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We are in this

We may be in a severe drought, but we can get through this together.  
If we all reduce our water usage by 25%, we can keep Pleasanton flowing. 

Saving water today means having water tomorrow.

Help our community stay in the blue. For more information and tips  
on how to save water, visit PleasantonWaterConservation.com.

and every drop counts
drought together, Pleasanton,

Visit ShopPleasanton.com today
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A new citizens’ task force is 
being established to look 
at ways to spice up the Al-

viso Adobe, an historical landmark 
that the city of Pleasanton spent 
$4.5 million to restore six years 
ago. The Alviso, which includes a 
7-acre park and small parking lot, 
sits high above Foothill Road and 
across from Laguna Oaks.
  Although it’s never achieved 
the promises made at the time it 
was restored, it serves as a popu-
lar hands-on activities center for 
school children with walking tours 
of the Pleasanton Ridge and his-
torical presentations by the city’s 
naturalist Eric Nicholas and others 
about works of the Adobe’s three 
time periods: Ohlone, Californio, 
and the Meadowlark Dairy. Chil-
dren especially enjoy the visit with 
Fiona, the park’s life-sized, fiber-
glass cow-in-residence.
 When the Adobe was restored 
and opened to the public in 2008, 
there was an expectation that this 
unique site that tells the story of 
California from its earliest human 
history would be one of the Tri-
Valley’s, if not the Bay Area’s, best 
interpretive parks. Sadly, that hasn’t 
happened and the Adobe seems to 
be languishing.
  That may change with the open-
ing of the recently acquired 231 
acres of ridgeland by the East Bay 
Regional Park District from Cas-

tleridge Properties and a new eight-
home development approved last 
Tuesday that will provide another 
22 acres of permanent open space 
directly across Old Foothill Road 
from the Adobe. Together, with 
more parking and Ridgeland hik-
ers, the Adobe will be at the center 
of what could be one of Pleasan-
ton’s best outdoor attractions.
 Kurt Kummer, who helped plan 
the Adobe restoration, said the 
Castleridge trailhead to the Ridge-
land hills will provide easier access 
for hundreds who find the trail-
head farther south on the Sunol-
Pleasanton road too difficult. But 
that will also require more parking 
than the Adobe now offers with the 
result that hikers can spend time 
in the Adobe and visitors to the 
historical site can find parking in a 
lot that now is often filled.
 The new nine-member task 
force will address these concerns 
and opportunities with an eye for 
restoring the Adobe’s public vis-
ibility just as planners did in 2008 
in restoring the Adobe, itself. Task 
force members will come from 
the Museum on Main, the Youth, 
Parks and Recreation, and Civic 
Arts commissions, and Friends of 
the Adobe. If you’re interested in 
serving, contact Julie Yuan-Miu, 
assistant city manager, at www.
jyuan-miu@cityofpleasantonca.
gov.  

AROUND 
PLEASANTON

BY JEB BING

About the Cover
Local seniors stimulate their mind by memorizing the dance moves taught 
during the Pleasanton Senior Center’s Zumba Gold class.  Photo by Amanda 
Aguilar. Cover design by Lili Cao.
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More appeal for 
languishing Alviso Adobe

Two Locations to serve you:
1807 Santa Rita Rd, Pleasanton

Phone (925) 846-0660

652 Main Street, Pleasanton
Phone (925) 846-0727

www.truevalue.com/pleasanton

Ask Us About:
Rescreening Or New Window 
Screens, Sharpening Knives,  
Scissors, Chainsaws, Mower 

Blades and Many 
Garden Tools. 

2014

$6999
Chip Car Key

(Some Restrictions 
Apply)

We Now 
Sell Dog 
Food

Now 
Open

PRESENTS AN 

For more information please visit www.tvar.org
or call Sue at 408.202.6708

ADOPTION FAIRE

East County Animal Shelter

4595 Gleason Drive, Dublin

Sponsored By
TRI-VALLEY 

ANIMAL RESCUE

ALL ADOPTIONS FREE
to qualifi ed homes

Dogs, Cats, Kittens, Puppies

JEB BING 

Augustine Bernal built this adobe house in 1850 on Foothill Road and lived 
there most of his life. In 2008, the city of Pleasanton restored this historical 
landmark, added a 7-acre park and small parking lot, and opened it for visual 
presentations about the Adobe’s history.
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Streetwise
ASKED AROUND MAIN STREET

If you ever decide to move away 
from Pleasanton, where do you 

think you would go?

Gary Sorensen
Retired

I think I would move to St. Helena 
in the Napa Valley. It’s a beautiful 
area, the weather is great and so 
is the local wine.

Laure Runkle
Clerk

I would move to Washington state. 
I really enjoy the rain. It speaks to me.

Bill Tsono and Linda
Retired

I don’t care where I move to so long as 
my wife is by my side. Home is where 
the heart is, right? So since my heart 
belongs to Linda, my home is wherever 
she is.

Tamara Sorensen
Retired

I would move either to St. Helena, with 
my husband, or, if he wanted to move 
to Carmel, I’d move there, too. Carmel 
is beautiful and it would be great to 
live right by the ocean.

Stephanie Hall
Human resources specialist

I would move to Napa. It has great 
restaurants, great wine and a nice 
small-town feeling.

Have a Streetwise question? Email editor@PleasantonWeekly.com
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Blvd., Suite 100, Pleasanton, CA 94566; (925) 600-0840. Mailed at Periodicals Post-
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$60 per year or $100 for two years. Go toPleasantonWeekly.com to sign up and for 
more information. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Pleasanton Weekly, 
5506 Sunol Blvd., Suite 100, Pleasanton, CA 94566. ©2014 by Embarcadero Media. 
All rights reserved. Reproduction without permission is strictly prohibited.

—Compiled by Nancy, Jenny and Katie Lyness

Buy 1 
entree.
Get 1 
entree 
FREE

Private Parties,
Meetings, 

Bridal showers,
 Get togethers!

Not good with 
other offers.

Expires July 31st

828 Main St, Pleasanton 
(925) 462-8218

The perfect spot 
for your

Olga Busslinger left her earthly 
life on July 20, 2014, after nearly 
100 years charming everyone she 
met. She was born in Mellingen, 
Switzerland on August 13, 1914, 
the youngest of 10 children. 

Olga came to the United States 
after World War II, having spent 
the war years in England. She 
worked as a domestic for many 
wealthy families throughout the 
United States in Chicago, New York, Florida and California. 
Her favorite part of her adopted country was Santa Barbara, 
where she spent many years before retiring and moving to 
Tracy, California to care for her older sister. 

In recent years Olga lived at Eden Villa in Pleasanton, 
where she endeared herself to all who resided and worked 
there. Although Olga never married, she leaves behind many 
nieces and nephews in Switzerland and France, along with 
many friends in Tracy and Pleasanton who adopted her, 
thus becoming her family. Anyone who knew her will always 
remember her bright eyes, constant enormous smile, and ever 
present positive outlook. Her deep faith and convictions were 
the main constant in her life, along with her compassion for 
everyone. She never missed an opportunity to appreciate a 
flower, a new tree bud, or a bird in flight. 

Olga found her joys in simple ways, loving deeply all animals, 
especially cats. She gave freely and often to many charities, 
with a soft spot for those less fortunate than herself. 

We will all remember Olga’s constant gems of wisdom. She 
taught us all. She taught us all very well. 

Her “American Family” Janice and Doug Miller, Ashley and 
Keith Savageau, Reagan and Simon Maher, and Jared Miller 
wish to thank the caregivers at Eden Villa who loved and lived 
with her for the past 10 years, and took such good care of her. 
As they always are, Hope Hospice was wonderful and their 
angel Jose was God’s final gift to her. 

A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated Thursday, July 
24, 2014, at St. Bernard’s Catholic Church, 163 W. Eaton 
Ave., Tracy. Visitation was observed Wednesday from 5-7 
p.m. followed by a Vigil Service at Hotchkiss Mortuary, 5 W. 
Highland Ave., Tracy. Burial was at Tracy Public Cemetery, 
501 E. Schulte Road, Tracy 

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Olga Busslinger
August 13, 1914-July 20, 2014

DOWNTOWN
ASSOC I A T I O N

ON THE 
TOWN

DINING

Eddie Papa’s 
American Hangout
4889 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
469-6266. Winner of The 
Pleasanton Weekly’s Reader 
Choice Awards for “Best American 
Food,” “Best Meal under $20” 
and “Best Kid Friendly Restaurant,” 
Eddie Papa’s American Hangout 
celebrates the regional food and 
beverage cultures of America. 
Bring the whole family to enjoy 
iconic dishes from across the United 
States, Old World Hospitality, and 
hand crafted artisan cocktails. 

www.eddiepapas.com.

Support 
Pleasanton
Weekly’s 

coverage of our 
community.

Memberships begin 
at only 17¢ per day

Join today:
SupportLocalJournalism.org
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Newsfront
Blood drive set

 To help prevent a summer 
blood shortage, the American 
Red Cross is holding blood 
drives throughout the Bay Area, 
including one tomorrow in 
Pleasanton. 
 Blood donations typically 
decline during the summer 
months, especially after In-
dependence Day, a Red Cross 
spokesman said. 
 Local donations can be made 
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. tomorrow 
at The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, 6001 Paseo 
Santa Cruz, in Pleasanton. 
 Donors can drop in or reg-
ister at www.redcrossblood.org 
(use donor code “Interfaith-
Community”) or call 1-800-
REDCROSS to make an ap-
pointment.

PTSCA barbecue 
 The Pleasanton/Tulancingo 
Sister City Association hosts 
its annual fundraiser and get-
together barbecue on Aug. 
16 from 5:30-11 p.m. at the 
Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353 
Sunol Blvd.
 It is the only fundraiser 
for the year and supports the 
summer student exchange 
program and the Tulancingo 
delegation visit in Pleasanton 
in September.
 There will be a barbecue din-
ner, live and silent auctions 
with a range of items, dancing 
and a no-host bar.
 Advanced registration is 
available at $35 per person. 
Entry will cost $40 at the 
door. Child tickets will cost 
$12 and reserved sponsored 
tables for eight for $280, be-
fore Aug 9. For more informa-
tion, visit www.ptsca.org or 
call 846-4134.

Animal welfare award
 Pleasanton-based Safeway, 
Inc., recently received the 
Henry Spira Humane Corpo-
rate Progress Award from The 
Humane Society of the United 
States for its efforts to improve 
animal welfare conditions with-
in the company.
 The grocery chain — the 
second largest in the country 
— earned the national award 
for its work in 2013 “to end 
the extreme confinement of 
pigs in its supply chain,” Hu-
mane Society officials said in a 
statement.
  In the pork industry, most 
breeding pigs are confined for 
virtually their entire lives in 
immobilizing gestation crates.
  “Safeway certainly deserves 
some (credit) for showing the 
pork industry that gestation 
crates have no future,” said 
Matt Prescott, food policy di-
rector for the Humane Society. 

DIGEST

BY AMANDA AGUILAR

After four consecutive days 
without water, residents of 
Pleasanton’s Springhouse 

Apartments had their water supply 
restored on Tuesday. 
 Springhouse Apartments spokes-
man Philip Maes said the water 
was restored to over 300 apartment 
units located on 5505 Springhouse 
Drive at approximately 10:45 a.m. 
Tuesday. Water service had been 
out at the complex since the previ-
ous Friday afternoon.
 “I feel fantastic now that I’m 
clean,” said Springhouse resident 
Michael Todd, adding that he 
wasn’t able to go to work Monday 
because he didn’t have the ability to 
shower.
 The apartment complex’s water 
was shut off when the apartment’s 
main high pressure water pipe 

broke Friday, according to Spring-
house management.
 “It’s like camping,” Todd said on 
Monday, before the problem was 
fixed.
 On Monday morning, apartment 
complex management declined to 
comment on the issue, saying they 
were trying to “focus on getting 
water back to the folks.” 
 A contractor attempted to repair 
the pipe on Saturday, but the repair 
attempt resulted in another pipe 
section blowing out due to high 
pressure, according to Pleasanton’s 
building official George Thomas.
 After contacting several contrac-
tors, property management officials 
hired Cosco contractors Monday to 
repair the water pipe.
 “Our crews have been available 
since Friday and provided all the 
necessary permitting to initiate re-

pair by private contractors,” Pleas-
anton City Manager Nelson Fialho 
said of the incident. 
 Portable toilets and sinks were 
placed throughout the complex 
Monday morning, and the leasing 
office provided bottled water to 
residents before the issue was re-
solved.
 “I’m dealing with it, doing what 
I can,” resident Chris DeAndre said 
Monday, adding he was planning to 
check into a hotel that day.
 Another resident, who asked to 
remain anonymous, said she and 
some other residents were scooping 
water out of the swimming pool to 
fill their toilets.
 According to Thomas, property 
owners paid for residents’ hotel 
accommodations and offered com-
pensation for July’s rent as a result 
of the water outage. 

Apartment complex without water for four days
Residents cope until crews fix breakage in main water pipe

3 now 
in race 
for City 
Council
Mayor Jerry Thorne  

still unopposed

BY JEB BING
 Three candidates are now in 
the race to fill two available seats 
on the Pleasanton City Council in 
next November’s municipal elec-
tion.
 Mayor Jerry Thorne also is seek-
ing re-election in the November 
contest. So far, he is unopposed.
 The three seeking council seats 
are Councilwoman Kathy Narum, 
who was elected in a special bal-
lot-by-mail election in May 2013, 
to fill Thorne’s unexpired term on 
the council. She is seeking elec-
tion to a full four-year term.
 Besides Narum’s council seat, 
another council position will 
open this year when Council-
woman Cheryl Cook-Kallio steps 
down after eight years of ser-
vice, the maximum allowed under 
Pleasanton’s term limits law.
 Other candidates, in addition 
to Narum, are former Planning 
Commissioner and retired bank 
executive Arne Olson, who has 
pulled papers to seek election to 
the council.
 Parks and Recreation Commis-
sioner Brad Hottle also has pulled 
papers for the council race. He is 
a member of the East Pleasanton 
Specific Plan Task Force. 
 The candidate filing period ex-
pires on Aug. 8. 

AMANDA AGUILAR

Residents in the Springhouse 
Apartments spent four days without 
water service.

Steps forward 
in fight against 
cancer
Pleasanton’s annual Relay for 
Life event last weekend brought 
out 26 registered teams, 62 can-
cer survivors and 236 individual 
participants, equipped with 
walking shoes and water bottles 
to fight against cancer. The 
24-hour fundraising walk went 
from 9 a.m. Saturday to 9 a.m. 
Sunday and included live musi-
cal and dance performances 
and booths that offered raffles, 
facilitated games, and sold food 
and merchandise. This year’s 
relay raised $83,508 in net funds 
to go toward cancer research 
and patient resources. The orga-
nizers’ goal was $125,000, and 
they are still accepting donations 
through Aug. 31. Donations 
can be made by going to www.
relayforlife.org/pleasantonca.LARRY COY

 Two Pleasanton Unified School 
District board seats are up for 
election this November, and both 
incumbents, plus one challenger, 
have declared their candidacy thus 
far. 
 Current of-
ficeholders Jeff 
Bowser and 
Joan Laursen 
have said they 
will seek second 
terms while resi-
dent and sub-
stitute teacher 
Paige Wright has 
pulled nomina-
tion papers in search of a first 
term.
 Bowser, first elected in Novem-

ber 2010, served as school board 
president from 2012-13. He took 
out nomination papers this week, 
according to the Alameda County 
Registrar of Voters’ Office.

