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To me, she is a living legend.
Without the love and support of my mom, 

I would not be the woman I am today. 
Now it's my turn to give back to her.

Do you have a living legend in your life you would like to
celebrate? Tell his or her story using #honoryourlivinglegend 
or email honor@homecareassistance.com. Your loved one
may be featured on our website or Facebook page! 

Select stories will be chosen to win a prize valued 
between $50 to $1000

Extraordinary Care for a Legendary Loved One
9 out of 10 seniors prefer to age in the comfort of their own homes
where they spent so much time creating fond memories. Now is
your chance to help your aging loved one stay where he or she
wants with the help of a top quality caregiver. Our extensively
trained, experienced caregivers provide quality care that promotes
greater independence, health and well-being for our clients. Call
us today to learn how we can help your family!

925-820-8390
190-G Alamo Plaza, Alamo, CA 94507
www.HomeCareAssistance.com

Let us help you honor your living legend!
HonorYourLivingLegend.com • #HonorYourLivingLegend

Apply for a Visa Balance Transfer
or Holiday Consolidation loan

from UNCLE!

Need to untangle yourself
from holiday debt?

Special LOW RATES available
through January 31, 2015!

*Balance transfers must be completed between 11/1/2014 and 1/31/2015 to be eligible for promotional rates. Promotional rates on transferred balances will be effective for 12 billing cycles after the cycle in which the transfer takes place; then the rate on transferred balances will 
change to the then-current purchase APR consistent with the Cardholder Agreement. Promotional balance transfer rates under this offer range from 1.99% APR to 9.99% APR for VISA® Platinum cardholders and 2.99% APR to 10.99% APR for VISA® Platinum Rewards cardholders 
depending on creditworthiness. Cash advance fee is 2% of advance amount. No Balance Transfer fee. No annual fees. **Promotional APRs for qualified applicants approved between 11/1/2014 and 1/31/2015 ranges from 5.99% to 10.99% depending on creditworthiness; not all 
approved applicants will be offered a promotional APR. Application must be approved by 1/31/15 to qualify for promotional APR. Cannot be used to refinance an existing UNCLE personal loan. †To receive $100 membership bonus, you must be a new UNCLE member. One $100 
bonus per member (per unique SSN). You must open an UNCLE checking account and authorize a minimum monthly direct deposit of $100. You must be 18 years old. You must live, work, study or worship in Contra Costa, Alameda, Stanislaus or San Joaquin counties. Your new 
member bonus will be credited to your UNCLE checking account at the end of the month following the month in which the first direct deposit is verified and we must receive the first direct deposit within 60 days of your date of membership.

Quick and easy online application.

But don’t wait — apply now at unclecu.org/apply!

Check out these special post-holiday RATE offers:

for 12 months and NO BALANCE TRANSFER FEE

RECEIVE $100
when you join

UNCLE Credit Union!†

Need to untangle yourself
from holiday debt?
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I joined other veterans, military 
families and well-wishers last 
Saturday to greet Marine Sgt. 

Bradley Dougherty on his safe re-
turn from Afghanistan. This was 
the first welcome home celebration 
of 2015, an event sponsored by the 
Pleasanton Military Families (PMF) 
organization and the local VFW 
and American Legion posts.
 More than 70 well-wishers 
waved American flags and “Wel-
come Home” banners as Brad 
pulled up to the home of Kim 
and Terry Beatty on Via San Blas, 
just off Valley Avenue. Mayor Jerry 
Thorne was there along with City 
Council members Jerry Pentin and 
Kathy Narum. Pleasanton firefight-
ers and police also lined the narrow 
residential street as Fred “Spike” 
Schau and his Warriors Watch Rid-
ers escorted Dougherty to the flag-
decorated Beatty home.
 Dougherty is here because he 
served with the Beatty’s son Alex, 
who talked him into enrolling to-
gether at Las Positas College after 
their active duty ended. A native 
of Severn, Md., Dougherty said the 
Pleasanton “influence” got to him. 
With his mother who traveled here 
from Severn for Saturday’s celebra-
tion, Dougherty talked about how 
the many and frequent packages 
of treats and necessities PMF sends 
to Pleasanton men and women 
soldiers are the talk of the military, 
with our town highly visible for its 
outreach efforts.
 Kim Beatty, who served as the 
emcee for the hour-long celebra-
tion, said she is still laughing 
because she’d never heard Brad 
talk so much and do it in front 
of such a large crowd. She also 
praised members of the PMF who 
“swooped in” and transformed her 

house into the perfect patriotic 
stage for the Dougherty homecom-
ing. “I am so proud to be part of 
PMF. I love sharing the homecom-
ing experience. How incredible it 
is. I know the state of Maryland 
will be introduced to how it’s done 
in P-town.”
 Dougherty’s is one of many 
homecomings we’ll be expecting 
this year as the U.S. winds down its 
involvement in Afghanistan. Still, 
there are many from Pleasanton 
still serving, as PMF’s founder Chris 
Miller’s yellow streamers on Main 
Street show. PMF chairwoman 
Pat Frizzell said at least 150 from 
Pleasanton are currently on active 
duty, with deployments in Bahrain, 
Uganda, Liberia, Okinawa, Ger-
many, Japan and Honduras as well 
as Afghanistan. Two are on ships in 
the Persian Gulf.
 When they come home, we’ll be 
there to celebrate and thank them 
for their service.  

AROUND  
PLEASANTON

BY JEB BING

About the Cover
The Pleasanton Weekly’s winter Staying Healthy section (pages 11-15 
inside) highlights the life-coaching trend, exercising on the slopes and new 
ways to eat vegetables. Cover design by Lili Cao.

Vol. XV, Number 52

Again, we welcome 
home our soldiers

Beat the
WINTER BLUES

with our cheese sale!
FRIDAY, JANUARY 23

30% OFF
BLUE

CHEESES*

www.newleaf.com

Vintage Hills Shopping Center, 3550 Bernal Avenue, Pleasanton

925-621-7660 • Open Daily 8am-9pm

Bernal  Ave.

Santa  Rita Rd. Stanley Blvd.

1s
t S

t. Vineyard Ave.

580

*Select cheeses. Whiles supplies last. Limited to stock on hand.

in the cheese department

JEB BING

Huge American flag serves as the 
backdrop for Pleasanton’s welcome 
home celebration Saturday for 
Marine Sgt. Bradley Dougherty, 
just back from deployment in 
Afghanistan.

JEB BING

Marine Sgt. Bradley Dougherty stands in the center of this group of 
well-wishers in Pleasanton’s traditional “Welcome Home” celebration for 
returning soldiers, held Saturday in front of home of Kim and Terry Beatty 
on Via San Blas.
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Streetwise
ASKED AROUND TOWN

What do you do to calm 
yourself down when you are 

feeling anxious about things?
Sandey Grinn
Actor

I go outside and I breathe a whole lot 
of deep breaths. I find that this helps 
me to take a step back and clear my 
mind of anxiety and anger. And then 
of course with a clearer head, comes 
calmer action.

William Cooper
Airline pilot

I go out for a bike ride. Whether I 
ride slow or fast, or do an easy ride 
or a hard ride, it just feels good to 
be outdoors in the fresh air, getting 
some exercise. It really calms not just 
my mind, but also my body, spirit and 
soul.

Cameron Sellars
Semi-retired

I focus on my breathing and I pay 
attention to my breath, as this really 
relaxes my mind and body. I also 
record myself when I’m calm, giving 
myself advice that I can then listen to 
when I’m feeling nervous, in order to 
calm myself down.

Diane Wood
Loan officer

I pray. I find that praying is very com-
forting and calming for me, and it 
slows down my heart rate and reduces 
my anxiety.

Katie Cooper 
Elementary school student

I like to play video games and Legos 
because it is a time when I can do 
whatever I want. It is very calming for 
me to be able to do things the way I 
want to do them, instead of having 
everyone else tell me what to do and 
how to do it.

Have a Streetwise question? Email editor@PleasantonWeekly.com

The Pleasanton Weekly is published every Friday by Embarcadero Media, 5506 Sunol 
Blvd., Suite 100, Pleasanton, CA 94566; (925) 600-0840. Mailed at Periodicals Post-
age Rate, USPS 020407. The Weekly is mailed upon request to homes and apartments 
in Pleasanton. Print subscriptions for businesses or residents of other communities are 
$60 per year or $100 for two years. Go toPleasantonWeekly.com to sign up and for 
more information. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Pleasanton Weekly,  
5506 Sunol Blvd., Suite 100, Pleasanton, CA 94566. ©2014 by Embarcadero Media. 
All rights reserved. Reproduction without permission is strictly prohibited.

—Compiled by Nancy, Jenny and Katie Lyness

PRESS PL Y
NOW’S THE TIME TO TAKE ACTION!

TRY A FREE CLASS*

7090 JOHNSON DRIVE | PLEASANTON, CA 94588

*Some restrictions apply. Must be a local resident and first-time guest 
21 years of age or older to receive free class pass. One per household. 

Call or come in between 9am and 7pm. ID required. Expires 1/31/15.

CALL: (925) 271-0562   -OR-   VISIT WWW.CLUBSPORTS.COM

The family of Donald J. Beerntsen, 83, 
grieves his death on Dec. 5 at his home in 
Oakmont, Ca. Don loved California, in 
part due to his life-long love of Nature – 
hiking, birding, and exploring the state’s 
mountains, rivers, deserts and coasts.

Born in Green Bay WI, most of his 
education was acquired there, at St. 
Patrick’s schools and St. Norbert’s College. 
At Iowa State, Ames, he studied physical 
chemistry, worked at the National Radiation Lab and received his 
PhD in 1959. He wed Janice Penman, of Hudson WI that same 
year. They divorced in 1975.

He spent the bulk of career doing metallurgical research for 
Kaiser Aluminum in Pleasanton CA after brief stints at Allis-
Chalmers, and Carborundum. The family built a vacation cabin 
near Yosemite during the late 1960’s and Don built his own 
retirement home in Quincy CA in the early 1990’s.

He always had a quick mind, incessant curiosity, a sense of 
humor (often very dry!) and enjoyed traveling (domestically and 
internationally), skiing, biking, playing bridge, tennis, golf, and 
lawn bowling in his later years. He very much enjoyed working 
on his homes and gardens, including a passion for bonsai. He 
shared much of this with his three daughters, who survive: Dawn 
Sauceman, Hudson WI; Lisa Beerntsen (Tony Speirs), Graton 
CA; Karen (Jeff) Maxfield, Calistoga CA. Other survivors are 
his sisters, Laverne Langlais, Denver CO; Margaret Timmerman, 
Green Bay WI; and two brothers, Leroy of Green Bay and Jerry of 
Waupaca, WI. He thoroughly enjoyed his grandchildren, Lauren 
and Claire Maxfield of Calistoga CA, and Andrew Sauceman, 
Chicago, IL, and Nathan Sauceman St. Paul, MN.

A man of great wisdom, many accomplishments, much love 
and dedication to his family, he will be deeply missed by all who 
knew him.

Memorial contributions can be sent to the Audubon Society or 
Nature Conservancy. The family thanks Memorial Hospice for 
helping with Don’s care in the final weeks.

Donald J. Beerntsen

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Two Locations to serve you:
1807 Santa Rita Rd, Pleasanton

Phone (925) 846-0660
652 Main Street, Pleasanton

Phone (925) 846-0727
www.truevalue.com/pleasanton

Ask Us About: 
Rescreening Or New Window 
Screens, Sharpening Knives,  
Scissors, Chainsaws, Mower 

Blades and Many  
Garden Tools. 

2014

$6999
Chip Car Key

(Some Restrictions 
Apply)

We Now 
Sell Dog 
Food

Now 
Open
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Newsfront
Citizen of the Year

 Alameda County District At-
torney Nancy O’Malley will be 
honored as “Citizen of the Year” 
this Saturday (Jan. 24) at a dinner 
hosted by the Tri-Valley Com-
munity Television Foundation at 
Garre Vineyards in Livermore. 
 The event is one of several 
this year sponsored by the TV30 
Foundation, which is headed by 
former Livermore Mayor Mar-
shall Kamena. 
 TV30 is marking its 39th year 
as the broadcasting voice of the 
Valley with a host of unique and 
special programs for 2015. 
 For more information about 
the dinner event, visit coty.tri-
valleytv.org or call 784-3448.

Swalwell appointment
 U.S. Rep. Eric Swalwell (D-
Dublin), whose district includes 
Pleasanton, has been appointed 
to serve on the House Perma-
nent Select Committee on Intelli-
gence, which oversees the activi-
ties of U.S. intelligence agencies. 
 “As we face escalating threats to 
our security, I will work to make 
sure our government is vigilant-
ly protecting Americans, while 
being true to our values around 
privacy and civil liberties,” Swal-
well said in a statement last week.
 The second-term congress-
man served on the House 
Homeland Security Committee 
during his first term. Swalwell 
cited increasing America’s cy-
bersecurity capabilities among 
his top priorities, and he said he 
would strive to work with both 
parties to achieve the country’s 
national security goals. 

Religious response
 Lynnewood United Methodist 
Church is set to host a presenta-
tion next month on “A Theolog-
ical Response to Religious Ex-
tremism,” by theologian Karen 
Leslie Hernandez.
 Hernandez, who focuses on 
Christian-Muslim understand-
ing as well as religious fun-
damentalism and extremism, 
will tackle the question of how 
do people respond theologi-
cally and religiously to current 
events in the world, according 
to church officials.
 The event is scheduled to 
run from 7-9 p.m. on Feb. 8 
at the church, 4444 Black Ave. 
For more information, visit the 
church’s website at www.lyn-
newood.org or call 846-0221. 

Correction
 In our cover story last week 
(TV30: Watching the Tri-Valley, 
Jan. 16, 2015), we failed to 
mention that Pleasanton artist 
Charlotte Severin was a co-
founder of the nonprofit televi-
sion system along with Darla 
Stevens.

DIGEST

BY JEB BING

With the clock approach-
ing 10 p.m. and only 
two men — both firemen 

— left in the room, the Pleasanton 
City Council Tuesday night ten-
tatively approved a new 3.5-year 
contract with unionized firefighters 
in the Livermore-Pleasanton Fire 
Department that provides 3% pay 
increases each year over the next 
four years. 
 Tuesday night’s discussion was 
officially labeled an “Introduction 
of Proposed Memorandum of Un-
derstanding” between the cities of 
Pleasanton and Livermore, the joint 
powers operating authority, and the 

International Association of Fire-
fighters, Local 1974. 
 Although the four-member coun-
cil — with Mayor Jerry Thorne in 
Washington, D.C., absent — gave 
its thumbs up to the agreement, 
the contract’s official consideration 
by Pleasanton and Livermore will 
come next month. 
 The contract covers all employ-
ees of the department through fis-
cal year 2017-18 at a cost of $4.9 
million, to be shared by the two 
cities. Pleasanton’s share would be 
$2.45 million. 
 As part of the proposed agree-
ment, union members would also 
increase payment of their pension 

contributions by an additional 3% 
during the term of the contract, for 
a total contribution of 12% at the 
end of the 3.5-year agreement. 
 The contract, negotiated over 
the last six months, covers a total 
of 104 sworn fire personnel, and 
replaces an earlier contract that 
expired last June 30. The portion 
of Pleasanton’s obligation for the 
current fiscal year, which ends June 
30, is approximately $170,000 in 
unbudgeted costs, which will be 
paid out of the city’s general fund. 
 In her presentation to the coun-
cil Tuesday, Julie Yuan-Miu, as-
sistant city manager and the chief 
negotiator during the extended 

contract deliberations, said the 
memorandum being discussed fol-
lowed the city’s practice of intro-
ducing the key elements of a new 
contract in order to receive input 
from the public and allow for open 
discussion prior to adopting the 
agreement, which the council is 
expected to do Feb. 3. 
 Even so, except for the two fire-
men, there were no speakers to 
address the council on the new 
contract. 
 The memorandum was reviewed 
and ratified by the IAFF member-
ship last month. The Livermore 

Pleasanton council gives thumbs up  
to new $2.45 million firefighters contract

Agreement, to be ratified Feb. 3, provides 3% raises in each of next 4 years

Pleasanton 
names new 

finance 
director
Pittsburg’s chief 

financial officer to 
succeed Emily Wagner

 Tina Olson has been named the 
new finance director for the city 
of Pleasanton, succeeding Emily 
Wagner, who is retiring but will 
stay on in a temporary position 
until Oct. 1 on special financial 
assignments. 
 Olson, who 
most recently 
served as the di-
rector of finance 
and administra-
tion for the city 
of Pittsburg, will 
start work on 
Feb. 2. 
 Olson became 
chief financial 
officer for Pitts-
burg in 2010 after holding a num-
ber of key positions for the city 
and county of San Francisco, in-
cluding serving as deputy director 
of finance and administration for 
Port of San Francisco. 
 During her 5 1/2-year tenure at 
the Port, Olson was responsible 
for six consecutive fiscal year capi-
tal budget cycles, working closely 
with then-Mayor Gavin Newsom, 
San Francisco’s City Control-
ler’s Office and the San Francisco 
County Board of Supervisors. She 
was also responsible for the de-
velopment and implementation of 
the Port’s 10-Year Capital Plan. 
 Olson has a bachelor’s degree in 
economics from the UC Santa Cruz 

BY JEREMY WALSH
 Two Democrats hoping to be-
come the region’s next state senator 
shared their views on key topics 
while making their cases to constit-
uents in their party during a public 
forum Monday night in Dublin.
 State Assemblywoman Susan Bo-
nilla (D-Concord) and former As-
semblywoman Joan Buchanan (D-
Alamo) discussed issues for more 
than an hour during the event 
hosted by the Tri-Valley Demo-
cratic Club as part of its effort to 
determine who to endorse in the 

upcoming special election.
 “I have been able to serve four 
years (in the State Assembly). It is 
truly an honor to serve my commu-
nity in all of these capacities. I want 
to be able to stay,” said Bonilla, 54, 
who was re-elected to a third term 
last fall to represent the 14th Assem-
bly District, which includes parts of 
northern Contra Costa County, plus 
Vallejo and Benicia in Solano County.
 “I’m very proud of the work that 
I’ve done in the State Assembly. 
I’m proud of the work we’ve done 
locally for constituents,” said Bu-

chanan, 62, the Tri-Valley’s former 
assemblywoman who was termed 
out of office last year after serving 
since 2008. “I think people send us 
to Sacramento to solve problems, 
and I think I’m good at that.”
 The two women are the only 
Democrats to date who have de-
clared their candidacy for the spe-
cial election to fill the unexpired 
term of former 7th District State 
Senator Mark DeSaulnier, who was 
elected to the U.S. House of Repre-

Bonilla, Buchanan debate at 
candidate forum

See FIREFIGHTER on Page 7

It’s all 
about 

gardening
Garden Club one of 

scores of exhibitors at 
‘Make a Difference Day’

 The Livermore Amador Val-
ley Garden Club was among the 
dozens of local service groups 
to answer questions about their 
efforts at last Saturday’s annual 
“Make a Difference Day” at the 
Pleasanton Library.
 Sponsored by the Community 
of Character Coalition and Ac-
cusplit, the event attracted hun-
dreds to a variety of exhibits and presentations at the Pleasanton Library. Exhibitors showed how their organi-
zations give service and how others may also participate in giving back. The theme was “Get Connected, Stay 
Connected through Community Involvement.”
 The Garden Club will meet at 7 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 12, in the multipurpose room at Alisal Elementary 
School, 1454 Santa Rita Road. Kermit Carter, owner of Flowers by the Sea, an online nursery located in 
Elk, Calif., that specializes in salvias, will speak on salvias that will do well locally. He will also have salvias 
for purchase.
  Visitors are welcome. For more information, call Bev at 485-7812 or sign on to the Garden Club’s web-
site, www.lavgc.org. 

