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The Parkview provides a resident-centered lifestyle that offers more than just supportive 
living. With assisted living and memory care services and a full array of life enrichment 
programs and opportunities for social connection, you and your loved ones will  
discover why The Parkview in Pleasanton is senior living at its finest.

Discover The Parkview. Connect with an advisor today!

An Managed Community

The Parkview
Assisted Living and Memory Care

925-398-3933  |  theparkview.org

License #015601283

Stay Social. Stay Engaged.  
Stay Connected.
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Meet Ms. February.
Alison Akin had her 

collage, “Healing Spirit 
Paintress,” chosen to enhance the 
second month of the year in a 2021 
calendar created by CURE Media 
Group, which publishes cancer re-
search updates.

Alison, who lives in Livermore, 
came head-to-head with the disease 
when her mother battled colon can-
cer, which moved into her liver, and 
died in 2003. Alison, then 43, an 
only child, took care of mom with 
her stepdad.

“She was such a trooper,” Alison 
recalled. “All the other patients loved 
her.”

Then, in 2016, her stepdad died 
of brain cancer.

“It was a 5-1/2-week experience 
and very intense,” Alison said.

During these struggles, Alison 
discovered CURE magazine, which 
reaches more than 1 million pa-
tients, survivors and caregivers.

Then a couple of years ago Alison 
retired after 32 years with Apple and 
decided it was time to get back to 
her art and painting.

“I did graphic design and illustrat-
ing in college but for a pretty long 
time I was working and raising my 
kids — I have two adult children 
and three grandchildren,” she said. 
“Now my art is all I do.”

She especially enjoys collages, and 
has joined an international mixed 
media group headquartered in the 
Netherlands that posts challenges 
for its members, cluing them what 
to add to their canvases.

“We’ve all become great friends,” 
Alison said.

The CURE Calendar Contest, in 
its second year, draws entries from 
across the country in a variety of 
media including painting, photogra-
phy and sculpture.

Alison’s collage uses acrylics, glass 
beads, embroidery thread for grass, 
tissue paper, 3D butterflies and Ti-
betan flags, ink, blue tule and gold 

leaf. The “Healing Spirit Paintress” 
girl is filled with love, optimism and 
the belief that art can help relax and 
heal those dealing with hardship.

“It was very cleansing to do this. 
Painting is an incredible way to 
help you get through things,” Alison 
said, adding with a laugh, “It is also 
great when you are not trying to get 
through things.”

Alison noted she comes from 
a long line of artists. Her great-
grandfather, who immigrated from 
Ireland, painted ceilings and did 
stained glass in San Francisco. Her 
grandfather did cartooning for fun, 
and her mother was an oil painter.

“When I was little, my father 
wound up pretty sick with heart 
problems and passed away at 35. 
Then my mother painted up a 
storm,” Alison remembered. “She 
did a lot of seascapes.”

“Looking at this painting I did, it 
is reflective of what she did when 
she was trying to process the loss,” 
Alison added. “It is a way to try to 
get in the moment, to help you get 
through the hard stuff.”

The CURE Calendar Contest at-
tracted 121 entries this year. Staff 
members did the judging, choosing 
the art they felt best represented 
the creativity that can be found in 
the cancer experience. They viewed 
each entry not only as a therapeutic 
outlet for the artists but also some-
thing that could inspire those who 
view it.

The calendar is not available for 
sale although copies are sent to 
each artist, but the website (www.
curetoday.com) displays all the art 
submitted.

Alison was touched that her col-
lage was chosen for the calendar.

“I was really ecstatic, especially 
given what it is about,” she said. 

Editor’s note: Dolores Fox Ciardelli is 
Tri-Valley Life editor for the Pleasanton 

Weekly. Her column, “Valley Views,” 
appears in the paper on the second and 

fourth Fridays of the month.

VALLEY VIEWS
BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

About the Cover
The Pleasanton City Council approved new plans for the redesign of the Public 
Storage property at 3716 Stanley Blvd., a 3-1 decision on Dec. 15 that went 
slightly against staff recommendations and the Planning Commission. Photo 
by Mike Sedlak. Cover design by Doug Young.
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Livermore 
artist Alison 
Akin’s 
collage was 
among 12 
winners in 
the CURE 
Calendar 
Contest.

Help support local families and 
children in our community

DONATE TODAY  
PleasantonWeekly.com/holiday_fund
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Holiday Fund
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Streetwise
ASKED AROUND TOWN

Would you rather be the boss, or have a boss?
Mike Lewis
Small business owner 

I much prefer to be my own boss because when I had 
a boss, I would see all sorts of inefficiencies in various 
systems — and much to my dismay, they would never 
be corrected. That really irritated me.

Jack Sabin
Postal worker 

Well, I’ve been the boss, and I’ve had a boss. Having 
had both experiences, I can honestly say that so long 
as I have a decent boss, I prefer having a boss. I tend 
to worry a lot about work matters, so when the buck 
stopped with me, I felt like I had the weight of the 
world on my shoulders. It is a relief to not have to 
feel that way anymore, and to just be responsible for 
doing my job as best as I can.

Taylor Grimes
Resources engineer

It’s hard to say because I have a really great boss who 
listens to my ideas, values my opinions and allows me 
a great deal of latitude in my work. If I had a different 
kind of boss, who was constantly micromanaging my 
every move and insisting I do things his particular way, 
I would definitely prefer to be the boss than have a 
boss.

Amanda Mason
Legal intake professional 

I would prefer to be my own boss because although it 
comes with more stress and responsibility, the rewards 
of making my own rules and schedule, and likely a 
higher income, could be well worth it.

Susan Greene
Interior designer

I love being my own boss because it allows me to 
exercise my own unique creativity without being 
influenced or edited by a supervisor. I function best 
and do my best work without any of that kind of 
interference.

Have a Streetwise question? Email editor@PleasantonWeekly.com

The Pleasanton Weekly is published every Friday by Embarcadero Media, 5506 Sunol Blvd., Suite 203, Pleasanton, 
CA 94566; (925) 600-0840. Mailed at Periodicals Postage Rate, USPS 020407. The Weekly is mailed upon request to 
homes and apartments in Pleasanton. Print subscriptions for businesses or residents of other communities are $60 
per year or $100 for two years. Go to PleasantonWeekly.com to sign up and for more information.  
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Pleasanton Weekly,  
5506 Sunol Blvd., Suite 203, Pleasanton, CA 94566. ©2021 by Embarcadero Media.  
All rights reserved. Reproduction without permission is strictly prohibited.

— Compiled by Nancy and Jeff Lewis

As we celebrate our 20th anniversary as the Tri-Valley’s most trusted news 
source, we also look ahead to sustaining our award-winning journalism 
in the decades to come.

With local retail advertising steadily declining around the nation, the future 
of local journalism is in the hands of our readers. Only with your direct 
support as a subscribing member can we retain our professional journalists 
and continue to provide insightful and engaging coverage of the community.

Please join your neighbors and friends in keeping strong 
journalism alive in your community. 

For just $10 a month, or 33 cents a day, you can do your part to ensure that a free and responsible press continues 
to hold institutions accountable.

Learn more and sign up for membership at pleasantonweekly.com/join

What is local journalism worth to you?

DanvilleSan Ramon.com
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Newsfront
Chaos in D.C.
 The Tri-Valley’s U.S. Reps. 
Eric Swalwell (D-Livermore) and 
Mark DeSaulnier (D-Concord) 
were among hundreds of legis-
lators forced to flee the House 
floor on Wednesday as thousands 
of rioters supporting President 
Donald Trump stormed the U.S. 
Capitol in Washington, D.C. as 
both houses of Congress met to 
certify the Electoral College votes.
 “Thank you to everyone who 
has checked in. I am safe and my 
staff are safe. I’m grateful to the 
men and women of the Capitol 
Police,” Swalwell posted on his 
Twitter. “Terrorists will not stop 
democracy. (Joe Biden) is going 
to be the next president. Soon, 
Congress will resume its duty of 
certifying the election.”
 Both legislators were reported 
to be safe in the afternoon. The 
situation in the nation’s capital 
was still very much fluid as the 
Weekly went to press on Wednes-
day afternoon. For continuing 
coverage, you can visit the Week-
ly’s website or your preferred na-
tional news outlet. 

Suspicious death
 Livermore police detectives 
are investigating the death of a 
resident inside a home on the 
west side of town Monday as 
suspicious.
 Sgt. Steve Goard confirmed the 
incident but said few details could 
be made public because of the ac-
tive nature of the investigation.
 The situation unfolded after 
police received a call around 
12:30 p.m. Monday about a per-
son down inside of a residence 
on the 1200 block of Geneve 
Court, according to Goard. The 
neighborhood is near the Portola 
Avenue-Murrieta Boulevard inter-
section, not far from Al Caffodio 
Park.
 Additional details including the 
identity of the victim, the cause of 
their death and the circumstances 
of the original call had not been 
revealed publicly as of press time 
Wednesday.
 “LPD detectives are actively in-
vestigating the case and following 
up on information learned so far,” 
Goard told the Weekly. 

Food distribution
 Two Alameda County Com-
munity Food Bank distribution 
sites are now available in Pleas-
anton on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days for Tri-Valley residents in 
need: 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
Muslim Community Center East 
Bay (5724 W. Las Positas Blvd., 
No. 300) and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
the Alameda County Fairgrounds 
(4501 Pleasanton Ave., Gate 8).
 Officials advise participants 
at the drive-thru sites to keep 
their car windows up, follow the 
cones, answer the intake ques-
tions and open their car trunk 
so food can be placed in their 
vehicle contact-free. 

DIGEST

BY JEREMY WALSH

 The Public Storage facility on 
Stanley Boulevard is on its way to 
getting a major overhaul after the 
Pleasanton City Council approved 
the final redesign plans following 
an at times testy public debate late 
last month.
 The three-hour hearing on Dec. 
15, which focused primarily on the 
new three-story storage building 
being added toward the backside 
of the property and the affordable 
housing fee being charged to the 
owner for redeveloping the site, 
was the first significant action item 
for the revamped council whose 
newly elected members were sworn 

in earlier that night.
 A first test for the new council, 
the Public Storage project had been 
called up for review one month 
earlier at the request of now-Vice 
Mayor Julie Testa, who would 
openly criticize the version of the 
plans approved by the Planning 
Commission but strongly support 
the final designs revised by the 
developer days before the council 
meeting.
 “I’m very pleased with the 
changes that have happened, and 
how rapidly it was done. And I’m 
very appreciative of that because 
I do not believe this project, a 
couple of weeks ago, was what 

our community deserved, what our 
residents deserved,” Testa said.
 Councilwoman Kathy Narum, 
the lone dissenting voice in the 
3-1 vote on the plans, specifically 
objected to the revised pitched 
roof design for the new buildings 
instead of flat top look more com-
mon for industrial facilities. But she 
also raised concerns about how the 
redesign process played out.
 “It’s an industrial area, and I 
think we’re trying to make some-
thing into mixed-use (transitional), 
when it’s industrial,” Narum said, 
later adding: “I do have some con-
cern about the public process. I 
feel like this design was done much 

without public input ... I’m not 
sure that this is good government. 
It doesn’t feel transparent, quite 
frankly.”
 Testa later explained that she 
spoke with the developer at their 
request after she called for council 
review of the project, and “I cer-
tainly wasn’t planning to plan a 
project, but the applicant asked me 
what my concerns were and I did 
share.”  
 Narum and Testa also found 
themselves on opposing ends in the 
debate on the affordable housing 
fee before Testa ultimately joined 

City OKs Public Storage redesign
Redevelopment project proves intriguing test case for new Pleasanton City Council

ACE operator 
to manage 
Valley Link 

service
Tracy’s Vargas named 

board chair for 
Regional Rail Authority

BY JULIA BAUM

 The future Valley Link commuter 
light rail line will be managed by 
the same operator as the Altamont 
Corridor Express train service after 
the Tri-Valley/San Joaquin Valley 
Regional Rail Authority and San 
Joaquin Regional Rail Commission 
(SJRRC) reached an agreement last 
month.
 Calling the deal “advantageous 
for the Valley Link project,” the 
Regional Rail Authority Board of 
Directors voted unanimously at its 
December meeting to task SJRRC 
— ACE’s governing body — with 
managing the operation of future 
Valley Link service between the Tri-
Valley and San Joaquin Valley. 
 Officials cited SJRRC’s “exem-
plary safety record in managing 
the operations of both the ACE 
commuter rail service for over 20 
years and the Amtrak San Joaquins 
for over seven years” among their 
reasons for supporting the memo-
randum of understanding.
 Under the terms of the memoran-
dum of understanding, the Region-
al Rail Authority board will remain 
owner of Valley Link service and be 
responsible for “all governance and 
project funding, policies, planning, 
development, implementation and 
service decisions.” 
 Outgoing board chair Scott 

BY JULIA BAUM

 The Alameda County Fire De-
partment marked the start of 
construction on its new Regional 
Training Center in Dublin with 
a groundbreaking ceremony just 
before Christmas.
 Located next to the exist-
ing Fire Station 17 on Gleason 
Drive, the future facility will 
replace ACFD’s current spot — 
which is more than 50 years old 
— with a “safer and more up-
graded training center in order 
to ensure our county firefighters 
have the ability to prepare for 

real-life emergency scenarios,” 
department officials said in a 
statement.
 “The possibilities for the train-
ing site are endless, including 
collaborative exercise opportu-
nities with partnering and adja-
cent agencies, and keeping our 
members prepared to respond to 
any incident to protect the com-
munities we serve,” ACFD Fire 
Chief William McDonald said.
 Firefighters will train on site 
for various scenarios involv-
ing the types of buildings they 
are likely to encounter in the 

real world, including climbing 
multiple flights of stairs, using 
ladders, cutting into roofs, and 
going into trenches or under-
ground vaults to simulate rescu-
ing people. 
 A 7,500-square-foot training 
building with two classrooms, 
an office, storage, exercise fa-
cilities, restrooms and locker 
rooms is planned, as well as 
a 6,500-square-foot, five-story 
tower.
 The tower will have simulation 

ACFD breaks ground on new 
training center in Dublin
Project includes 5-story tower for rescue simulations

ACFD

Alameda County officials, including outgoing Supervisor Scott Haggerty (center), attend the ceremonial 
groundbreaking of the new ACFD Regional Training Center in Dublin.

