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Learn more at a Stanford Health Care Advantage seminar near you.

H2986_MA19007v5_M

Stanford Health Care Advantage is an HMO with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in Stanford Health Care Advantage depends on contract 
renewal. Other providers are available in our network. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Call 1-855-996-8422 (TTY: 711) 
for more information. For accommodations of persons with special needs at meetings call 1-844-778-2636 (TTY 711).

ATTENTION: If you speak English, language assistance services, free of charge, are available to you. Call 1-855-996-8422 (TTY: 711). ATENCIÓN: si 
habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1-855-996-8422 (TTY: 711). 注意：如果您使用繁
體中文，您可以免費獲得語言援助服務。請致電 1-855-996-8422 (TTY: 711)。

Walk in or RSVP. 
StanfordHealthCareAdvantage.org/seminar

Or call us toll-free to learn more. 

1-844-778-2636 (TTY 711)
8am–8pm*

The coverage. The doctors. The healthy extras. With Stanford Health Care Advantage (HMO), 

you get medical, hospital and prescription drug coverage in one plan and trusted care from a robust 

network of leading doctors—plus even more benefits that focus on healthy aging. 

Comprehensive coverage with 

prescription drug plan included 

Stanford Medicine and Sutter Health-affiliated 

doctors, specialists and hospitals
Starting at $69 per month

*Seven days a week (October 1–March 31, except Thanksgiving and Christmas); 

Monday to Friday (April 1–September 30, except holidays)

Medicare Advantage Plans 
from Stanford Health Care
 FOR ALAMEDA, SAN MATEO, SANTA CLARA COUNTIES

Has your current plan been discontinued? 

Rest easy. You have to switch plans, but you might not have to switch doctors. Your doctor may already be part of our network. 

Give us a call or visit our website to search physicians. When joining our plan, we can make the transition smooth and simple.

Stanford Health Care – ValleyCare 

5725 W Las Positas Blvd, Room 240 

Pleasanton, CA 94588 

Thu, Dec 6 • 2:00pm

Black Bear Diner 

5100 Hopyard Rd 

Pleasanton, CA 94588 

Fri, Dec 7 • 2:00pm
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Pleasanton-based Leisure 
Sports, Inc., parent com-
pany of ClubSport, evolved 

into the next phase of its growth 
this month when it sold five clubs 
to The Bay Club. 

Steve Gilmour, founder and 
CEO of Leisure Sports, said the 
two companies will collaborate on 
future ventures with Bay Club’s 
large facilities potentially serving 
as “hubs” with Leisure Sports’ new 
Formula 3 (F3) boutique clubs 
being spokes in key cities. 

The leadership of the two clubs 
have similar visions of combining 
fitness with hospitality and Gilm-
our said the timing was right for 
the deal. 

“It’s a great company and we 
are aligned with the same type of 
product. The Bay Club was just 
acquired by KKR, so it has great 
financial backing,” Gilmour said. 
“It’s perfect timing to bring the two 
companies together.”  

The Bay Club is acquiring the 
ClubSport locations in Pleasan-
ton (the original), Walnut Creek, 
Danville, Fremont and Portland. It 
gives the firm an instant East Bay 
footprint to complement its clubs 
in San Francisco, on the Peninsula 
and in Marin County. For Club-
Sport employees, they will have 
the opportunity to grow with a 
larger company that shares the 
values of their current employer.

For Gilmour, it marks anoth-
er shift in the company’s history 
in the East Bay. He and then-
partner Dennis Garrison launched 
their business in 1979 in Dublin 
and then purchased Tennis Town 
(ClubSport) when it became avail-
able in 1980 (before Hacienda 
Business Park). Sports — tennis, 
racquetball, basketball — were 
key features of the club and its 
competitors.

They launched the hotel cou-
pled with a sports club with the 
Hilton at the Club (now the Dou-
bleTree) in 1985. That was a pio-
neering move, and Leisure Sports 
owned that model for more than 
30 years until other firms started 
moving into it. 

As fitness has become more 
significant to clients, ClubSport 
expanded those offerings, while 
maintaining its goal of being a 
family club.

“We always wanted to be the 

third place besides home and 
work. We wanted to teach your 
kids to swim and offer the camps 
for them,” Gilmour said. “It always 
has been about lifestyle with us.”

The company partnered with 
Marriott to build the Renaissance 
ClubSport in Walnut Creek, the 
first build-from-scratch club/hotel 
facility that opened in 2002.

ClubSport in San Ramon, which 
opened in 1989, has not been part 
of Leisure Sports since the original 
ClubSport partners, Gilmour and 
Garrison, went their own ways in 
2003. 

Leisure Sports has operated 
a smaller club, The Studio, for 
the last several years on Camino 
Ramon in Danville and used that 
to test elements of its newest of-
fering, F3, that will open its first 
site in Lafayette next year. It’s 
about 7,000 square feet, with two 
studios and will offer a significant 
brand of fitness.

The three Fs are forge, fire and 
flow. Forge workouts strengthen 
the body, while fire workouts are 
focused on the cardiovascular sys-
tem. Flow focuses on breathing, 
movement and the mind/body 
connection.

They plan to develop these stu-
dios in both upscale suburban 
markets as well as urban sites. 

In addition, the company has 
purchased a 60,000-square-foot 
building in downtown San Jose 
where it is planning a social and 
fitness club. Gilmour described 
it as having a rooftop bar with 
lots of games and activities (art 
shows, readings), some working 
space as well as meeting and gath-
ering spaces. It’s aimed at the 
millennial audience that has been 
drawn to downtown San Jose that 
is poised to grow with new apart-
ment buildings as well as the 
potential Google Village where as 
many as 20,000 people eventually 
could work. 

For Gilmour, 2019 will mark 
40 years in the fitness industry. 
He said he’s excited about creating 
new concepts such as The Studio 
and F3 and has a team around 
him to execute day-to-day on the 
strategy. 

When the Bay Club deal is final-
ized, it will have about 120,000 
members and more than 6,000
employees. 

TIM TALK
BY TIM HUNT

About the Cover
Pleasanton’s annual Hometown Holiday Parade and Tree Lighting 
Ceremony is set to take over downtown this Saturday evening, weather 
permitting. Photo by Chuck Deckert. Cover design by Paul Llewellyn. 
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ClubSport Pleasanton 
sold to The Bay Club

LOCALLY OWNED 

AND OPERATED SINCE 1891

for a free consultation 

or in-home visit call

Burial & Cremation

Celebration of Life 

Services

Reception Facilities

925.846.5624

to view our facilities visit:

www.grahamhitch.com

FD#429
4167 First Street, 

Pleasanton

Deanna Moser

FD #429

Advance Planning 

Made Easy

Open Monday-Saturday 9-5, 
Sunday 10-4:30

2756 Vineyard Ave., Pleasanton  •  925.462.1760
www.westerngardennursery.com  •   facebook.com/wgnursery
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4” pot size. Regularly $7.99 each.
Valid through 12/24/18 with this coupon.

Festive cyclamen $4.99 eachF

any regularly priced gift shop purchase. 
Valid through 12/24/18 with this coupon.20% OFF

Return of a Christmas Tradition
Western Garden Nursery’s  
Christmas Shop featuring:

 

•  Unique selection of gifts

•  Poinsettias

An annual magazine featuring  
the neighborhoods of Pleasanton 

and surrounding areas. 

Coming inside your  
Pleasanton Weekly on 
February 22, 2019

ATTENTION ADVERTISERS 

Get your ad featured inside  
Our Neighborhoods. Learn more  
by calling: Call 925.600.0840

ONur eighborhoods

Our Neighborhoods showcases selected 
neighborhoods and captures the 
particular qualities that make it unique.

Each Neighborhood profile includes 
local features — such as parks and 
shopping centers — and a fact box 
including the median home sale price, 
how many homes were sold and the 
nearby schools.

Our Neighborhoods is a great resource 
for current residents or those looking 
to relocate to the Tri-Valley.

DONATE ONLINE 

pleasantonweekly.com/ 
holiday_fund

Pleasanton Weekly  

2018
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Streetwise
ASKED AROUND TOWN

Have a Streetwise question? Email editor@PleasantonWeekly.com

The Pleasanton Weekly is published every Friday by Embarcadero Media, 5506 Sunol Blvd., Suite 100, Pleasanton, 
CA 94566; (925) 600-0840. Mailed at Periodicals Postage Rate, USPS 020407. The Weekly is mailed upon request to 
homes and apartments in Pleasanton. Print subscriptions for businesses or residents of other communities are $60 per 
year or $100 for two years. Go to PleasantonWeekly.com to sign up and for more information.  
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Pleasanton Weekly,  
5506 Sunol Blvd., Suite 100, Pleasanton, CA 94566. ©2018 by Embarcadero Media.  
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—Compiled by Nancy Lewis and Jenny Lyness

Olaf Fleet 
Electrical engineer

I find out whether they volunteer with — or are oth-
erwise involved with — a charitable organization, and 
then I make a monetary donation in their honor.

Shreya Singh 
Industrial engineer

I put my wallet away and I make them a handmade gift. 
Last year I made beautiful Christmas ornaments for peo-
ple’s trees because even someone who already has every-
thing has room for another ornament on their tree. Plus, 
it’s like a gift that keeps on giving because they can put it 
on their tree for years and years to come. 

What type of holiday gift do you usually buy for ‘the person who has everything’?

Sylvia Jennings
Nurse practitioner 

I usually buy them a gift card to a store I know they 
like, so that they can use the card to buy gifts for 
other people. Or, if they see something they like and it 
is so new to the market that they don’t already have it, 
they can buy it for themselves.

Inge Swensen 
Retired 

Christmas cookies! For people that don’t need or 
want any material things, but who I’d like to give a gift 
to, I bake Christmas cookies. I make several different 
varieties and decorate them all exquisitely. When the 
recipients see how much time and care I put into my 
baked goods, they feel very appreciated and loved. 

Stephen Patterson
Project manager

I find out what kind of activities they enjoy and buy them 
a certificate for that activity. For example, I know my par-
ents love Cirque du Soleil, so I bought them tickets to see 
Cirque du Soleil’s “Volta” event, which is at AT&T Park 
through the end of January. I also got them a gift certifi-
cate for a pre-performance dinner in the city because, you 
know, they’re my parents and all.  

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R  S P O N S O R S

Thank you for making our 12th season opening gala a huge 
success! Every dollar raised at the Brilliance at the Bankhead 
Gala supports the arts in our local community. We are so thankful 
to our generous donors and sponsors. With your help, we serve 
more than 30,000 students and provide over 260 arts events and 
activities at the Bankhead Theater and Bothwell Arts Center.

JOIN US AT THE 
BANKHEAD THEATER
TICKETS MAKE A GREAT GIFT!

F O R  T I C K E T S  A N D  M O R E  I N F O ,  V I S I T  L V P A C . O R G
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Newsfront
Swalwell town hall
 U.S. Rep. Eric Swalwell (D-
Dublin), newly elected to a 
fourth term in Congress, is set 
to hold his final district town 
hall meeting of the year this 
Saturday in his hometown of 
Dublin. 
 Swalwell will recap highlights 
from 2018, discuss Congress’ 
priorities for 2019 and answer 
constituents’ questions. All 15th 
District residents are welcome 
to the free event. 
 The town hall will run from 
10-11:30 a.m. Saturday in the 
student union/multipurpose 
room of Dublin High School, 
8151 Village Pkwy.

Swearing-in Dec. 11
 The Pleasanton City Council 
will have to wait an extra week 
to swear in its re-elected and 
newly elected members.
 The election outcomes are fi-
nalized, with incumbent Mayor 
Jerry Thorne and Councilwom-
an Kathy Narum and challenger 
Julie Testa finishing well ahead 
at the polls, but the results 
weren’t certified by election of-
ficials in time for the city to 
confirm the ceremony as part of 
the regular council meeting this 
coming Tuesday, as planned.
 As a result, the oath-of-office 
ceremony will take place at a 
special council meeting on Dec. 
11 at 7 p.m. A special reception 
will precede the event at 6 p.m. 
in the Pleasanton Public Library. 

Pet photos with Santa
 Photos with Santa for pets 
will be from 1-4 p.m. Dec. 
8 at Pet Supplies Plus, 4230 
Rosewood Drive in Pleasanton. 
Pet-friendly Santa will be in a 
holiday setting where owners 
can take a photo with their own 
camera/phone, or there will be 
a photographer on hand. No 
reservations are needed. Dogs 
must be on leashes and cats in 
carriers.
 A donation of $10 per sitting 
is suggested. Proceeds benefit 
Canine Companions for In-
dependence, a nonprofit or-
ganization that enhances the 
lives of people with disabilities 
by providing highly trained 
assistance dogs and ongo-
ing support to ensure quality 
partnerships.

Celtic Christmas
 The annual Celtic Christmas 
Concert and Gathering will re-
turn to the Bothwell Arts Cen-
ter, 2466 Eighth St. in Liver-
more on Dec. 9.
 The event is a fundraiser for 
the Livermore Valley Performing 
Arts Center’s Bothwell Arts Cen-
ter. The family-friendly gather-
ing and potluck begins at 6:30 
p.m. with music at 7:30 p.m. 
For tickets, call 373-6800 or go 
to www.lvpac.org. 

DIGEST

BY RYAN J. DEGAN

The family of 15-year-old Ben 
Curry, who drowned during 
class in the San Ramon Valley 

High School pool in early May, has 
officially filed a lawsuit against the 
San Ramon Valley Unified School 
District, claiming negligence and 
willful misconduct resulted in the 
freshman’s death.
 Filed in Contra Costa County Su-
perior Court on Tuesday, the suit al-
leges that not only did the SRVUSD 
fail to install proper safety policies 
to prevent Curry’s death, but that 
the boy’s physical education teacher, 

Aaron Becker, failed to properly su-
pervise the class, was seen looking 
down at his cellphone instead of 
watching the kids and lacked valid 
lifeguard certification. 
 Becker, who remains employed 
as a teacher, varsity football head 
coach and associate athletic direc-
tor, is named as a defendant, along 
with SRVUSD, in the lawsuit filed on 
behalf of Curry’s parents, Karen and 
Thomas. 
 “Plaintiffs believe that the SRVUSD 
and its employees owed a duty of 
care to Benjamin Curry to supervise, 
protect, assist and control the safety 

of Benjamin, and they failed to do 
so,” attorney Andrew C. Schwartz, 
from the Walnut Creek firm Casper, 
Meadows, Schwartz & Cook, wrote 
in the lawsuit. 
 “Plaintiffs further believe that other 
school district employees, breached 
their duty of care to them, and to 
Benjamin, when they carelessly and 
negligently trained and supervised 
Aaron Becker, and failed to provide 
any guidelines, policies, procedures, 
rules or regulations such as limiting 
class size, or creating lesson plans for 
the physical education classes,” the 
lawsuit added. 

