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Good news for all of us in the Tri-Valley:  

Stanford Health Care – ValleyCare in Pleasanton  

has been certified a primary stroke center*
Being a primary stroke center means we provide  

high-quality care to stroke patients around the clock.

Exceptional treatment close to home

Having access to quality care is extremely important for 

individuals suffering from a stroke. Getting treatment 

sooner can be life-changing.

Stanford neurovascular specialists and our entire 24/7 

stroke response team are ready to help. We all share the 

Stanford Health Care – ValleyCare commit ment: to 

ensure that every person in every community we serve 

has access to the best possible care. 

*Certification by the Joint Commission, the independent body that 
accredits health care organizations and programs worldwide, 
including more than 21,000 in the US.

Advanced Stroke  
Care Is Close When 

You Need It Most
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TIM TALK
BY TIM HUNT

About the Cover
Organizers are preparing for this year’s Make A Difference Festival, which is 
being held at the Pleasanton Senior Center on Jan. 18. Photo by Ryan J. Degan. 
Cover design by Rosanna Kuruppu.
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Foss passes the Dublin 
leadership torch to Smith

If you stopped by the city man-
ager’s office at Dublin City Hall 
last Monday, you would have 

found Chris Foss at his desk on his 
final day in that chair.

Instead of taking accrued vacation 
time during the holidays, he planned 
to be there to “finish strong.” It re-
flects the passion that has driven his 
career in public service, the last 20 
years of which have been spent in 
Dublin.

Thinking about his tenure, he 
summed one part quickly, “I bleed 
green and always will.”

Foss was succeeded on Thurs-
day by Linda Smith, his right-hand 
person as the assistant city manager 
during his tenure. She will be only 
the fourth city manager in the city’s 
history. Rich Ambrose served for 
26 years and laid the foundation. 
He was followed by Joni Patillo, his 
assistant and Foss, also from the as-
sistant’s role. The city will celebrate 
its 40th birthday in July 2021.

Considering his tenure, Foss cited 
six balanced budgets in a row and a 
forecast that has the city fully funded 
for the next 10 years — that wasn’t 
the case earlier in his tenure. He 
pointed out that the city tradition-
ally has placed a high value on fiscal 
restraint and living within its means. 
He also cited the strong economy 
and the new businesses that have 
called Dublin home.

He also made it clear how pleased 
he was that the City Council had se-
lected Linda to follow him. They’ve 
known each other nearly 20 years 
and worked closely together in her 
stints as economic development di-
rector and assistant city manager.  

“She’s been the best work part-
ner I’ve ever had and we’ve been a 
team,” he said.

On their watch, the major new 
Kaiser facility was built, the Zeiss 
Innovation Center approved and the 
new public safety complex is being 
built and will open next year.

Foss expects the next five to 10 
years to be marked by the same ro-
bust growth, particularly downtown 
where the council has approved a 
bold plan to reshape the big-box 
centers and put in new streets with 
normal-sized blocks. The plan calls 
for up to 2,500 units in buildings as 
tall as six stories. 

Smith, having worked the plan 
since it was first adopted in 2011, 
is perfectly positioned to help the 

landowners and the city implement 
that vision. The initial focus will be 
extending Golden Gate Avenue on 
the Hobby Lobby/Target parcel that 
has multiple owners.

It will be one of two major items 
on her plate.

The other will be the extension of 
Dublin Boulevard to connect with 
North Canyons Parkway in Liver-
more, giving valley residents another 
alternative to Interstate 580. It’s an 
expensive and important project 
with an estimated price-tag at more 
than $150 million. The council now 
has set a definite route so the envi-
ronmental work can be conducted 
and funding lined up. Smith said 
they will do federal environmental 
review and hope to land some fed-
eral funding.

One major challenge will come 
when the state issues the new re-
gional housing numbers that Smith 
expects to increase significantly as 
legislators struggle to push local 
agencies to meet the housing crisis.

When asked what he was most 
proud about, Foss cited the team of 
people he works with and how care-
fully they select team members.

Smith jumped in and pointed out 
three innovative projects that Foss 
drove to make a difference. She cited 
Valor Crossing, a 66-unit affordable 
apartment development by Eden 
Housing, that gives preference to 
veterans. It grew out of a discussion 
they had after watching a “60 Min-
utes” piece about homeless veterans 
and asking what they could do.

The second project was the all-
abilities playground built on the 
Dublin Sports Grounds to accom-
modate children regardless of dis-
abilities. It’s the only one in the 
Tri-Valley.

The third one solved a huge prob-
lem for the school district. The city 
worked out an agreement so the 
district could build a new school 
on land planned for a park. Cotton-
wood Creek School is there today. 
The city also has approved a second 
park site for school district use — 
moves that saved the district and 
ultimately the citizens millions of 
dollars.

What’s ahead for Foss — he’s not 
sure, but he knows one thing: After 
33 years of spending Tuesday nights 
at council meetings, he can find 
something else to do on Tuesday 
evenings. 

 83 Silver Oaks Terrace
4 Bed/4.5 Bath, 4,839 Sq Ft

4+ Car Garage
Exquisite new construction on a
14+ acre lot with a horse arena

located just minutes from historic
downtown Pleasanton. With 3+
acres available to plant grape

vines, it’s an excellent opportunity
for wine enthusiasts to have their

own private vineyard.

$3,395,000
 88 Silver Oaks Court
4 Bed/3.5 Bath, 5,785 Sq Ft

7+ Car Garages
Gorgeous hilltop custom home on 4+
acres with unobstructed Mt. Diablo
and valley views. This lovely home

features a resort like yard with
sparkling pool. Wine enthusiasts will

love the large wine cellar, wine
production barn and almost an acre

of plantable vineyard space.

GINA PIPER

Better Homes & Gardens Reliance Partners   /   BRE#: 01201349
www.PleasantonRealEstate.com
925.200.0202 2011 - 2019

8888 SSiil OO k CC t

$3,750,000

Happy New Year!

Pleasanton (925) 460-0434
Danville (925) 838-1430

PLEASANTON M e d i t e r ra n e a n  Fo o d

5121 Hopyard Rd.     (925) 460-0444      fa zrestaurants.com

•  Corporate Events & Meetings
•  Celebrations — Birthdays, Bar/Bat 

Mitzvahs, Anniversaries, Quinceañeras
•  Holiday & Themed Parties
•  Memorial Receptions

•  Weddings, Rehearsal & Engagement 
Dinners

•  Bridal & Baby Showers
•  Class Reunions
•  Ballroom & Meeting Rooms

PLEASANTON (925) 460-0434      DANVILLE (925) 838-1430
FazRestaurants.com

Faz Catering - Let Us Cater Your Next Event!
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Streetwise
ASKED AROUND TOWN

What do you hope to  
accomplish in the new year?

Sarah Gaia Well-being coach

It is a difficult and complicated tightrope 
to walk, but by taking one careful step 
at a time and navigating my own course, 
my goal in 2020 is to figure out how I 
can best make my interactions with the 
universe have the broadest and most 
positive impact on humankind — both in 
my own community and on a larger, more 
global scale.

Kait Sloane
Quality control

My goal is to take more time to take good 
care of myself. My mind, my body, my 
spirit and my soul. Because if I don’t do 
that, I won’t be much good to others. 

Harold Goldenberg Consumer affairs

My primary goal for 2020 is to spend as 
much time with my beautiful family as 
possible. As my children grow older each 
year and get busier with their own lives, it 
becomes more difficult. But we all make the 
effort and it is so well worth it. Nothing is 
more meaningful to me than having a close-
knit family. We all support and encourage 
one another to always be and do our best.

Bond McCall Sales

I have both personal and professional 
goals for the coming year. On a personal 
level, there are a few relationships I’d 
like to work on. I haven’t invested an 
appropriate amount of time or effort into 
them, and I would like to rectify that. 
Professionally, I would like to meet all of 
my sales goals. And of course a promo-
tion and a raise would be nice.

Susan Buscher
Artist

I am hoping to be more concise and  
succinct with everything I say.

Have a Streetwise question? Email editor@PleasantonWeekly.com

The Pleasanton Weekly is published every Friday by Embarcadero Media, 5506 Sunol Blvd., 
Suite 100, Pleasanton, CA 94566; (925) 600-0840. Mailed at Periodicals Postage Rate,  
USPS 020407. The Weekly is mailed upon request to homes and apartments in Pleasanton. 
Print subscriptions for businesses or residents of other communities are $60 per year or $100 
for two years. Go to PleasantonWeekly.com to sign up and for more information.  
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Pleasanton Weekly,  
5506 Sunol Blvd., Suite 100, Pleasanton, CA 94566. ©2020 by Embarcadero Media.  
All rights reserved. Reproduction without permission is strictly prohibited.

—Compiled by Nancy Lewis
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Casa Real at  
Ruby Hill Winery,  
Pleasanton

P U R C H A S E  T I C K E T S  T O D A Y !
www.healingtherapiesfoundation.org
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contact your sales rep 

at 925.600.0840.
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Newsfront
Election forum
 A forum for Alameda County 
Board of Supervisors District 1 
candidates will be held on Jan. 23 
at the Little Theater at Granada 
High School, 400 Wall St. in 
Livermore. Doors will open at 
6:30 p.m. with opening state-
ments to begin at 7 p.m.  
 The candidates forum, hosted 
by the Pleasanton Weekly, Liver-
more Chamber of Commerce and 
Livermore Indivisible, is free and 
open to the public. 
 Four people with a variety of 
elected office experience have al-
ready announced their intent to 
run for retiring Supervisor Scott 
Haggerty’s District 1 seat: Fre-
mont City Councilman Vinnie 
Bacon, Dublin Mayor David Hau-
bert, Dublin Vice Mayor Melissa 
Hernandez and State Sen. Bob 
Wieckowski of Fremont.
 The District 1 seat represents 
the cities of Livermore and Dub-
lin, most of Fremont and unin-
corporated communities, includ-
ing Sunol.  
 Moderators will be Gina Chan-
nell, publisher of the Weekly, 
and Jeremy Walsh, editor of the 
Weekly. Questions for consider-
ation can be emailed to gchan-
nell@pleasantonweekly.com. 

Alberto’s reopens
 Alberto’s Cantina reopened last 
Friday after being cleared by the 
Alameda County Environmen-
tal Health Department follow-
ing failed inspections the week 
before. 
 The popular Mexican cuisine 
restaurant and bar on Main Street 
in Pleasanton “was found to be 
in good condition with no evi-
dence of vermin, follow-up pest 
control scheduled, all cleaning, 
food storage improvements and 
repair work completed except for 
a section of cove base repair that 
is pending,” according to Cynthia 
Bartus, supervising specialist for 
the county.
 Alberto’s was red-tagged for a 
week and a half after failing a 
routine inspection on Dec. 18 for 
a major violation of live and dead 
cockroaches, plus over a dozen 
minor violations.

‘Screenagers’ panel
 The city’s Community Educa-
tion Series is presenting a screen-
ing of “Screenagers NEXT CHAP-
TER” at the Firehouse Arts Center 
on Jan. 16 at 7 p.m.
 The film “examines the science 
behind teen’s emotional challeng-
es, the interplay of social media, 
and most importantly, what we 
can do to help our children build 
crucial skills to navigate stress, 
anxiety, and depression,” city of-
ficials said. 
 A panel discussion will fol-
low the screening. Parents and 
guardians are encouraged to at-
tend with their children, age 11 
and up. 

DIGEST

BY JEREMY WALSH  
AND RYAN J. DEGAN

Three Dublin High School 
students died and two other 
teenagers were seriously in-

jured in a solo-vehicle crash on 
Foothill Road in Pleasanton on 
Christmas night.
 Javier Ramirez and twin brothers 
Mark Anthony Urista and Michael 
Angelo Urista, each 16 years old, 
were pronounced dead at the scene 
after their vehicle struck a power 
pole and a large tree not far from 
the Castlewood Drive intersection 
around 10 p.m. Dec. 25. 

 The other two teens in the 
car — Dublin High student 
Samantha Vargas Arceo and 
Jared Reynoso, the Uristas’ 
cousin — sustained major 
injuries and remain in the 
hospital.
 The violent fatal crash sent 
shockwaves throughout the 
Tri-Valley community, which 
joined for an emotional vigil at 
Dublin High on Sunday to remem-
ber the lives of the departed boys, 
show support for the survivors and 
pull together for one another. 
 Hundreds of residents held one 

another, wept and heard loved ones 
tell stories about Ramirez and the 
Urista brothers. 
 “I am extremely shocked be-
cause I didn’t recognize as to how 
much of an impact they had on the 

community as a whole, all 
three,” Ana Reynoso, the 
twins’ mother, said during 
a tearful address at the 
candlelight vigil. 
   “I definitely believe that 
we have always been folks 
who have been about 
community and told (the 
boys) to pay it forward, al-

ways help everybody that’s around 
you and always makes sure to leave 
people better than how you found 
them. I think they did an amazing 

Dublin community rocked as teens  
killed in crash on Foothill Road

Twin brothers, friend die on Christmas night; two others in car seriously injured 

Pleasanton 
legislative 

update
Council talks new laws,  

pending bills with 
Bauer-Kahan
BY JEREMY WALSH

 The State Legislature is set to 
reconvene after the winter recess 
on Monday, and the Pleasanton 
City Council recently received a 
recap of relevant legislative work 
in Sacramento from city staff and 
the Tri-Valley’s Assembly member, 
Rebecca Bauer-Kahan.
 The hour-long discussion last 
month featured an overview of out-
comes of key 2019 bills on which 
the council took a formal posi-
tion, reflections from the Orinda 
Democrat on her original legisla-
tion during her freshman year and 
a look ahead at topics expected to 
dominate the lawmakers’ hearings 
in 2020 — likely led by housing.
 “The conversation I’m pushing 
really hard with the Bay Area cau-
cus and my colleagues is a much 
larger focus on the jobs-housing 
balance question, and not thinking 
of our region as this nine-coun-
ty megaregion where you build a 
giant campus on the Peninsula and 
then you expect us to build the 
housing and just putting more and 
more people on the road heading 
in one direction,” Bauer-Kahan said 
during the Dec. 3 council meeting.
 “We have to rethink that because 
it’s breaking people here — our 
quality of life is suffering, and our 
environment is suffering because 
those people are all sitting in traf-
fic,” she told the council.

BY JULIA BAUM

 A carefully preserved piece of 
Livermore’s past will be honored 
with the 2019 Governor’s Historic 
Preservation Award at a special 
ceremony in Sacramento later this 
month. 
 The Livermore Railroad Depot 
relocation and rehabilitation proj-
ect is one of five recipients con-
sidered “a significant achievement 
in preserving the heritage of Cali-
fornia, worthy of the only official 
preservation award presented by 
the state,” according to Livermore 
Downtown Inc.
 “Livermore Downtown Inc. has 
a special love for this building 
as it housed our offices for five 
years while we protected it from 
further decay for its relocation 
and renovation planning. This an-
nouncement is a great Christmas 
present for we fans of Dolly the 
Depot,” the organization said in a 
statement. 
 The Governor’s Historic Preser-
vation Awards “recognize mean-
ingful achievements in historic 
preservation through increased 
public awareness, appreciation, 
and support for historic preserva-
tion throughout the state.” The 
depot’s restoration is one example 
of the type of work acknowledged 
every year since the state first pre-
sented the awards in 1986.
 The depot was built by South-
ern Pacific in 1892 and operated 
until the early 1960s. The rail line 
was later abandoned in 1976 and 
the tracks were removed. The 
depot continued to serve as a 
restaurant, real estate office, and 
dance studio until the city pur-
chased the building in 2007. 
 The structure underwent “a 

unique endeavor that restored the 
dilapidated building to its historic 
context as a transit ticketing office 
and waiting area,” using historic 
preservation standards set by the 
U.S. Department of the Interior. A 
deep dive into historic documents 
helped ensure rehabilitation work 
was historically accurate before 
the depot made the half-mile 
move in 2017 to its current spot 
at 2500 Railroad Ave.
 Many of the depot’s original 
features were “meticulously re-
stored,” including the original 
“Livermore” sign, redwood exte-
rior siding, wood-framed doors 
and windows, portions of the 
beadboard walls, the original 
telegraph, and a donated historic 
clock. 
 Livermore Mayor John March-
and noted how “the timing of this 
award is particularly significant 
as 2019 marks the 150th an-
niversary of the founding of the 
city of Livermore. It is no coinci-
dence that 2019 is also the 150th 

anniversary of the completion of 
the Transcontinental Railroad.” 
 “The railroad and our train sta-
tion were the reasons that Liver-
more thrived and neighboring 
communities faded away. Our be-
loved train depot was the key to 
the success of Livermore,” March-
and said. “This is why it was so 
important for our community to 
restore the depot as well as the 
depot’s historical context by re-
turning it to the railroad tracks; 
ensuring that it would once again 
serve Livermore as a train station.”
 The city of Livermore and sev-
eral Tri-Valley organizations in-
cluding the Livermore Heritage 
Guild and the Livermore Amador 
Valley Transit Authority helped 
organize the project, which was 
funded with a variety of sources, 
including $2.5 million in federal 
grant money.
 The Governor’s Historic Pres-
ervation Awards will be present-
ed at a Jan. 22 special event in 
Sacramento. 

