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Experience the Difference
at The Pa I‘kVieW Proud member of the ESKATQN. family

Experience The Parkview, a beautiful senior living community located near
Centennial Park and the Pleasanton Senior Center. With a wide range of services
and amenities available, our dedicated staff will help you create a lifestyle tailored
to your needs and preferences.

« 24-hour staffing with licensed nurse oversight
- State-of-the-art fitness center and engaging

1 0 OO/ exercise classes
o Complimentary, scheduled shuttle bus trips for

Resident errands, events and appointments
. 2 « Excursions to restaurants, theaters, museums,
Satlssggfetlon parks and sporting events

« Pet-friendly with landscaped walking trails
- Private rooms available in memory care

Experience our community and meet our care staff today!
925-398-3933 » theparkview.org V
The Parkview "\

Assisted Living and Memory Care T P
100 Valley Avenue, Pleasanton, CA 94566 H E A RKVI E W

License #015601283 ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE IN PLEASANTON

Equal Housing Opportunity
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VALLEY VIEWS

By DOLORES FOx CIARDELLI

This artist has heart

s Pleasanton residents pull
out their holiday decora-
tions, many have an orna-

ment that is a little replica of the
Pleasanton Arch, created by local
artist Gary Winter. He also makes
them as magnets.

“I've sold thousands of them,” he
said.

All his life, Garys invented dif-
ferent art forms, including a spi-
ral football, tubular furniture and
jewelry. His nail art led him to
meet President Reagan at his ranch
in Southern California after he
pounded out a Presidential Seal
with more than 6,000 nails.

WEEKLY FILE PHOTO

Artist Gary Winter created a miniature
Pleasanton Weekly van as a gift.

In 1995, Gary had the idea to
create little versions of Pleasanton’s
charming old buildings and started
on Main Street with Kolln Hard-
ware and its distinctive cupola.
He soon added other downtown
landmarks including Dean’s Cafe,
Pleasanton Hotel, the old church
on Neal Street, the gas station,
Meadowlark Dairy and Museum
on Main. Now he’ replicated more
than 120 structures.

Gary also does people’s homes.
Clients send him a photo and he
makes a detailed 16- by 20-inch
rendering using shadowing for a
three-dimensional look. This he
reduces and laminates onto wood.

1 wrote a cover story about his
endeavors called “The Man Behind
the Miniatures” for the Pleasan-
ton Weekly issue of Dec. 1, 2000.
Pleased with the story, he came into
the office one day with two min-
iature newspaper vans, 1-1/2 by
3-1/2 inches, and T still have mine
on a bookshelf.

Gary, who will turn 75 on Dec.
27, was raised on his familys Sky
Ranch in Castro Valley, then made
Pleasanton his home. A few years
ago, he relocated to Boulder City,
Nevada, to live near his daugh-
ter Caterina, son-in-law Marc and
granddaughter Elle, now 3-1/2
years old.

“This is the complete opposite of

where T've lived all my life,” Gary
said the other day by phone. “T've
lived amongst golden rolling hills
and oak groves. Down here in the
desert, I look out and its nothing
but red rock, massive ridges and
mountains.”

“I'm about 20 miles from Las
Vegas, right at Hoover Dam. Boul-
der City is the city built for the
people that built Hoover Dam,” he
added.

He lives downtown and just a
mile from his daughter’s family. The
living room is his studio where he
and Elle while away many hours
creatively as only an artist and a
toddler can do.

“It’s not your typical living room,”
Gary said with a laugh. “It’s my gal-
lery, filled with 50 years of things
grandpa has made, all the way up
to his motorcycle, full-sized.”

He created the wooden motorcy-
cle as well as life-sized stick figures
using two-by-fours when he had
a workshop in the back of Richert
Lumber on Sunol Boulevard.

Now while he sits at his drawing
table, Elle works at a nearby little
wooden table and will proudly
hold up a creation and say, “Look,
Grandpa.” When he responds,
“Wow, that’s cool,” her face lights
up even more, he said.

When he first learned his daugh-
ter was pregnant he rejected the
term “grandpa,” he recalled, but
has since changed his tune.

“My granddaughter can call me
anything she wants,” he said.

Gary is currently working on
two miniature houses that people
commissioned for Christmas gifts.
He also creates miniatures for those
who receive Pleasanton’s Historic
Preservation Awards each year. And
he is working with Museum on
Main board president Linda Gar-
barino for the museum gift shop
to carry his miniatures. For now,
Gourmet Works sells the Arch
magnets and ornaments, which are
also available at garyawinter.com.

In 2016-17 Gary began adding a
heart to each Arch to remind peo-
ple to think and act from the heart
and to be positive. He created little
gold heart pins and never leaves
home without one.

Gary will be in town at Christ-
mastime and is looking forward to
hanging out on Main Street. If you
don’t know him, keep an eye out
for a guy with a gray ponytail and
wearing a tiny heart pin. Be sure to
say hello. m

JUST LISTED IN OAK VALLEY ESTATES!

21150 CANYON OAK WAY
5 Bedrooms | 4.5 Baths | 3,634 Sq Ft | 21,018 Sq Ft Lot
Offered at $4,595,000

COMING SOON IN LIVERMORE

4 Bedrooms | 2 Baths | 1,400 Sq Ft
Our team is completing this renovation so the sellers
can attain top dollar! Priced in the high $900,000’s

RECORD BREAKING SALE ~ $600,000 OVER ASKING!

1880 VIA DI SALERNO, PLEASANTON
6 Bedrooms | 4.5 Baths | 5,326 Sq Ft | 39,390 Sq Ft Lot
Sold for $4,400,000

SOLD IN A FLASH OVER ASKING!

925 463. 0436

Sue @SoldInAFlash.com
SoldInAFlash.com

SOLD IN A FLASH ~ $302,000 OVER ASKING!

3648 TERRAZZO COURT, PLEASANTON
4 Bedrooms | 3.5 Baths | 3,182 Sq Ft | 13,043 Sq Ft Lot

Sold for $3,000,000

ANOTHER PENDING SALE OVER ASKING!

4326 DENKER DRIVE PLEASANTON
4 Bedrooms | 2 Baths | 1,831 Sq Ft | 6,500 Sq Ft Lot

Offered at $1,450,000

RECORD BREAKING SALE ~ $225,000 OVER ASKING!

6202 ALVORD WAY, PLEASANTON
3 Bedrooms | 2 Baths | 1,346 Sq Ft | 6,505 Sq Ft Lot

Sold for $1,325,000

DOWNSIZING ISN'T EASY... UNTIL YOU SEE THIS HOME!

1848 VIA BUENA VISTA, SAN LORENZO
3 Bedrooms | 2 Baths | 1,431 Sq Ft | 5120 Sq Ft Lot
Sold for $905,000

4 Bedrooms | 2 Baths | 1, 607 Sq Ft
Beautifully remodeled one-story home in Pleasanton.
Our team is completing this renovation so the sellers

can attain top dollar!

YOUR HOME DESERVES AN EXPERT

We can help you sell your home for the best price possible. Contact us to review our comprehensive
home - selling services and complete marketing plan.

About the Cover

Even the Grinch got into the spirit during the 2021 Pleasanton Hometown
Holiday Parade and Tree Lighting, held last Saturday night on Main Street.
Photo by Chuck Deckert. Cover design by Doug Young.
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treetwise

ASKED AROUND TOWN

Do you have a weekly ritual that you really look forward to?

Dean Haworth
Theoretical computational physicist

| really enjoy meeting my work colleagues and their
spouses every Thursday evening for drinks and dinner,
and sometimes pool and karaoke. They are all pretty
good singers for a bunch of nuclear physicists.

Lori Dillon
Ultrasound technologist

I love and look forward to my Fridays because it is
my day off from work, when I’'m home alone all day,
doing and taking care of whatever | want. And | don’t
cook dinner.

Sydney Dillon
High school student

| always look forward to Friday nights, when | drive
around town with my friends and attend whatever
sporting events are going on. My absolute favorite
Friday night ritual is catching a sporting event where
Foothill plays and beats Amador.

Tim Musgraves
Banker

I look forward to Saturday morning golf at Castlewood.
The shotgun start is a great way for members to meet new
people and enjoy a beautiful day outdoors.

Linda Hammervold and Timothy Augustine
Teacher; IT

We really look forward to Thursday mornings when Linda
doesn’t have to be at school as early as usual. It gives us
a chance to prepare and sit down to a leisurely breakfast
together, and on top of that, we get to spend extra time
with our dog Mei, a rescue from Taiwan.

—Compiled by Nancy and Jeff Lewis

Have a Streetwise question? Email editor@PleasantonWeekly.com

The Pleasanton Weekly is published every Friday by Embarcadero Media, 5506 Sunol Blvd., Suite 203, Pleasanton,

CA 94566; (925) 600-0840. Mailed at Periodicals Postage Rate, USPS 020407. The Weekly is mailed upon request to
homes and apartments in Pleasanton. Print subscriptions for businesses or residents of other communities are $60 per
year or $100 for two years. Go to PleasantonWeekly.com to sign up and for more information.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Pleasanton Weekly,

5506 Sunol Blvd., Suite 203, Pleasanton, CA 94566. ©2021 by Embarcadero Media.

Congratulations
Pleasanton!

Together with the cities of Albany, Dublin, and
Hayward, you're making the exciting transition to
100% solar and wind energy in January 2022

READ ABOUT THE TRANSITION AT EBCE.ORG/PLEASANTON

@ EASTBAY
I~X{ COMMUNITY
“\N\ ENERGY
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DIGEST

Pleasanton split?

The Alameda County Board of
Supervisors is closing in on ap-
proving its final redistricting map,
setting the supervisorial boundar-
ies for the next 10 years.

The recommended map in-
cludes splitting Pleasanton among
two districts instead of keeping
the city all in the same boundary:
The south side of the city would
move from Supervisor Nate
Mileys District 4 to Supervisor
David Hauberts District 1 (which
includes Livermore, Dublin, and
parts of Sunol and Fremont). The
rest of Pleasanton would remain
in District 4.

Other key changes in the rec-
ommended map, compared to
now, include Oakland being di-
vided among three districts and
Fremont split among two.

The board held a meeting on
its redistricting ordinance and the
recommended map this week,
and final approval is set for next
Tuesday. Visit redistricting2021.
acgovorg to see the proposed
final map.

Look for coverage this week-
end on PleasantonWeekly.com.

Editor’s note: Information from the

Bay City News Service was used in

this report.

Dublin annual awards

The city of Dublin is accepting
nominations through Jan. 21 for
its annual community awards, in-
cluding Citizen of the Year, Young
Citizen of the Year and Organiza-
tion of the Year.

Nominees will be selected
based on five established criteria:
the Dublin Integrity in Action’s
10 characteristics, originality and
uniqueness of the activity/project,
overall relevance and importance
to the Dublin community, time
and effort spent and challenges in
accomplishing the activity/proj-
ect, according to city officials.

Submit by going to www.
dublin.ca.gov/vre or calling
the City Managers Office at
925-833-6650.

Monroe on task force

Alameda County Superinten-
dent of Schools L.K. Monroe was
recently appointed to the state’s
new Task Force on Improving
Black Student Achievement; she
is the only K-12 educator among
the seven co-chairs leading the
effort.

The task force is focused on
five key issue areas: the school-
to-prison  pipeline (including
suspension, chronic absenteeism
and graduation), teacher diversity,
academic achievement (including
reading and math assessments);
mental health; and housing in-
security (including homelessness
and foster youth).

The organization will meet
monthly and form working
groups to make recommenda-
tions to be incorporated into the
upcoming state legislative cycle. m

Council unanimously passes ban
on smoking in multifamily housing

First-time violators will receive a warning instead of being fined

By JuuiA BAum

n ordinance heavily re-
stricting smoking in Pleas-
anton multifamily residen-

tial buildings passed with unani-
mous approval by the Pleasanton
City Council on Tuesday, albeit
with some modifications.

Mayor Karla Brown called the
ordinance “a major step forward”
before voting during the Dec. 7
council meeting.

“We're proposing smoking

restrictions where they do not exist
right now,” Brown said. “That’s the
reason why I supported bringing
this ordinance forward.”

