’re up against. We know that 
when we haven’t done a citywide 
master plan in 30 years for our 
water system. And when we have 
PFAS contamination and we’re 
trying to get 3,500 acre-feet out 
of the ground, we know we have 
tens of millions of dollars on the 
horizon to address those needs,” 
Beaudin added.

The proposed rate structure 
from staff would have seen rates 
increase by 30% beginning Nov. 
1, followed by another 20% in-
crease beginning Jan. 1, 2025 and 
a 12% increase the following year.

According to the staff presen-
tation, the first proposed rate 
increase would raise the average 
homeowner’s bimonthly bill by 
$33, which equates to an approxi-
mately 30% increase in the total 
water portion of the utility bill, 
or about a 13% increase to the 
overall utility bill.

This would also mark the first 

rate structure overhaul since 
2011 — water rates have only 
been adjusted for inflation since 
2011, except for 2017, 2020, 2021 
and 2022 when there weren’t any 
increases at all, according to staff.

That all led to the water fund 
becoming unsustainable, which 
needs to be addressed in order to 
move forward with future water-
related projects and operations 
in the city, according to Beaudin.

The council voted 4-1 in July, 
with Vice Mayor Jack Balch in 
dissent, to initiate the public 
notification process ahead of 
final rate increase consideration 
Tuesday night. However, Balch 
had initially asked the city to 
push pause and to actually wait 
until November so that more 
analysis could be done and so 
that more residents could weigh 
in on the discussion.

“This is welcome news, because 
on July 18, that’s exactly what I 
asked for to happen, so I appreci-
ate the willingness by the council 
to do it,” Balch said.

While many residents had is-
sues with not understanding how 
the rate increases would affect 
them and where the money gen-
erated from the increases would 
go toward, city officials held on 

to their claims that some type 
of increases will be necessary in 
order to help accomplish several 
water related goals.

Those goals, according to city 
officials, include executing im-
mediate city infrastructure sys-
tem upgrades, increasing funding 
for the water supply alternative 
project design work, increasing 
funding to purchase water from 
the Zone 7 Water Agency for the 
next couple of years, increasing 
staffing to help implement solu-
tions for the water distribution 
system and restoring the water 
enterprise fund.

Beaudin also said that the rate 
increases, along with the city’s 
water supply alternatives study 
which the council discussed 
Tuesday night as well, are both 
part of a more comprehensive 
effort to reboot the city’s water 
program.

However, many of the residents 
who spoke during Tuesday’s 
meeting continued to say that the 
city has not done enough due dil-
igence in informing residents on 
the specifics of the rate increases.

“Many of the messages you’ve 
heard here tonight, if you’ve been 
truly listening to people, should 
indicate to you that you haven’t 

been clear enough,” Pleasanton 
resident Dean Wallace told the 
council. “It isn’t a matter of you 
repeating yourselves. It’s a mat-
ter of actually making yourselves 
clearer than you have been up 
to this point, engaging with the 
community the right way, being 
fully transparent, with straight-
forward and clear language.”

Even though the city only 

received 202 validated written 
protests against the increases as 
of Tuesday night — in order to 
table the recommended rate in-
creases the city would have had 
to receive 11,243 protests, or a 
majority of property owners in 
the city — the council agreed 
with delaying the decision so that 
staff could appropriately respond 
to resident concerns. 

WATER RATES
Continued from Page 5

have activities for all ages from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m.

On Oct. 7, the plaza will host 
the 11th annual Taste of Africa 
Festival, in partnership with the 
Cheza Nami Foundation. Founded 
in 2011, the Pleasanton-based 
nonprofit aims to promote cul-
tural diversity and awareness in 
the Tri-Valley.

Local artists will show off dance, 
music, art and food from African 
cultures — plus an African mar-
ketplace will offer handmade 
crafts and trinkets from regional 
vendors.

The Filipino Barrio Fiesta on 
Oct. 8 celebrates Filipinx American 
customs through art, food, music 
and dance. The one-day event is 
timed to coincide with Filipinx 
History Month that runs through-
out October.

The acknowledgement was in-
stituted in 2009 when a national 
law was passed declaring October 
as National Filipino American 
History Month.

New for LVA this year is the 
Pride Fest Livermore happening 
Oct. 21.

“Livermore Pride is the sponsor 
for this event; they are an amazing 
homegrown hometown group of 
local residents dedicated to build-
ing LGBTQ+ community, equity 
and inclusion in Livermore and 
the Tri-Valley,” LVA officials said. 
“We strive to have all LGBTQ+ 
people feel seen and heard as val-
ued members of our community. 
Love is love in Livermore.”

LVA will close out the fall cultural 
celebrations with the Diwali Festival 
of Lights taking place Nov. 5.

Diwali is an ancient Hindu festi-
val marking the start of the Hindu 
New Year; it is celebrated near 
autumn in South Asian countries 

such as India or Nepal. It typi-
cally marks the last harvest of the 
year before the start of the winter 
season.

“Spiritually wise, (Diwali) signi-
fies the victory of light over dark-
ness, good over evil, knowledge 
over ignorance, and hope over de-
spair,” according to LVA.

LVA invites the public to take 
part in the downtown Livermore 
celebrations, sponsored by Las 
Positas College.

“The public is invited to share in 
these free events and activities, all 
are welcome, to not only celebrate 
these beautiful and varied cultures 
from around the globe and from 
our own community but also to 
learn and grow from our shared 
history as Americans and, more 
greatly, as human beings,” they 
added.

To find out more about the LVA 
cultural celebrations series, visit 
livermorearts.org. 

COMMUNITY
Continued from Page 5

BY JEREMY WALSH

S
an Ramon Regional Medical 
Center has a new interim 
CEO for the second time in 

less than a year, all while federal 
regulators continue to review the 
proposal for John Muir Health 
to fully acquire the local hospital 
from its current majority owner.

Chief financial officer Beenu 
Chadha was promoted to interim 

CEO earlier this summer, although 
no formal announcement was 
made publicly spotlighting the 
leadership change. The news 
was confirmed to the Pleasanton 
Weekly this week by Krista 
Deans, spokesperson for Tenet 
Healthcare’s Northern California 
Group, which owns a majority in-
terest in the San Ramon hospital.

Chadha took the reins in June 

upon the retirement of Warren 
Kirk, Tenet NorCal’s CEO who 
took on the role of interim CEO 
at San Ramon Regional when for-
mer CEO Ann Lucena resigned 
last October — another executive 
transition that was not publicized 
at the time.

“We typically don’t distribute 
press releases for interim roles,” 
Deans told the Weekly on Monday.

Lucena, who was hired in April 
2018 and led the hospital through 
the COVID-19 pandemic, stepped 
down as CEO last fall in order to 
spend more time with her family, 
according to Deans.

The latest CEO change 
comes while the Federal Trade 
Commission continues its review 
of the proposal from John Muir 
Health, which owns 49% interest 

in San Ramon Regional, to acquire 
the remaining 51% from Tenet for 
$142.5 million and become sole 
owner.

The deal, which requires regula-
tory approval, was first announced 
this January. “We expect a decision 
in the next six to eight weeks,” 
John Muir Health spokesperson 
Ben Drew told the Weekly on 
Tuesday. 

Hospital quietly changes CEO for second time
Acquisition decision looms in the fall for San Ramon Regional

NEWSFRONT

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Stephen Lawrence Pinto 
December 7, 1952 – September 14, 2023

Steve Pinto was born as the 

second of six children to his 

parents Larry and Ruth on 

December 7, 1952. He grew up 

in Oakland and graduated from 

Skyline High School in 1971. 

As the son of a 35-year veteran 

of the Oakland Fire Department, 

Steve joined the Livermore-

Pleasanton Fire Department 

(LPFD) in 1974. His younger 

brothers Mark and Chris would 

end up working as firefighters 

as well (Alameda County and 

Berkeley) to cement a Pinto 

family legacy committed to fire protection in the East Bay. On 

February 26, 1978, Steve would marry the love of his life (Stella), 

and would remain happily married for 45 years. They moved to 

Livermore and had two daughters (Stephanie and Kristina) who 

attended Livermore schools and would follow their mom’s lead by 

ultimately working as educators for LVJUSD. As a man of faith, 

Steve was generous with his time assisting on projects both big 

and small at the Resurrection Greek Orthodox Church in Castro 

Valley. In his spare time, Steve loved the outdoors and was an 

avid hunter who also enjoyed fishing, water skiing, and playing 

golf. Additionally, Steve was an accomplished bass guitarist who 

played in various bands and loved listening to music (often on 

full blast if he thought nobody was around). After retiring from 

a distinguished career at LPFD in 2007, Steve continued to re-

main active. He maintained the same part-time job repairing 

violins that he started at the age of 12, but his favorite past-time 

was going on trips and spending quality time with his family 

and friends. He especially loved being around his grandchildren. 

Steve was surrounded by family and friends at the moment of his 

untimely passing on September 14, 2023. He was loved deeply by 

all who knew him and is remembered for his friendly and gra-

cious nature, spirit of service, and sense of humor. Steve is sur-

vived by his wife Stella, daughters Stephanie (Tim) and Kristina 

(Nick), grandchildren Sophia (age 9) and Liam (age 2), along with 

3 sisters, 2 brothers, and 16 nieces and nephews. May his memory 

be eternal.
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Inmate accused of 
killing cellmate at 
Santa Rita Jail

 A homicide investigation is un-
derway after a 39-year-old inmate 
at Santa Rita Jail in Dublin died last 
week, authorities said.

 Yuri Brand, of El Cerrito, was 
found unresponsive in his cell about 
12:23 p.m. Sept. 13 during a routine 
check by deputies, according to the 
Alameda County Sheriff ’s Office. 
Life-saving measures were per-
formed by deputies and paramedics, 
but Brand died at the scene.

 A homicide complaint has been 
submitted against Brand’s cellmate, 
Bryson Levy, 33, of Oakland, the 
sheriff ’s office said in a news release. 