 The family seeks general, special 
and punitive damages as well as 
reimbursement for medical, funeral 
and other costs resulting from Cur-
ry’s death. 
 Curry was pronounced dead at a 
local hospital after drowning during 
class on May 8. The boy became 
unresponsive underwater toward the 
end of the class’s fourth-period swim 
session, and he was not discovered 
submerged in the pool until the start 
of the next PE period, after lunch.
 The lawsuit alleges surveillance 

Parents of teen who drowned in SRVHS pool  
sue school district, teacher

Civil complaint alleges PE instructor was looking at cellphone while students tread water

Zone 7 
revises 

Medeiros 
project

Public input meeting 
on changes set for next 

Wednesday

BY ERIKA ALVERO

 After receiving feedback and 
concerns from local residents, Zone 
7 Water Agency officials say they 
have scaled back the Arroyo Mocho 
Medeiros Parkway project — and 
they urge community members to 
attend a public meeting on the re-
vised design next week. 
 The project aims to reduce flood 
risk along the 0.7-mile Medeiros 
Parkway Reach of the Arroyo 
Mocho in Livermore, located be-
tween Arroyo Road and Holmes 
Street. The project’s scope has been 
revised since the original envi-
ronmental public review over the 
summer, after neighbors voiced 
concerns regarding the associated 
truck traffic and the amount of 
materials being excavated.
 “The smaller project now pro-
posed seeks to reduce flood risk 
by restoring flow to the natural 
floodplain in the Oak Grove Nature 
Reserve, without any significant 
excavation,” Zone 7 officials said.
 To accomplish this, the proposed 
project plans to lower the Arroyo 
Mocho bike trail, so that during 
major storms the higher water lev-
els would overtop the trail and flow 
into the Oak Grove Nature Reserve, 
which has a basin-like topography, 
due to excavation work from past 

BY JEREMY WALSH

 Kirstin Litz, vice chair of the 
HERS Breast Cancer Foundation 
board and an active volunteer 
for many other causes, has been 
honored as the recipient of this 
year’s Pleasanton Mayor’s Award.
 A longtime Pleasanton resi-
dent, Litz was commended for 
her commitment to breast can-
cer awareness for more than two 
decades and for her support of 
dozens of Tri-Valley and regional 
nonprofits across the spectrum 
— all while thriving profession-
ally as a software engineer and 
overcoming her own battle with 
cancer.
 “I am often asked why I volun-
teer as much as I do. The simple 
answer is because I can,” Litz said 
during an interview after accept-
ing the award earlier this month. 
 In presenting the recognition, 
Mayor Jerry Thorne said friends 
and fellow volunteers lauded Litz 
“as selfless, as an advocate against 
injustice, as an advocate for the 
underdog and as having a heart 
of gold.”
 “Whether she is sewing clothes, 
feeding the hungry, building 
homes, meeting with patients, 
serving on a board or helping 
to organize a fundraiser, Kirstin 
brings courage and a can-do at-
titude to everything she does,” 
Thorne added. “Clearly, she is an 
inspiration to all of us.”
 Around 250 city officials, cur-
rent and former elected represen-
tatives, community leaders and 
other residents were on hand in 
the Casa Real Event Center at 
Ruby Hill Winery for the evening 
dinner and award presentation 

organized by the city of Pleasan-
ton on Nov. 16.
 The 47th annual Mayor’s 
Award Celebration event also 
served as an opportunity for the 
Pleasanton community to recog-
nize and highlight the work done 
during the past year by city com-
missions, committees and lead-
ers — many of whom were in 
attendance.
 Litz said she was stunned to 
hear Thorne identifying her as 
the Mayor’s Award recipient — 
the winner’s name is kept a secret 
until the ceremony. 
 “While waiting for the program 
portion of the mayor’s dinner, I 
was reading the names of past 
Mayor’s Award recipients. Many 
of the names were familiar from 
attending similar events and vol-
unteering around town,” she said. 
“Little did I know that my name 
was going to be added to this list 
of amazing, giving individuals 
and organizations.”

 “I am deeply honored to be 
this year’s Mayor Award recipient. 
Thank you to Mayor Thorne and 
the city of Pleasanton for believ-
ing in me, supporting me and 
honoring me,” Litz said, adding: 
 “I’m so proud to call myself 
a Pleasanton resident and to 
work alongside my community 
to make our city even better. It 
brings joy and fulfillment to my 
life in so many ways. Let’s keep 
up the good work.”
 Litz, who has worked as a soft-
ware engineer and developer for 
more than 25 years, including the 
last 11 at Franklin Templeton In-
vestments in Dublin, started her 
passion for breast cancer aware-
ness and support over 20 years 
ago by participating in the Mak-
ing Strides Against Breast Cancer 
fundraising walk.
 Since then, she has complet-
ed two Avon 3-Day Walks, one 

Litz receives Mayor’s Award
Lifelong volunteer remains devoted to wealth of causes 

CITY

Community volunteer Kirstin Litz (right) accepts the 2018 Mayor’s Award 
from Pleasanton Mayor Jerry Thorne at dinner ceremony Nov. 16. 

See LAWSUIT on Page 8

See AWARD on Page 6 See ZONE 7 on Page 8
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NEWSFRONT

BY ERIKA ALVERO

 The Foothill High School Model 
United Nations team attended their 
first East Coast conference a few 
weeks ago — and came away with a 
second-place title.
 The fifth annual Empire Model 
United Nations Conference was 
hosted by New York University in 
New York City from Nov. 15-18. The 
conference was attended by around 
500 student “delegates” from across 
the country, as well as globally, and 
was organized and staffed by mem-
bers of the NYU Model UN team 
itself.
 The Foothill crew officially took 
the “Overall Delegation” award — 
second place, since their delegates 
received the second  highest number 

of placing awards.
 Alexander Chen, a junior and one 
of the club’s officers, said that their 
recognition was the result of a great 
team effort. “Really, it was because 
of our delegates,” he said. “Each one 
prepared very well.”
 At Model UN conferences, team 
members take on the roles of com-
mittee delegates based on actual UN 
organizations, and debate with one 
another regarding pressing global is-
sues. Teams are awarded based on 
their displays of public speaking, 
collaboration and diplomacy.
 Students take part in the General 
Assembly, where delegates represent 
a variety of countries to debate inter-
national policies and issues. Others 
serve on a crisis committee, where 

they deal with specific situations 
while stepping into the role of a 
distinct character from past and pres-
ent — Chen, for example, served as 
the agricultural minister of Rome in 
the Caesar era during the Empire 
conference.
 The Foothill team, founded in 
2013, has been ranked in the top 
150 teams by Best Delegate, which 
rates and provides resources for 
Model UN crews across the country. 
They have also placed at other local 
and international conferences.
 Because of their high performance 
levels at local competitions, they 
were invited to this conference, ac-
cording to senior Harsha Mudaliar, 
another club officer — it was their 

Foothill Model UN takes second at New York conference
Students debate climate change, Thai military coup and more at international competition

FOOTHILL

The Foothill High School Model UN team celebrates a second-place finish in 
the conference in New York City earlier this month. 

Komen-3-Day-Walk, and an Avon 
39, plus a variety of other 5K and 
10K walks for cancer support and 
other good causes. 
 Also during that time, Litz faced 
a battle of her own. She was diag-
nosed with Stage 1 breast cancer 
several years ago after a routine 
mammogram. 
 “Well, this did not slow her 
down,” Thorne said. 
 “Instead it energized the cour-
age within her,” the mayor added. 
“With the same positive outlook she 
brought to promoting the awareness 
of breast cancer, she confronted her 
condition by eventually defeating 
the breast cancer within her.”
 Next month Litz will mark four 
years as a cancer survivor.
 She also now sits on the Board of 
Directors for HERS (short for Hope, 
Empowerment, Renewal and Sup-
port), and is currently serving as the 
board’s vice chair. 

 The foundation supports women 
who undergo cancer treatment by 
offering a range of services, regard-
less of insurance or financial status, 
including surgical garments, wigs 
and prosthetic bras for women who 
have undergone a single or double 
mastectomy, Thorne noted. 
 “Kirstin is committed to helping 
these women feel good about their 
bodies, to rebuild their self-esteem 
and to feel whole again,” Thorne 
said.
 But her devotion for volunteering 
doesn’t stop at HERS.
 Thorne called out some 20 other 
organizations Litz has donated time 
to support over the years — saying 
his list was just a tip of the iceberg 
for her resume. 
 Those charity efforts included 
Dress a Girl Around the World, 
Chemo Bag Ministry, Valley Hu-
mane Society, Sandra J. Wing Heal-
ing Therapies Foundation, Relay 
for Life, Bright Pink Ambassadors, 
Kids Against Hunger, Open Heart 
Kitchen, Hope Hospice, Alameda 

County Food Bank, American Can-
cer Society, Toys for Tots, Blue Star 
Moms, One Warm Coat, Junior 
Achievement, Red Cross, National 
Breast Cancer Coalition, Wreaths 
Across America, Friends of Faith 
and Tri-Valley SOCKS.   
 Volunteering has always been 
part of Litz’s life, a passion instilled 
in her by her parents, and she has 
no designs on slowing down. 
 “A little over 15 years ago my job 
at PeopleSoft brought me to Pleas-
anton. At the time I had no idea 
what this city had in store for me. 
Until then, most of my volunteering 
had been focused on more global 
issues,” she said. 
 “Over the years that changed as I 
came to realize I live in an amazing 
and unique community where my 
skills could really make a differ-
ence for my neighbors,” Litz added. 
“There are organizations and events 
each year that I don’t miss and 
others I learn about along the way. 
I’m always up for trying something 
new!” 

AWARD
Continued from Page 5

 Art patrons Gary and Nancy 
Harrington have yet another idea 
for Pleasanton: a Cultural Arts Park 
that will celebrate and embrace the 
city’s diversity.
 “The idea of a cultural park has 
been on our mind for several years 
as Pleasanton steadily grows in 
prosperity as well as diversity,” 
Nancy Harrington wrote in a letter 
to supporters recently. “Businesses 
thrive, education levels advance, 
and cultural diversity progresses.”
 The Harringtons are envisioning 
a well-landscaped park with serene 
winding paths lined with sculptures 
and noted there is a possible site 
at Hacienda. They have talked to 

leaders in the city and at Hacienda 
Business Park and report enthusi-
asm for the concept, but they need 
to know if there is public support.
 The Harringtons are asking those 
who agree with their concept to 
contact the Pleasanton City Coun-
cil by Dec. 14 since it meets in 
early 2019 to set the city’s project 
priorities.
 The City Council may be con-
tacted by calling 931-5001 or 
emailing citycouncil@cityofpleas-
antonca.gov.
 Contact the Harringtons to show 
support or make a financial commit-
ment at nancyrh1@sbcglobal.net. 

—Dolores Fox Ciardelli

Art patrons push  
for new park

Venue would feature meandering paths  
with sculptures

See MODEL UN on Page 7

 Pleasanton’s U.S. Rep. Eric Swal-
well (D-Dublin) and wife Brittany 
celebrated the birth of their second 
child last month, a baby girl named 
Kathryn. 
 “Meet Kathryn Watts Swalwell 
— we’ll call her ‘Cricket.’ Mama 
and baby are doing great. And I’m 
thrilled that for the first time as 
long as anyone can remember in my 
family, a male had a girl. #YearOfT-
heWoman,” the congressman said 
on social media after his daughter’s 
birth.
 The baby girl — whose formal 
name is Kathryn Watts Swalwell and 
is nicknamed “Cricket” — was born 
on Oct. 24 in Washington, D.C., two 

weeks before voters re-elected her 
father to a fourth term in Congress. 
 Named in honor of Brittany’s 
mother, Kathryn Swalwell weighed 
in at seven pounds and 13 ounces 
and was 20.5 inches tall at birth. 
She is a year and a half younger than 
her brother Nelson (shown together 
here).
 A 38-year-old Dublin native, Con-
gressman Swalwell represents the 
15th District, which includes Pleas-
anton, San Ramon, Dublin, Liver-
more, Union City, parts of Fremont, 
and the unincorporated areas of 
Castro Valley, San Lorenzo, Sunol, 
Ashland, Cherryland and Fairview. 

—Jeremy Walsh

Swalwells welcome baby daughter, 
Kathryn

Nicknamed ‘Cricket,’ couple’s second child born Oct. 24 in D.C.

SWALWELL’S OFFICE

TAKE US ALONG

Streetwise in Switzerland: Pleasanton Weekly Streetwise columnist Nancy 
Lewis and husband Jeff took the paper with them to Morges, Switzerland. 
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There is a reason we use our residents as our photo models. We want you to see real  
people at real communities enjoying the life they choose. Whether it’s joining friends in a card 
game, taking a stroll around the grounds, stepping on the bus for an excursion or getting together 
to share a meal, our residents find everything they need right here. 

Experience the Parkview difference. Call or go online now.

REAL PEOPLE. REAL FUN. 

Real friends share a secret an Eskaton community

managed by

eskaton.org

The Parkview 
Assisted Living and Memory Care 
925-398-3933 
License #015601283

eskaton.org/parkview

second time competing out of state, 
the first having been at a Chicago 
conference last year.

“We wanted to feel what MUN was 
like in other areas,” Chen added.

Topics at the conference in New 
York ranged from climate change to 
Thailand’s military coup to territorial 
disputes in the South China Sea, Mu-
daliar said. Around 50 students par-
ticipate on the overall Foothill team, 
but only 16 were able to attend, due 
to chaperone regulations.

Though the club is student-led, 
social studies teacher Stephen Ferrel 

serves as the faculty adviser. He said 
the greatest challenge the team faced 
was the brutal East Coast weather 
once they arrived — a snowstorm 
made the mile-long trek to their 
hotel rough.

But overall, their teamwork and 
hours of after-school practice ses-
sions paid off, he said, and the col-
laboration and public speaking skills 
the students developed will serve 
them well regardless of their career 
path, whether it be politics, business 
or nonprofit work.

“I think the club is absolutely criti-
cal ... It’s not just about knowing all 
the information, but communicating 
it and using diplomacy,” Ferrel said. 