 If re-elected, 
Bowser said he 
hopes to con-
tinue promoting 
strong fiscal stew-
ardship, develop-
ing programs for 
at-risk student 
and keeping 
class sizes small. 
This would be 
Bowser’s second 

regional election of the year. He lost 
out in his bid to become Alameda 
County superintendent of schools in 

the June primary.
 Laursen, also elected to a first 
term in November 2010, said she 
would like to continue working on 
improving resources for students, 
as well as increasing professional 
development for staff to help them 
integrate technological tools and 
project-based learning into their 
teaching.
 “We have a lot of work to do, but 
together we can make a big differ-
ence for our students,” she said.
 Laursen pulled nomination pa-
pers Wednesday afternoon, ac-
cording to election officials.
 Wright was the only other per-
son to take out nomination papers, 

Two school board seats up for grabs
Incumbents, challenger announce candidacy

Joan LaursenJeff Bowser

See PUSD on Page 6
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NEWSFRONT

BY MARIA AKHTER
 Distressing, unnerving and strange 
sounds have roused Pleasanton resi-
dent Keli Martinez in the middle of 
the night for several years, but she 
said she and her family finally solved 
the mystery while walking the dog 
earlier this month. 
 It all started about three years ago, 
after the first week of the family mov-
ing into a townhouse off Vineyard 
Avenue on Vine Street, she said.
 Martinez said she and her hus-
band have been awakened most 
nights by what she described as 
loud, blood-curdling shrieks that 
sounded seemingly painful and 
similar to a small child wailing. 
 “My husband and I were so un-
nerved and worried, we debated 
calling the police,” Martinez said. 
“We walked onto our balcony and 
listened to the sound for another 
few minutes and determined that 
the sound was coming from the 
wooded area along the Arroyo del 
Valle creek.”
 According to Martinez, the fam-
ily turned to neighbors for possible 
explanations. She said that neighbors 

could not identify the sound either 
and suggested it was an animal such 
as a turkey, bird or bobcat. 
 “This horrible sound has woken us 
up a few nights a month for the past 
three years,” Martinez said. “It comes 
and goes, some weeks it’s nightly and 
then it will simply stop.”
 Then, on July 4, Martinez’s hus-
band Brian went to walk the dog 
in the morning and heard a rus-
tle in the shrubbery behind the 
townhouse complex, Martinez said. 

When he looked, he saw a family of 
foxes, and one made the shrieking 
sound at him. 
 Martinez said she thinks that the 
foxes are dispersed throughout the 
area and use the sound as a tool for 
communication, such as a mating 
or warning call.
 The Martinezes said they are re-
lieved to be able to put a face to the 
sound and think they may be able 
to get sleep knowing the source of 
the shriek. 

Shrieking sound keeps 
residents awake at night

MARIA AKHTER

Keli Martinez, holding son Colin, points toward the direction of the fox cries 
the family has heard around Arroyo del Valle. 

Thefts on back-to-back days 
in gym parking lot

 A 24 Hour Fitness member’s wallet with various 
credit cards and his driver’s license were reported 
stolen from his Toyota Prius on the morning of July 
16, according to police.
 His car was parked in the gym parking lot when 
an unknown person gained access into the car by 
damaging the driver’s window, police reports said.
 Police were not able to identify the culprit on the 
security camera due to trees blocking the car.
 The next day, on July 17, another gym member’s 
vehicle was broken into while parked in the parking 
lot, police said.
 Some of the items reported stolen in the second 
incident included a cooler, windbreaker and sweat-
shirt — all totaling $80. According to police reports, 
the right rear window was smashed and the door 
handle was damaged. No arrests have been made.
 In other police reports:

suspicion of petty theft and battery at J.C. Penney in 
Stoneridge Mall on July 16.
 A loss prevention officer attempted to take Myeshi 
Nicole Woodards into custody after allegedly seeing 

 Woodards allegedly hit the security officer to es-
cape but was caught soon after, police said.

suspicion of burglary after receiving calls on July 19 
about a suspicious person looking into parked cars 
on the 8100 block of Regency Drive.
 The officer went out to look for the man and saw 
a vehicle driving with no lights on, said police.
 The officer stopped the car to see if it was the sus-

Joseph Horne.
 After contacting Horne, the officer found out the 
man had a probation for auto theft and was on an 
“active no-bail felony warrant for post-release com-
munity supervision,” according to police. Horne was 
arrested for suspected warrant violation, probation 
violation and possession of burglary tools.
 In addition, police received information that 
Horne was not alone and the officer went to look for 
the potential associate. The officer found an unoc-

received a counterfeit $20 bill by a drive-thru cus-
tomer on July 16.
 The cashier at the drive-thru window recognized 
the counterfeit bill, and when she told the customer 
she would call the police, the vehicle sped off, ac-
cording to police reports.
 The license plate could not be seen on the security 
camera. No arrests have been made.

riding a bicycle under the influence in a parking lot 
on Hopyard Road and Valley Avenue.
 The officer saw a bicycle weaving through the 
parking lot with no lights or reflectors on July 20, 
police reports said.
 When the officer contacted the rider, identified as 

Rita Jail in Dublin, where he was found to be intoxicat-
ed after taking a breathalyzer test, according to police.
 Under the law, those arrested are considered in-
nocent until convicted. 

—Amanda Aguilar

POLICE BULLETIN

as of press time. 
 She said she wants to focus on 
being prepared for any challeng-
es the district may face, creating 

open communication with parents 
and teachers, and continuing to 
make Pleasanton a highly desired 
school district.
 “To do that we must continue 
to attract, develop, and retain 
the best talent for our schools,” 
Wright said. “In order for the dis-

trict to attract good teachers, the 
district must be able to attract and 
keep good administrators.”
 No candidate had filed their com-
pleted nomination paperwork with 
election officials as of press time. 
The filing period ends Aug. 8. 

— Amanda Aguilar

BY JEB BING
Thanks to its technology and 

imaginative approaches to ad-
dressing key challenges, Alameda 
County came away with seven 
Achievement Awards at the Na-
tional Association of Counties 

Five of the awards went to the 
county’s Information Technology 
Department for its innovative use 
of technology to engage residents. 
Awards also went the District At-

Department.
 The winning Alameda County 

entries were:

App,’’ which provides county em-
ployees and the public instant 
access to information — includ-
ing schedules and details about 
stop locations — about the week-
day shuttle service that connects 
key county facilities to BART and 
other public transportation hubs.

-
vassing App,’’ a new mobile tool 
for county staff that reduced by 

-
nual canvassing of business prop-
erties, eliminated the use of paper 
forms, improved the quality of 
data collected and created the op-
portunity to increase tax revenue 
by canvassing more properties.

-
ing Initiative, launched by the 

spearheaded by the IT Depart-
ment, which provides easy public 
access to records and information 
about county business and opera-
tions. The initiative has generated 
great new tools to enhance public 
access to government and com-

munity services.

apps developed by the IT De-
partment that provide important 
time-sensitive information to vot-
ers, poll workers and candidates 
about local elections.

by the IT Department that al-
lows users to find out everything 
they need to know about proper-
ties in Alameda County. Users 
can use the app to pay property 
taxes, peruse County property 
maps and determine assessment 
information.

Department for its Youth Transi-
tion Center, a first-of-its kind 

-
es of multiple county agencies to 
assist youth transitioning from 

center is a model for collaborative 
efforts that aim to decrease re-
arrest rates and build community 
supports to help young people 
transform their lives.

-
fice for its Youth Empowerment 
Program, which offers a wide 
range of integrated services to 
children who have witnessed or 
who are victims of family vio-
lence. The program provides a 
safe and nurturing play space, 
access to a County library, on-site 
tutoring, an opportunity to attend 
summer camp and other services 
to ensure children of all ages have 
the chance to thrive.
 “We are extremely proud of 
the recognition Alameda County 
has received from colleagues from 
around the country,” Alameda 
County Administrator Susan S. 
Muranishi said. 

County earns 7 
national awards

Departments praised for technology, imaginative 
approaches in serving public

PUSD
Continued from Page 5

BY AMANDA AGUILAR

Brown last Friday aims to ease the 
process for sexual assault victims 
to receive counseling services. 

Senate Bill 978, authored 
by State Sen. Mark DeSaulnier 

providers to notify counsel-
ing centers when a victim is 
transported to a hospital for 
a medical evidentiary exam, if 
approved by the victim. 

Currently, only law enforce-
ment officers can contact coun-
seling centers. 

“We have an obligation to 
help victims as they recover 
both physically and emotion-
ally,” said DeSaulnier, who rep-
resents Pleasanton. “I thank 

978 to help reduce the burdens 
faced by sexual assault victims, 
and ease the process for them to 
get needed counseling services.” 
 Medical providers are vic-
tims’ first point of contact, 
according to DeSaulnier. By al-
lowing the hospitals to initiate 
counseling services for the vic-
tim, the bill reaffirms Califor-
nia’s commitment to protecting 
victims’ rights, he added. 
 SB 978 was sponsored by 
Alameda County District At-

had support from law enforce-
ment groups including the Cal-
ifornia District Attorneys As-
sociation and California Police 
Chiefs Association. 

Governor signs bill aimed 
at easing sexual assault 

victims’ access to counseling
Law allows hospitals to call rape crisis center 

without going through police
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NEWSFRONT

BY GINA CHANNELL-ALLEN
The Pleasanton Weekly is seek-

ing nominations and sponsor-
ships for the Tri-Valley Heroes 
awards program, our salute to the 
individuals, groups or organiza-
tions that stand out because of 
their actions, integrity or honor. 

They are all around us. Every-
day heroes who deserve recogni-
tion but usually go unacknowl-
edged. 

A hero doesn’t have to be some-
one who saves a child from a 
burning house, although it very 
well could be. A hero could be 
the little girl who is courageously 
battling leukemia but keeps smil-
ing, the business that allows its 
employees to mentor teens, or the 
neighborhood group that cleans 
up the creek. 

Our judges will bestow honors 
in eight categories: Arts and Cul-
ture; Community Spirit; Environ-
mental Stewardship; Courage; Ris-
ing Star; Innovation; Role Model; 
and Lifetime Achievement. 
We need sponsors

Anyone can sponsor. Sponsor-
ship levels range from $500 to 
$5,000 and come with many ben-
efits, including seats at the Oct. 
20 presentation ceremony. Early 
responders at the Champion and 
Leader levels will have the op-
portunity to choose an award to 
sponsor. This is an opportunity 
for your organization to show its 
commitment to the unsung Tri-
Valley Heroes. 

Call for nominations 
 Individuals who live or work in 
Pleasanton, Dublin, San Ramon, 
Danville, Alamo or Livermore are 
eligible, as are organizations and 
businesses headquartered in these 
communities. If you know a per-
son, organization or group deserv-
ing of recognition, complete the 
online nomination form.
 Nominations can also be emailed 
directly to Gina Channell-Allen, 
but make sure all the information 
requested on the form is included. 
Nominations must be received by 5 
p.m. Sept. 22. 
Criteria for award consideration
 For the individual component, 
nominees for the awards must be a 
resident of Pleasanton, Dublin, San 
Ramon, Danville, Alamo or Liver-
more or the work/volunteering that 
they do must take place in one of 
these communities. The contribu-
tion for which they are being nomi-
nated must have made a significant 
impact to a cause, a person or a 
group in that market. Nominees 
must be at least 16 years of age dur-
ing the active program year, except 
for the Rising Star award. 
 If a nominee is an organiza-
tion, group or business, it must be 
currently based and operating in 
Pleasanton, Dublin, San Ramon, 
Danville, Alamo or Livermore and 
serve the residents of that area. The 
contribution for which the organi-
zation, group or business is being 
nominated must have a proven 
impact on one of these community. 

National or international organiza-
tions with local offices or branches 
may apply, but they will be judged 
only on the work they do locally. 
 The work that a nominee does 
to inspire a nomination may be 
part of a nominee’s job (a teacher, 
principal or social worker, for ex-
ample) but volunteer work, or the 
work a nominee does above and 
beyond their professional role may 
hold more value during the judg-
ing process. By the same token, the 
work that an organization, group or 
business does elicit a nomination 
can be part of their organizational 
mandate, but the work they do self-
lessly for the sole benefit of a cause, 
person or group outside of their 
work may hold more value during 
the judging process. 
 The work for which a nominee is 
nominated must have taken place, 
at least in part, during the 12 
months prior to nomination. 
 Nominators may remain anony-
mous to their nominee, but they 
must provide their contact infor-
mation to Embarcadero Media for 
verification purposes. 
 If a nominee is selected as a semi-fi-
nalist, they will need to provide a digi-
tal head shot photo of themselves. 
 A committee of staff and com-
munity members will select re-
cipients for each award category 
based on the criteria mentioned 
above. Where applicable, indi-
vidual nominations will be evalu-
ated in respect to other individual 
nominations within a category and 
organizations/groups/businesses 
will be evaluated in respect to 
other similar nominations within 
a category. 
 For more information, visit www.
PleasantonWeekly.com. 

Tri-Valley Heroes returns
Honor an person, group or organization that  

makes this a great place to live and work

Ellie Mae, a provider of on-de-
mand software solutions and ser-
vices for the residential mortgage 
industry, announced Monday that 
it has signed a long-term lease for 
more than 100,000 square feet of 
office space that will be the site of 
its new corporate headquarters in 
Pleasanton.

The company, which currently 
occupies two smaller buildings 
here, will nearly double its exist-
ing office space to accommodate 
the needs of its growing workforce, 
which also has about doubled in 
size in the last two years to more 
than 500. The company expects 
to move into its new headquarters 
next spring.

Ellie Mae will occupy the newly 
renovated top three floors of the 
building at 4420 Rosewood Drive 
in California Center, a corporate 
business park located at Owens 
and Rosewood drives in Hacienda.

Ellie Mae employees will have 
access to a state-of-the-art fitness 
center, a large cafe with numerous 
food options, multiple conference 
rooms, several auditoriums with 
webcasting capabilities and sev-
eral new amenities to be added 
by the project’s new owner, Swift 

Real Estate Partners. Ellie Mae also 
plans to create a first-class Execu-
tive Briefing Center within its new 
headquarters as a demonstration of 
its strong commitment to its cus-
tomers in the residential mortgage 
industry.
 Sig Anderman, CEO and founder 
of Ellie Mae, said, “Our employees 
work hard and deserve the very 

best working environment, which 
is why we are excited to bring our 
headquarters team together under 
one roof in a single location with so 
many great amenities.”
 “The additional space will enable 
us to continue to grow our staff to 
meet the needs of our expanding 
customer base,” he added.  

