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AROUND
THE VALLEY

By GINA CHANNELL WILCOX

The right priorities

4 he primary responsibility of

Tthe Lafayette School District

is to provide for the safety

of our students,” the districts super-

intendent, Brent Stephens, wrote in

an email explaining why he put a
principal on administrative leave.

Yes, the first priority of a school
district is the safety of the students.

Or at least it should be.

A pattern shows this is definitely
not the case at San Ramon Valley
Unified School District.

Stephens’ email concerned a
Lafayette district employee, Nicole
Chaplan, who was an assistant prin-
cipal at San Ramon Valley High
School during the 2021-22 school
year. While at SRVHS, Chaplan was
assigned to the investigation of stu-
dent complaints of inappropriate
touching and comments by a teacher,
Nicholas Moseby.

At the end of the school year,
Chaplan was hired by the Lafayette
district as a middle school princi-
pal and Moseby was moved to a
SRVUSD middle school.

In September 2022, Moseby was
arrested and charged with sexual
harassment and molestation alleged
by five minors during his time as a
cheer coach at a local training center
and a teacher at SRVUSD.

Moseby is now awaiting a jury
trial for three felony charges of lewd
acts upon a child, a felony charge for
sending harmful material to seduce a
minor, two misdemeanor charges for
child molestation and one for sexual
battery.

Concerns about how the inves-
tigations into the student claims at
SRVHS came about when prosecutors
went looking for records of the inves-
tigations and they were “missing.”

Several red flags were missed or
ignored before his hiring — prior
arrests — and after he was hired —
student complaints.

One of those red flags was that
Chaplan and Moseby were friends
before his hiring. They were well
enough acquainted that Chaplan was
a reference for Moseby on his appli-
cation to SRVUSD.

When Stephens learned of the
missing documents and Chaplan’s
role in the “investigations,” he put
Chaplan on leave pending an inves-
tigation by the Lafayette district.

Kudos to Stephens for having his
priorities in order and the integrity to
place Chaplan on leave to investigate
a situation that put student safety at
risk at another district.

For Stephens, student safety
came before protecting staff. It came

before making sure “the districts
reputation and image” were not
besmirched. It came before they
“lawyered up.”

SRVUSD has a history of putting
the mental health and physical safety
of their students at risk — even their
lives — while there are absolutely no
consequences for the adults in charge
when they are harmed.

SRVHS principal Whitney Cottrell
is ultimately responsible for this
debacle. Cottrell put Chaplan in
charge of “investigating” her friend,
and she must not have asked for
documentation.

1 asked SRVUSD Superintendent
John Malloy if Cottrell would be
placed on leave while the district
conducts an investigation into the
missing complaint investigation
documents and Cottrells question-
able judgment of having Moseby’s
friend and professional reference
conduct those investigations. And,
if not, why?

Malloy responded, “The district
conducted an internal investigation,
and from the information that we
have, we have determined not to
place the employee on leave. I do
want to confirm that we are me-
thodically reviewing and improving
our practices to train members of
our administrative team regarding
the handling of complaints and any
subsequent investigations.”

Of course she wouldn't be placed
on leave.

Aaron Becker, a teacher at SRVHS,
wasn't put on leave when a child died
on his watch. Not one day! There
wasn't even an investigation!

In May 2018, Ben Curry, a fresh-
man at SRVHS, drowned in a physi-
cal education class in front of Becker.
Security cameras caught him staring
at his cellphone as Ben slipped under
the water. Ben was left at the bottom
of the pool for over an hour, found 10
minutes after the next class started.

There were no consequences.
Becker is still teaching PE and still
the varsity football head coach!

I was told by the Curry familys at-
torney the school district called their
law firm before they called for an
ambulance.

Lest we forget when Malloy him-
self put 28 California High School
cheerleaders in harm’s way physically
and emotionally by not correcting a
blatantly false social media post with
an obviously doctored photo of the
team’ “mascot.”

We need Malloy and everyone
involved with SRVUSD to get their
priorities straight. m
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Members of the Black Education Association at Las Positas College kicked off
the start of a recent Black History Month event by singing the hymn “Lift Every
Voice and Sing” together. Photo courtesy LPC. Cover design by Paul Llewellyn.
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Streetwise

What do you do to prepare yourself for video conference calls these days?

ASKED AROUND TOWN

Harriet Adler
Retired

It depends on whether I’m planning to Zoom with
family/friends or with former colleagues. If ’'m
chatting with family, | don’t prepare at all and just

go with a “What you see is what you get” approach.
On the other hand, if I’'m going to be visible to former
colleagues, | look in the mirror first, to make sure |
don’t have anything between my teeth, and | also put
on a bit of makeup.

Jorge Cervantes
Brewer

| clean up everything behind me that’s visible so that my
space appears neat and tidy. | prefer doing that to blurring
my background or picking an artificial one because | think
that looks weird, like I’'m trying to hide something.

Gary Marks (with granddaughter Aubrie)

Nancy Marks (with granddaughter
Retired

Natalie)
Retired | don’t actually do a thing except occasionally check my
hair, in order to make sure that the hair | still have on my
head is pretty much in place. | like to be as authentic as
possible and to look like myself, as much as that can be

done in two dimensions.

Well, if the call is with my doctor, | always have all
of my questions written down beforehand so that
I’m ready to ask them and write down the doctor’s
response. But if the call is with my friends or family
members, | just try to hold my iPad at an angle that
makes me look something less than 95 years old.

Rachel Robinson —Compiled by Nancy and Jeff Lewis
Receptionist
If ’'m at home, | always bring my dogs to the room in Have a Streetwise question? Email editor@PleasantonWeekly.com
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Newsfront

DIGEST

Restaurant Week

Taste Tri-Valley Restaurant
Week is back starting next week,
running for 10 days total be-
tween next Friday (Feb. 24) and
March 5.

Organized by Visit Tri-Valley
to showcase the culinary prow-
ess of the region, the third annual
Restaurant Week is being held at
participating restaurants, winer-
ies and breweries in Pleasanton,
Livermore, Dublin, Danville and
City Center Bishop Ranch in
San Ramon. There will also be a
special kickoff dinner on the eve
of the event (Feb. 23) at Wente
Vineyards in Livermore.

Restaurant Week will feature a
series of special pricing options,
discounts and special events dur-
ing its 10-day run. There will
also be a ticketed Sunday Supper
on the final day, March 5, at
Locanda Amalfi in Pleasanton,
as well as a new Taste of the Tri-
Valley Food Tour presented by
Livermore Wine Trolley.

For more details, go to visit-
trivalley.com/restaurantweek.

‘improv Face-Off’

Creatures of Impulse, the city
of Pleasanton’s youth improv
troupe, is presenting its “Improv
Face-Off” four times next week
at the Firehouse Arts Center.

“Watch as local Bay Area im-
prov teams ‘compete’ against
Creatures of Impulse in this pro
wrestling themed run of shows.
Four performances, four differ-
ent bouts, four reasons to see all
shows with an interactive format
that gives the audience a chance
to win prizes,” Firehouse officials
said.

The performances are sched-
uled for next Thursday, Friday
and Saturday (Feb. 23-25) at
7:30 p.m. as well as a 2 p.m.
matinee on Saturday. For tickets
and more information, visit fire-
housearts.org.

PTSCA exchange trip

The Pleasanton-Tulancingo
Sister City Association is recruit-
ing eligible high school students
interested in taking part in the
organization’s annual exchange
trip to Mexico this summer.

Interested students and par-
ents can attend informational
meetings next Wednesday or
Thursday (Feb. 22-23) at 7 p.m.
at the Pleasanton Chamber of
Commerce office at 777 Peters
Ave. in downtown. Online in-
formation sessions are set for the
following week, Feb. 27 and 28,
via Zoom at 7 p.m. both days.

It is a reciprocal program, with
students from Pleasanton going
to Tulancingo homes for several
weeks and then students from
Mexico making the trip to the
Tri-Valley. Participants must be
sophomores, juniors or seniors
with two years of Spanish lan-
guage experience. To learn more,
visit ptsca.org. m

Parents voice concerns over student
violence to City Council, Board of Trustees

City, school district officials will meet in April to discuss possible solutions

BY CHRISTIAN TRUJANO
ome parents are call-
Sing for administrators at
Pleasanton Middle School
to step down and for the city
to work with the school district
to address what they say is a
longstanding problem of fight-
ing and bullying at the campus.
Tiffany Karaiyan was one
of the mothers who told the
Pleasanton City Council on Feb.
7, during the non-agenda public
comments section of the council
meeting, that as a mother of a
fifth grader who is set to attend
Pleasanton Middle School soon,
she fears for her child’s safety.
“I'm terrified to send him

there,” Karaiyan said. “I have
heard nothing but horrible
things about PMS. The reputa-
tion of violence, bullying, in-
timidation and fear is pervasive
in the city when you talk about
that school.”

The public controversy esca-
lated on Jan. 19 after a video was
posted on social media show-
ing a girl, later identified as a
Pleasanton Middle School stu-
dent, punching and stomping
on the head of another student
in front of the Pleasanton Public
Library.

The video went viral around
the community and prompt-
ed parents to attend both the

council and the Pleasanton
Unified School District Board
of Trustees public meetings last
week to voice their concerns
on not just this latest beating,
but what they say is a culture of
violence at Pleasanton Middle
School.

“What we saw in January was
not the first time. I have sent the
school district and the current
principal at Pleasanton Middle
videos of beatings ... on school
campus, at the libraries (and)
around town,” Sara Campbell
told the council during the Feb.
7 meeting. “Heads being stomped
on and kicked like soccer balls is
not a fight, that is a beating.”

Foothill High School’s civics team pose after winning the program’s first-ever championship in the We the People
state competition on Feb. 4.

Foothill captures state
championship

Second-place Amador also headed to nationals in
We the People civics competition

BY CHRISTIAN TRUJANO

Foothill High School will be
representing California in this
year’s We the People national
competition in Washington,
D.C. after winning the state
championship earlier this
month.

Amador Valley High School,
the defending U.S. champion,
will join their Pleasanton peers
at nationals in April as the

second school to represent
California in 2023 after taking
home the second place award
in the state competition on
Feb. 4, which secured their
spot in D.C.

We the People is a national
educational program where
students demonstrate their un-
derstanding of government and
the Constitution by participat-
ing in simulated congressional

hearings, according to a press
release from Pleasanton Unified
School District.

The news of going to nation-
als spread soon after Foothill
seniors celebrated their state
championship more than a
week ago. This marks the sixth
time that the school will repre-
sent California in the national

See WE THE PEOPLE on Page 6

Campbell was also one of the
parents who attended the school
board meeting two days later
and followed up by saying that
the current administration at
Pleasanton Middle School needs
to be replaced because they
are being dismissive of parent
concerns.

That sentiment was also shared
by several of the parents at the
council meeting.

“The teachers have their hands
tied to correct this behavior at
any grade level,” Pleasanton
resident Vicki LaBarge said.
“Administration of the PMS

See VIOLENCE on Page 10

County
Supervisor

Valle dies

Represented District 2,
including Sunol, for
more than 10 years

BY JEREMY WALSH

Alameda County Supervisor
Richard Valle, who represented
District 2 including his hometown
of Union City as well as part of
Sunol and elsewhere for more than
10 years, died last week following a
nearly two-year battle with prostate
cancer. He was 73.

Valle, who served on the
City Council in Union City for
13 years prior to earning elec-
tion to the Alameda County Board
of Supervisors in 2012, had just
earned another term in office by
winning the primary election un-
challenged last year.

Board President Nate Miley con-
firmed Valle’s death on the after-
noon of Feb. 8, saying he was “dev-
astated to learn of the passing of my
colleague and friend. Richard Valle
was a champion for his district,
especially his hometown of Union
City.”

“During his 10 years of service on
the Board of Supervisors, Richard
fought for safety-net services,
mental health programs and was
a tireless supporter of Saint Rose
Hospital,” Miley said. “He uplifted
community volunteers through a
highly successful annual volunteer
appreciation event, promoted walk-
able neighborhoods through the

See VALLE on Page 8
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NEWSFRONT

Former Pleasanton PD officer sues city for
wrongful termination

Lawsuit argues McNeff was unjustly fired for political opinions at ‘Stop the Steal’ rally

BY CHRISTIAN TRUJANO

A former Pleasanton police of-
ficer has filed a federal lawsuit
against city and police department
officials for al-
legedly firing
him after find-
ing out he at-
tended a “Stop
the Steal” rally
in Sacramento
at the same time
as the insurrec-
tion in the U.S.
Capitol on Jan.
6,2021.

Peter “Pete” McNeff was a five-
year-plus veteran at the Pleasanton
Police Department, after having
joined the department back in
December 2015. McNeff’s attor-
neys contend that he had been pre-
viously lauded for his “exemplary
record” and recognized for his ac-
tions in the department through-
out his career.

But when McNeff decided to at-
tend a “Stop the Steal” rally on Jan.
6, 2021 in the state’s capital city on
his own personal time, which was

Peter
McNeff

on the same day as the insurrection
at Washington D.C., several of his
co-workers saw photos of McNeff
at the rally that he posted on his
social media accounts, according
to the lawsuit.

That led to complaints being
filed against McNeff and officers
criticizing him for his political be-
liefs, ultimately resulting on him
being placed on leave, according to
the lawsuit.

“On January 7, 2021, a police
sergeant sent a memorandum to
Mr. (David) Swing documenting
internal complaints regarding Mr.
McNeff’s political action,” the fed-
eral lawsuit states. “In this memo-
randum, authored and sent one
day following the January 6, 2021
political rally, this Sergeant ‘con-
cluded’ that Mr. McNeff attended
an event organized by a group
known for their propensity to dis-
cuss extreme violence, incitement
of violence, and threats.”

The memorandum also stated
that McNeff had “directly associ-
ated himself with the unlawful
activities at the U.S. Capitol.”

While the lawsuit argues that
there is no evidence that McNeff
did anything other than attend and
observe the rally, PPD followed up
with a formal investigation just a
few months later that year.

The investigation, led by an out-
side law firm, looked into McNeffs
entire social media history and
interviewed several other PPD em-
ployees before making five sepa-
rate allegations all relating to his
current and past political views,
according to the lawsuit.

“The Department chose to com-
mence such an investigation into
Mr. McNeffs suspected radical-
ized and/or extremist associations,
absent any information that Mr.
McNeff actually associated with
or supported any such hate or
extremist groups, resulting in last-
ing and irreversible damage to Mr.
McNeff’s character and reputation.
The department did so after at least
one senior officer urged them not
to touch this issue with a ten-foot
pole,” according to the lawsuit.