State recognizes depot renovations
Governor’s Historic Preservation Award for Livermore project

LIVERMORE DOWNTOWN INC.

The Livermore Railroad Depot relocation and rehabilitation project will 
be the recipient of a 2019 Governor’s Historic Preservation Award in 
Sacramento on Jan. 22.

See CRASH on Page 6

See LEGISLATURE on Page 11

Mark and Michael Urista Javier Ramirez
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Open Monday-Saturday 9am - 5pm  
Sunday 10am - 4:30pm

www.westerngardennursery.com  •  facebook.com/wgnursery

2756 Vineyard Ave.
Pleasanton

925.462.1760

PLEASANTON
WEEKLY

2019

Jan. 11th Deciduous fruit trees and berries
Jan. 18th Roses
Jan. 25th Japanese maples
Feb. 1st Citrus and avocados
Feb. 8th

Winter Pruning Classes Saturdays at 11 am

Please join our own Lita Gates for an informative series of classes on 
Winter pruning. Pest control, feeding and general care will also be 
covered during the class. No registration is necessary, but let us know if 
you plan to attend any or all. All classes are free. Money saving coupon 
and prize drawing after each class.

For All Past & Current 
Expedia CruiseShipCenters 

Pleasanton Customers

January 11, 2020 
11 am to 1 pm

Door Prizes 
Light Snacks 

Wine

Expedia CruiseShipCenters 
4811 Hopyard Rd., Suite G-6 

Pleasanton, CA 94588

Please call 925-621-8822 to R.S.V.P.

NEWSFRONT

job,” she added. “They have im-
pacted everybody.”
 During the cold and wet evening 
Sunday, friends and family mem-
bers spoke about the lives of the 
boys, said prayers and thanked the 
community for its show of support.
 “This is one of those things you 
never expect to go through and 
then knowing that all of these peo-
ple are here with you through this 
is kind of like makes you feel ... it 
makes it a lot easier to go through. 
It’s still such a tough situation, but 
having people kind of makes me 
feel better,” the Urista boys’ cousin, 
Geovanni Lopez, told the Weekly.

Lopez also asked for commu-
nity members “to send positive 
thoughts and prayers” for his cous-
in Jared, who remains in a coma 
after the crash. 

Vargas Arceo is still in the hos-
pital as well, but family members 
said at the vigil that her condition 
had improved.

“In times of grief, one of the 
most human things we can do is to 
come together as a community to 
support each other and hold each 
other close,” Dublin High principal 
Maureen Byrne said to the crowd 
on Sunday night.
 Dublin Unified School District 
officials said extra grief counselors 
and staff members will be made 
available when students return to 
school from their winter break next 
Tuesday. 
 “Our hearts are absolutely bro-
ken for our students, families and 
Dublin High School staff. This is a 
devastating loss to our community 
and it is important that we remem-
ber to take care of one another 
during this critical time,” DUSD 

Superintendent Dave Marken said 
in a statement last week.

“Our entire community is 
mourning the loss of three Dub-
lin High School students whose 
lives were taken much too soon,” 
Marken added. “We’d like to share 
our deepest condolences to the 
family and friends of our students 
and let them know they are in our 
thoughts during this difficult time.”

Supporters of those involved in 
the crash have launched GoFund-
Me pages to raise funds for the 
families and survivors; the cam-
paigns had generated more than 
$120,000 combined between the 
three separate webpages as of Mon-
day night. 

Meanwhile, the circumstances of 
the triple-fatal crash on a narrow 
stretch of Foothill Road in unincor-
porated Pleasanton remain under 
investigation, according to Officer 
Tyler Hahn of the California High-
way Patrol. 

For many current and former Tri-
Valley residents, news of the crash 
has brought to mind other fatal col-
lisions on Foothill Road from over 
the years and rekindled conversa-
tion about traffic safety conditions 
on the road that winds through 
both well-populated and rural por-
tions of Pleasanton down to Sunol. 
The crash on Christmas occurred 
on the portion of Foothill that runs 
next to a golf hole on Castlewood 
Country Club’s Valley Course.  
 The situation unfolded just be-
fore 10 p.m. Dec. 25 with a ve-
hicle with five teenage occupants 
traveling southbound on Foothill 
Road just north of the Castlewood 
entrance road, Hahn said. 
 According to a witness statement 

and evidence at the scene, the ve-
hicle crossed into the northbound 
lane of Foothill Road for unknown 
reasons and then struck a power 
pole and a large tree on the side of 
the road, Hahn said. The force of 
the crash flipped the vehicle, ejected 
two of the occupants and trapped 
three others inside the vehicle. 
 Three of the occupants, including 
the driver, were pronounced dead at 
the scene, Hahn said. The two other 
passengers were transported to a 
local hospital with major injuries. 
 The CHP has not publicly iden-
tified who was driving, but Hahn 
said all occupants were under 18 
years old. 
 The cause of the crash remains 
unconfirmed, but initial investiga-
tion indicates alcohol was not a 
factor, according to Hahn. Speed 
may have been a factor, but officers 
had not yet been able to talk to 
the surviving passengers to obtain 
information. 
 The power pole was severed at 
its base and upended, causing the 
transformer to rupture and spill-
ing approximately 20 gallons of 
mineral oil on the roadway and 
adjacent dirt shoulder, according 
to Hahn. An active power line was 
also arcing near the roadway when 
officers arrived.
 The downed pole caused a power 
outage in the area. That portion of 
Foothill Road was closed until late 
the next afternoon for the utility 
repairs. 
 Anyone with information about 
the crash can call the CHP Dublin 
Office at 828-0466. 

CRASH
Continued from Page 5

RYAN J. DEGAN

Hundreds attended a vigil held at Dublin High on Sunday to remember the 
lives of the three students who died in a Christmas night crash.

RYAN J. DEGAN

Extra grief counselors and staff members will be made available for students 
when they return to school after their winter break next week. 

RYAN J. DEGAN

The vigil was emotional, with 
attendees offering support for one 
another.

‘In times of grief, one 

of the most human 

things we can do is 

to come together 

as a community to 

support each other.’

Maureen Byrne  
Dublin High principal
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INTO CHINA
Saturday, January 25th

11:00 AM – 2:00 PM

Presents

Welcome to the World of Chinese Emperors’ Treasures

www.blackhawkmuseum.org • 925-736-2277 • 3700 Plaza Cir, Blackhawk, CA

 

Terracotta Warriors

Come Celebrate the Chinese Lunar New Year at 
the Blackhawk Museum and Experience 2500 Years 

of Chinese History in Our Newest Gallery

FREE Admission to the Museum 
During Event Only

Annual Family Memberships will be available for $99 (Regularly $149) 
Special Rate available on this date only.

Traditional Chinese Performances 
will take place throughout the 
Event.

Ribbon Cutting at Noon with 
Local Dignitaries and Leaders 
from the Chinese Community

NEWSFRONT

BY JEREMY WALSH

 Longtime tourism marketing 
professional Tracy Farhad has been 
selected as the new CEO for Visit 
Tri-Valley.
 Farhad, who 
has worked as 
executive di-
rector at the 
Solvang Confer-
ence & Visitors 
Bureau for the 
past 14 years, 
will begin her 
new role in the 
Tri-Valley on 
Monday, succeeding retiring CEO 
and president Barbara Steinfeld.
 “My family and I are very excited 
about making the Tri-Valley our 
new home and look forward to 
discovering all that the destination 
has to offer,” Farhad said in a state-
ment. “It is such an honor to be 
taking on the position of CEO of 
such a highly reputable team and 
dedicated Board of Directors.”
 Farhad will remain focused on 
destination marketing for Visit Tri-
Valley, the tourism promotion orga-
nization representing Pleasanton, 
Livermore, Dublin and Danville 
that receives key funding from the 
$2.25 assessment on hotel rooms 

in the four communities. 
 She will lead its efforts to create 
awareness of the Tri-Valley as a 
tourism destination and booking 
weekend sporting events that gen-
erate hotel patrons, according to 
Visit Tri-Valley officials.
 “With a strong focus on digital 
marketing and social media cam-
paigns, Visit Tri-Valley also targets 
the Bay Area for weekend getaways 
and works with representation in 
China and the UK to bring inter-
national visitors and media here,” 
they said. 
 Farhad has worked in marketing 
for tourism in California for nearly 
the past two decades, most recently 
at the visitors bureau for the small 
city of Solvang, a tourist destina-
tion known for its Danish village 
downtown and surrounding wine 
industry just off Highway 101 in 
Santa Barbara County.
 Prior to that, she was employed as 
cultural tourism and membership 

manager at Visit Santa Barbara. 
 Officials counted among her ca-
reer successes earning her organi-
zation a national “Preserve America 
Community” designation, leading 
a year-long centennial celebration, 
serving four years as the Amgen 
Tour of California time trials, and 
significantly increasing occupancy 
and bed tax revenues. 
 Farhad’s marketing initiatives 
include international travel trade 
outreach from Denmark to China, 
as well as launching Restaurant 
Week, LGBTQ traveler education 
workshops and a Community Cri-
sis Plan.
 She has served on a number 
of boards, such as Santa Barbara 
Performing Arts League, DMA 
West Association & Foundation 
and as president of the Central 
Coast Tourism Council. She also 
earned an Ambassador of the Year 
award from the local chamber of 
commerce. 

Visit Tri-Valley hires next CEO
Farhad had led Solvang Visitors Bureau

Tracy Farhad

BY JULIA BAUM

 The Pleasanton Unified School 
District ended 2019 on a high 
note with an improved ‘AA-’ 
credit rating from Standard and 
Poor’s, mirroring another recent 
credit score upgrade.
 The rating report found that 
the district’s “financial manage-
ment practices and policies have 
improved,” and that upgrading 
from an ‘A+’ to a score of ‘AA-’ 
was supported by their “strong 
and stable budgetary perfor-
mance” this past year. 
 District officials said the re-
cent findings follow “years of bal-
anced budgets for PUSD built 
on conservative assumptions and 
planning for economic uncertain-
ties.” Earlier this year the dis-
trict also received an upgraded 
credit rating from Moody’s — AA 
with a positive outlook — and a 
clean annual audit of Measure I1 
expenditures.
 The report also stated that 
“based on unaudited fiscal 2019 
results, the district anticipates 

realizing a 1.7% operating sur-
plus. Management notes the sur-
plus was driven by conservative 
budget assumptions and salary 
savings.”
 “We’re proud that the district’s 
strong fiscal stewardship is trans-
lating to credit rating increases 
which will support our ability to 
get lower interest rates that rep-
resent savings to the Pleasanton 
taxpayers,” Superintendent David 
Haglund said in a statement. “We 
continue to appreciate the over-
whelming support from our com-
munity and will continue to keep 
their best interests at heart as we 
serve as fiscal stewards for our 
students and future generations.” 
 Standard and Poor’s also shared 
suggestions to help further raise 
the district’s credit: “We could 
also raise the rating if the district 
is able to obtain more revenue 
diversity outside of state-aid rev-
enues, such as a parcel tax and 
foundation or basic aid status, de-
creasing its exposure to potential 
state funding volatility.” 

PUSD enters 2020 with 
improved credit rating

Standard and Poor’s upgrades district  
from ‘A+’ to ‘AA-’

LET’S DISCUSS:

Read the latest local news head-

lines and talk about the issues  

at Town Square at  

PleasantonWeekly.com
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 A federal bankruptcy judge in 
San Francisco recently approved 
two settlements totaling $24.5 bil-
lion between PG&E and victims of 
2017 and 2018 North Bay wild-
fires caused by electrical equip-
ment failures.
 The agreements approved by 
U.S. Bankruptcy Judge Dennis 
Montali on Dec. 17 include $13.5 
billion for fire victims, including 
survivors of dozens of people who 
died in the fires and others who 
lost their homes, and $11 billion 
for insurance companies that have 
already paid claims.
 Montali announced his decision 

at the end of a daylong hearing, 
saying, “There are tens of thou-
sands of people who just want to 
go about their lives.”
 Lawyers said during the hear-
ing that there are 70,000 claims 
pending against the San Francisco-
based utility. 
 The approvals enable PG&E to 
continue with a proposed financial 
reorganization plan to exit bank-
ruptcy court. The utility is seeking 
to emerge from Chapter 11 bank-
ruptcy by a June 30 deadline to be 
eligible for a new fund established 
by the state Legislature to cushion 
utilities’ liability for future wildfire 

claims.
 PG&E filed in January for the 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy protec-
tion, which enabled it to freeze its 
debts and proceedings in lawsuits 
while developing a financial plan.
 It said in a statement Dec. 17, 
“Today marks an important mile-
stone — the bankruptcy court has 
approved our settlement agree-
ments resolving all major wildfire 
claims. This brings us one signifi-
cant step closer to getting victims 
paid so they can rebuild their 
lives. 
 “As for our overall plan of reor-
ganization, we remain engaged in 
active and constructive dialogue 
with stakeholders,” PG&E said.
 Montali said a group of PG&E 
bondholders remains free to ad-
vocate a competing financial plan. 
That plan also includes a similar 
$13.5 billion for victims for losses 
not compensated by insurance 
companies.
 The settlement between PG&E 
and lawyers for wildfire victims 
originally included a provision 
that Gov. Gavin Newsom must 
find that PG&E’s reorganization 
proposal meets the requirements 
of AB 1054, the law that created 
the wildfire fund. 
 But on Dec. 13, Newsom an-
nounced he believes the plan lacks 
the management and financial 
changes needed to provide “safe, 
reliable, and affordable service.” 
 On the eve of Dec. 17’s hearing, 
PG&E and lawyers for the vic-
tims filed a settlement amendment 
withdrawing the requirement that 
Newsom must approve the reorga-
nization plan. 

 

Frank Pitre, a fire victims’ lawyer 
who argued in favor of the settle-
ment, told Montali Dec. 17 that 
Brown’s disapproval and the jeop-
ardy to the settlement “reopened 
all the wounds” for the victims. 
 “They thought they had a deal, 
then they didn’t have a deal,” he 
said. 
 Settlement approval would “fi-
nally give these folks some kind of 
confidence that there is light at the 
end of the tunnel,” he said.
 Also on Dec. 17, Montali ruled 
that families of victims of the 2016 
Ghost Ship fire at an Oakland 
warehouse, in which 36 people 
died, could go ahead with civil 
lawsuits in Alameda County Supe-
rior Court against PG&E and other 
defendants including the city of 
Oakland and the building owners.
 The trial is set to begin on May 
26 on 53 wrongful death and 
personal injury lawsuits, includ-
ing lawsuits by the families of 33 
people killed in the fire.
 PG&E spokeswoman Kristi 
Jourdan said PG&E has not ac-
cepted liability for either the Ghost 
Ship fire or the 2017 Tubbs Fire 
in Sonoma and Napa County, in 
which 22 people died, but said 
that “claims related to those fires 
will be resolved as part of this 
settlement.” 
 “We’ve seen no evidence to date 
that would lead us to believe that 
our facilities were the cause of the 
Ghost Ship fire,” she said.
 Cal Fire has concluded that the 
Tubbs Fire was caused by a faulty 
private electrical system in Cal-
istoga, but a group of fire vic-
tims has claimed that PG&E was 
responsible.
 Cal Fire and PG&E have agreed 
that the most deadly fire, the 2018 
Butte County Camp Fire, in which 
85 people died, was caused by a 
broken hook and resulting arc-
ing of electrical wires on a nearly 
100-year-old transmission tower 
in eastern Butte County.
 In another development on Dec. 
17, the California Public Utili-
ties Commission staff announced 
a proposed $1.675 billion settle-
ment with PG&E over the 2017 
wildfires and the Camp Fire.
 Under the settlement, which 
must be approved by the commis-
sion after review by an administra-
tive law judge, the utility would 
be barred from obtaining $1.625 
billion for wildfire-related costs 
through increased fees to custom-
ers, and would contribute $50 
million for system enhancements 
and public outreach. 
 The agreement covers costs 
related to the 2017 wildfires in 
Butte, Calaveras, Lake, Mendocino, 
Napa, Nevada, Sonoma, and Yuba 
counties as well as the 2018 Camp 
Fire. 