Aiming “to address health im-
pacts of secondhand smoke,”
the ordinance applies to multi-
family residences with three or
more connected units, including
townhomes, condominiums and
triplexes. Smoking will be banned
“at indoor or outdoor common
areas such as hallways, lobbies,

community rooms, playgrounds,
and parking lots,” along with pri-
vate outdoor areas including balco-
nies, decks or patios, but will not
apply inside individual units unless
stated in a rental lease agreement.
Similar  ordinances already
exist in Danville, which bans
smoking in ownership units and
common areas, and San Ramon,
where smoking is prohibited “in
private outdoor areas and com-
mon areas of ownership projects,”

DUSD

More than 1,000 people attended Dublin High School’s inaugural holiday tree lighting ceremony on Dec. 1.

Dublin High celebrates holiday

tree lighting

1,000+ community members attend inaugural event

BY JuLiA BAum

Over 1,000 people celebrated
the first holiday tree lighting at
Dublin High School last week,
where several members from the
Dublin school community who
lost their lives in recent years
were also honored.

Dublin Unified School District
spokesman Chip Dehnert told
the Weekly that the Dec. 1 event
— the first of its kind in Dublin
Highs 53-year history — was
attended by “a mix of students,
staff, and community members,”
and called it “a great success.”

“It was nice to see a lot of
families with children and
dogs in tow; a real community

experience,” Dehnert said.
Commemorating the holiday
season with a 70-foot redwood
tree adorned with more than 3,000
red and blue lights, the event also
featured performances by Dublin
High’s concert choir, jazz combo,
and musical theater group.
Friends of twin brothers Mark
and Michael Urista (class of
2022), and Javier Ramirez (class
of 22), who died in a car crash
on Christmas night in 2019,
remembered the trio that eve-
ning, while assistant principal
Paul Faris shared thoughts about
longtime DUSD employee Derek
Rosas, who died in February. The
father of Anik Suneja, who also

died that month, spoke as well.

Trustee William Kuo also
spoke to the crowd about his late
wife and former trustee Cath-
erine Kuo, who died after being
struck by a car while volunteer-
ing at Fallon Middle School nine
months ago.

The holidays of Diwali, Ha-
nukkah, Christmas and Kwanzaa
were highlighted in speeches by
students, followed by a count-
down to the tree lighting led by
the Best Buddies Students.

Dehnert said, “To top things
off, strategically placed snow-
making machines started blow-
ing snow into the air soon after
the tree was lit.” m

while Dublin and Livermore have
unrestricted smoking for owner-
ship units. Smoking in multifamily
rental apartments as well as cer-
tain public places, including parks
and recreational facilities, is already
prohibited in Pleasanton.

While the council agreed about
the health effects of secondhand
smoke, the issue of enforcing the
ordinance generated a good deal of

See SMOKING on Page 8

PDA leader
resigns

By JuuiA BAum

After seven months leading the
Pleasanton Downtown Association,
Zac Grant stepped down last week
from his role as executive direc-
tor “to pursue another opportunity,”
Grant confirmed to the Weekly on
Tuesday.

“Although my tenure in Pleas-
anton was brief, it has been both
pleasant and productive during a
very challenging time,” Grant said in
an email.

“Because resources are still scarce
at PDA, it was the right time to de-
part both for the organization and
for me,” Grant said. “I look forward
to continuing my support for PDA
through friendly advice, volunteer
support and good wishes always.”

During his time as executive di-
rector, Grant said the association
“began a process of navigating the
COVID era toward a new normal,
including foundations for longer
term programs such as Weekends
On Main and table service in out-
door parklets on Main Street,” and
that he is “grateful to the board, the
membership, and our partners at the
city of Pleasanton.”

While the search for Grants re-
placement is underway, the PDAs
former longtime executive director
Laura Olson — who changed her
last name to Brooks after getting
married — is returning to her old
position on a temporary basis.

Brooks told the Weekly that shes
been involved with the PDA for the
past six months, and said Grant
specifically asked if Brooks would
take over for now. “T'll be available
to train whomever they hire, but I'm
definitely not coming back (perma-
nently),” Brooks said.

Thats not only because Brooks
started her own consulting business

See PDA on Page 9
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NEWSFRONT

Second child dies from injuries in Labor Day crash in Sunol

Family seeks answers as investigation continues into Highway 84 wreck

BY JEREMY WALSH

A second child has died as a
result of a collision that had al-
ready claimed the life of her older
brother on Highway 84 in Sunol
on Labor Day weekend, succumb-
ing to her serious injuries after
more than two months in an area
hospital, the Weekly has learned.

Honesty Jenkins, 6, of Fremont
was pronounced dead at Chil-
dren’s Hospital in Oakland on
Nov. 14, according to her family
and local authorities.

Her older brother Damarion
Jenkins, 11, died on the morning
of the crash that caused major
injuries to all parties in the two
vehicles involved, including the
siblings’ mother and 8-year-old
brother who both ultimately
survived.

“This is a loss. ... All of us, it’s
just a lot. We're such a tight-knit

family,” the siblings’ grandmother,
Valerie Perkins, told the Weekly.

“We just miss her so much,”
Perkins said about Honesty.

The three young siblings and
their mother were on their way
from Fremont to Perkins’ home in
San Joaquin County on the morn-
ing of Sept. 5 to attend church as
a family and then the kids were to
spend time with grandma while
mom had an outing, according to
Perkins.

But they would not make it.
At about 6:05 a.m. on Highway
84 just east of the Interstate 680
interchange, the family’s Dodge
Charger was struck by an oncom-
ing Chevrolet Tahoe, which for
unknown reasons turned left from
the westbound lane into their
eastbound lane, according to Per-
kins and the California Highway
Patrol.

All five people among the two
vehicles sustained serious injuries
in the violent head-on collision.

Damarion Jenkins was pro-
nounced dead later that morning,.

Honesty Jenkins suffered a bro-
ken neck and other major physi-
cal and neurological injuries. She
remained in the hospital the entire
time after the crash, and though
she did regain consciousness, the
injuries proved too critical, ac-
cording to Perkins. “She broke her
neck and things just started failing
from that point,” the grandmother
recalled.

The 6-year-old died in the hos-
pital on Nov. 14 — 10 weeks to
the day after the collision.

The Jenkinses’ mother sus-
tained multiple broken bones and
underwent surgeries as a result
of the crash but is now recover-
ing out of the hospital, Perkins

said. The middle child, who is 8
years old, was also injured but “is
recovering really well” physically
after time in the hospital, accord-
ing to his grandmother. The driver
of the Tahoe — who has not been
identified publicly to date — also
sustained major injuries in the
Sept. 5 crash. He has been in the
grief-stricken family’s thoughts
too, according to Perkins.

“We're praying for the guy who
hit them. We pray for his family
because for everybody involved,
it was horrible,” Perkins said.

Officer Tyler Hahn of the CHP-
Dublin office said he had no new
information on the status of the
other driver. The officer said the
collision remains under investiga-
tion, but there were no new de-
tails to share publicly on Tuesday
with the case still pending.

The CHP initially reported that

officers did not suspect alcohol or
drugs were factors in the crash.

A lack of updates from law
enforcement and insurance in-
vestigators has been a source of
frustration for the family, who are
searching for answers about why
the other driver crossed into their
lane at highway speed that morn-
ing, according to Perkins. She said
they were told the CHP investiga-
tion could take six months.

“We dont know what’s going
on with where they are with their
investigation. It’s kind of frustrat-
ing,” Perkins said.

Anyone who may have informa-
tion about the Sept. 5 crash can
contact the CHP-Dublin at 925-
828-0466. That violent collision
on Highway 84 represented the
final in a string of five fatal car
crashes in a 10-day stretch in the
greater Tri-Valley. m

Tri-Valley ranks high among Bay Area communities
for pavement quality

BY JEANITA LYMAN
In a recently released survey of
pavement conditions throughout
the Bay Area, the Tri-Valley cities

of Dublin, Pleasanton, Livermore

and San Ramon and the town of

Danville collectively earned high
marks compared to some other

See your pediatrician,
right in your kitchen.

Virtual visits or in-person visits at

Bayside Medical Group

Stanford

WY Childrens Health

genpeds.stanfordchildrens.org

parts of the region, with Dublin

earning the highest score locally.
The Metropolitan Transporta-

tion Commission released results

Page 6 * December 10, 2021 ¢ Pleasanton Weekly

from its 2020 Bay Area pavement
condition index (PCI) last month,
which ranks the pavement quality
of communities in the region on
a scale of 1 to 100, highlighting
improvements or declines in the
conditions of paved streets, roads
and sidewalks across the Bay Ar-
ea’s wide range of communities.

PCI scores of 90 or above are
considered “excellent”, according
to the survey, with scores of 80 to
89 being “very good”; scores of 70
to 79 being “good”; scores of 60 to
69 being “fair;” scores of 50 to 59
being “at risk;” and scores of 25 to
49 being “poor.”

All  incorporated Tri-Valley
communities received PCI scores
in the range of “good” or “very
good” last year — and more than
10 points ahead of the average
score of 67 and rank of “fair”
across all Bay Area communities.

In the 2020 rankings, Dublin
came in second for pavement con-
dition among Bay Area cities, with
a PCI score of 84 out of a possible
100 points in the survey, narrowly
edged out of first place by Cuper-
tino, which had a score of 85.

Dublin’s score had decreased
by one point each year in 2019
and 2020, while Cupertino’s rose
by one point from 2019 in order
to overcome Dublin’s previous
first-place score among Bay Area
communities.

Danville joined Dublin among
jurisdictions ranked as “very
good,” despite being further down
the list, with a score of 80. The
town had the same score in 2019,
which had been boosted by a
point that year compared to its
2018 score of 79.

Livermore narrowly edged out
the remaining incorporated Tri-
Valley communities with a score
of 79 — the same as the citys
2019 score, which saw it gain a
point from 78 in 2018.

Pleasanton and San Ramon both
ranked at 78, with Pleasanton los-
ing a point from its 2019 score
of 79, and San Ramon holding
steady from the previous year.

Unincorporated communities
in Contra Costa County collec-
tively ranked at 71 in 2020, down
a point from 72 in 2018 and
2019. In Alameda County, unin-
corporated areas saw the reverse,
gaining a point in 2020 for a score
of 72, up from 71 in the previous
two years.

At the county level, Contra
Costa County collectively ranked
high in the Bay Area, coming in
third behind San Francisco and
San Mateo counties in last year’s
data, with a score of 70, which
was steady across the three years
of data.

Although outranked by San
Mateo County, which had a score
of 71, Contra Costa County had
the additional distinction of no
jurisdictions included in the low-
est rankings, while Pacifica, in San
Mateo County, was at the bottom
of the list, with the lowest score of
all Bay Area jurisdictions, at 42.

Alameda County collectively
ranked further down in the list,
below Santa Clara County, and
tied with Solano County at an
average score of 68.

More information, including
full results of the most recent Bay
Area PCI survey, is available at
mtc.ca.gov.
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Drive-Thru Grocery
Tri-Valley Haven Distributions

Food Pantry

Open Heart Kitchen
& Tri-Valley Haven

Tuesdays & Thursdays / 9:00am - 3:00pm

6140 Stoneridge Mall Road, Pleasanton
(Behind Workday. Turn onto Embarcadero
Court and followsigns)

St. Michael
Community Care

Interfaith Sharing
Food Pantry

Muslim Community
Thursdays & Saturdays / 8:00am - 9:00am Center East Bay

678 Enos Way, Livermore
(St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church)

.

DRIVE-THRU MEAL SERVICE
Senior Meals also available Open Heart Kitchen OPEN
911 Loyola Way, Livermore (around the corner from
(925) 500-8241 the Robert Livermore Community Center) h ea rt
MONDAY - FRIDAY | 1:00pm - 3:00pm e

J

J

\
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NEWSFRONT

Livermore High engineering students design low-cost air purifiers

Students presented their results to a panel of engineers, scientists and other industry professionals

By CIERRA BAILEY

In collaboration with Quest Sci-
ence Center, the engineering de-
sign and development class of the
Green Engineering Academy (GEA)
at Livermore High School partic-
ipated in an air purifier design
challenge.