‘Classic Rock 
Christmas’
December People are bringing their 
Classic Rock Christmas to the Fire-
house Arts Center for two shows, at 8 
p.m. next Friday (Dec. 7) and next Sat-
urday (Dec. 8), fusing rock ‘n’ roll hits 
and well-loved Christmas carols into 
high energy performances. December 
People have a passion for music as well 
as feeding the hungry and ask audience 
members to bring a bag of food for the 
barrels and get your picture taken with 
the band. Tickets are $31-$41 plus a 
suggested donation of five or more nonperishable food items. Go to www.firehousearts.org, call 931-4848, 
or purchase at the theater box office, 4444 Railroad Ave. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

MODEL UN
Continued from Page 6
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footage captured by SRVHS cam-
eras shows Becker looking at his 
cellphone while he was supervising 
the 57 students in the pool, direct-
ing them to tread water for three 
consecutive minutes and extending 
the time an extra 30 seconds if they 
grabbed the lane rope. “During that 
time, Benjamin Curry became ex-
hausted, slipped under the water and 
drowned,” the lawsuit said. 
 The suit further contends that no 
other teachers or lifeguards were 
present to assist Becker in moni-
toring the class, and Becker’s own 
lifeguard certification had expired on 
March 16.
 After their investigation Danville 
police recommended no criminal 
charges against Becker or the dis-
trict, stating that detectives found 
no signs of foul play or criminal ne-
glect — confirming findings from the 
county coroner’s autopsy report that 

the death was accidental and not self 
inflicted as some initial reports falsely 
suggested. 
 “For approximately six months 
after this incident, neither the school 
district, nor the high school admin-
istrators, made any effort to correct 
the false narrative permeating the 
community surrounding Benjamin’s 
death,” the lawsuit said of the false 
reports. 
 SRVUSD officials stated they are 
unable to comment on issues per-
taining to pending litigation, but 
have remained in contact with the 
Curry family attorney over issues 
related to the suit. 
 “This event was and will remain a 
tragedy in our hearts and minds for-
ever. The district sincerely apologizes 
to the Curry family and all commu-
nity members. There are no words 
to describe the collective sorrow fol-
lowing the loss of Ben,” SRVUSD 
spokeswoman Elizabeth Graswich 
said Tuesday. 
 “The district recognizes its 

responsibility to safeguard all stu-
dents,” she added. “Since the trag-
edy, the district has suspended the 
use of pools for all district physical 
education classes. The district also 
instituted a requirement that every 
time district pools are in use, dedi-
cated and certified lifeguards will be 
present.” 
 Earlier this month, SRVUSD Su-
perintendent Rick Schmitt released 
a statement publicly apologizing 
on behalf of the district for the 
death of the boy, promising to con-
tinue to review the district’s safety 
procedures. 
 Schmitt and district officials have 
not confirmed whether Becker, then-
first-year SRVHS principal Jason Kro-
likowski or any other employee at 
the Danville school was reprimanded 
by the district in connection with 
Curry’s death on campus last school 
year.
 Becker had not responded to a re-
quest for comment as of Wednesday 
afternoon. 

LAWSUIT
Continued from Page 5
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To explore more about Pleasanton, 
visit us at www.cityofpleasantonca.gov

UPCOMING MEETINGS
City Council Meeting
Tuesday, December 4, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. 
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue
•  Adopt the I-580 Overcrossing Bicycle and Pedestrian Improvement 

Plan
•  Adopt the Foothill Road Bicycle Corridor Plan
Human Services
Wednesday, December 5, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.  
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue
•  Selection of Commission Chair and Vice Chair for 2019
•  Consider Process Changes for Library and Recreation Department 

Fee Assistance Program

Joint Library / Parks and Recreation  
Commission Workshop 
Thursday, December 6, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. 
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue
•  

Civic Center Master Plan 

gravel quarry operations, according 
to Zone 7. 
 Depending on grant funding, ad-
ditional work could include the 
removal of invasive species, mostly 
by cutting vegetation and applying 
herbicides, along with improve-
ments to existing dirt trails within 
the nature reserve, according to 
Zone 7 General Manager Valerie 
Pryor.
 The project will still cover a 40-
acre plot of land, Pryor said, but 
will result in much less ground 
disturbance — the excavation has 

been reduced from 100,000 cubic 
yards to about 2,500 and the proj-
ect will see less construction within 
the Arroyo Mocho channel.
 “Along the lowered trail, we’ll 
replace affected trees and also sta-
bilize the bank against erosion,” 
Pryor said. “This area and where 
we will lower the asphalt bike trail 
are the primary construction areas, 
they cover approximately 15 acres.”
 Zone 7 is currently preparing a 
new environmental review docu-
ment and expects to release it for 
public inspection in December and 
January. The agency anticipates con-
struction will happen summer 2019.
 The public meeting to review the 

new design is set for next Wednes-
day (Dec. 5) from 6-8 p.m. in Zone 
7’s boardroom at 100 N. Canyons 
Pkwy. in Livermore.

In other Zone 7 news

 • The water agency is discontin-
uing its “Energy Star Most Efficient 
Clothes Washer Program” at the 
end of the year, because chang-
ing plumbing and energy codes 
will only permit Energy Star-rated 
washers to be sold in the market.
 Rebate applications for qualify-
ing Energy Star washers bought 
and installed on or before Dec. 31 
should be mailed and postmarked 
by March 1 of next year. 

ZONE 7
Continued from Page 5

BY RYAN J. DEGAN

 When it comes to treating a 
stroke, time is of the essence and 
mere minutes can mean the differ-
ence between recovery, disability or 
death. 
 In an attempt to avoid the latter 
results, Stanford Health Care-Valley-
Care has made efforts to  launch a 
comprehensive certified stroke care 
program, one of the first steps of the 
program being the acquisition of a 
TeleStroke Robot that is capable of 
rapidly diagnosing stroke victims. 
 “Stroke is so time-sensitive and 
that is the beauty of (TeleStroke). 
ValleyCare is a fantastic hospital, 
has fantastic physicians and now 
we can tap into the experts over 

(in Stanford) in an extremely time 
urgent matter. And basically get the 
best vascular neurologist from a top 
10 hospital at a patient’s bedside 
instantly,” said Dr. David Svec, chief 
medical officer at Stanford-Valley-
Care. “Most community hospitals 
don’t have the ability to have a truly 
vascular trained neurologist 24/7, 
so this gives us a connection to the 
best.” 
 Funded with donations gathered 
by the ValleyCare Charitable Foun-
dation, the TeleStroke Robot works 
by connecting a specialist capable of 
quickly and accurately diagnosing 
a stroke with a patient suspected of 
having one, all via video. 
 Key to the technology is the 

amount of time it will save a patient 
in need of rapid diagnosis. Now 
instead of waiting for a specialist 
to travel to the regional hospital, a 
neurologist can analyze the patient 
and run the necessary verbal and vi-
sual tests to diagnose the condition 
remotely, saving crucial time in the 
treatment process.
 The technology is adaptive and is 
capable of being equipped with ad-
ditional tools such as a stethoscope 
for additional testing. In the future, 
TeleStroke may even be used to 
identify a wide variety of ailments 
and injuries, connecting patients 
with specialists of every stripe. 
 In a pinch it can even be used on 
a doctor’s mobile phone through an 
accompanying app.
 “In general every minute is im-
portant for us ... every minute we 
lose, you are losing the potential of 
getting someone back close to their 
baseline. The longer you go from 
the stroke onset to stroke treatment 
the higher the chances of disability,” 
said Dr. Prashanth Krishnamohan, 

ValleyCare medical director of 
neurology.
 Alteplase, the gold-standard drug 
approved by the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration for stroke treatment, 
has an approved window of approxi-
mately three hours after a stroke has 
occurred. In certain cases this can be 
extended to about 4-1/2 hours, but 
this is a narrow window for detec-
tion with little room for error. 
 “If you look at the data only about 
a fifth of patients reach the hospital 
within this time for us to properly 
do the life saving treatment,” Krish-
namohan said. “So 80% of patients 
right off the bat we lose an opportu-
nity to treat them.”
 The TeleStroke Robot will hope-
fully continue Stanford’s exceptional 
stroke response time — under five 
minutes, according to Stanford neu-
rologist Dr. Christina Mijalski — at 
ValleyCare as it expands its stroke 
care efforts.
 “The joint commission recogniz-
es TeleStroke as a very acceptable 
substitute for having an in-house 

vascular neurologist. In order to 
become a primary stroke center ... 
you just need to have a TeleStroke 
consultant available to you within 
20 minutes or so,” Mijalski said.
 With a stroke occurring approxi-
mately every 40 seconds in the 
United States, physicians stress the 
importance of observers being able 
to identify the early signs and act 
quickly. 
 While it is paramount that an 
observer call 9-1-1 for accurate di-
agnosis and treatment, anyone can 
assist in early detection through 
the popularized BEFAST guidelines. 
Simplified, if someone is suspected 
to have a stroke, an observer will 
need to check their balance, eyes, 
face, arms, speech and time of oc-
currence, immediately calling 9-1-1 
if suspected. 
 ValleyCare Charitable Founda-
tion is funded primarily through 
individual donors and as of Nov. 23 
has raised over $594,000 of the $1 
million needed to fund the hospital’s 
stroke care program. 

Stanford-ValleyCare strives to become stroke care center  
New TeleStroke Robot brings rapid stroke diagnosis 

 BART announced last week a 
new app by the transit agency 
to help riders navigate their way 
around trains and stations.
 The official BART app provides 
real-time departure data and al-
lows riders to make end-to-end 
trip planning, incorporating infor-
mation from 31 transit operators.
 The app provides informa-
tion about each station, includ-
ing whether it has secured bike 
parking and what car parking is 
available. Service, escalator and el-
evator advisories are also included.
 The BART app also links to 

the BART Watch app, which rid-
ers can use to report suspicious 
and illegal activity in trains or 
stations. There are translations 
on the app for Spanish and Chi-
nese, according to the transit 
agency.
 BART officials are already work-
ing on future features for the app, 
including the ability to pay for 
verified carpool parking spots.
 The app is free and can be ac-
cessed on Apple’s iOS App Store 
and the Google Play store, BART 
officials said. 

—Bay City News Service

BART launches new 
official app

Aims to help riders more precisely plan transit trips
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The Pleasanton Police Department made 
the following information available.

Nov. 24
Drug violation

 4:36 p.m. on the 5700 block of 
Johnson Drive

 7:53 p.m. on the 6700 block of Bernal 
Avenue

Theft

 5:40 a.m., 4500 block of Shawnee 
Way; auto theft

 1:30 p.m., 4700 block of McHenry 
Gate Way; theft from auto

 4:14 p.m. on the 1700 block of Santa 
Rita Road

DUI

 12:54 a.m. at West Las Positas Blvd. 
and Hopyard Road

Burglary

 3:38 p.m. on the 1000 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

Nov. 23
Burglary

 4:32 p.m. on the 3800 block of Stone 
Pointe Way

Theft

 12:04 a.m., 1300 block of Stoneridge 
Mall Road; shoplifting

 12:32 a.m.,1000 block of Stoneridge 
Mall Road; theft from auto

 10:49 p.m.,1000 block of Stoneridge 
Mall Road; theft from auto

 10:50 p.m., 1000 block of Stoneridge 
Mall Road; theft from auto

Drug violation

 9:02 a.m. on the 3100 block of Bernal 
Avenue

 6:53 p.m. on the 4500 block of 
Rosewood Drive

Alcohol violation

 7:58 a.m. on the 2900 block of 
Sorano Court

Vandalism

 12:15 p.m. on the 1000 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

Nov. 22
Burglary

 8:43 p.m. on the 5700 block of 
Dalton Creek Way

Alcohol violation

 2:59 a.m. at Touriga Court and 
Touriga Drive; DUI

 4:04 a.m. on the 4200 block of Santa 
Rita Road

Domestic battery

 2:45 a.m. on Dublin Canyon Road

Nov. 21
Alcohol violation

 10:31 p.m. on the 2600 block of 
Maria Street

Drug violation

 7:30 p.m. on the 11900 block of 
Dublin Canyon Road

Vandalism

 7:15 a.m. on the 1000 block of 
Serpentine Lane

Nov. 20
Theft

 7:25 a.m., 5600 block of Owens Drive; 
theft of bicycle

 1:39 p.m., 4500 block of Rosewood 
Drive; shoplifting

 2:18 p.m. on the 4700 block of Willow 
Road

 3:23 p.m. on the 4500 block of Bernal 
Avenue

 8:19 p.m., 5700 block of Owens Drive; 
theft from auto

POLICE REPORT

County supervisors 
support ending court 
admin fees

 The Alameda County Board of 
Supervisors voted unanimously last 
week to approve an ordinance that 
eliminates administrative court fees 
for people who are convicted of 
crimes.
 If the full board votes as expected to 
approve a second reading of the ordi-
nance next Tuesday (Dec. 4), Alameda 
County will become only the second 
county in the U.S. to eliminate the 
fees, following San Francisco, which 
took that step earlier this year.
 In addition, $26 million in court 
administrative fees that haven’t been 
collected will be waived.
 The new policy would take effect 
in January.
 Alameda County Public Defend-
er Brendon Woods, the East Bay 
Community Law Center, the Ella 
Baker Center for Human Rights 
and other groups told the board 
that the fees should be eliminated 
because they create a long-term 
financial burden for low-income 
people who already served time for 
their crimes but then have prob-
lems turning their lives around.

 They said that’s because the debts 
cause such people to have problems 
getting credit, housing and jobs.
 Currently, Alameda County charg-
es defendants probation supervi-
sion fees of between $30 to $90 per 
month, pre-charge investigation re-
port fees of between $250 and $710 
and $150 or more for representation 
by the Public Defender’s Office.
 Advocates for eliminating the fees 
said the average adult on probation 
in Alameda County spends five years 
under supervision and can face more 
than $6,000 in fees.
 Noe Gudino, a junior at California 
State University East Bay who is a 
member of Legal Services for Prison-
ers with Children, All of Us or None 
and other groups said the fees made 
it harder for him to get his life back 
on track after he was incarcerated 
because when he got a job his wages 
were garnished.
 Julia Root of the Center for Em-
ployment Opportunities told the 
board that the fees cause “undue 
emotional and financial stress” for 
incarcerated people and their families 
and said she has a family member 
who could face up to $10,000 in fees 
when he’s released in the near future.
 The ordinance endorsed by the 
board says the fees “can have long-
term effects that can undermine 
successful societal re-entry goals of 
the formerly-incarcerated, such as 

attaining stable housing, transporta-
tion and employment.”
 Woods said after the meeting that 
the fees “are a tremendous burden to 
people who are trying to get back on 
their feet” after serving time.
 He said eliminating the fees “is the 
right thing to do.”
 County Administrator Susan Mu-
ranishi told the board that eliminat-
ing the fees means the county will 
lose about $1.45 million in revenue 
annually but said the county will 
explore other funding opportunities 
to replace that revenue.

