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Two Locations to serve you:
1807 Santa Rita Rd, Pleasanton

Phone (925) 846-0660
652 Main Street, Pleasanton

Phone (925) 846-0727
www.truevalue.com/pleasanton

Ask Us About: 
Rescreening Or New Window 
Screens, Sharpening Knives,  
Scissors, Chainsaws, Mower 

Blades and Many  
Garden Tools. 

2015

$6999
Chip Car Key

(Some Restrictions 
Apply)

We Now 
Sell Dog 
Food

Italian Style  
Spaghetti & Ravioli

Lunches • Dinners • Beers on Tap • Orders to Go

— Open 7 Days —

288 Main Street • 846-2520
www.gayninetiespizza.com

Early Dinner Special
(Served from 4-6 daily)

Any Large Two-Topping Pizza and a Pitcher of Soda  
for only $25.00 (plus Tax)

Additional Toppings Available • Dine-In Only

200920102011

2012201320142015PLEASANTON
WEEKLY

HALL OF FAME

NY PIZZA & PASTA
PLEASANTON  4001-5 Santa Rita Road

OPEN 7 DAYS  DELIVERING 10AM - LATE NIGHT

ORDER ONLINE: WWW.NYPIZZAANDPASTATV.COM

KABOBS  SALADS  CALZONES

LATA E NIGH

Now 
serving 
kabobs!Our 

Pizza 
Slices 

are 
Huge!

Large 16" pizza  
with 1-topping

NY Pizza & Pasta  4001-5 Santa Rita Road  Pleasanton
463-0280

$10
 Must use coupon. Cannot be  

Minimum order for delivery is $15. Expires 9/6/18.

463-0280  In Rose Pavilion Shopping Center
www.nypizzaandpastatv.com

PIZZA  RIBS  PASTA  LASAGNA  SANDWICHES

To have your business included on this page call Karen Klein  
at (925) 600-0840 x122 or email kklein@pleasantonweekly.com

Let’s Eat

DOWNTOWN
ASSOC I A T I O N
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When retiring Pleasanton 
Chamber of Commerce 
CEO Scott Raty reflects 

on his most recent tenure here, he 
quickly points to the community vi-
sion that the chamber has developed.

Chamber leaders and stakeholders 
put together the first vision for Pleas-
anton in 2008 after Raty returned to 
the helm following a stint leading 
the Hayward chamber. There, he 
was exposed to the vision process 
that the Modesto chamber utilized, 
and he copied it for Hayward.

Upon returning to Pleasanton, he 
convened chamber leaders to start 
the process. He pointed out the 
Pleasanton that exists today did not 
happen by accident — it was careful 
planning over many years.

The vision establishes measurable 
objectives across a variety of com-
munity attributes such as the econo-
my, public safety, infrastructure and 
education. What’s refreshing about 
the process is it doesn’t involve 
bringing in expensive consultants. 
Instead, teams of chamber members 
interview the local experts in each 
area such as the city manager, the 
school superintendent, the police 
and fire chiefs, and leaders in the 
arts, health care and human services.

Through those interviews, the 
measurable goals were developed 
and became the roadmap in 2008 
for chamber policy advocacy. The 
process was transparent with copies 
published and available to anyone. 
Those goals also served as the evalu-
ation grid that the chamber’s politi-
cal action committee (the BACPAC) 
used to consider whether to endorse 
and actively support candidates.

“The chamber’s niche is to be a 
catalyst and convener around all 
areas of community excellence,” 
Raty said.

The introduction of Vision 2020 
points out why the chamber cares 
and why the community should care 
— business produces more than 
60% of the local taxes in a com-
munity that is widely recognized as 
an excellent place to live, work and 
raise a family. The 2008 plan, “Vi-
sion 2015,” included 45 measurable 
objectives. When it came time to up-
date it, 37 of the 45 objectives were 
either fully or partially achieved — 
eight showed no progress.

That’s a pretty good batting 
average.

With that vision, Raty and other 
business leaders set out to convince 
a majority of the Pleasanton City 
Council that every vote was not 
required to be 5-0. That view was 

the prevailing view and resulted in 
Councilman Matt Sullivan effectively 
exercising a veto over any action.
 Once Mayor Jennifer Hosterman 
and council members Cheryl Cook-
Kallio and Jerry Thorne agreed that 
it was OK to move important issues 
forward on 3-2 votes, that opened 
the door to critical improvements 
such as connecting Stoneridge Drive 
in east Pleasanton with Jack London 
Boulevard.  

To keep issues on the table, the 
chamber holds monthly 2020 Fo-
rums to bring together diverse inter-
ests and stakeholders to understand 
issues and decide how to move 
forward.

The objectives can be big and can 
be relatively obscure such as updat-
ing the city zoning code (Part 1 done, 
Part 2 underway). Others are major 
such as the Downtown Specific Plan 
that is underway and the completion 
of the Fairgrounds Master Plan.  

The Vision 2020 report also in-
cludes 13 measures to gauge the 
local economy — all are back or 
above the pre-recession levels.

When it comes to infrastructure, 
there are primarily regional issues 
such as Highway 84, interstates 580 
and 680, and BART to Livermore. 
It does list local infrastructure such 
as the long overdue second bridge 
at Bernal Avenue at the Arroyo de la 
Laguna to eliminate that bottleneck.

In the areas of arts, culture and 
recreation, it calls out the completed 
improvement at the dog park and 
Wayside and Delucci parks as well 
as the improvements to the Pioneer 
Cemetery. Still lacking are the com-
prehensive east side plan as it relates 
to housing, infrastructure and trails.

Concerning education, it identi-
fies that Pleasanton students con-
tinue to achieve a ranking high na-
tionally and statewide. That requires 
qualified educators and embedded 
ongoing professional training. It also 
calls for increased collaboration be-
tween the school district and Las 
Positas College, as well as local 
industry requirements and cutting 
edge STEAM education.

Key measurables in public safety 
measure Pleasanton remaining on 
the list of the safest cities of its size 
with public emergency response at 
four minutes or less and non-emer-
gency response at 20 minutes. 

One of the highlights for the Vi-
sion 2020 was when City Manager 
Nelson Fialho directed his staff 
to include some of those measur-
ables in the City Council’s two-year 
work plan. 

TIM TALK
BY TIM HUNT

About the Cover
Enjoying Meadowlark Dairy ice cream cones on a hot summer day last week 
are Sophie Call, Charlie Fosson, Ellie Call and Indy Call. Photo by Erika Alvero. 
Cover design by Paul Llewellyn. Vol. XIX, Number 28

A community vision

Gina Piper

Better Homes & Gardens Tri-Valley Realty   /   BRE#: 01201349

www.PleasantonRealEstate.com
925.200.0202

 207 Heligan Lane #8
2 Bed/2.5 Bath, 1,505 Sq Ft

Livermore Beauty

 3294 Vermont Place, Pleasanton
4 Bed/2.5 Bath, 2,196 Sq Ft

Both homes will be open
Saturday and Sunday from 1-4 PM.

Come by and see us!

My Open Homes This Weekend

CA Place

Hooked on a Feeling
Raindrops Keep Falling on my Head

I’m So Lonesome I Could Cry
... and more!

2400 First Street, Livermore  www.LVPAC.org 925.373.6800

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

Priem Family Foundation, Jean King,

Lynn and Joan Seppala, The Watkins Family, 

Kaiser Permanente, Fremont Bank, 

Beets Hospitality Group,

Livermore-Amador Symphony, 

Visit Tri-Valley, The Pleasanton Weekly,  

Catering by Wente Vineyards,

Lance Cavalieri Jewelers,  

Diablo Magazine, The Independent, 

Hacienda Business Owners Association
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Streetwise
ASKED AROUND TOWN

Do you consider yourself a Type A personality 
(competitive, highly organized, ambitious), 
a Type B personality (more relaxed and not 
easily angered), or something else entirely? 

Ash Patel  Physician  

I’m neither. I’m a Type A+ personality. I 
always strive to do my absolute best at 
whatever I’m doing. I also want to do 
it better than everyone else. I was born 
this way. My approach to everything I do 
is to go above and beyond what people 
expect of me, and also what I expect of 
myself. It is sometimes exhausting, but 
very gratifying as well.

Sunil Hariani
Managing director/general counsel

When I care about something and it 
really matters to me, I am incredibly 
intense — a total A+ personality. On 
the other hand, if something is not that 
important to me, I’m much more of a 
chill, relaxed Type B.

Ellie Stein 
Retired 

When I was younger, I would probably 
be considered Type A. But now that I’m 
getting on in years, I think I’m a Type 
B- because aside from my children and 
grandchildren, there’s just not a lot 
that matters to me anymore. With most 
things, I’m just like, “Yeah, OK, what-
ever.”

Debra Lambert  Public relations 

I’d have to say I’m a Type A because 
I’m very focused and particular and like 
to do things a certain way. However, 
because I manage a team of other peo-
ple, I often have to dial things down or 
back a bit. It’s not natural for me, but 
I’m able and willing to do that in order 
to keep people comfortable and happy. 
That’s what’s most important.

Kim Lambert 
Retired/consultant

I’d have to say I’m a Type B+ because 
I’m Type A while I’m working, but in my 
personal life I am much more relaxed 
and never sweat the small stuff.

Have a Streetwise question? Email editor@PleasantonWeekly.com

The Pleasanton Weekly is published every Friday by Embarcadero Media, 5506 Sunol Blvd., 
Suite 100, Pleasanton, CA 94566; (925) 600-0840. Mailed at Periodicals Postage Rate,  
USPS 020407. The Weekly is mailed upon request to homes and apartments in Pleasanton. 
Print subscriptions for businesses or residents of other communities are $60 per year or $100 
for two years. Go to PleasantonWeekly.com to sign up and for more information.  
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Pleasanton Weekly,  
5506 Sunol Blvd., Suite 100, Pleasanton, CA 94566. ©2018 by Embarcadero Media.  
All rights reserved. Reproduction without permission is strictly prohibited.

—Compiled by Nancy Lewis and Jenny Lyness

The annual award program recognizing local unsung heroes

Arts & Culture

Community Spirit

Courage

Environmental Stewardship

Seeking nominations for the following categories:

For more information and to fill out the nomination form, visit PleasantonWeekly.com

Innovation

Rising Star

Role Model

Lifetime Achievement

Nominate 2018 Tri-Valley Heroes

Help Us Clear the Shelters on 8/18 
Donate today to sponsor a pet’s adoption fee

Donate today at eastbayspca.org/ctssponsor

Clear the Shelters is a nationwide pet adoption campaign 
that matches homeless pets with loving new homes. On 

August 18, the East Bay SPCA, along with animal shelters 
and rescues across the country, will offer reduced or waived 
pet adoption fees to help families find and adopt a new pet.   
 Your gift of $100 or more will cover the cost of 
one pet’s adoption fee during this year’s event. 
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Newsfront
Commission applicants
 The city of Pleasanton is seek-
ing resident volunteers interested 
in serving on a city commission 
or committee starting later this 
summer.
 Recruitment is underway for 
available positions on the Human 
Services Commission (regular 
member), Library Commission 
(youth and regular), Youth Com-
mission (middle school), Com-
mittee on Energy and the Envi-
ronment (youth), and Economic 
Vitality Committee (commercial 
real estate broker, commercial real 
estate developer, financial services 
and medical service).
 Applicants for regular and 
youth positions must reside in 
Pleasanton. Applications are 
being accepted through Aug. 
17, with interviews to follow the 
week of Aug. 27 ahead of a poten-
tial September appointment.
 For more information, visit 
cityofpleasantonca.gov or call the 
City Clerk’s Office at 931-5027.

Executive retiring
 Steve Heminger announced 
last week that he will soon retire 
as executive director of the Met-
ropolitan Transportation Com-
mission (MTC) and the Asso-
ciation of Bay Area Governments 
(ABAG).
 The 58-year-old Heminger told 
the MTC-ABAG’s Executive Com-
mittee that he would leave of-
fice on Feb. 28. A seven-member 
subcommittee is now working to 
recruit Heminger’s successor.
 Heminger, who first joined 
MTC staff in 1993 as a legisla-
tion and public affairs manager, 
became deputy executive director 
in 1999 before being promoted 
to the top spot in 2001. He took 
on the role of ABAG executive 
director when the two regional 
agencies merged in July 2017.
 MTC is the transportation 
planning, funding and coordinat-
ing agency for the nine-county 
Bay Area. ABAG is the regional 
planning agency for the Bay Area’s 
nine counties and 101 cities and 
towns. 

Black & White Party
 Local nonprofit Open Heart 
Kitchen is holding its annual fun-
draiser Aug. 17 at the Palm Event 
Center in Pleasanton, with this 
year’s theme as Black & White 
Party. 
 Attendees can enjoy a sangria 
greeting and scrumptious dinner 
paired with fine wine, all while 
dancing to live music, bidding on 
silent and live auction items, and 
mingling with fellow Open Heart 
Kitchen supporters. Tuxedos and 
ballgowns are not required; just a 
favorite black and white outfit.
 All proceeds go directly toward 
Open Heart Kitchen’s programs to 
combat hunger in the Tri-Valley. 
 To learn more, visit www.open-
heartkitchen.org. 

DIGEST

BY JEREMY WALSH

The Pleasanton City Council 
is set to consider cancel-
ing its decision from last 

year to approve the Johnson Drive 
Economic Development Zone in 
favor of more environmental and 
public review of the project, a 
move that would also indefinitely 
delay the new Costco store and 
hotels proposed to move into the 
JDEDZ area. 
 The plan to revisit the JDEDZ 
aims to address questions raised in 
the lawsuit that challenged the city’s 
regulatory framework that paved the 

way for Costco, two hotels and other 
retailers to move onto rezoned land 
near the I-580/I-680 interchange.
 “Given the inherent delay associ-
ated with litigation involving the 
California Environmental Quality 
Act, the city has agreed to set aside 
the approvals so that supplemen-
tal environmental review can take 
place,” city attorney Dan Sodergren 
said Monday. 
 “Although this project has al-
ready been subject to extensive 
environmental review, the city be-
lieves that this is the most effective 
way to provide the public and 

public officials with information 
and allow for reconsideration of the 
project,” Sodergren added. “Cost-
co is in support of this approach 
and is a signatory to the (court) 
stipulation.”
 Former City Councilman Matt 
Sullivan, spokesman for the Pleas-
anton Citizens for Responsible 
Growth group that sued the city 
last December after the council 
certified the environmental impact 
report (EIR) for the JDEDZ project, 
said the resident coalition supports 
the city’s plan for more analysis.
 “The city is doing the right thing 

by rescinding the JDEDZ approv-
als, reopening the supplemental 
environmental impact report and 
fully exploring the environmen-
tal impacts of this project on the 
community. We look forward to 
reviewing the revised environmen-
tal study when it is complete,” Sul-
livan said Tuesday.  
 The lawsuit argues the EIR was 
an inadequate analysis that failed 
to mitigate all significant impacts 
of the project, including but not 
limited, to impacts on air quality, 

City plans to rescind JDEDZ approvals, 
putting Costco on hold

Council would revisit project following supplemental environmental analysis

Election 
candidates 

emerge
Three eye council 

seats; mayor, PUSD 
incumbents file too 

BY JEREMY WALSH  
AND ERIKA ALVERO

 The November elections are 
starting to take shape as candi-
dates have begun to emerge for 
local Pleasanton seats, with the 
initial filing deadline approaching 
next week.
 For Pleasan-
ton City Coun-
cil, incumbent 
Councilwoman 
Kathy Narum 
and challeng-
ers Joe Streng 
and Julie Testa 
have all taken 
out nomination 
papers and plan 
to submit their 
completed pa-
perwork to the 
city clerk in the 
days ahead.
 Meanwh i l e , 
P l e a s a n t o n 
Mayor Jerry 
Thorne has al-
ready filed his candidacy paper-
work and is the only person to 
publicly declare their intent to 
run for the mayoral post. 
 The same is the case for Pleas-
anton Unified School District’s 
Board of Trustees, where only in-
cumbents Joan Laursen and Mark 
Miller have entered the race so far.  

BY JEREMY WALSH

 Local leaders looking to help 
alleviate residents’ daunting com-
mute through the Tri-Valley are 
eyeing a new public transit op-
tion for the years ahead: a light 
rail system that links the bur-
geoning northern San Joaquin 
Valley over the Altamont Pass to 
BART in Pleasanton.
 The board of directors of 
the new joint powers authority 
charged with connecting BART 
to ACE Train voted unanimously 
last week to select its preferred 
project alternative, a “multiple 
unit” light rail service between 
the Dublin-Pleasanton BART sta-
tion and the North Lathrop ACE 

station, featuring two initial stops 
in Livermore and in key cities on 
the other side of the hill. 
 The decision sets the stage 
for a feasibility study and an 
environmental review due to be 
completed by next spring, with 
the goal of having new “Valley 
Link” trains in service as early as 
2024.
 Alameda County Supervisor 
Scott Haggerty, who chairs the 
Tri-Valley/San Joaquin Valley 
Regional Rail Authority board, 
called the July 25 decision “a 
very important milestone that 
will keep us on a trajectory to-
ward groundbreaking.”
 “I want to thank each and 

every member of our author-
ity board and their staffs for 
their commitment to delivering a 
project that is fast, cost-effective 
and responsive to the goals and 
objectives of the communities 
it will serve,” added Haggerty, 
whose supervisorial district in-
cludes Livermore and Dublin.
 Born from the BART Board of 
Directors’ efforts — or lack there-
of — to extend BART service 
to Livermore, the regional rail 
authority’s concept centers on 
multiple-unit trains that utilize 
self-propelled cars with a hybrid 
engine.

Authority backs light rail concept
Feasibility study, environmental review set for ‘Valley Link’
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PleasantonPleasanton LivermoreLivermore
TracyTracy

Proposed 'Valley Link' map

ACE Existing

DMU/EMU Potential Phase 1

DMU/EMU Potential Phase 2

BART Existing

DMU/EMU Station TBD

DMU/EMU Station TBD

TALIA NAKHJIRI

Map shows proposal for Valley Link light rail system from Dublin-Pleasanton BART station to North Lathrop 
(Phase 1) and later Stockton (Phase 2).

