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Chef Collaboration
Kick-0ff Dinner

Ballybunion Bar and Grille
Bangkok 101 Thai Cuisine
BottleTaps

Bridges Restaurant and
Bar

Burma! Burma!

Chaat Bhavan

Cocina Hermanas

Cuda Ridge Wines
Danville Brewing Co.
Danville Harvest

Seeing beyond
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De La Torre’s Trattoria
Eddie Papa’s Great
American Hangout
Falafel Village

Fresh Millions - Dublin
Gobi Mongolian Grill
Koja Kitchen

Las Positas Vineyards
Locanda Amalfi
Locanda Ravello
Locanda Wine Bar
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TRI-VALLEY

Taste Tri-Valley Restaurant Week 2022 was a huge
success! Our local restaurants, wineries, and
breweries felt your support. Restaurant Week was
able to raise =$10,000<= for Open Heart Kitchen.

vISIT V

Participating Restaurants, Wineries, and Breweries

Longevity Wines
McGrail Vineyards
Mountain Mike’s Dublin
Namaste Pizza
Nottingham Cellars
Omega Road Winery
Oyo

Pairings Wine Bar
Restaurant

Posada

Sabio on Main

A Special Thank You to Our Sponsors
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OPENheart

Shadow Puppet Brewing
Company

SideTrack Bar + Grill
Sourdough & Co.
Taqueira Azteca

Thai House Restaurant
The Growler

The Lineage Wine Collection
The Vine and Spirits
Zachary’s Pizza

Zephyr Grill & Bar

o o OpenTable* (]mhln
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BY JEREMY WALSH

Can’t talk about it

ome of the most interesting
Sitems at a public meeting re-

volve around the things that
aren’t said. Or, more like, things the
elected officials cant — or at least
shouldn’t — talk about.

Local governmental bodies give
residents a forum toward the begin-
ning of their regular meetings to
speak (usually three minutes per per-
son who signs up) about any item in
the agency’s purview that is not listed
on that meetings posted agenda. Its
a way to put individual issues on the
boards or councils radar, as well as
the communitys, in a public manner.

The trick is that the elected officials
are not allowed to respond or con-
verse about the issues brought up in
non-agenda comment because to do
so would be a violation of the Brown
Act, Californias open meeting laws.

Basically, a council can only talk
about or act on items specifically
listed on the meetings agenda; the
logic being a resident has a right to
know what is being discussed — and
as importantly, what is not — in a
given public meeting.

1ts an appropriate line in the sand
to help ensure the publics busi-
ness is always done, well, in public.
Transparently.

The Pleasanton City Council saw
a decent turnout for non-agenda
comment at its last meeting, but the
topics were all quite intriguing.

A group of six residents, mainly
from Jorgensen Lane off Foothill
Road, called into the March 15 meet-
ing to oppose the advancement of a
new trail in the Preserve at Meadow-
lark neighborhood near the Ridge.

“We are here today because the city
has broken its promise,” longtime res-
ident David Yamamoto said. “While
the original development agreement
provided for the construction of a new
trail in the open space, the city met
that obligation when it constructed
the Courdet Trail. We were shocked
to learn that the city now believes that
it is authorized to construct a second
trail in the open space.”

Yamamoto and others brought
up safety issues, environmental
and wildlife concerns, views of the
ridge and parking availability. They
also criticized the city for a lack of
communication with residents, and
urged officials to find a viable alterna-
tive location or new amenity.

Not having heard of this trail con-
troversy, I reached out to city spokes-
person Barbara Harb for relevant
background information.

She explained that the trail was

a condition of approval for the Pre-
serve at Meadowlark approved in
2006 for eight new houses and 22
acres of dedicated open space.

The project sat idle for nearly 10
years until a new developer took it
on — and the city moved forward
with implementing all prior condi-
tions of the project, including con-
struction of a developer-funded trail.

Notices went out to nearby resi-
dents in mid-December, and neigh-
bors seemed surprised at the news.
The city heard many negative re-
sponses, including at a community
meeting, so work has been halted.

The council, at the end of its
meeting last week, asked that the
Meadowlark trail project be placed
on a future agenda. That date is to be
determined.

Also still in limbo are the on-
going contract talks between the
Livermore-Pleasanton Fire Depart-
ment and the firefighters union, IAFF
Local 1974.

Union president Joe McThorn had
some choice words while urging the
council to intervene into what he
called “unfair, retaliatory treatment”
by the cities’ negotiators.

“We are now 74 days without a
contract. All other labor groups in
Pleasanton and Livermore have a fair
and reasonable contract. We are only
asking for the same contract and fair
treatment,” McThorn told the coun-
cil in non-agenda comment.

“The city of Pleasanton negotiating
team is trying to erode our rights ...
trying to impose unfair policies and
want to open our contract to change
anytime they see fit through a zipper
clause,” he added.

While the council did not respond
that night, the two cities issued a
statement this Tuesday where they
confirmed contract talks have reached
impasse and disputed issues include
wages, benefits, staffing and a drug
testing policy.

The other speaker was Andrii Vla-
dyka, a Ukrainian national living in
Pleasanton talking about the Russian
invasion of his homeland.

“When it comes to matters of geo-
politics, there is not much one can
ask from a Pleasanton City Council
meeting, and we can only do things
that are in our control. Therefore
I would like to ask you to write
to your elected officials and ask to
increase military aid to Ukraine and
establish a no-fly zone over Ukraine,”
he said.

We'll have to wait and see how
they answer. m
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Noise complaints and new developments at the Livermore Municipal Airport
remain front of mind for many residents in both Livermore and Pleasanton
these days. Photo by Chuck Deckert. Cover design by Doug Young.
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4 EAGLET COURT
5 Bedrooms | 4.5 Baths | 5,460 Sq Ft | 59,241 Sq Ft Lot
Offered at $3,998,000

COMING SOON TO CHATEAU COUNTRY ESTATES!

®

5 Bedrooms | 4.5 Baths | 3,634 Sq Ft | 21,018 Sq Ft Lot

540 Sq Ft detached ADU unit.
Stunning home you won't want to miss!

RENOVATION IN PROGRESS ~ COMING SOON!

iy A e

5 Bedrooms | 3 Baths | 3,350 Sq Ft | 9,360 Sq Ft Lot

Coming Soon in Vintage Heights. Our team
is completing a whole house renovation so
the sellers can attain top dollar.

COMING SOON IN PLEASANTON!

—

Another coming soon to Val Vista. Our team is
working hard to get this one ready so that our
sellers can attain top dollar.

SOLD IN A FLASH ~ $306,000 OVER ASKING!

210 CLARKE AVENUE
4 Bedrooms | 2 Baths | 1,400 Sq Ft
Sold for $1,234,000

~¥

ASHBERGER
925.463.0436

Sue @SoldInAFlash.com
SoldInAFlash.com

ANOTHER PENDING SALE OVER ASKING!

Ui

6827 CORTE NUEVO
3 Bedrooms | 2 Baths | 1,650 Sq Ft | 9915 Sq Ft Lot
Offered at $1,598,000

COMING SOON IN LIVERMORE!

716 DAISYFIELD DRIVE
4 Bedrooms | 3 Baths | 2,496 Sq Ft | 7,792 Sq Ft Lot

COMING SOON ON THE WEST SIDE OF PLEASANTON!

R T

4 Bedrooms | 2.5 Baths | 2,444 Sq Ft | 6,650 Sq Ft Lot

Our team is completing this two-story renovation
to get the sellers top dollar!

11 OFFERS, SALE PENDING!

- =
740 MOJAVE AVENUE

3 Bedrooms | 2 Baths | 1,728 Sq Ft | 6,000 Sq Ft Lot
Offered at $1,128,000

ANOTHER VAL VISTA COMING SOON!

4 Bedrooms | 2 Baths | 1,489 Sq Ft | 6,199 Sq Ft Parcel

YOUR HOME DESERVES AN EXPERT

We can help you sell your home for the best price possible. Contact us to review our comprehensive
home - selling services and complete marketing plan.
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Streetwise

ASKED AROUND TOWN

Have you ever taken action in your waking life because of something that happened in a dream?

Anna Bowen
Appraiser

Actually, | once had a dream that | was swimming

in a pool of banana cream pie. It seemed totally
reasonable in my dream, of course. When | woke
up, | was craving banana cream pie. So | made it my
business to go out and buy one that day. | had to go
to three different stores but | finally found it.

Stephanie Kipp

Content marketing

My dreaming brain is stuck in the past, in a lonely
time before | had a partner and before | had children.
So every single morning when | wake up, | remind
myself that | am actually a mother of three and that |
have a wonderful soulmate, and that in fact, I’m not
alone at all. My hope is that one of these mornings,
my waking brain will be singing “Every little thing, is
gonna be alright”.

Rick Hamilton
Renewable energy project developer

Tara Wescott
Human resources

| have all sorts of wild and crazy dreams. They are very real
and vivid in the moment. But as soon as | get out of bed
and my feet hit the floor to welcome a new day, | forget
all about them. So unfortunately, the short answer is |
probably have, but honestly | really don’t know.

Melissa Ponte
Receptionist

| am a Boy Scout troop leader. | once had a dream that a
scout in my son’s group was teasing him about something.
So at the next meeting | gave that boy the cold shoulder.
On our drive home | realized how ridiculous that was. |
apologized to him at the next meeting. He had no idea
what | was talking about.

—Compiled by Nancy and Jeff Lewis

Stanford\MEmcmE

See a pediatrician who
will go the extra mile.

Virtual visits or in-person visits at

Bayside Medical Group

Stanford
WY Childrens Health

genpeds.stanfordchildrens.org
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Well, like most typical men, | never remember my Have a Streetwise question? Email editor@PleasantonWeekly.com
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Care Insurance?

The majority of
Americans who reach
age 65 will need some
type of long-term
care during their
lifetime. Call me
today for a free, no-
obligation review of
long term care
insurance available
to you! '

( ol Todos!

Gene Morgan Insurance Agency
2020 Fourth Street, Livermore
(925) 447-2565 ext. 2200
mike@genemorganinsurance.com
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DIGEST

City manager search

The Pleasanton City Council is
progressing toward naming the
next permanent city manager,
holding closed-door interviews
with candidates in recent days al-
though no final decision has been
reached to date.

Council members first held a
special meeting in the boardroom
at the Rose Hotel on March 17 to
conduct candidate interviews, ac-
cording to Barbara Harb, the city’s
new communications manager.
They then met on Sunday (March
20) to continue the same discus-
sion along with the citys human
resources director and search con-
sultant firm Avery Associates.

No decision was reported at
the end of Sundays meeting. As
for the hiring timeline, Harb told
the Weekly, “The City Council is
continuing to evaluate prospective
candidates. As there are no report-
able actions at this time, it is too
early to speculate when a contract
may be ready to come before City
Council.”

The council is working to iden-
tify the successor to Nelson Fialho,
who resigned as city manager at
the end of November. Brian Dolan
has been serving as interim city
manager since.

Fair wins awards

The Alameda County Fair has
earned a range of awards from the
Western Fairs Association for its
competitive exhibits, agricultural
programs and marketing for 2021.

In all, the fair won 23 WFA
awards in its division, including
categories such as Nonprofit and
Cultural Programming, Digital
Advertising, Sponsorship Innova-
tion, Community Outreach, Year-
Round Events, Photography and
Fair Marketing Campaigns.

The Pleasanton-based fair re-
ceived recognition in Agricul-
tural History for its American
Farm Tractor Museum and in the
Fundraising category for the ef-
forts of the Alameda County Fair
Foundation.

New trustee

Trustees at the Chabot-Las Posi-
tas Community College District
recently appointed Union City
resident Harris Mojadedi as their
new colleague to represent Trustee
Area 3 (including South Hayward
and Union City).

Mojadedi, who will hold the
position until the districts next
regular election this November,
replaces former trustee Genevieve
Randolph, who resigned from the
board after moving out of the area
that she represented.

A lifelong resident of Area 3,
Mojadedi works as a policy analyst
at UC Berkeley and has com-
munity service experience on the
Union City Planning Commis-
sion, Alameda County Human
Relations Commission and New
Haven Schools Foundation Board
of Directors. m

KaiserAir unlikely to proceed with
proposed move to Livermore Airport

Officials from both cities also discuss neighbor noise complaints at recent meeting

By CIERRA BAILEY

t least one of the ongoing
debates surrounding the
Livermore Municipal Air-

port may be put to rest as officials
announced recently that the pro-
posed KaiserAir project is not likely
to move forward.

“As folks are aware, KaiserAir did
make an application to the airport
to reserve a portion of the airport
for a potential project and as of this
point, KaiserAir has not submit-
ted an application to move forward
with that project,” Livermore City
Manager Marc Roberts said of the
projects status.

“We have reached out several
times over the last few months but
it appears at this point that KaiserAir
is not moving forward with what
was originally their proposed proj-
ect,” Roberts continued, adding;

“They've not made any of the
required submittals. They've not
completed any of the environmen-
tal work necessary. Theyve not
taken any actions to move forward
on a formal basis to move the proj-
ect forward. Their reservation of
the property will expire this sum-
mer and at this point, they’ve not
taken any action that would allow
them to perfect a project during

that timeframe.”

The KaiserAir proposal was
among a number of airport-related
topics discussed in the Livermore-
Pleasanton City Council Liaison
Subcommittee’s meeting last month,
along with recent noise study re-
sults, environmental concerns and
increasing the frequency of subcom-
mittee meetings.

The group includes Livermore
Mayor Bob Woerner, Pleasanton
Mayor Karla Brown, Livermore City
Councilmember Bob Carling and
Pleasanton City Councilmember
Julie Testa. The intention of the
group is to address all issues of
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COURTESY OF CITY OF PEASANTON

Rendering shows final conceptual design for new skate park proposed at Ken Mercer Sports Park in Pleasanton.

New skate park clears hurdle

City Council approves final design concept,
but questions remain about how to fund construction

BY SHIRI MARWAHA

The Pleasanton City Council
voted unanimously last week to
advance the final design concept
for a new skate park at Ken Mer-
cer Sports Park, but funding for
the estimated $8.5 million con-
struction project remains very
much up in the air.

The idea to expand the popu-
lar skate park facilities on Park-
side Drive has been on the city’s
to-do list for years and took close
to a decade to pass to this stage
of the approval process.

‘T will say I'm a little embar-
rassed that a 2014 Parks and Rec.
Master Plan is just now working
on a project eight years later, and
we still certainly haven't funded

it,” Mayor Karla Brown said at
the March 15 council meeting.

The new design, which would
be accessible to everyone,
brought out enthusiasm from
the council. It stretches over an
acre in area and includes creative
skateable furnishings, a plaza
style skating area and a paved
public space for viewing, includ-
ing shaded picnic gathering areas
with furnishings, drinking foun-
tains and restrooms.

“I'm also extremely pleased to
hear that all wheels can use this
park and thats very special to
me, because we are staging the
all-ability playground as well,”
Brown said. “If people of all
physical abilities and all skill sets

can use this new skate park, I
think that’s wonderful.”

The conceptual design was
chosen from two proposed de-
sign plans after a community-
wide survey and consultation
with the city’s Parks and Recre-
ation Commission.