 The cause of death is unknown and 
will be determined by the Alameda 
County Coroner’s Bureau.

 Brand was being held at the 
jail after being arrested Sept. 8 by 
Piedmont police for trespassing and 
violating his post-release community 
supervision, the sheriff ’s office said. 

 Levy had been jailed by Oakland 
police on Sept. 12 for vandalism and 
violating conditions of his parole.

—Bay City News Service

In other news

 • A local teenager was taken into 
custody in San Ramon on Sept. 14, 
following a shooting on one of the 
city’s main roads that police respond-
ed to late the night before. 

 The arrest came amid an inves-
tigation that was spurred by the 
report of a shooting on Bollinger 
Canyon Road near Harcourt Way — 
north of Windemere Ranch Middle 
School and Diablo Valley College’s 
San Ramon campus — with officers 

responding shortly after 10 p.m. Sept. 
13, according to a press release from 
San Ramon police.

 Police determined that a shooting 
had occurred upon arriving at the 
scene, with multiple shots being fired 
by someone inside one vehicle at 
another vehicle carrying a driver and 
four passengers inside. No significant 
injuries were reported by the driver 
or passengers despite the vehicle 
being struck by several bullets, police 
said. 

 The ensuing overnight investiga-
tion led to covert surveillance tactics 
being employed by the department’s 
Investigations Division early the next 
morning to track a suspect’s vehicle, 
following review of evidence at the 
scene and from the city’s camera net-
work, according to police. 

 The suspect, a 17-year-old San 
Ramon resident whose name was 
not released, was arrested within the 
city limits on suspicion of attempted 
murder after 1 p.m. Sept. 14 and sub-
sequently booked into Contra Costa 
County Juvenile Hall, according to 
police. 

—Jeanita Lyman

POLICE BULLETIN
Longtime Pleasanton 

resident, and Amador 

Valley High School teacher, 

Frank Uhler passed away 

on Wednesday August 30th, 

2023. Surrounded by his lov-

ing family, Frank passed in 

the Pleasanton home where 

he raised his family since 

1967. He is survived by his 

wife Sharon Uhler, daughter 

Dana Pluck, son Kurt Uhler, 

grandchildren Trevor Pluck 

and Madeleine Pluck, his sis-

ters Barb Lenmark and Pam 

Redstone and Brother-in-

Law Jim Redstone.

Frank was born and raised in Bakersfield, 

California to Frank R. and Dorothy A. Uhler. 

He graduated from East Bakersfield High 

School where he excelled in academics, played 

clarinet in the marching band, and competed 

on the varsity swim team. After high school, 

Frank attended Bakersfield College, graduating 

in 1957. He spent the summer of 1956 as a vol-

unteer fire fighter in Tehachapi. He then went 

on to Fresno where he worked in his Uncle Jim 

Rosetta’s hardware store, Fresno Ag, while at-

tending Fresno State University. Graduating in 

1959, he received a degree in Industrial Arts, 

with the plan of teaching his passions. His first 

years of teaching were at Mt. Whitney High 

School in Visalia. The move to Visalia was for-

tuitous. Not only was the school the name of his 

favorite place to spend his free time — in the 

High Sierras — but Visalia was also where he 

met Sharon, his wife of 60 years.

His career path brought him to Hayward 

where he taught Shop at Sunset High School. 

His time serving honorably in the Air National 

Guard brought him to Fresno and back to 

Visalia where he continued his courtship of 

Sharon. They were married in August of 1963. In 

1967, unable to afford a home in Hayward they 

ultimately moved “way out” to Pleasanton, a 

town with only one stop light. Frank left Sunset 

High to teach in the Pleasanton Unified School 

District, initially at Dublin High School, open-

ing Foothill High School and finally retiring 

while at Amador Valley High 

School in 1997.

Although he was born 

in 1937 he always said he 

felt he grew up during the 

Depression and was known 

to repurpose and value every-

thing. The “original recycler” 

he would find second and 

third lives for most anything. 

He “reclaimed, repurposed, 

and recycled” long before 

the rest of the world became 

environmentally conscious. 

He had an unsuspecting eye 

for art, found beauty in ev-

eryday items, and rarely found a problem too 

impossible to solve. These traits were perfect 

for educating future wood shop, metal shop, 

auto shop, drafting, electronics, small engines, 

drivers’ education, math, and California history 

students. 

To say he had hobbies is an understatement. 

So much of life interested him. Frank was an 

avid backpacker who loved the high country of 

the Sierra Nevadas. He was proud to have grown 

up in Kern County with easy access to Sequoia 

National Park, Yosemite National Park, and the 

Eastern side of the Sierras. He fished the streams 

and rivers as he hiked. He was a private pilot 

and aviation enthusiast, bragging to his son he 

actually heard history (sonic booms) as a kid. 

He loved to learn about history and could not 

be dragged out of a museum or hardware store. 

He helped his son restore a classic Mustang. He 

invented “take your daughter to work day” and 

claimed to be the first to throw a frisbee and 

have the family dog catch it. And through it all, 

his love for photography documented it all.

While Frank has left many people mourning 

his passing, we are all celebrating his contribu-

tions to our lives. As a father he was ALWAYS a 

teacher. He wouldn’t answer a question straight 

away but show you how to find the answer. As 

a family man, his relatives enjoyed his taco tray 

invention, or napkin holders. As a teacher he 

would always teach you “the right way” to do 

it, to not cut corners, to be patient, to take your 

time. He had a gift for passing on knowledge 

and was humble about accepting the credit. 

When moving about town, he would often run 

into former students, and they would say, “I 

still have that dust-pan I made in metal shop.” 

Recently, a former student wrote him, stating:

“Mr. Uhler, I have no words sufficient to thank 

you for your contributions to my life. I am tell-

ing you your contributions are carried forward to 

persons, companies, government agencies, and 

are in fact on Mars, the Moon, and in deep space. 

No one ever knows what the effects of our teach-

ings are. I want to make sure you understand 

what you have done for me, and I suspect hun-

dreds of others. … I have considered it a privilege 

to have known you Mr. Uhler.”

A memorial inviting all who knew him 

and would like to share memories of Frank’s 

life will be held on October 14th at 1:00 pm 

at Valley Community Church located at  

4455 Del Valle Parkway in Pleasanton.
P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Frank Laurence Uhler
June 29, 1937 – August 30, 2023

Photo taken by Frank L. Uhler, Mt. Whitney Trail

COMMUNITY PULSE

LOCALLY OWNED 

AND OPERATED SINCE 1891

for a free consultation 

or in-home visit call

Burial & Cremation

Celebration of Life 

Services

Reception Facilities

925.846.5624

to view our facilities visit:

www.grahamhitch.com

FD#429
4167 First Street, 

Pleasanton

Deanna Moser

FD #429

Advance Planning 

Made Easy

The Pleasanton Police Department made 
the following information available.

Sept. 12
Theft

 8:33 a.m., 3400 block of Cornerstone 
Court; theft from structure 

 8:05 p.m., 4500 block of Rosewood 
Drive; shoplifting

Fraud

 9:53 a.m. on the 4100 block of Cid Way

Vandalism

 11:16 a.m. on the 4800 block of 
Bernal Avenue

Assault/battery

 7:27 p.m. on the 5700 block of 
Owens Drive

Sept. 11
Theft

 8:11 a.m., 4400 block of Hacienda 
Drive; auto theft

 10:13 a.m, 1200 block of Vintner 
Way; auto theft

 9:20 p.m. on the 7000 block of Valley 
Trails Drive

Warrant arrest

 3:06 p.m. on the 3100 block of Santa 
Rita Road

Assault/battery

 3:36 p.m. on the 4400 block of 
Willow Road

Sept. 10
Domestic battery

 12:22 a.m. on Railroad Avenue

Warrant arrest

 11:26 a.m. on the 4100 block of 
Vineyard Avenue 

 1:01 p.m. on the 1300 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

Missing person

 12:22 p.m. at Paseo Navarro and 
Hopyard Road

Theft from structure

 1:01 p.m. on the 1300 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

Sept. 9
DUI

 4:13 a.m. at Main and West Neal streets 

Auto theft

 2:12 p.m. on the 2700 block of 
Stoneridge Drive

Drug violation

 4:47 p.m. on the 5600 block of 
Stoneridge Drive

Assault/battery

 7:47 p.m. on the 5600 block of West 
Las Positas Boulevard 

POLICE REPORT
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Opinion

F
orty-one years ago I gradu-
ated from Sunol Glen School 
having attended kindergar-

ten through eighth grade. I felt 
proud of my education and loved 
the town.

My teachers 
were outstand-
ing and we were 
deeply involved 
in the commu-
nity. My dad 
organized and 
designed the 
school’s play-
ground and handball court that 
stood well past our time in Sunol. 
My mom volunteered in every 
classroom during my nine years.

We have all contributed to the 
district in times of need. And, my 
family trust has a large financial 
donation to the school upon my 
death. No longer.

After graduating from Sunol 
Glen in 1982 and then moving on 
to Foothill High, I saw how insu-
lar the thinking was in our small 
town. I have come to realize the 
amount of racism and homopho-
bic behaviors that were endemic 

in the community.
At that time in the late ‘70s and 

early ‘80s, this behavior was more 
accepted. Not right, just accepted. 
There were no Black kids, no Asian 
kids and definitely no gay kids 
(that we knew about). Our diver-
sity came from the two outsiders 
who drove in from Pleasanton and 
the one Hispanic kid living on the 
outskirts of town.

I can only imagine that any kid 
not identifying as a heterosexu-
al during those years would have 
been beaten up on the playground. 
While we have made some progress 
since then, we still have a long way 
to go.

As I watch the debate rage on 
about whether a Pride flag should 
be flown below Old Glory and our 
state flag, I am disappointed with 
the stance the Sunol Glen School 
Board took. They missed an op-
portunity to raise awareness on a 
topic that needs to be more openly 
discussed. I am not suggesting that 
any flag be flown, but we should 
look at ways to represent those who 
need more representation.