Some of the allegations made
by the law firm included being

associated with racist, extremist
groups like the Proud Boys and
posting multiple racist and anti-
Muslim comments on several of his
social media accounts, according
to the lawsuit.

While the lawsuit states that
most of the allegations were not
sustained and some were exoner-
ated due to freedom of speech and
rights to express political views,
McNeff was ultimately fired from
PPD on Feb. 4, 2022.

“The department and city’s
stated reasons for termination are
pretext,” the lawsuit states. “Mr.
McNeff was, in fact, fired because
he expressed protected political
opinions and ideologies deemed
‘unpopular’ and even stupid by the
department, (Chief) Swing, and
(PPD Capt. Larry) Cox.”

Pleasanton city attorney Dan
Sodergren told the Weekly that
the city cannot comment on pend-
ing litigation and could not pro-
vide personnel records regarding
McNeff’s termination.

PPD Sgt. Marty Billdt also told
the Weekly that the city is “legally

prohibited from commenting on
personnel matters.”

McNeff will be seeking a trial
by jury for economic and non-
economic compensation and is al-
leging that the Pleasanton Police
Department and city officials vio-
lated his First Amendment rights,
retaliated against him for engaging
in political activity, and wrong-
fully fired him for lawful, off-duty
activities.

“They knew that firing Mr.
McNeff for engaging in off-du-
ty political speech protected by
the First Amendment was illegal,
immoral and wrong,” according
to the lawsuit. “In addition, they
knew or should have known,
and acted with reckless disre-
gard of the fact that engaging in
the above-described adverse em-
ployment actions would result in
substantial harm to Mr. McNeff,
his reputation, his career, his em-
ployment, and his employability.
Nevertheless, they acted with cruel
and retaliatory motives and delib-
erate indifference to Mr. McNeffs
rights under the law.”

The lawsuit, filed on Jan. 10
in the U.S. District Court for
Northern California in Oakland,
names as defendants the city, PPD,
Chief Swing, Capt. Cox and Brian
Dolan, who was interim city man-
ager at the time. m

New district attorney under fire for controversial plea deal

Price stands by agreement to reduce three murder charges to one manslaughter count

Families of victims slain in
Oakland are saying new Alameda
County District Attorney Pamela
Price is not listening to them and
needs to be recalled for being too
soft on crime.

The state-
ments came
following what
critics  describe
as a lenient plea
deal announced

last week re-
garding Delonzo Pamela
Logwood, 32, Price

who was previ-
ously charged with allegedly killing
three people in 2008.

Under the plea deal, Logwood
pleaded no contest to voluntary
manslaughter and personal use of a
gun. The charges for allegedly kill-
ing the two others were dropped.

Logwood was just 18 then and is
very sorry for his behavior, accord-
ing to a statement Friday by Price.
The judge was not convinced that
Logwood was remorseful, in what
Price described as “critical com-
ments from the bench.”

Logwood has been incarcerated
since 2009. He has been in Santa
Rita Jail since 2015.

“Given the state of the evidence
and the age of the cases, our office
concluded it was in the interests of
justice to resolve the prosecution of
Mr. Logwood with a plea to mul-
tiple crimes in connection with the
murder of Eric Ford,” Price said in
a statement released Friday.

But Brenda Grisham said the
families of the victims need to have
a say in how long a criminal goes
to prison. Grisham lost her son
Christopher Jones to violence in

Oakland in 2010.

Following her sons death,
Grisham started the Christopher
Lavelle Jones Foundation and Their
Lives Matter, both to honor the
memory of Jones.

“The families are watching very
closely,” Grisham said. “They should
be a little important to somebody.”

Grisham said Price is out of touch
with victims’ families. No one is
going to speak for her son but her,
she said.

Logwood will continue to be in-
carcerated for years under the plea
deal with Alameda County prosecu-
tors, Price said.

“The Logwood case is a difficult
case by any measure,” she said.

Logwood was allegedly part of
the Ghost Town gang, a subset of
the P-Team gang, according to tes-
timony in 2018 by Oakland police

Acting Capt. Tony Jones.

Jones was testifying as a gang
expert in a preliminary hearing for
Logwood and a co-defendant ac-
cused of five fatal shootings in 45
days in Oakland in the summer of
2008.

That year, 125 people were slain
in the city and a disproportionate
number of them were Black, ac-
cording to a report by the Urban
Strategies Council, which aims to
eliminate persistent poverty in the
Bay Area.

“She needs to be recalled,”
Grisham said of Price. Everyone in
Grisham’s circle and others agree
with that, Grisham alleges. “This is
life and death,” she added.

Price has defended her stance
on violence and its effects on
communities.

“The level of violent assaults that

injured and took the lives of so
many young Black men in the sum-
mer of 2008 was not acceptable
then, and it is not acceptable today,”
she said. “Our mission in the here
and now is to stop violence in our
community.”

Price said these old cases have
created pressure and trauma for
survivors, defendants and their
families, the court system and
Price’s staff. She said everyone re-
sponsible for administering justice
in Alameda County must do better.

Defense lawyer Linda Fullerton
declined to speak about the case
until after the sentencing, which is
scheduled for March 23. Logwood
remains in Santa Rita Jail. He’s being
held without bail.

Price did not respond Tuesday
evening to a request for comment. m

—Keith Burbank, BCN

WE THE PEOPLE

Continued from Page 5

competition.
“This victory belongs to every
member of our team,” said

Graham McBride, the Foothill
U.S. history teacher who leads
the civics team each year. “They
put the time and effort in, and
we're thrilled that that work has
paid off. This is the first time FHS

has won the state championship
and our program is excited to
celebrate this milestone.”

Amador is also no stranger to
the competition, as last year’s
team actually won the whole
thing at nationals.

“The students and [ are so
excited to be heading to D.C. to
compete in the National Finals
this year,” said Stacey Sklar,
the English and social studies
teacher who coaches Amador’s
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civics team. “We look forward to
preparing our questions, seeing
the sights and competing against
some terrific teams.”

PUSD Superintendent David
Haglund lauded both teams in
his report out to the Board of
Trustees during the Feb. 9 school
board meeting and commended
the students and the teachers for
their hard work and dedication.

“Congratulations are due to
coaches Graham McBride, Jeremy

Detamore and Stacey Sklar, who
dedicate hundreds of hours with
the students as they prepare for
the competitions every vyear,”
Haglund said. “We are really
really proud of these amazing
teachers and, of course, their
incredible students and we wish
them best of luck in Washington
D.C”

The competitive civics pro-
gram, which is sponsored by the
Center for Civic Education, is

held annually at the country’s
capitol — this year’s competi-
tion will take place from April
22-24. Only the top two teams
from the state championships go
on to compete in the national
competition.

According to the program’s
website, more than 30 million
students and 75,000 educators
have participated in the We the
People program since it was first
founded in 1987. m



NEWSFRONT

CPUC explores ways to mitigate high natural gas prices

By GRACE GEDYE / CALMATTERS

Gas prices have spiked in
California.

That may sound like old news
after months of high prices at the
pump, but this time another kind
of gas is running up the tab: natural
gas, which fuels stoves and heats
water and homes.

Average bills for PG&E resi-
dential customers in Northern
California shot up to an estimated
$195 in January, compared to $151
the year before; SoCalGas custom-
ers got hit with $300 on average,
compared to $123 last year, ac-
cording to data shared by Jean
Spencer, supervisor of the energy
division of California’s public util-
ity commission, at a recent hear-
ing. Meanwhile, across the country,
wholesale natural gas prices have
fallen an average of 50% since
October, according to reporting in
Bloomberg.

What gives? Californias Public
Utilities Commission held a hear-
ing on Feb. 7 attended by different
state energy agencies and industry
representatives to look into the
question and discussed strategies to
mitigate high prices.

While the commission cant di-
rectly set prices, attendees raised
different long-term options that
might keep the cost of gas down
for consumers.

The meeting followed a deci-
sion by the commission last week
to speed up a climate credit for
consumers that should reduce gas
bills. That move will translate to
roughly $50 off customers’ bills
— but, said commission president
Alice Busching Reynolds, it “was a
short-term Band-Aid and this is a
longer-term problem.”

At least one California gas com-
pany expects bills to go down in
February.

Why are prices so high?

California pipes in 90% of the
natural gas it uses from elsewhere,
making the state vulnerable to is-
sues outside its borders.

Several factors conspired to send
natural gas prices soaring in the
West, according to the U.S. Energy
Information Agency: below-nor-
mal temperatures; high gas use;
lower imports of natural gas from
Canada; gas pipeline constraints,
including maintenance issues in
West Texas; and lower gas storage
levels in the Pacific region.

On Feb. 6, Gov. Gavin Newsom
made clear he isn't satisfied we have
the whole story, writing in a letter
to federal regulators that “those
known factors cannot explain the
extent and longevity of the price
spike.” He asked federal energy
regulators to investigate “whether
market manipulation, anticompeti-
tive behavior, or other anomalous
activities are driving these ongoing

Speeds up climate credit for consumers, but seen as only ‘short-term Band-Aid’

elevated prices in the western gas
markets.”

What, if anything,
can be done?

The price of natural gas is set by
regional and national markets. But
the utilities commission and indus-
try representatives raised short- and
longer-term changes that could in-
sulate California customers from
wildly fluctuating bills.

In addition to accelerating the
climate credit, the Public Advocate’s
Office at the wutilities commis-
sion has proposed spreading the
increased cost over three to six
months, to make each individual
bill more affordable and mitigate
the risk of disconnections.

Industry representatives raised
gas storage capacity and regulations
as topics the commission should
consider.

Storing gas can help protect
California customers from shocking
bills because, if a utility has ample
gas in storage when prices are spik-
ing, “you can run down your (cur-
rent supply) for a while and not
have to buy quite so much at the
super expensive time,” said Severin
Borenstein, an energy economist at
UC Berkeley, in an interview.

Roger Schwecke, senior vice
president at Southern California
Gas Co., suggested reevaluating
how much gas is stored at Aliso
Canyon, the largest natural gas stor-
age facility in the state. A major leak
occurred at Aliso Canyon in 2015,
causing Southern California Gas to
temporarily relocate thousands of
households. In the aftermath, the
utilities commission capped how
much gas could be stored at the
facility.

Mark Potca, a program manager

at the utilities commission’s Public
Advocates Office, also emphasized
the importance of storage capac-
ity at Aliso Canyon, mentioning a
proposal to increase the cap, which
would provide more storage capac-
ity. How Aliso Canyon gets used is
something “that the commission
will need to consider closely mov-
ing forward,” Potca said.

Lucy Redmond, director of gas
reservoir engineering and facilities
at PG&E, raised the impact of reg-
ulations from California Geologic
Energy Management Division,
which went into effect in 2018. She
said the regulations have caused, on
average, a 40% decline in the util-
ity’s well capacity.

Those rules, which were much
stricter than previous gas storage
standards, were enacted after the
Aliso Canyon leak, said Mike Florio,
a senior fellow at Gridworks and a

former utilities commissioner, in an
interview with CalMatters. “A lot
of people think it’s really excessive,
that they kind of went from not
paying any attention at all to being
really too strict in these regulations,”
Florio said. The rules require testing
of gas facilities, and some of the tests
can take a well out of service for as
long as a year, he said.

“They've created a price prob-
lem,” he said.

But the utilities commission
couldn't revise the rules even if it
wanted to, since a different entity,
the Geologic Energy Management
Division of the Department of
Conservation, wrote them, Florio
said. “The only way this gets re-
solved is if it goes up their respec-
tive chains of command, maybe
even as far as the governors office,
to say, ‘Hey, lets get these agencies
on the same page.” m

CALIFORNIA

680

NORTHBOUND 1-680 PLEASANTON/SUNOL

THREE FULL WEEKEND

CLOSURES

HIGHWAY REPAVING
LAST THREE WEEKENDS
IN FEBRUARY

(weather permitting)

For more information visit
www.680paving.com
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BART could implement 11% fare
hike over next two years

Increase would align prices with inflation, officials say

BART could increase fares by at
least 5.5% as soon as January 2024
in an effort to keep up with both
wage growth in the Bay Area and
inflation, officials with the transit
agency said last week.

BART typically adjusts fares sys-
temwide every two years by a rate
that is 0.5% less than the rate of
inflation over that two-year span,
as measured by the U.S. consumer

price index.

BART fares were generally aligned
with the Bay Areas CPI prior to the
COVID-19 pandemic. The change in
fares has not kept up with inflation
in recent years, however, particularly
since 2020.

According to the U.S. Bureau
of Labor Statistics, inflation was
11.9% between January 2020 and
December 2022, the period of time

MAYBE THIS TIME: AN EVENING WITH JOHNNY ORENBERG

WITH SPECIAL GUEST
FRANC D’AMBROSIO

Come & Experience the brilliance of Tenor,
Johnny Orenberg with his award winning
cabaret Maybe This Time. His cheeky
humor and smooth vocals will delight all
as he looks at the intricacies of life, love,
and happiness.

Special guests include “The World’s
Longest-Running Phantom of the Opera”
Franc D’Ambrosio and Johnny's lovely
wife, Katie Orenberg.

Accompanying Johnny are his Music
Director Joe Wicht on piano along with

JOHNNY
ORENBERG

i u} ‘{}é_ S ..-".-_‘

LESH ER CENTER FOR THE ARTS

fdinie.

popular percussionist Roberta Drake.

TO PURCHASE TICKETS, VISIT:

MARCH 4TH @ 7:15PM
MARCH 5TH @ 2:15PM

https://www.lesherartscenter.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/15337 /3094

Call me today for
your free, no-
obligation review
of your life
insurance needs!
We represent the
most competitive
and financially
stable insurance
companies and
can find you the
best rate for
your needs.

Wik h

Z[cetxtse 05—?'] 238

Gene Morgan Insurance Agency
2020 Fourth Street, Livermore
(925) 447-2565 ext. 2220
mike@genemorganinsurance.com

MULTIPLAR FLYERGMI_M
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on which BART is basing the next
round of fare increases in January
2024.

However, BART finance officials
suggested on Feb. 9 to the agencys
Board of Directors that fares should
rise by 5.5% in January 2024 and
January 2025 rather than in one
11.4% adjustment.

“This has been a critically impor-
tant part of our fiscal policy for two
decades,” BART financial planning
director Michael Eiseman said. “I

think folks are aware that inflation
has been unusually high in recent
times.”