The students were tasked with
building, evaluating, testing, docu-
menting and presenting results for
a low-cost air purifier that address-
es requirements for healthy indoor
air filtration.

Nine teams of three students
each were given a baseline design
and building materials for a DIY
air purifier known as the Corsi-
Rosenthal Air Purifier.

The materials included a 20-inch
box fan, furnace air filters and test-
ing equipment. The resources were
provided to students through do-
nations made to the Quest Science
Center by the Livermore Valley
Education Foundation and Sandia
National Laboratories.

Student teams were assigned to
different areas of the campus and
were challenged to find vulnerable
spaces that could benefit from the
addition of an air purifier. They
were asked to create a box fan filter
design that best fit the identified lo-
cation and the population it serves.

“This project has been super eye-
opening, since I never really knew
that there was such an approach-
able way to create air filtration

systems with such accessible ma-
terials. If done correctly, these de-
vices could make a lot of public
indoor spaces much safer, while
being relatively inexpensive,” said
senior Avery Loll in a statement.

Retired scientists and Quest
members Rick Stulen, Vaughn
Draggoo and Joel Bowers served as
advisors and mentors to students
throughout the design process with
oversight from Quests chief learn-
ing officer, Caleb Cheung,

“My hopes with this project are
that some effective designs will be-
come viable options in the com-
munity, especially with the winter
months coming up,” Loll said. “It
has been great getting guidance from
people that work or have worked in
this field before. It’s a great opportu-
nity to do a project that has real-life
positive impacts,” he added.

Students assembled and tested
the performance of their unique
purifier design over a three-week
period, and presented their results
to a panel of engineers, scientists
and other industry professionals for
feedback on Nov. 19.

The panel included Walter
Blevins, director of maintenance
and operations for Las Positas Col-
lege; Beth Dzenitis, a senior project
engineer at Lawrence Livermore
National Laboratory (LLNL); Bud-
dhinie Jayathelake, electrochem-
ist and postdoctoral researcher on
energy and climate at LLNL,; Jack

Kotovsky, Micro and Nano Tech-
nology Section leader at LLNL and
Phoebe Shamp, an environmental
safety and health professional at
Sandia National Laboratories.
Officials from Quest and Liver-
more Valley Joint Unified School
District (LVJUSD) said in a state-
ment that they plan to team up for
future learning opportunities that

bring the community and youth
together.

“This was a wonderful opportu-
nity to build our partnership with
LVJUSD and consider exciting fu-
ture collaborations as well. This is
a great example of Quest’s mission
to provide experiences that nurture
skills for our students to thrive in
today’s technological world,” said

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Livermore High GEA students receiving mentorship and guidance from Rick Stulen from Quest Science Center.

Quest CEO Monya Lane.
Superintendent  Kelly Bowers
shared similar sentiments.

“Collaborations like this remind
us of how fortunate we are to edu-
cate students in a thriving scientific
community. Our students will be
able to apply these experiences to
their post-secondary education and
future careers,” she said. m

SMOKING

Continued from Page 5

discussion that evening. Council-
member Valerie Arkin asked about
the success of enforcing similar
ordinances already in place.

“We dont actually see whats
going on but, for good or for bad,
with everyone having a video cam-
era, sometimes staff has a situa-
tion where a neighbor comes and
shows us film where they say, ‘this
is obviously my neighbor smoking,
and they're not supposed to,” said

oAY Mimmmns
& PIT7A €D,

deputy city attorney Larissa Seto.
Seto explained the on-site prop-
erty manager is first contacted and
notified about receiving complaints
about smoking, and follow-up in-
formation is then requested.
“Those are the kinds of things,
and we’ll bring it up with the man-
agement company also,” Seto said.
When asked if that method has
been successful, Seto said, “I would
say we have a few that are repeat
offenders, and maybe that’s just the
nature of addiction to tobacco.”
Seto added, “We also do have a

Italian Style
Spaghetti & Ravioli
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Early Bird Special
(Served from 4-6 daily)
Any Large Two-Topping Pizza and a Pitcher of Soda for only $30.00 (plus Tax)

Additional Toppings Available « Dine-In Only

Lunches ¢ Dinners « Beers on Tap o Orders to Go
288 Main Street « 846-2520 « www.gayninetiespizza.com
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lot of people that understand this is
the rule and that they start to find
different ways to use tobacco,” in-
cluding walking around their com-
plex rather than staying inside their
unit to smoke.

During the public hearing,
tenants rights attorney Henrissa
Bassey for Oakland-based nonprof-
it Centro Legal de la Raza said the
ordinance could have unintended
consequences for low-income and
minority residents.

According to Bassey, “Black
and brown tenants face a higher
amount of behavioral complaints
than their counterparts, even in
units in which the other tenants
are behaving similarly. We are con-
cerned that if the other tenants
know they can bring their own
suit against others, we will see an
uptick in complaints against Black
and brown community members.”

Instead of a $100 administra-
tive fine that “is steep for many
low-income community members
and will actually work to reduce
their income for purposes of pay-
ing rent,” Bassey suggested that
“people could be given the option
to attend a smoking cessation pro-
gram or a hotline.”

“In that instance, nonpayment
of rent would then be the basis for
an eviction suit, and could actually

serve as a barrier to tenants remain-
ing in affordable housing,” Bassey
said. The council ultimately agreed
to issue a warning for first-time
violators, then monetary fines for
subsequent violations.

Councilmember Jack Balch said
he “could not imagine encouraging
people to video their neighbor on
their balcony violating this ordi-
nance as a basis for a private party
suit,” as was originally proposed in
the ordinance.

“Thinking of what we've done
as a council with mental health,
smoking is an addiction and if we
treated it like a health issue versus
an inconvenience to the nonsmok-
ers in the room, we might have a
different opinion on it,” Balch said.

Bay East Association of Realtors
spokesman David Stark said, “The
ordinance as proposed raises some
very practical questions about
the mechanics of how it will be
implemented.”

“If youre expecting property
owners to enforce this ordinance,
why was there no outreach to
them?” Stark said. “I'm not refer-
ring to HOAs but actual condo or
townhome owners. No town halls,
no workshops; were any of the
4,000 rental property owners on
your mailing list notified?”

Stark added, “This is really an

important issue and there are stake-
holders beyond the HOAs who
need to be part of the conversation.
This just doesn't feel like the Pleas-
anton way of developing important
public policy.”

Vice Mayor Julie Testa said she
was “so unbelievably disappointed
that we're putting property and
minutia over the health and safety
of our residents.”

“We as a council took a strong
position on vaping,” Testa said.
“We took businesses, we took their
products off the shelf because we
understood the serious health
impacts.”

Testa added, “This is as real a
health and safety issue as any-
thing we've confronted, and to
give the rights to the smoker as
opposed to give the rights to the
nonsmoker, the vulnerable, the
seniors, the children, the people
with health issues, it’s not consis-
tent with what we’ve done in the
past with vaping and other issues
that we recognized as a serious
public health issue.”

Because city staff including code
enforcement and PPD will handle
enforcement, along with landlords
and homeowners associations, no
financial impact from the ordi-
nance is expected. The ordinance
will go into effect on July 1. m



NEWSFRONT

Annual Minicon primes Foothill DECA team for regionals

Students prepare with workshops, practice sessions at mock conference

BY JuLiA BAum

In preparation for a major regional
conference next month, more than
70 members and alumni recently
took part in Foothill High School’s
annual DECA Minicon.

The yearly mini-conference gives
Foothills DECA members an op-
portunity to prepare for competitions
by responding to real-world busi-
ness scenarios by acting out timed
role-play sessions with experienced
judges, completing a 50-question
business exam, and acquiring real-
life skills such as problem solving
and critical thinking.

Director of training Anvi Vasa or-
ganized practice sessions “to help
competitors practice skills that were
essential to do well in Minicon,” and
said the turnout was appreciated

“because it showed that many of our
Foothill DECA members were en-
gaged and willing to put in the work
to be successful during competition.”

Arushi Arora, Foothill DECAs vice
president of chapter management
and event organizer, said that “put-
ting together and watching Minicon
unfold was an incredibly rewarding
experience.”

“Seeing the growth of competitors
through their experiences with the
roleplays, the test, and the work-
shop was an honor, and could not
have been accomplished without the
help of our alumni and advisor,”
Arora said. “Minicon was beneficial
towards building competitive skills
and leadership, and I am so glad 1
was able to be a part of it.”

Along with attending a workshop

hosted by the NorCal District Action
Team on presentation skills, partici-
pants marked the event’s conclusion
by presenting top competitors with
glass trophies and medals during an
award ceremony.

Patrick Gannon, spokesman for
Pleasanton Unified School District,
told the Weekly, “We’d like to con-
gratulate and thank our Foothill
DECA students for hosting a suc-
cessful opportunity for their peers
to learn and grow as professionals
and leaders. We look forward to
celebrating these students’ continued
success.”

Prior to Minicon, Foothill DECAs
Lunchtime program gave members
an opportunity to learn about the
various aspects of DECA competi-
tions, which focus on business skills

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Foothill DECA students prepare for regional conference competitions by
responding to real-world business scenarios during role-plays.

and career development.

The Foothill DECA chapter is
currently preparing for the North-
ern California Career Development

Conference from Jan. 14-16, where
representatives said members “are
sure to use the competition experi-
ence gained from Minicon.” m

PDA

Continued from Page 5

after leaving the PDA in 2019, fol-
lowing a 10-year run overseeing
the association, but also because
she now lives in Alabama. Despite
not being able to handle business in
person, Brooks said there’s currently
two staff members on site acting as
“boots on the ground,” and that her

decade of experience should also
help while the PDA searches for a
new permanent leader.

“I've been a part of it for the last six
months, so I'm not coming in cold,
which is what I think has made this
doable,” Brooks said. “We're making
sure businesses know the PDA is
fully operational and behind them.”

Brooks added, “Obviously COVID
showed us that we can work from

TRI-VALLEY

wherever pretty successfully. Being
able to work on certain projects —
the parklets, Weekends on Main
— doing that is not difficult for me.
I was the executive director for 10
years, so those relationships still
stand. And again its just for the in-
terim; this would not be feasible for
the long term, of course.”

PDA Board Director Terri Terry
said that Brooks “knows the

DROUGHT ALERT

If we all save A LITTLE,
we save A LOT.

ZONE7WATER.COM/DROUGHT

business inside and out. We are
very fortunate that she has time to
take this project on.”

According to Terry, the executive
director position will open up next
month, with interviews expected to
start in February and someone hired
by March.

The PDA is looking for a very
seasoned leader, Terry said, and
“we are definitely going to be

looking at somebody who has an
executive director with nonprofit
experience, and somebody that has
a track record.”

Though an ideal candidate would
be “somebody local, that already
knows our city and how our city
operates, its not mandatory that they
be from Pleasanton,” Terry said. “We
just really want somebody that is
qualified to do the job.” m

15%

SAVINGS
GOAL
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THoliday fund

Each year, the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund raises money to support programs and services that care for local families
and children in our community. The Holiday Fund partners with the Three Valleys Community Foundation, which handles all
finances, so every dollar of your tax-deductible donation goes directly to local nonprofits with no administrative expenses.

This year’s Holiday Fund recipients that will
share in fund contributions are:

* REACH

¢ Sunflower Hill

e Valley Humane Society
e Open Heart Kitchen

e Axis Community Health
e CityServe of the Tri-Valley
¢ Hope Hospice

¢ Pleasanton Partnerships in
Education (PPIE)

Holiday Fund

Please consider donating online, which enables your gift to be
processed immediately. The secure website is:
3VCF.org/HolidayFund

Enclosed is a check for $

- Name:

Business Name:
¢ (Only required if business name is to be listed as donor in the paper)

Address:
 City/State/Zip: / /

Email:

Phone:

A Employer match (mark if yes). Employer:

| wish to designate my contribution as follows (select one):

Q In the name of business above
—0OR -
3 In honor of: QA In memory of: L As a gift for:

- O In my name as shown above

(Name of Person)

The Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund is a field of interest fund of Three Valleys Community
. Foundation, a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. A contribution to this fund allows your donation
© 1o be tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law.