—Jeb Bing

JEB BING

Beth Clark (left) and Surjit Kalra, members of the Livermore Amador Valley 
Garden Club, answer questions about gardening and club activities at 
“Make a Difference Day” last weekend.

Tina Olson

See FINANCE on Page 6See FORUM on Page 7
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BY JEB BING
In a 4-0 vote Tuesday night, the 

Pleasanton City Council suspended 
the billing penalty component of 
the city’s emergency drought man-
date for a period of 90 days. 

The 90-day suspension will allow 
time to consider the condition of 
the reservoir levels and snowpack 
in the State Water Project. 

Daniel Smith, operations servic-
es director and Pleasanton’s water 
czar, told council members that 
“we’re starting to see some favorable 
changes, especially in Lake Oroville, 
where we get much of our water.” 

The rains in December raised 
the reservoir’s level, and the Sierra 
snowpack is now at 50% of nor-
mal, a marked increase from the 
20% level at this time last year. 

Also, the state has increased its 
projected allocation for Pleasanton in 
the coming months to 15% of nor-

mal, up from zero to 10% a year ago. 
 “So we are in a better position 
than we were last year, and my 
recommendation is to suspend the 
penalties for now,” Smith said. 
 “But I would still urge the public 
to conserve,” he added. “At this 
time, the projections are all con-
jecture based on participation we 
hope to have as we go forward.”
 “We are in a wait-and-see mode 
right now regarding the final amount 
of rainfall and snowpack that we 
get for the season,” Smith said. “It’s 
important for our water users to 
understand that emergency drought 
measures could go back into effect 
prior to April if we don’t have enough 
measurable rain and snow by then.” 
 The water billing penalty imple-
mented last May was based on a 
mandatory 25% reduction in water 
use over what those same custom-
ers used in the same billing period 

in 2013. If mandated reduction 
is started again, 2015 billings will 
also require a 25% cutback based 
on 2013 billings. 
 Since May, water users in the city 
have collectively reduced consump-
tion of potable water by 27.8%. 
 “We saved 1.6 billion gallons of 
water in 2014,” Smith said. “Meters 
serving the city’s needs showed a 
reduction of 45.2%, almost double 
what we asked for.” 
 The topic will come before the 
council for review again April 21. 
 Until then, Smith pointed out 
that state water restrictions remain 
in effect until at least April 15. 
Those measures include a 20% 
voluntary water reduction over the 
2013 consumption, irrigation only 
between 9 p.m. and 6 a.m., no 
washing down of driveways or hard 
surfaces, and the use of covers on 
swimming pools. 

NEWSFRONT

Pleasanton temporarily suspends 
drought billing penalties

December rainfall raised reservoir levels, but more is needed

COURTESY OF PLEASANTON POLICE DEPARTMENT

Denise Lakner (right) shakes the hand of Pleasanton police chief Dave Spiller at the department inspection in 
October 2013.

and a master’s in public adminis-
tration from San Francisco State 
University. 
 Wagner, a former investment 
banker with vast finance experi-
ence in private and public sec-
tors, including in Pleasanton, was 
named the city’s finance director 
in 2010. 
 In the late 1970s and early 
1980s, she served here as the 
assistant city manager and direc-
tor of finance, leaving in 1985 to 
become an investment banker. 
She spent the next 12 years with 
public finance firms before start-
ing her own firm. 
 She rejoined the city in May, 
2006 in the new position of 
economic development fiscal of-
ficer, working with both City 
Manager Nelson Fialho and di-
rector of economic development 
Pamela Ott on major city proj-
ects that included the Bernal 
property financing, ACE train 
station location, permit stream-
lining and downtown parking 

improvements. 
 After presenting the compre-
hensive annual financial report 
for the fiscal year that ended last 
June 30 to the City Council on 
Tuesday night, Wagner thanked 
the council and city staff for “the 
privilege of working for the city 
of Pleasanton. 
 “It’s been my pleasure to work 
for the city and I appreciate this 
opportunity,” Wagner said. “My 
husband and I came here in 1974 
after graduating from college, and 
I actually graduated from Ama-
dor Valley High School. I feel 
very fortunate to have the chance 
to work here.” 
 Fialho said Wagner has agreed 
to stay on for the next few months 
in a special capacity to review 
and develop financial plans for 
specific projects. Those will in-
clude determining the financial 
requirements for building a new 
public library and possibly a new 
civic center, and also reconfigur-
ing the contributions required 
from developers who build in 
Pleasanton. 

—Jeb Bing

FINANCE
Continued from Page 5

The Metropolitan Transportation 
Commission (MTC) — the Bay 
Area’s transportation planning, fi-
nancing and coordinating agency 
— is recruiting interested Bay Area 
residents to fill three vacancies on 
its Policy Advisory Council.

In Contra Costa County, there is 
an opening for an individual repre-
senting disabled interests.

In Santa Clara County, the va-
cancy is for an individual to rep-
resent either the economy or the 
environment.

And the third vacancy is an 
at-large seat, to be filled by an 
individual representing either the 
economy or the environment from 

any of the nine Bay Area counties, 
including Alameda County.
 The Policy Advisory Council 
meets the second Wednesday of 
the month from 1:30-3:30 p.m. in 
Oakland, and advisers are reim-
bursed for their transportation to 
and from the meeting.
 Created by the MTC in Novem-
ber 2009 to advise MTC on trans-
portation policies in the Bay Area, 
the council incorporates diverse 
perspectives relating to the envi-
ronment, the economy and social 
equity. It also advises MTC on a 
range of dynamic topics, includ-
ing:
• Regional planning efforts linking 

transportation, housing and land-
use plans to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions.
• Public transit service productiv-
ity improvements to produce more 
efficiency from the region’s existing 
transit investments.
• Pursuit of new revenues to sup-
port a transportation system that 
better serves all Bay Area residents.
 “The commission wants and 
needs to hear various viewpoints 
when making transportation poli-
cy and investment decisions,” said 
MTC chair Amy Rein Worth.
 “Incorporating different per-
spectives enhances our decision-
making process,” she added. “The 

Policy Advisory Council helps the 
commission to improve mobility 
for all Bay Area residents.”
 Applications for the three vacan-
cies will be accepted through Feb. 
9. No specific educational back-
ground is needed for most seats, 
just a background in the specific 
application category, and an inter-
est in transportation and how it af-
fects residents in the nine Bay Area 
counties.
 Experience working on public 
policy issues or community-related 
issues is desirable.
 Appointed advisers are expect-
ed to attend monthly meetings at 
MTC’s offices in Oakland and will 

serve through the term ending in 
July 2017. While positions are 
voluntary, advisers do receive a 
small stipend for their attendance 
at certain meetings.
 MTC’s appointing commission-
ers will review the applications, 
and the full commission is sched-
uled to approve the selections in 
March. The selected applicants will 
attend their first meeting on April 
8.
 To apply for a vacant position 
or to learn more about the Policy 
Advisory Council, visit www.mtc.
ca.gov/get_involved/advisory or 
call (510) 817-5757. 

—Bay City News Service

MTC seeks to fill vacancies on advisory council
One open seat available for Alameda County candidate

BY AMANDA AGUILAR
Pleasanton police dispatcher 

Denise Lakner has retired after 
32 years of service with the 
Pleasanton Police Department.

Lakner started at the Pleasan-
ton PD in December 1982 where 
she took many 9-1-1 calls and 
worked various shifts.

According to Pleasanton po-
lice chief Dave Spiller, her per-
sonnel folder is full of com-
mendations and accolades from 
supervisors, peers and Pleasan-
ton residents — universally ap-
plauding her customer service, 
work performance, dedication 
and tenaciousness. 

 In addition, Lakner received 
a Customer Service Award for 
Excellence in 2002.
 Lakner began her law enforce-
ment career in 1977 as an Al-
ameda County reserve deputy 
sheriff. In 1979, she was hired 
by the Alameda County Sheriff’s 
Office as an administrative clerk.
 Lakner has an associate’s de-
gree in the administration of jus-
tice from Diablo Valley College.
 “Denise’s contributions and 
presence at our department will 
be missed,” Spiller said. “We all 
wish her well after 32 years here 
and congratulate her on a well-
deserved retirement.” 

Police dispatcher 
retires after 32 years

PPD chief: Her ‘contributions and presence  
at our department will be missed’
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BY AMANDA AGUILAR
A Pleasanton teen is set to appear 

on Fox television next week as part 
of her audition for the 14th season 
of “American Idol” in San Francisco.

Maddy Hudson, 16, will be sing-
ing a song by Beyoncé  in hopes for 
the “golden ticket” to Hollywood.

Hudson said she grew up watching 
the singing competition television se-
ries and always dreamed of audition-
ing once she was old enough.

“You know in your soul what 
you’re supposed to do in life,” said 
Hudson, who hopes “American 
Idol” will launch her singing career.

 Locals may recognize Hudson 
from Tully’s Coffee on Main Street, 
where she sings every Saturday 
morning during the farmer’s mar-
ket, in addition to the private per-
formances she has booked.
 Hudson, who attended Foothill 
High School for three years, is now 
being home-schooled for her senior 
year to focus on her passion.
 According to Hudson’s mother 
Ashli, the teen is on track to gradu-
ate in June but “while other stu-
dents are applying to colleges, she’s 
ready to start her career.”
 Ashli Hudson added: “When you 

have a child with so much talent, 
you just know this is what they’re 
meant to do.”
 Maddy Hudson recalled a defining 
moment in her life when she sang at 
a school talent show as a fifth-grader, 
saying, “I got off the stage and the 
kids were asking for my autograph.”
 “It made me happy knowing 
something that I love to do made 
them happy,” she said.
 Now, Hudson must also impress 
“American Idol” judges Harry Con-
nick Jr., Jennifer Lopez and Keith 
Urban. The episode is set to air this 
Wednesday at 8 p.m. on Fox. 

Pleasanton teen talks about 
‘American Idol’ audition

NEWSFRONT

BY JEB BING
 Sunflower Hill, a Pleasanton-
based nonprofit organization for 
families and individuals with 
special needs, has scheduled its 
second annual financial plan-
ning symposium from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m next Saturday (Jan. 31) at 
Las Positas College.
 The symposium will address 
the role of public benefits and 
how they can be maximized for 
individuals with special needs/
disabilities.
 Topics will include the dif-
ference between Social Security 
and Supplemental Security In-
come (SSI) and Social Security 
Disability Insurance (SSDI).
 Issues in dealing with Medi-
Cal, Medicare, In-Home Support-
ive Services (IHSS), special needs 
trusts, the Affordable Health Care 
Act and conservatorship issues 
will round out the agenda.
 Speakers will also address the 

new ABLE (Achieving a Better Life 
Experience) Act. ABLE allows for 
tax-advantaged savings accounts 
for individuals with disabilities.
 Headlining the event will be 
Kevin Urbatsch, national director 
of the Academy of Special Needs 
Planners. His legal practice is 
devoted to the unique needs of 
individuals with disabilities.
 He will be joined by Jim 
Huyck, former executive direc-
tor of Alta Regional Center and 
a public benefits consultant, and 
Jon Elfin, a financial planner 
with Sagemark Consulting.
 Cost for the half-day sympo-
sium is $75 per person or $120 
per couple. Regional Center of 
the East Bay clients are urged 
to contact their case manager as 
the conference may qualify as a 
reimbursable expense.
 To register, visit the Sunflow-
er Hill website at www.sunflow-
erhill.org. 

Sunflower Hill to 
host ‘Special Needs’ 
planning symposium

Forum will talk about benefits  
for those with disabilities

sentatives in November. 
Attorney Mark Meuser, a Repub-

lican from Walnut Creek who lost 
to DeSaulnier in the 2012 election, 
has also thrown his hat into the 
ring this time around.

The 7th State Senate District special 
primary is scheduled to take place on 
March 17, with the top two finishers 
set to then square off in a special elec-
tion on May 19. The candidate list 
will be finalized after the nomination 
period closes this afternoon.

The senatorial district includes 
parts of Contra Costa and Alameda 
counties, including Pleasanton.

With their campaigns already 
underway, Buchanan and Bonilla 
appeared in front of about 90 peo-
ple attending the Tri-Valley Demo-
cratic Club’s candidate forum Mon-
day night at the IBEW Local 595 
Union Hall in Dublin. 

The pair gave opening state-
ments before answering questions 
from club officials and audience 
members as each attempted to con-
vince the regional club to endorse 
her candidacy for State Senate. The 
term to be decided in the special 
election expires in 2016.

A prominent theme throughout 
the opening remarks and Q&A ses-
sion was public education, an impor-
tant issue for both women — Bonil-
la, a former teacher, and Buchanan, a 
longtime school board member.

“Voters in California need to be-
lieve that public education can be 
saved, that it is getting better, that the 
money is being put to good use and 
that our students are becoming more 
and more successful,” Bonilla said. 

“I think we’re making that case, 
and we’re going to need to go 
out for continued or new revenue 
for education — K-12, child care, 
preschool and higher education,” 
she added. “We’ve got to put our 
money where our mouth is. There’s 
no way that you can get education 
on the cheap. It just doesn’t work.”

“When I go to the Senate, I want 
to be one of the strongest advocates 
for public education,” Buchanan 
said. “Long-term, we have all got to 
be willing to pay more money for 
education, and I believe the voters 
already are with us ... The people in 
the state of California support their 
schools. They put education at a 
high priority.”

  “I don’t see education funding 
increasing from the (state’s) gen-
eral fund,” Buchanan added. “As a 
society, we’re going to have to tax 
ourselves and dedicate that money 
to public education because every 
kid deserves opportunity. And not 
only the opportunity in K-12 to re-
ceive a high-quality education, but 
the opportunity to go to college.”
 The candidates also described 
their legislative history.
 Bonilla highlighted her work at 
the state level with the Educa-
tion Budget Subcommittee and 
new student assessments under the 
Common Core State Standards as 
well as her efforts in local office 
with the Concord Naval Weapons 
Station and employment assistance 
in Contra Costa County.
 Buchanan discussed her Assem-
bly bills regarding student data pri-
vacy, information technology and the 
teacher dismissal appeal process as 
well as her work with local constitu-
ents in areas such as business permit-
ting, homelessness and health care.
 Each woman began her political 
career in local elected office before 
successfully making the jump to 
the State Assembly.
 Buchanan sat on the San Ramon 
Valley Unified School District Board 
of Education for 18 years, which 
included four turns as board presi-
dent. Bonilla, a former high school 
English teacher, served on the Con-
cord City Council and the Contra 
Costa County Board of Supervisors. 
 The wide-ranging Q&A session 
Monday also touched on issues 
such as prison reform, job training, 
support for military veterans and 

fracking. 
 At one point, each candidate 
answered an audience query about 
whether she would drop out of the 
race now and endorse the other to 
ensure a single Democrat candidate 
has the most support possible to 
avoid the party losing the seat in 
the special election.
 “I’m in the race to stay,” Buchan-
an said. “A Republican is not going 
to win this.”
 “I’m here to stay, too,” Bonilla said 
with a smile on her face. “We don’t 
get this far involved and committed 
without having really given it a lot 
of careful thought and without re-
ally believing that we can win.”
 At the end of the forum, Tri-
Valley Democratic Club members 
voted overwhelmingly in favor of 
endorsing Buchanan, with 29 votes 
cast for the former assemblywoman 
compared to two votes for Bonilla 
— four club members voted to 
make no endorsement.
 The 7th State Senate District in-
cludes Pleasanton, Livermore and 
Sunol at the south end, Brentwood, 
Antioch, Pittsburg and Concord to 
the north, Orinda, Lafayette and 
Walnut Creek to the west, and the 
San Ramon Valley. 
 The district consists of all of 
Buchanan’s former 16th Assembly 
District and a portion of Bonilla’s 
14th Assembly District as well as 
parts of the 11th Assembly Dis-
trict (represented by Jim Frazier, 
D-Oakley) and a sliver of the 20th 
Assembly District (represented by 
Bill Quirk, D-Hayward).
 The candidate nomination pe-
riod closes today at 5 p.m. 