According to Eiseman, a standard
fare for a BART ride from Berkeley to
the San Francisco Embarcadero sta-
tion would rise by roughly 50 cents
once both fare increases are in effect.

He also noted that non-farm wages
in the four counties BART services
rose by roughly 16% between 2020
and 2022 and total employment in
the region has returned to pre-pan-
demic levels, according to data from
the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Some BART board members were
squeamish about the potential fare
hikes, arguing that 5.5% increases
in each of the next two years would
be too much, too quickly and would

affect low-income riders the most.

“Going  from  Berkeley to
Embarcadero, it would increase 25
cents but thats the first one,” Board
Director Rebecca Saltzman said. “So
by the second one, it would be at
least 50 cents, which means $1 a day.
Which is a lot of money, especially
(because) there are still riders out
there riding five days a week.”

Saltzman and some other mem-
bers of the board said they would
support fare increases in theory, but
likely at a lower rate than the twin
5.5% hikes as proposed by BART
officials.

The BART board is set to consider
the potential fare increases during its
budgeting process this spring. m

—Eli Walsh, BCN Foundation

VALLE

Continued from Page 5

Niles  Canyon
Stroll and Roll
and  educated
the community
about  STEM
programming
through Science
in the Park.”

Miley, whose
district includes
Pleasanton,
added of Valle: “He was an advo-
cate for at-risk youth, job develop-
ment programs, and was a steadfast
champion for organized labor. My
condolences to his wife, children,
grandchildren, staff and to all those
lucky enough to call Richard a
friend. Rest in peace Supervisor
Valle.”

Valle is survived by his wife
Barbara, daughter Monica, son
Andrew and three grandchildren.
The Valles had celebrated their

Richard
Valle

44th wedding anniversary on Feb.
3.

Pleasanton Vice Mayor Jack
Balch was among those to offer
public condolences, saying Valle
was a family friend and news of the
supervisors passing was hard for
his family to hear.

“The supervisor and my grand-
father worked together to support
the great work at St. Rose Hospital
to help so many in need. It is
through this work that I was able to
meet the supervisor and appreciate
his dedication, advice, service and
friendship,” Balch said in a post on
Facebook. “On behalf of the Balch
family, thank you for your service
supervisor. We will miss you.”

County  Supervisor  David
Haubert, whose district includes
Dublin and Livermore, called Valle
“a strong leader for his community,
dedicating his life to public service
and making a positive impact on
the lives of many.

“His kindness, wisdom and un-
wavering commitment to justice

COURTESY CALTRANS

1-680 closure set for second weekend

The full shutdown of northbound Interstate 680 between Koopman
Road in Sunol and Sunol Boulevard in Pleasanton is scheduled to
continue for the second weekend in a row starting tonight. Crews
began the project, involving significant paving overhaul work, last
weekend (shown), and Caltrans said it is implementing adjustments to
mitigation measures based on lessons learned from the first weekend
— although northbound delays are expected to be at least an hour
due to major detours. The closure over Presidents’ Day weekend will
run from 10 p.m. tonight (Feb. 17) through 5 a.m. Tuesday (Feb. 21),
weather permitting. Southbound 1-680 lanes will remain fully open.

will be deeply missed,” Haubert
said in his weekly newsletter. “Our
thoughts and prayers are with
Valle’s family and loved ones dur-
ing this difficult time. Richard will
forever be remembered as a shining
example of selflessness, integrity,
and generosity.”

Valle spent much of his adult life
in public service, starting with en-
listing in the U.S. Army as a medic
and serving in Vietnam in 1970. He
would go on to work in the recy-
cling industry, including founding
Tri-CED Community, which is now
California’s largest nonprofit recy-
cling organization.

His career in public office began
in 1997 on the City Council in
Union City, a position he held
through 2010. Valle ascended to
the county Board of Supervisors in
2012.

“He was a champion for orga-
nized labor, environmental steward-
ship, lifting up at-promise youth,
and providing second chances for
justice-involved residents,” his
family said in a statement released
through Miley’s office.

Valle was first diagnosed with
prostate cancer in July 2021, bat-
tling the disease for his final years
in office including his successful
bid for reelection uncontested in
June 2022. Supervisorial District
2 encompasses Hayward, Union
City, Newark, portions of Fremont
and unincorporated areas includ-
ing part of Sunol.

His family said Valle passed away
peacefully at home in Union City
surrounded by his wife and chil-
dren at 12:41 p.m. Feb. 8.

Valle is the second county super-
visor to die in office in the past 15
months. Then-District 3 supervisor
Wilma Chan was fatally struck by
a vehicle while crossing a street
with her dog in her hometown of
Alameda in November 2021.

The Board of Supervisors now
has nearly 50 days to fill Valle’s seat
on the dais (60 days from the date
of his death), either by appoint-
ment or calling a special election.
The board is expected to discuss
the matter at a meeting later this
month, according to Bay City News
Service. ®



NEWSFRONT

Late former Livermore mayor loved city ‘with all his heart’

By CIERRA BAILEY

Dale Turner, who became
Livermore’s first directly elected
mayor more than 40 years ago, died
recently at his home in New Mexico.
He was 85.

“My stepmom Sabina Turner, my
sister Heather Bateson and I were
with him when he passed from this
life,” Turner’s son Christian Turner
told Livermore Vine. “An Air Force
veteran, a soccer coach, an amazing
banker, realtor, park director, city
council member, and mayor. We
all lost a great person that day,” he
added.

Turner had been battling
Parkinson’s disease and Lewy body
dementia since the mid-2010s, ac-
cording to a GoFundMe page cre-
ated in his honor. His wife was his
full-time caregiver for the past five
years.

Prior to his election in 1982, the
mayoral seat was appointed by fel-
low council members and rotated
every two years. While Turner’s last
term as Livermore mayor ended in
1989, he was affectionately known
as “Mr. Mayor” by many for a num-
ber of years thereafter. The city’s

Longtime community leader Dale Turner died at New Mexico home last month

flags flew at half-staff the week fol-
lowing his death.

“T'was very sorry to hear of the pass-
ing of former Mayor Dale Turner,”
said current Livermore Mayor John
Marchand. “He was a long-time com-
munity servant and Livermores first
directly elected Mayor. While 1 did
not have the opportunity to serve
with him on the Council, T appreci-
ate that he took the time and made
the effort to serve our community.”

Several years after his tenure on the
council, Turner served on the board
of the Livermore Area Recreation and
Park District for about six years. He
resigned from the board in 2007 to
move to Gold Country, which had
better air quality for his wife’s health.

“His decision to enter politics was
driven by his love for Livermore and
his desire to support the people he
cared about,” Bateson said of her
father.

Christian Turner echoed simi-
lar sentiments, adding that his dad
“loved Livermore with all his heart.”

Both Bateson and Christian Turner
shared that their father was known
by others for his generosity and
kindness.

“Growing up, my dad and I would
go to the grocery store to pick up
food — whenever people were in
line and did not have enough money
to pay for all of their groceries, he
would open his wallet and pay the
difference so that they would not
have to choose what groceries went
back,” Christian Turner said.

“He did this because he genuinely
loved the people of our community
and helped whenever he could. This
left an everlasting impression on how
caring and compassionate we can be
to one another. This is something I
will never forget,” he added.

Bateson spoke of how he showed
compassion to his clients in his pro-
fessional life.

“He had a gift of connecting with
people and seeing the best in them,
which is evident in his successful
careers as a banker and a real es-
tate agent. To this day, people still
come up to me and share how my
dad helped them when no one else
would,” she said, adding that her dad
assisted people who were struggling
to get approved for loans.

“My dad was that kind of guy —
always willing to help and forever

DSRSD picks Govindarao
to fill vacant seat

San Ramon doctor to prioritize public health and
innovation on water/sewer board

By NicoLE GONZALES

A new director has been ap-
pointed to serve on the Dublin
San Ramon Services District Board
of Directors, filling the empty
Division 1 seat.

Following the resignation of a
previous director, the Division 1
seat had been
vacant since
last December.
At its most re-
cent meeting,
the remaining
directors  se-
lected Dinesh
Govindarao, a
local medical
doctor and two-
time former candidate for mayor
of San Ramon, and he was sworn
in to fulfill the role.

Govindarao is expected to serve
a 22-month term through fall
2024 when there will be next
regular election for the seat.

“l am very excited and hon-
ored to have been appointed as a
board of director for the DSRSD,”
Govindarao said. “I have a strong
passion to serve our local com-
munity and this is a wonderful op-
portunity to serve in this capacity.”

With  experience in pub-
lic health and science, the new
Division 1 director said he will

Dinesh .
Govindarao

strive to prioritize safety and in-
novation. The agency provides al-
most 200,000 citizens with water,
wastewater and recycled water
services in Dublin, parts of San
Ramon and Pleasanton (sewer) by
contract.

“Given my professional experi-
ence, my primary focus will be on
public health and safety, when ad-
dressing water quality, water sup-
ply, recycled water and wastewater
management,” he said. “It is im-
portant to be innovative and look
for possible solutions to address
the needs of our growing popula-
tion and manage through severe
droughts. I would be interested to
look at innovative ways to increase
our recycled water usage as

The Division 1 seat was pre-
viously held by Marisol Rubio,
who vacated the position once
securing a spot on the San Ramon
City Council in the election last
November. Rubio officially left the
DSRSD board to start her new role
with the council on Dec. 13.

DSRSD operated with an empty
Division 1 seat and actively sought
a candidate after her departure by
appointment rather than a special
election.

After the application process
review, three possible candidates
were invited to a final interview at

the board meeting: Saqib Ahmad,
Olumide (Olu) Adeoye and
Govindarao. Ahmad is a product
manager and Adeoye is an en-
ergy transition professional with
experience in infrastructure and
venture capital.

Govindarao secured the posi-
tion and was sworn in for the role
for the remainder of the meeting.
His coverage area of Division 1
will include a large portion of San
Ramon’s Dougherty Valley.

Govindarao has been a longtime
resident of San Ramon and attend-
ed California High School. He ran
for San Ramon mayor in 2020 and
2022, being among the candidates
to lose to Mayor Dave Hudson
both times. Govindarao is also a
board member of the San Ramon
Valley Education Foundation.

As for his new platform goals,
Govindarao hopes to connect with
the community and champion
their needs.

“Water has been at the forefront
as a topic of concern for many
residents. I will strive to engage
our community and try to under-
stand their needs and concerns,”
Govindarao said.

He has been appointed by the
committee for the position of liai-
son for the cities of Pleasanton and
San Ramon. m

COURTESY HEATHER BATESON

Dale and Sabina Turner in 1985, three years after Dale became the first directly

elected mayor in Livermore history.

seeing the good in people,” she said.
“My dad did not hold grudges and
had a gift of putting people at ease.
He led with a smile and a handshake
and he truly cared.”

Long before planting roots in
Livermore, Turner was born in New
York in 1937 and lived there until his
family moved to California when he
was in high school, according to an
online obituary posted by his family.

Alter graduating from high school,
he served in the Air Force in the late
1950s. He was primarily stationed in

Guam. Upon leaving the military, he
returned to California and eventually
settled in Livermore.

Turner died on Jan. 15. He is sur-
vived by his wife Sabina Turner, son
Christian Turner, daughters Bateson
and Kerri Jung and their families.

A celebration of life service is set
for 1 p.m. on Feb. 23 at Cedar Grove
Church in Livermore. The service
will also be livestreamed for those
who are unable to attend in person.
Turners committal service will be a
private event for his family. m

THE CITY OF

BE A PART OF THE PUBLIC PROCESS -
VOLUNTEER FOR A CITY COMMISSION

The City Council recruits and appoints residents of Pleasanton
to a variety of boards and commissions, allowing them to
contribute to and influence decisions affecting the city,
providing advice and feedback on important community issues.

Applications are now being accepted
for the following vacancies:

LIBRARY COMMISSION
1 Vacancy — Youth member (minimum 9th grade)
PLANNING COMMISSION
1 Vacancy — Alternate member
YOUTH COMMISSION
2 Vacancies — 2 Alternate Student members
(minimum 6th grade)
ALTAMONT EDUCATION ADVISORY BOARD
The City of Pleasanton is recruiting for a member to participate
on the Altamont Education Advisory Board. The representative

must be a must be a Science, Environmental Education or
Vocational Education teacher from the Pleasanton Public Schools.

HOUSING AUTHORITY OF ALAMEDA COUNTY
(HACA) HOUSING COMMISSION

The City of Pleasanton is recruiting for an at-large

member to participate on the Housing Authority

of Alameda County (HACA) Housing Commission.

Apply by 5 PM, Monday, March 20, 2023, on the City of
Pleasanton website at http://www.cityofpleasantonca.gov/
gov/depts/clerk/boards/default.asp

Applicants must reside within Pleasanton city limits.

For more information contact the Office of the City Clerk
at (925) 931-5027.
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NEWSFRONT

State says spring wildflower blooms could be spectacular

Officials encourage potential viewers to follow the rules: ‘Don’t Doom the Bloom’

Winter showers will bring lots
of spring flowers, according to the
California Department of Parks and
Recreation.

The record rainfall in the state
will likely bring “spectacular wild-
flower blooms” this spring, the de-
partment said in a statement. That,
in turn, will attract thousands of
people.

Super blooms happen when a
season of heavy rain follows years
of drought that killed grasses and

weeds that take up nutrients. The
state says public land managers are
expecting “good” to “better-than-
average” wildflower blooms in the
spring, depending on the contin-
ued weather conditions.

Depending on the park, visitors
may see colorful California pop-
pies, sand verbena, desert sunflow-
ers, evening primrose, popcorn
flowers or desert lilies.

“If the state is lucky to be adorned
with wildflower blooms this spring,

in mechanical engineering.

several nieces and nephews.

Daniel Dawson
September 19, 1942 - February 6, 2023

After 80 years of a life well-
lived, Dan Dawson passed
away on February 6, 2023. Dan
was born on September 19,
1942 in Rockville Centre, New
York to Daniel W. Dawson
and Frances Davison Dawson.
Dan grew up in Oceanside,
New York, graduating from
Oceanside High School in 1960
and then heading off to Cornell
University, where he majored

While at Cornell, he met the
love of his life, Elizabeth (Betty) Enzel, a student at nearby
SUNY-Cortland. They married on August 14, 1965 and
moved to the Boston area to pursue further graduate studies.
Dan received a Master’s degree in 1968 and a PhD in 1973
from MIT in Mechanical Engineering and Materials Science.
First living in Cambridge, followed by Arlington and then
Bedford, Dan worked at the Watertown Arsenal conducting
research on metal alloys for various national defense applica-
tions which inspired his doctoral thesis in titanium alloys.
Always an avid runner, Dan ran the Boston Marathon four
times between 1968 and 1974.

