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NEWS  Council delays Chabad Center appeals hearing

NEWS  Amador Valley principal takes leave of absence
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Hybrid ablation and the 

minimally invasive Cox Maze 

procedures revolutionize the 

way we treat Atrial Fibrillation

FREE COMMUNITY TALK 

February 23, 2019
9:30am – 11:30am

Fremont Marriott 

Silicon Valley

46100 Landing Parkway

Fremont, CA 94538

This event is free and open to the 

public, though seating is limited. 

If you plan to attend, please register 

at stanfordhealthcare.org/events

or by calling 650.736.6555.

Atrial fibrillation (AFib) is the most common 
irregular heart rhythm, aff ecting over 
two million Americans each year. Without 
detection and treatment, atrial fibrillation 
can cause stroke and heart failure.

Stanford Medicine experts are pioneering new treatments for 

AFib, through medications and groundbreaking new therapies like 

the hybrid ablation or the minimally invasive Cox Maze procedure. 

Join us for this free community talk to learn more about AFib’s 

signs, symptoms, and all of the latest advances in treatment.

SPEAKERS

Paul J. Wang, MD
Director, Stanford Arrhythmia Service 
Co-Director, Stanford Center for 
Arrhythmia Research Professor of 
Medicine (Cardiovascular Medicine) and 
Bioengineering (by courtesy), Stanford 
University School of Medicine

Anson M. Lee, MD
Assistant Professor of Cardiothoracic
Surgery (Adult Cardiac Surgery),
Stanford University School of Medicine
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Alamo-based Party In-Kind-
ness (PIK) is changing the 
way groups can raise money 

for worthy charities by making it 
easy, fun and meaningful for donors.

The nonprofit got its start in 2014 
after two mothers — Melissa Smith 
and Shani Hall — got together for a 
normal play date in Alamo with their 
children. Melissa talked about how 
someone she did not know had knit-
ted a lavender hat for her daughter, 
who had just undergone surgery at 
only 6 days old.

The warmth of knowing a person 
could have that kind of selfless gen-
erosity touched Melissa’s heart and 
she shared with Shani her determina-
tion build on that experience.

Thus began their partnership, and, 
as their ideas blossomed, Party In-
Kindness was created. It works with 
those planning an event to pair the 
fun with an easy concept and simple 
way to collect donations for worthy 
causes.

“Party In-Kindness helps people 
turn any occasion into a reason to 
give, whether a book club meet-
ing, birthday party or a holiday cel-
ebration,” Melissa said at a luncheon 
meeting of the Rotary Club of Pleas-
anton two weeks ago.

“It offers party-givers an easy way 
to give back to local charitable or-
ganizations that are meaningful to 
them,” she explained.

Shani agreed, adding that PIK en-
courages hosts to include a giving 
component to their events by asking 
guests to make donations to support 
local charities in the East Bay.

“Instead of a bottle of wine or 
birthday gift, for example, guests 
are asked to financially contribute or 
bring in-kind donations for a cause 
the hosts are passionate about,” she 
said.

PIK, in effect, works to turn every-
one’s party into a “party in-kindness.”

Since its founding, PIK has been 
responsible for more than $100,000 
in monetary donations to local 
charities and some 20,000 in-kind 
donations.

“Items donated include art sup-
plies for ill children, baby items for 
babies in crisis, toiletries for peo-
ple living in shelters, meals for the 
homeless, toys for children in need 
and even lavender hats for little ba-
bies needing comfort,” Melissa said.

Here’s how it works:
Before planning an event, hosts 

should contact Party In-Kindness to 

discuss a charity they would like to 
help. PIK can help choose a local or-
ganization that it works with, or any 
others the hosts prefer.

PIK takes it from there. It contacts 
that charity, finds out what it needs 
and then provides the hosts with that 
information before the party. Once 
the party is over, PIK picks up the 
donations to deliver the items to the 
charity.

“Our family has partnered with 
Party In-Kindness for the last three 
years and we have found the expe-
rience to be tremendously worth-
while and inspiring,” commented 
Alex Lee, a donor on PIK’s website, 
www.partyin-kindness.org.

“We have always wanted to ex-
pose our children to philanthropy 
at a young age and this is the perfect 
organization to partner with. We are 
lucky to have them in our commu-
nity,” Lee added.

This month, PIK is also supporting 
Trinity Center, a homeless facility at 
1271 S. California Blvd. in Walnut 
Creek. A $20 donation will provide 
socks, toothbrushes, toothpaste, bar 
soap and cleansing wipes.

At its annual “Power of Kind-
ness” event on April 13, when the 
nonprofit seeks contributions to help 
it continue its fundraising mission, 
it also will donate a portion of the 
funds to The Katie Nues Founda-
tion, which serves Katie’s Clinic at 
UCSF Benioff Children’s Hospital. 
The clinic helps those affected by 
Rett Syndrome, a neurological dis-
order. The fundraiser starts at 6:30 
p.m. at 1515 North Main St., Walnut 
Creek. 

Editor’s note: Jeb Bing is editor emeritus 
for the Pleasanton Weekly. His “Around 
Pleasanton” columns typically run on the 

second and fourth Fridays of every month. 

AROUND  
PLEASANTON

BY JEB BING

About the Cover
Jhadis Luckey strikes a pose while emulating Martin Luther King Jr. during the 
“African-American Living Museum” at Fairlands Elementary School on Feb. 13. 
Photo by Ryan J. Degan. Cover design by Kristin Brown. 
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Plan a party,  
help a charity

KATE GARDNER/BLUSH HOUSE PHOTOGRAPHY

Melissa Smith (left) and Shani Hall, 
founders of Alamo-based Party In-
Kindness.
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Streetwise
ASKED AROUND TOWN

Have a Streetwise question? Email editor@PleasantonWeekly.com
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—Compiled by Nancy Lewis and Jenny Lyness

Maria Leone, with young Gia
Sales 

I decided many years ago that I wasn’t 
going to let the weather dictate my 
mood. So I refuse to allow this awful 
weather to put a damper on my spirits. 
I just carry on and ignore it, knowing it 
will eventually pass.

What have you been doing to deal with 

all of the rainy, cold and windy weather 

we’ve been experiencing lately?

Harley Williams 
Periodontist

I try to stay warm and indoors, and when I 
do venture out, I try to go to warm places. 
For example, next Tuesday night I’m going 
to trivia night at McKay’s. It’s outdoors, 
but it’s tented and there are heaters, so it’s 
nice and toasty. Plus, I’m friends with the 
trivia hosts, and the event is a very fun and 
lively fundraiser for Valley Humane Society. 
What could possibly be better than that? 

Martha Jenner
Retired  

I try to stay as busy as possible, getting 
together with friends, and doing good, 
helpful things for others, whenever and 
wherever I can. I find that when I do 
that, I don’t have time to even notice 
the inclement weather. And before long, 
well, what do you know, our beautiful 
weather returns. 

Fred Ferranti
Garbage collector

Whenever the weather sucks — excuse 
me, is foul — I just pretend I’m some-
where warm and sunny, like Hawaii, 
where I went with my wife for our 25th 
anniversary last year. The mind, and the 
imagination inside of it, are very power-
ful tools. Aloha! 

Steve Williams 
Endodontist 

I exercise indoors, even though I greatly 
prefer getting my exercise outdoors. And 
on many evenings after I get home from 
work, I make a fire and watch a Warriors 
game. Go Dubs.
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Casa Real at  
Ruby Hill Winery, Pleasanton
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www.healingtherapiesfoundation.org
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LET’S DISCUSS:

Read the latest local news headlines and 

talk about the issues at Town Square at 

PleasantonWeekly.com
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Newsfront
State of the City
 Pleasanton Mayor Jerry 
Thorne is set to deliver his State 
of the City address during a 
Chamber of Commerce lun-
cheon Tuesday at DoubleTree 
by Hilton Hotel, Pleasanton at 
the Club.
 Thorne, who just started his 
fourth and final term in of-
fice, typically updates attendees 
about the city’s fiscal situation, 
public safety, and key public 
and private projects from the 
past year, as well as a look at 
initiatives for the year ahead.
 Tickets are no longer avail-
able for the event, which re-
quired pre-registration. 

Teen job fair
 The city of Pleasanton is part-
nering with San Ramon, Dublin 
and Danville and the Dublin-
San Ramon Women’s Club to 
present the annual teen job and 
career fair next Saturday (March 
2) from 12-3 p.m. at the Dublin 
Senior Center at 7600 Amador 
Valley Blvd.
 Teenagers ages 14-19 can 
meet with local employers, pick 
up applications and apply for 
jobs. The event will also feature 
mock interviews, career work-
shops scheduled throughout 
the day, and a career panel of 
professionals. 
 Admission is free to all teen 
job seekers and lunch will be 
provided; participants are en-
couraged to bring a copy of their 
resume and dress in profession-
al attire. For more information, 
visit bit.ly/teenjobfair2019. 

Ragin’ Cajun
 Tickets remain on sale for the 
11th annual Ragin’ Cajun fund-
raiser supporting the Sandra J. 
Wing Healing Therapies Foun-
dation, which provides grants 
for complementary treatments 
for Tri-Valley cancer patients. 
 The Ragin’ Cajun will run 
from 6-11 p.m. March 8 at Casa 
Real at Ruby Hill Winery, with 
an “African Beat” theme. Visit 
www.healingtherapiesfounda-
tion.org.

Night walk in nature
 East Bay Parks is offering a 
glimpse into the world of wild-
life after dark when naturalist 
Constance Taylor leads a night 
walk from 6-8 p.m. this Sat-
urday at Brushy Peak Regional 
Preserve in Livermore.
 Organizers recommend a 
headlamp, drinking water and 
dressing in layers; the walk is 
about three miles and suitable 
for ages 5 and older. 
 Meet Taylor at the park’s 
Laughlin Ranch Staging Area, 
located at the end of Laugh-
lin Road off Northfront Road, 
which parallels the north side of 
Interstate 580. For more infor-
mation, call 510-544-3239. 

DIGEST

BY JEREMY WALSH

In a session dominated by dis-
course on far-reaching topics like 
plastic pollution, climate change 

and state housing legislation, per-
haps the most noticeable takeaway 
from the Pleasanton City Council 
meeting was the neighborhood dis-
pute that wasn’t discussed. 
 City officials originally scheduled 
a public hearing for Tuesday night 
for council members to continue 
their debate over dueling appeals of 
the Planning Commission’s permit 
conditions for expansion plans of 
the Chabad Center for Jewish Life on 
Hopyard Road. 
 But after the council agenda was 
posted, the city received a request 

from Rabbi Raleigh Resnick, spiritual 
leader of the Chabad of the Tri-Valley, 
for a short postponement. City of-
ficials agreed, and they anticipate 
the hearing will occur in just over a 
month. 
 Resnick told the Weekly that 
Chabad needed to delay the hear-
ing because their land-use attorney 
was unavailable Tuesday for medical 
reasons. 
 “Considering what we’ve been 
through, we need proper legal rep-
resentation. So we asked for a post-
ponement until our religious, land, 
and zoning interests can be properly 
and professionally represented by 
our legal team,” Resnick said in an 
email.

 “(City) staff are still trying to im-
pose restrictions that no other re-
ligious organizations are bound by 
— unrelated to the impact on the 
neighbors,” he added. “We’re just a 
growing synagogue trying to serve 
the needs of our 200 families and the 
Jewish community at large ... not to 
mention the kids who can’t attend 
our preschool that can’t operate yet.”
 City Manager Nelson Fialho told 
the council Tuesday night that the 
city also received a late postpone-
ment request from the other appel-
lants, Chabad’s backyard neighbors 
Darlene and Michael Miller. 
 “We are very agreeable to the 
postponement in the City Council 
meeting requested by Chabad,” the 

couple told the Weekly.  
 “We have heard informally that 
Chabad is having discussions with 
St. Clare’s (church), and we are 
happy for Chabad to postpone the 
council meeting in order to conclude 
those discussions,” they added. “Re-
garding the appeal, we do not have 
any updates. We will wait for the 
date of the next City Council meeting 
to be announced.”
 The council supported postponing 
the Chabad appeals without discus-
sion Tuesday night. Fialho said city 
officials are working with both par-
ties to schedule a new hearing date, 
likely for late March or early April. 

Council postpones Chabad Center appeals 
hearing after both sides request delay

Also: State response to housing crisis, 4th-graders oppose plastic straws, students back ‘Green New Deal’

Amador 
principal 

takes leave 
of absence
Ex-headman Williams 

stepping in while 
Solorzano out

BY JEREMY WALSH

 First-year Amador Valley High 
School principal Alberto Solorzano 
was granted a leave of absence for 
personal reasons on Wednesday, 
according to Pleasanton Unified 
School District officials.
 PUSD’s human resources direc-
tor Mike Williams, who served 
just over two years as Amador’s 
principal before being promoted to 
the district office 
last year, will re-
turn to the Santa 
Rita Road cam-
pus to provide 
administrative 
support during 
Solorzano’s ab-
sence, which is 
indefinite at this 
point.
 “I am working collaboratively 
with the administrative team to 
develop a plan to support the site 
during this time,” Williams said in 
an email to the Amador community 
on Wednesday confirming the ad-
ministrative shuffle. 
 “As a part of that plan, I will 
be stepping in to support Amador 
Valley’s students, staff and com-
munity — working to ensure that 

BY JULIA BAUM

 It was a star-studded event 
graced by the likes of former 
President Barack Obama, Beyonce 
and LeBron James — or, rather, 
their pint-sized counterparts from 
Pleasanton.
 Although no actual celebrities 
attended the fifth annual “African-
American Living Museum” held 
last week at Fairlands Elemen-
tary School, students from teacher 
Kelly Lack’s fifth-grade class were 
plenty happy to bask in the spot-
light themselves. 
 More than 30 kids dressed up 
and presented as historical black 
figures that they selected and 

studied for the event held inside 
the school’s multipurpose room 
as part of Black History Month. 
Meanwhile, students from other 
classrooms were shuttled inside 
at various points that morning to 
hear the presenters, which includ-
ed the incarnations of aviator Bes-
sie Coleman and Olympic medalist 
Jesse Owens. 
 In addition to writing a five-
paragraph essay, each student 
gave a first-person oral presen-
tation on the life of their cho-
sen subject including their child-
hood, young adult life and greatest 
contributions.
 The students set up tables 

around the room, each decorating 
their own with photos, books, stat-
ues and other objects representing 
a notable or important aspect of the 
person’s life. For example, one boy 
dressed as inventor George Wash-
ington Carver had a small plant as 
an homage to Carver’s agricultural 
roots, while multiple students who 
dressed as famous athletes wore 
jerseys and displayed trophies. 
 The living museum started at 
Fairlands five years ago, but Lack 
told the Weekly that she “stole” the 
idea from a friend that she worked 
with in Pittsburg, where more than 

History comes alive
Fairlands Elementary ‘living museum’ honors  

African-American History Month

RYAN J. DEGAN

Fifth-graders at Fairlands Elementary School dressed up as historic figures last week for the annual “African 
American Living Museum” event commemorating Black History Month. 

See CHABAD on Page 8

See HISTORY on Page 10 See PRINCIPAL on Page 10

Alberto 
Solorzano
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NEWSFRONT

FIREHOUSEARTS.ORG/EVENTS

TICKETS: 925.931.4848
BOX OFFICE: 4444 Railroad Ave.

Six Appeal
March 2 • 8pm

A Captivating Evening of 
Award-Winning A Cappella Pop

Banda Madga
February 24 • 7pm

Jazzy Latin Rhythms  
with Global Influences

Pleasanton Cultural Arts Council presents

Royal Jelly Jive
March 1 • 8pm

An evening of 
Swingin’ San Francisco Soul’ 
Benefiting Art in the Schools

DLux Puppets: 
Alice in Wonderland

March 9 • 11am & 2pm
A Musical presentation 
of the Beloved Classic 

BY JULIA BAUM

The Pleasanton Unified School 
District received a clean bill of 
health for managing Measure I1 
bond spending so far on various 
upgrades at its 15 campuses, a 
recent audit reports. 

Nothing unusual was revealed 
from the independent review, 
which included both perfor-
mance and financial audits from 
the 2017-18 fiscal year and was 
highlighted in a presentation to 
the Board of Trustees on Jan. 15 
by an independent certified public 
accountant that compiled the an-
nual state-mandated report for the 
district. 

The findings came from San 
Diego-based firm Cossolias, Wil-
son, Dominguez and Leavitt, and 
confirm that bond revenues were 
spent to date “only for the specific 
projects developed by the district’s 

governing board and approved by 
the voters.”