FORUM
Continued from Page 5

JEREMY WALSH

State Assemblywoman Susan Bonilla (left) and former Assemblywoman Joan 
Buchanan listen to an audience question during a State Senate candidate 
forum Monday night in Dublin.

City Council will review the memo-
randum at its meeting next Mon-
day night. 
 The new contract, which will be 
retroactive to last July 1, replaces 
the previous two-year contract in 
effect from Jan. 1, 2012, to last 
June 30. Because of the recession 
at the time that contract was writ-
ten, there were no cost-of-living 
(COLA) adjustments included. 
 However, that contract called for 
all employee groups, including fire-
fighters, to start contributing 9% of 
their salaries to the CalPERS retire-
ment program, and implemented 
a reduced retiree medical program 
for new employees. 
 The new contract, effective from 
July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2018, will 

provide 1% COLA increases starting 
this month, again in July, and then 
again on July 1 of 2016 and 2017. 
 Unionized members of the fire 
department will begin paying 
10.5% of their salaries toward re-
tirement, with “classic” employees 
who are not in the union to start 
paying 12% by 2017. 
 Council members endorsed the 
new contract without actually vot-
ing on it. 
 “This is a good and fair contract,” 
said Councilwoman Kathy Narum. 
“It also recognizes that firefighters 
had no wage adjustment in their 
last contract when they stepped 
up and helped us in a tough (eco-
nomic) situation.” 
 Vice Mayor Karla Brown agreed. 
“I understand the value that our 
fire department brings to citizens,” 
she said. “This (contract) is a win-
win for everybody.” 

FIREFIGHTER
Continued from Page 5

COURTESY OF HUDSON FAMILY

Maddy Hudson’s San Francisco audition for “American Idol” is set to air next 
week on Fox.
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Grand Opening
Now Open in Pleasanton

Fresh Sushi •  Teriyaki  •  Appetizers  •  Sashimi  •  Udon  

 (next to Trader Joe’s)  |   

  925-463-3500

Discount Coupon
(not valid during Happy Hour)10%

      

Happy Hour:  9 pm – 11 pm Monday - Saturday

Pleasanton North Rotary will 
offer a fun-filled afternoon and 
evening for parents and children 
from 4-8 p.m. Sunday at its third 
annual Spaghetti Feed & Family 
Carnival at the Veterans Memorial 
Building, 301 Main St.

Proceeds from the family-ori-
ented event will support Pleas-
anton youth programs, including 
the Interact Club of Foothill High 
School and the Abbie 4-H Club.

 Geared to be an inexpensive 
family outing, the event provides 
various local youth groups with an 
opportunity to raise funds by op-
erating carnival games. The Rotary 
Club also will sponsor a raffle.
 Dinner will include a mixed salad 
with dressing, pasta with a red meat 
or marinara sauce and toasted garlic 
bread. Bottled water will be free. 
Wine and beer will be available by 
the glass ($5). Wine will also be 

sold by the bottle ($15). Desserts 
will be awarded to the winners of 
cake walk competitions.
 Admission is $10 per person. 
Children under 10 will be admit-
ted for free. Tickets can be pur-
chased for cash at the door.
 For more information, sign on 
to the Pleasanton North Rotary 
Club’s website at www.pnr-rotary.
org. 

—Jeb Bing

Rotary holding spaghetti feed, 
family carnival Sunday

Open to public, event supports youth programs, 4-H

Families line up for 
an Italian dinner at 
last year’s Pasta Feed 
& Family Carnival, 
which will be held 
again Sunday from 
4-8 p.m. at the 
Veterans Memorial 
Building, 301 Main 
St., Pleasanton. 
The fundraiser 
is sponsored by 
Pleasanton North 
Rotary Club.

 Community leaders will come 
together to celebrate the life and 
legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. this Monday at the 15th an-
nual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Fellowship Breakfast hosted by 
the Tri-Valley YMCA.
 This year’s program will in-
clude inspirational speakers and 
artistic expressions related to the 
theme, “Dare to be Great.” The 
keynote speaker will be Napo-
leon Kaufman, pastor of The Well 
Christian Community Church in 
Livermore and a former running 
back for the Oakland Raiders.
 As part of the annual event, 
the Tri-Valley YMCA will be hon-
oring two community leaders 
and an organization with its Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Legacy 
Award. They are:
• Dale Eldridge Kaye, chief ex-
ecutive of Innovation Tri-Valley 
Leadership Group and president 
and chief executive of the Liver-

more Chamber of Commerce.
• Liz Buckley, a counselor at Val-
ley Continuation High School in 
Dublin.
• Toys for Tots, a program led 
by firefighters in the Livermore-
Pleasanton Fire Department and 
the Alameda County Fire De-
partment.
 The breakfast is held on the 
Monday following the actual 
Martin Luther King Jr. birthday 
celebration so that those who are 
away on the holiday can join in 
the observance.
 The breakfast will be held from 
7:30-9:30 a.m. at the DoubleTree 
by Hilton Hotel, 7050 Johnson 
Drive, in Pleasanton. The cost 
is $40. Contact Kelly O’Lague 
Dulka at 263-4444 to register.
 Proceeds from the breakfast 
will directly benefit youth lead-
ership programs. 

—Jeb Bing

YMCA breakfast to 
honor Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr. Monday

Like us on
www.facebook.com/pleasantonweekly

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
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Building Kidz School

Scan to 
learn more

Building Kidz Provides:
•  Music, Theater, and Dance Instruction
•  Math, Science, Spanish, Social Studies, 

Writing and Literature
•  Hot Nutritious Meals

Mountain View
650-967-8000

San Mateo
650-212-5439

San Francisco
650-837-9348

Pacifica
650-557-1256

Morgan Hill
408-776-7700
408-776-9000

Concord
925-687-9124

Scotts Valley
831-438-4813

Pleasanton
4300 Mirador Dr.
925-249-9000

SPECIALIZING IN PERFORMING ARTS

 Grand Opening! Pleasanton

Learn more at www.buildingkidzschool.com

For Infants, Preschool & Kindergarten

 Applications are now available 
for PG&E scholarships for college-
bound high school students as 
well as current college students. 
 The awards from the company’s 
employee resource groups will 
mean that at least 100 students 
in PG&E’s Northern and Central 
California service area will receive 
up to $6,000 next year for exem-
plary scholastic achievement and 
community leadership. 
 Every year, PG&E’s 10 employee 
resource groups — each represent-
ing the company’s diverse 23,000-
plus workforce — conduct fund-
raisers in order to award scholar-
ships to help reduce the cost of 
higher education. 
 Scholarship information, in-
cluding criteria and applications, 
is available on PG&E’s website. To 
be considered for a scholarship, all 
applications must be submitted by 
Feb. 9. 
 In 2014, PG&E’s employ-
ee resource groups distributed 
$317,000 in scholarships to 157 
deserving students. In some cases, 
recipients are the first in their 
families to attend college. 
 Since 1989, more than $4 mil-
lion in scholarships have been 
awarded to thousands of recipi-
ents. The funds come from em-

ployee donations, fundraising 
events and Campaign for the 
Community, the company’s chari-
table giving program. 
 “The scholarships recognize 
and honor the incredible work 
so many students lead in their 
schools and communities, and 
help cut the cost of college,” said 
PG&E director of performance 
and inclusion Joyce Ibardolasa, 
who’s also the board president of 
the Employee Community Fund, 
an umbrella charitable organization 
that provides governance for the 
scholarships. 
 At the same time, PG&E an-
nounced that applications are avail-

able for summer internships. Last 
summer, PG&E employed 200 
interns in the company’s various 
lines of business. PG&E interns 
receive practical experience while 
also becoming eligible for full-time 
employment within the company. 
 Other scholarships PG&E offers 
include its Bright Minds Schol-
arship Program, targeting high 
achieving, low-income students. 
The Pacific Service Employees As-
sociation (PSEA), a nonprofit mu-
tual benefit organization serving 
employees and retirees of PG&E, 
also provides scholarships for de-
pendents of company employees. 

—Jeb Bing

Applications available for 
PG&E scholarships

Deadline is Feb. 9 for submitting requests for awards

JANUARY 30 thru FEBRUARY 15
Friday & Saturday  8 PM      Sunday  2 PM

FIREHOUSE ARTS CENTER BOX OFFICE
(925) 931- 4848  4444 Railroad Avenue  www.firehousearts.org  

www.pcrtproductions.org

      PACIFIC COAST REPERTORY THEATRE
Presents

Forever Plaid and The Taffetas are presented through special arrangement with  
Music Theatre International (MTI) and Actors’ EquityAssociation (AEA).  

All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI.    
421 West 54th St, New York, NY 10019   Phone: 212-541-4684     

Fax: 212-397-4684   www.MTIShows.com

 At  
the 

Directed by Scott Maraj

Enjoy these two 50s musicals on alternating dates.

Forever Plaid is an evening of close-harmony classics from the 
“doo-wop” era, as four young men perform the concert they never 
lived to achieve.

The Taffetas pays tribute to the Girl Groups of the 50s, as four 
young women prepare for their own opening night concert.

ON THE 
TOWN

DINING

Eddie Papa’s 
American Hangout
4889 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
469-6266. Winner of The 
Pleasanton Weekly’s Reader 
Choice Awards for “Best American 
Food,” “Best Meal under $20” 
and “Best Kid Friendly Restaurant,” 
Eddie Papa’s American Hangout 
celebrates the regional food and 
beverage cultures of America. 
Bring the whole family to enjoy 
iconic dishes from across the United 
States, Old World Hospitality, and 
hand crafted artisan cocktails. 

www.eddiepapas.com.

JEB BING

New Leaf Community Market store at 3550 Bernal Ave., in Pleasanton’s 
Vintage Hills shopping center.

 New Leaf Community Mar-
kets and partner Smart Chicken 
donated 695 pounds of chicken 
to the Alameda County Food 
Bank during the store’s holiday 
food drive, held Nov. 4 to Dec. 
31.
 In addition, customers donat-
ed $39,753 at cash registers in 
New Leaf Community Markets 
stores to local food banks during 
the annual holiday food drive.
 New Leaf also contributed 
matching funds totaling $4,923 
to the Food Bank, providing 
over 9,850 meals for hungry 

families in Alameda County.
 For every ten pounds of Smart 
Chicken purchased at New Leaf 
during the month of November, 
New Leaf donated one pound to 
the food bank.
 New Leaf is a grocery chain 
featuring organic and locally 
sourced foods and prepared 
meals. Its Pleasanton store is 
located at 3550 Bernal Ave., in 
the Vintage Hills shopping cen-
ter. For more information about 
New Leaf’s giving programs, visit 
www.newleaf.com/community. 

—Jeb Bing

New Leaf, customers 
donate poultry, cash to 

Alameda Food Bank
Contributions provide 9,850 meals for hungry 

families during holidays

Sign up today at  
PleasantonWeekly.com

Fresh news  
delivered 

daily



Page 10 • January 23, 2015 • Pleasanton Weekly

Community Pulse
Police net arrest in 
Pleasanton Meadows 
mail thefts

A 46-year-old man was arrested 
on Tuesday as part of a Pleasan-
ton police investigation into several 
thefts of mail from the Pleasanton 
Meadows neighborhood.

According to police, a neighbor 
saw someone rummaging through 
another neighbor’s mailbox and im-
mediately called police.

At a later time, police received a 
report from a citizen about a suspi-
cious person holding a screwdriver 
and milling around a vehicle in 
the Lucky parking lot on West Las 
Positas Boulevard. The witness pro-
vided a detailed description of the 
man, said police.

Officers arrived at the scene and 

detained Joseph Abeyta, whom 
authorities said has residences in 
Santa Clara and Modesto.
 Officers rec-
ognized Abeyta 
from the witness 
description from 
the earlier theft 
and both wit-
nesses allegedly 
identified him as 
the culprit.
 Police allege 
that a search of 
Abeyta’s vehicle 
led to the dis-
covery of stolen property that in-
cluded mail and other items that 
had been left on porches earlier in 
the day.
 According to police, more than a 
dozen victims have been identified, 

many from Pleasanton, and the re-
maining from the greater Bay Area 
region.
 Abeyta was arrested on suspicion 
of theft, possession of stolen prop-
erty and counterfeit currency.
 Anyone with information about 
this incident, or who live in the 
area of the crime and might be 
missing mail, can call the Pleas-
anton Police Department at 931-
5100.
 In other police reports:
• A father and daughter from the 
Tri-Valley were arrested earlier this 
month in connection with a 60-
count criminal case involving walk-
in bathtubs that were misrepresent-
ed to elderly people, officials said. 
 Raj Kamal Suri, 65, and Tori 
Bhavna Suri, 40, were taken into 
custody in Pleasanton and Rich-
mond, respectively, on Jan. 8. The 
name of their company is Green-
worksUS. 
 The Danville residents have been 
charged with perjury, money laun-
dering, conspiracy, theft from an 
elder or dependent adult and bur-
glary with enhancements related 
to elderly victims. They have also 
been accused of theft by false pre-
tense, which is a felony according 
to officials. 
 No property was stolen from 
victims in the literal sense, but 
Rick Lopes at the Contractors State 
License Board said GreenworksUS 
sales people entered the homes 
of victims with the intent to “rip 

them off.” 
 Authorities say the Suris used 
unfair business practices and “vari-
ous misrepresentations,” including 
telling their victims that the walk-
in bathtubs were made in America. 
 “They were made in China, and 
they were not legal to be sold in 
the U.S.,” Lopes said. “They also 
marketed the tubs as safety-tested 
and meeting state and city codes, 
which they were not.” 
 Lopes said that GreenworksUS 
fraudulently inflated the financial 
information of their victims on 
credit applications in order to qual-
ify them for financing. It’s also been 
alleged the Suris filed false infor-
mation with government agencies. 
 Dozens of victims across the state 
lost more than $360,000 in the 
scheme and some of them were in 
Riverside, according to the River-
side County District Attorney.
• A Vallejo woman was arrested in 
downtown Pleasanton on Jan. 15 
after attempting to receive cash ad-
vances from two fraudulent credit 
cards, police said.
 Police allege Angelina Ruiz, 25, 
entered U.S. Bank on Main Street 
with three fraudulent credit cards 
and asked the bank employee for 
two cash advances of $250 each.
 The employee called police, and 
Ruiz was arrested on suspicion of 
forgery and burglary — because 
she entered the bank with an intent 
to fraudulently receive money, ac-
cording to police.

• A local residential burglary Jan. 
16 resulted in no losses, but police 
were able to find the prints from 
the scene that have been entered 
as evidence.
 According to police reports, the 
15-year-old son of the homeowner 
arrived home and found the door 
of the residence, located on Sutter 
Gate Avenue, kicked in.
 The son told police that prior to 
arriving home, he saw a man flee-
ing the area.
 Police said no items were report-
ed stolen but the side door damage 
resulted in $500 worth of damage. 
The culprit was not located.
• A residential burglary on S. Gla-
cier Court resulted in over $1,400 
worth of items reported stolen and 
$900 worth of damages.
 According to police reports, the 
homeowner left her residence on 
Jan. 16 around 8 a.m. and returned 
around 1 p.m. to find the home 
ransacked.
 Some of the items reportedly 
stolen include jewelry, cash, elec-
tronics and tools.
 Police said the culprit or culprits 
entered the home by smashing the 
window on the rear sliding glass 
door. Officers found prints, a pack-
aging stencil with fingerprints and 
foam product packaging that has 
been entered as evidence.
 Under the law, those arrested 
are considered innocent until con-
victed. 

—Amanda Aguilar

POLICE BULLETIN

POLICE REPORT
The Pleasanton Police Department made 
the following information available. 