See COSTCO on Page 6

See LIGHT RAIL on Page 7 See CANDIDATES on Page 8

Joe Streng

Julie Testa
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NEWSFRONT

BY JEREMY WALSH

 The Pleasanton Planning Com-
mission last week granted longer 
alcohol-service hours to the under-
construction SideTrack Bar and 
Grill downtown and then waded 
into a neighborhood dispute over 
a resident’s request to build an 
outdoor staircase connecting to her 
house’s second story.
 The owners of SideTrack sought 
permission to serve alcohol on 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
nights until 1 a.m. once the restau-
rant opens at 30 W. Angela St. — a 
request that triggered commission 
review, under city code, for alcohol 
service later than 11 p.m.
 City staff recommended approv-
al of the extended hours based 
on proposed operating conditions, 
consistency with other downtown 
restaurants and city objectives in 

the Downtown Hospitality Guide-
lines aimed at improving the viabil-
ity of downtown, including sup-
porting more restaurant options 
and nightlife venues. 
 The commissioners heard some 
concerns before the July 25 meet-
ing, and from one resident dur-
ing the hearing, about noise and 
other neighborhood disturbances, 
according to community develop-
ment director Gerry Beaudin. He 
noted the public concerns about 
SideTrack seemed somewhat con-
flated with criticisms associated 
with the summer Concerts in the 
Park in nearby Lions Wayside Park. 
 In the end, the commission 
unanimously approved SideTrack’s 
use permit with extended alcohol 
hours on Thursdays, Fridays, Sat-
urdays and up to 10 other times 
each year for holidays and other 

special occasions.
 SideTrack remains under con-
struction and is on track to open 
as early as October, according to 
owner Todd Utikal. 
 The single-story building, which 
is being remodeled to house Side-
Track, became rundown in the years 
after former tenant Joy China Cui-
sine closed in 2015. The site has 
deep civic ties for Pleasanton — the 
building was constructed in 1968 
for an Alameda County Justice Court 
and later served as the City Council 
chambers during the 1970s, before 
becoming a commercial site. 
 In other business, the commis-
sion approved a resident’s request 
to build an exterior staircase con-
necting to the second story of her 
Corte Del Vista house, a project 
opposed by her backyard neighbor 
concerned about privacy, noise and 

visual impacts.
 The situation developed from 
homeowner Shadi Azizi’s desire to 
create a separate entrance for her 
tenant who rents rooms in her 
house, located off Paseo Santa Cruz 
about half a mile from Pleasanton 
Tennis and Community Park.
 Azizi’s proposal called for con-
structing a new outdoor staircase 
and exterior door on the northern 
side of the house. City staff noted 
she first tried to build an interior 
staircase and new interior walls 
without permits, resulting in a code 
enforcement action that precipi-
tated her formal application with a 
revamped, exterior plan.
 The city’s zoning administra-
tor approved the exterior stair-
case in May, finding appropriate 
design elements would minimize 
the impacts on backyard neighbor 

John Vinci, who argued the stair-
case would negatively affect his 
property’s privacy, existing views 
of Pleasanton Ridge and quietness 
when people use the new door and 
staircase.
 The zoning administrator re-
quired solid wood paneling and 
shifted the stairs’ landing in order 
to mitigate visual and noise im-
pacts — while also pointing out 
that redwood trees in the yards 
already provide a natural screen 
between the neighbors and blocks 
most of Vinci’s view of the Ridge. 
 Vinci appealed the staff-level de-
cision to the Planning Commission, 
which sided with the zoning ad-
ministrator last week. The commis-
sioners found the design was ap-
propriate and voted unanimously 
to deny the appeal and approve the 
staircase project, Beaudin said. 

Commission talks SideTrack permit, neighbors’ staircase dispute
Restaurant given extended alcohol hours; resident approved for new entry outside home

BY ERIKA ALVERO

 A middle and elementary school 
in the Livermore Valley Joint Uni-
fied School District will both see 
new principals this upcoming 
school year, which begins in a few 
weeks.
 Joseph Meunier, who joins 
Livermore from Pleasanton Unified 
School District, will assume the 
role at Smith Elementary School, 
while Tammy Rankin, an LVJUSD 
administrator of 18 years, will step 
into the position at Mendenhall 
Middle School.
 “Ms. Rankin has long been a 
leader in our district, and we are 

excited to see her take the helm of 
Mendenhall,” Superintendent Kelly 
Bowers said. “And I am so eager for 
the students to meet Mr. Meunier 
— they will love his enthusiasm.”
 Meunier had worked for Pleas-
anton Unified since 2009. He has 
taught at the elementary and mid-
dle school levels, and most recently 
served as vice principal at Hart 
Middle School, having been ap-
pointed in 2016.
 He earned his Bachelor of Arts 
and teaching credential from Saint 
Mary’s College, and his administra-
tive leadership credential from Cal-
ifornia State University, East Bay.

 Rankin, who grew up in Liver-
more Valley schools, has served 
the district in various capacities for 
24 years. She taught at Livermore 
and Vineyard high schools, before 
moving into administrative roles. 
She served as dean of guidance at 
Granada High School, vice prin-
cipal at Junction Avenue Middle 
School (now a K-8 campus) and 
Mendenhall Middle School, and 
principal at Jackson Avenue and 
Smith elementary schools.
 She earned Bachelor of Science 
and Master of Science degrees 
from California State University, 
Hayward. 

PUSD vice principal taking helm at 
Livermore elementary school

Meunier moves to Smith, one of two new principals for LVJUSD
human health, transportation and 
traffic, utilities and urban decay. 
 The group also contends city of-
ficials did not adequately respond 
to public comments on the draft 
EIR and did not recirculate new 
information in the final EIR.
 The JDEDZ proposal, initiated 
by the city to spur commercial de-
velopment on under-utilized land 
on Johnson Drive and Commerce 
Circle, detailed rules for how re-
development could occur on the 
40 acres near the freeways’ inter-
change, including a nearly 20-
acre site left vacant when Clorox 
closed its research center there. 
 City officials initially stood by 
its public review process when 
presented with the lawsuit, but 
they now appear to support paus-
ing any JDEDZ development and 
revisiting the environmental is-
sues rather than wait out poten-
tially lengthy legal proceedings 
that could force that very same re-
consideration process in the end.
 The plan of action was set into 
motion days after the council pro-
vided confidential direction to 
its legal team in a closed-session 
meeting July 3, according to court 
records.
 “Once this supplemental en-
vironmental review is complete, 
additional public comment will 
occur, and the City Council will 
consider re-approving the proj-
ect,” Sodergren said, citing specif-
ically assertions  in the lawsuit re-
lated to air quality and economic 
analysis.
 Attorneys informed the court 
in mid-July that city staff plans 
to present the council soon with 
a proposed resolution to set aside 
the Nov. 7 JDEDZ approvals and 
that the city and Costco agree to 
take no future actions that rely 

on those prior approvals, effec-
tively delaying any work on the 
proposed Costco. The two hotels 
in the JDEDZ, approved by the 
Planning Commission in June, are 
also on hold.
 Alameda County Superior 
Court Judge Brad Seligman then 
signed an order on July 16 sus-
pending the lawsuit’s briefing 
schedule and postponing the next 
court date until Sept. 25 to check 
in on the status of the case.
 Sodergren said he could not 
estimate how long the JDEDZ 
supplemental review would take. 
He also noted the council took a 
similar approach when faced with 
a lawsuit challenging the Staples 
Ranch development EIR in 2009, 
a project that was approved again 
after the city completed extra en-
vironmental review.
 As originally approved, the 
JDEDZ proposal rezoned 12 par-
cels for potential commercial de-
velopment, along with strict de-
sign guidelines that could help 
expedite city review of future 
projects in the marquee area and 
a tax-sharing agreement between 
Costco and the city to help pay 
for roadwork needed to accom-
modate the increase in traffic in 
the area. 
 When the council picks up the 
conversation again, at an undeter-
mined date likely in September, it 
could well do so with only three 
members.
 Councilwoman Karla Brown 
recused herself from subsequent 
JDEDZ discussions in April after 
announcing she discovered she 
owned $2,900 Costco stock in a 
retirement fund. That recusal fol-
lowed Mayor Jerry Thorne step-
ping down from the JDEDZ con-
sideration process months into the 
debate in July 2016 after revealing 
his retirement fund included Cost-
co stock — which he later sold. 

COSTCO
Continued from Page 5

BY ANUMITA KAUR

 The Livermore City Council 
voted unanimously last week to 
place an initiative proposing regula-
tions on health care service costs in 
Livermore on the November ballot. 
 The initiative, spearheaded by a 
union representing Stanford Health 
Care workers, seeks to limit local 
health care charges to 115% of the 
“reasonable cost of direct patient 
care.” The rules would apply to 
all medical practitioners in Liver-
more, including Stanford Health 
Care-ValleyCare. 
 The ballot measure is proposed 
by SEIU United Healthcare Work-
ers West, which collected enough 
signatures in Livermore to force the 

council to consider placing the ini-
tiative on the ballot citywide. The 
union also tried a signature collec-
tion drive for a similar initiative in 
Pleasanton that didn’t materialize.
 A similar initiative is slated to 
appear on the city of Palo Alto’s 
ballot, and another that qualified in 
Emeryville is on hold as the city is 
challenging the legality of a union 
proposal. Currently, no California 
city has a similar healthcare service 
cost oversight. 
 In Livermore, the council de-
cided last month to order city staff 
to prepare an informational report 
to further explore the impacts of 
the first-of-its-kind initiative before 
determining whether, as Election 

Code states, it should be adopted 
immediately or placed on the ballot 
for local vote. 
 The city report found that there 
would be significant expenses for 
the city to both initially implement 
and sustain such an initiative over 
time. The report did not state po-
tential health care cost savings from 
the initiative. 
 Following the presentation and 
public comment, the council agreed 
July 23 to place the initiative on the 
ballot for November’s election. 
 Meanwhile, the city has chal-
lenged the legality of the initiative 
in a lawsuit filed last month in 

Livermore council puts health care 
initiative on November ballot

Also: City continues pursuing district-based  
council elections starting in 2020

See HEALTH CARE on Page 8
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BY ERIKA ALVERO

The Zone 7 Water Agency has 
released initial environmental 
review documents for proposed 
upgrades to the Patterson Pass 
Water Treatment Plant, and com-
munity members can now submit 
feedback through Aug. 22.

The project would involve the 
construction of new facilities in 
order to incorporate ozonation 
disinfection technology into its 
treatment processes.

“Ozonation has been identified 
as one that would be most ef-
fective to improve taste, remove 
odor, and maintain or improve 
overall water quality for water 
consumers in the Zone 7 service 
area,” agency officials wrote in a 
statement. 

“In addition to improving 
taste and odor, ozone is more 

effective than other water treat-
ment technologies (such as pow-
dered activated carbon, chlorine 
and chloramines) in addressing 
algal byproducts and chemicals 
of emerging concern, including 
endocrine disruptors, as well as 
pharmaceutical and personal care 
product residues,” they added.

The proposed ozonation proj-
ect is estimated to cost $92 mil-
lion overall, to be funded by 
water rates, new connection fees 
and bonds. 

It is similar to the one already 
underway at the Del Valle Treat-
ment Plant. Zone 7 anticipates 
that the final mitigated negative 
declaration (MND) — the docu-
ments evaluating the environ-
mental impacts of the project 
— will be presented for possible 
approval at the regular board 

meeting Sept. 19.
Overall, the review found mini-

mal environmental impact from 
the project, located at 8750 Pat-
terson Pass Road, east of Liver-
more in unincorporated Alameda 
County. However, some mitiga-
tion measures would be required 
if passed, specifically in regards 
to air quality, biological resourc-
es, soil erosion, cultural resources 
(both tribal and otherwise), haz-
ardous materials, hydrology and 
water quality and utilities and 
service systems.

The draft documents and ad-
ditional information about the 
project are available online at 
the water agency’s website, www.
zone7water.com. A copy of the 
draft MND will also be available 
at the Pleasanton, Dublin and 
Livermore libraries. 

Locals can submit comments 
to Mona Olmsted at molmsted@
zone7water.com or via mail to 
100 N. Canyons Pkwy., Liver-
more, CA 94551.

Another water-related public 
comment period is now open, as 
draft environmental documents 
for the state’s California WaterFix 
project have been released.

The California WaterFix aims 
to improve water access by con-
structing two tunnels beneath 
the Sacramento-San Joaquin 
River Delta to transport water to 
Central and Southern California. 
The recent draft supplemental 
environmental impact report/
environmental impact statement 
(EIR/EIS) was released July 17, 
evaluating proposed modifica-
tions approved by the state a year 
ago.

Zone 7 adopted a resolution to 
support the controversial project 
in September 2017.

“California WaterFix would 
provide a much-needed upgrade 
to the aging through-Delta con-
veyance currently used by Zone 
7 to import roughly 80 percent 
of the Valley’s supplies,” agency 
officials said in a statement. “De-
spite Zone 7’s efforts to increase 
supply reliability through other 
sources, the Water Supply Evalu-
ation shows that Zone 7 will con-
tinue to rely on water conveyed 
through the Delta and delivered 
to the Valley via the SWP for 
about 70% of its supplies.”

The environmental review is 
available at www.californiawater-
fix.com, and comments can be 
sent via email to WaterFixCom-
ments@icf.com. 

Public comments invited on two water-related projects
Environmental review ongoing for Zone 7’s Patterson Pass project, state’s WaterFix

The estimated $1.8 billion sys-
tem would aim to schedule its 
trains to allow for convenient 
transfers to BART via a same-level 
station connecting the proposed 
Valley Link Isabel Avenue station 
in Livermore to the eastern Dublin-
Pleasanton BART station in the 
Interstate 580 median. 

The light-rail concept would 
also effectively shut the door on a 
conventional BART rail extension 
into Livermore, something sup-
ported by Tri-Valley elected leaders 
but opposed by the BART board 
majority.

“Of course, I would have pre-
ferred to see BART extend its 
service to at least Isabel if not 
Greenville Road. However, given 
the decision of the BART board, I 
believe this (light rail) is the best 
alternative,” said Pleasanton Mayor 
Jerry Thorne, who represents the 
city on the authority board. 

“This alternative can be complet-
ed faster, at a much lower cost and 
under local control. The lower cost 
includes a large reduction in the 
need to acquire land for right-of-
way requirements in Pleasanton,” 
Thorne added. 

Local oversight was a key goal 
of the rail authority, which was 
created under state legislation by 
Assemblywomen Catharine Baker 
(R-Dublin) and Susan Eggman (D-
Stockton) to put pressure on BART 
to either choose a Livermore ex-
tension responsive to the region’s 
needs or cede the decision to the 
new joint authority overseen by of-
ficials from Tri-Valley and west San 
Joaquin cities, both counties, and 
BART and ACE. 

The BART board voted May 24 to 
bow out of the BART to Livermore 
extension decision-making after 
being unable to reach consensus 

among board members on a pre-
ferred project alternative (conven-
tional BART, light rail or express 
bus). 
 When the new fiscal year began 
July 1 without a BART-selected op-
tion in place, the decision shifted to 
the regional rail authority — whose 
sole task is finding an effective way 
to connect BART to ACE.

The authority board met July 
25 in Tracy and selected its pre-
ferred alternative: a new light rail 
network over the Altamont Pass 
connecting the Dublin-Pleasanton 
BART station to the North Lathrop 
ACE station, with stops at Isabel 
and Greenville (ACE) in Livermore, 
Mountain House, downtown Tracy 
and River Islands. 

The project would leave the 
door open for possible in-fill sta-
tions at South Front (Livermore), 
Grant Line Road and Ellis Histori-
cal (Tracy). There’s also a proposed 
second phase extending the Val-
ley Link to the Amtrak Stockton 
Station.  

The service is proposed to oper-
ate from 5 a.m. to 8 p.m., with ser-
vice every 12 minutes between the 
Dublin-Pleasanton BART Station 
and Greenville Road in Livermore 
during peak hours and every 24 
minutes beyond Greenville to the 
North Lathrop Station. 

On the Tri-Valley end, time es-
timates compare the 20 minutes 
on Valley Link from Greenville 
to Dublin-Pleasanton with 20-40 
minutes drive time for that same 
distance. 

The rail line would use primar-
ily Alameda County right-of-way 
to the county line in the I-580 
median, the former Southern Pa-
cific Railroad corridor over the Al-
tamont Pass and in or near the 
Union Pacific Railroad right-of-way 
in San Joaquin Valley. 
 The authority estimates con-
struction and design costs for Phase 

1 at $1.8 billion, helped in part by 
easier access to public right-of-way 
and other established infrastruc-
ture. Valley Link would have $65 
million in estimated annual operat-
ing and maintenance costs. 

Officials would hope to leverage 
$400 million already committed to 
BART to Livermore from Measure 
BB Alameda County transportation 
sales tax revenue with potential 
federal, state and regional funding.

The authority has set an ag-
gressive nine-month schedule to 
complete the feasibility study and 
environmental analysis in order to 
track the project for formal ap-
proval by next July. 

“Although this schedule is going 
to be challenging, it speaks to the 
importance of getting this proj-
ect delivered as soon as possible 
for our constituents,” said Tracy 
Mayor Pro Tem Veronica Vargas, 
who serves as the authority’s vice 
chair. 

Final project design and con-
struction would follow, with con-
struction itself expected to take be-
tween five and seven years, mean-
ing Valley Link trains could be in 
service as early as 2024 — if there 
are no delays and full funding is 
found.

Thorne pointed out that the 
board’s preferred alternative could 
evolve over the course of public 
review and environmental impact 
report (EIR) analysis, and there will 
be plenty of time for residents to 
provide their input on the project 
concept in the months ahead.

“I should emphasize that the se-
lection of the preferred alternative 
only allows us to move on to the 
EIR process, which will compare 
other alternatives to the preferred 
alternative along with some plan-
ning. Therefore, changes in the 
final project design are possible 
and in my experience quite prob-
able,” he said. 