See PUBLIC STORAGE on Page 10

See FIRE TRAINING on Page 6 See VALLEY LINK on Page 6
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NEWSFRONT

 Robert Doyle, general manager 
of the East Bay Regional Park Dis-
trict for the past decade and a 
fixture at the district for more than 
four decades, retired last week. 
 Doyle, who started with the park 
district as a park ranger in 1973, is 
credited with being instrumental 
— in various positions within the 
district — in the preservation of 
tens of thousands of acres in urban 
areas for habitat preservation and 
recreation; for helping create the 
district’s regional trail system, in-
cluding 200 miles of new regional 
trails; and expansion of parks in 
urban areas for multicultural com-
munities, including increasing pri-
vate fundraising for Regional Parks 
Foundation programs that help 
connect youth from underserved 
communities to nature. 
 “Preserving land for parks on 
a large landscape scale has been 
something I’ve been passionate 
about and is worth fighting for,” 
Doyle said in a statement released 
by the park district. 
 The park district, comprising 
nearly 125,000 acres in 73 parks in 
Alameda and Contra Costa coun-
ties, and more than 1,250 miles of 
trails, more than doubled in acre-
age during Doyle’s 47 years with 
the district.

 “Bob lives conservation,” Seth 
Adams, conservation director 
of Save Mount Diablo, said in a 
statement.
 Save Mount Diablo is a Wal-
nut Creek-based land trust and 
conservation organization working 
to preserve land on and around 
Mount Diablo (Doyle was one of 
the founding board members of 
Save Mount Diablo in 1971).
 “John Muir is the East Bay’s most 
famous conservationist, but much 
of his work was elsewhere ... Bob 
Doyle has been the most effective 
environmentalist in the history of 
the East Bay, with a greater positive 

impact on the physical geography 
than any other individual,” Adams 
said.
 Diane Burgis, a Contra Costa 
County supervisor and a former 
EBRPD board member, said Doyle 
started out as an “activist to the 
core” and later became a “diplomat 
with an activist’s heart” who was 
able to make things happen.
 “He was key to getting a lot 
of different (tax) measures passed 
that helped fund protecting open 
space, “ Burgis said in an interview, 
“and working to help get legislation 
passed that enabled saving open 
space.”

 A key moment for Doyle was 
in 1979, when then-GM Richard 
Trudeau tapped him to head up 
creation of a regional trail sys-
tem connecting its parks. Today, 
those regional trails — including 
the 13.5-mile Contra Costa Canal 
Regional Trail, the 26-mile Iron 
Horse Regional Trail and several 
sections of the San Francisco Bay 
Trail along San Francisco Bay — 
offer not only recreation, but also 
environmentally friendly modes of 
transportation for getting to work, 
school or shopping.
 Other significant milestones dur-
ing Doyle’s time at EBRPD include 
securing future parklands develop-
ments at three now-closed Bay Area 
military bases; success, after a 20-
year battle, to secure land along the 
Richmond shoreline, including the 
Dotson Family Marsh (named after 
the family who began the fight to 
acquire this property for the pub-
lic) and the McLaughlin Eastshore 
State Park, co-managed by the dis-
trict and the state; and increasing 
the park district’s connection with 
multicultural communities, includ-
ing through the Regional Parks 
Foundation, a private fundraising 
nonprofit that improves park ac-
cess for underserved communities, 
including communities of color.

 “The landscape of the East Bay 
would be significantly different if 
it were not for Bob Doyle,” for-
mer EBRPD general manager Pat 
O’Brien said in a statement. “Not 
only did he help create parks and 
preserve properties and areas for 
wildlife, but he inspired other peo-
ple, who took up the mantel to 
advocate for open space, for legis-
lative priorities within the district, 
and to procure public access.”
 In his last year with the park 
district, Doyle led it through the 
COVID-19 pandemic, one of 
the most challenging times in its 
history.
 “The district overcame tremen-
dous challenges to keep parks open 
and safe for the public when they 
needed them most,” said Doyle, 
who credited the district’s relation-
ships with the Alameda and Contra 
Costa health departments in help-
ing accomplish that. “COVID-19 
has shown just how essential parks 
are to the community’s physical 
and mental health.”
 Finding someone with all of 
Doyle’s qualities will be difficult, 
Burgis said. “But I think the agency 
itself is so well-respected that some 
really good candidates will come 
forward.” 

—Sam Richards, BCN Foundation

BY JULIA BAUM

 Sunol Glen School teacher 
Huong Giang was one of seven 
honorees to earn an inaugural 
Bridging the Distance Award from 
the Alameda County Office of Edu-
cation last month.
 The nominees received the honor 
for their commitment to and excel-
lence in distance learning instruc-
tion during the COVID-19 pan-
demic at the 31st annual Teacher of 

the Year Awards 
virtual ceremony 
on Dec. 9 — the 
first time the 
award ceremony 
was held online. 
 Part of the 
school’s kin-
dergarten and 
first-grade team, 
according to Sunol Glen Unified 
School District’s website, Giang has 

been teaching more than 20 years, 
including six at Sunol Glen. She 
has also taught grades 2, 3 and 5 at 
Sunol Glen. 
 “Doing the best that I can for my 
students and letting them know 
that I care about them is more im-
portant than ever,” Giang said in a 
statement. “This has meant learning 
new technology programs, sharing 
ideas with fellow teachers, com-
municating clearly and often with 

my families, being understanding 
and supportive of my students, 
and creating detailed weekly plans 
that allow for flexible instructional 
groupings.” 
 “My students know that I work 
hard for them, because I care about 
them and love being their teacher,” 
Giang added.
 Nominations were solicited from 
Alameda County parents, guard-
ians and students. Seven educators, 

including Giang and Valley View 
Elementary teacher Lourdes Luy, 
were selected from 261 nomina-
tions representing 146 teachers at 
49 schools to receive a Bridging the 
Distance Award.
 ACOE did not name any county-
level honorees for Teacher of the 
Year, instead naming two honorees 
from the 2020 and 2021 cohorts 
for consideration for the 2021 Cali-
fornia Teacher of the Year.  

Longtime East Bay park district GM Doyle retires
Four-decade career began as ranger; EBRPD doubled to 125,000 acres during tenure

Sunol Glen teacher wins Bridging the Distance Award
Giang among seven educators to receive inaugural county award

rooms for smoke and burning sce-
narios, a training control room, 
roof props, and apparatus bay and 
cantilevered concrete platforms for 
repel training.
 An urban search and rescue 
complex with collapsed building 
and confined spaces props will 
also be built along with other 
training props like low and steep 
roof pitches, horizontal windows, 
flash over, open field fence, forc-
ible entry, and heavy tanker and 
rail car props. 
 

The site is also adjacent to the 
Sheriff’s Regional Training Center, 
allowing law enforcement to use 
the rappelling wall and rooms for 
training officers.
 Outgoing Alameda County Su-
pervisor Scott Haggerty, who re-
tired this week from represent-
ing District 1 after 24 years of 
leadership, attended the socially 
distanced event on Dec. 16.
 “I have always been a very 
proud supporter of our police and 
firefighters, so being able to secure 
funding for a state-of-the-art train-
ing center for our first responders 
has been a dream come true. This 
facility will become a Tri-Valley 
gem for all to be proud of,” Hag-
gerty said. 
 The Regional Training Center 
is scheduled to be completed by 
spring 2022. 

FIRE TRAINING
Continued from Page 5

Haggerty, who recently retired from 
public service, said in a statement, 
“One of the reasons that I am ex-
cited about this, having served on 
the ACE board for 24 years, is that 
there is a trust factor knowing that 
ACE is one of the premier rail lines 
in the state of California, if not the 
entire United States.” 
 “Entering into the agreement at 
this early point in the project en-
ables SJRRC to provide input into 
project development and achieve 
safe, efficient and cost effective op-
erations,” Haggerty said. 
 Assuming Haggerty’s old posi-
tion for now is Tracy City Council-
member Veronica Vargas, who pre-
viously served as board vice-chair 
since the agency started in 2018. 

 “It’s incredible how much we’ve 
accomplished in such a short time 
frame,” Vargas said. “My goal is to 
keep this project moving on the 
same trajectory and to get service 
up and running at the soonest  pos-
sible date.” 
 Vargas added she’s “ready for the 
challenge” of leading in the coming 
year, and “fighting for an equitable 
share of funding to support im-
mediate economic recovery while 
simultaneously planning for and 
working toward a long-term future 
for our project.”
 Also recently named the 2021 
vice chair of the League of Cities 
Transportation, Communications 
and Public Works Policy Com-
mittee, Vargas will take over for 
the remainder of Haggerty’s term 
through the end of 2021. 
 A new vice-chair will be elected 

at the next Regional Rail Authority 
board meeting.
 As for the Valley Link project 
itself — which is expected to carry 
about 33,000 daily passengers in 
2040, and create 22,000 jobs dur-
ing the construction phase and 400 
permanent jobs — the deadline 
for public comment on the draft 
environmental impact report is a 
couple weeks away.
 Residents have until Jan. 21 
by 5 p.m. to submit their com-
ments and responses to the docu-
ment. Send comments to draft-
eircomments@valleylinkrail.com 
(be sure to  include “Valley Link 
DEIR” in the subject heading, or 
via mail to:  
 Tri-Valley/San Joaquin Valley Re-
gional Rail Authority; Attn: Valley 
Link Draft EIR; 1362 Rutan Court, 
Suite 100; Livermore CA 94551. 

VALLEY LINK
Continued from Page 5

EBRPD

Robert Doyle, general manager of the East Bay Regional Park District, retired 
last week after more than four decades of service.

Huong Giang

Sign up today at  

PleasantonWeekly.com/express
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PERPETUAL HOMES your local home builder 
of over 40 years experience is now offering 
AFFORDABLE, INNOVATIVE and EFFECTIVE 
backyard smaller homes known as ADU’S. Well 
suited for extended family, couples, students or 
seniors.

Increase the value of your existing home and 

units delivered to your home in 30 days. Our 
company handles the entire streamline process 
from permits, design and building.

Lisa Anderson
925.785.8517 

www.perpetualhomesadu.com

Kathy Anderson
License #DL1557865

LUXURY ADUS 
FOR THE BACKYARD 
STARTING AT $165,000

BY JULIA BAUM

 East Bay Community Energy 
recently committed to providing 
nearly 1.7 million local customers 
with 100% renewable energy in the 
next decade, 15 years ahead of the 
state’s target date, when the Board 
of Directors adopted the policy at 
its Dec. 16 meeting.
 The action makes EBCE one 
of the country’s largest electric-
ity providers to commit to 100% 
renewable power in the next ten 
years, and also sets the stage for 
taking “bold action to fight climate 
change while addressing the needs 
of our community,” officials said in 
a statement.
 Board Chair Dan Kalb, who also 
serves on the Oakland City Coun-
cil, said the policy “has already 
resulted in contracts for over 500 
megawatts of new California wind, 
solar, and energy storage,” and 
that EBCE “expects to contract for 

several hundred more megawatts of 
clean energy” this year. 
 “This positions EBCE well to 
meet its 100% clean energy goals,” 
Kalb said. “Through this procure-
ment, EBCE is also focused on 
bringing the benefits of clean en-
ergy — jobs, resiliency, healthy air, 
and lower costs — to residents and 
businesses across the East Bay.”
 Service from the agency is al-
ready available in Dublin and 
Livermore, while Pleasanton is set 
to officially join as EBCE’s 12th 
and newest member city in April, 
when all residential and business 
accounts in the city will be auto-
matically enrolled. 
 Customers will see EBCE 
charges on their PG&E bill, along 
with a generation credit to off-
set the EBCE charges. Anyone 
with a special rate such as CARE, 
medical baseline, electric vehicle 
or solar NEM will also transfer 

automatically to EBCE.
 Pleasanton officials told the 
Weekly that the new policy will ap-
pear on the Pleasanton City Coun-
cil’s Jan. 19 meeting agenda, but 
they did not provide any details.
 The agency’s clean energy goal 
was also cited by Emeryville City 
Councilmember and Board Vice 
Chair Dianne Martinez as “the criti-
cal underpinning of EBCE’s broad 
plan to transform the energy sys-
tems across the East Bay,” including 
planned wind farms in Altamont 
Pass.
 “This commitment, and the in-
vestments that come with it, will 
create good, family-sustaining jobs 
in our communities while also im-
proving our environment,” Marti-
nez said.
 One of 19 community choice ag-
gregation (CCA) programs in Cali-
fornia, EBCE has operated since 
June 2018. 

East Bay Community Energy aims 
for 100% clean energy by 2030

New policy is 15 years ahead of state deadline

BY JULIA BAUM

 The deadline to submit applica-
tions for the first round of Small 
Business COVID-19 Relief Grant 
Program funding has been extend-
ed to next Wednesday (Jan. 13), 
the California Office of the Small 
Business Advocate (CalOSBA) an-
nounced this week.
 Thousands of applications have 
been received since the program 
opened Dec. 30, which has caused 
some businesses to have “trouble 
accessing the application” due to 
high traffic, according to officials. 
 After making some adjustments 
to the program website, the Round 
1 application deadline was then 
extended from today to Jan. 13 at 
11:59 p.m.
 Officials said the program “is not 
first-come, first-served, nor a rolling 
approval process,” and that “all ap-
plications will be reviewed follow-
ing the now-extended application 
deadline.”