All donors and their gift amounts will be published in the Pleasanton Weekly unless
. the boxes below are checked.
' Q | wish to contribute anonymously.

Q Please withhold the amount of my contribution.

Make checks payable to Three Valleys Community Foundation and send to:

Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund
c/o Three Valleys Community Foundation
5960 Inglewood Dr., Suite 201
Pleasanton, CA 94588

Pleasanton . |\ Three Valleys
Weekly In partnership with: COMMUNITY

AMADOR * LIVERMORE » SAN RAMON
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As of Dec. 5, 2021 172 donors have contributed $44,465
to the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund.

23 ANONYMOUS ...c.vvevveeennen. $3,930
Robert & Janice Hermann............ 200
Chuck & Debby Uhler ................. 125
Pete & Julie Mason.............ccccc...... *x
Herbert Chang.........ccccooceviiins *x
Steve & Gina (Channell) Wilcox 5,000
The Cohen Family .........cccoeeee. 500
Alice DeSroSiers. ........ccovverveiernie. 100
Donna Johnson........cccccceiie. 100
Carmen Merritt.......ccoooeeviiniennnn. i
Frank & Muriel Capilla................... *x
Tim & Teri Bush.......c.cccoooviieiin *ok
Cindy & Bob Gee ......c.occoevvviann, 300
Kathy & Jeff Narum.................... 100
Ann & Don Rathjen.........cccceeeee. *x
Sean Chase.......ooovvvviiiiiiie *x
Charles R. & Mary E. Shoemaker ... **
Donna & Jim Zarrillo..........coceovene *x
Norm & Joyce Pacheco.................. *x

Sue Compton

Kathy & Bob Russman................... *ox
Susan & Tom FOX.....ccovevviiiiennnne. *x
Julia & Alan Casamajor .............. 100
Jim & Elaine Keysor..................... 300
Bruce & Cindy Yamamoto........... 150
Robert & Marianne Eisberg ........... *x

John & Barbara Severini

Barbara W. Daniels........................

The Banahan Family...................... *ox
Susan Houghton.........cccccoeeee 100
Christina Nystrom ............c.coeoee. 30
Jason Stinebaugh...........c.ccooe. 100
Marilyn DUmMan ........c..cccoeveieennns 300
Margaret Mahon ................cc........ 50
Victor S Wheatman..................... 100
Shake Sulikyan & James Curtis ...... *x
Todd & Mindy Miller.................... 500
John & Noel Wilson ...........c........ 100
Eleanor Tandowsky .............cc.c...... *ox

Pat & Randy Davis

James Brice & Carole Peterson ...... *x

Csencsits-Kundmann Family......... 200
Nancy & Marvin Rensink ............... *x
Gary & Mary Lazarotti................... *ox
Tim & Val McGuire................... 1,000
Carol GUarnacaia .........c.cccveenene 100
Harold & Rozann Densmore......... 100

Joyce & Robert Shapiro ............... 100
Ronny & Lonny Shaw.................... *x
Peter & Kathleen MacDonald ...... 100
A&A LIPSKi ..o *x
Ken & Barbara McDonald.............. *x
The Markel Ohana .........c........... 500
Sue & Greg Evans ... 100
Rod & Val Smith ........cccoooviiiin 200
Jack Balch ..o, *x
Barry & Carole Jolette ................ 200
Jan & Jeb Bing ......cccoeoviiiiin. 100
The Morgenstern Family ............ 250
Curt & Dana Hansen ...

The Murtagh Team .................. 1,000
Steve & Kay King ...ooooviiiie 200
Sharon PiekarsKi........c..cccccevenn. 250
Art & Joan Tenbrink .........cccoceeie 50
Mary Claire SiteS........cccooevivirrnnn 100
Richard & Gloria Fredette.............. *x

Tim & Sharyn Henshaw ................. *x
Don & Noel Anger ........cccoccoveiee *x
Judith Del TrediCi........ccocviiiiniannn *x
Steve & Ellen Shirmizu................... *x
Helmuth Meissner.............cccccoc.... *x
Joe & Sue Silva......coooeviiiiii *x
Ajay & Sonal Shah...........ccccoo. *x
David Clausen

Linda Todd ......cccoooviiiiiiiin,

Eric Kreiger ...

Marjorie York ........cccoocoveeieiennn.

Diane Davidson...........ccccoovernn. 100
Kelly Montes.........cccooevveeniene. 200
John Celeste .......cocoovviiiiiiiiin 500
Michael Martin ..........cccoeeveeeinn. 250
D+D+D+D Bodemann................. 100
Lori James Rice........cccccevviiiianiinns *
Janie DoObbS ..o 50
Kevin & Cindy Powers................... xx

Alan & Jean Purves.....................
Don & Judy Person....
Bill & Pat Ruvalcaba...................

Margie & Randy Schmidt............. 200
Rick & Dawn Marie Barraza......... 250
Greg Landrum .......ccccovieieinnnnn 500
The VerKuilen Family................... 100
Rita CPA ..o

Steven Ethier



The Berry Boys ......ccoovvviviiiiiiinn
Kerton Family..........ccocooviiiennn.

Deborah Grossman......................

The Fugate Family .............c.........
Xiaopei and Andrew Gelb...
Sarah Ciccarello ..........ccoevenen.

Vineetha Kuchibhatla.................

Ruth Van Art.......cccccooovieeii,

Stacey RiStOW........cccovvviiiiinne 1,

IN MEMORY OF

Xiaofan Han, from Xiaojun

Mo's Family .....ccoooiiiiiiiiice

Charles Sebahar Sr. &
Charles Sebahar Jr., from Karen L.
Sebahar ..o

My husband, Billy L. Haraughty,

from Anita Haraughty..................

Betty Patrick, from Charles
& Joan Brown ..o

Gam & Papa Abbott, from the

Casey Family ......c.occovvviiiiiii,

Terry Scavone, from Judity

SCAVONE ...

Bill & Emily Hirst, from Bill Hirst ...
Carl W. Pretzel, from Marilyn

Pretzel .o

Jerry Lemm, from Marilyn

Lemm, Mark & Michele................

James & Frederika Traini, from

Matt Traini & Wendy Wong..........

Edythe L. Shewfelt, from

Frank & Muriel Capilla..................

Karl K. Witze .o
Bob Griffitts, from Sharon

MOITISON ...

Joe & Doris Antonini, from
John & Carolyn Cardinalli............

Elizabeth Dawson, from Daniel

Dawson ....ccoovvviiiiieeiee e

Doris R. Sanchez, from Virginia

SNOAQIass......ccervevivieiieeieiieenns

Erik Lemoine, from the

Lemoine Family ........cccocoviiiiinnn.

Michael Corbett & Ed Clements,
from Dave Cryer .........cccccoeven.n.

Lee B. Young, from Marsha
YOUNG..iiiiiiiiiiiiiccecc

Frank Thompson, from Steve

McCoy-Thompson ............ccccce....

Curtis LUM ..o

Tracy, from Vern Cink...................

George Dunphy, from

Barbara Jackson ..........................

Bert Brook, from Dee Brook ........

Coach Tony Costello, from

Michael Costello...............cc..c......

Richard L. Parr, from Denise Parr-...

Cecelia Anderson, from Art S.

Tenbrink, MFT ..o

Jerry Severin, from Charlotte
SEVETIN. ..ttt

Loved ones who have passed,
from Sue (King) & Hank Irwin......

000

* *

**

* %

**

* %

* %

**

Bill & Alice Marsh, from Bill
& Audrey Sears .........ccoceviiiinn

Lynne & Liane Pruiksma,
from Colleen Heller.....................

Our parents Chris & Glenda Beratlis,

from Chris & Erika Beratlis...........

William C. “Bud” Lunde,
from Louise Lunde ......................

Ernie Shanks, from Margaret
Shanks.......oocoiiiiiiiiiiiic,

Rick Aguiar & George Fargis, Jr.,
from Nancy Aguiar Fargis............

Richard Brierly, from Stephanie
& Haley England ............cccooe

James Kohnen & Cleve Beck,
from Patricia Kohnen .................

Frank & Mabel Rich and Joe
& Audrey Kramm ...

Steve DeCoite, from Jane DeCoite.....

Dr. Richard Roman, from
Jane DeCoite ....ccoooovvviiiviiee

Jim Mahern & Bob Lemos, from
Dr. & Mrs. Pennisi ...............c......

Hank Gomez, Bob & Donna
Williams, from Frank Gomez &
Maureen NOKes ..........cc.cccceeenn.

Margaret Lewis Stevens, from
Mark & MaryAnne Lewis.............

Robert C. Bush, from Arlene

David DeBernardi & Amber
Harris, from Mom & Dad.............

Jose & VenuS........c.covveeiieiiei
Our parents, from Harold
& Gena Gatlin............cccoooeee

IN HONOR OF

* %

SMMCB, you bring us such joy, pride

& laughter, GMA & GPA Spicka.....
Hongkongers, from A & K’ Wong...
Roland von Metzsch....................
Our 6 Grandchildren..................
My granddaughter Rylan &

**

100

grandsons Drew, Kyle, Brett, Brennan,

Jack, Cole, Noah & Tripp, from
Jane DeCoite ....coeeviiiiiiiee
AS A GIFT FOR

Ken & Carole Moy's 70th
Wedding Anniversary..................

BUSINESSES & ORGANIZATIONS

DeBernardi Development
Construction & Remodeling.........

Time 4 Order Professional
Organizing.......cccoeeeeeeeaiieeaeen

Charles Huff Architect, A.LA. ......
J.E. Moore Air Conditioning Inc....

Pleasanton Newcombers Club.......

** Donor did not want to publish the amount of the gift.

* *

500
500

NEWSFRONT

Public comment sought on lifting of
1-580 large truck ban

Regional agencies plan to hold a
virtual public meeting later this
month to hear public comments
on lifting the Interstate 580 large
truck ban.

The long-standing ban of ve-
hicles weighing more than 9,000
pounds, aside from passenger buses
and paratransit vehicles, covers 8.7
miles through unincorporated Al-
ameda County, San Leandro and
parts of Oakland. Most trucks that
can’t use the banned route travel
via Interstate 880 through Oak-
land’s flatlands.

At 6:30 p.m. Dec. 16 the public
can weigh in on the issue during

a community town hall hosted by
Alameda County Supervisor Nate
Miley, with presentations by Cal-
trans and the Bay Area Air Quality
Management District.

Miley said the diversion of truck
traffic to I-880, which dates back to
the 1960s, has “created a legacy of
air pollution, asthma and other im-
pacts” in Oakland neighborhoods.

According to a study by the
Environmental Defense Fund,
neighborhoods along 1-880 had
80% higher concentrations of black
carbon, 60% higher nitrogen diox-
ide concentrations and more than
double the concentrations of nitric

oxide compared to neighborhoods
near [-580.

“Its time to evaluate if and
how the truck ban should remain
in place. Both Caltrans and the
BAAQMD analysis over the next
year or so will help determine what
best serves the public interest,”
Miley said in a statement.

According to Caltrans, efforts to
reverse the ban have been met
with strong opposition. In 2000 the
state Legislature made it part of the
California Vehicle Code.

More information is available at
District4.acgov.org. ®
—Olivia Wynkoop / BCN Foundation

Tolls going up, fines for violations
going down on Bay Area bridges

Cost to cross rising to $7, while penalty for absconding drops retroactively

The cost to travel over seven of
the Bay Area’s bridges will increase
by $1 on Jan. 1, 2022, while the
fine for people who violate bridge
tolls is being reduced retroactively
to the beginning of the year, re-
gional officials announced.

Regular tolls for two-axle cars
and trucks and for motorcycles
at the San Francisco-Oakland Bay,
Antioch, Benicia-Martinez, Carqui-
nez, Dumbarton, Richmond-San
Rafael and San Mateo-Hayward
bridges will rise to $7 from $6,
according to the Bay Area Toll Au-
thority.

Tolls for vehicles with three or
more axles will also rise by $1.

The tolls will increase to $17 for
three-axle vehicles, $22 for four-
axle vehicles, $27 for five-axle ve-
hicles, $32 for six-axle vehicles and
$37 for vehicles with combinations
of seven or more axles.

