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DID YOU KNOW?

You can safely
donate one of your
two kidneys.

Your longevity and overall health are
not affected.

Everyone knows that living organ donors save lives, but did you
know that these common and safe procedures happen by the
thousands each year? Stanford Health Care helps educate people
about kidney, liver, and other living tissue donation because

saving lives starts with understanding what is at stake.

Learn more about living organ donation at:

stanfordhealthcare.org/livingdonor

Stanford Health Care
@ MEDICINE
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AROUND
THE VALLEY

BY GINA CHANNELL WILCOX

All about priorities ...

C ( : ity budgets are difficult to
understand,” a council-
member wrote in re-

sponse to an email asking the bud-

get be taken off the June 6 consent
calendar.

Pleasanton Mayor Karla Brown
and councilmembers Valerie Arkin,
Jeff Nibert and Julie Testa are either
finding the budget difficult to un-
derstand or knowingly obfuscating
in order to justify spending $10.6
million on discretionary amenities.

That $10.6 million should be put
toward treatment of water contam-
inated with PFAS and increasing
compensation for police officers.
But the council majority would have
us believe it can’t be used, which is
not correct. And, in carefully word-
ed statements, they are attempting
to gaslight those who do understand
while completely confusing others.

To ensure I share correct infor-
mation, I checked my understand-
ing with individuals who have ex-
tensive experience with municipal
budgeting. I have a few thoughts
on assertions that have been made.

On June 6, Pleasanton City
Manager Gerry Beaudin said,
“Capital projects are one-time
money and, while there are opera-
tional costs associated with a capital
investment, theyre not the same as
the salary and benefits. Investment
in our water system doesn’t com-
pete with our capital projects” This
is technically correct; the Capital
Fund is specifically for one-time
projects and the money for water
comes from a different fund.

What he didn't say is that a major-
ity of the money funding the skate
park and Century House — rough-
ly $10 million — was transferred
and/or originated from the General
Fund. Money from the General
Fund covers payroll and other op-
erating expenses and can be trans-
ferred or loaned to other funds be-
cause it’s unrestricted dollars.

Beaudin is in an unenviable posi-
tion. As city manager, he reports to
the city council, who set the priori-
ties, and it’s his job to execute the
plan. Direct reports who value their
jobs would probably not contradict
or correct their supervisor — espe-
cially in public.

One councilmember, in a finessed
email response, said, “Regarding
moving funds from parks to po-
licing, within the city budget are
‘Enterprise Funds, which are sepa-
rate funds that should not be com-
ingled (sic) or moved”

This is correct — but, again,

technically. The city’s separate en-
terprise funds include water, sewer,
storm drain, golf and cemetery.
Revenue collected should support
the fund. For example, water rates
should cover the annual operating
expenses of the city’s water utility,
including infrastructure projects,
which would be paid for out of this
fund.

Arkin said “A $5 million, $6 mil-
lion project can’t begin to address
(a water treatment plant).”

Another email response read:
“Eliminating any of the capital
projects we have already approved
will not have a significant impact
on moving forward with our plan
to address the water infrastruc-
ture due to the vast difference in
amount of funding needed”

Both statements are incorrect.
Spending on new amenities, and
the subsequent maintenance costs,
reduces the money that could be
used for water infrastructure.

Beaudin said unspent unre-
stricted Capital Fund money can
be transferred back to the General
Fund. This money can be trans-
ferred or loaned to the Water
Enterprise Fund to go toward the
cost of a PFAS treatment facility.

Back to the $5 million or $6
million mentioned by Arkin, that
money could be used as a down
payment to reduce the amount bor-
rowed and obtain more favorable
rates on any remaining amount fi-
nanced — like a home mortgage.

“It’s unfortunate that so many of
our community members feel we
aren't working in their best inter-
est,” Testa said.

These community members un-
derstand municipal budgeting and
know they are being misled.

What would be in the best interest
of community members is if work is
paused on the skatepark and interi-
or improvements of Century House
until there is a plan to remove toxins
from the water and an agreement
with our police officers is solidified.

Former councilmember Arne
Olson said during public comment,
“It’s all a matter of priorities. The
four of you have decided to balance
this budget by taking General Fund
money that could be allocated to
the Water Fund and, if it were, that
would reduce the amount of money
you're going to have to borrow”

Olson concluded, “I'm not sure
voters are going to forget about this”

Higher water rates and glistening
new concrete at the skatepark will
be good reminders. m
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treetwise

Tom Kanarek
Retired

I’m pretty sure that the plan is for all of our local kids
and grandkids to come on over to our house in order
to spend a great time in our backyard. I'll be grilling
burgers and dogs, my beautiful wife will be preparing
all of the side dishes, and we’ll probably receive a
phone call or two from the kids who live far away.

Felicia Young
Tasting room associate

My employer is having a major outdoor barbecue

and cigar-smoking event for Father’s Day, so I'll be
working. My goal for the day is to make all of the very
well-deserving dads feel special and appreciated. I’'m
really looking forward to it!

What are your plans for Father’s Day this year?

Deanna Haley and Arissa Pifios
(with Stevie the Rescue Dog)

Community services officer / Project manager

We each plan to call our dads, who live out of town. We'll
tell them how much we love them and how much we
appreciate their support, affection and attention, as well as
all of the sacrifices they’ve made for us over our lifetimes.
We are so blessed.

Frances Lettieri
Lawyer

| always defer to my fabulous husband on Father’s Day.
He is a terrific dad and deserves to be celebrated. At his
request, we are planning to spend the weekend near the
ocean, hopefully on the beach. With any luck, the weather
will cooperate and we’ll all enjoy a perfect family day

together.

lan Gecox —Compiled by Nancy and Jeff Lewis

Tasting room associate
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Parks free Sunday

The East Bay Regional Park
District is holding a Free Park Day
on Sunday (June 18) in honor of
Juneteenth, the federal holiday that
recognizes when the final Black
American slaves were freed in
Texas on June 19, 1865, more than
two years after the Emancipation
Proclamation was issued.

“The district is committed to en-
hancing diversity, equity and inclu-
sion, and making our parks and
agency more welcoming and reflec-
tive of the communities we serve;
EBRPD officials said about Free
Park Day, which is held a day before
the holiday to maximize potential
participation on a weekend.

The fee waiver applies to park en-
trance, parking, dogs, horses, boat
launching and fishing, but it does
not include swimming, camping,
reservable picnic facilities, conces-
sions, state fees for fishing licenses
or watercraft inspections.

Learn more, including about
Juneteenth programming, at www.
ebparks.org/Juneteenth.

Righetti property plans

Dublin city officials have sched-
uled two community meetings
for next week to share informa-
tion about the proposed develop-
ment of the Righetti property on
Collier Canyon Road in the Eastern
Dublin Specific Plan area.

The project aims to subdivide the
49.6-acre property into four par-
cels to accommodate 96 residential
units in medium-density zoning, a
21.37-acre industrial park and ap-
proximately 321,125 square feet of
campus office/light industrial uses,
according to city officials.

The public meetings, both being
hosted via Zoom, are set for 7 p.m.
next Wednesday (June 21) and 6
p-m. Thursday (June 22). For more
information, go to dublin.ca.gov

‘Meet the Innovators’

The East Bay Economic
Development Alliance is hosting
the next installment of its “Meet
the Innovators” speaker series next
Tuesday (June 20) from 8-10 a.m. at
Diablo Valley College’s San Ramon
Campus.

The event, which includes net-
working and a panel discussion,
will offer “the unique opportunity
to hear from business leaders and
East Bay Innovation Awards alum-
ni who will share valuable insights
on cutting-edge technologies and
engineering and design innova-
tions that are shaping the built en-
vironment,” organizers said.

The panel, to be moderated by
Martinez Refining Company com-
munity relations manager Ann
Notarangelo, is set to include Tim
Haile (executive director, Contra
Costa Transportation Authority),
Brian Turner (CEO, Buildings
I0T), Jake Winters (head of impact,
Monarch Tractor) and Alysson Do
(vice president, Neural Propulsion
Systems, Inc.).

Visit eastbayeda.org for ticket in-
formation. m

Pleasanton council approves budget,
capital projects for upcoming years

Public debate again pits amenities like skate park, Century House against water infrastructure

BY CHRISTIAN TRUJANO
The Pleasanton City Council
adopted its two-year oper-
ating budget and four-year
capital improvement program
during last week’s council meet-
ing following months of budget
workshops and deliberations.
Based on a recently completed
10-year infrastructure plan, as
well as input received from the
City Council, the budget includes
other city priorities such as the
adoption of a new citywide stra-
tegic plan, implementation of
the city’s Diversity, Equity and
Inclusion program and continued

technology improvements to mod-
ernize operations.

It also includes the implementa-
tion of programs to promote ener-
gy conservation and environmen-
tal sustainability throughout the
community, continued support of
programs that provide services to
community members and a com-
plete water alternatives study.

Funding for the next two years
includes $26.7 million for vari-
ous transportation and streets
projects; $5.5 million for parks
projects; $3.8 million for facilities
projects; $7.8 million to maintain
and improve infrastructure for

the water, sewer, and storm drain
utilities; and $2.6 million for other
projects, including updating of city
infrastructure for fleet electrifica-
tion and development of an Asset
Management Plan.

According to city staff, the total
expenditures in the two-year op-
erating budget are $234.4 million
for 2023-24 and $235.7 million
for 2024-25. As for the CIP, the
timeframe over the next four years
for capital expenditures total $78.7
million for 43 capital projects, of
which $32.2 million for 2023-24
and $14.2 million for 2024-25 is
allocated.
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Pleasanton resident Azadeh Aryana holds her honorary member of the Special Forces Regiment plaque while
posing with her two sons and their families in front of the JFK Auditorium in Fort Liberty, N.C. (formerly

Fort Bragg) on April 20.

Army I‘ECOgI‘IiZES Pleasanton woman

for 20 years of supporting troops

Care package events through PMF gave Aryana
an opportunity to help soldiers overseas

BY CHRISTIAN TRUJANO
leasanton resident Azadeh
PAryana still remembers
when one of her two sons
decided to join the U.S. Army
in 2003.

“The first deployment to
Afghanistan ... I was scared,
Aryana told the Weekly. “T come
from that side of the world. I
didn’t want my son to be going
there”

Aryana, who immigrated to
America from Iran in 1978, said
that when her son joined, she

almost immediately started re-
ceiving emails for Pleasanton
Military Families (PMF), a sup-
port group for families of service
members, which had just started
back up after being inactive for
some time.

“I was getting emails, but I
didn’t know who they were and
my son said, ‘Well, Mom ... just
go and see what’s going on” she
said. “I went to a meeting with
them and they were so comfort-
ing to me. It was just amazing.”

Now, 20 years later, she is still

with the group serving as the
shipping and handling coordina-
tor for the organization’s pack-
out where volunteers assemble
care packages (with food, toilet-
ries, games and more) to mail to
U.S. troops overseas.

And because of her work in
sending tens of thousands of
servicewomen and servicemen
these care packages with cus-
tom letters over the past two de-
cades, Aryana was also recently

See PMF AWARD on Page 11

“Notwithstanding the escalating
costs and a slow return to some
revenue post-COVID — things
like hotel tax haven’t quite bounced
back — the city does have a bal-
anced budget for funding for op-
erations including those employee
contracts, repair and replacement
efforts (and) capital projects as
well as special funds to fund our
enterprises,” City Manager Gerry
Beaudin said during the June 6
meeting.

The 4-1 vote to approve the bud-
get, with Vice Mayor Jack Balch

See BUDGET on Page 9

District
reinstates
IB program
at Granada

Streamlined version
of curriculum starting
in fall term

By CIERRA BAILEY

fter Granada High School
Afamilies and community

members rallied together to
save the International Baccalaureate
Diploma program, the school district
will reinstate a streamlined version
of it for the 2023-24 school year and
beyond at a reduced cost.

Just days before the 2022-23 school
year came to a close, Granada prin-
cipal Clark Conover sent an email to
the campus community announcing
that the decision to terminate the
program has been reversed and that
the courses with high student inter-
est — such as History of the Americas
and Language and Literature — will
continue to be offered.

“‘I'm really ecstatic about it
Granada IB student Sarah Suresh said
regarding the program’s reinstate-
ment. She said when she first heard of
the plans to end the program, she and
her peers were devastated and felt that
decisions about their education were
being made on their behalf without
their input.

“I'm just very thankful that finally
— after tons of emails and people
going to the school board meeting
and protesting — that somehow we
were able to put enough pressure for
them to listen to us,” Suresh said.

The initial plan to end the pro-
gram was due to budget concerns.

See IB PROGRAM on Page 11
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NEWSFRONT

Livermore mayor delivers State of the City address

Marchand spotlights community accomplishments, praises quality of life

By CIERRA BAILEY

ew housing, incom-
ing businesses and pub-
lic safety were among

the list of topics Mayor John
Marchand highlighted to exem-
plify Livermore’s thriving quality
of life in his first State of the City
address since being reelected in the
November 2022 general election.

Marchand, who served as mayor
from 2011 through 2020 before
temporarily terming out, picked
up right where he left off with a
number of projects he was involved
in still among the city’s priorities
like the Legacy at Livermore apart-
ment complex in downtown that
will soon be welcoming residents
and the expansion of Black Smith
Square, which will bring new retail
and dining options to the down-
town core.

The May 25 luncheon — where
Marchand spoke to a crowd of
about 300 guests — was hosted
by the Livermore Valley Chamber
of Commerce as part of its Wine
Country Luncheon series, featur-
ing guest speakers discussing issues
relevant to local businesses and the
community at large.

While giving an overview of the
city’s economic status at the event,
Marchand shared results from a
2022 citizen survey that found 92%
of respondents feel that Livermore
is a great place to live and raise a
family and 89% feel that the overall
quality of life in Livermore is excel-
lent or good.

| J'-.-'u_'-r-.nnn:".".l'I!-.':.

#; .li‘f Al Sz

0 Yeargr

TH

Livermore Mayor John Marchand talks new development, public safety and
more during his first State of the City address since being reelected in 2022.

“You may have heard me say that,
in this political climate, you can’t
get 92% of the people to agree the
sky is blue,” Marchand quipped,
stressing the significance of the sur-
vey results.

Marchand spent a portion of
the roughly 40-minute presenta-
tion also discussing storm dam-
age recovery. He emphasized the

collaboration between all five Tri-
Valley mayors to make sure the
entire region is in good shape. He
pointed to the example of attend-
ing the U.S. Conference of Mayors
in Washington D.C. along with
Pleasanton Mayor Karla Brown,
Dublin Mayor Melissa Hernandez
and Danville Mayor Robert Storer.

Together, they advocated for

RON ESSEX PHOTOGRAPHY

regional and local projects, includ-
ing getting a Federal Emergency
Management Agency disaster as-
sistance center opened up in the
Tri-Valley.

“I'm so proud of the fact that
we do collaborate,” Marchand said.
“When I started out, when some-
body was patting you on the back
they were looking for a place to put
the knife, but now we can actually
work together and achieve success
like this, which benefits the entire
region.”

As a retired water chemist,
Marchand also touched on the in-
novation happening in Livermore,
including the forthcoming Quest
Science Center, the work of i-Gate
Innovation Hub to support tech-
nology startups in the Tri-Valley
and Lawrence Livermore National
Laboratory’s historic fusion igni-
tion breakthrough.

Marchand underscored multiple
times throughout his presentation
that the city’s top priority is public
safety. He further illustrated this
by noting that more than 50% of
the city’s budget goes to the police
and fire departments. Additionally,
capital improvement projects on
the horizon include modernizing
Fire Station 6 on East Avenue —
home to the city’s centennial light
bulb — and renovations to the po-
lice department building.

“We are continuing to grow and
we need to make sure that the
public safety has the tools that they
need to accomplish their goals

West Nile virus confirmed in dead birds found in

District to increase monitoring on mosquitoes

BY JosIE DE LA TORRE
Two dead birds recently lo-

cated in Pleasanton test-

ed positive for West Nile
virus, according to the Alameda
County Mosquito Abatement
District.

While a group of mosquitoes
tested positive for the virus in the

beginning of the year, the dead
birds found on May 31 represent
the first indication of active virus
transmission in Alameda County
in 2023, district officials said.
The exact location of the discov-
ery was not released.

“This local virus positive de-
tection by our laboratory staff

reminds the public West Nile
virus is endemic in our com-
munity and the best way to stop
any future transmission is by de-
creasing the numbers of mos-
quitoes,” General Manager Ryan
Clausnitzer said in a statement.
“As the entire region has no-
ticed, we have had far more

AMADOR VALLEY
OPTOMETRIC

Dr Inning Chen

Optometrist

4450 Black Ave Suite C, Pleasanton, CA 94566
amadorvalleyopto@gmail.com | Phone 925.462.2600
www.amadorvalleyopto.com

Fax 925.462.2605
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rain this year than we had for
many years and excess standing
water creates more opportuni-
ties for mosquitoes to produce,”
Clausnitzer added.

The district has increased mos-
quito monitoring and larval con-
trol effects throughout the area
where the dead birds were dis-
covered, officials said. Efforts are
being made to track down areas
of standing water where mosqui-
toes may breed, but not limited
to catch basins, storm drain sys-
tems and swimming pools.