In other news

 The town of Danville has been pre-
sented with a wrongful-death claim 
by the family of Laudemer Arboleda, 
who was killed by a Danville police 
officer at the end of a short pursuit 
earlier this month. 
 The claim — which typically pre-
cedes a lawsuit pending the town’s 
rejection — was submitted by the 
Law Offices of John L. Burris on Nov. 
16 and claimed that police followed 
the 33-year-old Newark man without 
justification and fired upon him un-
necessarily as he attempted to slowly 
drive past officers. 
 It was filed with the town Nov. 16 
on behalf of Arboleda’s mother Jean-
nie Atienza, and seeks damages in 
excess of $25,000, due to breach of 
duty by police, negligence, emotional 

distress and wrongful death.
 “We believe that Arboleda had not 
committed any crimes. Our under-
standing is police were called out 
because he looked suspicious. Once 
again he was not wanted for anything, 
he had no outstanding warrants, he 
had not committed any crimes and 
officers had no information that he 
had engaged in any criminal activity,” 
said Adante Pointer, an attorney at 
the Burris firm.  
 Arboleda died on the morning of 
Nov. 3 after a run-in with police in 
downtown Danville at the intersec-
tion of Front Street and Diablo Road. 
 Police say on that day they re-
ceived a call from a resident report-
ing that a stranger — later identified 
as Arboleda — was walking around 
the neighborhood near down-
town with bags in hand and acting 
suspicious.
 Police arrived on scene and a short 
pursuit ensued, ending with Contra 
Costa County Sheriff’s Office Deputy 
Andrew Hall, firing multiple shots 
into Arboleda’s vehicle when he alleg-
edly attempted to run down officers, 
according to investigators. The town 
of Danville contracts with the sheriff’s 
office for police services.
 The family’s attorneys also allege 
that Arboleda’s skin color — he was 
of Filipino descent — may have 
factored into Hall’s decision to use 
lethal force. 

 “The officer, based upon physical 
evidence, was not in the direct line of 
the car and had the ability to step out 
of the way, chose to use deadly force 
on a person he had no information 
had done anything,” Pointer said. 
“We don’t think that the officer would 
use the same amount of force if the 
person was not brown or black.”
 The claim itself also highlighted 
the practice of allowing police to fire 
upon moving vehicles, a practice that 
is not used by many police agencies 
due to the heightened risk of collat-
eral damage, the attorneys argue.
 The sheriff’s office was quick to 
maintain its position that Arboleda 
was driving recklessly and presenting 
a danger to police. 
 “This is a tragic case, yet once 
again John Burris is reaching for his 
well-worn race card. This is not about 
race. This is about a dangerous and 
reckless person trying to run down 
and murder a police officer. Once 
all investigations are completed, we 
look forward to sharing the full de-
tails with the public,” Contra Costa 
County Sheriff David Livingston said 
in a statement on Nov. 19.
 Town officials deferred comment 
about the claim to the sheriff’s office. 
 Arboleda’s death was Danville po-
lice’s first officer-involved shooting 
since August 2001. 

—Pleasanton Weekly staff and 
Bay City News Service

Community Pulse
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Marketplace

To place an ad or get a quote,  
contact Nico Navarrete at 650.223.6582  

or email digitalads@paweekly.com.

HOME SERVICES 
Painting

INSURANCE 
Renters Insurance

HOME SERVICES    Plumbing

Emergency plumbing repair

Drain and sewer cleaning  •  Hydro-jets cleaning 

Sewers: camera inspection, repair & replacement

Water leak repair  •  Water, gas & sewer repair 

Installation of water heaters,  
garbage disposals, faucets and toilets

Your local drain & sewer experts

CALL TODAY! 510-379-8898 or 925-888-9678 

E-mail: dcc828@yahoo.com. 

Renters 
Insurance

As low as $10 a month 
includes $100,000 
Liability to satisfy 

Landlord Requirements. 

Call us 24/7 at 
925.846.0880  

or visit
PTownRenters.com

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

•  Kitchen Cabinets 
•  Sheetrock & Texture 

Repair
•  Deck Restoration 

•  Small Jobs OK

Brian Ward 
Custom Painting 

925 323 7833

LIC 731462Employment
ACCOUNTING

ACCOUNTANT

ACCOUNTANT: F/T; 

Analyze financial info. & 

prepare financial reports, 

etc;  Req. Bachelor’s 

Degree in Accounting 

or related; Mail resume 

to: C.K ONE MARKETING, 

INC., 2400 Camino 

Ramon, Suite 177, San 

Ramon, CA 94583

To place an ad or 
get a quote, call 

650.223.6582  
or email 

digitalads@
paweekly.com.

Deadline is 
Monday at noon.
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The Tri-Valley community con-
tinues to mourn the death 
of Ben Curry, who drowned 

during PE class at San Ramon Valley 
High School in Danville on May 8. 
Curry’s family and friends — and the 
entire community — are demanding 
answers they are owed. 

This school and teacher were en-
trusted with the safety of this 15-year-
old boy, and now he is dead. 

The lack of transparency of the 
public officials and agencies in-
volved, particularly the Contra 
Costa County Sheriff’s Office and 
San Ramon Valley Unified School 
District, is beyond frustrating and 
begs the question of who or what 
they are trying to protect. 

Being the only news outlet to 
consistently cover SRVUSD, we sub-
mitted public records requests to the 
school district and the sheriff’s of-
fice, which contracts with the town 
of Danville for its law enforcement. 
Among the items we requested were 
the security camera footage from the 
pool, incident reports, investigation 
reports and other documents relat-
ing to the death, along with body-
worn camera footage from sheriff’s 
Deputy Kyle Rhoton, the school 
resource officer who was first to ar-
rive on-scene. 

The school district has been less 
than cooperative. Contra Costa Sher-
iff David Livingston summarily de-
nied and dismissed us. 

Livingston’s written response con-
cluded: “We fully appreciate the fam-
ily’s and the community’s sorrow at 
the loss of this young man. Our 
investigation into this sad event is, by 
law, exempt from disclosure under 
the Public Records Act. This fulfills 
your Public Records Act request.”

Translated: Go away and don’t 
question us again. 

No, it does not fulfill our request. 
And no, we won’t go away. 

If a teacher isn’t fired for failing 
to notice a student drowning on 
his watch, what can they get fired 
for? If a teacher who left for lunch 
without confirming all students were 
safely out of the pool isn’t even rep-
rimanded, what is wrong with this 
school district? If school employees 
apparently face no consequences for 
a student drowning in class (a lack of 
care aptly described as “negligence” 
and “despicable” in the Curry family’s 
lawsuit filed this Tuesday), how can 
we trust this district and the people 
who run it?

Transparency would be a good 
start toward rebuilding trust. 

Katrina Curry, Ben’s sister, ad-
monished SRVUSD leaders during 
an October school board meeting 
saying, “(Aaron Becker) was never 
even put on leave while the investi-
gation was in progress. He failed in 
his most basic duty as a teacher. My 
brother is dead.”

We asked SRVUSD Superintendent 
Rick Schmitt if Becker was placed 
on administrative leave for any time. 
After several days we were told by 
SRVUSD communications director 
Elizabeth Graswich, “We are not at 
liberty to share information about 
personnel matters which are confi-
dential by nature.” 

When we didn’t accept this an-
swer, we were told that there are “no 
records that apply to your request” — 
which we took to mean Becker was 
never placed on leave. 

It is standard operating pro-
cedure in the public and private 
sector to put an employee on ad-
ministrative leave until an investi-
gation is complete. This applies to 
a police officer involved in a shoot-
ing or an employee accused of 

harassment. Why is this different? 
This is more than a personnel 

matter; this is a matter of protecting 
a teacher who had a child die on his 
watch. Not only is Becker still teach-
ing, he continued his duties as head 
varsity football coach and associate 
athletic director at the high school 
this fall. 

The sheriff’s office response to our 
request was to completely shut us 
down, invoking the “investigatory 
exemption.” 

Often public agencies try to keep 
the public in the dark by claiming 
the documents requested are part 
of an investigation and, if released, 
would jeopardize the investigation or 
someone involved in the investiga-
tion, such as an informant. (The only 
reason we got access to the coroner’s 
report is the family attorney shared a 
copy with the media.)

Documents we requested do not 
put anyone in harm’s way and, ac-
cording to the school district and the 
sheriff’s office, the investigation into 
young Ben’s death is over — and no 
criminal charges were filed. 

Second, even if an exemption ex-
ists, it is not mandatory to withhold 
information unless disclosure is pro-
hibited by law. 

We believe those documents 
should be released.

“The Sheriff disagrees,” we were 
told by the sheriff’s office, citing 
a prior court case, “asserting that 
the statute on its face contains no 
time limitation and that the exemp-
tion services interests that outlive 
the investigation for which the file 
was originally created, such as the 

safety of informants and undercover 
officers, the integrity of related inves-
tigations, and the privacy of persons 
whose affairs have been investigated 
but who have not been charged with 
crimes.”

Sheriff Livingston, we disagree. 
And, like many in the public, we 

want to know why this child died 
and why Becker apparently wasn’t 
ever placed on administrative leave, 
even during the investigation. We 
also want to know why the district 
and the sheriff’s office is not being 
completely transparent with the pub-
lic they serve. 

A sheriff’s deputy fatally shot a 
man at the end of a pursuit near 
downtown Danville on Nov. 3, and 
when the man’s family filed a wrong-
ful-death claim against the town of 
Danville, the sheriff’s office posted 
on its Facebook last week: “Once all 
investigations are completed, we look 
forward to sharing the full details 
with the public.”

Why will full details be shared after 
the investigation in that case, but not 
in a case in which a child died while 
at school? 

Livingston, Graswich and Schmitt 
seem to miss the fact they are ulti-
mately accountable to the public and 
that the public has a right to know 
the basic facts of Ben Curry’s untimely 
death. There is no justification for 
failing to make this information avail-
able to the public now. 
Editor’s note: A copy of the Curry family’s 

lawsuit, as well as the written responses 
from the public agencies to our records 
requests, are available with the online 

version of this article. 

Opinion
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Zachary’s Pizza update

Dear Editor,
I wanted to take a moment to 

reach out to friends and neighbors in 
our community to clarify the prog-
ress and evolution of our restaurant 
build-out planned at 337 Main St. 
downtown. 

The project has moved along very 
slowly for various reasons not having 
to do with Zachary’s or the city of 
Pleasanton. Significant construction 
is required to be completed by the 
landlord before Zachary’s can per-
form any work on the site. 

The building was scheduled to be 
turned over to us more than a year 
ago, and now they are projecting a 

turnover date in early 2019. Our 
design and construction plans are 
substantial, and will likely take 6-8 
months to complete if there are no 
further delays out of our control.

While these delays certainly are 
frustrating, we can only focus on 
what is within our control. As a 
longtime Pleasanton resident, down-
town has always felt like a good fit 
for Zachary’s. We appreciate your 
patience and understanding and are 
very much looking forward to serving 
everyone. 

We have special plans for our 
Pleasanton location and promise it 
will be worth the wait! 

—Kevin Suto

LETTERS
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STORY BY JEREMY WALSH  |  PHOTOS BY CHUCK DECKERT

Pleasanton set for annual parade  
and tree lighting ... if weather holds

The Pleasanton community is 
ready for a familiar celebration to 
usher in the holiday season: the 
city’s annual Hometown Holiday 
Parade and Tree Lighting Ceremony, 
set for Saturday evening downtown.

That is, if the rain cooperates.
The forecast for this weekend 

is up and down after steadily wet 

weather earlier in the week, but for 
now, Pleasanton’s holiday showcase 
is scheduled to go on — though 
the city will have a hotline available 
Saturday to keep the community 
updated on the event’s status. 

The festive parade is set to start 
at 5 p.m. with dozens of commu-
nity groups and local dignitaries 

marching down Main Street or rid-
ing in decorative floats, with ev-
eryone usually decked out in their 
favorite (and warm) holiday attire. 

Parade entrants include recog-
nizable performers like the famed 
Balloon Platoon and Foothill 
and Amador Valley high schools’ 
marching bands, as well as local 
elected officials, children’s groups 
like Scout troops, hot rod clubs, 
Pleasanton businesses, nonprofit 
organizations and more. 

The celebration will then shift to 
the main stage at the Museum on 
Main, where Mayor Jerry Thorne 
will light Pleasanton’s holiday tree, 
expected to occur around 6:45 p.m.

The December People will pro-
vide musical entertainment, per-
forming familiar holiday songs in 
the styles of some of the most 
recognizable rock bands, and Santa 
Claus will make a special appear-
ance to visit with families there. 

Many downtown shops and res-
taurants will be in the holiday spirit 
throughout the evening as well.

The annual Hometown Holiday 
event is presented by the city of 
Pleasanton each year thanks to the 
efforts of a core group of resident 
volunteers and city officials, who 
begin their efforts with a debriefing 
soon after the prior year’s event and 
then dive into planning during the 
summer.

The 2018 celebration is formally 
scheduled to run from 5-8 p.m. 
Saturday. Main Street will close to 
vehicular traffic starting at 3:30 p.m.

With rain possibly in the fore-
cast, city officials have a plan in 
place to update residents about the 
parade’s status in case of  inclement 
weather, via a hotline at 931-5352 
and online with hourly updates 
starting at 2:30 p.m.

The parade would be canceled 
(and not rescheduled) with any 
steady drizzle or harder rainfall as 
of 3:15 p.m. or later Saturday, while 

The Pleasanton City Council rides in a classic fire truck, waving to the Main 
Street crowds last year. Council members are set to help usher in the holiday 
season in this year’s parade as well.

Community groups also walk down the Main Street, many dressed in 
coordinated outfits to celebrate the holiday season. 

Some kids took a turn on the mic last year, with the help of the lead singer. 
This year is set to feature new musical entertainment, with December People 
taking to the stage. 