—Bay City News Service

Where the Client-Caregiver 
Relationship is Everything.
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Judge approves billions for PG&E settlements
Utility company says bankruptcy milestone reached

After a stroke
 Stanford’s Dr. Marion Buckwalter 
will lead “The Aftermath of Stroke: 
Improving What Goes Right and Pre-
venting What Goes Wrong” — the 
first installment of the 2020 Valley-
Care Speaker Series next Thursday 
evening at the Bankhead Theater in 
downtown Livermore.
 Presented by the ValleyCare Chari-
table Foundation and the Livermore 
Valley Performing Arts Center, the 
seminar will see Buckwalter discuss 
her research on neuroinflammation 
and stroke recovery and review on-
going studies. 
 An experienced neurosurgeon, 
professor at Stanford and co-found-
er of the Stanford Stroke Recovery 
Program, Buckwalter has published 
more than 65 works and presented 
at the World Economic Forum. 
 The session is set to start at 7:30 
p.m. Thursday (Jan. 9). For tickets, 
visit lvpac.org or call the box office at 
373-6800. 

Religion Chat
 The Tri-Valley interfaith commu-
nity is hosting its monthly Religion 
Chat next Wednesday (Jan. 8) eve-
ning at Lynnewood United Method-
ist Church.
 The discussion topic will be, 
“Most faiths tell us to be kind to 
the stranger; how does your faith 
respond to ‘the other’?” One of the 
lead speakers will be Rev. Henry Kim 
of Lynnewood.
 The Interfaith Interconnect forum 
will run from 5-6:15 p.m. Wednes-
day. Doors open at the church at 
4444 Black Ave. at 4:30 p.m. The 
event is free-of-charge and open to 
all.

Park makeover
 May Nissen Park in Livermore 
recently reopened to the public with 
a magical new makeover. 
 The 12.2-acre community park 
at 685 Rincon Ave. now sports a 
fairytale motif, complete with a “Jack 
and the Beanstalk” walking trail, large 
flower shade structures, daisy art, an 
oversized xylophone, and reading 
nooks that both reflect the storytell-
ing theme and invite children to curl 
up with their favorite fantasy novel. 
 New pavement, adult exercise 
equipment, and a jungle gym for 
small children round out the park’s 
updated amenities. 

Donate prom dress
 Local nonprofit Prom Dress Pop 
Up has been partnering this winter 
with Stoneridge Shopping Center 
to collect donations of gently used 
prom dresses, shoes and accessories 
for teenagers in need. 
 The effort is spearheaded by Alamo 
resident Carly Glasson, the 18-year-
old founder of Prom Dress Pop Up 
and this year’s recipient of the Simon 
Youth Foundation scholarship.
 Donations are being collected 
through Jan. 31 at Simon Guest 
Services in the Nordstrom wing. The 
items will be distributed at a pop-up 
event in February. 

COMMUNITY  
BRIEFS

CITY OF PLEASANTON

Cultural showcase at Firehouse
The Pleasanton Library and Recreation Department is set to host “2020 
Pleasanton Celebrates with Traditions of Many Cultures” from 11 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. next Sunday (Jan. 12) at the Firehouse Arts Center. The annual 
event will feature interactive displays representing the cultures of Serbia, 
Korea, Vietnam, Russia, China, Malaysia, Armenia, Japan, India, USA, 
Native Americans and Mexico. A full-stage production will begin at 2 p.m. 
with performances across the many cultures.
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BY JULIA BAUM

A planned second comprehen-
sive high school in the city of Dub-
lin is closer to realization after Dub-
lin Unified School District recently 
reached a $38.3 million settlement 
to acquire the 23.46-acre site eyed 
for the future campus. 

DUSD began pursuing the land 
located between Central Parkway 
and Chancery Lane, near Dublin 
Boulevard, via eminent domain last 
fall but a dispute with the owner 
over its market value delayed the 
process until early December. 

“The board is very excited to 
close the 2019 year one significant 
step closer to accomplishing its 
new comprehensive high school,” 
district officials said following the 
Board of Trustees’ unanimous ap-
proval of the settlement at its Dec. 
17 meeting. 

The deal comes after more than 
a year of negotiating with the prop-
erty owner, and puts the district 
closer toward completing their goal 
of building a new high school on 
the property. 

A court date was scheduled to 
settle the matter in late January but 
both parties reached an agreement 
during a pre-trial mediation several 
weeks ago. 

Superintendent Dave Marken 
said the settlement eliminates “one 
of the last major hurdles in a proj-
ect that will benefit the entire Dub-
lin community,” and allows the 
district to take ownership of the 
land without any further court 
proceedings. 

DUSD will pay the owner $38.3 

million for the site — “an amount 
representing the approximate half-
way point between the district’s 
and property owner’s respective 
final pretrial appraised values of the 
property,” according to the district. 
The district will then receive rights 
to access and possess the property, 
allowing them to immediately start 
testing the soil and move forward 
with building the new high school. 

“The delivery of a second com-
prehensive high school will address 
one of the greatest challenges our 
district and community has faced 
in recent times,” Board President 
Dan Cherrier said. “With the pur-
chase of the property now worked 
out, we are one step closer to turn-
ing the dream of a second compre-
hensive high school into a reality.”

The $258.2 million future school 
will house approximately 2,500 
students once construction is 
completed. 

A library, three-story academic 
tower, student union, administra-
tion building, visual and perform-
ing arts classrooms, gymnasium 
and other athletic facilities will 
be built during the first phase, 
estimated to cost about $166.6 mil-
lion. Measure H will fund $158.8 
million of that and the remaining 
$8.2 million will come from devel-
oper fees. 

The second stage includes an-
other three-story instructional 
building, a maintenance building, 
theater, basement, more perform-
ing arts classrooms and conces-
sions, bleachers, concessions and 

a pressbox. Funding from a $290 
million bond measure on the March 
2020 election ballot is expected to 
support the school’s completion. 
Students could start attending the 
new school by fall 2022, when the 
first phase of work is scheduled to 
finish.

Earlier this year DUSD formed a 
naming committee in anticipation 
of the future campus, and is cur-
rently soliciting the community for 
potential names for the school. 

“Like Dublin High, Dublin’s sec-
ond comprehensive high school 
will be a significant landmark in 
the city,” officials said. “Your con-
tributions could have an impact on 
Dublin and its students for genera-
tions to come.”

Suggestions must meet certain 
criteria; DUSD’s policy allows nam-
ing or renaming schools “in rec-
ognition of individuals, living or 

deceased, who have made out-
standing contributions to the city, 
community, state, or nation, or 
who have worldwide significance,” 
“to depict areas of curricular con-
centration or reflect special con-
cepts or approaches to education,” 
or “in recognition of the geographic 
area in which the school or build-
ing is located.” 

To propose a name, visit and fill 
out the survey at https://tinyurl.
com/sdosab4 by Jan. 17. The nam-
ing committee will review and pro-
vide three suggested names to the 
superintendent, who will forward 
to the board. At least two public 
hearings will be held by the board 
before deciding the name of the 
school. 

For more information on the 
future comprehensive high school 
project, visit http://bit.ly/DUSD-
Future-CHS. 

4439 Stoneridge Drive, Ste. 200  
Pleasanton, CA 94588 
925.462.BACK 

www.ChiroSportsUSA.com

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE AN 

APPOINTMENT
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East Bay Regional Park District 
officials are warning people to be-
ware of the deadly mushrooms that 
crop up every rainy season.

Two of the world’s most toxic 
mushrooms, the Western destroy-
ing angel and the death cap, both 
grow in the Bay Area and are com-
mon in the region’s parks.

“Both of these toxic mushrooms 
can be lethal to humans and pets if 
consumed,” said park district natu-
ralist Trent Pearce. “They are mostly 
associated with oak trees and can 
be found growing anywhere oak 
roots are present.”

The plants contain amatoxins 
that can damage the liver and kid-
neys in mammals.

Symptoms typically take up to 
12 hours to appear after the mush-
rooms are consumed and start as 
severe gastrointestinal pain, pro-
gressing to the liver and renal fail-
ure if immediate treatment isn’t 

provided, according to the park 
district. 

The death cap is a medium or 
large mushroom that usually has 
a greenish-gray cap, white gills, a 
white ring around the stem and a 
large white sac at the base of the 
stem.

It was introduced to North 
America on the roots of European 
cork oak trees and is slowly colo-
nizing the West Coast, park officials 
said. 

The Western destroying angel is 
also a medium or large mushroom 
that has a creamy white cap, white 
gills, a white ring around the stem 
that fades as the plant grows and a 
thin white sac at the base.

It is a native California mush-
room, according to the park district. 

Other toxic mushrooms that can 
be found in the Bay Area include 
the Galerina and Lepiota species. 

—Bay City News Service

EBRPD warns of wild 
mushroom dangers

Annual advisory coincides with rainy season

Two Locations to serve you:
1807 Santa Rita Rd, Pleasanton

Phone (925) 846-0660
652 Main Street, Pleasanton

Phone (925) 846-0727
www.truevalue.com/pleasanton

Ask Us About: 
Rescreening Or New Window 
Screens, Sharpening Knives,  
Scissors, Chainsaws, Mower 

Blades and Many  
Garden Tools. 

2015

$6999
Chip Car Key

(Some Restrictions 
Apply)

We Now 
Sell Dog 
Food

DUSD acquiring land for new high school for $38.3M
Residents can suggest ideas for school name via online survey

DUSD

Dublin Unified School District reached an agreement recently to acquire 23 
acres here to house the city’s future second comprehensive high school.
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31 Anonymous  ....................................$5,580

Kevin & Cindy Powers ..................................**

Greg Landrum ............................................500

Kathy & Bob Russman ..................................**

The Banahan Family .....................................**

Donna & Jim Zarrillo .....................................**

Rose Liu ........................................................25

Frank & Muriel Capilla ..................................**

Kay & Steve King ........................................200

Lonny & Ronny Shaw .................................100

Ann & Don Rathjen ......................................**

Pete & Julie Mason .......................................**

Patricia Bacon .............................................200

Ilene & Mike Forman ..................................250

Don & Nora Kvale ........................................**

Dave Cryer ...................................................**

Chuck & Debra Uhler .................................150

Blaise & Amy Lofland .................................250

Garrett Holmes & Angela Ramirez-Holmes . 100

J Philip Chubb ............................................250

Alice Desrosiers ..........................................100

Sue & Jim Falls ..............................................**

Austin & Xu .............................................1,000

Barbara W. Daniels .......................................**

Bill & Pat Ruvalcaba ....................................500

Bruce & Cindy Yamamoto ..........................200

Lyle & Carolyn Allen ...................................200

Gary & Mary Lazarotti ..................................**

Carl & Sharrell Michelotti ...........................100

Kathy & Jeff Narum ....................................100

Jason Stinebaugh .......................................100

Sonal & Ajay Shah ........................................**

Shake Sulikyan .............................................**

Ran & Pat Costello .......................................**

James Price ..............................................5,000

Christina Nystrom Mantha ...........................**

Jan & Jeb Bing ............................................200

Chris & Erika Beratlis ....................................**

Richard & Gloria Fredette .............................**

Jeff & Jeri Oh ................................................**

Bobby Jensen .............................................300

Annette Brazil ............................................200

Carol Guarnaccia .......................................100

Phyllis Del Carlo ..........................................100

Sandra Nunn ..............................................100

Eric & Lainie Krieger ...................................500

Chris & Linda Coleman ..............................500

Glenda Beratlis .........................................1000

Betty Kirvan ................................................100

Lori Rice .......................................................25

Nancy & Marvin Rensin ..............................300

Doug, Debbie, Danielle & Niki Bodemann .100

Alan & Carol Cohen ...................................500

Victor Wheatman .......................................100

Curtis Lum .................................................100

Donna Johnson ..........................................100

Herbert & Stella Chang ................................**

Carmen Merritt ............................................**

Judith Del Tredici ........................................100

Bob & Orley Philcox ....................................100

Kevin & Sandra Ryan ..................................100

A. & A. Lipski .............................................100

Alan Purves ................................................200

Patricia Davis ..............................................100

Maggie & Bill Foley .......................................**

Lynn Dantzker Charitable Fund ..................250

Tom & Barbara Daggett ...............................**

Helmuth Meissner ........................................**

Roger & Laura Miller ....................................50

Don & Noel Anger .......................................**

John & Noel Wilson....................................100

Hilary & Kristie Gross ..................................100

Majorie York...............................................250

Liz Kerton ...................................................500

The Markel Ohana .....................................250

Ruth Van Art ................................................50

Cindy & Bob Gee .......................................100

Sonali Kumar..............................................250

Emily Yang .................................................100

Deborah Wallace ........................................100

Kumar Venkataraman ................................100

Ana & Michael Fong ..................................100

Debbie Shotwell .........................................500

Susie Evans .................................................100

Bob & Marianne Eisberg ..............................**

Jim & Elaine Keysor ....................................100

2019-2020 Holiday Fund Donors
As of December 23, 211 donors have contributed $48,051  

to the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund.

This year’s Holiday Fund  
recipients that will share 

 in fund contributions are:

Axis Community Health is the Tri-Val-
ley’s sole provider of medical and mental 
health services for individuals and families 
who have a low income or who are unin-
sured. It serves more than 14,000 members 
of our community.

CityServe of the Tri-Valley supports the 
community by caring for people in crisis, co-
ordinating resources between the faith-based 
community, nonprofits, schools, businesses, 
and government agencies and connecting 
volunteers in the community to nonprofits.

 Each year, the Pleasanton 
Weekly Holiday Fund raises 
money to support programs and 
services that care for local families 
and children in our community. 
The Holiday Fund partners with 
the Silicon Valley Community 
Foundation, which handles all 
finances, so every dollar of your 
tax-deductible donation goes 
directly to the 10 local nonprofits 
with no administrative expenses. 

Hope Hospice provides ethical hospice 
care, transition services for those not 
eligible for hospice, bereavement support 
for adults and children and end-of-life 
education to Tri-Valley families, regardless 
of insurance or income status.

Open Heart Kitchen is the largest hot 
meal program of its kind in the Tri -Valley 
feeding the hungry every weekday at mul-
tiple locations.

Pleasanton Partnerships in Educa-
tion (PPIE) Foundation is an organi-
zation that has a collaborative relation-
ship with the Pleasanton Unified School 
District and contributes to the needs of 
Pleasanton students and educators.

Sandra J. Wing Healing Therapies 
Foundation provides local cancer pa-
tients with complementary therapies to 
help alleviate the side effects caused by 
radiation and chemotherapy. 

Sunflower Hill is working to create 
a sustainable residential community for 
individuals with special needs, similar to 
senior living facilities. 

Tri-Valley REACH (Resources Educa-
tion Activities Community and Housing 
for special adults of the Tri-Valley) offers 
education programs, activities, resources 
and housing opportunities for adults with 
developmental disabilities.

ValleyCare Charitable Foundation 
plans to use its contribution from the 
annual campaign to help fund state-of-
the-art health care technology, facilities, 
various clinical programs and services at 
Stanford Health Care-ValleyCare. 

Valley Humane Society rescues and 
rehabilitates companion animals, cham-
pions responsible caretaking, shares pets’ 
soothing affections with people in need 
of comfort, and supports and preserves 
existing pet-guardian relationships.

In partnership with:

Enclosed is a donation of: $___________

Name:  ____________________________________________________

Business Name:  ______________________________________________
(Only required if business name is to be listed as donor in the paper)

Address:  ___________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: _________________ / __________ / _____________

Email:  _____________________________________________________

Phone: _______________________________

I wish to designate my contribution as follows (select one):

 In my name as shown above          In the name of business above 

– OR –
 In honor of:    In memory of:    As a gift for:

___________________________________________________________
(Name of Person)

The Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund is a donor advised fund of Silicon Valley Community 
Foundation, a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. A contribution to this fund allows your donation 
to be tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law.

All donors and their gift amounts will be published in the Pleasanton Weekly unless 
the boxes below are checked.

 I wish to contribute anonymously.    

       Please withhold the amount of my contribution.