Dead birds also play a vital role
in the district to monitor West
Nile virus transmission activity
in Alameda County. Public re-
porting on dead birds is impor-
tant for its surveillance program,
officials said.

There have been no human
cases of West Nile virus re-
ported as of 2023, according
to the California Public Health
Department.

The virus can be transmitted
to humans through the bite of
an infected mosquito, and there

which is to protect our community;’
Marchand said.

Finally moving forward with
the Springtown Open Space im-
provements and increasing public
parking options downtown are also
among the city’s ongoing projects.

Marchand shouted out a number
of new businesses that have either
recently opened or are coming soon
to Livermore, including the forth-
coming Farmers Union Restaurant
set to take over the site of the
vacant SBC building downtown.
The locally sourced American fare
restaurant will feature indoor and
outdoor dining as well as rooftop
dining and a full bar serving local
wines and beers.

Other new eateries include St.
John’s Soul Food, Crumbl Cookies
and Sons of Liberty Alehouse,
among others.

With the city’s ongoing growth
and expansion along with its em-
brace of innovation and technolo-
gy, Marchand noted that Livermore
is quickly becoming a destination
community. He said, “We used to
be a city that people would drive
through and now we're a city that
people drive to”

Marchand’s full presentation is
currently airing on TV30 and live-
streaming at tv30.org during vari-
ous times throughout the month.
The schedule can be found on the
station’s website. Additionally, the
speech may be viewed anytime
on the TV30 website via video on
demand. m

Pleasanton

is no cure for the virus. Those
who are infected with West Nile
virus may develop mild symp-
toms such as fever, headache,
joint pains, rashes or vomiting.
Less than 1% of people may de-
velop meningitis or encephalitis.

According to the district, resi-
dents can reduce the risk of West
Nile virus and other mosquito
diseases by dumping standing
water on their property because
mosquito larvae thrive in; limit
outdoor activities during dusk
and dawn, which are peak mos-
quito hours; wear long pants and
long-sleeved shirts and spray on
EPA-registered mosquito repel-
lent; and check all window and
door screens do not have any
tears or holes.

To find out more about mos-
quitoes, West Nile virus or to
request district services, visit
www.mosquitoes.org or call
510-783-7744. For information
regarding virus symptoms, pre-
vention and testing, contact the
Alameda County Public Health
Department at 510-267-8001. m
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City Council shows support for local control initiative

BY CHRISTIAN TRUJANO
The Pleasanton City Council

adopted a resolution last

week stating that the city
supports a draft initiative written
by Our Neighborhood Voices, a
grassroots group fighting for local
control rights by placing a measure
on the 2024 ballot statewide.

The proposed initiative, which city
staff told the council was just a draft
body of text that still needs to be
reviewed by the California Attorney
General’s Office in order to receive an
official title and summary, states that
local land use and zoning policies
should override conflicting state laws
in regards to housing development.

The council adopted the reso-
lution in a 3-2 vote at its June 6
regular meeting, with Mayor Karla
Brown and Vice Mayor Jack Balch
dissenting.

“What we're doing is supporting
the initiative to get on the bal-
lot and let the voters decide,” said
Councilmember Julie Testa, who
has been asking that the council en-
dorse the initiative for over a year.

“Our community has made very
clear their concerns about the state
overreach,” Testa added. “What this
initiative would do is ... give cities
an opportunity to regain that local

Call me today for
your free, no-
obligation review
of your life
insurance needs!
We represent the
most competitive
and financially
stable insurance
companies and
can find you the
best rate for
your needs.

Our Neighborhood Voices measure would fight back against state housing laws

authority. If there is a state law and
a city has a local ordinance that
conflicts, the local ordinance would
prevail”

Originally on consent calendar,
which are items deemed routine in
nature and typically voted on with-
out discussion, Balch pulled the sup-
port resolution for public discussion
because he had questions about the
consequences of such a measure —
many of which were left unanswered
in his mind after Testa tried to offer
some further information.

“This initiative is a constitutional
amendment and I take that ques-
tion of endorsing a constitutional
amendment very seriously, Balch
said. “We have people putting things
into the record tonight who are not
attorneys and are giving us opinions
based on their understanding”

Balch was referring to when
he tried asking city attorney Dan
Sodergren about things like disputes
between state and city authority, pos-
sible legal litigation costs and possible
state limitations on infrastructure
funding to which Sodergren couldn’t
comment on because he had not yet
reviewed the initiative text.

“That concerns me,” Balch said.
“I have unanswered questions that
I started with to try to clarify as to
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Gene Morgan Insurance Agency
2020 Fourth Street, Livermore
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how it will affect Pleasanton.”

However, Testa attempted to as-
sure the council that proponents
who worked on the initiative with
the Sacramento legislative council
to tighten up the language made it
clear that the constitutional amend-
ment would address land use and
zoning only.

But Brown, who also want-
ed Sodergren and the Attorney
General’s Office to review the initia-
tive text before endorsing it, told the
council that while she does support
grassroots efforts, the ballot measure
might be too optimistic for its goals.

“I think it is Herculean, at best,”
Brown said in regards to the initia-
tive’s goal. “It requires huge sums of
money, an army of volunteers and I
just don't see (Our Neighborhood
Voices) having that”

She also asked why the city would
put itself in that position against
the state at such an early stage
when she said state legislators have
already been taking away local con-
trol for so long.

“(State legislators) have great
power and they’re taking it from cit-
ies, they've done that for years, and
theyre gonna continue to do that,
Brown said. “T agree with the concept
of standing up. I think it’s too early”
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But even though it is at a “step
one” stage in the ballot process,
Testa said it’s still important to stand
up against the state by supporting
Our Neighborhood Voices.

“We need to help them. Theyre a
group of volunteers who have been
carrying water for cities across the
state;” Testa said. “I know it’s what
our community expects of us to
stand up and try and do what we
can to push back on the abuse that
is coming from the state”

She also tried answering questions
from one of the public commenters,
Jocelyn Combs, who told the council
that they shouldn’t adopt the resolu-
tion and should further review it
because it would eliminate all the
legislation that made her accessory
dwelling unit and thousands of other
ADUs throughout the state possible.

ADUs are smaller, secondary
homes that are located on properties
with main residential units.

“The draft initiative deserves more
scrutiny;” Combs said. “It’s confusing
and could be wide-ranging”

But Testa said the initiative wouldn’t
take away ADUs, it would only re-
strict ADUs from being built in areas
that impede on other properties.

“We are losing far more than we
are gaining, and it’s time to stand

In-person or virtual
visits at LPSR Pediatrics
genpeds.stanfordchildrens.org

up. Its just time to say that it’s
gone too far;” she said. “It certainly
doesn’t eliminate our responsibility
to build housing and build afford-
able housing. The laws that are
being passed are just a scam; they’re
not really to produce affordable
housing. They are to require us to
produce market-rate housing”

Our Neighborhood Voices, ac-
cording to Testa, plans on send-
ing its draft text to the Attorney
General’s Office in July in order to
get an official title and summary for
next year’s ballot.

In other business

o While housing development
was brought up a lot during the ini-
tiative vote, the city pushed pause
on discussing its state-mandated
Housing Element, which was con-
tinued after City Manager Gerry
Beaudin said issues arose from one
of the site locations.

Adopted on Jan. 26 by the council,
the city’s sixth Housing Element is
a document that serves as a plan
to address Pleasanton’s mandated
Regional Housing Needs Allocation
counts for new residential units with-
in designated affordability categories.

See NEIGHBORHOOD on Page 10
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Demonstrators protest funding for Santa Rita expansion

Coalition calls for oversight and alternatives to incarceration after fifth death at county jail this year

BY JEANITA LYMAN

group of approximately 50
people from various com-
unity organizations ral-

lied in Oakland on a cloudy Tuesday
morning to decry additional fund-
ing for the Alameda County jail
that has seen dozens of deaths over
recent years along with increasing
scrutiny.

Members of the groups compos-
ing the recently formed Care First
Community Coalition and com-
munity members gathered at the
Alameda County Administrative
Services Building to protest the allo-
cation of additional funds in the pro-
posed budget for the upcoming fiscal
year to Santa Rita Jail in Dublin.

“You can’t get well in a cell. The
supervisors are telling us that they
are more willing to incarcerate
our family members than care for
them. We call for care and treatment
first,” said Glenn Turner of Families
Advocating for the Seriously
Mentally Il (FASMI) in a statement
ahead of the rally.

At the event, Turner detailed the
impact that the alleged mishandling
of her daughter Hazel Turner’s men-
tal health needs during her time in
Santa Rita had on her and her family
— specifically her daughter’s refusal
to accept mental health treatment

after being released, which Turner
said ultimately led to her death.

“My daughter died at 48, just about
three or four years ago, but she had
serious mental illness from her 20s
on,” Turner said.

“That was a long haul, Turner
added. “And eventually she ended up
in Santa Rita for setting fire to a fam-
ily home during psychosis. She spent
a year in Santa Rita. And when peo-
ple are in a psychotic episode, when
they are manic, they are disturbed,
theyre distressed, theyre suffering,
they don’t know what’s going on. So
what do you think happens when
they wind up in Santa Rita? Resisting
arrest — solitary for you”

Turner said that like many people
who are incarcerated at Santa Rita,
her daughter was there for months.
Despite ultimately being treated with
effective medication before her re-
lease, Turner said that she watched
her daughter rapidly spiral down-
ward, refusing medical care of any
kind after her time behind bars, and
spending years on the streets be-
fore Turner managed to get her into
housing.

“After my daughter died I thought
‘now I have some energy,” Turner
said. “I don't have to work all the
time. I'm going to fight for justice ...
that’s it, that's my new job.”

THE cITY oF PLEASANTON

City Council Meeting

200 Old Bernal Ave.

Community Development

recycling related expenses

HIGHLIGHTS

Tuesday, June 20, 2023, at 7:00 p.m.
The meeting will be held at the City Council Chamber —

e Public Hearing — Adopt resolutions approving the 2023/24
annual assessments for Landscape Maintenance Districts 1984-1
(Ponderosa-Del Prado), 1993-1 (Windsor), 1993-2 (Bonde Ranch),
1994-1 (Oak Tree Farm) and 1995-1 (Moller Ranch)

e Continued from June 6, 2023 - Public Hearing — Adopt
a resolution amending the adopted Land Use Element and
20283-2031 (6th Cycle) Housing Element of the General Plan in
response to comments from the State Department of Housing and

¢ |ntroduction of proposed Memorandum of Understanding
between the Livermore-Pleasanton Fire Department Joint Powers
Authority and the International Association of Battalion Chiefs,
Local 1974 with term ending June 30, 2025
e Consideration of the following Waste and recycling matters:
a. Consider and adopt a resolution to approve rates for solid
waste, recyclable materials, and organic materials collections for
Fiscal Year 2023/2024 as required by the Franchise Agreement
between the City and Pleasanton Garbage Service Inc
b. Consider and adopt a resolution to direct that the funds
in the 35-gallon residential cart migration liability account held
by Pleasanton Garbage Service Inc. be remitted to the City by
September 30, 2024, and that those funds be held in the City’s
PGS special revenue reserve Fund 171 to be used for waste and

N PLEASANTON I

To explore more about Pleasanton,

visit us at www.cityofpleasantonca.gov
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Turner and FASMI are among the
numerous activists and community
groups making up Care First, with
the latest rally being the coalition’s
second event, following a vigil and
march outside the doors of Santa
Rita Jail in early April with a crowd
of approximately 75 people.

At the time of the April vigil, the
jail had reported four deaths in
2023 and 66 total since 2014. Since
then, the death toll this year has
risen to five, following the death of
Eric Magana, a homeless man from
Livermore, on April 27.

Barbara Doss, whose son Dujuan
Armstrong died while incarcerated at
Santa Rita in 2018, also said that she
was dedicated to seeking justice for
her child and pushing lawmakers to
find alternatives to incarceration and
oversee the jail and sheriff’s office.

“We have a mental health crisis
going on in the jail system;” Doss
said. “We have murders going on in
the jail system. And you want to give
them money? I don't think so”

Doss along with other family
members of Armstrong’s, including
his two children, were plaintiffs in
a subsequent lawsuit filed by civil
rights attorney John Burris in 2019
that settled in March.

“We need to be first of all holding
these officers accountable for what
they have been doing, Doss said.
“You want to give money away? Give
it to mental health care. Give it to the
people who ain’t got no home. Give
it to the people that’s in Santa Rita to
get out of Santa Rita”

Doss said that nearly five years
later, she still had questions about
her sons death that had not been
answered in court proceedings or
elsewhere.

“From a Friday to a Sunday, he
was supposed to come home,” Doss
said. “Tm waiting on my baby, I'm
cooking dinner ... They didn’t come
to my house until 8:35 that evening
on Sunday to tell me my child was
deceased”

While a class action lawsuit filed
against the county in 2018 ultimately
yielded a settlement that included a
commitment to accountability and
oversight of the jail in 2021, as did
pressure from activists during pro-
tests in the wake of the murder of
George Floyd by Minneapolis police
officer Derek Chauvin in 2020, Care
First organizers said that the Board of
Supervisors had failed to implement
any significant measures.

“When the county says we need
money for housing; we need money
for mental health care; we need
money for substance use treatment
— theres a rule, an unwritten rule
that the county administrator says if
you want to get that money you have
to identify an outside source for that
money, said John Lindsay-Poland,
of the American Friends Service
Committee.

“So even though after the George
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Barbara Doss speaks at Tuesday’s protest about the death of her son Dujuan
Armstrong during a weekend in Santa Rita Jail in 2018.

Floyd protests in 2020 there was a
forensic thing that was introduced
for $50 million annually in men-
tal healthcare in the county and the
Board of Supervisors says that sounds
really great, wheres the money? And
there wasn't any money from an out-
side source, so they have not funded
it,” he continued.

In particular, activists at this week’s
rally were protesting a proposed $80
million expansion for Santa Rita that
was added as part of the proposed
budget for the upcoming fiscal year,
which supervisors heard a presen-
tation on during a special meet-
ing at 3 p.m. Of the total pricetag,
nearly $27 million would come from
county funds, according to Care First
organizers.

“How can Alameda County justify
spending $27 million to fund the ex-
pansion of a jail with a track record
of negligence and abuse? We're sick
and tired of hearing that there’s no
money for resources like permanent
supportive housing and full service
partnerships,” said Joy George of
Restore Oakland Inc. “These asks are

not aspirational, they are essential to
providing stability and community
safety”

A spokesperson for District 1
Supervisor David Hauberts office
said that they had no comment on
the rally but supported everyone’s
right to protest and were open to
Care First’s core mission. District 4
Supervisor Nate Miley’s office did not
return a request for comment as of
Tuesday evening.

While it has only been over the
past year that a range of community
and activist groups raising concerns
about deaths at Santa Rita have come
together to form Care First, speakers
at Tuesday’s rally emphasized that
they would be continuing to make
their message heard by public of-
ficials, and would continue to push
for funding for mental health care
and affordable housing in the county
rather than increased spending on
the jail and sheriff’s office.

Doss and Turner were comparing
stories and discussing next steps as
the crowd dissipated at approxi-
mately 11:30 a.m. m

TAKE US ALONG
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Happy Father’s

Day: Young Francis
Walsh visits his
parents’ alma mater,
American University,

| during a family trip to
Washington, D.C. this
spring — and of course
his dad, editorial
director Jeremy Walsh,

brought the Weekly
along for the ride.

To submit your
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entry, email your
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pleasantonweekly.com.
Be sure to identify who
is in the photo (names
listed from left to
right), the location, the
date and any relevant
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Robeks celebrates one-year reopening anniversary

With community support, Sunny Koo keeps business running after husband’s sudden death

By CIERRA BAILEY

ivermore business owner
LSunny Koo greeted patrons

and community leaders
with outstretched arms Monday
to celebrate a triumphant year at
her Robeks smoothie shop located
downtown.

Robeks has been a First Street
staple for the past 16 years, serving
fruit juices and healthy bites, but
its doors almost closed for good
last year after Koo’s husband Hojay,
who was originally the franchisee
of the business, died unexpectedly.

“Right after he passed away, I had
to come here to get something and
when I walked in, the first thing I
saw was his dirty apron. So right
there I was like, I can’t do this. I
didn't think I could come back
to work every single day and not
think about him and how much he
worked so hard for 15 years,” Koo
told Livermore Vine.

“So I said, you know what? I'm
going to sell this and walk away,’
she added.

Once word got around that Koo
was planning to close up shop,

CIERRA BAILEY

Owner Sunny Koo celebrates one year back in business at Robeks in

downtown Livermore.

neighboring businesses, longtime
customers and others in the com-
munity came together to encourage
Koo to keep the store going. “All
my friends, all the business owner

neighbors and the community kept
saying, ‘don’t give it up,” she said,
adding that they reminded her that
the business is part of her husband’s

legacy.

“It’s like a family,” Koo said of her
supporters. “I've been seeing ev-
eryone like the high school sweet-
hearts who come and have dates
here and grab a smoothie, then they
get married and have kids and they
come back?”

Reflecting back on the many
years of memories and embrac-
ing the motivation from others
prompted Koo to decide to reopen
after being closed for five months.
“It was a journey but I did it,” she
said.