Riding in the parade is popular for local businesses, nonprofits and 
organizations, a procession for the whole family.

the tree lighting would go on as 
scheduled unless the rain becomes 
severe. 

Visit the city’s holiday parade 
webpage at www.hometownholiday.

com for all the latest details, includ-
ing information for entrants and 
volunteers, drop-off instructions, 
traffic restrictions, event schedule 
and rain-out protocol. 
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— especially latkes (potato 
pancakes) and sufganiyot 
(fried jelly doughnuts).

Congregation Beth Emek 
will be hosting its annual 
Shabbat Hanukkah service on 
Dec. 7 at the temple at 3400 
Nevada Court. Attendees are 
invited to bring their me-
norah to light at the service, 
which starts at 8 p.m. and will 

be followed by a treats-filled 
“Oneg Shabbat,” or celebratory 

gathering after Sabbath services.
“Especially this year, Jews ev-

erywhere will be lighting Ha-
nukkah candles as an act of affir-
mation,” Milder said. “In response 
to the recent anti-Semitic shoot-
ing at a synagogue in Pittsburgh, 
we know that the most important 
thing we can do is to affirm our 
identity even more proudly.”

Chabad of the Tri-Valley has 
planned their own festivities and 
services over the course of the 
eight days as well. This Sunday, 
the Chabad will host a “build-
your-own-menorah-workshop” at 
the Home Depot in Pleasanton 
from 11 a.m. to noon, open to 
families and children of all ages 

— admission is free, but an RSVP 
is required.

Later that evening, the Chabad 
will host a Chanukah menorah car 
parade from 5:30-7 p.m. in the 
streets surrounding the synagogue 
at 3370 Hopyard Road, with a 
police escort guiding congregants 
in cars adorned by rooftop electric 
menorahs, ending at the Chabad 
with a menorah lighting and Cha-
nukah Bash — again, admission is 
free but an RSVP is required.

On Tuesday, a “Chanukah Won-
derland” will take over the Grand 
Court at Stoneridge Shopping Cen-
ter from 5:30-7 p.m., with live 
music, a holiday game and craft 
centers, balloon entertainment, 
Chanukah photo ops and face 
painting and wrapping up with the 
lighting of a 9-foot-tall menorah. 
The celebration is open to all.

And Chabad heads over to Liver-
more on Dec. 8, for “Chanukah 
Under the Stars” at the Bankhead 
Theater. Attendees can help to light 
up Livermore’s Menorah, eat hot 
latkes and doughnuts, enjoy musi-
cal entertainment, meet with city 
dignitaries and take part in glow-
in-the-dark festivities. 

Pleasanton synagogues prepare for Festival of Lights
Hanukkah begins Sunday, local celebrations to include menorah lightings, parade, latkes and more

BY ERIKA ALVERO

This Sunday marks the start of 
Hanukkah, the eight-day Festival 
of Lights, and preparations are un-
derway at local synagogues and in 
the homes of Jewish families.

The holiday — which this year 
lasts from Dec. 2 through 10 — 
commemorates Jewish rebels’ rec-
lamation of their Temple in Jerusa-
lem from Greek armies in ancient 
times. But on a broader level, it’s a 
celebration of light over darkness, 
and of hope in the face of adversity.

And Pleasanton’s Chabad of the 
Tri-Valley and Congregation Beth 
Emek are marking the holiday this 
year with giant menorah lightings, 
special religious services, a car pa-
rade and more.

“As families prepare their candles 
and olive oil to kindle their Cha-
nukah candelabras in their homes, 
the Tri Valley’s communal festivities 
and events underscore the unique 
nature of Chanukah; its public ob-
servance,” said Rabbi Raleigh Resn-
ick, spiritual leader of the Chabad.

“This week, we transport and 
erect 9-foot public menorahs at 
Stoneridge Mall, in Livermore’s 
downtown, and along Hopyard 

Road. In so doing we hope 
to illuminate the Tri Valley’s 
entire community with the 
light of goodness, holiness, 
morality and kindness,” he 
said.  

Resnick added that this 
year they are taking extra 
security measures in light of 
the mass shooting in a Pitts-
burgh synagogue Oct. 27. 

The holiday’s origins hark 
back to the second century 
B.C.E., rooted in accounts re-
corded in the Talmud, the com-
prehensive collection of rabbinic 
writings.

According to the Talmud, the 
holy Temple in Jerusalem had been 
captured by Syrian Greeks, who, 
seeking to impose their own re-
ligion on the Land of Israel, had 
defiled the Jews’ place of worship 
by placing Greek idols around the 
temple and destroying sacred oil. 
The small band of rebel Maccabees, 
though, fought the larger army 
and recaptured the Temple, re-
establishing independence.

This part of the story is histori-
cal, according to Beth Emek’s Rabbi 
Laurence Milder, but well-known 

Hanukkah traditions such as me-
norah lightings are linked to the 
legend of the oil. According to the 
Talmud, the Maccabees found only 
enough pure, un-defiled oil to last 
for one night, but the lamp burned 
for eight nights. Rabbis proclaimed 
the occurrence a miracle, symbolic 
of the power of spiritual faith.

In honor of this miracle, then, 
observant Jewish households 
light eight-candled menorahs 
and consume foods fried in oil 

Fotis Vassiliadis — Goldsmith, Watchmaker 
3500 Bernal Ave. #135, Pleasanton • Vintage Hills Shopping Center  

(925) 484-1573    Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10:30–6, Sat. 10:30–4:30 

From a simple battery change 
to the custom created jewelry of 
your dreams, we offer you the 
one-on-one experience to speak 
directly with the goldsmith. Our 
work is guaranteed to fit within 
your budget.
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•  14k, 18k, platinum 

•  Diamond setting                  
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The end of Bob’s World
Final season after 30-plus years  

of elaborate lights display
BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

All good things must come to an 
end — and this will be the last year 
for Bob Stanley’s holiday lights ex-
travaganza in Pleasanton. Dubbed 
Bob’s World, it has delighted area 
residents each holiday season for 
more than 30 years.

Stanley paused in this year’s 
preparations last Saturday to verify 
that, yes, he was assembling the 
display for the last time.

“It’s time to step back and enjoy 
the holidays myself,” he said. “I’m 
trying to get it ready.”

Many people volunteer to help, 
he noted, but he prefers to go solo, 
explaining with a laugh: “I never 
know what I’m doing.”

First he wires the front yard, 
which takes three days, then he 
moves on from there. The entire 
setup takes about three months and 
will be ready for the public Dec. 13.

“It’s just time,” agreed his wife 
Cathy. “He’s 73 years old and 
should not be on a roof.”

Bob’s World has been drawing an 
estimated 6,000 to 10,000 visitors, 
who fill the surrounding streets 

with their cars as droves of people 
park and walk to enjoy the display 
each year. Each part is animated 
and lights up, plus every child who 
visits Bob’s World is treated to a 
candy cane or small toy.

But the visitors aren’t all chil-
dren. Numerous East Bay senior 
homes create a special holiday ex-
cursion for their residents, as well 
as groups celebrating birthday par-
ties, and limousines full of holiday 
revelers.

The Stanleys, who have two sons 
and one granddaughter, say their 
interest in holiday lights began 
many years ago when one of their 
sons put a string of holiday lights in 
his room. That expanded through-
out the interior of the house until it 
glowed with 5,000 holiday lights.

“It was time to move it outside,” 
Bob said.

The outdoor display grew and 
grew — and grew. The Stanleys 
don’t know how many lights there 
are but expect that it is in the 
thousands. Also a secret is how 
the display impacts their utility bill 
in December. Although he won’t 

share the amount, Bob did say that 
the new LED lights are more cost-
effective than those used in years 
past.

Stanley, who is retired from the 
commercial furnishings business, 
says he learned by trial and error 
in designing and installing the dis-
plays. In the early days, they were 
constructed of wood, which didn’t 
withstand heavy winds and rain. 
Today’s displays have wire frames.

The Stanleys will announce 
the sale of their Bob’s World dis-
plays on the website known as 
California Christmas Lights 

(CaliforniaChristmasLights.com) 
operated by Alex Dourov, which 
tells folks where to find the homes 
with the best holiday decorations.

Stanley is known as Santa Bob 
by the neighborhood kids — in-
deed there is a resemblance — and 
both he and Cathy have wonderful 
memories from their decades of 
hosting Bob’s World. Cathy recalled 
when a young soldier in uniform 
who had just returned from the 
Middle East knocked on the door 
with his young brother, hoping to 
get a photo with Santa Bob to give 
to their mom for Christmas.

Put Bob’s World on your calen-
dar and enjoy its final year at 2612 
Calle Reynoso. Starting Dec. 13, 
the display will be lit from 6-9 p.m. 
each Sunday through Thursday, 
and from 6-10 p.m. Fridays and 
Saturdays before the lights dim for 
good at 10 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 30.

After this, Stanley looks forward 
to traveling during the last quarter 
of the year in the future.

“We love Christmas, and we’ve 
both enjoyed the opportunity to 
share the excitement of the season 
with our friends and neighbors,” he 
said. 

JOHN FUTTERMAN

This marks the final year of the Bob’s World holiday display on 
Calle Reynoso. It runs Dec. 13-30.

JOHN FUTTERMAN

Bob Stanley, aka Santa Bob, has been putting up 
(and taking down) his decorative display each 
holiday season for over 30 years. 
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FROSTY IS 
BACK!

6430 Dublin Court 
Hopyard Exit

LARGEST FLOCKED TREE  
SELECTION IN THE BAY AREA!     33 Years Serving the Bay Area!
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•  Christmas Trees 
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•  Nordmann Fir

$5 OFF 
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1 Anonymous ..........................................$100

William Berck .............................................250

Donna and Jim Zarrillo ...............................100

Shaké Sulikyan .............................................**

Pat & Ran Costello .......................................**

Robert Russman .........................................100

Christina Nystrom Mantha ...........................**

Margaret Monahan ....................................500

James Price .............................................5,000

Eric Krieger ................................................500

Victor Wheatman .......................................250

Terri Bush .....................................................40

Jason Stinebaugh .......................................100

Peter Mason ................................................**

Jim & Susan Falls ........................................100

Rich & Gloria Fredette ..................................**

A. Desrosiers ..............................................100

Chuck & Debra Uhler .................................135

Blaise & Amy Lofland .................................250

Bob & Marianne Eisberg .............................100

Kathy & Jeff Narum ....................................100

Margaret Bryant .........................................100

Carmen Merritt ............................................20

Raymond Szidon ..........................................50

Ronald & Lonnie Shaw ...............................100

Mavis Williams .............................................20

Curtis Lum ...................................................75

Peter Witze ................................................500

Ron & Kim Possehl .....................................250

Janet & Jeb Bing ........................................200

Joe & Kelly Montes ....................................100

IN MEMORY OF

Gam & Papa Abbott, from The Casey Family ... **

Mike, Matt & Diane,  

from Spring Street Studios ............................. 250

Janet Reichlin, from Michael Reichlin ............. 200

Betty Patrick, from Joan & Chuck Brown ......... **

Jerry Lemm, from Marilyn Lemm, Mark &  

Michele .......................................................... 200

Lee. B. Young, from Marsha Young ............... 200

Rick Aguiar & George Fargis,  

from Nancy Aguiar Fargis ............................... 100

Coach Tony Costello, from Michael Costello ...250

BUSINESSES & ORGANIZATIONS

Pleasanton Pet Sitting ..................................50

Sue Evans Photography ..............................100

LawTech ..................................................1,000

Tim McGuire Team, Alain Pinel Realtors ...1,000

2018-2019 Holiday Fund Donors
As of November 26, 43 donors have contributed $13,040  

to the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund.

This year’s Holiday Fund  
recipients that will share 

 in fund contributions are:

Agape Villages Foster Family Agency 
finds stable homes and a loving environ-
ment for abused and neglected children 
throughout 14 counties in Northern Cali-
fornia, including here in Alameda County.

CityServe supports the community by 
caring for people in crisis, coordinating re-
sources between the faith-based community, 
nonprofits, schools, businesses, and govern-
ment agencies and connecting volunteers in 
the community to nonprofits.

In partnership with:

Enclosed is a donation of: $___________

Name:  ____________________________________________________

Business Name:  ______________________________________________
(Only required if business name is to be listed as donor in the paper)

Address:  ___________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: _________________ / __________ / _____________

Email:  _____________________________________________________

Phone: _______________________________

I wish to designate my contribution as follows (select one):

 In my name as shown above          In the name of business above 

– OR –
 In honor of:    In memory of:    As a gift for:

___________________________________________________________
(Name of Person)

The Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund is a donor advised fund of Silicon Valley Community 
Foundation, a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. A contribution to this fund allows your donation 
to be tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law.

All donors and their gift amounts will be published in the Pleasanton Weekly unless 
the boxes below are checked.

 I wish to contribute anonymously.    

       Please withhold the amount of my contribution.

Make checks payable to Silicon Valley Community Foundation and send to:
05 – Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund

c/o Silicon Valley Community Foundation
P.O. Box 45389

San Francisco, CA 94145-0389

For more information and to donate online, visit:
siliconvalleycf.org/pleasantonweeklyholidayfund

 Each year, the Pleasanton 
Weekly Holiday Fund raises 
money to support programs and 
services that care for local families 
and children in our community. 
The Holiday Fund partners with 
the Silicon Valley Community 
Foundation, which handles all 
finances, so every dollar of your 
tax-deductible donation goes 
directly to the 15 local nonprofits 
with no administrative expenses. 

Axis Community Health is the Tri-
Valley’s sole provider of medical and men-
tal health services for individuals and 
families who have a low income or who 
are uninsured. It serves more than 14,000 
members of our community.

Hope Hospice provides ethical hospice 
care, transition services for those not 
eligible for hospice, bereavement support 
for adults and children and end-of-life 
education to Tri-Valley families, regardless 
of insurance or income status.

Museum on Main is dedicated to pre-
serving, clarifying and disseminating in-
formation about history specific to the 
Tri-Valley region and encourages partici-
pation in the arts and humanities through 
its public programs.

Open Heart Kitchen is the largest hot 
meal program of its kind in the Tri -Valley 
feeding the hungry every weekday at mul-
tiple locations.

Pleasanton Partnerships in Educa-
tion (PPIE) Foundation is an organi-
zation that has a collaborative relation-
ship with the Pleasanton Unified School 
District and contributes to the needs of 
Pleasanton students and educators.