“So from all of that input, we
created one preferred plan and
the final plan is a total of three
acres of park improvements
with one full acre of skateable
space in the middle,” said Gina
Chavez, project manager. “We
have two entries to the park, one
at each parking lot, one here,
and then one at the Hopyard

See SKATE PARK on Page 9

mutual concern between the two
cities and is not specifically an air-
port liaison committee, according
to Pleasanton Interim City Manager
Brian Dolan.

At their most recent meeting on
Feb. 25, the subcommittee heard
reports from city staff all of which
were concerning the airport.

Roberts’ KaiserAir status update
followed about 30 minutes of public
comment, most of which came from
residents expressing their opposi-
tion to the project.

KaiserAir’s initial proposal was

See AIRPORT on Page 8

LPFD, union
at impasse
as contract

talks stall

Wages, staffing,
benefits, drug testing
policy among issues
still in dispute

By CIERRA BAILEY

Labor negotiations between
Livermore-Pleasanton Fire De-
partment (LPFD) and the local
firefighters union have reached
impasse, according to a joint
statement Tuesday from the cit-
ies of Livermore and Pleasan-
ton, which fund and oversee the
department.

Officials said Fire Fighters
Local 1974 — which represents
LPED’s firefighters and fire in-
spectors — formally declared im-
passe on March 1, following eight
months of negotiations.

The decision marked the
union’s rejection of LPFD’s offer
of a 12.5% pay increase over
the 3.5-year contract for firefight-
er-paramedics, a 10.5% general
wage increase for everyone else,
plus improved benefits and work-
ing conditions, according to the
cities.

“A primary sticking point has
been the Union’s rejection of a
proposed drug testing policy — a
proposal made after the Union
earlier objected to the depart-
ment drug testing a fire captain,
who ended up testing positive for
cocaine while on duty,” said Art

See FIREFIGHTERS on Page 7
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NEWSFRONT

Faced with referendum petition, Dublin council rescinds
East Ranch development approvals

City leaders emphasize disappointment with available options; unclear how Trumark Homes might choose to proceed

BY JEANITA LYMAN

Months after voting to approve
an ambitious housing project that
garnered controversy from neigh-
boring residents and the school
district, the Dublin City Council
has reversed course on the East
Ranch development while raising
concerns about how alternative
paths for the applicant might
further limit the discretion of the
city.

A group of Dublin residents
submitted a referendum petition
in January on the councils deci-
sion to approve the Stage 2 De-
velopment Plan for the proposed
573-unit housing development,
which received the required num-
ber of signatures (at least 10% of
registered voters).

“I know a lot of residents when
they signed, they probably think
if they get enough signatures this
project will not be developed,
but ... the result will be actually
the opposite,” Councilmember
Sherry Hu said, referring to the
possibility of the developer pur-
suing approval through new state
law instead of the city-endorsed
project.

“We did our best. We worked
with the process with city staff,
we tried to make this with addi-
tional community benefits, which
is the dedication of Sunflower
(Hill) to build affordable homes
for disabled people,” Hu contin-
ued, adding:

“We want to make that clear
to the residents, because when
they signed their signatures

they probably expected different
results.”

The council voted on March 1
to certify the sufficiency of the
referendum petition and repeal
the Stage 2 Development Plan
ordinance they’d previously in-
troduced on Dec. 7 and adopted
on Dec. 21 for the East Ranch
project.

Shortly after the councils final
December vote, the city clerks
office received a proposed sum-
mary referendum against the or-
dinance, with the city attorney
issuing an approved summary on
Dec. 28. The petition was submit-
ted by the proponent on Jan. 27,
within the 30 days allotted fol-
lowing approval of the summary.

The threshold established for
the minimum number of signa-
tures on a referendum from Dub-
lin voters is set at 3,439, based on
the latest official report of voter
registration to the secretary of
state. The petition garnered 4,635
signatures.

Reaching the threshold of sig-
natures meant certification of the
petition by the city clerk’s office,
which was one part of the mea-
sure on the table for the council
on March 1. The other portion
was a decision on whether to
repeal the ordinance approving
the project or to instead put the
issue on a ballot either in a spe-
cial election or in the upcoming
November general election.

Community development di-
rector Jeff Baker noted that while
costs would be minimal for adding

the measure to November’s ballot,
a special election would likely
cost more than $100,000.

Cost aside, however, Baker
noted that even if the council
were to leave the decision up to
city voters, the applicant, Tru-
mark Homes, would still be able
to pursue approval of the proj-
ect through other channels. In
a letter to the city, officials from
Trumark encouraged the council
to vote on repealing the ordi-
nance approving the project, and
said that they would take another
route regardless.

“To be honest, we don’t know
what exactly the applicant might
submit,” Baker said.

Although Trumark had not
indicated what their new route
would be, councilmembers and
staff discussed the potential of
the project to go through the
state’s Housing Accountability Act
process, which would not require
the Stage 2 Development Plan to
be approved by the council.

While councilmembers ul-
timately voted unanimously to
repeal the ordinance approving
the Stage 2 Development Plan on
March 1, many expressed frustra-
tion at how little discretion the
two choices on the table that eve-
ning offered, as well as concerns
about having even less discretion
in the planning and approval pro-
cess of the East Ranch housing
project, if Trumark pursues the
project according to state rather
than city requirements.

“The fact of the matter is that

this council is bound by the legal
constraints that are put in place by
the state,” Councilmember Shawn
Kumagai said. “And whether its
me or anyone else sitting up here,
we have to follow the law. If they
bring a Housing Accountability
Act application, we have very
little discretion which means we
don’t get to ask for the perks and
the bells and the whistles.”

In particular, Kumagai said he
was concerned about whatever
alternative route pursued by Tru-
mark might mean for a proposed
portion of the East Ranch project
negotiated by the council with
Trumark, which would provide
affordable housing to adults with
developmental and intellectual
disabilities.

“I sit in meetings often with in-
dividuals in the intellectually and
developmentally disabled com-
munities, and they are hurting,”
Kumagai said. “There’s insuffi-
cient funds to provide services for
them, they're disproportionately
taken care of by their aging care-
givers and they’re aging out.”

He added, “Those elderly care-
givers of adults with intellectual
and developmental disabilities
tell me, T'm worried that my
child is not going to have a place
to live, that they are going to be
displaced, or worse, they might
be homeless when I pass away.”

Kumagai and other council-
members also noted that moving
to repeal the ordinance might not
have the outcome expected by pe-
titioners, with housing still being

planned for the East Ranch area
under the city’s general plan.

Although  councilmembers
agreed with staffs recommen-
dation to repeal the ordinance
rather than sending it to the bal-
lot, they emphasized their disap-
pointment with the further limits
on their input on housing at the
East Ranch site, and said that
this would not have the outcome
residents had intended when they
signed on to the referendum.

If Trumark Homes submits an
application bound by the Hous-
ing Accountability Act, they
would be required by state law to
make 4% of the project’s units af-
fordable housing or pay an in-lieu
fee, but would not be required to
proceed with the project as it had
been negotiated with the city.

Although Kumagai and other
council members said they re-
mained hopeful that Trumark
would still seek to proceed with
the Sunflower Hill project aimed
at housing intellectually and de-
velopmentally disabled adults,
they emphasized that Trumark
would not be required to do so by
state law.

“The irony isnt lost on me
tonight that we passed a procla-
mation in the consent calendar
today for Developmental Disabil-
ity Awareness Month on the same
night that we're repealing this
ordinance that will probably ef-
fectively kill the Sunflower Hill
project on this site, and that
makes me very sad,” Vice Mayor
Jean Josey said. m

New Glazer bill would require school districts to
report annual salaries of employees

Legislation aims to increase transparency, close public disclosure loophole

By CIERRA BAILEY

State Sen. Steve Glazer (D-
Orinda) was among a group of
legislators last month who intro-
duced a bill to
close a loophole
used by school
districts to get
around public
disclosure re-
quirements for
posting  their
salaries through
the State Con-
troller’s Office,

Steve
according to a Glazer
statement from
the Tri-Valley representative’s
office.

In addition to Glazer, Assem-
blymember Cristina Garcia (D-Bell

Gardens) and Sen. Rosilicie Ochoa
Bogh (R-Yucaipa) authored the
legislation — Senate Bill 924
— under which school districts
would be required to report the
annual salaries of employees to the
state controller, complying with
the same requirements for local
agencies, including each county,
city and special district.

The legislation would also re-
quire the controller to annually
publish this information on its
website.

“School districts should be dis-
closing the pay of their top ad-
ministrators just like every other
public entity,” Glazer said. “They
have used a loophole in the law
to prevent easily accessible public
disclosure. This legislation will
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close that gap.”

Under current law, school dis-
tricts are required only to report
financial and salary information
to the state superintendent. Some
districts and other agencies have
voluntarily reported to the con-
troller. In all, only 23% of Cali-
fornia school districts in 2021
reported their annual compensa-
tion reports to the state control-
ler, according to Glazer’s office.

The need for more transpar-
ency in salary reporting came to
light last year after a Southern
California News Group investi-
gation found that the superin-
tendent of the Ontario-Montclair
School District, James Hammond,
made more than $700,000 in
both 2020 and 2021 “through

a series of out-of-the-ordinary
perks”, according to the state
legislators. However, his salary
was listed on the school district’s
website as less than half of his
actual total.

Garcia said she is proud to be
working with Glazer to finally
“close this loophole once and for
all.”

“It makes me angry to learn
that eight years after the passage
of my AB 2040 in 2014, most
school districts are not comply-
ing with the intent of the law
due to a loophole,” Garcia said.
“This type of behavior is why the
public loses trust in our govern-
ment. Sunshine is good for the
democratic process and if your
decisions are valid, you shouldn’t

be afraid to share that with the
public.”

Ochoa Bogh said the bill is
about good government and
accountability.

“As our state government grap-
ples with a hefty budget surplus,
it is more important than ever to
ensure all tax dollars are appropri-
ately allocated and are efficiently
serving the needs of Californians,”
said Ochoa Bogh. “SB 924 will
make way for greater transparency
in our education system by allow-
ing families to see how their hard-
earned tax dollars are being spent.
There is nothing more important
than the value of an education.
Let us make sure our kids receive
the highest quality to ensure their
future success.” m



NEWSFRONT

Livermore launches second phase of key corridor study

‘Tactical East Avenue’ to test improvement options before permanent changes are made

By CIERRA BAILEY

The city of Livermore has
kicked off the second phase of
its ongoing East Avenue Corridor
Study to enhance mobility and
safety along the stretch between
South Livermore Avenue and
South Vasco Road.

Phase 11 — referred to as “Tac-
tical East Avenue” — is a six-
month pilot project that will ex-
plore elements of the design al-
ternatives produced in Phase I of
the East Avenue Corridor Study
to arrive at a real-world tested
solution for the corridor, accord-
ing to a statement from the city.

The strategy is derived from
Tactical Urbanism, a method of
place-making that uses low-cost,

temporary materials to offer the
city of Livermore and the com-
munity the opportunity to expe-
rience potential changes to the
street before permanent improve-
ments are made.

As part of the project, tacti-
cal improvements to East Avenue
could include curb extensions,
bike lanes, lane re-configuration,
and traffic calming interventions,
city officials said.

On Wednesday, the city of
Livermore and urban planning
firm Street Plans were hosting
an in-person public workshop to
officially set Tactical East Avenue
in motion and gave community
members a chance to share what
measures they’d like to see tested.

Phase I of the study was con-
ducted between 2020 and 2021
and involved community out-
reach, analyzing existing condi-
tions and preparing multiple de-
sign alternatives for the corridor,
according to the project website.

Four design alternatives were
developed based on input from
the community in the first phase.
Various elements of the four al-
ternatives will be tested during
Tactical East Avenue to help de-
termine the safest and most fea-
sible options.

Some of the changes identified
in the alternative designs include,
altering the number of travel
lanes and size, changing bicycle
lane width, and adding bulb-outs

and refuge islands.

Safety concerns at the East Av-
enue Corridor have been raised
over the course of several years
and the area has been identified
as a priority corridor in the Liver-
more Active Transportation Plan.

However, the urgency to im-
prove the area was recently
heightened after a 2019 inci-
dent in which 26-year-old Yaneli
Morales was fatally struck by a
vehicle while trying to cross East
Avenue about 100 feet east of the
Jensen Street intersection.

While Morales did not use a
nearby crosswalk that illuminates
when the pedestrian button is
pushed, that particular stretch
of East Avenue is known among

residents for pedestrian safety
issues.

At the time, supporters of Mo-
rales had launched an online
petition calling for action to en-
hance public safety, including
adding more lighting along the
street, putting in speed bumps
and better visibility of the speed
limit signage, among other
measures.

Following the city’s workshop
this week, city officials said that
all presentation materials will be
posted on the project website
where an online survey is also
available to provide input on
what should be tested in this
phase. To learn more, visit east-
avecorridorstudy.com. m

FIREFIGHTERS

Continued from Page 5

Hartinger, the chief negotiator re-
tained by the department in these
negotiations.

“This is a huge safety priority
for both cities, and we are urging
the Union to partner with us to
implement a meaningful, clear,
and impactful Policy,” Hartinger
added.

Union president Joe McThorn
had not responded to a request
for comment as of early Tuesday
evening.

The union’s previous contract
term was from July 1, 2018,
through Dec. 31, 2021. The pro-
visions under the latest contract

remain the same until a new
agreement is reached, city offi-
cials said.

“We are committed to ensure
that our firefighters remain well
equipped, well trained, and well
paid. We think our proposal
meets these objectives,” Liver-
more City Manager Marc Roberts
said in Tuesday’s joint statement.

CREEKVIEW

Pleasanton seniors support

Ukrainians

Residents at the Creekview Health Center on Stoneridge Drive came
together last Friday in a show of solidarity and support for the
people of Ukraine amid their country’s battle against the Russian
military invasion. Many donning the Ukrainian national colors of
blue and yellow, the Creekside crew assembled aid kits, collected
needed items and signed an oversized card with messages of hope to

send to Ukraine.

An LPFD-created webpage on
the labor negotiations includes a
copy of the union’s initial state-
ment of impasse, which details
their position on various issues.
In the statement of impasse, rep-
resentatives of the union said they
had presented several proposals
over the course of 30 days “in a
good faith effort to narrow the un-
resolved issues,” including “mul-
tiple counter proposals seeking to
develop an appropriate reasonable
suspicion and post-vehicle acci-
dent substance testing policy.”

The statement argues that de-
spite their efforts to come to
common ground, LPFD has re-
mained “unwilling to acknowl-
edge the Union’s legitimate con-
cerns, and the Department has

not responded meaningfully to
the Union’s economic proposals.”

One of the union’s concerns
described in the statement is the
elimination of rank-for-rank over-
time for short-term day-to-day
vacancies — a benefit that has
been in place for 25 years.

In a letter responding to the
union’s declaration of impasse,
Hartinger said that the parties
held a meeting last Friday to try
to resolve their outstanding dif-
ferences. While some progress
was made as a result of the meet-
ing, a handful of issues (including

the drug testing policy) remain in
dispute.

The LPFD webpage with up-
dates on the ongoing labor nego-
tiations lists staffing for efficiency
and wages as issues that have not
been agreed upon, in addition to
the matter of drug testing.

The cities have not confirmed
additional details about the al-
legations of an unnamed LPFD
fire captain testing positive for
cocaine on duty.