The principal put the flag on the 

fence, but someone tore it down. 
That is the crime and where our 
anger should be targeted. She then 
explored a way to safely display this 
symbol until people complained. I 
fully understand that by allowing 
any symbol to be flown on the flag-
pole, we run the risk of someone 
wanting to raise something hateful 
or inappropriate. It is a slippery 
slope. But, couldn’t there be an-
other solution?

I have two high school boys and 
hear about how kids are explor-
ing their sexuality. It wasn’t the 
case when I was in school and, to 
be honest, sometimes it confounds 
me. But then, sometimes older 
generations going, “Hmm, that is 
different” is progress. Remember 
when Black people couldn’t ride in 
the front of the bus?

We need to be more inclusive. It 
doesn’t mean that we have to like or 
agree with them, but at least accept 
their views.

I am Agnostic but still believe 
Christians, Jews and Muslims 
should be able to pray. I am not 
gay but still believe they should be 
able to marry, raise kids and open-
ly display their affection without 

retribution. It used to make me 
feel uncomfortable but that wasn’t 
their problem, it was my igno-
rance. As a favorite quote of mine 
says, “Growth and comfort do not 
coexist.”

They should also be welcomed 
into society just as I am every day 
as a white, middle-aged hetero-
sexual male. Just because we raise 
a flag for a few weeks to give them 
a voice doesn’t mean they are shov-
ing their views down our throats. 
It just means we are showing they 
are part of this society when for so 
many years we have shunned their 
lifestyle.

Come on Sunol, you can do bet-
ter. Until then, I will remove the 
Sunol Glen School District from 
my will. And while my contribution 
may not change things, if others do 
the same, it just may. If you don’t 
believe me, ask the Boy Scouts. 

Editor’s note: Bryan Gillette spent 
his entire childhood in Sunol and 

graduated from Sunol Glen School in 
1982 before going to Foothill High 
School. He has lived in Pleasanton 

since 1995 and is actively involved in 
the community where he and his wife 

are raising their two teenage boys.

GUEST OPINION
BY BRYAN GILLETTE

Come on Sunol, you can do better

Pleasanton
Weekly

PUBLISHER
Gina Channell Wilcox, Ext. 1171,  
gchannell@PleasantonWeekly.com

EDITORIAL
Editorial Director
Jeremy Walsh, Ext. 1172, 
jwalsh@PleasantonWeekly.com

Editor
Cierra Bailey, (650) 223-6528 
cbailey@LivermoreVine.com

Editor Emeritus
Jeb Bing

Staff Reporters
Nicole Gonzales, Ext. 1175, 
ngonzales@PleasantonWeekly.com

Jeanita Lyman, Ext. 1179, 
jlyman@PleasantonWeekly.com

Christian Trujano, Ext. 1176, 
ctrujano@PleasantonWeekly.com

Contributors
Chuck Deckert, Tim Hunt,  
Nancy Lewis, Dennis Miller,  
Jude Strzemp

ART & PRODUCTION
Design and Production Manager
Kristin Brown

Designers
Linda Atilano, Paul Llewellyn,  
Mary Watanabe, Doug Young

ADVERTISING
Account Executive
Karen Klein, Ext. 1177, 
kklein@PleasantonWeekly.com

Real Estate Sales
Carol Cano, Ext. 1173, 
ccano@PleasantonWeekly.com

BUSINESS
Business Associate
Lisa Oefelein, Ext. 1178

Administrative Associate
Carolyn Chan, Ext. 1174,  
cchan@PleasantonWeekly.com

HOW TO REACH THE WEEKLY
Phone: (925) 600-0840
Fax: (925) 600-9559
Editorial email:  
editor@PleasantonWeekly.com 
calendar@PleasantonWeekly.com
Display Sales email:  
sales@PleasantonWeekly.com
Classifieds Sales email:  
ads@PleasantonWeekly.com
Circulation email: circulation@
PleasantonWeekly.com

The Pleasanton Weekly is published  

every Friday by Embarcadero Media,  

5506 Sunol Blvd., Suite 203, Pleasanton, CA 

94566; (925) 600-0840.

Mailed at Periodicals Postage Rate, USPS 

020407.

The Pleasanton Weekly is mailed upon request 

to homes and apartments in Pleasanton. 

However, in order to continue delivering you 

the news you depend on, we encourage you 

to become a paid subscribing member. Go to 

www.PleasantonWeekly.com/subscribe to start 

supporting the Pleasanton Weekly today.  

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 

Pleasanton Weekly, 5506 Sunol Blvd., Suite 203, 

Pleasanton, CA 94566.

© 2023 by Embarcadero Media. 

All rights reserved. Reproduction without 

permission is strictly prohibited.

To explore more about Pleasanton, 
visit us at www.cityofpleasantonca.gov

HIGHLIGHTS
Committee on Energy and the Environment
Wednesday, September 27, 2023, at 5:30 p.m.
The meeting will be held at the Remillard Conference 
Room Operations Service Center– 3333 Busch Road
•  Overview of Stopwaste Model Food Service Ware 

Ordinance

TAKE US ALONG

With cousins in London: Pleasanton’s Debbie Faria (left) and her cousins 
Eileen and Kathleen met up with cousins from Ireland to celebrate their uncle’s 
90th birthday. The trip included a day of sightseeing in London with the 
Weekly.

To submit your “Take Us Along” entry, email your photograph to editor@
pleasantonweekly.com. Be sure to identify who is in the photo (names listed 
from left to right), the location, the date and any relevant details about where 
you took your Weekly.

The Pleasanton Weekly encourages comments on our coverage or issues 
of local interest.

Submit letters to the editor of up to 250 words and guest opinion 
pieces up to 550 words with a short bio to editor@PleasantonWeekly.com. 
Include your name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach 
you. We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable 
content, libel and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will gen-
erally not be accepted.

Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting 
of permission to the Pleasanton Weekly and Embarcadero Media to also 
publish it online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town 
Square.

For more information contact Editor Jeremy Walsh at (925) 600-0840.

YOUR TURN



Page 12 • September 22, 2023 • Pleasanton Weekly

BY NICOLE GONZALES

A
round noon everyday, 
dozens of seniors meet 
in the Pleasanton Senior 

Center dining hall to see what new 
greetings will find them. The daily 
lunch service offers much more 
than just food; it’s a chance for 
friends, family and newcomers to 
mingle and offer support to one 
another.

Local residents have been gath-
ering at the center — and finding 
community and purpose inside its 
walls — for three decades now.

Having opened its doors in 1993, 
the city-operated Senior Center on 
Sunol Boulevard reached its mile-
stone 30th anniversary this month. 
Over the years the center has been 
established as a Tri-Valley institu-
tion, offering vital resources to its 
visitors.

“The Pleasanton Senior Center 
has been a dedicated space for 

seniors to discover, connect and 
thrive,” said Zack Silva, city recre-
ation supervisor. “For 30 years now, 
seniors have visited from all over 
the Tri-Valley to experience our 
stable opportunities for recreation, 
resources and socializing.”

“The center offers informational 
presentations, fitness programs and 
socially driven drop-in programs 
— these offerings serve as the back-
bone of the Senior Center commu-
nity and help achieve the center’s 
mission,” Silva added.

Year-round, the staff and volun-
teers work to organize trips, out-
ings and classes for local visitors. 
The center offers dozens of exer-
cise classes, from zumba to yoga 
to core training. Most of these 
activities are provided for free or at 
a low cost.

The center is made up of a library, 
large dining hall, gift shop and vari-
ous recreation rooms.

In one room visitors can play an 
intense game of ping pong, while 
in the room next door a group of 
women may be leading a crocheting 
class, and tucked away to the side is 
a one-room woodshop where guests 
can come in to create handmade 
trinkets.

Ken Morgan, a woodcarver, over-
sees the woodshop’s drop-in hours. 
Morgan spends most of his free 
time in the shop, along with fellow 
shop supervisors Cindy Pitner and 
Frank Hartley.

“The old rule was that folks 
couldn’t come in here unless they 
were 55 and older. Then the center 
opened up to younger and middle-
aged adults,” Morgan said. Although 
primarily in the woodshop, Morgan 
has enjoyed using the center’s other 
resources like the exercise classes.

Hartley, who comes from an 
engineering background, builds 
woodworking items like a fully 

Setting age-record for Tahoe swim Page 14
Latest on local real estate market Page 16
County seeks input from older adults Page 18

How the Tri-Valley How the Tri-Valley 
institution keeps institution keeps 

visitors feeling active visitors feeling active 
and connectedand connected

Pleasanton Senior Center Pleasanton Senior Center 
celebrating big anniversarycelebrating big anniversary

At top: The Pleasanton Senior Center, which opened in 1993, celebrates its 
30th anniversary this month. Over the years, the center has proved to be a vital 
institution for local seniors, offering resources, support and activities. (Photo 
courtesy City of Pleasanton). Above: An archival image of the Pleasanton 
Senior Center during its construction. (Photo courtesy City of Pleasanton)
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functional wooden pinball machine 
with complete electrical wiring and 
a timer.

“We work on projects like this. It’s 
interesting to see all the new tools 
and creations people come up with,” 
Hartley said. “Before COVID-19, 
more people came in here and then 
it started to slow down. But now 
slowly it’s starting to pick back up.”

Silva shared that the center has 
recently introduced a new list of 
activities to be offered at the center.

“The city plans to continue its 
role as a popular Tri-Valley destina-
tion for seniors by offering innova-
tive programs,” he said. “Recently 
we have introduced new programs 
such as calligraphy, ikebana flower 
arranging and pickleball workshops. 

We strive to offer something of in-
terest for all seniors in Pleasanton.”

In celebration of the milestone an-
niversary, the center has organized 
a series of events throughout the 
month. This upcoming Thursday 
(Sept. 28) the center plans to host its 
anniversary social at 2 p.m.