LIGHT RAIL
Continued from Page 5
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 The deadline to file candidacy 
paperwork to qualify for the gen-
eral election is Aug. 10, although 
the date is extended by five days 
in any election where an incum-
bent doesn’t file — which is ex-
pected to be the situation for City 
Council, with Councilman Arne 
Olson announcing he won’t seek 
a second term.
 With Olson bowing out of a 
re-election bid, the council is 
guaranteed to see at least one new 
member after the Nov. 6 election.
 Narum revealed more than two 
months ago that she would pur-
sue a second term this fall. It 
would mark the final term for the 
councilwoman under the city’s 
term limits. 
 She has served on the City 
Council since voters picked her 
in a special mail-only election in 
May 2013 to fill the council seat 
left vacant when voters elevated 
Thorne to mayor. She was re-
elected to a full four-year term in 
November 2014. 
 In the past several days, Streng 
and Testa also publicly announced 
their intent to seek one of the two 
council positions up for grabs. 
They each have pulled nomina-
tion forms but have not yet filed 
the documents, according to city 
clerk Karen Diaz.

 A longtime Pleasanton resident 
who graduated from Amador Val-
ley High School as a teenager, 
Streng served on the Parks and 
Recreation Commission from 
2011 until earlier this year, in-
cluding two years as commission 
chair. Among his favorite projects 
he cited Bernal Community Park, 
Cubby’s Dog Park and the 2017 
update to the Pedestrian and Bi-
cycle Master Plan.
 Streng said his three priorities 
as a councilman would be fiscal 
responsibility and oversight, care-
fully planned development and 
maintaining Pleasanton’s quality 
of life.
 “Moving forward, our city faces 
issues that will require coopera-
tion and leadership,” he said in a 
campaign statement. “We’ve taken 
steps to prepare for our pension 
obligations, but more needs to 
be done. Managing traffic around 
and through Pleasanton contin-
ues to require a regional approach 
to develop long-term solutions, 
as well as local action to keep 
our streets safe for cyclists and 
pedestrians.” 
 “Our city is one of many across 
California that needs to deliver 
housing solutions to keep up with 
a growing need. I’m ready to 
tackle these and other matters 
head on,” he added.
 A longtime community ad-
vocate with focuses on school 

overcrowding and slow growth, 
Testa is a familiar face in coun-
cil and school board audiences, 
among other public meetings. 
She also has city service ex-
perience with 11 years previ-
ously on the Human Services 
Commission.  
 “The threat to the quality of life 
that Pleasanton residents value 
has never been greater,” Testa told 
the Weekly. 
 “Campaign season is an impor-
tant opportunity to inform the 
community regarding issues of 
concern. I want to help our com-
munity understand the threat that 
exists with future high-density 
development and the impacts it 
will have on traffic and our over-
crowded schools,” she added. 
 “I will let residents know there 
is a reason to be concerned that 
the discussion of injecting recy-
cled sewer water into our drink-
ing water is back. I want residents 
to know that the risks of contami-
nation that gave Pleasanton voters 
reason to reject Measure J in 2000 
still exist,” Testa said.
 This is the second straight elec-
tion year Testa has sought city 
office. She lost her bid to unseat 
Thorne in a two-candidate may-
oral race in November 2016.
 This time around, Thorne 
is seeking his fourth and final 
two-year term as mayor. Thus 
far, no other potential candidate 
has pulled papers to challenge 
Thorne as of Tuesday afternoon, 
according to Diaz. 
 On the school board side, two 
seats are up for election and 
both incumbents have filed for 
re-election.
 Laursen has sat on the board 
since first being elected in No-
vember 2010, and most recent-
ly served as board president in 
2016-17. She is a board repre-
sentative for the Tri-Valley Spe-
cial Education Local Plan Area 
(SELPA) and the Regional Occu-
pational Programs Joint Powers 
Board.
 Miller, the current board presi-
dent, is seeking a second con-
secutive four-year term this fall. 
He is a representative to the City 
of Pleasanton Liaison Committee 
and the PUSD Audit Committee.
 The two announced their in-
tents to run for re-election in a 
joint statement issued in April, 
months before the filing period 
opened in July.
 Prospective candidates for 
mayor and school board have 
until Aug. 10 at 5 p.m. to file 
candidacy papers. If Olson fol-
lows through on not seeking re-
election, the council deadline will 
be extended to Aug. 15 at 5 p.m.
 Candidacy papers for city po-
sitions must be filed with the 
City Clerk’s Office; contact Diaz 
at 931-5027. For school board, 
candidacy documents must be 
submitted to the Alameda County 
Registrar of Voters’ Office in Oak-
land; call 510-272-6973. 

CANDIDATES
Continued from Page 5
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INDIGENOUS  
featuring  Mato Nanji 
with guest Chris Duarte

 

BY ANDY LI

 Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory’s National Ignition Fa-
cility (NIF) recently set a new re-
cord by firing 2.15 megajoules of 
energy into its target chamber — a 
10% increase over the previous 
mark and a 15% improvement over 
its design specification. 
 The record met a National Nucle-
ar Security Administration (NNSA) 
Level 2 Milestone for 2018. NIF 
is the world’s largest and most 
powerful laser, and is funded by 
the NNSA to support the Stockpile 
Stewardship Program.
 “NIF’s users are always asking 
to use more energy in their ex-
periments, because higher energies 
enhance the science NIF can de-
liver in support of the stewardship 
program,” said NIF director Mark 
Herrmann. “These results mark a 
major step toward increasing NIF’s 
energy and power capability. This 
demonstration serves as the first 
step on a path that could allow NIF 
to operate at substantially higher 
energies than ever envisioned dur-
ing NIF’s design.”
 The NIF experiment effectively 
demonstrated the highest energy 
the laser could safely deliver with 
its current optics and configura-
tion. By increasing its energy limit, 
the NIF can expand the parameter 
space for stewardship experiments 
and serve as a vital boost to the 
pursuit of ignition. 
 A similar demo laser campaign 
was performed on the NIF last 
year. Published in Nuclear Fu-
sion, the campaign utilized four 
NIF beams to study performance 

limits and operational costs 
against predictive models. Efforts 
were successful in producing the 
highest energies at the time and 
set the stage for the delivery of 
2.1 megajoules on the 192-beam 
system. 
 “The successful 2.1 MJ demon-
stration is the result of a sustained 
science and technology investment 
in NIF and fundamental under-
standing of optical damage, much 
of which has been supported by 
Laboratory Directed Research & 
Development (LDRD) and other 
institutional programs,” said Jeff 
Wisoff, NIF and Photon Science 
Principal associate director.
 The NIF laser uses tens of thou-
sands of precision optical com-
ponents, including lenses, laser 
glass slabs, mirrors and frequency 
conversion crystals to amplify the 
192 laser beams to a target in the 
10-meter target chamber. 
 Due to constant improvements, 
these optics are at the cutting edge 
of material science, and play an im-
portant role in raising the laser’s en-
ergy thresholds. Recent discoveries 
have reduced the level of damage 
initiation in the optics and led to 
a reduced cost to mitigate existing 
damage spots.
 NIF is currently working with 
LLNL’s ignition program to execute 
the first ignition experiments that 
utilize enhanced energy capabili-
ties during summer. This is the 
first step toward extending NIF’s 
energy output to improve the NIF 
mission space and its contribu-
tions to the Stockpile Stewardship 
Program, officials said. 

Livermore Lab’s laser 
system sets new record

National Ignition Facility beats  
previous mark by 10%

Alameda County Superior Court. 

In other business

 • The council moved forward 
with transitioning the city from 
an at-large elections system for 
City Council to a district-based 
elections system by hearing public 
opinion on the matter, a necessary 
step in the consideration process.  
 The city would be divided into 
four districts, in accordance to 
standard practice for its population 
size. The make-up of these districts 
will be decided by the city after a 
series of public hearings. 
 The next hearing is set for Aug. 13. 
 The decision to shift voting sys-
tems occurred in response to a 
potential lawsuit. Kevin Shenkman, 
who represents the Southwest Voter 
Registration Education Project, sent 
a letter to the city in May argu-
ing that Livermore’s at-large elec-
tions violates the California Voting 

Rights Act. Other California cities 
have faced similar lawsuits. 
 Shenkman cited the lack of di-
versity on the Livermore council, 
stating that the city’s “at-large sys-
tem dilutes the ability of Latinos (a 
“protected class”) to elect the can-
didates of their choice or otherwise 
influence the outcome of the City’s 
Council elections.” 
 Livermore’s current voting sys-
tem means all voters in the city 
elect the four council members and 
the mayor. The new district-based 
election system will divide the city 
into four districts, in which voters 
will elect a single council member 
who lives in their respective district 
as their council representative. The 
mayor will continue to be elected 
at-large, regardless of district. 
 The new district-based elections 
system is on track to be implement-
ed by the November 2020 general 
election. 

Editor’s note: Anumita Kaur  
is a freelance writer for the  

Pleasanton Weekly.

HEALTH CARE
Continued from Page 6



Pleasanton Weekly • August 3, 2018 • Page 9

Community Pulse

The Pleasanton Police Department made 
the following information available. 

July 29
Sex offense

 3:16 p.m. on Yellowstone Court

Theft

 11:58 a.m. on the 6700 block of 
Bernal Avenue

Alcohol violation

 11:18 a.m. on the 5300 block of 
Sunol Boulevard

July 28
Vandalism

 6:38 p.m. on the 3400 block of West 
Ruby Hill Drive

Burglary

 12 p.m. on the 1300 block of 
Brookline Loop

Drug violation

 4:53 a.m. at Stanley Boulevard and 
Valley Avenue

 July 27
Theft

 8:35 a.m. on the 4500 block of 
Chabot Drive

 10:18 a.m., 4300 block of Rosewood 
Drive; theft from auto

 5:11 p.m., 4500 block of Rosewood 
Drive; theft of bicycle

 9:23 p.m., 4800 block of Hopyard 
Road; theft from auto 

Drug violation

 7:29 p.m. at Franklin and Johnson 
drives

Fraud

 11:35 a.m. on the 600 block of Rose 
Avenue 

July 26
Theft

 8:08 p.m., 4700 block of Mason 
Street; theft from auto

 6:31 p.m., 200 block of Kottinger 
Drive; auto theft

Drug violation

 7:47 a.m. on the 6700 block of Bernal 
Avenue 

Vandalism

 7:06 a.m. on the 4900 block of 
Pleasanton Avenue

July 25
Fraud

 11:12 p.m. on the 5900 block of 
Owens Drive

Robbery

 9:40 p.m. on the 400 block of Old 
Bernal Avenue

Alcohol violation

 7:24 p.m. on the 5800 block of Valley 
Avenue

Embezzlement

 6:37 p.m. on the 1000 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

Theft

 10:29 a.m., 4100 block of Hopyard 
Road; theft from structure

 11:52 a.m., 2500 block of Raven 
Road; theft from auto

 1:23 p.m., 5900 block of Owens 
Drive; theft from auto

Drug violation

 3:03 a.m. on the 4500 block of 
Rosewood Drive

 4:14 a.m. on the 500 block of Peters 
Avenue

July 24
Missing person report

 5:15 p.m. on Mitchell Road 

Drug violation

 3:18 p.m. on the 2800 block of 
Hopyard Road 

Fraud

 3:05 p.m. on the 1600 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road 

Graffiti offense

 8:06 a.m. on the 400 block of St. 
John Street

Burglary

 7:51 a.m. on the 3000 block of 
Hopyard Road

July 23
Theft

 7:58 a.m., 2700 block of Stoneridge 
Drive; theft from auto

 8:19 a.m., 6700 block of Bernal 
Avenue; theft from auto

 10:51 a.m., 5600 block of San Jose 
Drive; theft from auto

 3:57 p.m., 4700 block of Willow 
Road; theft from structure

 4:02 p.m., 3500 block of Helen Drive; 
theft from auto

 7 p.m., 1400 block of Stoneridge Mall 
Road; theft from structure

 7:11 p.m., 7200 block of Johnson 
Drive; theft of bicycle

July 22
Drug violation

 1:56 a.m. on the 5800 block of 
Owens Drive

 11:58 p.m. on the 4500 block of 
Rosewood Drive 

Trespass/prowling

 3:12 p.m. on the 1300 block of 
Brookline Loop

Alcohol violation

 11:50 a.m. on the 4200 block of First 
Street 

Theft from auto

 7:49 a.m. on the 7500 block of 
Canyon Meadows Circle

POLICE REPORT

Ex-nurse sentenced to 
prison for fatal 2015 
crash

A Pleasanton woman was sen-
tenced last Friday to six years in 
state prison for killing a Sunnyvale 
man in a crash in San Lorenzo in 
unincorporated Alameda County 
three years ago.

Former registered nurse Michelle 
Biala, 33, was convicted on April 
30 of gross vehicular manslaughter 
while intoxicated for the death of 
Steven Lin, 38, on July 13, 2015.

She was sentenced by Alameda 
County Superior Court Judge Mi-
chael Gaffey.

Alameda County prosecutors 
said Lin, who was driving a Toyota 
Prius, ran over something in the 
roadway on southbound Interstate 
880 just south of state Highway 
238 at about 9:45 p.m. on July 13, 
2015, and suffered a flat tire.

Lin pulled his car to the shoul-
der, activated his flashing lights 
and remained buckled while he 
called for a tow, according to pros-
ecutors. Several other vehicles also 
had flat tires and were parked on 
the shoulder of I-880.

A short time later, at 9:57 p.m., 
Biala was driving southbound on 
I-880 when she swerved her 2007 
Chevy Trailblazer across several 
lanes and collided with the Prius, 
killing Lin, prosecutors said.

A blood test two hours after the 
crash showed that Biala had sig-
nificant levels of marijuana and Am-
bien, a sleeping pill, according to 
prosecutors.

Biala, who was a registered nurse 
at the time, had marijuana in her 
purse and an Ambien pill bottle 
that she had picked up from a 
pharmacy two hours before the 
crash that had five of its 10 pills 
missing, prosecutors said.

Two years before the crash Biala 
had been convicted of “wet” reck-
less driving and was ordered to 
attend a 30-hour DUI class, accord-
ing to prosecutors.

Five months prior to the crash, 
Biala was arrested for DUI for an 
incident in which she was found dis-
oriented on the side of a freeway with 
damage to her vehicle, according to 
prosecutors, who said Biala admitted 
at that time that she had used mari-
juana, Xanax and Valium and was too 
high to drive. 

In other news

• A woman who was found dead 
at the Dublin/Pleasanton BART sta-
tion on Saturday morning shortly 
after she was released from Santa Rita 
Jail was identified by the Alameda 
County coroner’s bureau as 26-year-
old Jessica St. Louis of Berkeley.

St. Louis’ body was discovered 
near the passenger pick-up/drop-off 
area at the station at about 5:30 a.m. 
Saturday, according to BART officials.

BART officials had said on Saturday 
that she had a bump on her head and 
investigators were trying to determine 
whether she had it when she was 
released from the jail.

Alameda County sheriff’s officials 
said Monday that a medical exam of 
St. Louis showed no signs of homi-
cide or assault and they suspect that 
she died from a drug overdose.

The results of a toxicology report 
are still pending, according to the 
sheriff’s office.

• A grass fire near the Interstate 
680-Bernal Avenue interchange in 
Pleasanton on Saturday afternoon 
burned less than an acre and took 
firefighters from two departments 
about 45 minutes to put it out.

A construction crew cutting metal 
is believed to be responsible for spark-
ing the fire, reported about 1:19 p.m. 

Saturday, said battalion chief Jason 
Solak of the Livermore-Pleasanton 
Fire Department. Firefighters from 
the Alameda County Fire Department 
helped battle the fire, Solak said.

No one was injured, and no build-
ings were damaged, he added.

• The Alameda County Sheriff’s 
Office has accepted 286 inmates 
who had to be evacuated from Lake 
County, which has been devastated 
by a wildfire that fire officials fear 
may be closing in on the county jail 
in Lakeport.

Sheriff’s officials said their depu-
ties and Lake County Sheriff’s depu-
ties “worked throughout the night 
to safely transfer the inmates to our 
Santa Rita Jail” in Dublin.

“This was a seamless transfer and 
the inmates are safe at our jail,” sher-
iff’s officials said. “We will continue 
to do our part to support California 
communities suffering from devastat-
ing wildfires.”

Sheriff’s officials said, “As we have 
seen, Lake County and other north-
ern counties have been devastated 
and are hurting. It is our job to help 
them during this tragic time.”

• Danville’s Congressman Mark 
DeSaulnier (D-Concord) was one 
of the 28 members of the U.S. 
Congress falsely matched to crimi-
nal mugshots by Amazon’s facial 

recognition technology, according to 
the American Civil Liberties Union 
of Northern California.

The ACLU reported last week 
that the technology, which is being 
used by some police departments, 
incorrectly matched the legislators 
with people who had been charged 
with a crime. 

The false matches dispropor-
tionately identified representatives 
of color, including six members of 
the Congressional Black Caucus, the 
ACLU said.

DeSaulnier, along with Sen. Ed 
Markey (D-Massachusetts) and Rep. 
Luis Gutierrez (D-Illinois), have writ-
ten to Amazon with concerns about 
the sale of the technology to law en-
forcement agencies, the ACLU said.

“I am deeply concerned by Ama-
zon’s development and deployment 
of a faulty facial recognition system 
that mismatched me and others,” 
DeSaulnier said in a statement.

“On top of the threat and exces-
sive nature of constant surveillance, 
the potential for confusion and false 
identification that could lead to un-
just detention and even prosecution 
is too high,” he said. “Amazon must 
slow down and consider not just its 
profit margin, but the impact on soci-
ety that this technology will have.” 

—Bay City News Service

POLICE BULLETIN

Charlotte R Hargrave LDA CP NP Registered Alameda County LDA #96
I am not an attorney.  I can only complete documents at your specific direction.

A NON-ATTORNEY ALTERNATIVE
Competitive Rates,  
Excellent Service

• Divorce

• Probate, Trust Admin.

