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By Tim HUNT

City reacts to pandemic
by offering previously

unimaginable services

ocal government leaders have
L been working in uncharted

territory since the governor
locked down the state in March.

Pleasanton City Manager Nelson
Fialho, speaking to the Pleasanton
Men’s Club last week, remarked that
the city senior staff routinely does
emergency drills once or twice a
year, but those focus on natural
disasters such as floods, fires and
earthquakes. A worldwide pandemic
is new and what’s even more chal-
lenging is theres no timeline for
return to whatever is normal.

In his talk, Fialho went back 14
months to put some perspective on
the situation. Pleasanton celebrated
its 125th anniversary in June 2019
and wrapped up the fiscal year June
30 with a nice surplus and a healthy
budget. Unemployment was less
than 2% and reflected a healthy
economy that was humming along.

That continued until the pan-
demic hit and the lockdown took
effect. That reaction/shutdown phase
resulted in most city staff working
from home from mid-March until
September when city leaders started
working to help in the recovery.

Fialho was particularly proud of
the partnership the city developed
with Stanford-ValleyCare to operate
a drive-thru test site at the Alam-
eda County Fairgrounds. He said he
believed without the citys initiative
there would not have been a site in
the valley. About 1,000 people are
tested each week, and it ran without
any county financial support until
September. The cities of Livermore
and Dublin also came on board.

It was one of the pandemic-re-
sponse items that he said he could
never have imagined. The same goes
for developing a short-term program
to house homeless people. That
resulted in the city renting hotel
rooms. Residents were served one
meal daily by Open Heart Kitchen
and CityServe provided toiletries
and case management.

He estimated the cost at $3,150
per resident per month, very efficient
compared to San Francisco’s program
that is costing $8,000 per month.
I volunteer with Miracle Friends, a
program of Miracle Messages, that
pairs a volunteer with a homeless
person sheltering in a San Francisco
hotel so I knew the San Francisco

cost. That program is scheduled
to wind up Dec. 21. The Pleasan-
ton program ran for 3-1/2 months
and wound down when the shut-
down order was modified. Residents
worked with CityServe and other
providers on transitional housing.

It was this program that Fialho
said he could never have imagined
Pleasanton operating, but thats how
the pandemic changed what was
normal. In response to a question,
he said he participated in the one-
night homeless count two years ago.
That showed that most of the home-
less people in Pleasanton were living
in their cars and then going to work
and returning in the evening to park
behind a building or in a parking lot.
It counted about 80 people.

Fielding a question from the au-
dience about Oakland’s thought
of housing homeless people from
there at the fairgrounds, he said the
city has flatly told the county of-
ficials no. The city’s agreement with
the county specifies that any non-
fair use on the fairgrounds must
have city approval.

The city staff members who had
been working from home now have
returned to the office in a hybrid
schedule that divides departments
so half of the team is in the office
at any one time. And last week, the
library reopened with limited hours
and a grab-and-go approach.

As you would expect some revenue
streams — hotel tax — have shriveled
up, while others such as property tax
(the largest single revenue source)
remains strong. He noted that people
continued to buy cars that helped the
sales tax, which took a hit because the
mall and other retailers were either
shutdown or limited in hours.

Fialho said he expected the week-
end closure of Main Street to become
an annual event from spring into
fall. He said the restaurants love it,
while the retailers don't like it all. Tt
wrapped up so the retailers could
have a break during the critical holi-
day season. It will be up to the new
City Council next year to decide
whether to move forward with it. m

Editor’s note: Journalist Tim Hunt

has written columns on the Tri-Valley
community for more than 40 years.

He grew up in the valley and lives in
Pleasanton. His “Tim Talk” blog appears
twice a week at PleasantonWeekly.com.

About the Cover

Today marks the launch of the 2020-21 Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund,
which will benefit six local nonprofits during their time of need this winter amid
the COVID-19 pandemic. Cover design by Kristin Brown.
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NEW LISTINGS

Listed for $1,469,000

720 LAKE MEAD PLACE, SAN RAMON
4 Bedroom / 3 Bathroom, 2,824 Square Feet, 11,664 Square Foot Lot
Gorgeous home with resort-like backyard in Canyon Crest. Great location
within walking distance to elementary school.

COMING SOON!

678 PETERS AVENUE, PLEASANTON

2 Bedroom / 2 Bathroom, 868 Square Feet
Enjoy the downtown lifestyle from this adorable downtown Pleasanton condo
located 1 block from Main Street. Great top floor unit with large patio perfect
for entertaining

Gina Piper

925.200.0202 - DRE #01201349
gina@elationre.com

PLEASANTON
WEEKLY

ElationRE.com

Gorgeous Backyard

7-TIME WINNER AS PLEASANTON’S BEST REALTOR & HALL OF FAME MEMBER

*
HALL OF FAME

L

REAL ESTATE

0
EAST BAY
@s PCA

™

Group and Private Dog Training

Online and In-Person
Sessions Available at
8323 Baldwin Street, Oakland

:ﬂ
-

All Ages and Skill
Sets Welcome

020
Expert Instruction
020
Positive Reinforcement
Methods

Save $20

When you use code
DOGCLASS at checkout®

Sign up today at

eastbayspca.org/training

*Valid through 12/31/2020 on select classes and private training
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COMPASS

SELLERS WANTED

We've Got Buyers! Fully Underwritten or Cash! Financially Capable & Ready to Go!
Are You Ready To Move?

As a homeowner, you have a massive opportunity right now. Whether you want to downsize and
save more each month or get a more suitable home based on your distinct needs, it's a great
time. You can win big by making a move if the time is right for you.

Since the current COVID-19 crisis has altered our daily lifestyles, many buyers and sellers are
thinking about moving to a home with more or less space and to different in-state or out of state
locations.

If you've been a homeowner for more than 10 years, you've likely doubled your equity. Whether
you're looking to lower your cost of living, get more home for your money & live a better life, now is
the time. Buyers are actively looking for homes to buy, and there's not enough supply.

You can win big by making your move right now. Where will you go? Let's meet (virtual or in-
person) to make a plan.

Call us today at 925-400-7533
Is There A Better Future For You Elsewhere?
According to a recent survey, 53% of Californians say they want to leave the state. Per Census,
California saw over half a million of its residents leave last year alone, moving to areas such as
Texas, Arizona, Washington & Colorado. While the cost of living & running a business continues to

rise, many are moving to different out of state locations. Are you going to be next?

Visit BayAreaHomeFinder.com/Exodus for a free report on California's Exodus.

Current Buyer's Needs

Streetwise

ASKED AROUND TOWN

How are you planning to spend
Thanksgiving this year?

Kelly Gaich

Bartender

| have one friend who is in my

social bubble. We get together every
weekend in order to watch football.
We are planning to get together, eat
Thanksgiving food and catch a game.

Demetra Jaffin
Laboratory specialist

We are spending Thanksgiving with just
my immediate family this year, which

is much smaller than our typical large
extended family get-togethers. It will

be different, but it’s the safe way to
celebrate and that is very important right
now.

Orson Waters
College student

I don’t get what all the fuss is about.
I’m planning to have Thanksgiving with
my family, and after that to go out
with all of my good friends from high
school, since it is so rare for us to see
one another now that we are all away
at college. We plan to have a great
“Friendsgiving” together.

Rebecca McLaughlin

Teacher

We will be driving to an Airbnb, dogs
and all. It’s in San Clemente Beach.
We want to keep our Thanksgiving
celebration small and relaxing this year.

Mr. Sandeep A: Newer home in Pleasanton, up to $1.2M

Mr. Sathish P: Ponderosa, 4 bed+, up to $1.6M
Mr. Arman B: Livermore, 3 bed+ SFR, up to $850K

Ms. Angel D: Dublin & Livermore 2 bed+ TH, up to $650K

Mr. Pavan K: Pleasanton, 3 bed+ SFR, up to $1.05M
Mr. Eugene E: Livermore, 4 bed+, up to $1.3M

Mr. Madhu S: Danville, 5 bed+, 2010+, up to $2.3M
Mrs. Iris K: Pleasanton, 3 beds+, up to $IM

John Weinberger
Paralegal

Well, it has always been my annual
tradition to travel to New Jersey in order
to spend Thanksgiving with my sister and
her family. This year though, I think it is a
really bad idea to travel and to spend time
indoors with lots of people. So instead I’'m
planning to stay put, and just make and
eat a whole lot of stuffing. It’s really the
only Thanksgiving food I truly enjoy.

—Compiled by Nancy and Jeff Lewis

8530 Zandol Court, Dublin
Multiple Offers Prior To Being On
Market! Helped A Homeowner
Cash Out & Move To Tennessee!

4419 Newman Place, Pleasanton
Helped An Investor Take Cash Off
The Table!

11554 Santo Court, Dublin
Muiltiple Offers Prior To Being Listed
On Market! Helped A Homeowner

Cash Out & Move To Texas!

Have a Streetwise question? Email editor@PleasantonWeekly.com

The Pleasanton Weekly is published every Friday by Embarcadero Media, 5506 Sunol Blvd.,
Suite 203, Pleasanton, CA 94566; (925) 600-0840. Mailed at Periodicals Postage Rate,
USPS 020407. The Weekly is mailed upon request to homes and apartments in Pleasanton.
Print subscriptions for businesses or residents of other communities are $60 per year or $100
for two years. Go to PleasantonWeekly.com to sign up and for more information.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Pleasanton Weekly,

5506 Sunol Blvd., Suite 203, Pleasanton, CA 94566. ©2020 by Embarcadero Media.

All rights reserved. Reproduction without permission is strictly prohibited.

Mohseni Real Estate Group

| | MOHSEN]| 9254007533

70M+ 85

volume since 2019 transactions since 2019

78+

years of local experience

REAL ESTATE GROUP  BayAreaHomeFinder.com
support@bayareahomefinder.com
DRE 01267039
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Newsfront

DIGEST

Flu shots for vets

The Pleasanton Public Library
is set to host the VA Palo Alto
Mobile Medical Outreach Team
on Monday morning to facilitate
free flu shots for veterans.

All participants must make
appointments in advance with
the library and be pre-registered
with the VA Palo Alto Health
System. Visit www.va.gov or call
925-373-4700 for information
on local registration.

For the flu shot clinic in the
library parking lot, veterans with
appointments should drive up
to the designated area and pro-
vide their names and the last
four digits of their Social Secu-
rity numbers. VA Palo Alto staff
will verify registration for care
before administering flu shots,
city officials said.

The event runs from 9:30-
11:30 a.m. Monday (Nov. 23)
at the library at 400 Old Bernal
Ave. Call 925-931-3400 to learn
more.

Geocache game

The city of Livermore has
launched a free community ac-
tivity, a geocaching adventure
with Imore the Basset Hound
(or “Asset Hound”) designed to
be COVID-safe for participants
of all age.

Imore has hidden five caches
throughout Livermore so resi-
dents can learn about commu-
nity-owned assets such as roads,
traffic signals, pipes, buildings,
and more. Geocaching is a mod-
ern-day treasure hunt for all ages.

“The cache will have a QR
code to a fun quiz and a clue
and coordinates to the next lo-
cation,” officials said. “Anyone
who finds all five caches before
Jan. 5 will be entered in a raffle
to win fun prizes.”

Find the instructions and
gamecard at www.livermoreas-
sets.net/geocache-2020.

Rise Against Hunger

Lynnewood United Methodist
Church in Pleasanton is host-
ing a virtual 5K and 10K walk,
run or bike fundraiser for Rise
Against Hunger today through
Sunday.

“We cannot meet to package
the 10,000 meals we normally
do at our events. Yet we still
want to make a difference for
the children in underdeveloped
countries by providing dona-
tions for life-changing programs
that support them,” church of-
ficials said.

Participants can take their
own walk, run or hike ride
to support the event any of
the three days. “Come by the
church and say hi. Event bibs,
buttons, snack bars, water and
a friendly wave await you,” offi-
cials said. The church is located
at 4444 Black Ave. To learn
more, visit lynnewood.org. m

Tri-Valley pulled back into state’s
purple tier amid COVID surge

Alameda County’s regression all but halts PUSD’s Jan. 4 elementary reopening date

BY JEREMY WALSH

[ :iting rising rates of new
COVID-19 cases and hospi-
talizations in counties across
the state, the California Department
of Public Health placed Alameda
County into the most-restrictive pur-
ple tier of the states Blueprint for a

Safer Economy this week.

The move, which saw Alameda
County regress two tiers from orange
(“moderate”) back to purple (“wide-
spread”) after the state documented
an adjusted rate of seven cases per
100,000 people in the county, re-
sulted in the end of indoor dining,
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worship services and gym activities
for the time being, as well the closure
of bars and reduced indoor capacity
for retail stores and shopping malls.

Other business activities such as
personal care services, hair salons
and barbershops can still operate
indoors with safety and social-dis-
tancing modification, under the state
guidelines. Restaurant dining and
group worship, among other activi-
ties, are allowable outdoors with pro-
tocols in place.

County officials hope news of the
regression will inspire bold, consis-
tent action by residents to take the

necessary steps to help stem the
potential spread of the coronavirus
amid the recent case surge, accord-
ing to Dr. Nicholas Moss, who was
promoted to the permanent role of
county health officer on Tuesday after
nearly four months in the position on
an interim basis.

“We need Alameda County resi-
dents and businesses to, once again,
rise to the challenge and help flatten
the curve,” Moss said. “Stay home
for the holidays, wear face masks,
maintain at least 6 feet of distance,
wash your hands frequently, and get
your flu shot. Now more than ever,

MIKE SEDLAK/MIKE@DIGITAISIGHTACO

Aerial shot shows Johnson Drive Economic Development Zone site southeast of the I-580/1-680 interchange.
Costco and a hotel developer are aiming to build on the 20-acre vacant portion (in yellow oval) near the top

right of the photo.

Judge rules for city in Costco suit

Court says Pleasanton’s follow-up EIR was adequate;
appeal period in play once order is finalized

BY JEREMY WALSH

An Alameda County Superior
Court judge last Friday ruled
against the petitioners suing the
city of Pleasanton for a second
time over environmental approv-
als for the proposed Costco and
overarching Johnson Drive Eco-
nomic Development Zone, po-
tentially ending the lawsuit and
clearing the way for the project
to move forward — though an
appeal period is still in play.

The lawsuit filed in March
by the Pleasanton Citizens for
Responsible Growth, a group
spearheaded by former city

councilman Matt Sullivan, chal-
lenged the adequacy of the city’s
second round of environmental
review that occurred after a set-
tlement in PCRG5 prior lawsuit
in 2018 and that the City Coun-
cil approved in February in the
hopes of advancing the project.
At issue in the hearing last
week was whether the city ad-
equately considered the cumula-
tive air quality and traffic impacts
on the JDEDZ caused by three
proposed or pending projects in
neighboring Dublin: the IKEA
store, Kaiser Permanente medical
campus and At Dublin, according

to Pleasanton city attorney Dan
Sodergren.