“We are pleased that the Mea-
sure I1 audit report confirms that 
Measure I1 funds are being used as 
approved by the voters on projects 
that benefit our schools and com-
munities,” Steve Zevanove, chair 
of PUSD’s Citizens Bond Oversight 
Committee, said in a statement 
last week. 

The committee, which formed 
after voters approved Measure I1 
in 2016, helps oversee the $270 
million of approved bonds and 
ensure district accountability on 
project spending. Measure I1 rev-
enue can only be spent on new 
equipment, repairs and upgrades 
in local classrooms and school 
facilities, and none may be used 
for administrators’ salaries. Mem-
bers have met seven times since 
its formation, despite only being 

required to meet once a year.
Micaela Ochoa, deputy super-

intendent of business services, 
thanked the committee “whose 
work and dedication has sup-
ported Measure I1 accountability 
efforts that are reflected in our 
first year audit.” Five of the com-
mittee’s six members were unani-
mously re-appointed to another 
two-year term at the Feb. 12 trust-
ees meeting.

The district issued the first 
round of bond sales in October 
2017, bringing in nearly $70.6 
million in proceeds. The Measure 
I1 fund ended the 2017-18 with 
$54.2 million in restricted money 
available for spending. 

PUSD has been making some 
headway through a myriad of proj-
ects using money from Measure I1. 

Some of the work completed 
or in the pipeline includes a slew 

of modernization efforts like up-
grading fire alarms and security 
systems, replacing electrical infra-
structure, installing water-efficient 
toilets and drinking fountains, and 

spending $553,733 for new HVAC 
installation in eight buildings at 
Pleasanton Middle School.

New portable classrooms and 

science lab upgrades at both 
Amador Valley and Foothill high 
schools also recently drew $677,00 
and $783,000 from the Measure I1 
coffers, respectively, while $3.7 
million was used for devices for 
800 teachers plus students at all 
schools, and another $9.5 million 
was earmarked for new network 
cabling and power management. 

One of the district’s largest proj-
ects, a planned rebuild of Lydiksen 
Elementary School, is set to be 
funded from the first bond issu-
ance, at an estimated $30 million 
for brand new buildings and mod-
ern classroom furniture designed 
for collaborative learning. 

Last month, trustees also mulled 
using $35 million to pay more 
than half the construction costs 
for a new fourth- and fifth-grade 
campus on the Donlon Elementary 
School property. 

PUSD receives high marks in Measure I1 audit
Auditors confirm district spending in line with voter-approved projects

BY JEREMY WALSH

Last year’s Alameda County Fair 
recently earned more than 40 re-
gional and international awards 
for innovation and excellence 
in competitions, agriculture and 
marketing during the annual sum-
mer showcase at the Pleasanton 
fairgrounds.

The 2018 Alameda County Fair, 
which ran for 18 days in June and 
July, offered a little something for 
everybody, including carnival rides, 
fried foods, agricultural displays, 
exhibitions, action sports, nightly 
concerts, horse racing and an open-
ing-morning cattle drive through 
downtown Pleasanton.

Competing in the Large Fair Di-
vision in the International Associa-
tion of Fairs and Exhibitions (IAFE) 
awards, the 2018 Pleasanton fair 
took home first place in four cat-
egories: sponsorship innovation, 
sponsorship continuity, single bro-
chure/flyer and web advertisement. 

The fair also earned runner-up 
awards in seven categories (includ-
ing website, single photo of com-
petitive exhibit display, equine and 
new method to attract competi-
tive exhibitors) and five third-place 
awards (technology innovation, 
special contest and unique adver-
tising souvenirs) in the interna-
tional competition. 

In the Western Fairs Association 
(WFA) competition, with other 
large fairs across the western Unit-
ed States, the Alameda County Fair 
won 10 first-place awards in cat-
egories such as social media cam-
paign, cultural marketing, recruit-
ment and/or retention program, 

fair pocket program and digital 
marketing. 

The fair also earned a variety of 
second- and third-place awards in 
the WFA competition, for catego-
ries such as print, television and 
radio marketing, guest services, 
crisis management, interim events, 
agricultural programming and new 
competitive exhibits. 

Venues Today also consistently 
ranks the Alameda County Fair 
among the top 50 Fairs in North 
America, according to fair officials. 

The county fair is operated each 

year at the Pleasanton fairgrounds 
by the Alameda County Agricul-
tural Fair Association, a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization, without any 
tax funding from the government. 

Plans are already well underway 
for the 2019 Alameda County Fair, 
which is set for 18 days this sum-
mer starting with opening weekend 
June 14-16 and then running the 
following three weeks on Wednes-
days through Sundays until July 7. 
For more information and sched-
ules, visit www.AlamedaCounty-
Fair.com. 

2018 Alameda County Fair  
takes home industry awards

Marketing, sponsorships, new cultural program among first-place categories

FILE PHOTO

Carnival rides were popular at the 2018 Alameda County Fair, just like they are 
every year at Pleasanton’s summer showcase. 

‘We are pleased that 

the Mea sure I1 audit 

report confirms that 

Measure I1 funds are 

being used as approved 

by the voters.’

Steve Zevanove, 
Oversight Committee chair
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The Board of Trustees of the Chabot- 

Las Positas Community College District is  

soliciting applications from community  

members in Trustee Area 5 (Dublin/ 

Pleasanton/Sunol) who are interested in 

serving as an appointed member of the 

Board until the next regularly scheduled  

general election for governing board members 

in November 2020.

The Board of Trustees is responsible for the 

governance of Chabot College in Hayward and 

Las Positas College in Livermore.

·   Participate fully in the work of 

the Board; attend all meetings 

and some college events;

·   Study issues and agenda 

items and participate in  

Trustee education programs;

·   Be knowledgeable about  

the communities served by 

the colleges and be willing  

to act on behalf of those  

communities; 

·   Be committed to Chabot  

College and Las Positas  

College and their missions; 

understand educational, 

social, and economic policy 

issues;

·   Engage in balancing the 

needs of many diverse 

groups; be able to contribute 

to and build consensus;

·   Participate as one Trustee  

and support the authority of  

the Board as a whole.

The Board of Trustees meets the third Tuesday of each 

month, at 6:30 p.m. Please note that some meetings 

may start as early as 4 p.m., and workshops and  

additional meetings will be scheduled as needed.

For additional information, please contact:

Debra Nascimento, Executive Assistant/Board Coordinator,  
Chancellor’s Office at (925) 485-5207 or dnascimento@clpccd.org

Chabot-Las Positas Community College District
7600 Dublin Blvd., 3rd Floor, Dublin, CA 94568

www.clpccd.org
(925) 485-5208

Open Board of Trustee Seat Seeking Applications!

Application materials are available on the  
District website at www.clpccd.org 

Application deadline is Tuesday,  
March 26, 2019 at 4 p.m.

The Board seeks a candidate who has the ability and time  

to fulfill the responsibilities of a Trustee. Sample responsibilities  

are listed below:

BY RYAN J. DEGAN

 San Ramon has taken to the high 
seas — symbolically — as Chev-
ron Corp.’s new crude oil tanker, 
the San Ramon Voyager, has begun 
transporting oil on behalf of the 
locally headquartered company, pri-
marily between the Arabian Gulf 
and the United States. 
 The San Ramon Voyager, which 
has the capacity to carry 2 million 
barrels of oil, was named after the 
Tri-Valley city and joined Chevron’s 
global shipping fleet at a dedication 
ceremony in Okpo, South Korea on 
Jan. 4.
 “May the wind and the waves 
always be in her favor,” Pat Yar-
rington, Chevron vice president, 
chief financial officer and the 
ship’s sponsor, said as the tradi-
tional champagne bottle was broken 
against the ship. “May all who sail 
with her be blessed. I hereby name 
this vessel the San Ramon Voyager.”
 The San Ramon Voyager was 
built and designed by South Korean 
company Daewoo Shipbuilding and 
Marine Engineering, according to 
Chevron officials. The ship is owned 
by Maran Tankers, but will be char-
tered and operated by Chevron. 

 One of seven new vessels being 
added to modernize Chevron’s 
fleet, according to Chevron offi-
cials, the ship is equipped with 
new technology and will host im-
proved efficiency as well as reduced 
emissions. 
 The San Ramon Voyager has a 
deadweight tonnage — the amount 
of a material it can carry — of 
318,000, has a design speed of 15.7 
knots, and is 336 meters in length. 
According to MarineTraffic, a ship 

tracking and maritime intelligence 
company, it is registered under the 
flag of the Bahamas.
 Bishop Ranch in San Ramon is 
home to the global headquarters for 
Chevron, which Jan Sieving, Chev-
ron’s external affairs adviser, says is 
the reason for paying tribute to the 
city with a ship named in its honor.  
 Chevron only has one other ship 
named after a Bay Area city in its 
fleet, the Richmond Voyager, which 
joined the fleet in September 2018. 

San Ramon Voyager takes  
to the high seas

New Chevron global shipping vessel dedicated to San Ramon

COURTESY OF CHEVRON

The newly christened San Ramon Voyager will primarily transport Chevron cargo 
between the Arabian Gulf and the U.S.

BY JEREMY WALSH

 Park officials have closed 
Del Valle Regional Park in 
southeastern Livermore 
for at least the next two 
weeks amid flooding con-
cerns as rain continues to fall 
throughout the region.
 Del Valle park, which 
boasts a reservoir, camp-
ground and trails among its 
recreational amenities, has 
seen the lake rise to levels so 
high that flooding is a strong 
possibility, which would ren-
der recreation unsafe for res-
idents, according to the East 
Bay Regional Park District.
 EBRPD manages the rec-
reational amenities at Del 
Valle, which is a state-owned 
reservoir operated by the 
California Department of 
Water Resources.
 Del Valle will be closed to 
the public at least through 
March 3, EBRPD offi-
cials said Friday. Residents 

should cancel or reschedule 
any camping reservations 
through that date. 
 The closure could extend 
later into March depending 
on weather conditions and 
the water levels, officials said. 
 Del Valle is a 4,395-acre 
public park anchored by the 
five-mile-long lake that of-
fers a variety of water-based 
recreation, including swim-
ming, windsurfing, fish-
ing and boating, as well as 
other outdoor activities such 
as hiking, horseback riding 
and nature study. It is also 
the eastern gateway to the 
Ohlone Wilderness Trail, a 
28-mile back-country public 
trail. 
 For updates on Del Valle’s 
status as the wet weather 
subsides, visit www.ebparks.
org. To cancel or reschedule 
a campground reservation, 
dial 1-888-327-2757 and se-
lect “Option 2.” 

Del Valle closed  
amid storms

High lake levels lead EBRPD  
to bar access for safety reasons
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BY JULIA BAUM

 Outside influences like school, 
cellphones and social media are 
common burdens of modern ado-
lescence. Tri-Valley parents can 
learn helpful tips for spotting and 
addressing these stressors in their 
children at an upcoming free event 
called “Raising Emotionally Healthy 
Kids.”
 Guest speakers and educators 
from local nonprofit Axis Com-
munity Health will host the 

multi-week educational series, 
which explores a recent increase 
in depression, anxiety and suicide 
among youths and the impact that 
kids’ social media and cellphone 
use can have.
 “Teens are faced with stress from 
so many aspects of modern life 
that it can seem overwhelming. But, 
with the right tools and information, 
parents can help,” Emma Gil, one of 
Axis’ primary prevention educators, 
said in a statement. 

 According to the lead author of 
a 2016 study from the Johns Hop-
kins Bloomberg School of Public 
Health, “there is some evidence 
that cyberbullying puts children 
and adolescents at increased risk of 
depression.”
 After losing his son to suicide, 
Graham Wiseman, who hosts the 
event, abandoned his corporate ca-
reer to speak about teen mental 
health issues. Wiseman will lead 
parents through discussions about 

anxiety, depression and suicide and 
how to recognize the signs, as well 
as share cellphone and social media 
strategies. 
 Heather Mackey, an Axis educator 
who works with several Tri-Valley 
schools, said, “Teaching teens to be 
resilient in how they handle stress 
can do a lot to prevent them from 
feeling overwhelmed and lead to 
healthier lives both emotionally and 
physically.”
 Parents can attend any of the 

following dates: next Thursday 
(Feb. 28) in Livermore at the Rob-
ert Livermore Community Cen-
ter, 4444 East Ave.; March 19 in 
Pleasanton at the Rosewood Com-
mons Auditorium, 4400 Rosewood 
Drive; and March 20 in Dublin at 
the Shannon Community Center, 
11600 Shannon Drive. 
 All sessions start at 6 p.m. Regis-
tration is requested; RSVP at event-
brite.com by searching for “Raising 
Emotionally Healthy Kids.” 

BY JEREMY WALSH

 The Las Positas College Regional 
Fire Academy recently earned new 
status as an accredited regional 
training program in the state fire 
training system, officials with the 
Livermore community college an-
nounced last week.
 The new accreditation, which is 
in place for an initial three-year 
period, will provide program gradu-
ates with certificates from the State 
Fire Training Division and the Na-
tional Wildfire Coordinating Group, 
with the ultimate goal of better posi-
tioning the students to find work as 
a firefighter in the region.
 “We have the expectation and 
hope that all LPC Fire Academy 
graduates will obtain employment 

in fire departments throughout 
Alameda County or become fire-
fighters elsewhere within the state 
or country,” Las Positas Interim 
President Roanna Bennie said in a 
statement. 
 The accreditation lets the Liver-
more college offer a “Basic Firefight-
er 1 Academy,” which will allow 
graduates to obtain work as fire-
fighters through instruction from 
Livermore-Pleasanton Fire Depart-
ment and other agencies’ personnel 
that will provide an academic, be-
havioral, physical and manipulative 
skills base, officials said. 
 Graduates will also earn state 
and federal certificates in incident 
command systems and wildland 
firefighting.

 The accreditation came after the 
academy received the recommen-
dation of Cal Fire and the Office of 
the State Fire Marshall. Bennie also 
credited internal support from fac-
ulty emeritus Ron Johansen in the 
fire science technology program 
and deans Neal Ely, Lisa Everett, 
Nan Ho and Don Carlson.
 The college’s first academy class 
under the new accreditation start-
ed their work last month, with 
30 students under the tutelage of 
LPFD firefighters and officers ap-
pointed to teach through the col-
lege. For more information on the 
academy, including how to apply, 
visit www.laspositascollege.edu/fst/ 
fireacademy.php. 

Teen mental health, social media link explored in upcoming series
Tri-Valley sessions offer helpful tech tips for parents and youth

LPC Fire Academy receives  
new accreditation

Prospective firefighters to work toward state, federal certifications

LPC

The Las Positas College Regional Fire Academy has earned a new accreditation 
status in its effort to train prospective firefighters for careers in the field. 

 The Chabad seeks permission to 
expand its religious activities while 
also offering a preschool and host-
ing outdoor events at property the 
Jewish organization bought in 2017 
— a land-use proposal that drew 
concerns from neighbors who faced 
noise and rowdiness problems with 
the site when it was the Pleasanton 
Masonic Lodge. 
 The permit conditions endorsed 
by city planning commissioners June 
27 were aimed at finding a bal-
ance between the property rights 
of Chabad and their neighbors, a 
middle ground that neither group 
ended up particularly happy with, 
leading Resnick and the Millers to file 
separate appeals.
 The council held an initial public 
hearing in August but held off on 
a final decision after learning of an 
11th-hour partial compromise at-
tempt between Chabad officials and 
the Millers — a proposal that seemed 
to be falling apart as the two-hour 
meeting wrapped up that night. 
 Since the last hearing on Aug. 21, 
the city also received a letter from St. 
Clare’s Episcopal Church — a neigh-
bor who shares a parking lot with 

Chabad — raising concerns about 
parking and trash storage. 
 After months of discussion and 
review among the stakeholders and 
Pleasanton planning staff since that 
Aug. 21 council hearing, city officials 
were ready to recommend the coun-
cil deny both appeals and uphold 
the commission’s project approval on 
Tuesday night. 