Dan, Betty, and their two sons headed west in November,
1974 when Dan took a position with Sandia National
Laboratories in Livermore, California and purchased a
home in Pleasanton, where he lived until his passing. Over
the course of 30 years with Sandia he worked on both de-
fense-related projects and a nascent solar-energy generation
program. He continued his passion for running, including
doing several marathons and regularly “commuting” home
by running the 12 miles from Sandia.

Dan and Betty traveled extensively, ranging from family
road trips around California and the west to the British Isles,
Europe, Australia, New Zealand, Japan, and southeast Asia,
plus many vacations to their favorite Hawaiian island of
Kauai. Dan also reveled in his Scottish heritage, being active
for many years with the Caledonian Club of San Francisco
and its annual Highland Games in Pleasanton in addition to
the Pleasanton-Blairgowrie-Fergus Sister City Organization.
Starting back in his high school days, his interest in World
War II aircraft and insignia led to a lifelong mission of col-
lecting insignia and developing an extensive library of WWII
history, technical details, and strategic analysis.

Dan was preceded in death by his parents, Dan and
Frances, and Betty, his wife of 43 years. He is survived by his
brother, Richard, of Cary, Illinois, and sons, Dan of Novato,
California and Jonathan (Karen) of New York City as well as

A celebration of life ceremony will be held at 1:00pm
on Friday, February 17 at First Presbyterian Church of
Livermore, 2020 Fifth Street, Livermore.

In lieu of flowers the family asks that donations be made to
the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, https://www.lls.org/.

PAID OBITUARY
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we want to make sure that everyone
has a positive experience when ex-
ploring them,” said California State
Parks director Armando Quintero.
“California State Parks welcomes
all to enjoy these unpredictable,
rare occurrences but asks visitors to
‘Don’t Doom the Bloom’ by staying
on designated trails and taking only
photos, not flowers.”

Detailed information on this
year’s potential wildflower blooms
and park rules, in Spanish and
English, is available online at parks.
ca.gov/WildflowerBloom. m

—Tony Hicks, BCN Foundation

Wildflower bloom in 2019 in Anza-Borrego Desert State Park.

VIOLENCE

Continued from Page 5

school is either ineffective or
unable to provide a safe environ-
ment for all students.”

She said that her grandson,
who is currently attending
Hearst Elementary School, was
also recently bullied.

“The answer is not moving
kids who are bullied to another
school or homeschooling them,”
LaBarge said. “The answer is
holding parents responsible for
providing resources to the school
to help them combat the behav-
iors that we see at PMS and ear-
lier grades.”

Both city and district officials
aimed to assure parents that they
will be working closely with
each other to find solutions to
their concerns citing a joint city
and district meeting on April 20
where they plan on talking about
this issue.

“I want to highlight a comment
made — which are smart, action-
able, measurable, steps to go
forward,” Vice Mayor Jack Balch
said during the City Council
meeting. “We're going to have a
city-school liaison (meeting) in
April ... T really hope by then,

we have identified statistically,
measurably how we're going to
get a path forward. If a (school
resource officer) has to be dedi-
cated to the school itself, T hope
the school district will evaluate
that so that we can hear what the
school district needs to achieve
true solutions.”

While all of the parents said
they want to see more funds
going toward the police SRO
program, they want the city to
add additional funds for more
community officers at all the
schools.

“I would like to encourage our
city officials to come together
with our police department and
our school board and school
administrators to develop a clear
plan to prevent this culture of
bullying and fights,” Ghezal
Beliakoff told the council. “We
need to have a zero tolerance
policy for those who are bully-
ing, assaulting and also those
who are encouraging this be-
havior. This has to stop before a
child is seriously hurt.”

But while Mayor Karla Brown
attempted to assure parents that
they will be working to find
a solution, City Manager Gerry
Beaudin emphasized that this is
primarily a school district issue.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Screengrab from video of student altercation outside Pleasanton Public Library

onJan. 19

“Public safety is a city of
Pleasanton responsibility, but
when it comes to schools and
how discipline and public safety
is administered in the schools,
we do have a memorandum of
understanding and that is the
heart of the discussion about
how the district and the school
operate,” Beaudin said referenc-
ing the MOU between the district
and the city on how police offi-
cers are deployed to schools.

“But in terms of our budget,
and the things that we're doing
here, operationally, it is a com-
pletely different set of funding
source and set of different re-
sponsibilities here at the city rel-
ative to the school board and the
school district,” Beaudin added.

Pleasanton Middle School
principal Joe Nguyen also spoke
during the council meeting,
saying that he is hearing the
community’s concerns and said
that student safety will continue
to be at the forefront of his
administration.

He added that they will con-
tinue to engage with the commu-
nity on how to make adjustments
to how they can prevent this
from happening again.

“I have no tolerance for vio-
lence in schools, and that de-
serves a response, both disciplin-
ary and any other way that we
can do that, because we’re more
than just an educational ... insti-
tution. We have to teach how to
be people and how to be better
people,” Nguyen said.

PUSD Superintendent David
Haglund also commented on the
situation during his report to the
school board during the Feb.
9 meeting, but not before first
getting the location confused as
Hart Middle School, as opposed
to Pleasanton Middle School.

At the board meeting, Haglund
said that the district is “work-
ing with site administration to
address your concerns and to
ensure a safe, inclusive and aca-
demically rich environment is
accessible for all of our students
every day.” m



COMMUNITY PULSE

POLICE BULLETIN

Two charged in
Pleasanton armed
robbery

Two men accused of robbing a
person at gunpoint in Pleasanton
late last month have been formally
charged with second-degree felony
robbery, according to documents
from the Alameda County District
Attorney’ Office.

The two defendants — Tyrell
Antoine Brown, 24, and Andre Kaith
Ryan, 24 — are currently not listed
in the county’s “Inmate Locator” sys-
tems, which indicates that they are
no longer being held at the Santa
Rita Jail. According to their criminal
dockets, both of their bails were set
at $50,000.

News of their arrest first sur-
faced on Feb. 4 when the Pleasanton
Police Department posted on its
social media pages that two suspects
were arrested for robbery and pos-
session of stolen property.

According to a probable cause
declaration prepared by Pleasanton
police Officer Nickolas Skaggs, PPD
received a call on Jan. 30 just before
1 p.m. from a business owner who
reported that one of their employ-
ees was robbed at gunpoint in the
Huntswood Court neighborhood.

The employee stated in the report
that the two suspects, who were
later positively identified by the
victim based on photos provided
after their arrest, wore ski masks
while they robbed him of his wal-
let, cell phone and two of the busi-
ness owners laptops, according to
Skaggs.

The robbers also stole the victim’s
wallet, which contained a $1,200
company credit card that also be-
longed to the business owner, before
they took off in a black Honda
Accord, according to police.

But authorities allege the sus-
pects had the whole thing carefully
planned out as they followed the
victim from Antioch — where the
victim had made a cash withdrawal
from a bank — to Pleasanton.

“During the initial investiga-
tion, the reporting party advised
he left a bank in Antioch after
withdrawing $8,000 to pay his em-
ployees,” according to Skaggs. “A

review of fixed (automated license
plate reader) camera records in the
area captured the reporting party’s
pickup truck traveling westbound
on Bernal Avenue in Pleasanton ...
three seconds after the pickup truck
was captured by the fixed ALPR
camera, a black Honda Accord with
tinted windows and black wheels
was captured following behind the
victim’s pickup truck.”

After completing a registration
check of the vehicle and confirming
the owner was located in Antioch,
PPD received a notice from the busi-
ness owner who said their stolen
credit card was used in a CVS.

According to Skaggs’ report, the
robbers used the card to buy birth-
day cards and a Visa gift card at the
store, which led Pleasanton police to
notify the Antioch Police Department
to be on the lookout for the vehicle.

Then, around 6 p.m. the same
day, Antioch police officers located
the vehicle on the intersection of L
Street and Loma Lane in Antioch.
There they arrested Brown, who is
from Vallejo, and Ryan, who is from
Antioch.

“A review of our arrest data shows
that the majority of individuals ar-
rested by the police department are
not Pleasanton residents,” PPD Chief
David Swing told the Weekly in a
statement.

“There are several reasons why
this occurs; however, primar-
ily because many people come to
Pleasanton from outside the area for
our shopping, employment and din-
ing,” Swing added. “Pleasanton does
not exist in isolation. Being at the in-
tersection of two major interstates in
a metropolitan area rich in diversity
means that the diversity of those we
serve is greater than diversity of our
community.”

Skaggs alleged that upon arrival
he located in the trunk of the car the
stolen laptops, a gun that matched
the description from the victim and
the CVS items that Ryan was caught
on camera purchasing.

Both of their preliminary hearings
will take place on Feb. 15 at 9 a.m.
Brown is also actively on probation
in Solano County for carrying a con-
cealed firearm, which means he will
face a second charge of possession
of a firearm by a felon, according to
court documents.

—Christian Trujano

In other news

* The Fremont Police Department
is mourning the loss of one of its
own, as Det. Matthew Kerner died
after being found unresponsive in his
home in Livermore on Jan. 30, the
department announced last Friday.

A Fremont police spokesperson
said the case has been classified as a
death investigation and turned over
to the Alameda County Coroner’s
Bureau. The exact cause of death
is unknown at this time. Initial in-
vestigation suggests no evidence of
trauma or injury, police said. As with
any death investigation, an autopsy
and toxicology report are performed
to determine possible factors.

At approximately 2 a.m., Jan. 30,
the Livermore Police Department no-
tified Fremont police that its officers
responded to Kerner’s Livermore res-
idence and found him unresponsive.
First responders performed life-sav-
ing measures and transported Kerner
to a local hospital, where he died a
short time later.

“We send our deepest condolences
and sympathy to the family,” Fremont
Police Chief Sean Washington said in
a statement. “Our department is dev-
astated by the tragic loss of Detective
Kerner. We are heartbroken and ex-
periencing a great deal of sadness as
a result of losing our colleague.”

Private services are being arranged
by Kerner’s family.

—Bay City News Service

e The investigation continues
into the death of a Tri-Valley man
who was killed in a shooting in San
Franciscos Potrero Hill District late
last month.

The San Francisco Office of the
Chief Medical Examiner has iden-
tified the decedent as 44-year-old
Demario Lockett. The office cited
Locketts residency as Contra Costa
County, but the San Francisco Police
Department previously confirmed
the victim lived in Dublin.

The shooting occurred on the night
of Jan. 28 in the 700 block of Missouri
Street. Police reported officers from
the SFPD Bayview Station responded
to the area at 8:19 p.m. after receiving
a shot spotter activation.

Officers could not find any victims
at the scene, but police dispatch
alerted them to a man arriving at an
area hospital with apparent gunshot

wounds at 8:29 p.m., according to
SFPD.

The man, later identified as
Lockett, died from his injuries at the
hospital. Investigators would deter-
mine that he had been shot on the
700 block of Missouri Street, accord-
ing to SFPD.

The investigation remains over-
seen by the SFPD Homicide Detail.
There were no updates in the case
releasable to the public as of last
week, according to the department.

—Jeremy Walsh

* Eight people are facing felony
charges for their alleged involvement
in a theft scheme targeting Apple
stores including one in the Tri-Valley
and stealing about $1 million in elec-
tronic products, California Attorney
General Rob Bonta announced last
week.

In their organized operation, the
suspects stole approximately $1 mil-
lion worth of expensive electron-
ic products from locations across
California, including stores in the Bay
Areas Alameda, Santa Clara, Contra
Costa, Marin and San Francisco
counties, according to Bonta.

At a press conference held in
the California Highway Patrols San
Francisco office on Feb. 9, Bonta
said the suspects would enter Apple
stores, hold back employees and cus-
tomers, steal products, which they
would likely later resell for a profit,
and flee within seconds or minutes.

A 2022 investigation from CHP%
organized retail crime task force and
partnering agencies revealed that
suspects would steal thousands of
dollars’ worth of iPhones, iPads and
other high-value items at each retail
location.

The incidents were far from petty
theft or shoplifting, but an organized
scheme, said Bonta.

“Today’s announcement should
serve as yet another warning to those
who engage in this criminal activ-
ity and commit brazen crimes with
no regard for the safety of workers,
our businesses and our communi-
ty,” Bonta said. “We are watching
you, and we will always hold you
accountable.”

The eight suspects now face mul-
tiple felony charges involving con-
spiracy, grand theft, theft in amounts
above $500,000 and white-collar
enhancement.

The criminal complaint alleges the
operation’s targets included the Apple
Store in Stoneridge Shopping Center
in Pleasanton on Aug. 5, 2022.
Nearby, the Apple Store in downtown
Walnut Creek was hit on Jan. 7.

Bonta said the takedown couldn't
have happened without a collabora-
tive effort between his office, local law
enforcement agencies and the CHP.
He specifically thanked officers of
the retail crime task force for shutting
down large theft schemes that harm
businesses and local communities.

Steve Ramos, assistant chiel of
CHP Golden Gate Division, said
since their task force began in 2019,
$28.3 million worth of stolen goods
have been recovered. He said the
initiative is an example of what good
law enforcement partnerships can
look like.

Bonta encourages any resident
who witnesses a retail crime to sub-
mit a tip at his website, oag.ca.gov/
retail-theft.

“If you have any information or
evidence that can stop retail theft,
please share it with us and we will
put it to work,” Bonta said. “Any
crime investigation is an effort, and
Californians can play their part, in-
cluding all of you.”

—-Olivia Wynkoop, BCN Foundation

e A former prison guard at the
Federal Correctional Institute Dublin
was sentenced to 20 months in pris-
on on Feb. 9 for abusive sexual con-
tact with a prison inmate.

Enrique Chavez, 50, a former
Manteca resident, pleaded guilty last
October to abusing an inmate under
his supervision at the facility in
October 2020, according to a press
release from the U.S. Department of
Justice.

Chavez admitted to locking the
inmate in a food pantry before abus-
ing her.

Chavez was also ordered to serve
10 years of supervised release upon
his completion of his prison time. He
must surrender by April 7.