She attended Robeks’ corporate
training to learn all the aspects of
the business and even started wear-
ing Hojay’s reading glasses so he
could be with her and help her see
her way through the difficult times.

A year has gone by since Robeks’
reopening and during that time, in
addition to learning about the busi-
ness, Koo said she has had to learn
some technical and mechanical
skills in order to figure out how to
fix aging machines and appliances
that endured more than a decade of
wear and tear.

“By the time a year has passed by,

I'm like a handywoman,” Koo said
with a laugh, adding that neighbor-
ing business owners and Google
have helped her along the way.

To formally mark the one-year
reopening, Koo and her team
held a happy hour-style event on
Monday, featuring samples of their
Wailea Watermelon Mint smoothie
and live music by singer Horatio
Monroe. Mayor John Marchand
and Livermore Downtown Inc.
Executive Director Ruby Lopez-
Villarreal each shared brief re-
marks, highlighting Koo resilience
and bravery.

Additionally, Koo held a fund-
raiser for the Livermore Valley Joint
Unified School District as part of
the celebration. From the entire
day’s sales, 20% of the proceeds will
be donated to the district.

Koo is now a single mother of
two, with one child still attending
school in Livermore. Throughout
this difficult year, Koo said her son’s
teachers and administrators were a
tremendous help. The fundraiser,
she said, is her way of saying thank
you and giving back. m

BUDGET

Continued from Page §

dissenting, came after a long dis-
cussion on how city budgets work
and why things like an expanded
skate park and renovations to the
historic Century House would not
dip into funds for things like police
salaries or water infrastructure.

“We’ve had an uptick in public
comments about how some of our
capital projects relate to our po-
lice officers association contract
as well as investment in our water
system,” Beaudin said.

Beaudin was referring to the
emails he and others on the dais
have received from residents who
either supported certain CIP ame-
nities like the skatepark or who
wanted those projects to be de-
ferred so that money could be
spent on better police salaries and
benefits in light of the Pleasanton
Police Officers Association declar-
ing an impasse during labor con-
tract negotiations.

“Why are we spending cash and
placing the entire burden of the
rehabilitation of the skate park
and the Century House on current
residents?” said Vicki LaBarge, a
longtime resident who suggested
that the city could maybe take out
a loan to pay off those amenities.

“Please don’t take the cash out of
our reserves when we have press-
ing issues,” she added. “It’s time to
stop or pause or rethink the nice
to have amenities and focus on
(our) must have priorities. Rethink
the budget, spend the $10 million
where it’s desperately needed”

The $10 million she referred to

was the total combined funds that
would have come from deferring
the skatepark and Century House.

Another big issue that many
residents wanted to see be funded
instead of the skate park expan-
sion at Ken Mercer Sports Park or
the efforts to restore the 150-year-
old historic Century House, was
Pleasanton’s water infrastructure,
which has seen more PFAS, other-
wise known as forever chemicals,
in the city’s groundwater wells
over the past few years.

“Is all a matter of priorities,”
said Arne Olson, who served on
the Pleasanton City Council from
2014 to 2018. “The four of you
are just bound and determined to
improve that skate park and I don’t
see what it does for infrastructure
in this city when those funds could
be applied to what you say is your
top priority, which is water”

However, Beaudin — along with
several of the other members of
the dais — spent a good amount of
the discussion talking about how
residents have to understand that
money going toward rehabilitating
the skatepark at Ken Mercer or
renovating the Century House is
not taking away money from police
salaries or water infrastructure.

“Setting capital projects up
against police or our water system
is a false dichotomy. We have to
do all of these things,” Beaudin
explained. “Capital projects are
mainly one-time money and while
there are operational and main-
tenance costs associated with a
capital investment, they’re not the
same as the salary and benefits
which live forever in our budget

and are compounded over time.”

He also explained that while the
city could in the future decide to
look at capital or general fund re-
serves as a way to solve near term
financial issues in regards to water
infrastructure, it is not a preferred
route to take.

“If we had a hard time finding
money to start some of those ef-
forts, then we could look at the
capital reserve, essentially, as a
way to do that,” Beaudin said. “We
could also look at the general fund
reserve as a way to solve a near
term financial issue. But that’s not,
again, the preferred approach.”

“There are funding sources avail-
able that are market-driven fund-
ing sources — they’re not internally
moving money around in our pots
of money — that we have available
to allow the water enterprise fund
to get up on its own two feet,” he
added noting the water enterprise
fund that city staff previously said
has been projected to fall below the
minimum reserve level.

One of those sources include
raising its water rates, which the
city is currently working on as part
of a water rate adjustment study.

Councilmember Valerie Arkin
also made the point that even if the
council were to defer certain capi-
tal projects, that money wouldn't
make a dent in the $46 million that
was previously projected for the
construction of a PFAS treatment
and rehabilitation facility, which
the council voted to push pause
on to consider other long term
options.

“I know there have been peo-
ple that have said, well, delay this

project, don’t do this, whatever to
help with the water infrastructure,”
Arkin said. “The option that we
were potentially going to consider
a year ago had a price tag of about
$46 million. So a $5 million, $6
million project, I mean, it can't
even begin to address that”

She also reiterated that the city
is working on looking at long-term
— and even short-term — options
for how to deal with Pleasanton’s
water infrastructure and that they
will continue to do so even after
these budget discussions.

“Whether we (go) forward with
any particular capital project or
not, we are going to address our
water infrastructure issue in the
best way possible,” Arkin said. “It’s
not going to deviate because we
don’t do one capital project or
don’t do the other”

But Balch, much like the last
few budget workshops, held his
ground on opposing the budget
for reasons including economic
uncertainty, revenue projections
not increasing as fast as expense
and inadequate reserves.

“The city’s expenditures are
projected to increase at a faster
rate than the revenue — pure and
simple,” Balch said. “It’s putting
pressure on the budget”

“The city budget indicates there’s
a growing consensus amongst the
economists that recession in the
next 12 to 18 months is likely,
which is the planned period for
this budget,” he added. “The bud-
get relies on assumptions (that)
we have debated them in tedium
and it is okay to disagree and
have a different viewpoint ... Mine

is simply that there are several
(projects) in here that make me
concerned personally”

And while a number of public
speakers showed up to voice their
support for the Century House and
skate park capital projects saying
they are both essential amenities
for all ages, Balch hammered down
on his request to defer those items
until the city can assess those pri-
orities after dealing with the main
one — its water infrastructure.

“I think it would allow us to have
a better clarity as to what were
going to do for our water situation
and how we are going to pay for it
Balch said. “T believe it’s important
to take care of what we have before
we add new amenities.”

“I respect everyone’s opinion on
the Century House and the skate-
board park) he added. “It's not
my concern about what ameni-
ties we choose. I understand that
issue. It's when we choose our
current challenge financially over
any amenity.”

The council majority ultimately
outvoted Balch and approved the
budget, with Mayor Karla Brown
ending the meeting with updates
on how she had worked to obtain
$3 million from the U.S. Rep. Eric
Swalwell’s (D-Livermore) office for
its efforts on PFAS and is currently
working with Assemblymember
Rebecca Bauer-Kahan (D-Orinda)
to obtain another $3 million.

“These monies are going to con-
tinue to come in,” Brown said. “I'm
very proud to do this as a leader
for the city of Pleasanton to do
outreach and to continue to bring
funds into this community.” m
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Three Tri-Valley staffers win Alameda County
Classified Employee of the Year awards

Adams and Larsen from Dublin, Perea-Tellez from Livermore tops countywide

By NicoLE GONZALES

or their outstanding dedica-
F tion and work, three Tri-Valley

school employees have been
honored by the Alameda County
Office of Education, receiving 2023
Classified Employee of the Year
awards.

Staff recognized by Alameda
County were selected from each
school districts respective Classified
Employee of the Year winners in mul-
tiple categories based on job types.
District winners who demonstrated
extreme excellence were then high-
lighted for their work at the county
level.

Out of the 18 total districts in the
county, two staff
members from
Dublin  Unified
School District
and one from
Livermore Valley
Joint  Unified
School District
were recognized.

Sean Adams,
head custodian
of Dublin Elementary School, has
worked at the school site for 12 years.
Adams received the countywide

Sea
Adams

Custodial and Maintenance Services
award for an outstanding attitude and
commitment to school needs.

When describing Adams in a state-
ment, district staff said, “he goes
above and beyond in his work and
engages with students, staff and par-
ents with a smile”

Staff said out of a student body of
800, Adams knows each one by name.

“He is quick to address the con-
cerns of staff and students;” the state-
ment added. “His positive demeanor
brightens everyones day. His proac-
tive actions help provide a safe and
functional environment for staff and
students”

Aside from maintenance duties,
Adams also helps out by teaching
girls’ basketball.

Laura Larsen was DUSD’s second
classified employee to be honored
by Alameda County, in the Health
and Student Services category. Larsen
has worked as a health services as-
sistant for 10 years at Frederiksen
Elementary School.

Larsen was praised by staff for
her care of students with injuries or
illness.

“She is always willing to help any
studentor staff member at Frederiksen

Elementary
School,” staff said
in a statement.
“Her friendliness
to visitors is note-
worthy in help-
ing to meet their
needs or answer
their questions”

“(Larsens) col-
laborative  ap-
proach to working with colleagues,
teachers, families, and administra-
tion has made her an asset to the
Frederiksen school community;” staff
added.

From LVJUSD, Carmen Perea-
Tellez was honored as the county’s top
paraprofessional. Perea-Tellez, who
also earned statewide recognition this
year, provides support as a bilingual
instructional aide, assisting in various
English language development (ELD)
and English learner (EL) programs.

Staff noted that Perea-Tellez often
goes above and beyond to support the
students and teachers she works with.

“Carmen has greatly enhanced the
support provided to EL students at
Livermore High School, and her ef-
forts are having an impact through-
out the district and community;

Laura
Larsen
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LHS staff said.
“She works with
teachers to help
in translating as-
signments and
handouts for EL
students and with
academic coun-
selors to build
students’ sched-
ules with the goal
of better academic outcomes for all
EL students”

Alameda County Superintendent
of Schools Alysse Castro honored the
employees further in a statement.

“I am excited to recognize the
2023 Alameda County Classified
Employees of the Year whose exem-
plary work supports Alameda County
schools everyday,” Castro said. “These
honorees are undeniably committed
and go above and beyond to make
sure students have what they need
to be successful. Their essential roles
ensure students have healthy meals,
reliable transportation, and safe cam-
puses that create conditions where
students can thrive”

Other countywide winners were
Cecilia Franco, Martha Flores and
Belinda Campbell from Oakland

Carmen
Perea-Tellez

Unified School District, Tiong Tan
of Fremont Unified School District,
Theodore Bently of New Haven
Unified School District and Debbie
Rose of Castro Valley Unified
School District. m

NEIGHBORHOOD

Continued from Page 7

After years of deliberation on
which occupied and vacant sites to
zone for potential housing devel-
opment, the city had submitted its
final draft Housing Element on Feb.
14 so that California Department
of Housing and Community
Development (HCD) officials could
review and approve the document.

And despite HCD officials finding
that most of the document complied
with state Housing Element law stat-
utory requirements, the city had re-
ceived a notice letter April 10 noting
that the city needed to make some
additional revisions in order for the
document to be certified — which
have been addressed since then.

However, Beaudin told the coun-
cil at the very beginning of the
June 6 meeting that because of an
issue with one of the site locations,
staff had to postpone bringing the
Housing Element for council review.

He said that while they don’t have
a date yet, they plan on getting it
back in front of the council as soon
as possible. m

Jeremy Walsh

EDITORIAL
DIRECTOR
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PMF AWARD

Continued from Page 5

inducted as an honorary member
of the Special Forces Regiment by
the United States Army John E
Kennedy Special Warfare Center
and School.

“There were only maybe four
women before me — civilians —
that have received this, so it was an
honor for me to be there,” Aryana
said regarding the ceremony,
which was held April 20 at the JFK
Auditorium in Fort Liberty, N.C.
(formerly Fort Bragg).

“(I had) people thanking me,
people who are the generals of the
Army and the defense secretary for
our country ... It was a great feel-
ing,” she added.

Following the beginning of a
revolution in Iran, Aryana moved
to the US. and met up with her
sister and parents who had already
immigrated here. Having left her
ex-husband at the time due to
him being in the Iranian Army,
Aryana arrived in the Bay Area
with one son, one on the way and
no English-speaking skills.

So she did what she knew best
without having any college educa-
tion: She worked in whatever she
could — which ended up being a
cleaning lady at a Carl’s Jr. in east
side San Jose where she eventu-
ally worked her way up to be a

manager at the store while also
learning English.

“From my perspective, I think
she’s achieved a lot more than I
have because I had all the (educa-
tional) background that I needed,
and she did it in spite of not having
it,” said Afsaneh Laidlaw, Aryana’s
sister.

After 11 years at the fast-food
restaurant, Aryana decided it was
time for a change so she worked
in the security business for several
years before opening her own se-
curity business in order to put her
sons through school.

She first got involved with PMF
after her son graduated from
Amador Valley High School and
told her that he wanted to join the
Army. At first, she told him no as
she had wanted him to get a college
degree first — which he did.

After earning his psychology de-
gree, enlisting in the Army and
getting deployed to Afghanistan
21 years ago, Aryana said that not
only did PMF provide her with a
strong support community while
her son was gone, it gave her a
newfound sense of purpose, which
was sending those care packages to
the thousands of troops overseas —
all of who she saw as her own kids.

“These boxes mean so much
when we send them to (the
troops),” she said. “We get many
thank-you letters from them ... and

they appreciate what they get”

“It just absolutely melts my heart
because these are my kids, all of
them, and I couldn’t have done
anything really without the help
of Pleasanton Military Families,”
she added.

And when the news of Aryana
receiving recognition from the
U.S. Army found its way back to
the other PMF members, many of
them said they were not surprised.

“I thought it was extremely well-
deserved,” Pat Frizzell, who helped
restart the support group alongside
PMF founder Chris Miller in 2003,
told the Weekly.

Frizzell, whose son was in the
Marine Corps and was deployed to
Iraq in 2003, said that through her
many roles at PMF — including
formerly as president and co-chair
of the organization — she has seen
Aryana continuously give her all to
the care package efforts.

The pack-outs — which happen
near Easter, Fourth of July and
Christmas — had originally started
out of garages and backyards but
eventually grew so big that they
needed more space.

Now, the group works out of
the Pleasanton Veterans Memorial
Building where they sort, pack-
age and prepare hundreds of boxes
with all kinds of items. The last
pack-out happened just last Friday
where over 150 volunteers filled

IB PROGRAM

Continued from Page 5

The Livermore Valley Joint Unified
School District analyzed the par-
ticipation and cost of the program
and determined that the level of
student interest was too low for the
program to be cost effective.

Students and parents pushed back,
arguing that the districts data was
skewed and misrepresented the level
of interest and value of the program.

The IB program aims to help de-
velop the intellectual, personal, emo-
tional and social skills of students in
order to help create a better and more
peaceful world through intercultural
understanding and respect, according
to the school district’s website. The
program offers rigorous courses and
college-preparatory instruction as
well as weighted grades and capstone
exams that can result in college credit.

In the weeks following the an-
nouncement of its termination, a
group of parents and community
members started working on ways to
save the program, including raising
funds to offset the cost. Conover ac-
knowledged their efforts in his email.

“We appreciate the many creative
ideas that surfaced, both to help
raise funds and to help reduce ex-
penses. We value your support as
we work through these economic
challenges,” he said.

Members of the parent working
group expressed gratitude to the
district for listening to them and
their children and quickly finding
a solution.

“We appreciate that LVJUSD’s
leaders and School Board Trustees
considered the concerns of students,
parents, and community members
who advocated to maintain the IB
program,” said parent Jennifer Wong
in an email to Livermore Vine.

She continued, “It’s a shame that
IB was considered for budget cuts
at all, especially since it has turned
Granada into a destination school.
Over 400 students took at least
one IB class just this year alone. IB
brings revenue into LVJUSD with
the students who commute from
other cities to attend Granada. With
the promotion this week of the first
cohort of students who have com-
pleted the K-8 IB curriculum at Joe
Michell, we are just beginning to see
the impact of offering the full K-12
IB continuum in Livermore schools.
Cutting that now would have been
incredibly short-sighted”

Skye McCloud echoed similar
sentiments.

“The budget numbers given by the
school district were inaccurate and
misrepresented both the cost of the
program and the cost per student.
This gives us more time to look at
the facts and determine the reality.
It is a wonderful opportunity to have
the school and community work to-
gether to get the program running
even better at Granada. IB has put
Granada on the map, bringing in stu-
dents from other districts and attract-
ing families to Livermore. Keeping IB
is positive for the future of both the
district and the city;” McCloud said.

Wong also noted that the group is

hopeful that the district and com-
munity can work together to sus-
tain the program indefinitely.

“The IB Parents’ Working Group
is optimistic for the future of the
program at Granada. We hope to
partner with the school and district
leadership to identify and imple-
ment strategies to strengthen and
support IB at Granada over the
long term,” she said.

LVJUSD officials told the Weekly
that they are reducing the financial
impact of the IB Diploma Programme
by discontinuing non-required ele-
ments and limiting course offerings.