—Jeb Bing

Ellie Mae makes Pleasanton  
its corporate headquarters

Company takes top floors at California Center

463-2150
www.fogeyes.net

6155 Stoneridge Drive, Suite 100, Pleasanton
(at the corner of Stoneridge & Franklin, between Hopyard & I-680)

Serving the Tri-Valley over 30 years
2014

JEB BING

DoubleTree reps (front) Teodoro Mayorquin, Kevin Goebel, Kelli Vlahos, 
Aqueda Angel and (back) Anna Maria Carter, Mitch Reeder and Ronald 
Raju.

BY JEB BING
 The Pleasanton Hilton Hotel 
has been renamed DoubleTree 
in a move by the hotel’s par-
ent company to increase the use 
of the DoubleTree name at its 
suburban facilities while keeping 
the Hilton name for its upscale 
hotels in larger cities.
 Along with the name and se-
nior management change, the 
DoubleTree in Pleasanton also 
has undertaken a comprehensive 
multimillion-dollar renovation of 
the 292-room hotel.
 Officially renamed the “Dou-
bleTree by Hilton Pleasanton at 
the Club,” signifying its contin-
ued business relationship with 
ClubSport of Pleasanton next 
door, the hotel is operated by 
Johnson Hotel Company and 
managed by Pacific Pearl Hotels.
 “The ongoing growth of North-
ern California, including East 
Bay, provides an opportunity for 
DoubleTree by Hilton to broaden 
our presence in this popular des-
tination for business and leisure 
travelers,” said John Greenleaf, 
global head of the business. 
“Now, with the opening of our 
eighth property in the region, we 
are well positioned to serve even 
more guests seeking convenient, 
full-service amenities with all the 
comforts of home.”
 Greenleaf said the newly 
named DoubleTree offers guests 
small-town charm with big-city 
connections to San Francisco, 

Oakland and San Jose. The 
makeover includes all new fur-
nishings, 42-inch HDTV and the 
signature “SweetDreams” beds.
 Offering 10,000 square feet 
of flexible meeting and event 
space, the hotel is also able to 
accommodate a range of busi-
ness meetings and other events 
as well as large banquets and 
indoor wedding receptions for 
up to 370 guests. The meeting 
rooms will feature new, state-of-
the-art audio/visual equipment. 
The hotel also offers a 24-hour 
business center to accommodate 
guest’s needs.
 The hotel’s Players Restaurant 
& Lounge offers contemporary 
California cuisine and outdoor 
dining by the hotel’s pool.
 “We also are delighted to open 
our doors to guests under the 
renowned DoubleTree by Hilton 
name and provide all the fea-
tures and amenities for which the 
brand is known, while continu-
ing to deliver the popular benefits 
of our Hilton HHonors rewards 
program,” said Kevin Goebel, the 
hotel’s general manager.
 Hilton HHonors members also 
will continue to earn and redeem 
points with their stay at the new 
DoubleTree, including double 
points on the best available rates 
for Friday through Sunday stays 
through Jan. 21, 2015.
 For more details, call 463-
8000 or visit the hotel, 7050 
Johnson Drive. 

Pleasanton Hilton takes  
the name DoubleTree

Major renovation underway at 292-room hotel
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Opinion
EDITORIAL THE OPINION OF THE WEEKLY

Visit Town Square at PleasantonWeekly.com 
to comment on the editorial.

Penalties will be imposed in the coming weeks on 
Pleasanton residential and business water custom-
ers who fail to reduce their consumption by at 

least 25% over the comparable billing period last year. 
 And well they should. There is nothing more aggra-
vating to those of us who have already cut back than to 
see a neighbor’s yard still a bright green while the rest 
of the street’s lawns are woefully brown (see photos).
 As the city’s water czar and Operations Services Di-
rector Daniel Smith told the City Council last week in 
his monthly update, July is bringing good news with 
consumption so far down 36%, or 32.5 million gallons 
from the same period in 2013. That puts the city on 
track toward meeting 
its mandated year-
end goal of a 25% 
reduction. But we’re 
not there yet and, 
as Smith points out, 
some of the summer’s 
hottest days could 
come next month and 
even in September.
 Smith’s office is still 
getting complaints 
about neighbors wash-
ing their cars, hosing 
down their driveway 
and over-sprinkling 
their lawns. Unless 
that stops, all of us 
will find our water 
supplies continuing 
to dwindle. 
 The state has cut 
off supplies from the state waterway system. Zone 7, 
which provides water to Pleasanton, Dublin, Liver-
more and parts of San Ramon’s Dougherty Valley, has 
yet to build the reservoirs needed to meet the short-
ages we’re seeing today, while other cities and districts, 
served by the East Bay Municipal Utility District, San 
Francisco and Santa Clara, still have adequate supplies 
from reservoirs they built years ago.
 The city of Pleasanton is also leading by example in 
reducing municipal irrigation by 56% since restrictions 
went into place last March, for a total savings of 1.2 mil-
lion gallons from the same period a year ago. Recycled 
water is being trucked to Callippe Preserve Golf Course 
to keep the greens reasonably green; purple pipes are in 
place under Alisal Road to handle recycled water that 
Pleasanton hopes to pump next year to the site and to 
more of its parks and landscaped street medians. 
 Even so, if the drought continues, tougher restrictions 
will follow. That’s why all of us must keep cutting back 
now until the rain comes again. 

Drought keeping the 
pressure on water cutbacks

WEEKLY MEETING NOTICES

The above represents a sampling of upcoming meeting items.  
For complete information, please visit 

 www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/community/calendar

Parks & Recreation Commission
Thursday, July 31, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. 
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

Please visit our website at "http://www.• 
cityofpleasantonca.gov to view information regarding 
this meeting.

Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trails Committee
Monday, July 28, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. 
Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd

Bicycle Friendly Communities Application• 

National Association of City Transportation Officials • 
(Nacto) Urban Street Design Guide 

Pedestrian Sidewalk Improvement Project • 
 Bernal Avenue  
 Vineyard Trail

JEB BING

Brown lawn in front of home at 409 
Mission Drive (above) contrasts sharply 
with the still-green lawn of a home 
nearby at 4918 Dolores Drive (below).
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All comments must be in writing and must be postmarked no later than August 15, 2014.  
Faxed, hand-delivered, or emailed comments must be received no later than 5:00 p.m. on 
August 15, 2014.  

PUBLIC NOTICE
REVIEW AND PUBLIC COMMENT ON 

THE ALAMEDA COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT
Public Comment Period 

July 15, 2014 through August 15, 2014

WHAT IS BEING PROPOSED?

The Alameda County Fire Department (ACFD) announces a 30-day public com-
ment period for the Draft Initial Study and proposed Negative Declaration pertain-
ing to the Sunol Fire Station, Sunol, California. The Site is located within on land 
currently owned by San Francisco Public Utilities Commission. The Draft Initial 
Study addressed the 16 resources as required in the CEQA document.

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) – MITIGATED 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Based on an Initial Study, the ACFD has determined that no significant environ-
mental impacts would result from the Sunol Fire Station Project, therefore, in 
compliance with the CEQA, a Mitigated Negative Declaration is proposed. The 
Mitigated Negative Declaration, Initial Study, and all related documents are avail-
able for review and comment.

Go to www.groundzonees.com. Click on Project Experience. Then click on the 
report link below Project Reports. A hard copy of the report is also available at the 
Pleasanton Public Library at 400 Old Bernal Rd. and the Alameda County Library 
at 2400 Stevenson Blvd. in Fremont.

WHY THIS NOTICE?

The purpose of this notice is to provide you with the opportunity to learn more 
about the project and to provide the ACFD with your comments on the Draft Initial 
Study and the proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration.  

HOW DO I PARTICIPATE?

You may participate by providing your written comments on the Draft Initial Study 
and proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration. All comments will be carefully con-
sidered before a final decision is made on the Initial Study and proposed Mitigated 
Negative Declaration. Comments may be mailed, hand delivered, faxed, or 
emailed. All written comments must be delivered to:

Pete Pegadiotes, Manager 
Alameda County Fire Department, 835 East 14th Street #200 

E-mail: ppegadiotes@acgov.org, Phone: (510) 670-5880, Fax: (925) 875-9387

Support 
Pleasanton Weekly’s 

print and online 
coverage of 

our community.
Join today: SupportLocalJournalism.org/Pleasanton
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BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

Once over the hill, we pick up speed 
— so the joke goes. This may be 
so, but seniors today aim at slow-

ing down the process, by eating right and 
exercising their brains as well as their 
bodies.
 The Pleasanton Senior Center offers a 
drop-in program called Brain Matters from 
10-11:30 a.m. the first and third Fridays 
of the month, with word games, puzzles 
and other challenging activities geared at 
“age-proofing” minds.
 “It’s an opportunity to work on trivia 
with volunteer facilitators,” said recreation 
coordinator Raymond Figueroa.
 But he finds that seniors pursue physical 
as well as mental exercise.
 “I’ve studied gerontology, and as the 
new baby boomers are entering their se-
nior years, a lot are looking for fitness 
classes,” Figueroa said. “We have noticed 
the trend — all of our health and wellness 
classes are at capacity. Our fall prevention 
exercises, all are brimming. That’s sort of 
the buzz, to keep physically active.”
 He pointed out that advanced classes, 
especially line dancing and Zumba, stimu-
late the mind, too, as participants memo-
rize the intricate patterns.
 The Internet has stepped up to improve 
our brain functions, with its unique ca-
pabilities to provide constantly increasing 
challenges.
 Lumosity.com, perhaps the most well-
known brain training website, features 
fun and stimulating games to improve 

cognitive functions, such as memory and 
attention. It collaborates with researchers 
from 36 universities around the world on 
the Human Cognition Project, to develop 
and measure its training programs.

 For free, Lumosity sends participants 
three brain games each day. For a fee, Lu-
mosity provides five personalized workout 

DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

Games on Lumosity.com include work on selective attention and memory involved in tracking 
locations within an environment. The tasks start off easy then quickly become challenging.

Inside:

—Kaiser Permanente/KP.org

See BRAIN on Page 11

Brain gamesSeniors can go 
online to improve 

cognitive skills
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THE PARKVIEW
ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE IN PLEASANTON

managed by

eskaton.org

100 Valley Avenue, Pleasanton

925-297-6944
License # 015601283

ASSISTED LIVING AND MEMORY CARE

The Parkview is designed to invigorate the mind and body and soothe the spirit. 

Lounges, dining rooms, activities and an enclosed courtyard encourage interaction 

and friendship. Wellness is promoted through enjoyable 

innovative programs, including intergenerational activities, 

pet therapy, and music and movement exercises.  

Separate memory care accommodations are on-site. 

Please call for more information or to schedule a visit.

How old would you be  
if you didn’t know  
how old you are?

 – Satchel Paige 
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BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
When Gail Ruvalcaba met Puddles at the 

Valley Humane Society, she knew he was the 
purrfect pet for her. She was seeking to pro-
vide a good life — and a good ending — for 
a cat, and Puddles, although less than 2 years 
old, has a limited life expectancy.

“Before, I had a lovely cat named Big 
Guy that was the love of my life,” said Ru-
valcaba, 74. “He got lymphoma.”

Her veterinarian laid out various treat-
ment options, which might buy a week or 
a few months.

“I said I’d like to take him home and 
spoil the hell out of him until he’s ready to 
go,” Ruvalcaba recalled.

And she did, showering Big Guy with 
special treats and affection.

“We ate more liver-flavored cat food than 
you could shake a stick at,” Ruvalcaba said 
with a laugh.

She’s owned cats since the family ad-
opted one when her youngest child was 7 
and “has been hooked ever since.” But she 
noted that she was less devastated than 
with her other cats when Big Guy died 
because she had a chance to say goodbye.

A few months later, to fill the “big hole in 
my life,” Ruvalcaba went to Valley Humane 
Society in Pleasanton. She was looking for 
a mature cat, rather than an active kitten, 
and Puddles caught her eye — and her 
heart, when she learned he had feline leu-

kemia as well as a heart condition.
 “He’d been living in the shelter for about 
15 months and he couldn’t go outside, and 
couldn’t talk to the other kitties,” she said. 
“He couldn’t even see the birds.”
 “I thought, ‘Who will say goodbye to this 
little guy?’” she remembered.
 Then she decided she would.
 “I figured I went through it with Big Guy 
and it didn’t kill me. I felt glad I could do 
that for him. I figured I could do it for an-
other cat,” Ruvalcaba said, and she brought 
Puddles to her home on Vineyard Avenue.
 Melanie Sadek, executive director of Val-
ley Humane Society, said although some 
shelters will not adopt out to seniors be-
cause they are afraid the animals will be 
returned, she loves to see seniors adopt.
 “We have a whole program called Meet 
Your Match where people let us know what 
kind of cat would be best for their home 
environment,” Sadek explained. “For the 
first few days they are in our facility, we are 
gauging their personality.”
 The staff talks to prospective owners 
about what is the right fit. In the case of 
seniors, this means considering their mo-
bility and getting the right sized animal.
 “An 80-pound dog needs to walk every 
day, probably run,” Sadek said. “We have 
those discussions with people.”
 She likes people to consider what will 
happen to the animal if he outlives them, 

perhaps arranging with another family 
member to adopt him. This is one reason 
she encourages seniors to adopt older ani-
mals, which are harder to place. Also, they 
are already trained.
 “Another reason a senior animal is great 
is because they are more likely to want to 
lie in your lap and relax with you,” Sadek 
said.
 Of course, she noted, newly retired 
seniors might find themselves with the 
freedom to travel for the first time and 
not want to be tied down by a dog or cat. 

Or they may be relocating to a place that 
does not allow pets, although Sadek noted 
that more and more places are taking small 
dogs and cats.
 Another thing to consider is whether 
having a dog or cat underfoot can be 
dangerous for an older senior so a larger 
animal or one that does not blend in with 
the flooring might be safer.
 Some seniors who have cared for pets all 
their lives might be ready to toss out the 

Adopting a new pet: pros and cons
Seniors need to look at facts before taking plunge

SENIORS LIVING WELL

SHOSHANNAH REED

Puddles appropriated Gail Ruvalcaba’s pink bathroom rug for his own use when he moved in with 
her in May.

games a day, more than 40 games on com-
puters, more than 10 games on iPhones and 
iPads, and a full training history.

Alison Beggs, 66, a retired math teacher 
at Iron Horse Middle School in San Ramon, 
said her son-in-law, who uses Lumosity 
while waiting at airports, told her about it. 
She also sees a lot of ads for it, she noted.

“I thought it looked like something that 
could be entertaining and challenging, and 
good for the neurological health of the 
soon-to-be-elderly,” Beggs said.

“First I used the free app on my phone,” 
she recalled. “Now I pay for it and do it 
on the computer. It’s a huge entertainment 
source, but the motivation was to keep 
myself sharp.”