• Living Trusts, Updates

• Deeds

By appointment at 925-577-4736 or www.atlasdp.com

Atlas Document Preparation Services
120 Spring Street, Suite L, Pleasanton, CA 94566

Tim passed away peacefully on Monday July 16th, 2018 at 
the age of 60.

Born in Los Angeles to Jack and Nancy Berkley on May 23rd, 
1958 they later moved to Pleasanton in 1971. Tim married 
Maria, his high school sweetheart September 3rd, 1977 in 
Pleasanton.

Tim is survived by his loving wife of 40 years Maria; 
his children Ryan and wife Stacy, Melissa, sister Theresa, 
Grandchildren Kennedy Faith and Savannah Grace, nephews 
Jeremy and Anthony, niece Claire and many loved ones.

Tim is preceded in death by his grandmother GiGi, mother 
Nancy, brother Steve and father Jack.

Services to be held 10:30am Saturday August 18th at  
St. Augustine Church Pleasanton.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Timothy John Berkley
May 23, 1958 – July 16, 2018
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Opinion

Police help residents enjoy fair

Dear Editor,
 On Friday, June 29 at 11 a.m., 
Pleasanton’s finest escorted our resi-
dents from 300 Neal St. to the fair-
grounds. Four motorcycle officers 
and one police vehicle led our resi-
dents to the gates of the fairgrounds. 
 Our residents, families, staff and 
volunteers with marching music, 
American flag and our Pleasanton 
Nursing and Rehab banner traveled 
in style. The Pleasanton Police De-
partment has escorted our residents 
for many years making us feel safe at 
all times.
 Our residents had a wonder-
ful time at the fair, sampling the 
fair food and displays along with 

the pig and horse races. Our resi-
dents will talk about this outing for 
weeks. 
 Thanks to our activities depart-
ment staff led by activities direc-
tor Tess Baurile, family members 
and The Tzuchi Foundation, who 
pushed our residents in their wheel-
chairs to the back gate entrance.
 We always have a licensed nurse 
with us. This year, Eric Quant, LVN, 
made sure our residents were com-
fortable and well taken care of. A 
great time was had by all; can’t wait 
till next year. Here’s to Pleasanton’s 
boys in blue who took the time to 
meet and greet and escort us once 
again to the fair.

—Linda DeGennaro 

LETTERS

EDITORIAL  THE OPINION OF THE WEEKLY

Every 40 seconds someone in 
the United States has a stroke, 
and every four minutes some-

one dies of a stroke, according to a 
2017 report by the American Heart 
Association. 
 Time is of the essence to prevent 
death and disability from stroke. The 
sooner medical care is administered, 
the higher the chance of minimal 
harm.
 But, as of today, if you have a 
stroke in Pleasanton, there is a good 
chance the ambulance will take you 
right past Stanford Health Care-Val-
leyCare to San Ramon, Walnut Creek 
or another community with a certi-
fied stroke center.
 So Stanford Health Care-ValleyCare 

is partnering with Stanford Neurolo-
gy to develop a stroke program here.  
 “A stroke center at Stanford Health 
Care-ValleyCare is important because 
timely care is critical when treating a 
stroke patient,” said Dr. David Svec, 
chief medical officer at Stanford-
ValleyCare. “We want to serve our 
neighbors better by providing access 
to high-quality stroke care close to 
home.” 
 “That’s why we’re raising $1 mil-
lion to bring a comprehensive stroke 
program to our community hos-
pital,” said Shaké Sulikyan, execu-
tive director of ValleyCare Charitable 
Foundation.
 She added that $1 million isn’t a 
large amount for a project like this, 

“considering that a new MRI ma-
chine can cost between $2 million to 
$3 million.” 
 The foundation has launched the 
“Campaign for Stroke Care” to raise 
$1 million to fund equipment, spe-
cially trained staff, rehabilitation and 
education programs and the like.
 “We can bring around-the-clock 
lifesaving services to our commu-
nity,” Sulikyan said.
 While affiliated with Stanford 
Health, ValleyCare, which has served 
the community for 60 years, is still a 
separate entity and must fund new 
services. So the ValleyCare Charitable 
Foundation is calling on the com-
munity for its financial support of the 
stroke care project. 
 “Three years ago, we joined forces 
with Stanford Health Care to bring 
access to Stanford physicians and 
services close to home,” Sulikyan 
said. “Stanford has made signifi-
cant investments in our community 
hospital, including capital improve-
ments and the implementation of 
our new electronic medical record 
system — a tremendous lift for Val-
leyCare that we wouldn’t have been 
able to undertake on our own.”
 “Yet it is important to remember 
that ValleyCare remains a separate 
entity, with its own balance sheet 
and operations,” she explained. 
“With ever-shrinking hospital mar-
gins, philanthropy is the primary 
way nonprofit hospitals can launch 
new services and programs in today’s 
healthcare landscape.” 
 The campaign got a jumpstart 
when longtime Livermore residents 
Lynn and Joan Seppala presented 
a gift of $100,000 and a matching 
challenge to encourage others to sup-
port the cause: For every two dollars 
someone donates, the Seppalas will 
donate one dollar, up to $150,000.
 The Seppalas know first-hand 
the importance of immediate care 
for stroke patients and follow-up 

therapy and services. 
 When Lynn was 46, working at 
Lawrence Livermore National Labo-
ratory as chief optical designer for 
the National Ignition Fusion (NIF) 
project, he suffered a stroke that 
left his right arm and leg paralyzed, 
his speech slurred and his memory 
affected. Through determination — 
and speech and physical therapy 
rehabilitation nearly 30 miles away, 
often multiple times a week for a year 
— Lynn was able to return to the lab. 
 According to the story in the 
Livermore Independent newspaper, 
which the Seppalas own, Lynn is “re-
living that painfully difficult period 
as he helps to launch the Campaign 
for Stroke Care at Stanford Health 
Care-ValleyCare that would provide 
critical lifesaving care for the Tri-
Valley community.”
 “Every minute matters and being 
able to provide this level of stroke 
care at ValleyCare will be extremely 
valuable to the Tri-Valley commu-
nity,” said Scott Gregerson, presi-
dent of Stanford-ValleyCare. “We are 
grateful to the Seppalas for helping 
to launch this campaign, and we 
appreciate the support that they and 
the rest of the community give to 
ValleyCare.”
 The Weekly and the Independent 
are competitors to an extent, but 
both have the same mission and goal 
as small, local newspapers — to ef-
fect positive change in the communi-
ties we serve.   
 We thank the Seppalas for their 
generosity, but also for their willing-
ness to be open about a traumatic 
and frightening experience to inspire 
others. 
 For more information about the 
Campaign for Stroke Care or the 
Seppalas’ matching funds offer, visit 
valleycare.com/stroke or contact the 
ValleyCare Charitable Foundation at 
373-4560 or vccharitable@stanford-
healthcare.org. 

Campaign will fund much-needed stroke care program
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UPCOMING MEETINGS
Civic Arts Commission
Monday, August 6, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue
•  Approve Appointment for One (1) Teen Poet Laureate Position 
•  Community Grant Program Review Sub-Committee Meeting Update

Human Services Commission 
Wednesday, August 8, 2018 at 7 p.m.
Operations Services Center, 3333 Busch Road 
•  Consider Recommendation of the City of Pleasanton Human Services 

Needs Assessment Strategic Plan Update
*************************************************************************************

BE A PART OF THE PUBLIC PROCESS 
VOLUNTEER FOR A CITY COMMISSION
In April and September of each year, the Mayor and City Council 

recruits and appoints residents of Pleasanton to a variety of boards and 

issues. Applications are now being accepted for the following:

Committee on Energy and the Environment
Youth Member

Economic Vitality Committee
Categories include: Commercial Real Estate Development,  

Commercial Real Estate Broker, 
Financial Services and Medical Services *

Human Services Commission
Member

Library Commission
Member

Youth Member
Planning Commission

Member
Youth Commission

Middle School Member

For more information or to apply, please visit  
cityofpleasantonca.gov/gov/depts/clerk/boards/default.asp

Applicants must reside within the  
Pleasanton city limits * Does not apply
Applications are due August 17, 2018.  

Interviews will be held Week of August 27, 2018
For additional information contact the  
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Sports
PLEASANTON  
PREPS

BY DENNIS MILLER

Sponsored byp y

484-0789 vicsallstar.com

Pleasanton Little League dominates  
Turf and Dirt tourney

Also: Sbranti named new Dublin High AD, fall sports on horizon

The Pleasanton Little League 
10-year-old team swept the two 
divisions of the recently conclud-
ed Tassajara Valley Turf and Dirt 
tournament.

The boys from Pleasanton took 
home the titles in both the All-Star 
and Tournament team divisions.

The All-Star Team beat Liver-
more 12-6 for the championship in 
a battle between teams that regu-
larly faced off this year in always-
competitive games.

The Tournament Team claimed 
its title by knocking off Granada 
9-8 in extra innings. Evan Johnson 
had the walk-off winner in the 
eighth inning.

Sbranti new Dublin AD

Tim Sbranti, a longtime Dublin 
community leader and a Dublin 
High graduate, has come back to 
the school to take over the vacant 
athletic director spot.

Sbranti — who graduated from 
Dublin in 1993 — started as a 
teacher and coach at the school in 
1998 after graduating from Sacra-
mento State. During his first run at 
the school, Sbranti coached tennis, 
basketball and even one season of 
boys volleyball.

During that time, he also served 
on the Dublin City Council and 
was the mayor of Dublin. In 2015, 
he left the school to work with U.S. 
Rep. Eric Swalwell (another Dublin 
grad and former city councilman).

Sbranti was the deputy chief 
of staff and district director for 
Swalwell.

“It was something I enjoyed 
doing, but I missed the educational 
setting,” Sbranti said of his time 
with Swalwell. “I am an educator 
at heart.”

So, when the Gaels had an open-
ing for an athletic director, Sbranti 
was quick to react.

“I just thought it was a great op-
portunity to return,” said Sbranti, 
who also has an administrative cre-
dential, but at this time has not 
made the decision to go in that 
direction.

He is excited for the upcoming 
seasons to get going.

“I’m looking to do some great 
things in athletics,” Sbranti said. 
“We have great facilities, great 
coaches and great kids — I’m glad 
to be back in that setting.”

Another positive is being close 

to home and not making trips back 
and forth to Washington, D.C. on a 
regular basis.

“I’ve got a 4-year-old daughter 
and she will be coming to school 
here,” he said. “This way she can 
grow up around the school.”

Fall season here!

It may hard be to believe, but 
the fall season is upon us already. 
That means it’s time to plan to get 
me the weekly results from your 
children’s teams at Amador Valley 
and Foothill.

The kids are out there working 
hard every day so let’s make sure 
they get credit for their efforts.

It’s a simple process and should 
take no more than 15 minutes a 
week. At the end of each week, 
send me a short roundup of the 
week’s games. Give me teams 
played, scores and highlights — 
that’s it.

You don’t have to be a writer: 
that’s my job. Send me notes and I 
will turn it into a story. 

Send them to acesmag@aol.com 
by noon on Sundays and I will get 
them in the following Friday. One 
request — don’t be the person that 
only sends in results when the 
team wins. That sends a bad mes-
sage to the kids.

This fall’s on you as we can only 
run the results we get turned in 
each week. So, before you complain 
about one school getting more cov-
erage, be part of the solution.

We are also looking for pictures 
each week. All we need is the iden-
tification of the people in the pic-
ture as well as who took the photo. 
That’s it — 15 minutes a week to 
provide the kids with a lifetime of 
memories. 

Editor’s note: Dennis Miller is a 
contributing sports writer for the 

Pleasanton Weekly. To contact 
Miller or submit local high school 
sports scores, game highlights and 

photographs for his weekly Pleasanton 
Preps column, email him at 

acesmag@aol.com.

4439 Stoneridge Dr., Ste. 200  |  Pleasanton
925.462.BACK  |  Most insurances accepted

www.ChiroSportsUSA.com

Centrally located in Pleasanton, our 
team of healthcare professionals are 
dedicated to putting you back in motion 
and living pain free!

• Chiropractic

•  Massage 
Therapy

• Cryotherapy

• SpineForce

We offer the following services:
• Physiotherapy

• Deep Tissue Laser Therapy

•  Active Release Technique 
(A.R.T.)

• RockTape

($300 Value) Valid for new 
patients only. Appointments 

required and 24 hour  
cancellation policy applies.

($60 Value) Valid for new 
patients only. Appointments 

required and 24 hour  
cancellation policy applies.

$50 $29
Chiropractic Exam  
& One Hour Massage

Introductory  
Cryotherapy Session

6 T H  A N N U A L

SWing for Cancer Therapies
G O L F  T O U R N A M E N T

Castlewood Country Club
S E P T E M B E R  6 ,  2 0 1 8

www.healingtherapiesfoundation.org
925-249-6771

T I C K E T S  I N C L U D E

Pre-Tournament Coffee, Donuts, and Games!
On Course Food, Beer, Wine, Tequila, Music, and Games!

An After Party with Dinner, Auctions, DJ Music, and Awards!

REGISTER  NOW  for  Early Bird Pricingthru August 6 at  sjwhtf.dojiggy.com

KAREN JOHNSON 

The Pleasanton Little League 10-year-old Tournament Team celebrates its 
victory. 

TRI-VALLEY KARATE

Local martial artists shine  
in Sacramento
Athletes who study at Tri-Valley Karate in Pleasanton recently compet-
ed at the 25th annual Sacramento Karate Championships, with nine 
of the martial artists combining to bring home 18 medals, including 
five first-place awards.
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BY RYAN J. DEGAN

certain summertime favorite 
in Pleasanton is celebrating 
a milestone anniversary of 

providing the Tri-Valley with udderly 
delicious products.

Local residents may be able to guess 

that this institution is Meadowlark 
Dairy in downtown Pleasanton, which 
is officially marking its 99th year in 
operation in 2018. 

“It’s nice because it is really historic,” 
resident Barbara Smith said while en-
joying Meadowlark ice cream with 
her daughter and grandchildren at the 
Pleasanton Police Department’s Cone 
with a Cop community event last 
week. 

“When (my daughter) was a kid, 
we would come up here, way back 
when. It’s really nice to see some of the 
businesses that were here still be here, 
and it feels good to support local busi-
nesses,” Smith said. 

As a local staple for nearly a century, 
Meadowlark Dairy is probably syn-
onymous with Pleasanton for almost 
every resident. 

Originally founded by Walter Briggs 
Sr. on 153 acres of land off Foothill 
Road in 1919, Meadowlark holds the 
distinction of becoming the first cer-
tified dairy in California, earning a 
grade A designation for cleanliness and 
quality.

In its original days — before its con-
version to a family-favorite ice cream 
parlor — the dairy housed cows and 
had facilities to process the raw milk 
produced by the herd on the land that 
is now home to the city’s historic Alvi-
so Adobe Community Park. The dairy 
products, particularly milk, butter and 

cream, were then sold to schools and 
stores throughout the region. 

After World War II, Jannes and 
Janna Takens immigrated to the U.S. 
from war-rav-
aged Holland 
and eventually 
made their way 
to Pleasanton, 
where they 
worked for the 
Meadowla rk 
Dairy owners. 

In 1958, the 
Takenses signed 
a 10-year lease 
for the dairy and 
then bought it 
in the 1960s 
after the original owner’s death. They 
soon moved the dairy’s cows to Tracy, 
and in 1969, they built the drive-thru 
processing plant in downtown Pleas-
anton at 57 W. Neal St. that still stands 
today.

Jannes and Janna sold the dairy to 
their son Bruce, in the early ‘80s. Bruce 
would become the first in the Takens 
family to produce ice cream in Pleas-
anton, and he eventually converted 
the family’s milk processing plant into 
the drive-thru/walk-up ice cream shop 
Meadowlark  is now known for.

“Ice cream started when my dad 
was making school deliveries back 
when we were still doing our own 

processing,” said Bruce’s son Jesse, 
who now owns Meadowlark with his 
wife Kelsey. 

“My dad bought a van from the 
school district 
after they said, 
‘OK we are 
going to auc-
tion off these 
vans and then 
whatever is in-
side of them 
you have to 
take with it.’ 
After he bought 
it, in the back 
was an ice 
cream machine, 
and he thought, 

‘Well why don’t I try to make some ice 
cream mix?’ And that’s what he did,” 
Jesse said. 
 Meadowlark’s focus would soon shift 
when Bruce also decided to sell the 
family cows and outsource their milk 
production; today the store gets its 
dairy products from Crystal Creamery 
in Modesto.

“Three days a week we would pro-
cess milk here and put it into cartons 
and bottles and sell it to schools and 
other businesses all around,” said 
Jesse’s uncle Robert, who remembers 
helping build the dairy roof in 1969. 
“In the mid ‘80s, 1986 I think, we 
sold the cows. Got out of the cow 

RYAN J. DEGAN

The Takens family has owned the Meadowlark for roughly 50 of the dairy’s 
99 years of operation. This year, the third generation of Takens has taken over 
ownership of the dairy, shown above from left to right Kelsey, Mason, Caleb 
and Jesse Takens.

ERIKA ALVERO

Meadowlark Dairy’s drive-thru, built in 1969, originally allowed Pleasanton residents to quickly pick 
up their milk, butter and eggs downtown. Today, the store is primarily used for drive-up or walk-up 
ice cream purchases, although the dairy does still sell milk, bacon, eggs and more.

MEADOWLARK

An advertising poster from Meadowlark Dairy’s early days.
MEADMEADOWLAOWLAO RKK

An advertising poster from Meadowlark Dairy’s early days.

‘We love the dairy. 

They have great 

service, their ice cream 

is the best in town 

and we just love it.’

Azin Shetty,  
Local resident
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Above: Meadowlark’s cow herds used to roam land on what is today Alviso 
Adobe Community Park. (Photo courtesy of Meadowlark). Below: Three 
generations enjoying Meadowlark ice cream this summer: Mya, Leila and 
Sam Gutierrez with grandma Barbara Smith. (Photo by Ryan J. Degan).

business and just became retail.”
Meadowlark still sells milk, but-

ter and cream among other items, 
but today its primary product is its 
beloved soft-serve ice cream, which 
comes in a variety of flavors and 
non-dairy options.