Jan. 10
Theft

 5:39 a.m. in the 6200 block of Detjen 
Court; theft from auto
 8:34 a.m. in the 2900 block of 
Lethbridge Court; auto theft
 7:59 a.m. in the 200 block of Birch 
Creek Drive; theft from auto
 9:43 a.m. in the 5400 block of Sunol 
Boulevard
 11:52 a.m. in the 300 block of Main 
Street
 12:13 p.m. in the 3800 block of 
Belmont Way; theft from auto
 1:30 p.m. in the 1600 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; theft from 
structure
 2:07 p.m. in the 5700 block of Owens 
Drive; auto theft
 3:29 p.m. in the 1000 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; theft from auto

Missing person report
 9:50 p.m. in the 3600 block of Bernal 
Avenue

Drug violation
 5:24 p.m. in the 11900 block of 
Dublin Canyon Road

Jan. 11
Domestic battery

 12:33 a.m.; Street information not 
disclosed

DUI
 12:08 a.m. in the 5200 block of 
Hopyard Road

Drug violation
 9:49 p.m. in the 5500 block of W. Las 
Positas Boulevard

Jan. 12
Fraud

 11:10 a.m. in the 4600 block of 
Second Street
 11:28 a.m. in the 1600 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road
 3:08 p.m. in the 5700 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

Theft
 9:53 a.m. in the 100 block of Valley 
Avenue; theft from structure
 2:02 p.m. in the 3100 block of Santa 
Rita Road; theft from structure
 2:07 p.m. in the 1400 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; theft from 
structure
 2:31 p.m. in the 4300 block of 
Foothill Road
 8:22 p.m. in the 4400 block of Willow 
Road; theft from auto

Jan. 13
Alcohol violation

 7:39 p.m. in the 3100 block of Bernal 
Avenue

Assault/battery
 9:55 a.m. in the 1600 block of East 
Gate Way

Fraud
 8:45 p.m. in the 5200 block of Case 
Avenue

Theft
 10:14 a.m. in the 5500 block of 
Springhouse Drive; theft from auto

 2:40 p.m. in the 4600 block of First 
Street
 6:49 p.m. in the 6000 block of 
Johnson Drive; theft from structure
 10:38 p.m. in the 4000 block of 
Francisco Street; theft from auto

Jan. 14
Domestic battery

 8:41 a.m. Street information not dis-
closed

Theft
 9:59 a.m. in the 6800 block of Koll 
Center Parkway; theft from structure
5:22 p.m. in the 2100 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; shoplifting
 5:51 p.m. in the 200 block of Wild 
Flower Court; theft from structure
9:33 p.m. in the 1000 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; shoplifting

Jan. 15
Burglary 

 11:40 a.m. in the 5900 block of 
Hansen Drive; residential
4:01 p.m. in the 700 block of Main 
Street
 6:49 p.m. in the 2900 block of 
Chocolate Street; residential
 7:57 p.m. in the 2600 block of 
Rasmussen Court; residential

Auto theft
 11:01 a.m. in the 4500 block of 
Pleasanton Avenue

Fraud
 9:58 a.m. in the 4500 block of 
Rosewood Drive
 2:34 p.m. in the 1800 block of Palmer 
Drive

Joseph  
Abeyta

We accept Blue Cross Blue Shield, Humana, United Healthcare and other health plans. See center for details.

Book a FREE hearing evaluation today  
and receive these exclusive benefits: 

  •  Connect Hearing Price Match Guarantee‡

 •  0% Financing†

 •  3 Year Warranty and 3 Year Loss & Damage**

 •  3 years of free batteries ††

Stay Connected. Call or visit us today!  

1.888.4CONNECT • connecthearing.com
(1.888.426.6632)

*Certain types of hearing loss may require a hearing aid model that is not appropriate for the Three Week Free Trial. See center for details. Lyric excluded. ‡ As a member of the Connect Hearing network, if we don’t already have the lowest price, we will match any valid competitor quote or advertised price on hearing aids within 60 days of 
purchase. † 0% financing offer is subject to credit approval. If at the time of your application you do not meet the credit criteria previously established for this offer, or the income you report is insufficient based on your obligations, we may not be able to offer this financing. Complimentary hearing screening and consultation required. Some 
restrictions apply. **The 3 year warranty is valid starting from the date of invoice. This limited warranty covers manufacturing and material defects in the hearing aid itself, but not accessories such as batteries, tubes, ear modules, external receivers. The warranty includes 3 year loss and damage coverage that can be redeemed ONE TIME and requires a 
deductible of $450. ††3 years FREE batteries with hearing aid purchase. Must be a current patient of Connect Hearing to continue to receive benefits under Connect Advantage Call for details. 

GET A 3-WEEK  
HEARING AID  

TRIAL*

It’s absolutely FREE!

1-888-402-3807

Pleasanton  –  4460 Black Avenue F
Livermore  –  1613 Second Street

CONNECT HEARING
PROVIDER OF LYRIC, THE WORLD’S FIRST  

& ONLY 100% INVISIBLE, 24/7 WEARABLE, HEARING AID
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When Caroline, 42, welcomed a 
woman into her home, courtesy of 
Airbnb, the two ended up having 

some good conversations. The guest noted 
all the decorative candles that Caroline had 
placed throughout her tasteful condo and sug-
gested she light them for herself. Don’t save 
them for visitors, she advised, but light them 
to bring beauty and joy into your own life.

 The lodger was a life coach.
 During the last couple decades, people 
have been turning to life coaches to help 
them define their goals and achieve them, 
whether in their personal lives or careers. 
The coach objectively helps them identify 
their strengths, their values and their pur-
pose, and together they develop a plan. 
The coach then assists them around any 

obstacles, plus celebrates their successes 
with them.
 “Life coaching is listening, acknowledging, 
asking all kinds of questions,” said Pleasan-
ton life coach Lisa Fairchild. “It really comes 
from a place of believing that people aren’t 
broken and have their own answers. You 
pull them out in terms of questioning and 
giving assignments, finding out what works 

for them and allows them to have in life what 
they want.”
 Fairchild first had hired a life coach for 
herself.
 “My background is in human resources,” 
she said. “Then I went through a pretty 
significant life change, I got divorced ... I 
needed to go back to work but didn’t want to 
go to a regular job because I had a teenager at 
home.”
 “I hired a coach to figure out what I 
wanted to do. I wanted work to align with 
my skills, and hours that worked,” Fairchild 
said.
 “There are things in life that happen that 
throw us out of whack. How you approach 
them can make all the difference — it can 
be the starting point for something new and 
better,” she said.
 Fairchild completed her training at Coach 
Inc., one of the founding schools of the dis-
cipline, went on to complete an advanced 
coaching program, and now is credentialed 
through International Coach Federation.
 “Coaching is very forward-focused, very 
action-orientated,” she said. “You have to be 
willing to do things differently, to explore 
and play, to tell the truth and take action.”
 Most life coaches work with clients via 
telephone or Skype.
 “Coaching is meant to be on the phone,” 
Fairchild said. “I do not have an office, we 
may meet in my home, their home, on the 
phone or in a coffee shop. I have a client in 
Kansas and we Skype.”
 “The advantage is that being on the phone 
is more succinct, it gets to the heart and gets 
them in action. My part is to be here and pick 
up their body language over the phone,” she 
added. 
 A life coach is different from a therapist, 
and Fairchild said she has found that some 
clients may be better served in therapy, such 
as those suffering depression.
 “I would certainly encourage them to go to 
therapy,” she said. “Or if I was working with 
someone and continually things about their 
past came up, it would be an indicator they 
need therapy.”
 “Coaching helps you move forward faster; 
therapy digs inside and looks for why, what 
pattern of thoughts gets in your way,” ex-
plained life coach Mai Vu, who works out of 
Pleasanton and Danville. “Coaching looks at 
what you want and how to create that.”
 “A therapist is for when you hit the same 
pattern over and over again and want to 
understand the cause of that,” she added. “If 
you just want to move forward and create 
strategies to do that, a coach is better.”
 Vu cited two sources for life coaching in 
the Bay Area, the Coaches Training Institute 
in San Rafael and Coach U, which operates 
more online.
 “Together they really spearheaded and 
brought this technology into the world — 
and have been rocking the world for the last 

See COACHES on Page 12

Inside:

• Exercising on the slopes  Page 13

•  Delicious ways  
to incorporate veggies  Page 14

A  S P E C I A L  S E C T I O N  B Y  T H E  P L E A S A N T O N  W E E K L Y
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Healthy
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Finding a fresh
perspective

Life coaches can help  
you define your goals  
and live life to the fullest

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Pleasanton-based life coach 
Lisa Fairchild.

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
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20-plus years,” she said.
Industrial psychologists have helped se-

nior executives for years to improve their 
skills, and sports psychologists can be found 
in the stands at any sporting event. Life 
coaches specialize in areas such as rela-
tionship coaching, health coaching, career 
coaching, business coaching, executive 
coaching and leadership coaching, to name 
a few.

Vu is a relationship coach.
“My typical client is around 42-43, and 

she has been divorced for a few years, has 
one or two kids, around 5 and 8 years old,” 
Vu said. “She is exhausted, trying to keep 
her career going and she’s also trying to be a 
good mom. She doesn’t have time for a date, 
and when she does date, she is wondering 
why all the good guys are taken, and how 
come her ex-husband is 
such a jerk to her. She’s 
in a real bind.”

Before anything else, 
her kids need to be thriv-
ing, Vu said, plus she 
has to be able to pay her 
bills. Then she can possi-
bly relax and start dating.

“In order to get those 
pieces in alignment I 
have to help her get in 
touch with herself,” Vu 
said. “I have to help her 
resentment, her aban-
donment issues, her 
anger. She has to tend to 
herself and start moving 
forward.”

Vu was a mechanical 
engineer for many years, 
climbing the corporate 
ladder at PG&E.

“I was being promot-
ed, had a house in Pleas-
anton. I was fine. I was safe, secure and 
successful but not fulfilled and not fully 
happy,” she recalled. “I started questioning 
leadership and people’s relationships with 
each other.” 

She earned a master’s degree in organiza-
tion development and questioned how peo-
ple work and their dealings with each other. 
She began coaching men and women clients 
but gradually began to focus on women and 
their relationships. 

“Either they are married but their marriage 
is on the rocks, or they are already divorced 
and want to bring new love into their lives,” 
she said.

Vu is an international coach and speaker. 
She hosts events called “Hot Life, Hot Love,” 
with the next one taking place at the Holiday 
Inn in Dublin on March 7-8.

“When all of the pieces in your life work 
together, it’s really super ‘hot,’” she ex-
plained. “’Hot’ might also mean when things 
go bad — it’s how you solve it, in a way that 
is loving, that is effective, and no drama.”

“I used to just call it ‘Hot Love’ but people 
wouldn’t want to sign up for it on Facebook 
because they didn’t want their friends to 
see,” she added with a laugh.

Anne Kirwan, who moved here from Ire-
land in 2001, runs a nonprofit organization 
and hired Vu to help her become the best 
possible leader.

“Life coaching helps us to bring out our 
strengths and be bigger, better and bolder,” 
Kirwan said. “My family is back in Ireland 
so I am creating a new life in the U.S. and 
wanted a life as fulfilling as possible.

“I tend to be an analytical person, and I 
wanted to work with a coach that wasn’t ana-
lytical,” she continued. “We all have ways to 
muddle through life — my way was to work 
through pros and cons, ‘paralysis by analy-
sis,’ so from that point of view I think Mai 

is a great champion of the people she works 
with. And she would also really challenge me 
if I were resisting change.”

“I think effective coaching is a mixture of 
championship and challenge,” she added. “It 
starts from the premise that we’re all creative, 
resourceful and whole, then we have to iden-

tify who we want to be 
and what mark we want 
to have on the world.”
 “Coaching is really 
supporting you to just 
be more fully yourself,” 
Kirwan said. “You leave 
the baggage behind and 
move forward more fully 
with your life.”
 Kirwan said she re-
ceives her coaching about 
95% on the phone, with 
a bit of emailing back and 
forth, and she likes the 
efficiency.
 “We are all very busy 
professionals. I coach 
with Mai at 7 a.m. for 45 
minutes, and it gets my 
day off to a good start,” 
she said.
 “Life is a constant jour-
ney,” she added. “I’m al-
ways aiming higher. I can 

see how my life in terms of friendships and 
relationships has become so much more ful-
filling and joyful.”

Gail Koffman is another woman who 
started on a path of self-discovery with a 
life coach and realized that she wanted to 
become a coach herself.

“The interesting thing is I am still in this 
process of recreating myself and realize I have 
a lot to offer as a coach myself,” Koffman said. 
“One of the key ingredients is to have great 
listening skills and empathy and offer sup-
port, and that’s part of my personality. Why 
not make good use of my natural abilities? I 
like to specialize in people in transition.”

She said her life coach — who helps 
people in transition, especially in their ca-
reers — helped her define in general what 
she wanted, asking, “What do you want your 
life to feel like and look like?”

“She gave me and other people in the class 
different activities and exercises to practice,” 
Koffman recalled. “In general it’s nice to have 
support, to know I wasn’t alone in this jour-
ney of transitioning.”

“Ever since I’ve been taking coach training 
programs, I’m seeing a variety of different 
styles and coaching techniques,” she said. 
“Most recently I studied with Lion Goodman 
who does the Clear Your Beliefs ... you can 
only go so far in life as your hidden beliefs 
will allow you to. Through this ingenious 
process we work through someone’s subcon-
scious, find the hidden beliefs, and let go 
of the hidden beliefs that hold us back and 
replace them with affirming beliefs.”

“When does someone need a life coach? 
When her heart hungers for something 
more than she has,” Vu said. “She knows she 
should be treated better, she deserves more 
than this, but by herself she can’t seem to 
do it. That’s the perfect time to go to a life 
coach.” 

COACHES
Continued from Page 11

Learn more about this program or register online 
at HopeHospice.com or call (925) 829-8770 

     To help community members meet the challenges of caregiving, 
Hope Hospice is offering a six-session Caregiver Education Series 
beginning on March 14, 2015. 
     This program provides training, education, support and resources 
for the growing number of individuals caring for loved ones with 
chronic or disabling conditions. 
     All sessions are held at Hope Hospice, 6377 Clark Ave., Dublin on 
Saturday mornings, 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Lunch is included. The fee 
to attend the six-week program is $100 
for community members; complimentary 
for current and former Hope Hospice 
families.  Space is limited to 30 people, 
and advance registration is required.  Supporting You with Compassion, 

                        Dignity and Excellence

Caregiver 
Education 

Series

Hopes & Dreams 2015:

We Make Kids Smile

1443 Cedarwood Lane, Suite D
925-846-KIDS

www.alamedapediatricdentistry.com

Our Offi  ce Locations
With three kid friendly locations in Alameda, Pleasanton & Oakland, 

we’re conveniently located to better serve your family needs.

where children feel at home!

Trained to treat children with Special Needs

Our dental staff  provides dental care to children, teens, and special needs 
patients in the greater East Bay Area.

Life coach Mai 
Vu, who operates 
out of Pleasanton 
and Danville.

‘There are things 
in life that happen 
that throw us out 

of whack. How you 
approach them 
can make all the 

difference — it can be 
the starting point for 
something new and 

better’
Lisa Fairchild  

Pleasanton life coach

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
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BY CHALKY WHITE

As the season continues and 
skiers of all levels journey to 
the Sierra, chances are that a 

great many of them will do some 
things that won’t help their cause.

You can boil down skiing to a 
few basic principles, but like any 
sport, there are many finer details 
that matter, and with a winter 
activity like skiing, the details can 
mean the difference between a safe 
ski trip and a hazardous one.

Skiing is a truly wonderful sport; 
it changed my life. I hate to think 
that there are beginners who may 
be steered away from it due to 
avoidable mistakes. And, there are 
those who’ve become decent ski-
ers — they love the sport and they 
continue skiing each season — but 
they’re held back by questionable 
technique and inaccurate practice.

Here are four common mistakes 
that skiers make on snow-capped 
slopes:
“I’m too old to be a great skier, so 
I’ll just wing it.” 

Some people are raised on the 
slopes, carving up the snow at age 
6 and entering competitions at age 
8. Most folks, however, have aver-
age natural ability and aren’t raised 
on skis. But they can, if accurately 
trained, become very competent 
skiers. 

If you’re completely new to ski-

ing, take the time to learn some 
basics — preferably with a quali-
fied instructor. The most important 
fundamental to learn is balance, as 
applied to skiing; all sports rely on 

balance to some extent, and for ski-
ing it all starts there.
“I can be great if only I can over-
come my fear.” 
 Indeed, hurling one’s body down 

what they perceive to be a steep 
slope of slippery snow takes cour-
age. It makes sense to have butter-
flies at the top of a slope, but over-
coming nerves alone won’t make 
you great.
 Some skiers, even a few new 
to the sport, have little fear when 
skiing — but that’s often because 
they’ve practiced and have under-
gone sound training. The more 
adept you become as a skier, the 
more fear-based emotion is pushed 
to the “back-burner” and is, as 
practice continues, largely replaced 
by new-found confidence and more 
fun.
“I’m beyond the basics.” 
 Ninety-five percent of skiers, 
including some professionals, do 
not fully appreciate and utilize the 
power of balance — at least not 
consciously. Many simply believe 
they are fully balanced, but this 
is often delusional and maybe ar-
rogant thinking. The best advice 
is to be a constant student, which 
means consistent vigilance toward 
one’s balance.
 A great skier is one who can con-
sistently recover following balance 
losses. You may be frustrated that 
you lost balance at all. However, 
the ability to recover with ease is a 
sign that you are well-balanced.
“I don’t want to pre-release from 
my ski bindings; my gear seems 
OK.”
 Just as it is silly to think that gear 
alone will make you a good skier, 
so too is the idea that gear doesn’t 
have specific requirements. Most 
vitally, you’ll want to make sure ski 
bindings — a device that connects 

a ski boot to a ski — adhere to the 
right DIN (German for “Deutsche 
Institut Fuer Normung”) standard. 
 If your bindings are accurately 
set to suit your age, ability and 
weight, and if you are skiing with 
proper technique, you will prob-
ably not pre-release from them. 
But if you make a mistake serious 
enough to merit a release from 
attachment to your skis before fall-
ing, then chances of injury are 
dramatically decreased. Some ski-
ers tamper with these professional 
standards to prevent release, which 
can be extremely dangerous.
 Other important facets include 
boots — the most important gear 
item for technique — and ski 
poles, which should be the correct 
length.
 I have heard far too many dis-
turbing stories due to the inaccu-
rate setting of the binding alone. 
Too many of my friends, and the 
general skiing fraternity, have expe-
rienced broken legs. Don’t be one 
of many skiers, experts included, 
who neglect the binding setting. 
Get your skis’ bindings regularly 
checked by a professional, and 
don’t tamper with them. 