“This will allow us to continue
to offer the courses that have high
student interest, such as History
of the Americas and Language and
Literature, to all juniors and seniors
regardless of their interest in pursu-
ing an IB diploma, while stream-
lining diploma-specific course re-
quirements in order to maintain
class sizes that keep our budget
intact,” district officials said.

However, they noted that even
with a streamlined IB program, ad-
ditional costs remain to be able to
offer this option to students.

The district said it will need to ad-
dress these costs through reductions
in expenditures in other areas or in-
creases in resources. Parents who have
expressed interest in raising funds for
the IB program have been directed
to connect with the Livermore Valley
Education Foundation, a nonprofit
organization that provides funding
to support a variety of needs for the
benefit of LVJUSD students. m

the main hall inside the build-
ing to help package and send 179
care packages to troops in places
like South Korea, Colombia, Iraq,
Qatar and Japan.

But even with the hundreds of
volunteers helping write cards and
move boxes, Frizzell said Aryana
is still there because, like herself,
they both see the organization as
a family and do the work because
they care about all the troops and
their families.

“She does what she does out of
love, it’s a passion for her;” Frizzell
said. “She never expects or wants
any kind of acknowledgement for
what she does. It’s just part of who
she is”

Denise Harper, current president
of PMEF, told the Weekly that she’s
also just as proud to hear that
Aryana had received the recogni-
tion she deserves, especially be-
cause of the fact Aryana doesn't
just oversee the shipping of the
packages.

“She’s out there not only with
our custom forms and taking care
of our pack-out — she’s working
behind the scenes in knitting caps,
beanies during every year she’s
been doing this,” Harper said.

“I know that she’s a very shy
person and she doesn’t like recog-
nition like this, because she just
feels this is her duty to do for our
troops, because of what they do for

us,” Harper added. “To me, that’s
the bottom line of ... who (Aryana)
is!

Laidlaw also pointed out that
without her nephew, Aryanas son
who is now a command sergeant
major in the Special Forces, some
of this would have been possible
because he helps out with being
that source of information as
to where the troops are located
overseas.

“Because her son knew where
people were, and how to contact
them ... in crazy places, like in the
middle of nowhere in Afghanistan,
in Syria, in Iraq, I mean, places
that it’s extremely difficult to reach,
without his help none of this would
have been possible,” Laidlaw said.

But at the end of the day, it
was thanks to being nominated
by those same soldiers and troops,
that Aryana was able to be recog-
nized. While she is just happy that
her son is safe, she hopes to contin-
ue providing for those young sol-
diers whose families might still be
worried as they serve their country
overseas.

“Since I joined, I have never
left)” she said. “And I will be (with
Pleasanton Military Families) as
long as they need me because we
still have kids in a bunch of places.
Even though the war is over, we
still have kids that are not with
their parents and families” m

with cancer.

their hero.

Foundation (cff.org).

Ronald Lawrence Reed

Resident of Pleasanton
March 28, 1944 - June 8, 2023

Ronald “Ron” Reed, beloved husband, father, grandfather,
and great-grandfather, passed away peacefully at age 79 on
Thursday, June 8, 2023, after a recent and aggressive battle

Born and raised in San Francisco, he attended Balboa
High School and joined the Marine Corps in 1965. He ac-
tively served for four years as a sea-going Marine Sergeant
and was proud to work closely alongside Vice Admiral B.
Roeder and Vice Admiral L. Ramage, both Commanders of
the First Fleet. At the end of his term, he became a tradesman
for the sheet metal workers for two years before becoming
a Burlingame Police Officer in January of 1971. During his
law enforcement career, he served as Watch Commander,
SW.AT. Team Leader, K-9 Officer, Field Training Officer,
and Hostage Team Negotiator. After 37 years, he retired and
spent the remainder of his life with his family and serving
as the unofficial “Mayor” of his neighborhood. Ron enjoyed
camping, gardening, tinkering around the house, and doting
on his grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Ron is survived by his loving wife, Judie; devoted children
Darcy Diaz (Ray) of Redwood City and Tom Reed (Alberta)
of Tracy; grandchildren Heather Lemos (Christopher “Budd”)
and Dalton Diaz of Redwood City, Jordan Reed of Riverbank,
and David Saucedo and Nicolas Perez of Tracy; great-children
Callie Lemos and Brody Lemos. His generous and desire-to-
serve-others spirit will be missed by all who had the pleasure
to know and love him. For many, he will be remembered as

Close friends and family are invited to attend his Celebration
of Life scheduled for Saturday, June 24 at 2 pm at Graham-
Hitch Mortuary, 4167 First Street, Pleasanton. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations may be made in his honor to the Cystic Fibrosis

PAID OBITUARY
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he Alameda County Fair makes

its annual return to the Pleasanton

fairgrounds this weekend, bringing
its classic slate of summer fun to the heart of
the Tri-Valley over the next 3-1/2 weeks.

Opening this Friday (June 16) and running
through July 9, the fair is open Wednesdays to
Sundays from noon to 11 p.m. Operating days
and hours will remain the same throughout
the duration of the fair, with the exception
of July 3 and 4 in which the fair will be open
from noon to 8 p.m.

Held vyearly, the fair brings a collection of
exciting activities to the Alameda County
Fairgrounds, including carnival rides, food,
concerts, horse racing, artistic and agricultural
exhibits, special events and more summer fun.

Notable main attractions for opening
weekend include the Nathan’s Famous Hot
Dog Eating Contest West Coast qualifiers on
Saturday, Father’s Day offerings on Sunday,
the “Out at the Fair” LGBTQ+ pride celebra-
tion on Sunday, and Con Funk Shun, Yachtley
Crew-The Titans of Soft Rock and Bee Gees
Gold on the concert stage.

Megan Kreider, an Alameda County Fair
marketing representative, spoke to the Weekly
about the upcoming events and attractions.

“The coolest thing is there is a little bit of
something for everybody. I think thats what
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makes the fair so special: No matter who you
are or what you like, we have something for
you,” Kreider said.

To kick off the opening weekend, or-
ganizers have planned fireworks and a
drone show — in addition to the many
familiar sights, sounds and tastes.

“Some classics we have are our pig
races that are a huge hit every year.
They’re always a crowd favorite and
something that people look forward to
every year, Kreider said. “We also have live
horse racing back for opening weekend, it’s
always a big reason people come back every
year. It’s a historic race track”

Kreider shared that on Father’s Day, the first
1,000 fathers that enter through fair gates will
receive a free “drink koozie” as a gift.

“That’s our way of celebrating fathers this
year with a little gift as they come through the
gates,” she said.

Along with the various live events visitors
can catch while on the fairgrounds, a diverse
series of music performances will offer ad-
ditional entertainment throughout the fair’s
2023 run.

“For our nightly concerts we have a re-
ally good lineup this year. We have something
for everyone,” Kreider said. “We have E-40,
Night Ranger, Joe Nichols, Jesse McCartney

. o

|

L\

=

and so many more.
There’s something spe-
cial about being in that amphi-
theater in summer now too.”

Aside from the major live events, visitors
can indulge in plenty of fair food fun. Kreider
shared that all of the regular fair food will be
there, along with some new items.

“The No. 1 reason people come back is the
food. You can get your classic corn dogs and

Carnival rides are among
the main draws at the
Alameda County Fair in

Pleasanton each year. (Left and
background photos courtesy of

Alameda County Fair; below photo
is Weekly file photo).

P D

funnel cakes as always,” Kreider said. “This
year we also have some new ones. We've got
spam musubi, a deep-fried ice cream taco and
then we also have a Dragon Dog this year”
The Dragon Dog, the fair's newest item, is
a hot dog dipped in corn dog batter, rolled



STORY

Clockwise from top left: Other favorite attractions at

the fair include horse racing (photo courtesy Alameda
County Fair), creative performers such as clowns on
stilts (Weekly file photo), fried foods galore (Weekly
file photo) and livestock exhibitions (photo courtesy
Alameda County Fair).

in Takis crumbs
and topped with N
hot sauce.

“People come for the clas-
sics, but we always try to give some-
thing new so something to look forward to

every year, she added.

Kreider’s tenure with the fair began in 2017
when she started as an intern. When reflecting
on her time since then and now as a full-time
staff member, she expressed gratitude for her
position.

“Being behind the scenes and realizing what
it takes to put on such a large event is awe-
some, she said of her work experience with
the fair. “Just to see the hard work everybody
puts into it is amazing. It's one thing to see
it all get planned and set up, but it's another
thing when people are actually here and en-
joying the fair which is why I love work-
ing here and being here every day”

Like many Pleasanton natives,
visiting the fair became a sum- 4
mer staple for Kreider in her ‘
youth.

“I've been coming here -
since I was a kid. I grew /# ™

] y =
up here in Pleasanton,
so I've been a fair-goer as
long as I can remember;’
she said.

Above all, fair organiz-
ers hope visitors can enjoy
themselves and make life-
long memories.

“I think the biggest take-
away for guests is the memories
that are made here, whether you're
a thrill seeker and you're on the rides
with your friends, or you get to try a crazy
fair food item like the Dragon Dog,” Kreider
said. “For us, it’s all about being a big part of

&

|

the community. It's the lasting memories that
people make here”

“We pride ourselves here about being all
about the community. The fair is a place
where people keep coming back every year,
they’re making memories,” Kreider added. “A
lot of people we talked to say they come back
every year with their families”

For more information and the full events
schedule, visit the Alameda County Fair’s
official website at annual.alamedacountyfair.
com. m
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Livermore to host main

Tri-Valley event for

holiday marking end of slavery in U.S.

BY JEANITA LYMAN
ocal arts and community organizers
L are gearing up to host an array of per-
formers and speakers this weekend in
the region’s main event celebrating the end
of slavery in the United States.

The Tri-Valley Juneteenth Festival has
a jam-packed lineup aimed at showcasing
Black voices, artists, organizations and busi-
nesses throughout the morning and after-
noon on Saturday, followed by an evening
dance battle.

The event is organized by Livermore Valley
Arts and Tri-Valley for Black Lives (TV4BL),
which was formed in 2020 and put on the
first major Juneteenth event in the region
that year.

“Tri-Valley for Black Lives is excited to
be organizing our third annual Juneteenth
Festival, to create and expand space for Black
joy within our community;” TV4BL member
Isaiah Campbell said. “We seek to uplift Black
creators, performers and entrepreneurs from
the surrounding area so we can connect and
celebrate our community.”

Juneteenth is the longest-standing nation-
al celebration of the end of slavery in the
United States, marking the date that a Union
Army general arrived in Galveston, Texas, on

T P 3
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June 19, 1865 to demand that the remain-
ing enslaved Black people in the state be set
free in accordance with the Emancipation
Proclamation that had been ordered by
President Abraham Lincoln approximately
two years prior.

President Joe Biden issued a proclamation
marking June 19 as a federal holiday, mak-
ing this year the third Juneteenth recognized
federally and the 157th anniversary of the
celebration.

“I have been in Livermore for almost 25
years, and I'm excited because this Juneteenth
I can feel a collective resurgence of finally
feeling like people who look like me belong
here,” said Faith Alpher, who is emceeing the
event for the second year in a row.

Alpher is an educational speaker, actor and
comedian as well as a radio personality with
Portland-based Alpha Media.

The festival will kick off with introductions
from Alpher and Livermore Valley Arts or-
ganizers at 10 a.m., followed by words from
Pastor Dr. Rick Perry at 10:15 a.m., with Alise
Bradford and Moving Van closing out the first
portion of the day’s festivities starting at 10:25
a.m. and ending with a 10:40 a.m. break.

The music is set to continue with Benton
Smith at 10:50 a.m. and Horatio Monroe at

COURTESY TV4BL

Justin A. Metoyer Mullon, also known as JAMM the Artist, is showcasing his work again at this

year’s Juneteenth Festival.

11:05 a.m., followed by a talk from educator,
speaker, and entrepreneur Kei-Che Randle
at 11:20 a.m. then dancers Imani Prior and
Mikiah Aubert at 11:35 a.m. before an 11:45
a.m. break.

Dancers are set to take to the stage again
at the start of the afternoon, with PUSD step
dance team Full Force Steppers at noon, fol-
lowed by speaker Shana Peete at 12:10 p.m.
and the Jelani Noble trio at 12:20 p.m. before
a 12:50 p.m. break.

Berkeley author and storyteller Tina Jones
Williams is set to take to the stage subse-
quently at 1 p.m.

“Celebrations like Juneteenth are an op-
portunity to draw on our cultural unshakable
joy, expand upon it and share it with others,”
Williams said.

With Williams being the last of the three
speakers in the lineup, musicians and dancers
are set to close out the rest of the afternoon.

Singer Aisea Taimani is set to perform at
1:30 p.m., followed by a 2:30 p.m. perfor-
mance from Ashley Jemison then a 2:45 p.m.
performance from dancers Malik Chauhan
and Jessica Thomas. The African dance

ensemble is set to close out the day’s perfor-
mances starting at 3 p.m.

In addition to the range of performances
and discussions, the festival will showcase
and celebrate Black-owned businesses offer-
ing a variety of food and shopping options,
as well as community organizations and
artists.

“Art is a bridge between our conscious-
ness and the world we live in,” said Justin A.
Metoyer Mullon, one of the vendors set to
showcase his multimedia art and offer edu-
cation at the festival. “We create that world
together every day. Creating art that people
value brings me joy. I'm participating in this
Festival to continue broadening the scope of
a world where my community is joyful, loved,
respected, and creative.”

The Tri-Valley Juneteenth Festival is sched-
uled from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday (June
17) at the Bankhead Theater Plaza at 2400
First St. in Livermore. The event is free,
family-friendly and open to the public.

The festival is followed immediately by
the “East Bay Get Down” dance battle from
4-8 p.m. m

COURTESY TV4BL

Clockwise from top left: Las Positas College is sponsoring the Tri-Valley Juneteenth Festival again
this year. The festival celebrates Black-owned businesses. A youth storytime at a previous Juneteenth
Festival in the Bankhead Plaza. Speaker, comedian and radio persona Faith Alpher is emceeing the
festival for a second year in a row. Tri-Valley Haven is among the community organizations that

participated with a booth at last year.
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Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir
performing in Livermore

Bankhead show to share ‘resiliency, joy and strength
of the African American community’

BY JEREMY WALSH
ri-Valley audiences will have
I the opportunity to experi-
ence Black gospel and spiri-
tual music performed by one of
the Bay Area’s premier groups next
week.

Founded more than 35 years
ago by Terrance Kelly, the Oakland
Interfaith Gospel Choir aspires to
a mission of musical diversity and
inclusion through concerts at public,
commercial and faith venues as well
as schools, shelters, prisons and other
underserved or institutionalized au-
diences, according to its website.

“Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir
will celebrate Juneteenth with ex-
perience and music that brings and
shares the resiliency, joy and strength
of the African American commu-
nity; Livermore Valley Arts officials
said ahead of the groups concert at
the Bankhead Theater.

“This diverse, inclusive group takes
us through a gospel music journey
— introducing different styles of
Black gospel music, and connect-
ing it to the Freedom Songs of the
Civil Rights Movement and to music
today,” LVA reps added. “Get ready to
stand up, clap, and even sing along”

With Kelly continuing to serve
as artistic director, the full choir
performs 25 to 30 times per year
and includes nine to 15 singers
representing the organization at ad-
ditional events, with performance
highlights including the governor’s
tree lighting, inauguration ceremo-
nies, jazz festival tours, and annual
appearances with the Oakland and
San Francisco symphonies, accord-
ing to the LVA.

The choir is driven by beliefs in-
cluding “that the song has the power
to transform lives and to unite peo-
ple across differences, that a culture

COURTESY LVA

The Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir will be in concert at the Bankhead

Theater in Livermore on June 23.

of inclusion challenges each of us to
be a positive agent of change ... and
that everyone has a unique voice,
and that every voice is important,
according to its website.

The show is set for 8 p.m. next
Friday (June 23) at the Bankhead
in downtown Livermore. Visit
livermorearts.org for tickets and
more information. m

Trinity Concert Series honoring former pastor and musician

‘Music for Organ and Choir’ to highlight the instrument and classical composers

BY NicOLE GONZALES

s part of an ongoing con-
cert series, Trinity Lutheran
Church is set to honor one

of its most prominent and talented
former members.

In tribute to late pastor and organ
player Estrella Macute Echavez,
the church has planned “Music for
Organ and Choir by Fauré, Poulenc,
Duruflé, Saint-Saéns, Bach and
Mayernik” as part of its Trinity
Concert Series. Areté Singers will
perform the music of famous com-
posers such as Gabriel Fauré, Francis
Poulenc, ].S. Bach and others.

Held at the Trinity Lutheran
Church on the edge of downtown
Pleasanton, the concert takes place
next Saturday (June 24) at 7 p.m.
Concert composer Luke Mayernik
and members of the Echavez family
will host a pre-concert talk at 6:30
p.m.

Conductors Timothy Echavez
Salaver, Leandra Ramm, Mary jo
Malabuyo, Irene Cheng and Jennifer
Liu will perform alongside Mayernik
for the concert.

According to church members,
the concert series exists as a way to
provide quality and affordable music
performances for the public.

