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To learn more, visit: stanfordhealthcare.org/resumingcare

dependable
health care in  
uncertain times

It is as important as ever to get the care you need. Stanford  

Health Care – ValleyCare is taking every precaution to keep you safe. 

To protect your health, we are:

• Sanitizing exam rooms after every patient

• Testing patients for COVID-19 before most procedures 

• Screening everyone for COVID-19 risk before entry

• Providing and requiring masks for patients and staff

• Monitoring employee health, including regular COVID-19 testing

Don’t delay your care. Appointments are available at our locations across 

the Tri-Valley and remotely by video visit.

 QUALITY
RATING

Star

RATED BY THE CENTERS for
MEDICARE & MEDICAID SERVICES

Awarded the highest quality 
ranking by the Centers for Medicare 

& Medicaid Services (CMS)
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Dr. Minh-Chi Tran remem-
bers when her mother was 
in the hospital dying.

“When I was a trainee, my mom 
was diagnosed with cancer and died 
not too long after her diagnosis,” 
Tran said. “I felt very alone dur-
ing that time, even with my family 
around me and with my friends con-
tacting me.”

The medical team in the large 
hospital was focused on those they 
could help, which Tran said she un-
derstood, but it still made a difficult 
time even harder.

Now Tran hates to think she might 
have patients feeling the same way, 
which led to her starting the Wish 
Project at Stanford Health Care-Val-
leyCare in June 2018. She continues 
to be director.

Project volunteers contact patients 
at the end of life and their families to 
start conversations and discover how 
they can bring them comfort as well 
as celebrate their lives.

Head volunteer Betts Cravotto re-
called meeting with a patient who 
was the young mother of three, ages 
14, 17 and 21.

“She said, ‘I am all about Christ-
mas,’” Cravotto remembered, and 
she asked to have a special glass or-
nament made with an etched image 
of her family during their last vaca-
tion and inscribed, “Mom is always 
in your heart.”

The Wish Project had four identi-
cal crystal ornaments created — one 
for each child and one for her wid-
ower — and delivered them, as the 
patient had requested, the first week 
of December.

So far the Wish Project, which 
is funded by donations to Valley-
Care Charitable Foundation, has 
served more than 55 families. One 
wish was for cheesecake with fresh 
berries. Another family asked for 
shadow boxes containing the loved 
one’s name with his EKG and his 
fingerprints.

“The wishes range from special 
meals or favorite foods, such as 
cheesecake or a warm cookie, to 
memorable keepsakes for families,” 
said Shaké Sulikyan, president and 
executive director of ValleyCare 
Charitable Foundation.

The biggest wish fulfilled to date, 
Sulikyan noted, has been a 45-min-
ute Mariachi trio performance in 
May 2019. The patient was brought 
outside — hospital bed and all — 
to be serenaded for 45 minutes, 

surrounded by her family.
Sulikyan said funds are needed to 

keep the Wish Project helping others 
at this time of need, and she hopes 
a current fundraising campaign will 
allow them to expand the program.

“This holiday season we invite 
community members to help grant 
final wishes to patients at the end of 
their life through our crowdfunding 
effort,” Sulikyan said. “The average 
wish costs just $30, so no matter 
the size of your donation, you will 
help to give a gift of compassion and 
dignity to a patient and a heartfelt 
treasure to their loved ones during 
the most difficult time in their lives.”

To donate, visit justgiving.com/
campaign/wishproject or call 373-
4560. Checks, payable to Valley-
Care Charitable Foundation, can 
be mailed to ValleyCare Charitable 
Foundation, 1111 E. Stanley Blvd., 
Livermore, CA 94550; write “The 
Wish Project” on the memo line.

The website has a short video fea-
turing Dr. Tran, volunteer Cravotto 
and some family members.

“People need very little to feel 
heard,” Tran says. “By us giving small 
amounts of compassion, it has made 
a huge difference in patients’ and 
their families’ experiences.”

“This has touched my heart more 
than you can imagine,” one family 
member said. “Please keep on doing 
this for people. It definitely makes 
the family feel like he wasn’t just a 
chart number, but part of a family.”

And that is just what Dr. Tran 
intended. 

Editor’s note: Dolores Fox Ciardelli is 
Tri-Valley Life editor for the Pleasanton 

Weekly. Her column, “Valley Views,” 
appears in the paper on the second and 

fourth Fridays of the month.

VALLEY VIEWS
BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

About the Cover
Gray Fox Circle is among the popular spots in Pleasanton for holiday 
decoration displays. Photo by Mike Sedlak. Cover design by Paul Llewellyn.
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Fulfilling a final wish

THE WISH PROJECT

Personalized crystal ornaments are 
ready to be delivered to a young 
mother’s family.
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Streetwise
ASKED AROUND TOWN

How are you planning to  
spend Christmas this year?

Katrina Kaczmarek
Unemployed due to COVID

Well, things will be a little different this 
year, obviously. I’m having two people 
over, safely distanced, outdoors in my 
backyard. Just my dad and my uncle. We 
will try to do something that resembles a 
normal Christmas, while looking forward 
to next year when we can all be together.

Cameron Grove
Solar technology

I plan to spend Christmas with just 
my parents and siblings at our family 
home in Danville. I will also take a ride 
to Sacramento to visit my grandparents 
from a safe social distance. Probably 
spread out in their garage. Cozy.

Courtney Jacobs
Artist

We are staying home, alone ... for the 
first time this Christmas. Usually we 
travel out of state to visit family, but this 
year we are playing it safe and looking 
forward to starting some new traditions 
— or going insane ... whichever comes 
first.

Jessica Petrie
Tattoo artist 

I am planning to get a COVID test 
and then heading to Napa to spend 
Christmas with just my immediate 
family. We usually have a big giant, 
festive and family-filled holiday. 
Obviously this year we have to do things 
differently.

Spencer Grenley
College student

I plan to spend Christmas with just my 
immediate family, which is very different 
from the way we usually celebrate. We’ll 
watch “White Christmas” like we do 
every year, and my dad and I will jam on 
our guitars, trying to make things seem 
as normal as possible.

Have a Streetwise question? Email editor@PleasantonWeekly.com

The Pleasanton Weekly is published every Friday by Embarcadero Media, 5506 Sunol Blvd., 
Suite 203, Pleasanton, CA 94566; (925) 600-0840. Mailed at Periodicals Postage Rate,  
USPS 020407. The Weekly is mailed upon request to homes and apartments in Pleasanton. 
Print subscriptions for businesses or residents of other communities are $60 per year or $100 
for two years. Go to PleasantonWeekly.com to sign up and for more information.  
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Pleasanton Weekly,  
5506 Sunol Blvd., Suite 203, Pleasanton, CA 94566. ©2020 by Embarcadero Media.  
All rights reserved. Reproduction without permission is strictly prohibited.

— Compiled by Nancy and Jeff Lewis 
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Newsfront
Covered CA help
 Axis Community Health in 
the Tri-Valley is offering to as-
sist residents navigating the com-
plex process of signing up for 
health care coverage during open 
enrollment.
 Private insurance plans for U.S. 
citizens and documented im-
migrants are available through 
Covered CA. Coverage cannot be 
denied due to pre-existing condi-
tions, and financial assistance to 
help cover plan and service costs 
is available for eligible applicants. 
 Open enrollment for Covered 
CA health plan coverage, which 
started last month, ends Jan. 31, 
2021. Anyone can enroll for a 
Covered CA health plan at www.
CoveredCA.com.
 For coverage starting Jan. 1, 
be sure to enroll by Dec. 15. 
Plans purchased during the cur-
rent open enrollment period will 
be honored through the end 
of the year. For assistance, visit  
axishealth.org.

BART union deals
 The BART Board of Direc-
tors voted last week to approve 
new bargaining agreements with 
the agency’s three largest labor 
unions. 
 By a 7-2 vote during the Dec. 
3 meeting, the board approved 
three-year labor contracts for em-
ployees represented by the Amer-
ican Federation of State, County 
and Municipal Employees Local 
3993; Amalgamated Transit 
Union Local 1555; and Service 
Employees International Union 
Local 1021.
 The contracts, running from 
July 1, 2021, to June 30, 2024, 
will not prevent the agency 
from reducing its labor force if 
needed to close its budget deficit 
due to lost revenue during the 
coronavirus.
 They also tie potential wage 
increases in fiscal years 2023 
and 2024 to how much aver-
age weekday ridership rebounds 
post-pandemic.

—Bay City News Service

Talk Hawks win
 Las Positas College’s Talk Hawk 
forensics team scored their big-
gest victory to date at the 2020 
The DVC Thing at Diablo Valley 
College last month.
 Competing against 40 other col-
leges and universities from 11 dif-
ferent states, the Talk Hawks took 
first place by a landslide at their 
largest speech and debate tourna-
ment this year. Among the top 
five teams, Talk Hawk won with 
127 points total; George Mason 
University came second with 50 
points and Bradley University 
placed third with 46 points. 
 Held virtually, the tournament 
included a two-day swing speech 
with different debate competitions 
every day, and closed out with a 
final award ceremony in recogni-
tion of the weekend’s winners. 

DIGEST

BY SUE DREMANN

The spread of the COVID-
19 virus has reached an 
alarming rate, prompting 

Bay Area health officers to imple-
ment the state’s new regional stay-
at-home order sooner rather than 
wait until local hospitals are near 
crisis, they said during a press 
conference last Friday afternoon.
 Gov. Gavin Newsom announced 
the day before that many sectors 
other than retail and essential 
operations would be closed in re-
gions of the state where less than 

15% of intensive care unit beds 
are available under a new regional 
stay-at-home order.
 However, health officers from 
Santa Clara, Alameda, Con-
tra Costa, San Francisco, Marin 
counties and the city of Berkeley 
decided to enact the early order 
through Jan. 4 to try to reduce the 
stress on their hospital resources 
and staff. The order took effect at 
12:01 a.m. Monday.
 “We are in an especially dan-
gerous period of the COVID-19 
epidemic,” Contra Costa County 

Health Officer Dr. Chris Farni-
tano said at last Friday’s press 
conference. “December will be 
the dark COVID winter we feared 
would come.”
 He and the other health officers 
did not think they could wait. 
The current situation is an emer-
gency, he added.
 There is a surge in COVID-19 
cases and hospitalizations in Con-
tra Costa County and across the 
region, according to Farnitano. 
“The number of patients hospi-
talized with COVID-19 in our 

county has doubled in just the 
past couple of weeks, and we are 
at risk of exceeding our hospital 
capacity later this month if cur-
rent trends continue,” he said.
 “It takes several weeks for new 
restrictions to slow rising hos-
pitalizations and waiting until 
only 15% of a region’s ICU beds 
are available is just too late,” 
San Francisco Health Officer Dr. 
Tom·s Aragon said. “Many heav-
ily impacted parts of our region 

Bay Area health officers fast-track  
regional stay-at-home order
New restrictions began taking effect in Alameda County this week

Measure W, 
Measure X 
narrowly 
approved

See certified final totals 
for all elections in the 

Tri-Valley

BY JEREMY WALSH

 Two measures impacting the Tri-
Valley that were among the closest 
contests in all of Alameda County 
in the general election — Measure 
W, the countywide half-cent sales 
tax; and Measure X, the $90 mil-
lion fire facilities bond — both 
passed by the skin of their teeth, 
with results certified last week.
 However, an organization openly 
opposing the new sales tax has re-
quested the Alameda County Reg-
istrar of Voters’ Office conduct a 
recount for Measure W, which fin-
ished with a margin of 0.18%. Reg-
istrar Tim Dupuis did not respond 
to the Weekly’s calls to clarify the 
status of the recount request as of 
press time Wednesday.
 Measure W, which would enact 
a new sales tax of 0.5% across Al-
ameda County for 10 years to fund 
essential county and social safety 
net services, received 358,123 Yes 
votes to 356,812 No votes, accord-
ing to the certified final results.
 The split of 50.09% Yes to 
49.91% No gave Measure W a 
narrow victory with the simple 
majority threshold — although the 
Alameda County Taxpayers Asso-
ciation, which has requested a re-
count, is also challenging that the 
tax should have been held to the 
two-thirds supermajority threshold 

BY CIERRA BAILEY

 Three advocacy groups con-
sisting of mostly Livermore resi-
dents filed appeals last week to 
the Alameda County Board of 
Supervisors opposing the East 
County Board of Zoning Ad-
justments decision to approve 
a proposed 410-acre, utility-
scale solar power plant north of 
Livermore. 
 “We’re not anti-solar,” said 
Chris O’Brien of Save North 
Livermore Valley, one of the or-
ganizations that filed an appeal. 
“Our issue is the location and 
the fact that they’re putting the 

natural environment — which is 
very sensitive out here — versus 
another environmental step for-
ward, which is solar. Our point 
is: Do you have to destroy one 
to have the other? And we think 
the answer is no.”
 Friends of Livermore and 
Friends of Open Space & Vine-
yards submitted separate ap-
peals as well, echoing similar 
sentiments in citing their objec-
tions to the Aramis Renewable 
Energy Project proposed by San 
Francisco-based Intersect Power 
— which also filed its own ap-
peal to the Board of Supervisors 

challenging multiple zoning 
board-imposed conditions of 
approval. 
 During its meeting on Nov. 
24, the zoning board approved 
the plan to develop an estimated 
total of 580 acres of land, with 
410 of those acres containing 
solar panels and support fa-
cilities approximately two miles 
north of the Livermore city lim-
its and Interstate 580 in unin-
corporated Alameda County. 
 However, opponents argue 
that the development poses a 

Appeals challenge solar  
project approval

4 separate appellants, including proponent Intersect Power

COURTESY OF INTERSECT POWER

Rendering depicts what the finished product of the proposed Aramis Renewable Energy Project would look like 
from May School Road and North Livermore Avenue. Vegetative plantings would be designed to screen the solar 
panels from street view. 