“At the conclusion of the hear-
ing, Judge (Frank) Roesch ruled
in the citys favor and denied
the petition for writ of mandate.
Judge Roesch found that there
is substantial evidence to sup-
port the analysis contained in the
Recirculated Final Supplemental
Environmental Impact Report for
the (JDEDZ),” Sodergren told the
Weekly.

The ruling, which is still sub-
ject to a final order by Roesch to

See COSTCO on Page 10

we must protect ourselves, our loved
ones, and our neighbors with these
simple strategies. We all must recom-
mit ourselves to the safety measures
that helped us lower case rates in
September and October.”

The Pleasanton Unified School
District now anticipates not being
able to reopen elementary school
campuses for in-person classroom
instruction on Jan. 4 in light of the
county reverting back to the purple
ter.

While most of the focus was on

See COVID-19 on Page 10

PUSD may
scrap plans
for ‘E-10Q°
school

Trustees reverse on
sending design specs to
state for approval

BY JuuA Baum

Pleasanton Unified School District
is considering scrapping plans for
the planned new school for grades
4 and 5 at the Donlon Elementary
site. — dubbed the “E-10" school
— and starting over with a newly
developed alternative proposal to
address overgrowth issues, follow-
ing extensive discussion among the
Board of Trustees last week.

The change of direction at the
Nov. 12 meeting comes a month
after staff and the majority of school
board members previously agreed
the best course of action was build-
ing the E-10 school as planned and
submitting project specifications to
the Division of the State Architect for
approval.

Known as “Option E,” the newest
alternative proposal would increase
capacity at Lydiksen Elementary to
accommodate expected growth in-
creases in the districts enrollment
area west of Interstate 680, as well as
“rebalance” the five elementary sites
in PUSD5 northern area by making
“slight boundary adjustments and
some capacity increases” between
four to six classrooms.

With the exception of Mohr El-
ementary, which would remain at its
current capacity, about 700 to 800
students would be enrolled at each

See E-10 SCHOOL on Page 11
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NEWSFRONT

Wang, Guzman aim to bring ‘positive change’ to LVJUSD

Livermore’s new school board members set to be sworn in Dec. 15

By CIERRA BAILEY

Two newcomers with ambitious
goals celebrated wins in a five-can-
didate election for Livermore Valley
Joint Unified School District Board of
Education.

Voters chose public policy advo-
cate Kristie Wang and former Tri-
Valley teacher and parent volunteer
Yanira Guzman to fill two at-large
seats on the five-member school
board.

With the vast majority of bal-
lots counted, Wang leads the way
with 18,246 votes (26.04%) fol-
lowed by Guzman for the second
seat at 15,529 votes (22.16%). That
positioned the pair to unseat in-
cumbent Chuck Rogge with 12,212
votes (17.43%) in third place, as well
as challengers Kandiss Hewing in
fourth (12,057 votes; 17.21%) and
Asa Strout (11,867 votes; 16.94%).
One seat was already guaranteed to
change hands with incumbent Chris
Wenzel opting not to seek re-election
this fall.

Wang and Guzman are set to be
officially sworn in during a board
meeting on Dec. 15, but before that,
they will be participating in training
and orientation meetings to help
prepare for their new roles.

Wang, who gained recognition as
a leader of the anti-vaping movement
in Livermore, said that upon taking

Yanira
Guzman

Kristie Wang

her place on the board, her top prior-
ity will be to work toward reopening
schools safely.

Prior to winning the election,
Wang said she spent several months
researching how schools in other
communities reopened, including
which strategies worked and which
didn. She also attended public vir-
tual town halls and school board
meetings in other districts to get
a sense of how other areas are ap-
proaching reopening.

‘I want to see us more ready to
g0,” Wang told the Weekly.

“When things do get better — and
its going to get better at some point,
whether its in a month or six months
or a year — at some point we're
going to be ready to bring students
back in and I just want us to be ready
for that. I dont want to wait until
that time and then start planning, 1
want to plan now for that day,” she
said.

Wang is also thinking beyond just
getting students back on campus.
She said she wants to work on ad-
dressing mental health issues and
learning gaps that have been exac-
erbated by the pandemic when stu-
dents eventually return to in-person
learning.

“I think about four days after the
election, I did an all-day training on
youth mental health because thats
really a big issue right now,” she said.
“I see my own kids and other kids
I know who previously didnt have
mental health issues and are develop-
ing them and so for kids who already
had them to begin with — and T've
talked to some of the parents of those
students — this is very serious.”

Wang said that her second and
third priorities are to focus on ad-
vocating for money for the district’s
budget and to help guide the schools
through the national conversation
on civil rights, including recruiting
more teachers of color to the district
and reevaluating the U.S. history and
social studies curriculum.

“T want to look at what the text-
books are, what the curriculum is
and where we can really bring a more
complete picture for all the kids that
leave our school system,” she said.

Guzman said that her No.1 prior-
ity is improving communication and
access to information between the
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district and parents. She explained
how she addressed a recent lapse in
communication following a survey
the district distributed to get parent
input about a hybrid learning model.

“Part of that message went out
bilingually but another part did not.
So, to compensate for that, I did a
quick and dirty video in Spanish
trying to highlight the big points and
posted that out to my social media,”
Guzman told the Weekly.

She said that closing the gaps in
communication will allow parents to
better advocate for themselves and
their children.

“There are other languages within
our community other than Span-
ish, so really making sure that the
people who dont necessarily have
the language skill set get the required
information because it affects them
and their children and their families,”
Guzman said.

In addition to improving com-
munication through language, she
said she wants to explore different
methods of distributing information.

“Emalil is a very middle class type
of way of communication, so how
do we make sure that other com-
munities get the information? How
can we use social media to our
advantage? How can we use What-
sApp? These are other forms of com-
munication that are popular in other

DID YOU KNOW

To help you graduate, Las Positas College
offers over 20 student and academic
support programes.

Invest In gO

Register Today
www.laspositascollege.edu

~ LAS POSITAS

communities and we need to tap into
that,” she said.

While she recognizes that she rep-
resents the entire Livermore com-
munity as a member of the board,
Guzman said that the initial moti-
vation to run for office came about
upon noticing how students from
low-income and non-English-speak-
ing families were being affected by
the pandemic.

‘T ran because 1 saw our com-
munity in a crisis — and not just
Livermore — but I did run for the
low-income, the immigrants and
the non-English speakers because
COVID is hurting these communities
much more disproportionately than
others and that’s not OK with me,”
she said. “Its not OK with me that
our entire community is hurting but
its not OK with me that some people
are hurting more.”

Guzman added that her end goal
as a board member is to ensure eq-
uity and access for everyone, saying,
“I'm really trying to advocate and
push that if we work together, we can
make positive change.”

Two of their competitors— human
resources specialist Hewing and infor-
mation technology business analyst
Strout — shared words of encourage-
ment for the board members-elect.

See LVJUSD on Page 11
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We have been serving the families
of Pleasanton and the Tri-valley for
12 years and are honored to be a
Pleasanton Weekly Hall of Fame
orthodontic office. At this time, we
could not be more thankful for your
trust and confidence in our practice.
And while excellent results are our
mission, | want you to know that
keeping our patients safe

has always been a top priority,
especially in 2020.

All surfaces are cleaned
between every patient

Instruments are sterilized and
sterilizers are regularly
monitored by a third party

Patients are now spread out
more than 10 feet apart

Separate treatments rooms
are available

Clinical staff uses medical grade
PPE during every patient visit

Give us a call,
we’d love to meet your family!

— LIVE, LAUGH, SMILE —

Dr. Wl

;1

PLEASANTON
WEEKLY

Clear Braces ° Invisalign ¢ Lingual Braces

Schedule a complimentary consultation

(925) 846-3248

www.pleasantonortho.com
4487 Stoneridge Drive, Pleasanton
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NEWSFRONT

Officials: Keep holiday get-togethers

small, short, stable and safe
Bay Area health officers issue holiday, travel safety tips amid COVID surge

BY RYAN J. DEGAN

While Thanksgiving is typically a
time for family and friends to come
together and enjoy each other’s
company, Bay Area health officials
are imploring residents to celebrate
responsibly next Thursday and
take every effort to help stem the
spread of the coronavirus.

With COVID-19 cases spiking
throughout the U.S., health offi-
cers from the counties of Alameda,
Contra Costa, Marin, San Mateo,
Santa Clara and Santa Cruz, as well
as from the city of Berkeley, recent-
ly issued travel safety tips for resi-
dents to safely enjoy Thanksgiving
and the entire holiday season.

Officials have further encour-
aged creative solutions for cele-
brating the holidays, such as vir-
tual get-togethers for families and
having safe, physically distanced
get-togethers with members of the
same household or social “pod.”

“With cases rising around the
country, and beginning to increase
a bit here in Contra Costa County
as well, we all must come together
and keep up our efforts to reduce
transmission,” Dr. Chris Farnitano,
Contra Costa County’s health of-
ficer, said in a statement.

“When people who live in dif-
ferent houses or apartments are to-
gether at the same time in the same
space, risk of COVID-19 spreading
goes up, even when the people
are relatives or friends. Please cel-
ebrate safely this year and protect
yourself and your family by in-
cluding masks, keeping a distance,
and staying outdoors,” Farnitano
added.

Residents who gather with
groups who live outside of their
household or social pod — even
extended family members — sig-

nificantly increase the risk of con-
tracting or spreading COVID-19,

which has recently seen a signifi-
cant resurgence throughout the
state.

According to Gov. Gavin New-
som, as of Monday, California has
seen its quickest increase in new
cases statewide over the last 10
days since the pandemic began in
March — resulting in additional
closure restrictions for every Bay
Area county.

In light of the recent spike in
cases, regional health officials say
the safest way for residents to cel-
ebrate this holiday season is virtu-
ally or with members of their own
household.

People are encouraged to start
new holiday traditions, share a vir-
tual meal with family and friends,
decorate their homes, participate
in drive-by events, see a drive-in
movie or visit outdoor holiday-
themed art installations.

“Any activity outside of your

household increases chances of ex-
posure to the virus. Be selective
and space out which public activi-
ties you choose. If gathering with
your small, stable group is most
important, consider forgoing or
delaying other activities such as a
haircut or indoor dining to reduce
your overall exposures and protect
your group,” the Bay Area health
officials said in a joint statement.

If residents do elect to celebrate
in-person, then they are advised to
keep it small, short, stable and safe.

In-person gatherings should fol-
low all social distancing guidelines,
including masks, and be limited
to no more than three household
groups of people — residents are
strongly discouraged from partici-
pating in multiple gatherings with
many different households. Gath-
erings are also advised to last no
longer than two hours.

Health officials recommend that

gatherings use single-serve dispos-
able containers for meals; how-
ever, residents can also serve from
a single container if it is done by a
single person who washes or sani-
tizes their hands frequently and
wears a face covering.

Residents are also advised to
remain outside as much as possible
and to avoid singing, chanting or
shouting.

Travel, both locally and region-
ally, is also strongly discouraged by
health officials who say that travel
significantly increases the risk of
spreading COVID-19.

“California just surpassed a so-
bering threshold — one million
COVID-19 cases — with no signs
of the virus slowing down,” New-
som said in a statement. “Increased
cases are adding pressure on our
hospital systems and threatening
the lives of seniors, essential work-
ers and vulnerable Californians.
Travel increases the risk of spread-
ing COVID-19, and we must all
collectively increase our efforts at
this time to keep the virus at bay
and save lives.”

See HOLIDAY on Page 11

PDA encourages residents to ‘Shop Small — Support Local

Program aims to promote downtown businesses during holiday season

BY JEREMY WALSH

The Pleasanton Downtown As-
sociation, in collaboration with the
city of Pleasanton, has unveiled a
new program to encourage Pleas-
anton residents to shop, dine and
otherwise support local businesses
this holiday season.

“Shop Small — Support Local”
builds upon the traditional Small
Business Saturday movement that
happens each year, an expansion
that aims to help local businesses
in Pleasanton amid the COVID-
19 pandemic, according to Tif-
fany Cadrette, the PDAs executive
director.

“We are asking our community
to make the pledge to Shop Small

Glazer backs audit efforts of BART inspector

BY JuLiA BAum

Tri-Valley State Senator Steve
Glazer (D-Orinda) recently shared
his support for BART? first inspec-
tor general mission to root out
waste, fraud and abuse in the re-
gional public transit agency.

Released late last month, Inspec-
tor General Harriet Richardson’s re-
port states that BART management
is impeding her ability to conduct
a “risk assessment” of their offices,
which would be used to aid her
work.

Richardsons districtwide evalu-
ation aims to “identify areas to
audit that will provide the most
opportunity for improvement and
make the best use of our limited

and Support Local,” Cadrette said
in a statement. “When you Shop
Small you do something big! Shop-
ping locally keeps dollars in our
economy. When we support our
local businesses, our sales taxes
are reinvested right here in Pleas-
anton. For every $1 spent at a
small business, $0.67 stays in the
community.”

While Small Business Saturday,
sponsored nationwide by Ameri-
can Express, will still be featured
in Pleasanton on Nov. 28, PDA
and city officials saw a need to
reimagine and extend the support
campaign to last the entire holiday
season, according to Cadrette.

“Now more than ever, it is vital

we support the small businesses
who make such valuable and dis-
tinct contributions to our com-
munity and local economy,” she
said. “Shop Small — Support Local
2020 is a celebration of small busi-
nesses ranging from retail stores
and restaurants to fitness studios
and salons, and everything in
between.”

Participating downtown mer-
chants will be distributing custom
Pleasanton tote bags and other spe-
cial offers. For a full list of busi-
nesses, visit www.pleasantondown-
town.net/ShopSmall.

PDA officials also noted that the
city government recently created a
new “Downtown Pop-Up” program

to allow downtown businesses to
use on-street parking spaces for
expanded outdoor commercial ac-
tivities this fall and winter now that
the weekend Main Street closures
have ended.

“These downtown pop-ups are
intended to allow merchants to
augment the allowance of limited
indoor dining capacity, and will
have the advantage of being able to
operate throughout the week, not
just on weekends,” PDA officials
said.

Interested businesses can learn
more about the application pro-
cess and participation require-
ments by visit the “Planning” web-
page on the city’s website, www.

New whistleblower hotline for fraud and waste also being planned

resources. How-
ever, BART man-
agement halted
our progress and
we are currently
working to re-
solve the issue.”

In a statement,
Glazer, who
wrote the legis-
lation which created Richardsons
office in 2018, urged BART man-
agement to work with Richardson.

“The BART Board of Directors
should view the inspector gen-
eral as someone who will assist
them in remaining accountable
to the public and their riders,”
Glazer said. “There shouldnt be

Steve Glazer
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any management roadblocks. They
should embrace the inspector gen-
eral’s important work.”