The late Echavez was known as
a pastor, artist, activist and musi-
cian. She belonged to several San
Francisco-based churches including
Wesley Methodist Church where she
played organ and piano from 1957
to 1977.

Church staff have said Echavez
inspired conductor Salaver’s deep
appreciation for classical music and
organ.

“Pastor Echavez was also a gifted
organist and pianist who played in
several San Francisco churches in the
1950s through the 1970s,” concert
organizers said in a statement. “She
inspired conductor Salavers lifelong
love of classical music”

Aside from her music, Echavez
was known as a champion of Asian-
American equality and actively
created opportunities within her
community.

“Estrella was the founder and pres-
ident of the Philippine-American
Cultural Foundation, which worked
with the city of San Francisco and
local churches to produce cultural
events for the Filipino community;’
church members said of her dedi-
cation. “She was recognized by the
California State Senate for her work
in supporting and promoting the

minority populations in the city
of San Francisco and the state of
California”

A fellow organist, Mayernik will
be debuting his original “Missa de
Octava” for the event. Church staff
noted his extensive musical skills in
the same statement.

“Luke Mayernik is an award-win-
ning composer, organist, pianist,
harpsichordist, improviser and col-
laborative artist,” Trinity staff said.

A graduate of The San Francisco
Conservatory of Music, Mayernik
has achieved national acclaim for
his professional music compositions
and improvisation pieces.

Trinity Churchs resident vocal en-
semble, Areté Singers, was founded
in 2016 by musical director and
composer Salaver. The group has
continued to perform regularly for
events across the region and greater
Bay Area.

“The singers have performed for
the SF 49ers, at wineries in Napa
and Sonoma, at many tree light-
ings and for numerous senior care
facilities,” concert organizers said.
“At Christmas you may have heard
and seen Areté Singers somewhere
throughout the greater San Francisco
Bay area performing as Christmas

carolers dressed in Dickens or holi-
day-themed costumes”

Among the ensemble are mem-
bers of the San Francisco Symphony,
San Francisco Opera, Livermore

Valley Opera and others performing
arts groups.

To find out more about the Trinity
Concert Series or upcoming perfor-
mances, visit trinitypleasanton.org. m

Luke Wenceslas

Mayernik

Mary jo Malabuyo

Timothy Echavez
Salaver

Irene Cheng

Leandra Ramm

Jennifer Liu
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The Trinity Concert Series’ “Music for Organ and Choir” will feature the

above conductors.

Outdoor summer series back in Danville

Moonlight Movies and Music in the Park

BY JEANITA LYMAN
he town of Danville is
Thosting two series of out-
door events this summer,
with the lineups for both newly
announced.

With four events each, the line-
up for this year’s Music in the
Park and Midnight Movies will
see outdoor entertainment on tap
in Danville every Friday evening
through the start of August.

“Gather friends and family for
the return of the annual town
of Danville Music in the Park
and Moonlight Movies outdoor
entertainment series,” town of-
ficials said. “Make a picnic or
pick up dinner from your favorite
Danville spot and enjoy an eve-
ning outside”

The Moonlight Movies series
kicks off this Friday (June 16)
with a showing of “Shang-Chi and

the Legend of the Ten Rings.” The
biweekly screenings continue with
“Lightyear” on June 30, followed
by “The Emperor’s New Groove”
on July 14 and “The Karate Kid”
on July 28.

All four events will begin at the
Town Green with entertainment
and activities at 6:30 p.m., fol-
lowed by film screenings begin-
ning at approximately 8:15 p.m.
during sunset.

Music in the Park starts on June
24 with a performance by pop/
indie artist Jason Westfall, fol-
lowed by cover band the Shania
Twain Experience on July 8, R&B,
soul and funk artists Project 4 on
July 22 and Unauthorized Rolling
Stones on Aug. 5.

All four concerts run from 6-8
p-m. with a 20-minute intermis-
sion. The first three shows in the
series are scheduled for Oak Hill

Park, with parking available at the
adjacent community center and
at the Monte Vista High School
Parking Lot.

The Aug. 5 show is set for the
Town Green, with parking avail-
able at the Village Theatre and
Front Street parking lots. Front
Street will be closed to traffic for
the final show in the series, with
guests being encouraged to arrive
and park early.

All of the events in both outdoor
series are free and open to the
public, with guests being invited
to bring their own food and bever-
ages, plus blankets and chairs. m
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POLICE BULLETIN

Second teen charged
in fentanyl overdose
death in Dublin

A young Dublin woman is facing
a criminal charge in federal court
after authorities allege she sold illicit
fentanyl pills that are believed to be
the cause of a fatal overdose last sum-
mer — the same investigation that
resulted in an indictment against an
Alamo teen earlier this year.

Jianna Coppedge, 19, appeared in
court on May 24 to face the charge
laid out in a criminal complaint that
was unsealed that same day alleging
reasonable grounds to believe that
she sold fentanyl-laced tablets that
resulted in an overdose death in
Dublin on July 7, 2022.

The complaint against Coppedge
appears to stem from the same po-
lice response and investigation that
led to a charge in February against
Ozymandias Troy Watson, an
18-year-old Alamo resident, which
found apparent interactions between
the two teens before the overdose
death last summer and led to the
charges brought against them this
year.

Watson appears to be accused of
having provided pills to Coppedge
that she then sold to the overdose vic-
tim, according to court documents.

A Dublin Unified School District
spokesperson confirmed that a stu-
dent by Coppedges name gradu-
ated from Valley High School last
year. Watson had been a student
at Monte Vista High School in
Danville, according to a San Ramon
Valley Unified School District
spokesperson.

Attorneys listed for Coppedge
and Watson have not responded to
requests for comment on the sep-
arate cases. It is unclear whether
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prosecutors in Alameda County
have reviewed the investigation for
potential local charges related to the
underlying death. The victim’s iden-
tity has not been revealed to date.

The complaint against Coppedge
was filed by U.S. Drug Enforcement
Administration ~ Special Agent
Anthony Guzman, who provides
testimony and evidence related to
a joint investigation between the
administration and Dublin Police
Services into the circumstances sur-
rounding the overdose death.

In particular, Guzman argues in
the complaint that Coppedge knew
the pills in question contained fen-
tanyl and that she knowingly dis-
tributed them ahead of the fatal
overdose.

The investigation began when
Dublin police responded to an un-
conscious person in his bedroom at
his home in Dublin early on July 7,
2022 after a relative called 911, with
the victim being pronounced dead at
1:41 a.m. that morning.

Detectives found a white powdery
substance in the victims bedroom
along with a container holding two
“M30” pills that were found to con-
tain fentanyl upon laboratory analy-
sis by the DEA, according to the
federal complaint.

“Based on their training and ex-
perience, detectives suspected the
victim purchased counterfeit oxyco-
done pills and ingested them, caus-
ing the fatal overdose;,” Guzman said
in the unsealed complaint.

Upon reviewing the victim’s cell-
phone and Instagram account, in-
vestigators allegedly found messages
via the social media platform be-
tween him and an account that was
identified as belonging to Coppedge
including a conversation that had
occurred the day before the overdose
death on July 6, 2022.

“Lemme get 4” the victim said in
a message at 10:10 p.m. the evening
before he was found dead by police,
according to Guzman. After negoti-
ating the price and quantity, the vic-
tim agreed to meet with the account
owner, believed to be Coppedge,
with the conversation ending upon
the apparent arrival of both at a
meeting spot at 11:44 p.m.

Surveillance footage accessed by

law enforcement shows the victim
and another man walking toward
Coppedge’s home on Mariposa
Circle, according to Guzmans com-
plaint, before they stop and sit at
a nearby playground at 11:44 p.m.
Coppedge was then seen walking out
of her apartment at 11:45 p.m. and
placing something in the victims
outstretched hand at 11:46 p.m., ac-
cording to Guzman.

“Based on the Instagram messag-
ing conversation, detectives suspect
Victim purchased (3) M30 pills each
for $25, totaling $75,” Guzman said
in the complaint. “Based on training
and experience, detectives know the
cost of ‘M30’ pills varies depend-
ing on different regions. Detectives
know the average cost of an ‘M30 is
approximately $15-20 per pill. Based
on training and experience, detec-
tives believe $25 per pill is a reason-
able price in Dublin, CA?

Police then obtained a search
warrant for Coppedges home and
Instagram account, and confronted
her outside her residence after con-
ducting surveillance on July 9, 2022,
during which they found one “M30”
pill in a bag she was carrying and
eight others in a backpack inside
her home, all of which were found
to contain fentanyl, according to the
special agent.

The evidence provided in the
complaint against Coppedge con-
tains parallels with the evidence cited
in the complaint against Watson in
February, with the complaint against
Coppedge highlighting samples of a
conversation she had with someone
referred to as “OW” in order to
obtain pills that were sold to the vic-
tim. The complaint against Watson
includes samples of an identical ex-
change with someone referred to as
“IC”

In an exchange via Instagram
messenger and text message the af-
ternoon of July 6, 2022, Coppedge
appears to have a conversation about
meeting up to obtain pills from
“OW’, noting that she had already
sold “half today” and is “so far at 580
this week,” according to Guzmans
complaint.

The complaint against Watson,
which was filed on Feb. 10 and
unsealed on Feb. 21, lays out a

description of the same initial cir-
cumstances that spurred the inves-
tigation and complaint involving
Coppedge — the DPS response to
the July 7 overdose, in which a vic-
tim was pronounced dead at the
scene and a white powdery sub-
stance along with a container hold-
ing two “M30” pills was found in his
bedroom.

The earlier complaint also details
the findings of detectives’ search
of the victim’s cellphone and social
media accounts that were obtained on
July 8, 2022 in which he corresponds
with “JC” via the same Instagram
handle alleged to be Coppedge’s in the
complaint against her.

The same conversation unfolds
according to a sample in the com-
plaint against Watson, which begins
with the victim sending a message to
“JC” via Instagram that says “lemme
get4”

“JC texted Watson, stating: ‘got an
$100 in cash’ ‘ima need to cop some-
time before the week cuz I sold half
today. Ill Iyk whenn then u can grab
the money too,” DEA Special Agent
Christine Truong said in the com-
plaint against Watson. “Based on this
text message, detectives believe JC
was asking Watson for more tablets
because she had sold half of what she
had”?

Upon obtaining a search warrant
for Watsons Alamo home on July 13,
2022, detectives found approximate-
ly 130 “M30” pills total according
to Truong’s complaint, which were
found to contain fentanyl upon DEA
laboratory analysis.

“Based on my training and experi-
ence and conversations with experi-
enced agents, the amount of fentanyl
recovered from Watson's residence is
not consistent with personal use, but
for distribution,” Truong said in the
Feb. 10 complaint.

Coppedge faces a maximum pen-
alty of 20 years in prison, lifetime
supervision, and/or up to a $1 mil-
lion fine if found guilty. Her case
is going through the U.S. Northern
District of California Court, with
her initial appearance May 24 before
Magistrate Judge Kandis Westmore
in Oakland.

Watson faces a maximum 20-year
prison sentence and $250,000 fine.

POLICE REPORT

The Pleasanton Police Department made
the following information available.

June 11

Theft

m8:56 a.m. on the 8200 block of
Moller Ranch Drive

m2:23 p.m. on the 7300 block of
Joshua Circle

m4:19 p.m., 1400 block of Stoneridge
Mall Road; shoplifting

m7:03 p.m., 2800 block of Hopyard
Road; shoplifting

Burglary

m8:42 p.m. on the 1000 block of
Sycamore Creek Way

June 10

Theft
m2:03 a.m., 6200 block of Stoneridge
Mall Road; catalytic converter theft

m9:55 a.m. on the 4700 block of
Willow Road
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m1:45 p.m., 1400 block of Stoneridge
Mall Road; shoplifting

m3:57 p.m., 5900 block of Stoneridge
Mall Road; catalytic converter theft

W 5:34 p.m. on the 3800 block of
Brockton Drive

m6:54 p.m. on the 5100 block of
Angelico Court

Drug violation

m4:14 p.m. on the 3900 block of Old
Santa Rita Road

Assault/battery
m4:33 p.m. on the 3000 block of Bernal
Avenue

June 9

Theft

m38:35 a.m. on the 5500 block of
Johnson Drive

m7:30 p.m., 6200 block of Stoneridge
Mall Road; theft from auto

June 8
Fraud

m9:24 a.m. on the 6700 block of Corte
Del Vista

Drug violation

m11:36 a.m. on the 5100 block of
Hopyard Road

Fraud

m2:27 p.m. on the 5100 block of Case
Avenue

Vandalism

m7:29 p.m. on the 7300 block of
Lemonwood Way

Theft

m9:04 p.m. on the 4500 block of
Rosewood Drive

m11:09 p.m. on the 5900 block of Via
Del Cielo

June 7

Theft

m10:22 a.m. on the 3600 block of
Woodbine Way

His arraignment had been set for
May 24, but was rescheduled for
June 23 following a stipulation that
was filed on May 23.
Coppedges case is scheduled for a
status conference on June 22.
—Jeanita Lyman

In other news

o Dublin police confirmed that a
man died after sustaining a self-in-
flicted gunshot wound in the shoot-
ing range at an outdoor recreation
equipment store in the city last week.

Dublin Police Services were called
to Guns, Fishing & Other Stuff on
Amador Plaza Road just after 5 p.m.
June 6 to ascertain the condition of
a possibly suicidal person in the in-
door firearms range part of the store,
according to Capt. Gurvinder Gosal.

When officers arrived at the scene,
they found a man down in one of the
shooting lanes inside the store with a
self-inflicted gunshot wound, Gosal
said. Life-saving measures were per-
formed, but the man — a 35-year-
old from Bay Point whose name
was not released — was pronounced
dead at the store.

“Based on evidence located at the
scene and our ongoing investiga-
tion, there were no signs of foul play
or suspicious circumstances,” Gosal
said. “Our thoughts and prayers go
out to the family and friends of the
victim?”

—Jeremy Walsh

o A fifth employee of the federal
prison in Dublin has been convicted
of sexually abusing inmates, the U.S.
Department of Justice announced
last week.

John Russell Bellhouse, 40, was
accused of sex crimes involving
inmates from 2018 to 2021 at the
Federal Correctional Institute in
Dublin and was found guilty by a
federal jury on five counts against
two female inmates.

Bellhouse, a former correc-
tions officer who used to reside in
Pleasanton, was initially charged
with sexual abuse of an inmate in
February 2022. A federal grand jury
issued a superseding indictment on
Sept. 29, 2022, charging him with
two counts of sexual abuse and three
counts of abusive sexual contact. A
jury convicted him on all counts.

“As an officer in a federal correc-
tion facility, Bellhouse had an ob-
ligation to ensure the safety of all
the persons serving their sentences,’
US. Attorney Ismail Ramsey said.
“Instead, Bellhouse used the power
entrusted to him to serve his own
corrupt purposes.”

Prosecutors have previously con-
victed four other employees of the
Dublin facility for using their power
to sexually assault inmates, and oth-
ers charged with wrongdoing have
cases pending.

Bellhouse’s sentencing hearing is
scheduled for Aug. 30. The former
Pleasanton resident faces a maxi-
mum sentence of 36 years in prison.
He remains out of custody until sen-
tencing, prosecutors said. m

—~Katy St. Clair / Bay City News Service
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GUEST OPINION

By CHERYL CoOK-KALLIO

Council majority acted irresponsibly
with our democracy

n June 6, the Pleasanton

City Council in a 3-2

vote endorsed a draft
proposition put forth by “Our
Neighborhood Voices”, even
though it was a marked draft,
not in final form, and has not
been vetted or reviewed by the
Attorney General. This is prob-
lematic on several fronts.

The proposi-
tion, as written,
would allow a
city council to
pass any land
use or zoning
ordinance in
conflict  with
state law if they
deemed the state law not in the
best interest of the community.
The city ordinance would pre-
vail. If passed, this proposition
would become a constitutional
amendment.

Let that sit a minute. This prop-
osition would allow a city to nul-
lify a state law.

California proposition proce-
dures do not test the legality of
any proposition until it is passed
by the voters and then it heads to
the courts, costing Californians’
millions.

LETTERS

This is contrary to our system
of government. Federalism allows
some autonomy but is clear on the
hierarchy of power. Cities are part
of the state and are subject to state
jurisdiction.

Pleasanton should have already
learned this difficult lesson once.
During my first four years on
the city council, we languished in
litigation over our voter-approved
hard housing cap and Regional
Housing Needs Assessment
numbers.

Pleasanton lost and it cost
us millions of dollars and local

control over development.
Furthermore, it was found to be
discriminatory.

RHNA is a process attempt-
ing to balance between the num-
ber of jobs in a community and
the housing necessary to accom-
modate those jobs. In general,
Pleasanton’s RHNA 1is high be-
cause for years we have signifi-
cantly more jobs than housing.
Many communities face this di-
lemma. However, Pleasanton has
always been excessively out of
compliance. The city’s job is to
zone for these housing units, not
to build them.

Leadership is important, and

Parents’ rights
symposium in Dublin

Although parents should be
able to raise their children as they
wish, our state government and
most of its public schools have
unilaterally decided that children
must be taught the tenets of post-
modern critical theories, regard-
less of their parents’ wishes.