“Ice cream is really what we try 
to make money on,” Jesse said. “The 
land is so expensive out here that 
you can’t really keep cows (here) 
anyways.”

Bruce operated Meadowlark until 
January, when he retired and passed 
it to the third generation of Takenses 
to operate the dairy, trusting it in the 
hands of Jesse and Kelsey. 

The dairy has seen its share of 
changes over the decades but not as 
much as the city of Pleasanton, ac-
cording to Robert, reflecting on the 
city’s shift from agricultural roots to 
the much higher populated, residen-
tial suburb it has become. 

So after 99 years in business, what 
does the Takens family say is Mead-
owlark Dairy’s key to success?

“Honestly I think it’s the kids; 
they’re always happy,” Jesse said, 
referring to the local high school 
students who work the dairy, a senti-
ment echoed by his family. 

“Hiring the local kids keeps the 
energy up and the circle going so to 
speak,” Robert added.

Jesse explained that during the 
summer, the dairy usually employees 
roughly 40 high school students to 
help with the increased demand for 
Meadowlark’s frozen treats. When 
the summer ends and the teens begin 
returning to school, that number is 

expected to decrease by over 50%. 
“In about two weeks we are going 

to lose at least 18 so that’s always 
fun,” Jesse said with a laugh. 

“I think listening to what the 
people want, being neighborly and 
keeping prices down always helps,” 
Kelsey added, good-naturedly. 

Whatever the reason, plenty of 
ice cream lovers from across the 
Bay Area will come by to sample 
the dairy’s products, and Pleasanton 
residents in particular seem to ap-
preciate the ice cream. 

“We like the flavors and the expe-
rience. It’s like the only dairy around 
here anymore where you can do this. 
Usually we drive through and eat it 
in the car, but it’s nice out today,” 
Sarah Fosson said, enjoying a cone 
outside Meadowlark on Friday af-
ternoon. “We live in San Ramon and 
will drive down 20 minutes to come 
here; it’s for the experience.” 

“We like this place. We love the 
dairy. They have great service, their 
ice cream is the best in town and we 
just love it,” Azin Shetty said Friday 
while at the dairy with her three 
sons. “We actually come here a lot.” 

“Nu-uh,” protested her son 
Nathan.

“We do once a week and that’s still 
not enough for them,” Azin laughed.

Acting as the cherry on top of cel-
ebrating the 99th anniversary, Mead-
owlark was again selected by Weekly 
readers as their favorite spot for ice 
cream/frozen yogurt in this year’s 
Readers’ Choice contest. 

The owners said they work hard 
to bring people together and will 

hold community-oriented events like 
Cone with a Cop, which it hosted 
July 25 for the third year in a row. 

“It’s an icon in Pleasanton. They’ve 
always been very supportive, when 
we looked for a partner for sum-
mertime events a couple of years 
ago, they stepped up and we’ve 
been doing it ever since,” Pleasan-
ton police spokeswoman Shannon 
Revel-Whitaker said of Meadowlark. 
“The ice cream is the best, and the 
employees. I mean (Meadowlark) 
is everything that Pleasanton repre-
sents. They are friendly, small-town 
and personable. It’s great.” 

While the summer will soon be 
nearing an end, Meadowlark isn’t 
going to let the slower season stop 
the fun. Starting next month, the 
dairy will introduce a new ice cream 
flavor every week, rotating a wide 
variety of flavors to try.

In all, 11 special flavors will be 
produced, including New York 
cheesecake, mint chocolate chip, 
marshmallow, peppermint patty, 
toasted coconut, cookies and cream, 
Nutella, cookie dough, praline, red 
velvet and s’mores. The order is not 
yet specified, so residents will get to 
be surprised by what flavor comes 
up each week. 

“We did a Twitter post asking 
what flavors people would most like 
to see, and mint chip was the most 
popular. So we’re going to do that 
and a few others. Why not? It will 
be fun,” Jesse said. “Working here 
you have fun while you’re doing 
it. It makes the work even more 
rewarding.” 

COVER STORY

ERIKA ALVERO

Left: Nga and Jacky Li have been coming to Meadowlark for several years, saying it is a great and convenient place 
for family. Right: The Takens family agrees the dairy’s success is due in large part to the hiring of local teens, like 
Nicole Dees, who help make a fun work environment.
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BY ERIKA ALVERO

airan Quazi, one of Las Positas College’s 
newer students, probably has a lot in 
common with his fellow, intellectually 

curious classmates. He loves to talk politics, 
he practically lights up when you mention 
gravitational forces and don’t get him started on 
dystopian connections between George Orwell’s 
“1984” and current events.

But the gregarious Pleasanton resident is very 
different in one other respect: he’s 9 years old.

Kairan is what is known as profoundly gifted, 
meaning that his IQ is over 180, scoring him in 
the top 0.1% of the population. Fewer than one 
in a million people join him in this select group, 
and they come from all walks of life: profound 
giftedness is found worldwide, crossing nation-
ality, race, class and linguistic barriers.

He began attending Las Positas this sum-
mer, at the recommendation of an educational 
therapist, and he will continue there on top of 
his normal school day at a Bay Area school for 
gifted children for the next three years.

So far, the other students in his college alge-
bra class have taken well to his presence, and he 
feels he can participate like anyone else.

“I’m comfortable asking questions,” Kairan 
said. “Because I feel that you can always learn 
more than you know, right?”

Kairan had been a student at the Quarry Lane 
School for the extent of his elementary school 
career. His parents were first told he was gifted 
at his 2-year-old pediatric appointment, said his 
mother Jullia Quazi, and they continued to be 
informed of his high intelligence level — espe-
cially by teachers — over the next several years. 
But they didn’t pay attention to it, focusing 
instead on his socialization, she said.

“We’ve just pretty much ignored it, and just 
focused on the socialization and peer group 
dynamics,” Jullia said.

At the same time, their parenting philosophy 
was to always answer his questions, and if they 
didn’t know the answer, to look it up with him. 
With a child like Kairan, though, this can prove 
exhausting and overwhelming, starting pre-
dawn with questions about Stormy Daniels and 
ending at bedtime with a debate on Crimea.

It wasn’t always easy for Kairan in school 
either. He often got called out for talking 
out of turn, and he was easily frustrated by 
what he thought was too simplistic, even at 
Quarry Lane, a private school known for 
academic rigor.

He’s the hit of all social gatherings, Jullia said 
— friends and family call him “The Senator” 
because he comes in and immediately starts 
talking politics.

“It’s charming for a three-hour party, right? 
When you’re living with it for 12 hours a day 
every day ... it’s really difficult,” she said.

She and her husband continued to disregard 
his giftedness, at least in the classroom — Kai-
ran’s extracurricular resume includes martial 
arts, Mandarin, piano and coding (he’s profi-
cient in 12 programming languages right now).

In third grade, however, Kairan’s parents real-
ized something had to change — their happy 
child had turned sullen. He became disengaged, 
refused to participate in classroom activities and 
came home angry and frustrated.

So they finally capitulated to teachers’ and 
pediatricians’ suggestions, bringing him to the 
Summit Center, a site that specializes in work-
ing with gifted kids. There he was tested by Dr. 
Dan Peters, a psychologist and executive direc-
tor of the center.

Peters said he couldn’t comment specifically 
on Kairan’s case, due to confidentiality rules, but 
in his experience treating a wide range of gifted 
children, he said frustration with traditional 
schooling is common.

“Think about an adult who is going to a 
job day after day, that’s not stimulating, that is 
repetitive, and where the person is not able to 
pursue their goals and passions, that is not ap-
preciated for what they can contribute,” he said. 
“That adult will tend to maybe feel numb over 
time, start to get depressed, start to get anxious, 
not want to go to work. The very same thing 
happens to kids.”

Per Peters’ recommendation, Jullia said, Kai-
ran will now be heading to Helios, a school in 
Sunnyvale that specializes in teaching gifted 
kids like him. The school caters to their learn-
ing needs, she said, offering more differentiation 
and Socratic-style debate, and allowing students 
to delve deeper into topics at their own pace.

They also decided to enroll him at Las 
Positas, with the hope that he could skip 
high school altogether and head straight to 
college. The enrollment process wasn’t easy, 
as the admissions panel was somewhat skep-
tical about the 9-year-old’s ability to handle 
the workload and structure of a college class, 
according to Jullia. 

In particular, gifted students like Kairan often 
see “developmental asynchrony” between their 
intellectual or academic abilities and their basic 
“executive functioning,” Peters said.

“So what we typically see with gifted indi-
viduals — not all but especially with younger 
gifted individuals — is you have advanced 
cognitive and/or academic abilities, but their 
executive functions, their organization, their 
time management, their ability to regulate 
their behavior and their emotions, often lags 
far behind,” Peters said.

Kairan’s executive functioning, though, is 
not low at all, Jullia said. And he won over 
the panel.

Paula Schoenecker, a Las Positas learn-
ing skills instructor, met with Kairan for an 

official measure of his executive functioning 
— he “performed way beyond” her expecta-
tions, she said.

“I found Kairan to be a breath of fresh air,” 
Schoenecker said. “He is easy to talk to and 
very interesting. I thought I would have to 
dummy down the text of the test questions, 
but not so. He fully knew what he was being 
asked at every level.

“It is great that we can help him with his 
educational experience,” she added. “I believe 
forcing a student such as Kairan to follow the 
typical educational path would prove very de-
structive to his innate curiosity and would leave 
him bored and frustrated.”

He’s now pursuing associate degrees in math 
and chemistry at Las Positas. Someday, he said, 
he hopes to become a neurosurgeon astronaut.

“Would you like it if you had an astronaut 
who couldn’t remember if he was going 
to Venus or Mars?” he asks. “There’s a big 
difference — if you go to Venus you’ll prob-
ably die. If you go to Mars there’s no atmo-
sphere.” Good point.

He’s also part of Mensa and the Davidson 
Institute. Mensa is an international nonprofit, 
a high-IQ club for those whose score is in 
the top 98th percentile, while the Davidson 
Institute, based in Reno, Nev., is just for pro-
foundly gifted people and offers many helpful 
resources, his mother said.

And community is important for students 
like him. Because though super-intelligence can 
seem singularly advantageous, it can neverthe-
less be a difficult and isolating path for a child 
— and for a parent.

“Parents don’t ask to have a child that 
doesn’t fit into the mainstream,” Peters said. 
“These types of kids require a different, more 
tailored education to help them grow in a 
healthy way.” 

Tri Valley Life What’s happening around 
the Valley in music, theater, 

art, movies and more

What’s happ
the Valley in m

art, mov

ERIKA ALVERO

Young Pleasanton resident Kairan Quazi has been identified as profoundly gifted, meaning his IQ score is in the top 0.1% of the population. To better engage his intellectual prowess, he is now attending 
Las Positas College on top of his regular lessons at a school for gifted children. 
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TRI VALLEY LIFE

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

 People and pets aren’t the only 
things wilting in the summer heat. 
High temps are tough on many 
plants.
 Flowers dramatically droop when 
thirsty but trees often don’t show 
the effects of too little water until 
too late.
 “A tree will get stressed by a cer-
tain event or years of drought but a 
lot of times, it won’t show up for five 
to 10 years,” said Joe Berg, an arbor-
ist with the Davey Tree Expert Co. 
who has worked in Pleasanton for 12 
years.
 Roots will die out during a drought 
allowing fungal diseases in the root 
system, he explained.
 “It’s tough for a tree, going from 
one heavy stress to another heavy 
stress,” Berg said. “Typically when 
they die, it is not just one thing 
that happens. There will be drought, 
then fungal disease, then bark beetles 
come in.”
 “Many houses I go to, the trees are 
in obvious signs of decline and it is 
too late,” he noted. “When you get 
to the point where the tree shows 
signs of distress, a lot of times it is 
too late.”
 The place to start, Berg pointed 
out, is planting the right trees for 
Pleasanton in the first place.
 “Plant one that is more drought-
tolerant and you are going to win,” 
he said. “Plant more native species 
that have adapted to our climate.”
 Many non-native birch trees and 
redwoods have been planted in the 
Tri-Valley, he said, and they make 
attractive landscaping.
 “But pine trees end up getting at-
tacked by bark beetles — they bore 
into the tree and disconnect the vas-
cular system,” Berg said.
 Trees send out “drought signals,” 
which attract the beetles, and the 
trees cannot produce enough sap to 
defend themselves.
 Arborists often spray or inject trees 
to prevent damage by bark beetles.
 “If homeowners buy their own 
insecticides, they really have to make 
sure they are wearing the proper 
protective equipment,” Berg said.

 Well-maintained trees increase 
property values by as much as 15% 
while an attractive landscape can 
boost values up to 30%, Davey Tree 
estimates. Trees also, of course, re-
duce pollutants in the air and pre-
vent erosion.
 When people ask for recommen-
dations about what trees to plant, 
Berg said he tells them: “Look around 
the neighborhood and see what is 
doing well.”
 Pleasanton soil varies, even from 
yard to yard.
 “This is not a natural soil column 
that has been undisturbed for eons,” 
Berg said. “We have had bulldozers 
run through, disturbance and com-
paction. A low spot in a yard may 
have been compacted more — or 
may have more clay in it.”
 This makes it difficult for trees to 
get proper amounts of water.
 “Drainage is one of the biggest 
factors in tree mortality,” Berg said. 
“The tough thing with the drought is 
that too much water and not enough 
water look very similar.”
 Proper watering is key to trees’ 
survival. Young trees need water 
to establish deep root systems, ac-
cording to California Urban Forests 
Council, and mature trees require 
more water when growing near 
“heat traps” such as driveways and 
foundations.
 The council recommends watering 

young trees twice a week and mature 
trees once a week, about five gallons 
of water, directly with a hose or a 
five-gallon bucket. Berg said deep 
watering is even better.
 “Landscape irrigation is great but 
it doesn’t penetrate nearly as deep 
as what trees need,” Berg said. 
“You’d be lucky to get down six 
inches, and tree roots are down 
three to four feet.”
 Watering probes are available, he 
said, that hook onto a hose.
 Professional deep-root watering 
services bring a tanker and inject 
200 gallons of water at high pressure.
 “You want to get water down to 
where roots of the tree are,” Berg 
said. “You need to get a deep root 
soak. Water is a big, big deal.”
 Proper mulching is also impor-
tant. An arborist might do “vertical 
mulching,” drilling holes into the 
oil and backfilling them with ben-
eficial, porous materials.
 “Mulching trees keeps the roots 
cool and soaks up water so it doesn’t 
leave the planting area,” Berg said. “It 
improves soil structure and increases 
the microbial activity, with worms 
and insects, giving it a natural soil 
profile like in a forest.”
 Fertilizing is important for urban 
soil because it is often depleted of 
nitrogen, he added.
 “Proper TLC is the most important 
thing,” Berg said. 

Parched trees in P-town
Enough water needed to keep away fungus, harmful beetles

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

 The Taylor Family Foundation 
is holding its 28th annual Day 
in the Park fundraiser Aug. 26 at 
Camp Arroyo with a legendary 
lineup of entertainment.
 The reunited Revolution, a 
band that was put together by 
Prince in 1983, has put the event 
on its tour and will perform hits 
including “Purple Rain,” “Around 
the World in a Day” and “Parade.
 The event also will feature 
local news personalities ABC7/
KGO TV’s Cheryl Jennings and 
Mike Nicco, radio personalities 
and KCBS food and wine editor 
Narsai David.
 This year’s auction features 
gourmet food, wine and beer 
from top restaurants, winer-
ies and breweries. Live auction 
items include private chef dinners 
and sports packages, red carpet 
events, luxurious vacations and 
other glamorous packages.

 Day in the Park proceeds sup-
port The Taylor Family Foun-
dation’s mission to enhance the 
lives of children living with life-
threatening and chronic illnesses 
and developmental disabilities.
 The foundation was established 
by Elaine and Barry Taylor in 
1990. Ten years later, it opened 
Camp Arroyo in the hills sur-
rounding Del Valle Regional Wil-
derness; for thousands of chil-
dren year-round, the residential 
camp is a place to explore in an 
ideal outdoor setting.
 The foundation also helps 
with therapeutic experiences and 
grants. Sophie’s Place, the foun-
dation’s mobile music therapy 
program, helps at the camp and 
those who are homebound or 
patients in Northern California 
hospitals.
 Individual tickets for Day in the 
Park are $200. Visit www.ttff.org 
or call 455-5118. 

Camp Arroyo 
fundraiser to feature 

legendary band
28th annual Day in the Park helps  

enhance kids’ lives

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Deep-root watering ensures trees receive enough moisture even during a drought.

Structures inspire art
 “Cascading Light” by Anne Suberca-
seaux is part of “Underpinnings,” an 
exhibit opening at the Harrington Gallery 
at the Firehouse Arts Center. The show 
explores the skeletal structure of bridges, 
freeways, architecture and art itself with 
works by five artists. The exhibit kicks off 
with a public reception from 7-9 p.m. 
next Thursday and runs through Sept. 
15. A youth class, “Buildings & Bridges,” 
will take place Sept. 13 in conjunction 
with the exhibit; register beginning Aug. 
15 at Pleasantonfun.com.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

 In recognition of the upcoming 
100-year anniversary of the end 
of the Great War, the Museum 
on Main has invited Gen. John J. 
“Black Jack” Pershing to share his 
experiences as commander of the 
American Expeditionary Force on 
the Western Front.
 Historian/actor Doug Mishler 
will bring Gen. Pershing to life 
as part of the Ed Kinney Lecture 
Series at the Firehouse Arts Center 
at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. Aug. 14. He 
will share his opinions on how the 

United States went from a grow-
ing nation focused on a frontier 
army in the 19th century to a 
global power participating in the 
first World War. 
 The performance at 7 p.m. is 
sold out, but there are still tick-
ets to the matinee. Tickets are 
$15 general admission; $10 se-
niors and students; $7 members 
of Museum on Main. Purchase at 
www.museumonmain.org or at the 
museum, 603 Main St. 