 Funds will be issued as origi-
nally planned to avoid any delays 
to grant recipients. To learn more 
about grant requirements and eligi-
bility, visit carereliefgrant.com.
 Under the Alameda County 
CARES Grant Program, more than 
1,900 grants have been issued to 
small, local and growing businesses. 
In November, the Board of Su-
pervisors redirected up to $8 mil-
lion in CARES Act funds to assist 
small businesses in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.
 Dublin, Pleasanton and Liver-
more were among 10 cities in the 
East Bay that contributed nearly 
$2 million in matching funds to 
the program, while the East Bay 
Economic Development Alliance 
provided administrative oversight 
and coordination on behalf of the 
county. 
 “Alameda County and our local 
city partners are pleased to be able 
to provide these grants for small 

businesses who have been dispro-
portionately impacted by the effects 
of the pandemic,” said Keith Car-
son, vice president of the Alameda 
County Board of Supervisors and 
East Bay EDA board chair. 
 “Small and local businesses are 
part of the backbone of our com-
munities, and it is crucial that we do 
everything that we can to help them 
continue to operate while concur-
rently following public health guid-
ance to keep people safe,” Carson 
said. 
 More than 7,700 applications 
were received — about four times 
the number of grants available from 
a total funding pool of $9.8 million. 
Each grant awarded was for $5,000 
and meant to cover necessary costs 
related to business disruptions 
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic 
between March 17 and Dec. 30. 
 For more information about the 
Alameda CARES Grant Program, 
visit EastBayEDA.org/grants. 

State extends deadline for COVID 
relief grant applications

1,900+ grants issued so far through Alameda County CARES Grant Program 

 Alameda County’s first county-
wide reading program will kick off 
later next week, giving residents a 
chance to read the same book and 
later discuss it together.
 The Alameda County Reads pro-
gram will launch on Monday (Jan. 
11) with “Eat Joy: Stories & Com-
fort Food from 31 Celebrated Writ-
ers,” edited by Natalie Eve Garrett. 

 The kickoff event will start with 
a video of County Librarian Cindy 
Chadwick interviewing Garrett.
 People can sign up online for a 
discussion and arrange to pick up 
the book at their local library. 
 The program will last through 
April with various book discussion 
events and other programs, accord-
ing to the county library.

 Eight county library branches 
are participating in the program: 
Albany, Castro Valley, Centerville, 
Dublin, the Fremont Main Li-
brary, Newark, San Lorenzo and 
Union City.
 People can find out more about 
the program online at aclibrary.org. 

—Bay City News Service

Alameda County Reads
New program launches next week
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 California’s COVID-19 stay-at-
home order for the Bay Area is 
likely going to continue beyond 
today, an Alameda County public 
health official said earlier in the 
week.
 “My best guess is it will be con-
tinued,” Alameda County Health 
Officer Dr. Nicholas Moss told the 
Board of Supervisors at its regular 
meeting Tuesday.
 But Moss said hopefully it will 
just be days later when the stay-
at-home order is lifted. The order 
must be lifted for the Bay Area as 
a whole and whether it is lifted is 
based on the availability of inten-
sive care beds in the region. 
 In Alameda County, the avail-
ability of intensive care unit beds 
is well above what state officials 
want to see before lifting the 
order, but the Bay Area’s capacity 
was just at 7.9% as of Sunday. 
 Capacity must meet or exceed 
15% before the stay-at-home 
order will be lifted, county health 
officials said.
 The officials expected to hear 
from the state later in the week 
about the projections for ICU bed 
capacity. California health officials 

determine when the region meets 
or exceeds the 15% capacity 
threshold based on a state formu-
la. Those updates were pending as 
of press time Wednesday.
 Moss said that when Alameda 
County comes off the state’s stay-
at-home order, it will likely go 
back on the purple tier of the 
state’s Blueprint for a Safer Econ-
omy, which provides the strictest 
guidelines for economic activity in 
the county. 
 The rise in the number of coro-
navirus cases in the county ap-
peared to have leveled off after 
mid-December, Moss said. But 
he suspects cases will rise again 
because of holiday gatherings. 
 Hospitalizations have also lev-
eled off in recent days as a change 
in hospitalizations trail a change 
in the number of cases. 
 As of late Tuesday afternoon, 
53,714 people in Alameda County 
had tested positive for the coro-
navirus and 656 people had died 
due to COVID-19. Those num-
bers include figures reported by 
the city of Berkeley, which has its 
own public health department. 
 Countywide as of Monday, 424 

people were in the hospital with 
COVID-19 and 109 were in in-
tensive care. Just over 25% of 
intensive care beds were occupied 
by people with the coronavirus, 
according to public health data. 
 As of Sunday, 131 ICU beds 
were available in the county, pub-
lic health officials said. 
 Vaccination for the coronavi-
rus is moving ahead, with 40% 
of doses administered so far. 
That compares with about 35% 
statewide. 
 Colleen Chawla, director of 
the county’s Health Care Services 
Agency, told the board that vacci-
nating people has been challeng-
ing logistically. 
 It’s not as easy as setting up 
a large vaccination clinic, she 
said. Health officials must choose 
people to vaccinate based on the 
priority list established by the 
state. 
 Doses of the vaccine continue 
to arrive in the county in ship-
ments of 2,000 to 3,000 one to 
two times per week, Chawla said. 
As of Sunday, the county had re-
ceived 60,075 doses. 

—Bay City News Service

NEWSFRONT

To explore more about Pleasanton, 
visit us at www.cityofpleasantonca.gov

HIGHLIGHTS
Planning Commission

Wednesday, January 13, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.
Consistent with State and County Orders regarding 
the COVID-19 pandemic this will be a virtual meeting. 

be available January 6, when the agenda is posted on the 
City’s website at: cityofpleasantonca.gov/gov/depts/cd/
planning/commission/planning_agenda.asp
• P20-0987, Sean Wells/Gilman Brewing Company,
706 Main Street
Application for a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to operate
a bar. Zoning is C-C (Central Commercial), Downtown
Revitalization, Active Ground-Floor Overlay, Core Area
Overlay, Downtown Hospitality Central Core Area District.

• Objective Design Standards
Work session to review and discuss the process of
creating Objective Design Standards for residential
development.

COMMISSION RECRUITMENT
The City Council recruits and appoints residents of 
Pleasanton to a variety of boards and commissions, 

important community issues. 
Applications period has been extended for upcoming 
vacancies on the PLANNING COMMISSION.  
Apply online on the City of Pleasanton website at: http://
www.cityofpleasantonca.gov/gov/depts/clerk/boards/
default.asp by Tuesday, January 19, 2021 
Applicants must reside within the Pleasanton city limits 

Clerk at 925-931-5027.

Stay-at-home order likely  
to extend for Bay Area

County health officer updates Board of Supervisors

 Alameda County Superior 
Court officials on Tuesday an-
nounced actions related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, includ-
ing extending the stay on ex-
ecution of writs of possession to 
March 1, to align with the cur-
rent moratorium on evictions in 
Alameda County.  
 The court also said that, 
starting Thursday, it would 
begin hearing a limited number 
of in-person traffic matters in 
Department 102 of the Wiley 
W. Manuel Courthouse at 661 
Washington St. in Oakland.  
 The clerk’s office will remain 
closed to the public and walk-in 

appearances will not be permit-
ted for now, court officials said. 
 Those directed to appear 
in person must bring proof of 
their court date to be admitted 
into the courthouse and will be 
required to complete a health 
screening questionnaire. 
 Officials said the court will 
significantly limit the num-
ber of in-person matters each 
day due to the recent surge in 
COVID-19 cases. 
 Defendants in traffic and 
criminal matters are urged to 
appear remotely whenever pos-
sible. 

—Bay City News Service

Superior court updates 
pandemic rules

Extends stay related to evictions, plans 
limited in-person traffic hearings

LVJUSD

Bicycles for kids
“It was pedal to the metal” as 
volunteers from the Livermore Valley 
Craft Brew Foundation and Kids 
Bike Lane worked last month to 
assemble and prepare bicycles to 
donate to 48 middle school students 
in Livermore, according to the 
Livermore Valley Joint Unified School 
District. The donations were made 
possible by money raised during the 
foundation’s second annual Bikes 
n’ Brews Fundraiser, held virtually in 
October. Shown: Jesse Barto (above), 
technical director for the foundation, 
and volunteer Shawna Lettau (right) 
with the bicycles before they were 
distributed to the local kids.
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BY JULIA BAUM

 A recently extended agreement 
between BART and the U.S. Geo-
logical Survey will allow the tran-
sit agency to continue monitoring 
local seismic activity and alert the 
public with real-time information 
when an earthquake takes place 
nearby.
 The pilot program, which was 
set to expire Dec. 31, does not 
predict earthquakes but instead 
sends an alert to users that one 
has started, shaking is expected at 
their location, and they should take 
cover immediately. Alerts may be 
issued via television, radio and cell 

phone, and give safety directions 
like Drop, Cover, and Hold On. 
 “BART uses earthquake informa-
tion from ShakeAlert to protect 
our riders, workers and infrastruc-
ture by triggering automated ac-
tions, like slowing trains to prevent 
potential derailment,” said BART 
Director John McPartland, whose 
district includes the Tri-Valley.
 Using data from ShakeAlert, which 
has powered the Earthquake Early 
Warning System since its inception, 
BART will receive details on the 
earthquake’s origin, time, location 
and magnitude, as well as ground 
motion records and estimates. 

 As the first public transportation 
agency in the country to adopt 
an early earthquake warning sys-
tem, BART has partnered with the 
USGS, which issues ShakeAlert 
messages used by BART and other 
partners, for the past nine years.
 In addition to ShakeAlert 

data, BART also has an Earth-
quake Emergency Response Plan 
and holds several drills a year so 
staff is trained and prepared to 
respond. 
 In the event of an earthquake, 
passengers should follow instruc-
tions from BART employees, who 

are trained to evacuate riders from 
dangerous areas. Following an 
earthquake, BART trains will re-
main in place (with the exception 
of the Transbay Tube and Caldecott 
Tunnel) until it is safe to move to 
the nearest station and off-board 
passengers. 

 Nearly 90 cases of coronavirus 
remain active at Santa Rita Jail 
among the Dublin facility’s inmates 
and staff members, according to the 
Alameda County Sheriff’s Office.
 As of Monday, 80 inmates and 
nine staff members have active 
cases of the virus, according to 
the sheriff’s office. Eight of the 
inmates are symptomatic and none 
are hospitalized. 
 Roughly 6,800 tests have been 
completed at the facility since the 
pandemic began, with another 102 
outstanding. The jail’s population 
as of Monday was 2,158, according 

to the sheriff’s office.
 To date, 414 total positive cases 
have been confirmed among in-
mates at the jail, 139 of which 
were eventually released from cus-
tody. Including active cases, 93 
staff members have also tested 
positive.
 No coronavirus-related deaths 
have been recorded in inmates at 
the jail, according to the ACSO.  
 As of Monday, 53,714 total 
COVID-19 cases have been report-
ed in Alameda County, including 
656 deaths. 

—Bay City News Service

 California launched a $2 billion 
initiative last week to support safely 
resuming in-person classes in the 
state’s public school system amid the 
coronavirus pandemic.
 The “Safe Schools for All” plan will 
focus on reopening schools in Febru-
ary for students in transitional kin-
dergarten through second grade and 
progressing into higher grades later 
into the spring, Gov. Gavin Newsom 
said Dec. 30 in a briefing on the plan.
 The funding equates to roughly 
$450 per student, according to New-
som, and will support testing of 
school staff and students, personal 
protective equipment, contact trac-
ing and vaccinations. 
 “Safety is key,” Newsom said. “Just 
reopening a school for in-person 
instruction on its own is not going to 
address the issue of safety. We have 
to focus on these mitigation steps, we 
have to focus on accountability.”
 Many schools across the state have 
resumed in-person classes in recent 
months in some form or for certain 
groups like special needs students.
 The state allowed schools to re-
sume in-person classes once their 

county had been out of the purple tier 
— the most restrictive in the county’s 
four-tiered pandemic reopening plan 
— for at least two weeks. 
 Those schools were allowed to 
continue holding in-person classes 
even after the state issued its regional 
stay-at home order for roughly 80% 
of California’s counties.
 As of November, schools 41 coun-
ties were holding in-person classes to 
some extent, according to Newsom, 
while schools in the remaining 17 
were mostly holding classes online. 
 “Kids are learning,” Newsom said. 
“They’re just not learning all equally, 
particularly our youngest children.”
 Newsom and state Superintendent 
of Public Instruction Tony Thur-
mond said the new plan is intend-
ed to address the disparities from 
county to county, school district to 
school district and campus to cam-
pus by ensuring testing and protec-
tive equipment are readily available 
to students and staff. 
 “We know that many families — 
foster families, homeless families, 
English learners, free- and reduced-
lunch families — have been impacted 

in different ways,” Thurmond said. 
 “So we’ll be continuing our work 
... to make sure that kids are con-
nected to their schools, that they 
have access to the resources that they 
need to be successful,” he said. 
 Test frequency will depend on 
which tier a school’s county falls into, 
according to Newsom. 
 TK-12 schools in counties that are 
in the least-restrictive yellow and or-
ange tiers will have testing available 
for symptomatic students and staff 
as well as those who may have been 
exposed.
 In the higher red and purple tiers, 
testing will also be required every 
two weeks for asymptomatic people. 
If a county’s rate of new cases per 
100,000 people exceeds 14, testing 
will be required weekly. 
 All students and staff will also be 
required to wear a face covering, 
with staff required to wear surgical 
masks, specifically.
 California Teachers Association 
President E. Toby Boyd expressed 
appreciation for the state tak-
ing educators’ concerns into ac-
count when drafting the plan, but 

suggested it is not yet airtight. 
 “In all our conversations and let-
ters sent, we have been calling for 
tougher safety standards, rigorous 
and consistent testing, data collec-
tion and transparency,” Boyd said in 
a statement. 
 “While these tenets are addressed 
in the proposal released last week, 
there are many unanswered questions 
and the devil is always in the details, 
particularly as it relates to implemen-
tation and execution,” he said.  
 Teachers are expected to be pri-
oritized for coronavirus vaccinations, 
which Bay Area lawmakers, doc-
tors and education advocates have 
pleaded for in recent weeks as the 
vaccine has rolled out to health care 
workers and residents in long-term 
care facilities. 
 Under the state’s current vaccina-
tion timeline, teachers and child-
care workers will begin receiving 
the vaccine next month along with 
people over age 75 or age 65 if they 
have underlying health conditions, 
workers in emergency services, food 
and agriculture, transportation and 
logistics, manufacturing and the 

industrial, residential and commer-
cial sectors.
 Dr. Naomi Bardach, a pediatrician 
with the University of California at 
San Francisco, is expected to over-
see the school reopening process 
along with officials from the Cali-
fornia Department of Public Health, 
Cal/OSHA and the state’s education 
agencies.
 Newsom said the oversight team 
is intended to both ensure schools 
are operating safely as well as offer-
ing in-person and virtual resources 
to teachers and schools that are 
concerned about transmission of the 
virus. 
 “We want to be more present,” 
Newsom said. “We want to be more 
proximate to the concerns and also 
the opportunities for improvement.”
 Boyd said the union plans to con-
tinue working with state officials 
to improve or tweak the plan if 
necessary.
 “This must be a joint effort to en-
sure a safe return to our classrooms 
where we know our students learn 
best and thrive,” he said. 