The toll increase at the region’s
state-owned toll bridges is the
second of three toll increases ap-
proved by the Legislature in 2017
via state Senate Bill 595 and by
voters through Regional Measure 3
in 2018.

The first increase went into ef-
fect in 2019, and the third will go
into effect in 2025.

There is a legal challenge to

Senate Bill 595 and Regional Mea-
sure 3 pending before the Cali-
fornia Supreme Court, so the toll
increase collected will be placed
into an escrow account managed
by an independent trustee until the
litigation is resolved.

Revenue from the previous toll
increase in 2019 is also being held
in escrow, according to BATA.

Meanwhile, the agency an-
nounced Wednesday that fines for
toll violation notices will be re-
duced for anyone who received
them on the region’s seven state-
owned toll bridges dating back to
the start of 2021.

BATA said that the penalty for
first violation notices is dropping
effective immediately from $25 to
$5, and the penalty for second vio-
lation notices will drop from $70 to
$15.

People who paid the penalties
dating back to Jan. 1 will receive a
refund starting in February 2022,
according to the toll authority.

The changes, approved by the
BATA in October, are part of its toll-
ing equity action plan announced
earlier this year.

Other changes set for imple-
mentation later in 2022 include
dropping the cost of a FasTrak toll
tag deposit for those who do not

link their account to a credit card
from $20 to $5 and reducing the
minimum opening balance for a
FasTrak account for customers who
pay with cash or check from $50 to
$25.

The BATA encourages anyone
using the bridges to open FasTrak
accounts that automatically deduct
toll amounts from their account
and allow them to avoid violation
notices and penalties. People can
sign up by visiting www.bayarea-
fastrak.org or calling (877) 229-
8655, or by buying the FasTrak
tags at certain Costco and Wal-
greens stores.

People can also open a License
Plate Account that links a license
plate to an account and allows
people to pay a toll online up to 30
days ahead of a bridge crossing or
within 48 hours after it.

People who do not have either
option are required to return in-
voices with payment within 21
days or will receive the now-re-
duced penalties on new invoices.

Those who do not return pay-
ment after the second notice may
have the DMV put a hold on their
vehicle registration or have the
amount owed referred to a collec-
tion agency, according to BATA.

—Bay City News

SRPD headquarters evacuated for
ultimately discredited bomb threat

The San Ramon Police Depart-
ment reported receiving a non-spe-
cific bomb threat for department
headquarters on Wednesday morn-
ing, leading to officers evacuating
the building for a search that ul-
timately determined there was no
immediate threat inside.

In an announcement at 10:30

a.m., the department said a bomb
threat came in via a phone call at
approximately 9 a.m. Wednesday,
prompting the evacuation of police
headquarters and a thorough search
“out of an abundance of caution.”
No suspicious devices were found
during the search, according to po-
lice, and the evacuation did not lead

to any interruptions in emergency
services to the city.

San Ramon police were back to
“business as usual” after the all-clear
was given, officials said. Detectives
continue to investigate the circum-
stances surrounding the call, and
seek to identify the caller. m

—Jeanita Lyman

Pleasanton Weekly ® December 10, 2021 * Page 11



DECK THE HALLS

N/ U

Community rejoices in downtown tradition
for first time since 2018

PHOTOS BY CHUCK DECKERT

housands of residents filled Main Street — taking

part in the procession itself or lining the sidewalks

to watch — on Saturday night for the Pleasanton
Hometown Holiday Parade and Tree Lighting Ceremony,
back for the first time since 2018 following cancellations
in 2019 (weather) and 2020 (COVID-19 pandemic). The
cool but mostly clear evening brought many familiar
faces, plus some new ones, to the parade and ensuing
entertainment around the central stage, including music,
a visit from Santa and Mrs. Claus, and the illumination of
the holiday tree outside the Museum on Main.

LA AR Lun

Left page: Smiles were aplenty as Pleasanton’s holiday parade
returned to downtown last Saturday night with a wide-ranging
procession including the beloved Balloon Platoon (top), the
Pleasanton City Council (middle) and community entrants
(bottom). The holiday tree outside the Museum on Main (left)
was illuminated that night after the parade.
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DECK THE HALLS

Right page: The 2021 Pleasanton Hometown Holiday Celebration featured the familiar parade with dozens of floats and groups on foot moving down Main Street, along with entertainment from
musical quintet Business Casual (middle right), a reading from Pleasanton teen poet laureate Nikita Jayaprakash (bottom center) and a visit from Santa and Mrs. Claus (bottom left).
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CIERRA BAILEY
Bob and Joyce Shapiro meticulously decorate two trees each
year with ornaments by designers (front tree) Patricia Breen and
(rear) Christopher Radko.

CIERRA BAILEY
Christopher Radko ornaments, which are highly cherished
collectibles, capture the magic of the season at the
Shapiro home.

DECK THE HALLS

Deck the halls with elegant ornaments

Shapiro home is a wonderland of holiday loveliness

By DoLORES Fox CIARDELLI

For Joyce and Bob Shapiro, the hol-
iday season begins in October when
they gingerly unwrap the exquisite
decorations they've been collecting
for decades to deck out their home
across from Kottinger Community
Park.

“We have two 9-foot trees in our
living room,” Bob said. “Each tree
takes about a week to decorate so we
want time to enjoy it.”

Each of the sturdy trees has a
theme, Joyce explained. One features
the elegant keepsake blown-glass cre-
ations of Christopher Radko while the
other shines with the graceful designs
of Patricia Breen.

The Radko tree has the theme of
Saks Fifth Avenue, Bloomingdales,
FAO Schwarz and Gump’s, where
they purchased the ornaments, the
Shapiros said. The other tree has
themes in different sections, includ-
ing travel, Napa Valley, animals, nut-
crackers and arboretums by Breen.

“Her ornaments have a lot of hand
painting and they sparkle,” Joyce

Joyce and Bob Shapiro strategically arrange their
ornaments onthe trees in themes, including this travel

section.

Old favorites on stage at Bankhead

ew tickets are left for ranken, author, actor, comedian, politician and media
A few ticket left for Al Franken, author, act dian, polit d med
personality, who will make his only Bay Area appearance at Livermore’s Bankhead Theater

on his first tour since
semi-retiring from comedy
to serve in the U.S.
Senate. His shows will be
at2 p.m. and 8 p.m. Jan.
8; tickets are $20-$128.
Call 925-373-6800 or visit
livermorearts.org. Then
the Smothers Brothers
will present a special
evening — at a sold-out
performance on Jan.

14 — of laughter, music
and memories with live
routines, vintage video
clips and a personal Q&A
that may finally determine
whom mom likes best.
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said, explaining some are Swarovski
crystal.

“I started collecting Patricia Breen
ornaments in New England where
we lived for a year,” she recalled.
“When we flew back to San Fran-
cisco, Gump’s used to have this huge
event and Patricia Breen was there.”

On the mantel is a numbered pic-
ture, “Woodland Santa,” done by
Radko, and surrounded by poin-
settias. They also have old Cartier
Christmas cards, set in glass frames so
both sides can be viewed.

The Shapiros have been married for
27 years; they each collected orna-
ments for years before that and have
continued together. They celebrated
their 25th anniversary on a river
cruise along the Rhine that stopped at
German Christmas markets, another
great source for decorations.

“Whenever we travel, we try to buy
ornaments from whatever country we
are in,” Bob said.

Friends vie to visit the Shapiro
home when the decorations are
in place, and Joyce and Bob enjoy

entertaining. Many times they've of-
fered a dinner at their festive holiday
home for eight to 10 people at fund-
raising auctions for nonprofit groups
including Las Positas College, the
YMCA and Sandra J. Wing Healing
Therapies Foundation.

Last year when everyone was quar-
antining no one came to see the
ornaments, although the Shapiros en-
tertained on the front lawn Christmas
Day and left the front doors open so
the holiday vision was on display.

They also enjoy evenings at home
with just each other, a glass of wine
and their glowing works of seasonal
art.

“Every night we marvel at the
trees,” Bob said. “We look at the or-
naments, and remember where they
came from.”

At the end of the season, their son
helps pack away the decorations in
the big storage room upstairs. Joyce
expressed relief that they arent on
display long enough to collect dust.

“But,” Bob said, “its sad when the
trees come down. We miss them.” m

CIERRA BAILEY

before 9/11.

CIERRA BAILEY

Joyce Shapiro holds an ornament of the New York City
skyline that features the Twin Towers, which they bought

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
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POLICE BULLETIN

Another guard charged
with sex crimes at
Dublin federal prison

A correctional officer from Pleas-
anton faces a felony count of sexual
abuse of a prisoner at the Federal
Correctional Institute Dublin, be-
coming the
latest  offi-
cial charged
with  sex
crimes
against  in-
mates at the
all-female
prison.

In announcing the unsealed
criminal complaint last Friday, fed-
eral prosecutors alleged FCI Dublin
safety administrator John Russell
Bellhouse engaged in sexual acts
with an inmate — to the point he
referred to the woman as his “girl-
friend” — even though he knew
sexual, financial or social relation-
ships with inmates in his ward are
prohibited.

Bellhouse, 39, made his first court
appearance on Friday in the U.S.
District Court for the Northern Dis-
trict of California. It was not im-
mediately clear whether he is repre-
sented by an attorney yet.

He becomes the third FCI Dublin
official charged by the U.S. Attor-
neys Office since this summer for
alleged sexual crimes at the prison,
including warden Ray ]. Garcia in
September and guard Ross Klinger
in June.

The complaint alleges Bellhouse
last year “began to express an in-
terest in” a woman incarcerated at
the low-security federal prison for
female inmates in Dublin.

He allegedly engaged in sexual
touching with the inmate and then
oral sex on two occasions, includ-
ing one incident in the prison’s
safety office. In at least one of the
encounters, another inmate was en-
listed to serve as a lookout, pros-
ecutors said.

Bellhouse is also accused of giv-
ing the inmate earrings as a present
and allowing her to use an office
telephone, which prosecutors allege
were benefits he provided to the
inmate whom he started calling his
“girlfriend”.

Prosecutors said Bellhouse was
placed on administrative leave in
March due to the allegations, and
the resulting investigation led to a
criminal complaint filed on Nov. 29
and unsealed on Friday.

Bellhouse faces up to 15 years
in prison for the single count of
sexual abuse of a prison ward. His
next court appearance is scheduled
for Jan. 10 at 1 p.m. before U.S.
Magistrate Judge Donna M. Ryu in
Oakland.

—Jeremy Walsh

In other news

¢ The Dublin community is com-
ing together this weekend for the
annual tree lighting in honor of Al-
ameda County Sheriffs Office Dep-
uty John Paul Monego, who died
after being shot while responding to
a robbery in progress in Dublin 23
years ago.

The ceremony in memory of Mo-
nego, who was the first law enforce-
ment officer killed in the line of duty
in city history, provides an oppor-
tunity “to show Deputy Monegos
family that we will never forget the
ultimate sacrifice he made for this
community,” Dublin Police Services
Capt. Nate Schmidt told the Weekly.

“Whenever we lose an officer, it
is extremely tragic for the family,
the members of the agency and the
community. Usually, we only have
one chance to show our outpour-
ing of support during the funeral

Pulse

COURTESY OF DPS
Memorial wreath honors late
Alameda County Sheriff’s Deputy
John Paul Monego.

service,” Schmidt said.

“Given the time of year that this
tragedy occurred, we started the
tree lighting tradition to keep John’s
memory alive in our hearts and
minds,” the captain added. “I en-
courage all members of the com-
munity to join Dublin Police in

honoring Deputy John Monego.”

The tree lighting will take place
in the lobby of Dublin police head-
quarters on Saturday evening — 23
years to the day since the fateful
robbery at the Outback Steakhouse
in central Dublin.

Monego, a sheriffs deputy as-
signed to DPS, was responding to
a 911 hangup at the restaurant on
Regional Street late at night on Dec.
11, 1998. Unbeknownst to him, the
hangup call had actually occurred
during a strong-arm robbery with
hostages in progress.