Music, games and crafts will be 
available for free at the celebration. 

Visitors can also look over a selec-
tion of resources related to transpor-
tation, health care and recreation.

“We understand the importance 
of the Senior Center to the commu-
nity. Its attendance is consistently 
high; over 7,500 visits or deliveries 
are managed each month through 
the Senior Center,” Silva said. “We 
have dedicated staff, volunteers and 

participants who bring the center 
to life.”

The Pleasanton Senior Center is 
located at 5353 Sunol Blvd., less than 
a mile from downtown Pleasanton. 
Regular operating hours are 8:30 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Mondays through 
Fridays. To learn more, visit cityof 
pleasantonca.gov or call 925-931-
5365. 

NICOLE GONZALES

The Pleasanton Senior Center features a library, dining hall, various 
recreational rooms and The Peddler Shop gift and trinket store.

NICOLE GONZALES

Ken Morgan, woodcarver, sits in the Senior Center woodshop with a selection of his creations. Morgan runs the shop 
during its drop-in hours, welcoming any new or familiar visitors.

When your loved one is faced with a life-limiting illness, you 
want a care team that treats them with compassion, dignity, 

and respect. Hope Hospice has been that trusted resource for 
families in the East Bay Area since 1980. 

HOPE
HOSPICE AND HEALTH SERVICES
Compassion and quality when it matters most.

(925) 829-8770    HopeHospice.com.

 Hospice care
 Palliative care
 Dementia education

 Caregiver resources
 Grief support
 Volunteering

Programs & Services
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BY JEANITA LYMAN

W
hile Pleasanton’s Stoneridge Creek 
senior living community offers its 
residents a range of fitness oppor-

tunities, its facilities might not be the first that 
come to mind as the daily training grounds for 
record-setting open water swimmers.

But that is what they have been for Susie 
Krause over the past several years and three 
competitions in the Lake Tahoe Sharkfest.

Organizers of the annual 1-mile open water 
swim near the northeastern shores of Lake 
Tahoe emphasize that the endeavor is for expe-
rienced swimmers only, specifically those who 
are able to swim a mile in a pool in 40 minutes 
or less — something that has come easily to 
81-year-old Krause as the result of her daily fit-
ness routine at Stoneridge Creek.

“I started doing it three times a week in our 
pool here, and I would swim a mile each time,” 
said Krause, who set the record on Aug. 13 by 
becoming the oldest woman to ever complete 
the Sharkfest, with a time of 43 minutes, 13 
seconds.

Her son, who lives and works near Lake 
Tahoe, was the one who initially encouraged 
her to put her swimming skills on display at the 
open water swim six years ago.

“He came up with this idea of doing the 
Sharkfest, and that’s how that came about,” 
Krause said. “And here I was 75 years old at 
the time.”

That was 62 years after Krause’s first and only 
open water swimming competition when she 
was 13 — which she won, despite approaching 
it as a casual experiment. However, growing up 
in the pre-Title IX era during which there was 
no women’s swimming team for her to compete 
on as a teen led her to put her skills to use in 
synchronized swimming.

“It’s more of an artform, but it’s difficult,” 
Krause said. “There’s a lot of sculling and going 
underwater and slips and turns and so forth. I 
really enjoyed synchronized swimming, so that 
was more my expertise.”

But timed, competitive swimming is in 
Krause’s blood.

“My father had been a very good swimmer 
on the Yale team back in the 1920s,” Krause 
said. “He was on the intercollegiate champion 
team in 1923, and he was very good at doing 
the breastroke.”

Decades later, Krause learned to swim with 
her father via his strong breaststroke abilities.

“I would swim on his back, and he would do 
the breaststroke and then I would let go and he’d 
just kind of let me paddle along,” Krause said.

Krause’s own children, including her son, 
were also drawn to the water.

“Our son and daughter were both on the 
swim team, and they were both competitive 
swimmers when they were young, and then our 
daughter did some swimming in high school,” 
Krause said.

Both of her children are also Sharkfest com-
petitors, with her grandson joining their ranks 
for the most recent event.

“My son took second; before he had taken 
first in both of them,” Krause said. “Our grand-
son last-minute kind of signed up, and he’d 
been on a swim team for about two summers. 

We got a first, a second, and a third place in this 
last Sharkfest. It’s been a family affair.”

While it had been five years since Krause last 
competed in the event for her second time at 76 
years old, she said that she felt physically up to 

Pleasanton woman sets age-record for Tahoe swim
Susie Krause, 81, completes 1-mile Sharkfest for third time

COURTESY SUSIE KRAUSE

Susie Krause poses with her family, including her son and grandson who also earned medals in the 
most recent Lake Tahoe Sharkfest. It was her son who first discovered Sharkfest and encouraged 
Krause to compete amid her regular lap swimming at Stoneridge Creek.

See SWIMMER on Page 19

CWAP@acgov.org 510-268-CWAP

Every four years the County 
of Alameda Area Agency on 
Aging collects data from older 
county residents, which we use 
to determine current and future 
needs of seniors. 

If you are 55+, your 
participation is needed!  
Scan the QR code below,  
or log onto https://t.ly/ROkq

COUNTY
WIDE AREA 
PLAN SURVEY
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NEW HOMES 
FOR SALE 

2 & 3 bedroom homes

*Friendships flourish at the Clubhouse Community Center over a cup of coffee. 
Enjoy food at the Potlucks, the thrill of winning at Bingo, Bunco, Bocce, Billiards and 
so much more. A tastefully decorated and well-stocked library is available for those 
desiring a quiet moment.

*For those seeking exercise try the swimming pool or the tree lined walking paths 
throughout the Park.

*Access to Shadow Cliff Park is just outside the back gate.

*Downtown Pleasanton is a short drive/ride away from the quaint shops and a 
variety of dining options.

Come enjoy a “resort style’ community for those 55+. With so many 

amenities and activities there is truly something for everyone.

RIVIERA HOMES
Jan Morrison 
925 750-7809
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BY DAVID STARK

W
hile buyers are faced 
with fewer choices and 
higher interest rates, 

they still want to call Pleasanton 
home.

“Most homebuyers still want to be 
homebuyers, and the mindset now 
is they are going to bite the bullet 
and make that payment,” said Steve 
Medeiros, 2023 president of the Bay 
East Association of Realtors.

Medeiros was referring to the im-
pact that higher mortgage interest 
rates and the lack of homes for sale 
are having on sales prices and buyer 
behavior.

Prices in Pleasanton peaked at 
more than $2 million during March 
2022. During that same period, in-
terest rates were beginning to in-
crease from the mid-3% range to 
the high-4% range.

Over the following months, prices 
dropped as mortgage rates contin-
ued to climb. By January 2023, the 
median sales price was approxi-
mately $1.4 million while mortgage 
rates were in the mid-6% range.

The current interest rate for a 30-
year fixed-rate mortgage is hovering 
in the 7% range. Rates were in the 
5% range a year ago. Strong de-
mand reversed the declining price 
trend. During August, the median 
sales price for a single-family de-
tached home was approximately 
$1.8 million.

Mederios said higher mortgage 
interest rates kept buyers out of 
the market, “until they came to the 
conclusion that rates aren’t going 
to go down anytime soon and they 
understand they have a new reality.”

The buyers currently in the mar-
ket are pushing prices up again. 
“There’s still a lot of competition be-
cause there is less inventory. There 
are just more buyers than sellers,” 
Medeiros said.

The seller’s reaction to rising in-
terest rates has resulted in fewer 
homes on the market. Sellers liter-
ally stayed home during the first 
two years of the COVID-19 crisis, 
which resulted in months of ex-
tremely restricted supply. Market 
conditions changed during 2022 

as the world reopened and home-
owners in Pleasanton began taking 
advantage of low interest rates and 
rising prices. By July 2022, with 
interest rates in the mid-5% range, 
there were 86 single family detached 
homes listed for sale in Pleasanton 
— which was more than double the 
number of homes for sale during 
July 2021.

As rates increased, sellers real-
ized moving could mean signifi-
cantly higher mortgage payments. 
They opted to stay home and enjoy 
their existing monthly payment. As 
a result, there were only 32 homes 
listed for sale in Pleasanton during 
August 2023.

Those who do have their home on 
the market have had to be realistic. 
“It’s not like it was a year ago; sellers 
now have to be mindful that there 
may be buyers priced out of the 
market,” Medeiros said.

He added that the limited supply 
of homes for sale does not negate 
the need for sellers to do some prep 
work. “You can’t just throw an as-is 
on the market now,” Medeiros said. 

“Some people do but they’re not 
going to get the price point they 
want. If you want to get that price 
point, you’re going to have to put a 
good product out there.”

Circling back to homebuyers, 
Medeiros referenced the basic con-
cept of supply and demand. Even as 
rising rates make it challenging for 
some buyers to act on their demand 
for homeownership in Pleasanton, 
complicated by a limited supply, 
they are still making it happen.

Buyers continue to be drawn to 
Pleasanton and are willing to make 
larger mortgage payments because 
it is still an attractive community. 
“Pleasanton will always be a mar-
quee market because it is consid-
ered to be the perfect small town,” 
Medeiros said. “There will always 
be high demand for Pleasanton.” 

Editor’s note: David Stark is chief 
public affairs and communications 

officer for the Bay East Association of 
Realtors, based in Pleasanton.

Real estate in Pleasanton:  
‘There’s still a lot of competition’

Some buyers not scared of rising rates, accepting ‘new reality’ of local market

BAY EAST

David Stark reflects on the current state of the Pleasanton real estate market in 
his latest column for the Weekly. 
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What Buyers Look For

Selling “As Is” vs. Fixed Up

Costs Associated with Selling

How to Use Proposition 19

The Pulse of Our Housing Market

Thursday, October 5th, 5pm-7pm
Saturday, October 21st, 10am-12pm
Saturday, November 4th, 10am-12pm

KATIE MOE

SCAN TO REGISTER
Meal will be provided. Seating is limited.