More information and the
labor negotiations updates can be
found at Ipfdlaborupdates.com. m

Want to get news briefs emailed to you every weekday?
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Congressmen secure millions for Tri-Valley projects

List includes Iron Horse Trail work, Livermore Veterans Park, Axis Bridge

BY JEREMY WALSH

A half-dozen projects in Tri-
Valley communities, as well as a
handful of others with countywide
impacts, were earmarked for nearly
$20 million in federal funding this
month thanks to the efforts of
U.S. Reps. Eric Swalwell and Mark
DeSaulnier.

Secured as part of the appropria-
tions bill signed by President Joe
Biden last week, the list of local
projects to receive federal monies
include Veterans Park in down-
town Livermore, the Axis Bridge
mental health urgent care program,
two Iron Horse Regional Trail proj-
ects and traffic signal improve-
ments in Danville.

“l am incredibly pleased that
the government funding bill in-
cluded $11,525,000 in Commu-
nity Project Funding that will help

CA-15 residents, from providing
a new community center and vet-
erans park, to improving bicycle
and pedestrian safety in the East
Bay,” Swalwell (D-Livermore) said
in a statement. “I am proud to have
fought for this funding that will
make our community healthier,
safer, and more resilient.”

“For the first time in a decade,
we finally have the opportunity
to bring home funding to Con-
tra Costa for specific projects that
will have a meaningful impact on
people’s daily lives,” DeSaulnier (D-
Concord) added about the $8 mil-
lion he secured. “From supporting
mental health resources to improv-
ing commutes, the quality of life of
residents across the County will be
much improved thanks to this criti-
cal funding.”

Swalwells list of nine projects

districtwide includes:

* $2 million to finalize designs
for construction of the Iron Horse
Regional Trail bicycle-pedestrian
overcrossing in San Ramon.

* $1 million to support the new
Veterans Park in downtown Liver-
more, with money eligible to be
used for design, engineering, en-
titlements, and construction.

* $450,000 for the Axis Bridge
mental health urgent care services
pilot program among the cities of
Pleasanton, Livermore and Dublin
and Axis Community Health.

e $375,000 for the Livermore
Valley Joint Unified School District
to develop a “Latinx Support and
Access” community engagement
program.

Two other projects on Swalwell’s
catalog have regional implica-
tions: $1.7 million for the Alameda

County Transportation Commis-
sion’s Safe Routes to Schools mini-
grant program, and $3.5 million
for the East Bay Municipal Utility
Districts upgrades to the Upper
San Leandro Drinking Water Treat-
ment Plant (EBMUD? service area
includes much of the San Ramon
Valley).

A bit north in the Tri-Valley in
DeSaulnier’s district, the project list
includes:

* $1 million for Danville’s town-
wide traffic signal modernization
project, including replacement of
aging signal hardware, vehicular
detection systems and communica-
tions infrastructure.

e $350,000 for the Iron Horse
trail bridge, nature walk and pedes-
trian safety project in Danville, in
coordination with the cities of San
Ramon and Dublin.

Contra Costa County projects
for DeSaulnier include the mo-
bile crisis response team expansion
($1.061 million), the Contra Costa
Crisis Services’ Hub Project ($1
million), Contra Costa Regional
Medical Center’s collaborative care
implementation ($900,000), the
Office of Education internet access
project ($900,000), the Depart-
ment of Conservation and Devel-
opments Just Transition Economic
Revitalization Plan ($750,000)
and building improvements at
local veterans memorial buildings
($700,000).

The 12-bill omnibus government
funding package, which was passed
by the House of Representatives
and Senate before being signed
by Biden on March 15, included a
range of domestic initiatives as well
as emergency aid to Ukraine. m

County supervisors give $75K to help plan
public bank for East Bay

‘Would provide many public benefits to the community’

A vision for a public bank in the
East Bay — and possibly only the
second one in the country — got
a boost last week when Alameda
County supervisors voted to give
$75,000 to a group aiming to start
one.

Four supervisors voted unani-
mously March 15 to give the money
to Friends of the Public Bank East
Bay, which has already taken steps
to start a bank. (Supervisor Rich-
ard Valle was excused from the
meeting.)

The money from the supervi-
sors is for planning activities, ac-
cording to a letter to the board

from Supervisor Dave Brown. The
money is coming from Brown’s fis-
cal management reward funds.

“A public bank would provide
many public benefits to the com-
munity,” Brown wrote. “It would
create a long-term multigenera-
tional source of capital for East Bay
communities, and would cut in-
frastructure construction costs sig-
nificantly by providing low-interest
loans.”

Brown added that such a bank
“would return profit and interest to
local communities and bring trans-
parency and democracy to banking
and investment of public funds.

Lastly, a public bank would help
strengthen local banks and credit
unions by backing their loans and
letters of credit.”

Friends of the Public Bank East
Bay have already completed a vi-
ability study for a public bank,
according to the group’s website. A
viability study is a necessary step
under the California Public Bank-
ing Act.

The California Public Banking
Act was established by Assembly
Bill 857 and signed by Gov. Gavin
Newsom in 2019. The law enables
government entities to form public
banks.

Friends of the Public Bank East
Bay are now working on a business
plan, another step in the process
required by law.

A public bank in the East Bay
as envisioned by the group would
be a cooperative venture among
the entities of Oakland, Berkeley,
Richmond and Alameda County.

Other California cities and coun-
ties have begun work toward estab-
lishing public banks in their areas.

In October, the city of Los Ange-
les voted to have a consultant write
a business plan for a public bank.
Also, the San Francisco Board of
Supervisors less than a year ago

enacted an ordinance to create a
working group to create a business
plan.

Monterey and Santa Cruz coun-
ties along with Watsonville and
Capitola have passed resolutions to
have a viability study done to form
a Central Coast Public Bank.

According to Brown’s office, only
one public bank exists in the U.S.
and was formed in 1919. The Bank
of North Dakota “manages the
state’s funds and provides funding
to small businesses and infrastruc-
ture projects through partnerships
with community banks.” m

—Keith Burbank, BCN

AIRPORT

Continued from Page 5

planned for a 45-acre vacant parcel
north of West Jack London Bou-
levard and south of Taxiway Lima
and included a “fixed based op-
erator” (FBO) facility, offices, aircraft
maintenance facilities, fuel farm,
self-service aircraft fueling facility,
corporate hangars, parking spaces
and box t-hangars.

In his report, Roberts also briefly
addressed the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministrations (FAA) ongoing plans
to phase out the use of leaded
aviation gas throughout the entire
country by 2030.

Regarding noise issues, a num-
ber of residents expressed concerns
during the meeting that the airport
staff isn't responsive enough to com-
plaints and that there is a lack of
follow up after the complaints are
investigated.

“We do follow up on noise

complaints and we investigate all
complaints but of course — from
what we’ve heard today — the feed-
back loop back to those who com-
plain is something we can do better
at, so I think thats on our list of
things for us to work further on,”
Roberts said.

Roberts gave a brief overview
of the results of noise monitoring
studies from May and November of
2021. He noted that the monitor-
ing is done twice at different times
of the year to account for different
landing patterns that are the re-
sult of weather changes that impact
wind direction.

“To get a complete idea of the
overall noise impacts around the
airport we conduct the noise studies
twice,” he said, adding that all of
the monitoring locations in Liver-
more and Pleasanton met the noise
threshold compatibility standards.

Roberts said the studies use the
community noise equivalent level
(CNEL), which refers to a weighted
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average of noise level over a period
of time. He said that CNEL is the
standard used locally and statewide.

Roberts also acknowledged that
these averages are different from
how people experience noise as
most people are impacted by spe-
cific points of noise. However, he
explained that CNEL regulations
are used to determine levels of noise
because those numbers reflect what
is required by law.

According to Roberts, noise mon-
itoring is one of several ongoing
efforts that will continue and he
said that the city is in the process
of installing continuous noise moni-
toring equipment at the airport and
acquiring new equipment that will
allow for more detailed monitoring
and flight tracking.

Pilot and tenant briefing and edu-
cation will also continue along with
providing community feedback to
the pilots, suggesting flight patterns
and operating procedures to mini-
mize noise. He also said they are

CHUCK DECKERT

A plane makes its approach to landing at the Livermore Municipal Airport.

prioritizing working closely with
their fixed based operator to main-
tain compliance.

“There is more work to be done
and I look forward to working
with the public as well as council-
members Carling, Testa and Mayor
Woerner in making this a reason-
able and improved atmosphere for
quality of life within Livermore,

Pleasanton and Dublin — those
aren’t just words, we're going to do
it,” Brown said toward the end of
the meeting.

The subcommittee did not spec-
ify when the next meeting will take
place but further discussion regard-
ing airport noise and communication
improvements will also be on the
next agenda, according to city staff. m
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Amador Valley High returns to Ethics Bowl competition

BY JEANITA LYMAN

Amador Valley High School’s
Ethics Club is one of the many
extracurricular activities and orga-
nizations that has resumed busi-
ness as usual since the return of
in-person classes last fall.

Yet despite an uptick in interest
and motivation during the pan-
demic that inspired some of the
current members to join, it re-
mains one of the lesser-known
student-run organizations.

“A lot of clubs are created for
the sole reason of college applica-
tions,” senior Sahana Kumar told
the Weekly. “This is not that club.
You're not going to get that much
fame or notoriety from Ethics
Club, so I think thats one reason
we keep sustaining ourselves, is
because we aren’t born out of ne-
cessity, we're born out of passion.”

On the heels of a recent regional
competition earlier this year, cur-
rent members are seeking to raise
their club’s profile, and eying ways
to expand what they value about
the organization locally in the
future.

As participants in the National
High School Ethics Bowl (NHSEB),
Amador Valley students and oth-
ers throughout the country spend
the school year studying cases and
practicing for the organization’s
annual competition, which kicks
off at the regional level in January,
with winners of the regional com-
petitions heading to the national
competition in North Carolina in
April.

Club aspires to localize national competition for other East Bay public schools

While the two teams of Amador
Valley Ethics Club members who
competed in the regional compe-
tition this year both failed to ad-
vance to the national level, they re-
turned with a sense of confidence
about their performance, and a
desire to work towards addressing
issues in the organization that they
identified in the recent competi-
tion and past years.

“We were working together per-
fectly, everyone spoke, we spoke
eloquently, we weren't interrupting
each other, we took turns, every-
one was participating,” Antonio
Terziysky said. “But to go against
a team who, just because they’re
more recognized, the judges seem
to just overlook the fact that only
one person is answering and that
they’re not fully answering the
questions.”

Although NSHEB as an organi-
zation prides itsell in seeking to
foster a more inclusive, collabora-
tive atmosphere that contrasts with
the competitive nature of other
speech and debate competitions,
Kumar and Terziysky said that
this years event made structural
inequalities within the organiza-
tion clear, particularly to one of the
only public school teams compet-
ing against better supported teams
from private schools.

“Even though we live in a very
affluent area, we're not able to just
pay a coach, and we noticed that a
lot of other schools there are private
schools,” Terziysky said. “I think
there were only two public schools

at regionals this year, and every
single one of them had a coach who
were either philosophy teachers or
former people who have competed
in college level Ethics Bowl. And
then we’re just there.”

“One time someone said I was
the coach, they were asking for all
the coaches to meet up ... I was
like, ‘we don't have a coach,” they
were like ‘oh, you are the coach
now.” So I was automatically made
the coach for the records,” Kumar
added. “That was bad.”

While the six-year-old club has
struggled with membership and
access to support from adults,
Kumar and Terziysky, who are both
in their senior year, and the clubs
founder, who has since graduated
college, are all seeking to continue
working with the club, and have
plans to expand access to ethics to
public schools throughout the East
Bay, alongside the club’s current
younger members.

“We're thinking we could do our
own version of an Ethics Bowl,
and it would be far more useful,”
Kumar said. “It would just be for
East Bay public high schools, and
there would be no coaches al-
lowed. It would just be for debate,
mock trial, comp civics classes to
prepare to understand better phi-
losophy, and our club would be the
judges of it, so we wouldn't be able
to compete.”

The inspiration behind this idea
came in part from noticing and
seeking to address inequities in
NHSEB, but also looking towards

SKATE PARK

Continued from Page 5

Shopping Center.”

Funding for the project has
been a challenge. City staff are re-
searching possible grant and fun-
draising opportunities but they
are confident that, at a minimum,
partial additional funding could
be secured, according to the coun-
cil report.

The estimated cost to build the
park has doubled since inception,
causing concern among coun-
cilmembers who expressed their
shock.

The proposed skate park is esti-
mated to cost approximately $5.7
million in direct costs with an-
other $2.8 million budgeted for
construction and design contin-
gencies including mobilization,
bonding and insurance — for a
total projected construction cost of
approximately $8.5 million.

‘I had sticker shock, looking
at the staff report, because my
recollection was when we under-
took this as a priority, we were
looking at around $5 million,”

Councilmember Kathy Narum
said at the meeting.

Residents from Pleasanton and
elsewhere in the Bay Area joined
in to plead before the council for
the approval of the modernized
skate park.

“Skateboard parks are an amaz-
ing place for kids to get out of
the house and make friends, and
its also a great community that
enriches the community in a lot
of ways,” said Peter Koff, a San
Francisco resident. “I look forward
to skating at the new skate park in
Pleasanton; it’s a short drive for me
so 1 will be there.”

Pleasanton resident JoEllen Lam-
bert attended the virtual council
meeting, as did son Andrew Lam-
bert, to advocate for the skate park
and said that youth in the area are
enthusiastically looking forward to
the skate park so much so that they
would even help raise funds.

“These kids actually showed up
to the city council meetings, to the
Parks and Rec. meetings,” said Jo-
Ellen Lambert, whose late husband
David Lambert was a city parks
commissioner and supporter of a
new skate park. “They actually put

in the effort to work with the city
officials on this.”

Andrew Lambert, a skater him-
self, pushed for the need of a new
skate park at Pleasanton.

“You don't need a group or a
team to skate or ride a bicycle. You
just need a new park,” Andrew
Lambert told the council. “Skate-
boarding is now in the Olympics;
council members, lets push to have
a future Pleasanton gold medalist.”

Council members approved the
skate park design concept unani-
mously and agreed to look at po-
tentially building the facility in
phases to alleviate the financial
burden. The cost for construction
for the project depends on when
the project is constructed, potential
design changes and if any further
changes are required during con-
struction. Installation of a restroom
for the skatepark will add another
$450,000.

“I think conceptually, its beauti-
ful, and T wouldnt want to lose
anything. But rather just look at the
add-ons that we can do, depending
on how much the bids come in, or
have that as a phase two,” Narum
said. m

the wider Bay Area with the same
perspective.

“Ethics is a very privileged con-
versation to have,” Kumar said.
“To be able to study philosophy in
college is a very lucky thing to do,
and I hope I'll be able to do it.”

Kumar and the club’s other mem-
bers said that while the regional
competition had made it clear that
they were underdogs as a public
school team, it made them all the
more sensitive to the difficulties of

other local public schools without
as many resources, which serve
students who may have work, fam-
ily and other obligations keeping
them from extracurriculars.