—Dolores Fox Ciardelli

Gen. Pershing  
coming to town

WWI general to give insights, courtesy of museum

COURTESY MOM

Historic picture of Gen. John J. Pershing
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR COMMUNITY  POST CALENDAR ITEMS AT PLEASANTONWEEKLY.COMCalendar
Theatre 
DISNEY’S “THE LITTLE MERMAID” 
At 8 p.m. on July 28 and 2 p.m. 
and 8 p.m. on Aug. 4,  Disney’s 
“The Little Mermaid” will be shown 
at the Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. For more 
information, visit the TVRT website 
trivalleyrep.org.

THE GOLDEN FOLLIES PRESENT 
THERE’S NO BIZ LIKE SHOW 
BIZ At 2 p.m. on Saturday and 
Sunday,  Aug. 11 and 12, two 
big shows at the Firehouse Arts 
Center Theater, 4444 Railroad Ave. 
Wiggy Darlington will put in an 
appearance. Tickets available at 
www.firehousearts.org, 931-4848, 
at the Center Box Office or at the 
door 2 hours before performances, 
if not sold out.  

Concerts 
THE APES AT CONCERT IN THE 
PARK At 7 p.m., on Friday, Aug. 3, 
at Lyons Wayside Park, 4444 First 
St., The Apes brings Contemporary 
Rock to Concert in the Park. 

TOMMY AND THE 4 SPEEDS AT 
CONCERT IN THE PARK At 7 p.m. on 
Friday, Aug. 10, at Lyons Wayside 
Park, 4444 First St., Tommy and 
the 4 Speeds bring 1950’s to 
1970’s tunes to Concert in the Park 

MAX CRUISE AT CONCERT IN THE 
PARK At 7 p.m. on Friday, Aug. 17, 
at Lyons Wayside Park, 4444 First 
St., Max Cruise is bringing Rock, 
Pop and R & B tunes to Concert in 
the Park.

TUESDAY TUNES  At 6:45 p.m.,   on 
July 31, Aug. 7 and Aug. 14, in 
front of the Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore, Tuesday 
Tunes is presented by Livermore 
Cultural Arts Council. Different 
bands perform each week. Free. Go 
to lcac.org for more information.

TRI-VALLEY JAZZ TRIO + GUIDO 
FAZIO  At 7 p.m., on Aug. 10, at 
Inklings, 530 Main St., Saxophonist 
Guido Fazio will be appearing 
with the Tri-Valley Jazz Trio. Free. 
Go to trivalleyjazz.org for more 
information.

Talks & 
Lectures 
PLEASANTON 2020 FORUM From 
7:30 to 8:30 a.m. on the second 
Wednesday of each month, in the 
Chamber Conference Room, 200 
Bernal Ave., The 2020 Forum meets 
to discuss various topics.   If you 
wish to receive topic notifications, 
contact scott@pleasanton.org. 
Scott Raty, President/CEO. Go to 
business.pleasanton.org for more 
information.

LIVERMORE-AMADOR GENEALOGICAL 
SOCIETY TALK At 7 p.m. on 
Monday, Aug. 13 at Congregation 
Beth Emek, 3400 Nevada Court, 
the Livermore-Amador Genealogical 
Society presents Steve Minniear, 
giving a talk on his new book, 
“History of Dublin”.  No charge, 
visitors are welcome.  

Fundraisers 
OPEN HEART KITCHEN’S BLACK & 
WHITE PARTY FUNDRAISER From 
6 to 10 p.m. on Friday, Aug. 17, 
at the Palm Event Center, 1184 
Vineyard Ave., Open Heart Kitchen 
is holding its annual fundraiser to 
help support the hungry of the Tri-
Valley. Enjoy an evening of fine food 
and wine, live music, and auctions. 
Purchase 9 tickets and get 1 free. 
Visit donate.openheartkitchen.org.

Family 
CHARACTERZ KIDZ FAMILY GAME 
NIGHT  At 6 p.m. on the first Friday 
of the month, at Characterz Cafe, 
5424 Sunol Blvd., we hold a Free 
Family Fun Night for all ages. Bring 
a game to share or play one of 
ours. Contact crystaldiamond@
characterzcafe.com for more 
information.

Museums & 
Exhibits 
UNDERPINNINGS, NEW FINE ART 
EXHIBIT From 12 to 5 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 
and from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on 
Saturday,  Aug. 8 through Sept. 
15 at the Harrington Gallery in 
The Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave., this exhibit will 
explore the skeletal structure of 
bridges, freeways, architecture, 
and includes prints, paintings, and 
ethereal paper structures.  

Food & Drink 
AXIS COMMUNITY HEALTH From 
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the third 
Thursday of each month, at Axis 
Community Health, 4361 Railroad 
Ave., free, fresh produce and more 
will be distributed. Information on 
CalFresh and MediCal enrollment 
will also be available. For 
information call 462-1755.   

Lessons & 
Classes 
FREE COMPUTER TUTORING From 
5 to 6:30 p.m., Tuesdays, and 
from 1 to 4 p.m. on Thursdays, 
at the Pleasanton Library, 400 
Bernal Ave., come in if you need 
help with downloading e-books 
from the library to your e-reader, 
sending e-mail attachments, social 
networking, blogging, general 
internet questions. Call first to 
confirm 931-3400 ext. 4.  

Health & 
Wellness 
FINDING WELLNESS CLASSES FOR 
SENIORS Classes meet from 1:30 
to 3 p.m. on Thursdays, beginning 
July 26 at Congregation Beth Emek, 
3400 Nevada Court.  A free 6-week 
fun and interactive series of classes, 
including 20 minutes of gentle 
exercise, designed to promote 

healthy living and well being. Open 
to seniors 60 and better.  

Support 
Groups
GRIEF SUPPORT MEETINGS At 
7:30 p.m. on  Aug. 9 and 23, 
our bimonthly workshop for 
grief support will be held at St. 
Elizabeth Seton, 4001 Stoneridge 
Drive. All are welcome regardless 
of religious affiliation. Go to 
catholicsofpleasanton.org for 
additional information.  

AL-ANON AND ALATEEN Al-Anon 
and Alateen offer hope and 
strength for families and friends 
of problem drinkers. Contact 277-
7661 or help@AlanonTriValley.
org. Go to alanonTriValley.org. 
Pleasanton.  

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE 
BLIND This group for visually 
impaired or blind persons meets 
from 1 to 3 p.m., on the second 
Saturday of each month at Valley 
Memorial Hospital, 1111 E. Stanley 
Blvd., Livermore. Call Carl at 449-
9362.  

EAST BAY ESSENTIAL TREMOR 
SUPPORT GROUP From 10 a.m. to 
noon on the third Saturday of each 
month, at the Alcosta Senior & 
Community Center, 9300 Alcosta 
Blvd., San Ramon, join us if you 
would like to learn more about this 
common movement disorder. For 
more information visit eastbayet.
com, call 487-5706 or email 
eastbayet@comcast.net.   

LUPUS AND FIBROMYALGIA SUPPORT 
GROUP At 12 p.m. on the third 
Saturday of each month, the group 
meets at the Weekes Library, 
217300 Patrick Ave., Hayward, 
(off Tennyson Road) Contact 
janetip510@yahoo.com for more 
information. 

WIDOWS AND WIDOWERS GROUP 
From 7 to 9 p.m., on Tuesdays, 
June 19 thru Aug. 22, at Valley 
Community Church, 4455 Del Valle 
Pkwy., this course is presented 
for all widows and widowers. The 
workbook is $15. Contact Linda 
Husted 833-9013 or lihusted@
sbcglobal.net if you would like to 
attend or learn more about the 
group.  

Seniors 
MEN OF BREAKFAST At 8:30 a.m. 
on the first and third Tuesday of 
the month at the Pleasanton Senior 
Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd., join the 
Men of Breakfast or MOB for a cup 
of coffee and friendly discussion. 
Bring a newspaper and whatever 
topics pique your interest.  

PHOTO CLUB From 2 to 4 p.m. 
on the second Wednesday of the 
month at the Pleasanton Senior 
Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd., the photo 
club is open to any senior who 
enjoys the hobby of photography 
at any level. It is suggested that you 
have some form of a digital camera. 
Cost is $2 for residents, $2.50 for 
non-residents. Call 931-5365 for 
more information.  

EYE GLASS ADJUSTMENTS AND 
CLEANING From 10:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. on the second Tuesday 
of the month, at the Pleasanton 
Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd., 
stop by to have your eye glasses and 
sunglasses cleaned and adjusted by 
a representative from Sears Optical. 
For more information call 931-5365.  

Teens 
YOUTH COMMISSION MEETING At 
7 p.m. on the second Wednesday 
of the month at the Pleasanton 
Operations Services Center, 3333 
Busch Road, The Pleasanton Youth 
Commission meets to discuss 
advice to  the City Council on 
youth-related issues and to promote 
an understanding and appreciation 
of community affairs among 
Pleasanton youth. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL POOL PARTY On 
Aug. 10, from 5:30 to 8 p.m. at the 
Dolores Bengtson Aquatic Center, 
4455 Black Ave., the last pool party 
before school starts will be held for 
incoming 6 to 8th graders. Party 
will include music, games, contests, 
prizes, food and more. Cost is $15. 
Register today at pleasantonfun.
com - code 7642.  

Government
ZONE 7 WATER AGENCY BOARD 
MEETING At 7 p.m. on the third 
Wednesday of each month at the 
Zone 7 offices, 100 North Canyons 
Parkway, Livermore, The Board 
of Directors holds their meetings, 
which are open to the public. 
Community members may provide 
comment on any agenda item, and 
may address the Board about non-
agenda items during each meeting’s 
Citizens Forum. Agendas are posted 
at least 72 hours prior to meetings.  

ECONOMIC VITALITY COMMITTEE 
MEETING At 7:30 a.m., on the 
third Thursday of the month in 
the Remillard Conference Room, 
3333 Busch Road, The Committee 
meets to promote Pleasanton 
for its competitive advantages 
as highlighted in our Pleasanton 
Economic Assets Report.  Visit 
admin.cityofpleasantonca.gov for 
more information.

CIVIC ARTS COMMISSION MEETING  
At 7 p.m., on the first Monday 
of the month, at 200 Old Bernal 

Ave., City Hall, the Commission 
meets to promote the acquisition, 
construction and installment of 
works of public art in Pleasanton. 
Go to cityofpleasantonca.gov for 
more information.

Community 
Groups 
PLEASANTON NORTH ROTARY From 
12:15  to 1:30 p.m. every Friday at 
Haps Original Steaks and Seafood 
at 122 West Neal St., we meet for 
lunch. Learn more about us online 
at pnr-rotary.org. Public Relations 
Contact Stacey Blaney, 872-4036, 
or email stacey@denalidatasystems.
com.

HACIENDA PARK TOASTMASTERS 
CLUB GUESTS AND NEW MEMBERS 
WELCOME Join us from 12 to 1 
p.m., Thursdays at The Corrie 
Center, 7950 Dublin Blvd, 3rd 
Floor Conf. Rm., Dublin. Improve 
public speaking, communication 
and leadership skills. 
HaciendaTM@gmail.com, 398-
3257 or visit Toastmasters.org.  

PLEASANTON LIONS CLUB At 6:30 
p.m. on the second and fourth 
Tuesday of the month at Inklings, 
530 Main St., the Pleasanton 
Lions Club meets. No dinner will 
be served. For more information 
visit pleasantonlionsclub.org or call 
872-7552.  

ASSISTANCE LEAGUE OF AMADOR 
VALLEY Meetings are at 7 p.m. on 
the third Thursday of the month 
at The Parkview, 100 Valley Ave. 
All ladies are invited to join this 
dedicated group of volunteers, 
reaching out to those in need in 
the Tri-Valley. Contact 461-6401 
or assistanceleagueamadorvalley@
yahoo.com for more information. 

Volunteers 
LITERACY/ESL TUTOR TRAINING 
From 1 to 5 p.m. on Aug. 18, at 
the Pleasanton Library Meeting 
Room, 400 Old Bernal Ave., 
discover the special rewards of 
becoming a literacy volunteer tutor. 
Training and all resources provided. 
Visit cityofpleasantonca.gov for 
more information. 

Adopt Troy 
today
No need to visit this Troy 
in a Trojan Horse ... The 
gates are open to adopters. 
There’s no trick to adopt-
ing this friendly 4-year-old, 
49-pound male Border 
Collie mix. Adopt Troy at 
Valley Humane Society, 
3670 Nevada St. in  
Pleasanton. Visit  
valleyhumane.org or  
call 426-8656  
for more information.

PET OF THE WEEK

VALLEY HUMANE SOCIETY/C. BOWERS
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TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS GO TO FOGSTER.COM

fogster.com THE TRI-VALLEY’S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE
Fogster.com offers FREE postings online and the opportunity for your ad to appear in print to more than 80,000 readers. You 

can log on to fogster.com 24/7, and your online ad starts immediately. Some ads require payment. 

Bulletin
Board

115 Announcements
DID YOU KNOW  
that newspapers serve an engaged 
audience and that 79% still read a 
print newspaper? Newspapers need to 
be in your mix! Discover the Power of 
Newspaper Advertising. For more info 
email cecelia@cnpa.com or call  
(916) 288-6011. (Cal-SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW  
7 IN 10 Americans or 158 million U.S. 
Adults read content from newspaper 
media each week? Discover the Power 
of Newspaper Advertising. For a free 
brochure call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

EVERY BUSINESS  
has a story to tell! Get your message out 
with California’s PRMedia Release — the 
only Press Release Service operated by 
the press to get press! For more info 
contact Cecelia @ 916-288-6011 or 
http://prmediarelease.com/california 
(Cal-SCAN)

140 Lost & Found
Reward for return: Diamond Ring  
Reward for return.  
 
Lost diamond ring with engraving 
“Forever” 
  
Lost on Bernal Ave, North Side, between 
Mirador and Independence Drives.  
 
Please contact if found, for return and 
reward. 
Thank you. 

145 Non-Profits 
Needs
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT  
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. FREE 
3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care of. 
Call 1-844-491-2884 (Cal-SCAN)

Got an older car, boat or RV?  
Do the humane thing. Donate it to the 
Humane Society. Call 1-844-335-2616 
(Cal-SCAN)

For Sale
202 Vehicles Wanted
WANTED! Old Porsche  
356/911/912 for restoration by hobbyist 
1948-1973 Only. Any condition, top $ 
paid! PLEASE LEAVE MESSAGE 1-707-
965-9546. Email: porscherestoration@
yahoo.com. (Cal-SCAN)

210 Garage/Estate 
Sales
Pleasanton, 3545 Glacier Ct. South, 
Aug 5, 8-1  
Garage sale Sunday, Aug 5 from 8:00 to 
1:00. Cut glass, Hummels, china vases, 
tools, 6” joiner, antique cameras, auto 
trailer, electronics, speakers, mixers and 
audio, antique erector set, costume 
jewelry and more.

Pleasanton, 3905 Fairlands Drive, 
August 4- 7:30am-1:30pm  
Foothill High School Cheerleading 
Multi Family Yard Sale 
August 4th, 2018 
7:30am-1:30pm 

245 Miscellaneous
DIATOMACEOUS EARTH  
FOOD GRADE 100%. OMRI Listed-Meets 
Organic Use Standards. BUY ONLINE 
ONLY: homedepot.com (Cal-SCAN)

Mind
& Body

425 Health Services
FDA-Registered Hearing Aids  
100% Risk-Free! 45-Day Home Trial. 
Comfort Fit. Crisp Clear Sound. If you 
decide to keep it, PAY ONLY $299 per 
aid. FREE Shipping. Call Hearing Help 
Express 1-844-234-5606 (Cal-SCAN) 

Medical-Grade HEARING AIDS  
for LESS THAN $200! FDA-Registered. 
Crisp, clear sound, state of-the-art 
features & no audiologist needed.  
Try it RISK FREE for 45 Days! CALL  
1-877-736-1242 (Cal-SCAN)

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere!  
No tanks to refill. No deliveries. The All-
New Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! 
FAA approved! FREE info kit:  
1-844-359-3976. (Cal-SCAN)

Business
Services

604 Adult Care 
Offered
A PLACE FOR MOM  
The nation’s largest senior living referral 
service. Contact our trusted,local 
experts today! Our service is FREE/
no obligation. CALL 1-855-467-6487. 
(Cal-SCAN)

624 Financial
Are you in BIG trouble  
with the IRS? Stop wage & bank levies, 
liens & audits, unfiled tax returns, payroll 
issues, & resolve tax debt FAST.  
Call 855-970-2032. (Cal-SCAN)

Unable to work due to injury  
or illness? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., 
Social Security Disability Attorneys! FREE 
Evaluation. Local Attorneys Nationwide 
1-844-879-3267. Mail: 2420 N St NW, 
Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL 
(TX/NM Bar.) (Cal-SCAN)

636 Insurance
DENTAL INSURANCE  
Call Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company for details. NOT just a 
discount plan, REAL coverage for 350 
procedures. 1-855-472-0035 or http://
www.dental50plus.com/canews Ad# 
6118 (Cal-SCAN)

Lowest Prices  
on Health & Dental Insurance. We have 
the best rates from top companies!  
Call Now! 888-989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

SAVE  
on Medicare Supplement Insurance! 
Get a FAST and FREE Rate Quote from 
Medicare.com. No Cost! No Obligation! 
Compare Quotes from Major Insurance 
Cos. Operators Standing By. CALL  
1-855-690-0310. (Cal-SCAN)

640 Legal Services
DID YOU KNOW  
that the average business spends the 
equivalent of nearly 1½ days per week 
on digital marketing activities? CNPA 
can help save you time and money. For 
more info email cecelia@cnpa.com or 
call (916) 288-6011. (Cal-SCAN)

645 Office/Home 
Business Services
BRIAN WARD PAINTING  
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR.Kitchen Cabinets,S/
rock & Texture repair,Deck Restoration, 
Small jobs OK, LIC 731462. 925 323 7833.