—Eli Walsh, BCN Foundation
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the 3-1 majority in imposing a 
$137,000 fee — a total reached as 
new Mayor Karla Brown and Coun-
cilwoman Valerie Arkin attempted 
to find a passable compromise. 
 The council’s decisions last 
month would seem to represent a 
final resolution for the Public Stor-
age redevelopment that had been in 
the planning phase for nearly three 
years; although the approvals could 
still be challenged in court, no such 
appeals had been filed to date. 
 “All we’re trying to do is reinvest 
in the community and build new, 
state-of-the-art storage,” Public 
Storage official Bryan Miranda told 
the council on Dec. 15. 
 Miranda at one point said the 
Pleasanton project was “by far the 
longest process that I have had 
in all of my projects,” but later, 
after being prodded by Brown, he 
acknowledged that there were cer-
tainly delays on Public Storage’s end 
that contributed to the length of the 
city’s review timeline. 
 The final plans call for major 
renovations at the Public Storage 
facility that has long been in opera-
tion at 3716 Stanley Blvd., located 
roughly between the Nevada Street-
Old Stanley Boulevard intersec-
tion and the Bernal-Valley-Stanley 
junction. 
 Seven existing, single-story stor-
age buildings would be torn down, 
and the outdoor storage areas used 
primarily for trailers, boats and 
recreational vehicles would be re-
moved. In their place would be a 
new three-story storage building 
with a net total of almost 166,000 
square feet of new space, along with 
a separate new single-story storage 
building at about 9,300 square feet.  
 Another seven single-story stor-
age buildings currently at the prop-
erty would remain intact. The office 
building at the front along Stanley 
Boulevard would be renovated.
 Public Storage will retain one 
apartment unit onsite for the man-
ager, one of several changes made to 
the project plans after the Planning 

Commission meeting. That version, 
approved by the commission 4-1, 
removed the manager’s unit.
 The 6.59-acre parcel is among 
commercial and service businesses, 
including several car repair shops, 
to the east, and the Central Self 
Storage site across the street. The 
Vintage Apartments and downtown 
Pleasanton are also just down the 
road, in opposite directions.
 But Public Storage is now next 
door to part of the new Irby Ranch 
housing development, including 
the Sunflower Hill at Irby Ranch 
apartment complex for adults with 
special needs. 
 The proposed three-story build-
ing is on the east and south side 
of the Public Storage property, 
away from Irby Ranch and partly 
alongside the new Nevada Street 
extension. 
 As part of their redevelop-
ment application, Public Storage 
agreed to provide 
$300,000 to the 
city to build a 
public trail on the 
south side of Ne-
vada Street, plus 
another $14,000 
for five years 
worth of trail 
maintenance as well as construct 
two decorative benches for the Ne-
vada sidewalk.
 The Planning Commission voted 
4-1 on Oct. 28 to approve the 
project as proposed at that time, 
which was similar in concept to the 
revised version taken to the council 
— except for the manager’s unit and 
exterior building design elements. 
The commission action incorpo-
rated 97 conditions of approval for 
the project.
 Commissioner Nancy Allen dis-
sented, opposing the Public Storage 
brand orange banding on some of 
the new construction, which she 
argued went against the “commu-
nity character element policies” in 
the city’s General Plan that aim to 
discourage bright franchise colors 
and signs.
 Then, at Testa’s request on Nov. 
17, the Public Storage application 

was called up for council review. 
 The council hearing was origi-
nally scheduled for Dec. 1 but then 
bumped out to Dec. 15 at the ap-
plicant’s request — the first in a 
series of late twists and turns for the 
project before it reached the finish 
line:
 • The shift in hearing date meant 
the project would come before the 
new council, instead of the prior 
council before the transition. 
 • That also meant there would 
only be four people on the dais for 
the debate. Newly elected Council-
man Jack Balch had to recuse him-
self from the Public Storage hearing 
because he already voted on the 
matter when he was on the Plan-
ning Commission — he was part of 
that commission majority.
 • Public Storage officials submit-
ted revised plans to the city on 
Dec. 8. Among the changes was to 
incorporate design elements from 

the Irby Ranch 
neighborhood and 
Sunflower Hill 
complex, includ-
ing roof forms, 
materials and col-
ors (and remove 
the orange brand 
color banding). 

 • As part of the council hear-
ing, the company requested the 
city substantially reduce the afford-
able housing fee down from the 
amount prescribed by city code 
of approximately $2.1 million 
down to around $26,000 because 
they’d only have five employees 
maximum. The assumed density, 
off which the fee maximum fee was 
calculated at $13.02 per square foot 
for industrial, was 414 employees, 
per city staff.
 • Noting the much-lower em-
ployee count, the manager’s unit 
staying and past fee reductions for 
other storage facility projects, city 
staff recommended the council im-
pose a fee of $68,973. They pre-
sented the council with five total 
options for consideration. 
 • In another calculation, city 
staff issued a memo on the same 
day as the hearing correcting 

the revised land value estimate 
to $338,459 — saying an earlier 
value they calculated ($2.4 mil-
lion) was a mistake. 
 • Because the project was called 
up for review by the council, it 
was not considered an appeal and 
instead Dec. 15 was a separate 
process independent of the com-
mission action, in effect like a new 
application, according to city attor-
ney Dan Sodergren. So the council 
needed majority votes to pass; a 2-2 
stalemate would be the same as “no 
action” and the application dying. 
That news surprised Public Storage 
reps at the hearing.
 • During public comment, coun-
cil members heard from several 
residents of the new Irby Ranch 
neighborhood concerned about 
the new construction next to their 
homes and the visual impacts from 
the end product. 
 • They also heard several critical 
comments about the city creating 
undue burdens on businesses as 
well as the way the public process 
played out. Steve Van Dorn, presi-
dent and CEO of the Pleasanton 
Chamber of Commerce, said, “We 
now have a completely different 
project than what was approved 
by the Planning Commission and 
supported by staff, based on input 
from one City Council member. 
Based on what I have just outlined, 
why would anyone want to serve on 
our Planning Commission when all 
their hard work is thrown out the 
window by our council member 
that is not even discussed in a pub-
lic manner?”
 • Testa later remarked that she 
was concerned that the original 
design passed through the Planning 
Commission while, in her view, not 
conforming to the General Plan due 
to the orange brand colors.
 • It took the council three mo-
tions to finally settle on an afford-
able housing fee. A motion by Testa 
for $516,878 failed; a motion by 
Narum for $68,973 was withdrawn 
without a majority; a motion by 
Arkin for $137,000 (approximate-
ly double staff’s recommendation) 
passed 3-1 with Narum in dissent. 

PUBLIC STORAGE
Continued from Page 5

Photos (top) and design renderings (below) give a look at the front and back of the Public Storage facility before and after the proposed renovations. Note: The 
orange trim shown in the bottom left drawing was removed by the council. (Top photos by Mike Sedlak. Bottom images courtesy of city of Pleasanton)

‘I’m very pleased 

with the changes 

that have happened.’

Julie Testa, 
Pleasanton vice mayor
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Community Pulse

The Pleasanton Police Department made the 
following information available. 

Jan. 2
Drug violation

 2:09 a.m. on the 5100 block of 
Hopyard Road

 8:07 a.m. on the 5100 block of 
Hopyard Road

 4:27 p.m. at Santa Rita Road and 
Pimlico Drive

DUI

 7:39 p.m. at Owens and Johnson drives

Assault/Battery

 11:06 p.m. at Stoneridge Drive and 
Rialto Way

Jan. 1
Theft

 1:14 p.m., 4200 block of Sheldon 
Circle; theft from auto

 7:34 p.m. on the 1300 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

Warrant arrest

 7:04 p.m. on the 6800 block of Santa 
Rita Road

Robbery

 7:39 p.m. on the 6700 block of Bernal 
Avenue

Dec. 31
Drug violation

 7:05 a.m. on the 4400 block of Valley 
Avenue

Theft

 7:53 a.m. on the 3600 block of 
Andrews Drive

 9:22 a.m., 3600 block of Andrews 
Drive; theft from auto

 11:56 a.m., 4300 block of Payne Road; 
theft from auto

 6:49 p.m., 1500 block of Stoneridge 
Mall Road; shoplifting

 11:46 p.m., 5700 block of Owens 
Drive; theft from auto

Fire

 11:43 p.m. on the 4000 block of 
Vineyard Avenue

Dec. 30
Theft

 6:29 a.m., 3100 block of Zuni Way; 
auto theft

 7:57 a.m., 3500 block of Kamp Drive; 
auto theft

 9:33 a.m., 800 block of Sylvaner Drive; 
theft from auto

 9:55 a.m., 4400 block of Valley Avenue; 
auto theft

POLICE REPORT

Two teens injured in 
late-night shooting

 A pair of 18-year-olds from the 
East Bay were injured in a shooting 
late Saturday night in Pleasanton, ac-
cording to city police.
 The victims’ injuries were not life-
threatening, and investigators believe 
the shooting was a targeted attack 
and not a random act of violence, ac-
cording to Lt. Brandon Stocking. No 
arrests had been made as of Tuesday 
morning. 
 “We are currently working all leads 
in this case. Both shooting victims 
have been released from the hospital. 
We have recovered two vehicles that 
are in evidence and have been pro-
cessed. This is all we have right now. 
We will continue to provide updates 
as they come,” Lt. Kurt Schlehuber 
told the Weekly on Tuesday.
 The investigation unfolded just 
after 11 p.m. Saturday when police 
received calls from residents report-
ing the sounds of several gunshots in 
the area of Stoneridge Drive and Gi-
braltar Drive, according to Stocking.
 As officers searched that area, 
the California Highway Patrol was 
contacted by two people who were 
pulled over on eastbound Interstate 
580 at Hacienda Drive. They re-
ported having been shot and in need 
of medical attention, Stocking said.
 Officers responded and made con-
tact with three people in the victim 
vehicle. Two of the occupants sus-
tained non-life-threatening gunshot 
wounds, and several bullets had 
struck their vehicle, according to 
Stocking.
 The victims told police they had 
exited the freeway and were driv-
ing westbound on Stoneridge Drive 

when at least one occupant of anoth-
er vehicle started shooting at them, 
Stocking said. 
 The victims’ names are not being 
released; Stocking identified them 
only as an 18-year-old man from 
Oakland and an 18-year-old woman 
from Richmond. 
 The investigation remains active 
and ongoing. Anyone with infor-
mation about the case can contact 
the Pleasanton Police Department at 
925-931-5100. 

In other news

 • Ken Sandy, 
Danville’s first 
and longest-
serving police 
chief and a Con-
tra Costa County 
Sheriff’s deputy 
from 1965 until 
his retirement in 
1992, died Dec. 
24 in Walnut Creek from complica-
tions of COVID-19. He was 83.
 As a sheriff’s deputy, Sandy was 
directly involved with several major 
incidents in Contra Costa County, 
including the plunge of a school 
bus from Yuba City off of the Inter-
state 680/Marina Vista off-ramp in 
Martinez in May 1976 that killed 
28 students and an adult adviser 
(the second-worst bus disaster in 
U.S. history), and the March 1969 
bombing of a Shell Oil fuel pipeline 
crossing San Leandro Creek near the 
unincorporated community of Can-
yon, southwest of Moraga.
 Former Contra Costa County ad-
ministrator Phil Batchelor described 
Sandy as caring, competent, willing 
to sit down with people having prob-
lems or disagreements.
 “He brought people together, re-
specting both sides, that was Ken,” 
Batchelor said last week. “People 

gravitated to him; they liked him, 
trusted him.” Had Sandy or some-
one like him been the police chief 
in some of the American cities that 
experienced social unrest in 2020, 
helping bring disparate viewpoints 
together, Batchelor believes, there 
would have been fewer riots and less 
overall discord.
 Sandy, a Danville resident, was 
among the law enforcement officers 
who responded to Canyon on March 
17, 1969, for what Batchelor de-
scribed as “reports of trouble” there. 
He and other officers were there 
when a Shell Oil fuel pipeline run-
ning between the Martinez refinery 
and Oakland International Airport 
was blown up by a bomb. The late-
night explosion killed one Shell 
worker, injured several other people 
and leveled Canyon’s only store. 
 About seven years later, Sandy, 
according to Batchelor, was the first 
law enforcement officer on the scene 
of a horrific school bus crash. A 
Yuba City school bus headed to Mi-
ramonte High School in Orinda for 
a choir event was making a stop in 
Martinez when the bus’ brakes failed 
— the bus plunged off the elevated 
off-ramp and landed on its roof. Of 
53 people on board, 29 were killed.
 “(Sandy) couldn’t understand what 
he was seeing ... when he radioed for 
help, he indicated they needed all 
the medical personnel they could 
get,” said Batchelor, adding that the 
trauma affected Sandy profoundly. 
“They couldn’t believe the number 
of people who were killed, all those 
kids.” 
 Sandy was named the town of 
Danville’s first police chief upon that 
town’s incorporation in July 1982. 
As the Contra Costa County Sheriff’s 
Office has provided police services 

to that town since its incorporation, 
Sandy remained with the sheriff’s 
office during his tenure there, which 
ended with his retirement as a cap-
tain in 1992.
 Sandy also served as a board mem-
ber with the San Ramon Valley Fire 
Protection District, stepping down in 
2009. Contra Costa County Supervi-
sor Candace Andersen of Danville 
said she got to know Sandy both 
from his time on the fire board and 
from attending the same church as 
Ken and his wife, Dorothy, did.

 “We had many great conversations 
about public safety, and about his 
genuine concern for the community,” 
Andersen said in an email.
 Sandy leaves his wife, Dorothy — 
hospitalized herself as of last week 
battling COVID-19 — as well as a 
daughter, Reagan Hall, and stepchil-
dren Jennifer Maher, Kim Prosser 
and Ron Maher. A visitation was 
scheduled to be held yesterday in 
Walnut Creek. 