Although their names are al-
most never used, the principles
of critical race theory and queer
theory (gender studies) are being
taught to children, starting in el-
ementary school, and other such
theories are being introduced.

These critical theories are anti-
American and anti-White and
work against the traditional fam-
ily. They support “equity”, which
has been redefined as equality
of outcome and which requires a

socialist government to adminis-
ter. For an example, see the pro-
posed anti-racist constitutional
amendment by Ibram X. Kendi.

On Aug. 26, there will be a
symposium in Dublin where
four distinguished panelists will
inform attendees how to resist
this destructive ideology-reli-
gion, which often is described
as “woke”. They will also answer
questions.

The four speakers are professor
John Yoo (UC Berkeley), profes-
sor and author Steven Hayward
(Berkeley Law), attorney and
mother Erin Friday (ourduty.
group), and attorney and prior
school board member Chris
Arend (Paso Robles).

Email NLTE-CA@proton.me
for more information on tickets
and the symposium.

—NMidji Rovetta

must be 250 words or less.

What’s your opinion?
Send a Letter to the Editor to Editor@PleasantonWeekly.com or put
your opinion on Town Square at www.PleasantonWeekly.com. Letters

we are lacking it in our current
council majority. They all have
sworn to uphold the national and
the state constitution. To endorse
this proposition because “we
should let the voters decide” as
Councilmember Valerie Arkin
stated, allows voters to think the
council tried to protect local con-
trol when in fact they are signing
on to what could be very costly
litigation, have significant unin-
tended consequences, and is ulti-
mately unconstitutional.

To portray this movement as
“grassroots”, as Councilmember
Julie Testa suggested, ignores the
content on the advocates’ web-
page and those who have already
endorsed this proposal. It is a list
of some of the most affluent com-
munities in the state who want
the economic vitality brought by
business but don’t want to wrestle
with how to house the people who
work for those businesses.

It is a case of wanting the

benefits of the fourth-largest
economy in the world but not
dealing with the accompanying
issues. Vice Mayor Jack Balch
rightly outlined many of the risks
with the proposition and the very
real likelihood of unintended
consequences it may have.

We are not an island. Our com-
munity is intricately tied to our
neighbors and our state. When
trying to balance our various
needs, we should be looking at
how we can address these con-
cerns as a city and a region rather
than trying to find a way to ex-
empt ourselves from our obliga-
tions as a thriving, contributing
community. |

Editor’s note: Cheryl Cook-Kallio is

a former member of the Pleasanton

City Council (2006-14) and a retired

public school teacher. She is currently

serving her first term as the Tri-
Valley’s representative on the Alameda
County Board of Education.

@ embarcadero media

Join our team!

We're looking for talented,
highly motivated and dynamic people

about our diverse community.

depending on experience.
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Mountain View Voice Beat Reporter

The Mountain View Voice is an award-winning community news
organization covering the vibrant city of Mountain View in the
heart of Silicon Valley. The Voice has been honored by the California
Newspaper Publishers Association in recent years with multiple
awards for reporting and photojournalism. We pride ourselves on
providing our readers with insightful, accurate and unbiased news

As a full-time reporter for the Mountain View Voice, you will be
responsible for establishing productive relationships with sources,
seeking out stories of interest and importance to our readers, and
reporting on breaking news in our circulation area. As part of our
collaborative newsroom, you will cover regional stories that are also
published in Embarcadero Media’s other Midpeninsula news outlets,
the Palo Alto Weekly, The Almanac and the Redwood City Pulse.

The ideal candidate will have a bachelor’s degree, at least one
year of professional reporting experience, a thorough knowledge
of AP style, excellent communication and organization skills, and
be familiar with the Mountain View area. Fluency in written and
spoken Spanish is a big plus. The salary range is $21-$26/hour,

For more information, go to tinyurl.com/MVBeatReporter.

PaloAlto ;, Almanac  wiganvies

0ICE onLing

450 Cambridge Avenue | Palo Alto | 650.326.8210
PaloAltoOnline.com | TheAlmanacOnline.com | MountainViewOnline.com
RWCPulse.com | TheSixFifty.com
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Employment

Project Engineer

Big-D Pacific Builders, L.P.
(dba Big-D Construction)
seeks Project Engineer
(Pleasanton, CA) Under
direct supervision of Sr.
Project Manager of large
licensed general contractor,
manage site development
projects. Sal range: $88K/
yr to $117K/yr. Travel up
to 100% of time to various

DevOps Engineer

DevOps Engineer in
Pleasanton, CA. Sal:
$140K. Reference this
ad & send resume to
HR, OpenVPN 6200
Stoneridge Mall Dr.,
Ste. 300, Pleasanton,
CA 94588 or
jobs@openvpn.com

unanticipated construction

sites throughout CA

during project lifecycle.
EOE/Protected Veterans/
Individuals with Disabilities.
Email resume to: careers@
big-d.com. Ref: 20230427CA

To place an ad
or get a quote,
call 650.223.6597
or email digitalads@
paweekly.com.

Test Engineer

Test Engineer - Pleasanton, CA. Conduct product
evaluations for power electronics, incl inverters, ESS, EVSE &
rltd components, frequency converters, motor drives, &
generators accord to U.S., Canadian & European compliance
stds. Identify, qualify & present solutions based on business
& technical regmts. Evaluate conformance of products

to performance stds. Review, plan, conduct, & complete
product evaluations. Generate, edit & revise test reports

& documentation. Liaise w/ other global labs to ensure
consistency & accuracy of methods & interpretations. Bach
deg in Electrical or Electronic Engg (or foreign equiv) & 2 yrs
of rltd exp evaluating products in accord w/ regulatory stds
for product certification reqd, incl Inverters & ESS accord to
U.S., Canadian, & European compliance stds. Offered salary
ranges from $100k-105k. Brief domestic & int'l travel reqd.
Email resumes to TUV Rheinland of North America, Inc.
Attn: careers@us.tuv.com.

Multiple Positions

Workday, Inc. is accepting resumes for the following positions at
various levels in Pleasanton, CA:

M&A Integration Manager (20637.1733) - Manage cross
functional acquisition integration plan, design, and execution
when Workday acquires another company or asset. *Travel
Required 10%. Salary: $248,768- $298,900 per year, 40 hours per
week.

Associate Manager, Site Reliability Engineering (SRE)
(20637.2008) - Oversee team member’s efforts in coding and
deploying product updates to existing Workday customers. Salary:
$189,596 - $201,600, 40 hours per week.

Technical Product Manager (TPM-009-J01-11) (TPM-
009-J01-12) - Designs, develops, and manages technical activities
for various Workday products ranging from Human Capital
Management to Financial Management to determine product
definitions and planning through production, release, and end

of life. Exp. Incl: Scrum and/or other agile software development
methodologies; General purpose programming languages, such
as Java or C; Date driven analysis for problem solving; and Product
management. Salary: $149,094 - $196,000 per year, 40 hours per
week.

Workday pay ranges vary based on work location and recruiters
can share more during the hiring process. As a part of the total
compensation package, this role may be eligible for the Workday
Bonus Plan or a role-specific commission/bonus, as well as annual
refresh stock grants. Each candidate’s compensation offer will be
based on multiple factors including, but not limited to, geography,
experience, skills, future potential and internal pay parity. For more
information regarding Workday’s comprehensive benefits, please
go to workday.com/en-us/company/careers/life-at-workday.html

Interested applicants submit resumes by mail to: J. Thurston at
Workday, Inc., Attn: Human Resources/Immigration,

6110 Stoneridge Mall Road, Pleasanton, CA 94588. Must reference
job title and job code.

Today’s local

Qx p ress. news & hot picks

Sign up at PleasantonWeekly.com/express
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By DENNIS MILLER

Horse racing arrives at
fairgrounds this weekend

$150,000 Pleasanton Mile on July 9 will be richest race in NorCal fair history

must be time for the Alameda
County Fair to take place. And
if the fair is going on, it also means
it’s time for horse racing to come to
the Pleasanton track, the oldest one-
mile dirt track in the United States.

The fair starts this Friday (June
16) and will run through July
9. Racing will take place Friday
through Sunday of each week, along
with Tuesday, July 4.

Post-time each day is set for 1:45
p.m., with the Daily Handicapping
Seminar beginning each day of rac-
ing at 12:30 p.m. on the stage right
outside the racing grandstands. I
will again be hosting the seminars,
accompanied by a variety of guests
throughout the fair.

This has the potential to be the
biggest race meet in recent history
with the addition of what will be
known as “Mile Day” at the Fair.

The final day of the meeting —
July 9 — will be built around a new
stakes race: the $150,000 Pleasanton
Mile. The eight-furlong test for
3-year-olds and up, caps a day that
also features the Everett Nevin, a
race that showcases top 2-year-old
horses from throughout California.

It will be the richest race in the
history of Northern California fair
racing.

The California Authority of
Racing Fairs (CARF) has been hard
at work putting together the 13 days
of racing. As can be expected, there
is much excitement for Mile Day.

“The community will be proud
of this day of racing said Tom
Doutrich, racing secretary for
CARE “Pleasanton deserves it. We
would love to get this race graded
— we will go through the process to
get that done”

The Mile Day will also see TVG
— powered by FanDuel — broad-
casting live and on site.

There is another new stakes
race this year — the Mary Clare
Schmitt Oaks — that will honor
Clare Schmitt, who passed away
earlier this year. Schmitt, along with
her husband George, were icon-
ic players in not just horse rac-
ing in Pleasanton but throughout
California as breeders, owners and
horse racing overall.

If it’s June and school is out, it

s (LTI
FILE PHOTO BY MIKE SEDLAK

Horse racing action is back at the Alameda County Fair between June 16 and

July 9.

The other stakes are the She’s a
Tiger (June 24) and the Oak Tree
Sprint (July 1).

While there are only three days of
racing each week with the addition
of July 4 the final week, Doutrich
and the CARF team are working
hard on the quality of horses.

“There are not as many horses as
there used to be, but less is more
right now;” Doutrich said.

BUSC graduates

The Ballistic United Soccer Club
announced that 26 players from
their competitive teams recently
graduated from high school and
will be attending college.

In addition, three of the players
were National Merit Semifinalists.

Academic excellence is a corner-
stone of the Ballistic developmental
plan, making the players not just
better in soccer, but better people
as well. Ballistic is working to de-
velop future leaders to benefit their
communities.

BUSC’s core values of integ-
rity, accountability, perseverance,
sportsmanship and aspiration are
reinforced both on the field of play,

and off the field.

The players are Allen Zhou,
Fernando Cavazos, Sam Montoya,
Jack Lingle, Rohan Sethna, Razin
Chadrey, Branden Misquita,
Faheem Naik, Andy McMasters,
Ezra Lynch, Aarnav Reddy, Arvind
Saravanakumar, Brandon Correia,
Dante Ruiz, David Wright, Elias
Rousta, Ethan Reeves, Fionn
Conway, Gabriel Hersch, Isaac
Light, Kalyan Manickaraja, Kishore
Saravanakumar, Mick Majer, Nate
Fluker and Ryan Wu.

Light, Wu and Arvind
Saravanakumar were the three play-
ers selected as the National Merit
Semifinalists.

The list of colleges the players
will be attending include CSU San
Marcos, CSU Chico, Colorado State,
Emory, Indiana, Las Positas, Loyola
Marymount, Pepperdine, Santa
Clara, Santa Barbara City, Stony
Brook, UC Berkeley, UC Davis,
UC Santa Barbara, UC Santa Cruz,
Michigan, Oregon and Tennessee. m

Editor’s note: Dennis Miller is a
contributing sports writer for the
Pleasanton Weekly. To contact him about
his Pleasanton Preps column, email
acesmag@aol.com.
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Entertainment

MATILDA THE MusicaL CYT
Tri-Valley presents Tony Award-
winning Roald Dahl’s Matilda The
Musical, which tells the inspiring
story of a special little girl with an
extraordinary imagination. Now
through June 18. Tickets $26.25.
Visit livermorearts.org.

JUNETEENTH CELEBRATION AT THE
BANKHEAD PLAZA Juneteenth
commemorates the liberation of the
last slaves in Texas, two years after
the Emancipation Proclamation
abolished slavery in the Confederate
States in 1863. This free event

will be observed with a local
celebration, including music, art,
drumming, singing, dancing and
musical performances. 10 a.m.-4
p.-m., June 17.

MIDNIGHT FLYER: A TRIBUTE TO
THE EAGLES Audiences and critics
alike love the Midnight Flyer band’s
energy and spot-on recreation of
The Eagles music. 8 p.m., June 17.
Tickets $20-$25. Visit firehousearts.
org.

PREVIEW OF MucH ADO ABOUT
NOTHING Livermore Public Library
invites the community to attend a
free preview of SPARC s interactive
performance of a shortened version
of Much Ado About Nothing.

Led by a talented cast of acting
apprentices this event will transport
audience members to a world where
quick wit and clever wordplay reign
supreme. 7-8 p.m., June 20. Civic
Center Library.

DuUBLIN SUMMER CONCERT SERIES
Join for the eight-week Summer
Concert Series at Emerald Glen
Park Amphitheater during the
Dublin Farmers’ Market. Local food
vendors will be onsite. 6-8 p.m.,
June 22. Salvage Title, rock covers.

SHAKESPEARE IN THE VINEYARD
Silent Sky, the true story of
19th-century astronomer Henrietta
Leavitt, explores a woman’s

place in society during a time of

TAKE US ALONG

immense scientific and heart-bound
discoveries, with music and math
bursting forth onstage. June 22-25;
June 29-July 2, July 7-9. Darcie Kent
Vineyards. Visit sparctheater.org/
shakespeareinthevineyard.

OAKLAND INTERFAITH GOSPEL CHOIR
Celebrate Juneteenth with the
Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir
and experience the music that
brings resiliency, joy, and strength
to the African American community.
8 p.m., June 23. Tickets $22-$30.
Visit livermorearts.org.

CoMEDY UNCORKED Headliner
Mickey Joseph is a Las Vegas-based
comedian, musician, writer and
actor. Joining him are Carla Clay,
Faith Alpher, and Chelsea Bearce.
A portion of the proceeds benefits
Open Heart Kitchen. 5:30-10 p.m.,
June 24. Visit retzlaffvineyards.com.

KELLY BRANDEBURG: A TRIBUTE TO
THE SONGS OF BARBRA STREISAND
Kelly’s tribute to the life and career
of the legendary Barbra Streisand is
a journey from the very beginning of
Streisand’s career as a cabaret singer
in New York City to her starring
roles on Broadway to her critically
acclaimed roles in Hollywood films.
8 p.m., June 24. Tickets $20-$24.
Visit firehousearts.org.

OPERA IN THE VINEYARD Join
Livermore Valley Opera for a truly
unforgettable musical experience
listening to beautiful voices soar
across Garre Vineyard and Winery.
This stunning location creates an
inviting backdrop for a relaxed,
casual event. 5 p.m., June 25. Visit
livermorevalleyopera.com.

DoN Lewis AND THE LIVE
ELECTRONIC ORCHESTRA - A
TRIBUTE The Black Music Month
tribute ends with this free screening
of the documentary chronicling
Don Lewis’ life, career and
contributions to the music industry.
This screening is accompanied by

a panel discussion. 7 p.m., June
28. Pre-registration required. Visit
firehousearts.org.

The first free town: Jaymes Blair and Punal Bhavsar went on a week vacation
to Colombia, where they visited the first free town for Africans in the Americas,
founded by those escaping slavery in the 1600s. The village is still inhabited
and has preserved customs and languages from Africa.

To submit your “Take Us Along” entry, email your photograph to editor@
pleasantonweekly.com. Be sure to identify who is in the photo (names listed
from left to right), the location, the date and any relevant details about where

you took your Weekly.

JAZZ IN Jury Jazz in July, an annual
Livermore tradition, takes over the
Civic Center Library with programs
by top jazz artists. The programs are
free with no reservations required.
The Duo, 2 p.m., July 2. Storytime
Room, 1188 S. Livermore Ave.

A HIGH ScHOOL CABARET Blast
From the Past revisits favorites
from the dozens of shows cabaret
cast members either saw growing
up or were a part of themselves

is this evening of nostalgia and
beautiful work spanning ten years
of Firehouse productions. 7:30
p-m., July 7. Tickets $10. Visit
firehousearts.org.

Talks

UNCLE JER’s BEEs Join for a magical
introduction to the lives of bees

as Uncle Jer’s Bee Show returns

to the Dublin Library for a special
presentation with real live bees. 4-5
p.m., June 22.

CRUISING DOWN MEMORY LANE Join
author Donna Kamp McMillion
and a few “old timers” from the
book as they talk about their
recollections of Pleasanton in the
50’s. 1 p.m., June 23. Pleasanton
Senior Center.

WORKSHOP TO EMBRACE UNIQUE
CULTURE Senait Mesfin Piccigallo,
author of “You’re in America-Now
What? 7 Steps to Integrate with
Ease and Joy”, will facilitate an
interactive workshop designed

to help immigrants learn to
embrace their unique culture while
integrating into the United States. 2
p.m., June 25. Civic Center Library,
1188 S. Livermore Ave.

NoORCAL BATs Join for a special
presentation all about bats

where NorCal Bats will share

an informative PowerPoint
presentation and discuss the
harmful myths that surround these
animals. 11 a.m.-12 p.m., June 28.
Dublin Library.