Make checks payable to Silicon Valley Community Foundation and send to:
05 – Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund
Silicon Valley Community Foundation

P.O. Box 45389
San Francisco, CA 94145-0389

For more information and to donate online, visit:
siliconvalleycf.org/pleasantonweeklyholidayfund

Donate online at siliconvalleycf.org/pleasantonweeklyholidayfund
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Carole Peterson & James Brice ...... **

Curt & Dana Hansen ..................... **

Randy & Emily Yim ...................... 100

Tim & Sharyn Henshaw ................. **

Jan & Bob Hermann .................... 250

Sarah & Vince Ciccarello ............... **

Mike & Christie Underwood ....... 100

Joe & Sue Silva .............................. **

Steve & Jane Decoite ..................... **

Ann & Tom Malko ....................... 200

Connie Cox ................................... **

Jim & Barbara Hollingsworth ......... **

Diane M. Wardin ........................... **

Shelley Despotakis ......................... 75

Tom & Sue Fox .............................. **

Peter MacDonald ........................ 200

Paul Stewart ................................ 400

Kathi & Phillip Vermont ................. **

Debra Zentner ............................. 200

Frank Yamello ............................. 100

Mike & Merry Sedlak ................... 500

Chuck & Mary Shoemaker ............ **

Diane Beebe .................................. **

Lou & Susan Astbury ................... 100

Tom & Helen Changras ................. 50

Ken & Barbara McDonald ............. **

Dorothy Maddox ........................... **

Felice Price C.F.P. .......................... 300

Jessica & Brad LaLuzerne ............. 500

Csencsits-Kunkmann Family ........ 150

Ken & Marilyn Villegas .................. **

Rui Zhang ...................................... **

IN MEMORY OF
Carl W. Pretzel,  
from Marilyn Pretzel ...................... **

Bill & Alice Marsh,  
from Audrey & William Sears ........ **

Gam & Papa Abbott,  
from The Casey Family .................. 25

Our Parents, Wayne &  
Anne Emery .................................. **

Janet Reichlin, from Mike, Lori & 
Michael Reichlin .......................... 200

Dennis Traille, from John &  
Barbara Severini .......................... 250

Bob Williams,  
from Mavis Williams ...................... **

Coach Tony Costello, from Michael & 
Cheryl Costello ............................ 250

Sarah Anne Lees, from Don & Judy 
Person ........................................... **

Woody Pereira,  
from Sylvia Pereira ....................... 200

Rick Aguiar & George Fargis,  
from Marianne Ottaway ............. 200

Eva Lim, from Sue King-Irwin &  
Hank Irwin .................................... 50

Betty Patrick .................................. **

Liane & Lynne Pruiksma,  
from Colleen Heller ....................... **

Lee B. Young,  
from Marsha Young ...................... **

Jerry Lemm, from Marilyn, Mark & 
Michele ......................................... **

Tracy Cink, from Vern Cink ........... **

Mike, Matt & Diane,  
from Spring Street Studios .......... 250

Rick Aguiar & George Fargis, Jr.,  
from Nancy Aguiar Fargis .............. **

Karl K. Witze ............................... 500

Bert Brook, from Dee Brook ........ 200

Robert C. Bush,  
from Arlene Bush ........................ 100

Elizabeth Ng, from Chris & Linda 
Coleman ..................................... 500

Mom & Dad, from Caroline Yu ..... 20

Nancy McClellan,  
from Ronald E. McClellan ........... 100

Beloved Xiaofan Han,  
from Xiaojun Mo’s Family .............. **

Betty Dawson,  
from Daniel Dawson ..................... **

Hank Gomez, Bob & Donna Williams, 
from Maureen Nokes &  
Frank Gomez .............................. 200

Jeri McMillin & Phil Arnott........... 100

Keith W. Mielke,  
from Patricia Mielke ...................... **

Sharon Dirkx ................................. **

Allison K. Pennisi ........................... **

Roger M. Horstman,  
from Deborah Horstman ............... **

Richard Brierly, from Stephanie & 
Haley England ............................. 100

Bernie Monahan,  
from Peggy Monahan ................. 500

Louis “Rusty” Hewitson,  
from Ron & Kathy Anderson ....... 200

David & Brien, from Sean Chase ... **

Husband, Bill Haraughty,  
from Anita V. Haraughty ............... **

Alex V. Spotorno, from The Alex V. 
Spotorno Family ............................ **

B. Wilson ....................................... **

Grandpa Tom & Grandma Marge, 
from Annie & Kevin .................... 150

Grandpa Ray & Grandma Terry,  
from Jeff & Nina .......................... 150

Hathily P. Johnson & Marcus E. 
Peterson, from Hathi Winston &  
Jerry Prettyman ........................... 200

Prima Family Loved Ones .............. **

Chris Beratlis, from Vic’s Coffee  
Shop Guys ................................... 260

Jim Snodgrass,  
from Virginia Snodgrass ................ **

Dr. Gerald Severin,  
from Charlotte Severin ................ 100

Frank & Evelyn Morgan,  
from Teresa & Frank Morgan......... **

Sylvia & Martin Miller,  
from Evan & Debra Miller ............ 100

James B. Kohnen,  
from Pat Kohnen ......................... 500

William & Emily Hirst,  
from Bill Hirst ................................ **

David Sumner,  
from Heather Sumner ................... 40

Marilyn Bowe, from James Bowe .. **

Bob Griffitts,  
from Sharron Morrison ................. **

BUSINESSES & ORGANIZATIONS
Charles Huff A.I.A. Architect ......... **

Compass - Tim McGuire Group ..1,000

Time 4 Order-Professinal  
Organizing .................................... **

J.E. Moore Air Conditioning Inc. ....250

Pleasanton Newcomers Club ... 1,000

7 Springs Properties - Esther Yu .. 250

Connext ...................................... 500

DeBernardi Development 
Construction Remodeling ............. **

P Town Push Rods .................... 1,000

IN HONOR OF
Joy of “5” Grandkids “SMMCB” 
from R&G Spicka ........................... **

My Family,  
from Eleanor Tandowsky ............... **

Hans Hansen,  
from Art & Tuny Dunkley .............. **

Ed Kinney Community Patriots...... **

In loving honor of my sisters,  
from Lisa Marie Fabian ................ 100

In loving honor of Trudy Fabian,  
from Lisa Marie Fabian ................ 100

In honor of our wonderful dad, Jeb 
Bing, from Kerry, Chris & Jenny ... 100

AS A GIFT FOR
Jon Threshie’s birthday .................. **

Those less fortunate,  
from Mark & LaRene Kidd............. **

NEWSFRONT

Bauer-Kahan also fielded ques-
tions from council members on 
housing and other topics.  

“One of the concerns that we 
hear a lot from our constituents 
is that the state continues to want 
us to build housing but is not 
willing to chip in on the infra-
structure. Do you see the state 
changing direction at all?” Mayor 
Jerry Thorne asked.
 Bauer-Kahan pointed to Gov. 
Gavin Newsom’s veto of Sen-
ate Bill 5 — legislation she and 
the Pleasanton council supported 
that would have provided up to 
$2 billion in annual state funding 
for affordable housing, but that 
the governor rejected citing fiscal 
constraints. 

She also acknowledged discus-
sions are already underway in 
Democrat circles in Sacramento 
to continue moving toward re-
ducing development impact fees 
to spur new housing projects.

“For them to start to take away 
the fees that help support our 
schools and infrastructure is not 
the direction we should be going 
in, and I think it is a giveaway to 
developers, to be frank with you, 
and a takeaway from the cities,” 
Bauer-Kahan said. 

On the housing front, the as-
semblywoman said she expects 
debates to pick up again very 
soon about SB 50, a bill by San 
Francisco Democrat Sen. Scott 

Wiener that aims to spur rapid 
housing development by relaxing 
standards for some residential 
projects and overriding local zon-
ing regulations near transit cor-
ridors and job hubs. 

The legislation, which was re-
classified as a two-year bill after 
its introduction in 2019, has 
been criticized by many suburban 
leaders as pushing an unfair “one 
size fits all” approach to housing 
solutions.
 The Pleasanton council took 
a formal position to oppose the 
original SB50 unless amended 
and Bauer-Kahan said she’d con-
tinue to advocate against the bill. 
Wiener’s legislation has also re-
cently received opposition from 
some local leaders and advocates 
in big cities like Los Angeles and 
San Francisco. 

In all, of the 2,625 bills intro-
duced by the State Legislature in 
2019, the City Council took a 
position on 26 of them — 16 of 
which were housing bills. Eight 
were signed into law, 17 be-
came two-year bills and one was 
vetoed. 

Of the housing bills that Pleas-
anton tracked closely and were 
ultimately passed into law, a 
handful focused on easing de-
velopment standards and regula-
tions on accessory dwelling units 
(ADUs), also known as “gran-
ny units.” State leaders see new 
ADUs as a way to increase the 
affordable housing stock.

Others had to do with stream-
lining the public review process 

for new housing developments. 
City staff honed in on SB 330, a 
new law that sunsets in 2025 with 
provisions such as a new “prelim-
inary application” process, a limit 
of five public hearings or less 
and a ban on any general plan or 
zoning changes (including voter 
initiatives) that would reduce or 
eliminate the ability to construct 
housing.
 Bauer-Kahan gave a brief run-
down of her original legislation 
from the year, with 10 of 13 bills 
making it to the governor’s desk. 
Those signed into law covered 
topics such as the procurement 
process for local public agencies 
on transportation projects, gun 
violence prevention and food al-
lergen safety. The only bill vetoed 
aimed to support preservation of 
Tesla Park outside Livermore.

Looking ahead to 2020, Bauer-
Kahan said that in addition to 
housing, key issues she’ll focus 
on include state funding for the 
Valley Link project, support for 
fire suppression and prevention, 
and the future of PG&E.

Niccolo De Luca, senior direc-
tor of the Tri-Valley municipali-
ties’ consultant firm, Townsend 
Public Affairs, also highlighted 
important legislative topics for 
the next year.

With housing at the top, the 
list included emergency prepared-
ness, PG&E bankruptcy, vaping, 
mental health funding, developer 
impact fees, Proposition 13 reform 
and a proposed “Drought, Parks 
and Climate Change Bond.” 

LEGISLATURE
Continued from Page 5

 Parks Reserve Forces Train-
ing Area (better known as Camp 
Parks) will save taxpayer money by 
using janitorial, pest control and 
solid waste services contracted by 
the city of Dublin, in what’s been 
called a “first-of-its kind agreement 
in the San Francisco Bay Area,” 
officials with the public agencies 
said. 

The $775,377 contract was ap-
proved at the Dec. 3 Dublin City 
Council meeting, and includes an 
administrative fee to cover vendor 
oversight and management by the 
city. 

Tri-Valley Janitorial, Amador 
Valley Industries and Advanced 
Integrated Pest Management will 
provide services “at a lower cost 
and better standard of perfor-
mance than the Army was or could 
contract for those services on its 
own,” according to city officials. 

Such public-public partnerships 
— also known as an intergovern-
mental support agreement (IGSA) 
— have become more common 
in the Department of Defense 
since they first received statutory 

authority by the National Defense 
Authorization Act of 2013. IGSA 
arrangements are a way for military 
bases and neighboring communi-
ties to share cost savings, cost 
avoidance, and better performance. 

The city of Dublin and Camp 
Parks have partnered on projects 
before — the Camp Parks History 
Center is one notable example — 
by using memorandums of agree-
ment (MOAs), but “this is the first 

IGSA and is a tremendous step for-
ward in codifying the relationship 
between the two organizations,” 
the city said.

Camp Parks, which operates as 
a mobilization and training center 
for the U.S. Army in central Dub-
lin, including battlefield simula-
tion and military intelligence, has 
been an important part of the Tri-
Valley since 1942. 

—Julia Baum

City of Dublin, U.S. Army reach 
‘first-of-its kind’ deal

Camp Parks will save money using city-contracted services 

CITY OF DUBLIN

The Dublin City Council and U.S. Army recently reached an agreement for 
Camp Parks to use city-contracted services, a deal expected to save taxpayer 
dollars for both agencies. 
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When Pat Sowa was new in Pleas-
anton a couple years ago, she was 
looking to make connections. She 
read in the newspaper about the 
Make A Difference Festival occurring 
each January and decided to stop by.

“I had moved to Northern Cali-
fornia from Southern California 
and I didn’t know anybody and 
needed something to do,” Sowa 
recalled. “I loved to cook, saw the 
world ‘kitchen,’ and thought that 
might be a good spot to be.”

She approached the booth of 
Open Heart Kitchen, the nonprofit 
group that feeds the hungry seven 
days a week at multiple locations in 
Pleasanton, Livermore and Dublin.

“They were so friendly,” Sowa 
said. “I was looking for a good pur-
pose, and it all fell into place.”

The Make A Difference Festival is 
being held on Jan. 18 at the Pleasan-
ton Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd., 
where dozens of volunteer groups 
will set up booths from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. The event previously took 
place at the library, but this year’s 
venue allows for more offerings.

“Because the library’s community 
room is temporarily housing city 
offices, this year’s festival is moving 
to the Senior Center, which gives 
us more room,” explained W. Ron 
Sutton, president of the local non-
profit Make A Difference, Today & 
Always, which produces the event. 

“That is why we are adding sections 
on wellness, and safety and emer-
gency preparedness.”

The expanded festival is well 
timed in January to help residents 
fulfill New Year’s resolutions to live 
healthier; to become prepared for 
an emergency; and to volunteer in 
the community.

The event always presents a 
unique chance for residents of all 
ages to look over volunteer op-
portunities, talk to those who work 
with them and see what fits. Or-
ganizations run the gamut, from 
helping other people to animals to 
the environment and more.

“The Make A Difference Festi-
val provides an easy way to ‘get 

connected and stay connected’ to 
our community,” Sutton said. “We 
will have nearly three dozen orga-
nizations seeking volunteers for a 
wide variety of community service 
projects that will be of interest to 
adults, families and teenagers.”

“You can find out in advance 

each group’s mission statement by 
visiting www.mad4p.org and click-
ing on ‘festival,’” Sutton added.

Sutton noted that while volun-
teering in the community is impor-
tant, so is time spent with family. 
Participants will be able to sign 
a banner with a vow for 2020: 

Make A Difference Festival to focus on volunteering  
along with wellness, emergency preparedness

Left: Holding up the 
welcome banner 
for the Make A 
Difference Festival 
coming Jan. 18 
are organizers 
(from left) Bruce 
Bird, Julie Eseltine, 
Interim Police 
Chief Craig Eicher, 
W. Ron Sutton, 
Robyn Morgan 
and Ken Mano. 
(Photo by Ryan 
J. Degan). Below 
left: Sutton hosts 
a booth for several 
community projects, 
including World 
Walk to Wellness. 
(Photo by Michelle 
Suski). Below right: 
Education director 
Sarah Schaefer shares 
the many programs 
offered at Museum 
on Main. (Photo by 
Michelle Suski)

MICHELLE SUSKI

Livermore-Amador Valley Garden Club member Surjit Kaira and president Jeri 
Stark explain to prospective members the many community service projects of 
the club.

Get Connected
Stay Connected

Emergency 
preparedness

Seminars are scheduled  
as follows:

•   11 a.m. — SKIP (Safety Kept 
in Place) training by Eden 
Information and Referral

•   11:30 a.m. — SKIP training 

•    Noon — Camping at Home: 
Emergency preparedness for 
people with disabilities, by 
CRIL.

•   1 p.m. — SKIP training.
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“I pledge to spend 50 hours of 
community service and another 50 
hours with my family.”

The new wellness section will 
include a chance to learn about 
weekly “walk ‘n’ talk” sessions 
with World Walk to Wellness 
and to get nutrition ideas from 
Juice Plus. Stanford-ValleyCare 
will have information about its 
health services, and there will be 
representatives from Community 
Resources for Independent Liv-
ing (CRIL), HERS Breast Cancer 
Foundation and Sandra J. Wing 
Healing Therapies Foundation, 
which provides different options 
for cancer patients.

The safety and emergency pre-
paredness area will have 15 dis-
plays that include how to create 
a 72-hour emergency kit; making 
an emergency communications 
plan; packing up food, medi-
cal supplies, cash and important 

documents; caring for family me-
mentos, and more. Representa-
tives from Livermore-Pleasanton 
Fire Department and Pleasanton 
Police Department will have in-
formational handouts, as will the 
American Red Cross.

Free seminars will be held through-
out the event on two subjects:
• “Camping Out at Home” — pre-
sented by CRIL.
• “How to Prepare for an Emer-
gency” — by Eden Information and 
Referral.

Sponsors of this year’s event are 
the Pleasanton Library and Rec-
reation Department, ACCUSPLIT 
Make A Difference Projects, Hively, 
Pleasanton Community of Character 
Collaborative, and Karlsson & Lane.

The festival is free, and every-
one is invited to attend and learn 
about volunteering and more. The 
first 500 to arrive will receive 
tote bags from Stanford Health 

Services. People can contribute 
canned food at the site, a collec-
tion added when organizers heard 
that the Alameda County food 
bank is running low.