In other business

 • City staff led an hour-long pre-
sentation giving an overview of hous-
ing laws and emerging state legisla-
tion, the first of two discussions 
planned at the council level as Pleas-
anton prepares for potential state 
responses to the housing shortfall. 
 The State Legislature has been 
working in recent years to address 
causes of the so-called housing crisis, 
issues such as inequality and lack 
of opportunity, decreasing affordabil-
ity, home ownership rates lowest 
since 1940s, high homelessness, and 
discrimination and inadequate ac-
commodations, according to Gerry 
Beaudin, the city’s community devel-
opment director.
 “As we get into these changes with 
state law, we’re expecting some of 
our local control to be limited, and 
our thorough local processes to be 

eroded,” Beaudin told the council
 City officials are tracking new pol-
icy and legislative proposals at the 
regional and state levels that could 
greatly impact Pleasanton, such as 
the “CASA Compact,” Senate Bill 50 
and dozens of other potential state 
bills, Beaudin said.
 He added, “There has been a pret-
ty noticeable lack of focus on impacts 
associated with additional housing 
in communities — things like water, 
sewer, transportation, schools, librar-
ies, parks. There just hasn’t been a lot 
of mitigation discussed with respect 
to solving about 30 years or more 
of housing shortfalls in a really short 
period of time.”
 City leaders are working to devise 
a strategy to advocate for top pri-
orities related to housing regulations 
and local control. 
 The five Tri-Valley city councils 
are set to hold a quarterly meet-
ing next Wednesday to discuss a 
regional framework for housing ad-
vocacy, and the Pleasanton council 
is expected to confirm its support of 
the regional framework, along with 
other Pleasanton-specific additions, 
during its March 5 meeting.
 • Council members heard from 
more than 20 fourth-graders from 
Walnut Grove Elementary School 

lamenting the negative impacts sin-
gle-use plastics have on the environ-
ment and urging the council to enact 
regulations to reduce plastic pollu-
tion in Pleasanton.
 This marked the second straight 
council meeting Walnut Grove 
fourth-graders turned out in a call 
to action after the students watched 
the documentary short film “Straws” 
by director/producer Linda Booker 
focusing on the effects plastic waste 
have on the environment, the oceans 
and wildlife.
 In addition to student speakers 
and parents in the audience, the 
council heard from Jackie Nunez, 
founder of The Last Plastic Straw, 
a movement aimed at eliminating 
single-use plastics at the source. 
 The council couldn’t respond to 
the comments because the issue 
wasn’t listed on Tuesday night’s  agen-
da, but Mayor Jerry Thorne suggest-
ed the advocates attend the March 
12 public workshop when council 
members will formulate their two-
year work plan. Two weeks ago, the 
council agreed to consider including 
a potential plastic straw ban among 
the city’s priorities for 2019-2020.
 • Also during non-agenda com-
ment, several students from Foothill 
High School presented a proposed 

resolution requesting the council en-
dorse a federal “Green New Deal” 
inspired by legislation recently intro-
duced by Democrat  Sen. Ed Markey 
and Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez.
 “Local governments calling for the 
federal government to pass a Green 
New Deal will demonstrate wide-
spread popular support for necessary 
and just climate action,” the resolu-
tion stated in part. 
 • Another handful of residents 
— students and parents from Vin-
tage Hills Elementary School — also 
spoke during non-agenda comment, 
calling on the city to reinstate a cross-
ing guard and implement other traf-
fic safety measures at the Grillo Court 
crosswalk.
 Grillo Court is a main dropoff spot 
for families next to the campus, and 
drivers often rush in and out of the 
court without regard for students 
crossing the street, resulting in dan-
gerous conditions for the young kids 
and several close calls recently. 
 • The council authorized an ad-
ditional $100,000 maximum to the 
budget for consultant work related 
to updating the environmental im-
pact report for the Johnson Drive 
Economic Development — the area 
eyed for rezoning to allow Costco, 
two hotels and other businesses. 

CHABAD
Continued from Page 5
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There is a reason we use our residents as our photo models. We want you to see real  
people at real communities enjoying the life they choose. Whether it’s joining friends in a card 
game, taking a stroll around the grounds, stepping on the bus for an excursion or getting together 
to share a meal, our residents find everything they need right here. 

Experience the Parkview difference. Call or go online now.

REAL PEOPLE. REAL FUN. 

Real friends share a secret an Eskaton community

managed by

eskaton.org

The Parkview 
Assisted Living and Memory Care 
925-398-3933 
License #015601283

eskaton.org/parkview

BY JEREMY WALSH

Therese W. McMillan, a career 
public transportation official with 
strong Bay Area ties, is set to start 
her new role next week as executive 
director of the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Commission. 

In the position, which doubles as 
the top executive of the Association 
of Bay Area Governments, McMil-
lan will lead the agencies’ efforts in 
transportation and regional land-use 
planning, including housing policy 
and strategy, across the nine-county 

Bay Area. 
“I am excited 

to return to the 
Bay Area, and to 
all its beauty and 
opportunities,” 
said McMillan, 
a former MTC 
deputy executive 
director who has been working most 
recently as chief planning officer for 
the Los Angeles County Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority.

“One of my primary goals is to 

make the Bay Area’s transportation 
and housing opportunities attain-
able to all people who reside across 
the Bay Area. Tackling this challenge 
will take vision,” McMillan said in a 
statement at the time of her hiring 
last month.

“It also will require new and in-
novative partnerships among Bay 
Area communities, service provid-
ers, and leaders across government 
and the private sector. Working with 
the Commission, I will strive to lead 
MTC forward as an extraordinary 

visionary and partner,” she added. 
McMillan, whose first day is 

scheduled to be next Friday, takes the 
reins from retiring executive director 
Steve Heminger, who had led MTC 
since 2001 and ABAG since the two 
agencies merged in 2017.

A familiar face for MTC, McMillan 
worked for the agency for 25 years 
at various levels, including more 
than eight years as deputy execu-
tive director for policy. She left MTC 
when then-President Barack Obama 
appointed her to serve as deputy 

administrator of the Federal Transit 
Administration in the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation. 

McMillan subsequently served as 
acting FTA administrator from March 
2014 to March 2016 before taking 
the position as LA Metro’s planning 
chief in April 2016. 

“I would like to thank my col-
leagues on the commission for the 
many, many hours of time put into 
this national search to find the best 
possible pool of candidates for us 
to consider. I am confident that Ms. 
McMillan is the right person to lead 
the commission into the future,” said 
Rohnert Park Mayor Jake Mackenzie, 
who serves as MTC board chair. 

McMillan taking reins as MTC executive director
Former deputy to lead Bay Area transportation, regional planning efforts

Therese 
McMillan
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the day-to-day learning experience 
remains intact and that our WASC 
accreditation visit is focused on the 
things that make us all proud to 
be Dons,” Williams added. “As the 
former principal of Amador Valley, I 
am grateful for the amazing Amador 
community, and look forward to 
working with you to ensure that 
our school activities continue to run 
smoothly.”

 Solorzano had not been reached 
for comment as of press deadline 
Wednesday. 
 A career educator with life-
long ties to the East Bay, Solor-
zano was hired by the Pleasanton 
school board last spring to lead the 
2,700-student high school starting 
this school year. 
 Before coming to Amador, Solor-
zano was director of secondary ed-
ucation for Dublin Unified School 
District for the 2017-18 school 
year, and prior to that, he worked 

as a principal in Livermore, first at 
Livermore High School and then at 
Marilyn Elementary School. 
 Solorzano was the third princi-
pal for Amador since the 2015-16 
school year. 
 The duration of his personal 
leave is unclear, but it comes one 
week before Amador is due to 
be visited by Western Association 
of Schools and Colleges accredita-
tion officials. Amador, along with 
Village High, are going through a 
regular update of their accredita-
tion this year, according to PUSD 
spokesman Patrick Gannon.
 The personal leave also began 
almost three weeks after the con-
clusion of a district-paid investi-
gation into high school transcript 
integrity. 
 A PUSD legal consultant con-
cluded in her report Jan. 31 that 
high school administrators — 
whose names were not released — 
intentionally removed a completed 
course from a student’s transcript 
and record in violation of state 
law. The investigator deemed that 
incident, and another case of an ac-
cidental course removal, were iso-
lated and did not indicate systemic 
problems with PUSD’s management 
of student records. 
 Gannon said he could not com-
ment about whether Solorzano’s 
personal leave was connected to 
the transcript probe, citing person-
nel confidentiality reasons. 

PRINCIPAL
Continued from Page 5

half of the students at her old school 
belonged to minority groups. 
 “We clearly have a very differ-
ent group of kids but it’s a project I 
think they get a lot from,” Lack said, 
like cultivating empathy and “having 
perspective.”
 “The thing I emphasize is putting 
emotion into their writing so they’re 
becoming the person’s autobiogra-
phy, basically,” she added.
 There were some guidelines and 
lessons that Lack laid out beforehand, 
like requiring the person picked to 
be born in the United States and 
forbidding anyone from darkening 
their skin color for their costume, 
but otherwise students could pick 
just about any well known historical 
black individual they wanted.

 Jhadis Luckey struck a pose near 
the entrance of the room that morn-
ing as Martin Luther King, Jr. while 
his dad, Jerry, and younger brother 
looked on. Luckey said he chose 
King because he was someone who 
“wanted racism to end”, and he was 
surprised to learn that King had been 
arrested and was also the youngest 
man to win the Nobel Peace Prize. 
 “He’s a person that stood up for 
any type of black person,” Luckey 
said. “He’s the one who changed seg-
regation laws and I wouldn’t be here 
if it weren’t for him.”
 Like her classmate, Leanne Javier 
selected Civil War abolitionist Harri-
et Tubman — also known as “Moses 
of the People” for leading other slaves 
to freedom — for similar reasons. 
 “She did a lot of good stuff and I 
wanted to be like her,” Javier said.
 Strength and leadership were 

some of the most mentioned and 
admired qualities about the kids’ 
research subjects. Samaree Bradly 
related to the feisty essence of Ella 
Baker, a lesser known but important 
figure in the civil rights movement 
who worked side by side with people 
like King (with whom Bradly said 
Baker occasionally butted heads) and 
Thurgood Marshall. 
 “She seemed like a really strong 
woman because when she was in col-
lege, she was valedictorian,” Bradly 
said. “She had many quotes that were 
inspiring like, ‘strong people don’t 
need strong leaders’.”
 Along with tolerance and open 
mindedness, Lack said embodying 
the spirit of great trailblazers taught 
the children importance of having 
a growth mindset: “When someone 
says no to you, you figure out how to 
work harder to reach those goals.” 

HISTORY
Continued from Page 5
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TAKE US ALONG

Above the Grand Canal: Xiaopei and Andrew Gelb keep informed in Venice, 
Italy on the Accademia Bridge, which spans the Grand Canal and connects the 
San Marco and the Dorsoduro districts. The bridge is named for the nearby art 
museum called the Gallerie dell’Accademia, and is said to offer some of the best 
Grand Canal views in Venice, including the dome of Santa Maria della Salute. 

To explore more about Pleasanton, 
visit us at www.cityofpleasantonca.gov

UPCOMING MEETINGS
Planning Commission
Wednesday, February 27, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. 
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

P19-0021/P19-0022/P19-0023, City of Pleasanton 
Applications for the property at 4363 and 4377 First St. for: (1) General 
Plan Amendment to change the land use designation from Retail/

to Community Facilities – Public and Institutional; (2) Downtown 

Downtown Commercial to Public; and (3) Rezoning from C-C (Central 
Commercial), Downtown Revitalization, Core Area Overlay District to 
Public and Institutional, Downtown Revitalization, Core Area Overlay 
District
P18-0340, Simon Properties, 1700 Stoneridge Mall Road 
Workshop to review and receive comments on an application 
for Design Review approval to demolish the existing Sears Department 
store (approximately 177,930-square-feet) and parking structure and 
construct a 258,000-square-foot development including new retail, 
grocery, cinema, and specialty lifestyle health club uses (net increase of 
80,070 square feet) located at 1700 Stoneridge Mall Road.
Final Trails Master Plan 

Plan.
City Council 2019-2020 Two-Year Work Plan Prioritization 
Process 
Provide input on land use and planning-related priorities for the 2019-
2020 City Council Work Plan.

Downtown Specific Plan Update Task Force 
 

Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue
Review and discuss public outreach results from the November and 
December 2018 public outreach, massage business regulations, 

discrepancies, development standards within mixed-use districts, other 

Impact Report. 

Bicycle, Pedestrian and Trails Committee
Monday, February 25, 2019 at 6:45 p.m. 
Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd.

Process
Review and provide feedback on the conceptual design for the 

*************************************************************************************

BE A PART OF THE PUBLIC PROCESS 
VOLUNTEER FOR A CITY COMMISSION

In April and September of each year, the Mayor and City Council 
recruits and appoints residents of Pleasanton to a variety of boards 

important community issues. Applications are now being accepted for 
the following:

Bicycle, Pedestrian and Trails Committee 
One vacancy

Committee on Energy and the Environment 
One vacancy, One Youth vacancy
Economic Vitality Committee 

Three vacancies: Commercial Real Estate Broker, Commercial Real 
Estate Development, and Financial Services

Housing Commission 
One vacancy

Human Services Commission 
Two vacancies, One youth vacancy

Planning Commission 
One vacancy

Youth Commission 
Two middle-school vacancies

For more information or to apply,  
please visit cityofpleasantonca.gov/boards

Applicants must reside within the Pleasanton city limits  
Applications are due March 22, 2019. 
Interviews with the Mayor will be held  

March 27 and March 29, 2019
 

City Clerk at 925-931-5027

SCRIPPS

South Bay boy wins 
Spelling Bee
Rishik Gandhasri, a seventh-grader from 
San Jose, took the top spot last Sunday at 
the 2019 Scripps Bay Area Regional Spelling 
Bee, held in Pleasanton’s Amador Theater. 
Gandhasri swept the competition and 
closed out the victory by correctly spelling 
“guanabana,” a type of tropical fruit. 
Runner-up Vayun Krishna of Palo Alto lost 
out when he misspelled “occitan.” As part 
of his prize, Gandhasri will also receive an 
all-expenses paid trip in May to compete 
in the Scripps National Spelling Bee in 
Washington, D.C. 
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The Pleasanton Police Department made 
the following information available. 

Feb. 17
Theft from auto

 11:35 a.m. on the 2000 block of 
Eilene Drive

Drug violation

 2:25 a.m. on the 5800 block of 
Owens Drive

 8:55 p.m. on the 3200 block of West 
Lagoon Road

Feb. 16
Vandalism

 10:31 a.m. on the 3900 block of 
Stoneridge Drive

 11:45 a.m. on the 11900 block of 
Dublin Canyon Road

Theft from auto

 9:27 a.m. on the 3900 block of 
Stoneridge Drive

Drug violation

 2:21 a.m. on the 5800 block of 
Owens Drive

Feb. 15
Theft

 10:28 a.m. at Maywood and 
Stonedale drives; auto theft

 11:06 a.m. on the 4700 block of 
Willow Road; theft from auto

 11:25 a.m. on the 6700 block of 
Bernal Avenue

 11:55 a.m., 4300 block of Payne 
Road; theft from auto

 1:24 p.m., 2100 block of Stoneridge 
Mall Road; shoplifting

 1:26 p.m. on the 4100 block of 
Hazelhurst Court

 3:03 p.m. on the 4500 block of 
Rosewood Drive

 7:38 p.m., 3100 block of Santa Rita 
Road; theft from structure

Alcohol violation

 9:44 p.m. on the 1900 block of Santa 
Rita Road

Drug violation

 5:10 p.m. on the 6800 block of Corte 
De Flores

 7:13 p.m. on the 1300 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

Feb. 14
Domestic battery

 9:42 p.m. on Dublin Canyon Road

Theft

 9:48 a.m., 7000 block of Bernal 
Avenue; theft from auto

 1:33 p.m., 6300 block of Stoneridge 
Mall Road; theft from auto

 6:14 p.m. on the 1300 block of 
Brookline Loop

Fraud

 1:51 p.m. on the 4300 block of 
Rosewood Drive

Feb. 13
Theft

 7:46 a.m., 1100 block of Sunset Creek 
Lane; theft from auto

 10:12 a.m., 4500 block of Chabot 
Drive; theft from auto

 12:08 p.m., 1100 block of Stoneridge 
Mall Road; shoplifting

 12:31 p.m., 4200 block of Rosewood 
Drive; shoplifting

Alcohol violation

 1:08 p.m. on the 4200 block of First 
Street

 8:21 p.m. on the 1300 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

Feb. 12
Theft

 7:02 a.m., 11900 block of Dublin 
Canyon Road; theft from auto

 7:51 a.m., 3800 block of Stanley 
Blvd.; theft from auto

 3:43 p.m. on the 4500 block of 
Rosewood Drive

 4:05 p.m., 6000 block of Johnson 
Drive; auto theft

 6:30 p.m., 2700 block of Stoneridge 
Drive; theft from auto

 8:29 p.m., 4800 block of Hopyard 
Road; theft from auto

 8:50 p.m., 5700 block of Johnson 
Drive; theft from auto

Burglary

 8:39 a.m. on the 3600 block of 
Nevada Street

 9:17 a.m. on the 11900 block of 
Dublin Canyon Road

 9:46 p.m. on the 2700 block of 
Stoneridge Drive

Embezzlement

 4:06 p.m. on the 1500 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

Alcohol violation

 12:44 p.m. on the 4200 block of 
Valley Avenue

 2:24 p.m. on the 4500 block of 
Rosewood Drive

Vandalism

 5:54 p.m. on the 5800 block of 
Owens Drive

 8:29 p.m. on the 4800 block of 
Hopyard Road

Feb. 11
Theft from auto

 8:25 a.m. on the 5700 block of 
Gibraltar Drive

 8:34 p.m. on the 4800 block of 
Hopyard Road

 9:11 p.m. on the 5900 block of 
Owens Drive

Rape 

 8:37 a.m. on Stoneridge Mall Road

POLICE REPORT

Livermore company 
fined for fatal trench 
collapse

 A Livermore-based business has 
been cited more than $242,000 for 
safety violations related to the death 
of a worker in the collapse of a 
trench in Daly City last July, Califor-
nia Division of Occupational Safety 
and Health officials said last week.
 Platinum Pipeline Inc. received 
citations by Cal/OSHA for 10 viola-
tions following the death of 33-year-
old Abel Sauceda of Modesto in 
the trench collapse at a residential 
construction site at 1 Martin St. on 
July 27, 2018.
 According to the workplace safety 
agency, the company instructed em-
ployees to continue grading the bot-
tom of the trench without providing 
any protection, even after seeing the 
soil was unstable. A 14-foot-high 
excavation wall then collapsed, kill-
ing Sauceda.
 The workers were digging trench-
es to install storm drain pipes. 
Three of the five workers there were 
trained in excavation, and the ends 
of the trench had been sloped to 
prevent cave-ins, but one side was 
not sloped because of concerns that 
a nearby utility pole could fall, ac-
cording to Cal/OSHA.
 A worker saw a large crack in the 
dirt of the unprotected wall, but two 
workers were instructed to proceed 
with the work. When the wall col-
lapsed, Sauceda died but the second 
worker escaped, Cal/OSHA officials 
said.
 Platinum Pipeline received two 