CoOFFEE & CONVERSATION WITH LisA
SEE In collaboration with Towne
Center Books join for coffee and
conversation with Lisa See, author
of Lady Tan’s Circle of Women. 11
a.m.-12 p.m., June 26. Pleasanton
Library.

Tour oF DUBLIN HERITAGE PARK
AND MusEeuwms If interested in
learning about local history

take a guided tour of Dublin
Heritage Park and Museums
where participants will have the
opportunity to get an inside look
at Dublin’s historic buildings and
Pioneer Cemetery and hear stories
of how Dublin began. 5:30 p.m.,
July 6. Cost $5. Visit dublin.ca.gov.
6600 Donlon Way.

MYSTERY MOVIE AND REVIEW AT
THE VINE Join for a surprise movie
at the Vine Cinema and after

the show join for appetizers and
no-host drinks at Zephyr Grill

and Bar to discuss the movie and
review the film. 1-4:30 p.m., July 6.
$20R/$22NR. Call 925-373-5700.

HACIENDA PARK TOASTMASTERS
Hacienda Park Toastmasters Club
meets in-person and virtually

PET OF THE WEEK

Meet Minnie

Minnie is an adorable, sweet,
compact-size cutie. She weighs
only 9 pounds and has a
beautiful, shiny black coat,
white chest and toes, and a curly
tail. Her large, dewy eyes and
endearing smile will grab your
heart when you meet her and
see what a gentle, loving soul
she is. Her favorite activities are
cuddling, playing with toys, and
going for walks. She is available
for adoption through Tri-Valley
Animal Rescue; visit tvar.org.

via Zoom. Overcome fear of
speaking in a friendly, supportive
atmosphere. Visit haciendapark.
toastmastersclubs.org.

Exhibits

FATHER’s DAY CAR SHOwW
Blackhawk Museum hosts the
2nd annual Jon Snyder Memorial
Father’s Day Car Show. Celebrate
in style with a thrilling car show
that’s fun for the whole family.

8 a.m.-2 p.m., June 18. Visit
blackhawkmuseum.org.

MUSEUM ON MAIN EXHIBIT The
exhibit “On the Job: The Changing
World of Work in the Valley and
Beyond” will bring to light the
who, what, where, why and how of
Pleasanton and the Valley at work,
and how that experience fits into
the nation’s history. May 31-July

8. For more information visit
museumonmain.org.

Rock N’ RoLL ExHIBIT An exhibit
featuring guitars, album covers,
photography and more, at the
UNCLE Credit Union Art Gallery at
the Bankhead Theater. Take a visual
tour of the history of rock ‘n’ roll,
now through July 9. Free 1-5 p.m.,
Thursdays-Sundays.

Fairs & Festivals

2023 ALAMEDA COUNTY FAIR
Themed “Summer Vibes”, the
Alameda County Fair runs

from June 16-July 9. Filled with
summertime favorites including
carnival rides and games, classic
fair food and drinks, vendor
booths, arts and culinary
exhibitions, livestock displays and
more. Visit alamedacountyfair.com.

LIVERMORE VALLEY VINTNERS
CoLLECTIVE Livermore Valley
Vintners Collective is a group of
highly motivated and creative
winemakers residing in the
Livermore Valley driven by
collaboration and inspiration.
Come out to taste the 2020
vintage of the LVWWC project. 1
p.-m., June 24. Tickets $35-$40.
Visit livermorearts.org. Bankhead
Theater Lobby.

COMMUNITY FIREWORKS IN
LivERMORE The Salute to the 4th
of July Community Fireworks Show
takes place at 3200 Robertson

Park Road with gates opening at
4 p.m.-8:30 p.m. The fireworks
show will begin at 9:30 p.m.
and last 20 minutes. For parking
and more information visit
livermoredowntown.com.

Qutdoor Movies

Picnic Fuix Movie SErIes The City
of Dublin’s free outdoor movie
series will be rotated through
three different parks in Dublin.
Movies begin at dusk and guests
are encouraged to bring low-back
chairs and/or blankets and dress
warmly. No pets are allowed. June
23, DC League of Super-Pets (PG)
at Emerald Glen Park, 4201 Central
Parkway.

Movie IN THE PARK Bring blankets
and join under the stars at this free
family event to watch the movie
“Rookie of the Year”. June 24. 7
p.m. games and activities, movie
begins at 8:45 p.m. Max Baer Park,
1310 Murdell Lane, Livermore.

Movies IN THE PARK Grab a picnic
dinner, blanket and low beach
chairs to enjoy family film favorites.
Movies are free and begin at dusk.
Amador Valley Community Park,
4455 Black Ave. June 29, Aladdin.

Farmers’
Markets

PLEASANTON FARMERS’ MARKET
The Pleasanton Farmers’ Market

is Saturday year round, 9 a.m.-1
p.-m. W. Angela St. Visit pcfma.org/
pleasanton.

LIVERMORE THURSDAY FARMERS’
MARKET The Livermore Thursday
Farmers’ Market is 4-8 p.m., now
through Oct. 12. Rain or shine.
2155 3rd St.

LIVERMORE SUNDAY FARMERS’
MARKET Gather for music, food
and fresh local and organic
products directly from producers.
Support small businesses and local
sustainable agriculture. 9 a.m.-1
p-m., Sundays. Between J St and

L St.

DuBLIN FARMERS’ MARKET

The Dublin Farmers’ Market is
Thursdays, 4-8 p.m., through Sept.
28. 4201 Central Pkwy.

See CALENDAR on Page 20
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Outdoors

CREEK HIKE AT SYCAMORE GROVE
PARK See how the park has
changed due to the winter’s
weather and massive rains on this
walk along the creek. Wear sturdy
shoes. 9 a.m., June 18. Call 925-
373-5700.

PUBLIC MEETING AT LESTER J.
KNOTT PARK The purpose of the
meeting is for Livermore citizens to
get an update on current LARPD
projects and provide feedback

or suggestions on any local park
issues. 6 p.m., June 21. 655 N
Mines Rd.

LET’s TALK BEARS Join an LARPD
Ranger to cover a short history of
bears in California and a few of
their cousins around the world.
10-11 a.m., June 24. Sycamore
Grove Park Amphitheater.

PICKLEBALL AT PLEASANTON MIDDLE
ScHool Pickleball is a fast, fun,
social sport and great exercise for

all ages and athletic backgrounds,
now offered through Lifetime
Tennis at Pleasanton Middle
School. For more information visit
lifetimeactivities.com/pleasanton/
pickleball.

BOCCE IN PLEASANTON Enjoy

a game of Bocce on recently
renovated courts offered through
Lifetime Tennis at Centennial
Park. For more information visit
lifetimeactivities.com/pleasanton/
activities/bocce.

Teens

DIY ToTE OR POUCH FOR TEENS
Teens 13-19 are invited to come
create a custom tote bag or zipper
pouch with sharpies or fabric
markers. Supplies will be provided.
2-3 p.m., June 21. No registration
needed, but space is limited.
Dublin Library.

DEBATE LIKE A PHILOSOPHER
Taught by a DHS sophomore and
Las Positas Philosophy Honors
member, along with a Philosophy
major and entrepreneur, the
Debate Like a Philosopher program

will encourage your child to
develop their personal ethical
beliefs. 2-3:30 p.m., June 25.
Dublin Library.

Veterans

VETERANS AFFAIRS MEDICAL
OUTREACH The Veterans Affairs
Palo Alto Health Care System’s
mobile medical outreach van will
be at the Livermore Civic Center
Library parking lot to provide
examinations, consultations and
referrals to veterans enrolled in the
VA Palo Alto Health Care System.
10 a.m.-1 p.m., June 22. 1188 S.
Livermore Ave.

Seniors

SENIOR (50+) Pop Up TRIP Board a
luxury air-conditioned motorcoach
to the Red Hawk Casino in
Placerville, California’s historic

gold rush territory, for gaming,

slot machine play and a full buffet
lunch. The trip also includes $15
free slot play and $5 food points
from Verona’s Coffeehouse. 9 a.m.-
6 p.m., June 22. Robert Livermore

Community Center. Call 925-373-
5763 to register.

PLEASANTON VIP TRAVEL The
Pleasanton VIP Travel office is
located at the Pleasanton Senior
Center behind the front desk open
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 10
a.m.- 2 p.m.

PLEASANTON RIDES Pleasanton
Rides is door-to-door, shared-
ride transportation serving
eligible Pleasanton Seniors with
transportation needs throughout
Pleasanton and to select
destinations in the Tri-Valley. 8
a.m.- 5 p.m., Monday-Friday. For
reservations and information, call
925-398-1045 or visit blacktietrans.
com/more-info.

TeCH TUTORING AT THE SENIOR
CENTER One hour, one-on-one
tutoring sessions are available at the
Pleasanton Senior Center, Monday
11 a.m. Wednesday 9 & 10 a.m.
$2.50R/$3NR. Call 925-931-5365.

FREE SENIOR LUNCHES (60+) The
Open Heart Kitchen Senior Meal
Program addresses the nutritional
gap of those over the age of 60.
Meals are served in the Main Hall

of the Pleasanton Senior Center
Monday through Friday from

11:45 a.m.-12:45 p.m. Call Open
Heart Kitchen at 925-500-8241 for
information.

MEALS ON WHEELS Meals on
Wheels Provides home delivered
meals (60+). Call 925-931-5385 for
more information.

Support

Hot MEeALs FRee OF CHARGE Open
Heart Kitchen serves free hot meals
to anyone who is struggling to
make ends meet. Monday-Friday,
1-3 pm at the Robert Livermore
Community Center, 4444 East Ave.
Visit openheartkitchen.org.

FREE SHOWER & LAUNDRY SERVICES
Monday-Wednesday, 12-4 p.m.,
Asbury United Methodist Church,
4743 East Ave, Livermore.

GENERAL GRIEF SUPPORT GROUPS
Hope Hospice offers free zoom
General Grief Support Group
services. Register in advance by
phone at 925-829-8770. 6-7:30
p-m., Mondays. May 8-June 26.

HACIENDA SCHOOL

EMERSON MONTESSORI

EMERSON SCHOOL

EMERSON MONTESSORI SCHOOL
HACIENDA CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER
HEADSUP! MONTESSORI

HEADSUP! MONTESSORI PRESCHOOL
HEADSUP! CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER
WRITE NOW!

EARLY LEARNING INSTITUTE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

File No.: 598384

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) HACIENDA SCHOOL, 2.) EMERSON
MONTESSORI, 3.) EMERSON SCHOOL,

4.) EMERSON MONTESSORI SCHOOL, 5.)
HACIENDA CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER,
6.) HEADSUP! MONTESSORI, 7.) HEADSUP!
MONTESSORI PRESCHOOL, 8.) HEADSUP!
CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER, 9.) WRITE
NOW!, 10.) EARLY LEARNING INSTITUTE,
located at 4671 CHABOT DRIVE, PLEASANTON,
CA 94588, ALAMEDA COUNTY.

This business is conducted by: a Corporation.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):

EARLY LEARNING INSTITUTE

2800 W. BAYSHORE ROAD

PALO ALTO, CA 94303

CALIFORNIA

Registrant began transacting business under
the fictitious business name(s) listed above on
08/30/1990

This statement was filed with the County Clerk-
Recorder of Alameda on June 02 2023.

(PLW Jun 16, 23,30 and Jul 7,2023)

WHISPER ANALYTICS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

File No.: 598481

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) Whisper Analytics, located at 6363 Christie
Ave Apt 714 Emeryville, CA 94608-1918,
Alameda County.

This business is conducted by: an Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):

ERIC GHARAKHANIAN

6363 Christie Ave Apt 714

Emeryville, CA 94608

Registrant has not yet begun to transact
business under the fictitious business name(s)
listed above.

This statement was filed with the County Clerk-
Recorder of Alameda on June 07 2023.

(PLW Jun 16, 23,30 and Jul 7, 2023)

BREEZE DENTAL GROUP

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

File No.: 598177

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) Breeze dental group, located at 4430 Willow
Rd, Suite E, Pleasanton, CA 94588, Alameda.
This business is conducted by: a Corporation.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):

SARA ANJUM DDS INC

4430 Willow Rd, Suite E

Public Notices

Pleasanton, CA 94588

CALIFORNIA

Registrant has not yet begun to transact
business under the fictitious business name(s)
listed above.

This statement was filed with the County Clerk-
Recorder of Alameda on May 24 2023.

(PLW Jun 9, 16, 23 and 30, 2023)

SQUEAKY GREEN CLEANING

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

File No.: 598390

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) Squeaky Green Cleaning, located at 7530
Sutton lane, Dublin CA 94568, Alameda
County.

This business is conducted by: a Corporation.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):

DIAZ & ANDRADE ENTERPRISES, INC

7530 SUTTON LANE

DUBLIN, CA 94568

CALIFORNIA

Registrant began transacting business under
the fictitious business name(s) listed above on
06/01/2023

This statement was filed with the County Clerk-
Recorder of Alameda on June 02 2023.

(PLW Jun 16, 23,30 and Jul 7, 2023)

TRANFORMEZ HARDWOOD FLOORS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

File No.: 597122

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) Tranformez Hardwood Floors, located at
19263 Hathaway Avenue, Hayward, CA 94541,
Alameda County.

This business is conducted by: an Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):

FRANCISCO J GOMEZ

19263 Hathaway Avenue

Hayward, CA 94541

Registrant has not yet begun to transact
business under the fictitious business name(s)
listed above.

This statement was filed with the County Clerk-
Recorder of Alameda on April 13 2023.

(PLW May 26, Jun 2,9 and 16, 2023)

TKART

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

File No.: 597887

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) TK ART, located at 3867 Florian St.
Pleasanton, CA 94588, Alameda County.

This business is conducted by: an Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):

TAEYEON KIM

3867 Florian St.

Pleasanton, CA 94588

Registrant began transacting business under
the fictitious business name(s) listed above on
05/14/2023

This statement was filed with the County Clerk-
Recorder of Alameda on May 15 2023.

(PLW May 26, Jun 2,9 and 16, 2023)

ROSENBLATT ADVISORS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

File No.: 598008

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) Rosenblatt Advisors, located at 3726 Castro
Valley Blvd. Castro Valley, CA 94546, Alameda.
This business is conducted by: a Corporation.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):

PREMIERE FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS, INC.

3726 Castro Valley Blvd.

Castro Valley, CA 94546

California

Registrant began transacting business under
the fictitious business name(s) listed above on
04/30/2013

This statement was filed with the County Clerk-
Recorder of Alameda on May 17 2023.

(PLW Jun 16, 23,30 and Jul 7,2023)

PAMPERED NAILS AND SPA

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

File No.: 597610

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) Pampered Nails and Spa, located at 6900
Village Parkway, Dublin, CA 94568, Alameda
County.

This business is conducted by: an Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):

LANH NGUYEN

1118 Eureka Lane #6

Concord, CA 94520

Registrant has not yet commenced transacting
business under the fictitious business name(s)
listed above.

This statement was filed with the County Clerk-
Recorder of Alameda on May 02 2023.

(PLW May 26, Jun 2,9 and 16, 2023)

ORDERTO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF
NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF
CALIFORNIA FORTHE COUNTY OF ALAMEDA
Case No.: 23CV033725

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:

Petitioner: Sonja Kay Brown filed a petition
with this court for a decree changing names
as follows:

SONJA KAY BROWN to SONJA KAY KISSMAN-
BROWN

THE COURT ORDERS that all persons interested
in this matter appear before this court at the
hearing indicated below to show cause, if any,
why the petition for change of name should
not be granted. Any person objecting to the
name changes described above must file a
written objection that includes the reasons for
the objection at least two court days before
the matter is scheduled to be heard and must
appear at the hearing to show cause why the
petition should not be granted. If no written
objection is timely filed, the court may grant
the petition without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING: 06/20/2023, 09:30

am, Civil, Dept 14 of the Superior Court of
California, County of Alameda located at
12210ak St, Oakland, CA, 94612.

A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE shall
be published at least once each week for

four successive weeks prior to the date set

for hearing on the petition in the following
newspaper of general circulation, printed in

this county:

PLEASANTON WEEKLY

Date: 05/19/2023

Charles A. Smiley

JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT
(PLW May 26, Jun 2,9 and 16, 2023)

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE
OF:

SANGEETH SANKARAN

Case No.:RP23142417

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent
creditors, and persons who may otherwise

be interested in the will or estate, or both, of
SANGEETH SANKARAN.

A Petition for Probate has been filed by:
MOHAN SUBRAMANIAN in the Superior Court
of California, County of Alameda.

The Petition for Probate requests that:
MOHAN SUBRAMANIAN be appointed as
personal representative to administer the
estate of the decedent.

THE PETITION requests authority to administer
the estate under the Independent Administra
tion of Estates Act. (This authority will allow the
personal representative to take many actions
without obtaining court approval. Before taking
certain very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be required to give
notice to interested persons unless they have
waived notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administration
authority will be granted unless an interested
person files an objection to the petition and
shows good cause why the court should not
grant the authority.

A HEARING on the petition will be held on July
03 2023 at 9:45 AM in Dept. 201 of the Superior
Court of California, County of Alameda, located
at 2120 Martin Luther King Way, Berkeley, CA,
94704.