She was also interested in the ability to 
compare her performance with other people 
the same age.

“I waited for a while until I reached that 
point and was brave enough to compare 
myself,” Beggs said with a laugh. “When it 
works out well, it is very empowering.”

Each game starts out slowly then becomes 
increasingly complex and speedier.

“It is every bit as demanding as being 
engaged in a conversation where you have 
to be concerned with what you say,” Beggs 
remarked. “And there are areas you don’t 
exercise normally.”

Beggs, who started out her career as an 
educational psychologist, had previously 
played Words with Friends on her iPhone, a 
Scrabble-type game that can be engaged in 
with acquaintances or strangers.

“I don’t like video games,” Beggs said. “I 
like educational games that clearly have a 
purpose and if you practice, you can get 
better.”

She engages in Lumosity daily and 
doesn’t let herself stop until she’s bettered 
her previous score in at least one category.

“I like the fact that there is always a goal. 

I’ve always been goal-oriented,” Beggs said. 
“This is what I did last time — I wonder if 
I will be able to match that.”
 She finds the enhanced Lumosity is well 
worth its cost of $65 per year.
 “I wanted to make sure my brain wouldn’t 
rot,” she said. “It’s available to you, so why 
wouldn’t you do this?”
 Suzanne Gorham, a counselor at Senior 
Support Program of the Tri-Valley, noted 
that UC San Francisco studies are show-
ing that a video game designed to improve 
cognitive control can reverse some of the 
negative effects of aging.
 The researchers were looking for sci-
entific support to the burgeoning field of 
brain fitness, which is sometimes faulted 
for lack of proof that brain games result in 
lasting or meaningful changes, according 
to an article by Laura Kurtzman posted in 
September at www.ucsf.edu.
 In the video game, called NeuroRacer, 
participants race a car around a track; 
road signs keep popping up, and “drivers” 
must respond to them by pushing buttons, 
which requires multitasking. Kurtzman 
reported that after 12 hours of playing the 
game over a month’s time, the participants, 
ages 60 to 85, improved dramatically and 
were able to perform better than subjects 
in their 20s playing for the first time.
 NeuroRacer also improves the working 
memory and sustained attention of those 
who played regularly.
 The game, like those on Lumosity, con-
tinues to challenge the brain, stepping up 
the exercises so users can never go on auto-
pilot.
 “I have heard that the most important 
thing to take care of the brain is to try new 
things,” Gorham said. “Crossword puzzles 
are fine but will not help as much if it is 
the only thing you do. Learning new things 
and using different parts of the brain is 
important.
 “The other thing about the brain is to 
feed and nurture it well with good nutri-
tion, water, exercise, etc.,” she added. 

BRAIN
Continued from Page 9

See PET on Page 13

6750 Regional Street 
Dublin, Calif. 94568 

(925) 828-7550 
www.earlanthonysdublinbowl.com 

Attention Seniors 

Enjoy Senior bowling leagues and fun Senior 
events all year long.  Seniors of all abilities 
are welcome to join us, whether you are a 
seasoned bowler or not. 
Senior League Bowlers receive: 

10 free games each month. 

10% discount on food and beverages    
during league play. 

Free coffee during league competition. 

Cake once a month to celebrate everyone's 
birthday for that month.  

Earl Anthony’s 

Dubl in Bowl  
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BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
 Tricia Hoekwater returned home from 
work one day in 2000 to find that her house 
had been robbed.
 “Besides the violation was the difficulty of 
filing an insurance claim,” she recalled during 
a presentation at the Pleasanton Senior Cen-
ter. “It took weeks. I had to figure out what 
was missing, creating a list with the current 
value. It was a painful learning experience.”
 Hoekwater remembered the distressing in-
cident years later when she decided to start 
her own business, and she has been working 
since 2008 as a home inventory specialist. 
Her company, Uniquely Yours Digital Solu-
tions, does home inventories for people so 
they will be prepared for a disaster.
 “We’re in a drought and there are lots of 
brush fires — it can happen,” Hoekwater said.
 She currently works with a woman in San 
Mateo who had a fire that resulted in exten-
sive smoke damage. Someone else she knows 
had a washing machine flood, causing dam-
age to the floor and the things on the floor.
 “If you were asked to list everything in your liv-
ing room, could you?” Hoekwater asked. “Espe-
cially if you have a loss, you are really stressed.”
 “Proper documentation produces faster in-
surance claim settlements and maximum 
reimbursements,” she said.
 It also verifies losses for tax returns, she 
noted.
 Complete inventories are helpful for estate 
planning or in case of a divorce or combining 
households in a new marriage, Hoekwater 
explained, plus knowing the value of belong-
ings helps people get the proper amount of 
insurance.
 “Seventy percent of American homes are un-
derinsured by 30% or more,” Hoekwater said.
 At the very least, Hoekwater urges folks to 
take photographs of every room, nook and 
cranny of their homes. She also emphasizes 
the importance of writing down information 
from purchases, including the make, model, 
serial number, date of purchase, description 
and purchase price.
 It can be an overwhelming task to attend 
to every detail, she said, which is where 
her company can help. She prepares a com-
prehensive catalog of the entire contents 
of a home with supporting documentation, 
photos and a video, including scanning and 

organizing family photos, critical documents 
and receipts and warranties. The client re-
ceives three copies of the inventory, as well 
as a LifeFolio with data, vital records and key 
contacts. Family photos are archived at Time-
shaker.com.
 “You can do it yourself but it is very time-
intensive,” Hoekwater said. 
 “You may never need it, I hope you never 
need it,” she added. 
 Contact Hoekwater at uniquelyyours@
outlook.com or call 206-0103. 

What to inventory

Commonly overlooked items

—Tricia Hoekwater

What’s in your 
house?

Inventory belongings — 
you won’t regret it

SENIORS LIVING WELL

Since the Winter Family opened

our first office nearly 20 years ago, 

HIRED HANDS HOMECARE  has built a sterling reputation for 

trustworthy and compassionate caregiving. We now look forward 

to sharing our expertise and passion for service with the  

Tri Valley community.

Downtown Pleasanton:

240 Spring Street, Suite B 

(lower level)

9 2 5 - 6 2 1 - 7 6 5 0
HIREDHANDSHOMECARE .COM

The North Bay’s most trusted  

Homecare company is now 

open in the Tri Valley!

Call today for a complimentary 
Care Consultation. Also serving Marin, 
Sonoma, Napa and Solano Counties.
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BROADWAY MELODIES LUNCHEON Enjoy lunch and a 
show from 11:45 a.m.-12:45 p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 
14 at the Dublin Senior center, 7600 Amador Valley 
Blvd., Dublin. Menu by Eddie Papa’s American 
Hangout, entertainment by LaDiDa, a women’s a 
cappella group. Register by Aug. 4. Cost is $10-$12. 
Contact 556-4511 or seniorctr@dublin.ca.gov.

CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP Caring for a loved one 
is challenging physically and emotionally. Join this 
support group to explore resources and generate 
problem solving ideas from 1-3 p.m., on the second 
Monday of every month at 5353 Sunol Blvd. Get the 
support you deserve at the Senior Support Program 
of the Tri-Valley. Call 931-5389.

COMPUTER CLASSES FOR SENIORS Pleasanton Public 
Library hosts Computer Classes for Seniors includ-
ing Beginning Internet on the first Wednesday and 
Thursday of every month; Beginning Email on the 
second Wednesday and Thursday of every month; 
Open Practice on the third Wednesday and Thursday 
of every month; Advanced E-mail on the fourth 
Wednesday and Thursday of every month, at the 
Adult Computer Area in the library, 400 Old Bernal 
Ave. Computer classes are designed for mature 
adults. Registration is required; call 931-3400.

DUBLIN SENIOR CENTER OFFERS MUSIC CLASSES 
Dublin Senior Center offers two music classes 
including Sing-a-longs with Judy Kuftin and Merrill 
Ito at 10:30 a.m. on Thursdays; and Ukulele 
Beginning Instruction with Judy Kuftin and Merrill 
Ito at 1 p.m. on Tuesdays, both at the Senior 
Center, 7600 Amador Valley Blvd., Dublin. Cost is 
$1.25 for each class. Call 556-4511. Dublin Senior 
Center, 7600 Amador Valley Blvd., Dublin. 

FRESH BITES Join nutrition educators for a fun and 
interactive cooking class at 2 p.m. on the third 

Thursday of the month, now through October, at 
the Pleasanton Senior Center. This class will focus 
on tasty, easy, and fast recipes that require mini-
mal ingredients and are adapted for 1-2 people. 
To register call 931-5383. Space is limited. Senior 
Support Program of the Tri-Valley, 5353 Sunol 
Blvd., Pleasanton. 

HYPERTENSION CLASSES Hypertension is also known 
as “the silent killer” because symptoms usually don’t 
show up until they cause a heart attack, stroke or 
organ damage. This free 4 week series will cover 
basic education on blood pressure, nutrition, physi-
cal activity, and medications. Classes will be from 
10 a.m.-noon every Friday, from through Aug. 8 at 
the Pleasanton Senior Center. Registration required. 
Call 931-5365 or go to pleasantonseniorcenter.
org. Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd., 
Pleasanton. 

MILLS LINE DANCE SOCIAL DJ Millie Dusha will play 
tunes from the classic oldies at the Mills Line Dance 
Social from 2-4 p.m. on the first Thursday of every 
month at the Dublin Senior Center, 7600 Amador 
Valley Blvd. All levels of dancers are welcome. Cost 
is $3. Call 556-4511. Dublin Senior Center, 7600 
Amador Valley Blvd., Dublin. 

VFW-AL COFFEE AND DONUTS Every Saturday 
morning from 7:30-9 a.m., the VFW and American 
Legion host coffee and donuts for all veterans at the 
Veterans Memorial Building, 301 Main St. All veter-
ans are welcome. Visit www.vfwpost6298.com.

WORLD WALK TO WELLNESS Pleasanton’s World 
Walk to Wellness group meets at 8:30 a.m. each 
Saturday to chat and explore while getting exercise. 
Most walks last 90 minutes; all are free. To be on the 
list to receive informaton each Thursday about that 
week’s walk, email walks@worldwalktowellness.org.

Seniors out & about

SENIORS LIVING WELL

Registered Nurse Owned & Administrated

Elderly B oard & Care Homes

Family owned since 1996

925.872.6056
E-mail: serenecare@comcast.net

www.SereneResidentialCare.com

Th ree lovely homes 
located in the 

Val Vista neighborhood

pooper scooper and save money on 
the vet visits and pet food. But Ru-
valcaba says Puddles is no trouble at 
all. Due to his health problems she 
checked potential expenses with 
her veterinarian ahead of time so 
she won’t have any surprises. Also, 
Valley Humane Society will pay his 
medical bills for the first year.

Puddles has settled into the 
Ruvalcaba household since he 
moved in May 31.

“He lays in this little kitty 
condo thing — he scratches on it 
and will reach over and put arms 
out and over the side,” Ruvalcaba 
said. “We’ll sit there at night, I’m 
watching TV and can look over at 
him. He’s just looking at me. He’s 
a sweet little thing.”

She also feeds a stray cat, who 
is skittish but shows up each 
morning for a meal. Ruvalcaba 
calls her Dinette because she only 
shows up to dine.

“First thing I do in the morning 
is go feed my outside cat, then 
feed the Puds, then clean out his 
box,” Ruvalcaba said. “Cats are 
wonderful company and they’re 
not so much trouble.” 

Seniors: Ready for a  
new pet?

Pros:

and companionship.
-

ing a pet — either indoors or out-
doors — keeps a person active and 
moving. Taking the dog out for 
a walk offers the opportunity to 
meet others while getting much-
needed sunshine and exercise. 

out of responsibility for pet.

and needed.

pets will listen, no matter how 
repetitive people are.

touching or holding a pet can 
reduce blood pressure and cre-
ate a sense of well-being in the 
elderly. The company of a beloved 
pet has been proven to reduce 
depression.

safety.
-

ment.

one.

Cons:

food, kitty litter, vet bills.
-

ing and cleaning up after them 
and perhaps training them. Also, 
some can be destructive.

-
ters or boarding are expensive.

future.

and could trip over them.

years as senior’s health declines.

PET
Continued from Page 11
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More and more people in United States are diagnosed with dementia. Most of us fear the 

disease, but few know how to actively reduce their risk. Learn about risk factors, brain 

exercises, physical and cognitive activity, nutrition and diet. Be informed about important 

lifestyle choices affecting brain health even after diagnosis. Join us for this multi-part video 

series by reknowned expert Teepa Snow and facilitated by Kelly Dominici, MSW, with 

Professional Healthcare at Home.  Don’t miss this incredibly enlightening series!

Maintain Your Brain: Dementia Risk Reduction

It can be different...

Let us show you how.

What:    FREE Presentation and Discussion
When:   Wednesday - September 3rd, 2014
Time:     6:00 - 8:00 PM
Where:  La Quinta Inn 
        6275 Dublin Rd, Dublin, CA  94568

5980 Sunol Blvd
Pleasanton, CA 94566

(925) 846-8283
sunolcreekmemorycare.comRCFE License 019200484

 There are currently more than 23 mil-
lion licensed drivers aged 70 and older, 
and with baby boomers beginning to reach 
70 years of age, the number of seniors on 
the road will rise steadily over the next two 
decades.
 A new survey released by Liberty Mutual 
Insurance finds that the majority of senior 
drivers are behind the wheel regularly, even 
with reported limited physical abilities. 
 Though many seniors drive safely well 
into their later years, it’s likely that they 
will eventually have to face the difficult 
decision to stop driving. While the major-
ity of senior drivers surveyed are open to 
conversations about limiting or stopping 
their driving, only 6% have spoken with 
someone about their driving abilities.
 “These are difficult conversations but 
important to have early and often, be-
cause everyone ages differently,” said David 
Melton, driving safety expert with Liberty 
Mutual Insurance and managing director of 
global safety. “Too often, these discussions 
are avoided until warning signs appear or, 
worse, there is an accident. It’s a step we 
all need to take to ensure the safety of our 
loved ones and the community.”
 The report reveals that despite declining 
physical abilities, many seniors still drive 
several times a week or even every day. In 
the past six months, the majority surveyed 
reported driving regularly despite slow 
reaction times, difficulty seeing or hear-
ing, getting lost or feeling confused while 
driving.
 While nearly all senior drivers would 
consider limiting or stopping their driving 
if presented with the right reason, most are 
hesitant about transitioning to the passen-
ger seat. 
 Top concerns among seniors about lim-
iting or stopping driving include losing 
independence, becoming less active, diffi-

culty finding alternative forms of transpor-
tation and feeling isolated.
 In 2013, Liberty Mutual Insurance con-
ducted a survey of children of elderly driv-
ers to determine if they were having con-
versations about driving with their aging 
parents, and if not, what was preventing 
them. 
 The survey found that more than half 
of children with senior parents were con-
cerned about their parents’ driving abilities 
and safety, yet nearly one-third avoided 
initiating the conversation. 
 However, this new report reveals that 
people may be avoiding conversations with 
aging drivers more than self-reported, while 
more seniors are actually open to talking:

had a discussion about their driving abili-
ties, despite 84% saying that they would be 
open to talking about the issue.

had a conversation said they would feel 
most comfortable being approached by 
their children or doctor.

and recognition of their own declining 
physical abilities as top reasons to limit or 
stop driving.
 “In reality, seniors are usually so re-
ceptive to these conversations that many 
stop driving within six months of talking 
about it with their loved ones,” Melton 
said. “These are tough conversations, but 
caregivers should take comfort knowing 
that these discussions are typically easier 
than expected and usually have positive 
outcomes.”
 It’s more important than ever for chil-
dren and loved ones of senior drivers to 
have conversations about driving early and 
often, before it’s time to stop, according to 
Melton. 