violations classified as willful-seri-
ous accident-related, five classified 
as serious and three classified as 
general. The overall fine amount is 
$242,600.
 The two most serious offenses 
were failing to ensure that no em-
ployees were in the trench until an 
adequate protective system could be 
installed, and for failing to remove 
workers after someone observed 
cave-in hazards, according to Cal/
OSHA.
 “Excavations must be properly 
shored, sloped or shielded before 
workers enter,” Cal/OSHA Chief Ju-
liann Sum said in a news release 
Feb. 13. “The employer overseeing 
this operation understood the haz-
ards, but did not take the necessary 
steps to protect its workers.”
 Officials with Platinum Pipeline 
were not immediately available to 
comment on the Cal/OSHA fine.
 A GoFundMe page set up to 
help Sauceda’s family pay for funeral 
costs and send his body to be bur-
ied in Mexico received more than 
$27,000.

In other news

 • A Dublin teenager who was 
missing for a week returned home 
safely this Tuesday, according to 
Dublin Police Services.
 DPS had put out a call for public 
help in locating Max Joseph Merrell 
after the 14-year-old was reported 
missing by his family on Feb. 12. 
The public call included descrip-
tions of his appearance and last 
known whereabouts, along with a 
recent photograph.
 Dublin police Capt. Nate Schmidt 
confirmed late Tuesday night that 
Merrell had returned home safely.  

 “Max has been located safe and in 
good health. Thank you to everyone 
for their support and assistance,” 
officials posted on the DPS Twitter 
account. 
 • Pleasanton police are continu-
ing to work to identify and arrest the 
men responsible for the takeover-
style robbery of the Wells Fargo in 
Hacienda Business Park on Feb. 8 
that led to a police chase with shots 
fired at an officer and a carjacking 
before the robbers escaped town.
 “We are processing evidence 
from the crime scenes and working 
closely with our state and federal 
partners to track down all potential 
leads,” Lt. Maria Munayer told the 
Weekly on Tuesday morning. 
 The incident unfolded around 
10:40 a.m. Feb. 8 when several 
armed men entered the bank at 
4967 Hopyard Road and robbed 
the bank while yelling at patrons 
and employees to get on the ground. 
Munayer confirmed this week that 
an undisclosed amount of money 
was taken during the robbery.
 The robbers then fled from the 
bank in their GMC Yukon and 
opened fire on a pursuing police pa-
trol vehicle, according to police. The 
gunshots did not hit the officer but 
did strike the hood and front wind-
shield, disabling the police vehicle. 
 The robbers then crashed their 
Yukon and carjacked a brown 
Honda CRV on Muirwood Drive, 
according to police. Both vehicles 
were ultimately abandoned and are 
now in police custody. 
 Despite aerial and ground 
searches of the area that day, the 
culprits — described as three 
or four men in masks and dark 
clothes — escaped Pleasanton and 

have yet to be identified. 
 Anyone with any additional in-
formation on the suspects or the 
robbery are encouraged to call 9-1-1 
or the Pleasanton Police Department 
at 931-5100.
 • After several months of having a 
temporary appointment, the city of 
San Ramon has selected local police 
veteran Craig Stevens to serve as the 
city’s fourth police chief to lead the 
San Ramon Police Department on a 
permanent basis.
 Stevens took the oath of office 
during a special ceremony at the San 
Ramon City Council’s regular meet-
ing on Feb. 12, where he promised 
to continue the SRPD’s success in 
making San Ramon  one of Califor-
nia’s safest cities, while adding that 
the department can always do more 
and he will explore innovating the 
SRPD.
 “I want to say it is an honor 
for me to take this position. Being 
the police chief for the city of San 
Ramon is certainly a pinnacle. San 
Ramon is really a special place. We 
have an amazing community that 
we serve; and frankly, our city staff 

is truly second to none,” Stevens 
said in front of an audience that 
included approximately two-dozen 
police officers.
 “We’re always looking at ways 
to bring our best level of service to 
the community and are exploring 
technology that assures that we are 
providing the best level of service,” 
he added.
 As one of the original SRPD of-
ficers when the department was 
founded in 2007, Stevens boasts 
nearly three decades working in law 
enforcement overall that has given 
him a wealth of experience in serv-
ing the community. He started his 
career in 1992 as a deputy-sheriff 
in the Contra Costa County Sheriff’s 
Office, where he served the county 
in a variety of capacities.  
 City officials were quick to praise 
the career and selection of Stevens 
as the department’s new chief, in-
cluding City Manager Joe Gorton, 
who served nearly four years as San 
Ramon’s police chief.
 “Having been a former police 
chief for this city ... I know ex-
actly what it takes to ensure that 
this community continues to receive 
the extraordinary police service that 
always maintains and emphasis ser-
vice, trust and communication with 
its residents,” Gorton said at Tues-
day’s meeting. “It was clear that 
Chief Stevens is the perfect person 
to lead this department into the 
future and I’m happy to introduce 
him tonight.”
 Stevens had served as the SR-
PD’s interim chief since last Sep-
tember, replacing Dan Pratt after 
he retired. 

—Pleasanton Weekly staff
and Bay City News Service
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Tri Valley Life What’s happening around 
the Valley in music, theater, 

art, movies and more

A rtist E. Trent Thompson has an interest in 
seeing the total person — and a heart to 
help those in need.

 Using these talents, he has embarked on Pictures 
for People, a project to get to know folks on the 
streets, capture their spirit in personal portraits, 
then sell the paintings to help provide them with 
services.
 Thompson, 24, who was raised in upstate New 
York, has been doing art “since I could pick up a 
pencil,” he said with a laugh.
 “I figured out I was good at it and kept at it,” he 
added.
 He moved to California to attend Azusa Pacific 
University where he earned a degree in cinematic 
arts with a concentration in animation and a minor 
in fine art. Now he lives in Dublin and has a studio 
at The Switch, a collaborative work space on Sec-
ond Street in Livermore, where he is establishing 
himself as an “Art-Tre-Pre-Neur.”
 A homeless woman named Syndey perches just 
outside the studio.
 “In passing by her in the mornings, I would 
say hi and move on about my day,” Thompson 
said. “Occasionally I would bring her lunch or 
whatever.”

E. Trent Thompson created six 
portraits of people experiencing 
homelessness or other challenges 
for his Pictures for People project, 
which will benefit services that 
help them. Above and right: 
Shaun is a friendly, charismatic 
man who leads an AA group and 
a community breakfast outreach 
every Sunday morning at Discovery 
Church in Livermore. Far right: 
Blake, shown with his portrait 
and his dad, is a participant of 
Sunflower Hill’s Sunday Breakfast 
at Stable Café, where once a 
month, individuals with special 
needs from Sunflower Hill learn 
restaurant skills.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

really seeing 
people

PICTURES FOR PEOPLE 
PROJECT TO RAISE MONEY  

TO HELP HOMELESS

By Dolores Fox Ciardelli

THE ART OF  
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 But he wanted to do more for her than 
just wave in the morning.
 “I wanted to make her feel seen, to know 
that people feel for her and wish they could 
help,” Thompson said.
 He started talking to her and learned her 
story.
 “I made it a point to build a relationship, 
then asked if I could paint a picture of her,” 
Thompson recalled.
 He took a reference photo of Syndey 
and set to work. What emerged was a large 
up-close likeness using colors to reveal her 
personality.
 “I took it out to her to show her, and she 
was absolutely delighted,” Thompson re-
called. “Just seeing her smile when she saw 
the picture inspired me that it was some-
thing to do more often.”
 He began to befriend other homeless 
people, getting to know them and do their 
portraits. He also branched off into other 
people with needs. Shepherd’s Gate, a shel-
ter for women and children, put him in 
touch with an alumna who was willing to 
share her story, and he also made connec-
tions at Sunflower Hill, a community of 
people with special needs.
 Thompson has completed the personal 
portraits of six people, each 48 inches by 
30 inches, acrylic on wood or canvas, and 
is now partnering with CityServe of the Tri-
Valley to hold a fundraising art show from 
6-9 p.m. March 12 at Range Life restaurant 
in Livermore to auction them off. Tickets 
for the event are $75, which includes hors 
d’oeuvres, a drink and live music. Proceeds 
go to the nonprofit groups that have helped 
those in the portraits.

 “Part of the learning process for me has 
been how to facilitate these paintings, sell-
ing them, and making sure we are respect-
ing the subjects in the process,” Thompson 
said. “It’s an innovative way to help that 
person.”
 “The key has been to be honest with the 
person,” he added.
 CityServe is the fiduciary agency for the 
project, receiving the donations and dis-
bursing them as directed.
 “I love the fact that there is dignity in-
volved, in just showing people as people, 
not as their situation,” Aaron Horner, of 
CityServe, said in an online video detailing 
the project.
 “I like it. It makes me feel important,” 
Syndey shared on the video.
 When each painting was completed, 
Thompson had the subject sign it.

 

“That’s the last step of the process, to take it 
back to the person to show them themselves 
and they sign it,” he said. “It’s a lot of fun.”
 These signed portraits will be auctioned 
off March 12 but the buyers will not take 
ownership until after they are displayed to 
the public for free from 1-3 p.m. May 11 
at the Bankhead Theater. The subjects also 
receive a small print of the portrait.
 Thompson hopes to bring more artists 
into the project.
 “My goal is to be able to keep it grow-
ing and growing,” he said. “It’s just a good 
way to fuse my passion for art with helping 
people. It seems like a win-win.”
 Thompson wants to create art with a pur-
pose as opposed to just being aesthetically 
pleasing.
 “By painting a person in the community 
and sharing their story, we hope to infuse 

compassion back into our community,” he 
explained. “By purchasing a painting, we 
hope to be able to fund community organi-
zations and projects that will better the lives 
of our brothers and sisters in need.”
 “We are painting a brighter picture one 
person at a time,” he added.
 To buy tickets for the March 12 event, 
or to see the video about the project, visit 
www.etrentart.com/pictures-for-people. 

TRI VALLEY LIFE

Above: The first step in the process is taking a reference 
photo such as this one Thompson took of Syndey, who 
has been sleeping on the same corner in Livermore for four 
years. Right: Trent says this portrait pleases Syndey, who 
often goes to Asbury Food Kitchen for a warm meal.

Above: Chris, a soft-spoken guy who is full of ideas and looking for work, 
wants the money from the painting of him to go to the Homeless Refuge 
that serves the Tri-Valley. Right: Sarah is an alumna of Shepherd’s Gate, a 
nonprofit organization that helps women escape abuse. Sarah is a picture 
of success, now holds a full-time job and has started her own homeless 
ministry, “Mighty2save.”

Calling 
talented 

teens
Sign-ups being accepted 

for Open Mic Night

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

 Teens are invited to sign up to show-
case their talents at the Teen Open 
Mic Night taking place from 7-9 p.m. 
March 8 at Inklings Coffee & Tea, 530 
Main St.
 The event is being presented by 
the city’s Ptownlife.org Web team, the 
High School Music Collaborative and 
Inklings for participation by all Pleas-
anton high school students. Everyone 
is welcome to attend.
 Sign up by filling in the form at bit.ly/
march8openmic, to give details about 
the act and any equipment required.
 Talents might include music, speak-
ing, poetry or comedy. 

—Dolores Fox Ciardelli
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March 9, 10, 16 & 17, 2019
Tickets @ LVOpera.com

Regular price: $42- $90

Ages 20 and under: $20

Ages 40 and under: $40

Free Lecture One Hour Before Curtain

OperaLIVERMORE
VALLEY

CAST

Alex DeSocio
Opera Santa Barbara

Shirin Eskandani
Metropolitan Opera

Peter Strummer
San Francisco Opera

Thomas Glenn
Lyric Opera of Chicago

World class Opera at 
the Bankhead Theater

Superstar cast! Don't miss out!

TRI VALLEY LIFE

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Lively Celtic fiddling
The Bankhead Theater will welcome the return of master fiddlers Natalie MacMaster and Donnell Leahy 
in a lively celebration of the music of their Canadian roots, “Visions of Cape Breton and Beyond,” at 7:30 
p.m. this Wednesday (Feb. 27). Tickets are $20-$80; $20 for students and military. Visit lvpac.org; go to 
the Bankhead box office at 2400 First St. in Livermore; or call 373-6800.

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

 A night of laughter will benefit 
Harvest Park Middle School, as 
three comedians take the stage 
at the “Patriot Parent Social and 
Comedy Night” on March 5 at 
Tommy T’s Comedy Club. Door 
open at 6:30 p.m.; the show starts 
at 7:30 p.m.
 The comedians are Regina 
Stoops, Tramane Webb and Stacey 
Gustafson.
 Stoops was born and raised in 
a town called Normal, though her 
humor is anything but as she takes 
a look at an ordinary life and re-
defines what it is to be “normal.” 
Webb is a young Bay Area come-
dian with an even-keeled delivery 
as he riffs on both intelligent and 
seemingly ridiculous funny top-
ics. And Gustafson is a comedian, 
inspirational speaker and author 
of “Are You Still Kidding Me?” 
whose tongue-in-cheek humor 
resonates as she pokes fun at kids, 
parents, marriage and midlife.

 Tickets are $20 or eight for 
$120, with a two-item minimum 
purchase required. The event will 
also include a drawing at 6:30 

p.m., to help funding for class-
rooms, the library, a wellness pro-
gram, the garden, student groups 
and school activities. 

 Pleasanton’s Museum on Main 
will display dolls from its collec-
tions in a new exhibit opening 
Wednesday titled “Tri-Valley of the 
Dolls.”
 The show will include hand-
made dolls, mass-market toys and 
collectible dolls from more than 
a century in the Tri-Valley. These 
include dolls from the collection 
of more than 100 that belonged to 
Pleasanton residents Wanda West 

and her daughter Jean West Jones 
between the 1930s and the 1970s.
 The exhibit also includes dolls 
in folk costumes from around the 
world, dolls of celebrities and his-
torical figures, baby dolls, fashion 
dolls, paper dolls, puppets, and 
doll clothing and furniture. Some 
are from famous designers such 
as Norah Wellings and Madame 
Alexander.
 Visitors will not only see the 

dolls but also learn about the mod-
ern history of dolls and collecting 
dolls.
 “Tri-Valley of the Dolls” runs from 
Feb. 27 to March 31 in the Phoebe 
Hearst Gallery at Museum on Main, 
603 Main St. Hours are 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Tuesdays to Saturdays; and 
1-4 p.m. Sundays. For more infor-
mation, visit www.museumonmain.
org or call 462-2766. 