Chalky White, author of “The 7 Se-
crets of Skiing,” is a professional ski 
instructor who is highly regarded for 
helping to develop balance for skiers 
of all levels, including experts. He 
has taught students in the Alps, New 
Zealand and the Rocky Mountains 
in Colorado, where he remains a 
longtime member of the esteemed Vail 
and Beaver Creek Ski School. Chalky 
is also a motivational speaker.

Exercising on the slopes
Four common errors to avoid after putting on those skis 

COURTESY OF WHITE

Professional ski instructor Chalky White glides down a slope.

EMPOWER
YOUR BODY & YOUR MIND

Springs Pilates Pleasanton 
1257 Quarry Lane, #100, Pleasanton, CA 94566 

925-399-5419  
SpringsPilatesPleasanton.com

Professional, experienced instructors  
Fully-equipped studio

NOW
OPEN!

MELT™ Method classes for relief from chronic pain  
 private & group classes  

for men and women of all ages 
New client discounts available! 

• Pre-and post-rehabilitation 
 

 
•  Specialty Pilates for those with breast 

cancer, osteoporosis, arthritis, scoliosis, 
Parkinson’s Disease

•  Small groups with maximum of 4 
clients for personalized attention and 
customized programs.

 
semi-private Pilates training available.

Sohl Chiropractic uses the INSIGHTTM 
leading edge scanning technology  

to provide YOU with the best care possible. 

Specialized in Treating: Call Us Today for a Complete 
Initial Examination Package

Initial consultation, examination  
and COREscore health report. Exp. 2/27/15

$49 FOR  
ONLY

Low Back Pain
Neck Pain
Headaches
Pregnancy Pains

Sciatica
Sports Injuries
Knee Pain
And much more…

Call: 925-462-BACK (2225)
4439 Stoneridge Dr. #200, Pleasanton

www.sohlchiropractic.com

The only technology of
 

The Space Foundation.

“I was diagnosed with degenerative 
disc disease years ago. I had neck 
pain and numbness in my hands 
that kept me awake at night. It is 
now gone! I feel better, and have the 
energy I need to run my life.” 
— Debbie

“I came to see Dr. Sohl for my 
severe back, hip and knee pain. 
For the first time in years my back 
felt better. Dr. Sohl’s treatments 
have made a huge improvement  
to my life!” 
— Mike

Follow-up Exam
Healthy

In Tune

Initial Exam
Challenged

Out of Tune

STAYING HEALTHY
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At The Parkview, we listen. We want to know how we’re doing, 

so we ask. According to our 2014 Satisfaction Survey — carried 

out, calculated and validated by a third party — 95% of residents 

and families would recommend The Parkview. The reasons are 

many. We provide high quality service. Our focus is on wellness 

of mind, body and spirit. And we feature unique Signature 

Programs including intergenerational events, along with powerful 

life enrichment like Thrill of a Lifetime, music and pet therapies. 

Our mission is to inspire each resident every day. All this with the 

convenience of month-to-month rental.

For residents who experience memory impairment, we offer our 

renowned Dawn of a New Day memory care program designed 

by Dr. Teri Tift. Our approach focuses on comfort, personal dignity 

and self-worth delivered by specially trained staff and enhanced 

by family involvement whenever possible. 

Experience the The Parkview difference.  
Call, click or come by today.

95% of residents and families  
would recommend  
The Parkview

THE PARKVIEW
ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE IN PLEASANTON

managed by

eskaton.org

100 Valley Avenue, Pleasanton

925-401-7414

License # 015601283

A great day starts with a balanced break-
fast filled with healthy ingredients fit for 
the whole family. Enticing the youngest 

family members to enjoy as many food groups 
as possible at the morning meal — includ-
ing veggies — may be challenging, but it’s an 
important step to ensuring a well-rounded diet 
all day long.
 Here are some tips to get youngsters to eat 
more vegetables, starting with the breakfast 
table and continuing throughout the day. 

1. Look for dining occasions for vegetables 
throughout the day, including breakfast. 
 While veggies are often only thought of 
at dinnertime, parents can help ensure their 
kids get the proper amount of vegetables by 
combining frozen fruit and veggies into other 
meals and snacks, such as smoothies. These are 
a great start to the morning and an easy way to 
work in extra servings of fruits and vegetables. 
 Another option is combining many ingredi-
ents, including veggies, into a single breakfast 
dish, such as the baked eggs with peppers and 
breakfast sausage recipe below.

2. Whether frozen or fresh, it’s important 
to get veggies in every meal.
 Nine out of 10 Americans don’t eat enough 
vegetables on a daily basis, so incorporating 
them into each meal is important. 
 From a nutritional perspective, there is little 
to no difference between fresh and frozen veg-
etables. Veggies are often flash-frozen within 
four hours after harvest, locking in peak fresh-
ness, nutrients, taste and color. Easy to store in 
the freezer, they make it a snap to have nutri-
tious ingredients on hand for any meal. 

3. Mix up the veggie and flavor profiles to 
keep meals exciting.  
 It’s easy to become bored with the same 
meals or flavors, so mix up mealtime. Veg-
etable varieties are available year-round at 

affordable prices, fresh as well as frozen in the 
Bay Area, allowing families to change up their 
meals regardless of the season. 
 With a little creativity, you will have the 
kids in your family eating more vegetables at 
every meal, beginning with breakfast. 

— Family Features

Show kids just how delicious veggies can be

Baked eggs with peppers 
and breakfast sausage

6 ounces breakfast sausage  
(if links, remove from casing)

1/2 bag Frozen pepper & onion blend
4 large eggs
Salt and ground black pepper
1/4 cup whole milk or heavy cream
1/2 cup shredded Monterey Jack cheese
Chopped fresh parsley for garnish

Preheat oven to 325 degrees. 

Lightly grease four 8-ounce ramekins 
with nonstick cooking spray.

Brown sausage over medium heat in 
nonstick skillet, stirring and breaking 
up sausage, about five minutes. Stir in 
peppers and onions and cook, stirring 
occasionally, five minutes or until 
vegetables are tender.

Evenly divide vegetable mixture among 
prepared ramekins.

Gently break one egg into each ramekin 
and season with salt and pepper. Evenly 
top each egg with milk and cheese.

Place ramekins on baking sheet. Bake 
10-12 minutes or until egg white is 
opaque but yolk is still soft.

Garnish with parsley and serve.

Breakfast
and beyond

FAMILY FEATURES

Eggs, sausages, cheese, cream and frozen veggies make for a delicious, nutritious breakfast served in 
individual ramekins.

STAYING HEALTHY
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Our emergency doctors treat everything from cuts and breaks to life-threatening 
illnesses. Our 24-hour Emergency Department has private treatment rooms, and a 
comfortable, large waiting room. While we hope you never have an emergency, our 
experienced physicians and nurses are here, close to home and around the clock.  
For non-life threatening conditions, try InQuickER on our website.

San Ramon ER 
 Blood Conservation Program

 Breast Center

 Cancer Services

 Cardiac Services

  Diabetes Management 

 Family Birthing Center

 Infusion Center

 Joint Treatment

  Orthopedic Services

 Pediatric Services

  Pediatricians from  
Children’s Hospital Oakland

 Outpatient Surgery Center

  Outpatient Therapy Services

  San Ramon Regional  
Medical Plaza in Gale Ranch

 Spine Treatment

 Sports Performance Institute

 Stroke Program

 Wound & Ostomy Care

H O S P I T A L  S E R V I C E S

6001 Norris Canyon Road, San Ramon   
925.275.9200  |  Physician Referral: 800.284.2878

Try our New Free Maternity & 
Baby's 1st Year Apps  
on our website  
www.OurSanRamonHospital.com
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Opinion
EDITORIAL THE OPINION OF THE WEEKLY

Within a year, Pleasanton’s 26,800 dogs should have a better place 
to romp when the city’s second, larger and more elaborate dog 
park opens along the Marilyn Kane Trail just off Bernal Avenue 

and West Lagoon Road. Sandwiched between the southbound on-ramp to 
I-680 and the Arroyo de la Laguna, the dogs will have 1.5 acres for run-
ning, playing and even trying their skills on special amenities, such as a 
dog teeter-totter and a climbing wall.
 It’s been 14 years since Pleasanton acquired the 328-acre Bernal Com-
munity Park with hopes from dog owners that they would get a much 
bigger, better dog park to supplement the first one opened in Muirwood 
Community Park in 1998. That narrow back-of-the-park exercise area lies 
just under the noisy I-680 freeway, with the only amenities consisting of a 
watering bowl and a picnic table. 
 But in the public referendum to approve plans for the Bernal open 
space, a dog park was specifically ruled out, whether by cat owners or an 
anti-dog coalition. After “loud talk” at their meetings, City Council mem-
bers heard the message. Tuesday, they voted to approve the conceptual 
plan (see schematic 
at right) and asked 
the Berkeley-based 
Tanaka Design 
Group to develop 
final plans. With 
luck, the design 
will be ready to go 
out for a contrac-
tor’s bid in July 
and the park could 
open in early 2016.
 The estimated 
cost of the park is 
between $350,000 
and $400,000 and 
will include sepa-
rated fenced off 
sections for small 
and large dogs, dog 
waste dispensers, 
fresh water fau-
cets, an engineered 
wood fiber surface 
and even a bulletin 
board for dog own-
ers. The small off-
street parking lot used by trail walkers will be expanded to at least twice 
its size, and the park will be heavily landscaped with shrubs and trees to 
soften any barking noise from nearby neighborhoods.
 Of course, in a perfect world, dog parks would not have to exist as 
well-behaved dogs would have the privilege of being off-leash. And, 
despite laws to the contrary, dogs often can be seen running free in 
Pleasanton parks under the benevolent eyes of their owners. Good dog 
parks, it is said, encourage owners to take their dogs there for safety 
and hygiene reasons. Perhaps that’s what makes dog parks the fastest-
growing segment of the urban park population. Today, in the 100 largest 
cities in the United States, there are over 600 off-leash parks for pooches 
to putter around and play.
 Jacksonville, Fla., charges $11 per pup to enter, but there you get 42 
acres of open space and Lake Bow Wow, a 2-acre swimming lake with a 
fountain. Chicago’s Mondog Park offers a chance for dog owners to walk 
their pets along the shores of Lake Michigan. 
 Remember Millie, President George H.W. Bush’s English springer span-
iel? Millie died of pneumonia in 1997 at age 12, but Millie’s name lives on 
with the sprawling, 13-acre dog park with three ponds, water fountains 
and wash-stations established in her honor in Houston. 
 Closer to home, Point Isabel in Richmond is a one-of-a-kind, land-
scaped, 23-acre off-leash dog park that is one of the largest in the country. 
It has sweeping views of the Bay Area, and is well known for its dog bath 
facility, Mudpuppy’s. Half a million dogs visit Point Isabel each year.
 Pleasanton’s new dog park will be less spacious and, hopefully, attract 
less out-of-town traffic. Plus, dogs and their owners will have the spec-
tacular views of the Ridgeland. Beat that Richmond!  

A park for dogs,  
great views for owners
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WEEKLY MEETING NOTICES

The above represents a sampling of upcoming meeting items.  
For complete information, please visit 

 www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/community/calendar

Planning Commission
Wednesday, January 28, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. 
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

P14-1276, City of Pleasanton 
Application to amend Title 18 (Zoning) of the Pleasanton 
Municipal Code to establish a permit process and 
performance standards for beekeeping.
Work Session to discuss the existing Conditional Use 
Permit (UP-77-13) granted to operate a private lodge 
(Pleasanton Masonic Center) at 3370 Hopyard Road.

Energy & Environment Committee
Wednesday, January 28, 2015 at 5:00 p.m. 
Operations Services Center, 3333 Busch Rd

Selection of 2015 Chair and Vice-Chair
Committee Priorities Recommendations to Council 2015-16 
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Author Visits
CHRISTINA GRAY’S ‘BE FREE 
COOKING’ Meet Christina Gray, 
owner of Bella Luna studios, pho-
tographer, and author of ‘Be Free 
Cooking,” a new allergen-aware 
cookbook, at her book-signing 
event from 3-5 p.m. on Saturday, 
Jan. 31 at Towne Center Books, 
555 Main St. The book pairs 
original recipes for everyone and 
similar recipes for those who have 
allergies or diet restrictions. 

Book Clubs
GREAT BOOKS OF PLEASANTON The 
Great Books of Pleasanton book 
club meets at 7:30 p.m. the fourth 
Monday monthly at Towne Center 
Books, 555 Main St. Call Sadie at 
846-1658. 

Civic Meetings
SCHOOL BOARD The Pleasanton 
Unified School District Board 
meets at 7 p.m. on the second and 
fourth Tuesday monthly during the 
school year in the district office 
board room, 4665 Bernal Ave. 

Classes
SOCIAL SKILLS GROUPS Weekly 
social enhancement and develop-
ment classes for children/teens with 
and without developmental chal-
lenges. Zones of regulation classes 
and bully-proofing classes also 
available. Call 484-0074. 

Clubs
JON COUPAL AT TRI-VALLEY 
REPUBLICAN WOMEN DINNER Jon 
Coupal, President of the Howard 
Jarvis Taxpayers Association 
(HJTA), will be the guest speaker at 
the Tri-Valley Republican Women 
meeting at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
Feb. 5 at Cattlemens Restaurant in 
Livermore. Cost is $30 for mem-
bers, $34 for guests. Contact/RSVP 
Linda Krikorian at krikorianpub-
lishing@yahoo.com or 426-1474. 

PLEASANTON LIONS CLUB The 
Pleasanton Lions Club meets for 
dinner at 6:30 p.m. the second and 
fourth Tuesday of the month at 
The Regalia House, 4133 Regalia 
Court. The dinner fee is $10. For 
more information please visit 
http//pleasantonlionsclub.org. 

Concerts
HOPE BRIGGS CONCERT AT 
PLEASANTON LIBRARY Verdi soprano 
Hope Briggs will perform at 2 
p.m. on Sunday, Jan. 25 at the 
Pleasanton Library. Free and open 
to all. Hope Briggs has wowed with 
roles in “Aida,” “Il Trovatore,” and 
“Doktor Faust.” 

Events
GIRLS NIGHT OUT NETWORKING 
Girls Night Out Networking and 
Pans on Fire invite you to join them 

from 5-7 p.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 
4 at Pans on Fire for networking 
opportunities, raffle prizes, social-
izing, great food and fun. Cost is 
$10-$15. RSVP and prepay required 
by Monday, Feb. 2. Call 487-4748 
or go to www.gnon.org/rsvp.html. 

Fundraisers
BELLA ROSA BALL FOR AXIS 
COMMUNITY HEALTH The Rotarian 
Foundation of Livermore will 
present the Bella Rosa Ball from 
6-10:30 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 
14 at the new event center at the 
Garre Winery, 7986 Tesla Road, 
Livermore. Enjoy a three-course 
gourmet meal, a glass of cham-
pagne or wine, dessert, and an 
evening of dancing to the Cool 
Tones Big Band. Tickets are $125. 
Benefits Axix Community Health 
programs. Go to rotarianfounda-
tionlivermore.org. 

FOOTHILL BAND CRAB FEED AND 
AUCTION Join for great crab and 
music by the award-winning 
Foothill Jazz band and help sup-
port the music program, from 
6-10 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 6 at 
the Veterans Memorial Hall, 301 
Main St. For tickets and informa-
tion go to http://www.eventbrite.
com/e/foothill-band-crab-
feed-and-auction-2015-tickets-
14181793125?aff=es2&rank=40. 

PAWS IN NEED: VALENTINE CRAB 
FEED Save the life of a pet- attend 
the Paws In Need Valentine Crab 
Feed from 6-10 p.m. on Saturday, 
Feb. 7 at the Shannon Community 
Center, 11600 Shannon Ave., 
Dublin. Fresh cracked crab, sides, 
no-host bar and raffles. All pro-
ceeds benefit local pets. Tickets 
are $50 before Jan. 17 and $55 
after. Buy at Paws-In-Need.org or 
send check to Paws In Need, P.O. 
Box 3436, San Ramon, CA 94583. 
Call 323-8517. 

PLEASANTON LIONS CRAB FEED 
FUNDRAISER Come to the Annual 
award-winning Crab Feed 
Fundraiser for an evening of all 
you can eat crab, pasta, salad and 
rolls, from 6-11 p.m. on Saturday, 
Jan. 24 at the Alameda County 
Fairgrounds. Dancing, fun in the 
casino, playing the dessert rou-
lette wheel or silent auction items 
and sports memorabilia. Cost is 
$55. Call 484-3524 or go to www.
pleasantonlionsclub.org. 

RAGIN’ CAJUN GOES TO RIO Ragin’ 
Cajun is Bay Area’s Mardi Gras 
event of the year! This year there’s 
a twist as the celebration theme 
moves from New Orleans to Rio for 
a taste of Carnival! Enjoy music, 
dancing, dinner and auctions, from 
6-11 p.m. on Friday, March 6, 
2015, at Casa Real, 410 Vineyard 
Ave. This is the annual fundraiser 
event for the Sandra J Wing Healing 
Therapies Foundation. Tickets are 
$105 before Dec. 24, 2014, $125 
after. Call (866) 862-7270 or go to 
www.healingtherapiesfoundation.
org. 