Richardson said she was accused
by management of asking questions
outside her purview, even though
her office’s authority is not limited
to certain parts of the agency.

BART officials responded in a
statement that the agency “wel-
comes independent oversight
and is fully committed to ensur-
ing the independent role of the
Office of the Inspector General
(OIG) including access to staff and
documents.”

“BART management supports
the OIG’s risk assessment initia-
tive and the general manager has

made clear to all staff that the
assessment is proceeding and to
cooperate with all OIG audits and
investigations,” officials said. “The
OIG5 audit plan is a high priority
for BART as we look to identify
any opportunities for efficiencies
and to respond to claims of waste,
fraud and abuse.”

Richardson confirmed at the
Oct. 29 Ad Hoc Audit Committee
meeting that “after discussions with
some board members and BART
management, the general manager
advised me on Oct. 16 that we can
proceed with the risk assessment.
I expect to be able to report our
progress on that in our next quar-
terly report.”

cityofpleasantonca.gov.

“Buying locally ensures our city
stays extraordinary and the place
to go,” Cadrette said. “Local mer-
chants get to know our local tastes
and select merchandise with the
local community in mind. You
get personal attention. You feel
connected.”

“Our businesses make us special
and give us a strong sense of loyalty
for our city,” she added. “The more
unique we are as a community,
the more we attract visitors, which
benefits everyone. Shopping locally
also keeps dollars in our economy.
When we support our local busi-
nesses, our sales taxes are rein-
vested right here in Pleasanton.” m

general

A new whistleblower hotline is
also being launched and will be
made available to all BART employ-
ees and the general public.

“This hotline can be an invalu-
able tool for BART and its employ-
ees as we move toward a more
efficient and accountable transit
system that is so vital to the Bay
Area’s economic and social well-
being,” Glazer said.

Fraud, waste and abuse concerns
may be reported confidentially and
anonymously online at www.bart.
gov/OIGhotline or by phone at
510-464-6100. A third-party pro-
vider routes all reports to ensure
anonymity for callers who prefer to
remain anonymous.m
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Measures W, X down to the wire
Sales tax back ahead at 50.08%; fire bond dips to 66.74%

BY JEREMY WALSH

The proposed half-cent county
sales tax, Measure W, jumped
back into a narrow lead days after
slipping behind, while the Mea-
sure X fire bond kept clinging to
its slight advantage, according to
the most recent election results
from the Alameda County Regis-
trar of Voters’ Office.

The current tally sees 357,238
votes (50.08%) in favor of Mea-
sure W compared to 356,116
votes (49.92%) against the

BY JEREMY WALSH

Lisa E. Gordon-Hagerty resigned
this month as the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy under secretary for
nuclear security and administrator
of the National Nuclear Security
Administration, which oversees
both national labs in Livermore.

The announcement on Nov. 6,
which included no specific rea-
son for her resignation, came less
than five weeks after Gordon-
Hagerty spent two days in Liver-
more touring various facilities at
both Lawrence Livermore National

measure that requires a simple
majority to pass — a margin of
1,112 votes.

The results update released on
Nov. 12 marked a turnaround
for Measure W, which had led
narrowly in all returns since the
Nov. 3 election before slipping
into a trailing position with the
Nov. 10 results update (50.07%
No to 49.93% Yes). But the ap-
proximately 15,000 more ballots
tabulated in the interim gave the
lead back to the Yes side.

The results to date represent
the vast majority of eligible bal-
lots, but some small remaining
amount of vote-by-mail, provi-
sional and conditional ballots re-
main to be processed. The coun-
ty said the next results update
would be out this afternoon.

A proposal put on the ballot
by the Alameda County Board of
Supervisors, Measure W would
establish a new half-cent sales
tax countywide “to provide es-
sential county services, including

Gordon-Hagerty out as

Resignation comes a month after Livermore tour

Laboratory and Sandia National
Laboratories.

Gordon-Hagerty, who was se-
lected by President Donald Trump
and confirmed by the U.S. Sen-
ate in February 2018, was the
first woman to hold the national
position. A physicist by training,
Gordon-Hagerty worked at LLNL
earlier in her career, which in-
cluded multiple stops in the public
and private sectors.

“As administrator, Ms. Gordon-
Hagerty oversaw the moderniza-
tion of NNSAs infrastructure and

Pleasanton Unified School District

To apply go to

www.edjoin.org

and search for Pleasanton

the strengthening of its world-class
workforce. She also made signifi-
cant strides in improving NNSA
governance and management and
demonstrated a sincere dedication
to the 50,000 men and women
serving in the national security
workforce,” NNSA officials said in
a brief statement Nov. 6.

No reason was given publicly for
Gordon-Hagertys departure, but
The Hill reported the resignation
came amid tensions with U.S. Sec-
retary of Energy Dan Brouillette.

U.S. Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.),

We're Hiring !

housing and services for those
experiencing homelessness, men-
tal health services, job training,
social safety net and other general
fund services,” according to the
ballot question.

The new tax, which requires
a simple majority to pass (50%
plus one vote), would be in place
for 10 years and generate an esti-
mated $150 million per year.

The other tight local ballot
measure in the county is Mea-
sure X, the Alameda County Fire

NNSA chief

chairman of the Senate Armed Ser-
vices Committee, released a state-
ment offering support for Gordon-
Hagerty as “an exemplary public
servant and remarkable leader.”

“That the secretary of energy
effectively demanded her resig-
nation during this time of un-
certainty demonstrates he doesn't
know what he’s doing in national
security matters and shows a com-
plete lack of respect for the semi-
autonomous nature of NNSA” In-
hofe said.

To succeed Gordon-Hagerty,

Department’s $90 million fire fa-
cilities bond proposal that was
on the ballot in unincorporated
communities, except for Fairview.

Needing approval from more
than two-thirds of voters, Mea-
sure X stands just 0.07 percentage
points ahead with 38,664 votes in
favor (66.74%) and 19,264 votes
against (33.26%).

It’s a familiar case for ACFD,
which saw the same $90 mil-
lion bond measure in this year’s
primary election come down to
the wire before ultimately falling
95 votes short of passing once all
ballots were counted. The bond
was on the March ballot as Mea-
sure D. m

federal officials selected princi-
pal deputy administrator William
Bookless to serve as acting NNSA
administrator. His appointment
aims to ensure “the continuity of
NNSAs vital mission to sustain
the safety, security and effective-
ness of our nuclear deterrent and
strengthen our national security,”
according to the NNSA.

Bookless, who has 35 years of
experience in nuclear security,
had long career ties in Livermore,
working more than three decades
as a senior physicist at LLNL. m
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Dublin: Hernandez wins mayor seat; Hu, McCorriston on council

By Juuia BAum

Following a historic election year
and crowded City Council race,
Dublin’ next mayor and two council
members said they are ready to lead
Dublin through the COVID-19 pan-
demic and recovery in just a matter
of weeks.

After serving one term on the
council, Melissa Hernandez is
Dublins new mayor-elect, earning
49.87% of total votes — 13,572 to
date — to maintain her first place
since Nov. 3 over fellow Councilman
Arun Goel, according to the latest
results from the Alameda County
Registrar of Voters’ Office.

The election totals reported by
county officials thus far represent the
vast majority of eligible ballots cast,
and though a small number of ballots
remain to be processed countywide,
the margins appear too significant
for any trailing Dublin candidates to
overcome.

In a statement posted on social
media, Hernandez — who is set to
be sworn in at the Dec. 15 council
meeting along with newly elected
council members Sherry Hu and Mi-
chael McCorriston — thanked “every
Dublin voter who cast a ballot and
participated in this historic election.”

“Although remaining ballots that
are received by mail will continue to
be counted, I am truly humbled and

Melissa
Hernandez

grateful that the current results show
I have been chosen by you to be your
next mayor,” Hernandez said.

“Iam ready to lead Dublin through
our recovery and I pledge to contin-
ue to put your interests first, and to
empower the community in working
together to address the challenges
ahead,” Hernandez added. “I greatly
value the conversations and work
we have done thus far, and I look
forward to collaborating with you on
Dublin’s future.”

Hernandez, like Goel, opted to
run for mayor instead of seeking
re-election to a second term on coun-
cil this fall. The councilwoman had
campaigned for Alameda County
Board of Supervisors at the begin-
ning of 2020, finishing in third place
in the March primary election and
narrowly missing out on a spot in the
two-candidate runoff Nov. 3 — an
election ultimately won by outgoing
Dublin Mayor David Haubert.

In the mayoral
election,  Goel
received 39.83%
of ballots cast
(10,839) in the
three-candidate
race. First-time
i candidate Regina
Michael Pangelinan  re-
McCorriston  ceived 10.01% of
the vote (2,724),
while 81 voters — 0.3% — opted for
write-in candidates.

Goel, whose time on the council
will end next month, did not re-
spond to request for comment as of
press time. He also ran for mayor
two years ago, from a safe seat on the
council, but lost to Haubert.

Among the nine candidates who
campaigned for two open seats on
the City Council, newcomer Hu took
the most votes for a total 12,321
(26.32%).

According to city officials, Hu has
received more votes than any can-
didate ever to run for Dublin City
Council.

“However, this year, we had the
highest voter registration in Dublin
ever, too (34,631),” officials said. “In
2018, a non-presidential year, we
had about 28,000 registered voters,
and Jean Josey received 9,181 votes.
It was a higher percentage of votes
cast (about 32%), but there were

fewer people running against her.”

The revelation was openly wel-
comed by Hu, who told the Weekly,
“On the Election Night, when we
found that I received the most votes
among the nine candidates, my team
and I were thrilled,” adding she was
“very grateful for the trust and sup-
port of the Dublin residents.”

‘I want to let residents know
that T will always listen to them
and be accessible to them,” said
Hu, an engineer by trade who was
running for city office for the first
time. “My future work priority will
be to ensure smart and sustainable
growth, provide public safety and
security, help local businesses, bring
high paying jobs and support high-
quality education.”

Hu also said she will “work with
the leaders, functional experts, and
community to find win-win solu-
tions for the problems.”

With 7,555 votes (16.14%), Mc-
Corriston pulled ahead of the other
seven candidates to win the second
seat on the council.

“The recent spike in COVID-19
cases will likely result in a more re-
strictive operating environment im-
posed by the county,” said McCor-
riston, a finance professional who also
serves as an alternate member on the
citys Human Services Commission.

“My immediate priority will be to

work with our local businesses and
other civic leaders in the Tri-Valley
to find safe, sustainable solutions to
preserve our local economy, while
also ensuring that sufficient services
and programs are made available
to residents during this difficult pe-
riod,” he added.

Also on the forefront of McCor-
riston’s priority list “is to effectively
address housing affordability in our
city.”

“We need to find strategic solu-
tions that do not exacerbate our traf-
fic problems or further tax our in-
frastructure,” McCorriston said. “As
Dublin will soon reach its buildout
capacity, it is imperative that devel-
opment efforts going forward create
long-term benefits to our commu-
nity, while considering the preser-
vation of open space and natural
resources.”

The other council race finishers
were Planning Commission alter-
nate Dawn Plants in third place
at 12.86%, followed by Sri Mup-
pidi at 12.45%, former planning
commissioner Samir Qureshi at
10.82%, Kashef Qaadri at 7.33%,
Human Services Commissioner
Shawn Costello at 5.4%, Razi Hasni
at 4.82%, and Lucrecia Deleon at
3.60%. Less than a quarter-percent
of voters chose to write in a different
candidate. m

COVID-19

Continued from Page 5

the closure of indoor dining and
other business restrictions after Gov.
Gavin Newsom’s announcement on
Monday, a subsequent statement
from the Alameda County Public
Health Department and comments
from PUSD Superintendent David
Haglund elaborated on the impacts
to local school districts that have not
yet reopened, like PUSD.

“Effective Nov. 18, no additional
schools may open for in-person in-
struction, and Alameda County is
not offering a waiver process for
elementary schools. Schools that are
not open are encouraged to utilize
the State’s school-based small cohort
guidance,” ACPHD said in its state-
ment late Monday afternoon. “Any
school that currently has students
attending classes in person may con-
tinue to do so.”

PUSD, which had been working
toward reopening elementary school
campuses for hybrid in-person learn-
ing for students in transitional kin-
dergarten through fifth grade on Jan.
4, is now faced with the strong likeli-
hood of that date being postponed
indefinitely, especially if Alameda
County’s COVID rates don't improve
— and improve quickly.

“The move out of the purple tier
may not come until we have achieved
data from a less restrictive tier for
several weeks. This will require us
to shift our current plans for Janu-
ary, pending future ACPHD guid-
ance,” Haglund said in a statement

to the PSUD community on Tuesday
afternoon.

“While this is disheartening, it
should serve as a vital call to action
for us to adhere to current health
guidance as the holiday season ap-
proaches. The ways in which we ad-
just activities and behaviors will pave
the way for a return to some kind of
normalcy,” Haglund added.

Haglund, likewise, encouraged
families and employees throughout
PUSD to follow local and state guide-
lines to help improve COVID-19 con-
ditions. He assured stakeholders that
district officials would keep on work-
ing toward the eventual reopening of
school campuses, while also prioritiz-
ing health and safety of students and
staff as well as expanding its small
cohort student support programs.

“As we have always done, the
team will closely monitor the local
health conditions and provide up-
dates regarding the future reopening
of schools,” the superintendent said,
adding;

“Please know that we care deeply
for the physical and mental well
being of each of our students and
employees. We understand that this
news will not be received well by
many, given that the related needs
are significant and the consequences
impactful. We are doing our very
best to navigate this health pandemic
with respect and thoughtfulness.”

For the latest information on Al-
ameda Countys COVID status, visit
covid-19.acgov.org,

Alameda County joins 40 other
counties statewide in sitting in the
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purple tier as of press time Wednes-
day, part of what Newsom described
as the state “pulling the emergency
brake” on its reopening plans, as
reported below by Bay City News
Service. Contra Costa County is also
in the purple, meaning the entire Tri-
Valley is in the most restrictive tier.

“Every age group, every demo-
graphic, racial, ethnic (group) in
every part of the state, we are seeing
case rates increase and positivity rates
increase as well,” Newsom said dur-
ing his Monday afternoon briefing on
the pandemic. “We are seeing com-
munity spread broadly.”

While the virus’ spread across
California is on the rise, Newsom
argued the state is far more equipped
to handle the surge than it was in
the early months of the pandemic,
when beleaguered states bid against
each other for necessary items like
ventilators, surgical gowns and other
personal protective equipment.

Newsom contended the state’s
preparation for the virus’ next surge
as well as progress in vaccine trials
from companies like Moderna and
Pfizer should be cause for some op-
timism in combating the virus in the
coming months.

“Bottom line is, we're moving from
amarathon to a sprint,” he said, add-
ing that there is a “proverbial light
at the end of this very long, dark
tunnel.”