Pleasanton Cultural Arts Council 
supports a wide variety of artistic pro-
grams in Pleasanton schools and the com-
munity at large.

Pleasanton Military Families serves 
families in the Tri-Valley with sons, 
daughters, husbands and wives serving in 
America’s armed forces and provides sup-

port and mentoring for younger veterans 
as they transition back to civilian life.

Sandra J. Wing Healing Therapies 
Foundation provides local cancer pa-
tients with complementary therapies to 
help alleviate the side effects caused by 
radiation and chemotherapy. 

Senior Support Program of the Tri-
Valley serves seniors over 60 in the com-
munities of Pleasanton, Livermore, Dub-
lin and Sunol to promote independence, 
safety and well-being, preserve dignity 
and improve quality of life. 

Sunflower Hill is working to create 
a sustainable residential community for 
individuals with special needs, similar to 
senior living facilities. 

Tri-Valley REACH (Resources Educa-
tion Activities Community and Housing 
for special adults of the Tri-Valley) offers 
education programs, activities, resources 
and housing opportunities for adults with 
developmental disabilities.

ValleyCare Charitable Foundation 
plans to use its contribution from the 
annual campaign to help fund state-of-
the-art health care technology, facilities, 
various clinical programs and services at 
Stanford Health Care-ValleyCare. 

Valley Humane Society rescues and 
rehabilitates companion animals, cham-
pions responsible caretaking, shares pets’ 
soothing affections with people in need 
of comfort, and supports and preserves 
existing pet-guardian relationships.
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The North Coast Section Division 
I football brackets will show that 
Freedom beat Amador Valley 48-29 
for an apparent easy playoff win last 
Saturday. 

The truth is, though, it was a game 
the Dons played well in and could 
have come away with the win had 
it not been for two costly turnovers, 
both of which resulted in big-play 
touchdowns for Freedom. A 99-yard 
fumble return and a 90-yard inter-
ception return ended up being too 
much for Amador.

“We should have won that game,” 
Amador coach Danny Jones said. 
“The kids played really well. Those 
two plays were a 28-point swing.”

The fact the game finally got played 
was a big thing as well. 

The Dons had been off since Oct. 
27, as the team drew a first-round bye 
the weekend of Nov. 2-3. From there, 
the smoke from the Camp Fire in 

Butte County postponed not only the 
game for three weeks but knocked 
out a chunk of practice time.

“You’ve been playing for 15 weeks, 
then don’t get to play — or practice 
— for a period of time and that does 
have an effect,” Jones said. “You can’t 
help but have your fundamentals suf-
fer when you can’t get on a field. But 
both sides had to deal with it. Obvi-
ously, it’s tough.”

How the team would react to all 
the downtime was an unknown, as 
this is a situation players and coaches 
have never had to deal with before.

“You have kids that live for football 
and players that are seniors that can’t 
wait to play,” Jones said. “But then 
there are other kids that play other 
sports that can’t wait for football to 
be over with. It’s four weeks without 
playing and you would think you 
might have some kids that would 
check out.”

That didn’t happen to the Dons.
“Our leadership was so good this 

year that the team held it together,” 
the coach said. “Our leaders kept the 
team together and motivated for four 
weeks.”

Regardless of the postseason loss, 
the Dons had a great season, going 
8-3. For Jones and his staff, it was a 
satisfying campaign.

“What a great group of seniors,” 
Jones said. “I am going to miss those 
guys. But we also have a motivated 
group coming back for next season, 
and there’s going to be a lot to look 
forward to.”

Amador cross-country

The Amador girls team brought 
home the Division I team title at 
the NCS Championships at Hayward 
High on Nov. 20.

It was the first NCS championship 
for Amador girls since 1990, and 
the team swept the top three spots 
with Hope Bergmark finishing in first 
place with a time of 17:45, Derica Su 
in second place and Ashley Baudin in 
third place.

They were followed by teammates 
Becky Lawrence, Surabhi Kumar, Ella 
McCarthy and Rachel Dentler. 

Then last Saturday, the Dons com-
peted in the California Interscholastic 
Federation (CIF) State Meet at Wood-
ward Park in Fresno. The team fin-
ished 16th, with Bergmark running 

13th (17:59.2), Bau-
din 61st (19:06) and 
Su 84th (19:21.1).

The Amador boys 
finished third in the 
Division I NCS meet, 
with Aidan Boyle, 
Jack Gray and Aidan 
McCarthy qualifying 
to compete at state.

At state, Boyle was 
34th (15:45.3), Gray 
was 44th (15:51.9) 
and McCarthy fin-
ished 53rd (15:57.2).

Foothill 
cross-country

Two runners 
from Foothill quali-
fied for the state 
meet with strong 
runs at the NCS 
Championships.

Russell Sullivan was third in his 
race with a time of 15:02 and Shrey 
Shah was seventh in 15:28. 

Also making strong showings 
were Arjun Subramanian and Prithu 
Kachare. On the varsity girls side, 
finishing almost in a tie were Sydney 
Cohen and Kate Battaglia, followed 
by Isabel Garcia-Flores, Kina Atkin-
Yamaguchi and Samantha Symons. 

In the state meet, Sullivan was 8th 
in the Division II race with a time of 
15:26.9, with Shah coming in 69th in 
16:14.18. 

Amador Basketball Classic

The Amador boys basketball pro-
gram will be hosting the 58th annual 

Amador Basketball Classic from Dec. 
6-8. 

The Dons will be competing 
against some of the top teams in 
Northern California, including St. 
Francis, Acalanes and De Anza. 

Come see some exciting high 
school basketball. Ticket prices are 
$8 for adults, $5 for children and 
seniors, and free for children under 6 
years old. 

Game times for Thursday and Fri-
day are at 3:30 p.m., 5 p.m., 6:30 
p.m. and 8 p.m. Amador opens play 
Thursday at 6:30 p.m. against De 
Anza. 

Saturday the games are at 1:30 
p.m., 3 p.m., 4:30 p.m., with the 
championship game at 6 p.m. 

4439 Stoneridge Drive, Suite 200, Pleasanton
925.462.BACK | www.ChiroSportsUSA.com
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Dons’ season comes to an end after 
smoke-delayed playoff game

Also: Amador girls win NCS cross-country championship
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MICHELLE BERGMARK 

The NCS champion Amador Valley girls cross-
country team. 
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Concerts 
VALLEY CONCERT CHORALE - 
CHRISTMAS TREASURES From 3 to 5 
p.m. on Dec. 9, at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 1225 Hopyard Road, 
the Christmas Treasures program 
includes Handel’s “Hallelujah 
Chorus” and “For Unto Us” from 
Messiah, Berlioz “The Shepherds’ 
Farewell”, Holst “Christmas 
Day” and Bach’s “Glory to the 
Lord” from Christmas Oratorio. 
brownpapertickets.com.

DECEMBER PEOPLE A Classic 
Rock Christmas at 8 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday, Dec. 7 and 8, in 
the  Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave. These musicians 
come together at the holidays to 
bring attention to and benefit local 
holiday food drives. Purchase tickets 
for $31 to $41 at firehousearts.org, 
931-4848, or at the Box Office. This 
show benefits hungry local families. 
Cash donations preferred due to the 
need to purchase perishables. 

REAL JAZZ WITH THE MICHAEL 
MARCUS QUARTET From 7 to 9 p.m. 
on Dec. 7, The Michael Marcus 
Quartet will be coming to Inklings, 
530 Main St., featuring Leon Joyce, 
Jr. on the drums and James Hall on 
the piano. 

HOLIDAY MAGIC The San Ramon 
Community Chorus and Dancers 
perform “Holiday Magic” at 
2 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 15 in 
the Front Row Theater, 17011 
Bollinger Canyon Rd., San 
Ramon. Free performance. Go to 
SanRamonPerformingArts.com for 
more information or call 973-3343. 

Festivals & Fairs 
ANNUAL HOLIDAY SIGHTS & SOUNDS 
PARADE AND TREE LIGHTING At 
6 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 1, in 

Downtown Livermore, join us for 
the Holiday Parade celebrating the 
sights and sounds of the season. 
Over 50 floats, including our local 
businesses, clubs, marching bands 
and more, followed by the Annual 
Tree Lighting. 

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE AT THE 
GALLERY The LAA Gallery is hosting 
a Holiday Open House from 11:30 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 
1 and from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
on Sunday, Dec. 2, at the Carnegie 
Bldg., 2155 Third St., Livermore. 
Special one of a kind gifts for 
your holiday shopping. Choose 
from mosaics, wood pens, jewelry, 
ceramics, glass, paintings quilling, 
felting, photography and note 
cards. livermoreartassociation.org.

Family 
FOOD PANTRY AT VALLEY BIBLE 
CHURCH The Food Pantry at Valley 
Bible Church, 7106 Johnson Dr. 
is open from 6:30 to 8 p.m. on 
Thursday evenings to serve anyone 
who needs food. No proof of 
residency is required, just come and 
get a couple of bags or more.  

CHARACTERZ KIDZ FAMILY GAME 
NIGHT This Family Fun Night is free 
for all ages at 6 p.m., on the first 
Friday of every month at Characterz 
Cafe, 5424 Sunol Blvd. Kids get a 
free hot cocoa or chocolate milk. 
Bring a game to share or play one 
of ours.  

Dance 
IMPRESSIONS OF THE NUTCRACKER 
The San Ramon Valley Dance 
Academy presents Impressions 
of The Nutcracker at 4 p.m. and 
7 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 8 and 
1 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. on Sunday 
Dec. 9 at the Dougherty Valley 

Performing Arts Center, 10550 
Albion Rd., San Ramon.  Go to 
SanRamonPerformingArts.com for 
tickets and more information or 
call 973-3343. 

Food & Drink 
HOLIDAY TEA & DESSERT Friends 
of the Pleasanton Senior Center, 
present a Holiday Tea and Dessert 
from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. on Dec. 6 
at the Pleasanton Senior Center, 
5353 Sunol Blvd. This festive event 
will include musical performances, 
a holiday sing-along, decadent 
desserts and holiday tea. Tickets 
are required and available at the 
Pleasanton Senior Center with 
a suggested donation of $2 per 
ticket. If you are not able to visit 
the Senior Center to secure a 
ticket, please call 931-5365 and 
accommodations will be made.

Support 
Groups 
AL-ANON AND ALATEEN Al-Anon 
and Alateen offer hope and 
strength for families and friends 
of problem drinkers. Contact 277-
7661 or help@AlanonTriValley.
org. Go to alanonTriValley.org. 
Pleasanton.  

NATIONAL ALLIANCE ON MENTAL 
ILLNESS (NAMI) TRI-VALLEY 
CONNECTION SUPPORT GROUP 
National Alliance on Mental Illness 
(NAMI) Tri-Valley Connection 
Support Group, meets from 7:15 
to 8:45 p.m. on Wednesdays, 
at St. Clare’s Episcopal Church, 
3350 Hopyard Road. and is for 
education and support for those 
experiencing a mental illness. Visit 
nami-trivalley.org. 

HEALTHFUL MEAL PLANNING FOR 
THE ELDERLY & CHRONICALLY ILL 
To help community members, 
Hope Hospice and Home Health 
presents, Healthful Meal Planning 
for the Elderly and Chronically 
Ill, from 9:45 a.m. to noon on 
Saturday, Dec. 8 at Hope Hospice, 
6377 Clark Ave., Suite 100, Dublin. 
Information will include identifying 
the obstacles to healthful eating; 

avoiding nutritional deficiencies 
and nutrition-related disorders; and 
practical tips and suggestions for 
preparing meals that are healthy, 
satisfying and easy. Register 
online at HopeHospice.com or 
contact Debbie Emerson at debe@
hopehospice.com.  

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE 
BLIND From 1 to 3 p.m., on the 
second Saturday of each month 
at Valley Memorial Hospital, 1111 
E. Stanley Blvd., Livermore, the 
Livermore Tri-Valley Chapter of the 
National Federation of the Blind 
meets for any visually impaired 
or blind person. Call Carl at 449-
9362. 

EAST BAY ESSENTIAL TREMOR 
SUPPORT GROUP From 10 a.m. to 
noon on the third Saturday of each 
month, at the Alcosta Senior & 
Community Center, 9300 Alcosta 
Blvd., San Ramon, learn more 
about this common movement 
disorder. For more information visit 
eastbayet.com, call 487-5706 or 
email eastbayet@comcast.net. 

LUPUS AND FIBROMYALGIA SUPPORT 
GROUP The group meets at 12 
p.m. on the third Saturday of each 
month, at the Weekes Library,  
217300 Patrick Ave., Hayward, 
(off Tennyson Road). Contact 
janetip510@yahoo.com. 

GRIEF SUPPORT MEETINGS The 
death of a loved one is a shattering 
experience. It leaves us in a 
state of shock, confusion, pain 

and sadness. We invite you to 
participate in our grief support 
meetings.  We will be meeting at 
7:30 p.m. at St. Elizabeth Seton, 
4001 Stoneridge Drive, on Dec. 13, 
Jan. 10 and 22, Feb. 12 and 28, 
March 14 and 28. There are two 
Tuesday evening meeting dates, Jan. 
22 and Feb. 12. Please call Eleanor 
at 846-8708 for more information. 
All are welcome regardless of 
religious affiliation. 

Sports 
THE PLEASANTON CHAMBER 
PRESENTS: A LUNCHEON WITH THE 
OAKLAND A’S From 11:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. on Dec. 11, at the 
Marriott Pleasanton, 11950 Dublin 
Canyon Road., enjoy a luncheon 
with the Oakland A’s, featuring 
Stephen Piscotty, Chris Giles 
and David Rinetti. Sponsorship 
Opportunity $1,000. Private VIP 
meet and greet reception with 
top executives of the A’s, photo 
opportunities with the World Series 
trophies and A’s mascot Stomper. 
Includes preferred table of 8 at 
the event and company logo on all 
promotional collateral. pleasanton.
org. $40 per person for lunch. 
pleasanton.org/events/details.

Seniors 
FINDING WELLNESS CLASSES FOR 
SENIORS Finding Wellness is a 7 
week fun and interactive series 
designed to promote healthy living 
and well being. Classes meet from 
1:30  to 3 p.m. at the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, 
3574 Vineyard Ave. Classes also 
include 20 minutes of gentle 
exercise. For age 60+. ssptv.org.