“Private schools and affluent
public schools like ours have that
time to work on it, and we just feel
like theres this huge gap between
people who need ethics the most
and people who come up with eth-
ics,” Kumar said. “We just find that
incredibly irritating.” m

FUN STUFF FOR KIDS OVER THE SUMMER

amponnection

Summer 2022

Fashion Design & Sewing Camp @ KIDZ KRAFTZ!
7690 Quail Creek Cir. | Dublin | (925) 271-0015

KidzKraftz.com

Focus on sewing stylish, wearable clothing, accessories, craft and
jewelry projects, while introducing children to fashion design concepts,
sewing techniques, basic pattern manipulation and fashion illustration.
Sewing machines and notions provided. FREE fabric for first day of the
camp. Early Bird Registration Special, as well as many discount options

available.

Stratford School

http://stratfordschools.com/summer
Summer@Stratford...It’s Your Child’s Time To Shine

Stratford provides the perfect summer camp experience for your
child, complete with all the fun, enriching activities they love, and the
important safety measures you expect. With more options to explore,
including Day Camps, Academic Camps, Specialty Camps, and Sports
Camps, you can customize a one-of-a-kind experience that makes your

child shine!
Day Camps

Each week, students in Kindergarten through Grade 5 jump into action
as they explore science and nature, discover creative and performing
arts, participate in sports and games, and so much more.

Academic Camps

Looking for a more robust academic camp experience? Enhance your
child’s love of learning while focusing on a specific subject. From math
and robotics to literature and creative writing, we have something for
every student as they work independently and in small groups, and
apply real-life experiences to lessons learned in the classroom.

Specialty Camps

Add even more fun with our specialty camps that are packed with
hands-on activities and experiences for campers to discover new STEAM
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math) skills and talents.

Innovative and enriching programs are available for children ready
for Preschool, Elementary, and Middle School. Give your child the
Summer@Stratford experience they will remember!

Visit us online to learn more at stratfordschools.com/summer.

Write Now!

Summer Writing Camps

Pleasanton/Palo Alto

Hacienda: (925) 485-5750 | Emerson: (650) 424-1267
www.headsup.org | writenow@headsup.org

Improve your student’s writing skills this summer at Emerson
Montessori School of Pleasanton and Palo Alto. Courses this year are
Expository Writing, Creative Writing, and Presentation Skills. Visit our

website for more information.

For more information about these camps, see our online camp directory
at www.pleasantonweekly.com/camp_connection/

To advertise in the April Camp Connection, call (925) 621-1177
or email kklein@pleasantonweekly.com.

Pleasanton Weekly ¢ March 25, 2022 » Page 9



COMMUNITY PULSE

POLICE BULLETIN

Livermore native and
girlfriend charged with
murder, hate crime in
Tracy

A man with ties to Livermore
and his girlfriend were arraigned
last Friday on murder charges with
special circumstances alleging that
the fatal shooting and stabbing of a
30-year-old Stockton man in Tracy
at a gas station was a hate crime,
the San Joaquin County District
Attorney’s Office said.

Co-defendants Christina Lyn
Garner, 42, of Manteca, and Jer-
emy Wayne Jones, 49, a Livermore
native now living in Stockton, are
charged in the killing of Justin
Peoples intentionally in connection
to a hate crime. A third defendant,
Christopher Dimenco, 52, was ar-
raigned on accessory charges.

“There is no place for hate in
our community. No one should be
victimized because of their race,
ethnicity, sexual orientation, or reli-
gion,” District Attorney Tori Verber
Salazar said in a statement. “These
types of crimes are reprehensible,
and my administration will pros-
ecute to the fullest extent of the law
to hold those who perpetuate hate
accountable.”

The victims race was not re-
leased, but many of Jones’ tattoos
are associated with white suprema-
cist groups.

Jones said on his Facebook page
that he attended Livermore High
School and listed Livermore as his
hometown. On a second Facebook
page he recently posted a video
saying that the new tattoo circling
his neck was to “show his love” for
his girlfriend Christina.

Shortly after 9 p.m. March 15,

F’

Jeremy Wane
Jones

Christina Lyn
Garner

the Tracy Police Department re-
sponded to a report of a man suf-
fering from gunshot wounds at the
Chevron gas station on North Tracy
Boulevard.

Officers found Peoples lying on
the floor with a gunshot wound to
his upper body and multiple stab
wounds, police said.

He was taken to San Joaquin
General Hospital where he died
two hours later.

Police said there was a confron-
tation before Peoples was shot,
and Salazar said the victim did
not know his assailants. Garner
and Jones were arrested in the
1500 block of De Ovan Avenue
the following day at 9:15 a.m. after
authorities served search and arrest
warrants at the residence.

Peoples was a graduate of Edison
High School, San Joaquin Delta
College and had served in the
military.

“It doesnt make a difference
what color you are,” Peoples” aunt,
Berniece Bass, said after the ar-
raignment. “Some are black, some
are brown, some are light skinned
... we have all colors, but we know
the human race is the number one
color we need to be fighting for.”

The three defendants are set to
appear in the San Joaquin County
Superior Court on April 4 for fur-
ther arraignment and have been
remanded to custody.

—Victoria Franco, BCN Foundation

In other news

e The Target Corporation has en-
tered into a stipulated agreement to
pay more than $5 million to settle
a civil law enforcement complaint
that alleged that the retail giant
engaged in false advertising and
unfair competition, including in
Alameda County.

The action was originally filed in
Sonoma County Superior Court by
District Attorney Jill Ravitch’s envi-
ronmental and consumer law divi-
sion in a joint filing with the dis-
trict attorneys of Alameda, Marin,
Contra Costa, Santa Cruz, Ventura
and San Diego counties.

The Sonoma County Department
of Agriculture/Weights and Mea-
sures Division did the inspections
of the Target stores, along with
departments of agriculture from the
other counties.

The complaint alleged Target
charged customers prices higher
than its lowest advertised price for
items. Prosecutors also alleged that
prices changed for some items once
people who used the Target app on
their phone entered the boundaries
of the store.

The judgement includes an in-
junction that prohibits Target from
engaging in false or misleading ad-
vertising or charging a price greater
than that advertised. The judge-
ment also bars Target {rom using
app technology to cause the price
of an item to increase based on the
user’s location and requires it to
clearly state where a customer can
obtain the item at the advertised
price. Target will also be required
to implement audit and price ac-
curacy procedures in its stores for
seven years.

The settlement includes $5 mil-
lion in civil penalties, $200,000
in restitution to support future en-
forcement of consumer protection
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PPD welcomes new officer

Gonzalez joins department this month

Officer Melisa Gonzalez is the
newest addition to the Pleasanton
Police Department, city officials
announced last week.

Gonzalez, who graduated from
the 165th South Bay Regional
Public Safety Consortium, earned
a bachelors degree in criminal
justice and a double minor in
political science and mathematics
from California State University,
East Bay.

“We congratulate Melisa on suc-
cessfully completing her training
as a police recruit,” Pleasanton Po-
lice Chief David Swing said, “and
we are confident she possesses the
qualities and skills to enhance our
service to the community.” m

—Jeremy Walsh

laws, and $173,618.18 total in
costs to the multi-county depart-
ments of agriculture who conduct-
ed the investigation.
Target did not immediately re-
spond to a request for comment.
—Bay City News Service

* Two San Ramon teenagers were
located in good health and reunited
with their families on Sunday night
after being reported missing as
likely runaways for four days, city
police said.

Authorities and the San Ramon
community had been actively
searching for Dougherty Valley
High School students Marybel
“Ruby” Gonzalez and Aaminah
“Mina” Khan since the San Ramon
Police Department issued a miss-
ing-persons bulletin last Friday
afternoon.

The pair were found safe some
time after 8 p.m. Sunday, according
to police.

“We are happy to report that
both Ruby and Mina were located
within the past hour through a
coordinated effort between a com-
munity member and our Inves-
tigations Division. Both girls are
in good health and were reunited
with their families,” SRPD stated on
social media at 9:16 p.m. Sunday.

Additional details about the girls’
disappearance and the resolution
of their case were not released as of
Sunday night.

Police issued an update in the
case earlier Sunday morning, be-
fore the girls were located, saying
investigators had reason to believe
the pair were “in good health based
on our investigation, recent sight-
ings, and communication with
local youth via social media.”

They had last been seen on
March 16 in the Gale Ranch area of
San Ramon, with police reporting
on Friday there was undisclosed
evidence indicating they had each
likely run away from home.

—Jeremy Walsh

PPD
New Pleasanton PD Officer Melisa
Gonzalez at her badge-pinning
ceremony.

» Following an administrative
hearing on March 3, Livermore-
based Cloud Smoke Shops retail li-
cense has been revoked for five years
after repeated violations for sell-
ing vape and vape-related products,
specifically to minors, according to
the Livermore Police Department.

The shops owner, 48-year-old
Wahid Faroqi, is prohibited from
selling all tobacco until 2027.

An inspection on Feb. 10 found
41 cases containing 244 vape prod-
ucts in an “employees only” room at
Cloud Smoke Shop, formerly called
Spark Smoke and Vape. LPD said
the owner claimed he was planning
to return the products but he was
unable to provide invoices for them.

A Livermore ordinance prohibits
the sale of all flavored tobacco prod-
ucts, electronic smoking devices
and electronic smoking fluid.

In January 2021, the store owner
was cited for selling a flavored elec-
tronic smoking device to a minor
decoy. He was then ordered to re-
move all vaping products from the
store immediately. Last June, a store
employee sold a vape product to a
different minor decoy. The owner
then received a 90-day suspension
and was not allowed to sell any to-
bacco and nicotine products during
that timeframe.

Despite these infractions, police
said tips continued to come in that
the business — located at 4088 East
Ave. — was selling vape products to
minors.

“This store is situated right across
the street from a middle school
and daycare, and they are selling
to kids,” Livermore Police Sgt. Paul
Mayer said. “It’s really hard for kids
to not get addicted and if we can
disrupt the supply chain, then they
have to stop. It’s not only a financial
burden for kids, but there are medi-
cal, health risks and depression as-
sociated with it.”

—Livermore Vine staff

See BULLETIN on Page 11



COMMUNITY PULSE

State bill would restore public access to police radio communications

Law enforcement agencies would have until next year to find alternative to encryption

BY GENNADY SHEYNER /
PALO ALTO WEEKLY

Police departments throughout
California would be required to
make their radio communications
accessible to the press and the pub-
lic under new legislation proposed
by State Sen. Josh Becker (D-Menlo
Park).

Senate Bill 1000, also known as
the “Public Right to Police Radio
Communications Act,” responds to
a recent trend among California’s
law-enforcement agencies to en-
crypt their radio communications
since early 2021, a move that pre-
vents journalists, citizen watchdogs
and other residents from monitor-
ing police activities.

The switch to encrypted radio,
which was made by police depart-
ments in Palo Alto, Mountain View,
San Francisco, Los Altos and other

cities, followed a memo from the
state Department of Justice that
required departments to institute
measures to protect release over
the radio of personal information
such as social security numbers,
license plate numbers and criminal
histories.

The memo gave departments the
option of either fully encrypting
their communications or establish-
ing policies that protect sensitive
information while keeping other
communications publicly available.

The California Highway Patrol
responded by adopting a “hybrid”
approach in which radio transmis-
sions remain open except for when
personal information is being trans-
mitted. Most other Bay Area agen-
cies followed Palo Altos lead and
encrypted all their communications.

Beckers bill gives California law

enforcement agencies until Jan. 1,
2023 to “ensure that all radio com-
munications are accessible to the
public.” This could be done by
using unencrypted radio frequen-
cies for all nonsensitive informa-
tion, thus allowing it to be picked
up by radio scanning equipment;
by streaming radio communication
online; or by providing access to
encrypted communication to any-
one who requests it for a “reason-
able fee.”

Agencies can also transmit confi-
dential information by phone, tab-
lets and other text-display devices,
according to the bill.

The legislation would not apply
to radio frequencies used to share
confidential information or for tac-
tical and undercover operations.

In a fact sheet announcing the
bill, Becker called the switch by

various law enforcement agencies to
switch to encrypted radios a “poor
decision.”

The issue of police encryption
has become contentious in Palo
Alto, where several council mem-
bers, including Mayor Pat Burt,
Tom DuBois and Greer Stone, have
repeatedly urged the department
to reconsider its policy and reverse
course, with no success. Stone, who
serves on the councils Policy and
Services Committee, advocated at
the committee’s Feb. 8 meeting for
the city to revisit the topic and fol-
low the CHP% lead.

Stone argued that the encryption
policy has “the feeling of trying to
put up guard between the media
and those on the ground.”

“l do think there are reasonable
concerns that have been raised re-
garding transparency,” Stone said,

shortly before the committee sup-
ported his motion to reconsider the
encryption policy at a future meet-
ing. “If other agencies like CHP can
do it, it is curious why we can’t do
it here.”

“Palo Alto has kind of been
at the tip of the spear on this
one, as one of the first depart-
ments to move to full encryption,”
Becker told this news organization
in an interview. “Especially with
what the country has been going
through in the last year or two,
now is not the time to reduce ac-
cess to police activity.

“The public and news media
have had access to this information
for the past 70 years or so. And I
understand the police are looking
to protect people’s private informa-
tion, but we think theres a way to
do both, as the CHP is doing.” m

BULLETIN

Continued from Page 10

 The Contra Costa County Sher-
iffs Office is continuing to search for
the culprit in a robbery in Alamo last
Saturday who reportedly claimed to
be armed and demanded money
from the CVS Pharmacy on Danville
Boulevard before fleeing.

Deputy-sheriffs were dispatched to
the scene at approximately 7:14 p.m.
on Saturday in response to the inci-
dent, according to a spokesperson
for the sheriffs office. The suspect
reportedly told store employees he
was armed with a firearm before tak-
ing money and fleeing in a gray Audi
A6 with a paper license plate on the
front and no rear license plate.

The sheriffs office is asking any-
one with information on the inci-
dent to contact their investigation

division by calling 925-313-2600
or 866-846-3592 to leave an anony-
mous message, or by email at tips@
S0.CCCOUnty.Us.

—Jeanita Lyman

* A man was convicted last week
of murdering a 14-year-old girl in
1980 in a Contra Costa County in-
vestigation that turned cold for de-
cades until a DNA breakthrough in
recent years, District Attorney Diana
Becton announced.

Mitchell Lynn Bacom, 67, of An-
tioch was convicted of first-degree
murder with special circumstances
on March 15, prosecutors said.

Bacom, who was 27 years old at the
time of the murder, was an early sus-
pect in the initial investigation, but the
case went cold until 2017 when he was
identified as the perpetrator through
his DNA profile, prosecutors said.

Suzanne Bombardier was babysit-
ting her younger cousins when she
disappeared from her sister’s apart-
ment on June 2, 1980, and her body
was recovered a week later from the
San Joaquin River.

Prosecutors said there was evi-
dence of sexual assault, and Bombar-
dier’s cause of death was determined
to be a single stab wound to the
chest.

Bacom, who had previously been
convicted in 1974 of rape and other
felony offenses in Mountain View, was
on parole at the time of the murder.

He was convicted of sexually as-
sault and related felonies in 1981 and
was sentenced to 24 years in state
prison.

He will be sentenced to life in
prison without the possibility of pa-
role, prosecutors said.

—Bay City News Service

* A company that buys used vehi-
cles and sells or recycles its parts has
agreed to a $2.5 million settlement
over allegations of illegal disposal
of hazardous waste and stormwater
pollution issues, including in Alam-
eda and Contra Costa counties.