Monego was the second deputy
to arrive on scene; the first deputy
had gone inside the restaurant to
investigate but she was overpow-
ered by three robbers, who then
took her gun, according to the “Of-
ficer Down Memorial Page,” which
honors law enforcement personnel
killed on duty nationwide and re-
tells their stories.

HOPE

Hospice & Health Services

Supporting East Bay Families Since 1980

Hospice Care | Grief Support

Senior-Care Classes
Volunteering Opportunities

v" Year-round Family Caregiver Education Series

FREE COMMUNITY PROGRAMS

v' Dementia-care classes and consultations

v" Grief support groups for adults and youth

As Monego approached the front
door, an armed robber opened fire
through a glass window, striking the
deputy in the chest just above his
protective vest. As Monego fell, the
shooter walked outside and shot the
deputy five more times at close range.

The culprits fled the scene but
were later arrested after a short
pursuit. Each would be convicted of
various counts at trial.

Monego, 33, was transported to a
local hospital but was pronounced
dead shortly after midnight on Dec.
12, 1998. He left behind a wife and
toddler son.

The 23rd annual Deputy John
Monego Tree Lighting Ceremony
will be back in-person this year, at 6
p.m. in the DPS lobby at 6361 Clark
Ave. in Dublin. Light refreshments
will be served. To learn more, visit
dublin.ca.gov.

—Jeremy Walsh

See BULLETIN on Page 17

Dementia Education
Caregiver Resources

r

HopeComfort.com | (925) 829-8770
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Our subscribing members say it best...

€€ Really inspired by your ability to keep
grasping and improving ... It’s just so
exhausting being a reporter right now.
Thank you for serving the community. )
- Clay L.

— Will you join the thousands of others
supporting local journalism?

Now'’s your moment to step up when we need you the most.

Subscribe now at PleasantonWeekly.com/join
Pleasanton Pleasanton

Weekly You can also subscribe for one year by mailing a check for $120 Weekly,com
($60 for seniors and students) to us at 5506 Sunol Blvd., Ste. 203, Pleasanton 94566.
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e Livermore Police Department
and Livermore Valley Joint Unified
School District have teamed up to
bring back the annual “Shop with
a Cop” program and have already
exceeded their fundraising goal.

The program allows Livermore
officers to “adopt” an LVJUSD stu-
dent who is in financial need, and
take the student shopping for holi-
day presents in early December with
funds donated from the community.

Students are nominated to par-
ticipate in the program by LVJUSD
staff, according to a description of
the event on GoFundMe, where the
agencies are collecting donations.

The crowdfunding campaign has
surpassed its $9,000 goal for this
year. As of press time, the campaign
had reached $10,585 on GoFund-
Me. LPD officials said that they often
receive donations all the way up to
the event and during. Funding that
comes in after the fact is saved for
the following years campaign to
give it a head start.

The shopping event usually takes
place on a Saturday morning in
early December. This year, it is set
for this Saturday (Dec. 11), accord-
ing to LPD officials.

The selected students will meet a
Livermore police officer in uniform
at the school they attend. The of-
ficers drive the students to a local
Starbucks where they are treated to
a cup of hot cocoa.

After that, all of the officers and
students caravan to Walmart in
Livermore where they are greeted by

the Granada High School band and
members of the student leadership
team before going on their shopping
spree to select gifts for their family
members and themselves, according
to event organizers.

Organizers said that Walmart and
Starbucks have been supporters of
the program since its inception.

Upon completing their shopping,
the students are assisted by their of-
ficers and other volunteers in wrap-
ping their presents before being
taken back home.

LPD and the Livermore Citizens
Police Academy Alumni Association
are also hosting their 19th annual
Giving Tree initiative. The depart-
ment collects and delivers gifts to
seniors and Livermore families in
need of assistance.

In the police department lobby,
there is a tree with tags that have
numbers and gift information on
them. Participants are asked to take
a tag and return a new, unwrapped
gift with the tag attached to the de-
partment lobby.

Participants can also select a tag
from an online system through a
link or a QR code. People can par-
ticipate in the Giving Tree through
today.

—Cierra Bailey

¢ The Danville Police Department
is investigating a reported theft at
Ace Hardware on Camino Tassa-
jara and looking for information on
three suspects accused of stealing
$1,100 in tools from the store and
the cellphone of an employee.

On Sunday, officers responded
to a reported verbal altercation
just before 4 p.m. at 3438 Camino

POLICE REPORT

The Pleasanton Police Department made
the following information available

Dec. 4

Fraud

m8:07 p.m. on the 1300 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road

Shoplifting

m3:27 p.m. on the 6200 block of Wade
Court

Dec. 3

Drug violation

m2:55 a.m. on the 6700 block of Bernal
Avenue

m7:59 p.m. on the 4500 block of
Rosewood Drive

Assault/Battery

m3:57 a.m. on the 2200 block of
Segundo Court

Domestic battery
m8:17 a.m. on East Gate Way
Theft

m11:14 a.m. on the 8200 block of
Regency Drive; auto theft

m8:59 p.m. on the 1300 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road; shoplifting

Dec. 2
Burglary

W 1:37 a.m. on the 2400 block of Santa
Rita Road

Warrant arrest

m1:43 a.m. on Valley Avenue/Santa
Rita Road

Robbery

m3:30 p.m. on the 1000 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road

Assault/Battery

m4:32 p.m. on the 4100 block of
Moller Drive

Weapons violation

m9:35 p.m. on Deodar Way/Foothill
Road

Dec. 1

Drug violation

m1:40 a.m. on Valley Avenue/Oak Vista
Way

Theft

m12:14 p.m. on the 4800 block of
Willow Road; theft from auto

m3:03 p.m. on the 1500 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road

Alcohol violation

m4:07 p.m. on the 4300 block of
Parkside Drive

Warrant arrest

m4:46 p.m. on the 1000 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road

Vandalism

m5:23 p.m. on the 4800 block of
Hopyard Road

Nov. 30

Warrant arrest

m7:56 a.m. on the 6000 block of
Johnson Drive

Theft

m9:53 a.m. on the 4800 block of Bernal
Avenue; catalytic converter theft

m1:12 p.m. on the 700 block of
Palomino Drive; catalytic converter

theft

m3:46 p.m. on the 1400 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road; shoplifting

Tassajara, and determined that three
men had stolen tools from the store,
with one getting into an altercation
with, and stealing the cellphone of,
an employee who took pictures of
the license plate of the vehicle the
suspects fled in, according to po-
lice. The employee sustained minor
injuries.

Police are seeking information
related to the vehicle, described as
a tan-colored Chevy Trailblazer. The
assailants were described each as
men approximately 30 years old —
one described as a 6 feet tall, 220
pounds of Hispanic descent wearing
a white t-shirt and black pants and
hat, while the two others were each
said to be about 5-foot-9 and 150
pounds of Asian descent wearing
Golden State Warriors jerseys.

It marked the second high-profile
theft incident at the hardware store
near Blackhawk in the past two
weeks.

On Nov. 25, a shoplifting incident
at the same Ace Hardware location
went on to turn into a kidnapping
and carjacking incident, according
to police, when one of the three
shoplifting suspects in that incident
allegedly went on to force himself
into a person’ vehicle at knifepoint
after fleeing the store.

—Jeanita Lyman

e Bay Area seniors are being
warned to avoid wearing expen-
sive jewelry while outside exercis-
ing alone or instead exercise with

another person because thieves may
be on the lookout for more unsus-
pecting victims, San Ramon police
said last week

Two thefts occurred in San Ramon
over the Thanksgiving weekend and
more occurred throughout the Bay
Area, according to police.

An elderly woman was out walk-
ing on Nov. 24 at about 3:30 p.m.
on South Wedgewood Road near
Mosaic Park when a white Mer-
cedes-Benz SUV approached with
two people inside.

A woman in her mid to late 30s
in the rear passenger seat of the SUV
started a conversation with the se-
nior, got out of the vehicle and used
a sleight-of-hand-technique to steal
the senior’s necklace and bracelets.

The younger woman got back in
the SUV and was driven away by a
heavyset man in his 50s.

Another theft in San Ramon in-
volved a senior out walking Nov.
28 at about 12:15 p.m. along Cin-
namon Ridge Road.

A woman in her 30s got out
of a black BMW X3 and started a
conversation with the victim before
stealing her valuable watch using a
sleight-of-hand-technique. The sus-
pect, who had black hair in a pony-
tail, got back in the SUV driven by a
man in his 30s and the pair left the
area.

San Ramon police said the sus-
pects in the two thefts are different.
No one reported being injured. m

—Keith Burbank, BCN

Energy and the Environment
the Environment

Study-Negative Declaration

Planning Commission - S

planning_agenda.asp
e Element Update

Element Update
Housing Commission

for 2022

HIGHLIGHTS

Committee on Ener

and the Environment
Wednesday, December 15, 2021 at 5:00 p.m.
e Select Chair and Vice Chair for 2022 for the Committee on

e Set 2022 Meeting Schedule for the Committee on Energy and

e Review the DRAFT Climate Action Plan 2.0 and DRAFT Initial

Wednesday, December 15, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.

Consistent with State and County Orders regarding the
COVID-19 pandemic this will be a virtual meeting. Instructions
on how to participate and offer comments will be available after
December 8, when the agenda is posted on the City’s website
at: cityofpleasantonca.gov/gov/depts/cd/planning/commission/

Review and provide a recommendation on a list of potential
sites under consideration for future rezoning for residential
development and inclusion in the environmental analysis as part
of the Sites Inventory for the 2023-2031 (6th Cycle) Housing

Thursday, December 16, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.
e Approval of Annual Operating Budget for Ridgeview Commons

To explore more about Pleasanton,

visit us at www.cityofpleasantonca.gov
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Sports

- PLEASANTON

PREPS

By DENNIS MILLER

Complaints mean
no more NCS events at
Foothill stadium, for now

Longtime accessibility issues called out;
district ‘committed to exploring solutions’

When Campolindo walked out of
Foothill with the North Coast Sec-
tion Division II championship on
Nov. 27, the Cougars took not only
the football hardware, but they also
possibly took the hopes of Foothill
to host any NCS events in their
stadium.

Confused? Okay, let me explain.

There is no denying that Foot-
hills facilities for the stadium are
antiquated and in dire need of some
upgrades.

The press box is an accident wait-
ing to happen, and most important-
ly, there is a serious issue with ADA
accessibility for the field that sits

well below the level at which people
enter.

There is a ramp down to the lower
level, but it is by the softball field —
a decent distance from the football
field/stadium.

It has been that way for years,
but no one has complained like the
Campolindo people did to NCS fol-
lowing the game.

I don't believe the Campo com-
plainers wanted the following tor-
nado to hit Foothill — but it has hit
hard and left Foothill hurting.

NCS got the complaints and
promptly sent Foothill track and
field coach Jorge Quero an email that

the NCS Tri-Valley Meet was being
taken from Foothill and that there
would be no other NCS events at the
Foothill stadium until the improve-
ments were made.

That means no NCS events at
Foothill for football, soccer, lacrosse,
and track and field.

That stinks and can potentially be
an issue for a lot of student-athletes.

“We have known there has been
some needs,” Foothill principal Se-
bastian Bull said. “Business Services
(in the Pleasanton Unified School
District) is working with NCS to
meet requirements at least in the
short term.”

PUSD spokesman Patrick Gannon
got back to me Sunday — impres-
sive and appreciated, working on the
weekend — and had the following
statement.

“We've reached out to NCS and are
hopeful to explore some short- and
long-term options,” Gannon said.
“We are aware of the improvements
needing to be made. It is important,
but expensive, work and we are
committed to exploring solutions.”

There are short-term options.

One, and the most obvious, is
paving the dirt path from the end
of the ramp by the softhall field,
alleviating the need to traverse a
bumpy and inconsistent dirt-and-
gravel path.

The Playbook gives

Pleasanton Preps sponsored by

<Zh
PORKY’S
PIZZAPALACE
417-1600
PorkysPizzaPalace.com

Its not a perfect solution, but the
Campo complainers may have done
Foothill a favor, although T seriously
doubt that was their objective.

But what needs to be done is what
benefits the student-athletes. If NCS
can't recognize that, shame on them.