Newsom and state Health and
Human Services Secretary Dr. Mark
Ghaly acknowledged that some lo-
cal-level officials have questioned the
efficacy of closing businesses in an

effort to stop the virus” spread when
private social gatherings have often
been the cause of rising case rates.

Ghaly suggested that activities like
sit-down dining at restaurants, par-
ticularly indoors, and working at
an indoor office building are just as
likely to result in the virus spreading
as attending a private gathering.

“Those are the ideal situations for
COVID to spread and the situations
we know we want to try to avoid,”
Ghaly said.

The governor also publicly apolo-
gized Monday for attending a birth-
day party at the French Laundry
earlier this month, saying that he
contradicted the guidance he’s given
discouraging social gatherings during
the coronavirus pandemic.

According to a report from the San
Francisco Chronicle, Newsom and
his wife, Jennifer Siebel Newsom,
attended the 50th birthday party for
Jason Kinney, a longtime political
adviser, on Nov. 6 at the Michelin
star restaurant in Yountville, located
in Napa County, which was in the
orange tier at the time.

The dinner included at least 12
people, according to the Chronicle
report, which Newsom said on Mon-
day was “a larger group than I had
anticipated.”

“Imade a bad mistake ... Instead of
sitting down, I should have stood up
and walked back to my car and drove
back to my house,” Newsom said. “I
need to preach and practice, not just
preach and not practice ... I've done
my best to do that. We're all human,
we all fall short sometimes.” m

COSTCO

Continued from Page 5

follow soon, effectively concludes
the lawsuit in Alameda County Su-
perior Court, although the petition-
ers would have up to 60 days to ap-
peal the decision to the state’s Court
of Appeal, according to Sodergren.

“While we are disappointed with
the preliminary ruling, we're still
awaiting a final judgment from the
court and will assess next steps
once we receive it,” Sullivan told
the Weekly on Monday afternoon.

Under consideration since 2014,
the JDEDZ is the local regula-
tory framework laying out how
redevelopment could occur for a
new Costco Wholesale store with
a gas station, two hotels and other
projects at prominent property just
south of the 1-680 and 1-580 inter-
change. The project was previously
paused by a ballot measure in 2016
and the prior PCRG lawsuit, in ad-
dition to this second lawsuit by the
citizen group.

The timeline of the proposed
Costco project and design review
application, as well as the already
approved plans from a hotel devel-
oper to build two hotels with 231
rooms in the JDEDZ area, remain
unclear.

“There is a 60-day appeal period
that has to expire before we can
move forward with anything of
significance related to the JDEDZ.
There is no additional comment
from the city,” city spokeswoman
Cindy Chin told the Weekly. m
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E-10 SCHOOL

Continued from Page 5

elementary school in the district.

Trustee Joan Laursen praised the
new alternative, saying she was
“really glad to see this additional
option.”

“Unfortunately, T think its time;
we need to actually look at bound-
ary adjustments,” Laursen said. “We
do already know we have near-term
growth at Stoneridge Mall because
those things have been approved
and are going to go forward.”

The new option also calls for set-
ting aside $35 million from future
Measure I1 bond sales and using
that money to build either a 10th
elementary school or a K-8 school
as part of a future East Pleasanton
project, with land provided by the
developer, district officials said.

One of PUSD5s landmark proj-
ects, the E-10 school would be
funded by the $270 million Mea-
sure 11 bond, whose project list
included a new elementary school.
The board-approved project called
for splitting the existing Donlon
property into separate campuses —
with the existing school reassigned
to transitional kindergarten through
third grade and a new 4-5 school
being built on the other end of the
site.

The board began reconsidering
plans for E-10 school last spring
and asked staff to take a closer look
at the project, prompted by enroll-
ment growth that hadn’t developed
as expected when the new campus
was first planned.

Assistant superintendent of busi-
ness services Ahmad Sheikholesla-
mi told the board that the new plan
“would take us for the next at least
four to five years, so we'd be in
good shapes in terms of capacity.”

“The monies we set aside for that,
with the land and the developer

fee, would then provide the district
enough funds to build either a
full K-5 or even potentially a K-8
school,” Sheikholeslami said.

Laursen later added, “It does
mean people are going to say you
spent money on the design of the
(E-10) school. That is true, but we
also planned for some of that, for
the money to be spent on the pro-
cess of planning for that school.”

One audience member who
phoned in to the board meeting said
the E-10 project was over-budget
and problematic, including a lack
of visitor parking in the area and no
plans for street improvements.

“It became an extremely tight
site with E-10 and Donlon sharing
a football sized field for their play-
ground,” Kendra Mayott said. “E-10
was not the best solution. It was
the best solution for the time, for
two years ago, and Pleasanton has
already changed, so please consider
these things as you look at these
options.”

Trustee Valerie Arkin asked if it
would be a viable option “to just
put it on hold for, say, a year or pos-
sibly two years.”

Sheikholeslami replied, “We did
look at that and the reason we
didn’t bring that forward, we felt
like the board’s desire was to pro-
ceed and build, and proceeding
at this moment forward would be
the best in terms of costs of the
project.”

Noting that construction costs
typically increase every year and
the current bid market is good,
“if we were to take advantage of
that, by the time these projects
came out of DSA, that would be
helpful,” Sheikholeslami added. “If
we delayed it, we could even see
construction costs that are higher,
especially in that two year time
frame. Especially if we didn’t sub-
mit it to DSA, that would even

further delay the project.”

Superintendent David Haglund
said, “I think thats really specific
to the growth near Stoneridge Mall,
because that won't get put on hold,
so we'll have a capacity issue that
we’'ll need to be ready to deal with.”

Arkin said putting E-10 on hold
made sense because “we've seen
a decline in enrollment right now

.. some of its got to be COVID-
related, in my mind. At some point,
enrollment could increase again.”

Option E “does recognize that we
need some capacity increases, espe-
cially at Lydiksen,” Sheikholeslami
said. “The other issue is the rebal-
ancing of the schools. We're imbal-
anced, so if Donlon was built and
all the kids in Donlon area attended
Donlon, you would now have a
Mohr, or an Alisal, or others re-
ally drawn down in enrollment. Its
kind of looking at that and trying to
solve some of the issues with trying
to modify the boundaries.”

Board President Steve Maher stat-
ed, “If we put it on hold, the costs
don’t go on hold; they keep escalat-
ing, unfortunately. So in two years
it could be another $15 million. It'll
keep going up and won't be going
down.”

District staff confirmed construc-
tion costs do rise year to year, nor-
mally 3% to 4% per year, but those
increases are harder to predict with
the current global economy and
COVID pandemic.

Hearing that, Maher said, “And
I'm not sure where we’d get that
money.”

Maher also asked whether the
additional money used to increase
Lydiksen enrollment or other sites
would be Measure 11 revenue.

Sheikholeslami confirmed that
“a portion may be” and said the
district is currently pulling from
developer fees and its “Fund 40.”

“We'd basically look at all our

funding and all the project scopes,
and bring back an updated imple-
mentation and budget plan which
would include Measure 11 dollars
and those two other funds ... but
would make sure of the Measure
11, that $35 million set aside from
future bond sales for that new el-
ementary school that we've dis-
cussed,” Sheikholeslami said.

What Arkin said she didn't like
about the new alternative option
“is that it looks like our existing
schools are just going to get a
lot bigger, which I've always been
against. The impact to the stu-
dents at the schools, not to even
talk about increased traffic around
neighborhoods.”

Instead, she suggested “maybe
look at the facility master plan again
and do another update. That would
be something to do in the near
future along with the demographer
update.”

With the city’s help, the district
could negotiate a school as part of
an East Pleasanton development
project, according to Arkin — who
is in one of her final PUSD meetings
after her election to the City Coun-
cil this month.

“I think the $35 million we have
in our bond really should be help-
ing the northwest area of our city,
where we're having the overflow
issues and where we’re having the
most impact with enrollment right
now,” Arkin said. “COVID has
changed a lot of things; increasing
capacity right now, it sounds like
we don't really have to do that right
now. That's why I thought putting it
on hold ... that made the most sense
to me.”

Arkin added, “If T had to say,
I would say continue as planned
and build E-10. I understand the
other alternatives ... I just think it5s
not going with what the voters ap-
proved here.”

Trustee Jamie Yee pointed out
that the board “promised the com-
munity an elementary school, but
it doesn't really work out now as
much because we dont have the
money to build it, to run it.”

“Thats the biggest problem with
going forward with E-10, and while
it does give us classrooms where we
need it, we also need classrooms at
Lydiksen,” said Yee, who will soon
be stepping off the school board after
losing her re-election bid this month.

Yee continued, “I don’t believe we
should build a school and put the
district in financial jeopardy, that
doesn’t really make sense to me”
before concluding “Option E prob-
ably hits most of the concerns that
we have ... while still thinking into
the future.”

Trustee Mark Miller said Arkin
made “a really good point around
the Facility Master Plan.”

“My recollection with the Fa-
cilities Master Plan is our No. 1
goal with elementary school stu-
dents was the neighborhood school
— that was the thing we were re-
ally looking for,” Miller said. “I feel
like Option E best addresses the
neighborhood school. With E-10,
youwd have people coming across
the freeway from Stoneridge Mall to
go there, and I don’t know if that’s a
great idea.”

Miller also agreed “it’s going to be
the cheapest option, and if we can
act quickly on that.”

However, based on his conversa-
tions with a city liaison, Miller said
“(a developer) might be able to give
us the land if they have the proper
density ... but other than developer
fees, they’re not going to pay for a
new school.”

PUSD staff will look further into
Option E and reverse its plans to
submit E-10 plans to the DSA for
consideration, per board direction
last week. m

HOLIDAY

Continued from Page 8

The states of California, Oregon
and Washington have all gone so far
as issuing travel advisories, strongly
recommending that visitors enter-
ing or leaving their states self-quar-
antine for at least 14-days.

Perhaps most importantly, if resi-
dents must travel they are advised
to plan ahead.

For car trips, residents should
not sit in a vehicle with people
outside of their household. It is also
recommended to avoid airplane
travel due to the potential spread of
the virus; however, viruses tend to
not spread easily on flights because
of how air circulates and is filtered
on airplanes, local health officials
said.

They also noted that for flights, it
is likely that residents will be sitting
within six feet of others for long
periods of time and airplanes may
be more crowded than usual for the
holidays.

“If  you

have COVID-19

symptoms, get tested and wait
for a negative test result before
you start your trip. Even if you
test negative for COVID-19, you
should not travel if you're feeling
ill as you may spread another in-
fection,” they added.

Some Tri-Valley residents have
already found creative solutions
for celebrating Thanksgiving, like
Pleasanton’s Sue King-Irwin whose
family is going to be bringing their
traditional celebration outside.

“Since we do not ‘socially bub-
ble’ together, this year we are
planning an outdoor meal ... at my
sister’s house in Santa Rosa. Her
adult kids gave her an outdoor
burner for winter social gather-
ings, so we should stay warm,”
King-Irwin said.

Planning to enjoy a slightly small-
er Thanksgiving gathering than
usual, King-Irwin will gather with
between four to six members of her
family — and while not all of them
belong to the same household, they
will be able to maintain social dis-
tancing by eating outdoors.

‘I am excited to see my sister
and my niece, but I'm also a little
nervous. If it rains outside, I'm not
sure what we are going to do. I'm
also sad because usually we have a
big potluck and everybody brings
something, but we’re not doing
that; we're doing take-out,” she
added. “And we won't be able to
hug, for me thats huge.”

Pleasanton resident Ruth Van Art
has likewise made plans to celebrate
Thanksgiving in a socially distanced
manner, and will be eating outdoors
at her sons home in Oakland.

“We think this arrangement will
satisfy both our desire to be to-
gether, and our need to be safe. In
case of much-needed rain, we have
tarps and poles to create a cover for
our outside tables,” Van Art told the
Weekly. “Maybe this idea will ap-
peal to others.”

To learn more about holiday and
travel safety tips and to receive up-
dates on the coronavirus pandem-
ic, residents can visit the Alameda
County Public Health Department
online at www.covid-19.acgov.org. m

LVJUSD

Continued from Page 6

“I am confident that the two of
them will be able to successfully
address the issues my campaign
presented, and that is what is most
important when it comes to who
is elected to the Livermore school
board,” Strout said after extending
congratulations to the winners.

“I'm so proud of Livermore,”
Hewing said. “Our community did
their research and chose the best
candidates for the board. Kristie
and Yanira are intelligent women
who will put our students’ best

interests at the forefront of all of
their decisions and policies.”

Hewing also said that she is
proud of the campaign that she
ran and she “would not change a
thing,” despite falling short of a
victory. Although Strout said that
he was disappointed about not
winning a board seat, he plans
to continue serving the commu-
nity through his nonprofit Unify
Livermore.

Rogge, who will be leaving the
board next month after losing his
bid for a fourth consecutive term,
declined the Weeklys request for
an interview this week. m
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%  Give now to help others in our community

Six core nonprofits to benefit from
this year’s contributions

BY JEREMY WALSH
oday marks the beginning of the
I 2020-21 Pleasanton Weekly Holiday
Fund, a fundraising campaign that
will provide vital financial assistance to six
core Tri-Valley nonprofit organizations amid
the COVID-19 pandemic this winter.

Again this year, the Weekly is partnering
with the Silicon Valley Community Founda-
tion, so all Holiday Fund donations will be
tax deductible — and eligible for corporate
matching — and so 100% of the funds will
go directly to the nonprofits with no adminis-
trative expenses.

Tri-Valley organizations benefiting from the
2020-21 Holiday Fund will be Axis Commu-
nity Health, CityServe of the Tri-Valley, Hope
Hospice, Open Heart Kitchen, Val-
ley Humane Society and ValleyCare
Charitable Foundation.

“We are asking our readers to
turn their thoughts toward those in
need, like we do each and every holiday
season. This year we have a special focus on
organizations that are providing key safety-net
services for the community during the coro-
navirus crisis,” said Gina Channell, publisher
of the Pleasanton Weekly and president of the
Embarcadero Media East Bay Division.

“This pandemic has left many residents
seeking assistance from local nonprofits, and
we hope our Holiday Fund will offer a fi-
nancial boost to these organizations at a time
when the need is paramount,” she added.

Channell said the Weekly team also ac-
knowledges that six Holiday Fund beneficia-
ries is fewer than in past years, explaining that
the economic and social realities of the pan-
demic played a significant role in this year’s
decision to direct funds to particular service

areas.

HOPE HOSPICE
Debbie Emerson hosts interactive webinars for
Hope Hospice.
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“Because we are entering a holiday season
like no other in our history, with new con-
cerns about how much will be donated and
the number of people experiencing food inse-
curity, homelessness and health concerns, we
had to make some tough calls this year when
selecting the nonprofits that will receive the
unrestricted grants,” she said. “We are hopeful
that the pandemic and its impacts are behind
us soon and we can return to a more robust
list of recipients.”