SLEEP TRAIN’S PAJAMA DRIVE FOR 
FOSTER KIDS Sleep Train’s annual 
Pajama Drive aims to make night-

time cozier for local foster children 
ensuring they go to bed wearing 
their own pair of comfortable 
pajamas. Donations of new PJs 
in every size, infant to adult, can 
be dropped off at any Sleep Train 
store now through March 1. 

Holiday
TRI-VALLEY CULTURAL JEWS TU 
B’SHVAT CELEBRATION Join Tri-Valley 
Cultural Jews for the annual Tu 
B’shvat celebration from 10:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 1 
at Alviso Adobe Community Park. 
Some habitat improvement com-
munity service followed by a pot-
luck. Wear clothes you don’t mind 
getting dirty! Traditional Tu B’shvat 
potluck items include figs, apples, 
nuts, carob, etc. Free to members, 
$10 for guests. Call 485-1049.

Lectures/
Workshops
GRIEF WORKSHOP The death of a 
loved one is unlike any other loss. 
The reality of death leaves most of 
us in a state of shock, confusion 
and sadness. Join bi-monthly for 
your healing journey at 7:30 p.m. 
on the second and fourth Thursday 
evenings, Dec. 11-Mar. 26 (no ses-
sion on Christmas) at St. Elizabeth 
Seton Church, 4001 Stoneridge 
Drive. Call Mary Hagerty at 846-
5377. 

HEALTHY EATING HABITS Julie 
Emmett will present “Healthy 
Eating Habits: Simplifying Family 
Meal Times Overcoming Sugar 
Craving” at 7 p.m. on Thursday, 
Jan. 29 at the Pleasanton Library. 
Learn facts about clean eating, 
ways to not break the bank, mak-
ing meal time fun again and saving 
time as well. 

PATRICK HUNT: THE ALPINE ICEMAN 
Dr. Patrick Hunt of the Stanford 
Alpine Archaeology Project will 
discuss new research on the oldest 
mummy ever discovered, “Otzi,” 
found embedded in the ice in 
the Oztal Alps. Join from 7:30-9 

p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 29 at the 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. Tickets are $30. Call 
3736800 or go to www.livermore-
performingarts.org. 

SELF ADVOCACY AND SPECIAL NEEDS 
Self-Advocacy and Special Needs- 
Helping Your Child Help Yourself. 
Todd Gary, SRVUSD Special Needs 
Liaison 2007-13, attorney and 
advocate, will explore how we can 
foster effective self-advocacy in 
our children with special needs, 
and provide pragmatic tools for 
doing so from 6:30-8:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, Jan. 29 at Harvest Park 
Middle School. Free event. Go to 
bit.ly/1E3MtbO. 

On Stage
‘LES MISERABLES’ See “Les 
Miserables” at 8 p.m. Fridays 
and Saturdays, 2 p.m. Sundays, 
from Jan. 17-31 at the Bankhead 
Theater in Livermore. An addi-
tional matinee will be at 2 p.m. 
on Saturday, Jan. 31. Tickets are 
$20-$39. Call 373-6800 or go 
to http://tickets.livermoreper-
formingarts.org/single/PSDetail.
aspx?psn=3912. 

PACIFIC COAST REPERTORY 
THEATRE PRESENTS ‘FOREVER 
PLAID’ When four young sing-
ers are killed in a car crash, they 
posthumously take the stage for 
one final gig in this goofy 1950’s 
nostalgia trip. Full of classic bar-
bershop quartet harmonies and 
wonderful tunes. See the show at 8 
p.m. on Fridays, Jan. 30 and Feb. 
13; 8 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 7; 2 
p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 31; and 2 
p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 15. Tickets 
are $17-$38. Call 931-4848 or go 
to www.firehousearts.org. 

PACIFIC COAST REPERTORY 
THEATRE PRESENTS ‘THE TAFFETAS’ 
It is 1950-something, and these 
four singing sisters, Kaye, Peggy, 
Cheryl and “Donna, from Muncie, 
Indiana are making their national 
television debut. See the show at 
8 p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 31 and 
Feb. 14; 8 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 
6; 2 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 7; 
and 2 p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 8 at 

Firehouse Arts Center. Tickets are 
$17-$38. Call 931-4848 or go to 
www.firehousearts.org.

Spiritual
SUNDAY SERVICES AT UNITY OF 
TRI-VALLEY Join the Sunday service 
with Reverend Karen Epps at 10 
a.m. every week at Unity of Tri-
Valley, 7567 Amador Valley Blvd., 
Suite 108, Dublin. Children’s pro-
gram available. All are welcome. 
Ongoing classes, groups, and 
activities. Call 829-2733 or go to 
http://www.unityoftrivalley.org/. 

THREE DIAMONDS QIGONG SERIES 
“Three Diamonds Qigong” will 
focus on exercises that tap into 
and cultivate the three greatest 
reservoirs of energy within our-
selves to create more stamina, 
more joy, clearer thinking, and 
better overall health. Classes 
will be from 5:30-6:30 p.m. on 
Tuesdays, Jan. 27; Feb. 3, 10, 17, 
24; and March 3, 10, 17 at Unity 
of Tri-Valley’s Gathering Place, 
7567 Amador Valley Blvd. Suite 
120, Dublin. Drop-in classes are 
$12, prepayment for entire 8-week 
course is $80. Contact Gayle 
Staehle at 200-1765 or gstaehle@
comcast.net. 

Support 
Groups
BREAST CANCER SUPPORT GROUP 
The American Cancer Society 
Breast Cancer Support group meets 
from 7:30-9 p.m. on the second 
and fourth Tuesday of every month 
at LifeStyleRx, 1111 E. Stanley 
Blvd., Livermore. Call 833-2784 or 
visit www.valleycare.com. 

TRI VALLEY SUPPORT GROUP FOR 
FIBROMYALGIA, LUPUS AND ALL 
FORMS OF ARTHRITIS This group 
meets from 6:30-8 p.m. on the 
fourth Monday of every month at 
the Groves at Dublin Ranch in the 
Clubhouse, 3115 Finnian Way, 
Dublin. It hosts special speakers like 
doctors or specialists. For more infor-
mation, call JoAnne at 875-0960. 

Volunteering
SUNOL DOCENT TRAINING Become a 
Sunol Regional Wilderness docent 
to volunteer at a variety of parks 
and join the East Bay Regional 
Park District’s volunteer com-
munity. The next Sunol Docent 
training class will take place on 
Monday and Wednesday mornings, 
Jan. 28-March 16. Contact (510) 
544-3240 or Docents.Sunol@
ebparks.org. Go to www.ebparks.
org/about/getinvolved/volunteer/
docent. 

TRI-VALLEY HAVEN FOOD PANTRY 
The Tri-Valley Haven food pantry is 
in need of volunteers to help sort, 
organize, and bag donated food 
items along with other duties. If 
you can help out please contact 
Stacey at 449-5845. All shifts avail-
able Monday-Thursday at Tri-Valley 
Haven food pantry, 418 Junction 
Ave., Livermore. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR COMMUNITY  POST CALENDAR ITEMS AT PLEASANTONWEEKLY.COMCalendar
PET OF THE WEEK

Have a royal 
good time 
with Duke
A Lab/Rottweiler mix, 
4-year-old Duke has excel-
lent manners and leads a 
very dignified procession. 
He’s a bit jealous when 
it comes to sharing his 
treasures with other dogs, 
but will eagerly present a 
person with his favorite 
scepter for a good game 
of fetch. Visit Duke at Val-
ley Humane Society, 3670 
Nevada St. For more info, 
visit valleyhumane.org or 
call 426-8656.

VALLEY HUMANE SOCIETY/V. KELLY
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Bulletin
Board

115 Announcements
Pregnant? 
Considering adoption? Call us first. 
Living expenses, housing, medical, and 
continued support afterwards. Choose 
adoptive family of your choice.  
Call 24/7. 1-877-879-4709  
(CalSCAN)

Pregnant? 
Thinking of adoption? Talk with car-
ing agency specializing in matching 
Birthmothers with Families Nationwide. 
LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7 Abby’s 
One True Gift Adoptions. 866-413-6293. 
Void in Illinois/ New Mexico/Indiana  
(AAN CAN)

130 Classes & 
Instruction
Aviation Grads 
work with JetBlue, Boeing, NASA and 
others- start here with hands on train-
ing for FAA certification. Financial aid 
if qualified. Call Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 800-725-1563  
(AAN CAN)

Train at Home 
to process Medical Billing and Insurance 
Claims. No experience required. Become 
a Medical Office Assistant now with our  
online training program! HS Diploma/
GED and Computer/ Internet required to 
participate. 1-877-649-3155. 
 (Cal-SCAN)

For Sale
202 Vehicles Wanted
Cash for Cars 
Any Car/Truck. Running or Not! Top 
Dollar Paid. We Come To You! Call For 
Instant Offer: 1-888-420-3808 www.
cash4car.com (AAN CAN)

Donate Your Car, Truck, Boat 
to Heritage for the Blind. Free 3 Day 
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, 
All Paperwork Taken Care of. 800-731-
5042 (Cal-SCAN)

Wanted: Old Porsches 
I buy old Porsche’s 911, 356. 1948-1973 
only. Any condition. Top $$ paid. Finders 
Fee. Call 707-965-9546 or email porsche-
classics@yahoo.com (Cal-SCAN)

235 Wanted to Buy
Cash for Diabetic Test Strips 
Don’t throw boxes away - Help oth-
ers. Unopen/Unexpired boxes only. 
All Brands Considered. Call Anytime! 
24hrs/7days (888) 491-1168 (Cal-SCAN)

245 Miscellaneous
DirecTV 
Start saving $$$ with DIRECTV. $19.99 
mo. 130 channels, FREE HDDVR-4 ROOM 
install. High Speed Internet-Phone 
Bundle available.  
CALL TODAY 877-829-0681  
(AAN CAN)

DirecTV! 
Get The Big Deal from DirecTV! Act Now- 
$19.99/mo. Free 3-Months of HBO, starz, 
SHOWTIME & CINEMAX. FREE GENIE HD/
DVR Upgrade! 2014 NFL Sunday Ticket. 
Included with Select Packages. New 
Customers Only. IV Support Holdings 
LLC- An authorized DirecTV Dealer. 
Some exclusions apply - Call for details 
1-800-385-9017 (Cal-SCAN)

Dish Network 
Save! Starting $19.99/month (for 12 
months.) Premium Channel Offers 
Available. FREE Equipment, Installation 
and Activation. CALL,  
COMPARE LOCAL DEALS!  
1-800-691-6715.  
(Cal-SCAN)

DISH TV Retailer 
Starting at $19.99/month (for 12 mos.) 
and High Speed Internet starting at 
$14.95/month (where available.) SAVE! 
Ask About SAME  
DAY Installation! CALL Now!  
1-800-357-0810.  
(Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step Walk-in Tub 
Alert for Seniors. Bathroom falls can be 
fatal. Approved by Arthritis Foundation. 
Therapeutic Jets. Less Than 4 Inch Step-
In. Wide Door. Anti-Slip Floors. American 
Made. Installation Included. Call  
800-799-4811 for $750 Off.  
(Cal-SCAN)

Sawmills 
from only $4397. Make and Save Money 
with your own bandmill- Cut lumber 
any dimension. In stock ready to ship. 
FREE Info/DVD:  
www.NorwoodSawmills.com  
1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N  
(Cal-SCAN)

270 Tickets
Did You Know 
Newspaper-generated content is 
so valuable it’s taken and repeated, 
condensed, broadcast, tweeted, dis-
cussed, posted, copied, edited, and 
emailed countless times throughout 
the day by others? Discover the Power 
of Newspaper Advertising. For a free 
brochure call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com  
(Cal-SCAN)

Kid’s
Stuff

345 Tutoring/
Lessons
Math Tutoring 
Get your child to love math. Free trial. 
(925)487-1691

Mind
& Body

403 Acupuncture
Did You Know 
that not only does newspaper media 
reach a HUGE Audience, they also  
reach an ENGAGED AUDIENCE. Discover 
the Power of Newspaper Advertising. 
For a free brochure call 916-288-6011  
or email cecelia@cnpa.com  
(Cal-SCAN)

425 Health Services
Struggling with Drugs 
or alcohol? Addicted to PILLS? Talk  
to someone who cares. Call The 
Addiction Hope & Help Line for a  
free assessment. 800-978-6674

435 Integrative  
Medicine
Did You Know 
7 in 10 Americans or 158 million U.S. 
Adults read content from newspaper 
media each week? Discover the Power 
of Newspaper Advertising. For a free 
brochure call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

Jobs
500 Help Wanted

Computers  
Veeva Systems Inc. seeks a Senior 
Software Engineer in Pleasanton, CA 
to dvlp cloud basd solns. BS in  
Cmptr Sci, Engrg, or rltd fld + 5 yrs 
exp. Req 4 yrs exp wrkg on lrg  
scale sys; exp w/ Java, incldg  
Spring frmwrk; exp in sftwr  
dvlpmnt; exp w/ Sftwr as Serv  
solns, lrg data sets, ETL styl sys or 
srch serv; exp w/ Entrprs serv buses 
(MULE), Data mgmt (RDBMS, NOSQL), 
Spring, Maven, Git,  
Lucene (ElasticSearch/SOLR),  
REST, & Msg Queuing. Perm US  
work auth. Aply @ www.jobposting-
today.com ref# 2074

JANITORIAL 
SEEKING EXPERIENCED JANITOR WITH 
HIGH QUALITY HOUSEKEEPING SKILLS 
FOR CITY OF PLEASANTON FACILITIES. 
REQUIREMENTS 2 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN 
ALL ASPECTS OF JANITORIAL, DRUG & 
BACKGROUND CLEARANCE AND VALID 
CA. DRIVER LICENSE. EMAIL RESUME 
AND CONTACT INFORMATION TO 
IMPERIALMAINT@AOL.COM.

RF Engineers  
HQ Pleasanton, CA - Multiple 
Openings- (Must Be Willing to Work 
At Client Sites w/in US) Responsible 
for Dsgn & Optimize of LTE/ UMTS/ 
GSM/EVDO & CDMA Wireless 
Networks, incl overlay projects, traffic 
planning, BSS planning for cell site 
integr’n, KPI analysis. Prep/revise 
RF affidavits & docs to support site 
dvlpmt & zoning reqmts. Provide 
analysis of dsgn restrictions & solu-
tions (i.e. physical limitations, co-los, 
EMF limitations). Create & validate 
freq plans for large area/clusters. 
Conduct neighbor audits & analysis 
for extensive areas/dual band/dual 
vendor sys balance, timing advance, 
hardware issues, etc. Create & present 
RF performance reports to int & ext 
custmrs. Participate in creation/dvlp-
mt of in-house tools (Excel, Access) to 
speed up analysis of RF performance 
data (i.e. scripts, macros, etc.). Create 
& eval procedures for improving ntwk 
performance analysis & mgmt. Req: 
BS in Elec Eng, or Elec & Com, or Elec 
& Com Eng, or Computer Apps, or 
clsly rltd deg. Working Knwl of stan-
dard concepts, practices and proce-
dures w/in Wireless Industry. Resume 
to Telecom Technology Services 
Inc, Attn: HR - RF Engineer, 7901 
Stoneridge Dr, Ste 500, Pleasanton, 
CA 94588

550 Business 
Opportunities
Avon: Earn Extra Income 
with a new career! Sell from home, 
work, online. $15 startup. For informa-
tion, call: 877-830-2916. (CalSCAN)

560 Employment 
Information
Drivers: Attn: Drivers 
$2K Sign-On Bonus. Accelerate your 
Career! $$ RECENT PAY INCREASE $$ 
Make $55,000 your first year! CDL-A Req 
- (877) 258-8782  
www.ad-drivers.com (Cal-SCAN) 

Drivers: Need Class A 
training. Start a CAREER in trucking 
today! Swift Academies offer PTDI certi-
fied courses and offer “Best-In-Class” 
training. New Academy Classes Weekly 
• No Money Down or Credit Check • 
Certified Mentors Ready and Available 
• Paid (While Training With Mentor) • 
Regional and Dedicated Opportunities 
• Great Career Path • Excellent Benefits 
Package. Please Call: (520) 226-4362 
(Cal-SCAN)

Drivers: No Experience? 
Some or LOTS of experience? Let’s 
Talk! No matter what stage in 
your career, it’s time, call Central 
Refrigerated Home. 888-891-2195 www.
CentralTruckDrivingjobs.com (CalSCAN)

Make $1,000 Weekly! 
Mailing Brochures From Home. Helping 
home workers since 2001. Genuine 
Opportunity. No Experience Required. 
Start Immediately. www.theworking-
corner.com (AAN CAN)

Obtain Class A CDL 
in 2 ½ weeks. Company Sponsored 
Training. Also Hiring Recent Truck 
School Graduates, Experienced Drivers. 
Must be 21 or Older.  
Call: (866) 275-2349. (Cal-SCAN)

Business
Services

601 Accounting/
Bookkeeping
NEED HELP WITH QUICKBOOKS? 
Over 21 years experience in all  
aspects of bookkeeping. No job too big 
or too small. Call Linda,  
925/918-2233

605 Antiques & Art 
Restoration

“A Labor of Love”
ANTIQUE RESTORATION

Preserve special memories...
Recycle the past into the future

Impeccable Quality 
Integrity of Workmanship

Conveniently located in Pleasanton 
For 14 Years

925-216-7976   License #042392

609 Catering/Event 
Planning
Intelligent’s limo service 
Intelligent’s Limo services. Call (800) 
520-2114 to book us now!