—Dolores Fox Ciardelli

Have a laugh, help a school
Three comedians onstage to benefit Harvest Park

Hello, dolls! — at Museum on Main
Historic collections yield extensive exhibit
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Comedians Regina Stoops, Tramane Webb and Stacey Gustafson are 
performing next month at a fundraiser for Harvest Park Middle School.

 LVPAC.org      
2400 First Street, Downtown Livermore

OPENING ACT
Will Champlin

Oct 27

JUST BOOKED!
INTERNATIONAL 
GUITAR NIGHT

Dexterity and Diversity 
Within the World of 

Acoustic Guitar

2/28

BUMPER 
JACKSONS

Country Swing 
Old-Time Blues 

Brassy Bluegrass

3/22

NATALIE MACMASTER & DONNELL LEAHY 2/27
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BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

Livermore Valley Opera opens 
“The Barber of Seville,” one of the 
most recognizable comedic operas of 
all time, on March 9 at the Bankhead 
Theater. The fully staged production 
with orchestra and subtitles will run 
for two weekends, directed by Rob 
Herriot.

“This production brings togeth-
er such experienced opera talent, 

including singers from the New York 
Metropolitan Opera and other great 
stages,” said artistic director Erie 
Mills, herself an alumnus of the Met.

“Thomas Glenn, who will sing the 
role of Almaviva, holds a Grammy 
Award for Best Opera Recording. 
Peter Strummer as Bartolo returns to 
the Bankhead, as well as Shirin Es-
kandani as Rosina, and Alex DeSocio 
as Figaro,” she added.

Strummer and DeSocio appeared 
in Livermore Valley Opera’s produc-
tion of “Don Pasquale,” and Eskan-
dani was in “Cinderella.”

“Barber” is based on a classic 
French comedy that tells of the 
clever barber Figaro and how he 
assists Count Almaviva in winning 
the hand of his beloved Rosina by 
outwitting her lecherous guardian, 
Doctor Bartolo.

The opera is known for its riot-
ous comedy, memorable arias and 
spectacular ensembles. Beethoven 
was quoted saying to Rossini: “I 
congratulate you. It will be played as 
long as Italian opera exists.”

“It’s an audience favorite for opera 
veterans and newcomers alike,” 
Mills said. “It is an opera full of 
drama and misunderstanding, and 
yet, the right people wind up to-
gether and nobody dies. And with 
the projection of English supertitles, 
the audience won’t miss a single 
laughable line.”

The red carpet will be rolled 
out for all opera attendees for a 
photo-op against a backdrop featur-
ing Livermore Valley Opera’s newly 
designed logo. The ticket price in-
cludes a lecture an hour before 

curtain time and an artists’ reception 
in the lobby immediately after each 
performance.

An opening night gala, for an 
extra $95, begins with a wine recep-
tion at 4 p.m. and includes dinner 
at Uncle Yu’s at the Vineyard. Stage 
director Herriot and music director 
Alexander Katsman will be available 
to meet with guests and provide 
opera insights.

Performances are at 7:30 p.m. 
March 9; 2 p.m. March 10; 7:30 p.m. 

March 16; and 2 p.m. March 17.
Livermore Valley Opera has new 

pricing to encourage younger peo-
ple to explore the magical world of 
opera. Regular tickets are $42-$90; 
40 and under are $40 for all seat-
ing sections except tier 1 (rows F 
and G center); ages 20 and under 
are $20.

Purchase tickets at the Bankhead 
box office, 2400 First St. in Liver-
more; at www.LVOpera.com; or by 
calling 373-6800. 

For more information & tickets for the International Film Series: 

eastbayjewishfilm.org

Thursday, February 28, 7:30 pm 

FFFFFFFF

GOT FILM? 
We’ve got 3 “Two Thumbs Up” Films at the Vine Cinema in Livermore

The Dutch thriller 
Riphagen

TTThhhursddday FFFebbbruary 222888 777:333000 pm Sunday, March 3, 4:30 pm Sunday, March 3, 7:30 pm 

The moving French drama 
A Bag of Marbles

The Israeli comedy sensation 
Stockholm

SSS dd MM hh 33 77 3300SSuunnddaayy MMaarrcchh 33 77::3300 ppmm
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Alex DeSocio and Peter Strummer, shown in Livermore Valley Opera’s 
production of “Don Pasquale” last year, are also starring in “The Barber of 
Seville,” which opens March 9.

Presenting ‘Barber of Seville’  
in all its glory

New pricing to help newcomers discover magic of opera
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A cappella champs
Six Appeal, the 2018 International Professional a cappella champions, 
will be in concert at the Firehouse Arts Center at 8 p.m. next Saturday 
(March 2). The six-man vocal band navigates multiple genres of music, 
rolling through decades of hits with impeccable comedic timing and 
rock-band energy. Tickets are $27-$37. Go to www.firehousearts.org, 
call 931-4848, or purchase at the theater box office, 4444 Railroad Ave.



Page 16 • February 22, 2019 • Pleasanton Weekly

Climate change and Congress

Dear Editor,
As a sophomore in high school, 

I am surrounded every day by am-
bitious, intelligent, kindhearted 
students that sacrifice their time, 
energy and mental health for the 
future: attending college, securing a 
job, working to support themselves. 
In the past few months, I have seen 
spirits deflate as these same stu-
dents watch the looming threat of 
catastrophic climate change devour 
their chance at a bright tomorrow. 

Climate change threatens human 
civilization as we know it, and 
the latest UN IPCC report gives 
us a timeline of less than 12 years 
to effect radical change and limit 
warming to no more than 1.5 de-
grees Celsius. Last year’s California 

wildfires were an important wake-
up call — we truly have no more 
time to lose. 

I urge citizens of the Tri-Valley 
to pressure local leaders to support 
the Green New Deal resolution, 
introduced in Congress by Sen. Ed-
ward Markey and Rep. Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez. A Green New Deal 
is common sense, and quite frankly, 
it is the only solution yet proposed 
by a member of either major politi-
cal party that scales to the climate 
crisis. 

One day, I would like to be able 
to look into my children’s eyes 
and say in good conscience that I 
fought for their right to a planet that 
supports human life. It is time to 
choose people over profit and push 
for a Green New Deal.

—Caroline Gersich 

LETTERS

When Gavin Newsom was 
running for governor 
last year, he adopted 

“courage for a change” as his slogan.
It could be — and was — inter-

preted two ways: that he wanted to 
change the direction of California, 
or that he was disparaging outgo-
ing Gov. Jerry Brown’s reluctance to 
confront the state’s pithiest issues.

Newsom seemingly embraced 

both versions this month in his first 
State of the State address, a very 
long and detailed laundry list of 
the state’s ills and how he intends 
to deal with them that directly and 
indirectly refuted Brown.
 Most starkly, Newsom down-
graded two of his predecessor’s 
pet legacy projects, twin tunnels 
to carry water beneath the Sac-
ramento-San Joaquin Delta and a 

statewide bullet train system.
 He rejected WaterFix, as it’s been 
dubbed, and instead offered sup-
port for one tunnel while seek-
ing compromise among Califor-
nia’s perpetually warring water 
factions. However, shrinking the 
project would require starting over 
on many years of planning twin 
tunnels, thus giving opponents of 
diverting water from the Delta new 
opportunities to kill it. Moreover, 
it’s questionable whether lowering 
the project’s capacity would make 
it pencil out for its sponsors, prin-
cipally Southern California’s Metro-
politan Water District.

Newsom also hit the pause but-
ton for compelling farmers south 
of the Delta to cede more water by 
calling for a compromise agreement 
and changing the chairmanship of 
the State Water Resources Control 
Board, whose water diversion plans 
had angered farmers.

The bullet train project fared even 
worse in Newsom’s declaration that 
“as currently planned (it) would cost 
too much and take too long.”

Casting aside Brown’s obvious 
love for a statewide system linking 
Sacramento and San Francisco in 
the north to Los Angeles and San 
Diego in the south, Newsom called 
for completing just the roughly 
100-mile-long initial San Joaquin 
Valley segment, from Merced to 
near Bakersfield, and making it a 
high-speed system.

However, electrifying the track 
now under construction and buy-
ing high-speed trains to run on it 
would be an enormously expensive 
gesture for such short service. More 
likely, the stretch of track, when 
completed, will be folded into the 
region’s existing Amtrak service.
 Newsom’s declarations on the 
water tunnels and the bullet train 

were the biggest nuggets of news in 
his speech, most of which was de-
voted to issues he had raised in the 
campaign, in his inaugural address 
and in his first budget.
 He hit all the big bullet points, 
from California’s housing crisis to 
the increasing threat of wildfires 
and the bankruptcy of utility giant 
PG&E, and pronounced that all 
could be solved by collaboration 
and new thinking. And, of course, 
he took the obligatory potshots that 
the governor of a deep blue state is 
expected to take at President Don-
ald Trump, particularly on Trump’s 
insistence on building a wall along 
the U.S.-Mexico border.

“The border ‘emergency’ is a 
manufactured crisis,” Newsom de-
clared — quite accurately. “And 
California will not be part of this 
political theater.”

A day earlier, he had announced 
that he would withdraw most of the 
National Guard troops that Brown, 
albeit reluctantly, had committed to 
guarding the border.

All in all, Newsom set an ambi-
tious agenda for his governorship, 
the sort of multi-point plan that 
Brown had often denigrated. And 
in doing so, the new governor set a 
high mark for his political future.

Achieving all he seeks would pro-
pel him into White House conten-
tion sometime after 2020. Failing, 
for whatever reason, would make 
him a footnote in California’s politi-
cal history. 

Editor’s note: Dan Walters has been a 
journalist for nearly 57 years, spending 
all but a few of those years working for 

California newspapers. He currently 
serves as an Opinion Columnist for 

CalMatters, a nonpartisan, nonprofit 
journalism venture committed to 

explaining how California’s state Capitol 
works and why it matters.  

GUEST OPINION
BY DAN WALTERS/CALMATTERS

Newsom downgrades Brown’s pet projects
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Pleasanton Pediatric Dentistry
1443 Cedarwood Lane, Suite D 
Pleasanton, CA 94566 
(925) 846-KIDS (5437)  |  www.PleasantonPediatricDentistry.com
Discover why kids LOVE us and parents TRUST us! Our passion is to make 
kids feel comfortable during their dental visit. Services: Infant Oral Care; Kids, 
Teens, Young Adults; Sedation; Dental Emergencies; Special Needs Children. 
We strive to create a fun-filled environment where children feel at home! 
With three kid friendly locations in Alameda, Oakland & Pleasanton we’re 
conveniently located to better serve your family needs. We make kids smile!

Fashion Design & Sewing Camp
@ KIDZ KRAFTZ!
7690 Quail Creek Cir., Dublin 
(925) 271-0015  |  www.KidzKraftz.com
Focus on sewing stylish, wearable clothing, accessories, craft and jewelry 
projects, while introducing children to fashion design concepts, sewing 
techniques, basic pattern manipulation and fashion illustration. Sewing 
machines and notions provided. FREE fabric for first day of the camp. Pizza 
party on last day of the camp. Early Bird Registration Special, as well as many 
discount options available.

Stratford School
http://stratfordschools.com/summer-camp

Summer@Stratford — Discover Where the Extraordinary 
Begins
Stratford School infuses its STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, 
and Math) and academic curriculum into an innovative and enriching summer 
camp experience for Preschool, Elementary, and Middle School.

Preschool/PreK (age 2 ½ – 4) Weekly themes come to life as Young Campers 
learn, explore, and engage in imaginative activities that promote STEAM 
learning. Each session is designed around inquiry-based projects that develop 
foundational skills in phonics, math, motor skills, music, social skills, and more!

Kindergarten Prep (age 4 – 5) Jr. Campers will develop the skills necessary 
for success in Kindergarten like phonics, fluency, math, printing, and social 
skills. Afternoons will feature fun, hands-on, STEAM-based activities that 
incorporate art, science, and music.

Elementary (entering grades 1 – 5 next school year) We take our enriched 
academic preparation and themed project-based learning to a whole new 
level! Students will collaborate to tackle real-world problems by utilizing cross-
curricular academic principles (Math, Science, and Language Arts) and new 
concepts in a fun and engaging way. Specialized courses at select campuses 
also available in Tech and Engineering, Writing and Math, Language, Culture, 
Science, and Sports.

Middle School (entering grades 6 – 8 next school year) Middle School 
programs are designed to educate and provide academic, social, and 
emotional skills. Math and Language Arts concepts will be covered, in addition 
to developing life skills needed for Middle School and beyond. Afternoon 
options will allow students to explore their interests as well as continue to 
learn new concepts.

Write Now!
Summer Writing Camps 
Pleasanton/Palo Alto 
Hacienda: (925) 485-5750  |  Emerson: (650) 424-1267 
www.headsup.org  |  writenow@headsup.org
Improve your student’s writing skills this summer at Hacienda School of 
Pleasanton and Emerson School of Palo Alto. Courses this year are Expository 
Writing, Creative Writing, and Presentation Techniques. Visit our website for 
more information. 

Camp Connection
Summer 2019

OPINION
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995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
Visa SF 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 554317 
The following person(s) doing business 
as: Visa SF, 5211 DeMarcus Blvd., #257, 
Dublin, CA 94568, County of Alameda, 
is hereby registered by the following 
owner(s): Elvira Akhmadullina, 5211 
DeMarcus Blvd., Dublin, CA 94568. This 
business is conducted by an Individual. 
Registrant has not yet begun to 
transact business under the fictitious 
business name(s) listed herein.  
Signature of Registrant, Elvira 
Akhmadullina, Owner. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on January 23, 2019. 
(Pleasanton Weekly, February 1, 8, 15, 
22, 2019.)

DBC 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 553935 
The following persons doing business 
as: DBC, 5360 Doolan Road, Livermore, 
CA 94551, County of Alameda, is hereby 
registered by the following owners: 
Yue Zu; Yijie Sui, 5360 Doolan Road, 
Livermore, CA 94551. This business 
is conducted by Yue Zu; Yijie Sui, 
Co-partners. Registrants have not yet 
begun to transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed herein. 
Signature of Registrant: Yue Xu, General 
Partner. This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Alameda on 
January 11, 2019. (Pleasanton Weekly, 
Feb. 1, 8, 15, 22, 2019).

Joans on Mane 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 554531 
The following person(s) doing business 
as: Joans on Mane, 616a Main Street, 
Pleasanton, CA 94566, County of 
Alameda, is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s): Joani LeClaire, 
4169 Amberwood Circle, Pleasanton, 
CA 94588. This business is conducted 
by an Individual. Registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) listed herein. 
Signature of Registrant, Joani LeClaire, 
Owner. This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
January 28, 2019. (Pleasanton Weekly, 
February 8, 15, 22, March 1, 2019.)

Saili Music 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 554906 
The following person doing business as: 
Saili Music, 8797 Edenberry St., Dublin, 
CA 94568, County of Alameda, is hereby 

registered by the following owner: 
Saili Suryakant Oak, 8797 Edenberry 
St., Dublin, CA 94568. This business is 
conducted by Saili Suryakant Oak, an 
Individual. Registrant began transacting 
business under the fictitious business 
name listed herein Jan. 1, 2014. 
Signature of Registrant: Saili Oak, 
Owner. This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on Feb. 5, 
2019. (Pleasanton Weekly, Feb. 15, 22, 
March 1, 8, 2019).

Marisa Bakery & Cafe 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 554847 
The following persons doing business 
as: Marisa Bakery & Cafe, 4695 Chabot 
Drive, Suite 200, Pleasanton, CA 
94588, County of Alameda, is hereby 
registered by the following owners: 
Mari Takiyeh; Sarkis Banipalsin, 5215 
Palazzo Drive, Dublin, CA 94568. This 
business is conducted by Mari Takiyeh; 
Sarkis Banipalsin, a Married Couple. 
Registrants began transacting business 
under the fictitious business name 
listed herein Feb. 4, 2019. Signature of 
Registrant: Mari Takiyeh, owner. This 
statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on Feb. 4, 2019. 
(Pleasanton Weekly, Feb. 22, March 1, 8, 
15, 2019).