UPCOMING SESSIONS

@connectcahomes

katie@connectcahomes.com

Questions? Contact us!

FREE HOME SELLER’S SEMINAR
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County agency seeking input from older adults
Needs assessment to help direct staff on what services are most vital

BY CHRISTIAN TRUJANO

T
he Alameda County 
Area Agency on Aging is 
continuing to ask older 

adults to respond to its 2024-28 
Countywide Area Plan for Older 
Adults survey so that the agency 
can determine their needs and 
identify issues that matter specifi-
cally to senior communities.

“It’s really important that older 
adults respond so that the county, 
and government in general, can 
have a contemporary understand-
ing of what the concerns and needs 
are for older adults,” Alameda 
County Supervisor Nate Miley told 
the Weekly.

“People are living longer,” Miley 
added. “So it’s important that the 
government understands what the 
needs are of older adults so we can 
begin to provide services that are 
meeting those needs ... we want to 
make sure that they age successfully 
and age gracefully.”

The Area Agency on Aging, also 
known as the AAA, is a county 
department that uses federal money 
from the Older Americans Act fed-
eral initiative to fund programs such 
as the Meals on Wheels program, 

which delivers food to senior citi-
zens. It is also one of the major 
funding sources for senior centers 
across the county and helps fund 
other services such as transporta-
tion, case management and family 
caregiver support.

But the agency doesn’t just offer 
these different services at random.

Every four years, AAA sends out 
a needs assessment survey to its 
older communities so that it can 
collect the data and incorporate it 
into its Countywide Area Plan for 
Older Adults. This year, there has 
been a bigger emphasis on collect-
ing that data due to the fact that the 
last update to the plan happened 
before the pandemic.

“We’re really looking at the lens of 
lessons learned,” Jennifer Stephens-
Pierre, director for the AAA, told 
the Weekly. “We want to take what 
we have found out in COVID ... and 
we want to make sure that we are 
addressing those issues in this plan.”

Stephens-Pierre, who has led the 
agency for the last four years, said 
that as someone who champions 
elder justice and older adult ser-
vices, it is important for her to hear 
directly from older adults about 

their current needs given how much 
has changed in regard to how the 
county provides and offers services 
thanks to the pandemic.

She also said it’s important to 
know what services need to get 
updated or reimagined because the 
fact is that older adults were the 
most impacted population from 
COVID.

“We need our older adults to tell 
us if we’re on target, or to help us 
identify issues that we may not be 
aware of,” Stephens-Pierre said.

She said that the countywide 
plan, which is a living document 
that gets used by different depart-
ments throughout the county, will 
be looking to mainly address food 
insecurity, disaster preparedness 
and social isolation, which has been 
a huge issue for older adults prior to 
and after the pandemic.

However, one of the biggest chal-
lenges that she said the agency will 
also have to address is the digital 
divide that has come out of the 
pandemic.

Older residents have consider-
ably felt the impact from the sud-
den shift to online and virtual 
services, according to a journal 

published in the National Center for 
Biotechnology Information titled 
“Overcoming the Digital Divide 
in the Post—COVID-19 “Reset”: 
Enhancing Group Virtual Visits 
with Community Health Workers”.

According to the journal, “less 
than one-third of Medicare ben-
eficiaries aged over 65 years have 
reported digital access at home, and 
those aged over 75 years and with 
less than high school-level educa-
tion are less likely to use technology 
for health care needs.”

Stephens-Pierre said that while 
her agency has done things like pro-
viding older adults with iPads and 
helping them install Google speak-
ers, there is still a huge educational 
divide in that a lot of seniors don’t 
have access to Wi-Fi and don’t know 
how to navigate the online world.

“As a result of the pandemic, a lot 
of things have switched over to on-
line,” Miley said. “If older adults don’t 
have a sense of technology, have the 
devices to get connected and under-
stand this, then they’re going to be at 
a place where their needs aren’t being 
responded to digitally and it’s going 
to make them even more vulnerable 
as a population.”

So Miley and Stephens-Pierre re-
ally stress how important it is for 
older adults to respond to the county 
survey, which will also incorporate 
data collected from July to August 
from the California Department of 
Aging’s first ever statewide needs 
assessment for adults 55 years and 
older.

“There’s a plethora of concerns 
out there and the issues of older 
adults can be minimized if they 
aren’t speaking out and speaking 
up,” Miley said. As someone who’s 
a champion of older adults, I re-
ally feel it’s important that we value 
and recognize the contribution that 
older adults have provided to our 
society, to our communities, to our 
families, and others and we can’t 
do that if we don’t understand their 
needs and concerns.”

“We need to hear from you,” 
Stephens-Pierre said. “don’t let us 
guess what’s best for you ... this is 
the chance for older adults to be at 
the table to tell us what their needs 
are.”

The county’s survey has been ex-
tended until Oct. 31 and can be 
accessed at www.surveymonkey.
com/r/ACCWAP24-28. 
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Tickets  $20–$105$20–$105

Opening Night Dinner, Oct. 7, 2023 at 4 pm Opening Night Dinner, Oct. 7, 2023 at 4 pm $125 
Uncle Yu’s at the VineyardUncle Yu’s at the Vineyard

Saturday, Oct. 7, 2023 at 7:30 pmSaturday, Oct. 7, 2023 at 7:30 pm

Sunday, Oct. 8, 2023 at 2:00 pmSunday, Oct. 8, 2023 at 2:00 pm

Saturday, Oct. 14, 2023 at 7:30 pmSaturday, Oct. 14, 2023 at 7:30 pm

Sunday, Oct. 15, 2023 at 2:00 pmSunday, Oct. 15, 2023 at 2:00 pm

Based on the novella by John Steinbeck
In partnership with

OperaLIVERMORE
VALLEY

Lennie Small George Milton Curley’s Wife Curley

the challenge for the most part, with one excep-
tion being the elevation at Lake Tahoe and its 
impact on breathing.

“Strength wise, I felt physically really strong, 
really in good shape, but the thing that’s difficult 
is here I’m in a much lower altitude, and up in 
Tahoe I go up to 6,000 feet to do the swim,” 
Krause said. “I had to breathe every stroke in-
stead of every three or four strokes.”

Krause said that the most recent Sharkfest 
would likely be her last, given the difficulty 
she faced with the altitude change compared 
to past years. However, she continues to chal-
lenge herself at the pool in Stoneridge Creek, 
as well as taking advantage of the other fitness 
facilities and a wide range of classes on a daily 
basis.

This has included an “Oceans 7” challenge — 
meant to replicate 150-mile distance and time 
spent swimming the seven open channels that 
are the peak of many open water swimmers’ 
careers — within the Stoneridge pool, which 
Krause was eight miles from finishing upon 
speaking with the Weekly on Sept. 6.

“That’s kind of been motivating me, and kind 
of keeping me challenged and so forth, and 
that’s another thing that I did to keep me in the 
pool and swimming the laps,” Krause said. “I’m 
probably doing as much physically as I used to, 
except I’m doing classes which I never used to 
do. Before, I was cycling and kayaking and ski-
ing and running, and I played a lot of tennis, did 
that kind of thing, and I never really went to a 
gym until I came in here.”

With her daily presence at the Stoneridge 
fitness facilities, Krause said she aims to inspire 
her neighbors at Stoneridge, and that she is 
hoping to pass the Sharkfest torch on to her 
granddaughter.

“I’ve got a granddaughter who’s also been 
doing some swimming, and maybe I can hand 
it over,” Krause said. “I try to encourage people 
here because a lot of people are very supportive 
of me and they’ve been saying that I’ve been 
an inspiration to them. So I’m just trying to 
encourage people to keep exercising and keep 
going.” 

SWIMMER
Continued from Page 14

COURTESY SUSIE KRAUSE

While Krause’s husband hasn’t competed in 
Sharkfest, the couple do enjoy many outdoor 
activities together.

Glen Riggs  
Seniors Real Estate 
Specialist®

(925) 216-8151
glen@elationre.com
LIC #02161397

PLEASANTON  127 Spring St. #230   |   DANVILLE  380 Diablo Rd. #201   |   ElationRE.com

· EXPERTISE AND LOCAL REAL ESTATE MARKET 
KNOWLEDGE, ensuring that you get what matters most 
to you!

· COMPASSIONATE GUIDANCE, offering a supportive and 
patient hand every step of the way.

· DOWNSIZING MADE EASY by providing the right partners 
to assist you in decluttering, staging, and selling your 
current home, so you can focus on the next adventure.

· TRUSTWORTHY PARTNER with a reputation for integrity 
and honesty.

· CALL ME for any questions that you might have – if I don’t 
have the answer, I will find someone who does!

If you are downsizing, rightsizing, or seeking the perfect forever home,  
Glen Riggs SRES® is here to make your transition seamless and stress-free.
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T
he Foothill High girls’ vol-
leyball team kept crushing 
it last week, taking a pair of 

East Bay Athletic League matches 
as well as winning the Bay Area 
Classic.

In a sweep of Livermore, the 
Falcons got highlights from Sophia 
Burdick (8 kills on 8 attempts), 
Kaycie Burdick (10 service points) 

and Paige Nelson (5 kills).
Next, the Falcons beat Carondelet 

3-0, getting great play from Katie 
Salonga (33 assists, 11 service 
points), Kait Vogel (16 service 
points, 12 digs) and Paige Bennett 
(15 kills, 5 aces).

In the tournament, Foothill 
beat Aptos (2-0), Sequoia (2-0). 
Central Catholic (2-0) and Monte 

Vista in the final, 21-25, 25-8, 15-6. 
Highlights came from Salonga (105 
assists, 32 service points, 20 digs), 
Bennett (46 kills, 37 digs, 26 service 
points), Kaycie Burdick (28 kills, 19 
kills, 11 service points) and Vogel 
(31 digs, 22 service points).