—Brandpoint

Skills behind 
the wheel

Seniors willing to discuss driving abilities, 
yet conversations rarely happen

BRANDPOINT

Some recent studies have found seniors are willing to talk about their driving abilities, but many 
younger people in their lives rarely initiate the conversations.
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BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
Bill Levesque, 51, has a family photo 

taken when his oldest brother was about to 
start college and the four younger children 
were moving to Seoul, South Korea with 
their parents. His father was in the Army.

What interests Levesque about the photo 
is the realization that each of its subjects had 
different emotions at the moment the picture 
was shot: Bill was an adolescent, excited 
about the move; his brother was looking 
forward to college; their mother was harried 
by her responsibilities for the move plus was 
sad at leaving her oldest son.

To record family photographs and 
the stories behind them, Levesque has 
launched Timeshaker.com. Photos can be 
uploaded to the site, then other family 
members can pitch in with their memories 
and background information.

“Everybody can contribute stories and 
photos into the timeline. It’s really easy to 
add information,” Levesque explained at a 
recent Coffee and Conversation morning at 
the Pleasanton Senior Center.

“The big thing Timeshaker provides is 
context,” he added. “It sheds a different 
kind of light on those pictures.”

As family members and friends visit the 
site, it will trigger other memories, which 
can then be added.

Levesque emphasized the importance of 
capturing our stories for posterity. 

“The basic idea is that everybody has 
stories,” he said. “They seem concrete, but 

they only exist in our heads.”
 Which means, of course, that unless they 
are recorded somewhere, our stories may 
disappear.
 “The photos all have stories but if I’m 
not there to tell the story, it’s just a pic-
ture,” he said.

 The site includes a historical element of 
events, popular music, TV shows and more 
from the last century. Users can import 
these to the timelines of family members.
 “You click on the music and it plays,” 
Levesque said, so you can look at grand-
ma’s photo while listening to the music she 

probably enjoyed at the time.
 “The context sheds a different kind of 
light on those pictures. It allows me to 
understand their perspective on the world 
a little,” Levesque said.
 He has three local museums onboard, 
including the Niles Film Museum and the 
Museum of the San Ramon Valley with 
their photos and events. Users can import 
a photo of the opening of Interstate 680 
in the 1960s, which surely impacted lives 
around here.
 Levesque always saw the importance of 
preserving his own legacy.
 “Before grandpa died, I set up a video 
camera and he told stories,” Levesque said. 
“I will play it for my children.”
 “Timeshaker is a way to bring it all togeth-
er,” he continued. “I can combine the story of 
my life and my parents’ life with history.
 “You put in the personal information and 
then you can grab the public information.”
 Also, siblings who may have been sepa-
rated when one moved away can become 
reacquainted online as they contribute to 
the timeline.
 “It’s a way to bring family members back 
together,” Levesque said.
 The website is free to users, and Levesque 
offered his help setting up a timeline.
 “The website is financed through advertis-
ing but no information is shared,” he said. 
“We are doing everything with sponsors.”
 Contact Levesque at (415) 816-9661 or 
email BillLevesque@timeshaker.com. 

Don’t let family stories disappear
Website captures memories, preserves your legacy

DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

Bill Levesque, founder of Timeshaker, explains at the Pleasanton Senior Center how the website 
works to preserve photos and gather information to give them context.
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“We’re inspired by the tender yet heroic stories of our patients and families.”
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3300 STONERIDGE CREEK WAY 
PLEASANTON, CA 94588

STONERIDGECREEK.COM

THE WAIT IS  OVER.  ALL THIS COULD BE YOURS.  

 
1-800-924-6430

Continuing Life LLC does not own, nor is it financially responsible for, Stoneridge Creek Pleasanton CCRC LLC, but allows the use of the Continuing Life® mark under a services and license agreement. 
State of California License #019200474. Certificate of Authority #262.

now open!

Featured Community Rancho Murrieta Country Club 
is a secure gated area located approx. 20 miles from  

 

 

®

Start the next 
chapter in your 

life...

Let us show you 
the options...

COURTESY TZU CHI VOLUNTEERS

A day at the fair
A procession of 15 residents of Pleasanton Nursing & Rehabilitation Center, helped by 
nearly two dozen volunteers and a Pleasanton police escort, made the 0.6-mile trip from 
the Neal Street facility to the Alameda County Fairgrounds for a day at the fair July 3. 
Fair officials provided entry tickets for the residents and volunteers.
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A FREE Educational Seminar

www.OurSanRamonHospital.com

YOU DON'T HAVE  
TO LIVE WITH 

KNEE PAIN
MAKOplasty® Partial 

Knee Resurfacing 
may be the  

right solution  
for you.

* Not actual patient.

Thursday, September 4, 2014
6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Learn More: 800-284-2878

Join us and register for a FREE Seminar!

San Ramon Regional Medical Center
South Conference Room,  
South Building
7777 Norris Canyon Road
San Ramon, CA 94583

SPEAKER

Amir Jamali, M.D., Orthopedic Surgeon

MAKOplasty® Partial Knee Resurfacing is an 
innovative treatment option for adults living 
with early to mid-stage osteoarthritis that has 
not progressed to all three compartments of 
the knee.  It is powered by the RIO® Robotic 
Arm Interactive Orthopedic System, which 
allows for consistently reproducible precision 
in performing partial knee resurfacing.

 

Rapid recovery
Minimal hospitalization
Smaller incision
Less scarring
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Sports
BY JEREMY WALSH

 The FAST Dolphins swim 
team, consisting of swimmers 
from Pleasanton’s Foothill area, 
defeated the Briarhill Barracudas 
467-456 during a meet late last 
month.
 Top Dolphin swimmers included:

-

-

 Top Barracudas included:

-

FAST Dolphins top Briarhill

Young 
Pleasanton 
cyclist finishes 
first
Euan Houston, 10, of Pleas-
anton took first place in his 
division during the recent Dash 
for Cash bicycle competition 
around the Hacienda Business 
Park. 
 The annual event is organized 
by the International Christian 
Cycling Club. 
 Houston is heading to mid-
dle school later this summer 
after completing fifth grade 
at Valley View Elementary this 
June.

Fencing bronze
Pleasanton resident Jennifer 
Jia, an incoming sophomore 
at Amador Valley High, earned 
a bronze medal in the youth 
14 female foil division during 
the Bay Cup fencing compe-
tition in San Francisco last 
month. Shown: Jia (left) is on 
the counterattack during her 
semifinal match against Frenso 
Fencing Academy’s Madeline 
Liao, who won the bout and 
later captured first place in the 
tournament.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Claiming the gold
The Pleasanton Junior Gold 80’s team, comprised of 13-year-olds from 
the city’s three Little Leagues, recently took home the California Dis-
trict 57 championship, ending their run on a 10-game winning streak.
 Shown (back row, left to right): coach Paul Rasmussen, Nate 
Samuli, Jack Durham, Jaden Sheppard, Ben Perkins, Tyson Payne, Jack 
Snook, Connor Murphy, coach Eric Samuli and manager Dan Lewis, 
and (front, left to right) Justin Rasmussen, Carter Smith, Sawyer Skerl, 
Connor McKean, Josh Robinson and Brayden Mahdavi. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Seahawks score Junior Olympics victory
The Pleasanton Seahawks 11-12 girls relay team of Emily Claridge, 
Claire Suen, Kyra Black and Mackenzie Lee (shown left to right) took 
first place in the 200-meter freestyle relay at the Speedo Long Course 
Junior Olympics held in San Jose on July 11-13. The quartet’s time of 
1:56.28 set a new Seahawks team record. The girls also finished third in 
the 200 medley relay with a time of 2:13.10 — also a team record.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Phantom 12B takes tourney title
The Pleasanton Phantom 12B girls softball team dominated a weekend tournament in Fremont last 
month, beating teams from San Jose and Tracy twice (each) and a squad from Lodi once en route to 
an undefeated performance and a tourney title. Phantom 12B members are shown celebrating their 
championship.

JOHN HOUSTON
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR COMMUNITY ● POST CALENDAR ITEMS AT PLEASANTONWEEKLY.COMCalendar
Book Clubs
GREAT BOOKS OF PLEASANTON 
The Great Books of Pleasanton 
book club meets at 7:30 p.m. the 
fourth Monday monthly at Towne 
Center Books, 555 Main St. Call 
Sadie at 846-1658. 

Classes
COMPUTER TUTORING Need help 
with downloading E-books from 
the library to your E-Reader, 
sending e-mail attachments, 
social networking, blogging, gen-
eral Internet questions? Drop-in 
classes are from 5-6:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays at the Pleasanton Public 
Library, 400 Old Bernal Ave. Call 
Mary Luskin at 931-3400, ext. 7. 
Free and open to all. 

FREE COUNSELING JOB SEARCH 
SKILLS AND RESUME WRITING Get 
a free consultation with an expe-
rienced Employment Recruiter 
on select Wednesday evenings 
and Saturday afternoons at the 
Pleasanton Library. Receive help 
with resume writing, employment 
web sites, search for a job on the 
web, and get help with online 
applications. Make a 20-minute 
appointment at the Reference 
Desk by calling 931-3400, ext. 4. 

Clubs
PLEASANTON COMMUNITY 
TOASTMASTERS Learn the art of 
public speaking in a fun-filled and 
supporting environment. Meetings 
from 7:30-9 p.m. every Tuesday at 
The Clubhouse, 4530 Sandalwood 
Drive. Attend meetings as a guest 
at no cost. Call 395-1234 or go to 
www.pleasantontoastmasters.com. 

PLEASANTON MOTHERS CLUB The 
mission of the Pleasanton Mothers 
Club is to provide a social, sup-
portive, and educational outlet for 
moms and their families in the local 
community. They offer a variety of 
activities, children’s playgroups, 
special interest groups, and more. 
For information visit pleasanton-
mothersclub.org. Contact member-
ship@pleasantonmothersclub.org. 

ROTARY CLUB OF PLEASANTON The 
Rotary Club of Pleasanton since 
1965 has been a leader in the com-
munity in helping make Pleasanton 
a great place to live. It has a lun-
cheon meeting from 12:15-1:30 
p.m., every Thursday, at Hap’s 
Restaurant, 122 W. Neal St. Cost 
for lunch is $17. For information, 
visit www.PleasantonRotary.org. 

ROTARY CLUB OF PLEASANTON 
NORTH Pleasanton North Rotary 
invites anyone interested in mak-
ing a difference. The membership 
includes 65 professionals, business 

owners, executives, managers and 
community leaders. The club meets 
from 12:15-1:30 p.m. Fridays at 
Handles Gastropub, 855 Main St. 
Call 556-2333 or visit www.pnr-
rotary.org. 

TRI-VALLEY SUCCESSFUL THINKERS 
NETWORK Successful Thinkers is a 
nationwide networking group for 
business leaders who understand 
the value of knowing, liking and 
trusting the people you are referring 
so that the referral is appropriate 
and more likely to work for the per-
son. Join for lunch every Tuesday. 
Cost is only your meal. Contact 
David Walden at david@wealthcon-
cepts.guru for more information. 

UKULELE CIRCLE Come play uku-
lele with others and bring friends, 
noon-1 p.m., the second and last 
Saturday of the month, at Galina’s 
Music Studio, 2222 Second St., 
Suite 2, Livermore. All ages and 
skill levels welcome. Please bring 
in some music to share with the 
group. Cost is $5. Call 960-1194. 

VIRTUALLY SPEAKING TOASTMASTERS 
Virtually Speaking Toastmasters 
club meets from noon-1 p.m. every 
Thursday at Electrical Reliability 
Services, 6900 Koll Center Parkway, 
Suite 415. Everyone is welcome to 
come see what a positive change 
Toastmasters can make in their 
confidence. Call 580-8660. 

Events
17TH ANNUAL POOCH PARADE The 
17th Annual Pooch Parade will be 
on Wednesday, Aug. 6 at Lions 
Wayside Park. Registration/judg-
ing begin at 5:30 p.m., dog tricks 
at 6:30 p.m., parade at 7 p.m. 
Winners and raffle numbers will 
be announced at 7:45 p.m. Enter 
your pooch, any size, 4 months 
or older! Entry fee is $10 per cat-
egory. Proceeds benefit Tri-Valley 
Guide Dog Puppy Raisers. For 
more information or to download 
a registration form go to www.tri-
valleyguidedogs.org.

4TH ANNUAL TERRY PATTERS GOLF 
TOURNAMENT 12:00 PM - 7:00 
PM. Join this golf tournament 
being held in memory of Terry 
Patters who passed away too soon 
from noon-7 p.m. on Monday, 
Aug. 4 at Poppy Ridge Golf 
Course, 4280 Greenville Road, 
Livermore. Tickets are $160 per 
player, $55 for dinner-only option. 
Visit http://events.melanoma.
org/TerryPattersGolf2014 to buy 
tickets or make a donation. Call 
640-0042. 

ADULT & TEEN SUMMER READING 
Pleasanton Public Library’s Adult 
& Teen summer reading program, 
“It’s a Mystery @ the Library,” 
begins Saturday, June 14. Win 
prizes while you enjoy your sum-
mer reading! More information at 
www.adultsummerreading.word-
press.com.  

BUNJO’S COMEDY ALL STAR SHOW 
See the hilarious show featuring 
some of the best comedians from 
the Bay Area and Beyond, from 
8:30-10 p.m. on Saturday, July 26 
at Vito’s Express, 4060 Grafton St., 

Dublin. Cost is $10. Call 264-4413 
or go to www.bunjoscomedy.com. 

FARMERS MARKET Visit the 
Pleasanton Farmers Market from 
9 a.m.-1 p.m. every Saturday, on 
East Angela Street between Main 
and First streets. The Farmers 
Market is open every Saturday, 
year-round, rain or shine, to pro-
vide the season’s freshest fruits and 
vegetables, sold by the very farmers 
that planted, nurtured and har-
vested the crop. 