The 2020-21 Holiday Fund will run from
now until the second week of January. Dona-
tions will be directed to, and handled by, the
Silicon Valley Community Foundation, which
will also provide all administrative support
for the campaign and allow donors to ben-
efit from its 501(c)(3) nonprofit status for tax
purposes.

The Weekly will donate marketing services
and advertising space. As always, every dollar
donated will go to the designated groups —
with each beneficiary receiving an equal share
of the total amount raised.

Learn more about the six nonprofits below,
and please consider contributing this holiday
season.

Axis Community Health

The Tri-Valleys sole provider of medical
and mental health services for people and
families with a low income or uninsured,
Axis Community Health strives to promote
the well-being of all community members by
providing them with quality, affordable, acces-
sible and compassionate health care services.

Not surprisingly, the nonprofit has seen the
need for its services increase during the pan-
demic, according to CEO Sue Compton.

“Axis depends on community donations
from the Holiday Fund to support the medi-
cal care we provide for 15,000 low-income
residents,” Compton told the Weekly. “There
has never been a greater need for that support
than now, as Axis faces an unprecedented
health crisis. Our staff are working harder
than ever to help our most vulnerable
patients, the elderly and those with
chronic illnesses, stay healthy.”

Among its new programs during the
pandemic, Axis recently began offering free
COVID-19 testing in Livermore for its current
patients, all health care, frontline or essential
workers, and any uninsured resident or those
without a primary care provider — in coordi-
nation with the Alameda County Health Care
Services Agency and Asbury United Method-
ist Church.

Compton said Holiday Fund monies will
be used to buy bluetooth-enabled blood
pressure monitors for elderly patients with
hypertension.

“Data will automatically upload into our
electronic health records system, allowing
our medical team to monitor these highly

x
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Family nurse practitioner Priyanka Thapa (right) examines a patient at Axis Community

Health clinic.

vulnerable patients while they are safely at
home and catch any changes in health status
early on,” she added.

CityServe of the Tri-Valley

With a mantra of “Care. Coordinate. Con-
nect,” CityServe of the Tri-Valley focuses on
caring for people in crisis including expe-
riencing homelessness, coordinating re-
sources among the faith-based commu-
nity, nonprofits, businesses and public
agencies, and connecting volunteers
with nonprofits in the Tri-Valley that need
support.

Compassion is at the core of CityServe, es-
pecially now during the COVID-19 pandemic,
according to CEO Christine Beitsch-Bahmani.

“The impact of the Holiday Fund is that
it gives us the additional funding needed to
support families and individuals who have
lost their jobs, struggle to make ends meet
with their children at home and/or have faced
reduced work hours,” she told the Weekly.

“The Holiday Fund allows us to brighten
someone’s day when we can say, ‘Yes, we can
help you with that.” It brings hope during the
holiday for many people and we are grateful
to be a beneficiary of this amazing blessing.
Thank you to all who contribute,” Beitsch-
Bahmani said.

Hope Hospice

Working to support patients and their
loved ones with exceptional care, compassion
and dignity during end of life, Hope Hospice
and Health Services focuses on physical care
as well as emotional, spiritual and social needs
of patients as well as educational services for
patients and their families.

“The pandemic affected our community
and the world on so many levels,” CEO Jen-
nifer Hansen told the Weekly.

“Of course, the increasing number of
human lives lost to this virus is crushing,
and we grieve with all those families. But the

impact is seen in other societal layers as well,
such as drastic employment reductions and
even closed businesses as safety measures
enacted to slow the spread of COVID-19 have
touched commerce,” she said.

Hansen noted that pandemic and economic
downturn have impacted charitable giving as
well, with Hope Hospices donation intake
“down significantly” in 2020, in part hurt by
the cancellation of regular and special fun-
draising events — including the nonprofits
planned 40th anniversary celebration.

The Holiday Fund will help fill some of that
void.

“Money raised from these important events,
along with regular giving, supports our be-
reavement program, Family Caregiver Educa-
tion Series, and dementia-care education. The
Pleasanton Weeklys Holiday Fund helps keep
these services available to the community at
no cost,” Hansen said.

OHK

Liz Streng prepares healthy hot meals for Open
Heart Kitchen.



Donate online at siliconvalleycf.org/pleasantonweeklyholidayfund
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Stanford-ValleyCare team member administers COVID-19 test.

Open Heart Kitchen

With a simple yet imperative mission, Open
Heart Kitchen aims to serve prepared, nutri-
tious meals for free to those facing
food insecurity in the Tri-Valley, with
a particular focus on the underem-
ployed, low-income seniors and chil-
dren of families struggling to make
ends meet.

The need has become even more distinct
during the pandemic and economic down-
turn, and with it, the importance of height-
ened safety protocols for food handling and
distribution.

“The Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund do-
nations will help Open Heart Kitchen keep up
with the higher demand for food during this
COVID-19 pandemic,” said Denise Bridges,
development director for Open Heart Kitchen.

“This crisis is especially difficult for our
clients that are experiencing homelessness and
for our seniors that are fearful and isolated.
The donations will provide healthy, hot meals
to people that need it most,” Bridges added.
“We truly appreciate Pleasanton Weekly read-
ers for supporting us in the fight to end hun-
ger in our community.”

Valley Humane Society

Valley Humane Society staff and volun-
teers work to save and improve the lives
of Tri-Valley companion animals and their
human counterparts while prioritizing val-
ues such as compassion, companionship,
optimism, gratitude, collaboration and
integrity.

For more than 30 years, the non-
profit has supported the reciprocal re-
lationship between people and pets — a
bond that has become a critical component
to community members’ well-being during a
difficult 2020, according to Executive Director
Melanie Sadek.

“Having a pet to lean on is more impor-
tant than ever, with emotions and stress
running high due to health and financial
worries,” Sadek told the Weekly. “Keeping
pets at home and out of shelters is crucial to
the well-being of both the animals and their
families.”

Amid the pandemic, Sadek reports that Val-
ley Humane Society has seen “a huge increase
in pet adoptions” aided by the nonprofits

early development of a safe adoption protocol.

“Donations from the Pleasanton Weekly
Holiday Fund support the rescue, medical
treatment and care of dogs and cats, support
pets in their own home through the AniMeals
pet food pantry, promote the human-animal
bond, and more,” according to Sadek.

ValleyCare Charitable
Foundation

The nonprofit fundraising arm of Stanford
Health Care-ValleyCare, ValleyCare Charitable
Foundation dedicates its efforts to improv-
ing health and well-being in the Tri-Valley
through the ongoing funding of the local
hospital and its innovative medical programs.

And for the health care field, 2020 has been
a year unlike any other in recent memory,
according to Shaké Sulikyan, president and
executive director of the foundation.

“For almost 60 years, your local hospital
has cared for patients who turn to us in their
hours of greatest need and uncertainty. Our
doctors, nurses, physical therapists, social
workers, and other team members are our
first responders when a health crisis hits our
community,” Sulikyan said. “They are here
day and night to not only provide medical
care and treatment but to offer a hand to hold
or a listening ear, share an encouraging word
— taking care of patients like family.”

While COVID-19 is changing how we
interact, it hasnt stopped babies from
being born prematurely, it hasn’t stopped
local residents from having heart attacks
or strokes, it hasn’t stopped cancer from
upending a patient’s life. Although the pan-
demic has temporarily changed our way of
life, our hospital remains dedicated to serv-
ing our community, one patient at a
time, no matter what,” she added.

This year, Holiday Fund dona-
tions will help Stanford-Valley-

Care increase its capacity “to

continue to respond to the needs

of our community and healthcare provid-
ers during this period of reopening and in
the event of a resurgence,” Sulikyan said,
adding:

“On behalf of the hospital and VCCE I'd
like to thank all the donors for their continued
support and investment in the health of our
community through the Holiday Fund.” m
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Dr. Carol Campbell and operations coordinator Sarah Taylor examine Triscuit, one of a litter of
puppies with severe scabies.
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BY RYAN J. DEGAN

onprofit groups that tradi-
tionally provide large in-
person meals during the

holidays have been forced to find
creative ways to help feed families
in need during the coronavirus
pandemic.

While traditional communal meals
on Thanksgiving have largely been
canceled, according to many Tri-
Valley nonprofit organizers, food in-
security has only grown in light of
the COVID-19 crisis, so groups have
adapted by providing takeout ser-
vices and groceries for families who
may need a little extra support this
holiday season.

“(St. Raymond Catholic Church)

in particular has always had a food
pantry but this year it has really been
beefed up because of the demand,”
Janet Songie, co-chair of Community
Outreach Thanksgiving Dinner, told
the Weekly. “Folks can contact the
church and fill out some simple reg-
istration to receive food.”

Each year the Community Out-
reach Thanksgiving Dinner would
typically host a Thanksgiving Day
meal at St. Raymond3 in Dublin, but
like so many, the group was forced
to cancel its beloved tradition due to
the pandemic.

“Its  disappointing because so
many people are already homebound
but (canceling) is for everyone’s safe-
ty. We are giving it our all and hoping

INSTALLATION
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Holiday Opinit -
Nonprofit food providers adapt to
help supply holiday meals

Services focus on Thanksgiving groceries for families
to create their own dinners, memories

that by next year we are back to our
normal routines,” Songie said.

In response to the cancellation,
Songie’s group has focused its efforts
on promoting other nonprofit orga-
nizations throughout the region that
are providing food services.

Those groups include the Chil-
dren’s Emergency Food Bank, Valley
Bible Church in Pleasanton (this year
in conjunction with Valley Commu-
nity Church), St. Michael Catholic
Church in Livermore, Open Heart
Kitchen, Tri-Valley Haven and Culi-
nary Angles.

Songie added that her group
also donated to the aforementioned
groups the seed money usually spent
on St. Raymonds Thanksgiving
dinner.

One of those recipients, Valley
Bible Church, also traditionally holds
a meal event around Thanksgiving
for residents, which it has canceled
in 2020 due to the pandemic; how-
ever, church officials have adapted by
donating Thanksgiving food baskets
to residents.

“Were teaming up with Valley
Community Church, and they are
collecting the food and packing it
out for me,” said Kim Chew, direc-
tor of the food pantry at Valley Bible
Church. “1 think everybody is miss-
ing out on their community, but our
prayer is that the time that people are
spending with their immediate fam-
ily will be sweeter.”

Launched in 2008, the food pan-
try at Valley Bible Church tradition-
ally offers food baskets full of grocer-
ies for families to create their own
holiday memories, but this year has
seen a significant jump in the num-
ber of families picking up baskets.

Chew said that the usual 40 fami-
lies served has risen to more than
100 this year.

“This year the agencies that usu-
ally do Thanksgiving dinners are
not serving because of COVID. So
theres this huge demand where most
people are staying home when they
might normally go stay with relatives
or something like that,” Chow said.

Residents who want to be placed
on a waitlist for the Valley Bible
Church food pantrys Thanksgiving
food baskets can email foodpantry@
vbc.online.

Food pantries throughout the re-
gion have seen increased use, with
Tri-Valley Haven’ pantry for example
seeing more patrons — particularly
first-time visitors — since the pan-
demic began.

“Regularly we have our own Tri-
Valley Haven food pantry that is
open during weekdays, and the need
for that has definitely increased ever
since March and we serve about 50
families a day. It’s all outdoors so that

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Many residents have stepped up to donate groceries for food pantries, such as
the Boy Scouts Troop 947, who held its Scouting for Food drive on Nov. 14.

we can proceed with CDC guidelines
and maintain social distancing,” said
Samantha J. Valdez, communications
specialist at Tri-Valley Haven.

“There’s definitely people who
have arrived at the food pantry
thinking, ‘Oh, this is my first time;
what do I need to do?’ I would say a
lot of the increase we've seen is due
to people having a loss of income,”
added Christine Dillman, Tri-Valley
Haven’s director of development.

Located at the Mar Thoma
Church, (418 Junction Ave. in Liver-
more), the food pantry primarily
relies on donations from residents
and local grocery stores. It is open
Mondays through Wednesdays 1-5
p.m., Thursdays from 1-7 p.m., and
Fridays from noon to 4 p.m. Call Tri-
Valley Haven for more information at
449-1664.

“We're (also) partnering with
Open Heart Kitchen to take over the
food distribution program that had
begun at the Alameda County Fair-
grounds in Pleasanton, and so that’s
wonderful. From what I understand,
itis a driveup and they will just open
their trunks and load them with
food,” Dillman said.

Donations are particularly wel-
come now, according to Tri-Valley
Haven spokespeople, who've said
that the nonprofit industry is not
immune to the economic downturn
resulting from the pandemic.

“I think something thats different
during COVID is that we've had to
purchase food. Over the summer,
we had to spend about $15,000 on
a food order which we normally do
not do,” Dillman said.

“There has definitely been, be-
cause of the possibility of a second
lockdown coming in, very low dona-
tions from the stores,” Valdez added.
“We haven't had meat and milk and
eggs in weeks. Very little produce so
right now we've been pretty reliant
on the government dropoffs every
month.”

For Thanksgiving specifically, on
Sunday (Nov. 22) Tri-Valley Havens
annual Mony Nop Turkey Drop is
set to return, giving residents the op-
portunity to donate frozen turkeys,
gift cards or cash for families in need
throughout the region.

This year, to celebrate its fifth an-
nual Mony Nop Turkey Drop, the
Mony Nop Real Estate Team will
be donating $5 for every turkey
collected.

“Growing up in famine in a third
world country myself, I know how
it feels to go to bed hungry,” Realtor
Mony Nop said of the event. “T want-
ed to help so our team created the
Mony Nop Turkey Drop. This event
is a fun and simple way for members
of our community to give back to
those that are less fortunate during
the holidays. With the support of our
great communities, we hope that no
one will go to bed hungry during the
holidays.”

Tri-Valley Haven staff will be
found collecting donations from 10
am. to 1 p.m. Sunday in front of
Livermore’ City Hall Building, 1052
S. Livermore Ave.

While there are still plenty of op-
tions for food-insecure families to
receive groceries and meals to create
their own Thanksgiving memories,
some nonprofit workers are also con-
cerned about the lack of community
togetherness and potential isolation
many individuals will face without
in-person holiday meals.

“For our outreach to the homeless,
its important to talk about (feelings
of isolation or loneliness and ask)
how are you feeling? Are you con-
nected to your family? How do you
feel during the holidays? And just
trying to have conversations about
it,” said Christine Beitsch-Bahmani,
CEO of CityServe of the Tri-Valley.
“Were nervous because with the
pandemic and the holidays in gen-
eral, we see higher suicide, we see
higher depression and anxiety, and
then you add a pandemic and ill-
nesses on top of that.”