—Jeremy Walsh and  
Bay City News Service
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Made Easy

Sylvester DeFazio died of heart 
failure on his favorite holiday, 
Christmas. Although he had been 
in failing health in recent years, his 
passing was unexpected. He was 84.

Sylvester, known as Sub or Sil 
to his friends, was born Sept. 1, 
1936, to proud parents Aneillio, an 
immigrant from Naples, Italy, and 
Anna DeFazio of West Virginia. 
The family, with nine children, lived 
in the coal-mining town of Spelter, 
West Virginia. 

Although Sil was supposed to try 
out for the Pittsburgh Pirates after high school, he opted to join 
the Navy to help with our nation’s efforts in the Korean War. Sil 
hopped on a bus for a five-day journey to the San Diego Naval base 
where he ultimately shipped out to Japan for his wartime service.

When Sil returned to the states, he moved west to Oakland, 
California, in 1957 to find work and marry his lovely bride, 
Jacqueline. He attended refrigeration school at Laney College and 
started a career with Coca-Cola and Admiral, which inspired him to 
open his own appliance repair business. Sil saw potential in that field 
and purchased Appliance Parts Distributors in San Leandro. His 
business acumen led him to expand his business with locations in 
Dublin and Fremont. The thriving business remains family owned.

Sil was a loving, generous and hard-working man with an 
outsized personality and a heart of gold. Family and friends meant 
the world to him. He was generous in every aspect of that word. He 
particularly enjoyed coaching his sons’ sports teams and later took 
great pride in watching his grandsons play sports. He embraced 
his Italian heritage and was a longtime member of The Colombo 
Club in Oakland. He cherished time with his daughters and 
granddaughters at the club’s father-daughter dinners.

Sil also enjoyed hunting and fishing. He loved to pheasant hunt 
with his sons and good friends, Milt Braden and Eddie Lee. He 
lived for spending time on a boat, salmon fishing with his brother-
in-law, John Parker.

Sil was predeceased by his parents; his sister and brother-in-law, 
Carmela and Benny Quinones; and his brother and sister-in-law, 
Joseph and Barbara DeFazio; sister-in-law, Joanne DeFazio; and 
brother-in-law, John Parker.

He leaves behind many beloved family members, including 
his devoted wife of 64 years, Jacqueline, and his brothers and 
their spouses, Frank and Virginia DeFazio, Mario and Dorothy 
DeFazio, Augustine DeFazio, Anthony and Angie DeFazio and 
John and Jean DeFazio; sister and brother-in-law, Mary and Jim 
Hustead; and sister-in-law Dixie Parker.

He is also survived by his children and their spouses, Michael and 
Susanne DeFazio, John and Denise DeFazio, Mary Foxworthy and 
Compton Chase, Anna DeFazio and Carmina and Bill Dutra; and 
grandchildren Drake and Rachel Foxworthy, Brandon and (wife) 
Lexi DeFazio, Jacqueline and Collette Besson, Garry Bannister 
III and Grant, Joseph, Daniel, Jenna and Allison DeFazio; plus 
numerous nieces, nephews and many special friends.

Sil was a larger-than-life man with a big heart. He will be greatly 
missed by all who knew him. Services will be private due to 
pandemic regulations.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Sylvester DeFazio 
September 1, 1936 – December 25, 2020

Ken Sandy
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41 Anonymous  ................................$11,985

Rich & Gloria Fredette ................................**

Jim & Elaine Keysor ..................................300

Alan & Julia Casamajor ............................100

Bobby Jensen ...........................................300

Bruce & Cindy Yamamoto ........................100

Dean Buchenauer ......................................**

Donna & Jim Zarrillo ...................................**

Norm & Joyce Pacheco ...............................**

Austin & Xu ...........................................2,000

Bob & Marianne Eisberg ............................**

Ken & Barbara McDonald  .........................**

Robert Russman .......................................100

Ran & Pat Costello .....................................**

Shake Sulikyan ...........................................**

Marvin Rensink ..........................................**

Victor Wheatman .....................................100

Sonal & Ajay Shah ......................................**

Eric & Lainie Krieger .................................500

Chuck & Mary Shoemaker .........................**

Vincent & Sarah Ciccarello .........................**

Kathy & Jeff Narum ..................................100

Chuck & Debra Uhler ...............................125

Alica Desrosiers ........................................100

Carmen Merritt ..........................................**

Glenda Beratlis ......................................1,000

Greg Landrum ..........................................500

Pete & Julie Mason .....................................**

Rony & Lonnie Shaw ................................100

Donna Johnson ........................................100

John & Noel Wilson..................................100

John & Barbara Severini ...........................200

Kevin & Cindy Powers ................................**

The Markel Ohana ...................................350

Barry Jolette .............................................100

David Clausen ..........................................250

Teri Bush .....................................................50

Susan Mirabelli ...........................................25

Julia Murtagh ...........................................500

Andy & Valerie Poryes ..............................250

Lori James Rice ...........................................**

Gemma Herbert .......................................100

The Cohen Family ....................................500

Jeffrey Fugate ...........................................100

Christopher Scott .......................................50

Christina Amber .........................................50

Christina Nystrom Mantha .........................**

John Parker ..............................................200

The Lombardi Family ..................................**

Robert Green .............................................50

Susan Evans .............................................100

John Stephens ..........................................100

Peter Bedegi .............................................400

Frank & Muriel Capilla ................................**

Herbert & Stella Chang ..............................**

Al & Anna Lipski .........................................**

Cindy & Bob Gee .....................................100

Joe & Sue Silva ...........................................**

Garrett Holmes &  
Angela Ramirez Holmes ...........................100

Jeff & Jeri Oh ..............................................**

Kevin & Sandra Ryan ................................100

Sue Compton ...........................................250

Rebecca Dennis ........................................100

Madhusudan Vishwanath ........................100

Jill Buck ....................................................200

William Lincoln .........................................100

Sandy Nunn .............................................100

Michele VerKuilen ....................................250

Shelley Bugler ...........................................200

Jerry & Judy Gagne ..................................100

R. Csencsits & M. Kundmann...................200

Hermann Family .......................................300

Harold & Rozann Densmore .......................**

Chris & Erika Beratlis ..................................**

Kathi & Phillip Vermont ............................100

Bob & Joyce Shapiro ................................100

Bor-Ruey Fu & Lien-Chi Yu .........................**

Chris & Linda Coleman ............................500

Mark & Mary Anne Lewis ..........................**

Kay Fogarty ..............................................200

Banahan Family ........................................500

Randy & Emily Yim ...................................200

Bill & Pat Ruvalcaba ..................................500

Frank Geasa .............................................200

Mary Claire Sites ......................................100

Betty Kirvan ..............................................100

Michelle Suski ............................................**

Dave Cryer ...............................................100

Rick & Dawn Marie Barraza .....................250

Lou & Susan Astbury ................................100

Nanda & Sangeeta Gottiparthy ..................**

Mike & Christie Underwood ....................100

Lynn Dantzker ..........................................250

Art & Joan Tenbrink ...................................35

Ellen & Steve Shiromizu ..............................**

Noel & Don Anger .....................................**

Roger & Laura Miller ..................................50

Helmuth Meissner ......................................**

William Haynes .....................................1,000

Diane Wardin .............................................25

Joe & Janet Cristiano ..................................**

Sarah Loduha .............................................**

Jan & Jeb Bing ..........................................100

Kristine Gross ...........................................100

Liz Kerton .................................................250

Bernie & Michael Billen ..............................**

Steven Ethier ..............................................**

Curtis Lum .................................................75

Tom & Sue Fox ...........................................**

Marjorie York ...........................................250

Kathleen Reinig ........................................100

Richard Alexander ....................................800

Xiaoli & Tim Yu ........................................200

Kay King...................................................200

Richard & Poy Chew ................................100

The Vellinger ............................................200

Carol Guarnaccia .......................................**

Ilene & Mike Forman ................................250

Randy & Pat Davis ....................................100

Ann & Don Rathjen ....................................**

Hina & Chetan Saiya ..................................**

Sharon Piekarski .......................................250

Bob & Betsy Harris ....................................400

Patricia Bacon ...........................................100

Peggy Bryant ............................................100

Bob & Debbie Rycerski .............................100

The Jolley Family.........................................**

Edward Herman .........................................**

Jack Balch.................................................100

Terry Gianatasio..........................................50

Peter MacDonald .....................................200

2020-2021 Holiday Fund Donors
As of December 28, 299 donors have contributed $72,182 to the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund.

 Each year, the Pleasanton 

Weekly Holiday Fund raises 

money to support programs and 

services that care for local families 

and children in our community. 

The Holiday Fund partners with 

the Silicon Valley Community 

Foundation, which handles all 

finances, so every dollar of your 

tax-deductible donation goes 

directly to local nonprofits with 

no administrative expenses. 

Donate online at www.PleasantonWeekly.com/holiday_fund

This year’s Holiday Fund  recipients that will share in fund contributions are:

Axis Community Health is the Tri-Valley’s sole provider 
of medical and mental health services for individuals and 
families who have a low income or who are uninsured. 
It serves more than 15,000 members of our community.

CityServe of the Tri-Valley supports the community 
by caring for people in crisis, coordinating resources 
between the faith-based community, nonprofits, schools, 
businesses, and government agencies and connecting 
volunteers in the community to nonprofits.

Hope Hospice provides ethical hospice care, transi-
tion services for those not eligible for hospice, bereave-
ment support for adults and children and end-of-life 
education to Tri-Valley families, regardless of insurance 
or income status.

Open Heart Kitchen is the largest hot meal program 
of its kind in the Tri -Valley feeding the hungry every 
weekday at multiple locations.

Valley Humane Society rescues and rehabilitates 
companion animals, champions responsible caretaking, 
shares pets’ soothing affections with people in need 
of comfort, and supports and preserves existing pet-
guardian relationships.

ValleyCare Charitable Foundation plans to use its 
contribution from the annual campaign to help fund 
state-of-the-art health care technology, facilities, vari-
ous clinical programs and services at Stanford Health 
Care-ValleyCare. 

DDonate to the Pleasanton Weekly
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Jeff Christensen ........................................300

James Price ............................................5,000

Nancy Allen ..............................................500

Linda Mullineaux ......................................100

Marilyn Duman ........................................500

Johanna Prevost .........................................30

The Morgenstern Family ............................**

Kelly & Steve Kanty ..................................200

Nancy Page ..............................................500

Michael Siegling .........................................25

Ana & Michael Fong ................................150

Praveen Sampat .......................................100

Peter Schulze ............................................250

Stacey Ristow ...........................................500

Leah Anderson .........................................200

Deborah Wallace ......................................100

Ron & Kathy Anderson ............................200

Dorothy Maddox ........................................**

Carole Peterson & James Brice ...................**

Elise & Jeremy Walsh ................................100

Robert Widmer ..........................................50

Kathleen Kearney .......................................25

Donald & Julie Lewis  .................................**

Michael Montoya .....................................300

Todd Miller ...............................................250

Robert Sygiel ............................................200

Elizabeth D. Beebe ...................................500

Jorge Victoria ...........................................100

The Ramkissoon Family ............................200

Lola Malatesta ............................................50

Smita & Ranjit ..........................................100

George & Hilary Strain ...............................**

Barbara Hollingsworth ...............................**

Tom & Saral Catalano ...............................100

Leela Kapai .................................................**

Vivian & Warren Straight ............................**

Laura Keller ..............................................100

Anthony Nguyen ........................................25

Jacki Stewart ............................................200

Alan & Jean Purves ...................................200

Jason & Jennie Stinebaugh.......................100

Kumar Venkataraman ..............................200

Brett Stoddard ............................................20

Carol Vranesh...........................................100

Dawn Perazzo ..........................................140

Dan & Janeen Rubino-Brumm ....................**

Peggy Voegele .........................................300

Emily Yang ...............................................100

Carol & Thom Kato ..................................100

IN MEMORY OF

Janet Reichlin, from Mike, Lori &  
Michael Reichlin .......................................200

Gam & Papa Abbot, from the  
Casey Family ..............................................**

Robert Himsl, from Charlotte Himsl .........200

Richard Del Tredici, from  
Judith Del Tredici ......................................100

Coach Tony Costello, from Michael &  
Cheryl Costello ...........................................**

Beloved Xiaofan Han, from Xiaojun Mo’s 
Family .........................................................**

Hank Gomez, Robert & Donna Williams,  
from Frank Gomez and Maureen Nokes ....200

Carl W. Pretzel, from Marilyn Pretzel ..........**

Betty Patrick, from Charles &  
Joan Brown ..............................................100

Woody Pereira, from Slivia & Family .........200

Lynne & Liane Pruiksma, from C. Heller .....**

Dr. Gerald L. Severin, from  
Charlotte W. Severin ................................100

Rick Aguiar & George Fargis, Jr,.  
from Nancy Aguiar Fargis .........................100

Steve DeCoite, from Frank &  
Muriel Capilla .............................................**

Brenda Lathlean Faggiano, from Ellen &  
Bill Lathlean ..............................................150

Karl K. Witze ..............................................**

Bert Brook, from Dee Brook .....................200

June & Harry Pantages ...............................**

Too many to list. In my heart and prayers, 
from Howard Merrill ................................100

Tracy, from Vernon Cink .............................**

Elizabeth Ng, from Chris &  
Linda Coleman ......................................1,000

Erik Lemoine, from the Lemoine Family ...200

Jim Snodgrass, from Virginia Snodgrass .....**

Robert C. Bush, from Arlene Bush ...........100

Bob Griffitts, from Sharon Morrison...........50

Bill & Alice Marsh, from Bill &  
Audrey Sears ..............................................**

Betty Dawson, from Dan Dawson ..............**

Sarah Anne Lees, from Donald &  
Judy Person ..............................................200

Charles Soule, from Dorothy Soule ............**

Charles J. Sebahar & Charles J. Sebahar, Jr., 
from Karen Sebahar .................................100

Lana Vigallon .............................................**

Lee B. Young, from Marsha Young ............**

Karen Milelli ...............................................**

Bob Williams ..............................................**

William C. “Bud” Lunde, from  
Louise Lunde ..............................................**