See HEALTH ORDER on Page 9

See APPEALS on Page 6 See ELECTION on Page 10
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threat to the natural environment 
of the rural area and violates 
provisions of Measure D, which 
was passed by voters in 2000 and 
aims to preserve agricultural land 
and open space in eastern Alam-
eda County.   
 “I suppose if (the Board of 
Supervisors) approves the proj-
ect, then (Save North Livermore 
Valley) will file a suit against the 

county and look for the courts to 
answer some of these questions, 
especially from our side where 
we think that this is a violation of 
the zoning and the county’s own 
General Plan,” O’Brien told the 
Weekly. 
 Tamara Reus of Friends of Open 
Space & Vineyards and David 
Rounds of Friends of Livermore 
both said that their respective 
groups would support a lawsuit 
filed against the county by Save 
North Livermore Valley if the 

issue reaches that point. 
 “Our basic opinion is that 
320,000 solar panels is not a 
farm and it is not agriculture. It is 
a power plant, and you shouldn’t 
be building power plants on some 
of the last undeveloped fertile soil 
in Alameda County,” Rounds said. 
 One of the arguments present-
ed by Friends of Open Space 
& Vineyards is that “the appeal 
time frame has been incorrectly 
calculated by the county” in light 
of the county not issuing its final 

order until Dec. 3.
 “It was a combination of a fair-
ness issue and also a due process 
issue,” Reus said.  
 While Reus echoed O’Brien 
in saying that Friends of Open 
Space & Vineyards is also not 
against solar energy, she said that 
the group questions the need for 
utility-scale solar in the proposed 
area. 
 “We think a policy has to come 
first and the least environmen-
tally disturbing placement should 
be looked at rather than piece-
mealing in projects that are going 
to have environmental impacts 
and disrupt the agricultural, rural 
character of the area, the open 
space values and the habitat val-
ues,” Reus said.  
 The third resident group that 
filed an appeal, Friends of Liver-
more, commissioned its own 
mapping study in October to 
find some alternative areas with 
solar energy potential. He said 
that although a number of those 
locations may not be ideal to 
developers, the study served as 
an example that if further re-
search is done, they could find 
that “solar energy needs can be 
fulfilled without having to cover 
prime agricultural land in Alam-
eda County.”
 Marisa Mitchell, Intersect Pow-
er’s project lead for the Aramis 
development, countered that her 
company’s efforts to identify its 
project location is a testament 
to how challenging it is to find 
sites with minimal impacts like 
the proposed North Livermore 
location. 
 “Finding a perfect solar site like 
this in Northern California and 
in Alameda County is extremely 
difficult. There are very few areas 
that have low impacts like this 
site,” she said.
 Although its plans were ap-
proved, Intersect Power filed an 
appeal of its own related to two 
conditions of approval added to 
the resolution by the Board of 

Zoning Adjustments. 
 “The condition being appealed 
was added in response to a com-
ment from the United States Fish 
and Wildlife Service and it re-
quires a one-mile buffer for eagle 
nests,” the company wrote in its 
appeal. “This buffer is too large 
for an active agricultural area 
with existing noise disturbances 
from farm equipment and opera-
tions. The addition of noise asso-
ciated with project construction 
does not warrant an avoidance 
buffer greater than a half-mile.”
 The second condition the de-
veloper appealed is the require-
ment for increased setbacks and 
agricultural plantings different 
than what Intersect Power had 
originally planned. 
 In response to the appeals from 
the project’s opponents, Mitchell 
said that Intersect Power is “not 
surprised” by them: “This is all 
a part of the democratic pro-
cess, and we are happy to have 
so many people contributing to 
making this project better.” 
 She added, however, that she 
feels confident that the project 
will move forward as the con-
tent of the opposing appeals does 
not present new arguments that 
haven’t already been heard or ad-
dressed. “I feel that the planning 
staff and the Board of Zoning 
Adjustments made their findings 
and that if they’re comfortable 
with those findings, the Board 
of Supervisors will concur with 
those findings,” she said. 
 The appeals are tentatively 
set to be heard on Jan. 12. By 
that time Supervisorial District 
1, which includes Livermore, 
will have a new representative. 
Supervisor-elect David Haubert, 
the outgoing mayor of Dublin, is 
scheduled to be sworn in to join 
the Board of Supervisors on Jan. 
4, succeeding retiring Supervisor 
Scott Haggerty.
 More information about the 
solar project can be found at 
acgov.org/cda. 

APPEALS
Continued from Page 5

NEWSFRONT

BY JULIA BAUM

 Tri-Valley residents have the 
next month and a half to weigh in 
during the 50-day public comment 
period for the Valley Link transit 
project’s draft environmental im-
pact report recently released by 
the Tri-Valley/San Joaquin Valley 
Regional Rail Authority.
 Stakeholders can review and 
give feedback to the Rail Author-
ity, which is acting as the lead 
agency for the EIR, through Jan. 21 
on the state-mandated document 
containing findings on potential 
environmental impacts related to 
the project.
 In a statement, Alameda County 
Supervisor Scott Haggerty, who 

also chairs the Rail Authority Board 
of Directors, called the document’s 
release an “important milestone.”
 “The release of the draft envi-
ronmental document for the Valley 
Link project takes us one step clos-
er to providing congestion relief 
in one of the most difficult mega-
commute corridors in the nation,” 
Haggerty said. 
 “The Valley Link project will link 
our Alameda County workforce to 
affordable housing, provide op-
portunities for compact transit-ori-
ented development and will have a 
significant impact on the reduction 
of greenhouse gas emissions,” he 
added.
 Proposed as a new transit 

connection between Alameda and 
San Joaquin counties, the Val-
ley Link project would add seven 
new passenger rail service stations 
along a 42-mile corridor between 
the Dublin-Pleasanton BART Sta-
tion and the planned Altamont 
Corridor Express North Lathrop 
Station.
 Several existing transportation 
corridors would be used includ-
ing nearly 12 miles along Inter-
state 580 in the Tri-Valley, the 
Alameda County Transportation 
Corridor right-of-way through the 
Altamont Pass for 14.5 miles, and 
just over 16 miles of the Union 
Pacific Railroad Corridor in San 
Joaquin County. 

 The Rail Authority currently has 
three open house meetings sched-
uled, which will include a public 
presentation and discussion about 
the draft EIR. 
 Due to concerns about the 
COVID-19 pandemic, all three 
events will be held online, where 
officials will answer general ques-
tions about the Valley Link proj-
ect. However, officials told the 
Weekly that “there are no COV-
ID-related changes to the project 
itself in the newly released draft 
EIR.”
 The online open house meeting 
dates and times are: next Saturday 
(Dec. 12) from 9-10:30 a.m., Dec. 
16 from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., and 

Dec. 17 from 5-6:30 p.m.
 For information about how to 
join the upcoming online open 
house meetings, visit www.valley-
linkrail.com.
 Officials said comments and re-
sponses to the Valley Link project 
draft EIR are “encouraged and will 
be accepted until 5:00 PM on Janu-
ary 21, 2021.”
 Residents may send their com-
ments to drafteircomments@val-
leylinkrail.com (be sure to include 
“Valley Link DEIR” in the subject 
heading, or via mail to:  
 Tri-Valley/San Joaquin Valley Re-
gional Rail Authority; Attn: Valley 
Link Draft EIR; 1362 Rutan Court, 
Suite 100; Livermore, CA 94551. 

Rail Authority releases Valley Link draft EIR
Public comment period underway through Jan. 21 for residents to weigh in on findings

Here for you. Or over there for you.
In-person or virtual visits at

Bayside Medical Group
genpeds.stanfordchildrens.org
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NEWSFRONT

BY JULIA BAUM

 Passengers riding Pleasanton 
Paratransit Service (PPS) will have 
uninterrupted service when a local 
business assumes management 
and day to day responsibilities of 
the nearly 50-year-old city pro-
gram next year, officials said at last 
week’s City Council meeting.
 “There will be no service in-
terruption, we have a plan for 
that already,” community services 

manager Jay Ingram told the coun-
cil on Dec. 1.
 The council unanimously ap-
proved a $896,400 agreement with 
Pleasanton-based Black Tie Trans-
portation, which will take over 
daily operations starting Feb. 1 
and provide door-to-door shared-
ride service to the Livermore 
Amador Valley Transit Authority 
(LAVTA) for seniors 70 years and 
older, as well as adults 18 and 

older qualified under the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act, for the 
next three years. 
 In a report, staff said contracting 
with Black Tie would “reduce the 
general fund subsidy to a three-
year average of approximately 
$64,500 and reduce the three-year 
operating expense to an average of 
$363,800, down from the previous 
five-year average of $661,500.”
 Current riders will also be 

notified about the change in ad-
vance, according to Ingram.
 “During COVID we are doing 
well-check calls with seniors,” he 
said. “We’ll have that same ap-
proach with this change in pro-
gram where we do outreach via 
phone...to connect with each of 
the PPS riders and talk about the 
service change, what that really 
means, so that will be a real-
ly hands-on discussion with our 

riders we already have.”
 A mix of public dollars from the 
Metropolitan Transportation Com-
mission (MTC), city general funds, 
and the countywide Measures B 
and BB are used to support PPS 
operations. Under the new agree-
ment, the city will relinquish its 
MTC Transportation Development 
Act 4.5 funds.

Black Tie will take over paratransit service in Pleasanton
Also: Council recognizes business anniversaries, postpones Public Storage hearing

We’re Hiring !

• Join one of the best school districts in California 
• #1 School District in Alameda County
• Jumpstart your career
• Great place to work and live 

                         
School District

4665 Bernal Avenue
Pleasanton, CA  94566

925.462.5500
www.pleasantonusd.net

BY JULIA BAUM

 Tri-Valley native Nazineen Kanda-
hari is one of 13 recent inductees in 
the Alameda County Women’s Hall 
of Fame Class of 2020.
 Sponsored by the Alameda Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors and the 
county’s Commission on the Status 
of Women, the 17-year annual pro-
gram raises funds to women and 
families in Alameda County and 
champions learning for local girls 
through the Mary V. King “Leading 
the Way” Youth Scholarship Fund.
 A virtual ceremony was held 
this year in lieu of the traditional 

in-person celebration, and features 
video biographies of the honorees, a 
message from County Administrator 
Susan Muranishi, and surprise for 
one of the inductees.
 Kandahari — 
who was born in 
the Middle East 
and raised in 
Dublin — was 
recognized by the 
Emerging Leader 
category for her 
“commitment to 
change the sys-
tems perpetuating health disparities” 

and “facilitating people’s right to imag-
ine and pursue their healthiest lives.” 
 Some issues that Kandahari has 
worked on include gender-based 
violence in medicine, as well as 
changing systems that perpetuate 
health disparities. 
 Currently a student in both the 
Joint Medical Program and Program 
in Medical Education for the Urban 
Underserved at the University of 
California, San Francisco, where 
she obtained her medical doctorate, 
Kandahari also holds a master’s de-
gree in science from the UC Berke-
ley School of Public Health.

 The other 2020 Women’s Hall of 
Fame inductees were:
•  Business and Professions:  

Reign Free 
•  Justice: Sonya L. Smallets
•  Community Service:  

Candi Thornton-McCreary 
•  Non-Traditional Careers:  

Jean Bjork
•  Culture & Arts: Judith Smith
•  Philanthropy: Nicole Kyauk
•  Education: Susan A. Cota
•  Science, Technology, Engineering: 

Rashim Mogha
•  Sports & Athletics: Teri McKeever
•  Environment: Fatemeh Shirazi

•  Youth: Valeria Cruz
•  Health: Cynthia Carey-Grant.
 The nomination period is now 
open for the 2021 Alameda Wom-
en’s Hall of Fame. To nominate 
someone, visit acgov.org/whof/nom-
inations.htm. 
 To learn more about the Alam-
eda County Women’s Hall of Fame 
and the 2020 inductees, visit whof.
acgov.org or email countyadminis-
trator@acgov.org. 
 Contributions to the Mary V. King 
“Leading the Way” Youth Scholar-
ship Fund can be made at acgov.org/
whof/support.htm. 

Dublin’s Kandahari enshrined in Women’s Hall of Fame
Nominations being accepted for Class of 2021

Nazineen 
Kandahari

See COUNCIL on Page 10
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BY JULIA BAUM

With more people spending De-
cember at home while new re-
gional statewide shelter orders are 
in effect, Tri-Valley law enforce-
ment told the Weekly that resi-
dents should still eliminate any 
lingering opportunities for thieves 
this holiday season.

“Though we anticipate fewer 
property-related crimes since less 
people will be at local retail cen-
ters, our staff is prepared to handle 
any situation,” Pleasanton Police 
Chief David Swing said.

Overall, the Pleasanton Police 
Department is anticipating that 
residents and businesses will “con-
tinue acting appropriately and ac-
cordingly” during the holidays.

Dublin has experienced a signifi-
cant reduction in crime this year 
compared to 2019, which Police 
Chief Garrett Holmes attributed to 
various restrictions related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Auto and residential burglar-
ies, as well as retail thefts, are 
down due to more people shop-
ping online and working from 
home. Overall, year-to-date crimes 
against people in Dublin are down 
14%, and property crimes shrank 
by 32%.

However, Holmes said, “We 
are starting to see package thefts 
from porches increase as many 

people are having their merchan-
dise shipped to their residence.”

Dublin Police Services will 
have increased staff — includ-
ing marked and unmarked patrol 
vehicles, as well as officers on 
bike and foot patrol — as part 
of a “Holiday Crime Suppression 
Detail,” which will “target crime 
trends that are common during the 
holiday season.”

Livermore Police Department 
has also “seen a few positive 
trends” during stay-at-home orders 
such as no residential burglaries 
being reported during Thanksgiv-
ing week, according to Officer Tay-
lor Burruss. 

“If the correlating factor is in 
fact people being at home, then we 
would expect to see those numbers 
remain low through the season,” 
Burruss said.

Like Dublin and Pleasanton, 
“every year there is an increase in 
package theft around this time” in 
Livermore, Burruss added.

All three departments gave simi-
lar crime prevention and safety tips 
for residents to exercise, both on 
the streets and at home. 

Burruss recommends homeown-
ers consider investing in high-
quality security camera systems: 
“In many cases, they act as a deter-
rent and, if not, they capture evi-
dence we may otherwise not have.”

Community residents should 
be “alert and aware,” report sus-
picious circumstances, and have 
descriptive details ready for call 
operators to better assist.

Law enforcement suggested that 
people shopping in person should 
park their vehicle in a well-lit area 
and make sure all of the doors 
and windows are shut and locked. 
Be sure to avoid carrying large 
amounts of cash, and use checks 
or credit cards when possible. 

Also lock packages, bags or valu-
ables in the trunk, or make sure 
they are concealed if your car 
doesn’t have a trunk. Never leave 
unattended packages on floors or 
counters while inside stores. 

When walking back to the car, 
officials said have your keys in 
your hand, be cautious of strangers 
approaching them in the parking 
lot, and avoid being distracted by 
not talking or texting on their cell 
phones. Make sure to scan the in-
side of your car to ensure no one is 
hiding behind any seats.

Women should carry purses 
under their arms, and men should 
keep their wallets in an interior 
coat pocket or front pants pocket. 

Livermore PD also provided a 
detailed list of tips specifically for 
package theft prevention. See the 
full list at www.PleasantonWeekly.
com. 

BY JULIA BAUM

The Pleasanton Public Library 
suspended indoor services starting 
Tuesday while the state’s regional 
stay-at-home order is in effect, but 
there are several alternative op-
tions for residents to access books 
and other library materials and 
resources.

The library opened to the public 
almost a month ago, and offered 
indoor services for a total of 16 days 
(Nov. 12 to Dec. 5) before the state-
wide stay-at-home order started.

“Although we are unable to pro-
vide the public with access to the 
library at this time, it’s very impor-
tant for us that the community still 
has access to our material and the 
many vital resources we provide,” 
Heidi Murphy, the city’s library 
and recreation director, said in a 
statement. 

During its brief time open to the 
public, library and recreation com-
munity coordinator Nick Binzoni 
told the Weekly, “With occupancy 
fixed at 20 patrons, we saw very 
short and safe visits to our library 

with a total of 300-400 patrons per 
day. We typically see as many as 
2,000 patrons on an average day.” 

Visitors not only browsed the 
bookshelves, they also applied for 
library cards, checked their email, 
printed documents, and asked ref-
erence questions. An average of 
1,500 books, CDs and movies were 
checked out each day the library 
was open, according to Binzoni. 

The community also shared their 
appreciation for the library team. 
One homeschool parent “was ec-
static we were open to the public 
and was eager to come in with her 
children to the library,” Binzoni said, 
and a group of middle school stu-
dents “wanted to donate their ‘love 
rock’ paintings to all the staff at the 
library in appreciation of the library 
being reopened.”