Another fun feature will be a 
police car and an armored rescue 
vehicle for families to explore.

Make A Difference had its roots 
in President George H.W. Bush’s 
plea in the late 1980s for “a thou-
sand points of light,” encouraging 
people to volunteer in their com-
munities, Sutton said. This led to 
Make A Difference Day, the na-
tion’s largest day of service, being 
established in 1992 on the fourth 
Saturday of each October. Locally, 
Sutton organized a Clean Up the 
Arroyo event.

“But this conflicted with (Pleasan-
ton’s) band day,” recalled Sutton, “so 
we moved it to the weekend before.”

It soon became apparent that 
January was a better time for a 

day of service locally, and Sut-
ton’s community service efforts are 
now organized under the nonprofit 
group, Make A Difference, Today 
& Always. Its programs include 
the Fourth of July celebration and 
the Ed Kinney Community Patriot 
Awards in addition to the Make A 
Difference Festival each January.

“It is probably the single best 
opportunity to see a wide range 
of ways to get connected with the 
community, all in one spot at one 
time,” Sutton said. “It is the volun-
teer event of the year.”

“The timing is good, too, in 
January,” he added, “when people 
are thinking about how they might 
serve.”

“I believe that people want to be 
active, to do something,” Sutton said. 
“It’s about people who wanted to ‘Get 
Connected and Stay Connected,’” 
which is the theme of the festival.

The volunteer organizations 

consider the annual event their 
best chance to recruit help.

“It goes back to getting con-
nected,” Sutton said. “I love 
people discovering how they can 
find a way to serve that meets 
their needs and the needs of the 
organization.”

This is what happened with new-
comer Sowa, who now goes three 
days a week to help out Open 
Heart Kitchen.

“I’ve met such nice people, I’ve 
met friends,” Sowa said. “I just 
enjoy every minute I’m there.”

“Volunteer people are special,” 
she added.

Sutton emphasized that the vol-
unteers are the fortunate ones.

“People have said, ‘You’re nice 
for giving.’ And I said, ‘It makes 
me feel good. Isn’t that selfish?’” 
he shared. “I love when people can 
find things they love to do, and it 
uses their talents and goodwill.” 

Making a difference
The following nonprofit groups will be represented at the festival:

•  ACCUSPLIT Make A Difference 
Programs

•  Alameda County CASA (Court-
Appointed Special Advocates)

•  Alameda County Fairgrounds

•  American Association of 
University Women (AAUW)

•  American Cancer Society

•  Asian Pacific Islanders 
American Public Affairs

•  Assistance League of Amador 
Valley

•  Blankets for Kids

•  City of Pleasanton Library and 
Recreation Department

•  Culinary Angels

•  Drivers for Survivors

•  Go Green Initiative

•  Guide Dogs for the Blind-
Pleasanton Puppy Raisers

•  Hively

•  JustServe

•  Kids Against Hunger

•  Livermore-Amador Valley 
Garden Club

•  Love Never Fails

•  Lynnewood United Methodist 
Church

•  Museum on Main

•  NAMI Tri-Valley (National 
Alliance for Mental Illness)

•  Northern California Special 
Olympics

•  Open Heart Kitchen

•  Pleasanton Community of 
Character Coalition

•  Pleasanton Lions Club

•  Reins in Motion

•  Senior Support of the Tri-Valley

•  Stanford-ValleyCare Auxiliary

•  Sunflower Hill

•  Tri-Valley Haven

•  Tri-Valley Nonprofit Alliance

•  U.S. Census Bureau

•  Valley Children’s Museum

•  Valley Humane Society.

PHOTOS BY MICHELLE SUSKI

Above: Hundreds of visitors find meaningful volunteer opportunities at the 
Make A Difference Festival, which is being held this year at the spacious Senior 
Center. The extra room will allow new sections on Wellness and Safety & 
Emergency Preparedness. Left: A young visitor to the 2019 festival learns about 
raising a puppy for Guide Dogs for the Blind-Tri-Valley Puppy Raisers.
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Hit “refresh.”
The start of a new year gets 

us excited to do just that, al-
though perhaps not with a simple 
keystroke.

Exercise more. Eat healthier. 
These are the top two New Year’s 
resolutions, but perhaps goals 
should be less ambitious.

Make the bed every day. This 
sounded like a good organiza-
tional tool until recent studies 
showed that beds should not be 
made — rather, bedclothes should 
be pulled down all day to give 
the bedding a good airing. Who 
knew?

Eliminate fats from your diet. 
For years we were urged not to 
eat fats, and, indeed, lowfat foods 
became an industry. Now it turns 
out that only trans fats are bad for 
you; polyunsaturated and mono-
unsaturated fats are good for you; 
and saturated fats are somewhere 
in-between, according to Harvard 
Health. A good New Year’s resolu-
tion is to learn more about fats this 
year, then resolve to eat the right 
ones in 2021.

Here are a few simple sugges-
tions for this year:
• Perform random acts of kindness
• Go a day without checking 
email, Facebook or other online 
addiction
• Read a book a month
• Clean your cellphone regularly 
to rid it of the 25,127 bacteria 
per square inch it allegedly carries 
(for comparison: Doorknobs have 
8,643 bacteria per square inch, 
per Utah’s StateFoodSafety.com). 
Use the wipes provided at stores 
for grocery carts.
• Volunteer (see story, Page 12)
• Get prepared for an emergency 
(see story, Page 13)

Doesn’t it feel good to make res-
olutions? Let the glow take you at 
least through January. That will be 
one book read, one day free from 
email, and many acts of random 
kindness performed.

Are you discouraged that your 
resolutions never last long? Here 
is one that is eminently doable 
— drink more water. Start right 
now and raise that glass: Here’s 
to 2020! The year we began to 
hydrate properly. 

‘Refresh’ your life  
in 2020

Resolutions — an optimistic way to start  
the year off right

STEPHEN SCHAUER

Bluegrass with attitude
Special Consensus, known for its “bluegrass with attitude,” is returning to the Firehouse Arts Center at 8 p.m 
on Jan. 17, coming straight off its 2019 Grammy nomination for Best Bluegrass Album of the Year. Special 
C is celebrating four decades of bluegrass in classic vein, with a modern edge, spotless vocals and boundless 
energy. Tickets are $15-$25. Go to www.firehousearts.org, call 931-4848, or purchase at the theater box 
office, 4444 Railroad Ave. 

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

A new Steinway concert grand 
piano officially made its debut at 
the Bankhead Theater on Dec. 7 
when Livermore-Amador Sympho-
ny performed its “Winter Dreams” 
concert, which included the “Car-
nival of the Animals” by Camille 
Saint-Saëns. This piece includes 
two pianos in the full orchestral 
score, and the new Steinway was 
one of the two grand pianos used.

Internationally acclaimed pia-
nist Jon Nakamatsu, who has per-
formed at the Bankhead Theater 
multiple times, assisted in the 
selection of the new piano. He 
played several pieces on each of 
five possible instruments, which 
were judged on sound and per-
formance quality, and the Stein-
way Concert Grand Model D was 
selected.

The Bankhead hosts dozens of 
performances each year requiring 
the use of a piano — from classi-
cal to rock, jazz and other musical 
genres. Given the high level of use 
and replacement cost, rather than 
purchase the new piano outright, 
its lease agreement allows for re-
placement with a new instrument 
in seven years. 

The new piano replaces an ear-
lier Steinway model that was pur-
chased by Jean King as a donation 
to the newly opened Bankhead 
Theater in 2007. The list price for 

the new piano is $176,300, but 
the old piano was traded in and 
a price for a seven-year lease was 
negotiated.

Initial funding for the new Stein-
way came from donors Linda Tin-
ney and Ron and Jo Ann Koop-
man, which allowed the piano 
to be delivered in time for the 

concert. A Bankhead Piano Fund 
has now been created to raise 
money to cover the ongoing costs 
of the piano lease, tuning and 
maintenance.

For more information on the 
fund or to make a donation, con-
tact Steve Glavan at 583-2304 or 
sglaven@lvpac.org. 

Steinway makes debut
New piano begins career at Bankhead with Saint-Saëns

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Internationally acclaimed pianist Jon Nakamatsu, shown with donors Jo Ann 
Koopman (left) and Linda Tinney, and (seated) Scott Kenison, executive 
director of Livermore Valley Performing Arts Center, lent his expertise in 
selecting a new grand piano for the Bankhead Theater.

Tri-Valley Repertory Theatre is 
presenting the sunny and funny 
musical, “Mamma Mia!” opening 
Jan. 18 at the Bankhead Theater.

Set to the hits of ABBA, “Mamma 
Mia!” is the humorous story of a 
young woman’s search for her birth 
father on the eve of her wedding 
at her mother’s hotel on a Greek 
island paradise. Her quest brings 
three men from her mother’s past 
back to the island they last visited 
20 years ago.

The production is produced by 
Kathleen Breedveld, who is also the 
director along with Brian Olkows-
ki. Musical director is Sierra 

Dee-Rankin; choreography is by 
Meghan Hornbacker. Lead parts 
are Annemarie Martin as Donna; 
Robert Lopez as Sam; and Jillian 
Abney as Sophie.

The show will run through Feb. 
2, with Fridays and Saturdays per-
formances at 8 p.m., and Sundays 
matinees at 2 p.m. plus a Saturday 
matinee on Feb. 1. Tickets are $21-
$39. Call 373-6800, visit lvpac.org, 
or go to the box office, 2400 First 
St., Livermore.

For more information about Tri-
Valley Repertory Theatre, go to 
www.trivalleyrep.org. 

—Dolores Fox Ciardelli

‘Mamma Mia!’  
at the Bankhead

ABBA hits backdrop for fun Greek romance
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It’s still beating ... in Pleasanton
The Heart of Rock and Roll, a tribute band for ‘80s super-group Huey 
Lewis & The News, will kick off the new year with two shows at the 
Firehouse Arts Center in downtown Pleasanton, next Friday (Jan. 10) and 
Saturday (Jan. 11) at 8 p.m. The seven-man band delivers high-energy rock 
while playing all of the Huey Lewis hits — including the song that inspired 
the tribute’s name. Tickets cost $25-$35. Go to firehousearts.org, call 931-
4848 or visit the Firehouse box office at 4444 Railroad Ave.

Eco-floral designers Armando 
De Loera and Adam Schindler 
from Rose and Thorn Design will 
be at next week’s meeting of the 
Livermore Amador Valley Garden 
Club, presenting “Bloomed This 
Way! Beauty and Sustainability 
Together as One.”

Rose and Thorn Design, which 
is California Green Business-cer-
tified and based out of San Fran-
cisco, has designers who have 
taken floral design to the next 
level and want to share their 
eco-friendly knowledge, experi-
ence and beautification with the 
world.

De Loera plans to cover several 
topics:
• Household hunt — repurposing 
household items as a decorative 
design element.
• Garden scents — blossoming 
fragrance expression in f loral 
arrangements.
• Pop of color — evoking emo-
tions using colorful California-
grown flowers.

Six floral designs will be cre-
ated during the program.

Rose and Thorn Design has 
won state and national competi-
tions and exhibitions held at the 

De Young Museum, Saks Fifth 
Avenue and the annual Oakland 
Tulip Exhibition. 

The meeting begins at 7 p.m. 
next Thursday ( Jan. 9) in the 
multipurpose room at Alisal 

Elementary School, 1454 Santa 
Rita Road. Everyone is welcome. 
For more information about the 
club, visit www.lavgc.org. 

—Dolores Fox Ciardelli

Eco-floral designers to speak  
at garden club

Topics to focus on beauty and sustainability

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Eco-floral designers Adam Schindler and Armando De Loera from Rose 
and Thorn Design will create six floral designs at next week’s meeting of the 
Livermore Amador Valley Garden Club.

FENTON KRAMER

Wreaths Across Pleasanton
Some 100 volunteers gathered to place Christmas wreaths on the more than 600 military veterans’ gravesites at adjoining Pleasanton Pioneer and St. Elizabeth Catholic cemeteries on Dec. 
14. Held in the spirit of the national Wreaths Across America effort, the Pleasanton event was organized and led by Venture Crew 937, a co-ed branch of Boy Scouts of America. Supporting 
organizations and businesses included Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 6298, American Legion Post 237, The Lions Club, Trinity Lutheran Church, Home Depot and various local Christmas 
tree sales locations.



Page 16 • January 3, 2020 • Pleasanton Weekly

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

The Community of Character 
Collaborative has selected four high 
school seniors to receive this year’s 
Juanita Haugen Memorial Scholar-
ships in recognition of their commu-
nity involvement.

The teens will be honored at a 
luncheon in May along with other 
people actively working for the ben-
efit of others, displaying the char-
acteristics of compassion, honesty, 
respect, responsibility, integrity and 
self-discipline.

Trinity Chang

Trinity Chang 
is a senior at Foot-
hill High School; 
her parents are 
Sophie Liu and 
Eric Chang, first-
generation im-
migrants from 
Taiwan. Chang 
credits her par-
ents with instilling in her the core 
beliefs of “work hard, be grateful and 
give back.”

After she struggled in high school 
to find a healthy balance between 
school and life, Chang founded the 
“Safe Haven,” a club where everyone 

can feel comfortable and discuss 
issues important to them. She is 
an advocate for mental health, and 
has spoken at the school district 
summer leadership symposium 
and PPIE’s Fall Gala, advocating for 
mental awareness and education on 
campuses.

This past summer, Chang served 
as an intern for the Go Green Initia-
tive, working with the school district 
and city to help the community 
become more eco-conscious. She is 
also co-president of Foothill High 
DECA, co-president of the Foothill 
National Honor Society Chapter, a 
commissioner on Pleasanton’s Youth 
Commission and principal cellist 
of the Oakland Symphony Youth 
Orchestra. 

Alexander Chen

Alexander Chen, a senior at Foot-
hill, is also a first-generation Ameri-
can, the son of Ke Chen and Yuan 
Liu.

Chen came to believe in the power 
of determination and self-discipline 
after developing a sudden-onset 
stutter in childhood, and he is the 
founder of “A Free Voice,” a regional 
stuttering support and advocacy or-
ganization. He is also a vice president 

of the Foothill 
Model United 
Nations team, 
which he joined 
to improve his 
public speaking 
skills.

Through this 
work, Chen has 
realized that he 
wants to help 
those in need. In response to the 
2018 Parkland shooting, he became 
one of the main student leaders of 
the Foothill walkout as well as the 
Tri-Valley March for Our Lives and is 
a gun reform activist.

Chen is also editor-in-chief of 
the Foothill newspaper, The Talon 
Times, an emergency room volunteer 
at Stanford Health Care-ValleyCare 
hospital, and a varsity water polo 
player. Also, intrigued with the bio-
logical origins of his stutter, he has 
interned with the UC San Diego 
Research Scholars Program, the UC 
Davis Young Scholars Program and 
the Stanford Summer Institutes of 
Medical Research.

Olivia Ferrari

Olivia Ferrari, a senior at Amador 
Valley High School, is the daughter 

of Jason and Diane Ferrari. She attri-
butes her compassion for those with 
special needs to her neighbor, Dylan, 
a nonverbal quadriplegic whom she 
has known since she was 5, and 
she has joined “Night to Shine,” a 
prom-like event for those with spe-
cial needs.

At school, Fer-
rari and her old 
friends always in-
vite new friends 
and even strang-
ers to sit with 
them at lunch, 
making their 
table a safe haven 
where all are ac-
cepted. She also passes out sunflow-
ers to those at school who look like 
they could use some sunshine.

Ferrari’s other volunteer activities 
include knitting hats for premature 
babies, Adopt a Family, raising dona-
tions for a local NICU, Hively, Open 
Heart Kitchen, Kids Against Hunger, 
Wreaths Across America and Blan-
kets for Kids. She also has partici-
pated in the French Honors Society, 
Ukulele Club, Girl Up Club, Botany 
Club and held leadership positions 
since elementary and middle school, 
including in youth programs of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints.

Jessica Luan

Jessica Luan is also a senior at 
Amador Valley, and her parents are 

Shaofeng Luan and Jing Wu. Jes-
sica was born in Rolla, Mo., and 
noted that although small it fostered 
a thriving multicultural community.

When Luan started high school, 
she noticed that food scraps, paper, 
plastic bottles and all the trash were 
thrown in the same gray bin. Con-
cerned, she joined the Environment 
Club, Local Leaders of the 21st Cen-
tury, and the school’s Green Team and 
has learned that students can shape 
school policy and enact change. She 
overcame her fear of public speaking 
to promote environmental issues.