GNON AND COCO CABANA 
CALLING FOR ALL WOMEN! Girls 
Night Out Networking and the 
Coco Cabana Restaurant would 
love you to join at 5 p.m. on 
Thursday, Aug. 7 at Coco Cabana 
Restaurant, 4500 Tassajara Road, 
Dublin. Enjoy fabulous networking 
opportunities, tons of raffle prizes, 
socializing, great food and fun! 
Cost is $10 for members, $15 for 
nonmembers. RSVP and prepay 
by Aug. 4. Call 487-4748 or go to 
http://www.gnon.org/rsvp.html. 

QUILTS OF VALOR: ROOKIE QUILT 
PROJECT Amador Valley Quilters 
invites you to help make a Quilt 
of Valor or fleece scarves and neck 
coolers for 400 homeless veterans 
expected at East Bay Stand Down 
held Sept. 11-14 at Alameda 
County Fairgrounds. Bring a yard 
of fleece or cotton from noon-5 
p.m. on Sunday, July 20 and 
Sunday, Aug. 17 at Pleasanton 
Masonic Center, 3370 Hopyard 
Road. Call 484-1641 or go to 
www.amadorvalleyquilters.org. 

RED CROSS INTERFAITH BLOOD 
DRIVE The Annual Red Cross 
Interfaith Blood Drive will be held 
from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. on Saturday, 
July 26 at The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, 6001 
Paseo Santa Cruz. The need for 
blood is great, please donate “The 
Gift of Life.” Go to www.redcross-
blood.org and use Donor Code: 
InterfaithCommunity. 

THE 7TH ANNUAL KILLER LAUGHS 
COMEDY COMPETITION Killer Laughs 
features some of the best and 
brightest comics in the Bay Area. 
Many who have participated in the 
past have moved on to do televi-
sion, movies and more. Audience 
votes will determine who moves 
on and will be crowned the Killer 
Laughs Champion. The competi-
tion will take place from 8:30-10 
p.m. every Friday, now through 
Oct. 24 at Vito’s Express in Dublin. 
Call 264-4413 or go to www.bun-
joscomedy.com. 

Exhibits
BRANCHING OUT: THE TREE IN ART 
Trees breathe life into our atmo-
sphere and into our art. See this 
inspired exhibit now through Aug. 
31 at the Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. Works include 
contemporary, re-visioned and 
traditional art in multiple media. A 
reception for the artists will be at 6 
p.m. on Wednesday, Aug. 6. Go to 
mylvpac.com. 

SUMMER EXHIBITS: LYNDA BRIGGS 
AND JEFF SNELL See the works of 
two outstanding artists from June 
5-Aug. 13 in the Harrington Gallery 
at the Firehouse Arts Center. Lynda 
Briggs’ paintings are colorful, lively, 
and busy: Jeff Snell unites tradition-
al landscape and popular culture in 
vigorous abstracts full of movement 
and energy. Call 931-4849. 

Film
‘CHASING ICE’ National 
Geographic enlists a climate 
skeptic photographer to capture 
visual evidence of climate change. 
This film shows in stunning pho-
tography the evidence and the 
extraordinary challenges of this 
mission. Meet and greet potluck 
at 6:30 p.m., film at 7 p.m., on 
Saturday, Aug. 2 at IBEW Hall, 
6250 Village Parkway, Dublin. 

PET OF THE WEEK

MADDIE’S FUND

Young Milo
Milo is a 4-month-old kitten available for adoption through Maddie’s 
Fund Adoption Program. Milo gets along well with cats, dogs and children. 
Check him out on his kitten cam at the program’s website, www.mad-
diesfund.org. For more information, email pets@maddiesfund.org or call 
310-5450.

IN THE SPOT LIGHT

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Get all jazzed up
Tuesday Tunes with a Twist continues in front of the Bankhead Theater in 
downtown Livermore at 6:45 p.m. July 29 with Cool Jazz for a Hot Summer 
Night with Secret Tattoo — six seasoned musicians, including Tom Bennett 
on drums, Dave Villa and Tom Renner on saxophones, Dave Cardoza on pi-
ano, Nick James on bass and featuring Miguel Gardel on guitar. Secret Tat-
too will perform jazz blues, swing, bossa nova, Dixie, samba and romantic 
ballads from “The Great American Song Book.” The concert is produced by 
the Livermore Cultural Arts Council and the Bankhead Theater.
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Free, $3 donation accepted. Call 
462-3459. 

FREE MOVIES IN THE PARK: 
‘ENDER’S GAME’ Pleasanton 
residents are invited to enjoy a free 
movie at dusk on Thursday, July 31 
at Amador Valley Community Park. 
See “Ender’s Game,” the fast-paced 
sci-fi adventure based on the best-
selling novel of the same name. Call 
931-5340. Contests, games and 
sing-alongs before the show! 

Fundraisers
BINGO NIGHT Dublin High School 
Music Boosters Presents Bingo 
from 7-9 p.m. every Tuesday at 
Dublin High School, 8151 Village 
Parkway, Dublin. Must be 21 and 
over to play. Cost is 3 cards for $3, 
6 cards for $6, 10 cards for $9. 
Join the fun!

MUSIC IN THE ORCHARD 
Nottingham Cellars, Altamont 
Beerworks and Ken’s Woodfired 
Pizza come together to support 
the Pedrozzi Foundation and Team 
Delaney. See Ten Tuesdays in con-
cert from 6-9 p.m. on Thursday, 
July 31 at Purple Orchid Resort and 
Spa in Livermore. Tickets are $10 in 
advance, $15 at the door. Tickets 
are available at www.purpleorchid.
com or Nottingham Cellars tasting 
room. 

PLEASANTON/TULANCINGO SISTER 
CITY ASSOCIATION 23RD ANNUAL 
BBQ AND AUCTION FUNDRAISER 
Join and fun and help a good 
cause! The BBQ and auction will be 
from 5:30-11 p.m. on Friday, Aug. 
15 at the Pleasanton Senior Center. 
Advance reservations suggested at 
$35, $40 at the door; children $12 
and reserved sponsored tables for 
8 for $280 before Aug. 9. Sign up 
online at www.ptsca.org or credit 
cards accepted at 846-4134 after 
7 p.m. 

REACH 8TH ANNUAL GOLF 
TOURNAMENT AND DINNER 
BANQUET REACH (Resources 
Education Activities Community 
and Housing) will hold its 8th 
Annual Fundraising Golf tourna-
ment on Monday, July 28. REACH 
is a non-profit organization that 
provides resources and housing for 
adults with developmental chal-
lenges to approximate the pattern 
of everyday living. Tickets are $150. 
Contact Kay King at skkbking@
comcast.net for details and tickets. 

Support 
Groups
CLUTTERLESS SELF HELP GROUP 
Overwhelmed? Clutter stress-
ing you out? ClutterLess is a 
nonprofit, peer-based, self-help 
group for people with difficulty 
discarding unwanted possessions. 
Meetings are 7-8:30 p.m. every 
Monday at St. Mary and St. John 
Coptic Orthodox Church, Room 
7, 4300 Mirador Drive. Call 922-
1467 or 525-3992. Go to www.
ClutterLess.org. 

GAMBLERS ANONYMOUS Gamblers 
Anonymous helps people who have a 
gambling problem to return to happy 
and productive lives. If you want 
help for you or someone you love, 
meetings are 7:30-9 p.m. every Friday 

at Lynnewood United Methodist 
Church, 4444 Black Ave. in Room 
8. Call the helpline at 1-(855)-222-
5542 or visit the website at www.
gamblersanonymous.org. 

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS This 
12-step support group for people 
with eating behavior problems 
meets at 7 p.m. Tuesdays at St. 
Bartholomew Episcopal Church, 678 
Enos Way, Livermore; and at 7:30 
a.m. Saturdays in the Middle School 
Room at The Unitarian Universalist 
Church, 1893 North Vasco Road, 
Livermore. Free with donations 
accepted toward room rent. No 
weigh-ins. Call Nora at 337-9118. 

PLEASANTON MILITARY FAMILIES 
SUPPORT GROUP Formed in 2003 
this group provides support 
and comfort to the Pleasanton 
families whose loved ones are 
deployed in the combat zones 
of Afghanistan and Iraq. The 
group has monthly meetings and 
other events such as “pack outs” 
of comfort and care items for 
deployed members of the armed 
forces. The group also sponsors 
the Yellow Streamer program 
on Main Street where stream-
ers are displayed with the name, 
rank and branch of service of 
Pleasanton military personnel. 
Learn more at www.pleasantonmili-

taryfamilies.org. 

TRI VALLEY SUPPORT GROUP FOR 
FIBROMYALGIA, LUPUS AND ALL 
FORMS OF ARTHRITIS This group 
meets from 6:30-8 p.m. on the 
fourth Monday of every month at 
the Groves at Dublin Ranch in the 
Clubhouse, 3115 Finnian Way, 
Dublin. It hosts special speakers 
like doctors or specialists. For 
more information, call JoAnne at 
875-0960. 

Volunteering
EAST BAY STAND DOWN 2014 East 
Bay Stand Down 2014 (EBSD) is 

scheduled for Sept. 11-14 at the 
Alameda County Fairgrounds for 
the homeless and needy veter-
ans and their families. Volunteer 
Registration is now open online at 
www.EastBayStandDown.org. Call 
743-8850. 

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED Senior 
Support Program of the Tri-Valley 
seeks adult volunteers to drive 
seniors to their medical appoint-
ments. Hours are flexible. Program 
hours are between 8:30 a.m. and 5 
p.m., Monday-Friday. Call Jennifer 
Cullen at 931-5387 for more info. 
Funding for this program is provid-
ed by ACTC and Measure B Funds. 

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
 All the fairy tale characters 
you’ve forgotten you know come 
back to entertain you in “Shrek 
The Musical,” being presented 
by Tri-Valley Repertory Theatre 
at the Bankhead Theater through 
Aug. 3.
 The TVRT production, which 
opened Saturday night, engages 
the audience before the action 
begins when the sassy, fancy Fairy 
Godmother takes the stage to 
share the titles of next season’s of-
ferings and to remind everyone to 
turn off their cellphones. Then it’s 
strike up the band and nonstop, 
toe-tapping action.
 The story begins with two 
7-year-olds: little ogre Shrek, 
whose parents are sending him off 
into the world to make it on his 
own, and young Princess Fiona, 
saying farewell to her mother and 
father as she leaves to be locked 
in a tower guarded by a fire-
breathing dragon and surrounded 
by a moat of molten lava.
 Fast forward 20 years and 
Shrek’s home in a swamp is being 
invaded by fanciful misfits from 
fairy tales and nursery rhymes. 

They have been ousted from the 
kingdom of Duloc by Lord Far-
quaad, who hatches a plot to res-
cue Princess Fiona from the tower 
and marry her, thereby becoming 
a real king. The only drawback 
is that Farquaad has neither the 
stature nor the courage to save 
her himself.
 Enter Shrek and Donkey, a 
flamboyant character who has at-
tached himself to the ogre as his 
guide. Farquaad agrees to return 
the swamp to Shrek if he will lib-
erate the princess from her tower 
so she can marry him. But this is 
no fairy tale, and the plot twists 
and turns as frequently as the trail 
to the tower.
 This stage adaption of the popu-
lar DreamWorks animation motion 
picture features four strong lead 
characters, with clear resonating 
voices. Then there is the femme 
fatale Dragon (Danielle Pierce), 
who belts out a Travel Song that 
proves seductive to Donkey.
 Dane Lentz as Shrek is sym-
pathetic as he laments his life 
of maltreatment and notes that 
he is also a “crackpot magnet.” 
Feisty Princess Fiona (Catherine 

Williamson) is no sweet young 
royal but loudly outspoken as 
she fluctuates between frustration 
that her life isn’t following the 
“saved by the handsome prince” 
storyline and determination to 
end a curse placed on her. Don-
key (Aaron Porchia) is a dynamic 
sidekick for the serious ogre and 
keeps the audience laughing.
 Lord Farquaad (Chris Olson) 
steals the show every time he is on 
stage, including when he tortures 
the Gingerbread Man while he’s 
still on the cookie sheet, a clev-
erly staged incident. Farquaad’s 
shortness is derived in a clever 
costuming trick that has Olson on 
his knees with shapely little fake 
legs dangling in front of him; it’s 
amazing the variety of contortions 
he manages with this device. His 
exaggerated delivery makes the 
evil little villain fun to hate.
 As always with TVRT produc-
tions, the choreography, by Kevin 
Hammond, has surprises in every 
scene. When things start to get 
quiet, the Three Blind Mice — 
comely women in big frilly skirts 
— come tap tap tapping their canes 
onto the stage, dancing in unison.

 “Shrek The Musical” is directed 
by Carol W. Hovey; vocal di-
rection/accompanist, Sierra Dee; 
musical director, Jo Anne Fossel-
man; general manager/producer, 
Kathleen Breedveld.
 This charming spoof is enter-
taining on many levels for all 
members of the family to enjoy. 
The cast seems to have such 
fun with the resounding melo-
dies, clever lyrics and imagina-
tive dance steps that their good 
humor is contagious to all. 

Review: ‘Shrek’ has audience shrieking with laughter
Tri-Valley Rep stages clever, catchy musical 

ROBERTY SHOLTY

Life isn’t easy for ogre Shrek, played by Dane Lentz, as the townspeople prepare to burn him at the stake.
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BULLETIN
BOARD

115 Announcements
Pregnant? 

Thinking of adoption? Talk with 
caring agency specializing in matching 
Birthmothers with Families Nationwide. 

LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7 
Abby's One True Gift Adoptions. 

866-413-6293. Void in Illinois/New 
Mexico/Indiana (AAN CAN)

120 Auctions
HUGE AUCTION 
Books, Bikes, Art, albums, tools, and 
more. A VW Bug and a Nissan King 
Cab. August 2, 2014. Please go to 
USAuctionCo.com for details or call 
408-497-0339 leave a message.

130 Classes & 
Instruction
Airline Careers 
Begin Here: Get FAA approved Aviation 
Maintenance Technician training. Job 
placement and Financial assistance 
for qualified students. Call Aviation 

Institute of Maintenance 888-242-3382 
(Cal-SCAN)

Airline Careers 
begin here: Get trained as FAA certified 

Aviation Technician. Financial aid for 
qualified students. Housing and Job 
placement assistance. Call Aviation 

Institute of Maintenance 800-725-1563 
(AAN CAN)

Earn $500 a Day 
as Airbrush Media Makeup Artist

For Ads, TV, Film, Fashion. One Week 
Course. Train and Build Portfolio. 15% 

OFF TUITION. AwardMakeupSchool.com 
818-980-2119 (AAN CAN)

Medical Billing 
trainees needed! Become a Medical 

Office Assistant! No experience needed! 
Online training gets you Job ready! HS 

Diploma/GED and PC needed! 
1-888-407-7063 (Cal-SCAN)

135 Group Activities
Did You Know 

144 million U.S. Adults read a 
Newspaper print copy each week? 
Discover the Power of Newspaper 
Advertising. For a free brochure 

call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

FOR SALE

SOLD

202 Vehicles Wanted
Cash for Cars 

Any Car/Truck. Running or Not! 
Top Dollar Paid. We Come To You! 