Amador Hall of Fame

The Amador Valley Sports Hall of 
Fame will induct another deserving 
class this Friday (Sept. 22) before 
the Amador-Foothill football game.

Rick Sira, Greg Kragen, Jean 
Zedlitz, the 2010 baseball team, Art 
Morley and Neil Sweeney are the six 
new members.

Following is information on each 
of the inductees from the Amador 
HOF committee:

Rick Sira: Sira was at the helm 
of the Amador football team for 30 
years, from 1985-2015. Coach Sira 
instituted one clear and emphatic 
credo to all his players: Big Team, 
Little Me.

Under his direction, the Amador 
Valley Dons won EBAL titles in 
1996, 1997 and 2004; shared titles in 
1994 and 1990. His teams reached 
North Coast Section playoff cham-
pionship games in 1996, 1997 and 
2004. Sira retired as the longest 
continuously tenured East Bay high 
school varsity football coach with 
one school. His wife Rita, son Brian 
and daughter Carley (both Amador 
grads) were very instrumental in 
Rick’s success.

Greg Kragen: Kragen was a 1980 
graduate, playing three years of 
basketball and four years of foot-
ball. During his football career 
Kragen was named All-EBAL his 
senior year. He attended Utah State 
University and played defensive line 
for four years.

Kragen went on to the NFL where 
he spent the most time with the 
Denver Broncos, also playing for the 
Kansas City Chiefs and the Carolina 
Panthers during his 12-year career. 
Kragen played in the Pro Bowl in 
1989, was part of five conference 
championships, and earned three 
Super Bowl berths.

Jean Zedlitz: Zedlitz graduated in 

1986 and played varsity golf all four 
years. She won the 1985 EBAL title 
as a female competing against the 
boys and beat them all. Zedlitz at-
tended UCLA on a golf scholarship 
and won three collegiate events in 
1989. She played for 10 years on the 
LPGA Tour.

2010 Amador Valley baseball 
team: Coached by Lou Cesario, 
Vince Albanese, Erik Ekstrom, Tony 
Battilega and Kirk Ekstrom, the 
team accumulated incredible stats. 
They were the first baseball team to 
earn the title of EBAL champions in 
30 years and the first team to win 
the NCS Championship in school 
history. They won 16 straight games 
and finished No. 1 in the state. This 
team was also ranked No. 1 in the 
nation for two weeks.

Art Morley: Morley lived in 
Pleasanton for 30 years. His six 
children attended Amador from 
1985 to 2005 and participated in 
athletics. For 20-plus years, even 
after his kids graduated, Morley was 
a dedicated booster and supporter 
of Amador athletics.

Through these years he served in 
many capacities spending hours vol-
unteering including Booster Club 
member, Amador Valley boys’ and 

girls’ basketball announcer, helped 
construct the current stadium snack 
bar, gave inspirational speeches to 
teams, helped scouting upcoming 
football opponents and participated 
in countless booster fundraisers to 
help fund Amador athletics.

Neil Sweeney: Sweeney came to 
Amador in 1951 and was the var-
sity football coach from 1951-57. 
In 1957, he became an administra-
tor at Amador and stayed in that 
role until 1972. As an administrator, 
Sweeney made it a point to attend 
as many Amador sports games as 
possible to support the coaches and 
athletes. He emphasized the impor-
tance of high school athletics and 
wanted the Amador sports teams to 
be successful.

Some of the current Hall of Fame 
coaches and teachers that Sweeney 
hired include Skip Mohatt and Don 
Underwood. All eight of Sweeney’s 
children went to Amador, covering 
from 1951-1983. Three of Sweeney’s 
grandchildren are also Amador 
alumni. 

Editor’s note: Dennis Miller is a 
contributing sports writer for the 

Pleasanton Weekly. To contact him about 
his Pleasanton Preps column, email 

acesmag@aol.com.

Foothill girls’ volleyball 
wins Bay Area Classic

Also: Amador inducting new Hall of Fame class

PLEASANTON 
PREPS

BY DENNIS MILLER

Sports Pleasanton Preps sponsored by

846-8802
RoseHotel.net

417-1600
PorkysPizzaPalace.com

The Pleasanton Weekly offers employment advertising.  

If you wish to learn more about the employment advertising 

options, please visit PleasantonWeekly.com/employment_ads/.

Employment
Safeway Inc. hiring Senior DevOps Engineers in Pleasanton, CA. May 
Telecommute. Reports to Pleasanton. Must have legal right to work in US. EOE. 
Subj. to backg. check. $149,252 - $196,500/yr. Email resume TA.Applications@
albertsons.com, Attn: R. Oliver. REF# 0801RA

Kunai Inc. in San Ramon, CA is seeking A) Sr Technical Architects to dvlp & dsgn 
SW solut’ns to enhance app perfrmnc & capability. Salary: $183,310/yr; B) Sr. 
iOS Engineers to dvlp & dsgn mobile apps. Salary: $183,310/yr. Both post’ns no 
trvl & WFH benefit. Send resumes to: Kunai, Inc., Attn: HR, 2603 Camino Ramon, 
Suite 200, San Ramon, CA 94583

Workday, Inc. is accepting resumes for the following positions at various levels 
in Pleasanton, CA: 

Sr Associate Software Development Engineer (20637.1482): Analyzes, 
designs, programs, debugs, and modifies software enhancements and/or new 
products used in local, networked, or internet-related computer programs. 
Salary: $132,870.00 - $168,000.00, 40 hours per week.

Principal, Software Engineer (Distributed Systems) (20637.2101):
Analyzes, designs, programs, debugs, and modifies software enhancements 
and/or new products used in local, networked, or internet-related computer 
programs. Salary: $ 206,800.00 - $ 310,200.00, 40 hours per week.

Sr Associate Software Development Engineer (20637.1540): Examines, 
designs, programs, debugs, and modifies software program improvements 
and/or new products used in networked, local, or internet-associated 
computer programs. Salary: $160,000.00 - $240,000.00, 40 hours per week.

Data Engineer (20637.2414): Develop and automate high-performance 
data processing systems to drive Workday business growth and improve the 
product experience. Salary: $129,700 – 194,500 per year, 40 hours per week.

Product Security Engineer (20637.2350): Perform data and detection gap 
analysis and develop and refine alerting logic. Conduct various threat-hunting 
exercises to discover potential vulnerabilities and test detective coverage. 
Salary: $ 133,600.00 - $ 200,400.00, 40 hours per week.

Sr Cybersecurity Engineer (20637.1432): Support vulnerability and 
compliance management toolsets including development of automation 
processes and designing solutions to engineering problems. Salary: $127,442 - 
$234,000 per year, 40 hours per week.

Workday pay ranges vary based on work location and recruiters can share 
more during the hiring process. As a part of the total compensation package, 
this role may be eligible for the Workday Bonus Plan or a role-specific 
commission/bonus, as well as annual refresh stock grants. Each candidate’s 
compensation offer will be based on multiple factors including, but not limited 
to, geography, experience, skills, future potential and internal pay parity. For 
more information regarding Workday’s comprehensive benefits, please go to 
workday.com/en-us/company/careers/life-at-workday.html

Interested applicants submit resumes by mail to: J. Thurston at Workday, Inc., 
Attn: Human Resources/Immigration, 6110 Stoneridge Mall Road, Pleasanton, 
CA 94588. Must reference job title and job code. 

COURTESY DUSTY COLLINS

The Foothill Falcons girls’ volleyball team won the 2023 Bay Area Classic 
tournament. 

BY JEREMY WALSH

T
ri-Valley Community Televi-
sion’s award-winning cov-
erage of local high school 

football returns for the 2023 season 
with three live broadcasts on the 
schedule starting with this week’s 
Pleasanton rivalry game: Foothill at 
Amador Valley.

Featuring “Tri-Valley Sports Final” 
host Ian Bartholomew as the game 
announcer, the live broadcast will 

begin at 6:45 p.m. Friday (Sept. 22) 
on Comcast Channel 30, AT&T 
U-verse Channel 99 and livestream 
on the TV30 website. The game will 
then air on repeat throughout the 
ensuing week.

“TV30 provides information from 
our local government and non-prof-
its but we also recognize the impor-
tance of highlighting the commu-
nity spirit at events like these games,” 
TV30 Executive Director Melissa 

Tench-Stevens said in a statement. 
“Televising these games is just a 
small part of Tri-Valley Television’s 
commitment to the residents of 
Dublin, Livermore and Pleasanton.”

The other two featured games for 
TV30 this season will be Amador at 
Dublin on Oct. 27 and Granada at 
Livermore on Nov. 3, with the same 
broadcast start time and plan for 
reruns that week. To learn more, visit 
tv30.org. 

Live football on TV30
Broadcasts start with Pleasanton rivalry game
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VenemaHomes.com Liz@VenemaHomes.com 925.413.6544 660 Main Street, Pleasanton DRE# 01922957

I'm lucky - my life and
work have beautifully
dovetailed into my
very own Pleasanton
story, a creation in the
making for the last 40+
years and counting...

A Note From Liz Venema...

As my involvement in the community has grown and I've come to know the people
and faces that make Pleasanton its own kind of oasis in Northern California, I've
become more dedicated to fulfilling the dreams of those who live here, as well as those
who want to become part of its magic. I'm proud to call this charming town my own.
More than expertise in negotiation and marketing, what it takes to be an exceptional
real estate agent is love and understanding for your community. It's just one reason
you should choose me to stand by your side, and it's the foundation of everything I do.

LIZ VENEMA, FOUNDING LUXURY MEMBER, KWTV
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LOW INVENTORY = TIME TO SELL! 
Be one of the few, not one of the many. The 4th quarter can be the best selling season of the year! 
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VALUE PRINTING COMPANY

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

File No.: 600741

The following person (persons) is (are) doing 

business as:

1.) Value Printing Company, located at 

4552 Alhambra Drive Fremont, CA 94536, 

Alameda.

This business is conducted by: an Individual.