Binzoni also shared a story about 
a man who recently picked up some 
reserved books and “thanked the 
library, and mentioned that visiting 
the library and picking up materials 
was helping him to maintain his 
mental health.” 

Library materials can still be ac-
cessed through contactless sidewalk 
services, Tuesdays through Thurs-
days from 12-6 p.m., and Fridays 
and Saturdays 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Library materials must be reserved 
either on the library’s website or by 
calling 931-3400.

“During these times, our sidewalk 
service actually allows us to serve a 
greater number of library patrons,” 
Binzoni said.

In October, 45,885 items were 
checked out through sidewalk ser-
vice; last month 25,672 items were 
checked out though “November is 
traditionally a slower month due to 
the holidays,” he added.

Virtual programming and online 
services will continue to be offered 
including free ebooks, library card 
signups, online book club, research 
tools, printing and streaming ser-
vices, and weekly live storytimes on 
Facebook.

Under the stay-at-home order, the 
city’s playgrounds will also be closed 
to the public in addition to indoor 
library service. 

NEWSFRONT

To explore more about Pleasanton, 
visit us at www.cityofpleasantonca.gov

HIGHLIGHTS
City Council Meeting
Tuesday, December 15, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.
•  Review the Planning Commission’s approval of applications P19-

0128/P19-0129 for a Design Review and Conditional Use Permit to 
modify an existing self-storage facility (Public Storage) as follows: 1) 

Stanley Blvd., and consider adoption of a resolution approving a 

•  Ratify calendar year 2021 City Council assignments to various boards 
and commission and Vice Mayor selection

BE A PART OF THE PUBLIC PROCESS – 
VOLUNTEER FOR A CITY COMMISSION

The City Council recruits and appoints residents of Pleasanton  
to a variety of boards and commissions, allowing them to contribute  

on important community issues. 
Applications are now being accepted for upcoming vacancies on the 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
Apply online on the City of Pleasanton website at  

Applicants must reside within the Pleasanton city limits

For additional information contact  

Tri-Valley police offer safety tips  
for holiday season

Burglaries are down, but officials warn about package thefts

Pleasanton Library suspends indoor 
service after health order

Contactless sidewalk pickup, online materials and resources still available

DONATE ONLINE 

PleasantonWeekly.com/holiday_fund

2020

Pleasanton Weekly 
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already have less than 15% of ICU 
beds available, and the time to act 
is now.” He added that there is 
no place to transfer patients with 
nearly three-quarters of all beds 
filled in the Bay Area.
 Aragon said that every person 
who tests positive infects another 
1-1/2 people. For every case they 
do detect, six to 10 cases go un-
detected. “This virus is relentless 
and unforgiving,” he said.
 Dr. Lisa Hernandez, health of-
ficer for the city of Berkeley, urged 
the public to take the order seri-
ously. People should not travel 
for the upcoming holidays, nor 
gather or meet with anyone out-
side of their own household, even 
outdoors.
 “If you have a social bubble, it 
is now popped. Do not let this be 
the last holiday with your family,” 
she said.
 The order follows the state’s 
restrictions under the regional 
stay-home order. Bars, wineries, 
personal services, hair salons and 
barbershops are closed. Retail 
stores and shopping malls also 
have to be limited to 20% of ca-
pacity; restaurants are required to 
be closed for indoor and outdoor 
dining but may have takeout and 
deliveries. 
 Schools that have already 
opened for in-person instruction 
and critical infrastructure such as 
grocery stores, gas stations and 
pharmacies will remain open.
 Contra Costa Health Services 
listed out the open and closure 
status of most sectors in the 
Bay Area under the new health 
order in an online “Openings at a 
Glance” worksheet last week.
 The closure list also in-
cludes activities and businesses 
such as drive-in events, family 

entertainment centers, recreation-
al team sports, public events and 
gatherings, and movie theaters.
 Able to remain open — with 
social distancing and face cover-
ing rules in place — are locations 
such as vehicle repair shops, parks 
(but no playgrounds), construc-
tion, outdoor gyms/fitness activi-
ties, hotels for essential travel, 
laundromats, real estate, profes-
sional film or media production, 
places of worship (outside only) 
and outdoor recreation facilities 
such as tennis courts, sports fields 
and golf courses (without food or 
beverage). 
 In announcing their preemptive 
order Friday, the health officers 
said that they often work col-
laboratively and provide hospital 
and ICU beds when hospitals in 
another county are overwhelmed. 
They would do the same during 
the COVID-19 crisis, but they 
want to make sure they would 
have enough beds to serve their 
patients and handle any overload, 
if necessary.
 Alameda County Health Officer 
Dr. Nicholas Moss said the rising 
hospitalization rates across the re-
gion threaten not only community 
members with severe COVID-19, 
but anyone who may need care 
because of a heart attack, stroke, 
accident or other critical health 
need.
 “By acting together now we will 
have the greatest impact on the 

surge and save more lives,” he 
said.
 San Mateo County officials is-
sued a statement last Friday sup-
porting the other Bay Area health 
officials, but stopped short of is-
suing the restrictions.
 “As other Bay Area Health of-
ficials today announced that they 
would impose new local stay-at-
home orders, the County of San 
Mateo remains focused on fol-
lowing the state’s existing metrics 
and process, while reinforcing the 
public’s responsibility to comply 
with existing safety measures — 
especially avoiding gatherings — 
to slow the spread of COVID-19 
during the holiday season,” coun-
ty officials said.

 To further clarify the status of 
school openings, Moss and Al-
ameda County Superintendent 
of Schools L. Karen Monroe re-
leased a joint statement on Friday 
explaining that “schools already 
open for in-person instruction 
may stay open,” but “schools that 
have not yet opened for in-person 
instruction cannot open.”
 Small group cohorts are al-
lowed to continue on campus. No 
new elementary school reopening 
waivers are being accepted, while 
middle and high school reopen-
ing waivers are not being issued 
under state regulation — meaning 
the emphasis remains on remote 
learning for most schools. 
 “As always, please continue to 

wear a face covering whenever you 
leave home, maintain at least 6 
feet of distance from anyone you 
do not live with, wash your hands 
frequently and avoid gathering or 
traveling for the holidays. All of 
these things will help to drive 
down case rates and move us more 
quickly toward the school reopen-
ings we all want to see,” Moss and 
Monroe said. 
 The status of school openings 
is expected to be a topic of con-
versation — either agendized, or 
via anticipated parent turnout — 
during next Tuesday’s Pleasanton 
Unified School District Board of 
Trustees meeting. 

Editor’s note: Pleasanton Weekly editor 
Jeremy Walsh contributed to this story.

HEALTH ORDER
Continued from Page 5
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BY JULIA BAUM

 Gun owners in Dublin will soon 
be required to store their fire-
arms inside a locked container 
or keep it disabled with a trigger 
lock while inside their home after 
the City Council unanimously ap-
proved the new ordinance at its 
meeting last week.
 California already has similar 
laws in effect for guns in house-
holds with children living there, 
or that require a gun owner to 
store their guns from a household 
member who is prohibited from 
having guns. 
 “What we’re doing in this case 
is just expanding that definition 
beyond those two scenarios — 
children in the home or criminal 
record — and applying it to all 
households,” City Manager Linda 
Smith during a presentation at the 

Dec. 1 meeting.
 Added to the Dublin Municipal 
Code, the ordinance known as 
Chapter 5.89 to Title 5, states, 
“No person shall keep a firearm 
within any residence unless the 
firearm is stored in a locked con-
tainer or disabled with a trigger 
lock.”
 Two exceptions were added: 
when the firearm is lawfully car-
ried on an individual, or when 
it is under the control of a peace 
officer.
 Councilmember Shawn Kum-
agai said the ordinance “will state 
clearly to our community that we 
embrace a culture of gun safety” 
and “safe gun storage helps to pre-
vent unintentional and intentional 
injury and death of minors, helps 
prevent gun suicide, and deters 
gun theft.”

 A staff report stated “the un-
safe storage of firearms threatens 
public health and safety,” and that 
54% of gun owners in the U.S. 
don’t lock away all of their guns. 
This year, there have been at least 
236 unintentional shootings by 
children, resulting in 102 deaths 
and 141 injuries nationally. Seven 
of those were in California, result-
ing in two deaths and five injuries.
 Another study cited in 2010 
found that more than 80% of 
children ages 18 and younger who 
died by gun suicide used a gun 
owned by a family member.
 A total of 22 cities statewide 
have enacted their own ordinanc-
es similar to the one in Dub-
lin, including Oakland, Berkeley, 
Moraga and Sunnyvale. 
 “It’s not about taking gun 
rights away from people at all 

whatsoever, it’s about educating, 
it’s about making sure that we do 
our part, and have an awareness 
out there,” said Councilmember 
Melissa Hernandez, who is now 
the city’s mayor-elect.
 Hernandez said she supported 
“not only just saying it but actu-
ally doing something,” and sug-
gested the city could provide their 
own trigger locks for residents, 
as well as looking into various 
sources of grant funding for pub-
lic firearms safety awareness.
 Before voting for the ordinance, 
Councilmember Arun Goel called 
the issue of gun safety “near and 
dear to my heart.” 
 Goel explained that someone 
who was like a son to him died by 
suicide with a gun, and said edu-
cation is needed but “part of what 
I’ve always been about is, when 

we take an action of such a nature, 
it should be for the fundamentally 
correct things, not just for stipu-
lation of trying to do something 
perfunctory or lip service.”
 “Systematically I agree with it, 
and so I’m kind of in a little bit 
of a confusion standpoint,” Goel 
said. “We can agree on safety but 
in the reality, how much of these 
are issues from lawful gun owners 
vs. unlawful gun owners.”
 Goel concluded: “I’m just say-
ing that as council members, we 
should be able to defend our 
action and why we took it from 
the fundamentally correct reasons 
happening within our boundary 
or something we’re deliberately 
taking action to prevent.”
 The ordinance goes into effect 
30 days from its adoption. 

Dublin City Council passes new gun storage law
Gun owners must lock their firearms inside a container or use a trigger lock

Businesses react

Reporter Tony Hicks of 
Bay City News Foundation 
interviewed several Tri-
Valley business owners and 
advocates about the impacts 
of the new stay-at-home order. 
Read the article in full now at 
PleasantonWeekly.com.
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 Las Positas College student Syd-
ney Roberts won a statewide music 
composition contest last month, 
receiving a scholarship along with 
the honor.
 Inspired “while listening to vari-
ous marimba pieces” in class, Rob-
erts received the award and $200 
scholarship for her original song 
“Thief” during the annual Music 
Association of California Com-
munity Colleges Conference in 

November.
 Roberts espe-
cially drew in-
spiration from 
Steve Reich’s 
“Nagoya Ma-
rimbas” when 
she composed 
her song, which 
is intended for 
three marimbas, 
she said.
 “The minimalist idea of the piece 

was very attractive to me and I de-
cided I wanted to try writing some-
thing that was both minimalist and 
not at the same time,” Roberts said. 
“I wrote a hocket that I could really 
jam to and after that, the piece just 
wrote itself.”
 LPC music department co-co-
ordinator Dan Marschak called 
Roberts “one of our top music stu-
dents” and said he knew of “no one 
else who is more deserving of this 
honor.”

 “In addition to being a stellar 
composer, pianist, and flutist, she 
is also our department student as-
sistant and our tutor,” Marschak 
said. “I know she will be successful 
in whatever she decides to pursue.”
 Once she receives her Associate 
in Arts degree in music along with 
several certificates of achievement, 
Roberts plans to pursue her goal of 
writing music for video games and 
movies by earning a bachelor de-
gree in game scoring and a master’s 

in composition at San Francisco 
State University. 
 “Even though I’m moving on 
from LPC in fall 2021, I do hope 
that I can help give insight to the 
younger or newer composition stu-
dents and help them succeed just 
as my colleagues, classmates, and 
educators do for me,” Roberts said. 
“I can attribute a lot of my personal 
growth as a musician, student, and 
person to my LPC professors and 
private instructors.” 

Las Positas student wins statewide award for original song
‘Thief’ nets Sydney Roberts first place

Sydney 
Roberts

MAYOR OF PLEASANTON

Karla Brown  . . . . . . . . 47.13%

Jerry Pentin  . . . . . . . . . . .35.06%

Monith Ilavarasan  . . . . . . .9.95%

Druthi Ghanta  . . . . . . . . .5.13%

Tom Turpel  . . . . . . . . . . . .2.51%

PLEASANTON CITY COUNCIL

Valerie Arkin . . . . . . .  23.59%

Jack Balch . . . . . . . . . .22.26%

Nancy Allen . . . . . . . . . 20.18%

Randy Brown . . . . . . . . 11.44%

Zarina Kiziloglu  . . . . . . . 8.65%

Chiman Lee  . . . . . . . . . . 7.52%

Jarod Buna . . . . . . . . . . . 6.23%

PLEASANTON USD BOARD

Steve Maher (inc) . . . .30.17%

Mary Jo Carreon . . . . .20.19%

Kelly Mokashi . . . . . . .18.65%

Jamie Yee (inc) . . . . . . . 16.94%

Chong Wong . . . . . . . . 13.81%

MAYOR OF LIVERMORE

Bob Woerner . . . . . . .64.82%

Mony Nop . . . . . . . . . . 34.88%

LIVERMORE COUNCIL DIST. 3

Brittni Kiick  . . . . . . . .59.29%

Peter Patterson  . . . . . . 40.49%

LVJUSD BOARD

Kristie Wang. . . . . . . .26.04%

Yanira Guzmán . . . . . .22.16%

Chuck Rogge (inc) . . . . 17.43%

Kandiss Hewing . . . . . . 17.20%

Asa Strout  . . . . . . . . . . 16.94% 

MAYOR OF DUBLIN

Melissa Hernandez . . .49.85%

Arun Goel  . . . . . . . . . . 39.82% 

Regina Pangelinan . . . . 10.03%

DUBLIN CITY COUNCIL

Sherry Hu . . . . . . . . . .26.34% 

Michael McCorriston  .16.14% 

Dawn Plants . . . . . . . . . 12.86% 

Sri Muppidi  . . . . . . . . . 12.44% 

Samir Qureshi  . . . . . . . 10.82% 

Kashef Qaadri  . . . . . . . . 7.33%

Shawn Costello  . . . . . . . 5.43% 

Razi Hasni . . . . . . . . . . . 4.81%

Lucrecia Deleon . . . . . . . 3.60%

DUSD BOARD AREA 1

Kristin Pelham . . . . . .61.69%

Dawn Nwamuo . . . . . . 37.95% 

DUSD BOARD AREA 4

Gabi Blackman (inc) . .71.85%

Michael Utsumi . . . . . . 28.00% 

COUNTY SUPERVISOR DIST. 1

David Haubert . . . . . .54.12%

Vinnie Bacon . . . . . . . . 45.55% 

SUPERIOR COURT JUDGE

Elena Condes . . . . . . .55.91%

Mark Fickes . . . . . . . . . 43.64%

BART BOARD DIST. 5

John McPartland (inc) 36.61%

Steven Dunbar . . . . . . . 34.05%

Mike Wallace . . . . . . . . 29.09%

LIVERMORE PARKS BOARD

James Boswell . . . . . . .26.22%

Jan Palajac (inc) . . . . .24.12%

Mike Ralph. . . . . . . . . . 18.73% 

Stacey Swanson . . . . . . 17.40%

Richard Tarbell . . . . . . . 13.38%

CONGRESS DIST. 15

Eric Swalwell (D) - inc . . 70.9%

Alison Hayden (R) . . . . . 29.1%

STATE SENATE DIST. 7

Steve Glazer (D) - inc . .66.0%

Julie Mobley (R) . . . . . . . 34.0%

STATE ASSEMBLY DIST. 16

Rebecca Bauer-Kahan  
   (D) - inc  . . . . . . . . . .67.4%

Joe Rubay (R) . . . . . . . . . 32.6%

MEASURE W SALES TAX 
(MAJORITY TO PASS)