Call For Instant Offer: 1-888-420-3808 
www.cash4car.com (AAN CAN)

Donate Your Car, Truck, Boat 
to Heritage for the Blind. Free 3 Day 

Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, 
All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 
800-731-5042. (Cal-SCAN)

203 Bicycles
Did You Know 
7 IN 10 Americans or 158 million U.S. 
Adults read content from newspaper 

media each week? Discover the Power 
of Newspaper Advertising. For a free 
brochure call 916-288-6011 or email 

cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

210 Garage/Estate 
Sales
Pleasanton, 1882 Halcyon Ct., Jul 

26 & 26 8-2 
Designer jeans size 28 2-6 & tops 

& dresses, twin headboard & frame, 
misc. home & patio furniture, books, 

bikes, & so much more!
Pleasanton, 4693 Shasta Court, 

July 26, 8 am - 4 pm 
Multi-family garage sale
No early birds please

235 Wanted to Buy
Comic Books Wanted 

Pre-1975, sports, non-sports cards, 
original art and movie memorabilia 

ESPECIALLY 1960's Collector/Investor, 
paying cash! Call MIKE: 800-273-0312 

mikecarbo@gmail.com (Cal-SCAN)

245 Miscellaneous
DirecTV 
2 Year Savings Event! Over 140 chan-

nels only $29.99 a month. Only DirecTV 
gives you 2 YEARS of savings and a 

FREE Genie upgrade! 
Call 1-800-291-0350 (Cal-SCAN)

DISH TV Retailer 
Starting at $19.99/month (for 12 mos.) 

and High Speed Internet starting at 
$14.95/month (where available.) SAVE! 
Ask About SAME DAY Installation! CALL 

Now! 1-800-357-0810 (Cal-SCAN)
Kill Bed Bugs! 

Buy Harris Bed Bug Killer Complete 
Treatment Program/ Kit. (Harris 

Mattress Covers Add Extra Protection). 
Available: Hardware Stores, Buy Online: 

homedepot.com (AAN CAN)
Sawmills 

from only $4397. Make and save 
money with your own bandmill- Cut 

lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.

NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N (Cal-SCAN)

KID STUFF

355 Items for Sale
Did You Know 

Newspaper-generated content is so 
valuable it's taken and repeated, 

condensed, broadcast, tweeted, dis-
cussed, posted, copied, edited, and 
emailed countless times throughout 

the day by others? Discover the Power 
of Newspaper Advertising. For a free 
brochure call 916-288-6011 or email 

cecelia@cnpa.com  (Cal-SCAN)

MIND
& BODY

425 Health Services
Safe Step Walk-in Tub 
Alert for Seniors. Bathroom falls can be 
fatal. Approved by Arthritis Foundation. 

Therapeutic Jets. Less Than 4 Inch 
Step-In. Wide Door. Anti-Slip Floors. 

American Made. Installation Included. 
Call 800-799-4811 for $750 Off. 

 (Cal-SCAN)
Safe, Easy Weight Loss 
Phentrazine 37.5, a once daily appetite 
suppressant, boosts energy and burns 
fat. 60 day supply - only $59.95! To 

order, call 1-800-561-9814 (CalSCAN)

470 Psychics
Did You Know 

that not only does newspaper media 
reach a HUGE Audience, they also 

reach an ENGAGED AUDIENCE. 
Discover the Power of Newspaper 
Advertising. For a free brochure 

call 916-288-6011 or 
email cecelia@cnpa.com  (Cal-SCAN)

EMPLOYMENT

500 Help Wanted
Drivers: Local-Home Nightly! 

Fremont Flatbed Openings. 
Great Pay, Benefits! CDL-A, 1 yr Exp. 

Req. Estenson Logistics. 
Apply www.goelc.com 1-866-336-9642

Software 
Applications Software Developer in 
Pleasanton: For Enterprise Business 
Applications Company; Applications 
Software Developer designs, cre-
ates, and modifies applications 
for PeopleSoft customers. Reqs: 
Bachelors in Comp. Engineering + 
5 yrs. software development. Skilled 
in PeopleSoft Applications. Mail 
resumes: Smart ERP Solutions, 4683 
Chabot Dr., Ste 380, Pleasanton, CA 
94588, Attn: Ramesh Panchagnula.

550 Business 
Opportunities
Own Your Own 
Medical Alert Company. Be the 1st and 
only Distributor in your area! Unlimited $ 
return. Small investment required. Call 
toll free 1-844-225-1200.  (CalSCAN)

560 Employment 
Information
$1,000 Weekly! 

Mailing brochures from home. 
Helping home workers since 2001. 
Genuine Opportunity. No Experience 

required. Start Immediately 
www.mailingmembers.com (AAN CAN)

Africa-Brazil Work Study 
Change the lives of others and create 

a sustainable future. 1, 6, 9, 18 month 
programs available. Apply now!

www.OneWorldCenter.org 
269/591-0518 

info@OneWorldCenter.org (AAN CAN)
Drivers: Attn: Drivers 

$$$ Top Pay $$$ Be a Name, Not 
a Number. Quality Home Time! 

401k + Insurance, Paid Training/ 
Orientation,Â CDL-A Required. 877-258-
8782 www.ad-drivers.com (Cal-SCAN)

Drivers: Start With Our  
training or continue your solid career. 
You Have Options! Company Drivers, 
Lease Purchase or Owner Operators 

Needed. 888-891-2195 www.
CentralTruckDrivingjobs.com (CalSCAN)
Truck Drivers 

Obtain Class A CDL in 2 1⁄2 weeks. 
Company Sponsored Training. Also 

Hiring Recent Truck School Graduates, 
Experienced Drivers. Must be 21 or 

Older. Call: (866) 275-2349. (Cal-SCAN)

BUSINESS
SERVICES

605 Antiques & Art 
Restoration

624 Financial
Do You Owe Back Taxes 

Do you owe over $10,000 to the IRS 
or State in back taxes? Get tax relief 

now! Call BlueTax, the nation’s full ser-
vice tax solution firm.  800-393-6403. 

(Cal-SCAN)
Identity Protected? 

Is Your Identity Protected? It is our 
promise to provide the most compre-
hensive identity theft prevention and 
response products available! Â Call 

Today for 30-Day free trial. 1-800-908-
5194. (Cal-SCAN)

Problems with the IRS? 
Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS? 
Stop wage and bank levies, liens & 
audits, unfiled tax returns, payroll 

issues, & resolve tax debt FAST. Seen 
on CNN. A BBB. Call 1-800-761-5395. 

(Cal-SCAN)
Reduce Your Past Tax Bill 
Reduce Your Past Tax Bill by as much 
as 75 Percent. Stop Levies, Liens and 
Wage Garnishments. Call The Tax DR 

Now to see if you Qualify. 
1-800-498-1067. (Cal-SCAN)

640 Legal Services

The AV Law Firm PC 
Experienced Injury Lawyers. Call us 

today for Legal Representation. 
We always offer a free consultation. 

(925) 217-4300

HOME 
SERVICES

751 General 
Contracting

NOTICE TO READERS >It is illegal 
for an unlicensed person to perform 
contracting work on any project val-
ued at $500.00 or more in labor and 
materials. State law also requires 
that contractors include their license 
numbers on all advertising. Check 
your contractor’s status at www.cslb.
ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB (2752). 
Unlicensed persons taking jobs that 
total less than $500.00 must state 
in their advertisements that they are 
not licensed by the Contractors State 
License Board 

REAL ESTATE

855 Real Estate 
Services
All Areas: Roommates.com 
Browse hundreds of online listings with 
photos and maps. Find your roommate 
with a click of the mouse! Visit: http://

www.Roommates.com. (AAN CAN)

LEGALS

995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
TRADE SILK ROUTE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT

File No.: 493270 
The following person(s) doing business 
as: TRADE SILK ROUTE, 5320 CASE 
AVENUE, APT. #226, PLEASANTON, 
CA 94566, is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s): Chandana Banerjee, 
5320 Case Avenue, Apt. #226, 
Pleasanton, CA 94566. This business is 
conducted by an Individual. Registrant 
has not yet begun to transact business 
under the fictitious business name(s) 
listed herein. Signature of Registrant: 
Chandana Banerjee. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of Alameda 
on 06/25/2014. (Pleasanton Weekly, 
July 11, 18, 25, Aug. 1; 2014)
OPEN MIND HEALING
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT
File No.: 493777 
The following person(s) doing busi-
ness as: OPEN MIND HEALING, 6690 
AMADOR PLAZA ROAD #235, DUBLIN, 
CA 94568, is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s): Virginia Ann Holmes, 
16 Chapparal Court, San Ramon, CA 
94583. This business is conducted 
by an Individual. Registrant has not 
yet begun to transact business under 
the fictitious business name(s) listed 
herein. Signature of Registrant: Virginia 
Holmes. This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Alameda on 
07/11/2014. (Pleasanton Weekly, July 
18, 25, Aug. 1, 8; 2014)
YE ASSOCIATE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT
File No.: 493831 
The following person(s) doing business 
as: YE ASSOCIATE, 4742 ARLENE 
PLACE, PLEASANTON, CA 94566, 
is hereby registered by the following 
owner(s): Rong Ye, 4742 Arlene Place, 
Pleasanton, CA 94566; Christine Q. 
Wang, 4742 Arlene Place, Pleasanton, 
CA 94566. This business is conducted 
by a General partnership. Registrant 
has not yet begun to transact business 
under the fictitious business name(s) 
listed herein. Signature of Registrant: 
Rong Ye (General Partnership). This 
statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on 07/14/2014. 
(Pleasanton Weekly, July 18, 25, Aug. 
1, 8; 2014)
BUSINESS BABES; BUSINESS-BABES
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT
File No.: 493883-4 
The following person(s) doing business 
as: BUSINESS BABES; BUSINESS-
BABES, 2269 ST. CHARLES COURT, 
LIVERMORE, CA 94550, is hereby 
registered by the following owner(s): 
Business-Babes LLC, 2269 St. Charles 
Court, Livermore, CA 94550. This 
business is conducted by a Limited 
liability company. Registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) listed herein. 
Signature of Registrant: Mandana 
Moshiri, President. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of Alameda 
on 07/15/2014. (Pleasanton Weekly, 
July 25, Aug. 1, 8, 15; 2014)

997 All Other Legals
NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER 
ESTATE OF: JOHNNY LEE JARVIS
Case No.: RP14724510 To all heirs, 
beneficiaries, creditors, contingent 
creditors and persons who may other-
wise be interested in the will or estate, 
or both, of JOHNNY LEE JARVIS. A 
Petition for Probate has been filed by: 
JOHN L. JARVIS in the Superior Court 
of California, County of ALAMEDA. 
The Petition for Probate requests 
that: JOHN L. JARVIS be appointed as 
personal representative to administer 
the estate of the decedent. The peti-
tion requests authority to administer 
the estate under the Independent 
Administration of Estates Act. (This 
authority will allow the personal repre-
sentative to take many actions without 
obtaining court approval. Before taking 
certain very important actions, how-
ever, the personal representative will 
be required to give notice to interested 
persons unless they have waived 
notice or consented to the proposed 
action.) The independent administra-
tion authority will be granted unless 
an interested person files an objection 
to the petition and shows good cause 
why the court should not grant the 
authority. A HEARING on the petition 
will be held on September 8, 2014 at 
9:30 a.m. in Dept.: 201 of the Superior 
Court of California, County of Alameda, 
located at 2120 Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Way, Berkeley, CA 94704. If you 
object to the granting of the petition, 
you should appear at the hearing and 
state your objections or file written 
objections with the court before the 
hearing. Your appearance may be in 
person or by your attorney. If you are 
a creditor or a contingent creditor of 
the decedent, you must file your claim 
with the court and mail a copy to the 
personal representative appointed by 
the court within the later of either (1) 
four months from the date of first issu-
ance of letters to a general personal 
representative, as defined in section 
58(b) of the California Probate Code, 
or (2) 60 days from the date of mailing 
or personal delivery to you of a notice 
under section 9052 of the California 
Probate Code. Other California statutes 
and legal authority may affect your 
rights as a creditor. You may want to 
consult with an attorney knowledgeable 
in California law. You may examine the 
file kept by the court. If you are a per-
son interested in the estate, you may 
file with the court a Request for Special 
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an 
inventory and appraisal of estate assets 
or of any petition or account as pro-
vided in Probate Code section 1250. 
A Request for Special Notice form is 
available from the court clerk. Attorney 
for Petitioner: /s/ C. Bruce Hamilton, 
260 Sheridan Ave., #200, Palo Alto, 
CA 94306 (650)329-5992 (Pleasanton 
Weekly, July 11, 18, 25; 2014)

PLACE AN AD
ONLINE fogster.com

PHONE (925) 600-0840

Pleasanton

Get daily local stories and 
hot picks sent to your email

Pleasanton
Weekly.com
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Real Estate OPEN HOME GUIDE AND REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

556 Heligan Lane #4, Livermore
3 bd/2ba, 1,806 +/- sq. ft.

Santa Monica Model, built in 2012, Granite kitchen 
with stainless appliances and gas cooktop, scraped 
hardwood fl oors, surround sound, tank-less water 

heater, separate laundry room, low HOA with 
community pool, spa, gym rec room and water

LISTED AT $629,000

2574 Skylark Way, Pleasanton
Cozy Rivershore Model in Birdland

3bd/2ba, 1,754 +/- sq. ft., 7,400+/- sq.ft. lot
Newer windows, newer paint/carpet, updated kitchens 

and baths, newer HVAC equipment, newer roof,
professionally landscaped front and backyard,  private 

back with newer hardscape and artifi cial turf.

CALL FOR DETAILS

2123 Raven Road, Pleasanton
Wonderful Holiday Model in Birdland.  

4 bd/2ba, 2,186 +/- sq. ft, 7800+/-sq.ft. lot
Anderson windows and sliders, concrete tile roof, 

newer HVAC equipment, newer stainless steel 
appliances, newer concrete driveway, close to schools, 

parks and shopping

CALL FOR DETAILS

Beyond Full Service A Concierge 
Approach To Real Estate
www.Tim McGuire.net
925.462.SOLD (7653)

Erika Vieler
Realtor®/Associate

925.201.8308
EVieler@apr.com

Tim McGuire
Realtor®/Leader

925.895.9950
TMcGuire@apr.com

Karen Carmichael
Client Services

COMING SOON!

COMING SOON!

MAGNIFICANT 

TOWNHOME

BY JEB BING
Favorable exchange rates, affordable 

home prices and rising affluence abroad 
continue to drive international buyers to 
the U.S. to purchase properties and make 
real estate investments.

According to the National Association 
of Realtors 2014 Profile of International 
Home Buying Activity, for the period April 
2013 through March 2014, total interna-
tional sales have been estimated at $92.2 
billion — an increase from the previous 
period’s level of $68.2 billion.

“We live in an international market-
place; so while all real estate is local, that 
does not mean that all property buyers 
are,” said NAR president Steve Brown, co-
owner of Irongate, Inc. Realtors in Dayton, 
Ohio.