Margaret Hale & Helen Martin, from  
Dave & Roz Gamble ...................................**

Moms-Mary Britto & Lee Gagnon,  
from Carl & Maggie Britto .......................100

Hathily P. Johnson & Marcus E. Peterson,  
from Hathi Winston & Jerry Prettyman.....200

Grandpa Tom & Grandma Marge, from  
Jeff & Nina ...............................................150

Grandpa Ray & Grandma Terry, from  
Kevin & Annie ..........................................150

Vicki Marien & Claude Ganage ..................**

Brien Dowdakin, from Sean Chase ............**

My two wonderful dads-Rick Aguiar & 
George Fargis, from Marianne Ottaway ...200

Dr. Donald R. Gardner, DVM, from  
Wendy Wong & Matt Traini .......................**

Chris Beratlis, from Vic’s Coffee Shop  
Guys .........................................................260

Alex V. Spotorno, from Alex Spotorno  
Family .........................................................**

Bernadette Dantzig-Leo Barsotti, from  
Terry & Judy Scavone ..................................50

Van Gilbert .................................................**

Gretchen Clatworthy, from Deborah & 
Michael Grossman .....................................50

William & Emily Hirst, from Bill Hirst ...........**

Owen Saupe, from Rebecca Saupe ..........100

Jerry Lemm, from Marilyn, Mark &  
Michele Lemm .........................................200

Steve DeCoite, from Jane DeCoite .............**

Our parents - Les & LaVergne Fields & Harold 
& Gen Malmquist .......................................**

Bill Haraughty, from Anita Haraughty ........**

Cora L. Maille, from Maille/Massingham ..500

Jordan Bibbs, from Frank &  
Teresa Morgan .........................................200

Carol Emmett, from George & Jeannie 
Emmett .................................................2,500

Carolyn Caron & Denise Vieira, from  
The Luckenbihl Family ..............................100

George & Betty Ackel, Jay & Helen Edmonds, 
from Pam Ackel .........................................**

Dr. Jim & Helen Gaeckle, from  
Gaeckle Family ...........................................**

Etsuyo Marshall, from John Marshall .......100

Betty Hystad, from Barbara Jackson ...........**

IN HONOR OF

Our “Fabulous” 5 Grandkids, from R&G 
Spicka ........................................................** 

Our Loved Ones, from William Wayne Emery 
& E. Anne Emery ........................................** 

Our granddaughters: Norah & Savannah Huff, 
from Kay & Charles Huff ............................** 

Everyone hurting during Covid-19, from  
Sue King-Irwin & Hank Irwin ....................100

Our wonderful parents, Jeb & Jan Bing,  
we love you very much, from Kerry, Chris & 
Jenny ........................................................150

Trudy Fabian, from Lisa Fabian .................100

Fabian, Inc. Siblings, from Lisa Fabian ......100

Ernie Shanks, from Margaret Shanks .........**

AS A GIFT FOR

Our grandsons Benny & Teddy Threshie .....**

Those in need this holiday season, from  
Mark & LaRene Kidd ................................250

BUSINESSES & ORGANIZATIONS

Time 4 Order - Professional Organizing ....100

DeBernardi Develoment Construction & 
Remodeling ................................................**

J.E. Moore Air Conditioning Inc. ..............500

Rita CPA ...................................................251

Fabulous Properties ..................................250

Tim McGuire Team/Compass ................2,000

Pleasanton Newcomers Club ................1,000

The Pleasanton-Livermore Junior Women’s 
Club .........................................................100

Donate online at www.PleasantonWeekly.com/holiday_fund

**  Donor did not want to publish the amount of the gift.

Donate to the Pleasanton Weekly

In partnership with:

Please consider donating online, which enables your gift to be  
processed immediately. The secure website is:  

siliconvalleycf.org/PleasantonWeeklyHolidayFund

Enclosed is a check for $___________

Name:  ____________________________________________________

Business Name:  ______________________________________________
(Only required if business name is to be listed as donor in the paper)

Address:  ___________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: _________________ / __________ / _____________

Email:  _____________________________________________________

Phone: _______________________________

I wish to designate my contribution as follows (select one):

 In my name as shown above          In the name of business above 

– OR –

 In honor of:    In memory of:    As a gift for:

___________________________________________________________
(Name of Person)

The Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund is a donor advised fund of Silicon Valley Community 
Foundation, a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. A contribution to this fund allows your donation 
to be tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law.

All donors and their gift amounts will be published in the Pleasanton Weekly unless 
the boxes below are checked.

 I wish to contribute anonymously.    

       Please withhold the amount of my contribution.

Make checks payable to Silicon Valley Community Foundation and send to:
05 – Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund
Silicon Valley Community Foundation

P.O. Box 45389
San Francisco, CA 94145-0389
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Tri Valley Life What’s happening around 
the Valley in music, theater, 

art, movies and more

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

 Museum on Main and Cantabella 
Children’s Chorus were among the 
157 arts and cultural organizations 
recently awarded grants from Al-
ameda County, totaling $900,000, 
through its Arts Relief Grant Program.
 The Coronavirus Aid, Relief and 
Economic Security (CARES) Act-
funded grant program was begun to 
assist organizations affected by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. This program 
is managed by the Office of the 
Alameda County Arts Commission 
under the leadership of Alameda 

County Auditor-Controller Melissa 
Wilk and the Alameda County Board 
of Supervisors.
 “The county recognizes that arts 
and cultural organizations are an es-
sential part of our community and an 
instrumental aspect of our economic 
recovery,” Wilk said.
 All qualifying applicants from 
throughout the county were given 
a grant award, ranging in size from 
$3,150 to $15,750, and based on the 
size of each organization’s operating 
budget.
 In Pleasanton, Livermore and 

Dublin the following grants were 
awarded:
• Alameda County Fair (arts and 
cultural traditions): $15,750
• Cantabella Children’s Chorus 
(music): $3,150
• Cheza Nami Foundation (multi-
disciplinary): $3,150
• CYT Tri-Valley (theater): $3,150
• Dublin Partners in Education 
(multi-disciplinary): $9,450
• Harmony Fusion Chorus (music): 
$3,150
• Livermore Art Association (visual 
arts): $3,150

• Livermore Cultural Arts Council 
(multi-disciplinary): $3,150
• Livermore Shakespeare Festival 
(theater): $3,150
• Livermore Valley Opera (music): 
$3,150
• Livermore Valley Performing 
Arts Center (multi-disciplinary): 
$15,750
• Museum on Main (visual arts): 
$3,150
• Pacific Chamber Orchestra 
(music): $3,150
• Pacific Coast Repertory Theatre 
(theater): $3,150

• Radiance (dance): $3,150
• Valley Concert Chorale (music): 
$3,150
• Valley Dance Theatre (dance): 
$3,150
 The arts and cultural organiza-
tions in Alameda County and na-
tionally have been particularly hard 
hit as these venues were among the 
first to close and are among the last 
designated for reopening.
 To learn more about the pro-
grams of the Alameda County Arts 
Commission, visit the website www.
acgov.org/arts. 

County relief grants help arts organizations
Arts, cultural groups hit hard by pandemic closures

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

 A commercial venue in Livermore 
scheduled to open in 2021 is offering a 
COVID-Safe Art Expo that began mid-
December and runs through Jan. 14.
 Thirty-eight local artists are display-
ing their works inside the storefront 
windows at Republic Square, a shopping 
center adjacent to the San Francisco 
Premium Outlets. All of the artwork is 
for sale, with artists’ contact information 
included to arrange a purchase.
 Anne Giancola, visual arts manager of 
Livermore Valley Performing Arts Center, 
is curating the show and believes it helps 
fill a void left by the pandemic.
 “The artists are excited to have the 
opportunity to bring to viewers the joy 
of art, which is sorely missing in these 
COVID times,” Giancola said.
 “The transformative power of art 
brings a sense of well-being and hap-
piness to our lives whether we are the 
creators of art, hanging the art in our 
homes or offices, or viewing the art in an 
exhibit.”
 The Art Expo features works by art-
ists who live locally or who specialize in 
showcasing the beauty of the Tri-Valley. 
Themes vary from landscapes to abstracts 
and three-dimensional fine handcrafts. 

The media include acrylic and oil fine 
art paintings, acrylic pour medium, glass 
works, ceramic pieces, sculpture and 
photography.
 “Because of current restrictions for 
museums and art galleries, we wanted to 
create an interesting experience for the 
shopper to view local Tri-Valley artists in 
an outside setting that is both safe and 

fun,” said Michael R. Van Every, president 
of Republic Urban Properties West Coast.
 Republic Square at Livermore has five 
restaurant buildings, two quick service 
retail buildings and one retail building.
 “As we open our shops and businesses 
at Republic Square over the coming year, 
we invite the public to visit, shop, eat and 
enjoy a cultural experience,” Every said. 

Safe Art Expo open through next week
Works on display in windows with information to purchase

“Red Poppies” by Anne Giancola. “Topsy-Turvey Ceramics” by Barbara Sorenson.“The Gray (Cove #2)” by Linda Ryan.

“Monet’s Garden” by Larry Lagin. “Kayaking Over Whales” by Jen Huber.
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TRI VALLEY LIFE

We buy &  
   sell gold and  
     silver coins

We buy gold, silver  
             & platinum jewelry

High end 
   watches, coins 
      & diamonds 

FREE quotes  •  A+ Rating with BBB

SILVER & GOLD 
EXCHANGE
4211-3B Rosewood Drive, Pleasanton

925.463.2274

www.silverandgoldc4g.com

Public Notice
The Livermore Amador Valley Transit Authority 
(LAVTA) is seeking public input on emergency 
service changes that were implemented as a 

result of the COVID-19 pandemic. Full details of 
LAVTA’s response to the pandemic, including the 
emergency service changes and the public input 

process are available at  
www.wheelsbus.com/covid/. 

Comments will be summarized and provided to 
the Wheels Board of Directors. The deadline for 
submitting input is January 20, 2021 at 5 pm.

Many Bay Area drive-in movie 
venues that popped up when the 
pandemic hit have shuttered, at 
least for now, but some are still 
open, with some of the most popu-
lar movies ever — including “Fro-
zen” in Pleasanton — coming up.

The outdoor movie series at 
Corte Madera’s Lark Theater in 
Marin ended with the summer, and 
all upcoming screenings of the Fort 
Mason Flix drive-in festival have 
been canceled in compliance with 
the local shelter-in-place order.

“We hope to see you again at the 
drive-in one day soon,” Fort Mason 
Flix organizers posted on the festi-
val webpage. “Until then, be safe, 
stay healthy, and wear a mask!” 
The Pier 70 outdoor “Dinner and 
a Drive-in” series began and ended 
in October.

The New Parkway, a beloved 
indoor movie venue in Oakland, 
closed in response to the pandem-
ic, but held a couple of outdoor 
movie nights in late August and 
late September. No screenings have 

been held since then. And Cameo 
Cinema in St. Helena has called off 
its outdoor offerings until spring 
2021.
 However, the Alameda County 
Fairgrounds “Classics From Your 
Car” series of outdoor movies is 
still going strong. “Frozen” is com-
ing up today (Jan. 8), and “Ju-
manji: Welcome to the Jungle” will 
be shown on Saturday (Jan. 9) 
at the fairgrounds at 4501 Pleas-
anton Ave. in Pleasanton. Learn 
more at alamedacountyfair.com/
movie-drive-ins.

West Wind, a chain that opened 
its first drive-in theater in 1952, 
has two theaters in the Bay Area: 
The Solano Drive-in in Concord 
and the Capitol Drive-in in San 
Jose.

The chain is not only going 
strong but seemingly flourishing 
in the pandemic. The business, 
family-owned and operated from 
the beginning, recently reopened 
two drive-ins that had been shut-
tered for years, the Concord venue 

and the Santa Barbara Drive-in in 
Goleta.
 While the fairgrounds of-
ferings are strictly classic mov-
ies, West Wind shows a mix of 
films including new movies. The 
Fairgrounds offers comestibles in-
cluding cheeseburgers with 100% 
Angus beef and Wisconsin cheddar 
cheese, while West Wind advertises 
itself as “retro,” with a fully stocked 
snack bar.

The Capitol Drive-In is at 3630 
Hillcap Ave. in San Jose, and is 
currently open for business, with 
“Wonder Woman 1984” on the 
bill. 

The Solano Drive-In is at 1611 
Solano Way in Concord. Because 
COVID-19 restrictions often 
change quickly, it’s best to check 
with this venue to determine 
whether it’s open.

In general, with almost any 
venue, it’s a good idea these days 
to call ahead and check that the 
business is currently open. 

—Bay City News Service

Many drive-in theaters closed, but 
others going strong amid pandemic

Showings continue at Pleasanton fairgrounds this week

Landscaper and gardener Phil 
Stob will address the Livermore 
Amador Valley Garden Club on 
“Tool Care and Sharpening for the 
Home Gardener,” at its next meet-
ing, at 7 p.m. next Thursday (Jan. 
14) via Zoom.

Stob, a gardener for 50 years, is 
an engineer by profession but uses 
his spare time to grow and plant 
trees all over his community. He 
also is a “gear head” who collects 
tools, picking up many from garage 
sales and Craigslist, and he says he 
has learned that an old sharp tool 
will outperform most of the new 

tools available.
Stob’s talk will focus on tool 

sharpening as club members are 
about to get their garden tools ready 
for spring. He is a firm believer that 
well maintained garden tools make 

a job easier and more enjoyable, 
plus says the clean cuts result in 
healthier plants.

The public is invited to the talk 
as well as club members. For Zoom 
meeting details, email president@
lavgc.org.

During the pandemic, garden 
club work parties practice social 
distancing and wear masks as they 
service the Sensory Garden in Pleas-
anton, Hansen Park Rose Garden 
and Eden Garden in Livermore.

To learn more about the Liver-
more Amador Valley Garden Club, 
go to www.lavgc.org 

Talk about tool care
Speaker to share tips about keeping gardening gear shipshape

Kunsh Zutshi, a member of 
Troop 905 sponsored by St. 
Raymond Catholic Church, has 
qualified to become an Eagle 
Scout, and his Eagle Court of 
Honor is planned for the future 
due to COVID-19.