WestoverWinery.com Inc., Westover, 
Westover Vineyards, Westover Winery, 
Palomares Vineyards 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 554355-554359 
The following person(s) doing business 
as: WestoverWinery.com Inc., Westover, 
Westover Vineyards, Westover Winery, 
Palomares Vinyeards, 34329 Palomares 
Road, Castro Valley, CA 94552 County 
of Alameda is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s): William Westover 
Smyth, 34329 Palomera Road, Castro 
Valley, CA 94552. This business is 
conducted by a Corporation. Registrant 
began transacting business under 
the fictitious business name(s) listed 
herein in 2000. Signature of Registrant: 
William Westover Smyth, President. This 
statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on January 23, 2019.  
(Pleasanton Weekly, February 1, 8, 15, 
22, 2019.)

Casemine, Case Mine 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 554547-554548 
The following person(s) doing business 
as: Casemine, Case Mine, 7011 Koll 
Center Parkway, Suite 160, Pleasanton, 
CA 94566, County of Alameda is hereby 
registered by the following owner(s): 
Mark Francis, 7011 Koll Center Parkway, 
Suite 160, Pleasanton, CA 94566. This 
business is conducted by a Limited 
Liability Company. Registrant has not 
yet begun to transact business under 
the fictitious business name(s) listed 
herein. Signature of registrant, Mark 
Francis, President. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 28, 2019.(Pleasanton 
Weekly, February 1, 8, 15, 22, 2019.)

Call (925) 600-0840 for assistance 
 with your legal advertising needs.

E-mail: gchannell@pleasantonweekly.com

The Amador Valley varsity girls 
basketball team, the No. 12 seed 
in the North Coast Section Divi-
sion I playoffs, pulled a pair of 
upsets last week to advance to the 
semifinals of the tournament.

In the opening round, the Dons 
knocked off No. 5 American 45-42 
to advance to the quarterfinals. 

There, Amador faced No. 4 Cali-
fornia and came away with the 
59-50 win. Emily Tincher had 16 
points for the Dons, with Julia Bal-
estreri adding 14 and Jennie Yang 
10.

The wins set the Dons up for a 
semifinal matchup at top-seeded 
Carondelet on Wednesday eve-
ning, after the Weekly’s print 
deadline. A berth in the NCS Divi-
sion I championship game was on 
the line.

Amador girls soccer

After winning five of their last 
six games in East Bay Athletic 
League play, including a 3-2 Se-
nior Night victory over Foothill, 
the Dons qualified for the NCS 
Division I playoffs.

The Dons’ first-round opponent 
was the Granada Matadors, whom 
they had defeated 3-0 earlier this 
month. However, the Matadors 
prevailed 2-1 on a cold and windy 
night at Amador on Feb. 13.

Granada struck first with a goal 
late in the first half, with junior 
Allie Jones netting the equalizer 
midway through the second half 
with an assist from freshman Mad-
die Benson. The Matadors scored 
a late winning goal to move on to 
the second round.

The Dons were paced this year 
by their three seniors: Kate Shrib-
er, Brooke Delaney and Bailee 
Alvarez-Walls. The defense was 
anchored by junior Julia Gons-
man, and leading scorers were 
junior Kate Reedy and sophomore 
Kennedy Mayo. They finished the 
season with a 9-9 record.

Amador boys basketball

The Dons advanced to the sec-
ond round of the NCS playoffs but 
were eliminated by a tough loss to 
De La Salle.

In the opening round, Amador 
beat Liberty 55-53, knocking off a 

Lions team that was undefeated in 
its league and was on a 16-game 
winning streak.

Jaden Sheppard had 16 points 
to lead the way, with Jules Bel-
losgaurdo adding 15 and Brad 
Couture with 9 for the Dons.

That set up the second-round 
game at De La Salle. The Dons had 
a three-point lead at one point in 
the fourth quarter and trailed by 
only one with 1:54 to play before 
the Spartans pulled away for the 
win.

Sheppard had 14 for Amador, 
with Bellosguardo and Tyler Nan-
ney adding 8 points each. The 
Dons finished the season 19-9.

Golf Ball Drop

Ballistic United Soccer Club will 
host its first Helicopter Golf Ball 
Drop fundraiser on March 16 at 
the Pleasanton Golf Center and 
Patelco Sports Complex.

The Golf Ball Drop will feature a 
$3,000 prize for closest to the pin. 
Prices are as follows: $10 for one 
ball, $45 for five balls, $100 for 12 
balls and $200 for 30 balls.

There will also be cash prizes for 
second and third closest, as well 
as a prize for the furthest away. 
Entrants do not need to be present 
to win.

There will be a food truck at 
Patelco, as well as live stream of 
the drop. At 5 p.m., there will 
be an Under-17 USSDA match 
between Ballistic United and the 

San Jose Earthquakes. For more 
information, go to www.busc.org/
fundraisers/golf-ball-drop.

Spring sports underway

The busy spring sports season 
has gotten underway — that is, 
the sports that can be played when 
there isn’t a downpour.

That means it is time to get your 
results in so we can write about the 
hard work the student athletes are 
turning in at Amador and Foothill! 
It will take a volunteer all of 15 
minutes maximum a week to shoot 
me an email by Sunday with the 
results for your son’s or daughter’s 
team from the week.

You don’t have to be a writer 
— that’s my job — so just send 
me the results, as well as top per-
formers each week and I will put 
it together. Send your email to me 
at acesmag@aol.com by noon each 
Sunday and see the result in print 
the following Friday. 

Of course, we are always look-
ing for photos as well, so send 
those along with the identification 
for the players, along with details 
on who gets the credit for taking 
the picture. 

Editor’s note: Dennis Miller is a 
contributing sports writer for the 

Pleasanton Weekly. To contact 
Miller or submit local high school 
sports scores, game highlights and 

photographs for his weekly Pleasanton 
Preps column, email him at 

acesmag@aol.com.

Underdog Dons earn upset wins  
in NCS girls basketball tournament

Also: Nail-biters end postseason runs for Amador boys basketball, girls soccer

PLEASANTON  
PREPS

BY DENNIS MILLER

Sports
Pleasanton Preps sponsored by

750-8915 
RoseHotel.net

462-BACK
ChiroSportsUSA.com

JEFF GUIDICE

The Amador Valley girls basketball team celebrates after their upset win over 
Cal in the North Coast Section quarterfinals. 

Marketplace
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

•  Kitchen Cabinets 
•  Sheetrock & Texture 

Repair
•  Deck Restoration 

•  Small Jobs OK

Brian Ward 
Custom Painting 

925 323 7833

LIC 731462

To place an ad  
or get a quote,  

contact  
Nico Navarrete  
at 650.223.6582  

or email  
digitalads@

paweekly.com.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR COMMUNITY  POST CALENDAR ITEMS AT PLEASANTONWEEKLY.COMCalendar
Theatre 
FROG PRINCE MARIONETTE SHOW 
AT THE LIVERMORE LIBRARY The 
Livermore Public Library will host 
a free puppet performance of The 
Frog Prince at 1 p.m. on Saturday, 
March 23, at the Civic Center 
Library, 1188 S. Livermore Ave. 
Fratello Marionettes will perform 
the story of the spoiled princess 
Ofelia, whose life is changed by a 
chance meeting with a frog, who 
we know to be a handsome prince, 
transformed by a witch. This free 
event is designed for ages 4 and 
up. For further information,  
check livermorelibrary.net or call 
373-5504. 

Concerts 
SIX APPEALS A CAPELLA GROUP 
IN CONCERT Six Appeal, 2018 
International Professional A 
Cappella Champions perform in 
concert at 8 p.m. on Saturday, 
March 2, at the Firehouse Arts 
Center., 4444 Railroad Ave. The 
six-man vocal band navigates 
multiple genres of music, rolling 
through decades of hits from 
classic oldies to current chart 
toppers, plus a few original tunes 
thrown in. Reserved seating tickets 
are $27 to $37 and are available 
at firehousearts.org, by calling 
931-4848, or at the center box 
office. 

THE TRI-VALLEY JAZZ TRIO - JAZZ 
AT INKLINGS From 7 to 9 p.m. on 
Feb. 22 at Inklings, 530 Main St., 
the trio of James Hall (piano), 
Matt Finders (bass), and Leon 
Joyce (drums), will be performing 
a concert of live jazz in the event 
room. 

VALLEY CONCERT CHORALE From 
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. on March 9 
at the First Presbyterian Church, 
Fourth and L Street, Livermore, the 
Valley Concert Chorale program 
will include Benjamin Britten’s 
“Tedium in C,”  Arthur Sullivan’s 
“Dance a Cachuca” (from The 
Gondoliers), Duke Ellington’s “It 
Don’t Mean a Thing If It Ain’t Got 
that Swing” and more. 

Food and 
Drink
BUBBLES & BACON From 4 to 7 
p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 23 enjoy 
the inaugural Bubbles & Bacon 
event at 15 downtown locations. 
All food pairings will be bacon 
inspired and highlighted by a 
sparkling adult beverage. Check 
in will take place at the Museum 
on Main, located at 603 Main St., 
from 3:30 to 6 p.m. Ticket prices 
start at $40 and are also available 
(Cash or Check only) at Beer 
Baron, 336 St. Mary St.

Talks & 
Lectures 
STATE OF THE CITY LUNCHEON 2019 
From 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
on Feb. 26 at the Double Tree 
by Hilton, 750 Johnson Drive, 
Mayor Jerry Thorne will be giving 
his State of the City Address. 
Go to pleasanton.org for ticket 
information. 

PLEASANTON 2020 FORUM From 
7:30 to 8:30 a.m. on the second 
Wednesday of each month in 
the Chamber conference room, 
777 Peters Ave., the 2020 Forum 
meets. Topics vary. If you wish to 
receive topic notifications, email 
President/CEO Steve Van Dorn at 
steve@pleasanton.org.

RESUME AND COVER LETTER 
WORKSHOP AT THE LIVERMORE 
LIBRARY From 1 to 3 p.m., on 
March 14, at the Livermore Public 
Library Civic Center, 1188 S. 
Livermore Ave., a free workshop 
entitled “Dynamic Resume and 
Cover Letters” will be held. 
Registration is required. Please 
sign up by calling 373-5505. 
The workshop will be taught 
by Kristine Vanderhoof, career 
counselor at Tri-Valley One-
Stop Career Center. For more 
information about Tri-Valley 
One-Stop Career Center, visit 
trivalleyonestop.org. To learn 
more about this and other library 
programs, visit livermorelibrary.net 
or call 373-5500. 

Art Mixed 
Media
CALL FOR ARTISTS You are invited 
to enter the Pleasanton Art 
League’s Annual Art Show and 
Sale from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
March 1, 2 and 3, at the Alviso 
Adobe Community Park, 3465 Old 
Foothill Road. The deadline for 
registration is Feb. 23. This is an 
open show, in which all categories 
of hung artwork and photographs 
will be judged together. Please go 
to the PAL website pal-art.com for 
more information. 

Fundraisers 
POLENTA AND CHICKEN CACCIATORE 
DINNER At 6 p.m. on Saturday, 
Feb. 23, at St. Augustine Church 
Hall, 3999 Bernal Ave., join 
the Italian Catholic Federation 
for a Polenta and Chicken 
Cacciatore Dinner. Proceeds to 
benefit the Tri-Valley Scholarship 
Program. Tickets are $30 per 
person; children 10 and under, 
$10.  Reservations are required. 
Contact Christine at 462-3704.  

PCAC PRESENTS ROYAL JELLY JIVE 
The Pleasanton Cultural Arts 
Council presents a benefit concert 
for Arts in the Schools. This 
year’s benefit concert starting 
at 8 p.m. on Friday, March 1, at 
the Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave., will feature “The 
Royal Jelly Jive Band,” a unique 
musical experience. For more 
information about the PCAC 
benefit concert and to order 
tickets, go to pleasantonarts.
org or firehousearts.org, visit the 
Firehouse Box Office, or call 931-
4848.  

RELAY FOR LIFE The American 
Cancer Society Relay for Life of 
Tri-Valley Kickoff Event will be 
held at 6:30 p.m., on Monday, 
Feb. 25 at the Livermore Elks 
Club at 940 Larkspur Drive, 
Livermore. This event will honor 
cancer survivors, and all survivors 
and their families are invited to 
attend. A pot luck dinner will 
be served. Cancer survivors and 

their families will be able to learn 
how they can join the fight. This 
is the second year that this event 
has combined the relays for 
Pleasanton, Dublin, Livermore, 
San Ramon and Danville.  

LIVERMORE HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION - 7TH ANNUAL CRAB 
FEED At 6 p.m. on March 2, at 
the Shrine Event Center, 170 
Lindberg Ave., Livermore, the 
Livermore High School Alumni 
Association is hosting the 7th 
Annual Crab Feed to raise money 
for Cromebook Computers 
for the students. We will have 
dancing, live and silent auctions, 
raffles and fun-filled games. 
Dinner includes crab or chicken 
(available by advanced request), 
pasta, salad, bread and dessert. 
No host bar is available. Go to 
mkt.com/lhsaa for tickets and 
more information. 

PATRIOT PARENT SOCIAL & 
COMEDY NIGHT At 6:30 p.m. on 
March 5, at Tommy T’s, 5104 
Hopyard Road, the Harvest Park 
Middle School PTSA is hosting 
a fundraising event for parents, 
staff and the local community. 
The evening features local 
talent Regina Stoops and Stacey 
Gustafson and will include a 
silent auction, raffle and no host 
bar. Proceeds benefit the Harvest 
Park Middle School PTSA. 
Individual tickets are $20.00 and 
a table of 8 is $120.00.

RAGIN’ CAJUN 11th Annual Ragin’ 
Cajun Sandra J. Wing Fundraiser, 
from 6 to 11 p.m. on Friday, 
March 8 at Casa Real at Ruby Hill 
Winery, Ruby Hill Drive, celebrate 
the African Beat. Early bird tickets 
are $150; tables of 10 are $1500. 
Contact auction@sjwhtf.org or 
info@healingtherapiesfoundation.
org.  

Family 
CHARACTERZ KIDZ FAMILY GAME 
NIGHT This Family Fun Night is 
free for all ages at 6 p.m., on 
the first Friday of every month 
at Characters Cafe, 5424 Sunol 
Blvd. KIDZ get a free hot cocoa or 
chocolate milk. Bring a game to 
share or play one of ours. 

FRIDAY FILMS: “BOHEMIAN 
RHAPSODY” Join us at Danville’s 
Peace Lutheran Church in the 

Gathering Hall at 6:30 p.m. Feb. 
22 for a roast chicken dinner 
with veggies and salad (free), 
followed by the Queen biopic film 
“Bohemian Rhapsody” at 7:30 
p.m. Bring something to share or 
just show up. Parents are strongly 
cautioned that some material 
may be inappropriate for children 
under 13. 

Support 
Groups
NATIONAL ALLIANCE ON MENTAL 
ILLNESS (NAMI) TRI-VALLEY 
FAMILY/CAREGIVER SUPPORT 
GROUP (PLEASANTON) From 
7:15 to 8:45 p.m. on the fourth 
Monday of each month, at 5674 
Stoneridge Drive, #114, families 
network, encourage, and support 
each other through the challenges 
of advocating and caring for adult 
loved ones who are diagnosed 
with a severe mental illness. 
Resources and information are 
provided as well.  

NAMI TRI-VALLEY CONNECTION 
SUPPORT GROUP From 7:15 to 
8:45 p.m. on Wednesdays, at St. 
Clare’s Episcopal Church, 3350 
Hopyard Road, the NAMI Tri-
Valley Connection Support Group 
meets for education and support 
for those experiencing a mental 
illness. Visit nami-trivalley.org, or 
contact Kelley Thorpe Baker, at 
(714) 296-3444. 

GRIEF SUPPORT MEETINGS 
The death of a loved one is a 
shattering experience. It leaves 
us in a state of shock, confusion, 
pain and sadness, but you do 
not have to suffer alone. We 
invite you to participate in our 
grief support meetings. We will 
be meeting at 7:30 p.m. at St. 
Elizabeth Seton, 4001 Stoneridge 
Drive, on Feb. 28, March 14 
and 28. Please call Eleanor at 
846-8708 for more information.  
All are welcome regardless of 
religious affiliation. 