Pick-N-Pull agreed to the settle-
ment with 14 California district at-
torneys’ offices and promptly im-
proved their practices, according to
an announcement from the office of
Contra Costa County District Attor-
ney Diana Becton on March 11.

The company, which operates 21
facilities in Northern California, buys
older vehicles, sells their parts and
recycles the remaining steel. Pick-N-
Pull is a subsidiary of Schnitzer Steel,
Inc.

Following unannounced waste in-
spections at the company’ facilities
around the state, the company was

POLICE REPORT

The Pleasanton Police Department made
the following information available

March 18

Rape by force/fear

m12:20 a.m. on Stoneridge Mall Road

Alcohol violation

m12:37 a.m. on the 1800 block of
Santa Rita Road

Burglary

m10:22 a.m. on the 4500 block of
Hopyard Road

m12:06 p.m. on the 4500 block of
Hopyard Road

Theft

m8:06 a.m., 3100 block of Washoe
Way; theft from auto

m11:21 a.m., 3000 block of Calle De La
Mesa; catalytic converter theft

m3:09 p.m. on the 4500 block of
Pleasanton Avenue

Drug violation

m4:27 p.m. at Johnson and Owens
drives

March 17
Drug violation

m12:19 a.m. on the 2300 block of
Santa Rita Road

Warrant arrest

W 1:04 a.m. on the 6800 block of Santa
Rita Road

m7:03 p.m. on the 1300 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road

Theft

m2:23 p.m. on the 1400 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road

Alcohol violation

m10:26 p.m. on the 4400 block of
Valley Avenue

March 16
Theft

W7:22 a.m., 3100 block of Cranwood
Court; theft from auto

m11:58 a.m. on the 500 block of
Dolores Place

m4:30 p.m., 6700 block of Bernal
Avenue; theft from auto

m8:10 p.m. on the 2700 block of Huff
Drive

March 15

Vandalism

m10:03 a.m. on the 3100 block of
Santa Rita Road

Fraud

m12:53 p.m. on the 5100 block of
Springdale Avenue

Warrant arrest

m1:50 p.m. on the 5300 block of
Owens Court

Domestic battery
m9:57 p.m. on Andrews Drive

March 14
Theft

W7:24 a.m. on the 5000 block of
Hopyard Road

m10:55 a.m. on the 3600 block of
Andrews Drive

m5:53 p.m., 4900 block of Dolores
Drive; catalytic converter theft

m7:47 p.m., 1400 block of Stoneridge
Mall Road; shoplifting

Vandalism

m9:05 a.m. on the 4000 block of Payne
Road

m1:01 p.m. on the 3800 block of
Mammoth Cave Court

Domestic battery

mW2:25 p.m. on Fairlands Drive

Drug violation

m3:51 p.m. on the 4500 block of
Rosewood Drive

Fire

m9:31 p.m. on the 3800 block of
Vineyard Avenue

March 13

Assault/battery

m3:38 p.m. at Santa Rita Road and
Mohr Avenue

Graffiti

m4:02 p.m. on the 8500 block of
Clubhouse Drive

Shoplifting

m7:11 p.m. on 1400 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road

DUI

m11:53 p.m. at Owens and Hacienda
drives

March 12

Domestic battery

m12:27 p.m. on Stoneridge Mall Road

Shoplifting

m6:47 p.m. on the 1400 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road

m8:05 p.m. on the 1400 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road

March 11
Graffiti

m9:29 a.m. on the 500 block of Main
Street

m9:31 a.m. on the 100 block of Neal
Street

found to routinely and illegally dis-
pose of automotive fluids, aerosols,
batteries and electronics.

“It is a priority to protect our
environment and especially our wa-
terways from harmful pollutants,”
said Becton, who praised the com-
pany’s response. “When contacted by
prosecutors, Pick-N-Pull promptly
implemented improved procedures
and practices relating to their hazard-
ous waste disposal.”

The judgment included $1.85 mil-
lion in civil penalties, $350,000 in
costs of enforcement and a pay-
ment of $350,000 to environmental
projects, including the Contra Costa
County Fish and Wildlife Propaga-
tion Fund. m

—Bay City News Service
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What’s happening around
the Valley in music, theater,
art, literature and more

Life

ri-Valley

Community party set downtown on Saturday

BY JEREMY WALSH
us recently galloped down the
G block — well, on wheels, any-
way — to his new home on
Main Street, and the community is
invited to celebrate the horses move
at a welcome party this weekend.

The shiny equine sculpture, a
longtime mascot at Christesen’s
Western Wear, now greets patrons at
the Museum on Main after Christe-
sen’s owner gave Gus to the museum
upon the historic retail stores clo-
sure last fall.

“Gus has been very popular, and
it’ really gratifying to see how many
people have come up to see him
since hes moved down to our front
yard,” museum curator Ken Mac-
Lennan said in a statement. “As
popular as he has been, we felt a
Main Street icon like Gus deserves a
big welcome party.”

Attendees at the community party
on Saturday morning can take photos
with Gus on the museum lawn, as
well as enjoy fun, games, treats and
of course, a little local history to boot.

Gus the horse greeted passersby
outside Christesen’s starting in 1975,
introduced to Main Street not long
after Stan Janes purchased the west-
ern apparel and supply store from
the original owner’s family.

The shop had been a mainstay in
Pleasanton since being founded by
Danish immigrants Peter Christesen
and Andrew Greve in 1929, initially
as a mens and boys’ clothing store
before Christesen bought the build-
ing next door in the 1950s to ex-
pand his inventory to include tack,
riding gear and western attire for
men and women, according to the
museumn.

With the Janes family making the
decision to close Christesen’s in Sep-
tember after 92 years in operation,
many people were left wondering
what would happen to Gus. Rory
Janes, Stan’s son, soon answered that
question, making arrangements for
the museum less than a block away
to adopt and preserve the “icon of
Main Streets history,” museum of-
ficials said.

“Gus moved to the museum in
February and since then has greeted

yard,” officials said. “He is wheeled
out each morning and wheeled back
into the museum in the evenings,
just as when he was at Christesens.”

The museum is ready to bring
out the welcome mat publicly for its
newest addition this weekend, with
a community party set from 10 a.m.
to noon Saturday on its front lawn at
603 Main St.

The celebration will include photo
opportunities with Gus, crafts in-
cluding wooden horses and horse-
shoes to color, horse crowns and a
horse racing game with prizes.

Meadowlark Dairy, another down-
town staple, has donated tokens for
a free ice cream treat, which will
be given out by drawing to a select
group of attendees at 11 a.m. — and
at that time, museum officials will
give special recognition to Christe-
sen’s and Rory Janes.

Baughmans Western Outfitters,
Rory Janes' store in downtown
Livermore, will have a promotional
booth at the event. The museum
will also partner with Big Bay Ray, a
local nonprofit that raises money to
support local horse rescue organiza-
tions, to offer sales of its popular
tote and wine bags sewn by local
volunteers out of recycled animal
feed bags.

To learn more about the welcome
party, visit www.museumonmain.
com or call 925-462-2766. m

visitors to Main Street each day from
his new perch in the museum’ front

Above and below left: Gus the horse, a staple on Main Street in Pleasanton for decades, has found a new home at the Museum on Main. Below right: Rory Janes
(left), prior owner of Gus at Christesen’s Western Wear, poses with Museum on Main curator Ken MaclLennan. Courtesy Museum on Main.
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TRI-VALLEY LIFE

Art for the season
‘Visions of Spring’ exhibit opening at Bankhead Gallery

BY JEREMY WALSH

The Bankhead Theater Gallery is
embracing spring with a new ex-
hibit showcasing the talents of art-
ists, musicians and writers from the
National League of American Pen
Women, Diablo/Alameda Branch.

Opening next Thursday in down-
town Livermore, “Visions of Spring”
offers patrons the chance “to experi-
ence firsthand the exuberance in
the colors, media and expressions
apparent in the artworks, and reflect
in a heartfelt welcome to spring,
renewal and emergence from the
restrictions of the last few years,”
gallery officials said.

A free opening reception follow-
ing on the weekend will feature the
artwork, musical presentations and
readings of poetry and other writ-
ings representative of the exhibit’s
“visions of spring and joyousness,”
officials said.

Artists who are exhibiting works
include Winnifred Thompson, Eliz-
abeth Hack, Pat Doyne, Pam Hol-
loway, Ruey Syrop, Ann Maloney
Mason, Julie Cohn, JoAnn Frisch,
Charlotte Severin, Usha Shukla and
Azar Vaghefi. Artwork on display,
which are for sale, represent a range
of media including watercolor,

“Iris Germanica” by Pat Doyne.

acrylic, oil, colored pencil, digital,
photography, ceramics and collage.

Musicians who will perform in-
clude Mary Fineman, pianist/com-
poser and singer songwriter; Debra
Nimmer, vocalist; and Margaret Da-
vies, harpist and singer, with Kris-
toph Glover as accompanist. The
writers include Susan Wight, Pat
Doyne and Connie Rusk.

An organization that dates back

Incredible Edible Plant Sale

Fundraiser back at Centennial Park next month

The UC Master Gardener Pro-
gram of Alameda County is host-
ing its Incredible Edible Plant Sale
at the Pleasanton Senior Center’s
Centennial Park in two weeks,
and preorder sales will begin this
weekend.

More than 5,000 vegetable seed-
lings and culinary herbs are avail-
able to be reserved online ahead of
the curbside pickup days on April
9-10, with all funds supporting the
program’s community education
work, according to organizers.

“On sale will be a selection of
tomato plants including heirloom,
cherry, slicers, container and paste
varieties,” organizers said. “In ad-
dition, varieties of peppers, from
sweet and juicy to hot and spicy,
plus squash, zucchini, pumpkins
and many other vegetables and
herbs will be available.”

“The selection will include many
rare and heirloom varieties that
are hard to find and not widely
available,” they added. “Place your
order early as we expect to sell out
fast as we did last year.”

The edible plants, which must
be ordered in advance, with sales
starting this Sunday, will cost $4
for each 4-inch pot. Customers can
pay by cash or check at the curb-
side pickup time of their choosing
between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. April
9-10 in the park adjacent to the
Senior Center at 5353 Sunol Blvd.

Maria Lopez admires tomato
transplants.

The money raised will support
the local organization toward its
mission “to provide the public
with UC research-based informa-
tion about home horticulture,
sustainable landscape, and pest
management practices,” organizers
said.

The master gardeners noted that
they are also working on plans to-
ward establishing a demonstration
garden in Pleasanton to offer “a
unique experience offering hands-
on learning through garden talks,
workshops and demonstrations
and creating a fun learning atmo-
sphere for the entire family.”

The plants can be ordered at
www.incredibleedibleplantsale.
com. To learn more about the orga-
nization, visit acmg.ucanr.edu/. m

—Jeremy Walsh

to 1897, the NLAPW is a nonprofit
that “supports and promotes pro-
fessional women in arts, letters,
music and allied professions,” ac-
cording to gallery officials, who
note that the exhibit is opening in
Women’s History Month — and
aims to extend that celebration well
beyond March.

“The NLAPW is the oldest wom-
en’s arts organization in the United
States whose goal is to evolve into a
modern organization and to spread
its reach to new generations of
women while continuing to build
on their rich history and legacy,
with mentoring, encouraging and
promoting emerging professional
women in the arts as an integral
part of their mission,” officials said.

“Visions of Spring” runs from
next Thursday (March 31) through
May 29 in the Bankhead Theater
Gallery at 2400 Front St. in Liver-
more. The gallery is free and open
to ticketed patrons during theater
performances and to the general
public on Thursdays through Sun-
days from 1-5 p.m.

The opening reception is set for
next Saturday (April 2) from 1-3:30
p-m. For more information, visit
www.LivermoreArts.org. B

“Glorious Garden” by Winnie Thompson.

Alliance creates new co-working
space for nonprofits

CommonPoint Nonprofit Center opens in Livermore

BY JEREMY WALSH

The Tri-Valley Nonprofit Al-
liance unveiled the new Com-
monPoint Nonprofit Center, a co-
working venue and community
resource center, in downtown
Livermore earlier this month.

The facility, a longtime goal of
TVNPA co-founders Kathy Young
and Mony Nop, provides flexible
and fixed office space and confer-
ence room facilities for startup
and established nonprofits alike
at a low cost. Open for either
drop-in or long-term office needs,
the 2,900-square-foot center is
located at 116 North L. St. in
Livermore.

“This co-working space for
nonprofits is such a wonderful
resource for our community,” said
Nop, a former board member
of TVNPA. “Kathy and I spoke
about this nonprofit collaboration
center when we first met in an
elevator eight years ago. Now that
it is coming to fruition, you can’t
help but support it. Together, our
community will thrive.”

“Having a physical place for
collaboration — not just with col-
leagues, but also those they serve
— is important for nonprofits,

TRI-VALLEY
NONPROFIT
ALLIANCE

particularly when they're just get-
ting started,” added Young, who
serves as president and CEO of
the alliance. “Larger nonprofits
not based in the Tri-Valley also
benefit from having an office-
front closer to those they serve
here.”

CommonPoint includes dedi-
cated offices, dedicated cubicles,
shared workspaces and virtual of-
fices for nonprofits who just want
a physical address and use of the
conference room. Other amenities
include secure WiFi, printer and a
kitchen.

The center is staffed by TVNPA
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employees and volunteers, and it
will host TVNPA trainings, edu-
cational sessions and networking
events.

TVNPA officials said Hively,
Quest Science Center and the
HERS Breast Cancer Foundation
have committed to leasing space
at CommonPoint thus far.

“We wanted to establish a co-
working space at a low cost so
there are several set-ups to ac-
commodate almost any budget,”
Young said. “Eventually TVNPA
plans to offer sponsorships for
start-up nonprofits without bud-
gets, as well as sponsor opportuni-
ties to reduce rent for all tenants.”

Key to helping establish Com-
monPoint were efforts from Nop
to develop the space, source fur-
niture, and funding and coordi-
nating tenant improvements at
the building. He joined building
owner Alan Burnham as the cen-
ter’s first donors, matching Burn-
ham’s $10,000 donation with a
check of his own at the March
1 opening event, according to
TVNPA officials.

More information is available
by contacting Young at kathy@
tvnpa.org. m
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Famed fiddler and
Flambeau at Firehouse

Roots music on tap for April 3 show

The stringed sounds of
Louisiana roots music are
coming to the Firehouse Arts
Center stage next weekend.

Acclaimed fiddle player
Tom Rigney and his band
Flambeau are performing in
Pleasanton on April 3 as the
downtown venue expands
its live, in-person entertain-
ment offerings amid eased
pandemic restrictions.

“Flambeau  showecases
Rigney’s fiery, virtuoso fid-
dling, his charismatic stage
presence, and his range and
originality as a composer,”
Firehouse officials said. “He
and Flambeau have forged a unique sound that blends American
Roots styles into something original — mixing irresistible grooves
with deep musicality and spectacular soloing.”

“(They) specialize in blazing Cajun two-steps, low-down Blues,
funky New Orleans grooves, Boogie Woogie piano, and heartbreak-
ingly beautiful ballads and waltzes,” officials added. “Much of the
repertoire is composed by Rigney, but they mix in a few classics
from the Cajun/New Orleans songbook. Audiences may also pick
up a trace of Rigney’ Irish roots.”