Zutshi, a senior at Dublin 
High School, served in his troop 
as quartermaster, webmaster 
and patrol leader for more than 
four terms. He also volunteered 
for the past five years at the Tri-
Valley Animal Rescue and at a 
veterinary shelter.

His other activities are martial 
arts, where he earned a sec-
ond-degree black belt, and 4H 

speech compe-
titions, where 
he has placed 
gold at the 
state level. Zut-
shi also enjoys 
running and 
has participat-
ed in multiple 
triathlons and 
long-distance 
running events. He wants to 
eventually participate in a half 
marathon.

Zutshi’s Eagle Scout project 
was to build an agility struc-
ture for the East Bay SPCA, 
consisting of jumps, cavalettis, 

weave poles and a horizontal 
ladder. He designed the blue-
prints on Inventor and ren-
dered 3D models, and decided 
to make the structure out of 
PVC so it would be light but 
also durable.

He recruited and supervised 
a group of friends to build the 
structure, then delivered the 
completed project to the East 

Bay SPCA.
Zutshi, the son of Swati Bak-

shi and Rahul Zutshi of Dublin, 
plans to study biology in col-
lege, then go into veterinary 
medicine or zoology. 

—Dolores Fox Ciardelli

Eagle Scout Kunsh Zutshi
Project was agility structure for SPCA

Kunsh Zutshi

GETTY
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Sometimes life just sucks.
  It is a brutal statement but 
one that is painfully true. As 

we welcomed the new year with all 
the hope of putting 2020 behind 
us, we lost a pair of people that I 
knew or knew of within days of 
each other.
 Joe Rose Jr., a longtime leader 
with the Pleasanton Junior Football 
League, and Kevin Gallegos Lopez, 
a 2014 Foothill alum who was a 
standout wrestler for the Falcons, 
left us in such a short period of 
time. 

Joe Rose Jr.

 Joe, a 1970 graduate of Amador 
Valley, passed on Dec. 30 of a heart 
attack at the age of 69, leaving a 
group of longtime Pleasanton resi-
dents stunned.
 I grew up in Pleasanton, and 
every kid in the 1960s and 1970s 
knew Joe Jr. — or “Big Joe” or 
“Big Daddy,” pick your nickname. 
Joe cut an imposing figure around 
what was then a small town. His fa-
ther Joe Sr. was arguably the most 
popular and well-known police 
officer in the history of Pleasanton.
 Joe Jr. was larger than life.
 “You got that right,” said Mike 
Lusby, one of Joe’s best friends. 
“Since he passed, I have been get-
ting so many texts and calls talking 
about how great a guy he was. He 
was that way since the beginning.”
 Joe, who was older than Lusby, 
took him under his wing once he 
hit high school. 
 “He may have been two years 
older than me, but he took an in-
terest in my football game,” Lusby 
explained. “We would go after 
practice and work out more at a 
local park. He was the reason I was 
a two-way starter.”
 Lusby also recalls how Joe taught 
him how to look at life.
 “He instilled the ‘don’t give a 
(crap) about what other people 
think of you,’” Lusby said, laugh-
ing. “He could hang out and feel 
comfortable with any group — the 
jock group or the hippie band 
people.”
 Joe was one of the driving forces 

in the PJFL. He was not only a 
board member and a coach, but a 
mentor to incoming coaches.
 He also coached junior football 
in Livermore and was so respected 
by both programs that the an-
nual Pleasanton-Livermore All-Star 
game is called “The Joe Rose Bowl.”
 I know he took a great amount 
of pride when former PJFL players 
came back and in turn coached in 
the league. Greg Chandler was one 
such player.
 The former Foothill athlete and 
current Foothill assistant coach 
played for Joe and then coached 
alongside him. The 2019 Cardi-
nals team where Chandler and Joe 
coached was Joe’s last team and 
was his 50th year coaching. 
 “Joe was a gentle giant,” Chan-
dler said. “He always cared more 
about teaching us the right way 
to play and carry yourself on the 
field rather than worrying about 
winning.”
 Guy Houston, who was mayor of 
Dublin followed by serving in the 
California State Assembly, had his 
sons Bart and Sumner play for Joe 
in PJFL.
 Bart went on to star as a QB for 
Wisconsin and Sumner as an of-
fensive lineman for Oregon State. 
Houston has always felt Joe gave 
the boys a solid foundation.
 “He really cared about the kids,” 
Houston said. “It wasn’t about win-
ning, but the type of character the 
kids had. He was always so proud 
of my boys’ accomplishments.”
 Joe was also a well-known wres-
tling coach in town.
 “You could bet that he would be 
at every single Amador football or 
wrestling match,” Lusby said.

Kevin Gallegos Lopez

 It stinks when anyone dies, but 
when it is someone young, it stings 
right to your core. Such is the case 
when we heard 25-year-old Kevin 
passed on Jan. 2 from a stroke.
 I can’t speak for everyone, but 
when I see a kid with the world 
at his feet pass away, it finds me 
questioning my faith at times. I 
did not know Kevin personally, but 

my wife who works at Foothill and 
some of my kids knew Kevin.
 I did not hear a bad word about 
Kevin, not just from my family, but 
from all I talked to about the young 
man
 It is the kind of feeling that does 
not go away inside. The mid-20s 
is the age when you almost feel in-
vincible, but then something pops 
up and turns your world upside 
down.
 It is not fair.
 Kevin was a popular student 
who wrestled at Foothill before 
moving on to Chico State where he 
recently graduated with a degree in 
public health sciences.
 He was born in Mexico and 
attended Valley View Elementa-
ry and Pleasanton Middle before 
moving on to Foothill. He was 
the oldest of four siblings and was 
looked to as a hero by his brothers 
and sister.
 As a Dreamer, he was an inspira-
tion to all around him as he real-
ized education was the best route 
to attain success. 
 There is a GoFundMe page set up 
for Kevin’s family; it had raised over 
$50,000 from community contri-
butions as of Wednesday morning. 
Please search it out online if you are 
interested in donating. 

Editor’s note: Dennis Miller is a 
contributing sports writer for the 

Pleasanton Weekly. To contact him 
about his “Pleasanton Preps” column, 

email acesmag@aol.com.

995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
Ashoka Indian Cuisine 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 574754 
The following person doing business as: 
Ashoka Indian Cuisine, 3550 Stanley Blvd., 
Ste. 4, Pleasanton, CA 94566, County of 
Alameda, is hereby registered by the 
following owner: Ashok Maan, 3111 
Maguire Way, Apt. 409, Dublin, CA 94568. 
This business is conducted by Ashok 
Maan, an Individual. Registrant began 
transacting business under the fictitious 
business name listed herein October 8, 
2010. Signature of  
Registrant: Ashok Maan, Owner. This 
statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on November 24, 2020. 
(Pleasanton Weekly, December 18, 25, 
January 1, 8, 2021.

Hill Mortgage 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 574903 
The following person doing business 
as: Hill Mortgage, 350 Main Street, Ste. 
H., Pleasanton, CA 94566, County of 
Alameda, is hereby registered by the 
following owner: Scott Hill, 6966 Paseo 
Santa Cruz, Pleasanton, CA 94566. This 
business is conducted by Scott Hill, an 
Individual. Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under the fictitious 
business name listed herein. Signature 
of Registrant: Scott Hill, Broker/Owner. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on December 2, 2020. 
(Pleasanton Weekly, Dec. 18, 25, Jan. 1, 
8, 2021.)

997 All Other Legals
NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER 
ESTATE OF: AGNES HWUN-GIAT YAO 
KWAN, also known as AGNES HWUN-
GIAT YAO KWAN and AGNES Y KWAN and 
AGNES H KWAN and AGNES KWAN. 
Case No.: RP20082162. To all heirs, 
beneficiaries, creditors, contingent 
creditors, and persons who may 
otherwise be interested in the will or 
estate, or both, of AGNES HWUN-GIAT 
YAO KWAN, also known as AGNES 
HWUN-GIAT YAO KWAN and AGNES Y 
KWAN and AGNES H KWAN and AGNES 
KWAN. A Petition for Probate has been 
filed by: REGINA KWAN PETERSON in 
the Superior Court of California, County 
of ALAMEDA. The Petition for Probate 
requests that: REGINA KWAN PETERSON 
be appointed as personal representative 

to administer the estate of the decedent. 
The petition requests the decedent’s 
will and codicils, if any, be admitted to 
probate. The will and any codicils are 
available for examination in the file 
kept by the court. The petition requests 
authority to administer the estate under 
the Independent Administration of 
Estates Act. (This authority will allow 
the personal representative to take 
many actions without obtaining court 
approval. Before taking certain very 
important actions, however, the personal 
representative will be required to give 
notice to interested persons unless they 
have waived notice or consented to 
the proposed action.) The independent 
administration authority will be granted 
unless an interested person files an 
objection to the petition and shows good 
cause why the court should not grant 
the authority. A HEARING on the petition 
will be held on FEBRUARY 8, 2021, at 9:45 
a.m. in Dept.: 202 of the Superior Court 
of California, County of Alameda, located 
2120 Martin Luther King, Jr. Way, Berkeley, 
CA 94704. If you object to the granting 
of the petition, you should appear at the 
hearing and state your objections or file 
written objections with the court before 
the hearing. Your appearance may be in 
person or by your attorney. If you are a 
creditor or a contingent creditor of the 
decedent, you must file your claim with 
the court and mail a copy to the personal 
representative appointed by the court 
within the later of either (1) four months 
from the date of first issuance of letters 
to a general personal representative, as 
defined in section 58 (b) of the California 
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the 
date of mailing or personal delivery to 
you of a notice under section 9052 of the 
California Probate Code. Other California 
statutes and legal authority may affect 
your rights as a creditor. You may want to 
consult with an attorney knowledgeable 
in California law. You may examine the 
file kept by the court. If you are a person 
interested in the estate, you may file 
with the court a Request for Special 
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an 
inventory and appraisal of estate assets or 
of any petition or account as provided in 
Probate Code section 1250. A Request for 
Special Notice form is available from the 
court clerk. The Petitioner: Regina Kwan 
Peterson, Pro Per, 605 Blossom Court, 
Pleasanton, CA 94566. (708) 646-4331. 
(Pleasanton Weekly, December 25, 2020, 
January 1, 8, 2021.)

Call (925) 600-0840 for assistance with  
your legal advertising needs.

Employment
The Pleasanton Weekly offers  

advertising for Employment, as well as  
Home and Business Services.

If you wish to learn more about  
these advertising options,  

please call 650.223.6582 or email 
digitalads@paweekly.com.

PLEASANTON  
PREPS

BY DENNIS MILLER

Community mourns 
two unexpected losses

Joe Rose Jr. was driving force for PJFL;  
Kevin Gallegos Lopez was standout at Foothill Joe Rose Jr.

Kevin Gallegos Lopez

DONATE ONLINE 

PleasantonWeekly.com/holiday_fund

2020

Pleasanton Weekly 

Sports
Pleasanton Preps sponsored by

846-8802 
RoseHotel.net

469-6266
EddiePapas.com
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Calendar
Theater 
BAY AREA ARTISTS The Artist in Residence 
Program at Tao House in Danville, in which 
Eugene O’Neill produced his masterpieces, 
provides a working retreat for developing or 
established playwrights, scholars or critics 
of the performing arts. Fellowships are 
given to persons focused on the performing 
arts for whom a space of time to work 
without distraction would be beneficial. 
Apply for next year’s session by Jan. 31. Visit 
eugeneoneill.org. 

SAN FRANCISCO MIME TROUPE The San 
Francisco Mime Troupe presents “Red 
Carol” a radio play offering a working class 
take on Dickens’ classic play. Now through 
Jan 17. Visit sfmt.org. 

Concerts 
THE CHOIR OF MAN VIRTUAL PUB SHOW 
Join the boys in a London pub after hours 
for a night filled with singing, dancing and 
laughter. Don’t miss the concert everyone has 
been talking about, now Live from London. 
7:30, Jan. 15. Visit livermorearts.org. 

DRIVE-IN CONCERT World-renowned DJ, 
producer and songwriter Gareth Emery will 
play back-to-back shows at the Alameda 
County Fairgrounds. 3 p.m. and 7 p.m., Jan. 
16. Visit alamedacountyfair.com. 

Teens
AXIS PRESENTS FREE WEBINARS Axis 
Community Health is hosting free, online 
events for parents and students now through 
spring. In the first, “Plugged In Parents,” 
learn to create a healthy, media-friendly 
environment and help teens avoid the pitfalls 
of social media and overuse of technology. 
5:30-6 p.m., Jan. 13. Visit axishealth.org. 

Gardening
TOOL CARE & SHARPENING FOR THE HOME 
GARDENER Livermore Amador Valley Garden 
Club (LAVGC) guest speaker Phil Stob shares 
everything you need to know on how to keep 

garden tools in tip-top shape. LAVGC invites 
members of the public to attend by emailing 
president@lavgc.org to get the Zoom 
meeting details. 7 p.m., Jan. 14. 

Talks & Lectures
ELECTRIFY YOUR RIDE Join Sustainable 
Contra Costa and Drive Clean Bay Area 
for an EV and e-bike webinar, Electrify 
Your Ride. DCBA will review available 
EV and e-bike models, incentives, and 
how to charge at home and on the 
road. Participants will have the chance 
to chat with EV and e-bike owners and 
ask questions. 7-8:30 p.m., Jan. 20. Visit 
drivecleanbayarea.org/events. 

EATING GREEN; WASTE LESS IN 2021 
Sustainable Contra Costa will share new 
actions through the Cleaner Contra Costa 
Challenge, a free platform to work with 
others and reduce household greenhouse 
gas emissions. 6:30-8:00 p.m., Jan. 21. 
Visit sustainablecoco.org. 

DE-FRACK YOUR HOME Home 
electrification is a hot topic and a key step 
in addressing the climate emergency, but 
what exactly is involved? Join our guests to 
learn about induction cooktops, efficient 
space heaters, heat pumps, tankless water 
heaters and much more. 7-8:30 p.m., Jan. 
27. Visit sustainablecoco.org. 