Luan holds a black belt in tae-
kwondo; has conducted pharmaceu-
tical science research at the Uni-
versity of Iowa on optimizing gene 
delivery for bone cell growth; is a ju-
nior volunteer at Stanford-ValleyCare 
hospital; and a four-year member of 
the girls’ golf team.

She said she 
is grateful to her 
parents, who left 
their homes and 
native tongue 
to provide a life 
better for their 
children, and 
feels a sense of 
responsibility to 
be a good role model for her younger 
siblings, Ari and Max.

The scholarships were created in 
memory of Juanita Haugen, found-
er of the Community of Charac-
ter collaborative, who was a former 
president of the school board and 
also active in the California School 
Boards Association. For more in-
formation, visit www.CommunityOf
Character.org. 

An annual magazine featuring  
the neighborhoods of Pleasanton 

and surrounding areas. 

Coming inside your  
Pleasanton Weekly on 
February 21, 2020

ATTENTION ADVERTISERS 

Get your ad featured inside  
Our Neighborhoods. Learn more  

by calling: 925.600.0840

ONur eighborhoods

Our Neighborhoods showcases selected 
neighborhoods and captures the 
particular qualities that make it unique.

Each Neighborhood profile includes 
local features — such as parks and 
shopping centers — and a fact box 
including the median home sale price, 
how many homes were sold and the 
nearby schools.

Our Neighborhoods is a great resource 
for current residents or those looking 
to relocate to the Tri-Valley.

After GlowAfter Glow

Four teens selected for Haugen scholarships
High school seniors lauded for exemplifying community values

BY JULIA BAUM

Tri-Valley residents have one 
final chance to catch “Worth a 
Thousand Words” at the Bankhead 
Theater in Livermore this week-
end, before the exhibit that melds 
together the written word and 
visual arts disappears for good. 

“Art & Wine Intertwined,” a free 
event this Saturday, marks the end 
of the collaboration between Liver-
more’s poet laureate Cynthia Pat-
ton and Anne Giancola, visual arts 
manager for the Livermore Valley 
Performing Arts Center, which fea-
tures original artwork paired with 
poetry for one last time. 

A poetry walk will offer “a very 
special tour” of the exhibit while 
poets read their works by the 
art that inspired them, and there 
will be a special display featuring 
poetry from winners of the city 
of Livermore’s Teen Poet of the 
Month contest. Handbags made 
from upcycled book covers and 
a child’s dress made from book 
pages also add interest, and many 
pieces will be for sale during the 
event.

A demonstration of the ancient 
art of calligraphy by artist Wei-
Ting Chuang and live music by 

jazz group Mombo Combo sets the 
mood for wine tastings from El-
liston Vineyards, Fenestra Winery, 
and Steven Kent Winery. 

“Art & Wine Intertwined” is on 
Saturday from 1:30-3:30pm at the 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St. 
For more information, visit www.
lvpac.org. 

‘Art & Wine Intertwined’

Trinity Chang

Alexander 
Chen

Olivia Ferrari

Jessica Luan

“Rinse and Repeat,” by Owen Aurelio.
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As we celebrate our 20th 

anniversary as the Tri-Valley’s most 

trusted news source, we also look 

ahead to sustaining our award-

winning journalism in the 

decades to come.

With local retail advertising steadily 

declining around the nation, the 

future of local journalism is in the hands of our readers. Only with 

your direct support as a subscribing member can we retain our professional 

journalists and continue to provide insightful and engaging coverage of the 

community.

Please join your neighbors and friends in keeping strong 
journalism alive in your community. 

For just $10 a month, or 33 cents a day, you can do your part to ensure that 

a free and responsible press continues to hold institutions accountable.

Learn more and sign up for membership at 
pleasantonweekly.com/join

Tri-Valley readers,  
what is local journalism worth to you?

DanvilleSan Ramon.com
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The Pleasanton Police Department made 
the following information available. 

Dec. 24
Theft

 7:28 a.m., 4400 block of Sandalwood 
Drive; stolen auto recovery

 9:12 a.m., 5000 block of Foothill 
Road; auto theft

 2:47 p.m. on the 1500 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

 7:08 p.m., 100 block of West Neal 
Street; theft from auto

Burglary

 6:49 a.m. on the 1900 block of Santa 
Rita Road

 7:04 a.m. on the 1900 block of Santa 
Rita Road

Trespassing

 10:51 a.m. on the 4900 block of 
Forest Hill Drive

Vandalism

 6:15 p.m. on the 11900 block of 
Dublin Canyon Road

Dec. 23
Theft

 8:08 a.m., 4800 block of Bernal 
Avenue; theft from auto

 9:53 a.m., 3100 block of Chardonnay 
Drive; auto theft

 4:56 p.m., 5700 block of Johnson 
Drive; shoplifting

 5:31 p.m. on the 1200 block of 
Ridgewood Drive

 9:02 p.m., 4500 block of Rosewood 
Drive; theft from structure

Burglary

 10:01 a.m. on the 7600 block of 
Flagstone Drive

 10:49 a.m. on the 5800 block of 
Owens Drive

Fraud

 6:10 p.m. on the 3600 block of 
Kirkcaldy Court

Dec. 22
Robbery

 8:32 p.m. on the 1000 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

Drug violation

 2:21 p.m. on the 1000 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

 3:58 p.m. on the 1000 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

 6:39 p.m. at Valley and Bernal 
avenues

Theft

 5:16 p.m., 6400 block of Stoneridge 
Mall Road; bicycle theft

 8:31 p.m., 1300 block of Stoneridge 
Mall Road; shoplifting

Assault/battery

 1:24 p.m. on the 1400 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

DUI

 1:23 a.m. on the 1500 block of 
Hopyard Road

Vandalism

 3:56 p.m. on the 1000 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

Dec. 21
Theft

 3:59 p.m. on the 4500 block of 
Rosewood Drive

 4:16 p.m., 1400 block of Stoneridge 
Mall Road; shoplifting

 7:08 p.m., 1500 block of Stoneridge 
Mall Road; auto theft

Robbery

 8:11 p.m. on the 1000 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

Vandalism

 4:34 p.m. on the 1700 block of Santa 
Rita Road

Drug violation

 10:18 p.m. on the 5900 block of 
Parkside Drive

POLICE REPORT

Dublin memorial 
honors fallen deputy on 
somber anniversary

Dublin Police Services has paid 
tribute this holiday season to an 
Alameda County Sheriff’s Office 
deputy who while responding to a 
robbery in progress in Dublin 21 
years ago.

A Christmas tree and wreath in 
the lobby of department headquar-
ters, both adorned in blue, during 
December served as a memorial to 
Deputy John Paul Monego, who 
was the first law enforcement officer 
slain in the line of duty in the city’s 
history.

“Twenty-one years ago today, 
Dublin Police Deputy John Paul 
Monego was killed mercilessly in 
the line of duty. Let us never forget 
the ultimate sacrifice that he made, 
and the young family he left behind, 
while serving our community,” DPS 
said in a post on Twitter on Dec. 12, 

the anniversary of Monego’s death.
Monego, a 13-year sheriff’s office 

deputy assigned to DPS, responded 
to a 9-1-1 hangup at the Outback 
Steakhouse on Regional Street near 
Interstate 580 late at night on Dec. 

11, 1998 — but unbeknownst to 
Monego, the hangup call had actu-
ally come during a strong-arm rob-
bery with hostages in progress.   

Monego was the second deputy 
to arrive on scene; the first deputy 
had gone inside the restaurant to in-
vestigate but she was overpowered 
by three robbers, who then took her 
gun, according to the “Officer Down 

Memorial Page,” which honors law 
enforcement personnel killed on 
duty nationwide and retells their 
stories.

As Monego approached the front 
door, an armed robber opened fire 
through a glass window, striking 
the deputy in the chest just above 
his protective vest. As Monego fell, 
the shooter walked outside and shot 
the deputy five more times at close 
range. 

The robbers all fled the scene. 
Monego was transported to a local 
hospital but was pronounced dead 
shortly after midnight on Dec. 12, 
1998. 

The culprits were later arrested 
after a short pursuit. Each would be 
convicted of various counts at trial. 

Monego was 33 years old and 
lived in Brentwood with his 
wife Tammy and 18-month-old 
son Dominic at the time of his 
death, according to city officials. 
The longtime deputy had been 
assigned to DPS — as part of 
the city’s police contract with the 
sheriff’s office — for just under a 
year when he was killed, the San 
Francisco Chronicle reported at 
the time. 

—Jeremy Walsh

POLICE BULLETIN

On December 22, 2019, 

Herman Lewis, Jr. passed 

peacefully in his sleep. Born in 

Oakland on August 18, 1932, 

Herman developed a strong 

work ethic from a very early 

age while assisting his father 

during the Depression era. He 

also developed a rebellious 

spirit in order to overcome an 

education system that did not 

understand his severe dyslexia 

at that time. This experience 

did not impact his enthusiasm for learning which he 

maintained throughout his life. He especially enjoyed nature 

and cataloged many of the birds and wildlife he encountered 

in the Bay Area outdoors. He later volunteered for animal 

organizations and assisted rescuing local strays that he 

found as well as attempting to have the city post warning 

signs on busy rural roads to protect the many wild turkeys. 

Another of his passions was physical fitness; from his self-

taught understanding of fitness that began during his teens, 

he eventually set a weightlifting world record for his weight 

class. After serving in the Air Force during the Korean War, 

he became a successful barber known for not only his skill 

but also his stories. 

Never one to want to be stagnant, he eventually utilized 

his knowledge of physical fitness to build a successful health 

food business which he ran until his retirement. Widely 

known by many, especially in Pleasanton, for his unique 

philosophies and wisdom, he was truly a one-of-a-kind 

individual to anyone who met him. 

He was preceded by his daughter Sherlee and is survived 

by his wife Nancy, son Vincent, and nephew Herman. 

A visitation will be held on Thursday, January 9 at 

4:00pm-8:00pm at Graham-Hitch Mortuary, 4167 First St, 

Pleasanton. The memorial service will be on Friday, January 

10 at 10:30am at St. Augustine Church, 3999 Bernal Ave, 

Pleasanton. 

In lieu of flowers, please send a donation to Tri-Valley 

Animal Rescue at https://www.tvar.org/ or their mailing 

address, P.O. Box 11143, Pleasanton, CA 94588.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Herman Paul Lewis Jr
August 18, 1932 – December 22, 2019

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Judith Frances Farro
March 9, 1940 – December 12, 2019

Judy went to be with her Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ on December 
12 after a short illness. Her last day 
was in the company of her loving 
family. 

Judy was born and raised in 
Oakland, California. She went 
to St. Elizabeth’s grammar and 
high schools and graduated from 
Providence College of Nursing 
with an RN degree. Judy lovingly 
cared for her patients for 48 years, 
33 years at Providence Hospital and 15 years at Washington 
Hospital.

Judy was preceded in death by her parents William (Bill) 
and Lorraine Hansen and grandson Kaden Farro.

Judy was married to her loving husband Donald (Don) 
for 58 years and had four sons, Stephen, Kenneth (Laura), 
Brian (Shelley), Ricky (Tamarra), with 10 grandchildren 
and 3 great grandchildren. 

Judy’s brother Thomas (Patty) Hansen and their children 
were constant people in her life. Her nieces and nephews 
and cousins were always close to Judy also. She will be 
greatly missed. 

Judy was active in her faith as a communion minister 
and daily mass attendee at The Catholic Community of 
Pleasanton. 

There will be a celebration of life for Judy on January 
11, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. at St. Elizabeth Seton Church, 4001 
Stoneridge Drive, Pleasanton, CA 94588.

In lieu of f lowers, donations can be made to St. 
Elizabeth Elementary School, 1516 33rd Avenue, Oakland,  
CA 94601, www.saintelizabeth.us

CITY OF DUBLIN

Wreath 
displayed at 
Dublin police 
headquarters 
pays tribute to 
Deputy John 
Paul Monego, 
who was killed 
in the line of 
duty in Dublin 
in 1998.

COMMUNITY PULSE

  Lasting 
Memories

An online directory of obituaries 
and remembrances.

PleasantonWeekly.com/
obituaries
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RE: ‘The cost of traffic 
calming’

Dear Editor,
 There is another solution to the 
“traffic calming” on Bernal (“The cost 
of traffic calming,” Dec. 13, 2019) 
that was not mentioned in the cover 
story. 
 This solution costs nothing, can 
be implemented immediately, re-
quires no construction to demol-
ish or permanently alter property, 
uproot animal habitats or eliminate 
valuable heritage trees, and in fact 
was accomplished quite recently and 
quite successfully. 
 That proposal is to open the mid-
dle lane of First Street to south-
bound traffic in the mornings during 
rush hour and thus channel traffic 
away from Bernal Avenue altogether. 
 Pleasanton residents will recall 
that this middle lane-opening mea-
sure was implemented for many 
weeks on First Street this summer 
to enable construction. This pro-
posed solution is simple, it has been 
proven to work, is costless and it 

can even be eliminated during sum-
mer months when morning traffic is 
lighter. 
 It optimizes use of under-utilized, 
five-lane First Street, over two-lane 
Bernal Avenue, no one is inconve-
nienced, and it postpones construc-
tion decisions until the Downtown 
Specific Plan arrives with its cur-
rently unknown elements. 

—Douglas Herz

Vote Yes on Measure P to 
build Wine Country Hotel

 I wholeheartedly support a “Yes” 
vote on Measure P on March 3 to 
build the Wine Country Hotel now 
adjacent to the Bankhead Theater, 
part of the already approved down-
town plan in Livermore.
 This 130-room, high-quality des-
tination hotel is just what the city 
needs to support the downtown res-
taurants and arts district, and attract 
visitors to dozens of area wineries. I 
am very excited to see the progress 
being made to the approved plan, 
which will also feature a science 

center, a black-box theater support-
ing diverse arts organizations and a 
spacious Stockmen’s Park.  
 Voting Yes for the Wine Country 
Hotel will provide the downtown 
with 99 extra parking spaces, and 
130 units of desperately-needed af-
fordable units for our local work-
force. It will attract people to the 
many wonderful performances at 
the Bankhead Theater. The approved 
plan is the result of a multiyear 
collaborative effort involving many 
community members, local busi-
nesses and organizations, and city 
officials who ran on, and were elect-
ed, supporting this plan. 
 Let’s all join together and continue 
moving this project forward.

—Larry Lagin

Downtown Livermore

 We have been here since 1964. 
Livermore is a fabulous town. We 
love it, and we are about to love it 

even more.
 Downtown has needed attention 
for a very long time and our mayor, 
City Council and city staff have done 
everything right. 
 They have studied all options in 
depth from every possible angle. 
They have taken tremendous input 
from stakeholders, residents, our 
downtown businesses, our wonder-
ful wine country businesses, and 
experts in the know. We gave our 
elected officials a huge approval rat-
ing in the last election because they 
are doing everything right.
 We mustn’t be distracted by a 
small group of people whose ideas 
would change our town forever. This 
is the moment we have waited for. 
This is when we should all come 
together and celebrate the progress 
and applaud the proposed Bankhead 
hotel because it is just what we need 
and it doesn’t destroy the wonderful 
character of our great town. 