He was indicted on two counts,
but one of the abuse charges was
dismissed as part of the sentencing
by Judge Yvonne Gonzales Rodgers.
Chavezs is the latest conviction in
the ongoing investigation into al-
leged rampant abuse at the women’s
federal prison in Dublin. m

—Bay City News Service

POLICE REPORT

The Pleasanton Police Department made
the following information available.

Feb. 10

Shoplifting

m1:27 p.m. on the 1700 block of Santa
Rita Road

m2:13 p.m. on the 6000 block of
Johnson Drive

Warrant arrest

m2:13 p.m. on the 3800 block of
Vineyard Avenue

Vandalism

m3:08 p.m. on the 5600 block of West
Las Positas Boulevard

Robbery

m5:32 p.m. on the 1100 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road

Feb. 9
Theft

m7:57 a.m., 5100 block of Hopyard
Road; theft from auto

m2:02 p.m. on the 1000 block of
Serpentine Lane

m3:42 p.m., 3400 block of Boulder
Street; theft from structure

Vandalism

m12:41 a.m. on the 3000 block of
Hopyard Road

Criminal threats

m2:38 p.m. on the 5300 block of Case
Avenue

Domestic battery
m8:40 p.m. on Case Avenue

Feb. 8

Burglary

W 12:53 a.m. on the 4700 block of
Willow Road

Assault/battery

W 5:41 a.m. on the 3000 block of
Stanley Boulevard

Theft

m8:26 a.m., 1700 block of Santa Rita
Road; shoplifting

m5:56 p.m., 4300 block of Valley
Avenue; theft from auto

Fraud

m3:08 p.m. on the 500 block of Rowell
Lane

m5:30 p.m. on the 000 block of Vintage
Circle

Domestic battery
m6:04 p.m. on Vintage Circle
Domestic battery

m6:40 p.m. at Santa Rita Road and
West Las Positas Boulevard

Feb. 7

Warrant arrest

B 12 a.m. on the 5500 block of Johnson
Drive

m7:43 p.m. on the 4500 block of
Rosewood Drive

m9:54 p.m. on the 6000 block of
Johnson Drive

Drug violation

m3:40 a.m. on the 3500 block of
Carlsbad Court

Domestic battery
m10:59 a.m. on Santa Rita Road
Theft

m2:09 p.m., 7700 block of Oak Creek
Court; catalytic converter theft

m4:25 p.m. on the 5500 block of
Springhouse Drive

Trespassing/prowling

m11:12 p.m. on the 300 block of
Sycamore Road

DUI
W 11:36 p.m. at Santa Rita Road and
Mohr Avenue

Feb. 6

Fraud

W7:47 a.m. on the 500 block of Boulder
Court
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(Photo by Cierra Bailey). Bottom left: Members of the Umoja learning commu
BCRC. (Courtesy LPC). Above: LPC students and BEA members join in a grouj

CELEBRATING'BLACK'CULTU

Campus resource center serves as hub for African American students,

lack History Month is in full swing at

Las Positas College with a lineup of

celebratory events, but the centering

of Black culture on campus is a year-
round effort supported by the Black Education
Association and student groups.

The BEA is “an employee development group
that provides culturally reflective, responsive, and
relevant programs and support to Black identified
employees and students at Las Positas College,”
according to its mission statement.

While the BEA exists across the Chabot-Las

Positas Community College District, the mem-
bers at LPC include President Dyrell Foster as
well as Carolyn Scott, the executive assistant to
the vice president of academic services; Emerald
Templeton, the educational partnerships project
manager and Jeanne Wilson, the vice president of
student services, among several other faculty and
staff members at the Livermore campus.

In a recent interview with the Weekly, Scott,
Templeton and Wilson shared the ways that
the organization supports Black members of
the campus community during Black History

COURTESY LPC

BEA members Emerald Templeton (left) and Carolyn Scott help oversee and organize events at

the BCRC.

Page 12 ¢ February 17, 2023 ¢ Pleasanton Weekly

Month and beyond.

A core value of the BEAs mission is to promote
a sense of belonging and cultivate a welcoming
environment for Black employees and students
and one of the efforts toward achieving this mis-
sion was recently opening the Black Cultural
Resource Center (BCRC), a physical space on
campus that offers various resources and pro-
grams and serves as a hub for events.

The centers grand opening was in spring of
2022, but the planning for it began in fall of 2021
— in the midst of pandemic recovery.

“We knew that we would be returning (to
campus) and one of the ways that we were trying
to prepare for that was thinking about the many
ways that we can serve our students,” Templeton
said.

“Our president has charged us all with think-
ing about how to engage in an anti-racist environ-
ment and one of the charges that he has given us
is to make this a destination college, particularly
for Black students,” she added.

Scott noted that the need for the center
stemmed from feedback from students that didnt
feel supported or that they had a centralized, safe
space on campus where they could share experi-
ences and camaraderie with one another.

Several of this years Black History Month
events at the college are centered around bring-
ing students together in the BCRC, including the
screening of the Netflix comedy “You People”
followed by a “porch talk” discussion that took
place on Feb. 6 and the upcoming Afro-Centric
Healing Workshop set for Feb. 22.

Among the student groups involved in

planning Black History Month events and that
use the BCRC for their meetings and gatherings
are the Black Student Union and the Umoja
learning community as well as “Sista 2 Sista”
— a leadership development support group
for women of color — and the student charter
program of A2MEND, which seeks to support
African American male success in college and life.

While most of the events this month are geared
toward members of the campus community,
their culminating celebration to round out Black
History Month is a talent showcase in the Mertes
Center for the Arts set for Feb. 23 that is open to
the public.

“If we look at the history of Black History
Month, the whole purpose is to celebrate the
contributions and the excellence that we see in
Black communities,” Templeton said.

In addition to Black History Month, the
BEA calendar includes events to commemorate
Women’ History Month in March, Black Student
Success Week in April and even Black graduation
celebrations in May.

The BEA has been organizing programs and
events and supporting students long before they
had the physical resource center.

Wilson said she initially founded the group
about 10 years ago in her own living room.

“There were not very many African American
leaders or even counselors or faculty, so it was
very important for us to come together to be able
to support each other as we supported students,”
Wilson said, noting that the group started with
roughly 30 people.

Over the years, the organization has become



Left: The BCRC held a
luncheon celebrating
Black Student Success
Week in 2022.
(Courtesy LPC)
Below: Members of
the BEA during their
Retreat to Excellence
last September.
(Courtesy LPC)

are meant to bring students together in the Black Cultural Resource Center.
nity take a group photo after a screening of the Netflix film “You People” in the
» photo last fall. (Courtesy LPC)
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more established and the BCRC is coordinated
and staffed by BEA members as the center does
not currently have a director overseeing it.

“All of the faculty, classified professionals and
administrators have stepped up to help to make
sure that students know that they have a warm
and welcoming en-
vironment ~ where
they can always
come to find sup-
port,” Wilson said.

“In the center, we
offer snacks, there
are tutoring oppor-
tunities, theres a lot
of Historically Black
College transfer in-
formation, there’s
going to be a college
tour coming up this
semester and just different workshops that build
community.”

The center also serves as a space for socializing.
“There was a game night where even the presi-
dent came in to play games with the students —
its just a welcoming environment,” Wilson said.

Currently, about 4% of LPC students are of
African descent, according to Wilson. However,
she said that as part of their educational master
plan, Foster has identified increasing those num-
bers as a goal.

“When we think about the mission of commu-
nity colleges as being an equity mission, we really
want to reinforce that its not just for one type of
student it can be for anyone,” Templeton said

while highlighting that as a part of their initiative
to attract more Black students, the campus hosts
tours for youth that encourage them to envision
themselves in college and particularly at LPC.

The BCRC also serves as a significant compo-
nent of not only attracting students to the college

but supporting them
academically.

“When you look at
research on cultural
centers or any other
kind of community
center for students,
time and again qual-
itative and quantita-
tive research points
to these centers
being really impor-
tant not only to de-
velopment — like

social identity development — but to their
academic success,” Templeton said, adding that
the tutoring services offered in the center are
especially crucial for that reason.

Wilson echoed similar sentiments. “I think the
key to success for most students is the relation-
ship piece, so if someone knows my name ... At
our college we have the caring campus campaign
and part of the campaign is that all employees
will wear their ID. Its something as simple as
(students) seeing someone with a name badge
and knowing thats someone they can talk to,”
she said.

Scott agreed with her colleagues and offered an
example of how establishing relationships with

students is a priority within the BEA.

She recalled a situation when a student felt one
of their instructors was being biased and they
didn’t feel comfortable talking directly to them so
they shared their concerns with Scott and she was
able to offer support and another perspective on
the issue that the student was dealing with. “They
felt better about going to class; they didn' feel like
they were being picked on anymore,” she said.

In addition to the many resources that the BEA

and the BCRC provide, Wilson said at the heart
of their mission is love.

“Culturally, it’s easy for many to say, ‘Ilove you,
‘Thats my brother’ or ‘Thats my sister.” You may
not be my biological brother or sister but because
we have been through many of the same struggles
and have many of the same backgrounds, we are
grounded and rooted in family,” she said.

To learn more about the BCRC and the BEA,
visit laspositascollege.edwbcre. m

COURTESY LPC

In addition to Black History Month, the BEA calendar includes events in the spring for Black Student

Success Week and Black graduation celebrations.
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Tri-Valley

Life

What’s happening around
the Valley in music, theater,
art, literature and more

SOUNDS OF THE GLOBE

at the Bankhead

Canadian Brass takes stage Sunday; International Guitar Night follows Feb. 24

here will be an international
<:ll-ﬂavor, instrumentally speak-

ing, at the Bankhead Theater
in downtown Livermore over the
next week.

Renowned quintet Canadian Brass
will bring their engaging stage show
this Sunday afternoon during the
holiday weekend. Then five days
later, the International Guitar Night
tour will be returning to Livermore
for the fifth time over the years,
featuring guitar masters from three
continents in one concert.

With a long career of dozens of
albums, worldwide tours and tele-
vision appearances including “The
Tonight Show” and “Sesame Street”,
Canadian Brass “has elevated the
art of the brass quintet to what it
is today,” according to Livermore
Valley Arts officials.

“Each of their concerts shows the
full range from trademark Baroque
and Broadway hits, to new com-
positions and arrangements created
especially for them — from for-
mal classical presentations to music
served up with lively dialogue and
theatrical effects,” LVA reps said.

“The hallmark of any Canadian
Brass performance is entertainment,
spontaneity, virtuosity, and, most of
all, exploring the possibilities of an
all-brass chamber group with a spirit
of fun — but never at the expense
of the music, performed with ut-
most dedication, skill and excel-
lence,” they said, adding: “With four
decades under their belts, Canadian
Brass continues to thrill audiences
around the world — and they don't
look like they are letting up anytime
soon.”

Canadian Brass’ matinee concert
at the Bankhead is set for 3 p.m.
Sunday (Feb. 19).

v I
]

138

=

BY JEREMY WALSH

A

- 3

Pl o
i o

Above: Canadian Brass is bringing their talents to the Bankhead Theater on Feb. 19. (Photo by Nina Yoshida Nelsen). Below: International Guitar Night on
Feb. 24 will feature (from left) Jocelyn Gould, Olli Soikkeli and Jestis Guerrero. (Photos courtesy LVA)

Then on Feb. 24, the International
Guitar Night tour is back at the
Bankhead. The concert will include
Canadian jazz guitarist and vocalist
Jocelyn Gould, joined by Flamenco
master Jestus Guerrero of Spain,
Australian contemporary classical
guitarist Stephanie Jones and jazz
guitarist Olli Soikkeli of Finland.

A native of Winnipeg who later
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studied jazz at the University of
Manitoba and Michigan State
University, Gould performed while
living in New York City and later
became a professor in Toronto, ac-
cording to LVA officials. Her debut
record, “Elegant Traveler”, won a
Juno Award for Jazz Album of the
Year in 2021.

Guerrero started playing guitar at

the age of 11 in his native Spain,
and his talent has been growing ever
since. “Jests” natural virtuosity with
the instrument and his musical cre-
ativity has led to him becoming one
of the most sought-after figures of the
current flamenco scene, performing
with his trio, in duet with his wife
Alba Carmona, and also assisting
many great singers,” LVA reps said.

Jones, an Australia national cur-
rently based in Germany, is an ac-
tive soloist and chamber musician
who recently earned her master’s de-
gree in classical guitar performance.
“Stephanie is passionate about shar-
ing her music with others and is rec-
ognized as an innovative and deeply
musical artist,” according to LVA.

Soikkeli also started playing gui-
tar young, at 12 years old in his
native Finland, and once he was
introduced to the music of Django
Reinhardt and other jazz greats a
few years later, his musical fate
was sealed. He’s toured throughout
Europe and played at legendary jazz
venues in New York City during
his blossoming career, LVA officials
noted.

International Guitar Night is set
to take over the Bankhead at 8 p.m.
next Friday (Feb. 24).

For more information on both
concerts, visit www.LivermoreArts.
org. m



TRI-VALLEY LIFE

Children’s theater troupe presenting
two winter musicals

‘Five Children and It’ and ‘The Battle of Boat’ at Village Theatre

Members of Christian Youth Theater, a Tri-Valley performing arts company, perform onstage during the 2022 fall
showcase (above) and take part in a past summer camp program (below).

By NicoLE GONZALES

Local childrens performing arts
group, Christian Youth Theater, is
set to bring two full winter produc-
tions to the Tri-Valley in the coming
weeks.

The group has announced “Five
Children and It” and “The Battle
of Boat” as the two musicals to be
debuted at the Village Theatre in
downtown Danville.

“Five Children and It” will play
from Feb. 23-26, with Thursday,
Friday and Saturday shows starting
at 7 p.m. and afternoon shows on
Saturday and Sunday at 2 p.m.

“The Battle of Boat” runs from
March 2-5 with 7 p.m. perfor-
mances held that Thursday, Friday
and Saturday and afternoon shows
that Saturday and Sunday at 2 p.m.

Rita Cheung Baird, playwright
and musical director for “Five
Children and 1It”, spoke to the
Weekly about her vision for the
show and experience with CYT.

“My goal with ‘Five Children and
It was simple: to write something
that a Christian Youth theater group
would love to perform. It had to be
beautiful and challenging for the
older actors but still fun and appro-
priate for the younger actors,” Baird
said.

Based on E. Nesbits classic chil-
dren’s novel of the same name, CYT
brings “Five Children and It” to the
stage in a musical context for the
first time ever.