Home
Services

707 Cable/Satellite
DIRECTV SELECT PACKAGE!  
Over 150 Channels, ONLY $35/month 
(for 12 mos.) Order Now! Get a $100 
AT&T Visa Rewards Gift Card (some 
restrictions apply) CALL 1-866-249-0619 
(Cal-SCAN)

DISH TV $59.99  
For 190 Channels $14.95 High Speed 
Internet. Free Installation, Smart HD 
DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply. 1-844-536-5233. 
(Cal-SCAN)

715 Cleaning 
Services
Convenient Cleaning  
Need a thorough cleaning on an 
occasional or reg basis? 3 hr min. $65 w/
supp. 13+ yrs exp. Natalie 925 922-3920 
Lic#2007438.

751 General 
Contracting

A NOTICE TO READERS:  
It is illegal for an unlicensed person 
to perform contracting work on any 
project valued at $500.00 or more in 
labor and materials. State law also 
requires that contractors include their 
license numbers on all advertising. 
Check your contractor’s status at 
www.cslb.ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB 
(2752). Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs that total less than $500.00 
must state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License Board. 

757 Handyman/
Repairs
Water Damage to Your Home?  
Call for a quote for professional cleanup 
& maintain the value of your home! Set 
an appt. today! Call 1-855-401-7069 
(Cal-SCAN)

Real
Estate

845 Out of Area
NORTHERN AZ WILDERNESS RANCH  
$205 Month - Quiet very secluded 38 
acre off grid ranch bordering 800 acres 
of uninhabited State Trust woodlands 
at cool clear 6,200’ elevation. No urban 
noise & dark sky nights amid pure air 
& AZ’s very best year-round climate. 
Blends of evergreen woodlands & grassy 
wild flower covered meadows with 
sweeping views across scenic wilderness 
mountains and valleys from ridgetop 
cabin site. Abundant clean groundwater 
at shallow depths, free well access, 
loam garden soil, maintained road 
access. Camping and RV use ok. Near 
historic pioneer town & fishing / boating 
lake. From $22,500, $2,250 down, 
with no qualifying seller financing. 
Free brochure with photos, additional 
property selections with prices, terrain 
maps, lake info, weather chart/area 
info: 1st United Realty 800.966.6690. 
(Cal-SCAN)

855 Real Estate 
Services
RETIRED COUPLE $$$$  
for business purpose Real Estate loans. 
Credit unimportant. V.I.P. Trust Deed 
Company www.viploan.com Call  
818 248-0000 Broker-principal  
BRE 01041073. (Cal-SCAN)

Legal
Notices

995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
TRI VALLEY MOBILE NOTARY  
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 546612 The following person(s) 
doing business as: TRI VALLEY MOBILE 
NOTARY, 4849 MOHR AVENUE, 

PLEASANTON, CA 94566, ALAMEDA 
COUNTY, is hereby registered by the 
following owner: MARK A GIUDICI, 
4849 MOHR AVENUE, PLEASANTON, CA 
94566. This business is conducted by an 
Individual. Registrant began transacting 
business under the fictitious business 
name listed herein MARCH 22, 2006. 
SIGNATURE OF REGISTRANT: MARK A 
GIUDICI, OWNER. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of Alameda 
on JUNE 27, 2018.(Pleasanton Weekly, 
JULY 13, 20, 27; Aug. 3, 2018)

ABSOLUTELY SHARP 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 546613 The following person 
doing business as: ABSOLUTELY SHARP, 
4849 MOHR AVENUE, PLEASANTON CA 
94566, ALAMEDA COUNTY, is hereby 
registered by the following owner: 
MARK A GIUDICI, 4849 MOHR AVENUE, 
PLEASANTON, CA 94566. This business is 
conducted by an Individual. Registrant 
began transacting business under the 
fictitious business name listed herein 13 
MAY 2007. SIGNATURE OF REGISTRANT: 
MARK A GIUDICI, OWNER. This 
statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on JUNE 27, 2018. 
(PLW, JULY 13, 20, 27; Aug. 3, 2018)

TRI VALLEY BASEBALL ASSOCIATION  
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 547097 
The following person doing business 
as: TRI VALLEY BASEBALL ASSOCIATION, 
5619 SAN LUIS CT. PLEASANTON, CA, 
94566, ALAMEDA COUNTY, is hereby 
registered by the following owner: 
MATTHEW W FUSON, 5619 SAN LUIS 
CT, PLEASANTON, CA, 94566. This 
business is conducted by an Individual. 
Registrant began transacting business 
under the fictitious business name 
listed herein 11 JULY 2018. SIGNATURE 
OF REGISTRANT: MATTHEW W. FUSON, 
OWNER. This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 11 
JULY 2018. (Pleasanton Weekly, JULY 
27,AUGUST 3, 10, 17, 2018). 

A TOUCH OF HEALTH 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 546984 
The following person(s) doing business 
as: A Touch of Health, located at 
80 Mission Dr. Suite A, Pleasanton 
CA 94566, Alameda County, is 
hereby registered by the following 
owner(s):VERONICA B. HORTON, 220 
Kilkare Rd., Sunol, CA 94566. This 
business is conducted by an Individual. 
Registrant began transacting business 
under the fictitious business name(s) 
listed herein 1988. Signature of the 
registrant: Veronica B. Horton, Owner. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Alameda on July 10, 
2018.  
(Pleasanton Weekly, July 27; Aug. 3, 10, 
17, 2018)

PLACE  
AN AD

 ONLINE
fogster.com

E-MAIL  
ads@fogster.com

PHONE  
925.600.0840

Fogster.com is a unique 
Web site offering postings 
from communities 
throughout the Bay Area 
and an opportunity for 
your ad to appear in the 
Pleasanton Weekly.

Now you can log on to 
fogster.com, day or night 
and get your ad started 
immediately online. 

So, the next time you 
have an item to sell, 
barter, give away or 
buy, get the perfect 
combination: print ads in 
your local newspapers, 
reaching more than 
35,000 readers, and 
unlimited free web 
postings reaching 
hundreds of thousands 
additional people!

INDEX
  BULLETIN BOARD 
100-155

  FOR SALE 
200-270

  KIDS STUFF 
330-355

  MIND & BODY 
400-499

JOBS 
500-585

BUSINESS 
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600-690

HOME 
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700-799 
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801-899

PUBLIC/LEGAL 
NOTICES 

995-997

The publisher waives any and all claims 
or consequential damages due to errors 
Embarcadero Media cannot assume 
responsibility for the claims or performance 
of its advertisers. Embarcadero Media right 
to refuse, edit or reclassify any ad solely at its 
discretion without prior notice.

•  The Pleasanton Weekly is 
adjudicated to publish in the 
County of Alameda.

•  The Pleasanton Weekly 
publishes every Friday.

Deadline: 4 p.m. Tuesday
Call (925) 600-0840

to assist you with your legal 
advertising needs.

Do You  
Know?

THINK GLOBALLY 
POST LOCALLY

THE EAST BAY’S FREE 
CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE

To respond to ads without phone 
numbers go to www.fogster.com

FOGSTER.COM
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Real Estate OPEN HOME GUIDE AND REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

This week’s data represents homes sold during 
June 6-13

Pleasanton
4664 3rd Street C. Vespi to P. Sotorrio for 
$865,000

3965 Blacow Court Pearson Trust to V. Kata for 
$1,175,000

7835 Canyon Meadow Circle #G S. Laskar to 
N. Sanas for $679,000

4218 Casterson Court Inderbitzen Trust to M. 
Niazi for $2,390,000

28 Castlewood Drive Winslow Trust to M. 
Mitchell for $1,980,000

7109 Corte Balboa Anadkat Trust to N. 
Murugasamy for $1,100,000

5721 Corte Libre S. & R. Kautz to Crug Trust for 
$1,689,000

677 Crystal Court Sabiel Trust to A. Joyo for 
$1,775,000

2223 Delucchi Drive M. & S. Macor to K. 
Hwang for $1,060,000

4211 Diavila Avenue Koronka Trust to S. Zeng 
for $1,100,000

4406 Downing Court A. Ford to Rod Properties 
for $715,000

4173 Georgis Place Y. & R. Ishikawa to S. Son 
for $780,000

412 Junipero Street K. Perkins to S. Sant for 
$1,170,000

7866 Marigold Court B. Knabenshue to M. 
Kwan for $1,180,000

5148 Merano Court Menon Trust to S. Domingo 
for $1,000,000

3107 Montpelier Court Montgomery Trust to V. 
Venkataraman for $1,240,000

5215 Muirwood Drive Pollack Trust to R. 
Hennessy for $1,245,000

7759 Oak Creek Court L. & S. Digiovanni to S. 
Atkinson for $1,340,000

8031 Oak Creek Drive S. & L. Spencer to S. 
Majumdar for $1,852,000

2037 Olivia Court Martin Trust to M. Husain for 
$1,222,000

3826 Pinot Court Landis Trust to A. Prakash for 
$1,310,000

235 Rachael Place KCMC Properties to Y. Xu for 
$699,000

6850 Riddell Street Fuccy Trust to M. 
Abdelmessih for $1,840,000

420 San Gabriel Court Kenneally Trust to A. 
Cusimano for $879,000

2308 Sandpiper Way Goodrich Trust to LL Cool 
Homes for $1,114,000

5491 Sonoma Drive T. Steiner to S. Dong for 
$965,000

7353 Stonedale Drive P. & S. Davis to D. 
Mohan for $790,500

1037 Sunset Creek Lane O. & S. Marie to 
Xander Group for $2,610,000

283 Tomas Way Northup Trust to S. Sarathy for 
$1,036,000

7204 Valley View Court W. Ro to A. Sriram for 
$830,000

2380 Via Espada J. & D. Griffith to Yee & Hsu 
Trust for $1,350,000

2580 Via Espada Stephan Trust to N. Ghosh for 
$1,280,000 

Dublin
6983 Alamo Creek Trail B. Ruthruff to A. 
Sripuram for $900,000

4556 Alta Terra Road S. & O. Guclu to S. Zhou 
for $1,250,000

8897 Bellina Commons C. & S. Ivory to N. 
Narula for $770,000

7381 Brookdale Court Maruri Trust to H. Gaar 
for $916,000

6592 Conestoga Lane J. Bhaskaran to L. 
Cunningham for $675,000

7935 Countess Court Wilburn Trust to A. 
Rathore for $815,000

7391 Dalmally Lane R. Tarkhanyan to K. Rath 
for $791,000

8595 Deervale Road Lester Trust to S. Singh for 
$938,000

3465 Dublin Boulevard #118 U. Ayub to M. 
Liao for $681,000

3385 Dublin Boulevard #225 L. Chang to J. Li 
for $653,000

HOME SALES

Source: California REsource

DANIELLE HERNANDEZ 
THE EXPERIENCE IS A�IN PINEL

DANIELLE HERNANDEZ 
License # 01960549

Serving The Tri-Valley Areas 
925.967.8221  |  danielleh@apr.com  |  danielleh.apr.com

Alain Pinel Realtors® is proud to announce our association with Danielle 
Hernandez the newest Realtor in our Tri-Valley office. In keeping with the 

tradition of APR, Danielle brings with her the spirit and poise for 
which our firm is known.

BY TIM HUNT

 David Stark, public affairs director for 
the Bay East Association of Realtors, has 
been very busy this year trying to tamp 
down what he describes as “a war against 
homeowners on the Alameda County’s 
I-880 corridor.”
 Several cities are searching for more 
revenue and are seeking to increase fees on 
real estate transactions.
 Mix in the statewide election in Novem-
ber when a measure to change the laws 
limiting rent control goes before the voters, 
and it will be a busy fall. The statewide 
Realtors’ association also has qualified an 
initiative for the ballot that will allow 
homeowners over the age of 55 to take 
their fixed property tax under Proposition 
13 anywhere in the state if they buy a less 
expensive home. 
 It promises to be quite a fight because 
the state estimates the measure would 
cost cities, schools and counties up to $1 
billion. Expect the state teachers union 
and public employee unions to spend 

substantially to oppose it. 
 Stark updated the Pleasanton Men’s Club 
on both the state and Tri-Valley real estate 
markets in his annual appearance this 
month. Statewide, he pointed out that Cal-
ifornia needs 180,000 new housing units 
annually to keep up with new households 
but has fallen 77,000 units short yearly for 
the last 20 years. 
 That shortfall, coupled with explosive 
and welcome job growth in San Francisco, 
Santa Clara and Los Angeles counties, 
have sent housing prices soaring as sup-
ply continues to shrink. That resulted in a 
key trend: The number of years people live 
in a home continues to increase, particu-
larly among Baby Boomers who could be 
expected to be in the downsizing season. 
Instead, money spent on remodeling and 
other home improvements is soaring. To 
encourage movement in the Baby Boomer, 
see Prop 13-related initiative mentioned 
previously.

The state of the local 
real estate market

In Tri-Valley, home prices continue to climb 
well above pre-recession levels

OPEN HOMES THIS WEEKEND
Castro Valley
5 BEDROOMS

5569 Cold Water Drive $1,100,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30     Susan Kuramoto 408-316-0278

Discovery Bay
4 BEDROOMS

5012 Cabrillo Point $829,950
Sun 1-4 Maureen Nokes 577-2700

Dublin
4 BEDROOMS

4216 Jordan Ranch Drive $1,395,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Jo Ann Luisi 583-1106

Livermore
2 BEDROOMS

207 Heligan Lane #8 $678,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Gina Piper 200.0202

3 BEDROOMS

458 Falcon Way $700,000
Sat/Sun 1-4  Leslie Faught 784-7979
1039 Redondo Way $799,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Gina Huggins 640-3762

6 BEDROOMS

1984 Meadow Glen Drive $1,285,500
Sun 2-5 Miranda Mattos 336-7653

Pleasanton
3 BEDROOMS

28 Colby Court $950,000
Sun 2-4 Doug Buenz 785-7777
3868 Mesa Verde Court $969,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 T. McGuire, M. Xu 586-1864
3537 Norton Way $678,000
Sun 2-4 Doug Buenz 785-7777

4 BEDROOMS

2376 Greenberry Court $1,289,000
Sat/ Sun 2-4 Doug Buenz 785-7777
7447 Laurel Court $1,290,000
Sat/ Sun 1-4 Sylvia Desin 980-1012
4261 Mairmont Drive $1,200,000
Sat/ Sun 1-4 Joan Sakyo 989.4123
7961 Paragon Circle $2,195.00
Sun 1-4 Blaise Lofland 846-6500
3294 Vermont Place $1,188,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Gina Piper 200.0202

5 BEDROOMS

1695 Germano Way $3,375,000
Sun 1-4 Uwe Maercz 360-8758
387 Mullin Court Call for pricing
Sat/Sun 2-4 Doug Buenz 785-7777
3267 Picadilly Court $1,199,000
Sat/Sun 2-4 Joyce Jones 998-3398

San Ramon
2 BEDROOMS

3118 Lakemont Drive $650,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 S. Stewart/J. Walker 989-9125

Find more open home listings at 
pleasantonweekly.com/real_estate See MARKET on Page 19
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SALES AT A GLANCE

Pleasanton (June 6 - June 13)
Total sales reported: 32

Lowest sale reported: $679,000

Highest sale reported: $2,610,000

Average sales reported: $1,258,141

Dublin (June 6 - June 13)
Total sales reported: 25

Lowest sale reported: $497,000

Highest sale reported: $1,400,000

Average sales reported: $893,780

Livermore (June 6 - June 13)
Total sales reported: 42

Lowest sale reported: $378,000

Highest sale reported: $1,500,500

Average sales reported: $941,726

Sunol (June 6 - June 13)
Total sales reported: 1

Lowest sale reported: $950,000

Highest sale reported: $950,000

Average sales reported: $950,000

San Ramon (June 15 - June 22)
Total sales reported: 40

Lowest sale reported: $465,000

Highest sale reported: $1,680,000

Average sales reported: $1,008,062

Source: California REsource

925.989.9811
minxu@apr.com
mxu.apr.com
License # 01874082

MIN XU

THE EXPERIENCE IS A�IN PINEL

APR.COM
Over 30 Real Estate Offices Serving 
The San Francisco Bay Area Including the Tri-Valley 925.251.1111

Throughout the Bay Area and Northern California - from San Francisco to Lake Tahoe,
Carmel to Wine Country - our level of service is second to none. 

925.382.9746
ltraurig@apr.com
ltraurig.apr.com
License # 01078773

 LINDA TRAURIG
925.413.9306
susiesteele@apr.com
susiesteele.apr.com
License # 01290566

SUSIE STEELE
925.548.6534
cspaulding@apr.com
cspaulding.apr.com
License # 02033139

CHRISTINA SPAULDING
510.220.0703
kott@apr.com
kimott.com
License # 01249663

KIM OTT & ASSOCIATES

925.577.2700
mnokes@apr.com
mnokes.apr.com
License # 00589126

MAUREEN NOKES
925.519.9080
kmoxley@apr.com
moxleyteam.com
License # 00790463

KRIS MOXLEY
925.209.9328
lilym@apr.com
lilym.apr.com
License # 01975835

LILY MCCLANAHAN
925.321.6104
jluisi@apr.com
joannluisi.com
License # 01399250

JO ANN LUISI
925.846.6500
blofland@apr.com
blaiselofland.com
License # 00882113

BLAISE LOFLAND REAL ESTATE GROUP

510.506.2072
ilipetski@apr.com
bayfamilyhomes.com
License # 01372992

IZABELLA LIPETSKI
408.316.0278
skuramoto@apr.com
skuramoto.apr.com
License # 01199727

SUSAN KURAMOTO

925.989.9811
lindag@apr.com
lindag.apr.com
License # 01412619

LINDA GOVEIA
925.699.3122
jhabluetzel@apr.com
janicetherealtor.com
License # 01385523

JANICE HABLUETZEL

925.621.4063
sjolley@apr.com
seanpjolley.com
License # 01981029

SEAN JOLLEY
925.455.5464 
lkking@apr.com
lkking.apr.com
License # 01142949

KELLY KING
East Bay Director of Career Development

925.251.1111
mkotch@apr.com
mkotch.apr.com

MARK KOTCH

925.963.7940
kgaskins@apr.com
katgaskins.com
License # 01137199

KAT GASKINS

925.918.0332
dangamache@apr.com
trivalleyhomesearch.com
License # 01237538

DAN GAMACHE
925.980.3561
linda@apr.com
lindafutral.com
License # 01257605

LINDA FUTRAL
925.784.7979
leslie@apr.com
lesliefaught.com
License # 01027778

LESLIE FAUGHT
925.699.1969
cduarte@apr.com
cduarte.apr.com
License # 01981056

CHRIS DUARTE
925.519.4497
aduarte@apr.com
aduarte.apr.com
License # 01938648 

APRIL DUARTE

408.455.1697
jjohnson@apr.com
realtybyjessica.com
License # 01723385

JESSICA JOHNSON
925.344.9983
thartford@apr.com
thartford.apr.com
License # 02047065

TERESA HARTFORD

JESSICA JOHNSON
THE EXPERIENCE IS A�IN PINEL

JESSICA JOHNSON
License # 01723385

Serving The Tri-Valley Areas 
408.455.1697  |  jjohnson@apr.com  |  realitybyjessica.com

Alain Pinel Realtors® is proud to announce our association with Jessica 
Johnson the newest Realtor in our Tri-Valley office. In keeping with the 

tradition of APR, Jessica brings with her the spirit and poise for 
which our firm is known.