Yes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50.09%

No . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49.91%

MEASURE X $90M FIRE BOND 
(66.6667% TO PASS)

Yes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .66.78%

No . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33.22%

MEASURE V UTILITY USER 
TAX (MAJORITY TO PASS)

Yes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .69.08%

No . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30.92% 

Winners indicated in bold.

inc = incumbent

Write-in totals not included; none was above 
0.45%

Certified final election results Alameda County turnout: 81.28%

required of a special tax.
 “As the public would pay $1.5 
billion in new taxes over the next 
ten years if Measure W passes and 
is implemented, the public de-
serves an ironclad assurance that 
the Measure W election on Nov. 
3, 2020 was conducted accurately 
and fairly,” Jason A. Bezis, attorney 
for the association, wrote in a let-
ter to the county on Monday.
 “The public, especially the 
49.91% who voted ‘no,’ cannot 
be assured that the Measure W 
election was conducted fairly and 
transparently until a complete, 
open, and accurate recount and 
audit is conducted at county ex-
pense, following the Santa Clara 
County recount policy model,” 
Bezis added.
 Measure W was a tight contest 
throughout the tabulation process, 
which began after polls closed 
Nov. 3 and continued until certifi-
cation on Nov. 30. 
 A proposal put on the ballot 
by the Alameda County Board of 
Supervisors, Measure W asked 
voters to approve the new sales 
tax “to provide essential county 
services, including housing and 
services for those experiencing 
homelessness, mental health ser-
vices, job training, social safety 
net and other general fund ser-
vices,” according to the ballot 
question.
 Yes on Measure W held a slim 

lead in the early days of results 
reporting before slipping into a 
trailing position Nov. 10 and then 
regaining a slight advantage with 
the new tally on Nov. 12 that it 
would not relinquish. 
 The new tax would be in place 
for 10 years and generate an esti-
mated $150 million per year.
 In another tight race, Measure 
X — the Alameda County Fire 
Department’s $90 million fire fa-
cilities bond proposal that was 
on the ballot in unincorporated 
communities — narrowly passed 
with 38,796 Yes votes (66.78%) to 
19,300 No votes (33.22%). 
 As a fire facilities bond, Measure 
X needed to eclipse the 66.667% 
threshold to pass. 
 The certified results represented 
a small but necessary margin shift 
for ACFD, compared to when it 
placed an identical proposal on 
the primary election in March. 
(Then as Measure D, the $90 mil-
lion fire bond lost with 66.37% 
Yes.)
 “This was an important decision 
for the community to make in 
this unique election year,” ACFD 
Fire Chief William McDonald said 
on Dec. 1. “Aging, outdated fire 
facilities affect the communities 
we serve and our service deliv-
ery. Measure X will help ensure 
we can continue providing timely 
emergency medical and fire re-
sponse and wildfire protection and 
prevention. We greatly thank the 
community for their support and 
participation.” 

ELECTION
Continued from Page 5

In other business

 • Nearly 200 local businesses 
celebrating milestone anniversaries 
this year were recognized at the 
start of the Dec. 1 meeting. City 
economic development manager 
Lisa Adamos led the virtual cer-
emony, stating, “We have changed 
our format but certainly not our 
sentiment.”
 “We have seen the Pleasanton 
community rally to support our 
businesses and we’ve witnessed 
businesses banding together to 
support each other through these 

difficult times,” Adamos said.
 Throughout the pandemic “we 
have seen the perseverance, resil-
ience and commitment of many 
Pleasanton businesses to remain in 
operation,” she added. 
 Adamos also called Pleasanton’s 
diversity of “small sole proprietor-
ships, regional operations, national 
retailers and corporations repre-
senting a breadth of industries” 
one of its key attributes.
 A total of 189 businesses are 
marking 15, 20, 25, 30 and 40 
years of business in Pleasanton 
this year. Among those with 40-
year anniversaries are Big O Tires, 
Footlocker, Macy’s and Forest Chi-
ropractic Office Professional Corp.

 For a complete list of local busi-
nesses celebrating anniversaries 
this year, visit www.cityofpleasan-
tonca.gov.
 • The council approved a 
$259,111 purchase to upgrade the 
city’s virtual desktop infrastruc-
ture (VDI) system during approval 
of the consent agenda, which are 
items considered routine in nature 
and usually voted in one motion 
without discussion.
 The city’s current virtualized 
desktops used by staff, which “rep-
licate a user’s regular desktop and 
access to information and programs 
needed to complete their job du-
ties,” are at the end of their useful 
life, according to public documents. 

 Staff recommended the pur-
chase of Dell/EMC VXrail “hyper-
converged equipment” to “allow 
desktop computers to continue to 
run (VDI) to seamlessly allow tele-
working while capacity restrictions 
limit the number of on-site em-
ployees in city facilities.”
 • A public hearing regarding a 
conditional use permit applica-
tion to modify the Public Storage 
facility on Stanley Boulevard has 
been continued until the Dec. 15 
council meeting, according to city 
officials.
 The project to demolish seven 
existing structures and build 
three brand-new buildings — in-
cluding a 900-square-foot office, 

9,750-square-foot single-story 
storage building, and a three-sto-
ry storage building encompass-
ing 197,410 square feet — on 
the 6.5-acre site located at 3716 
Stanley Blvd. was approved by the 
Planning Commission, 4-1, in late 
October. 
 Public Storage has also request-
ed a 98.8% reduction — down to 
a total of $25,898 from the original 
$2.1 million estimate — on the 
affordable housing fee that is ap-
plicable to most residential and 
commercial projects in Pleasanton, 
based on city criteria and “particu-
larly in light of the projects very 
low actual employee generation 
rate,” according to a staff report. 

COUNCIL
Continued from Page 7
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The Parkview provides a resident-centered lifestyle that offers more than just supportive 
living. With assisted living and memory care services and a full array of life-enriching 
programs and opportunities for social connection, you and your loved ones will  
discover why The Parkview in Pleasanton is senior living at its finest.

Discover The Parkview. Connect with an advisor today!

An Managed Community

The Parkview
Assisted Living and Memory Care

925-398-3933  |  theparkview.org

License #015601283

Stay Social. Stay Engaged.  
Stay Connected.

BY JEREMY WALSH

National news outlet Axios re-
leased an expose story this week 
after a yearlong investigation into the 
actions of a Chinese national accused 
of being a covert spy targeting young 
American politicians between 2011 
and 2015, including Tri-Valley Con-
gressman Eric Swalwell.

The news article outlines allega-
tions against Fang Fang, also known 
as Christine Fang, who is accused 
of secretly working on behalf of 
China’s Ministry of State Security, the 
country’s main civilian spy agency, 

as part of a “long game” strategy to 
cozy up to up-and-coming politi-
cians before she abruptly left the U.S. 
in mid-2015.

Axios reporting, which included 
information from intelligence offi-
cials and political operatives speak-
ing anonymously, alleged Fang con-
nected with a number of unsuspect-
ing politicians or campaigns while 
rising in local political circles, includ-
ing Swalwell’s camp.

The allegations included that Fang 
raised funds on behalf of Swalwell’s 
2014 re-election campaign as well as 

recommended at least one potential 
intern who ultimately gained a posi-
tion in Swalwell’s D.C. office, accord-
ing to Axios. 

Axios, citing official sources, said 
there has been no evidence of illegal 
contributions as a result of these 
activities nor is there any evidence 
Fang ever received classified in-
formation. Swalwell, who has not 
been accused of any wrongdoing in 
this case, immediately cut off ties 
to Fang in 2015 after federal coun-
terintelligence investigators alerted 
him to their concerns about Fang, 

according to Axios. 
Swalwell’s office referred the 

Weekly to its statement in the Axios 
article: “Rep. Swalwell, long ago, pro-
vided information about this person 
— whom he met more than eight 
years ago, and whom he hasn’t seen 
in nearly six years — to the FBI. To 
protect information that might be 
classified, he will not participate in 
your story.” 

The Axios story also alleges a range 
of other activities by Fang involving 
other politicians. To read the full 
article, visit the www.axios.com. 

Report: Suspected spy targeted Swalwell, other politicians 

U.S. Rep. Eric Swalwell
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Decorative displays abound, allow Tri-Valley 
residents to celebrate while distancing

PHOTOS BY MIKE SEDLAK

 Many familiar neighborhood holiday displays — 
and some new ones — are colorfully illuminated 
across the Tri-Valley to help residents enjoy the season. 
 The drive- or walk-by decorations allow residents 
to enjoy the season from a safe distance amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

 A number of the local family favorites are included 
in the holiday display tour lists for Pleasanton and 
Livermore shared respectively by the city of Pleasanton 
(www.hometownholiday.com) and Livermore Down-
town, Inc. (www.livermoredowntown.com). Here are 
a few that caught our eye: 

holholiday iday 
seasonseason

T heT he

Left: Santa and Mrs. Claus make an appearance at Candy Cane Lane. Right: The city of Pleasanton’s downtown holiday tree lit up the sky last Saturday night, which was one of the final days of 
authorized outdoor dining until the new health order took effect.
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Clockwise from top left: This home on Knottingham Circle in Livermore is a familiar favorite each December in the Tri-Valley. Decorated house lights up in a dark evening on Chardonnay Drive in 
Pleasanton. The downtown Livermore tree at Lizzie Fountain Park. Families drive through Candy Cane Lane in Pleasanton. 

Pleasanton resident Linda Kelly celebrates the Christmas season each year with these Santa lights that have been in her family since 1930 and remain working after all of these years. Her grandfather 
bought the lights as a surprise for the family 90 years ago; it was their first set of electric lights for the tree. Here is Kelly showing off the lights for a newspaper article on their 50th anniversary (left), as 
well as how the lights look this year (right). Photos courtesy of Kelly.

HOLIDAYS AT HOME••• •••
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BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

 Holiday shows that welcome the 
season are returning, courtesy of 
Livermore Valley Performing Arts 
Center. But this year the variety of 
musical entertainment will be en-
joyed virtually since the Bankhead 
Theater and Bothwell Arts Center 
remain closed.
 “The performing arts offer mo-
ments of joy and beauty that are 
precious in our world, especially 
right now,” LVPAC Executive Di-
rector Chris Carter said. “Virtual 
events aren’t the same, but they still 
have the power to entertain and 
allow artists to share their talents.”
 The performers, which local au-
diences have loved in the past, 
include Oregon-based band Pink 
Martini and Canadian master fid-
dlers Natalie MacMaster and Don-
nell Leahy.
 Pink Martini, affectionately called 
“Everyone’s Favorite Little Orches-
tra,” quickly sold out its single per-
formance at the Bankhead Theater 
in 2015. This year the troupe will 
offer two virtual shows, “Home 
for the Holidays: a Pink Martini 
Spectacular” on Dec. 17, and a New 
Year’s Eve extravaganza appropri-
ately titled, “Good Riddance 2020.”
 Pink Martini was filmed in front 
of the 35-foot Christmas tree at its 
World Headquarters in Portland, 
and the show presents fan favorite 
numbers as well as holiday classics 
old and new.
 “A Celtic Family Christmas” on 

Dec. 19, features MacMaster, Leahy 
and their talented children, in a 
lively performance from their home 
in Nova Scotia on fiddles, keyboard 
and drums, accompanied by their 
tap-dancing feet. Their songs, danc-
ing and family frolics were a hit last 
month when they closed the “Best 
of the Bankhead” Virtual Benefit. 
They also have appeared several 
times on the Bankhead stage.
 “Eleanor’s Very Merry Christmas 
Wish — The Musical” tells the 
story of a rag doll who lives in the 
magical world of the North Pole; 
the family-friendly production is 
recommended for ages 3 and up. 
A party-box show package can be 
purchased that includes a copy of 
the book, an ornament and letter-
to-Santa stationery. Tickets for the 
show can be ordered and watched 
for any 48-hour period from now 
through Dec. 27.
 For three weekends, Valley Dance 
Theatre, a resident company of the 
Bankhead Theater, will offer a virtu-
al on-demand performance of their 
2019 production of “The Nutcrack-
er.” The company typically presents 
eight public and two school perfor-
mances each December involving 
as many as 100 dancers of all ages 
as well as the orchestra members. 
Tickets to see the 2019 virtual on-
demand performance are free, al-
though donations in support of 
Valley Dance Theatre can be made 
when registering online or during 
the performance.

 Tickets for “The Nutcracker” are 
available through the Bankhead 
box office by calling 373-6800 or 
visiting LivermoreArts.org. Tickets 
for Pink Martini, “A Celtic Fam-
ily Christmas” and “Eleanor’s Very 
Merry Christmas Wish” are avail-
able on the website through links 
that direct a portion of sales back to 
benefit Livermore Valley Perform-
ing Arts Center.
 “We are glad to help promote 
these events and appreciate the 
share in ticket revenue they offer, 
which will help support our return 
to live performances in the future,” 
Carter said. 