—Kathleen Streeter

 California is at a water crossroads. 
 We can continue our costly, 
100-year-old pattern of trying to 
find new water supplies, or we can 
choose instead to focus on smarter 
ways of using — and reusing — 
what we already have.
 With a population projected to 
top 50 million by mid-century, a 
booming economy and a chang-
ing climate, there is no question 
we need to shore up our water 
systems. But we don’t need an 
all-of-the-above strategy that sacri-
fices affordability and environmen-
tal health. Just like with energy, 
we must focus on the solutions 
that are better for our planet and 
pocketbooks. 
 The cheapest water is the water 
we save.
 Californians have made real 
strides to conserve over the past 
several decades. San Francisco and 
Los Angeles use the same amount 
(or less) water today as they did 
30 years ago, despite substantial 
growth. 
 And farmers have dramatically 
increased economic output over 

the last 30 years while using the 
same amount of water — effec-
tively producing more food and 
income for every drop of water.
 But far more can be done.
 Research from the Pacific In-
stitute found that appliance and 
fixture upgrades, leak repair and 
landscape changes could reduce 
urban water use by up to 5 million 
acre-feet annually — enough water 
to supply more than 13 million 
families for a year.
 On farms, precision irrigation 
and other water-wise practices 
could reduce water use by 6 mil-
lion to 7 million acre-feet annu-
ally while maintaining food pro-
duction and farmer income. This 
untapped potential for water ef-
ficiency should always be our first 
step towards water security. 
 There are also new, innovative 
sources of local supply.
 Less than 20% of urban waste-
water is being reused. There are 
still more than a million acre-feet of 
treated water we could reclaim to 
meet local needs. Water reuse op-
portunities can be found across the 

state, but are especially important 
in coastal areas, where waste(d) 
water is discharged into and pol-
lutes estuaries and the ocean.
 Urban runoff is another viable 
local option. Our cities were de-
signed to remove rainwater to re-
duce flood risk, literally flushing 
freshwater down storm drains. 
Rain gardens, green streets, and 
parks can help us catch and store 
more rain. 
 While gray infrastructure like 
pipes and pumps will continue to 
play an important role in our water 
system, green infrastructure can 
turn urban spaces into a sponge 
that allows water to sink into the 
ground to replenish underground 
aquifers for later use. 
 Water efficiency, reuse and rain-
water capture not only save money 
compared with costly sources like 
seawater desalination, they also 
save energy and reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions, which will be key 
for avoiding unmanageable climate 
impacts. 
 Water conservation during Cali-
fornia’s last drought saved enough 

electricity to power the cities of 
Berkeley, Burbank and Santa Cruz 
for a year. Less energy use means 
less power plant pollution, helping 
California achieve our clean air and 
climate goals.
 There are other benefits to con-
sider as well. Reuse reduces the 
need to divert water from streams 
already stressed by rising tempera-
tures and shrinking snowpack and 
can curb ocean pollution associated 
with sewage outfalls. Plants used 
to soak up runoff also filter out 
oil, fertilizer and other chemicals 
before they reach our water supply. 
And, of course, green spaces help 
to cool and beautify communities 
while providing a place for people 
to enjoy the outdoors.  
 California has a chance to model 
what a truly resilient water system 
looks like, combining nature and 
technology to make the most of 
every drop and dollar. Just as we 
are doing in the energy sector, we 
should be focusing on no-regrets 
water projects that make economic 
and environmental sense. 
 As state leaders work to meet 
Gov. Gavin Newsom’s call for a 
21st century California water plan, 
I urge them to focus on sources that 
are both cost-effective and climate 
smart. 

Editor’s note: Heather Cooley serves 
as director of research at the Pacific 
Institute, hcooley@pacinst.org. She 

wrote this commentary for CalMatters.

California can solve its water shortage 
with the water we have. Here’s how
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GUEST OPINION
BY HEATHER COOLEY FOR CALMATTERS

LETTERS

Election letters

The Pleasanton Weekly will accept letters to the editor of up to 250 
words on issues related to the primary election until 5 p.m. Feb. 23. 
Letters are published based on order of receipt and space availability, 
among other factors. We will publish only one letter per person per 
election topic this winter, and we reserve the right to edit contributions 
for length, objectionable content, libel and factual errors known to us. 
Anonymous letters will generally not be accepted. Send via email to 
editor@pleasantonweekly.com.

Code of ethics
The Pleasanton Weekly seeks to adhere to the highest level of ethical 
standards in journalism, including the Code of Ethics, by the Society of 
Professional Journalists. To review the text of the Code, please visit our 
website at www.PleasantonWeekly.com.
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Prost! These longtime Pleasanton friends really got into the spirit during Oktoberfest 
in Munich, Germany earlier this year. Pictured are Don and Kelly Errigo, Paul and Jill 
DiPiazza, Tom and Teri Spivey, Gary and Lisa O’Neal, Tim and Kathy Soldati, Dan 
and Janeen Brumm, Danny and Monica Hobbs, and Herb and Cathy Ritter. 

Swiss Alps: 
Camille and 
Timothy Krukiel 
went to Montreux, 
Switzerland this 
fall, enjoying the 
nice warm weather 
for their stay at 
the Fairmont Le 
Montreux Palace, 
which overlooks the 
breathtaking view 
of Lake Geneva 
with the Alps in 
the background. 
Montreux is a 
beautiful peaceful 
traditional town 
known for its 
microclimate and 
the Montreux Jazz 
Festival.

Mission to Bolivia: 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
and Valley Community 
Church sent a mission 
team to Cochabamba, 
Bolivia this summer 
to share Vacation 
Bible School program 
with the children of 
Niños con Valor — an 
organization with 
homes for children who 
have been orphaned, 
abandoned or removed 
from dangerous 
situations. NCV was 
created to respond to 
the gaps in the childcare 
system in Bolivia.

A lake view: Pleasanton resident Debbie Nappo spent three 
weeks in Italy and Germany with cousin Sharon Albertoni 
from Petaluma. While visiting family and enjoying the sites 
on Lake Como, they decided to Take Us Along!

Cruisin’ past the tower: Gail James and Jeanne Keller 
enjoyed many sites in Paris, including a cruise down the 
Seine River that passed by the Eiffel Tower.

Outside the 
castle: Owen, 
Gina, Cameron 
and Peter Cold 
took the Weekly 
to Malahide 
Castle in Ireland 
during their 
European 
vacation, which 
also included 
stops in 
Barcelona and 
London. This 
castle was one 
of the longest-
occupied 
castles, from 
1185 to 1975.

Take Us Along
Send us your “Take Us Along” entry today!  

Email your photograph and caption information to editor@pleasantonweekly.com. 
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In a potentially historic move, the 
Alameda County Board of Supervi-
sors voted unanimously last week 
to sell the county’s half ownership of 
the 155-acre Coliseum complex to 
the Oakland Athletics baseball team 
for $85 million.

The county and the city of Oakland 
have jointly owned the Coliseum 
complex since 1964, but county lead-
ers decided in 2015 that they wanted 
to sell their share in the property so 
they could get out of the sports busi-
ness and focus on their core mission 
of providing social services.

The county has been in talks with 
the city since 2015 about selling its 
share to the city, but the talks broke 
down in February.

The Board of Supervisors voted 

April 23 to authorize negotiations 
with the A’s about selling its share to 
the team, but the city filed suit Sept. 
27 to try to stop the county from 
doing so.

However, the Oakland City Coun-
cil voted last month to drop the 
lawsuit and enter into exclusive ne-
gotiations with the A’s to sell the city’s 
share of the Coliseum to the team.

The A’s, who currently play at 
the aging baseball stadium at the 
Coliseum site, are pursuing a plan to 
build a new baseball-only stadium at 
the Howard Terminal waterfront site 
north of Jack London Square that 
would be ready for the 2023 season.

The baseball team simultaneously 
wants to redevelop the Coliseum 
complex into a site that could include 

a large park, housing and businesses.
The A’s will put down $5 million 

immediately as a deposit, which will 
remain in escrow for 190 days while 
the county conducts a due diligence 
period before the deal is finalized.

The A’s will pay $10 million a year 
to the county until 2023 and $15 
million a year from 2024 to 2026. 
The A’s also will pay the county’s $5 
million annual tab for operating costs 
at the Coliseum.

Alameda County Supervisor Nate 
Miley said the purchase price will 
allow the county to pay off its debt on 
the 1995 renovation of the Coliseum 
that the city and county used to lure 
the Raiders to return to Oakland from 
Los Angeles.

Miley said the deal will help keep 

the A’s in Oakland, as they’re now the 
last pro sports team in the city, as the 
Golden State Warriors moved to San 
Francisco earlier this year and the 
Oakland Raiders plan to move to Las 
Vegas next year.

After the vote on Dec. 23, A’s Presi-
dent Dave Kaval said, “This is truly an 
historic day. We’ve worked all year to 
get to this day.”

Kaval said the A’s are in talks with 
the city of Oakland about either 
buying the city’s share of the Colise-
um property or entering into a joint 
venture with the city for managing 
the property.

He said the A’s are eager to also 
finalize their plans to build a stadium 
at the Howard Terminal site and “get 
a shovel in the ground” there.

Supervisor Scott Haggerty said the 
vote to sell the county’s share of the 
Coliseum site is “kind of sad” and 
“bittersweet” because it marks the 
end of an era, but he also said “it’s the 
right thing to do” because the county 
can now focus on providing services 
to the communities it serves.

Most of the people who spoke at 
the board meeting said they sup-
port the county selling its share of 
the Coliseum property, but Bishop 
Robert Jackson of Acts Full Gospel 
Church, senior pastor L.J. Jennings 
of Kingdom Builders Christian Fel-
lowship and pastor Lawrence Van-
Hook of the Community Church 
in Oakland said they’re concerned 
that the A’s plans to develop the 
Coliseum site could continue a trend 
in which many black people are 
leaving Oakland because they can’t 
afford to live in the city any more.

Jennings said, “When we really 
think about selling public land, we 
need to be concerned about those 
individuals currently in this city and 
how it will affect how they are able to 
remain in this city.

Kaval said the A’s are committed 
to building affordable housing at the 
Coliseum site to prevent the displace-
ment of black people and also said 
there will be “robust” community 
benefits as part of the deal. 

—Jeff Shuttleworth, Bay City News

PLEASANTON  
PREPS

BY DENNIS MILLER

Sports Pleasanton Preps sponsored by

846-8802 
RoseHotel.net

462-BACK
ChiroSportsUSA.com

EBAL must rework scheduling  
for boys and girls basketball

Also: Finals run for Foothill boys; young martial artists compete in Puerto Rico

As the first of the year arrives, so 
does the beginning of the East Bay 
Athletic League basketball season.

I recently had a talk with one of 
the girls varsity coaches and was told 
there was discussion in the coaches’ 
meeting about how the EBAL sched-
uling should be put together.

For years the girls played on Tues-
days and Thursdays, with the boys 
taking the court on Wednesdays and 
Fridays.

It worked, and worked well. Ev-
eryone from the school was able to 
see the boys’ and girls’ games, and 
it allowed the two teams to support 
each other. Then someone came up 
with the idea that the girls deserved 
to play on the same nights as the 
boys’ games with the games taking 
place at opposite sites.

The Diablo Foothill Athletic 
League tried another plan where the 
boys and girls varsity teams played at 
the same site with the girls playing 
first and the boys followed, for the 
first half of the season. In the second 
half, it changed to the boys first then 
the girls.

Both didn’t work. 
When the boys played first, half 

the crowd would leave following the 
boys’ game, and it wasn’t a pretty site. 

I have sat numerous times in the gym 
and watched at least half the crowd 
vacate after the boys. It’s depressing 
and it’s not fair to the girls.

The girls’ teams deserve their 
own nights for their games, much 
the same way the boys do. Support 
would climb for both teams and 
make for a more festive atmosphere. 
In the changing demographic of the 
local high schools, it’s tough to get 
students out to the games. Every-
thing possible needs to be done to 
make it work.

The DFAL style of scheduling was 
recently discussed by the EBAL girls 
coaches and it’s the wrong move. 
Each program should have their own 
night where you start with the fresh-
men, followed by the junior varsity 
and then the varsity. It’s how you 
build pride in a program.

The scheduling needs to go back 
to girls on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
with the boys playing on Wednes-
days and Fridays. If you want, switch 
at the halfway point and let the 
girls play Wednesdays and Fridays 
and move the boys to Tuesdays and 
Thursdays.

Both teams work hard every day, 
and both deserve the spotlight on 
their own. It’s not fair to throw both 

teams on the same night.

Foothill boys basketball

The Falcons won a pair of games 
to get to the finals of the Tim Cole 
Memorial Tournament at American 
High in Fremont, but then dropped 
a thrilling double-overtime game 
65-59 in the finale.

Josh Valentine had 17 for Foothill 
in the finals, with Garret Hill and 
Nick High finishing with 12 points 
each. Dylan D’Amico rounded out 
the double-digit scorers with 11.

In the first game of the tour-
nament, the Falcons beat Fremont 
High of Sunnyvale 62-52 behind 21 
points from D’Amico, with Valentine 
adding 11 for Foothill.

In the semifinals, the Falcons got 
by Washington 57-49 behind 19 
points from Hill. High added 15, 
while Valentine and Anirudh Muru-
gesan had 10 points each.

Valentine and D’Amico were 
named to the All-Tournament Team.

High school hockey

Amador trotted out former players 
on Dec. 23 when the Dons hockey 
program held its Purple vs. Golf 
game at Dublin Iceland.

It was a pickup style game that 

Supervisors vote to sell county’s share 
of Coliseum site to Oakland A’s

was played with no checking and no 
scores being kept and a fun time was 
had by all.

Youth martial arts

Pleasanton’s Kokua Martial Arts 
Fitness Academy sent 12 students to 
Reno to compete at the League XV 
Finals in the fall. 

Kata Division champions were 
Jacob Herrera, Violet Thornburgh 
and Isabella Dominguez. Kata divi-
sion runners-up were Caleb Wong, 
Tiana Chen, Jason Herrera, Zach Lee, 
Colin Chua and Eli Thornburgh.

The Sparring Division champions 
were Caleb Wong and Noah Wong. 
The runners-up were Jacob Her-
rera, Jason Herrera and Caydence 
Johnson. Tiana Chen finished third 
in sparring. Kaleb Chua, Amri John-
son, Zach Lee also competed in 
sparring.

Two Kokua Martial Arts Fitness 

Academy students, Alexis Aying (15 
years old) and Mayalanni Erediano 
(14) competed at the World As-
sociation of Kickboxing Organiza-
tion (WAKO) Caribbean and Central 
American Kickboxing Champion-
ships on Dec. 14-15  in San Juan, 
Puerto Rico.

Aying won a gold medal in the 
13-15-year-old female 55 kg point 
fighting division. Erediano won a 
gold medal in the 14-16-year-old 47 
kg point fighting division. Aying and 
Erediano also fought in the USA vs. 
Puerto Rico female 13-16-year-old 
tag team fight, beating Puerto Rico 
11-8. 

Editor’s note: Dennis Miller is a 
contributing sports writer for the 

Pleasanton Weekly. To contact Miller 
or submit local high school sports scores, 
game highlights and photographs for his 
weekly Pleasanton Preps column, email 

him at acesmag@aol.com.

$85M purchase price allows county to pay off 
debt from 1995 stadium renovation

MANDY NEVIN

Dylan D’Amico, an All-Tournament selection for Foothill, drives to the basket 
against Fremont.
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Concerts 
THE HEART OF ROCK & ROLL The 
Heart of Rock & Roll: A Tribute 
to Huey Lewis and the News. Two 
shows: Jan. 10 and 11, at 8 p.m. at 
the Firehouse Arts Center. Award-
winning Southern California-based 
7-man tribute band in high-energy 
concert experience. Set list includes: 
“The Power of Love,” “I Want a 
New Drug,” “Heart & Soul,” “The 
Heart of Rock & Roll” and a lot 
more. Reserved Seat Tickets: $25-
$35. Tickets available at www.
firehousearts.org, 925-931-4848, 
or at the Box Office, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., in downtown Pleasanton. 

Health & 
Wellness 
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP From 4-5:30 
p.m. on the first Monday of the 
month, at Kindred Hospice, 4120 
Dublin Blvd., we have a grief support 
group facilitated by a bereavement 
specialist. It can be a great space to 
remember your loved one and look 
to creating your “New Normal.” 
Kindred Hospice Main Office, 4120 
Dublin Blvd. Suite 105, Dublin. 

Seniors 
FALL PREVENTION EXERCISE An 
exercise class focusing on strength 
and flexibility meets from 10:15 to 
11:10 a.m. on Wednesdays at the 
Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353 
Sunol Blvd. Other benefits are 
improved health and well-being, 
more stamina, energy and a decrease 
in the likelihood of falls. Pleasanton 
Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd., 
Pleasanton. 

PLEASANTON SOLE MATES The 
Sole Mates meets at 8:45 a.m. on 
Wednesdays at the Pleasanton Senior 

Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd., for a 2.5 
to 3 mile walk at a moderate pace. 
Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353 
Sunol Blvd., Pleasanton. 

BOOKS AND COFFEE From 10:15 
to 11:15 on the second Thursday 
of the  month at the Pleasanton 
Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd., 
join us as we get together to discuss 
books, have a cup of coffee and 
make new friends with the staff from 
the Pleasanton Library. Pleasanton 
Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd., 
Pleasanton. 

Home & 
Garden 
LIVERMORE AMADOR VALLEY GARDEN 
CLUB The Livermore Amador Valley 
Garden Club (LAVGC) will host 
Rose and Thorn Design, noted floral 
designers, to present “Bloomed 
This Way! Beauty and Sustainability 
Together as One” at the Livermore 
Amador Valley Garden Club’s 
meeting at 7 p.m. Jan. 9 at Alisal 
School in Pleasanton, 1454 Santa 

Rita Road. Guests are welcome. For 
information, visit www.lavgc.org. 
Alisal Elementary School, 1454 Santa 
Rita Road, Pleasanton. 