TRI-VALLEY PARKINSON’S SUPPORT 
GROUP Those with Parkinson’s or 
a variant diagnosis, plus their care 
partners meet at the Pleasanton 
Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd., 
on the second Saturday of every 
month from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. 
Join us to hear speakers on a 

Pluto the lovebug
Pluto is a 6-year-old domestic 
short-hair who enjoys a good 
cuddle in front of the fireplace or 
in bed on a rainy day. An easy-
going lovebug, Pluto doesn’t mind 
entertaining himself, but a human 
companion at the other end of the 
couch and a nice scratch behind 
the ears always make his day. Visit 
me at the East Bay SPCA, Dublin, 
to see if he’s your purrrfect match! 
The East Bay SPCA, Dublin is 
located at 4651 Gleason Drive. 
Find out more at eastbayspca.org.

PET OF THE WEEK

EAST BAY SPCA

Love for  
the ages
Love was certainly in the 
air this Valentine’s Day 
weekend at Stoneridge 
Creek, where more than 20 
wedding gowns (including 
one dating back to 1907) 
were on display as part 
of a Valentine’s week 
exhibit at the senior-living 
community in Pleasanton. 
The wedding dresses were 
offered up by Stoneridge 
Creek residents, and each 
had a love story to go 
along with it.

STONERIDGE CREEK
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variety of related topics and to 
share challenges, solutions, and 
triumphs. No cost.  

LUPUS AND FIBROMYALGIA 
SUPPORT GROUP The group meets 
at 12 p.m. on the third Saturday 
of each month, at the Weekes 
Library, 217300 Patrick Ave., 
Hayward, (off Tennyson Road). 
Contact janetip510@yahoo.com. 

Government 
Meetings
PUSD BOARD MEETING Beginning 
at 7 p.m. on Feb. 26, in the 
District Office Board Room at 
4665 Bernal Ave., The PUSD 
Board of Education Meeting will 
be held. The public is encouraged 
and welcome to attend. The Board 
meets regularly on the second and 
fourth Tuesday of every month.

BICYCLE, PEDESTRIAN & TRAILS 
COMMITTEE MEETING At 6:45 p.m. 
on the fourth Monday of each 
month, at 5353 Sunol Blvd., the 
Parks and Recreation Commission 
meets to advise the City’s Traffic 
Engineering Division on bicycle, 
pedestrian and trail related items.  

CIVIC ARTS COMMISSION MEETING 
At 7 p.m., on the first Monday 
of the month, in City Hall, 200 
Old Bernal Ave., the Commission 
meets to promote the acquisition, 
construction and installment of 
works of public art in Pleasanton. 
The Commission also makes 
recommendations to the City 
Council regarding the City’s Civic 
Arts programs.

Seniors 
PHOTO CLUB From 2 to 4 p.m. on 
the second Wednesday of the month 
at the Pleasanton Senior Center, 
5353 Sunol Blvd., the photo club is 
open to any senior who enjoys the 
hobby of photography at any level. It 
is suggested that you have some form 
of a digital camera. Meetings include 
occasional speakers and field trips. 
Cost is $2 for residents, $2.50 for 
non-residents. Call 931-5365. 

PLEASANTON SENIOR CENTER 
NEWCOMERS WELCOME The Friends 
of the Pleasanton Senior Center 
are sponsoring a “Newcomer’s 
Welcome” from 10:30 a.m. to 
noon on the second and fourth 
Wednesday of the month at the 
Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353 
Sunol Blvd. Tour the facility 
and hear about programs and 
activities. Light snacks will be 
served. Attend a free lunch 
at the Sage Cafe after. No 
reservations are needed. Go to 
seniorcenterfriends.org for more 
information.

Teens 
TEEN OPEN MIC NIGHT The Teen 
Open Mic Night, from 7 to 9 p.m. 
on March 8 at Inklings Coffee & 
Tea, 530 Main St. is open to all 
Pleasanton high school student 
performers and all ages are invited 
to attend. To sign up to perform 
please fill out the form at bit.ly/
march8openmic. This free event 
gives teens the opportunity to 
showcase their talents in music, 
spoken word, poetry, or comedy. 

For more information or to 
sign up please contact Joelle 
Glushenko, Recreation Supervisor 
at 931-3432. 

Community 
Groups 
PLEASANTON NORTH ROTARY From 
12:15 to 1:30 p.m. every Friday 
at Haps Original Steaks and 
Seafood at 122 West Neal St., 
we meet for lunch. Learn more 
about us online at pnr-rotary.org. 
Public Relations Contact Stacey 
Blaney, 872-4036, email stacey@
denalidatasystems.com.  

GREAT BOOKS OF THE TRI-VALLEY 
BOOK CLUB MEETING  The Great 
Books of the Tri-Valley Book Club 
meeting will be held from 7:30 
to 9 p.m. on Feb. 25 at Towne 
Center Books, 555 Main St. The 
current reading selection is Brave 
New World by Aldous Huxley, 
which is available at the store.

HACIENDA PARK TOASTMASTERS 
CLUB:  GUESTS AND NEW 
MEMBERS WELCOME Join us from 
noon to 1 p.m. every Thursday 
in one of the meeting rooms at 
the Dublin Civic Center, 100 
Civic Plaza, Dublin. Improve your 
public speaking, communication, 
leadership skills and gain 
confidence through practice. 
Please confirm by contacting us 
at HaciendaTM@gmail.com, 398-
3257 or 895-6796. Find out more 
at Toastmasters.org.

Schools and 
Education
DESTINATION IMAGINATION 
TOURNAMENT From 8 a.m. to 
7 p.m. on Feb. 23 at Foothill 
High School, 4375 Foothill 
Road, attend our Destination 
Imagination (DI), Best of the Bay 
Regional Tournament and witness 
creativity, engineering, acting, 
and problem solving by local 
students. Students (K-12) will 
present their creative solutions 
to a number of mind-bending 
challenges in the fields of STEM. 
Parents, educators, and students 
are encouraged to attend a 
tournament to discover everything 
Destination Imagination has to 
offer. The event is the open to the 

public, and visitors and media are 
encouraged to attend. 

THE PEDROZZI FOUNDATION 
SCHOLARSHIPS The Pedrozzi 
Foundation is accepting 
applications for scholarships 
for undergraduate and graduate 
studies. Applications are accessed 
from the Pedrozzi website 
pedrozzi.org and are due by 
March 1. The foundation expects 
to award over 100 scholarships 
in May. 

Volunteers
BECOME A LITERACY VOLUNTEER  
Pleasanton Library’s Literacy 
Program needs patient, caring 

volunteer tutors to help adults 
practice and improve their English 
reading, writing, and conversation 
skills. The next training event will 
take place from 1 to 4 p.m. on 
Saturday, March 2, in the Library 
meeting room, 400 Old Bernal 
Ave. Volunteers work one-on-one 
with students, or lead small group 
conversation practice, citizenship 
test preparation, or book clubs. 
The Literacy Program provides all 
books and materials as well as 
training and ongoing support. No 
advance preparation is needed. 
Volunteers should be at least 
18 years old, fluent in American 
English and familiar with 
American culture. Should be able 
to devote one to two hours weekly 

to a student for a minimum of 6 
months. Must consent to a Live 
Scan fingerprint screening.

 RED CROSS VOLUNTEER 
INFORMATION SESSION Are you 
looking to give back? Want to 
help others and your community? 
At 11 a.m. on March 1 at the 
American Red Cross Blood 
Donation Center, 5556-B 
Springdale Ave., come and learn 
about the American Red Cross 
and volunteer opportunities we 
offer. Volunteers are needed in 
Blood Drive Support, Disaster 
Response & Recovery, Community 
Disaster Education, and many 
more areas. Contact Julie.
Mucilli@redcross.org or 510-
421-4527. Start your volunteer 
experience today at redcross.org/
volunteer. 

Home & 
Garden 
LIVERMORE-AMADOR GARDEN 
CLUB MARCH MEETING Learn 
“Secrets of Growing Dahlias” 
at 7 p.m. on March 14, in the 
multi-purpose room of Alisal 
Elementary School, 1454 Santa 
Rita Road. This meeting will focus 
on how to grow, divide, and 
maintain beautiful dahlias. The 
garden club meets on the second 
Thursday of each month, from 
September through May, and 
visitors are welcome.  

CALENDAR

Visiting Death Valley: The 
Yadav family brought the 
Pleasanton Weekly along on 
their trip to Death Valley last 
year. Enjoying the beautiful 
scenery were (from left) Brijesh, 
Rucha and baby Rudra. 
To submit your “Take Us Along” 
entry, email your photograph to 
editor@pleasantonweekly.com. 
Be sure to identify who is in the 
photo (names listed from left 
to right), the location, the date 
and any relevant details about 
where you took your Weekly.

TAKE US ALONG

inside your Pleasanton Weekly

COMING

APRIL 5

Staying

Healthy
& Beautiful

For advertising 
information  

and to reserve space, 
contact your sales rep 

at 925.600.0840.
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Real Estate OPEN HOME GUIDE AND REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

Christina Rice
REALTOR® MBA, GRI, SRES
CalBRE #01934850
Keller Williams Realty
M: 925.216.0596

682 Windmill Lane, Pleasanton
Olde Towne beauty with great curb appeal 
and two master suites; close to downtown, 
schools, BART, ACE, and 680. 4 bedrooms, 
3.5 baths, 2764 sq. ft., 10,600 sq. ft. lot.

COMING SOON

COMING SOON

4120 Casterson Court, Pleasanton
Pending in seven days with multiple offers! 

Your Seniors Real Estate Specialist

1849 Badger Pass Way, Antioch
Single story with two master suites; 2066 
sq. ft. home on large, flat lot close to 
schools, shopping, freeway, BART.

96 Liberty Lane, Brentwood
Two bedroom, two bath home in 
Summerset 55+ community.

COMING SOON

PENDING

On Main

BRIAN WRIGHT
925-580-4524
DRE #00887067
LOCAL REALTOR SINCE 1985
LOCAL RESIDENT SINCE 1967

LOCATED UPSTAIRS IN THE HISTORIC PLEASANTON HOTEL
UP ON THE WORLD FAMOUS ED KINNEY BALCONY

1666 CALLE SANTA ANNA
OPEN HOUSES THIS SAT/SUN 12-3PM!
DARLING SINGLE STORY PARK VILLA.
BEST LOCATION! NEXT TO THE CREEK.
2 Bedroom  |  Approx. 941 Sq. Ft.
Gorgeous Plank Hardwood Flooring.
Updates Throughout Including Modern Kitchen.
A Short Walk to Charming Downtown Pleasanton.

PLEASANTON NEW LISTING!!!!

For More Information & Photos Please Go To:  
www.1666CalleSantaAnna.com Or Call Brian Wright at: 925-580-4524.

OFFERED AT 
$668,888

BY JEREMY WALSH

The Bay East Association of Real-
tors recognized some of its most out-
standing members for achievement 
during 2018.

The annual awards, presented 
during the Pleasanton-based asso-
ciation’s 2019 Inaugural Gala at Casa 
Real on Feb. 16, were given to real 
estate professionals who demon-
strated high ethical standards and 
professionalism, active community 
involvement and a high level of ser-
vice during last year. 

The awards included Realtor of the 
Year, Rookie of the Year, the Good 
Neighbor Award and the John Dead-
rich Distinguished Service Award.

The gala also saw the local trade 
association inaugurate its leadership 
team for this year.

With headquarters on Koll Center 
Parkway in Pleasanton and a satellite 
office in Alameda, Bay East is a trade 
association serving more than 5,500 
residential and commercial real estate 
professionals in the region. 

The association honored the 
following members with its 2018 
awards:

Realtor of the Year

Leslie Faught received the Realtor 
of the Year Award for demonstrat-
ing the highest level of integrity and 
commitment to Bay East and the real 
estate profession. 

Following a 20-year career in 
other areas of the real estate industry, 
Faught became a Realtor in 2008. 
She has earned several professional 
designations from the National Asso-
ciation of Realtors and serves on the 
Bay East Board of Directors and Local 
Government Relations Committee. 
Faught has also served on the Board 
of Directors for the Pleasanton Rose 
Show for the last 13 years.  

Rookie of the Year

Elisa Chao, who works with Lega-
cy Real Estate in Fremont, earned the 
Rookie of the Year Award.  

Chao, who was chair of the Bay 
East Young Professionals Network 
Committee last year, constantly looks 
for ways to expand her real estate 
education to serve her clients better.  
She actively rescues and fosters dogs 
from shelters along the West Coast.

Affiliate of the Year

Annette Khaliq, with First Amer-
ican Home Warranty & JCP-LGS 
Disclosures, received the Bay East 
2018 Affiliate of the Year Award.  

Bay East affiliate members con-
tribute time, money and resources 
to support the real estate profes-
sion. Khaliq serves on the Bay East 
Affiliate Committee, is involved 
with the Women’s Council of Real-
tors and supports each of the week-
ly marketing groups in the Bay East 
jurisdiction.

Outstanding Leader Award

Mike Fracisco took home the 
Outstanding Leader Award, which 
is given to a past-president of the 
association who continues to pur-
sue the vision of excellence in the 
name of Bay East. 

Fracisco joined Bay East in 2003 
and was recognized as the 2004 
Rookie of the Year for his con-
tributions to the Livermore and 
Valley marketing groups and the 
Housing for All Committee help-
ing raise funds for the Livermore 

Habitat for Humanity project. He 
was elected to the Bay East Board 
of Directors in 2007 and served as 
board president in 2015.

Fracisco has chaired the Bay 
East Property Management Advi-
sory and Leadership Evaluating 
and Selection Committees in ad-
dition to serving on the Invest-
ment Advisory Committee. He is 
a member of the California As-
sociation of Realtors (CAR) Board 
of Directors serving as the 2018 
Region 6 regional chair as well as 
being an active member of several 
CAR committees. 

Good Neighbor Award

Gina Piper of Better Homes and 
Gardens Tri-Valley Realty in Pleas-
anton received the 2018 Good 
Neighbor Award.  

Piper is the Chair of the Board of 
the Valley Humane Society in Pleas-
anton and has helped hundreds of 
animals in need. During her an-
nual fundraiser in 2018 she hosted 
at her home, she raised nearly 
$42,000, all of which went directly 
to the Valley Humane Society.

John Deadrich Distinguished 
Service Award

Bill Espinola earned the John 
A. Deadrich Distinguished Service 
Award. Named in honor of the 
association’s first president and 
founding father, the award is given 
to a Bay East member who exem-
plifies the self-sacrifice, vision and 
accomplishments of the greatest 
leaders who have shaped the real 
estate profession.  

Espinola has been a Bay East 
member since 2001.  In 2008, he 
stepped up his involvement in the 
Realtor community by joining the 
Bay East Local Government Rela-
tions Committee and later served 
on Professional Standards, Mul-
tiple Listing Service and Strategic 
Planning committees. 

Last year, he was elected to the 
Bay East Board of Directors and 
chaired the Local Government Re-
lations and the Local Candidate 
Recommendation committees. Es-
pinola has attended and testified at 
city council meetings on behalf of 
Realtors and homeowners. 

Bay East honors best in local real estate for 2018
Realtor association hands out annual awards at Inaugural Gala
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This week’s data represents homes sold during Jan. 
7-11.