624 Financial
Big Trouble with IRS? 
Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS? 
Stop wage and bank levies, liens and 
audits, unfiled tax returns, payroll issues, 
& resolve tax debt FAST. Call 844-753-
1317 (AAN CAN)

Big Trouble with IRS? 
Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS? 
Stop wage and bank levies, liens and 
audits, unfiled tax returns, payroll issues, 
and resolve tax debt FAST. Seen on CNN. 
A BBB. Call 1-800-761-5395. (Cal-SCAN)

Do You Owe $10,000 
to the IRS or State in back taxes? Get tax 
relief now! Call BlueTax, the nation’s full 
service tax solution firm. 800-393-6403.  
(Cal-SCAN)

Reduce Your Past Tax Bill 
Reduce Your Past Tax Bill by as much as 
75 Percent. Stop Levies, Liens and Wage 
Garnishments. Call The Tax DR Now to 
see if you Qualify 1-800-498-1067.  
(Cal-SCAN)

Social Secuity Disability 
benefits. Unable to work? Denied ben-
efits? We Can Help! WIN or Pay Nothing! 
Contact Bill Gordon & Associates at 
1-800-966-1904 to start your application 
today! (Cal-SCAN)

636 Insurance
Auto Insurance 
starting at $25/month! Call 855-977-
9537 (AAN CAN)

Lowest Prices 
on Health and Dental Insurance. We 
have the best rates from top companies! 
Call Now! 888-989-4807.  
(CalSCAN)

Home
Services

704 Audio/Visual
Did You Know 
144 million U.S. Adults read a 
Newspaper print copy each week? 
Discover the Power of Newspaper 
Advertising. For a free brochure call 916-
288-6011 or email cecelia@cnpa.com 
(Cal-SCAN)

715 Cleaning 
Services
Convenient Cleaning 
Personalized service. Move in/ move 
out. 15+ years exp., refs. $60 for 3 hours. 
Lic. 060612. Natalie,  
925/922-3920

751 General 
Contracting

A NOTICE TO READERS:  
It is illegal for an unlicensed person 
to perform contracting work on any 
project valued at $500.00 or more in 
labor and materials. State law also 
requires that contractors include 
their license numbers on all advertis-
ing. Check your contractor’s status 
at www.cslb.ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB 
(2752). Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs that total less than $500.00 
must state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License Board. 

MARIO NAVEA G. Bldg. Contractor 
We do new additions, bathroom/kitchen 
remodeling, dry rot repair, fences, foun-
dations, earthquake retrofit, interior/
exterior painting, decks. Give us a call 
for a free estimate. Give me a call at 
510-734-9780

Real
Estate

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms
All Areas: Roommates.com 
Lonely? Bored? Broke? Find the  
perfect roommate to complement your 
personality and lifestyle at Roommates.
com! (AAN CAN)

Instantly online. Free

A bold new  

approach to  

classifieds  

for Pleasanton

fogster.comTM

Public 
Notices

995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
PAKMAIL OF PLEASANTON 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 499602  
The following person(s) doing business 
as: PAKMAIL OF PLEASANTON, 5424 
SUNOL BLVD. SUITE 10, PLEASANTON, 
CA 94566, is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s): ARSHIDCO, 
LLC, 5424 SUNOL BLVD. SUITE 10, 
PLEASANTON, CA 94566. This busi-
ness is conducted by a Limited liability 
company. Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed herein. 
Signature of Registrant: Hassan Zafari, 
Member. This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Alameda on 
12/29/2014. (Pleasanton Weekly, Jan. 2, 
9, 16, 23; 2015)

HEALING OASIS MASSAGE & 
REFLEXOLOGY 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 499174  
The following person(s) doing busi-
ness as: HEALING OASIS MASSAGE & 
REFLEXOLOGY, 712 BANCROFT ROAD 
#853, WALNUT CREEK, CA 94598, is 
hereby registered by the following 
owner(s): Katherine Li-Young, 712 
Bancroft Road #853, Walnut Creek, CA 
94598. This business is conducted by 
an Individual. Registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) listed herein. 
Signature of Registrant: Katherine 
Li-Young. This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Alameda on 
12/15/2014. (Pleasanton Weekly, Jan. 9, 
16, 23, 30; 2015)

JP TESTARMATA CONSULTING 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 499752 
The following person(s) doing busi-
ness as: JP TESTARMATA CONSULTING, 
1532 RUBINO COURT, PLEASANTON, 
CA 94566, is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s): Jan P Testarmata, 
1532 Rubino Court, Pleasanton, CA 
94566. This business is conducted 
by an Individual. Registrant began 
transacting business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed herein 
12/28/2009. Signature of Registrant: Jan 
P Testarmata. This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Alameda on 
01/02/2015. (Pleasanton Weekly, Jan. 23, 
30, Feb. 6, 13; 2015)

A’REVE EVENT PLANNING & DESIGN 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 499439 
The following person(s) doing business 
as: A’REVE EVENT PLANNING & DESIGN, 
3737 AVIANO WAY, DUBLIN, CA 94568, 
is hereby registered by the following 
owner(s): Whitney Johnson-Valentine, 
3737 Aviano Way, Dublin, CA 94568. This 
business is conducted by an Individual. 
Registrant began transacting business 
under the fictitious business name(s) 
listed herein 01/01/2014. Signature 
of Registrant: Whitney Johnson-
Valentine. This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Alameda on 
12/22/2014. (Pleasanton Weekly, Jan. 23, 
30, Feb. 6, 13; 2015)

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT OF USE 
OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
File No. 493883-4 
The following person(s) has/have aban-
doned the use of the fictitious business 
name(s). The information given below is 
as it appeared on the fictitious business 
statement that was filed at the County 
Clerk-Recorder’s Office. FICTITIOUS 
BUSINESS NAME(S): BUSINESS BABES, 
BUSINESS-BABES, 2269 ST. CHARLES 
COURT, LIVERMORE, CA 94550. 
FILED IN ALAMEDA COUNTY ON: 
07/15/2014 UNDER FILE NO. 493883-4 
REGISTRANT’S NAME(S): BUSINESS-
BABES LLC, 2269 ST. CHARLES COURT, 
LIVERMORE, CA 94550 (DELAWARE). 
THIS BUSINESS WAS CONDUCTED BY a 
Limited liability company. Signature of 
Registrant: Mandana Moshiri. This state-
ment was filed with the County Clerk 
Recorder of Alameda County on Jan. 2, 
2015. (Pleasanton Weekly, Jan. 23, 30, 
Feb. 6, 13; 2015)

The online guide to 

Pleasanton  businesses

Visit  
ShopPleasanton.com 

today
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Real Estate OPEN HOME GUIDE AND REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

BUYER NEEDS:
Elementary School Teacher and single mom 
with two young girls seeks 3bdrm/2bath 
home or town home up to $620k 
(Livermore or Pleasanton)

First time buyers preapproved and ready  
to buy seeks- 4bdrm/2bath home preferably 
with a yard and 2 car garage up to $850k 
(Pleasanton)

Apple Executive and family seek-  3500+sf 
5bdrm home in gated community with 
sizable lot and preferably views up to $2M 
(Pleasanton/Blackhawk)

Gallery model in “Birdland” 2200sf, 4bedroom/3 full baths with 1bd/1ba downstairs, updated 
kitchen and marble baths, dual pane windows, steel tile roof and a pebble tec finish pool, new 

redwood fencing and large side yard access.  CALL FOR MORE DETAILS.

Beyond Full Service A Concierge  
Approach To Real Estatepppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppp
www.Tim McGuire.net
925.462.SOLD (7653)

Erika Vieler
Realtor®/Associate

925.201.8308
EVieler@apr.com

Tim McGuire
Realtor®/Leader

925.895.9950
TMcGuire@apr.com

Karen Carmichael
Client Services

COMING SOON

BY JASON ALDERMAN
Over the last decade, reverse mort-

gages have been marketed as an easy 
way for seniors to cash in their home 
equity to pay for living expenses.

However, many have learned that 
improper use of the product — such as 
pulling all their cash out at one time to 
pay bills — has led to 
significant financial 
problems later, in-
cluding foreclosure.

In actuality, there 
are some cases where 
reverse mortgages 
can be helpful to 
borrowers. However, 
it is imperative to do 
extensive research 
on these products 
before you sign.

Reverse mortgages are special kinds 
of home loans that let borrowers convert 
some of their home equity into cash. 
They come in three varieties: single-
purpose reverse mortgages, home eq-
uity conversion mortgage (HECM) loans 
and proprietary reverse mortgages.

Who can apply? Homeowners can 
apply for a reverse mortgage if they 
are at least 62 years old, own their 
home outright or have a low mortgage 
balance that can be paid off with the 
proceeds of the reverse loan. Qualify-
ing homeowners also must have no 
delinquent federal debt, the financial 

resources to pay for upkeep, taxes and 
insurance, and live in the home during 
the life of the loan.
 Consider the following pros and cons 
as a starting point for trying or bypass-
ing this loan choice. Even though HECM 
loans require a discussion with a loan 
counselor, you should bring in your own 
financial, tax or estate adviser to help 
you decide whether you have a safe and 
appropriate use for this product.

Pros of reverse mortgages

• They’re a source of cash. Borrowers 
can select that the amount of the loan 
be payable in a lump sum or regular 
payments.
• Proceeds are generally tax-free. Final 
tax treatment may rely on a variety of 
personal factors, so check with a tax 
professional.
• Generally, they don’t impact Social 
Security or Medicare payments. Again, 
important to check personal circum-
stances.
• You won’t owe more than the home is 
worth. Most reverse mortgages have a 
“non-recourse” clause, which prevents 
you or your estate from owing more 
than the value of your home when the 
loan becomes due and the home is sold.
• Reverse mortgages may be a smarter 
borrowing option for some downsizing 
seniors. With proper advice, some bor-
rowers use them to buy new homes.

Cons of reverse mortgages

• You may outlive your equity. Reverse 
mortgages are viewed as a “last-resort” 
loan option and certainly not a singular 
solution to spending problems.
• You and your heirs won’t get to keep 
your house unless you repay the loan. 
If your children hope to inherit your 
home outright, try to find some other 
funding solution (family loans, other 
conventional loan products) first.
• Fees can be more expensive than 
conventional loans. Reverse mortgage 
lenders typically charge an origination 
fee and higher closing costs than con-
ventional loans. This adds up to several 
percentage points of your home’s value.
• Many reverse mortgages are adjust-
able rate products. Adjustable rates af-
fect the cost of the loan over time.
• If you have to move out for any 
reason, your loan becomes due. If you 
have to suddenly move into a nurs-
ing home or assisted-living facility, the 
loan becomes due after you’ve left your 
home for a continuous year.
 Bottom line: Reverse mortgages have 
become a popular, if controversial, loan 
option for senior homeowners. For 
some, they may be a good fit, but all 
applicants should get qualified financial 
advice before they apply. 

Editor’s note: Jason Alderman directs Visa’s 
financial education programs. Follow him on 

Twitter, @PracticalMoney.

Pros and cons of reverse mortgages

Jason 
Alderman

BY JEB BING
 Gretchen Pearson, 
owner of the 21 Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices, 
Drysdale properties in 
Northern California, joined 
sales manager Steve Fast at 
festivities of offices at 4725 
First St. in downtown 
Pleasanton where agents 
from its newly acquired 
Prudential California Real-
ty are part of the Berkshire 
Hathaway agency.
 The Prudential Real Es-
tate network generated 
more than half a billion 
dollars in sales volume on 
nearly 2,600 closed units in 

2013. It now joins Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices 
brokerage’s network that 
has grown to nearly 1,100 
offices and 35,000 agents in 
47 states since its network’s 
launch in September 2013.
 Berkshire Hathaway Ho-
meServices brokerage has 
its California corporate of-
fice in San Diego and is part 
of the HSF Affiliates LLC 
family of real estate broker-
age franchise networks.
 For more information 
about Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices, sign on to 
its website at www.bhh-
srep.com.

Berkshire, Prudential agents 
celebrate new office center

Gretchen 
Pearson and 
Steve Fast.

JEB BING
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5994 W. Las Positas, Suite 101, Pleasanton   |   459 Main Street, Pleasanton   |   2300 First Street, Suite 316, Livermore   |   Broker License #01395362

Contact me today to join our team.

AT KELLER WILLIAMS, WE FOCUS OUR RESOURCES

O N  B U I L D I N G  T H E  A G E N T S !

Debbie Burness
debbieburness@kw.com

925-357-3210
Team Leader/Manager    Based on Terradatum info 1/1/2014 to 12/31/2014 – Cities Pleasanton, Dublin, and Livermore 

 3784 Jerrold Road  
Livermore

A Winning Combination 
Luxury Living  

Ranch Style Living

Gorgeous 5 bedroom/5 
bath home is 3890 sq ft 
and showcases stunning 
panoramic views. Five-
acre estate offers 3 fenced 
pastures with crossing gates 
and water access, tack room, 
hay barn, 4 horse stables with 
paddocks, and large roping 
arena with return. Minutes 
from downtown.

Offered at $1,999,999

FOR SALE

Mony Nop
925-575-1602   

mony@monynop.com
CA BRE #01813021

Gail Boal
REALTOR® LIC # 01276455

925.577.5787
www.gailboal.com

8031 Bethel Lane, Pleasanton
RARE Gorgeous single level custom with breathtaking 
panoramic views! Approx 4000 sq ft., 4 bedroom, 3 
baths. This home is perfect for entertaining! Please call 
Gail for more information. Offered at $1,759,000

OPEN SAT/SUN. 1-4 PM

Delores Gragg
REALTOR®

925.989.6500 • www.deloresgragg.com
DRE #1206964 

2929 Amoroso Court, Pleasanton
Gorgeous Custom Home. 4BR, 3BA,  
Sun room, bonus room over garage.  

Offered at $1,475,000

THIS IS YOUR CHANCE TO LIVE DOWNTOWN!

415 Abbie St., Downtown Pleasanton
One of a kind Downtown home! Just blocks from 
Historic Main Street. Built in 1944, incredible 
remodel completed in 2004. Unique custom 
touches throughout. 4 BR, 3 BA among 2000+/- sq. 
ft. Stunning entertainer’s backyard with amazing 
views. 5000+/- sq. ft. lot.  
 Offered at $1,350,000

1021 Division St., Downtown Pleasanton
Location! Well maintained and upgraded 3 BR, 2.5 
BA home within walking distance to Downtown 

1926+/- sq. feet of living space. Elegant LR/DR with 

balcony. 2 car garage plus parking spot. Backs to 
open space.  Offered at $899,000

OPEN SAT/SUN 1-4 NEW LISTING!

DeAnna Armario
925.260.2220

DeAnna@ArmarioHomes.com 
REALTOR® LIC # 01363180 

Liz Venema
925.413.6544

Liz@VenemaHomes.com
REALTOR® LIC # 01922957

ArmarioVenemaHomes.com

Cindy and Gene Williams
REALTORS® BRE LIC # 01370076 and 00607511 

925.918.2045
www.WilliamsReGroup.com

550 Selby Lane 
Livermore
Built in 2013! 2,031 sq ft 
Belmont model in Shea 
development. 3 bedrooms 
with loft, 2.5 bathrooms. 
Highly upgraded and right 
next to the hills. Granite, 
hardwood, plantation 
shutters, covered patio, 
2-car garage with premium 
lot! Great view! 

Offered at $789,000 

REALTORS®, GRI, CRS, SRES

Stunning gourmet granite kitchen with cherrywood 
cabinetry, pendant lighting and breakfast bar! 4 bedrooms, 
2.5 baths and sparkling pool! Just a short stroll to park!

Priced in the low $1,000,000’s

925.463.0436  |  www.SoldinaFlash.com

COMING SOON IN BIRDLAND!
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REAL ESTATE

925.997.2411
jmurtagh@apr.com
JuliaMurtagh.com

CalBRE #01751854

Helping Sellers and Buyers in the Tri-Valley

Julia Murtagh

See reviews of Julia 
on

6231 Camino Del Lago, Pleasanton
Fabulous home in Country Fair Park within steps from 
tennis, shops & great dining. This lovingly upgraded 4 
bedroom/3 bath home has 2420 sq ft of generous living 
space. Spacious back yard & covered patio are great for 
entertaining.
MULTIPLE OFFERS
SOLD FOR $1,065,000 

303 Neal Street, Pleasanton
Stunning home in prime Downtown Pleasanton. This 
home features 4 bedrooms, 3 baths and 3165 SQFT of 
living space. Situated on .55 of an acre, this property is 
quite special to the Downtown Historical Pleasanton.
REPRESENTED BUYERS
SOLD FOR $1,925,000

JUST SOLD JUST SOLD

3289 Cydonia Court, Dublin
Fabulous home in Dublin, built in 2012. This home has 
barely been lived in. There are 4 bedrooms and 2.5 
bathrooms,with 2371 sq.ft. of living space. With no rear 
neighbors, this home enjoys spectacular valley views! 
LISTED FOR $969,000

BUYER NEEDS
 Large family home with pool. Buyer prefers Vintage Hills  
or Pleasanton Hills, up to 1.6 million

Buyers ready to go! Looking for a home in Country Fair or 
Foothill Knolls. Have lived in Pleasanton for many years, 
need a bigger home, up to 1.5 million

 Buyer looking for a home in Moller Ranch or Windsor 
preferred up to 1 million

Open House Sat. Jan. 31 ( 1-4)  
and Sun. Feb. 1 ( 1-4) 

Testimonial
“Julia can only be described as 
exceptional. She has good follow 
through, returns calls promptly and 
is experienced. Julia helped us sell 
our Bonde Ranch Home in Pleasanton 
and we would not hesitate to use Julia 
again. Professionalism, accountability 
and responsiveness are the most 
important criteria in a realtor to us 
and Julia is all of it.”