Community 
Groups 
FOOD ADDICTS IN RECOVERY Food 
Addicts in Recovery Anonymous 
(FA) is a program based on 
the Twelve Steps of Alcoholics 
Anonymous (AA). There are no 
dues, fees, or weigh-ins at FA 
meetings. FA is a fellowship of 
individuals who, through shared 
experience and mutual support, are 
recovering from the disease of food 
addiction.  If you are suffering please 
join us at 7 p.m. on Tuesdays at 
3311 Pacific Ave. in Livermore. The 
program is free.  Visit foodaddicts.
org for more information. Food 
Addicts in Recovery, 3311 Pacific 
Ave, Livermore. 

GRIEF WORKSHOPS The death of 
a loved one is unlike any other 
loss.  Please join us on your healing 
journey at St. Elizabeth Seton, 4001 
Stoneridge Drive, Pleasanton at 
7:30 p.m. on Thursdays, Jan. 9 and 
23, Feb. 13 and 27 and March 12 
and 26. All are welcome regardless 
of religious affiliation.  Please call 
Eleanor at 846-8708. St. Elizabeth 
Seton, 4001 Stoneridge Drive, 
Pleasanton. 

TRI-VALLEY PARKINSON’S SUPPORT 
GROUP Those with Parkinson’s or 
a variant diagnosis, plus their care 
partners, meet from 10 a.m. to 12 
p.m. on the second Saturday of every 
month at the Pleasanton Senior 
Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. Join us to 
hear speakers on a variety of related 
topics and to share challenges, 
solutions, and triumphs. There is no 
cost. Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353 
Sunol Blvd, Pleasanton. 

WIDOWS/WIDOWERS GRIEF 
RECOVERY Widows/Widowers 
Grief Recovery Class and Support 
GroupSaturdays, from 9:30 to 
11:30 a.m., Jan. 18 thru March 21, 
at Valley Community Church, 4455 
Del Valle Parkway. Contact Linda 
Husted at 833-9013 or lihusted@
sbcglobal.net. The cost is  $15 
for workbook. Open to all. Valley 
Community Church, 4455 Del Valle 
Parkway, Pleasanton. 

Sweet Prince
Prince is a young adult pit 
mix who was surrendered to 
the shelter with his sister after 
spending most of his young life 
chained in a backyard. That did 
not deter Prince’s love for people 
and a sweetness that is so 
endearing. He truly is becoming 
a star at the shelter with all 
volunteers. Prince is available 
for adoption through Tri-Valley 
Animal Rescue. Meet him at 
the East County Animal Shelter, 
4595 Gleason Drive in Dublin. 
Call 803-7040 to learn more. 

PET OF THE WEEK

TVAR

995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
Moondogs 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 565490 
The following person doing business 
as: Moondogs, 126 Kilkare Road, Sunol, 
CA 94586, County of Alameda, is hereby 
registered by the following owner: Corey 
Eaton, 126 Kilkare Road, Sunol, CA 94586, 
and Corin Cartagena Grillo, 126 Kilkare 
Road, Sunol, CA 94586. This business is 
conducted by Corey Eaton, a General 
Partnership. Registrant began transacting 
business under the fictitious business name 
listed herein November 18, 2019. Signature 
of Registrant: Corey Eaton, General Partner. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on November 18, 2019 
(Pleasanton Weekly, December 13, 20, 27, 
January 3, 2020).

Moondogs Mobile Pet Grooming Salon 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 565491 
The following person doing business as: 
Moondogs Mobile Pet Grooming Salon, 
126 Kilkare Road, Sunol, CA 94586, County 
of Alameda, is hereby registered by the 
following owner: Corey Eaton, 126 Kilkare 
Road, Sunol, CA 94586, and Corin Cartagena 
Grillo, 126 Kilkare Road, Sunol, CA 94586. 
This business is conducted by Corey Eaton, 
a General Partnership. Registrant began 
transacting business under the fictitious 
business name listed herein November 
18, 2019. Signature of Registrant: Corey 
Eaton, General Partner. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of Alameda on 
November 18, 2019 (Pleasanton Weekly, 
December 13, 20, 27, January 3, 2020).

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT OF USE OF 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
File No. 522934 
The following person has abandoned the 
use of the fictitious business name. The 
information given below is as it appeared 
on the fictitious business statement that 
was filed at the County Clerk-Recorder’s 
Office. FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME: Glosson 
Law, 6361 Hansen Drive, Pleasanton, 
CA 94566, County of Alameda on: 
Sept. 27, 2016 UNDER FILE NO. 522934. 
REGISTRANT’S NAME: Julie Glosson Ishll, 
6361 Hansen Drive, Pleasanton, CA 94566. 
THIS BUSINESS WAS CONDUCTED BY Julie 
Glosson Ishll, an Individual. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk Recorder 
of Alameda County on Dec. 4, 2019. 
(Pleasanton Weekly Dec. 13, 20, 27, 2019 
and Jan. 3, 2020).

Halcyon Child Care 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 566243 
The following person doing business as: 
Halcyon Child Care, 19500 Mount Jasper Dr., 
Castro Valley, CA 94552, County of Alameda, 
is hereby registered by the following owner: 
XiaoYing Liang, 19500 Mount Jasper Drive, 
Castro Valley, CA 94552. This business is 
conducted by XiaoYing Liang, an Individual. 
Registrant began transacting business 
under the fictitious business name listed 
herein in 2015. Signature of Registrant: 
XiaoYing Liang, Owner. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of Alameda 
on December 9, 2019 (Pleasanton Weekly, 
December 13, 20, 27, January 3, 2020.)

A-Hero Driving School 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 566394 
The following person doing business as: 
A-Hero Driving School, 6200 Stoneridge 
Mall Road, Unit #3109, Pleasanton, CA 
94588, County of Alameda, is hereby 
registered by the following owner: Sabaoon 
Rahimi, 1326 Gentry Lane, Tracy, CA 95377. 
This business is conducted by Sabaoon 
Rahimi, an Individual. Registrant has not 
yet begun to transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed herein. 
Signature of Registrant: Sabaoon Rahimi, 
Owner. This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Alameda on December 11, 
2019. (Pleasanton Weekly, December 20, 27, 
January 3, 10, 2020).

SERVDAY 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 566018 
The following person doing business as: 
Servday, 1024 Serpentine Lane, #101, 
Pleasanton, CA 94566, County of Alameda, 
is hereby registered by the following 
owner: 6 Sense AI Software Systems, Inc., 
1024 Serpentine Lane, #101, Pleasanton, 
CA 94566. This business is conducted 
by 6 Sense AI Software Systems, Inc. a 
Corporation. Registrant began transacting 
business under the fictitious business name 
listed herein January 1, 2019. Signature of 
Registrant: AJay Dhillon, CFO. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk of Alameda 
on December 3, 2019. (Pleasanton Weekly, 
December 27, January 3, 10, 17, 2020).

Paws of Pleasanton Animal Hospital 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 566346 
The following person doing business as: 
Paws of Pleasanton Animal Hospital, 6408 
Inglewood Drive, Pleasanton, CA 94588, 
County of Alameda, is hereby registered by 
the following owner: Paws of Pleasanton, 
a Veterinary Corporation, 6408 Inglewood 
Drive, Pleasanton, CA 94588. This business 
is conducted by Paws of Pleasanton, a 
Veterinary Corporation, a Corporation. 
Registrant has not yet begun to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
listed herein. Registrant: Melissa Hardy, 
Secretary. This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Alameda on December 10, 
2019. (Pleasanton Weekly, January 3, 10, 17, 
24, 2020).

JayNzyme 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 566712 
The following person doing business as: 
JayNzyme, 4806 Braxton Place, Pleasanton, 
CA 94566, County of Alameda, is hereby 
registered by the following owner: Jayarama 
Shetty, 4806 Braxton Place, Pleasanton, 
CA 94566. This business is conducted 
by Jayarama Shetty, an Individual. 
Registrant began transacting business 
under the fictitious business name listed 
herein December 20, 2019. Signature of 
Registrant: Jayarama Shetty, Sole Owner. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on December 20, 2019. 
(Pleasanton Weekly, January 3, 10, 17, 24, 
2020).

Public Notices

Call (925) 600-0840 for assistance 
with your legal advertising needs.

POST CALENDAR ITEMS AT PLEASANTONWEEKLY.COM

CalendarMarketplace
The Pleasanton Weekly offers advertising  

for Home Services, Business Services  
and Employment.

If you wish to learn more about  
these advertising options,  

please call 650.223.6582 or email 
digitalads@paweekly.com.

To explore more about Pleasanton, 
visit us at www.cityofpleasantonca.gov

UPCOMING MEETINGS
Civic Arts Commission
Monday, January 6, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Ave.
•  Please visit our website at www.cityofpleasantonca.gov

Youth Commission
Wednesday, January 8, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 
Remillard Room, 3333 Busch Rd.
•  Please visit our website at www.cityofpleasantonca.gov

Parks and Recreation Commission
Thursday, January 9, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Ave.
•  Please visit our website at www.cityofpleasantonca.gov



Pleasanton Weekly • January 3, 2020 • Page 23

Real Estate OPEN HOME GUIDE AND REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

This week’s data represents homes sold during 
Nov. 15-27.

Pleasanton
3914 Blacow Court C. & D. Michniuk to P. & N. 
Katkoriya for $1,250,000

7730 Canyon Meadow Circle #C R. Emoff to L. 
Lasit for $425,000

4113 Garibaldi Place B. Yang to V. & A. 
Priyadarshi for $900,000

2489 Heatherlark Circle Mccole Living Trust to 
Mod & Associates Inc for $500,000

1279 Lozano Court S. Ma to J. & V. Wadhwa for 
$2,535,000

3643 Olympic Court Z. Wang to Z. & X. Huang 
for $999,000 

1545 Loganberry Way G. Hettwer to A. Rose for 
$750,000

8213 Regency Drive S. & A. Thompson to J. & D. 
Fairhurst for $2,230,000

3087 Tonopah Circle Ahuja Investments LLC to 
S. & S. Banerjee for $660,000

Dublin
3373 Cydonia Court Ajlouny Family Trust to M. 
& D. Su for $1,175,000

11382 Dillon Way J. Lane to B. & S. Mankar for 
$1,096,000

3240 Maguire Way #213 O. Chang to S. & K. 
Chung for $575,000

11402 Winding Trail Lane A. & R. Boragno to A. 
& R. Lewis for $775,000

3465 Dublin Boulevard #240 Kanelos Family 
Trust to B. Dadia for $555,500

5870 El Dorado Lane Brookfield Wilshire LLC to 
T. Chen for $814,000

5203 North Forestdale Circle K. Chun to H. & 
Y. Doshi for $1,165,000

7758 Georgian Oaks Court C. & P. Weber to J. 
& G. Kaur for $1,245,000

6603 Maple Drive S. Gottlieb to Gadkari Family 
Trust for $810,000

4723 Sandyford Court Wong Trust to S. & R. 
Ulla for $748,000

6542 Sierra Lane C. & R. Troia to B. & E. 
Williams for $792,000

4405 Talle Way D. & T. Warren to A. & H. 
Kapadia for $1,010,000

3715 Whitworth Drive H. & S. Popat to B. & M. 
Bajaj for $695,000

3605 Whitworth Drive S. Chodagiri to T. & A. 
Vishnoi for $760,000

Livermore
793 Caliente Avenue M. & M. Schell to A. & F. 
Arsenault for $740,000

761 Hayes Court R. Mercer to M. Coito for 
$780,000

1970 Helsinki Way C. & A. Cuneo to T. & R. 
Chen for $840,000

904 Loyola Way Tolentino Living Trust to Y. & H. 
Pham for $955,000

566 Morgan Common Sirva Relocation Credit 
LLC to M. & R. Garcia for $590,000

187 Northwood Commons T. Mccombs to D. 
Bracamontes for $500,000

479 Ridgecrest Circle T. Fernandez to S. & A. 
Wahab for $859,000

502 Sandalwood Drive H. & A. Aziz to S. & R. 
Ostrowski for $835,000

5342 Carnegie Loop Persson Trust to C. & W. 
Klatt for $1,160,000

520 Emerald Street V. Willis to A. & F. Ahmad 
for $780,000

6159 Forget Me Not M. & P. Best to R. & K. 
Brown for $610,000

1178 Glenwood Street Vallerga Trust to M. & N. 
Mahrous for $990,000

344 Martin Avenue Biehl Family Trust to Y. & L. 
Luo for $675,000

2868 Mint Common D. Lama to C. & W. 
Fernandez for $785,000

San Ramon
8985 Alcosta Boulevard #181 A. Wierda to Y. & 
W. Mok for $499,000

9450 Alcosta Boulevard D. Squire to B. & S. 
Chintakayala for $1,005,000

1154 Arrowfield Way L. & D. Weiss to V. & S. 
Ayyannagari for $1,175,000

604 Burney Creek Place K. Cheng to S. & Y. 
Kuang for $1,041,500

334 Cindy Court G. Abbott to Aveson Trust for 
$969,000

162 Copper Ridge Road K. & B. Osborn to J. 
Fang for $480,000

239 Cullens Court K. & J. Barron to Rajesh 
Family Trust for $1,450,000

3079 Hastings Way N. & B. Adair to N. & R. 
Shrivastava for $1,390,000

909 Linda Vista Drive S. Banerjee to B. & T. Hu 
for $1,065,000

3336 Montevideo Drive Bank Of New York 
2005-59 to Community Equity Group Inc for 
$724,500

200 Norris Canyon Place #C P. Joshi to E. & B. 
Wilson for $595,000

112 Paddington Court J. Choi to M. & M. Imam 
for $1,227,000

81 Tahoe Court #200 S. Morgan to C. Tang for 
$625,000

6066 Tigerside Way Tsai Trust to V. & X. Xiong 
for $1,185,000

9005 Alcosta Boulevard #202 L. Lemke to W. 
Huang for $464,000

3200 Carpenter Way A. Gemignani to R. & R. 
Janga for $1,175,000

203 Compton Circle #A S. Horton to P. & M. 
St.Clair for $420,000

3649 Crow Canyon Road N. & J. Murphy to J. 
Kolko for $605,000

149 Madora Place V. & L. Andico to L. & L. 
Chockalingam for $990,000

HOME SALES

Source: California REsource

Kris Moxley
925.519.9080
kris.moxley@compass.com
moxleyrealestate.com
DRE 00790463

Maureen Nokes
925.577.2700
maureen.nokes@compass.com
compass.com
DRE 00589126

Marti Gilbert
925.216.4063
marti@homesbymarti.com
compass.com
DRE 01520061

Linda Traurig
925.382.9746
linda.traurig@compass.com
lindatraurig.com
DRE 01078773

Kelly King
925.455.5464
kelly.king@compass.com
compass.com
DRE 01142949

Susan Kuramoto
408.316.0278
susan.kuramoto@compass.com
compass.com
DRE 01199727

Jo Ann Luisi
925.321.6104
joann.luisi@compass.com
joannluisi.com
DRE 01399250

Lily McClanahan
925.209.9328
lily.mcclanahan@compass.com
compass.com
DRE 01975835

Linda Futral
925.980.3561
linda.futral@compass.com
lindafutral.com
DRE 01257605

Kat Gaskins
925.963.7940
kat@katgaskins.com
katgaskins.com
DRE 01137199

Janice Habluetzel
925.699.3122
janice.habluetzel@compass.com
janicetherealtor.com
DRE 01385523

Jessica Johnson
408.455.1697
jessica.johnson@compass.com
realtybyjessica.com
DRE 01723385

Your home. Our mission.

world Compass is continuing to expand our California 

Pinel Realtors®

agents in the region, you can now go further in your home 
search.

Pleasanton/Livermore Valley 
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Don Faught
Vice President/Managing Broker
925.251.1111
dfaught@apr.com
DRE 00971395

Susie Steele
925.413.9306
susie.steele@compass.com
compass.com
DRE 01290566

SALES AT A GLANCE

Pleasanton (Nov. 15-27)
Total sales reported: 9

Lowest sale reported: $425,000

Highest sale reported: $2,535,000

Average sales reported: $883,000

Dublin (Nov. 15-27)
Total sales reported: 14

Lowest sale reported: $555,500

Highest sale reported: $1,245,000

Average sales reported: $839,428

Livermore (Nov. 15-27)
Total sales reported: 14

Lowest sale reported: $500,000

Highest sale reported: $1,160,000

Average sales reported: $796,785

San Ramon (Nov. 15-27)
Total sales reported: 22

Lowest sale reported: $420,000

Highest sale reported: $1,200,000

Average sales reported: $993,340

Source: California REsource
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