“It was perfect — magic, a sand
fairy, five children, a family, a town,”
Baird said. “It had a great variety of
characters and aspects that were ap-
pealing to both children and adults.
I also wanted a story that taught
something without being preachy,

and the themes jumped out at me
pretty quickly.”

Baird and her family first got
involved with CYT in early 2019
when her children worked in stage
production and later began per-
forming in shows.

“As 1 watched the actors and
directors at work, I really fell in
love with CYT,” Baird said of her
initial time with the group. “I saw
the friendships my daughters had, 1
saw their striving for artistic excel-
lence, 1 saw the joy on their faces,
and the joy it gave me too.”

When reflecting on joining CYT
and becoming involved with the
productions, Baird said she feels
gratitude above all else.

“Personally, 1T have grown im-
mensely as a musician and an artist.
CYT has encouraged me to use my
talents and inspired me to do things
I had only dreamed of doing,” she
said. “It has become a second family
for us, and my family is all involved
now in different ways.”

“This is community theater at
its best because it truly involved a
community. So many people were
involved in the development of
these shows,” Baird added.

“The Battle of Boat”, which is
making its West Coast premiere
with CYT5s production, tells the
story of children finding their way
in the world in 1916, in the midst
of World War 1. The musical fea-
tures almost the entire dialogue
through song.

CYT was founded in 2014 with
the mission of teaching children
ages 4 to 18 the intricacies of the-
ater production and performance
art. Students of the theater are
taught skills in a variety of topics,
such as performing, stage manage-
ment, singing and tech.

Over the years, the group has
held performances across the
Tri-Valley.

To purchase tickets and find out
more information about CYT, visit
www.cyttrivalley.org. m

Morehead to serve
2nd term as Dublin
poet laureate

DHS poetry events,
other workshops planned across city

By NicoLE GONZALES

James Morehead sees poetry in
Dublin and its communities. As the
recently reappointed poet laureate
for the city, he hopes to shine a
spotlight on literary arts and written
forms of self-expression.

Morehead was officially selected
for the role by members at the Feb.
7 Dublin City Council meeting.
Mayor Melissa Hernandez certified
Morehead for the position, marking
his second term that runs through
December 2024.

“Its an opportunity to put a spot-
light on the literary arts in the com-
munity and to expand the aware-
ness and appreciation of poetry,”
Morehead said. “Poetry is not just
being created by a small niche part
of the community; poetry is being
created by many people.”

Members from the Heritage and
Cultural Arts Commission reviewed
applications for the role. Applicants
were then invited to read an original
poem to the commission on Jan. 12.

The voting was unanimously in
favor of Morehead.

Morehead, a published author and
resident of the city since 2000, was
initially selected for his first term in
June 2021.

His two published poetry books,
“Canvas” and “Portraits of Red and
Gray”, have received national rec-
ognition. His third book is set to
publish later this year.

“We have a very diverse commu-
nity across Dublin,” Morehead said.
“People have immigrated here from
all around the world, and as a result,
they brought into the community
not only different languages for the

poetry they cre-
ate but different
styles and ap-
proaches to poet-
ry. Its exciting to
be able to amplify
that.”

For his second
term, Morehead

James
has plans to work Morehead
with Dublin High
School for the Poetry Out Loud com-
petition in 2024.

He explained how many people
may not feel comfortable writing
or reciting poetry because there is a
lack of awareness and space to do so
freely. With his platform, he plans to
continue creating those welcoming
environments.

“Its just that most of them don'
have a safe space to share what
they've created, so they kind of do it
in private or for friends and family,”
he said. “That is a key role of the
poet laureate, providing safe spaces
for people to share what they've
created.”

Aside from poetry, Morehead
serves on the DHS Engineering and
Design Academy advisory board.

The role of a poet laureate in
Dublin was first introduced in 2007
when City Council members ap-
proved the notion and set a list of
duties they should strive for. Those
include completing public poetry
reading events throughout the city
and assisting in literary classes or
workshops for the public.

The role is meant to advocate and
encourage poetry, literacy and read-
ing for the citizens of Dublin. Terms
are fulfilled in two years. m

COURTESY FIREHOUSE ARTS

‘Mardi Gras Celebration’

at the Firehouse

Amador Valley High alum Jeff Bordes will help bring the feel of
Bourbon Street to downtown Pleasanton this weekend, as the
trumpeter and jazz composer will lead “Jeff Bordes and Friends’
Mardi Gras Celebration” at his hometown Firehouse Arts Center.
Tickets remain available for the lively concert, embodying the New
Orleans jazz spirit, set for 8 p.m. Saturday (Feb. 18). To learn more,

visit firehousearts.org.
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Opinion

LETTERS

Bauer-Kahan agenda is not
‘ambitious’. Come on!

When you ask Californians what
the biggest issues are facing the
state, the No. 1 issue by a mile is ei-
ther housing costs or homelessness.
Over and over again people say they
don't think they have a future in the
state.

The most notable thing about

Asm. Rebecca Bauer-Kahan’s leg-
islative agenda is that she appears
to have no interest or no solutions
for anything involving housing. She
consistently votes no (or NVR) on
her colleagues’ attempts to increase
housing production or increase pro-
tections for vulnerable tenants.

I am reasonably familiar with
salary scales for local journalism so
you must be familiar with this issue
and/or anxious about your own
ability to stay in the state or hire
more journalists. Come on! Aren’t

Public Notices

BIGVOODOO DADDY CONSTRUCTION
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 594565

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) BIGVOODOO DADDY CONSTRUCTION,
located at 29137 MARSHBROOK DRIVE
HAYWARD, CA 94545, ALAMEDA.

This business is conducted by: an Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):

MARK C. PRZYBUS

29137 MARSHBROOK DRIVE

HAYWARD, CA 94545

Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name(s) listed
above on 11/01/2022

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Alameda on January 06
2023.

(PLW Jan 27, Feb 3, 10 and 17, 2023)

LEOPARDI WRITING CONFERENCE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 595017

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) Leopardi Writing Conference, located
at 443 37th Street Oakland, CA 94609,
Alameda County.

This business is conducted by: a Joint
Venture

The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):

THOMAS COONEY

443 37th Street

Oakland, CA 94609

FREDERICK LAIN HART

6709 40th Ave

UP, MD 90782

Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name(s) listed
above on 05/15/2018

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Alameda on January 25
2023.

(PLW Feb 17, 24, Mar 3 and 10, 2023)

SANTA RITA AUTO SALES & SERVICE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 594778

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) SANTA RITA AUTO SALES & SERVICE,
located at 3878 OLD SANTA RITA ROAD,
PLEASANTON, CA 94588, ALAMEDA.
This business is conducted by: a Limited
Liability Company.

The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):

SANTA RITA AUTO SALES & SERVICE, LLC
3878 OLD SANTA RITA ROAD,
PLEASANTON, CA 94588

CALIFORNIA

Registrant has not yet begun to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above.

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Alameda on January 17
2023.

(PLW Feb 3,10, 17 and 24, 2023)

YOANA BEAUTY SALON & BARBER
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 595023

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) YOANA BEAUTY SALON & BARBER,
located at 3600 INTERNATIONAL BLVD,
OAKLAND, CA, ALAMEDA COUNTY.

This business is conducted by: an Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):

YOANA ALEXANDRA ROMERO GUZMAN
466 WARDEN AVE

SAN LEANDRO CA 94577

Registrant began transacting business

under the fictitious business name(s) listed
above on 02/15/22.

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Alameda on January 26,
2023.

(PLW Feb 10, 17, 24 and Mar 3, 2023)

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF
NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF
CALIFORNIA FORTHE COUNTY OF
ALAMEDA

Case No.: 23CV025965

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:

Petitioner: Rachel Luiza Dunaway filed

a petition with this court for a decree
changing names as follows:

RACHEL LUIZA DUNAWAY to RAIN LUIZA
DUNAWAY

THE COURT ORDERS that all persons
interested in this matter appear before

this court at the hearing indicated below
to show cause, if any, why the petition for
change of name should not be granted.
Any person objecting to the name changes
described above must file a written
objection that includes the reasons for the
objection at least two court days before the
matter is scheduled to be heard and must
appear at the hearing to show cause why
the petition should not be granted. If no
written objection is timely filed, the court
may grant the petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING: 03/07/2023, 9:30am,
Civil, Dept. 14 of the Superior Court of
California, County of Alameda located at
1221 Oak St., Oakland, CA 94612.

A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE shall
be published at least once each week for
four successive weeks prior to the date set
for hearing on the petition in the following
newspaper of general circulation, printed in
this county:

PLEASANTON WEEKLY

Date: 01/20/2023

Charles A. Smiley

JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT

(PLW Jan 27, Feb 3, 10 and 17, 2023)

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF
NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF
CALIFORNIA FORTHE COUNTY OF
ALAMEDA

Case No.: 23CV027658

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:

Petitioner: Almas Kenges and Yanina Kenges
filed a petition with this court for a decree
changing names as follows:

ZAKARIAH KENGES to ZAKARIA KENGES
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons
interested in this matter appear before

this court at the hearing indicated below

to show cause, if any, why the petition for
change of name should not be granted.
Any person objecting to the name changes
described above must file a written
objection that includes the reasons for the
objection at least two court days before the
matter is scheduled to be heard and must
appear at the hearing to show cause why
the petition should not be granted. If no
written objection is timely filed, the court
may grant the petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING: 03/21/2023, 9:30 AM,
Dept 14 of the Superior Court of California,
County of Alameda located at 1221 Oak
Street, Oakland, CA 94612.

A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE shall
be published at least once each week for
four successive weeks prior to the date set
for hearing on the petition in the following
newspaper of general circulation, printed in
this county:

PLEASANTON WEEKLY

Date: 02/10/2023

Charles A. Smiley

JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT

(PLW Feb 17, 24, Mar 3 and 10, 2023)

Place a legal notice at
PleasantonWeekly.com/legal_notices/
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you concerned your own Assembly
member has no interest in what’s
going on in your life?

1 would use a lot of words to de-
scribe Asm. Bauer-Kahan’s agenda,
but “ambitious” is not one of them,
when it doesn't offer anything on
the number one topic people are
concerned about.

—Kevin Burke, in response to Feb. 10
“What a Week” column

PG&E exec’s thoughts on
natural gas prices

West Coast natural gas prices
have been rising this winter, and
PG&E wants our customers to
know their energy bills are likely to
rise as a result.

PG&E does not control the mar-
ket prices we pay for natural gas,
and we dont mark up the cost of
the energy we buy to serve our
customers.

In late January, California average
daily prices were five times higher
than the U.S. benchmark and those
in New York and Chicago.

Price increases are due largely
to higher demand and tighter sup-
plies, as customers use more natural
gas for heating during cooler than
normal temperatures, and as power
plants use more natural gas to meet
electricity demand.

PG&E customers have used
more gas than the five-year average,
with November usage 20% higher,
December 10%, and January 10%
higher. As a result, residential gas
and electricity bills could be 32%
higher on average from November
2022 to March 2023 compared to
the same time last winter, with most
of the increase for energy supply
costs.

PG&E works to limit price im-
pacts by accessing the lowest-priced
gas from three gas production ba-
sins, withdrawing gas from under-
ground storage and using financial
hedging products to lock in lower
prices.

We're also working with regula-
tors, policymakers and lawmakers
to provide bill relief — including
supporting the California Public
Utilities Commission’s decision to
distribute the annual April Climate
Credit as soon as possible, a $91.17
credit for PG&E customers receiv-
ing gas and electricity. We also sup-
port the governors call for a federal
investigation into high gas market
prices.

For energy tips and resources,
visit www.pge.com/winter.

—Aaron Johnson, PG&E Bay Area

regional vice president

HIGHLIGHTS

City Council Meetin

Tuesday, February 21, 2023, at 7:00 p.m.

City of Pleasanton Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Ave.,
via video/teleconference and will be broadcast live on
Channel 29 and at https://www.tri-valleytv.org and

https://www.youtube.com/user/TheCityofPleasanton.

amendments

Update

Residential

new parking structure.

e Accept the FY 2022/23 midyear budget report and
adopt a resolution approving FY 2022/23 budget

e Receive Water Supply Alternatives Study Quarterly

Planning Commission Meeting
Wednesday, February 22, 2023, at 7:00 p.m.
Instructions on how to participate and offer comments will
be available after February 15, 2023, when the agenda is
posted on the City’s website at: cityofpleasantonca.gov/gov/
depts/cd/planning/commission/planning_agenda.asp

e PUD-136, Simon Property Group, Stoneridge Mall

Consideration of: (1) Adoption of an Addendum to the
Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (SEIR) for

the City of Pleasanton Housing Element and Climate
Action Plan General Plan Amendment and Rezonings;
and (2) Application for Planned Unit Development (PUD)
Development Plan approval to construct 360 multi-family
apartment units and related site improvements including a

To explore more about Pleasanton,

visit us at www.cityofpleasantonca.gov

President Pinocchio

Last week, President Pinocchio
Biden told so many lies during his
State of the Union address that his
nose grew longer than ever. Lets
fact-check some of his big lies.

He claimed to have reduced the
deficit — in reality he spent $4.2
trillion extra dollars that his bud-
get did not have. He claimed he
inherited a poor economy — in
reality when Pinocchio took over
the economy was in excellent health,
1.5% inflation and no recession.

He claimed wages have increased
— in reality the small increases have
been erased by his high inflation. He
claimed to be tough on China — in
reality he is very weak against China.
He claimed the southern border is
secure — in reality more illegal
aliens, criminals and fentanyl have
come across the border in the past
two years than in the past 30 years.

Please, President Pinocchio, stop
lying to the American people.

—David Ott

Republicans deliver
dangerous spectacle

From the party who brought you
bleach as a cure for COVID, we get
a Speaker of the House elected after
15 ballots, George Santos, plans to
gut Social Security and Medicare,
George Santos, a bill to tax working
families 30% while letting billion-
aires avoid paying their fair share,
George Santos, committees set up to
exact revenge for investigations into
the January 6 insurrection, and, still,
George Santos.

The same MAGA Republicans who
supported the attempted overthrow
of our government now control the
House of Representatives. Watching
President Biden’s State of the Union
address last week, I was appalled by
these MAGA Republicans as they
delivered a dangerous spectacle.

What also struck me were the
moments during the speech when
Kevin McCarthy and his MAGA col-
leagues smirked or rolled their eyes
at commonsense measures covered
by the president that are broadly
popular.