Homeownership rates, particularly in 
people under 50, continue to drop — it’s 
particularly low (25%) in people under 35. 
That likely means that most Californians 
will be renters by 2040.

Turning to the Tri-Valley scene, prices 
continue to climb well beyond pre-reces-
sion levels. One key metric — the number 
of homes sold annually — has remained in 
a narrow range across the valley since 2012. 

Median sales prices have climbed steadily 
in the same period so all cities except 
Livermore now are more than $1 million. 
In the four cities, a substantial majority of 
the home sales were between $1-$1.5 mil-
lion. In Livermore, the highest percentage 

was $600,000-$690,000 with $700,000-
$799,000 and $1-$1.5 million also close. 

Considering whether the prices are real-
istic, Stark’s stats show that through June 
homes in each market are selling for more 
than asking price. And the days-on-the-
market stats for the resales are 20 days or 
less across the area.

Bottom line: Supply is constrained, the 
Tri-Valley is desirable, and there are few 
places that combine quality public educa-
tion, plenty of quality job opportunities 
and housing prices — compared to the 
elsewhere in the Bay Area — still within 
range. 

Editor’s note: Journalist Tim Hunt has covered the 
Tri-Valley community for more than 40 years. 

He writes a “Tim Talk” blog that appears twice 
a week at PleasantonWeekly.com.

REAL ESTATE

MARKET
Continued from Page 18
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1026 Pineto Place, Ruby Hill

$5,100,000 Double-Ended

1 Brozosky Hill Lane, Pleasanton

$3,499,0000 Double-Ended

So
ld

515 Kalthoff Common, Ruby Hill

$3,950,000 Represented Seller

So
ld

8211 Moller Ranch Drive, Pleasanton

$1,798,888  Represented Seller

So
ld

3906 Rockingham Drive, Pleasanton

$1,165,000  Represented Buyer

L
is

te
d

301 Kalthoff Common, Ruby Hill

5 Bed   7 Bath   8,626 Sq Ft   17.42 Ac   $3,888,000

Sonali Sethna
Broker Associate 
925.525.2569
sonali.sethna@compass.com

DRE 01194792

Uwe Maercz
Broker Associate 
925.360.8758
uwe.maercz@compass.com

DRE 01390383

Ju
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1695 Germano Way, Ruby Hill

5 Bed   7 Bath   7,330 Sq Ft   0.65 Ac   $3,375,000 

6701 Koll Center Parkway, Ste. 250, Pleasanton, CA 94566

A Team That 
Speaks Your 
Language

Open Sunday
 1–4pm

463 Montori Court, Ruby Hill

5 Bed   3 Bath   3,023 Sq Ft   0.19 Ac   $1,728,888

40+

600+

$600M+

100+

Years of Experience

Properties Listed & Sold

In Closed Transactions

Homes Sold in Ruby Hill

$39M+ Year to Date
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B L A I S E  L O F L A N D  R E A L  E S TAT E  G R O U P
Blaise Lofland - Marti Gilbert - Kelly McKaig - Amanda Bowen - Megan Capilla

Professional  Real Estate Services         Connecting People and Property

925.846.6500    •    BlaiseLofland.com    •    BLofland@Apr.com
CalBRE#00882113

SQUA R E FOOTAGE , ACR E AGE , A N D OT H ER I N FOR M AT ION H ER EI N, H A S BE EN R ECEI V ED FROM ON E OR MOR E OF A VA R I ET Y OF DIFFER EN T SOU RCE S. SUCH I N FOR M AT ION 
H A S NOT BE EN V ER IF I ED BY A L A I N PI N EL R E A LTOR S®.  IF I MPORTA N T TO BU Y ER S, BU Y ER S SHOU L D CON DUC T T H EIR OW N I N V E ST IG AT ION.

3234 MARILYN COURT, PLEASANTON 
Location, Location, Location! Check Out this Expanded Single Level “Parkview” 
Model in the Desirable Parkside Community! Highly Upgraded Throughout with 
Remodeled Expanded Gourmet Kitchen with Granite Countertops, Custom Cabi-
nets & Stainless-Steel Appliances, Expanded Family Room (Great Room) with Fire-
place. Remodeled Bathrooms, Upgraded Milgard Windows, Extensive Engineered 
Wood Flooring & New Carpeting, Beautifully Landscaped, Private Backyard with 
In-Ground Pebble Tech Pool/Spa and BBQ Area. Included is a Spacious Three Car 
Garage. This Central Pleasanton Location is Convenient to Everything Including Ad-
jacent Ken Mercer Sports Park, Downtown Pleasanton, Stoneridge Regional Mall 
and both BART Stations. Just minutes to Livermore Valley’s Wine Country! For more 
information and/or a private showing contact the Blaise Lofland Real Estate Group. 

JUST CLOSED AT $1,450,000

PARKSIDE

7961 PARAGON CIRCLE, PLEASANTON
Highly Upgraded La Jolla Model with Downstairs Master Suite in Desirable Laguna 
Oaks! Located Away from Freeway. This Impeccably Maintained Home Has 4 Bed, 
Bonus Room, 3 ½ Bath and 3886 Square Feet. It’s Situated on a Large Premium .35 
(15,662) Lot with Pleasanton Ridge Views from the Private Expansive Rear Grounds. 
Front & Rear Landscaping Upgraded in 2016. Recently Completely Remodeled 
Beautiful Gourmet Kitchen Opens to Remodeled Family Room. Spacious Master 
Suite with Fireplace and French Doors to Backyard Patio and Sitting Area. Upgraded 
Master Bathroom Includes New Large Walk-In shower and Recently Installed Closet 
Organization Systems in Double Walk-In Closets. Two Zone Heating and Air Condi-
tioning, Tile Roof and Air Conditioned 4 Car Garage with Electrical 220V Upgrades 
for Workshop Option. Save $1,000’s with Owned Solar System. South Pleasanton 
Location Provides Quick Access to Freeway for Silicon Valley. Quiet Community In-
cludes No Thru Traffic, Pool/Spa, Clubhouse Park(s) and Tennis & Basketball Courts. 
Minutes to Downtown Pleasanton and Many Livermore Wineries. For More Informa-
tion and/or a Private Showing Contact The Blaise Lofland Real Estate Group.

OFFERED AT $2,195,000

LAGUNA OAKS

Don Faught, Alain Pinel Realtors Pleasanton Office Manager, is 
pleased to announce that Megan Kristine Capilla  has taken a 
new position in our Pleasanton Office. 

Starting her career in the industry  for 3 years  with Chicago 
Title  she then became  an escrow coordinator  here at our 
Pleasanton office. Capilla  has taken the next logical step  by 
joining The Blaise Lofland Real Estate Group and their team of 
licensed professionals.  Megan  states, “I’ve positioned myself 
properly and am very excited to join this well-respected and 
experienced team, comprised of Blaise Lofland (32 years), Marti 
Gilbert (24 years), and Kelly McKaig (16 years). This is a perfect 
opportunity for me to take the next step in my real estate career, 
allowing me to work more directly with people, which I really 
enjoy. My clients can work with me while also benefitting from 
my new team’s combined 72 years of experience. This makes 
this move a win/win for me and my clients!”
 
Blaise Lofland, founder of The Blaise Lofland Real Estate Group, 
states, “We are very pleased to have Megan join our team. She 
has the positive attitude, enthusiasm, and the integrity that’s 
required. I’m particularly excited because when I initially entered 
the business, I was mentored by Diane Brittain, Leah Jones, and  
Pat Burns, Megan’s Grandmother. I am ready to pay it forward.”

WELCOME MEGAN

JUST CLOSED OPEN SUNDAY 1-4
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1025 Madsen Court | 4bd/4ba 
Margie Lupo | 925.200.0717 

DRE # 01193496 
Classic Custom Ironwood Home 

PLEASANTON  $1,685,000 
10701 Cull Canyon Rd. | 4bd/2.5ba 

Ellen Goold | 925.667.7235 
DRE # 01926766 

Your Dream Escape in the Heart of 
the Bay Area 

CASTRO VALLEY  $1,575,000 
5501 DeMarcus Blvd. #644 | 3bd/2ba 

Mary Furnace | 925.202.4505 
DRE # 01961460 

Represented Buyer 

DUBLIN 

6971 Corte Verde | 4bd/3ba 
Denise Ivaldi | 510.325.7997 

DRE # 00606070 
Highly Desirable Neighborhood 

PLEASANTON  $1,399,000 
1958 Oak Park Blvd. | 3bd+Den/3ba 

Neal Berry | 925.785.1636 
DRE # 01884567 

Lovely New Construction Home 

PLEASANT HILL  $2,000,000 
215 Flicker Court | 4bd/2ba 

Janine Collins | 925.872.9545 
DRE # 02015138 

Represented Buyer 

LIVERMORE  $860,000 

308 S. Eagle Nest Lane | 3bd/2.5ba 
Frank Trifeletti | 925.984.6378 

DRE # 00389840 
Relaxing, Luxurious Living at its Finest 

BLACKHAWK  $985,000 
2046 Pinot Court | 4bd/3.5ba 
Bill Aboumrad | 510.816.3611 

DRE # 00768163 
Stunning Livermore Valley Home 

LIVERMORE $1,699,950 
625 Via Del Sol | 3bd/2ba 
Julie Lauer | 925.963.2842 

DRE # 01418971 
Sold with 12 OFFERS 

Call for Pricing 

LIVERMORE 

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE SINCE 1971 

Equal Housing Lender. This is not a commitment to lend or extend credit.  Restrictions may apply. Rates may not be available at 
time of application. Information and/or data are subject to change without notice. All loans are subject to credit approval. Not all 
loans or products are available in all states. Bay Equity LLC, 28 Liberty Ship Way Suite 2800, Sausalito, CA  94965. NMLS ID#76988. 
Licensed by the Department od Business Oversight under the California Residential Mortgage Lending Act-#4150077. 

NMLS #1515374   370 Diablo Road Suite 105, Danville, CA  94526 

PLEASANTON 
 

4637 Chabot Dr. #115 
Pleasanton, Ca 94588 

(925)621-1200 

608 Main St, Suite G 
Pleasanton, Ca 94566 

(925)621-1201 

Other Locations to 
serve your needs: 

 
DANVILLE

LIVERMORE 
FREMONT 

CUPERTINO 
 

LegacyREA.com 
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459 Main St., Pleasanton  |  660 Main St., Pleasanton  |  2300 First St., Suite 316, Livermore  |  Broker License #02065804

JENNIFER HAUS
Team Leader
925.628.4077

Jennifer.Haus@kw.com

Keller Williams Realty is a company that changes lives. 
Contact me about a career with KW. 

BECOME PART OF SOMETHING BIGGER

A REAL ESTATE TECHNOLOGY COMPANY

Gail Boal 
REALTOR® LIC # 01276455

925.577.5787
www.gailboal.com

Call me for  
a no obligation 
market analysis 
on your home! 

Maximize your home’s value  
call Gail! 925-577-5787

6016 CORTE CALERA COURT, PLEASANTON 
4 Bedroom, 2 baths, completely remodeled gorgeous single story home-! Fantastic 

CALL 925-577-5787 FOR PRICING 

PENDING WITH MULTIPLE OFFERS

Keller Williams  
Tri-Valley
2300 First St.  
Suite 316,
Livermore 

WEDNESDAY,  
SEPTEMBER 5th
6:00-7:00 PM 

YOU’RE INVITED TO KELLER WILLIAMS’

CAREER NIGHT
THINKING ABOUT A CAREER 
IN REAL ESTATE? 
LEARN HOW TO BE A SUCCESS

Are you results oriented 
Strategic 
Motivated 
Learning Based 
Accountable 
Yes? 
This one hour could be a game changer

For more information/to register: www.TriValleyRealEstateschool.com 

DeAnna Armario  
& Liz Venema

REALTORS® DRE LIC # 01363180 and 01922957
DeAnna-Liz@ArmarioVenemaHomes.com

925.260.2220 & 925.413.6544
ArmarioVenemaHomes.com

3504 MERCATO COURT, RUBY HILL
Elegant Craftsman Home with Guest House

5BR, 4.5BA, 4761+/- Sq. Ft.
OFFERED AT $2,495,000

JUST LISTED
KW TRI-VALLEY  

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
INTERESTED IN A CAREER IN REAL ESTATE?

LEARN HOW TO BE A SUCCESS!!

| CONTROL YOUR INCOME WITH OPPORTUNITIES  
 TO EARN 100% COMMISSIONS

| LET US GIVE YOU ALL THE TOOLS YOU NEED  
 TO BE SUCCESSFUL

|  ALIGN YOURSELF WITH THE #1 REAL ESTATE 
COMPANY IN THE U.S.

| WE PRIDE OURSELVES AS AN INDUSTRY LEADER  
 AND INNOVATOR

Register at www.trivalleyrealestateschool.com
Tuesday, August 7th from 7-9 pm

2300 First St. Suite 316, Livermore

LLOYD R. STEERE
925.404.3394

lloyd@lloydsteere.com
www.lloydsteere.com

BRE # 02009176

SOLD

4 BD  |  3BA |  3,368 sq. ft. 
Spectacular home located in a quiet 

throughout! Sizable lot includes 

COMING SOON

495 Junipero Street,
Pleasanton

4 BD  |  2 BA  |  2,019 sq. ft. 
Great location, in a great 

For more information, call (925) 209-9411
Rebecca “Tiger” Harrison

“A RIVER RUNS THRU IT”

Sun 8/5 – 11 am to 3 pm and Sat 8/11 – 1 to 4 pm…  

Check out our  
commercial real estate.
NO MATTER THE PROPERTY TYPE OR SERVICE NEED,
OUR COMMERCIAL SPECIALISTS ARE COMMITTED TO YOUR NEEDS

KWCOMMERCIAL.COM

When you work with a KW Commercial broker, you aren’t just 
working with a single broker, you’re hiring a vast network of 
dedicated, results-driven real estate professionals. 
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THE ADDRESS IS PLEASANTON

THE EXPERIENCE IS A�IN PINEL

A�MO   $4,700,000 

100 Alamo Ranch Road  |  6bd/5/3ba 
D. Teigland/M. Jamshidnejad  |  925.285.2459

License # 0955926  |  01482134
BY APPOINTMENT

PLEASANTON   $2,449,000 

1208 Shady Pond Lane  |  5bd/5.5ba 
Tim McGuire  |  925.895.9950

License # 01349446
BY APPOINTMENT

PLEASANTON   $2,275,000 

3304 Medallion Court  |  6bd/4ba 
Janna Chestnut |  925.876.6105

License # 01875289 
BY APPOINTMENT

DUBLIN   $1,395,000 

4216 Jordan Ranch Drive  |  4+bd/3.5ba 
Jo Ann Luisi  |  925.583.1106

License # 01399250
OPEN SAT & SUN 1:00-4:00

LIVERMORE   $1,285,500 

1984 Meadow Glen Drive  |  6bd/3ba 
Miranda Mattos  |  925.336.7653

License # 01260301
OPEN SUNDAY 2:00-5:00 

CASTRO VALLEY   $1,100,000 

5569 Cold Water Drive  |  5bd/3ba 
Susan Kuramoto  |  408.316.0278

License # 01199727
OPEN SAT & SUN 1:30-4:30

LIVERMORE   $700,000 

458 Falcon Way  |  3bd/3ba 
Leslie Faught  |  925.784.7979

License # 1027778
OPEN SAT & SUN 1:00-4:00

SAN RAMON   $650,000 

3118 Lakemont Drive  |  2bd/2ba 
S. Stewart/J. Walker  |  925.989.9125

License # 02039967  |  01346202
OPEN SAT & SUN 1:00-4:00

FREMONT   $1,100,000 

4236 Tanager Terrace  |  3bd/2ba 
Leslie Faught  |  925.784.7979

License # 1027778
BY APPOINTMENT

PLEASANTON   $969,000 

3868 Mesa Verde Court  |  3bd/2.5ba 
T. McGuire M. Xu  |  925.586.1864
License # 01349446  |  01874082

OPEN SAT & SUN 1:00-4:00

DISCOVERY BAY   $829,950 

5012 Cabrillo Point  |  4bd/2ba 
Maureen Nokes  |  925.577.2700

License # 0589126
OPEN SUNDAY 1:00-4:00

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources.
Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel Realtors®.  If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.

APR.COM
Over 30 Real Estate Offices Serving The Bay Area  
Including Pleasanton 925.251.1111

LIVERMORE   $799,000 

1039 Redondo Way  |  3bd/2ba 
Gina Huggins  |  925.640.3762

License # 01243739
OPEN SAT & SUN 1:00-4:00