If you object to the granting of the petition,
you should appear at the hearing and state
your objections or file written objections with
the court before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.

If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor
of the decedent, you must file your claim with
the court and mail a copy to the personal
representative appointed by the court within
the later of either (1) four months from the date
of first issuance of letters to a general personal
representative, as defined in section 58 (b) of
the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal delivery to you
of a notice under section 9052 of the California
Probate Code. Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your rights as a
creditor. You may want to consult with an
attorney knowledgeable in California law. You
may examine the file kept by the court. If you
are a person interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for Special Notice
(form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or
account as provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice form is
available from the court clerk.

Petitioner in Pro Per:

Mohan Subramanian

7336 Tulipwood Cr

Pleasanton, CA 94588

925-989-8395

(PLW Jun 16, 23 and 30, 2023)

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE
OF:

ALICE MARIE DESROSIERS

Case No.:RP23142063

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent
creditors, and persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or both, of ALICE
MARIE DESROSIERS.

A Petition for Probate has been filed by:
MICHAEL ALEXANDER DESROSIERS in the
Superior Court of California, County of
Alameda.

The Petition for Probate requests that:
MICHAEL ALEXANDER DESROSIERS be
appointed as personal representative to
administer the estate of the decedent.

THE PETITION requests the decedent’s will and
codicils, if any, be admitted to probate. The will
and any codicils are available for examination in
the file kept by the court. THE PETITION requests
authority to administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of Estates Act. (This
authority will allow the personal representa

tive to take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain very
important actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to give notice

to interested persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed action.)
The independent administration authority will
be granted unless an interested person files an
objection to the petition and shows good cause
why the court should not grant the authority.

A HEARING on the petition will be held on June
26 2023 at 9:45am in Dept. 201 of the Superior
Court of California, County of Alameda, located
at 2120 Martin Luther King Way, Berkeley, CA,
94704.

If you object to the granting of the petition,
you should appear at the hearing and state
your objections or file written objections with
the court before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.

If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor

of the decedent, you must file your claim with
the court and mail a copy to the personal
representative appointed by the court within
the later of either (1) four months from the date
of first issuance of letters to a general personal
representative, as defined in section 58 (b) of
the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal delivery to you
of a notice under section 9052 of the California
Probate Code. Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your rights as a
creditor. You may want to consult with an
attorney knowledgeable in California law. You
may examine the file kept by the court. If you
are a person interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for Special Notice
(form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or
account as provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice form is
available from the court clerk.

Petitioner in Pro Per:

Michael Alexander Desrosiers

100 Kirkcrest Court

Alamo, CA 94507

925-984-1841

(PLW Jun 9, 16 and 23, 2023)

Place a legal notice at
PleasantonWeekly.com/legal_notices/
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Real Estate

OPEN HOME GUIDE AND REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

A break for renters? California considers

reining in high security deposits

Bill would limit deposits to one month’s rent, regardless of whether unit is furnished or not

BY ALEJANDRA REYES-VELARDE / CALMATTERS
ost renters know securing hous-
ing isn’t as simple as finding the
perfect place.

California’s renters must save up thou-
sands of dollars to provide security deposits
that can legally be as much as two months’
rent, or three months’ for furnished units.

Add in the requirement that renters put up
the first month’s rent before they can move in
and low-income families are most likely to
give up hope of finding a home.

New local and statewide laws could change
that.

Palo Alto city leaders on June 5 agreed to
put a cap on security deposits as part of a
broader work plan that the City Council has
been implementing over the past two years to
assist local renters, who make up roughly 47%
of the city’s population. Under the new law,
security deposits for unfurnished apartments
will now be limited to 150% of the monthly
rent.

At the state level, the State Assembly on
May 22 also passed a proposal aimed at cap-
ping security deposits.

Assembly Bill 12 would limit security de-
posits to one month’s rent, regardless of
whether a unit is furnished or not. If the bill
passes and gets Gov. Gavin Newsom’s signa-
ture, California could become the 12th state
to limit security deposits.

“Security deposits present barriers for peo-
ple to move into apartments, which can lead
them to stay in apartments (and) in homes
that are too small, crowded or even unsafe,”
said Matt Haney (D-San Francisco), who
authored the bill. “In other cases, people take
on debt or financial burden that leaves them
unable to afford other necessities.”

Haney said the bill has attracted wide-
spread support in the Assembly, including
from lawmakers who are landlords as well
as labor organizations representing teachers,
nurses and grocery store workers.

Assemblymember Diane Dixon, a
Republican from Newport Beach, was
among the Nos in the 53-14 vote. She cited
concern about the bill's potential to reduce
the housing supply.

“The more we over-regulate people’s abil-
ity to offer a successful product, the scarcer
it will become,” she said in a statement.
“Landlords charge security deposits to cover
potential damages and any unused funds are
returned to the renter”

Like a downpayment

Haney said the issue caught his attention
when a janitor in his district described living
with his wife and three children in a one-
bedroom apartment.

“He wanted to move into a larger unit
so his kids didn’t have to sleep in the same
room as him and his wife,” Haney said. “He
said he could afford the rent, but he couldn’t
afford the deposit and first month’s rent to
move in. Unfortunately that’s not an uncom-
mon situation.”

In California, the median rent for a two-
bedroom apartment is $2,538 and for a

three-bedroom home is $3,795 according to
Zillow. For a $3,000-a-month unfurnished
unit, a landlord can charge as much as $9,000
for a security deposit and the first month’s
rent.

“People are being asked to pay the equiva-
lent of the down payment of a home in many
parts of the country just to move in,” Haney
said. “It’s really untenable”

Tina Rosales, housing attorney and policy
advocate with the Western Center on Law
& Poverty, said the bill could help fight
homelessness.

She came across a San Francisco apartment
that called for $10,000 up front, including a
security deposit, first month’s rent and fees.

“That’s a lot of money for anybody,” she
said, “but especially for low-wage work-
ers, and particularly for Black, Latin and

PLEASANTON

340 Abbie Street $1,049,000
Sat 12:00-4:00/Sun 11:00-2:00 3BD/1BA
Investment Real Estate 925-963-0569
4533 Winter Court $1,968,000
Sat 12:00-4:00 11:00-2:00 3BD/2.5BA
Investment Real Estate 925-963-0569
749 East Angela Street $1,588,000
Sat 12:00-4:00/Sun 11:00-2:00 3BD/2BA
Investment Real Estate 925-963-0569
3314 Prairie Drive $2,475,000
Sat/Sun 1:00-4:00 4BD/3BA

Elation Real Estate 925-200-0202

Legend: Condo (C), Townhome (T).
Agents: Submit open homes at
PleasantonWeekly.com/real_estate

SALES AT A GLANCE

Pleasanton (May 5-12)
Total sales reported: 18

Lowest sale reported: $510,000
Highest sale reported: $3,400,000
Average sales reported: 1,370,166

Livermore (May 5-12)
Total sales reported: 23

Lowest sale reported: $587,500
Highest sale reported: $2,480,000
Average sales reported: $1,072,804

Dublin (May 5-12)

Total sales reported: 16

Lowest sale reported: $705,000
Highest sale reported: $3,250,000
Average sales reported: $1,393,312

Sunol (May 5-12)

Total sales reported: 1

Lowest sale reported: $1,075,000
Highest sale reported: $1,075,000
Average sales reported: $1,075,000

San Ramon (May 8-12)
Total sales reported: 13

Lowest sale reported: $730,000
Highest sale reported: $2,929,000
Average sales reported: $1,665,000

Source: California REsource

indigenous households. No one can afford
market rate housing, plus first, last and two
months of security deposits, on top of other
excessive fees landlords are permitted to
charge”

Alternatives to security deposits

Debra Carlton, spokesperson for the
California Apartment Association, said the
landlord group is disappointed that Haney
did not consider alternatives.

“The vote on the bill came earlier than we
thought, and we had hoped that he would
work with us to find perhaps a different
solution, but obviously that didn’t happen,”
she said.

Carlton said security deposits are impor-
tant because they allow landlords to pay
to repair damage to units. And, should an

eviction be necessary, deposits help land-
lords cover those costs. The average court
eviction can take as long as six months and
cost an average of $10,000, the association
said.

Carlton suggested tenants participate in in-
surance or bond programs, which could help
cover potential damages, like security deposits.

She added that the bill could force land-
lords to increase rents and become stricter
when vetting tenants, ultimately making it
harder for tenants to find housing.

Haney said his staff met with the California
Apartment Association and he is open to
talking with them, but he believes the limits
are necessary.

He said he would consider amending the
bill to exempt homeowners who rent out a
single room or a guest house. m

HOME SALES

This week’s data represents homes sold during
May 5-12 for Pleasanton, Livermore and Dublin.

Pleasanton
6077 Allbrook Circle Smith Trust to M. & S.
Khan for $1,415,000

3937 Blacow Court Blok Trust to S. & N.
Ramegowda for $1,580,000

1858 Brooktree Way E. Kinyon to A. &S.
Karikalan for $1,795,000

7855 Canyon Meadow Circle #E S. Hufford to
L. Rivas for $510,000

4605 Cochise Court Reed Living Trust to R. &S.
Pandit for $752,000

8160 Ensenada Drive #2 E. Nidick to D. & H. Vo
for $530,000

1975 Foxswallow Circle |. Chua to Gopal Living
Trust for $1,852,000

42 Golf Road Maslana Living Trust to D. & C.
Cheng for $3,400,000

8130 Mountain View Drive #A Nagarajan Trust
to Zawoyski Trust for $675,000

3111 Persimmon Circle Lopez Living Trust to S.
& P. Ranjan for $1,370,000

772 Saint John Circle Rodriguez Trust to S. & A.
Ruhela for $1,831,000

5451 Springdale Avenue Ks 2005 Inter-Vivos
Trust to J. & S. Shin for $1,158,000

1153 Tiffany Lane Sozzi Living Trust to D. & X.
Chen for $1,175,000

293 Trenton Circle Zuniga Trust to K. & G.
Golegaonkar for $1,430,000

1547 Trimingham Drive Ratto Trust to Redwood
Holdings LLC for $880,000

1156 Wenig Court Melendez Trust to J. & E. Yoon
for $1,910,000

3636 Woodbine Way S. Kona to B. & V. Soni for
$925,000

Livermore

2410 2nd Street M. Isenburg to C. & K. Vaughan
for $587,500

1773 6th Street M. & J. Gerow to L. Bountis for
$1,125,000

478 Alice Way Colden Trust to T. & C. Grider for
$1,160,000

333 Basswood Common #13 G. & M. Miller to
G. &J. Manawatao for $810,000

166 Bluebird Avenue Garcia Living Trust to A. &
R. Gutierrez for $715,000

324 Cambridge Court Pipes Family Trust to M.
& T. Hsu for $1,161,000

831 Cherokee Drive . Collins to R. & A. Pillai for
$1,030,000

578 Colusa Way Ventura 2022 Family Trust to K.
& P. Stewart for $1,050,000

4047 Compton Court M. Holback to L. & C.
Sawyer for $1,140,000

502 Escondido Circle R. Silicon to I. Tran for
$1,590,000

275 Estates Street Davies Trust to W. &J.
Palmer for $970,000

244 Garden Common Vanschoonenberg Trust to
L. Rodriquez for $710,000

454 Humboldt Way E. &Y. Kim to A. & P.
Starokadomskyy for $1,000,000

786 Jefferson Avenue S. Ashby to A. &S. Collier
for $936,000

54 Meritage Common #106 Stimson Trust to A.
Tran for $920,000

910 Orion Way Vivier Trust to S. & |. Ayad for
$1,510,000

1260 North P Street ). & D. Brannon to J. & B.
Esparza for $830,000

713 Redbud Drive M. & M. Evans to Ghaffari
Trust for $1,050,000

468 Selby Lane W. Chan to U. Solanki for
$1,035,000

2325 Sheffield Drive S. & J. Lourdeaux to M. &
S. Grice for $2,480,000

5749 Singing Hills Avenue S. & M. Karaniuk to
C. & B. Davis for $965,000

2295 Spyglass Hills Road S. & C. Woll to J. &S.
Whyte for $1,040,000

5489 Wisteria Way D. & . Szilagyi to P. & S.
Prabhu for $860,000

Dublin

6652 Adare Lane S. Nanduri to E. & S. Miry for
$1,180,000

5560 Barrel Court A. Joshi to P. & S. Haiderzada
for $1,070,000

8892 Bellina Commons Oetinger Living Trust to
A. David for $850,000

11719 Corto Court Ramer Trust to R. & S. Gupta
for $1,395,000.00

4516 Fabriano Place K. & C. Carmichael to S. &
T. Kim for $1,800,000

5728 Kemper Place #401 Berger Living Trust to
A. & A. Jaya for $1,330,000

6602 South Mariposa Lane Y. Seo to R. & K.
Shenoy for $1,057,000

7505 Mindy Mae Lane S. Ramani to D. &Y.
Vempati for $2,110,000

Editor’s note: The full list of Home Sales
reported in Pleasanton, Livermore, Dublin,
Sunol and San Ramon during this period can
be found with the online version of this story
at PleasantonWeekly.com.

Source: California REsource
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ocusing on
what’s important

Real estate isn’t just about houses.
It’s about people.

- - T

o — —— — -

We are committed to maximum exposure for every one
of our listings and do not undermine their value through
self-interested “private” listing strategies.

We advise clients on the benefits of taking listings public

to ensure maximum exposure and opportunity.

Our agents strive to counsel our clients against bias
so all parties experience transparent and equitable
attention throughout each and every step of

the process.

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

SEren0 | CHRISTIE'S

EAST BAY -+ SF PENINSULA - SILICON VALLEY : SANTA CRUZ - TAHOE - SIERRA FOOTHILLS - CENTRAL COAST

DRE 02101181
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JUST LISTED — OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY 6/17 & SUNDAY 6/18 FROM 1-4

3591 Crespl Court Pleasanton
5BR | 45BA | 4158 SF | 11 Acres
The home's private views are one of a kind. | Presented at $3,500,000
One bedroom and a full bath on the main level.

r
The master suite offers amazing views from dawn till night. It's bathroom boasts a expansive (Kl RIS Oé XLE Y

step-in shower & a Sauna. Enjoy a visit to view more of the homes designer touches.

G

2280 Merlot Lane,
Livermore

REAL ESTATE }

P S

4BR | 3.5BA
3940 SF

Sold for
$2,150,000

JUST LISTED
OPEN HOUSE
SAT 6/17 & SUN 6/18 FROM 1-4

2149 ARROYO CT #3, Pleqsanton 16 qrvest Rd., Pledscmon Krls M OXIey
Townhouse 4 BR | 1,675 SF | Presented at $1,600,000 925.5199080
2BR | 1BA | 903 SF

DRE 00790463
moxleyrealestate.com

Considering Buying or Selling ? (ris@moxeyreclestate.com

With 43 years of Real Estate experience, I'm committed
to providing the highest level of service to all of my clients.

My mission is to provide outstanding service along with being a partner and source of
knowledge to help clients make an informed decision about real estate. Providing expertise
in negotiating skills, value in knowledge of the market, tools that create wealth for my clients,
plus a professional reputation within the community. These attributes ensure that
| exceed my client’s expectations in selling and/or purchasing a home.

Serving the Tri-Valley area for 43 years

COMPASS
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VENEMA HOMES«

EXPERIENCE -*

EXCELILENCE

Steve Venema's Famous

FATHER'S DAY!

SLLELIEITI T
11 |=r ]

1976 Via Di Salerno, Ruby Hill
Offered at @50,000 3

)

1147 M%i_gamn Pleasanton
" Offered at $2,195,000

YA
- =

“742 Golf Road, Castlewood
Multiple Offers, Sold-for $3,400,000,

Brisket Recipe!

INGREDIENTS:

«One 10-12 |b. brisket

«1 cup coarsely ground pepper
«1 cup non-iodized salt

*% cup granulateddgarlic

+7 cup onion powder

«% cup paprika

Mix the rub ingredients in a
large bowl. This mix will
make more than you need -

for one brisket; store the
remainder in an airtight container.

Trim the excess fat from the brisket. Trim
the fat off the bottom of the brisket leaving
only % in fat. Apply rub to all sides of the
meat. Cover the Et))risket and place in the
refrigerator to marinate overnight.

Set the EGG for indirect cooking with the
convEGGtor at 250°F. Place the brisket on
the grid, fat-side down. Fat-side up is fine if
that is your preference. When the meat
reaches an internal temperature of 160°F,
double wrap the brisket in non-waxed
butcher paper or aluminum foil. The bark
will have formed nicely by this point.

Continue to smoke the brisket until the
meat is “probe tender,” Each piece of meat
is different but this will likely be at an
internal temperature of between 200-202°F.
Remove the brisket from the EGG, wrap in
a towel and place in a cooler for at least
one hour. This will allow the juices to re-
distribute in the meat. Unwrap the brisket
and slice against the grain. ;

N

VenemaHomes.com | Liz@VenemaHomes.com | 925.413.6544 | 660 Main Street, Pleasanton | DRE# 01922957

Page 24 ¢ June 16, 2023 ¢ Pleasanton Weekly