I am fully confident Foothill and
PUSD have the best interests of the
student-athlete in mind. Let us hope
NCS does as well.

Amador boys’ basketball

The Dons hit the road for Rock-
lin and split four games, finishing
fourth in the 16-team tournament.

Amador opened the tournament
facing an aggressive defensive team
in Atwater, with the game going
back and forth until Amador pulled
out a late 52-50 win. Foster Keast
had 17, Tyler Cheng 10 and Colton
Cash nine to lead the Dons.

Game two saw the Dons knock
off Rocklin 56-50. The Dons held
a lead at the half before both teams
exploded in the third quarter, with
Rocklin outscoring Amador 23-21
in the third.

The Amador defense then got
the job done in the fourth quarter
for the win, sending the Dons into
the semifinals. Cheng and Cash had
10 points each. Keast had nine and

GTHE Rose HoTeL

846-8802
RoseHotel.net

Jason Ooi seven in the win.

In the semifinals, Amador met
the highly touted Clovis West
team, with the Dons fighting out
to a 20-18 lead early in the second
quarter.

Then Clovis caught fire and out-
scored the Dons 30-6 the rest of the
quarter for a 48-26 lead at the half.
The lead grew in the second half
with Clovis finishing out with an
84-46 win. Clovis went on to win the
tournament with a 69-43 win over a
good St. Francis team in the finals.

Bryce Osaki, Cheng and Javier
Gros-Suanzes had nine points each
for Amador in the semifinal.

In the third-place place game, the
Dons fell 66-53 to Whitney. Cheng
had 17 and Osaki 14 in the loss.

Foothill boys’ soccer

The Falcons varsity started the
season off Dec. 1 with a 2-0 win
over Castro Valley.

A penalty kick goal from Anthony
Tahir opened the scoring, and a
header late in the game by Ben Har-
bourne sealed the victory. m

Editor’s note: Dennis Miller is a
contributing sports writer for the
Pleasanton Weekly. To contact him
about his Pleasanton Preps column,
email acesmag@aol.com.

you an in-depth look

seat to local
high school

at what's going on
In prep sports.

Every Tuesday, veteran

sports writer Dennis Miller

emails you exclusive
insights into:

= Season and game previews
that tell you what to look for

and what'’s at stake

= Profiles of interesting coaches

and athletes
= Post-game analysis
= Entertaining features
= Local sports trends
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Sign up now at pleasantonweekly.com/express/sports/
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Music

THE VALLEY CONCERT CHORALE
HoupAy CONCERT The Tri-Valley’s
premier chorus for over 50 years
returns to live performances for the
holiday concert “Carols, Glorias
and Lullabies”. From traditional
carols to familiar choruses, the
concerts will set a holiday mood of
comfort and joy. 7:30 p.m., Dec.
10-11. Visit valleyconcertchorale.
org. First Presbyterian Church 2020
Fifth St., Livermore.

CANTABELLA CHILDREN’S CHORUS
Revolving around the theme “Silent
Night, Jubilant Night,” the concert
repertoire includes a variety of
Christmas medleys infused with
holiday cheer. 1 & 4 p.m., Dec. 11,
Valley Community Church, 4455
Del Valle Pkwy., Pleasanton. Visit
cantabella.org/concert.

A VERY “FoLLIES” HOLIDAY Join
The Golden Follies at the Firehouse
Arts Center as these talented

and energetic senior performers
brighten the holiday season with
lively choreography, heartwarming
music, reindeers, snowflakes

and more. 2 p.m., Dec. 11. Visit
firehousearts.org.

VALLEY DANCE THEATRE PRESENTS
THE NUTCRACKER Experience the
magic of the Nutcracker as this
annual Tri-Valley holiday event
enchants audiences of all ages,
bringing Tchaikovsky’s well-known
music and ballet to life with
elegance and beauty. Bankhead
Theater, Dec. 11-12 & 17-19. Visit
livermorearts.org.

HOLIDAY JAZZ JUBILEE FOR SENIORS
LARPD is offering a very special
holiday event for the 50+ crowd,
welcoming the Magnolia Jazz Band
to perform renditions of upbeat
holiday classics. 1:30-3:30 p.m.,
Dec. 15. $10R/$12NR. Visit larpd.
org.

SAN RAMON SYMPHONIC BAND -
HouibAY WINDs Kick off the festive
holiday season with the San Ramon
Symphonic Band comprised of over
35 talented musicians. 7 p.m., Dec.
17. Dougherty Valley Performing
Arts Center. Visit tickets.sanramon.
ca.gov.

A FUNKY AND SOULFUL CHRISTMAS
Jeff Bordes & Friends return to

the Firehouse Arts Center for their
Annual Holiday Celebration, a fun,
funky & soulful twist on Christmas
favorites with a nod of Santa’s hat
to New Orleans. 8 p.m., Dec. 18.
Visit firehousearts.org.

NOCHEBUENA: CHRISTMAS EVE

IN MEXIcO An all-star cast of
music and dance in a dazzling
presentation of the traditions
and customs celebrated by the
people in Mexico during the
Christmas season. 7:30 p.m.,
Dec. 20, Bankhead Theater. Visit
livermorearts.org.

For The
Holidays

PHOTOS WITH SANTA AT
STONERIDGE The ultimate holiday

tradition is back: Photos with
Santa at Stoneridge Shopping
Center. Now through Dec. 24. For
reservations visit simon.com.

VisITs WITH SANTA AT CITY
CENTER BisHOP RANCH Santa

has been fully vaccinated and
little guests will have their own
special bench next to Santa’s
throne. 12-4 p.m., Saturdays and
Sundays, through Dec. 19.

WIDMER WORLD Presented by

the Widmer family in Pleasanton,
organizers are creating new scenes
and lighting for the display. The
show at 3671 Chelsea Court,
Pleasanton runs through Jan. 5.
Visit widmer-world.com.

DEACON DAVE’S IN LIVERMORE
The 38th Annual “Deacon Dave’s
Christmas Display” is open until
Jan. 1. Visit casadelpomba.com.

SPIRIT AND SWEATER STROLL
2021 Visit, sip, stroll and shop in
your ugliest Christmas sweater at
over 14 downtown locations 5-8
p.m., Dec. 11. Tickets $45. Visit
pleasantondowntown.net/event/
details/541.

RAVENSWOOD VICTORIAN YULETIDE
Join this historical site for a holiday
tradition of Victorian Christmas
decorations, Docent tours, a holiday
gift shop and more. Free admission
for all ages. 12-4 p.m., Dec. 12. 2647
Arroyo Rd., Livermore.

ORNAMENT MAKING Make ornaments
out of trees with Ranger Doug at
Sycamore Grove Park. All supplies
provided. $10. Register at larpd.org.
2 p.m., Dec. 19. 5035 Arroyo Rd.,
Livermore.

THE GREAT YULE LOG HUNT Join
Ranger Eric for the 26th annual
hunt for the fabled Yule Log. Gather
around the fire to make a Yule log to
take home. RSVP to 925-960-2400.
2 p.m., Dec. 18. Sycamore Grove
Park, 5035 Arroyo Rd., Livermore.

Talks

LIVERMORE-AMADOR
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY This

talk introduces the wealth of
information found in birth,
marriage, and death records.
Learn how to obtain vital records
created at the various levels of

PET OF THE WEEK
e i

PRV

EAST BAY SPA

the U.S. government. 7-8:30 p.m.,
Dec. 13. Visit |-ags.org.

WRITERS CLUB-TRI VALLEY
BRANCH Audience submissions
will demonstrate how audiobook
specialists communicate the
writer’s vision in, “He Said, She
Said. We Said.” RSVP by Dec. 15.
Visit trivalleywriters.org. Event

2 p.m., Dec. 18, Four Points by
Sheraton, Pleasanton.

LivING ROOM CONVERSATION ON
FORGIVENESS Livermore Public
Library hosts its third Living
Room Conversation, a virtual
guided interactive community
discussion on forgiveness.
Space is limited and registration
required. 7-8:30 p.m., Dec. 21.
To register call 925-373-5505.

Exhibits

ITALIAN MOSAIC AT THE
BANKHEAD THEATER The
Bankhead presents, The 50 Faces
Collection Italian Mosaic. The
public is invited to experience
this free remarkable exhibit

1-5 p.m., Thursdays through
Sundays, through Jan 16. 2400
First St.

Support
Groups

FAMILY CAREGIVER SUPPORT
GRoups For those looking for
support and information on how
to to cope with an adult loved
one’s mental illness, NAMI Tri-
Valley offers a twice-monthly
Family Support Group that is free
with no registration required.
Contact marsha@nami-trivalley.
org or call 980-5331. Visit nami-
trivalley.org. 7-8:30, Dec 13.

Veterans

VETERANS MEET WITH THE VA
The Veterans Affairs Palo Alto
Healthcare System’s Mobile
Medical Team will provide
examinations, consultations,
referrals, and flu shots for
registered veterans. Drop-in, no
appointments needed. 10 a.m.-1
p.m., Dec. 20. Pleasanton Library,
400 Old Bernal Ave.

Howdy there

My name is Dallas and I’'m the
sheriff in these here parts. I've
got a question for you ... want
to get more exercise? If so, you
will be happy to know that
Action is my middle name. My
favorite hobby is to go on walks
and patrol the town. | need to
be the only sheriff in town. But
I am all about yee haws and
good times. If | sound like your
type of dog, then schedule an
appointment to meet me at the
East Bay SPCA in Dublin and we
can ride off into the sunset. My
adoption fee is waived during
Home for the Holidays!

Seniors

TecH TUTORING FOR SENIORS One
hour, one-on-one tutoring sessions
are available at the Pleasanton
Senior Center. 10-11 a.m., Dec.
13. Bring a device to the tutoring
session and call 925-931-5365 to
register.

PERSONAL TECHNOLOGY USERS
GRouP (PTUG) The PTUG is for
seniors and includes discussions,
lectures, demonstrations and a
question/answer period. 10 a.m.,
Dec.16. Email pleasenior@gmail.
com.

TuUESDAY TALKS WITH FRIENDS
Join for a weekly Zoom chat
every Tuesday at 11 a.m. with the
Pleasanton Senior Center. For
more details and to sign up to
receive the zoom link, call 925-
931-5365.

MEALS ON WHEELS Meals on
Wheels provides home delivered

meals for seniors 60+. Call 925-
931-5385 for more information.

Government

PLEASANTON HOUSING COMMISSION
MEETING The Pleasanton

Housing Commission meets via
teleconference 7 p.m., Dec. 16.
Visit cityofpleasantonca.gov.

LiveRMORE CiTY COUNCIL The
Livermore City Council meets
the second and fourth Monday
of the month. The next meeting
is scheduled for 7 p.m., Dec.
13. For more information visit
cityoflivermore.net.

LIVERMORE VALLEY JOINT UNIFIED
ScHooL DistricT The Regular
Board Meeting will be conducted
via Zoom Webinar and members
of the public are encouraged to
observe and participate remotely.
The next meeting is scheduled
for 7 p.m., Dec. 14. Visit
livermoreschools.org.

Public Notices

995 Fictitious Name

Statement

YING YING SUN; WHITE LOTUS SPA
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 583850

The following person doing business as:
YING YING SUN; WHITE LOTUS SPA, 2827
Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, CA 94588,
County of Alameda, is hereby registered

by the following owner: Kathleen’s Beauty
Company, 111 West 3rd Avenue, Apt. 204,
San Mateo, CA 94402, CALIFORNIA. This
business is conducted by Kathleen's Beauty
Company, a Corporation. Registrant began
transacting business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed herein October 13,
2021. Signature of Registrant: Ying Ying Sun,
President. This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on October 21,
2021.(Pleasanton Weekly, November 19, 26,
December 3, 10, 2021,

Neighborhood Sports Bar & Kitchen
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

File No.: 584367

The following person doing business as:
Neighborhood Sports Bar & Kitchen, 234
Main Street, Suite B, Pleasanton, CA 94566,
County of Alameda, is hereby registered by
the following owner, Scott M. Larson, LLC,
3614 Carlsbad Way, Pleasanton, CA, 94588,
CALIFORNIA. This business is conducted

by Scott M. Larson, LLC, a Limited Liability
Company. Registrant began transacting
business under the fictitious business name
listed herein November 1, 2021. Signature of
Registrant: Scott M. Larson, LLC, Member. This
statement was filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on November 15, 2021. (Pleasanton
Weekly, December 3, 10, 17, 24, 2021.)