Holiday shows welcome the season — virtually, of course
‘Moments of joy and beauty are precious in our world right now’

BY JEREMY WALSH

 Like many things throughout the 
past eight months, Hanukkah will 
look different this year as Jewish 
congregations in the Tri-Valley adapt 
their observances amid the health 
pandemic.
 But the feeling of eight-day cel-
ebration will remain familiar and the 
messages it conveys will be just as 
relevant as ever in 2020, according 
to local Jewish spiritual leaders. 
 “Hanukkah is about creating light 
in dark times. Judaism has always 
been a religion focused on the pos-
sibility of what we can do to bring 
healing to the world. This year, es-
pecially, Hanukkah’s message seems 
more relevant than ever,” said Rabbi 
Laurence Elis Milder, of Congrega-
tion Beth Emek in Pleasanton. 
 “Jewish tradition holds that we 
add one candle to the Menorah each 
night, a symbol of the victory of 
hope over despair. Even in the face 
of this terrible pandemic, we main-
tain our hope that a brighter day, the 
defeat of disease and despair, is just 
around the bend,” he added. 
 “Chanukah celebrates the miracu-
lous oil that burned for 8 days in the 

candelabra (Menorah) of the Jewish 
Temple in Jerusalem in the year 139 
B.C.E. This 7-branched candelabra, 
hammered out of a single piece of 
metal, is a symbol I hold on to this 
Chanukah,” Rabbi Raleigh Resnick, 
of Chabad of the Tri-Valley in Pleas-
anton, told the Weekly. 
 “We live in a climate of height-
ened COVID isolation and societal 
fragmentation. Many feel detached 
and lonely. The Temple’s menorah 
reminds us that our different flames 
come from our universal oneness. 
We are not alone. All of us, on 
the right and on the left, are all 
fashioned in the image of the Di-
vine and radiate His light. May we 
feel that unity even as we celebrate 
apart from each other this year,” he 
added.
 The eight-day Hanukkah holiday 
began this Thursday and continues 
through Dec. 18. Many of the local 
Hanukkah observances have shifted 
into an online format due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and associ-
ated county health orders, but there 
will be some in-person events as 
well. 
 Chabad of the Tri-Valley was set 

to host its annual Chanukah Won-
derland at Stoneridge Shopping 
Center, re-envisioned for 2020 as an 
outdoor event on the top floor of the 
old Sears parking lot on Thursday 
(after the Weekly’s press deadline), 
according to Rabbi Resnick. 
 Chabad’s Chanukah Dinner Con-
cert event is still on schedule for 
this Sunday (Dec. 13) from 6-8 
p.m., but the venue has shifted from 
Livermore to Chabad’s parking lot at 
3370 Hopyard Road in Pleasanton. 
 Chabad of the Tri-Valley will also 
join Chabad Centers throughout 
Northern California in hosting a 
mega Chanukah event via www.
liveChanukah.com on Monday 
(Dec. 14) beginning at 6 p.m. To 
learn more, visit www.JewishTriVal-
ley.com.
 For Congregation Beth Emek, lo-
cated at 3400 Nevada Court, all of 
its Hanukkah observances will be 
held online and can be viewed at 
www.bethemek.org/live in light of 
the pandemic and health concerns. 
 “Hanukkah candle lighting will 
be hosted by a different family each 
night, with each bringing some-
thing personal to the congregation’s 

celebration, including songs, stories 
and family traditions,” Rabbi Milder 
said. 
 Congregation Beth Emek’s annual 
Shabbat Hanukkah will be held 
today (Dec. 11) at 8 p.m. and will 
feature viewing of candle lighting in 
the decorative Hanukkah menorahs 
of its congregants homes. Candle 
lighting will occur at 6:30 p.m. on 

the other nights of Hanukkah. 
 A special Hanukkah celebration 
with family activities will be held 
on Saturday (Dec. 12), and Rabbi 
Milder will be broadcasting a spe-
cial Hanukkah concert on Monday 
(Dec. 14) at 1 p.m. via the “Con-
gregation Beth Emek Pleasanton” 
YouTube page. To learn more, visit  
www.bethemek.org. 

Observing Hanukkah in the Tri-Valley
Local Jewish community celebrating holiday in different ways this year

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Hanukkah menorahs, courtesy of Congregation Beth Emek. 

LVPAC

Top: “Eleanor’s Very Merry Christmas Wish — The Musical” is available in a party-box show package that includes a 
copy of the book, an ornament and letter-to-Santa stationery. Above: Pink Martini, known as “Everyone’s Favorite Little 
Orchestra,” will perform in two shows, on Dec. 17 and on New Year’s Eve.

HOLIDAYS AT HOME••• •••
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BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

Encore Players of Livermore invite 
everyone to travel virtually to Bed-
ford Falls for “It’s a Wonderful Life, A 
Live Radio Play,” based on the holi-
day classic movie released in 1946.

The tale takes place one December 
night when an angel named Clarence 
is sent from heaven to show George 
Bailey, a desperate man, what life 
would have been like if he hadn’t 
been born. In this production, the 
cast of 17 actors play multiple roles 
as well as perform the live sound 
effects.

“’It’s a Wonderful Life’ is the perfect 
show for the holidays, especially this 
year,” said director Martie Muldoon, 
a Livermore resident. “A radio play 
lends itself well to Zoom, though 
presents new challenges.”

Muldoon said getting everyone’s 
voices, the cameras and sound ef-
fects working well together for a 
virtual platform has been part of the 
challenge.

“We decided to use live sounds 
because it’s more authentic, as well as 
more fun for the cast,” she explained. 

“We encour-
age the audi-
ence to watch 
for those live 
sound effects, 
as well as live 
music, as 
they listen to 
the story.”

Livermore actor Tim Ackerman 
plays the angel Clarence.

“I am enjoying myself immensely,” 
Ackerman said. “It feels good to ‘act’ 
again. And Clarence really lives up to 
his name — Oddbody. He is quirky 
but lovable.”

Maya Allwardt, a recent graduate 
of Foothill High School, wrote the 
show’s music plus is voicing some of 
the characters.

“It’s been a challenge but also super 
exciting,” Allwardt said. “I’m having 
so much fun with this wonderful 
cast, and I can’t wait for everyone to 
see the show.”

The cast also includes Donna 
Blevins, Lea Blevins, Lesleyann 
Coker, Bob Cowgill, Grare Davis, 
Judy Fenton, Yana Ghannam, Pat 

Goard, Marsha Howard, Bruce Ka-
plan, Victorian King-Bowman, Bill 
Leach, Joyce Rocha, Meredith Sarbo-
raria and Ray Spooner.

“I’m delighted to have such a 
large cast, made up of veteran 
performers along with first-timers,” 
Muldoon said. “We’ve been having 
a wonderful time.”

Performances are at 7 p.m. next 
Tuesday (Dec. 15), hosted by the 
Livermore Public Library; and at 
7 p.m. next Saturday (Dec. 19), 
hosted by Encore Players. There 
is no admission fee, but donations 
are appreciated to cover script and 
royalty costs.

For Zoom performance links, visit 
www.encoreplayers.net, or contact 
Encore Players at encoreplayersofli-
vermore@gmail.com.

Encore Players formed in 2014 to 
provide a venue for amateur actors 
and directors to share their passion 
for theater with the community. 
Actors of all ages take part in per-
formances although the troupe par-
ticularly looks for works with roles 
for “seasoned” actors. 

Encore Players to present 
holiday classic

Two shows next week of ‘It’s a Wonderful Life, A Live Radio Play’

BY PATRICIA J. BOYLE

Ludwig van Beethoven famously 
said, “To play a wrong note is insig-
nificant; to play without passion is 
inexcusable.”

The Livermore-Amador Sympho-
ny remains passionate about music 
and eager to share it, despite the 
pandemic forcing a halt to rehearsals 
and live performances.

“The symphony continues to 
reach out and support the commu-
nity through online musical offer-
ings,” music director Lara Webber 
said.

This month, the focus is 
Beethoven and his 250th birthday, 
with the symphony releasing several 
Beethoven-themed video projects on 
its website and social media pages.

Two videos present live recordings 
of recent Livermore-Amador Sym-
phony performances at the Bank-
head with new introductions by 
Webber. In a third, pianist Frederic 
Chiu is featured in a unique recital 
created for the symphony by Bay 
Area soprano Heidi Moss.

A video of Beethoven’s 6th Sym-
phony (“Pastoral”) combines a re-
cording of the symphony performing 
in 2018 with artwork embodying the 
sentiment of each movement and an 
introduction by Webber recorded in 
October.

“This performance is one of the 
finest Livermore-Amador Symphony 
has given, showcasing the dedication 
and talent of all our musicians, in 
particular our principal woodwind 

players,” Webber said.
A performance of Beethoven’s 

4th Piano Concerto features pianist 
Gwendolyn Mok, who collaborated 
with the symphony in 2019.

“Gwen is a national treasure. Her 
talent is huge, her artistry is deep 
and forged in profound experience,” 
Webber said.

“In this video, we begin with a 
portion of our prelude conversa-
tion with a joyful Bankhead audi-
ence,” she continued. “The intimacy 
Beethoven creates in his music is 
unparalleled, running the range of 
emotion from dark introspection to 
bright exuberance and joy.”

A personal interview and per-
formance by pianist Frederic Chiu 
are presented as “Beethoven’s Birth-
day Gift to the Livermore-Amador 
Symphony.”

“In homage to the performance 
we had planned of Beethoven’s mon-
umental, revolutionary 5th Sym-
phony, we present fantastic Frederic 
Chiu playing Franz Liszt’s extraordi-
nary piano reduction,” Webber said. 
“Frederic would have been our solo-
ist playing Prokofiev last May, and he 
will be with us as soon as we can get 
back to the theater. In the meantime, 
he generously offered his unique per-
formance and perspective to share.”

A special digital highlight will be 
presented by Bay Area soprano Heidi 
Moss, who was to be featured in the 
opening of the symphony’s 2020-
21 season celebrating Beethoven’s 
250th.

“Heidi will curate and perform 
a short recital, recorded at home, 
featuring one of the Beethoven songs 
she would have performed with us 
at the Bankhead, ‘Ich Liebe Dich,’” 
Webber explained.

“I created a short set beginning 
with some of the first true lieder 
(songs) by Mozart and ending with 
a lied written by my husband (Bay 
Area composer Kurt Erickson),” 
Moss said. “We will be casual in our 
format and chat about each piece as 
we go.”

The symphony also has carefully 
collaborated in other ways. Mem-
bers of the orchestra’s woodwind 
and brass sections performed safely 
outdoors at Retzlaff Vineyards for 
the Bankhead Theater’s innovative 
“Vineyard Vibes” series. And this 
summer, Webber launched a “Back-
yard Strings” program at her home.

“In full compliance with Alam-
eda County Health mandates and 
guidelines, several string players, all 
masked, have joyfully made music 
together, overcoming physical 

distancing by extending the range of 
their listening abilities,” Webber said.

These recordings and more are 
available at www.livermoreama-
dorsymphony.org.

Board president Alan Frank is the 
audio and video engineer behind the 
Beethoven re-broadcasts.

“We’re having to build an entirely 
new and different business model, 
with new investments in technology 
and equipment,” Frank said. “This 

is not business as usual. We have all 
sorts of ideas for continuing projects 
and hope people will help support 
these projects with donations.”

Donations may be made through 
the website. 

—Patricia J. Boyle, past president of 
the California Writers Club Tri-Valley 
branch, has been writing about the 
Livermore-Amador Symphony for 
eight years.

Celebrating Beethoven
Symphony releases projects as composer turns 250

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

Left to right: pianist Gwendolyn Mok., soprano Heidi Moss and pianist Frederic Chiu. 

We buy &  
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     silver coins
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             & platinum jewelry
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SILVER & GOLD 
EXCHANGE
4211-3B Rosewood Drive, Pleasanton

925.463.2274

www.silverandgoldc4g.com
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15 Anonymous ........................................$4,305

Rich & Gloria Fredette .....................................**

Jim & Elaine Keysor .......................................300

Alan & Julia Casamajor ..................................100

Bobby Jensen ................................................300

Bruce & Cindy Yamamoto .............................100

Dean Buchenauer ............................................**

Donna & Jim Zarrillo ........................................**

Norm & Joyce Pacheco ....................................**

Austin & Xu ................................................2,000

Bob & Marianne Eisberg ..................................**

Ken & Barbara McDonald  ...............................**

Robert Russman ............................................100

Ran & Pat Costello ...........................................**

Shake Sulikyan ................................................**

Marvin Rensink ................................................**

Victor Wheatman ..........................................100

Sonal & Ajay Shah ...........................................**

Eric & Lainie Krieger ......................................500

Chuck & Mary Shoemaker ..............................**

Vincent & Sarah Ciccarello ..............................**

Kathy & Jeff Narum .......................................100

Chuck & Debra Uhler ....................................125

Alica Desrosiers .............................................100

Carmen Merritt ...............................................**

Glenda Beratlis ...........................................1,000

Greg Landrum ...............................................500

Pete & Julie Mason ..........................................**

Rony & Lonnie Shaw .....................................100

Donna Johnson .............................................100

John & Noel Wilson .......................................100

John & Barbara Severini .................................200

Kevin & Cindy Powers .....................................**

The Markel Ohana ........................................350

Barry Jolette ..................................................100

David Clausen ...............................................250

Teri Bush ..........................................................50

Susan Mirabelli ................................................25

Julia Murtagh ................................................500

Andy & Valerie Poryes ...................................250

Lori James Rice ................................................**

Gemma Herbert ............................................100

The Cohen Family..........................................500

Jeffrey Fugate ................................................100

Christopher Scott ............................................50

Christina Amber ..............................................50

Christina Nystrom Mantha ..............................**

John Parker ...................................................200

The Lombardi Family .......................................**

Robert Green...................................................50

Susan Evans...................................................100

John Stephens ...............................................100

Peter Bedegi ..................................................400

Frank & Muriel Capilla .....................................**

Herbert & Stella Chang ...................................**

Al & Anna Lipski ..............................................**

Cindy & Bob Gee...........................................100

Joe & Sue Silva ................................................**

Garrett Holmes & Angela Ramirez Holmes ....100

Jeff & Jeri Oh ...................................................**

Kevin & Sandra Ryan .....................................100

Sue Compton ................................................250

Rebecca Dennis .............................................100

Madhusudan Vishwanath .............................100

Jill Buck .........................................................200

William Lincoln ..............................................100

Sandy Nunn ..................................................100

Michele VerKuilen .........................................250

Shelley Bugler ................................................200

Jerry & Judy Gagne........................................100

R. Csencsits & M. Kundmann ........................200

Hermann Family ............................................300

Harold & Rozann Densmore ............................**

Chris & Erika Beratlis .......................................**

Kathi & Phillip Vermont .................................100

Bob & Joyce Shapiro ......................................100

Bor-Ruey Fu & Lien-Chi Yu ...............................**

Chris & Linda Coleman ..................................500

Mark & Mary Anne Lewis ................................**

Kay Fogarty ...................................................200

Banahan Family .............................................500

Randy & Emily Yim ........................................200

Bill & Pat Ruvalcaba .......................................500

Frank Geasa ..................................................200

Mary Claire Sites ............................................100

IN MEMORY OF

Janet Reichlin, from Mike, Lori &  
Michael Reichlin..................................................200

Gam & Papa Abbot, from the Casey Family ........**

Robert Himsl, from Charlotte Himsl ...................200

Richard Del Tredici, from Judith Del Tredici .........100

Coach Tony Costello, from Michael &  
Cheryl Costello .....................................................**

Beloved Xiaofan Han, from  
Xiaojun Mo’s Family..............................................**

Hank Gomez, Robert & Donna Williams, from 
Frank Gomez and Maureen Nokes ....................200

Carl W. Pretzel, from Marilyn Pretzel ....................**

Betty Patrick, from Charles & Joan Brown .........100

Woody Pereira, from Slivia & Family ...................200

Lynne & Liane Pruiksma, from C. Heller ...............**

Dr. Gerald L. Severin, from  
Charlotte W. Severin ..........................................100

Rick Aguiar & George Fargis, Jr,. from  
Nancy Aguiar Fargis............................................100

Steve DeCoite, from Frank & Muriel Capilla ........**

Brenda Lathlean Faggiano, from Ellen &  
Bill Lathlean ........................................................150

Karl K. Witze ........................................................**

Bert Brook, from Dee Brook ...............................200

June & Harry Pantages .........................................**

Too many to list. In my heart and prayers, from 
Howard Merrill ...................................................100

Tracy, from Vernon Cink .......................................**

Elizabeth Ng, from Chris & Linda Coleman ....1,000

Erik Lemoine, from the Lemoine Family .............200

Jim Snodgrass, from Virginia Snodgrass ..............**

Robert C. Bush, from Arlene Bush .....................100

Bob Griffitts, from Sharon Morrison ....................50

Bill & Alice Marsh, from Bill & Audrey Sears .........**

Betty Dawson, from Dan Dawson .......................**

IN HONOR OF

Our “Fabulous” 5 Grandkids, from  
R&G Spicka .....................................................** 

Our Loved Ones, from William Wayne Emery &  
E. Anne Emery .................................................** 

Our granddaughters: Norah & Savannah Huff, 
from Kay & Charles Huff .................................** 

Everyone hurting during Covid-19, from  
Sue King-Irwin & Hank Irwin .........................100

AS A GIFT FOR

Our grandsons Benny & Teddy Threshie ..........**

Those in need this holiday season, from  
Mark & LaRene Kidd .....................................250

BUSINESSES & ORGANIZATIONS

Time 4 Order - Professional Organizing .........100

DeBernardi Develoment Construction & 
Remodeling .....................................................**

2020-2021 Holiday Fund Donors
As of December 1, 134 donors have contributed $31,181  

to the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund.