“If people feel like they are in need
of something during the holidays,
they can always reach out. We are
very customized, so if they come
and have a need, we can show them
different programs going on,” she
added.

Residents can learn more about
programs for food security and
emotional wellness by visiting city-
servecares.org or calling CityServe
at 222-CARE. m



Pleasanton's virtual
holiday celebration

Tree-lighting ceremony video debuts Dec. 5

BY JEREMY WALSH

The city of Pleasanton has un-
veiled the schedule for its weeklong
virtual holiday celebration early
next month that will culminate
with the Dec. 5 debut
of its tree-lighting cer-
emony video recently re-
corded downtown.

Forced to cancel the
traditional ~ Pleasanton
Hometown Holiday Pa-
rade due to the COVID-
19 pandemic and shelter
order, city officials piv-
oted to a series of special events
with social distancing in mind,
including a holiday sweater contest
on social media, a holiday lights
tour map of town, and of course,
the video produced with Tri-Valley
Community Television.

“The pre-recorded live broadcast
will feature holiday cheer and en-
tertainment from the award-win-
ning a cappella group, Business Ca-
sual, and the annual tree-lighting
countdown with the City Council
and special guest Santa Claus,” city
spokeswoman Cindy Chin said in a
statement Tuesday.

City officials announced last
month that it would be shifting
toward a socially distanced cel-
ebratory model in light of the pan-
demic, including canceling the in-
person parade down Main Street
for the second year in a row — they
pulled the plug on the 2019 event

due to inclement weather.

The newly confirmed five-day
celebration will begin on Dec. 1,
with the city encouraging people to
share their favorite holiday cookie
recipe (with a photo and
brief explanation) on so-
cial media, tagging the
city’s official accounts.

The next day, the city is
hosting a virtual holiday
sweater contest, calling
on residents to wear their
favorite holiday sweater
or attire and again share
with the city via social media on
Dec. 2. Library and Recreation De-
partment staff will decide a winner.

On Dec. 3, the city wants people
to share on social media about their
favorite holiday movie, and even
consider organizing a watch party
at home with the family or remotely
with friends or extended family.

Launching on Dec. 4 will be the
city’s “Holiday Lights List,” which
will provide residents with a cat-
alog of residential holiday light
displays to drive by through Dec.
27. In order to register to appear
on the list, people should sign up
via www.hometownholiday.com by
next Friday (Nov. 27).

The “Virtual Hometown Holi-
day Celebration and Tree Light-
ing” television special will pre-
miere on TV30 at 7 p.m. Dec. 5,
as well as online that evening at
www.tv30.org. B

CHRISTIAN STEINER

Pianist, fiddler join benefit gala

Renowned pianist Jon Nakamatsu (shown) and Celtic fiddler Natalie
McMaster will join the artist lineup for the “Best of the Bankhead” virtual
benefit for Livermore Valley Performing Arts Center at 6 p.m., this Satur-
day (Nov. 21). They join comedian Paula Poundstone, ukulele master Jake
Shimabukuro, smooth jazz legend Keiko Matsui and more. Nakamatsu,
winner of the Van Cliburn Competition, was the first to perform a full
concert on the Bankhead’s original grand piano in 2007 and helped with
the selection of the new Steinway grand piano installed last fall. Live and
silent auction items have also been added. Tickets for the catered evening
are no longer available but to purchase the “Pay What You Want” event-
access-only tickets for a suggested $25 minimum, go to livermorearts.org.
To purchase drawing tickets, call the box office at 373-6800.

@Z&w’w}
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One-of-a-kind gifts

‘Handmade for the Holidays’ art fair goes online

By DoLORES Fox CIARDELLI

Handmade and one-of-a-kind
gifts by nearly two dozen artists are
for sale at the new “Handmade for
the Holidays” online art fair, which
opened Nov. 13 and runs through
Dec. 24.

The event, hosted by Livermore
Valley Performing Arts Center, fea-
tures fine arts, ceramics, jewelry,
handmade greeting cards and block
print art as well as a variety of
fabric and textile products, such as
tie-dyed pieces and wearable art.

“These are quality items that
are not mass-produced,” visual arts
manager Anne Giancola said. “Plus
there’s a real sense of camaraderie
and community support when you
purchase something that was made
by another individual.”

Participating local artists include

HOPE

Hospice & Health Services

Grief Workshop

General Grief

Handling the Holidays

December 7, 2-3:30 p.m.

Spouse/Partner Loss
January 12-March 2
Tuesdays, 7-8:30 p.m.

January 12-March 2
Tuesdays, 7-8:30 p.m.

Register by calling (925) 829-8770

Barbara  Stanton,
Amy  Greenberg,
Karen Fleschler, Ju-
dith Kunzle, Karen
Barry, Lisa and Ron
Rigge and many
others. In addition,
there will be prod-
ucts on sale from
Prezzies, KathieStu-
dio, Paper Sweetly, r-
Isobel Green, and

Julia Minasian of
Seriously
Products.

Typically the Holiday Art Fair is
held inside the Bankhead Gallery,
where attendees would meet the
artists and choose gifts in person,
but due to COVID-19 restrictions,
the gallery has been only open on
a limited basis to view the current

Free Grief Support Services

For people who have experienced the death of a loved one, the winter
holiday season can be painful. Grieving a loss at this time may intensify
feelings of loneliness from isolation during the pandemic, or anxiety about
being asked how you are coping with the loss of your loved one.

Hope Hospice invites you to engage in our complimentary support groups,
even if your loved one was not on our hospice service. For your safety, we
are meeting online via Zoom.

Loss of a Child
February 3-March 24
Wednesdays, 6-8:30 p.m.

For Teens
February 3-March 24
Wednesdays, 4-5:30 p.m.

For Children
By individual appointment.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

Imbibed Jewelry by Julie Gordon.

exhibit.

To attend the virtual sale, go to
LivermoreArts.org. Links will con-
nect to each artist’s online store.

“You support the artist and know
your dollars will stay in the com-
munity,” Giancola said. m
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Seller feels at peace as young buyers settle in old family home

By DoLORES Fox CIARDELLI

Selling the old family home is
hard — especially when it is a stun-
ning Victorian on Second Street —
but it helps when the buyer is the
young family across the street.

“I'm very, very happy for them,”
said Cheryl Benson, who moved
into the house in 1985 with her
husband John and their young
daughters, Sydne and Jordon.

John, 73, died one year ago, and
Cheryl decided to move away from
the daily memories and downsize,
not an easy task. The historic two-
story home was filled with Benson’s
accumulations of a lifetime includ-
ing treasures from her mother’s
home in Wisconsin.

“I gotalot from my mom’ house,”
Benson said. “She had great taste.
John and I drove there, packed up a
van and drove cross country. When
he drove up the driveway he said,
You're on your own. Find a place
forit” And I did.”

The Second Street house, a Co-
lonial Revival with 12-foot ceilings
and many of its original features,
was built in 1893 for Pleasanton pi-
oneer Joseph Arendt on the corner

of Second Street and what is now
Arendt Way. It has 5,000 square feet
including the full basement and is
situated on two-and-a-half city lots
resplendent with towering palm
trees and lush foliage. The backyard
has a swimming pool and cabana.

Benson grew up in Wisconsin
and after high school traveled by
train for a two-week vacation with
an aunt and uncle in Fremont. She
ended up staying and attending San
Jose State College, getting an apart-
ment nearby She met John while
grocery shopping at Lucky.

“He was stocking milk, and he
looked at me with a twinkle in
his eye that he always had,” she
recalled. “May of 1967 was our first
date. We went to his roommate’s
graduation party.”

‘I turned 21 in September of
1968, then he gave me an engage-
ment ring,” she remembered.

After college, she was a flight
attendant for United Airlines, work-
ing out of Chicago for six months,
then transferring to San Francisco
International Airport. The couple
did a lot of traveling before they
came to Pleasanton in 1974 for

PAULA
POUNDSTONE

THE CHOIR
OF MAN

SHIMABUKURO
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Thank You fo Our Lead Event Sponsors
Fremont Bank, Priem Family Foundation, Jean King, Lynn & Joan Seppala
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KEIKO MATSUI
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John to manage the Hungry Hunter
restaurant on Hopyard, and Cheryl
worked as a cocktail waitress.

“Then it was cows,” Benson said
with a laugh. “We sat in the parking
lot — a slab of cement — and said,
‘Where the heck are we?”

They bought a home in the Valley
Trails neighborhood and had two
daughters, then moved to their first
home on Second Street when Sydne
and Jordon were 7 and 5, she said.
They loved the location and the
house.

Next door was an abandoned
old Victorian that the little girls
found kind of creepy. But it had
been brought up to code and had
a swimming pool, so when it went
on the market a few years later, the
Bensons checked it out, found it
beautiful and made the move.

The neighborhood was wonder-
ful for raising children as more
families moved in, Benson said.

“Second Street is wide and long,
and they can ride bikes,” she noted.

Benson worked at East Bay Flow-
er Co. in Danville for a long time,
then at Towne Center Books for 16
years.

“'m a book reader so that was
very convenient,” she said.

She also took years of dance
classes at the Veterans Memorial
Building, swam 50 laps a day and
played racquetball.

John Benson become an advertis-
ing photographer with a studio in
San Francisco, and they continued
to enjoy their home as the girls left
and had their own families.

“John and I did all the fun work
outside, planted flowers all the
time,” Cheryl Benson said. “We did
of lot of work inside and out and
had a ball.”

But then John became ill and
died Oct. 22, 2019.

“John and 1 lived there for 35
years in that house — I didn’t want
to be by myself with all the memo-
ries,” Cheryl Benson said. “And it
was too big.”

But she did not want to leave
downtown Pleasanton. After search-
ing with her daughters she settled
on an apartment on the other side
of Main Street nearer the library.

“Its quiet and there’s a little yard
on the side,” Benson said.

She never did put up a for-sale
sign on her old home and disliked
when people came to look at the
house and talked about changing
things.

Meanwhile the Matt and Tina
Gaidos family who had four chil-
dren were renting the house across
the street. They had become friends
and often visited to swim.

“Now they came across the street
and bought our house,” Benson

What’s happening around
the Valley in music, theater,
art, movies and more

3 T 1 ¢ -
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

The Benson family — (from left) Sydne, Cheryl, John and Jordon — on the
front porch with its plaque from the Pleasanton Heritage Association.

_

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Many of the original features have been preserved inside the historic home,
and it had some restoration and was brought up to code in the 1970s.

said. “The four kids were so excited.
They went upstairs and picked out
their rooms. They can still play on
the street with all their friends.”

Sydne and her children have
moved into the Gaidos familys
former Second Street rental while
her military husband is serving in
Korea, so Cheryl often takes the
short, pleasant walk through down-
town to visit her. Jordon and her
family live near the fairgrounds, so
they are all near one another.

As Benson mourns and copes
with the restraints due to the pan-
demic, she reflects on the blessings
in her life, living by her daughters
and their families.

“I have to go with the flow right
now, and think positive for myself,”
she said.

The house has been part of three
historic Pleasanton homes tours,

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
The 1893 Victorian on Second Street was a wonderful home for the
Benson family for 35 years. Now the Gaidos family has moved in.

Benson said. The Pleasanton
Weekly featured it in a Home &
Garden special section in 2003
and noted its two porches, one
near the front door and the other
by the kitchen.

“The front porch is for morning
coffee,” Benson was quoted as say-
ing, “and the side porch is for my
afternoon reading.”

More recently she liked to sit on
the side porch and listen to music.

“That became my perch,” she
said. “People would come and talk.”

The buyers have invited her to
use the porch any time.

“Matt and Tina said, “‘Your perch
is there for you,” Benson said. “I
walk, and then I go in the side
gate on Arendt and up the steps.”

“I'm very blessed to have lived
in Pleasanton all this time,” she
added. m
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The Pleasanton Police Department made
the following information available.

Nov. 13

Warrant arrest

m1:38 p.m. on the 600 block of
Junipero Street

Assault/battery

m6:01 p.m. on the 5300 block of
Hopyard Road

Theft

m6:34 p.m., 1400 block of Stoneridge
Mall Road; shoplifting

m6:52 p.m., 1300 block of Brookline
Loop; auto theft

Drug violation

m9:30 p.m. on the 6000 block of
Johnson Drive

Burglary

m10:12 p.m. on the 3700 block of
Marlboro Way

Domestic battery
m10:12 p.m. on Vintage Circle

Nov. 12
Theft

m9:53 a.m., 7000 block of Johnson
Drive; theft from auto

m10:59 a.m. on the 4500 block of
Pleasanton Avenue

m11:13 a.m., 7100 block of Johnson
Drive; theft from auto

m3:38 p.m., 1000 block of Stoneridge
Mall Road; shoplifting

m7:38 p.m. on the 2400 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road

Weapons violation

m1:36 p.m. on the 11900 block of
Dublin Canyon Road

Nov. 11

Vandalism

m12:04 a.m. on the 5000 block of
Owens Drive

m2:58 a.m. at Pimlico Drive and Thistle
Way

m10:25 p.m. on the 500 block of
Springhouse Drive

Burglary

m2:58 a.m. at Pimlico Drive and Thistle
Way

Pulse

Warrant arrest

m1:01 p.m. on the 6000 block of Corte
Encinas

Drug violation

m1:03 p.m. on the 1600 block of Paseo
Laguna Seco

Theft

m2:51 p.m. on the 7600 block of
Stoneridge Drive

m6:48 p.m., 1400 block of Stoneridge
Mall Road; shoplifting

Robbery

m11:40 p.m. on the 5100 block of
Hopyard Road

Nov. 10
Auto theft

m2:07 p.m. on the 5000 block of
Owens Drive

Fraud

m2:44 p.m. on the 5600 block of
Owens Drive

Nov. 9
Robbery

m3:02 a.m. on the 5200 block of
Hopyard Road

Burglary

m8:59 a.m. on the 4200 block of
Vervais Avenue

Theft

m1:22 p.m. on the 5900 block of Kolb
Ranch Drive

m3:33 p.m. on the 3700 block of Old
Santa Rita Road

m8:35 p.m., 000 block of Stoneridge
Mall Road; shoplifting

Nov. 8
DUI

m4:23 a.m. on the 5500 block of
Johnson Drive

Fire

W 5:24 a.m. on the 5600 block of West
Las Positas Boulevard

Shoplifting

m2:23 a.m. on the 1700 block of Santa
Rita Road

m3:23 a.m. on the 2800 block of
Hopyard Road

Employment

Translator - Software

Workday, Inc., Pleasanton,
CA. Liaise with company-
wide developers,

product mgrs, and
quality assurance teams
to determine needs,
requirements, projects,
and deliverables for
product translations. To
apply, please mail resume
to ATTN: Jessica Thurston,
6110 Stoneridge Mall Rd,
Pleasanton, CA 94588.
Please refer to Job
#20637.96.

@xpress.