Capping the cost of insulin, making
hearing aids more affordable, taxing
billionaires more than teachers and
firefighters — these are things that
Americans want and voted for in the
last three elections. But Republicans
apparently think they’re all bad ideas,
along with paid family medical leave
and affordable childcare, based on
their reactions when the president
raised each of the issues.

Make no mistake: The agenda of
MAGA Republicans is not focused
on “we the people”. Their motivation
is to hand the wealth created by the
hard work of ‘we the people” to bil-
lionaires, donors and corporations,
while making it tougher to make
ends meet for working people.

—Ward Kanowsky



Sports

... PLEASANTON

PREPS

By DENNIS MILLER

Amador girls ready
for NCS soccer playoffs

Also: Resolution allows city adult softball season to proceed

The Amador Valley girls’ varsity
soccer team ended the regular sea-
son with exacting revenge against
Foothill, getting a 2-0 win on Feb. 9.

Back in December, Foothill
shocked the Dons 1-0, and it was a
loss that ate at the Amador team all
season.

The game last week was 0-0 at the
half before the Dons broke through.
Parker Brown got the first goal off
a corner kick by Brooke Walker.
Walker then got the second goal on a
long free kick.

The Dons will enter the North
Coast Section playoffs with the No. 3
seed in Division L

Foothill boys’ soccer

With three weeks left in the
East Bay Athletic League season,
the Falcons were looking like they

would not even get a sniff of the
NCS playofts.

But three weeks can be a lot of
time and after the Falcons ran off
five straight wins to close out the
regular season, Foothill finds itself
as the No. 14 seed and opens at
No. 3-seeded Monte Vista in the
Division I playoffs.

The last week of the season start-
ed with a 4-1 win over California.
Jensen McMillan scored three goals
and Anthony Bonev got one goal for
Foothill.

The Falcons then closed out the
regular season with a 3-1 win over
Amador — a win that got the team
into the NCS tournament.

Bonev, Alejandro Ramirez and
Matthew Tahir scored the goals.
Zach Watson had an assist.

Pleasanton Preps sponsored by

IR
PORKY’S
PIZZA PALACE

417-1600
PorkysPizzaPalace.com

SAM HEAD

Amador’s Brooke Walker dribbles around a Livermore player earlier this year.

Amador }V boys’ soccer

The Amador Valley junior varsity
team completed a solid season with a
1-0 win over Foothill.

Frankie McBain scored on a head-
er for the lone goal, heading home
the pass from Clayton Kahl. Gavin
Halter was forced into the goal with
the Dons regular goalies both out
sick. Halter came through in flying
colors with the shut out.

The Dons ended the season 7-7-4
overall, and 5-5-3 in EBAL play.

Preston Lim led the scoring for
the season with five goals and four
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assists. McBain had four goals and
two assists on the season.

Rec softball resolution

After some heated communica-
tion over the last couple of months
between adult softball players and
Pleasanton city staff members, a reso-
lution to adult softball and the use of
the Ken Mercer Sports Park softball
has been reached.

At the heart of the matter were the
issues surrounding the construction
of a cricket pitch at the Sports Park.

The project was going to eliminate
the use of a couple youth sports

Y

\
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THE ROSE
= HOTEL

846-8802
RoseHotel.net

fields during construction. To make
way for the youth sports affected by
the construction, the city planned to
move the youth sports to the softball
complex.

Along with the move, the city ini-
tially decided to cancel adult softball
leagues for this year. The move out-
raged adult players to say the least
and led to continual complaints to the
city arguing that both the youth sports
and adult softball could coexist.

Earlier this year, a decision was
reached that both the youth sports
and the adult softball could be held
this season.

Pleasanton will be offering a 16-
game season with five different nights
of play for adult softball — Monday
through Friday. Early registration is
open now through Feb. 25, with
regular registration from Feb. 26 to
March 12. League play will begin
April 10.

Visit  www.teamsideline.com/
pleasanton for more information or
to register your team. You can also
call the Pleasanton Sports Office at
925-931-3437. m

Editor’s note: Dennis Miller is a
contributing sports writer for the
Pleasanton Weekly. To contact him about
his Pleasanton Preps column, email
acesmag@aol.com.

\/

Cierra Bailey
EDITOR
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Entertainment

EMILY ZisMAN A storyteller and
songwriter who has been performing
in Northern California for close

to two decades, Emily Zisman
showcase her newest songs and
shares stories that may feel eerily
familiar. 8 p.m., Feb. 17. Tickets
$10-$20. Visit firehousearts.org.

JEFF BORDES & FRIENDS MARDI
GRAs CELEBRATION Firehouse
favorite Jeff Bordes returns to

usher in Mardi Gras 2023 with

his infectious NOLA jazz flavor. 8
p.m., Feb. 18. Tickets $20-$30. Visit
firehousearts.org.

THE Music oF SAM COOKE The
Cooke Book: The Music of Sam
Cooke is a celebration of Cooke’s
innovative career. Darrian Ford
performs these timeless and classic
melodies with expanded and
re-invigorated arrangements that
hold stylistically true to the era. 8
p.m., Feb. 18. Tickets $40-$70. Visit
livermorearts.org.

CANADIAN BRrass With an
international reputation as one of
the most popular brass ensembles
today, the hallmark of any Canadian
Brass performance is entertainment,
spontaneity, virtuosity, and most
ofall, fun. 3 p.m., Feb. 19. Tickets
$55-$85. Visit livermorearts.org.

BANKHEAD PRESENTS STEP AFRIKA!
Step Afrika! blends dance styles

from historically African American
fraternities and sororities, traditional
African dances and an array of
contemporary dance and art forms
into a cohesive, compelling artistic
experience. 7:30 p.m., Feb. 23.
Tickets $55-$85. Visit livermorearts.
org.

CREATURES OF IMPULSE Watch

as local Bay Area improv teams
compete against Creatures of
Impulse in this pro wrestling themed
run of shows. Feb. 23-25. Tickets
$10. Visit firehousearts.org.

INTERNATIONAL GUITAR NIGHT For
two decades, International Guitar
Night has been the world’s premier
touring guitar festival bringing
together diverse master guitar
musicians from around the world
to play together. 8 p.m., Feb. 24.
Tickets $30-$60. Visit livermorearts.
org.

Exhibits

ART OF THE AFRICAN DIASPORA Visit
the Livermore Civic Center Library
Art Gallery to view the artwork of

several talented Bay Area artists
during Black History Month.

Museum ON MAIN ExHIBIT
Imagination Expressed is the current
exhibit at Museum on Main. This
annual collaboration with the
Pleasanton Art League shows off the
latest works in a variety of media

Employment

Principal Salesforce
Architect

Principal Salesforce
Architect, Workday,

Inc., Pleasanton, CA.
Design, configure,
customize and implement
applications and 3rd
party integrations. Salary:
$183,310 - 234,400 per
year, 40 hours per week.
Interested candidates
send resume to:

J. Thurston at Workday,
Inc. 6110 Stoneridge Mall
Road, Pleasanton, CA

Sr. Systems Engineer

ICE Mortgage
Technology, Inc. seeks
Sr. Systems Engineer in
Pleasanton, CA. Oversee
& maintain the private
cloud infrastructure.
Telecommuting w/in US.
$183,310 - $208,000/yr.
Apply at https://www.
jobpostingtoday.com/
Ref # 17453

@xpress

without sponsorship. EOE.

. Sign up today at
94588. Must reference job PleasantonWeekly.com/
20637.1391. express
TECHNOLOGY

BlackLine Systems, Inc. is accepting resumes for the
position of Data Engineer in Pleasanton, CA (Ref. #PPAS).
Responsible for building and maintaining configuration
driven spark based on data framework in GCP.
Telecommuting permitted. Annual Salary: $160,000 to
$190,000/year. Mail resume to BlackLine Systems, Inc., HR
Department, Tamara Saltzman, 21300 Victory Blvd., 12th
Floor, Woodland Hills, CA 91367. Resume must include
Ref. #PPAS, full name, email address & mailing address.
No phone calls. Must be legally authorized to work in U.S.

To place an ad or get a quote, contact Kevin Legarda
at 650.223.6597 or email digitalads@paweekly.com.
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from Tri-Valley artists. Now through
March 25.

BAY AREA FIGURATIVE EXHIBIT Bay
Area Figurative Exhibit: Emerging
from Abstraction is an exhibition
that highlights the significance

of the Bay Area Figurative
Movement showcasing a number of
contemporary artists working in the
unique style of Bay Area Figurative.
Through April 23. Bankhead
Theater.

CALIFORNIA WATERCOLOR
AssOCIATION EXHIBIT Among the
finest shows of watercolor in the
country, the California Watercolor
Association’s National Exhibition
displays the best from 84 premier
painters. Through March 17.
Firehouse Arts Center.

Seniors

CHINESE DANCE PERFORMANCE
Celebrate the Year of the Rabbit at
the Pleasanton Senior Center with

a dance performance by Eastbay
WeDance Team. 11:45 a.m.-1 p.m,,
Feb. 17.

PLEASANTON VIP TRAVEL Join the
Pleasanton Senior Center for a fun
day in Alameda with a USS Hornet
Tour and lunch, the Oakland
Aviation Museum and the Pacific
Pinball Museum. 9 a.m.- 5 p.m.,
Feb. 23. $115 members/$120 non-
member. Call 925-931-5370.

AARP FRree TAX PREPARATION
AARP Foundation Tax-Aide provides
in-person and virtual tax assistance
free of charge, Mondays and
Fridays, Feb 3-April 17, with a focus
on taxpayers who are over 50 and
have low to moderate income. For
available appointments call the
Pleasanton Senior Center front desk
at 925-931-5365.

MoVIES MADNESS AT THE SENIOR
CENTER Movie Madness at the
Pleasanton Senior Center is 1-3
p.m., the second and fourth
Monday of the month. For more
information call 925-931-5365.

PLEASANTON PEDALERS AT THE
SENIOR CENTER Pleasanton Pedalers
Cycling meets at the Senior Center
on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 8:30
a.m.-Noon. For more information
call 925-931-5365.

SENIOR SOLE MATEs Walking is

one of the easiest and most cost
effective forms of exercise for adults.
Participants must be able to walk
2.5 miles and keep a moderate
pace with the group. 8:45-10 a.m.,
Wednesdays. Pleasanton Senior
Center.

LUNCHES AT THE PLEASANTON
SENIOR CENTER For (60+) served in
the Main Hall, 11:45 a.m.-12:45
p.m., Mon.-Fri. Call Open Heart
Kitchen at 925-500-8241 for more
information.

MEALs ON WHEELS Meals on Wheels
provides home delivered meals
(60+). Call 925-931-5385 for more
information.

PLEASANTON RIDES Serving
eligible Pleasanton Seniors with
transportation needs, Pleasanton
Rides is a door-to-door, shared-

8 Charming Charlie brings
~ | cheer to all, giving love and
| affection to whoever chooses
to pause for pets. He is a
champion of lap naps, walks
and snuggles. Learn more
about Charlie and other cats
and dogs at valleyhumane.
org. Email info@
| valleyhumane.org to start
- | the adoption application
| process. #ShareTheCare to
| help pets today!

VALLEY HUMANE SOCIETY

ride transportation service for
Pleasanton Seniors. For reservations
and information call 925-398-1045.

Expos

NORCAL RepTiLE ExPO The NorCal
Reptile Expo returns for two days

of family-friendly fun bringing a
unique variety of vendors including
specialized breeders, wholesale
supplies, cages, plus amazing animal
displays and activities for children.
Feb. 18-19. Visit alamedacountyfair.
com.

ExoTic BIRD MART & ExpPo The
Exotic Bird Mart & Expo is landing
at the Fairgrounds with feathered
friends for a day of entertainment,
learning and shopping with the
whole family. Shop hundreds of
accessories and meet thousands
of potential sellers and buyers.

10 a.m.-3 p.m., Feb. 19. Visit
alamedacountyfair.com.

Fry FisHING SHOw The Fly Fishing
Show produces the world’s largest
consumer fly fishing events for

all levels and all ages. See the
latest in rods, reels, lines, leaders
and accessories. Feb. 24-26. Visit
alamedacountyfair.com.

QOutdoors

HoLDENER HiLLs WALK Join LARPD
for a walk through the Holdener
hills, walking to the peaks of

the park to see the surrounding
views of Livermore. RSVP to 925-
960-2400 or email dhaberman@
larpd.org. 11 a.m., Feb. 19. 2995
Hansen Rd.

WILDFLOWER WALK Join a Naturalist
on a hike in search of wildflowers

in Sycamore Grove Park for this 3
mile walk. RSVP at 925-960-2400
or email dobrien@larpd.org. 9 a.m.,
Feb. 20. 5035 Arroyo Rd.

LIVERMORE VALLEY HALF
MARATHON The 9th Annual
Livermore Valley Half Marathon is
March 5 with registration ending
March 4. Experience hyper-local
feels in Downtown Livermore with
award-winning local breweries,
gold medal wineries and top

local favorites on the main

music stage. Tickets $159. Visit
livermorevalleyhalf.com.

OPEN SPACE VOLUNTEER DAYS Every
third Saturday of the month join an

LARPD ranger for a volunteer work
day in the park. From removing
invasive plants to litter pick-ups to
trail maintenance, volunteers will
help maintain Sycamore Grove Park
as a beautiful and healthy place for
both visitors and wildlife. 9 a.m.-12
p-m., Feb. 18. Call 925-373-5700.

Support

FRee HoT MEALS Served Monday-
Friday, 1-3 p.m., dine-in or take
out. 4444 East Ave., Livermore. Visit
openheartkitchen.org.

SENIOR MEAL PROGRAM Open
Heart Kitchen remains committed
to serving free, nutritious meals

for those over the age of 60,
addressing the nutritional gap of
low-income seniors. Reservations
are encouraged and can be made
by calling 925-500-8241. 12-1 p.m.,
Mondays to Fridays, Livermore
Community Center.

FREE SHOWER & LAUNDRY SERVICES
Monday-Wednesday, 12-4 p.m.,
Asbury United Methodist Church,
4743 East Ave, Livermore.

LIVERMORE WARMING CENTER
When overnight temperatures

are forecasted at or below 45
degrees and/or a 20% chance or
higher of rain. Open to anyone

on a first come, first-serve

basis. For more contact info@
onenationdreammakers.org. 6 p.m.-
8 a.m Veterans Memorial Building,
522 S. LSt

VOLUNTEER WITH OPEN HEART
KircHEN Open Heart Kitchen

exists to meet the immediate need
of hunger within the Tri-Valley
community, while also seeking ways
to eliminate systematic inequalities
leading to hunger. Volunteers

play an essential role in the
organization’s ability to successfully
carry out this work. To learn more
visit openheartkitchen.org/volunteer.