The name and residence address of the 

registrant(s) is(are):

MICHAEL DARDIS

4552 Alhambra Dr.

Fremont, CA 94536

Registrant began transacting business under 

the fictitious business name(s) listed above 

on 12/01/2000

This statement was filed with the County 

Clerk-Recorder of Alameda on September 

13 2023.

(PLW Sep 22, 29, Oct 6 and 13, 2023)

COLES MARKET

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

File No.: 600563

The following person (persons) is (are) doing 

business as:

1.) Coles market, located at 4277 First St. 

Pleasanton, CA 94566, Alameda County.

This business is conducted by: a Corporation.

The name and residence address of the 

registrant(s) is(are):

B MAROK ENTERPRISES INC

600 MARIE ANGELA DR TRACY CA 95377

CA

Registrant began transacting business under 

the fictitious business name(s) listed above 

on 01/01/2023

This statement was filed with the County 

Clerk-Recorder of Alameda on September 

05 2023.

(PLW Sep 22, 29, Oct 6 and 13, 2023)

SUPERIOR FENCE AND RAIL OF EAST BAY

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

File No.: 600572

The following person (persons) is (are) doing 

business as:

1.) Superior Fence and Rail of East Bay, 

located at 6678 Sierra Lane Dublin, CA 

94568, Alameda County.

This business is conducted by: a Limited 

Liability Company.

The name and residence address of the 

registrant(s) is(are):

CAL EAST LLC

670 Sycamore Rd.

Pleasanton, CA 94566

California

Registrant began transacting business under 

the fictitious business name(s) listed above 

on 04/25/2023

This statement was filed with the County 

Clerk-Recorder of Alameda on September 

06 2023.

(PLW Sep 22, 29, Oct 6 and 13, 2023)

MILI’S HANDCRAFTS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

File No.: 600618

The following person (persons) is (are) doing 

business as:

1.) Mili’s Handcrafts, located at 3932 Alma Ct. 

Pleasanton, CA 94588, Alameda County.

This business is conducted by: a Limited 

Liability Company.

The name and residence address of the 

registrant(s) is(are):

SRYAM LLC

3932 Alma Ct.

Pleasanton, CA 94588

CA

Registrant has not yet begun to transact 

business under the fictitious business 

name(s) listed above.

This statement was filed with the County 

Clerk-Recorder of Alameda on September 

07 2023.

(PLW Sep 22, 29, Oct 6 and 13, 2023)

GOUS TOUR AGENCY

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

File No.: 600591

The following person (persons) is (are) doing 

business as:

1.) GOUS TOUR AGENCY, located at 7660 

GLENBROOK CT PLEASANTON ,CA 94588, 

ALAMEDA COUNTY.

This business is conducted by: an Individual.

The name and residence address of the 

registrant(s) is(are):

HYUNG KEUN KIM

7660 GLENBROOK CT

PLEASANTON ,CA 94588

Registrant has not yet begun to transact 

business under the fictitious business 

name(s) listed above.

This statement was filed with the County 

Clerk-Recorder of Alameda on September 

06 2023.

(PLW Sep 15, 22, 29 and Oct 6, 2023)

ALLG SOLUTIONS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

File No.: 600751

The following person (persons) is (are) doing 

business as:

1.) ALLG SOLUTIONS, located at 4349 

DIAVILA AVE, PLEASANTON, CA 94588, 

ALAMEDA.

This business is conducted by: an Individual.

The name and residence address of the 

registrant(s) is(are):

PINHAO QIU

4349 DIAVILA AVE

PLEASANTON, CA 94588

Registrant has not yet begun to transact 

business under the fictitious business 

name(s) listed above.

This statement was filed with the County 

Clerk-Recorder of Alameda on September 

13 2023.

(PLW Sep 22, 29, Oct 6 and 13, 2023)

HEARTS FORWARD

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

File No.: 600597

The following person (persons) is (are) doing 

business as:

1.) Hearts Forward, located at 600 Canyon 

Oaks Drive, unit D, Oakland, CA 94605, 

Alameda County.

This business is conducted by: an Individual.

The name and residence address of the 

registrant(s) is(are):

CHARLIE REBICH

600 Canyon Oaks Drive, unit D, Oakland, CA 

94605

Registrant has not yet begun to transact 

business under the fictitious business 

name(s) listed above.

This statement was filed with the County 

Clerk-Recorder of Alameda on September 

06 2023.

(PLW Sep 22, 29, Oct 6 and 13, 2023)

ABA SHINE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

File No.: 600307

The following person (persons) is (are) doing 

business as:

1.) ABA SHINE, located at 44093 S Grimmer 

Blvd, Fremont, CA 94538, Alameda County.

This business is conducted by: a Corporation.

The name and residence address of the 

registrant(s) is(are):

ABA SHINE

44093 S Grimmer Blvd, Fremont, CA 94538

Fremont, CA 94538

California

Registrant began transacting business under 

the fictitious business name(s) listed above 

on 08/08/2023

This statement was filed with the County 

Clerk-Recorder of Alameda on August 24 

2023.

(PLW Sep 8, 15, 22 and 29, 2023)

LIONSUN INTERNATIONAL LLC

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

File No.: 600523

The following person (persons) is (are) doing 

business as:

1.) Lionsun International LLC, located at 236 

Rachael Pl, Pleasanton CA 94566, Alameda.

This business is conducted by: a Limited 

Liability Company.

The name and residence address of the 

registrant(s) is(are):

LIONSUN INTERNATIONAL LLC

236 Rachael Pl, Pleasanton CA 94566

California

Registrant has not yet begun to transact 

business under the fictitious business 

name(s) listed above.

This statement was filed with the County 

Clerk-Recorder of Alameda on September 

01 2023.

(PLW Sep 15, 22, 29 and Oct 6, 2023)

ACCELERATE REVENUE SERVICES

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

File No.: 600306

The following person (persons) is (are) doing 

business as:

1.) Accelerate Revenue Services, located 

at 2226 Kamp Ct. Pleasanton, CA 94588, 

Alameda.

This business is conducted by: an Individual.

The name and residence address of the 

registrant(s) is(are):

TODD BLASCHKA

2226 Kamp Ct.

Pleasanton, CA 94588

Registrant began transacting business under 

the fictitious business name(s) listed above 

on 08/24/2023

This statement was filed with the County 

Clerk-Recorder of Alameda on August 24 

2023.

(PLW Sep 1, 8, 15 and 22, 2023)

HOLIDAY ORCHARD

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

File No.: 599820

The following person (persons) is (are) doing 

business as:

1.) Holiday Orchard, located at 6088 Sunol 

Blvd Suite 111, Pleasanton, CA 94566, 

Alameda.

Mailing address:  PO BOX 1705, Pleasanton, 

CA 94566.

This business is conducted by: an Individual.

The name and residence address of the 

registrant(s) is(are):

PHILLIPS YEE

6865 Corte Munras

Pleasanton, CA 94566

Registrant began transacting business under 

the fictitious business name(s) listed above 

on 08/03/2023

This statement was filed with the County 

Clerk-Recorder of Alameda on August 03 

2023.

(PLW Sep 8, 15, 22 and 29, 2023)

MODEL PLUMBING

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

File No.: 599836

The following person (persons) is (are) doing 

business as:

1.) Model Plumbing, located at 508 Burger 

Ct. Pleasanton, Ca. 94566, Alameda.

This business is conducted by: an Individual.

The name and residence address of the 

registrant(s) is(are):

CLINTON ONDERBEKE

508 Burger Ct.

Pleasanton, Ca. 94566

Registrant began transacting business under 

the fictitious business name(s) listed above 

on 2008.

This statement was filed with the County 

Clerk-Recorder of Alameda on August 04 

2023.

(PLW Sep 1, 8, 15 and 22, 2023)

PLEASANTON MINSTERIAL ASSOCIATION

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

File No.: 599565

The following person (persons) is (are) doing 

business as:

1.) PLEASANTON MINSTERIAL ASSOCIATION, 

located at 6656 Alisal Street, Pleasanton, CA 

94566, ALAMEDA.

This business is conducted by: a Corporation.

The name and residence address of the 

registrant(s) is(are):

FAITH CHAPEL ASSEMBLY OF GOD OF 

PLEASANTON

6656 Alisal Street, Pleasanton, CA 94566

California

Registrant began transacting business under 

the fictitious business name(s) listed above 

on 10/19/2018

This statement was filed with the County 

Clerk-Recorder of Alameda on July 25 2023.

(PLW Sep 1, 8, 15 and 22, 2023)

PR-2023-00113-A CITATION BY PUBLICATION

Juli Luke Denton County Clerk 3900 Morse 

Street Denton, TX 76208

Applicant’s Attorney: Christene Krupa Downs 

400 Chisholm Place Suite 216 Plano TX 

75075 214-566-3862

THE STATE OF TEXAS OF DENTON COUNTY 

To any Sheriff or any Constable within the 

State of Texas:

You are hereby commanded to cause to be 

published; One Time (1), in a newspaper 

printed in Alameda County, California , the 

following citation:

To Karen Elizabeth Morant & All Unknown 

Heirs, And/Or Persons Interested In the 

Estate of Barbara Elizabeth Morant Cause 

No. PR-2023-00 113- A Probate Court #1 of 

Denton County 3900 Morse Street Denton, 

TX 76208:

Leslie Charles Morant, Applicant, in the 

above numbered and styled estate filed an 

Application for Probate of Copy of Will and 

Issuance of Letters Testamentary on the 26th 

day of January, 2023.

Said Application will be subject to be heard 

and acted on by said Court at any call of the 

docket on or after the first Monday after 

the expiration of ten days of the date of this 

publication of this notice. Accordingly, any 

objections, intervention, or response must 

be filed with the clerk of the above Court in 

writing at or before the above referenced 

time and date.