Today’s news,
sports &
hot picks

Fresh news
delivered to your
inbox daily

Sign up today at
PleasantonWeekly.com/
express

The Pleasanton Weekly offers advertising for Employment,
as well as Home and Business Services.

To learn more about these advertising options, please call
650.223.6597 or email digitalads@paweekly.com.

Roderick (Rod) O’Brien

February 23, 1945 - October 2, 2020

Rod passed away peacefully with family by his side in Pleasanton,
California on October 2, 2020. Born in Chicago, Illinois on
February 23, 1945, he would later graduate with a Bachelors’
degree in Psychology from Loyola University. He married his high
school sweetheart, Diane Souder, in 1964. They raised three boys
in Chicago and Clinton, NJ. After college, Rod worked at Illinois
Bell and AT&T - before retiring to Fallbrook, California in 2000.

He is preceded in death by his wife, Diane O’Brien and son,
Sean O’Brien. He is survived by his other children, Liam O’Brien
and Roderick O’Brien, and grandson, Griftin O’Brien. For more
information and posting memories, please go to:

https://www.facebook.com/obrien.sr
PAID OBITUARY

Lila Dorothea McAlhany

December 19, 1927 - November 11, 2020

Lila Dorothea McAlhany, a 51-year resident of Pleasanton,
passed away on Wednesday, November 11th, after a six-month
battle with cancer. She was 92 years old.

Lila was born December 19, 1927, in Watsonville, and was the
only child of Howard and Agnes (Hansen) Meade. She grew up in
Santa Clara and Los Gatos and graduated from Los Gatos High
School in 1945. Desiring to be a nurse, she applied for and was
accepted to the US Cadet Nurse Corps which provided tuition,
room and board for her to attend the Nursing program at Santa
Clara County Hospital which was operated in conjunction with
San Jose State University. After graduation in 1948 she worked
for several years in San Francisco as a Registered Nurse before
joining the Air Force, where she obtained the rank of Captain
and spent two years in Alabama and then two years in Germany
where she met her husband, James C. McAlhany. They were
married in 1961 in Switzerland and returned home to California
in 1964. Lila worked at several hospitals and clinics in San
Leandro, Oakland, Danville and Pleasanton, working for 17 years
at Kaiser Permanente’s Pleasanton facility before retiring in 2007.

Lila enjoyed being an active member of the Jose Maria Amador
Chapter of the National Society Daughters of the American
Revolution and American Legion Post 237. She was also a member
of Alameda Oak Leaf Chapter #8 of Eastern Star for 66 years. She
enjoyed spending time with a large circle of friends and in the
earlier years of her retirement enjoyed traveling.

Lila will be deeply missed by her family and friends. She
is survived by a son, Craig McAlhany and a daughter, Karen
McAlhany, both of Pleasanton. She was preceded in death by her
husband James, in 1994.

The family would like to thank the remarkable healthcare
professionals at Kaiser’s Cancer Center in Dublin. They are all
truly dedicated and compassionate people.

Friends and family are invited to a visitation on Friday,
November 20th, from 10 am - 2 pm at Graham-Hitch Mortuary
in Pleasanton. At her request no service will be held. Burial will be
at a future date at Golden Gate National Cemetery in San Bruno.
In lieu of flowers she had requested that donations be made to a
charity of your choice.

PAID OBITUARY
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Theater

BECOMING ELEANOR ROOSEVELT New
Deal Theater presents “Becoming
Eleanor Roosevelt,” portrayed by
three actors at different stages of
her life. The premiere takes place

live with a Q&A afterword with the
actors and directors. Nov. 19-Dec.
19. Visit newdealtheater.org.

Concert

BEsST OF THE BANKHEAD 2020 The
“Best of the Bankhead” virtual

benefit event will celebrate the

arts and acknowledge all the live
entertainment missed as a result

of the pandemic. The event will be
hosted by LVPAC Executive Director
Chris Carter and emceed by Freddy
Silveria appearing live from the
Bankhead stage to feature cameo
video performances by some of

the most popular artists who have
appeared at the Bankhead since it
opened in 2007. Tickets for the event
include dinner and wine delivered to
attendees’ homes prior to the event.
6 p.m., Nov. 21. Visit lvpac.org.

NOTICE OF 30-DAY PERIOD FOR FINAL EA COMMENTS

The Department of the Army has prepared an environmental
assessment (EA) to analyze the impacts that could result from
implementing the Real Property Master Plan Update at the Parks
Reserve Forces Training Area in Dublin, California.

The EA and draft Finding of No Significant Impact (FNSI) are available
on the internet at www.jacobs.com/EA1. Due to Coronavirus
restrictions, hard copies of the documents will not be available
in public libraries. Printed copies of the EA and FNSI can be sent
through mail as hard copies or printable CDs upon request. Point of
Contact, Mr. Robert Pike, can receive requests for mailed materials.

Written comments submitted by December 19 will be considered
prior to the Army concluding this National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) process. Written comments should be directed to: Robert Pike,
NEPA Coordinator, Directorate of Public Works Environmental Division,
Building 233 California Avenue, Fort Hunter Liggett, CA, 93928 or by
email at: usarmy.hunterliggett.imcom-central.mbx.nepa@mail.mil

995 Fictitious Name
Statement

Achievers Home Loans

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 574002

The following person doing business

as: Achievers Home Loans, 3171 E. Ruby
Hill Drive, Pleasanton, CA 94566, County
of Alameda, is hereby registered by the
following owner: Jasbir S. Gujral, 3171 E.
Ruby Hill Drive, Pleasanton, CA 94566.
This business is conducted by Jasbir S.
Gujral, an Individual. Registrant began
transacting business under the fictitious
business name listed herein May 18, 2004.
Signature of Registrant: Jasbir Gujral,
Broker. This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on October 23,
2020. (Pleasanton Weekly, November 6,
13, 20, 27, 2020.)

Achievers Realty

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 574005

The following person doing business

as: Achievers Realty, 3171 E. Ruby Hill
Drive, Pleasanton, CA 94566, County of
Alameda, is hereby registered by the
following owner: Jasbir Gujral, 3171 E.
Ruby Hill Drive, Pleasanton, CA 94566.
This business is conducted by Jasbir
Guijral an Individual. Registrant has not
yet begun to transact business under the
fictitious business name listed herein.
Signature of Registrant: Jasbir Gujral,
Broker. This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on October 23,
2020. (Pleasanton Weekly, November 6,
13, 20, 27,2020,

Help U Sell Achievers

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 574004

The following person doing business

as: Help U Sell Achievers, 3171 E. Ruby
Hill Drive, Pleasanton, CA 94566, County
of Alameda, is hereby registered by the
following owner: Meena Gujral, 3171 E.
Ruby Hill Drive, Pleasanton, CA 94566.

Public Notices

Call (925) 600-0840 for assistance with your legal advertising needs.

This business is conducted by Meena
Guijral, an Individual. Registrant has not
yet begun to transact business under the
fictitious business name listed herein.
Signature of Registrant: Meena Guijral,
Broker. This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on October 23,
2020. (Pleasanton Weekly, November 6,
13,20, 27).

Aje’s Japanese Steak House

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 574026

The following person doing business as:
Aje’s Japanese Steak House, 6770 Santa
Rita Road, Pleasanton, CA 94588, County
of Alameda, is hereby registered by

the following owner: Nomad MGL Inc.,
2588 Lake Tahoe Blvd,, S. Lake Tahoe,

CA, 96150, California. This business

is conducted by Nomad MGL Inc., a
Corporation. Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the fictitious
business name listed herein. Signature

of Registrant: Tuya Altangerel, President.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on October 26, 2020.
(Pleasanton Weekly, November 13, 20, 27,
Dec. 4, 2020.)

Briner & Associates Investigations
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 574191

The following person doing business

as: Briner & Associates Investigations,
3263 Vineyard Avenue #48, Pleasanton,
CA 94566, County of Alameda, is hereby
registered by the following owner: Robert
Allen Briner, 3263 Vineyard Avenue #48,
Pleasanton, CA 94566. This business is
conducted by Robert Allen Briner, an
Individual. Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the fictitious
business name listed herein. Signature

of Registrant: Robert Allen Briner,
Qualified Manager-Private Investigator.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on October 30, 2020.
(Pleasanton Weekly, November 13, 20, 27,
Dec. 4, 2020,
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Family

DINOSAUR ADVENTURE Bring

the entire family to a Dinosaur
Adventure Drive-Thru and take

a prehistoric tour featuring 80
life-sized dinosaurs. See a 40 foot
T-Rex, 30-foot Brachiosaurus,
Triceratops, Velociraptors and
more all from the comfort and
safety of your vehicle. Nov. 12-29.
Visit alamedacountyfair.com.

2020 TRI-VALLEY TURKEY BURN The
2020 Tri-Valley Turkey Burn is going
virtual to enable area residents of

all ages to enjoy a healthy and safe
Thanksgiving Day holiday. Now in its
sixth year, the family fun run, walk
or stroll, sponsored by Pleasanton
North Rotary (PNR), will feature new
twists to assure participant safety

in the midst of the Covid-19. Nov.
26-29. Visit trivalleyturkeyburn.org.

Festivals &
Fairs

HANDMADE FOR THE HOLIDAYS
Nearly two dozen artists from
throughout the Tri-Valley will offer
handmade and one-of-a-kind

gifts at the new “Handmade for

the Holidays” Online Art Fair this
season. Hosted by Livermore Valley
Performing Arts Center, the new
event will feature a wide range of art
works including fine art, ceramics,
jewelry, handmade greeting cards
and block print art. A variety of
fabric and textile products such as
tie-dyed pieces and wearable art will
also be featured. Nov. 13-Dec. 24.
Visit livermorearts.org/online-gallery.

Lectures

FiLm PREMIER: THE RETURN OF THE
PINE CANYON PEREGRINES Once
extinct in the Bay Area, Pelegrines,
the masters of the sky, have made a
dramatic comeback with help from
a remarkable team of bold biologists
and determined volunteers. Join

to see this uplifting story spanning
more than 100 years of the falcon’s
rise and fall. Film premier 4 p.m.,
Nov. 20. Visit savemountdiablo.org.

FREE ONLINE SCREENING OF LIKE
Axis Community Health presents

a free screening of “LIKE,” a
documentary about the impact

of social media on our lives.
Registration is free and is required

in order to receive the screening link.
Visit http://bit.ly/32vU5cr. Dec. 9.

Hore HospiCE PRESENTS FREE
GRIEF WORKSHOP Hope Hospice
annually offers a special Handling
the Holidays workshop to teach
healthy coping strategies to help the
bereaved during this difficult time.
Space is limited and currently held
virtually. 7:30 p.m., Dec. 7. Contact
829-8770.

PAVING THE WAY: A VIRTUAL
CONVERSATION, FOUR WOMEN, FOUR
JOURNEYs Our special guests include
a former white house advisor, an
innovator with 69 patients, an
award-winning educator and a
STEM and drug safety advocate. 4
p.m., Dec. 1. Visit quest-science.org.

PET OF THE WEEK

Those Smoky eyes

Smoky is a purrfect mix of playful
kitten and lap cat. His playful
antics with a stuffed mouse will
give you hours of entertainment
and afterwards, he’ll be looking for
you to provide a warm spot for his
nap. While Valley Humane Society

remains closed during shelter-
in-place, they are coordinating
adoptions by appointment with
approved adopters. Ifyou are

interested in adopting Smoky, email

info@valleyhumane.org.

VALLEY HUMANE SOCIETY/E. SCHOLZ

Fundraisers

END OF HARVEST BENEFIT This
special event will be held on

the grounds of The Lineage
Collection, home to The Steven
Kent Winery and will feature a
delicious dinner prepared by Chef
Francis X. Hogan from Sabio on
Main in Pleasanton, preceded by
oyster appetizers from Bodega
Bay Oyster Company. Tables of
four to six persons will be located
on site as participants enjoy the
live music of the Lavender Fields
Band. Ticket sale proceeds will
benefit The National Brain Tumor
Society and Culinary Angels. Nov.
21, 1-4 p.m., 5443 Tesla Road,
Livermore. Contact Nancy@
TheLineageCollection.com.

FAMILY PHOTO DAY BENEFITING
GOODNESS VILLAGE $50.00 session
fee is a donation to Goodness
Village, a concept encompassing
not just housing, but community
building and meaningful
employment. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
Nov. 28. Visit ninapomeroy.com/
fpd-cv.

TRI-VALLEY HAVEN’S HOLIDAY
PROGRAM Tri-Valley Haven has
transformed it’s program to safely
provide holiday items and food
to the thousands of residents

in economic need by providing
pre-bagged food and gift cards
while practicing social distancing
and CDC guidelines. Nov. 23 is
designated for a turkey pickup
and Dec. 12 for holiday gift
giving. For more information, visit
trivalleyhaven.org.

NATIONAL CHARITY LEAGUE

- PLEASANTON CHAPTER The
Pleasanton Chapter of the National
Charity League, Inc. has started

its annual membership drive.
Membership is open to women
with daughters currently in the sixth
grade who reside in Pleasanton.
Applications for membership

are only accepted during the
annual membership drive from
now through Jan. 15. Contact
nationalcharityleague.org.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
Operation Christmas Child
volunteers are preparing to collect
shoebox gifts during National
Collection Week, Nov. 16-23.
Operation Christmas Child has
been collecting and delivering
shoebox gifts filled with school

supplies, hygiene items and fun
toys to children worldwide for more
than two decades. To participate
visit samaritanspurse.org.

Trivia

FesTIVE TRIVIA NIGHT Join for a
fun night of festive Shakespeare
and general knowledge trivia.
Sign up as an individual or
team. Approximately 90 minutes
of brain bending fun and

engagement. 6 p.m., Dec. 3. Visit
livermoreshakes.org.

Qutdoors

WILDCATS TALK AND HIKEPARK
Curious about the cats that live in
and around Sycamore Grove Park?
Join Ranger Seth and learn all
about their history and habitats.
Reservations required. 12 p.m.,
Nov. 21. Visit larpd.org.

EVENING WALK AT SYCAMORE
GROVE PARK Join Ranger Danny
for an easy stroll after the park
closes to find nocturnal critters.
RSVP by calling 960-2400.

5:30 p.m., Nov. 28. Sycamore
Grove Park, 1051 Wetmore Rd.,
Livermore.

Blood Drive

THE RED CROSS BLOOD DONATION
SITES As the pandemic wears

on, blood, platelet and plasma
donors are as essential as ever.
Make an appointment to give
blood, platelets or plasma with
the Red Cross by downloading
the Red Cross Blood Donor App,
visiting RedCrossBlood.org,
1-800-733-2767 or enabling the
Blood Donor Skill on any Alexa
Echo device. Nov. 16-30.

Government

LiveRMORE CiTy CounciL The
Livermore City Council meets
the second and fourth Monday
of the month, currently held
virtually. 7 p.m., Nov. 23. Visit
cityoflivermore.net.