The concert is scheduled for 2 p.m. next Sunday (April 3). Tick-
ets remain on sale; visit www.firehousearts.org. m

FIREHOUSE ARTS
Fiddle player Tom Rigney will play in
town April 3.

—Jeremy Walsh
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Goodguys back with
38th All American Get-Together

Car show taking over Pleasanton fairgrounds this weekend

BY JEREMY WALSH

A springtime favorite is re-
turning to the Alameda County
Fairgrounds this weekend as the
Goodguys’ 38th All American Get-
Together rolls into Pleasanton.

Set for this Saturday and Sun-
day, the auto showcase organized
by the Pleasanton-based Good-
guys Rod & Custom Association
will include a range of vehicles
on display, plus special com-
petitions, cars for sale, vendor
booths, kids’ activities and other
entertainment.

“The event will feature over
3,000 American-made or -pow-
ered custom hot rods, muscle
cars, restored classics and trucks
competing for show prizes, as
well as on-track excitement with
burnout competitions, the Good-
guys Autocross Series and more,”
Goodguys officials said.

“Hundreds of vendors and ex-
hibitors will be on site offering
products and services, memora-
bilia, food and drinks, and more,”
they added. “The weekend-long
swap meet and corral will feature
car parts as well as cars for sale.”

5,

GOODGUYS

Classic cars will be back at the Alameda County Fairgrounds this weekend for

Goodguys’ All American Get-Together.

A special presentation for this
weekend’s Get-Together will be an
indoor car show featuring custom
vehicles from 1936-1972 compet-
ing for Custom of the Year award
honors.

Other highlights on the sched-
ule include the Nitro Thunder-
fest Dragster Exhibition, burnout
competition, indoor lowrider dis-
play, model/pedal car show and

Pinstripers Brush Bash. There will
also be a kids’ model “make and
take”, along with the familiar kids’
zone with free arts and crafts,
games and prizes.

The 38th All American Get-To-
gether is set for 8 am. to 5 p.m.
Saturday (March 26) and 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. Sunday (March 27) at the fair-
grounds in Pleasanton. Visit www.
good-guys.com for more details. m

DAR honors
local students

The Pleasanton-based José
Maria Amador Chapter of
Daughters of the American
Revolution recognized

11 Tri-Valley students

at an awards ceremony

on March 12 for taking
part in the organization’s
annual Constitution Week
Poster Contest, the DAR
Good Citizen and the
American History Essay
Contest — “The Tomb of
the Unknown Soldier”.
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LETTERS

RICHERT LUMBER
Ace has retired from his duties at
Richert Lumber and Ace Hardware

Ace the Cat retires

The pandemic hasn't just taken
its toll on the human labor force
across the globe with employees
changing jobs and retiring. Al-
though not well documented, the
animal workforce has also been
impacted.

Ace the Cat, a seven-year as-
sociate at Richert Lumber and Ace
Hardware in Pleasanton, recently
retired from his position as “Mous-
er Extraordinaire”.

We couldnt keep up with the
rodent problem in the yard, which
is large and primarily outdoors. We
wanted professional help, but were
opposed to traps and poisons. The
perfect solution was a deterrent, so
we hired Ace the Cat.

Between food and veterinary
maintenance, Ace was an expensive
fix, but he has been phenomenal in
reducing the rodent population as
well as serving as a great ambas-
sador for our company.

After previously residing at Val-
ley Humane Society, Ace joined the
Richert Lumber team in 2016 and
soon became a popular fixture at
his daytime hangout in the Plumb-
ing Showroom. This past Decem-
ber, Ace the Cat retired to Sacra-
mento along with another Richert
associate, Dave Butts. Just short of
Medicare (in cat years), Ace was
rounding up rodents up until his
last day in the store.

With Ace’s retirement, Richert
Lumber again turned to Valley Hu-
mane Society and associate Fred
Emerson to find a replacement.
This time around, we decided that
two cats would be ideal and turned
duties over to feline brothers Bert
and Ernie.

Richert Lumber has always been
pet-and kid-friendly, and playful
charmers Bert and Ernie now have
the run of the store, welcoming
everyone, including dogs!

—Matt Richert, store owner

Council gerrymandering
vote

So, what is it with Valerie Arkin,
Pleasanton vice mayor?

Arkin  spouting innuendos,
“There has been a swell of out-
rage spewed by one special interest
group with many members who are

not even Pleasanton residents and a
political agenda to boot.”

Is it the Pleasanton Weekly edi-
torials? Feb. 27: “City’s district elec-
tion map, up for key vote Tuesday,
reeks of gerrymandering”. March
4: “Elections have consequences, as
do election maps”.

Arkin’s beef is the Pleasanton
Chamber? The Weekly is a cham-
ber member?

Are these organizations Arkin’s
“One very special interest group
with many members who are not
even Pleasanton residents, and a
political agenda to boot?”

After all Mayor Brown want-
ed to separate, disengage the city
from the chamber regarding shared
programs.

I suppose that council members
Testa, Arkin and Brown discuss
city business between the Pledge
of Allegiance and council meeting
adjournment? My concern comes
about regarding Councilmember
Testa’s deceitful activity in distrib-
uting misinformation involving a
development proposal downtown

Selecting the Tangerine map was
gerrymandering. There is no other
way to slice it.

—NMichael Austin

Re-elect Gambs to Zone 7

I am pleased to announce that
I am a candidate for re-election to
the Zone 7 Water Board.

The current drought is a stark re-
minder of just how precious water
is. Zone 7 must improve water sup-
ply reliability to Tri-Valley residents
and agricultural customers for fu-
ture generations. Additional stor-
age, such as the Sites Reservoir and
Los Vaqueros expansion projects, is
needed to capture extreme storm
events and offset snowpack storage
lost because of global warming.

lam al civil engineer and former
water supply/flood control man-
ager at Zone 7 for 34 years. I was
elected to the Zone 7 Board of
Directors in 2018. I have a lifelong
interest in water supply, flood con-
trol, and community service.

I am a strong advocate for com-
munity input and decision making
that is readily transparent to the
public. My wife Lisa and I have
lived in Livermore, since 1980,
where we raised our sons and now
enjoy our grandchildren. T would
be honored to continue serving you
on the Zone 7 Board.

For more information, you can
visit my campaign website at www.
dennisgambsforzone7.com.

—Dennis Gambs,
Incumbent candidate for Zone 7 board

Thank you for Holiday Fund

On behalf of Axis Community
Health’s patients, board and staff,
I would like to thank you and
your readers for the extraordinary

$10,000 contribution we received
from the 2021 Holiday Fund
campaign.

The Holiday Fund truly makes a
difference in our ability to provide
care for Tri-Valley families, espe-
cially during the pandemic.

These funds will be used to pur-
chase in home blood pressure mon-
itoring devices for the Axis Health
Connect program for vulnerable
seniors who have hypertension.

The ability to monitor patients’
blood pressures is essential to en-
suring ongoing good health and
for catching changes in condition
in a timely manner. These patients
are at a higher risk for contracting
COVID-19 due to their age and
underlying chronic illness, so in
home monitoring is important for
keeping patients safely at home.

We greatly appreciate that the
Pleasanton Weekly’s journalistic ef-
forts put a spotlight on the chal-
lenges that the health crisis has
brought to the delivery of health
care and the innovative solutions
we have implemented. We also
thank the caring community of
Pleasanton Weekly readers for their
generous response.

We are truly grateful for your
philanthropic work and deeply ap-
preciate Axis being a beneficiary of
the Holiday Fund.

—Sue Compton, CEO

A more representative
Streetwise

I was wondering why [ rarely
see my neighbors represented in
the Weekly’s “Streetwise”. 1 have
neighbors and friends who are
originally from the Philippines,
Korea, Mexico, India, China and
many other places around the
world. I'd like to hear what they
think and how they feel.

Just look at the 2020 census re-
sults; just stand on a street corner
in downtown Pleasanton. Thank
you for having “Streetwise” show
all of us.

—Sharon Murphy

Much appreciation

Thank you for the Pleasanton
Weekly Holiday Fund grant of
$10,000.

Your support makes it possible
for Hope to respond to the grow-
ing and diverse needs in our com-
munity and help families to safely
care at home for their loved one
who is at the end of life. Hope
brings expert nursing care, home
health aide services and support by
medical social workers, chaplains,
volunteers and others to compas-
sionately deliver the help families
needs.

One family recently wrote,
“thank you to each one of you who
supported us, guided us, and pro-
vided love and spiritual support

for our mom and for us. I sim-
ply couldn’t have done it without
you. It is so obvious that you all
love what you do; you provided
care and compassion when we
needed it most, and for that we are
eternally grateful. Mom is resting
easy now. I will never forget your
kindness.”

Thank you for being part of our
mission to bring hope, peace and
care to those when they need it
most.

—Jennifer Hansen, CEO

Thank you Weekly, readers

Thank you to the Pleasanton
Weekly Holiday Fund for your
generous support of Open Heart
Kitchen.

Because of your contribution,
our staff and dedicated volunteers
will be better able to prepare and
distribute nutritious meals to peo-
ple in need in the Tri-Valley area.
Last year we served more than 2
million meals curbside to-go across
the Tri-Valley.

Now more than ever, more of
our neighbors are turning to Open
Heart Kitchen to meet their basic
nutritional needs. We rely on the
community’s financial support and
volunteer efforts to continue our
mission to provide meals to any-
one in need.

We hope you will consider vis-
iting our website and signing up
for our newsletter. We would love
to keep you up to date with our
progress.

Thank you once again for your
contribution. No goods or services
were provided in exchange for this
contribution.

—Denise Bridges, development
director

New skate park in
Pleasanton would be great

It is great to hear about the
movement of promising a new
skate park for Ken Mercer Sports
Park.

As a former resident of Pleasan-
ton, I attended Pleasanton Middle
School and Foothill High School.
Back when we used to refer it as
“FGO”, it brought great memories
but also brought us the idea of im-
proving the conditions of the park
so the legacy of “FGO”. This skate
park has brought many different
kinds groups to experience the
wonderful environment the skate
park provides.

Reaching a milestone like up-
grading the skate park will influ-
ence many more kids and teenagers
to be more outgoing which will
result in a positive impact for the
community and hopefully influ-
ence more parks in Pleasanton that
are need of restoration and create
activism to make that happen.

—Tomas Barrera-Lozano
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By DENNIS MILLER

Foothill boys’ golf

dominates Discovery
Bay tournament

Also: Amador boys’ volleyball stays hot;
ice hockey back after two lost seasons

The Foothill boys golf team
started last week off by winning
a tournament at Discovery Bay
by 19 strokes, thumping second
place California and third place
Miramonte.

Brandon Knight took individ-
ual honors finishing with a 69.
Chanhee Ryu came in second
with a 71 to pace the Falcons to
the win.

Then on March 17, Foothill
avenged an earlier loss to rivals
Amador Valley at Ruby Hill by a
185-188 final. Knight had the low
score for Foothill at 36.

Finally, the Falcons finished the
week with a two-stroke victory
over Dougherty Valley. Knight
was again the low score with a 36.

Boys’ volleyball

The Dons stayed hot in East Bay
Athletic League play with straight
set victories over both Dougherty
Valley and Dublin.

The Dons traveled to Dough-
erty Valley on March 15 and beat
a scrappy Wildcat team. Bryce
Nohava (16 assists, 6 kills, 5
blocks), Luke Melvin (8 service
points, 4 kills, 2 blocks) and Parker
Brookhart (3 aces, kills) paced a
balanced effort by the Dons.

Two days later, the Dons beat
the Gaels. In the final set, the Dons
battled back from down 24-20 with
Tyler Homes securing the excit-
ing comeback with a decisive kill
to end the match. Match leaders

Pleasanton Preps sponsored by

THE ROSE
HOTEL

846-8802
RoseHotel.net

included Nate Clinton (12 kills, 3
blocks, 3 aces) and Colin Bowers
(19 assists, 7 digs, 9 service points)

Boys’ tennis

The Falcons continued their domi-
nance in the EBAL beating De La Salle
(8-1) and San Ramon Valley (9-0).

In the De La Salle match, Foot-
hill swept the singles and notched
doubles wins from Archit Poruri/
Ankur Hangal and Anas Joyo/Cam
Cameron.

Later in the week when San Ramon
Valley visited, the Falcons put the
hammer down with the 9-0 win.

In singles, the Falcons got wins
from from Christopher Lee, Mat-
thew Chen, Jivan Krishna, Poruri,
Hangal and Anmol Jain, and doubles
wins by Ahan Trivedi/Nick Tagalog,
Cameron/Joyo and Komal Pamujula/
Anuj Acharya.

For crosstown Amador, the Dons
keep on rolling through, starting the
week with a 9-0 sweep of Livermore.

In all, the Dons lost two games in
the six singles matches. Wins came
from James Heeter, Nolan Smith,
Aaron Sharma, Vincent Ma, Stephen
Gao and Hrishi Hari.

In doubles, the Dons dropped just
three games in the three matches. The
winning teams were Steven Yang/
Subha Das, Vikram Murali/Arnav Mu-
rarka and Ajay Chandran/Tai Falcone.

The week ended with an 8-1 win
over Monte Vista. Singles winners

were Minsung Kim, Rohan Patil, An-
uraag Aravindan, Sharma and Gao.
In the doubles, the Dons took all
three matches in straight sets. The
winners were Heeter/Roy Kim, Smith/
Murali, and Hari/Aaditya Geddam.

Boys’ lacrosse

The Dons split their games last
week.

The stretch started with a 13-5 loss
to California. Collin Wallace led the
scoring with three points (2 goals,
1 assist). Defensively, Max Quarneri
forced two turnovers and collected a
ground ball.

Amador rebounded with a 16-5
win over College Park. Wallace led
the offense with nine points (4 goals,
5 assists), while Juke Jacobsen and
Mateo Castillo each had 4 goals.

The defense even got into the scor-
ing, with defenseman Tommy Hinek
scoring on a fast-break rush. Fresh-
man Brady Macissac got his first
varsity goal.

The Dons got strong defense
from Alex Kragen (6 ground balls, 3
forced turnovers), Daniel Kniveton (3
ground balls, 2 forced turnovers) and
goalie Jonny Wessel (12 saves).

The Falcons had a busy week too,
with three games, going 1-2.

On March 15, Foothill traveled
to Northgate and lost 11-5. Goals
were scored by Jack May, Wyatt Lam,
Darrin Lau and Darragh Kennedy
(2). The defense was led by Nathan
Kinsey, Caden Garofalo and Anthony
Cardoza.

The next day the Falcons went on
the road again and fell 15-5 to Vin-
tage. Goals came from May, Lam, AJ
Becker, Kennedy and JT Brugaletta.
The defense was led by Josh Taylor,
Garofalo, and Kinsey:

NANCY RITER
Bryce Nohava setting the Dons up for
success.

The week ended with an 11-5 win
over Livermore on the strength of
goals from Jake Morgan, May, Tyler
Walsh (2), Becker (2), Darrin Lau (2)
and Kennedy (3).

Mikey Paulsen was tremendous in
goal with 20 saves. The defense was
led by Bennett Zander, Graham Zan-
der and Cardoza.

Ice hockey

After two seasons lost to COVID,
the Dons ice squad was back in ac-
tion, downing De La Salle 4-2 last
Friday.