 Each year, the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund raises money 

to support programs and services that care for local families and 

children in our community. The Holiday Fund partners with 

the Silicon Valley Community Foundation, which handles all 

finances, so every dollar of your tax-deductible donation goes 

directly to local nonprofits with no administrative expenses. 

In partnership with:

Please consider donating online, which enables your gift to be  
processed immediately. The secure website is:  

silconvalleycf.org/PleasantonWeeklyHolidayFund

Enclosed is a check for $___________

Name:  ____________________________________________________

Business Name:  ______________________________________________
(Only required if business name is to be listed as donor in the paper)

Address:  ___________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: _________________ / __________ / _____________

Email:  _____________________________________________________

Phone: _______________________________

I wish to designate my contribution as follows (select one):

 In my name as shown above          In the name of business above 

– OR –

 In honor of:    In memory of:    As a gift for:

___________________________________________________________
(Name of Person)

The Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund is a donor advised fund of Silicon Valley Community 
Foundation, a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. A contribution to this fund allows your donation 
to be tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law.

All donors and their gift amounts will be published in the Pleasanton Weekly unless 
the boxes below are checked.

 I wish to contribute anonymously.    

       Please withhold the amount of my contribution.

Make checks payable to Silicon Valley Community Foundation and send to:
05 – Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund
Silicon Valley Community Foundation

P.O. Box 45389
San Francisco, CA 94145-0389

The following agencies will benefit from the Holiday Fund:
•  Axis Community Health

•  CityServe of the Tri-Valley

•  Hope Hospice

•  Open Heart Kitchen

•  Valley Humane Society

•  ValleyCare Charitable Foundation

**  Donor did not want to publish the amount of the gift.
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Community Pulse
Virtual ceremony 
honoring deputy killed in 
Dublin 22 years ago

 Saturday marks 22 years since Al-
ameda County Sheriff’s Office Depu-
ty John Paul Monego died in the line 
of duty in Dublin, and to acknowl-
edge the somber occasion and honor 
his memory, Dublin Police Services is 
holding a virtual memorial tree light-
ing this weekend.
 Monego, who was the first law 
enforcement officer slain in the line 
of duty in the city’s history, was fatally 
shot while responding to a late-night 
robbery in progress at the Outback 
Steakhouse on Regional Street. 
 A Brentwood resident and 13-year 
sheriff’s deputy assigned to DPS at 
the time, Monego, 33, left behind a 
wife and toddler son. 
 DPS Capt. Nate Schmidt told the 
Weekly that it is important for the 
department to continue its annual 
tradition of honoring Monego’s “ul-
timate sacrifice,” even if the memo-
rial tree has to shift to an online 
ceremony because of the COVID-19 
pandemic and health order. 
 “Deputy Monego made this sacri-
fice while serving the community in 
which he loved. It is important that 
we come together every year to en-
sure Deputy Monego’s sacrifice and 
service is never forgotten,” Schmidt 
said.  
 “This year marks 22 years since 
Deputy Monego was mercilessly 
killed in the line of duty,” the captain 
added. “Although we can’t physically 
all come together due to the pan-
demic, it is important we still honor 
Deputy Monego and never forget his 
commitment to his duty. Deputy Mo-
nego left us not only as a protector 
of the community, but as a partner, a 
father, a husband and a son.”
 Monego responded to a 9-1-1 
hangup at the restaurant near Inter-
state 580 late at night on Dec. 11, 
1998 — but unbeknownst to him, 
the hangup call had actually come 
during a strong-arm robbery with 
hostages in progress.   
 Monego was the second deputy 
to arrive on scene; the first deputy 
had gone inside the restaurant to 
investigate but she was overpowered 
by three robbers, who then took 
her gun, according to the “Officer 
Down Memorial Page,” which hon-
ors law enforcement personnel killed 
on duty nationwide and retells their 
stories.
 As Monego approached the front 
door, an armed robber opened fire 
through a glass window, striking the 
deputy in the chest just above his 
protective vest. As Monego fell, the 
shooter walked outside and shot 
the deputy five more times at close 
range. 
 The robbers all fled the scene. 
Monego was transported to a local 
hospital but was pronounced dead 

shortly after midnight on Dec. 12, 
1998. 
 The culprits were later arrested 
after a short pursuit. Each would be 
convicted of various counts at trial. 
 DPS’s “Virtual John Monego Tree 
Lighting Ceremony” is set to be held 
via Zoom on Saturday (Dec. 12) at 
6 p.m. To learn more, visit dublin.
ca.gov.

In other news

 • The Pleasanton Police Depart-
ment and California Highway Patrol’s 
Dublin office are each finalists in 
the Mothers Against Drunk Driving 
(MADD) Northern California’s “First 
Responder Trick Shot Challenge.”
 The contest, which raises money 
for MADD and is part of nonprofit’s 
“Tie One on for Safety” designated 
driver awareness campaign, asked 
law enforcement and first responder 
agencies to submit a short video clip 
of officers doing a basketball trick 
shot. 
 PPD and CHP-Dublin each have 
videos posted on the MADD website, 
where residents can vote for their fa-
vorite with a $5 donation. The other 
finalists are West Sacramento PD, 
CHP-Redwood City, San Bruno PD 
and Elk Grove PD.
 The deadline to vote is today at 
5 p.m., with the winner to be an-
nounced Dec. 16. The winning team 
will receive a wood pellet grill valued 
at $499. To see the videos, visit www.
madd.org/firstresponderstoofs2020.
 • Two men suspected of crashing 
a stolen pickup truck into a Fremont 
liquor store and stealing lottery tick-
ets last month have been arrested, 
police said last week. 
 An employee at Meadow Square 
Liquor Store on Blacow Road called 
police about 3:30 a.m. Nov. 16, re-
porting that someone had purposely 
reversed a truck into the store’s front 
door. The suspects took lottery tick-
ets, cigarette lighters and part of a 
cash register, police said. 
 After that, the pair drove away and 
police found the abandoned pickup 
several blocks away. The truck, a 
white Ford F350, had been reported 
stolen out of Hayward, police said.
 Detectives found items in the truck 
that led them to identify 37-year-old 
Jeremy Ferreira of Livermore as a 
suspect.  
 Ferreira was already wanted by 
the Mountain View Police Depart-
ment on a felony residential burglary 
warrant and on Dec. 1 detectives 
located him in Livermore.  A loaded 
firearm was found in Ferreira’s back-
pack along with an additional loaded 
magazine and loose ammunition, ac-
cording to police.
 Ferreira was arrested on the war-
rant as well as new charges of being 
a felon in possession of a firearm, 
and possession of a concealed fire-
arm in public/vehicle. Ferreira was 
arraigned in court on Dec. 3, and his 
next hearing is set for Jan. 5.
 A 30-year-old Hayward man was 
also identified as a suspect after he 

was found on video cashing a lottery 
ticket in Hayward. He was inter-
viewed and released by detectives 
pending additional follow up, police 
said.
 Detectives are finalizing their in-
vestigation into the liquor store bur-
glary before presenting their findings 
to the district attorney’s office for 
charging.
 • Ross Stores will pay $3.3 million 
to settle allegations it disposed of 
hazardous wastes illegally, Alameda 
County prosecutors announced last 
week.
 A civil enforcement action was 
filed Nov. 20 in Monterey County 
alleging that in a seven-year period 
more than 441 Ross and dd’s Dis-
counts stores in California handled 
and disposed of hazardous wastes 
and materials illegally.  
 Nineteen Ross stores in Alameda 
County are subject to the settlement.
 “It is vital that any company doing 
business in California abide by our 
environmental protection laws,” 
Alameda County District Attorney 
Nancy O’Malley said in a statement. 
 Inspectors from three DA’s offices 
in California allegedly found that 
between 2014 and 2017 Ross was 
sending hazardous wastes to landfills 
that couldn’t handle those wastes. 
Prosecutors said Ross cooperated in 
the investigation and has implement-
ed policies and procedures to end the 
disposal of hazardous wastes in the 
state. 
 The $3.3 million judgment con-
sists of $2.55 million in penalties, 
$340,000 in supplemental environ-
mental projects and $445,000 to 
reimburse prosecutors. 

—Jeremy Walsh and
Bay City News Service

POLICE BULLETIN
Randy was born in 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin to 
Bea and Emil Reber. After 
a severe Wisconsin winter 
in 1947, the family moved 
to Concord, California, 
where Randy grew up with 
his sister Janet. Randy 
lived the rest of his 75 
years in the greater Bay 
Area. He was a member 
of the first graduating 
class at Clayton Valley 
High School in 1963 and 
continued his education 
at San Francisco State during the turbulent ‘60s. It was there 
that he met his first wife, Kathleen Colburn. After receiving a 
degree in business administration, he began his 39-era career 
in retail management at J.C. Penney, from which he retired 
in 2005. During those 39 years, Randy lead several company 
philanthropic efforts, including designing and building the 
first Penney Exercise Trail in Concord, working at United Way 
for six months, and setting up the first Pleasanton Hospice 
store with fixtures and registers. 

Randy’s life-long passion was people, especially bringing 
people together and making opportunities for those people 
to stay in close contact. He and Kathy started an annual 
Christmas part that brought friends and family together, a 
tradition he continued even after Kathy’s death in 1988. He 
introduced many people, including his sons, to backpacking 
and arranged many trips every year from spring to fall, 
always looking for a new lake with good fishing. He spent 
hours searching for high school classmates to let them know 
of upcoming reunions. He regularly wrote letters and made 
phone calls to stay in touch with those farther away. Once you 
were his fiend, he never forgot you. 

Randy was predeceased by his first wife, Kathy, his parents, 
and his son, Jeff. He is survived by his second wife Barb, his 
sister Janet and Aunt Cathy, his son Robert, daughter-in-law 
Carol, grandsons Carson and Ryan, daughter-in-law Jeffie, 
grandchildren Lukas and Lucey, step-son Steve, daughter-
in-law Sumie, grandchildren Mimi, Christopher, and Mari, 
and step-daughter Julie, son-in-law Sean, and grandchildren 
Alder and Brynn. 

Randy wrote the following to be read at his memorial 
service. Since Covid has made a service impossible at this 
time, we would like to share this with you:

Reflections on my life
Have you been able to live in the country and grow up in 

the iconic ‘50s or live in harmony in a home with wonderful 
parents who worshipped each other…and a dad who came to 
everyone of your sports events? 

Have you been blessed with great health that allowed you 
to enjoy sports and hike the mountains of California for over 
50 years?

Have you had the love and friendship of two beautiful 
women in your life, or watch with pride and admiration your 
sons grow up to be wonderful dads?

Did you design and build something that gave you great 
satisfaction or get your hands greasy restoring an old Chevy, 
or worked in the community or helped a good friend through 
difficult times? 

Can you say you have been blessed with nine grandchildren, 
each with their own special personality, and finally…

Have you known 
and experienced 
true adversity and 
come away from it 
stronger and closer 
to God…

I can say I had 
all of this and more 
and could not have 
asked God to have 
given me a life as 
wonderful as mine.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Randall William Reber
October 20, 1945 – November 25, 2020
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COMMUNITY PULSE

Stan, a devoted husband, father 
and grandfather, joined his late wife 
Bobbi in Heaven. Stan passed away 
in his daughter’s home after battling 
pancreatic cancer. Stan was a loyal 
friend and neighbor, beloved by all 
who met him. Once you became a 
friend of his, you remained so for 
life. He kept everyone connected to 
each other and we counted on him 
to keep us all together. A resident 
of Pleasanton for 45 years, he was 
known as “The Mayor” of his court. 
Always available to help anyone 
with their home improvement and gardening projects, he was 
a father and friend you could rely on. Stan was well known for 
his vegetable garden, fruit trees, handiwork, and the blue jays 
that would follow him around landing on his hand for a peanut. 
His daughters will look back on their childhood with wonderful 
memories of camping, hiking, fishing and sailing with their 
father. His long-time friends will remember skiing, cars, camping 
and the “Birthday Club”. 

As a retired UPS driver, Stan will be remembered fondly by 
his co-workers, managers, and customers alike. In retirement, 
Stan loved to garden, travel, volunteer for Pleasanton Military 
Families, and most recently volunteer at Alden Lane Nursery. 

Stan’s memory, friendly smile, kindness to all, love of nature, 
and his passion for life and learning will live on in his three 
daughters, son-in-law, four cherished grandchildren, and his 
many friends.

Stan’s family, friends and all who knew and loved him, hope to 
celebrate his life in the spring or summer of 2021 at Alden Lane 
Nursery. In lieu of flowers, please send a donation to Pleasanton 
Military Families, or purchase flowers or plants for your home 
from Alden Lane Nursery, in Stan’s memory.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Arthur Stanley 'Stan' Troia 
July 29, 1942 – November 16, 2020
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The Pleasanton Police Department made 
the following information available. 