DuBLIN PLANNING COMMISSION
The Dublin Planning Commission
meets the second and fourth
Tuesday of the month. The next
meeting is scheduled for 7 p.m.,
Nov. 24. Visit dublin.ca.gov.



Real Estate

OPEN HOME GUIDE AND REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

It’s the most wonderful time of the year ... to buy and sell

Despite reputation, November and December actually provide positive opportunities for real estate transactions

BY GINA CHANNELL

People tend to wait until spring to put their
house on the market or start house-hunting,
having heard November and December are
lousy months to buy or sell a house.

But the many benefits to buying or selling
during the holiday months actually make it a
perfect time.

“The fourth quarter can be a successful time
for both buyers and sellers in the residential
markets. Q4 sellers are serious and motivated.
This together with less competition can pro-
vide a prospective buyer with an edge,” said
Will Doerlich, broker/owner at Realty ONE
Group Today in Pleasanton and a past presi-
dent of Bay East Association of Realtors.

This year, there are several points that
might prompt buyers and sellers to move for-
ward during the last two months of 2020.

With lower interest rates, prospective buy-
ers who have sidelined themselves might
consider becoming active again.

And more buyers means there is also an op-
portunity for sellers.

Sellers might think people are less likely
to see their home in the midst of their hectic
holiday schedules. That can definitely be true,
but most people have more time off around
the holidays.

And if a buyer is house-hunting instead
of curled up under a blanket in front of a
fire, they are serious. Many winter buyers are
working against a deadline, whether its an
expiring lease, relocation or a contract on their
current home.

The holiday seller is also likely to be serious
and motivated. So what a buyer might lack in
choice of available homes could be balanced

SALES AT A GLANCE

Pleasanton (sept. 8-10)
Total sales reported: 9

Lowest sale reported: $800,000
Highest sale reported: $3,368,500
Average sales reported: $1,059,000

Livermore (Sept. 8-10)
Total sales reported: 17

Lowest sale reported: $490,000
Highest sale reported: $2,000,000
Average sales reported: $820,000

out by dealing with a more flexible seller.

Most sellers have a compelling reason for
putting their house on the market during the
holidays. They might be facing a relocation
and want to get their kids settled before the
new school term. Or they might just be feeling
some stress if they listed their home in the fall
and it still languishing post-Halloween, mak-
ing them just a little more anxious and eager
to deal.

Many sellers might also want a contract
in hand for tax advantages. If its a rental
property on which they incurred a loss, they
are likely to want to take the deduction this
calendar year.

Tax advantages go both ways. Home owner-
ship brings numerous tax perks, from deduct-
ing mortgage interest to property taxes. Keep
in mind, though, that changes to the tax law
capped the property tax deduction at $10,000
and deduction of interest on mortgages up to
$500,000, down $1 million.

Dublin (sept. 8-10)
Total sales reported: 10

Lowest sale reported: $532,000
Highest sale reported: $1,753,000
Average sales reported: $906,250

San Ramon (Oct. 5-9)
Total sales reported: 29
Lowest sale reported: $415,000
Highest sale reported: $2,650,000
Average sales reported: $1,135,000
Source: California REsource

HOME SALES

This week’s data represents homes sold during
Sept. 8-10 for Pleasanton and Livermore (partial
list).

Pleasanton

6024 Corte Montanas T. Hwin to V. & S. Patil
for $1,125,000

4332 Fairlands Drive B. Pitcaithley to S. & A.
Terentyev for $840,000

2530 Glen Isle Avenue Thompson Family Trust
to Q. & O. Shi for $1,059,000

6308 Inspiration Terrace Bap Properties LLC to
Fire Of God Ministries Inc for $3,368,500

4190 Rennellwood Way Becker Living Trust to J.
&Y. Ko for $941,000

1821 Rheem Court T. Feng to S. & W. Wu for
$1,188,000

3788 Rocky Mountain Court H. Huang to Avery
Property Management LLC for $800,000

6884 Singletree Court |. Mangold to T. & M.
Kulkarni for $1,000,000

248 Tomas Way Swoboda Living Trust to
Rosenhan Trust for $1,245,000 for $1,178,000

Livermore
1149 Butte Court K. Porter to Chao Trust for
$820,000

558 Cedar Drive Nunes Living Trust to M. & M.
Rice for $880,000

2289 Chateau Way Bird Living Trust to Tucker
Family Trust for $1,181,000

3174 Danielle Court Thomas Survivors Trust to
Nash Trust for $2,000,000

5726 Edelweiss Way Bauer Living Trust to S. & B.
Purushothaman for $1,160,000

2768 Elston Street Labarbera Family Trust to J. &
K. Tan for $1,350,000

1435 Fox Creek Court A. Croos to A. & M.
Sharma for $900,000

164 Heligan Lane #17 C. Hooshangi to E. Yup
for $629,000

Source: California REsource

GETTY IMAGES

Private mortgage interest (PMI) and closing
fees might also be deductible. Always double-
check with a tax expert or accountant about
any tax questions.

Another advantage to buying during winter
months is that you might get a more realistic
view of the house and can check for issues
that youd notice only during colder, wet
weather — like a door that swells shut or
a leak. These are less likely to catch during
warmer, drier months.

Of course, don't forget that issues that crop
up more during summer will be less acces-
sible — such as how well the air conditioning
works. Make sure that the home inspector

does a thorough job on those fronts, too.

Speaking of home inspectors, since No-
vember and December are generally slower
months, you will likely have easier access
to professionals like inspectors, movers, real
estate agents and mortgage brokers. They are
less busy during the holiday season because,
again, there are just not as many home sales
happening.

In addition, motivated real estate agents
and lenders might share your desire to get
it done and in the books before Jan. 1 rolls
around.

As the song says, its the most wonderful
time of the year, and the emotional aspect of
the holidays can help sellers. Holiday buyers
are going to be caught up in the “hearth and
home” season.

Buyers thinking of family and holiday
gatherings can be the emotional nudge to
motivate a purchase, or even the purchase
of a larger home than they might otherwise
have, with an eye toward family, friends and
the future.

Sellers should remember to present their
home with this in mind. Keep decorations
simple and small so the room gets the at-
tention. Set the mood by lighting a fire and
having a smell of sweets and cider wafting
through the halls, and even offer treats to the
holiday house-hunting guests. m
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Getthe Home of your Dreams for the Holidays

2813 Barouni Court, Livermore
5BD, 5.5 BA, 4,400 SF on .45 Acre
Pool & Spa, Firepit, Outdoor Kitchen. Gym/Studio w/Bath above detached garage.
$350k+ in stunning updates. Backs to vineyards. Offered at $2,483,000

ni Way, Ruby Hill
5BD, 5.5BA, 5,278 SF on .49 Acre
Sprawling estate with 2 Bedrooms on Main Level, Executive Office,
Bonus Room & Mud Room. Offered at $2,800,000

. Susan Schall

FARULOUS FROPERTIES

GLOBAL REAL ESTATE ADVISOR

925.519.8226 | susan@fabprop.net
FabulousProperties.net cabre#01713497
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COMING SOON!
7253 Valley View Ct.
Pleasanton
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Thinking of selling?

It’s a great time to start getting your home prepared for the market

Call Cindy Today for a Free Home Sales Consultation

925-963-1984

cindygeesold@gmail.com
cindy.gee@bhgtrivalley.com

1925-963-1984
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153 EN TANTED WAY, SAN RAMON

Peaceful Townhome Located in Desirable Canyon Park Neighborhood! Light, Open
Floorplan with 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, Approx. 1788 Sq.Ft., Attached 2 Car Garage. 2
Spacious Bedrooms on the Upper Level plus Hall Bath, Master Suite on the 2nd Level &
the Living Room, Dining Area, Kitchen, Laundry Room & 1/2 Bath are on the 1st Floor.
The Kitchen/Family Room Combination Leads you Outside to a Nice Sized Backyard
that Provides a Wonderful Secluded Outdoor Space to Relax or Entertain. A.C. Recently
Replaced with a High End Unit! Canyon Park is Located in the Heart of San Ramon Close to
Schools, Parks, Shopping, Restaurants, Hiking/Biking Trails & Public Transportation. Easy
Commuter access to 580, 680 or Crow Canyon Road.

OFFERED AT:

$899,888

BrRIAN ALLEN WRIGHT
925-580-4524

DRE #00887067
LOCAL REALTOR SINCE 1985
LOCAL RESIDENT SINCE 1967

Click on the links below for photos & more information:

https://my.matterport.com/show/?m=FL29Ecg13tN&mls=1
https://blueskypixs.hd.pics/153-Enchanted-Way
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Liz@VenemaHomes.com

VenemaHomes.com |

HELLERW ILLIAMS

%nmw KWTRIVALLEY | v vy

Venema Homes Team

KELLERY INTERNATIONAL |

660 Main Street, Pleasanton | DRE# 01922957

Best Panoramic Views in Pleasanton
9472 Blessing Drive, The Preserve | 7BR,5.5BA | 4829+/-Sq. Ft.

Situated on a premium 1.27+/- acre hill-top lot with unmatched 270 degree views of the valley and rolling hills, this spectacular estate
home features a highly desirable floorplan with newly remodeled interior loaded with custom features and high end finishes throughout.
Highlights include Gourmet Kitchen and Great Room, main level Executive Office or Bedroom, luxurious Primary Bedroom Suite with
oversized custom balcony, and Detached Guest House/In Law Unit. Highly upgraded Entertainer’s Backyard features Cabana with Bar
and Outdoor Fireplace, Infinity Pool and Spa, Sport’s Court, and so much more. Call For Pricing.
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A Team That Speaks
Your Language

usfineliving.com

Uwe Maercz
Broker Associate
925.360.8758

uwe.maercz@compass.com

DRE 01390383
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1151 Central Avenue, Livermore

3BD | 3 BA| 3,424 sq.ft. | 2.08 acre lot NEW | $3,488,888
Sub-dividable into a total of 5 lots
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818 Kalthoff Common, Ruby Hill Vineyard Estates

5BD | 5.5 BA | 4,500 sq.ft. Represented Seller | $3,450,000
SOLD in 6 Days with Multiple Offers
Virtual Tour - tinyurl.com/yy2xvxmg

1688 Pine Street, Unit W1205, San Francisco
2 BD | 2 BA | 972 sq.ft.
LISTED at $ 1,398,888

US

US FINE LIVING

Sonali Sethna

Broker Associate
925.525.2569
sonali.sethna@compass.com
DRE 01194792

Call for details, great development opportunity!
Virtual tour - https:/tour.jacoballenmedia.com/tours/x8ucv5

fa

223 Nottingham Place, Danville
4 BD | 3 BA | 3,488 sq.ft.
Represented Buyer

SOLD | $1900,000

1993 Nicosia Court, Pleasanton
5BD | 3 BA | 3,851 sq.ft.
SOLD OFF-MARKET Represented Buyer | $ 2,100,000

COMPASS
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J. ROCKCLIFF LEADERSHIP IS EXCITED TO ANNOUNCE THAT WE WILL SOON BECOME SERENO GROUP.

We have joined forces with the largest independently owned brokerage in the Bay Area. Founded in 2006, Sereno
Group is dedicated to serving the people and communities of the East Bay, Silicon Valley, San Francisco Peninsula,
Santa Cruz Coast and Lake Tahoe. Stay tuned for our new branding at the end of 2020.

WWW.SERENOGROUP.COM

Linda Futral - Kat Gaskins Marti Gilbert Janice Habluetzel %8| Jessica Johnson
925.980.3561 925.963.7940 925.216.4063 . h 925.699.3122 408.455.1697
linda.futral@compass.com kat@katgaskins.com 3 marti@homesbymarti.com janice.habluetzel@compass.com i jessica.johnson@compass.com
lindafutral.com ” P katgaskins.com i compass.com | janicetherealtor.com . realtybyjessica.com

DRE 01257605 DRE 01137199 DRE 01520061 ‘ L] DRE 01385523 DRE 01723385

Lily McClanahan W Kris Moxley J Maureen Nokes Linda Traurig
925.321.6104 925.209.9328 925.519.9080 - 925.577.2700 925.382.9746
joann.luisi@compass.com lily.mcclanahan@compass.com kris.moxley@compass.com maureen.nokes@compass.com I .. linda.traurig@compass.com
joannluisi.com compass.com . moxleyrealestate.com compass.com L lindatraurig.com
8 DRE 01399250 DRE 01975835 DRE 00790463 L DRE 00589126 {1 DRE 01078773

Susie Steele : Don Faught

925.413.9306 v = Vice President/Managing Broker
susie.steele@compass.com 925.251.1111

compass.com - . dfaught@apr.com

DRE 01290566 s DRE 00971395

Your home. Our mission.

Our mission is to help everyone find their place in the
world Compass is continuing to expand our California
presence through new partnerships with local firms Alain
Pinel Realtors®, Paragon, and Pacific Union International.
Aided by our technology, service, and access to more
agents in the region, you can now go further in your home
search.

Pleasanton/Livermore Valley
900 Main Street, Pleasanton, CA 94566 | 925.251.1111

Compoass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group
of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and

abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009.

COMPASS
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3141 Pellaro Court, Ruby Hill 6809 New Melones, Discovery Bay
Call for Pricing

e R e 4 e
4023 Francisco Street, Pleasanton

Call for Pricing Offered at $949,000
UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY
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3988 Stanley Boulevard, Pleasanton 4132 Parma Court, Ruby Hill
Offered at $1,199,600 Offered at $4,988,000

573 Malbec Court, Pleasanton 2661 Rasmussen Court, Pleasanton 809 Sylvaner Drive, Pleasanton
Offered at $1,699,000 Offered at $1,649,000 Offered at $1,595,000

3741 Newton Way, Pleasanton 2720 Camino Segura, Pleasanton 1151 Mataro Court, Pleasanton
Sold at $2,365,000 Sold at $1,560,000 Sold at $1,535,000

DeAnna Armario 925.925.2220 Luxury Living & Real Estate Specialists

Brianna Armario 925.200.6802
DeAnna@ArmarioHomes.com IN THE TRI-VALLEY

Brianna@ArmarioHomes.com
www.ArmarioHomes.com
PLEASANTON LIVERMORE DUBLIN SAN RAMON DANVILLE BLACKHAWK ALAMO WALNUT CREEK

www.ArmarioHomes.com
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been more important.

Home. It's the keeper of your moments and milestones. It's the constant

in all this change. It's why we do what we do, and why we're committed to
helping everyone find their home whenever they're looking. While things
may look different right now, what remains the same is our commitment to
you. To your families. To your celebrations. To your peace of mind. To your
investments. To your home. Because wherever the world goes, home

is where you stay.
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Y f compass | compass.com

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Numbers 01079009 and 01272467. All material presented herein
is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without

notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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