Volunteers 
BLOOD DRIVE AT THE MOSQUE Join 
us at 10:30 a.m. on Friday, Dec. 7, 
at the Pleasanton Mosque, 5724 
W. Las Positas Dr., for the eleventh 
blood drive to help address the 
national critical need for blood. 
Just 15 minutes can save three 
lives. Ages 16+ can donate. Register 
at redcrossblood.org/give. Every 
person who donates blood at 
MCC East Bay in 2018 will receive 
a voucher for either a free haircut 
at Super Haircut in San Ramon 
or a free oil change at Midas and 
SpeeDee Oil Change in Dublin.

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR COMMUNITY  POST CALENDAR ITEMS AT PLEASANTONWEEKLY.COMCalendar

New touch for 
‘Nutcracker’
Special guest artist Maxwell 
Simoes will perform as 
Snow King and as Cavalier 
in Valley Dance Theater’s 
“The Nutcracker,” which 
opens next weekend at the 
Bankhead Theater. Evening 
performances are at 7 p.m. 
Dec. 8, 14, 15 and 16; 
matinees are at 2 p.m. Dec. 
8, 9, 15 and 16. Tickets are 
$42 and $33; and $21 for 
students 18 and younger. 
Go to www.lvpac.org or 
the box office at 2400 First 
St. in Livermore; or call 
373-6800. To avoid online 
scams, buy tickets online 
only through this website.

KANNAN NATARAJAN

995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
Like Microblading 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 551537 
The following person doing business 
as: Like Microblading, 4326 Las Positas 
Rd., Livermore, CA 94551, County of 
Alameda, is hereby registered by the 
following owner: Keona Guillen, 4326 
Las Positas Rd., Livermore, CA 94551. 
This business is conducted by Keona 
Guillen an Individual. Registrant began 
transacting business under the fictitious 
business name listed herein June 12, 
2018. Signature of Registrant: Keona 
Guillen, owner. This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Alameda on 
Nov. 2, 2018. (Pleasanton Weekly, Nov. 9, 
16, 23 and 30, 2018).

FLOAT MUSIC 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 551755 
The following person(s) doing business 
as: 
Float Music, 7479 Ginger Court, 
Pleasanton, CA 94588, County of 
Alameda, is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s): Hamoon Goudarzi 

Nozari, 7479 Ginger Court, Pleasanton, 
CA 94588. This business is conducted by 
a General Partnership. Registrant has not 
yet begun to transact business under 
the fictitious business name(s) listed 
herein. Signature of registrant, Hamoon 
Goudarzi Nozari, General Partner. This 
statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on November 8, 2018 
(Pleasanton Weekly, November 23, 30, 
December 7, 14).

TRI-VALLEY FOOD & WINE 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 552302 
The following person(s) doing business 
as: Tri-Valley Food & Wine, 3577 Carlsbad 
Court, Pleasanton, CA 94588, County 
of Alameda, is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s): Sangeeta Myers, 
3577 Carlsbad Court, Pleasanton, CA 
94588 This business is conducted by an 
Individual. Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under the fictitious 
business name(s) listed herein. Signature 
of Registrant Sangeeta Myers, Owner. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on November 19, 
2018. (Pleasanton Weekly, November 30, 
December 7, 14, 21.)

Public Notices

Call (925) 600-0840 for assistance with  
your legal advertising needs.

Pretty Pippa
Hiya, Pippa here, a 3-year-old domestic 
short-hair. When it comes to relationships, 
I’m very level-headed. I don’t leap paws 
first, if you know what I mean. But give me 
a little time, and then I’ll shower you with 
purrs, head-butts, and plenty of lap time. 
By the way, I am also FIV-positive, which 
sounds scarier than it is. FIV+ cats can live 
healthy, normal lives, provided that their 
risk of secondary infection is kept minimal: they should be indoors only, 
be spayed/neutered (done and done) fed quality, balanced diet and see a 
vet regularly. Sounds pretty doable, yes? Meet me at the East Bay SPCA in 
Dublin at 4651 Gleason Drive. My adoption fee is waived.

EAST BAY SPCA

PET OF THE WEEK



Pleasanton Weekly • November 30, 2018 • Page 17

Real Estate OPEN HOME GUIDE AND REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

OPEN HOMES THIS WEEKEND
Discovery Bay
3 BEDROOMS

2523 Cherry Hills Drive $565,000
Sat 1-4: Dee Teigland 285.2459

Fremont
3 BEDROOMS

41497 Timber Creek Terrace $1,210,000
Sat/Sun 1-4  Fabulous Properties  980.0273/519.8226

Livermore
2 BEDROOMS

340 Church Street $725,000
Sun 1-4:00 Linda Futral 980.3561

3 BEDROOMS

2841 Hoya Commons $760,000
Sat/Sun 1-5 John Ledahl 989.4994
1393 Spring Valley Common $479,500
Sat/Sun 1-4 Jo Ann Luisi 583.1106 

4 BEDROOMS

6586 Green Hills Court $849,000
Sun 1-4 Miranda Mattos 336.7653
1042 Lomitas Ave. $999,950
Sat/Sun 1-4 Jo Ann Luisi 583.1106

5 BEDROOMS

126 Obsidian Way $1,260,000
Sun 1-4 Robin Young 510.757.5901

Pleasanton
2 BEDROOMS

5375 Black Ave., #4 $699,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Kris Moxley 519.9080

3 BEDROOMS

5702 San Carlos Way $1,385,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Janice Habluetzel 699.3122
234 Trenton Circle $899,950
Sat 11-4 Brian Gillman 895.5300

4 BEDROOMS

5562 Blackbird Dr. $1,199,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Julia Murtagh 997.2411
520 Bunker Lane $1,799,000
Sun 2-4 Douglas Buenz 785.7777
4954 Forest Hill Dr. $1,099,950
Sat/Sun 1-4 Joel Engel 580.5106

5 BEDROOMS

528 Bunker Lane $2,395,000
Sun 2-4 Douglas Buenz 785.7777
4774 Sutter Gate Ave. $1,649,000
Sat/Sun 2-4 Douglas Buenz 785.7777
7138 W. Woodbury Ct. $2,050,000
Sun 2-4 Douglas Buenz 785.7777

Find more open home listings at 
pleasantonweekly.com/real_estate

This week’s data represents homes sold during 
Oct. 16-26.

Pleasanton
4340 2nd Street Aec Eat LLC to T. & M. Carey 
$806,000

5931 Bryce Canyon Court Cristiano Trust to T. & 
M. Qazi $1,020,000

2211 Corte Melina S. & A. Bishop to K. & D. Lau 
$1,249,000

4723 Fair Street S. Chipman to R. Deherera 
$1,040,000

3040 Flora Court H. Miller to Wisner Family 
Trust $785,000

1051 Hancock Court L. & T. Demott to B. & R. 
Jha $1,600,000

7355 Hillsdale Drive N. & J. Persinger to J. & M. 
Reghupathy $1,240,000

3825 Kamp Drive T. & S. Patula to G. & L. Liu 
$1,050,000

198 Peters Avenue #A R. Klippenes to Shaw 
Family Trust $543,000

1898 Rosetree Court Rathjen 1003 Trust to C. & 
M. Millett $1,320,000

458 Sangro Court D. & K. Kalbarczyk to S. & S. 
Prasad $1,435,000

4214 School Street Spouses M S P S 2012 Trust 
to L. Simpson $860,500

4751 Sutter Gate Avenue Masucci Family Trust 
to P. & B. Griffin $1,180,000

6008 Tillman Court H. Liu to D. & Q. Yan 
$2,050,000

3088 Tonopah Circle A. & S. Instenes to V. 
Chaturvedi $760,000

3187 Weymouth Court R. Maggy to R. & D. 
Mills $1,150,000

Dublin
7678 Arbor Creek Circle L. Nashier to W. & S. 
Chen $712,000

8889 Bellina Commons J. & R. Chung to R. & H. 
Chandrasekharameno $775,000

7431 Brigadoon Way J. Fraser to H. Choi 
$610,000

7654 Cardigan Street A. Nejat to S. & D. Desai 
$870,000

8350 Davona Drive Rector J J & G M Trust to Hj 
Home Investments Inc $715,000

8531 Newry Place Hutzler-Byrd Trust to I. & A. 
Botero $860,000

6945 Prince Drive C. Tribby to S. & M. 
Wirchniansky $900,000

6953 Prince Drive J. Mckinley to C. Tribby 
$846,500

11619 Regio Court D. & D. Grant to S. Lee 
$1,012,500

4524 Sandyford Court Harris Andrea P Family 
Trust to N. & G. Orocay $690,000

6530 Sierra Lane John Sanders Institute LLC to 
W. Xu $820,000

11652 Silvergate Drive L. & R. Coleman to C. & 
B. Ito $900,000

3962 Windsor Way J. Kim to N. & M. Chen 
$882,500

Livermore
980 Acacia Way De Palma Family Trust to 
Abboud Family Trust $650,000

803 Cherokee Drive Minerva Family Trust to 
Schofield 2001 Family Trust $749,000

1288 De Paul Way L. Langendorff to K. & J. 
Hendricks $888,000

481 Egret Road D. & J. Phillips to J. & J. Wang 
$735,000

856 South G Street Moore Living Trust to D. 
Daly $898,000

889 Hazel Street Price Family Trust to S. & J. 
Forien $760,000

651 Hillcrest Avenue K. & T. Johnavitz to L. & P. 
Hillyard $626,000

887 Jefferson Avenue P. Swartz to J. & G. 
Johnson $875,000

2676 Lariat Court La Plant Family Trust to 
Hogan 2002 Family Trust $835,000

5347 Lenore Avenue L. Henriksen to S. Davis 
$600,000

2478 Merlot Lane Zeterberg 1987 Family Trust to 
Miller Heather K Living Trust $1,320,000

790 North N Street J. & G. Johnson to C. 
Patterson $585,000

432 Oriole Avenue L. & L. Baeder to F. Laxamana 
$755,000

1927 Paseo Laguna Seco #41 K. & N. Lehr to G. 
& S. Lopez $507,000

2342 Pendolino Lane P. Erickson to Williams 
Frank & Lisa F/Tr $1,675,000

6435 Pheasant Court Farley Family Living Trust 
to Hastings J & A L/Tr $925,000

3956 Purdue Way W. Close to R. & D. 
Gunderson $715,000

567 Regulus Road Baumgart Family Trust to Tey 
2007 Family Trust Of $1,750,000

674 Selby Lane #3 J. & D. Barker to Rhodes 
Family Trust $845,000

118 Selby Lane #7 L. Simms to N. & L. Singh 
$702,000

668 Stetson Court L. & S. Youk to O. & S. 
Belhumeur $825,000

1055 Via Granada M. & E. Castillo to Kirby 
Living Trust $705,000

San Ramon
301 Andora Lane Lucchini Paula R Trust to J. & 
A. Martin $952,000

2162 Arlington Way G. Kirsur to J. & X. Liu 
$1,086,000

5003 Barrenstar Way S. Jeong to S. & S. 
Gudigopuram $849,000

9825 Broadmoor Drive M. & L. Duggan to Mui 
L P L & Ab S W S M L/Tr $989,000

9758 Broadmoor Drive J. & J. Gray to N. & G. 
Gautam $900,000

2707 Canyon Creek Drive F. & J. Pho to S. & A. 
Nautiyal $1,050,000

5325 Canyon Crest Drive E. & W. Vaz to M. & K. 
Rajan $1,325,000

152 Canyon Green Place M. Weyland to E. 
Hood-Lockhart $870,000

11 Centennial Way R. & J. Victoriano to D. & B. 
Vijayan $1,100,000

108 Copper Ridge Road M. Mozahhabian to C. 
& L. Marquez $655,000

2662 Derby Drive Harris Family Trust to K. & C. 
Godkin $1,385,000

57 Dos Rios Court S. & A. Paz to R. & S. Ramani 
$1,250,000

61 Eagle Lake Lane #12 C. Detioff to L. & L. 
Tran $725,000

41 Eagle Lake Court #32 Hong Family Trust to 
Safinia Family Trust $949,000

178 Eastridge Drive S. & R. Abdel-Massih to P. & 
J. Guo $569,000

HOME SALES

Source: California REsource

SALES AT A GLANCE

Pleasanton (Oct. 16-26)
Total sales reported: 16

Lowest sale reported: $543,000

Highest sale reported: $2,050,000

Average sales reported: $1,130,000

Dublin (Oct. 16-26)
Total sales reported: 13

Lowest sale reported: $610,000

Highest sale reported: $1,012,500

Average sales reported: $814,000

Livermore (Oct. 16-26)
Total sales reported: 22

Lowest sale reported: $585,000

Highest sale reported: $1,750,000

Average sales reported: $860,227

San Ramon (Oct. 16-26)
Total sales reported: 32

Lowest sale reported: $569,000

Highest sale reported: $1,891,000

Average sales reported: $1,086,000

Source: California REsource

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more  
of a variety of different sources. Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel Realtors®.   

If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.

JO ANN LUISI
License # 01399250

925.321.6104
jluisi@apr.com 
jluisi.apr.com

LIVERMORE $999,950

1042 Lomitas Avenue
4 bedrooms

2.5 bathrooms
OPEN SAT & SUN 1:00-4:00

LIVERMORE $479,500

1393 Spring Valley Common
3 bedrooms
1 bathroom

OPEN SAT & SUN 1:00-4:00

JO ANN LUISI

SENIOR REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST©
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See these homes at 680Homes.com

Doug Buenz | 680 Homes Group

(925) 621-0680 

520 Bunker Lane
4 BR, 3.5 BTH luxury home in Castlewood on 

premium 2/3 Acre lot with beautiful views!
Offered at $1,799,000

OPEN SUNDAY 2-4

7138 W. Woodbury Court
Upgraded one story Pheasant Ridge home with

5 BR, 4 BTH in premium cul-de-sac location
Offered at $2,050,000

OPEN SUNDAY 2-4

6350 Alisal Street
2800 sq ft one story on FLAT 1.5 Acre lot with 

detached bonus rm, huge shop area, and more!
Offered at $1,699,000

1.5 FLAT ACRES

528 Bunker Lane
Spectacular home with 5 BR, 5.5 BTHs on a 
1 acre lot with pool, outdoor kit & fireplace!

Offered at $2,395,000

OPEN SUNDAY 2-4

4774 Sutter Gate Avenue
Modern 5 BR, 3 BTH home newly remodeled
and expanded with designer finishes & pool

Offered at $1,649,000

OPEN SAT & SUN

Bringing You Home™

DDoouugg BBuueennzz || 668800 Homes GGrroouupp
™

BRE #00843458

680Homes.com
387 Mullin Court

Gorgeous home featuring 5 BR + Loft, 4.5 BTHs,  
3 car garage, and huge .28 Acre cul-de-sac lot

Offered at $1,799,000

LARGE LOT

Go to 680Homes.com/blog to read the rest of this article

It happens every year. The holidays. And every year we REALTORS get the 
same question: Are the holidays a good time to sell my home? For the record, 
I think the holidays can be of the best times to sell your home. Here are some 
of the reasons that the holiday season can be an excellent time to sell your 
home:

1. Strong activity. Most people believe that the real estate market dies in 
October, and does not come out of hibernation until May or June. But this is 
just not true. In fact, it is typical for home sales to be fairly evenly distributed 
throughout the year, with a slight surge in the 2nd and 3rd quarters, and a 
slower 1st and 4th quarter.