Clean Sweep

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 584368

The following person doing business as:
Clean Sweep, 4175 First Street, Livermore,
CA 94551, County of Alameda, is hereby
registered by the following owner: Scott
Larson, 3614 Carlsbad Way, Pleasanton,
CA 94588, CALIFORNIA. This business is
conducted by Scott Larson, an Individual.
Registrant has not yet begun to transact
business under the fictitious business
name listed herein. Signature of Registrant:
Scott Larson, Manager. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of Alameda on
November 15, 2021. (Pleasanton Weekly,
December 3, 10, 17, 24, 2021.)

997 All Other Legals

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE
OF: SAI MUI LEONG aka KWOK KEUNG
WONG, WINKY WONG

Case No.: RP21117751 To all heirs,
beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors,
and persons who may otherwise be

interested in the will or estate, or both, of SAI
MUI LEONG also known as KIWOK KEUNG
WONG, WINKY WONG. A Petition for Probate
has been filed by: KWOK KEUNG WONG in
the Superior Court of California, County of
Alameda. The Petition for Probate requests
that: KWOK KEUNG WONG be appointed as
personal representative to administer the
estate of the decedent. The petition requests
authority to administer the estate under

the Independent Administration of Estates
Act. (This authority will allow the personal
representative to take many actions without
obtaining court approval. Before taking
certain very important actions, however,

the personal representative will be required
to give notice to interested persons unless
they have waived notice or consented to
the proposed action.) The independent
administration authority will be granted
unless an interested person files an objection
to the petition and shows good cause why
the court should not grant the authority.

A HEARING on the petition will be held on
January 5, 2022, at 2:00 p.m. in Dept.: 201

of the Superior Court of California, County
of Alameda, located at 2120 Martin Luther
King Jr. Way, Berkeley, CA 94704. If you
object to the granting of the petition, you
should appear at the hearing and state your
objections or file written objections with the
court before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney. If you
are a creditor or a contingent creditor of

the decedent, you must file your claim with
the court and mail a copy to the personal
representative appointed by the court within
the later of either (1) four months from the
date of first issuance of letters to a general
personal representative, as defined in section
58 (b) of the California Probate Code, or (2)
60 days from the date of mailing or personal
delivery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code. Other
California statutes and legal authority may
affect your rights as a creditor. You may want
to consult with an attorney knowledgeable
in California law. You may examine the

file kept by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special Notice (form
DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or
account as provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice form is
available from the court clerk. Attorney for
Petitioner: Kwok Keung Wong, 5228 Ferrera
Court, Pleasanton, CA 94588 (925) 399-9225,
Pro-Per. (Pleasanton Weekly, 10, 17, 24, 2021,

Call (925) 600-0840
for assistance with your
legal advertising needs.

E-mail: gchannell@
pleasantonweekly.com
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Real Estate

OPEN HOME GUIDE AND REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

HOME SALES

This week’s data represents homes sold during
Sept. 13-17 for Pleasanton, Livermore and Dublin,
and Nov. 1-5 for San Ramon.

Pleasanton

4241 Bevilacqua Court T. & . Spruill to M.
Alexander for $1,940,000

251 Birch Creek Drive Cote Trust to S. & B.
Mondal for $1,200,000

3239 Burgundy Drive K. Friesen to G. &]J.
Kasinathan for $1,435,000

3656 Carlsbad Way Fink Living Trust to H. &J.
Lee for $1,150,000

1632 Cindy Way Lester Family Trust to V. & V.
Thirunaukkarasu for $2,470,000

4421 Comanche Way A. Hunter to J. &]. Bae for
$750,000

6802 Corte Nuevo Desisto Living Trust to S. & S.
Mandil for $1,620,000

3923 Fairlands Drive W & N Kelley Trust to
Yu-Wong Family Trust for $1,300,000

582 Hamilton Way S. Majumder to J. &]J.
Sampson for $1,665,000

6444 Hansen Drive S. & R. Lindley to K. & T. Ha
for $1,800,000

5165 Independence Drive K. & R. Curry to A. &
S. Muntimadugu for $2,200,000

863 Kolln Street Everett Family Trust to Mulpuri
Family Trust for $1,385,000

708 Montevino Drive Garcia Trust to G. & M.
Deshmukh for $2,191,000

3819 Promenade Way M. & B. Nance to K. & K.
Jairaj for $1,350,000

4150 Rennellwood Way Hedge Trust to Y. & G.
Carlucci for $1,049,000

2301 East Ruby Hill Drive Yoo Family Trust to Y.
&Y. Zhang for $3,510,000

7905 Spyglass Court Comstock Trust to Ho
Trust for $1,690,000

2420 Tapestry Way R. & R. Pahwa to Kumar
Family Trust for $1,610,000

2261 Via Espada C. Seal to E. & C. Lillie for
$1,785,000

2857 Whitney Drive Rkc323 Trust to L. & N. Xu
for $1,332,000

133 Wild Flower Lane S. Yim to S. & S. Tiwari
for $1,065,000

3413 Zion Canyon Court D. & ). Gilbreth to A. &
S. Chauhan for $1,300,000

Livermore

4753 Apple Tree Common E. & P. Denney to B.
& M. Maclaren for $755,000

1872 Autumn Oak Drive Wallace Trust to A.
Lechner for $710,000

1135 Bannock Street S. Dovey to W. &S.
Godfrey for $860,000

810 Barney Common Flyhomes Investments Ca
LLC to D. & T. Mosqueda for $1,325,000

1161 Big Basin Road D. Feole to S. & V. Gupta
for $1,030,000

1330 Bluebell Drive Danielsen Family Trust to E.
& D. Bettencourt for $680,000

5501 Bridgeport Circle B. & V. Banas to T. & E.
Nunes for $1,105,000

6685 Brookdale Court D. & T. Toorani to A. & L.

Cheng for $1,115,000

1053 Catalina Drive D. &J. Martinez to A. & M.
lyer for $819,000

476 Colusa Way Maciel Trust to B. Yee for
$985,000

547 Escondido Circle J. Hernandez to F. & P.
Smith for $1,616,000

85 Fawn Drive S. Muthusamy to B. & V.
Chandrasekhar for $1,385,000

212 Garden Common L. Debrito to M. & R. Petit
for $700,000

1953 Hall Circle D. & C. Izadipour to H. & D.
Nelson for $1,610,000

656 Jensen Street T. & M. Braun to B. Nakayama
for $815,000

2955 Kennedy Street Lcs Ventures | LLC to K. &
M. Rulifson for $737,000

4797 Kimberley Common Ransom Family Trust
to A. & A. Garcia for $840,000

643 North L Street M. Kentgen to P. & M.
Hwang for $1,180,000

2624 Livorno Street Quane Trust to K. & C.
Mendez for $1,975,000

645 Loyola Way Flyhomes Investments Ca LLC to
Y. & W. Guan for $1,250,000

3896 Macgregor Common Dorn Family Trust to
S. Bolaris for $910,000

3688 Madeira Way Roberts Trust to G. & A.
Wolf for $745,000

1029 Madison Avenue H. Policar to A. & G.
Walia for $871,000

968 Marylin Avenue Ghofranian Living Trust to
M. Singh for $735,000

1848 Meadow Glen Drive Penna Trust to J. & D.
Tran for $1,225,000

885 Mendenhall Drive Brothers Family Trust to
S. & R. Busa for $1,640,000

Source: California REsource

Editor’s note: The full list of Home Sales
reported in Pleasanton, Livermore, Dublin,
Sunol and San Ramon during this period can
be found with the online version of this story
at PleasantonWeekly.com.

SALES AT A GLANCE

Pleasanton (Sept. 13-17)
Total sales reported: 22

Lowest sale reported: $750,000
Highest sale reported: $3,510,000
Average sales reported: $1,522,500

Livermore (Sept. 13-17)
Total sales reported: 38

Lowest sale reported: $450,000
Highest sale reported: $2,175,000
Average sales reported: $930,000

Dublin (sept. 13-17)
Total sales reported: 27

Lowest sale reported: $480,000
Highest sale reported: $2,600,000
Average sales reported: $1,325,000

San Ramon (Nov. 1-5)

Total sales reported: 32

Lowest sale reported: $450,000
Highest sale reported: $2,400,000
Average sales reported: $1,350,500

Source: California REsource

THINKING ABOUT SELLING YOUR HOUSE?

Visit arriveREgroup.com/30DayGuide for my

FREE 30-Day Guide to Preparing

il

Your Ho

me f__or Market.

MY PLEASANTON PERFORMANCE SPEAKS FOR ITSELF, AVERAGING:

110%

4

KATIE MOE

DAYS ON MARKET

FOUNDING PARTNER | REALTOR®
925.216.9083 | DRE #0150786
katie@arriveregroup.com
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ARMARIO HOMES

TRI-VALLEY LUXURY REALTY

SPECIAL HOLIDAY
LISTING OFFER!

Why sell your home during the Winter season?

Inventory is low! While other Sellers wait to put their home on
the market until Spring, listing your property now will ensure
low competition. As a result, you will receive more competitive

offers than listing your home in the Spring or Summer.

Call us today for a special Holiday Listing offer:
(925) 302-2626

'f’,.a..-_ .' ;
JUST LISTED $949,000 SOLD $1,700,000 SOLD $1,880,000
1254 S LA SERA LANE, MOUNTAIN HOUSE 4408 1ST STREET, PLEASANTON 1072 RIESLING DRIVE, PLEASANTON

"

s S

SOLD $2,370,000 SOLD $1,175,000 SOLD $3,250,000
530 DOLORES PLACE, PLEASANTON 473 HUNTINGTON WAY, LIVERMORE 885 BRICCO COURT, RUBY HILL, PLEASANTON

KELLERWILLIAMS

AXuwy

INTERMNATIONAL

THE ARMARIO HOMES ADVANTAGE

900+ S130M 35 Years #1 In Real

Families Closed Sales Local Estate:
Assisted 2020 Experience QOur Clients

DeAnna Armario | 925.694.0806
Brianna Armario | 925.694.0802

DRE# 01363180 | DRE# 01967027
Broker DRE# 02065804
459 Main Street, Pleasanton

Call our Team for unparalleled Real Estate services: (925) 302-2626 www.ArmarioHomes.com
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Happy
Holidays!

WISHING YOU AND YOURS

A PEACEFUL HOLIDAY SEASON.
FOLLOW OUR STRIDE AT
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VENEMA HOMES

EXPERIENCE * E X E E oL -E -N'E€VE

Pleasanton Real Estate Prodigy

337 Yearling Court, Pleasanton 1034 Germano Way, Pleasanton

—

Receved MultipleOffers Over List Price. 753‘1@1'01’35505_,00 Overdist Pri fiReceived Multiple Offers Over List Price
Sold at $4.,850,000 T TSoldat$4.200; 'SO( 053,948,000

Received Multiple Offers Over List Price \ Sold for $35ﬁ)000\ ,
Sold at $3.930.000 1 at $2 4600005~ Sold at $1,920,000 B

EEKLY

Pleasanton native and Amador High grad, Alexis Venema, is a Real Estate natural.
After graduating from USD, she joined her mother, Liz Venema, in the business of
real estate. She has since proven to be a talented realtor, earning the Keller-Williams
- Tri-Valley award for Rookie of the Year 2020. She regularly lists Luxury Homes in
- West Pleasanton and Ruby Hill, and this year alone, has sold more than $40 million!

AL%%%IEQ?ZESTEMA Alexis goes above and beyond and serves as a listing and buying agent all over the
Alexis@VenemaHomes.com 580 and 680 corridor.

Talk, Text, or Zoom - Lets Connect!

oy ) fenema VI
VENESZ’N%HOMES TEAM

VenemaHomes.com | Liz@VenemaHomes.com | 925.413.6544 | 660 Main Street, Pleasanton | DRE# 01922957
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