Pleasanton
4159 Amberwood Circle J. Hansen to P. & R. 
Kamble for $760,000

5668 Belleza Drive Ramsey 1994 Family Trust to 
H. & S. Verma for $891,000

5562 Blackbird Drive S. & M. Skinner to R. & S. 
Arai for $1,231,000

45 Castlewood Drive K. & D. Flore to D. & T. 
Bullis for $1,185,000

512 Gerard Court R. & R. Taylor to R. Taylor for 
$207,000

2391 Meadowlark Drive A G & W P Wong Trust 
to C. & E. Cervantes for $1,210,000

8020 Mountain View Drive #F G. Altergott to 
W. & M. Bhaiji for $550,000

5550 Paseo Navarro Mckittrick Family Rev Trust 
to M. & X. Wang for $1,150,000

8021 Regency Drive F C & E Beck Living Trust to 
S. & S. Kanna for $2,030,000

3856 Stone Pointe Way Zanatta Family Trust to 
S. & V. Yadav for $880,000

4774 Sutter Gate Avenue K. & P. Gunn to Hu-Jin 
Family Trust for $1,628,000

3847 Vineyard Avenue #L Ronald M Marovich 
2017 Trust to Ye 2008 Trust for $500,000

Dublin
6588 Amador Valley Boulevard Brookfield 
Relocation Inc to C. & J. Aleman for $645,000

7632 Ashford Way Baldwin 1993 Trust to S. & 
M. Lee for $827,000

11880 Bloomington Way Rittenbach Family 
Trust to H. & K. Alam for $1,150,000

7645 Donohue Drive Silvey Family Trust to P. 
Bondala for $750,000

3240 Maguire Way #422 C. & J. Yang to L. & K. 
Wojniak for $652,000

4758 Persimmon Drive J. Wedderburn to G. & S. 
Mudunuri for $1,355,000

3235 Ridgefield Way Perko Family Trust to Z. 
Dai for $1,275,000

7201 Rosita Court Victoria S Rhodes Living Trust 
to K. & W. Voyce for $860,000

7533 Silvertree Lane #34 Wynn-Rivera Trust to 
H. & J. Stricker for $640,000

7928 Vomac Road D. Rubrecht to S. & P. Joshi 
for $845,000

Livermore
763 Alison Circle J. Smithback to Stayman Family 
Trust for $1,050,000

7 Alysia Court V & R De Sapyo 2010 Trust to C. 
& B. Gabbani for $850,000

4727 Apple Tree Common W. Mathews to A. 
Pringgosusanto for $630,000

5579 Carnegie Loop A. & B. Palmquist to A. & R. 
Triolo for $1,350,000

1771 Corte Glorieta Kenneth J Thompson Jr 
Trust to J. & S. Yearby for $695,000

5287 Diane Lane J M Moore & L Li 1991 Trust to 
C. & D. Lamee for $749,000

1137 Essex Street Wolfe Living Trust to P. & R. 
Baker for $775,000

2326 Gamay Common K Gonzales 2015 Family 
Trust to H. & P. Eldredge for $1,778,000

362 Hagemann Drive Kao-Chan Trust to S. & P. 
Nia for $760,000

817 Hazel Street Lpsen Family Living Trust to C. 
& J. Grano for $765,000

2535 Kellogg Loop P. Eldredge to A. & P. Leisher 
for $1,345,000

4708 Kimberley Common M & I Lozares Living 
Trust to A. & B. Onadele for $736,000

226 Lee Avenue B. Schell to R. & D. Askin for 
$630,000

126 Obsidian Way G. & B. Mccloy to G. & J. 
Shergill for $1,200,000

236 South S Street C. Lathrop to J. Sorbi for 
$634,000

HOME SALES

Source: California REsource

SALES AT A GLANCE

Pleasanton (Jan. 7-11)
Total sales reported: 12

Lowest sale reported: $207,000

Highest sale reported: $2,030,000

Average sales reported: $1,020,500

Dublin (Jan. 7-11)
Total sales reported: 10

Lowest sale reported: $640,000

Highest sale reported: $1,355,000

Average sales reported: $836,000

Source: California REsource

B L A I S E  L O F L A N D  R E A L  E S T A T E  G R O U P
Blaise Lofland - Kelly McKaig - Megan Capilla

Professional  Real Estate Services    Connecting People and Property

925.846.6500    •    BlaiseLofland.com    •    BLofland@Apr.com
CalBRE#00882113

WE LIST, WE SELL, WE CLOSE!

This is not intended as a solicitation if your property is currently listed with another broker. The above information, is based on data received from public sources or third parties and has not be independently verified by the broker, Alain Pinel Realtors®. If important to readers, 
readers are advised to verify information to their own satisfaction.

570 SYCAMORE CREEK - BRIDLE CREEK 

4 BD  |  3 BA  |  3445 SF SOLD FOR $2,050,000

414 PIONEER TRAILS - SYCAMORE

4 BD  |  2.5 BA  |  3174 SF SOLD FOR $1,630,000

1081 HEINZ RANCH ROAD - BORDEAUX

5 BD  |  4 BA  |  4141 SF SOLD FOR $2,195,000

7961 PARAGON CIRCLE - LAGUNA OAKS

4 BD | 3.5 BA | 3886 SF  SOLD FOR $2,040,000

3234 MARILYN CT - PARKSIDE

3 BD  |  2 BA  |  1,840 SF SOLD FOR $1,450,000

4263 JENSEN STREET - JENSEN TRACT

3 BD  |  2 BA  |  1350 SF SOLD FOR $1,025,000

1416 CALLE ENRIQUE - PARK VILLA

2 BD  |  2 BA  |  941 SF SOLD FOR $700,000

2635 TORREY CT - STONERIDGE PARK

5 BD  |  3 BA  |  2,854 SF SOLD FOR $1,505,000

7774 OAK CREEK CT - OAK HILL

4 BD  |  2 BA  |  2004 SF SOLD FOR $1,050,000

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

OPEN HOMES THIS WEEKEND
DISCOVERY BAY
209 Sussex Court  $630,000
Sunday 1-4 5 BD 
Jo Ann Luisi 583.1106

LIVERMORE
5960 Greenwood Common  Call for price
Saturday 1-4 3 BD 
Gina Huggins 640.3762
110 Heligan Lane 9 $700,000
Sunday 2-4 3 BD 
Dave & Sue Flashberger 463.0436
572 Rincon Avenue  $624,999
Saturday 2-4 3 BD 
Emily Barraclough 895.7253
1393 Spring Valley Common  $449,900
Sunday 1-4 3 BD 
Jo Ann Luisi 583.1106
1294 Village Green Drive  $799,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 3 BD 
Miranda Mattos 336.7653
2884 Tahoe Drive  $1,200,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 4 BD 
Dan Gamache 918.0332

PLEASANTON
3847 Vineyard Avenue  $410,000
Sunday 1-4 1 BD 
Amanda Pereira 518.2887

1666 Calle Santa Anna  $668,888
Sat/Sun 12-3 2 BD 
Brian Wright 580.4524

6350 Alisal Street  $1,699,000
Sat/Sun 2-4 3 BD 
Doug Buenz 463.2000

724 Saint John Circle  $1,399,000
Sunday 1-4 3 BD 
Susie Steele 413.9306

1152 Crellin Road  Call for price
Sat/Sun 1-4 4 BD 
Kris Moxley 519.9080

23 Twelve Oaks Drive  $2,288,000
Sat/Sun 2-4 5 BD 
McDowell Real Estate Group 209.0343

1057 Via Di Salerno  $2,875,000
Sunday 1-4 5 BD 
Debby Johnson Abarta 989.6844

SAN RAMON
22 Carlisle Court  $630,000
Sat/Sun 2-4 2 BD 
Stacy Gilbert 487.4883

SUNOL
12010 Ruth Glen  $759,999
Sat/Sun 1-4 2 BD 
Natalie Bianco 200.5119

Find more real estate information at pleasantonweekly.com/real_estate

REAL ESTATE
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THE EXPERIENCE IS A�IN PINEL

APR.COM
Over 30 Real Estate Offices Serving 
The San Francisco Bay Area Including the Tri-Valley 925.251.1111

Throughout the Bay Area and Northern California - from San Francisco to Lake Tahoe,
Carmel to Wine Country - our level of service is second to none. 

925.382.9746
ltraurig@apr.com
ltraurig.apr.com
License # 01078773

 LINDA TRAURIG
925.548.6534
cspaulding@apr.com
cspaulding.apr.com
License # 02033139

CHRISTINA SPAULDING
925.577.2700
mnokes@apr.com
mnokes.apr.com
License # 00589126

MAUREEN NOKES
925.519.9080
kmoxley@apr.com
moxleyrealestate.com
License # 00790463

KRIS MOXLEY

925.209.9328
lilym@apr.com
lilym.apr.com
License # 01975835

LILY MCCLANAHAN
925.321.6104
jluisi@apr.com
joannluisi.com
License # 01399250

JO ANN LUISI
408.316.0278
skuramoto@apr.com
skuramoto.apr.com
License # 01199727

SUSAN KURAMOTO

925.699.3122
jhabluetzel@apr.com
janicetherealtor.com
License # 01385523

JANICE HABLUETZEL

925.621.4063
sjolley@apr.com
seanpjolley.com
License # 01981029

SEAN JOLLEY

925.963.7940
kgaskins@apr.com
katgaskins.com
License # 01137199

KAT GASKINS
925.980.3561
linda@apr.com
lindafutral.com
License # 01257605

LINDA FUTRAL
925.784.7979
leslie@apr.com
lesliefaught.com
License # 01027778

LESLIE FAUGHT
408.455.1697
jjohnson@apr.com
realtybyjessica.com
License # 01723385

JESSICA JOHNSON

925.519.5025
emcclay@apr.com
emcclay.apr.com
License # 01872528

ESTHER MCCLAY

925.398.3077
cortiz@apr.com
cesar.page
License # 01399250

CESAR ALEJANDRO ORTIZ

Alain Pinel Realtors® attracts the industry’s most experienced and forward-thinking agents. 
We prepare our agents to make things happen. To set goals and reach them. 
Because your success is our success.

Contact us today so we can discuss your future with Alain Pinel Realtors®.
YOUR APR PLEASANTON 

SUPPORT TEAM

See these homes at 680Homes.com

The Gates
Modern 5 BR, 3 BTH home newly remodeled 
and expanded with designer finishes & pool.

SOLD for $1,628,000

JUST SOLD

Castlewood Heights
Gorgeous home featuring 5 BR + Loft, 4.5 BTHs,  
3 car garage, and huge .28 Acre cul-de-sac lot.

Offered at $1,799,000

PENDING SALE

520 Bunker Lane
4 BR, 3.5 BTH luxury home in Castlewood on 

premium 2/3 Acre lot with beautiful views!
Offered at $1,749,000

PENDING SALE

Doug Buenz | 680 Homes Group

(925) 621-0680 

Bringing You Home™

BRE #00843458

680Homes.com

DDoouugg BBuueennzz || 668800 Homes GGrroouupp

Go to 680Homes.com/blog to read the rest of this article

Here is the latest on the Pleasanton real estate market. The market is strong so 
far this year, but at a little slower pace. Inventory is up slightly, and pending sales 
are also up. We all know the Fall market was pretty slow in Pleasanton, but we 
are off to a pretty good start this year. The pace of the market is a little different. 
We are not seeing multiple offers on every house. We are not seeing homes sell-
ing in three hours. So a little more relaxed pace seems to be the theme this year.

Inventory & Sales Activity. There were 41 active listings at the end of January. 
That is up from 36 at the end of December, and up from 23 a year ago. So inven-
tory is a little higher. We are seeing a higher base of inventory to start the year. I 
expect we will see more inventory as we get into Spring, which is normal.

Pending sales are also up, which is good news. There were 40 pending sales 
in January versus 26 in December. And there were 30 in January of last year, 
mainly due to constrained inventory. So demand seems to be fairly healthy.

Sold properties, we had 32 properties close escrow in January versus 30 in 
December (2018) versus 22 in January of last year. So closed sales are steady. 
So as you can see, fairly balanced market right now.

Months of inventory. The months of inventory metric just explains the ... 

Market Update — So Far so Good!

6350 Alisal Street
2800 sq ft one story on FLAT 1.5 Acre lot with 

detached bonus rm, huge shop area, and more!
Offered at $1,699,000

OPEN SAT & SUN

Walnut Glen Estates
Gorgeous luxury estate remodeled throughout 

with 5 BR, 3 BTH, pool,1/3 Acre flat lot, & more!
Call for Price

COMING SOON

1415 Kilkare Road
Glorious Sunol Mountain Lodge in a secluded 

hilltop location with breathtaking views.
Offered at $2,750,000

OVER 80 ACRES
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3786 Vine Street | 3bd/2.5ba 
Sandy Parkins | 925.336.0216 

DRE # 01347465 
Built in 2015, Great Location,  

Close to Downtown 

PLEASANTON  $920,000  
232 Windsor Drive | 3bd/2ba 

Leslie Estrada | 408.896.5551 
DRE # 01860518 

Contemporary 2019 Home Remodel 
boasts a completely self sufficient AUD 

SAN CARLOS  $1,988,888 
289 Tomas Way | 3bd/2ba 

Sheila Cunha | 925.216.2005 
DRE # 01351974 

Beautiful and Spacious Ranch Home on a  
Corner Lot with lots of Privacy. 

PLEASANTON  $939,900 

27451 Ponderosa Court | 3bd/1.5ba 
Tina Hand | 510.862.7000 

DRE # 01885784 
2 Story End Unit Townhouse with  

newer windows and carport for two cars. 

HAYWARD  $528,000 
7710 Canyon Meadow, Unit G | 2bd/2ba 

Denise Ivaldi | 510.325.7997 
DRE # 00606070 

Spectacular lower level condo in one of 
Pleasanton s most sought over complexes! 

PLEASANTON  $589,000 
3645 Virgin Islands Court | 4bd/2ba 

Connie Cox | 925.766.3198 
DRE # 01081927 

Open great room concept features  
remodeled Kitchen w/Breakfast Bar 

PLEASANTON  $989,950 

 327 W Broadmoor Blvd. | 2bd/1ba 
Julie Lauer | 925.963.2642 

DRE # 01418971 
Location, Location, Location 

Beautifully Updated, Move-In Ready 

SAN LEANDRO  $625,000 
5345 Martin Luther King Jr Way | 3bd/2ba 

Julie Bekerman | 510.828.1544 
DRE # 01851448 

Completely remodeled from the ground up 
with over 200K spent on renovations!  

OAKLAND  $849,000 
633 Tanager Road | 3bd/2ba 

Sandy Parkins | 925.336.0216 
DRE # 01347465  

Beautifully Updated Throughout, 
Sale Pending in 8 days!!! 

LIVERMORE  $765,000 

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE SINCE 1971 

Equal Housing Lender. This is not a commitment to lend or extend credit.  Restrictions may apply. Rates may not be available at 
time of application. Information and/or data are subject to change without notice. All loans are subject to credit approval. Not all 
loans or products are available in all states. Bay Equity LLC, 28 Liberty Ship Way Suite 2800, Sausalito, CA  94965. NMLS ID#76988. 
Licensed by the Department od Business Oversight under the California Residential Mortgage Lending Act-#4150077. 

NMLS #1515374   370 Diablo Road Suite 105, Danville, CA  94526 
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THE ADDRESS IS PLEASANTON

THE EXPERIENCE IS A�IN PINEL

A�MO   $4,700,000

100 Alamo Ranch Road  |  6bd/8ba
D. Teigland/M.Jamshidnejad  |  925.285.2459

License # 01955926 | 01415633
BY APPOINTMENT

WALNUT CREEK   $1,499,950 

2364 St. Ashley Place  |  5bd/3.5ba 
Jo Ann Luisi  |  925.583.1106

License # 01399250
OPEN SUNDAY 1:00-4:00

PLEASANTON   $1,399,000

724 Saint John Circle   |   3bd/2.5ba
Susie Steele   |  925.413.9306

License # 01290566
OPEN SUNDAY 1:00-4:00

PLEASANTON  |  $1,249,000

5245 Northway Road   |   4bd/2ba
Julia Murtagh  |  925.997.2411

License # 01751854 
BY APPOINTMENT

LIVERMORE   $1,200,000

2884 Tahoe Drive   |   4bd/3ba
Dan Gamache  |  925.918.0332

License # 01237538
OPEN SAT & SUN 1:00-4:00

LIVERMORE   $799,000 

1294 Village Green Drive  |  3bd/2ba 
Miranda Mattos  |  925.336.7653

License # 01260301
OPEN SAT & SUN 1:00-4:00

PLEASANTON   $410,000

3847 Vineyard Avenue   |   1bd/1ba
Amanda Pereira   |  925.518.2887

License # 01980675
OPEN SUNDAY 1:00-4:00

PLEASANTON  |  PRICE UPON REQUEST   

1152 Crellin Road  |  4bd/2ba
Kris Moxley | 925.519.9080

License # 0790463
OPEN SAT & SUN 1:00-4:00

HAYWARD  |  PRICE UPON REQUEST

25227 Kay Avenue |  3bd/2ba
A. Duarte/C. Duarte  |  925.519.4497

License # 01938648 | 01981056
OPEN SAT & SUN 1:00-4:00

LIVERMORE   $775,000

5960 Greenwood Common   |   3bd/2ba
Gina Huggins   |  925.640.3762

License # 01243739
OPEN SATURDAY 1:00-4:00

DISCOVERY BAY   $630,000 

209 Sussex Court  |  5bd/3ba 
Jo Ann Luisi  |  925.583.1106

License # 01399250  
OPEN SUNDAY 1:00-4:00

LIVERMORE   $449,900 

1393 Spring Valley Common  |  3bd/1ba 
Jo Ann Luisi  |  925.583.1106

License # 01399250 
OPEN SUNDAY 1:00-4:00

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources.
Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel Realtors®.  If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.
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