Seniors
ZOOM COFFEE HOUR FOR SENIORS Grab 
a cup of coffee and join friends online. 
Do fun activities and reconnect with 
other seniors from the Dublin Senior 
Center. 10-11 a.m., Jan. 13. Visit 
DublinSeniorCenter.com.

PERSONAL TECHNOLOGY USERS GROUP The 
Personal Technology User Group (PTUG) is 
for all computer enthusiasts. The monthly 
virtual session takes place on the fourth 
Thursday of each month and includes 
discussions, lectures, demonstrations and a 
question/answer period. 10 a.m., Jan. 28. 
E-mail pleasenior@gmail.com. 

SENIORS 60+ LUNCH PROGRAM Served 
curbside at the Pleasanton Senior Center, 
M-F, 11:45 a.m.-1 p.m. Please call Open 
Heart Kitchen at 500-8241 for more 
information. Pleasanton Senior Center, 
5353 Sunol Blvd., Pleasanton. 

NEW YEAR’S SWAG DRIVE-THRU FOR 
SENIORS Welcome in the New Year with 
hope and good will. Pick up a swag bag 
for seniors, at the Dublin Senior Center, 
filled with a useful list of local resources 
and goodies. Enter from Donohue Drive 
and drive toward the Senior Center front 
entrance. Please stay in the car, roll down 
the window of an unoccupied passenger 
seat, or pop open the trunk and Senior 
Center staff will bring a swag bag to 
you. 12:30-1:15 p.m., Jan. 28. For more 
information call 556-4511.

Grants
ROTARY CLUB OF PLEASANTON Rotary 
International is an organization of business 
and community leaders who provide 
humanitarian service, encourage high 
ethical standards in all vocations and help 
build goodwill and peace in the world. To 
achieve that end, Pleasanton Rotary seeks 
to support the human service needs of our 
community and is currently accepting Grant 
applications until 5 p.m., Jan 31. For more 
information visit pleasantonrotary.org.

Meet Gina
Hi, I’m Gina and I’m such a good girl. I step 
right up to get my harness put on, and I float 
along on the leash like a cloud. I’m a big girl 
(5 years old), but I’ve kept my puppy-like 
delight with squeaky toys. While I love people, 
I’m not as comfortable with other dogs and 
would prefer to be the only dog in my new 
home. Help me find a home in 2021. Mention 
me on your application at eastbayspca.org. 
Did I mention my adoption fee is waived? 

PET OF THE WEEK

EAST BAY SPCA

Real Estate
OPEN HOME GUIDE AND REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

This week’s data represents homes sold during 
Nov. 30 to Dec. 4 for San Ramon.

San Ramon
9005 Alcosta Boulevard #202 W. Huang to R. 
Decena for $470,000

9005 Alcosta Boulevard #208 R. & I. Sheyman 
to A. & D. Singh for $475,000

1377 Bayberry View Lane L. & J. Kim to W. & 
Y. Yin for $1,375,000

2190 Canyon Lakes Drive Y. Xue to J. Chen for 
$1,100,000

4864 Cornflower Street S. Chauhan to M. & 
A. Sathe for $1,340,000

525 Crocus Hill Court D. Bieller to A. & R. 
Gopichandran for $1,330,000

3987 Dunbarton Circle Farley Family Trust to 
Ruathaiwat Trust for $1,742,000

5068 Fioli Loop T. & R. Supramaniam to J. & A. 
Budhiraja for $950,000

10030 Foxboro Circle T. & T. Kindel to F. & P. 
Rodrigues for $1,050,000

2160 Goldenrod Lane Patwardhan Trust to A. 
& A. Tsou for $1,195,000

6172 Lakeview Circle J. Anderson to S. & K. 
Sen for $885,000

9905 Mangos Drive Y. Ouyang to R. & P. 
Apsingekar for $1,071,000

2523 Marsh Drive S. & G. Galbraith to S. & C. 
Ahn for $1,521,000

3223 Munras Place Martinez Trust to S. & A. 
Surya for $1,187,000

370 Murindo Place J. Hoyt to S. & N. Bhatt for 
$1,439,000

4736 Norris Canyon Road #203 J. Orsetti to 
K. Mohankumar for $575,000

1808 Paloma Court S. La to A. & C. Harris for 
$1,163,000

431 Pine Ridge Drive Ho Living Trust to D. Tan 
for $655,500

4341 Reedland Circle K. Oliaei to N. & B. 
Panda for $1,220,000

120 Reflections Drive #16 N. & J. Soo-Hoo to 
A. Tengshe for $360,000

120 Reflections Drive #27 Dosaj Trust to V. 
Sanchez for $356,000

3561 Rosincress Drive J. & B. Javier to R. & A. 
Aggarwal for $1,835,000

3321 Sleeping Meadow Way Z. & E. Hashemi 
to X. & N. Mo for $1,478,000

3224 Spicewood Lane Lao Family Trust to L. & 
B. Wang for $1,392,000

14 Spring Garden Court S. Krishnasamy to E. 
& S. Shetty for $1,080,000

215 Stone Pine Lane K. Amintaheri to S. 
Heidberg for $737,000

124 Summerset Court Williamson Trust to A. 
& A. Gupta for $1,405,000

20 Terraced Hills Circle R. Le to M. & S. 
Tripathi for $970,000

HOME SALES

Source: California REsource

arriveREgroup.com

EXCLUSIVE LISTING
BY KATIE MOE | ARRIVE REAL ESTATE GROUP

FOUNDING PARTNER | REALTOR®

925.216.9083 • DRE #01507863
katie@arriveregroup.com

KATIE MOE

JUST LISTED

236 CHALMETTE ROAD, LIVERMORE

1,561 Sq Ft | 4 Bed | 2 Bath | Summerset Single Story | By Appointment Only | $899,000

IF YOU ARE LOOKING TO BUY OR SELL IN 2021, 

LOOK NO FURTHER. I’VE GOT YOU.

No Alameda County sales

Note: The Weekly has been unable 
to obtain fresh Home Sales data for 
Pleasanton, Livermore and Dublin in 
recent weeks. California REsource, 
who compiles this information for 
Embarcadero Media papers, said the 
Alameda County Clerk-Recorder’s 
Office has changed the process (or 
canceled it altogether) for publicly 
reporting grantor-grantee data. Other 
counties’ data remains available.  



Page 18 • January 8, 2021 • Pleasanton Weekly

9472 Blessing Drive, The Preserve
7BR, 5.5BA   |   4829+/- Sq. Ft.

Offered at $4,950,000

STUNNING VIEWS

5548 Corte De Cajon, Pleasanton
Beautifully Remodeled

Price Upon Request

COMING SOON

4550 El Dorado Court, Pleasanton
Representing Seller and Buyer

Off Market Sale

PENDING

2410 Pomino Way, Pleasanton
Beautiful Ruby Hill Estate Home

Price Upon Request

COMING SOON

VenemaHomes.com    |    Liz@VenemaHomes.com    |    925.413.6544    |    660 Main Street, Pleasanton    |    DRE# 01922957

Team Member SpotlightTeam Member Spotlight

Liz Venema
Realtor  

SRES | Owner

Kim Hunt
Realtor 

Director of Operations

Amanda Davlin
Transaction Coordinator 

Social Media Expert

Lisa Desmond
Realtor  

CNE | Lising Manager

Michelle Kroger
Realtor

CNE | SRES

Alexis Venema
Realtor

Kim Hunt-Bisson has been a licensed Realtor in California since 
2006. As the team’s Director of Operations, she works with sellers 
and buyers in all phases of the transaction. Her past experience 
includes more than 10 years as a General Manager for a major retailer 
where she focused on customer service, operational execution, and 
project management.  Kim and her husband are proud parents of 
a Foothill High School Senior and are anxiously waiting college 
acceptance letters. Originally from Maine, Kim looks forward to 
getting back to the East Coast to visit her extended family in 2021.
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$82M+
volume  2019

92
transactions  2019

78+
years of local experience

JUST LISTED
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Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. 

without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

Tim McGuire
Broker

DRE 01349446

Mark James
Realtor®

DRE 00697341

Eva Tia
Realtor®

DRE 02072764

Lori Olson
Realtor®

DRE 02004247

Karen 
Carmichael

Client Services

View our website
Scan with your smartphone camera

Beyond Full Service - A Concierge Approach to Real Estate

A heartfelt thanks to our 
friends and clients for a 
great year. Happy New 
Year and best wishes for
an even brighter 2021 

www.timmcguireteam.com
925.462.SOLD (7653)

@owntrivalleytmcguire1/timmcguireteam /in/owntrivalley

$75M
Total sales in 2020

74
Transactions in 2020

4759 Sutter Gate Ave, Pleasanton

4123 Moller Dr, Pleasanton

991 Rose Ave, Pleasanton

5246 Blackbird Dr, Pleasanton

2665 Starling Ct, Pleasanton

2679 Starling Ct, Pleasanton

2435 Via De Los Milagros, Pleasanton**

2009 Foxswallow, Pleasanton

2444 Via De Los Milagros, Pleasanton**

940 Dewing Ave, Lafayette 

4189 Garatti Court, Pleasanton

233 Trenton Circle, Pleasanton

2264 Raven Road, Pleasanton

5771 Ivy Court, Pleasanton

5375 Springdale Avenue, Pleasanton

4684 Cope Ct, Pleasanton 

2782 Turnstone Drive, Pleasanton

4419 Shearwater Court, Pleasanton

2361 Greenwood, Pleasanton**

1211 Summer Court, Pleasanton

3802 Kamp Dr, Pleasanton

2623 Corte Vida, Pleasanton**

2103 Raven Road, Pleasanton

833 Everett Street, El Cerrito

7490 Flagstone Drive, Pleasanton

7147 Newcastle Lane, Dublin

4122 Clarinbridge Circle, Pleasanton

5393 Midvale Court, Pleasanton

3922 Devon Place, Livermore

5184 Blackbird Drive, Pleasanton

7825 Beaumont Street, Pleasanton

3827 Phoebe Court, Pleasanton

4904 Hibernia Drive, Dublin

2329 Greenwood Road, Pleasanton

1833 Foxswallow Circle, Pleasanton**

2492 Baltusrol Court, Union City**

7835 Canyon Meadows Cir, Pleasanton

496 Adams Way, Pleasanton

4798 Mohr Ave, Pleasanton

4547 Third St, Pleasanton**

2626 Laramie Gate Circle, Pleasanton**

6982 Stagecoach Road, Dublin

668 Abbie Street, Pleasanton

924 Mockingbird Lane, Pleasanton

3941 Vine Street, Pleasanton

25985 Tesla Ct, Tracy**

3823 Vine Street, Pleasanton**

5358 Fioli Loop, San Ramon

2289 Chateau Way, Livermore

101 Misty Circle, Livermore

306 Turnstone Drive, Livermore**

3026 Gardella Plaza, Livermore

81 Castlewood Drive, Pleasanton

8233 Brittany, Dublin

1711 Broadway, Alameda

4732 Central Parkway, Dublin

4511 Mangrove Dr #18, Dublin

651 Moraga Road #34, Moraga

6854 Brighton Drive, Dublin

3629 Redding Street, Oakland

7004 N Mariposa Lane, Dublin

3966 Cedar Lane, Dublin

4931 Thorndike Lane, Dublin

4813 Muirwood Drive, Pleasanton

** Represented Both Buyer & Seller

12
Average days on market

103.1%
Sale to list price ratio
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OVER 75 DREAMS CAME TRUE IN 2020

arriveREgroup.com

FOUNDING PARTNER | REALTOR®

925.216.9083 • DRE #01507863

katie@arriveregroup.com

KATIE MOE
FOUNDING PARTNER | REALTOR®

925.858.0398 • DRE #01897334

jen@arriveregroup.com

JENNIFER LARSON

EMILY BARRACLOUGH

REALTOR® 
DRE #01479356
925.895.7253

WENDY HARMON

REALTOR® 
DRE #01983264
415.235.0692 

SANDRA KOZIMOR

REALTOR® 
DRE #01943317 
925.588.6787

JENNY SHIBLAQ

REALTOR® 
DRE #0204956 
925.202.9026

LAUREN SOMMER

REALTOR® 
DRE #01930371 
925.548.5963

ELISA BELTRAN

REALTOR® 
DRE #01943317 
925.588.6787

THROUGH ALL THE TWISTS AND TURNS,

WE REMAIN COMMITTED TO SERVING OUR CLIENTS
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SOLD

1408 Oak Vista Way, Pleasanton
Sold for $1,751,000

$106,000 Over Asking! 
Highest Sale in the Neighborhood!

SOLD

2498 Allegro St, Livermore
Sold for $1,910,000

$221,000 Over Asking!
Highest Sale in the Neighborhood!

SOLD

2421 Lunada Ln, Alamo
Sold for $2,550,000

$200,000 Over Asking!
Highest Sale in the Neighborhood!

SOLD

827 Sunny Brook Way, Pleasanton
Sold for $2,070,000
Buyer Represented

SOLD

1415 Livorna Rd, Alamo
Sold for $2,260,568
Buyer Represented

SOLD

2499 Lunada Ln, Alamo
Sold for $2,378,000

$150,000 Over Asking!

SOLD

8107 Regency Dr, Pleasanton
Sold for $2,125,000
Buyer Represented

SOLD

2410 Lunada Ln,  Alamo 
Sold for $2,325,000

Multiple Offers!

SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD

1155 Shady Pond Ln, Pleasanton
Sold for $2,080,000

Multiple Offers!

606 Rosincress Ct, San Ramon
Sold for $2,260,000
Buyer Represented

8511 Deervale Rd, Dublin
Sold for $1,165,000

$167,000 Over Asking! 
Highest Sale in the Neighborhood!

4792 Canary Dr, Pleasanton
Sold for $1,320,000

Multiple Offers!

Stacy Gilbert
Global Real Estate Advisor

925.487.4883
Stacy@Venturesir.com
DRE: 01350631

Sarah Gilbert
Global Real Estate Advisor

925.487.0067
Sarah@Venturesir.com

DRE: 02050532
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IN 2020 OVER 40 DREAMS CAME TRUE. WILL YOURS BE NEXT?

Our business is built on relationships and we cherish each and every one! 
We extend a heartfelt thank you for your continued support and trust. 

From our family to yours, we wish you a renewed and prosperous New Year!
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