Veterans

VA MEDICAL OUTREACH AT DUBLIN
LiBRARY VA Medical Outreach for
Military Veterans can help veterans
and their families with enrollment in
VA healthcare, appointments with a
primary care physician, referrals to
specialists, mental health, hearing,
physical therapy and more. 10 a.m.-
2 p.m., Feb. 23.



Real Estate

OPEN HOME GUIDE AND REAL ESTATE LISTINGS
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SUNSET DEVELOPMENT

Rendering shows end concept for the senior housing complex in Bishop Ranch in San Ramon.

Construction begins on senior
development in San Ramon

Belmont Village complex expected to open
in Bishop Ranch by fall 2024

BY JEANITA LYMAN

an Ramon’s evolving Bishop Ranch
Sneighborhood is set to see senior

housing as one of the many new of-
ferings on tap as owners, developers and
city officials continue unfurling their vi-
sion to develop a central downtown area
in the growing city.

Officials with Belmont Senior Living
announced the groundbreaking of the
upcoming San Ramon location on Feb. 8.
It is set to be the company’s 16th location,
with a Bay Area presence already estab-
lished in Los Gatos, Sunnyvale, San Jose
and Albany.

“Bringing Belmont Village to Bishop
Ranch is a pivotal step in the goal of con-
tinuing to build our neighborhood elements
with a range of options for people of all
ages,” Sunset Development CEO Alexander
Mehran Jr. said in a statement. “By adding a
diverse blend of residential offerings in San
Ramon, this partnership will undoubtedly
further elevate the community.”

In particular, the growing City Center
Bishop Ranch is set to be a main attraction
for Belmont Village residents, who are set to
be able to move in starting in fall 2024.

Like its counterparts, the San Ramon
location is set to offer amenities such as a
saltwater pool, putting green and spa, with
Belmont Village choosing Bishop Ranch
and its other Bay Area sites for “the allure
and appeal of being in extremely close

proximity to high-end shopping and en-
tertainment,” according to the company’s
announcement.

“We're thrilled to expand our presence
in the Bay Area for aging adults in San
Ramon,” founder and CEO Patricia Will
said in the announcement. “At Belmont
Village, we believe that living a long,
healthy, and full life is a blessing and caring
for the aging is a gift.”

The facility is set to offer independent
and assisted-living options throughout 177
units ranging from studios to two-bedroom
apartments in a 175,320-square-foot build-
ing at 6151 Bollinger Canyon Road.

In addition to assisted care options
and resident amenities, Will said that the
Bishop Ranch location will offer a range of
programming and support services aimed
at supporting residents’ overall quality of
life and comfort. Some of these include
transportation, concierge and valet services,
a fitness center, lounge, and multiple din-
ing options on-site.

“We want our residents to feel happy
and continue to lead full lives while receiv-
ing the highest quality of care,” Will said.
“Every time we design a community, we
consider the programming, staff training,
building features and amenities that will
help to make that possible. Belmont Village
San Ramon is an extension of that commit-
ment to future residents in the greater Bay
Area.” m

OPEN HOMES THIS WEEKEND

LIVERMORE
881 Tranquility Circle (C) $898,000
Sat/Sun 1:00-4:00 3BD/3.5BA

Keller Williams Tri- Valley 925-963-1984

PLEASANTON
5804 San Carlos Way $1,499,000
Sat/Sun 1:00-4:00 4BD/2BA

Keller Williams Tri Valley 925-694-1761

Legend: Condo (C), Townhome (T).
Agents: Submit open homes at PleasantonWeekly.com/real_estate

OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY 1-4PM '
e S JUST LISTED!

881 TRANQUILITY CIRCLE #8
LIVERMORE
RESORT-STYLE LIVING

3 BED, 3.5 BATH CONDO UPDATED
WITH SUNSET VIEWS OF RIDGE!

A MUST SEE HOME!

Offered at $898,000

COMING SOON!

L

3003 BRIGGS COURT
LAGUNA OAKS IN PLEASANTON

5 BED, 3.5 BATH,
3886 SF HOME!

RESORT-STYLE LIVING AT IT’S BEST!
Call Cindy for Details

HOMES INTERNATIONAL !

Each office is independently owned and operated

628 FREESIA COURT
SAN LEANDRO

AMAZING, UPDATED 4 BED, 3 BATH,
2700 SF HOME!

A MUST SEE HOME!
Call Cindy for Details

CINDY GEE
925.963.1984

CINDY IS ALSO A NOTARY

459 Main Street
Pleasanton, CA 94566

DRE# 01307919

cindygeesold@gmail.com

Create The Futwre ..
Develop Your Dieams

85+ Acres At $3,500,000
167 Acres At $4,500,000

Find your refuge from urban sprawl on Finley Road
in San Ramon. Peaceful, Private, Perfect. Minutes
away from both Hwy 580 and Hwy 680 and an
easy hour to Silicon Valley.

Marc R. Frelier
REALTOR® | DRE #00575678

831.901.9335

mrflands@sbcglobal.net
www.mrflands.realestate
Go to: Vimeo.com MarcFrelier
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A Team That Speaks
Your Language

US FINE LIVING

Our Mission is to guide you
throughout the home buying and
selling process to ensure that your
experience is as seamless and stress-
free as possible.

We are committed to providing the
highest level of quality service to all
of our clients!

COMPASS
Top 1% 4T+ 750+ 103% $800+ Million

Nationwide Years Real Properties Listed  Sales vs. List Price  Successful Real
Estate Experience  gnd Sold Estate Closings

YOU'RE INVITED! OPEN HOUSE THIS WEEKEND FEBRUARY 18 & 19 FROM 1-4 PM
Private estate in Sunol plus three custom estate lots

PARCEL 3
3370 Little Valley Road, Sunol, CA 94586
7.22 Acres
$4,249,000
"B PARCEL 2
| j 4.25 Acres
e $1,299,000
[ =}

/| PARCEL 4 PARCEL 1
4.0 Acres 4.38 Acres

$999,000 $1,299,000

Bl

3370 Little Valley Road, Sunol | 6 Bed | 6.5 Bath | +/- 5,581 sq. ft. | Guest House with Private Entry

Uwe Maercz Sonali Sethna

Broker Associate Broker Associate . i
925.360.8758 055 Bt DEL usfineliving.com

uwe.maercz@compass.com sonali.sethna@compass.com @00 Main Street
DRE 01390383 DRE 01194792 Pleasanton, CA 94566

Broker/A% % r provided by the seller or obtained from public records or other
sources. Buyer is advised to independently verify the accuracy of all information through personal inspection and with appropriate professionals. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License
Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to

accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. RuTes & Exclusions apply. Compass offers no guarantee or warranty of results. Subject to additional termsa and conditions.

ent does not guarantee accuracy of square footage, lot size, ordinances, zoning, rent control, permits, use code, schools and/or other information concerning the conditions or features of the propert
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BLAISE LOFLAND
KELLY MCKAIG

R E L ESTATE GROU

025.846.6500 Dblaoiselofland.com

COMNECTING PEOPLE & PROPERTY ORE

WE LIST, WE SELL, WE CLOSE!

OAK HILL, PLEASANTON 7774 OAK CREEK CT., PLEASANTON
4 BEDS + DETACHED OFFICE/STUDIO
2 BATHROOMS

2,004 SQ. FT. LIVING SPACE
ON A 6,000+ SQ. FT. LOT

Get ready to be impressed by this newly remodeled
understated luxury LA style single story home. This
stunning designer home has more upgrades than you can
imagine. Walk into a light and airy open concept floor plan
offering 4 bedrooms & 2 bathrooms with 2004 Sq. Ft. of
living space along with a newer custom detached office/
studio all situated on a drought tolerant professionally
landscaped low maintenance 6000+Sq. Ft. lot. The interior
is stunning with custom accent walls, a vaulted living room
ceiling, 12 wide plank white oak engineered hardwood
floors throughout and an impressive show stopping chefs
kitchen. The gorgeous chefs kitchen provides an oversized
custom island with 2 inch thick white Vdara quartz slab
countertops, SS Thermador gas stove and hood, SS built in
Thermador refrigerator, custom herringbone Italian marble
backsplash, custom cabinetry with Restoration Hardware
knobs/handles, 120+ bottle wine fridge, and SS farm sink.
The primary Hampton style en-suite is a work of art with
accent wall, walk in closet w/ barn door and an absolutely
dreamy ultra-chic bathroom. Each secondary room
provides ample space, closet organizers and an overall
pottery barn vibe. Take advantage of this energy efficient
home with whole house Kinetico water filtration system,
newer HVAC and EV charging outlet. No expense spared
and there are far too many upgrades to list. Located in

an amazing neighborhood with mature trees, green belt,
community pool and close to all three levels of school.
Come see it before its gone! This home is a 10 out of 10!

LIST PRICE $1,799,888

1027 ROSE AVENUE,
PLEASANTON / PARCEL
24,678 SQ. FT. LOT

Great opportunity to easily create two premium buildable
lots on Downtown Area Parcel! Previously fully approved
minor two lot subdivision in 2016 has expired but should
make the reapplication path less cumbersome. Parcel
division was approved for two lots facing Creek Trail

Drive (1308 & 1320 Creek Trail Drive). Walk to downtown
from these premium 12,000 plus lots located adjacent to
$2,000,000- $3,000,000 Homes. The originating property
address is 1027 Rose Lane and the actual 24,678 square
foot parcel number is APN# 94-128-45.

*Subdivision not guaranteed and new owner will need to
re-apply with Pleasanton Planning.

LIST PRICE: $1,495,000
PENDING W/ MULTIPLE OFFERS

This is not intended as a solicitation if your property is currently listed with another broker. The above information, is based on data received from public sources or third parties and has not be independently verified by the broker, Keller Williams Tri-Valley
Realty. If important to readers, readers are advised to verify information to their own satisfaction.
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eriences, cherishing relationships,
and spreading

“| love how everyone cares for each
other and treats each other like
family. It is not easy to find such
a caring company to work for.”

- Kim Maddux-Perry, REALTOR®
Christie’s Sereno Pleasanton

“1 love the golden foothills with

PALO ALTO & easy access to nature trails, parks,
PLEASANTON and open spaces!”

& - - Jeny Smith, REALTOR®
By - Christie’s Sereno Palo Alto

“Experienced professional agents.
Ambience of our office. Helpful
associates.”

- Jahan Abtahie, REALTOR®
Christie’s Sereno Pleasanton

“1 was born and raised in Palo Alto
and raised my family here in the
shadow of Hoover Tower. Palo Alto
and the surrounding community
thrives on technology and
communication inspiring love!”

- Angelo J. Rossi, REALTOR®
Christie’s Sereno Pleasanton

S e re n 0 ‘ CHRISTIE’S Follow our stride at sereno.com

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

DRE 02101181
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INTEGRITY AT YOUR
FRONT DOOR 3640 ANNIS CIRCLE, PLEASANTON

3 BED | 2.5 BATH | 1,586 SQ FT +/-

This updated Staples Ranch home offers easy
access to parks, local award winning schools,
ample shops and dining options as well as great
commuter access. The airy floor plan offers high
ceilings, formal rooms as well as an updated
open concept kitchen. The front and backyard
features new and maintained landscaping with
fruit trees.

OPEN HOUSE THIS WEEKEND 1-4 PM

SCAN TO VIEW
PROPERTY

1080 VICTORINE ROAD, LIVERMORE

4 BED 4 BATH 4,000 SQ FT +
WWW.1080VICTORINE.COM

By private appointmment only - call Julia 925.997.2411

COMPASS

PENDING LISTINGS
361 BASSWOOD COMMON #5, LIVERMORE - REPRESENTING SELLERS
2625 OLYMPIC BOULEVARD, LAFAYETTE - REPRESENTING BUYERS
3867 PICARD AVENUE, PLEASANTON - REPRESENTING BUYERS

JULIA MURTAGH
THE 925997.2411

MURTAGH julia.murtagh@compass.com

DRE# 01751854

| mEam MURTAGHREALESTATE.COM

$65M 40+ $481M+

2022 SALES VOLUME YEARS IN BUSINESS HISTORICAL VOLUME

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended
for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No
statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. Rules & Exclusions apply. Compass offers no guarantee or warranty of
results. Subject to additional terms and conditions.

Pleasanton Weekly ¢ February 17, 2023 ¢ Page 23




VENEMA HOME

EXPERIENCLE —*—- EXCELLENCE
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R  CONTACTUS
925.413.6544

5804 San Carlos Way, Pleasanton
4 Bedrooms | 2 Bathrooms | 2,000 Sq. Ft.
Listed at $1,499,000

10767 Inspiration Circle, Dublin
4 Bedrooms | 4.5 Bathrooms | 3,317 Sq. Ft.

12400 Morgan Territory Road, Livermore
5 Bedrooms | 5.5 Bathrooms | 5,992 Sq. Ft.

W G L N
5920 Old School Road, San Ramon
5 Bedrooms | 2 Full/4 Half Baths | 5,060 Sq. Ft.

7959 Foothill Knolls, Pleasanton
5 Bedrooms | 3 Bathrooms | 3,399 Sq. Ft.

6433 Owl Way, Livermore A e
4 Bedrooms | 2 Bathrooms | 2,004 Sq. Ft.  925.963.5446

' AN
6625 Amber Lane, Pleasanton
4 Bedrooms | 3 Bathrooms | 3,340 Sq. Ft.

[ AS— o e e
309 Lone Oak Drive, Pleasanton
3 Bedrooms | 2 Bathrooms | 1,657 Sq. Ft.

579 Trebbiano Place, Pleasanton
4 Bedrooms | 3 Bathrooms | 2,806 Sq. Ft.

3 =
Ll lili.: # AL 1T |
Liz Venema Alexis Venema Lisa Desmond Michelle Kroger Sabrina Tirado  Brenda Meckenstock Vista Construction
Owner, Realtor Realtor Realtor Realtor Realtor Realtor Realtor Home Improvement Contractor
(925) 413-6544 (925) 963-5446 (925) 352-5065 (925) 785-3134 (925) 578-4303 (925) 353-6484 (925) 519-3019 (925) 383-0730

MTB_‘.’VALLEY VENEMA HOMES TEAM Ly

VenemaHomes.com | Liz@VenemaHomes.com | 925.413.6544 | 660 Main Street, Pleasanton | DRE# 01922957
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