Brett Patzer (2) Ryder Lahrs, and
Hunter Selkow scored for the Dons,
while assists came from Will Coultrip
(3), Lahrs (2) and Neil Johnson (2).

Goalie Lena Anderson made 28
saves in a spectacular performance. m

Editor’s note: Dennis Miller is a
contributing sports writer for the
Pleasanton Weekly.

Dublin Distance Fiesta brings together 3,000 athletes

With DJ entertainment, event has become a true party for area runners, fans

By DENNIS MILLER

After spending many years cover-
ing track and field, I saw some great
invitational events that brought to-
gether athletes from all over compet-
ing in a variety of events.

They were annual events that
many looked forward to seeing on a
yearly basis, as people looked forward
to seeing the top athletes on that par-
ticular year.

Over at Dublin High, they have
such an event. The 14th annual Dub-
lin Distance Fiesta took place last
Friday and Saturday, bringing to-
gether 150 schools and almost 3,000
athletes for the two-day event.

With some athletes entering mul-
tiple events, there was 4,300 entries
overall.

The “Fiesta” part of the event title
fits as it has become a party for the
distance running universe. The event
features a DJ spinning tunes through-
out the days.

Dublin has established itself as one
of the top distance running programs
in the state, so it is fitting the Gaels
play host to the event.

The Fiesta is the brainchild of Dub-
lin coach Chris Williams, who started

the event in 2008 when he was the
coach at Skyline High in Oakland.

The next year he came over to
Dublin and brought the meet with
him. They started with 39 teams that
first year and that has grown almost
four times the amount.

“We put on a good meet,” Williams
said. “A good retention for an event
is usually around 50%. Ours is 92%
— they keep coming back and bring
others with them.”

So how crazy of an event is the
Saturday sessions? The day starts at
8 am. and finishes around 10 p.m.
There are 146 heats run during the
day, with about 15 seconds between
the end of one race and the start of
the next.

“The meet is exciting — there is al-
ways a race going off,” Williams said.

Williams turns to his staff of 15,
60 parent volunteers, and his athletes
that are not distance runners, which
numbers around 150.

The talent at the meet is off the
charts. All the heats are seeded by
times, with the top seeds always de-
termining the fastest time of the day
— or the winner.

The success of the Gaels as a

distance program is a big draw.

“The fact that our team has been
noticed is big help,” Williams said.
“Teams look and say, ‘Its Dublin; lets
go there.”

Every year there are great times
turned in and the sheer size of the
event makes it attractive. “Our meet is
the biggest in the country,” said Wil-
liams. “And we have more (personal
best marks) than any other meet in
the country.”

As you can imagine, with a tal-
ent level the Fiesta boasts, success
often follows at the CIF State Track
and Field Championships later in the
season.

In fact, there was an incredible
three-year run with winners of the
3,200 at the Fiesta that also won the
gold at the state meet.

In 2016, Cooper Teare of St. Jo-
seph’s in Alameda turned in the dou-
ble. The next year it was Callum Bol-
ger of San Luis Obispo who took both
races, with Fiesta runners Luis Gri-
jalva of Armijo High finishing second,
and Teare finishing third. Grijalva was
the 2016 CIF State cross champion.
In 2018, Liam Anderson of Redwood
High won in Dublin, then took the

gold in the 1,600 at state.

This year the race of the day may
have been the girls’ 3,200 where the
first two runners Hanne Thomsen
(Montgomery) and Sophia Norden-
holz (Albany), both shattered the
existing meet record.

One East Bay Athletic League run-
ner took a title Saturday. Cate Peters
of Monte Vista crossed the line first
with a 2:11.45 for the win.

What seems to bring the Fiesta all
together is the music.

“Once the gun goes off in a race, it’s
dead air,” Williams said. “(The music)
really gives a good vibe, not just for
the athletes, but for the parents and
spectators. Track is a sport that is
not always user friendly because of
the down time. This keeps the fans
entertained.”

The idea for the music started with
the initial meet as Williams was a
former DJ and had all the equipment.
That initial meet also provided one of
the more entertaining races.

“That first year we had the top
three teams in the Distance Med-
ley,” Williams said. “It was (Skyline),
Petaluma, and Monte Vista. A run-
ner from Redwood requested ‘Like a

DUSD

Cate Peters of Monte Vista won the
girls’ 800 race at the 14th annual
Dublin Distance Fiesta.

Virgin’ by Madonna. The race starts,
then music starts cranking Madonna
— it was hilarious.”

Like the meet, the music has grown
as well. Williams now uses a DJ ser-
vice for the meet.

There is one thing for sure — the
Dublin Distance Fiesta will always be
a party. B
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Entertainment

AsBURY PLAYERS COMMUNITY
THEATER The Asbury Players
present, “Done to Death”, by
Fred Carmichael, a murder-
mystery comedy. 7 p.m., March
25-27. Ashbury United Methodist
Church, 4743 East Ave.,
Livermore.

LAs PosITAs COLLEGE SPRING
MusicAL Las Positas College
Theater Arts Department presents
“High Fidelity: The Musical”,
based on the popular 1995 Nick
Hornby novel. March 24-26.

For more information visit
laspositascollege.edu.

RoOY ORBISON RETURNS WITH
WILEY RAY & THE Bic O BAnD
This tribute captures the man, the
memories and the music of a true
legend. 8 p.m., March 25. Tickets
$67-$77. Visit livermorearts.org.

EAST BAY JAzzZ PERFORMS AT THE
BOTHWELL The East Bay Jazz High
School All-Stars is an after-school
program for high-caliber musical
performance and education

for high school jazz musicians.
Tickets $10-$24. 7 p.m., March
27. 2466 8th St., Livermore.

WORDS! MAHLER SYMPHONY

4 Pacific Chamber Orchestra
presents this symphony with
Marnie Breckenridge, soprano
and narrator. 3 p.m., March 27.

Tickets $65. Visit livermorearts.org.
Bankhead Theater.

VELOCITY IRISH DANCE AT THE
BANKHEAD Representing the next
generation in Irish tap, Velocity Irish
Dance honors past traditions but
blasts them feet first into the 21st

century. 7:30 p.m., March 30. Tickets

$20-$98. Visit livermorearts.org.

SWIRL FOR A CausE Local musicians
band together at Swirl on the Square
in Livermore to raise money for
Doctors Without Borders to help the
Ukrainian refugees. Swirl will donate
all profits to the cause. 5-9 p.m.,
March 31. 21 S. Livermore Ave.

Hot Peas ‘N ButTer Children have
a hard time resisting the engaging
mix of Latin jazz, Afro-Caribbean
rhythms, folk and rock music served
up by Hot Peas N Butter. 3 p.m.,
April 3. Tickets $10-$20. Bankhead
Theater. Visit livermorearts.org.

Tom RIGNEY AND FLAMBEAU Tom
Rigney and Flambeau specialize

in blazing Cajun two-steps, low-
down blues and funky New Orleans
grooves. 2 p.m., April 3. Tickets $15-
$25. Visit firehousearts.org.

Shows &
Exhibits
GOODGUYS ALL AMERICAN GET-

TOGETHER The longest running event
on the Goodguys schedule returns

for the 38th All American Get-
Together. Check out a jaw-dropping

display of over 3,000 American show

cars and trucks of all years, makes
and models. March 26-27. Visit
alamedacountyfair.com.

ART & LITERATURE TOGETHER
Livermore Arts presents a
collaboration with Cynthia Patton,
Livermore poet laureate, to bring a
pairing of art and literature to the
Bankhead Theater. Free and open to
the public. Thursdays-Sundays, 1-5
p-m., now through March 27.

PLEASANTON ART LEAGUE/MUSEUM
ON MAIN EXHIBIT “Imagination
Expressed 20227, features paintings,
drawings, photography, ceramics,
jewelry and other works by members
of the Pleasanton Art League.

Now through March 26. Visit
museumonmain.org.

AL BReeD CAT SHOW Fancy felines
from around the country will be

on display and competing for Best
Cat at the 41st annual Cat Fanciers
Association cat show at the Alameda
County Fairgrounds. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.,

April 2 and 3. Visit alamedacountyfair.

com.

GOLDEN GATE ARABIAN HORSE

AssOCIATION SHOW The Golden Gate

Arabian Horse Association presents
their annual horse show at the

Pleasanton Equestrian Center. 8 a.m.-

5 p.m., April 2 and 3. Admission is
free. Visit goldengateaha.com.

995 Fictitious Name

Statement

Hereld & Ayres Architects

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 586561

The following person(s) doing business as:
Hereld & Ayres Architects, 1039 Serpentine
Lane, Suite D, Pleasanton, CA 94566, County
of Alameda, is hereby registered by the
following owner(s): David Ayres, 3248 Cheryl
Circle, Pleasanton, CA 94588; Kerry Ayres,

business is conducted by David Ayres, Kerry
Ayres, a married couple. Registrant began
transacting business under the fictitious
business name listed herein January 1, 2022.

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on February 17, 2022.

3248 Cheryl Circle, Pleasanton, CA 94588. This

Signature of Registrant: Kerry Ayres, Manager.

(Pleasanton Weekly, March 4, 11, 18, 25, 2022.

Crown Trophy

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 586631

The following person doing business as:

CA 94566, County of Alameda, is hereby

5424-3 Sunol Blvd., Pleasanton, CA 94566,
CALIFORNIA. This business is conducted by
JCJCJ, Inc,, a Corporation. Registrant began
transacting business under the fictitious

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on February 23, 2022.

Crown Trophy, 5424-3 Sunol Blvd,, Pleasanton,

registered by the following owner: JCJCJ, Inc,,

business name listed herein October 10, 2001.
Signature of Registrant: Jerry Rosenblatt, CEO.

(Pleasanton Weekly, March 4, 11, 18, 25, 2022.)

Beach House Waxing LLC

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 587139

The following person doing business as:
Beach House Waxing LLC, 4713 First Street,
Suite 215, Pleasanton, CA 94566, County
of Alameda, is hereby registered by the
following owner: Beach House Waxing LLC,
4428 Hacienda Drive, Apt. 104, Pleasanton,
CA 94588, CALIFORNIA. This business is
conducted by Beach House Waxing LLC,
a Limited Liability Company. Registrant
began transacting business under the

Public Notices

fictitious business name listed herein April
16, 2018. Signature of Registrant: Victoria
Gleese, Manager. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Alameda on March
9, 2022. (Pleasanton Weekly, March 18, 25,
April 1, 8,2022.)

997 All Other Legals

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE
OF: JANE CAROLE DAL PORTO also known as
JANE DAL PORTO

Case No.: RP22121100. To all heirs,
beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors,
and persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or both, of
JANE CAROLE DAL PORTO also known as
JANE DAL PORTO. A Petition for Probate has
been filed by: MARK WILLIAM DAL PORTO

in the Superior Court of California, County

of ALAMEDA. The Petition for Probate
requests that: MARK WILLIAM DAL PORTO
be appointed as personal representative

to administer the estate of the decedent.
The petition requests the decedent’s will

and codicils, if any, be admitted to probate.
The will and any codicils are available for
examination in the file kept by the court. The
petition requests authority to administer the
estate under the Independent Administration
of Estates Act. (This authority will allow

the personal representative to take many
actions without obtaining court approval.
Before taking certain very important actions,
however, the personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested persons
unless they have waived notice or consented
to the proposed action.) The independent
administration authority will be granted
unless an interested person files an objection
to the petition and shows good cause why
the court should not grant the authority.

A HEARING on the petition will be held on
APRIL 13, 2022, at 9:45 a.m. in Dept.: 202
of the Superior Court of California, County
of Alameda, located at 2120 Martin Luther
King, Jr. Way, Berkeley, CA 94704. If you
object to the granting of the petition, you
should appear at the hearing and state
your objections or file written objections
with the court before the hearing. Your
appearance may be in person or by your

attorney. If you are a creditor or a contingent
creditor of the decedent, you must file your
claim with the court and mail a copy to

the personal representative appointed by
the court within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal representative,
as defined in section 58 (b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of
mailing or personal delivery to you of a notice
under section 9052 of the California Probate
Code. Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as a creditor.
You may want to consult with an attorney
knowledgeable in California law. You may
examine the file kept by the court. If you are
a person interested in the estate, you may file
with the court a Request for Special Notice
(form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or
account as provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice form is
available from the court clerk. Attorney for
Petitioner: Patrick Etchebehere, 293112,
Etchebehere Law Group,7250 Redwood
Blvd,, Ste. 380, Novato, CA 94945, (650)
288-0122. (Pleasanton Weekly, March 18,
25, April 1, 2022.)

The Pleasanton Weekly is
adjudicated to publish in
Alameda County.

« Public Hearing Notices
Resolutions

« Bid Notices

« Notices of Petition to
Administer Estate

o Lien Sale

o Trustee’s Sale
Deadline is Monday
at noon.

Call Gina Channell at
925-600-0840 for assistance with
your legal advertising needs.

PET OF THE WEEK
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EAST BAY SPCA

Rex is ready

Good looks, smarts and energy
for days? Yup, you could say I've
got it all. If you’re looking for an
adventure pal, say no more — I’'m
ready to go! Let’s explore the
trails, go for a run and play with
some toys. My manners could use
a little refinement, but what other
teenager can’t say the same? I’'m
smart as a whip and love to learn,
so I’m hoping to find an adopter
that’s willing to spend some

time keeping my brain as active
as my body. To learn more, visit
eastbayspca.org.

VISIONS OF SPRING EXHIBIT Presented
by the National League of American
Pen Women-Diablo/Alameda
Branch, the opening reception
includes musical presentations,
poetry readings and refreshments.
1-3:30 p.m., April 2. This free exhibit
runs through May 31. Bankhead
Theater.

Qutdoor
Recreation

LioNs oF LIVERMORE Ranger Doug
will discuss the largest predator in
Livermore, the Mountain Lion. Learn
how we share the same habitat

with this amazing hunter. 2 p.m.,
March 27. Call 925-960-2400 or
email natureprograms@larpd.org.
Sycamore Grove Park.

EAsT BAY REGIONAL PARK DISTRICT
TRAILS CHALLENGE Participate in
this free, self-guided hiking and
bicycling program to explore the
East Bay regional parks and to keep
fit outdoors. The 2022 Guidebook

includes 20 detailed trail descriptions

available for all levels of fitness. Visit
ebparks.org/trails-challenge.

HiKe FOR HOPE REGISTRATION IS
OPEN This annual memorial hike
raises funds to generate support

for Hope Hospice. Register early to
receive a t-shirt at TheHikeForHope.
com or call 925-829-8770. May 14.

Health &
Wellness

COVID VAcaINE CLINIC Livermore
Springtown Library, Pfizer (12+),
Moderna (Boosters) (18+), Pediatric
Pfizer (5-11). 3-7 p.m., March 29.
998 Bluebell Drive in Livermore.

Veterans

MIUTARY VETERANS VA MOBILE
MEDICAL TEAM Meet the VA Palo
Alto Mobile Medical Team to review
health care benefits, register to VA
services and receive care or a referral
from medical staff. 10 a.m.-1 p.m.,
March 28. Pleasanton Library, 400
Old Bernal Ave.

Employment

Senior Mobile QA
Automation Engineer

Safeway Inc. is hiring a Senior
Mobile QA Automation
Engineer in Pleasanton, CA.
Must have legal right to
work in U.S. Subj. to bckgrnd
check. E.O.E. Email resume to
TA.Perm.Project@albertsons.
com. Attn: M. Ferreira.