 —Nancy Chang, Pleasanton

This week’s data represents homes sold during 
Dec. 18-31

Pleasanton
433 Adams Way S. & D. Gerit to A. Coles for 
$1,170,000 
3608 Annis Circle A. & C. Delapena to A. Kumar 
for $750,000 
5230 Armani Court T. Chancellor to H. 
Vancurachilson for $675,000 
3567 Ballantyne Drive J. & D. Thiede to R. Kan 
for $800,000 
4920 Blackbird Way W. Raridan to L. Vujjini for 
$850,000 
9477 Blessing Drive B. Lin to S. & S. Kamath for 
$1,610,000 
714 Bonita Avenue D. & B. Boehme to R. Shaw 
for $935,000 
7134 Corte Balboa Gallucci Trust to T. Hirakawa 
for $850,000 
4117 Cortina Court Pula-Nattuva Trust to S. 
Chitullapally for $672,000 
3745 Crofters Court M. & R. Rodriguez to R. 
Estimo for $270,000 
4264 Dorman Road R. & J. Lange to R. Cain for 
$730,500 
3736 Fairlands Drive F. & C. Wu to X. Li for 
$823,000 
1029 Hometown Way Mital Trust to B. Gao for 
$690,000 
4436 Mirador Drive Ottens Trust to T. & R. 
Bruner for $770,000 
8015 Mountain View Drive #E A. Harris to A. 
Rose for $315,000 
8119 Regency Drive Long Trust to S. Mishra for 
$1,485,000 
4561 Sutter Gate Avenue Zollinger Trust to 
Patterson Trust for $927,500 

Dublin
3806 Branding Iron Place Rancho Silvera 
Ventures to R. & V. Megeath for $446,500 
3808 Branding Iron Place Rancho Silvera 
Ventures to J. Garzon for $620,000 
3816 Branding Iron Place Rancho Silvera 
Ventures to M. Mohabbat for $459,000 

3465 Dublin Boulevard #117 Zemlok Trust to A. 
Anayat for $416,000 
10616 Eastertown Lane W. & B. Hadfield to T. 
& T. Mesloh for $470,000 
5509 Esprit Way Western Pacific Housing to A. 
Natarajan for $723,000 
5515 Esprit Way Western Pacific Housing to J. 
Huang for $749,500 
5305 Garces Court S. & S. Phatak to K. Roy for 
$875,000 
7678 Ironwood Drive C. Djan to J. Tross for 
$605,000 
7330 Kolb Place Rasmussen Trust to S. & A. 
Manidaw for $775,000 
11711 Ladera Drive B. Horchler to Y. & L. 
Shinohara for $700,000 
4687 Mangrove Drive #47 Dermetizis Trust to F. 
Peng for $605,000 
3403 Monaghan Street K. Weidensaul to R. & L. 
Li for $528,000 
6131 Moore Place J. & R. Janakes to A. Aeimula 
for $627,000 
5740 North Dublin Ranch Drive Deianni Trust 
to E. & D. Ou for $960,000 
3739 Oakhurst Way K. & N. Supan to R. 
Prattipati for $1,050,000 
5671 Old Westbury Way Choudhury Trust to A. 
Vardy for $825,000 
11667 Padre Way Hider Trust to J. & M. Rego for 
$735,000 
6156 Shadow Hill Drive M. & L. Dugan to A. 
Prakash for $830,000 
11890 Silvergate Drive Leoni Trust to A. & S. 
Gianopoulos for $660,000 
2346 Valentano Drive National Residential to J. 
Kunjoonju for $1,221,000 
3610 Whitworth Drive L. & E. Wu to Y. Desta 
for $700,000 

Livermore
1442 3rd Street Greci Trust to G. Thayer for 
$708,000 
1233 Amalfi Common C. & C. Richter to K. 
Suileabhain for $685,000 
2401 Ancona Circle Durst Trust to D. & S. Amiri 
for $1,145,000 
751 Barleta Court G. & J. Miceli to O. & J. 

Zargham for $1,162,500 
476 Bernal Avenue Alvarez Trust to H. & D. 
Psaros for $390,000 
1833 De Vaca Way S. & D. Dewarns to Thissell 
Trust for $423,000 
3162 Golden Crest Common #2 Macklin Trust 
to U. Maddala for $480,000 
71 Heligan Lane #5 Shea Homes to A. & J. 
Conway for $561,000 
71 Heligan Lane #6 Shea Homes to R. & B. 
Revels for $600,000 
3873 Inverness Common D. Fridlund to V. 
Hsiao for $580,000 
87 Jami Street W. & A. Fannon to L. & D. Vanoli 
for $719,000 
5170 Lenore Avenue W. Anderson to S. Scott for 
$590,000 
678 Lido Drive LMP Acquisition II to T. & K. 
Lehouillier for $770,000 
3848 Madeira Way H. & V. Johnson to J. & A. 
Bateman for $450,000 
1356 Meadow Court L. Napolitano to M. & G. 
Donofrio for $550,000 
2587 Palm Avenue P. Lester to Rounds Trust for 
$630,000 
2811 Quarryhill Avenue #2 Shea Homes to J. 
Lee for $585,000 
2811 Quarryhill Avenue #3 Shea Homes to T. 
Pashkevich for $677,000 
2811 Quarryhill Avenue #4 Shea Homes to A. 
Peyrovan for $670,000 
2811 San Minete Drive T. Hung to G. & N. 
Ghannoum for $1,069,000 
713 Sandpiper Common B. Wilson to J. 
Kukahiko for $375,000 
2737 Vernazza Drive Coler Trust to R. & J. Miles 
for $1,500,000 

San Ramon
2263 Ashbourne Drive Toll Land XXII to C. & C. 
Chen for $2,180,000 
2002 Bayporte Way G. Poon to A. & R. Asija for 
$720,000 
208 Compton Circle #A Lane Trust to L. Wu for 
$350,000

HOME SALES

Source: California REsource

OPEN HOMES  
THIS WEEKEND

Dublin
5 BEDROOMS 

4200 Maymont Court $1,095,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Karla Brown & Steve Fast 785-8239

Livermore
3 BEDROOMS 

5433 Desiree Ave. $599,950
Sat/Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 314-1111

5 BEDROOMS 

1478 Cheryl Drive $949,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Linda Futral 980-3561

Pleasanton
3 BEDROOMS 

1021 Division St. $899,000
Sat/Sun 1-4  DeAnna Armario & Liz Venema 
 260-2220/413-6544

4 BEDROOMS 

8031 Bethel Lane $1,759,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Gail Boal 577-5787 
1576 Foothill Road $1,750,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Sheri Platter 858-5400
4051 Nevis St. $798,000
Fri/Sat 1-4 Mike Carey 963-0569

5 BEDROOMS 

7927 Doral Court $1,891,000
Sun 1-4 Mike Carey 963-0569
4106 Parma Court $2,885,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Leslie Faught 784-7979

Find more open home listings at 
pleasantonweekly.com/real_estate
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Real Estate Is an Art

w w w . r o c k c l i f f . c o m

Serving 

Contra 

Costa 

and 

Alameda 

Counties

The East Bay’s premier real estate company.

Leave it to the Masters...J. Rockcliff Realtors

®

*By the San Francisco Business Times based on total sales volume 

J. Rockcliff has been named the #1 Real Estate Company 
in the East Bay for the third consecutive year!*

Susan Kuramoto
REALTOR®

Serving the greater Bay Area 
for over 20 years with integrity
cell: (408) 316-0278
Read client testimonials 
at apr.com/skuramotoBRE# 01199727

Janice Habluetzel
REALTOR®

Re/Max Accord
phone: (925) 699-3122
www.JaniceTheRealtor.com
BRE# 1385523

925-699–4377  
dcrane@rpm-mtg.com
www.darlenecrane.com

Darlene Crane, 
Branch Manager/Mortgage Advisor 
R PM  MO RTGAG E ,  I NC .

NMLS 30878   License 00907071
30 W. Neal Street #105, Pleasanton

Dennis Gerlt  REALTOR
®

Broker/Owner
Gerlt Real Estate Services
direct: (925) 426-5010
email: gerltrealestate@gmail.com
www.dennisgerlt.com
CA LIC# 01317997

To advertise in the Tri-Valley Real Estate 
Directory call (925) 600-0840. Ask about online 

and email advertising.

Tri-Valley 
Real Estate Directory

INVESTMENT REAL ESTATE COMPANY
 

MIKE CAREY, Broker
925.963.0569 Cell

925.846.0506 Office

4051 Nevis St, Pleasanton
JUST LISTED!

Walk to everything from this desirable Jensen 
tract 1-story 4 bedroom, 2 bath home! Approx. 
1875 sq ft with newly-refinished hardwood 
floors, new interior paint, new interior doors, 
hardware and fixtures throughout. Open slab 
granite kitchen, updated stone bathrooms and 
dual pane windows. Spacious living spaces with 
wood burning fireplace in family room. Master 
with large walk-in closet/dressing room and built-ins. Covered front porch and private 
rear yard. Walk to all 3 levels of school, area parks, aquatic center, post office, shopping 
and downtown's Main Street! $798,000

7927 Doral Ct, Pleasanton
SPACIOUS WESTSIDE HOME ON OVER 1/2 ACRE!

Approx. 4500 sq ft Golden Eagle gated-entry 
home in court location with 5 br, 4.5 baths + 
office, master retreat and spacious game room. 
Enjoy modern styling inside and out, with 
gorgeous yard with pool, spa, fire-pit, built-in 
bbq island, outdoor kitchen bar area, covered 
patios, beautiful stonework/hardscaping and 
multiple entertaining areas! Ideal floorplan with 1 bed, 1 full bath + additional 1/2 bath 
downstairs — can be in-law/au-pair setup with existing separate entry from yard. 3 car 
finished garage, loads of off-street parking and so much more! $1,817,000

Open Sat/S
un 1-4

Open Sat 1
-4

110 East Angela Street, Pleasanton
Walk just one block to Main Street from this tastefully 
updated 1910 home. Approx. 2800 sq ft with 6 br, 4 
baths, giant island kitchen, spacious family room and 
rare for downtown 2 car garage + bonus room/office. 
Entertainers yard with fire pit. $1,648,000

COMING SOON IN PLEASANTON
228 Spring Street, Pleasanton
Rare downtown central 
commercial district zoning 
allows for commercial, 
residential or mixed use. 
$889,000

Jan Pegler
REALTOR®

(925) 519-1455
www.bhghome.com/janpegler
BRE# 01384196

Gold Creek Townhome  
Will Be On Market Next Week - January 30

Open Sat. January 31st & Sun. February 1st  1 - 4pm

COMING SOON

3 bedroom, 2.5 bath end unit with over 1600+ square feet

Immaculate - neutral colors and sparkling clean

Has separate dining room, wood flooring and tile

2-car attached garage, inside laundry

Great location - close to BART, schools, shopping, freeway 

 Asking price $640,000
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PLEASANTON CaliforniaMoves.com925.847.2200  |  5980 Stoneridge Drive, Ste. 122

DUBLIN
 7314 EMERALD AVE
MUST SEE!  $950,000
7 BR 3 BA 2 mast.suts. total of 7Bdrs. 3 handcpd BA. 
Gormt kin/w gran.slab contrs, cherywood cabnts.  
Carmen Nica, CalBRE #01134456 925.847.2200

BRENTWOOD
 2265 HARMONY CT
TRULY A VISION OF BRENTWOOD! $625,000
4 BR 3.5 BA Huge fnt yard,Crtyard w/Firepl acsible 
from Fam Rm & Dine Rm Uppr bdrms w/wrap-arud 
balcy  
Sandra Burt, CalBRE #01205844 925.847.2200

DUBLIN
 10605 MELVICH LN
BEAUTIFUL CAL HIGHLANDS  
TOWNHOME!  $595,000

spacs patio area w/ garden area w/hill view  
Suzanne Bieser, CalBRE #01355940 925.847.2200

LIVERMORE
 5622 MOUNT HAMILTON
NEW LISTING!  $775,000
4 BR 3 BA Spacious 4bdrm, 3 ba, w/over 2500sqft. 
Open ktch w/eat n dining, family rm combo.  
Daisy Ng, CalBRE #01311067 925.847.2200

BRENT WOOD
 274 BLACKSTONE DRIVE
COMING SOON!  CALL FOR PRICING

w/gorgeous upgrades!  
Shannon Shepherd, CalBRE #01350212 925.847.2200
 2918 SPANISH BAY DRIVE
EXECUTIVE HOME IN DEER RIDGE!  $620,000
5 BR 3 BA Elegant 5BR/3BA home w/ amazing views. 

 
Dedorah Levine, CalBRE #01386245 925.847.2200

HAY WARD
 688 MACABEE WAY
JUST LISTED!  $449,000
Beautiful 4yr old townhouse w/2bd, 2.5 ba spacious 
kitchen, two car garage. Wash/dryer. 

LIVERMORE
 12457 MINES ROAD
FABULOUS ESTATE!  $1,099,000
5 BR 2.5 BA 5 Acre Estate! Remodeled kitch. Updated 
BAs w/marble. Fireplces. Lovely landscaping,pool/spa.  
Mary Anne Rozsa, CalBRE #00783003 925.847.2200

OAKLEY
 444 DUTCH SLOUGH RD
LOTS & LAND PROPERTY  $119,950
Must See,lots of new additions. 
Delwyn Lounsbury, CalBRE #00330978 925.847.2200

PLEASANTON
SAT/SUN JAN 24&25 1-4PM 
 1822 HARMS DRIVE

NEW LISTING!  $668,000
3 BR 3 BA Must see new listing, 3 bds, 3bs, plantation 
shutters,1609 sqft. Heater/AC.  
Nancy Sutorius, CalBRE #00628232 925.847.2200

We believe in home and all the magical things that come with it...
Coldwell Banker. Where home begins.

Begin your home search at CaliforniaMoves.com.

2014 was a banner year for Donna Garrison and 
Susan Schall/Fabulous Properties!

• We sold almost $60M in real estate 

•  Voted by Pleasanton Weekly’s Readers as a 
Favorite Pleasanton Real Estate Team

•  Received national recognition from the Wall 
Street Journal and Real Trends for a 2nd year

•  Ranked #4 team in the world at previous brokerage,  
Keller Williams

We look forward to helping many families buy and sell their 
homes this year. Please give us a call to get started!

656 Varese Ct., Ruby Hill, sold for $2.04M 
740 Avio Ct., Ruby Hill, sold for $1.74M
3274 Derby Ct., Livermore, sold for $1.575M (represented buyer)
798 Vineyard Terrace, Pleasanton, sold for $1.738M 
678 Lido Drive, Livermore, sold for $799k (represented buyer)
4889 Charlotte Way, Livermore, sold for $515k
1496 Calle Enrique, Pleasanton, sold for $548k
614 Escondido Circle, Livermore, sold for $899k

Dedicated to the extraordinary. The exceptional. The unique.

1279 Lozano Court, Ruby Hill

Offered at $2,425,000

3558 Crespi Court, Kottinger Ranch
-

 
Offered at $2,150,000

NEW PRICE

PENDING

For more information on these another extraordinary properties contact 
DONNA GARRISON  |  SUSAN SCHALL REALTORS®

ph. 925.980.0273  |  925.519.8226

Please check out FabulousProperties.net for more info on properties for sale in the Tri-Valley

7795 Cedar Mountain Road, Livermore

Offered at $3,950,000

551 Montori Court, Ruby Hill

Offered at $1,299,000

PENDING

LIVE AMONG THE WINEMAKERS

2014

RECENT HOMES SOLD by Donna Garrison & Susan Schall
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/alainpinelrealtors

@alainpinelrealtors

See it all at

APR.COM

Alain Pinel Realtors

Pleasanton/Livermore Valley Office  925.251.1111

5870 BRUCE DR
6bd 6(1)ba  |  Dan Gamache

By Appt

DANVILLE $3,790,000

8053 HORIZONS CT
5bd 3(2)ba  |  Blaise Lofland

By Appt

PLEASANTON $2,079,000

4155 CASTERSON CT
4bd 3(1)ba  |  Moxley Team

By Appt

PLEASANTON $1,980,000

6010 ALISAL ST
4bd 3(2)ba  |  Moxley Team

By Appt

PLEASANTON $3,300,000

1478 CHERYL DR
5bd 3.5ba  |  Linda Futral

Open Sat & Sun 1-4

LIVERMORE $949,000

343 ANDREA CIRCLE
3bd 2ba  |  Daniel Alpher

By Appt

LIVERMORE $517,000

4106 PARMA CT
5bd/5+ba  |  Leslie Faught

Open Sat & Sun 1-4

RUBY HILL $2,885,000

2895 KELLY ST
3bd 2ba  |  Robin Young

By Appt

LIVERMORE $499,900

3385 DUBLIN BLVD #202 
2bd 2ba  |  Jo Ann Luisi

By Appt

 DUBLIN $339,988

TURN THE KEY