All persons interested in said estate 

are hereby cited to appear before said 

Honorable Court at or before said above 

mentioned date and place by filing a written 

answer contesting such application should 

they desire to do so. Said written contest 

or answer should be filed in the County 

Clerk’s Office, Probate Court #1, in the city of 

Denton, County of Denton, Texas. The officer 

executing this citation shall promptly serve 

the same according to requirements of law, 

and the mandates hereof, and make due 

return as the law directs.

ISSUED UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF SAID 

COURT at office in Denton, Texas, on this 

the 14th day of September, 2023. JULI LUKE 

County Clerk, Denton County, Texas.

(PLW Sep 22, 2023)

TO ALL TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: 

McKnight v. Mcknight CH216881 as follows:  

THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 

interested in this matter appear before this 

court at the hearing indicated below to show 

cause, if any, why the request for an elisor 

to sign the Stipulated Domestic Relations 

Order on behalf of Respondent should not 

be granted . Any person objecting to the 

request described above must file a written 

objection that includes the reasons for the 

objection at least nine court days before the 

matter is scheduled to be heard and must 

appear at the hearing to show cause why the 

request should not be granted. If no written 

objection is timely filed, the court may grant 

the request without a hearing. NOTICE OF 

HEARING: October 16, 2023 at 9:00 am, Dept: 

507 Family Law. filed on: August 11, 2023 

(pub dates: Sep15, Sep 22, Sep 29, Oct 6)

(PLW Sep 15, 22, 29 and Oct 6, 2023)

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE 

OF:

STEVE SOVIERO, STEPHEN V SOVIERO

Case No.: 23PR043171

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 

contingent creditors, and persons who 

may otherwise be interested in the will or 

estate, or both, of STEVE SOVIERO, STEPHEN 

V SOVIERO.

A Petition for Probate has been filed by: WEI 

SOVIERO in the Superior Court of California, 

County of Alameda.

The Petition for Probate requests that:

WEI SOVIERO be appointed as personal 

representative to administer the estate of 

the decedent.

THE PETITION requests the decedent’s will 

and codicils, if any, be admitted to probate. 

The will and any codicils are available for 

examination in the file kept by the court. THE 

PETITION requests authority to administer 

the estate under the Independent 

Administration of Estates Act. (This authority 

will allow the personal representative 

to take many actions without obtaining 

court approval. Before taking certain very 

important actions, however, the personal 

representative will be required to give notice 

to interested persons unless they have 

waived notice or consented to the proposed 

action.) The independent administration 

authority will be granted unless an 

interested person files an objection to the 

petition and shows good cause why the 

court should not grant the authority.

A HEARING on the petition will be held on 

October 13 2023 at 9:45 AM in Dept. 20 of 

the Superior Court of California, County of 

Alameda, located at 2120 Martin Luther King 

Jr Way, Berkeley, CA, 94704.

If you object to the granting of the petition, 

you should appear at the hearing and state 

your objections or file written objections 

with the court before the hearing. Your 

appearance may be in person or by your 

attorney.

If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor 

of the decedent, you must file your claim 

with the court and mail a copy to the 

personal representative appointed by the 

court within the later of either (1) four 

months from the date of first issuance of 

letters to a general personal representative, 

as defined in section 58 (b) of the California 

Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date 

of mailing or personal delivery to you of a 

notice under section 9052 of the California 

Probate Code. Other California statutes and 

legal authority may affect your rights as a 

creditor. You may want to consult with an 

attorney knowledgeable in California law. 

You may examine the file kept by the court. 

If you are a person interested in the estate, 

you may file with the court a Request for 

Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of 

an inventory and appraisal of estate assets 

or of any petition or account as provided in 

Probate Code section 1250. A Request for 

Special Notice form is available from the 

court clerk.

Petitioner in Pro Per:

Wei Soviero

3471 Dennis Dr.

Pleasanton, CA 94588

925-353-4316

(PLW Sep 22, 29 and Oct 6, 2023)

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE 

OF:

ARTHUR JEFFREY BROWN

Case No.: RP23147034

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 

contingent creditors, and persons who may 

otherwise be interested in the will or estate, 

or both, of ARTHUR JEFFREY BROWN.

A Petition for Probate has been filed by: 

ALBERT BROWN, JR. in the Superior Court of 

California, County of Alameda.

The Petition for Probate requests that:

ALBERT BROWN, JR. be appointed as 

personal representative to administer the 

estate of the decedent.

THE PETITION requests the decedent’s will 

and codicils, if any, be admitted to probate. 

The will and any codicils are available for 

examination in the file kept by the court. THE 

PETITION requests authority to administer 

the estate under the Independent 

Administration of Estates Act. (This authority 

will allow the personal representative 

to take many actions without obtaining 

court approval. Before taking certain very 

important actions, however, the personal 

representative will be required to give notice 

to interested persons unless they have 

waived notice or consented to the proposed 

action.) The independent administration 

authority will be granted unless an 

interested person files an objection to the 

petition and shows good cause why the 

court should not grant the authority.

A HEARING on the petition will be held on 

October 11, 2023 at 9:45AM in Dept. 202 of 

the Superior Court of California, County of 

Alameda, located at 2120 Martin Luther King, 

Jr. Way, Berkeley, CA, 94704.

If you object to the granting of the petition, 

you should appear at the hearing and state 

your objections or file written objections 

with the court before the hearing. Your 

appearance may be in person or by your 

attorney.

If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor 

of the decedent, you must file your claim 

with the court and mail a copy to the 

personal representative appointed by the 

court within the later of either (1) four 

months from the date of first issuance of 

letters to a general personal representative, 

as defined in section 58 (b) of the California 

Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date 

of mailing or personal delivery to you of a 

notice under section 9052 of the California 

Probate Code. Other California statutes and 

legal authority may affect your rights as a 

creditor. You may want to consult with an 

attorney knowledgeable in California law. 

You may examine the file kept by the court. 

If you are a person interested in the estate, 

you may file with the court a Request for 

Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of 

an inventory and appraisal of estate assets 

or of any petition or account as provided in 

Probate Code section 1250. A Request for 

Special Notice form is available from the 

court clerk.

Petitioner in Pro Per:

Albert Brown, Jr.

2120 10th Street

Berkeley, CA 94710

415-763-7766

(PLW Sep 15, 22 and 29, 2023)

Public Notices

The Pleasanton Weekly is adjudicated 
to publish in Alameda County.

•  Fictitious Business Name
•  Abandonment of Fictitious Business 

Name
•  Name Change
•  Partnership Withdrawal or Dissolution
•  Petition to Administer Estate - Probate 

Hearing
•  Notice of Bulk Sale
•  Legal Summons
•  Trustee Sale

The deadline is Sunday at 11:59 pm.

Visit PleasantonWeekly.com/ 
legal_notices/

For assistance email LegalNotices@
PleasantonWeekly.com.
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SOLD $2,217,000
902 OLD OAK ROAD, LIVERMORE

SOLD $3,450,000
1034 VIA DI SALERNO, RUBY HILL

LISTED AT $2,799,000
35 GOLF RD - CASTLEWOOD, PLEASANTON

LISTED AT $3,299,000
2347 SILVER OAKS LANE, PLEASANTON

www.ArmarioHomes.com 
Info@ArmarioHomes.com

PENDING IN 7 DAYS
PRODUCED MULTIPLE OFFERS
CLOSED IN 14 DAYS!

SOLD $101K
ABOVE LIST PRICE!

PENDING OVER LIST PRICE!
PRODUCED MULTIPLE OFFERS
PENDING IN 6 DAYS!

SOLD $118K
ABOVE LIST PRICE!

OPEN HOUSE SAT & SUN 1-4PM
5201 BLACKHAWK DRIVE, DANVILLE

NOW OFFERED AT $3,495,000

NOW PENDING
ABOVE LIST PRICE!

PRODUCED MULTIPLE OFFERS
PENDING IN 7 DAYS!

NOW PENDING
ABOVE LIST PRICE!

PRODUCED MULTIPLE OFFERS
PENDING AFTER 7 DAYS!
REPRESENTING SELLER & BUYER

LISTED AT $1,799,000
1031 KOTTINGER DRIVE, PLEASANTON

NOW PENDING
ABOVE LIST PRICE!

PRODUCED MULTIPLE OFFERS
ASSISTED WITH RENOVATIONS

950+950+ $113M+$113M+
FamiliesFamilies
AssistedAssisted

Closed SalesClosed Sales
in 2022in 2022

WHAT OUR CLIENTS ARE SAYING:

DeAnna sold our house for $200,000 over the
listing price with multiple offers. This was only

possible because of her knowledge, experience,
hard work, and her great team.

DeAnna Armario | (925) 694-0806
459 Main Street, Pleasanton
DRE# 01363180 | Broker DRE# 02065804

A Proven Track Record ofA Proven Track Record of
Maximizing Client ProfitMaximizing Client Profit
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Use the most recent footer info for Zillow stars and team mugs

The strength of a team to help you move.

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of 
subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by 
Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Numbxer 01079009. All material presented herein is intended 

Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to 
accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

If you’re thinking about selling your home, now is the time. Call us today to learn how our proven 
strategies can get you the highest possible price for your home. 

View our website
Scan with your smartphone camera

www.timmcguireteam.com
925.895.9950 DRE #01349446

3622 Diablo Court
Pleasanton
3bd/3ba, 3,065+/-sq.ft
21,490+/-sq.ft lot
CALL FOR DETAILS

COMING 
SOON

2436 Via De Los Milagros
Pleasanton
5bd/3ba, 3,837+/-sq.ft
18,701+/-sq.ft lot
SOLD FOR $2,775,000

SOLD $316K 
OVER ASKING 

WITH MULTIPLE 
OFFERS

5514 Black Avenue
Pleasanton
3bd/2.5ba, 1,950+/-sq.ft
6,752+/-sq.ft lot
OFFERED AT $1,679,000

NEW 
LISTING

2451 Sevillano Circle
Livermore
4bd/3.5ba, 3,704+/-sq ft
15,176+/-sq ft lot
OFFERED AT $2,999,000

PENDING