Dec. 5
Theft

 10:14 a.m. on the 5100 block of 
Hopyard Road

Warrant arrest

 1:14 p.m. on the 6000 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

 4:03 p.m. on the 6700 block of Santa 
Rita Road

Drug violation

 2:59 p.m. on the 5700 block of 
Johnson Drive

Domestic battery

 7:29 p.m. on Springhouse Drive

Dec. 4
Warrant arrest

 1:23 a.m. on the 5900 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

 2:38 p.m. on the 2000 block of Santa 
Rita Road

Drug violation

 8:26 a.m. at Owens and Hacienda 
drives

 4:02 p.m. on the 7000 block of 
Johnson Drive

Theft

 8:47 a.m. on the 3700 block of 
Muirwood Drive

 1:38 p.m., 1400 block of Stoneridge 
Mall Road; shoplifting

 8:48 p.m. on the 6000 block of 
Johnson Drive

Domestic battery

 12:58 p.m. on Bernal Avenue

Dec. 3
Graffiti offense

 8:51 a.m. on the 5800 block of Laurel 
Creek Drive

Sex offenses

 9:15 a.m. on  Brookline Loop

Fraud

 2:06 p.m. on the 2700 block of 
Stoneridge Drive

 2:09 p.m. on the 6700 block of Paseo 
Catalina

Warrant arrest

 5:16 p.m. on the 500 block of 
Boulder Court

Theft

 8:59 p.m. on the 1400 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

DUI

 11:09 p.m. at Owens and Johnson 
drives

Dec. 2
Theft

 10:44 a.m. on the 4900 block of 
Owens Drive

 1:02 p.m. on the 1500 block of 
Greenwood Road

 3:22 p.m. on the 2800 block of 
Hopyard Road

Warrant arrest

 12:21 p.m. on the 1000 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

Drug violation

 2:05 p.m. at San Ramon and Vomac 
roads

Dec. 1
Warrant arrest

 8:16 a.m. on the 4800 block of Bernal 
Avenue

Theft

 1:01 p.m. on the 1400 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

 3:39 p.m., 1400 block of Stoneridge 
Mall Road; shoplifting 

 4:39 p.m., 000 block of Stoneridge 
Mall Road; shoplifting 

 6:45 p.m., 6700 block of Rancho 
Court; theft from auto

 10:39 p.m., 000 block of Stoneridge 
Mall Road; shoplifting 

 10:51 p.m. on the 3800 block of 
North Yosemite Court

Frauda

 4:48 p.m. on the 5600 block of 
Stoneridge Drive

Nov. 30
Theft

 7:40 a.m., 3300 block of Rosada 
Court; auto theft

 11:34 a.m. at Irby Ranch Drive and 
Stanley Boulevard

 11:00 p.m., 6100 block of Stoneridge 
Mall Road; auto theft

Drug violation

 5:03 p.m. on the 1000 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

Warrant arrest

 8:16 a.m. on the 4800 block of Bernal 
Avenue

Nov. 29
Drug violation

 2:47 a.m. on the 2800 block of 
Hopyard Road

Trespass/prowling

 12:19 p.m. on the 5900 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

Warrant arrest

 1:05 p.m. on the 1000 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

 10:06 p.m. on the 4500 block of 
Chabot Drive

Burglary

 2:21 p.m. on the 7900 block of 
Paragon Circle

Bicycle theft

 2:50 p.m. on the 6700  block of 
Bernal Avenue

POLICE REPORT

Robert J. Sinz (Bob) died at the 
age of 74, after a sudden battle with 
widespread, aggressive cancer. He 
passed in his sleep in the early 
morning of December 2, 2020, 
surrounded by his family at the 
bedside: his devoted wife of 53 years 
(Isabelle), his two children (Sandra 
Sinz Duong and Chris Sinz), his 
son-in-law (Tuan Duong) and his 
youngest brother (Frederick).  A 
nurse, Fred helped to keep Bob 
comfortable in his home.  His third 
battle with cancer and facing a 
terminal diagnosis, he approached his last weeks of life with 
great courage.  He celebrated Thanksgiving quietly at home 
with his wife and two adult children.

Bob was preceded in death by his parents, John Peter and 
Dorothy Marie (Roolf) Sinz. The second of ten children, 
he was preceded in death by his older brother John (Cheri) 
and is survived by Kenneth (Renee), Michael (Flora), Ruth 
Ann (Jim), Dorothy “Dottie” (Tom), Gregory (Cindy), Clara, 
Virginia, and Frederick (Carol).  Additionally he is survived 
by wife Isabelle, and his three grandchildren – sources of 
great pride – Matthew Duong (Sandra and Tuan), Anna and 
Henry Sinz (Chris and Claudia).

Bob is remembered lovingly by many for his quick wit, 
lifelong desire to learn and teach, generosity of self toward 
others, and his innate drive toward the ideal. He served 
honorably in the Navy (1964-1969), earning Medals for 
Vietnam Service with two Bronze Stars, National Defense 
Service, Navy Unit Commendation, and Vietnam Campaign. 
He retired 20 years ago from a civil service career with the 
Federal Aviation Administration, and not yet ready to rest in 
retirement, followed that with an additional career phase at 
Lockheed Martin.  He had many joys, hobbies and interests:  
fixing up and relaxing at the mountain cabin, woodworking, 
photography, cooking, reading, hunting, fishing, astronomy, 
and 3-4 mile daily walks with his wife. 

He will have private family burial at the Sacramento 
Valley National Cemetery.

Memorial donations may be made in memory of Bob to 
the Food Bank of Solano and Contra Costa Counties, Hope 
Hospice of Dublin, or the American Cancer Society.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Robert Joseph Sinz
November 5, 1946 – December 2, 2020

Visit Lasting Memories
An online directory of obituaries and remembrances.
Search obituaries, submit a memorial, share a photo.

Go to: PleasantonWeekly.com/obituaries
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Normally I am an extremely 
optimistic person, but it is 
getting tougher to maintain 

a “glass half full” attitude right now.
Our hypocritical leadership in 

California is absolutely causing a 
damaging effect on our students. 
Not only are they kept from school 
and the socialization that comes 
with it, but they are also being kept 
away from athletics and the life les-
sons that come with sports.

Both directly figure into the de-
velopment of interpersonal skills, a 
vital key in the maturation of our 
youth. In the day of people spend-
ing most of their time staring at their 

phones, the one thing that forces 
them to interact is being taken away.

The reality of the situation — 
and it pains me to say this — is 
there will likely be no high school 
athletics played this year. I hope I 
am wrong, and will sing from the 
mountain top if that statement is 
wrong, but I just don’t see it.

I have one idea, that while it will 
be far from salvaging the senior year 
for these student-athletes, it can be 
a memory they can carry with them 
moving on after high school.

What if over the course of one 
week, we could have an Amador 
Valley-Foothill matchup in as many 

sports as possible?
This is probably not feasible, cer-

tainly not for all sports, but if we 
had even half the sports — wouldn’t 
that be something?

We must go with the understand-
ing there will be no spectators, but, 
we could stream all the games. We 
have all been forced to master our 
internet capabilities over the last 
eight-plus months so this should be 
a snap.

Announcers for the stream could 
be set up for all the broadcasts 
— I announce Foothill football, 
basketball and postseason volleyball 
matches regularly and would be 

happy to volunteer my time for as 
many matches as possible! I have 
friends that are Amador announc-
ers, and I know they would do the 
same.

The logistics will be a challenge, 
but it can be done. It would have to 
be varsity only and perhaps senior 
teams, giving all the athletes one 
final time to fly their school colors.

Also, only having one team in 
each sport would allow for an easier 
scheduling of practices.

The first thing would be to allow 
all the teams two weeks of practice 
— “camps” — leading up to the 
game. Most of these kids have been 
in “camps” until recently, so while 
two weeks may seem short, it would 
be enough to get ready.

Coaches would have to agree to 
go without stipends, but knowing so 
many of them, most of them would 
not hesitate to help the students.

One sport I don’t see as feasible 
is football. As much as it pains me, 
it just does not make sense from a 
safety perspective. Track-and-field 
is another sport that may be tough 
given all the intricacies of the field 
sports. Of course, a meet of just the 
running events could be held!

Here is a possible scenario of a 

schedule: 
Friday: Tennis and volleyball. 

Saturday: Track (and field) if pos-
sible and wrestling. Monday: Cross-
country and water polo. Tuesday: 
Golf and lacrosse. Thursday: Soccer, 
and swimming and diving. Friday: 
Baseball, softball and basketball.

The sports would be split be-
tween the two schools and staggered 
throughout the day.

For instance, on the first Friday, 
you would have both the boys and 
girls tennis teams at Amador in the 
afternoon. At night you would have 
the boys and girls volleyball play a 
doubleheader at Foothill.

Another idea would be to have 
the video classes at each school pro-
vide the video and streaming of all 
the games. It could equate to like a 
final exam in those classes.

It is a perfect idea, but realisti-
cally far-fetched. However, at the 
same time, it could work if we all 
put together a group to set up the 
schedule and logistics — that would 
be a glass-half-full approach. 

Editor’s note: Dennis Miller is a 
contributing sports writer for the 

Pleasanton Weekly. To contact him 
about his “Pleasanton Preps” column, 

email acesmag@aol.com. 

As we celebrate our 20th anniversary as the Tri-Valley’s most trusted news 
source, we also look ahead to sustaining our award-winning journalism 
in the decades to come.

With local retail advertising steadily declining around the nation, the future 
of local journalism is in the hands of our readers. Only with your direct 
support as a subscribing member can we retain our professional journalists 
and continue to provide insightful and engaging coverage of the community.

Please join your neighbors and friends in keeping strong 
journalism alive in your community. 

For just $10 a month, or 33 cents a day, you can do your part to ensure that a free and responsible press continues 
to hold institutions accountable.

Learn more and sign up for membership at pleasantonweekly.com/join

What is local journalism worth to you?

DanvilleSan Ramon.com

With sports season increasingly 
unlikely, let’s try to give seniors  

one final game
Allow Amador, Foothill teams to face each other  

in special one-off showdowns
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846-8802 
RoseHotel.net
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Theater 
BECOMING ELEANOR ROOSEVELT New 
Deal Theater presents “Becoming 
Eleanor Roosevelt,” portrayed by 
three actors at different stages of her 
life. The premiere takes place live with 
a Q&A afterward with the actors and 
directors. Now through Dec. 19. Visit 
newdealtheater.org. 

Concerts 
HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS Pink 
Martini brings some much-needed 
holiday cheer right into your living 
room this December with a brand 
new streaming concert event, Home 
For The Holiday’s. Filmed in front of 
the 35-foot Christmas tree at Pink 
Martini’s World Headquarters in 
Portland, Oregon, the show is filled 
with Pink Martini fan favorites, as 
well as holiday classics old and new. 
Dec. 17. Visit ourconcerts.live. 

A CELTIC FAMILY CHRISTMAS Featuring 
Natalie MacMaster, Donnell Leahy 
and their talented children in a lively 
performance from their home in 
Nova Scotia on fiddles, keyboard and 
drums, accompanied by their tap 
dancing feet. Their songs, dancing 
and family frolics were a hit last 
month when they closed the Best of 
the Bankhead virtual Benefit. Dec.19. 
Visit livermorearts.org. 

Festivals
HANDMADE FOR THE HOLIDAYS Nearly 
two dozen artists from throughout 
the Tri-Valley will offer handmade 
and one-of-a-kind gifts at the new 
“Handmade for the Holidays” 
Online Art Fair this season. Hosted 
by Livermore Valley Performing Arts 
Center, the new event will feature a 
wide range of art works including 
fine art, ceramics, jewelry, handmade 
greeting cards, and block print art. A 
variety of fabric and textile products 
such as tie-dyed pieces and wearable 
art will also be featured. Now 
through Dec. 24. Visit livermorearts.
org/online-gallery. 

Holiday 
NUTCRACKER December at the 
Bankhead usually brings the 
delightful Valley Dance Theatre’s 
production of the holiday favorite, 
The Nutcracker. This year enjoy a 
Stream on Demand performance. 
Tickets are free though donations are 
appreciated. Visit livermorearts.org. 
Dec., 11, 18 and 23 

IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE Encore 
Players of Livermore invites you to 
travel virtually to Bedford Falls for 
“It’s a Wonderful Life, A Live Radio 
Play” based on the holiday classic 
movie released in 1946. The angel 
Clarence is sent from Heaven to show 
George Bailey, a desperate man, what 
life would have been like if he hadn’t 
been born. The cast of 17 actors 
play multiple roles and do all the live 
sound effects.  7 p.m., Dec. 15 and 
19. Visit encoreplayers.net. 

VISIT TO THE NORTH POLE Join Santa 
and Mrs. Claus in the North Pole in 
their home and workshop during this 

immersive, live theater experience. 
Each 10-15 time slot is privately 
arranged for your family with photo 
opportunities. Dec. 15-23. Visit 
lesherartscenter.showare.com. 

HOLIDAY SHOPPING & CIDER STROLL 
Celebrate the holiday season at 
City Center Bishop Ranch as the 
lifestyle center lights up with festive 
community activities and sparkling 
decorations. Guests will be welcomed 
to the center by a snow queen and 
king on socially distanced stilts. 
Strolling carolers will fill the center 
with the holiday music and cheer, as 
guest sip cider while shopping. Nov. 
27 & Dec. 18. 6000 Bollinger Canyon 
Rd., San Ramon. 

THE NUTCRACKER SUITE Diablo Ballet 
presents an encore presentation of 
Julia Adam’s The Nutcracker Suite 
available for viewing virtually. This 
whimsical ballet captures the magic 
and anticipation of the holidays 
that will delight every member 
of the family. Dec. 21-23. Visit 
lesherartscenter.org. 

MODEL TRAINS AT THE DEPOT 
Museum of the San Ramon Valley 
celebrates this holiday season with 
the popular Christmas Memories 
exhibit. Model trains, including the 
Polar Express and Christmas trains, 
will appear to delight young and old. 
Christmas will be celebrated with 
Santa and his reindeer sailing around 
the ceiling. Now through Jan 3. Visit 
https://museumsrv.org/model-trains-
christmas-memories.

HOLIDAY STORIES An intimate 
evening of a classic holiday story and 
songs from the comfort of home. 
Livermore Shakespeare Festival artists 
will lift your holiday spirits with a 
reading adaptation of The Chimes 
by Charles Dickens. Dec.18-20. Visit 
livermoreshakes.org/holiday-with-
swirl. 

ELEANOR’S VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS 
WISH Eleanor’s Very Merry Christmas 
Wish-The Musical tells the story of 
a rag doll who lives in the magical 
world of the North Pole. Despite her 
love for her family, Eleanor wishes 
for a best friend and home of her 
own. Based on the heartfelt book 
by Denise McGowan Tracy. Tickets 
for the show can be ordered and 
watched for any 48 hour period from 
now through Dec. 27.

THE SECRET TO WRITING A 
COMPELLING STORY In this virtual 

meeting, Author Linda C. McCabe 
explains how writers use symbolism 
and archetypes to add depth to their 
work and reveals how character 
names and word choices can enrich a 
story’s meaning. Register by Dec. 17. 
Visit  trivalleywriters.org. 

Charity
NATIONAL CHARITY LEAGUE - 
PLEASANTON CHAPTER The Pleasanton 
Chapter of the National Charity 
League, Inc. has started its annual 
membership drive. Membership 
is open to women with daughters 
currently in the 6th grade who 
reside in Pleasanton. Applications 
for membership are only accepted 
during the annual membership 
drive now through Jan. 15. Contact 
membershippleasanton@nclonline.
org. 

TRI-VALLEY HAVEN’S HOLIDAY 
PROGRAM Tri-Valley Haven has 
transformed it’s program to safely 
provide holiday items and food to the 
thousands of residents in economic 
need by providing pre-bagged food 
and gift cards while practicing social 
distancing and CDC guidelines. 
Dec. 12. For more information visit 
trivalleyhaven.org. 

Outdoor 
Recreation
THE GREAT YULE LOG HUNT Join 
Ranger Eric for the 26th annual hunt 
for the fabled Yule Log with games, 
merriment and tales of ancient Yule 
celebrations. After the hunt, gather 
around the fire and make yule logs 
to take home. 2 p.m., Dec. 13. 
Sycamore Grove Park, 1051 Wetmore 
Road, Livermore. Visit larpd.org. 

MISTLETOE MISSION HIKE Join Ranger 
Amy for a four-mile walk in search of 
mistletoe. Learn about the biology, 
legends and lore associated with this 
plant. All ages welcome. 2 p.m., Dec. 
20. Visit larpd.org.

Library
CURBSIDE LIBRARY PICKUP Place 
items on hold and select a time slot 
to pick up when ready. Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, Thursdays from 1-6 
p.m. For more information, visit 
www.cityofpeasanton.gov. 

Hey Mickey
It’s guys like you Mickey ... he’ll 
take you by the heart when 
he takes you by the paw. This 
Mickey is so fine and FIV+. 
Mickey’s condition affects his 
immune system and over time he 
may be more vulnerable to other 
infections, but at the moment he 
is living his finest life, enjoying 
daily belly rubs from anyone 
who comes to visit him! Mickey 
is available for adoption through 
Valley Humane Society; email 
info@valleyhumane.org.