Software Engineer -
Robotics

Omron Robotics & Safety
Technologies, Inc. has
openings for Software
Engineer — Robotics in
Pleasanton, CA. Design &
develop integrated robotics
solutions for solving real-world
manufacturing & logistics
problems. Email resume to
Sally Nguyen at sally.nguyen@
omron.com. Refer to job #19.

Director of
Bioinformatics
Software Engineering

Director of Bioinformatics
Software Engineering

for Roche Sequencing
Solutions, Inc.,
Pleasanton, CA. Might
manage up to 8 S/ware
Engrs & S/ware Engr
Mgrs. Telecommuting
permitted 20% of the
time. Req: Master’s in
Comp Sci, S/ware Engr,
or rltd +10 yrs exp.
Apply: http://applyroche.
com/202202-106796
(Job ID: 202202-106796)

To place an ad
or get a quote,
call 650.223.6597
or email digitalads@
paweekly.com.
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Real Estate

OPEN HOME GUIDE AND REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

HOME SALES SALES AT A GLANCE

This week’s data represents homes sold during
Jan. 24-28 for Pleasanton, Livermore and Dublin
and Feb. 14-18 for San Ramon.

Pleasanton

4225 Garibaldi Place D. Kirai to M. & D.
Kumar for $1,500,000

4004 Ghiotti Court Bariteau Family Trust to S.
Solanki for $860,000

44 Golf Road Lipman Family Trust to X. & M.
Hsu for $2,700,000

Livermore

1579 5th Street Colzani Family Trust to L. & P.
Clary for $1,005,000

1233 Amalfi Common K. Suileabhain to P. &
R. Wright for $1,300,000

2976 Basil Common Yip Living Trust to Mary &
Aims Living Trust for $1,300,000

1598 Bluebell Drive K. & W. Wheeler to G.
Toschi for $962,000

1064 Bluebell Drive Strahl Living Trust to Bray
Trust for $1,175,000

855 Dakota Court G. Wessel to V. & D.
Devassy for $830,000

980 Dickens Court K. & C. Olson to M. & K.
Alidoost for $1,750,000

6360 Forget Me Not #112 D. & W. Cullen to
A. & A. Rithe for $780,000

221 Garnet Drive Eustace Living Trust to M. &
R. Boppidi for $1,325,000

690 Grace Street Meyer Trust to N. & W. Pak
for $1,236,500

6419 Half Dome Court Messner Family Trust
to E. & M. Diehl for $1,225,000

883 Keystone Way D. & C. Holmes to
Redfinnow Borrower LLC for $1,090,000

772 Lido Drive Gnanak LLC to B. & T. Wills for
$1,460,000

526 North M Street |. Llamado to V. & M.
Aranda for $692,000

1798 Mallard Court Whiting Family Trust to J.
& M. Hernandez for $1,530,000

3971 Portola Common #1 L. Om to N. & H.
Gutierrez for $950,000

221 Scott Street Rumberger Family Trust to C.
& F. Shenave for $765,000

3873 Stanford Way T. & K. Singh to G. &S.
Sriram for $1,050,000

1025 Vienna Street 1994 Sang-Wook & Hilde
Trust to D. & A. Gardner for $1,303,000

Dublin

3717 Branding Iron Place L. Eldeeb to A. & H.
Bedi for $1,000,000

4257 Fitzwilliam Street Kay 2021 Family Trust
to K. Kim for $841,000

4153 Healdsburg Way V. Posa to C. & V.
Mereddy for $1,615,000

3240 Maguire Way #311 Alves Living Trust to
K. & P. Veera for $740,000

6622 South Mariposa Lane Aluru Family Trust
to M. & S. Mahmood for $1,053,000

4321 Markleeville Road E. & M. Ventura to N.
& A. Voruganti for $1,550,000

5810 Midnight Place #E Calatlantic Group Inc
to R. & R. Maamidi for $1,128,500

4811 Perugia Street Bodley Family Trust to
Arora Living Trust for $1,136,000

JUST LISTED

San Ramon

9088 Craydon Circle Barbara Irwin Trust to G.
& R. Hung for $425,000

264 Eastridge Drive T. Barrett to |. Gendelman
for $515,000

169 Elisha Lane O. & M. Afridi to S. & A.
Kumar for $2,650,000

2908 Fountainhead Drive Golden Choice
Homes LLC to T. & N. Shafiq for $884,000

66 Hazelnut Court D. & C. Dodge to M. & K.
Aurora for $1,800,000

556 La Copita Court Francine Trust to K. &]J.
Chan for $682,500

2619 Marsh Drive A. Robinson to N. & V.
Kannan for $1,170,000

637 Santander Drive Thomas Living Trust to
D. & A. Nagaich for $1,973,500

501 Summer Valley Court Q. Zhao to K. &S.
Balamugundan for $2,200,000

9122 Tangerine Street Park Family Trust to
Syriani Living Trust for $1,165,000

210 Triana Way K. & M. Higginsto S. & E.
Zhang for $1,768,000

Source: California REsource

Pleasanton (Jan. 24-28)
Total sales reported: 3

Lowest sale reported: $860,000
Highest sale reported: $2,700,000
Average sales reported: $1,500,000

Livermore (Jan. 24-28)
Total sales reported: 19

Lowest sale reported: $692,000
Highest sale reported: $1,750,000
Average sales reported: $1,175,000

Dublin (an. 24-28)

Total sales reported: 8

Lowest sale reported: $740,000
Highest sale reported: $1,615,000
Average sales reported: $1,090,000

San Ramon (Feb. 14-18)
Total sales reported: 11

Lowest sale reported: $425,000
Highest sale reported: $2,650,000
Average sales reported: $1,170,000

Source: California REsource

Spring Real Estate Preview

Don’t miss the expanded real estate section
featuring news and articles of interest about the
local real estate market.

Reserve your space today! Call 925-600-0840.

Real Estate Agents:

BY KATIE MOE

KATIE MOE

Sunday 1-4pm

3068 Boardwalk Street

Looking for a 4 bedroom, 3 bath home as well as
a detached home office??? Then look no further.
This 2,260 sq ft home is move-in ready with an
oversized lot and in a private location! Close to
all that Pleasanton has to offer as well as top-
rated schools and fantastic parks!

Looking to buy or sell??
We've got you covered.
Connect with us today.

Founding Partner | Realtor
925.216.9083 | DRE #01507863
katie@arriveregroup.com

ARRIVE

REAL ESTATE GROUP
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Bloise Lofland Kelly Mckaig Desiree Fonucchi Ashley Kenitzer
THE

BLAISE LOFLAND

ESTATE GRO

925.846.6500 blaiselofland.com  blaise@blaiselofiand.com | 1x ~ 1 14

CONNECTING PEOPLE & PROPERTY on 3 - INTERWATIONMAL

WE LIST, WE SELL, WE CLOSE!

RUBY HILL MONTAGE

1849 SPUMANTE PLACE, 118 SELBY LANE #6,
PLEASANTON LIVERMORE
5BEDS | 4.5 BATHS 3 BEDS | 3.5 BATHS
5,623 SQ. FT. OF LIVING SPACE 1,548 SQ. FT. OF LIVING SPACE
OFFERED AT $4,195,000 OFFERED AT $889,000

BIRDLAND STONERIDGE PLEASANTON VALLEY

iy S——

2550 SANDERLING DRIVE, 4905 HILLCREST WAY, 1546 RIDGEWOOD ROAD,
PLEASANTON PLEASANTON PLEASANTON
3 BEDS | 2.5 BATHS 4 BEDS | 3 BATHS 4 BEDS | 2 BATHS
1,920 SQ. FT. OF LIVING SPACE 2,759 SQ. FT. OF LIVING SPACE 1,790 SQ. FT. OF LIVING SPACE
SOLD FOR $2,100,000 SOLD FOR $2,450,000 SOLD FOR $1,460,000
REPRESENTED BUYERS REPRESENTED BUYERS REPRESENTED BUYERS

This is not intended as a solicitation if your property is currently listed with another broker. The above information, is based on data received from public sources or third parties and has not be independently verified by the broker, Keller Williams Tri-Valley
Realty. If important to readers, readers are advised to verify information to their own satisfaction.
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WOMEN MAKING HISTORY

Alexis Venema Has The Highest Sale... Now Highest
Listed Property In Keller Williams Tri-Valley History!

925.963. 44{2“dl

51 Vallecitos Road, Livermore | $8,000,000

Serene and stunning 20+ Acre Livermore Valley vineyard and farm, Chateau Bellevue is one of the oldest still standmg and operating
wineries in the United States. Million-dollar views overlooking rolling hills, vineyards and private estates. The interior of the main
residence is completely remodeled and includes an unfinished Basement and detached Garage. Alexis is a connector born and raised in
Pleasanton who knows the ins and outs of the Tri-Valley personally and professionally. Belonging to the Pleasanton Young
Professionals, Rotary North, and Chamber of Commerce, Alexis continues to receive referrals from friends, family, and community
leaders. Alexis always provides her clients with experience and excellence.

Yo Porda, Oowr Plork...

"Our family has lived in Pleasanton for over 20 years and decided to sell our
beautiful home. Even though | am a real estate broker myself and in the
homebuilding business, | knew | needed a professional team of real estate agents to
handle the sales process. Our family has known Liz and Lexi Venema personally for
many years and | have always respected Liz as a top agent in the Pleasanton
market. It has been exciting to watch Lexi advance in this profession and team up
with her mom. The two of them were a great team supporting all aspects of the
sales process including, pricing, staging, marketing and photography and ultimately
finding us the perfect buyer. The process was almost flawless. | recommend the
Venema team to anyone considering selling their home."

-Layne Marceau, Blessing Drive Seller

N = E}:
9472 Blessing Drive, Pleasanton
Sold at $4,850,000 HIGHEST Price Per Square Foot Of Any Luxury Home In Pleasanton!

/ KELLERWILLIAMS
k\hf . (4 /&MM 4" 7. 4" 74 V"
HELLEH:TB'I" VALLEY VENEM HOMES TEAM :mewminu

VenemaHomes.com | L1z@VenemaHomes.com | 925.413.6544 | 660 Main Street, Pleasanton | DRE# 01922957
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Californias No.l
[ndependent
brokerage

firm is now

'

CHRISTIE'S -

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
SERENO

We’re proud to announce that Sereno has
joined Christie’s International Real Estate,
the world’s premier luxury real estate brand.

While our name has changed, and our marketing reach has expanded exponentially,
we still embrace the guiding principles that have made us the No. 1 independent
real estate firm in Northern California: local, hands-on ownership; unmatched market
knowledge; a culture of service; and most of all our commitment to our clients and
communities. Join our stride at sereno.com

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
SERENO
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US FINE LIVING

B s 4

3969 Twain Harte Road, Dublin

3 Bed 3.5Bath 2,002 sq. ft.
$1,228,888

Sold - $301K Over

Z= fasy

562 Trebbiano Place, Ruby Hill

4 Bed 3 Bath 2,680 sq. ft.
Sold at $2,600,000

Uwe Maercz

Broker Associate
925.360.8758
uwe.maercz@compass.com

DRE 01390383

A Team That Speaks
Your Language

Our Mission is to guide you throughout the
home buying and selling process to ensure
that your experience is as seamless and
stress-free as possible.

We are committed to providing the
highest level of quality service to all of our
clients!

usfineliving.com
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30 Adair Way, Hayward 401 Harrison Street, 36B, San Francisco
4 Bed 4.5Bath 4117 sq. ft. 2 Bed 2 Bath 1,311sq. ft.
Sold at $2,758,000 With 9 Offers Sold at $2,050,000

Sold - $86K Over

2785 Kelly Street, Livermore
3 Bed 2 Bath 1138 sq. ft. 3 Bed 2 Bath 1148 sq. ft.
Sold at $985,000 $899,000 Pending With 8 Offers

Sonali Sethna
Broker Associate
925.525.2569

sonali.sethna@compass.com C @ M PA S S
DRE 01194792

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has
not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate.
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TIM
MCGUIRE
TEAM

Beyond Full Service
A Concierge Approach to Real Estate

If you're thinking about selling your home, now is the time. Call us today to learn how our proven strategies can get you the

highest possible price for your home.

OPEN SAT/SUN, 1-4PM

4186 Hall Court, Pleasanton

3bd/2ba | 3,226+/- sq.ft | 9.178+/- sq.ft lot
LISTED AT $1,849,000

:

COMING
SOON
1530 Rose Lane, Pleasanton
5bd/2.5ba | 3,800+/- sq.ft | 12,077+/- sq.ftlot
CALL FOR DETAILS

COMING
SOON

4630 Laramie Gate Court, Pleasanton
4bd/3ba | 2,020+/- sq.ft | 7,560+/- sq.ft lot
CALL FOR DETAILS

1.2.0.9.8.¢

LISTING

OPEN SAT/SUN, 1-4PM

4726 McHenry Gate Way, Pleasanton
4bd/3ba | 2,050+/- sq.ft | 9,575+/- sq.ft lot
LISTED AT $1,799,000

COMING
SOON
4563 Gatreee Circle, Pleasanton
5bd/3.5ba | 2,688+/- sq.ft | 6,772+/- sq.ftlot
CALL FOR DETAILS

COMING
SOON
2231 Tanager D
4bd/2ba | 1,690+/- sq.ft | 9,871+/-sq.ft lot
CALL FOR DETAILS

OPEN SAT/SUN, 1-4PM

814 Saddleback Circle, Livermore

4bd/2.5ba | 1,683+/- sq.ft | 6,408+/- sq.ft lot
Listed at $1,448,888

COMING
SOON

4514 Gatetree Circle, Pleasanton
4bd/2ba | 2,172+/- sq.ft | 7,350+/- sq.ft lot
CALL FOR DETAILS

COMING
SOON

1536 Maple Leaf Drive, Pleasanton

4bd + bonus room/3ba | 2,788+/- sq.ft
6,656+/-sq.ft lot

CALL FOR DETAILS

We recently sold our home in Pleasanton Valley with the help of Tim McGuire and his team. | cannot overstate how professional and
effective they were. Everything was executed exactly as planned, and they provided support and services that went well beyond what we
could have reasonably expected. | can’t imagine a better experience with anyone else, we were able to get top value for our home, and

the transaction was completed in a timely and frictionless manner. Tim's knowledge of the local market is unparalleled, and his pricing and
negotiating strategies resulted in multiple offers that were viable and compelling. The partnership we were able to develop with Tim and his
team resulted in a wonderful outcome for all concerned, and we are very grateful to have had Tim as our guide and facilitator to navigate

our way through the process.

Tim McGuire
Broker

Lori Olson
Realtor®

Eva Tia
Realtor®

Mark James
Realtor®

DRE 01349446 DRE 00697341 DRE 02072764 DRE 02004247 DRE 01983236 DRE 01953773 Client Services

Aiden Kim

Upasna Gupta Karen

Realtor® Realtor® Carmichael

— Klaus & Kathy Hofmann, Pleasanton

View our website
Scan with your smartphone camera

www.timmcguireteam.com
925.462.SOLD (7653)

f /timmcguireteam ¢ tmcguirel @ @owntrivalley in /in/owntrivalley

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing
Opportunity laws. License Numbxer 01079009. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price,
condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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