2. Less competition. Because many sellers believe the market will be slow, 
and decide to wait till the new year to sell, there is usually less competition 
during the last quarter. Fewer homes for sale means fewer choices for buyers, 
many of whom are motivated.

3. Buyers are motivated. Let’s face it. Most people want to be eating turkey, 
drinking egg nog (and other things) and singing holiday songs during the ... 

Are the Holidays a Good Time  
to Sell Your Home?

Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, 
or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

A Team That Speaks 
Your Language

40+ Years of Experience

600+ Properties Listed & Sold

$650M+ In Closed Transactions

100+ Homes Sold in Ruby Hill

$58M+ Year to Date

N
ew

 P
ri

ce

Uwe Maercz
Broker Associate 
925.360.8758
uwe.maercz@compass.com
DRE 01390383

Sonali Sethna
Broker Associate 
925.525.2569
sonali.sethna@compass.com
DRE 01194792

C
om

in
g 

So
on

3 Bed   2 Bath   2,065 Sq Ft   0.15 Ac   $1,288,8885 Bed   4.5 Bath   4,791 Sq Ft   0.34 Ac   Call for Pricing

Open House 
Sunday 11/2, 1pm-4pm
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900 Main Street 
Pleasanton, CA 94566

LICENSED SINCE 1980

925-519-9080
MoxleyRealEstate.com

DRE# 00790463

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has not been verified by Alain Pinel Realtors. Buyers should conduct their own investigation.

Client Testimony:

"Kris was absolutely phenomenal in helping us find and secure our home. We thought 
we knew a lot about Pleasanton but she taught us so much more than we knew! I do 
not think we would have been able to negotiate for and secure our home without Kris. 
Highly recommend!" — Matt & Alison  

PENDING - RECEIVED 15 OFFERS

• 4 Bedrooms/2 Baths 
• 1,701 +/- sq.ft.   • 6,500 +/- sq.ft. Lot

Offered at $835,000

3233 MONMOUTH CT, PLEASANTON

Updated 2 bed/2 bath end unit condo in the heart of Pleasanton. 1 bedroom & full bath are present 
on the main level. Updated kitchen features granite counters, stainless steel Kenmore appliances, 
shaker cabinets, recessed lighting, breakfast bar and eat-in dining area. The spacious master suite 
offers a skylight, updated bath, dual closets & retreat/office area. Vaulted ceilings, 
lots of natural light, indoor laundry.

A detached 1-car garage and a carport along with a private gated entry patio are additional features 
of this home. Enjoy the sought after location near award-winning schools and the downtown area.

OPEN HOUSE: SAT & SUN 1-4pm

Just Reduced to $699,000

SOLD

• 5 Bedrooms/2.5 Baths
• 2,372 +/- sq.ft.   • 7,360 +/- sq.ft. Lot

Sold for $1,320,000

2229 CAMINO BRAZOS, PLEASANTON

SOLD

• 4 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths
• 2,286 +/- sq.ft.   • 7,000 +/- sq.ft. Lot

Sold for $1,390,000

4118 ALVARADO ST, PLEASANTON

SOLD

• 6 Bedrooms/3 Baths
• 2,560 +/- sq.ft.   • 10,732 +/- sq.ft. Lot

Sold for $1,385,000

4834 PIPIT COURT, PLEASANTON

5375 BLACK AVE #4, PLEASANTON

Best P
riced Condo  

in Pleasanton

AVAILABLE
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327 W Broadmoor Blvd. | 2bd/1ba 
Julie Lauer | 925.963.2842 

DRE # 01418971 
Updated top to bottom, walk to BART, 
downtown, & shopping. Call for details 

SAN LEANDRO 
7710 Canyon Meadow Circle | 2bd/2ba 

Denise Ivaldi | 510.325.7997 
DRE # 00606070 

Spectacular lower level condo in one of 
Pleasanton s most sought over complexes! 

PLEASANTON  $619,000 
620 Canyon Woods Ct, Unit B | 2bd/2ba 

Sandy Parkins | 925.336.0216 
DRE # 01347465 

Beautifully Updated  
Canyon Woods Condo 

SAN RAMON  $630,000 

17856 Almond Road | 3bd/2.5ba 
Denise Ivaldi | 510.325.7997 

DRE # 00606070 
Custom Built Home-3 years young 

Represented Buyers 

CASTRO VALLEY  $1,100,000 
2363 Sitka Street | 3bd/1ba 
Tina Hand | 510.862.7000 

DRE # 01885784 
Updated Bathroom & New Kitchen 

This is the house you ve been looking for! 

SAN LEANDRO  $659,950 
1214 N P Street | 4bd/2ba 

Julie Bekerman | 510.828.1544 
DRE # 01851448 

Beautiful Home, Fully Remodeled, 
Landscaped Yards & Man Cave 

LIVERMORE  $719,888 

7201 Rosita Court | 2bd/2ba 
Leslie Estrada | 408.896.5551 

DRE # 01860518 
Location-Location-Location 

This is a must see! 

DUBLIN  $884,000 
2655 Watson Street | 2bd/1ba 
Mary Furnace | 925.202.4505 

DRE # 01961460 
Cute Bungalow close to BART 

Sold Over List Price 

CASTRO VALLEY  $580,000 
2 Meritage Common | 2bd/2ba 
Jonalyn Visenio | 925.323.7438 

DRE # 01401355 
Beautiful home located in the most  

desired Vineyard Terrace neighborhood 

LIVERMORE  $538,000 

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE SINCE 1971 

Equal Housing Lender. This is not a commitment to lend or extend credit.  Restrictions may apply. Rates may not be available at 
time of application. Information and/or data are subject to change without notice. All loans are subject to credit approval. Not all 
loans or products are available in all states. Bay Equity LLC, 28 Liberty Ship Way Suite 2800, Sausalito, CA  94965. NMLS ID#76988. 
Licensed by the Department od Business Oversight under the California Residential Mortgage Lending Act-#4150077. 

NMLS #1515374   370 Diablo Road Suite 105, Danville, CA  94526 

PLEASANTON 
 

4637 Chabot Dr. #115 
Pleasanton, Ca 94588 

(925)621-1200 

608 Main St, Suite G 
Pleasanton, Ca 94566 

(925)621-1201 

Other Locations to 
serve your needs: 

 
DANVILLE

LIVERMORE 
FREMONT 

CUPERTINO 
 

LegacyREA.com 
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Get in touch
JULIAMURTAGH.COM

(925)  997-2411

JMURTAGH@APR.COM

DRE#0175154

1 0 2 2  D E E R  C R E E K  C T
P L E A S A N TO N

Contemporary home in South Pleasanton 

with modern upgrades. 5 bedrooms and 

4 baths with 3722 sq.ft. of well-designed 

space for indoor/outdoor California living. 

Outdoor kitchen including pergola, sink, 

refrigerator, power outlets, Lynx Infrared 

Barbeque and elevated bar seating. Located 

on a quiet cul-de-sac, walk to award winning 

schools, parks and walking trails.

Listed for $1,749,000
Pending with 3 offers

5 5 6 2  B L AC K B I R D  D R .
P L E A S A N TO N

Located in Central Pleasanton in the 

“Birdland” neighborhood, this charming 

home features 4 Bedrooms/2.5 Bathrooms 

with 2100+/- Sq.Ft. of living space.  The 

“Miramar Model” is a favorite floor plan with 

a large Living Room, separate Dining Room, 

and a nice size Kitchen/Family Room 

combo.  Enjoy a nice Backyard with large 

pool for summer time fun.  Walk to award 

winning schools, shops, restaurants, and the 

Pleasanton Sports Park.

Listed for $1,199,000
Open this Sat. and Sun. 1-4pm



Page 22 • November 30, 2018 • Pleasanton Weekly

Sr. Home Lending Advisor Cpc

NMLS ID: 814769

Luxury Living & Real Estate Specialists in the East Bay

PLEASANTON  LIVERMORE  DUBLIN  SAN RAMON 
DANVILLE  BLACKHAWK  ALAMO  WALNUT CREEK

DeAnna 925.260.2220
DeAnna@ArmarioHomes.com

DRE#01363180

ArmarioVenemaHomes.com

Liz 925.413.6544
Liz@VenemaHomes.com

DRE#01922957

ArmarioVenemaHomes.com

DeAnna Armario
Team Leader/Realtor

Liz Venema
Team Leader/Realtor

Michelle Kroger 
Client Services

Amanda Davlin
Transaction Coordinator 

Team Assistant

Kevin Johnson 
Realtor

Lisa Desmond
Realtor

Kim Hunt
Team Manager/Realtor

Are You Pre-Approved To Purchase One Of These Stunning Homes?

In this competitive and shifting market, you need a Main Street real estate team and Lender  
to make your home ownership dreams a reality. Our top producing team and lending partner,  

 

TRUST — IT STARTS WITH
PERSONALIZED  

ATTENTION
Earning your trust is important to me. As your Home 
Lending Advisor, I’ll do this by reviewing your loan 
options and helping you choose the mortgage that’s 
right for you. You can depend on me to answer your 
questions and follow up right away.
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Luxury Living & Real Estate Specialists in the East Bay

PLEASANTON  LIVERMORE  DUBLIN  SAN RAMON 
DANVILLE  BLACKHAWK  ALAMO  WALNUT CREEK

DeAnna 925.260.2220
DeAnna@ArmarioHomes.com

DRE#01363180

ArmarioVenemaHomes.com

Liz 925.413.6544
Liz@VenemaHomes.com

DRE#01922957

ArmarioVenemaHomes.com

SOLD

3839 Antonini Way, Ruby Hill
5BR, 5.5BA, 5877+/- Sq. Ft. ~ $2,740,000

SOLD

2508 Wilde Avenue, Pleasanton
5BR, 3.5BA, 3525+/- Sq. Ft.

$2,255,000

SOLD ~ MULTIPLE OFFERS ~ 10 DAY CLOSING

2842 W. Ruby Hill Drive, Ruby Hill
4BR, 4.5BA, 6905+/- Sq. Ft. ~ $2,775,000

SOLD

480 Montori Court, Ruby Hill
4BR, 3BA, 2680+/- Sq.Ft.

$1,569,000

SOLD

1121 Navalle Court, Pleasanton
4BR, 3BA 2662+/- Sq. Ft.

$1,299,000

PENDING

2245 Doccia Court, Ruby Hill
4BR, 3BA, 3252+/- Sq. Ft.

$1,800,000

SOLD

1517 Whispering Oaks Way, Pleasanton
4BR, 3.5BA, 3168 +/- Sq. Ft. w/ Guest House

$1,353,858

Kim Hunt
Team Manager/Realtor

Lisa Desmond
Realtor

DeAnna Armario
Team Leader/Realtor

Liz Venema
Team Leader/Realtor

Amanda Davlin
Transaction Coordinator 

Team Assistant

Kevin Johnson 
Realtor

Michelle Kroger 
Client Services

Home For The Holidays!

Kick Off the Holiday Season with Our Team at the 
Hometown Holiday Parade and Tree Lighting on 

Saturday, December 1st.
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THE ADDRESS IS PLEASANTON

THE EXPERIENCE IS A�IN PINEL

PLEASANTON  |  $1,385,000

5702 San Carlos Way  |  3bd/2ba
J. Habluetezel/L. Faught

License # 01385523  |  #0127778
Open SAT & SUN 1:00-4:00

LIVERMORE   $1,260,000 

126 Obsidian Way  |  5bd/3ba 
Robin Young  |  510.757.5901

License # 01162115
OPEN SUNDAY 1:00-4:00

SAN JOSE   $1,089,000 

671 Fuller Avenue  |  2bd/2ba 
Jessica Johnson  |  408.455.1697

License # 01723385
OPEN SAT & SUN 1:00-4:00

LIVERMORE   $999,950 

1042 Lomitas Avenue  |  4bd/2.5ba 
Jo Ann Luisi  |  925.583.1106

License # 01399250
OPEN SAT & SUN 1:00-4:00

HAYWARD   $949,950 

3811 Oakes Drive  |  5bd/3ba 
Jo Ann Luisi  |  925.583.1106

License # 01399250
OPEN SAT 12:00-3:00 & SUN 1:00-4:00

PLEASANTON   $929,000 

1501 Purisima Terrace  |  4bd/3.5ba 
Tim McGuire  |  925.462.7653

License # 01349446
BY APPOINTMENT

DISCOVERY BAY   $585,000 

6992 New Melones Circle  |  3bd/3ba 
Janna Chestnut  |  925.876.6105

License # 01875289
BY APPOINTMENT

DISCOVERY BAY   $565,000 

2523 Cherry Hills Drive  |  3bd/3ba 
Dee Teigland  |  925.285.2459

License # 01955926
OPEN SATURDAY 1:00-4:00

LIVERMORE   $479,500 

1393 Spring Valley Common  |  3bd/1ba 
Jo Ann Luisi  |  925.583.1106

License # 01399250
OPEN SAT & SUN 1:00-4:00

LIVERMORE   $849,000 

6586 Green Hills Court  |  4bd/3ba 
Miranda Mattos  |  925.336.7653

License # 01260301 
OPEN SUNDAY 1:00-4:00 

LIVERMORE   $760,000 

2841 Hoya Commons  |  3bd/3ba 
John Ledahl  |  925.989.4994

License # 01419146
OPEN SAT & SUN 1:00-5:00

LIVERMORE   $725,000 

340 Church Street  |  2bd/2ba 
Linda Futral  |  925.980.3561

License # 01257605
OPEN SUNDAY 1:00-4:00

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources.
Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel Realtors®.  If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.

APR.COM
Over 30 Real Estate Offices Serving The Bay Area  
Including Pleasanton 925.251.1111