PET OF THE WEEK

VALLEY HUMANE SOCIETY/E. SCHOLZ

995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
Salon 645 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 574550 
The following person doing business as: 
Salon 645, 645 Main Street, Pleasanton, 
CA 94566, County of Alameda, is 
hereby registered by the following 
owner: Christine Butler, 7897 Firebrand 
Drive, Dublin, CA 94568. This business 
is conducted by Christine Butler, an 
Individual. Registrant began transacting 
business under the fictitious business 
name listed herein September 1, 2020. 
Signature of Registrant: Christine Butler, 
Individual. This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Alameda on 
November 17, 2020. (Pleasanton Weekly, 
December 4, 11, 18, 25, 2020)

D.C. III’s Mobile RV Service 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 574467 
The following person doing business as: 
D.C. III’s Mobile RV Service, 5973 Bryce 
Canyon Court, Pleasanton, CA 94588, 
County of Alameda, is hereby registered 
by the following owner: Daniel C. Martin 
III, 5973 Bryce Canyon Court, Pleasanton, 
CA 94588. This business is conducted 
by Daniel C. Martin III, an Individual. 
Registrant began transacting business 
under the fictitious business name listed 
herein September 1, 2020. Signature of 
Registrant: Daniel C. Martin III, Owner/
Service Manager. This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Alameda on 
November 13, 2020. (Pleasanton Weekly, 
December 4, 11, 18, 25, 2020.)

997 All Other Legals
NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER 
ESTATE OF: KATHLEEN O’SHEA LUDWIG 
also known as KATHLEEN O’LUDWIG and 
KATHLEEN LUDWIG 
Case No.: RP14724868 To all heirs, 
beneficiaries, creditors, contingent 
creditors, and persons who may 
otherwise be interested in the will or 
estate, or both, of KATHLEEN O’SHEA 
LUDWIG also known as KATHLEEN 
O’LUDWIG and KATHLEEN LUDWIG. A 
Petition for Probate has been filed by: 
LINDA D. ADAMS in the Superior Court 
of California, County of ALAMEDA. The 
Petition for Probate requests that: LINDA 
D. ADAMS be appointed as personal 

representative to administer the estate 
of the decedent. The petition requests 
authority to administer the estate under 
the Independent Administration of 
Estates Act.(This authority will allow 
the personal representative to take 
many actions without obtaining court 
approval.Before taking certain very 
important actions, however, the personal 
representative will be required to give 
notice to interested persons unless they 
have waived notice or consented to 
the proposed action.) The independent 
administration authority will be granted 
unless an interested person files an 
objection to the petition and shows good 
cause why the court should not grant 
the authority. A HEARING on the petition 
will be held on JANUARY 4, 2021 at 9:45 
a.m. in Dept. 202 of the Superior Court of 
California, County of Alameda, located at 
2120 Martin Luther King Jr. Way, Berkeley, 
CA 94704. If you object to the granting 
of the petition, you should appear at the 
hearing and state your objections or file 
written objections with the court before 
the hearing. Your appearance may be in 
person or by your attorney. If you are a 
creditor or a contingent creditor of the 
decedent, you must file your claim with 
the court and mail a copy to the personal 
representative appointed by the court 
within the later of either (1) four months 
from the date of first issuance of letters 
to a general personal representative, as 
defined in section 58 (b) of the California 
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the 
date of mailing or personal delivery to 
you of a notice under section 9052 of the 
California Probate Code. Other California 
statutes and legal authority may affect 
your rights as a creditor. You may want to 
consult with an attorney knowledgeable 
in California law. You may examine the 
file kept by the court. If you are a person 
interested in the estate, you may file 
with the court a Request for Special 
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an 
inventory and appraisal of estate assets 
or of any petition or account as provided 
in Probate Code section 1250. A Request 
for Special Notice form is available from 
the court clerk. Attorney for Petitioner: 
Bart J. Schenone, Temmerman, Cilley& 
Kohlmann, LLP, 140 Town & Country Drive, 
Ste. A, Danville, CA 94526. (925) 529-
3999.(Pleasanton Weekly, November 27, 
December 4 & 11.)

Call (925) 600-0840 for assistance 
 with your legal advertising needs.

E-mail: gchannell@pleasantonweekly.com

Software Engineers

(Walnut Creek, CA) Dsgn 

complex packages using 

transformations incl 

Lookup, Fuzzy Lookup, 

Multicast, Condition Split 

& Control Flow operations. 

Master’s deg in Comp Sci, 

Engg, Info Systems or equiv 

& 12 mths of exp. May 

also req travel to various 

unanticipated client sites 

nationally. Send resume to: 

Advanced Software Design 

Inc., Attn: HRGC, 1371 

Oakland Blvd, Ste #100, 

Walnut Creek, CA 94596.

Sr Prnc Network Eng
Sr. Princ. Network Engg., 
Workday, Inc., Pleasanton, 
CA. Dev & support Network 
and Automation strategy 
& roadmap Workday 
Platform and Infrastructure. 
To apply, please mail 
resume to ATTN: Jessica 
Thurston, 6110 Stoneridge 
Mall Rd, Pleasanton, CA 
94588. Please refer to Job 
20637.818

The Pleasanton Weekly offers advertising for Employment, 
as well as Home and Business Services.

To learn more about these advertising options, please call 
650.223.6597 or email digitalads@paweekly.com.

Sign up today at  
pleasantonweekly.com/

express

POST CALENDAR ITEMS AT PLEASANTONWEEKLY.COM

Calendar



Pleasanton Weekly • December 11, 2020 • Page 21

SALES AT A GLANCE

Pleasanton (Sept. 21-22)
Total sales reported: 4

Lowest sale reported: $458,000

Highest sale reported: $2,430,000

Average sales reported: $1,770,000

Livermore (Sept. 21-22)      
Total sales reported: 9

Lowest sale reported: $833,000

Highest sale reported: $1,700,000

Average sales reported: $950,000

Dublin (Sept. 21-22)       
Total sales reported: 5

Lowest sale reported: $623,000

Highest sale reported: $1,372,000

Average sales reported: $912,000

Sunol (Sept. 21-22)       
Total sales reported: 2

Lowest sale reported: $960,000

Highest sale reported: $1,727,000

Average sales reported: $1,343,500

San Ramon (Oct. 26-30)
Total sales reported: 16

Lowest sale reported: $445,000

Highest sale reported: $1,809,000

Average sales reported: $1,294,000

Source: California REsource

•

•

•

Buildable Lot For Sale

FAUGHT
REALTOR®, CRS, SRES®

925.784.7979
LeslieFaught.com

SellingEastBayHomes.com
DRE 01027778

"I'll find a buyer for your home and a home for you to buy"

1.5 +/- Acre, Level, Lot
Alameda County, Pleasanton, CA
City Water and Sewer Available

Shown By Appointment

LindenWayVacantLot.com
Offered at $1,640,000

925.519.8226 | susan@fabprop.net
FabulousProperties.net CalDRE#01713497

GLOBAL REAL ESTATE ADVISOR
PLEASANTON

WEEKLY

HALL OF FAME

Get the Home of  your Dreams for the Holidays

3128 Paseo Granada, Pleasanton
4 BD + Bonus or BD 5, 3 BA, 3,091 SF on .16 Acre w/pool & spa  

 

Carriage Gardens
 

JUST LISTED

EXCLUSIVE

Real Estate
OPEN HOME GUIDE AND REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

GETTY IMAGES

A well-decorated gingerbread house is a perfect holiday touch sitting on a table or counter. 

BY GINA CHANNELL

Building a house can be a frustrating 
endeavor, particularly if the house is made 
of gingerbread. But a well-decorated ginger-
bread house is a perfect holiday touch sitting 
on a table or counter.

And it can be fun. No, really. Here are a 
few tips: 

Use royal icing

There is no shame in using a kit, but the 
icing that comes with most kits doesn’t cut it 
for building a gingerbread house that doesn’t 
collapse. The first key to a house that won’t 
fall down is having royal icing because it 
dries quickly and hard. 

Royal icing recipe
• 4 cups powdered sugar
• 3 tablespoons meringue powder
• 1/2 cup warm water
•  1/2 teaspoon clear vanilla or  

almond extract.
In the bowl of an electric mixer combine 

powdered sugar and meringue powder. Add 
the water and extract slowly. Beat at medium-
high speed until stiff peaks form, which is 
roughly 6 minutes. This makes about 4 cups 
of icing. Adding the vanilla or almond extract 

might thin it a bit, so mix in some powdered 
sugar. Keep it covered when not in use. You 
can replace the meringue with 3 large egg 
whites and skip the water, but eating raw 
eggs is not a good practice. Or skip every-
thing, type in “royal icing” on Amazon and 
hit “buy now.” 

Decorate the pieces first

 Decorate the separate pieces of the house 
and let them dry before putting the house 
together. This is easier than doing it while on 
the house. (Picture gumdrops dropping off 
the slanted roof, for example.)

Be patient 

 The second, and most important, key to 
creating a beautiful, stable gingerbread house 
is patience. Each wall and roof piece need at 
least a couple of hours to dry before being 
handled. 
 After the individual pieces dry, put the 
walls together and let them dry for a couple 
of hours. If you really want to be careful, 
build an “L” and let it dry a bit and add the 
other two walls. Finally add the roof pieces 
and don’t move, touch or breathe on the 
masterpiece for a few more hours. 

Building your own house
Tips for creating a gingerbread house that looks beautiful, won’t collapse



Page 22 • December 11, 2020 • Pleasanton Weekly

Kris Moxley
925.519.9080
kris.moxley@compass.com
moxleyrealestate.com
DRE 00790463

Maureen Nokes
925.577.2700
maureen.nokes@compass.com
compass.com
DRE 00589126

Marti Gilbert
925.216.4063
marti@homesbymarti.com
compass.com
DRE 01520061

Linda Traurig
925.382.9746
linda.traurig@compass.com
lindatraurig.com
DRE 01078773

Jo Ann Luisi
925.321.6104
joann.luisi@compass.com
joannluisi.com
DRE 01399250

Lily McClanahan
925.209.9328
lily.mcclanahan@compass.com
compass.com
DRE 01975835

Linda Futral
925.980.3561
linda.futral@compass.com
lindafutral.com
DRE 01257605

Kat Gaskins
925.963.7940
kat@katgaskins.com
katgaskins.com
DRE 01137199

Janice Habluetzel
925.699.3122
janice.habluetzel@compass.com
janicetherealtor.com
DRE 01385523

Jessica Johnson
408.455.1697
jessica.johnson@compass.com
realtybyjessica.com
DRE 01723385

Your home. Our mission.

world Compass is continuing to expand our California 

Pinel Realtors®

agents in the region, you can now go further in your home 
search.

Pleasanton/Livermore Valley 
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Don Faught
Vice President/Managing Broker
925.251.1111
dfaught@apr.com
DRE 00971395

Susie Steele
925.413.9306
susie.steele@compass.com
compass.com
DRE 01290566

Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdraw 
without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

New Listing Hits The Market

Move in ready for you this freshly painted, updated end unit condo lives and feels like 

a spacious Townhome with 2 stories located on an over sized premium lot with no rear 

neighbors. The home has 3 bedrooms and 2 1/2 baths as well as a large upstairs loft that 

Attached 2 car garage provides entry to the kitchen for added convenience. An added 

bonus is that the home is conveniently located across the parking lot from the community 

Club House. Close to exceptional schools, shopping and with close proximity to highways 

for easy commute access. Do not wait or you will miss this outstanding opportunity. 

Reach out today for information while it’s still available!

Dublin | Just Listed

3736 Branding Iron Place
$889,000      

Danville | Sold For $1,550,000 (75K Over Asking!)

208 Dove Creek Lane 
   

Pristine, move-in ready, Tassajara Creekhome sells at neighborhood record setting price! 

Congratulations to our happy sellers, after choosing between over 9 offers, their beautiful 

home is now sold overasking! If you would like simular results, connect with us for a 

consulation on how we can helop you with a full home valuation. Check out our website 

at www.mcdowellhomesgroup.com     

McDowell Homes Group 

Peter McDowell & Mari Torres-McDowell

Concierge Real Estate™
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THE RESERVE AT PLEASANT HILL

ElevateYourWay 
Ponderosa Homes

Visit any of these charming Ponderosa neighborhoods.

PLEASANTON
SYCAMORE 
Single-Family Homes  
Approx. 2,451 – 3,200 Sq. Ft. 
From the Mid $1.5 Millions 
925.200.1633  I  Now Selling

THE RESERVE 
Single-Family Homes  
Approx. 2,374 – 3,648 Sq. Ft. 
From the Mid $1 Millions 
925.200.4587  I  Now Selling

PLEASANT HILL
THE VINEYARD COLLECTION II 
Single-Family Homes  
Approx. 3,230 – 3,490 Sq. Ft. 
From the High $1 Millions 
925.460.8900  I  Coming 2021

LIVERMORE

ELISSAGARAY RANCH 
Single-Family Homes 
Approx. 2,405 – 3,531 Sq. Ft. 
From the High $600,000s 
925.701.1563  I  Now Selling

TR ACY

SAGE 
Single-Family Homes 
Approx. 1,757 – 2,419 Sq. Ft. 
From the $400,000s 
760.984.9026  I  Now Selling

PALM DESERT

Discover a home that transcends imagination. With expansive floor 

plans and highly sought-after features, the luxurious residences by 

Ponderosa Homes across the Bay Area and Southern California invite 

you to live the way you’ve always envisioned.

From small-town charm to vibrant downtowns, these ideally located 

new home collections will transform your every expectation.

Ponderosa Homes reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to make changes or modifications to pricing, floor plans, features, specifications, exterior color schemes, policies, guidelines, literature, materials, homesites 
released and plans designated on each homesite without notice or obligation. Porches, windows, garages and courtyards (if available) may vary in size and configuration per plan and elevation. Square footages are 
approximate. Floor plans, photography and rendering are artists’ conceptions and are not intended to be actual depictions of the buildings, fencing, walks, driveways or landscaping and are not to scale. Model does 
not reflect racial preference. Home shown does not represent actual homesites. Ponderosa Homes is a licensed California real estate broker, CA DRE license #01257567.   
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4123 Moller Drive, Pleasanton
3bd/2.5ba  |  1,731 sq.ft  |  3,441 sq.ft lot
OFFERED AT $949,000

ACTIVE 
LISTING

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. 

without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

Tim McGuire
Broker

DRE 01349446

Mark James
Realtor®

DRE 00697341

Eva Tia
Realtor®

DRE 02072764

Lori Olson
Realtor®

DRE 02004247

Karen 
Carmichael

Client Services

View our website
Scan with your smartphone camera

Beyond Full Service - A Concierge Approach to Real Estate

The strength of a team to help you move.

www.timmcguireteam.com
925.462.SOLD (7653)

@owntrivalleytmcguire1/timmcguireteam /in/owntrivalley

If you’re thinking about selling your home, now is the time. Call us today to learn how our proven strategies can get you the highest possible 
price for your home.

991 Rose Avenue, Pleasanton
3bd/2ba  |  1,200 sq.ft  |  4,532 sq.ft lot
OFFERED AT $989,999

PENDING

2679 Starling Court, Pleasanton
6bd/3ba  |  3,169 sq.ft  |  13,503 sq.ft lot
OFFERED AT $1,659,000

PENDING  
WITH 3 OFFERS