“Foreign buyers are being enticed to U.S. 
real estate because of what they recognize 
as attractive prices, economic stability and 
an incredible opportunity for investment 
in their future,” Brown said.

International buyers and recent immi-
grants purchased homes throughout the 
country, but four states accounted for 55% 
of the total reported purchases: Florida, 
California, Arizona and Texas. Florida re-
mains the destination of choice, claiming 
a 23% share of all foreign purchases. Cali-
fornia comes in second with 14%, Texas 

with 12% and Arizona with 6%.
  According to one real estate website, 
the top five cities searched online by inter-
national buyers in 2014 were Los Angeles, 
Miami, Las Vegas, Orlando and New York 
City.
 Foreign buyers take many factors into 
consideration when deciding where to 
purchase abroad, such as proximity to 
their home country, the presence of rela-
tives and friends, job and educational op-
portunities, and climate and location.
 European buyers are generally attracted 
to states with warmer climates such as 
Florida and Arizona while the West Coast 
tends to attract Asian purchasers. Indian 
buyers tend to gravitate towards states that 
are home to large information technology 
companies, such as California, New York 
and North Carolina.
 Within markets in an individual state, 
it is not unusual to find concentrations 
of people grouped by nationality, possibly 
indicating that word-of-mouth and shared 
experiences influence purchases.
 Twenty-eight percent of Realtors report-
ed working with international clients this 
year. International sales tend to be handled 
by specialists and only 4% of those who 
reported having an international client 
saw 11 or more international transactions 
in a year. Of those who reported having an 

international client, approximately 54% 
reported that international transactions 
accounted for one to 10% of their total 
transactions, a decrease from 2013 but still 
in line with past years’ levels.
 International buyers are more likely to 
make all-cash purchases when compared 
to domestic buyers. In 2014, nearly 60% 
of reported international transactions were 
all cash, compared to only one-third of 
domestic purchases.
 Mortgage financing tends to be a major 
problem for international clients due to a 
lack of a U.S.-based credit history, lack of 
a Social Security number, difficulties in 
documenting mortgage requirements and 
financial profiles that differ from those 
normally received by financial institutions 
from domestic residents.
 Most homes purchased by foreign buy-
ers, about 42%, are used as a primary resi-
dence. Non-resident foreigners are limited 
to six-month stays in the U.S., so these 
buyers largely use the property for vaca-
tion or rental purposes or as an invest-
ment. Approximately 65% of purchases 
involved a single-family home.
 Nearly half of international clients pre-
ferred properties in a suburban area, about 
a quarter preferred a central city or urban 
area, and about 13% choose to purchase in 
a resort area.

 International buyers come from all over 
the world, but those from Canada, China, 
Hong Kong, Taiwan, Mexico, India and the 
United Kingdom accounted for approxi-
mately 54% of all reported international 
transactions. Canada maintained the larg-
est share of purchases, although dropping 
from 23% in 2013 to 19% in 2014.
 However, China held the lead in dollar 
volume, purchasing an estimated $22 bil-
lion with an average sale cost of $590,826. 
China was also the fastest growing source 
of transactions, now accounting for 16% 
of all purchases, up 4% from last year. 
Mexico ranked third with 9% of sales and 
India and the U.K. both accounted for 
5%.
 “Foreign buyers who choose to work 
with a Realtor have a substantial advan-
tage,” said Brown. “Realtors who have com-
pleted the Certified International Property 
Specialist (CIPS) designation have received 
specialized training and are prepared to 
help clients with the unique difficulties of 
being an international buyer.”
 “CIPS designees understand the chal-
lenges buyers face when purchasing prop-
erty in the U.S., and have the experience 
and expertise to help them navigate the 
complex, time-consuming and overwhelm-
ing world of international real estate,” 
Brown added. 

Foreign buyers claiming 14% of home sales in California
Now account for $92.2 billion in U.S. sales, up from $68.2 billion year ago
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PLEASANTON 900 Main Street

BLAISE LOFLAND
Professional Real Estate Services

BlaiseLofland.com BLofland@apr.com 925.846.6500

✓ Expertise
✓ Teamwork
✓ Reliability
✓ Integrity
✓ Satisfaction

Connecting People and Property

For a Real Estate Agent with an in-depth knowledge of both the area and market, call Blaise Lofland!

DRE# 00882113

Offered at $2,195,000

*Prior Property Owners Also Include Joshua Neal and His Wife Angela Bernal Neal

One of Downtown Pleasanton’s Crown Jewels…Location, Location, 
Location! Become a Part of Pleasanton’s Rich History and Own 
This Historically Designated Charming Queen Anne Victorian 
Family Home on Property Once Owned By the King of Spain. This 
Unsurpassed Hilltop Location Overlooking Downtown Pleasanton 
is Located at the Historic Corner of Neal and 3rd Street. Enjoy the 
Space, Quiet and Privacy Provided By This Large & Unique Over 
One Half-Acre Beautiful Downtown Estate, Conveniently Located 
Just 3 blocks From Main Street. Remodeled Kitchen. Professionally 
Landscaped. Because it’s a Great Property For Entertaining, Many 
Pool Parties, Celebrations & Weddings Have Taken Place Here 
Over the Years. You Will Also Be Able to Enjoy All The Nearby 
Downtown Amenities Anytime. 

DOWNTOWN PLEASANTON
303 NEAL STREET, PLEASANTON

Visit 303nealstreet.com for more photos and information

PLEASANTON CaliforniaMoves.com925.847.2200  |  5980 Stoneridge Drive, Ste. 122

DUBLIN   
5411 ASTERWOOD DR

JUST LISTED!  $880,000
4 BR 3 BA Granite, lrg isl & SS appl in kit. Upstrs lndry 
& Master BD w/off retreat. New carpet & paint!  
Karen T, CalBRE #009628800 925.847.2200

FREMONT  
SOUTHERN FREMONT 5472 BUTANO PARK DR 
JUST LISTED!  $645,000 
4 BR 2 BA Southern Fremont! Updated & remodeled. 
Fresh paint, new carpet, dual-pane windows, copper 
plumbing, Pergo flrs. 
Elaine Arnt, CalBRE #01046497 925.847.2200

PLEASANTON 
 SAT/SUN 1 - 4 3205 E RUBY HILL DR 

GOLF COURSE VIEWS!  $2,199,000
5 BR 4.5 BA Approx 5100 SF. Large 28,765 SF lot 
with Beautiful Pool & Spa! 2 First Floor Bedrooms! 
Kathleen Waelde, CalBRE #00885285 925.847.2200

SAN LEANDRO 1332 SCENICVIEW DR
 SUN 1 - 4  $799,000

Bayovista with bay views! Dual paned windows. 
Parquet floors. Updated bathrooms. Versatile 
floorplan. In-law with separate entrance.  
Laurie Pfohl, CalBRE #00866660 925.847.2200

©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office Is Owned And Operated by NRT LLC. DRE License #01908304

DUBLIN
2357 CAPISTRELLO ST

NICELY UPGRADED!  $889,927
4 BR 3 BA Bright & Open, granite, SS appl, Walnut 
cabinets, arched doorways, 2 car attached garage  
Romar De Claro, CalBRE #01341138 925.847.2200

 2037 HAGGERTY DR
GORGEOUS POSITANO HOME!    $888,800
2 Story. Open floor plan. Gourmet kitchen w/ SS Appl 
overlooks family & dining room. Hardwood floors.  
Wendy Ma, CalBRE #01944039 925.847.2200

 SAT/SUN 1:30 - 4:30  4663 BRANNIGAN ST
BEAUTY IN DUBLIN RANCH! $698,800
3 BR 2 full BA + 2 half Upgraded Kitchen with SS 
appliance, granite, hardwood cabinets, built-in fridge, 
tile, balcony, fireplace.  
Ric Cruz, CalBRE #01466114 925.847.2200

LIVERMORE
 SAT/SUN 1 - 4  994 LISBON AVE

JUST LISTED! $567,000
3 BR 2 BA Newer paint, Oak flrs, kit w/maple and 
granite counters. Remodeled BAs. Lrg bckyrd & patio. 
Mary Anne Rozsa, CalBRE #00783003 925.847.2200

 6187 SAINT ANDREWS WY
ABSOLUTELY GORGEOUS!  $527,950
3 BR 2.5 BA Hardwood floors, crown molding, 
remodeled Master BA with fireplace & Jacuzzi tub, 
large kitchen, a MUST SEE  
Shannon Shepherd, CalBRE #01350212 925.847.2200

NEWARK
6448 NARCISSUS AVE

BEAUTIFULLY UPDATED!  $615,000
3 BR 2 BA Lrg fmly rm, plantation shutters, bar, 
fireplace, updated windows, piping, heating, lighting. 
Shannon Shepherd, CalBRE #01350212 925.847.2200

PLEASANTON
2015 VALLEY OAK RD

STUNNING PROPERTY!  $1,975,000
Guard-Gated Community, skylights. Wet bar, tall 
ceilings and windows, wine closet, 4-car garage. 
Commute location.  
Suzanne Bieser, CalBRE #01355940 925.847.2200

 4386 DIAVILA AVE
BEAUTIFUL BELVEDERE HOME!  $835,000
4 BR 3 BA In Cul-De-Sac. Fireplace. Kitchen with 
island. High ceilings. Inside laundry. Landscaped 
backyard with large patio.  
Nancy Sutorius, CalBRE #00628232 925.847.2200

 SAT/SUN 1 - 4  5178 SPRINGDALE AVE
COMING SOON!  CALL FOR PRICE
4 BR 3 BA Beautiful Forest Hill home, exquisite 
hardwood flooring, gourmet kitchen, large Master Suite  
Mike Riley, CalBRE #00374197 925.847.2200

SAN LEANDRO
1430 142ND AVE

WALK TO DOWNTOWN!  $429,000
3 BR 2.5 BA Updated kitchen. Detached garage. Close 
to shopping, transportation and BART  
Laurie Pfohl, CalBRE #00866660 925.847.2200

SAN R AMON
5935 LANTANA WY 

VICTORIA MODEL HOME!   $1,120,000 
5 BR 3 BA 3 car grge, formal living, dine & family rms, 
office w/french doors, walk to Elementary School  
Terry Kim, CalBRE #01363454 925.847.2200 

TR ACY
302 W. MOUNT DIABLO AVE

NICE 1-ACRE LOT!  $289,000
Could be subdivided into 2 lots. Live on one & sell the 
other! Close to elementary school.  
Suzan Gladieux, CalBRE #01245705 925.847.2200
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OPEN HOMES THIS WEEKEND
For an online version with mapping or to list your open home go to:  

www.PleasantonWeekly.com/real_estate

Danville
3 BEDROOMS 

93 Amberfield Lane $649,990
Sat/Sun 2-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 251-1111

Dublin
2 BEDROOMS 

7707 Chantilly Drive $449,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 DeAnne Armario and Liz Venema 260-2220

3 BEDROOMS 

4276 Fitzwilliam St. $575,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 847-2200

4 BEDROOMS 

4916 Piper Glen Terrace $973,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 BHG Tri-Valley Realty 463-9500
3335 Araldi Lane $749,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 251-1111
5498 Springvale Drive Call for price
Fri 10-1/Sun 1-4 Fabulous Properties 980-0273

5 BEDROOMS 

8680 Fenwick Way $849,000
Sun 1-4 Louise Davis 200-2457

Livermore
2 BEDROOMS 

6518 Forget Me Not $400,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 BHG Tri-Valley Realty 463-9500

3 BEDROOMS 

556 Heligan Lane, Unit #4 $629,000
Sun 1-4 Tim McGuire 462-7653

2801 Mint Common $732,950
Sat/Sun 1-4 Lois Cox 200-8495
6408 Forget Me Not $449,900
Sat/Sun 1-4 Pati Norris (510) 406-2306
5556 Oakmont Circle $600,000
Sun 1-4 Kathy Westernoff 577-2600

Pleasanton
2 BEDROOMS 

8145 Mountain View Drive $395,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Keller Williams Tri-Valley 397-4200
2465 Heatherlark Circle $549,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Denise Ivaldi 251-2532

3 BEDROOMS 

1496 Calle Enrique $565,000
Fri 10-1/Sun 1-4 Fabulous Properties 980-0273

4 BEDROOMS 

839 Angela St. $1,450,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams Tri-Valley 397-4200 
8031 Bethel Lane $1,790,000
Sun 2-4 Gail Boal 577-5787
5178 Springdale Ave. Call for price
Sat/Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 847-2200
1236 Chianti Court $1,079,900
Sat/Sun 1-4 Melissa Pederson 397-4326

5 BEDROOMS 

5540 Calico Lane $1,528,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 Kelly Patterson 200-2525
1081 Heinz Ranch Court $1,849,000
Sun 2-4 Gail Boal 577-5787
3205 E. Ruby Hill Drive $2,199,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 847-2200

REAL ESTATE

This week’s data represents homes sold during 
June 25-July 2

Pleasanton
6473 Alvord Way L. Boswell to M. Gunampally 
for $725,000 
7595 Canyon Meadow Circle #H F. Shaikh to 
W. & L. Lazar for $445,000 
7655 Chestnut Way Clanin Trust to M. Karatepe 
for $905,000 
12 Deer Oaks Drive Mitchell Trust to H. & A. 
Green for $1,554,000 
630 East Angela Street D. & K. Banks to D. 
Smario for $1,049,000 
1142 Germano Way L. & V. Heaton to S. & N. 
Sangha for $2,140,000 
3435 Gravina Place A. & C. Schwartz to B. Li for 
$1,350,000 
2307 Greenwood Road L. & R. Cibulka to J. & C. 
Hodge for $940,000 
6264 Guyson Court A. & U. Beck to N. & S. 
Gergeo for $660,000 
7589 Highland Oaks Drive H. & J. Ergle to B. 
Mikolaitis for $839,000 
3291 Melanie Circle Orr Trust to G. & C. 
Murphey for $1,025,000 
4250 Muirwood Drive M. Stull to J. & C. 
Wilcock for $645,000 
3375 Norton Way #6 Priebat Trust to C. Shaw 
for $315,000 
4105 Parma Court J. Lee to S. & R. Sanghera for 
$2,280,000 
3392 Rosada Court C. Cheng to S. Gundogdu 
for $512,000 
2590 Skylark Way Donlon Trust to B. & H. 
Rogers for $910,000 
4587 Winter Court S. Geller to R. Stifter for 
$855,000 
1006 Zinfandel Court J. Sanchez to S. Chang for 
$1,250,000

Livermore
1415 4th Street A. & J. Leafblad to E. & A. 
Delatorre for $570,000 
4625 Apple Tree Common J. & N. Hodges to 

Suri-Oberoi Trust for $470,000 
1246 Bordeaux Street Murphy Trust to P. & R. 
Sutter for $455,000 
2629 Briarwood Drive A. & T. Alvarez to P. & H. 
Wong for $830,000 
6845 Brookview Court M. & J. Watson to R. & 
A. Bateman for $875,000 
5749 Cherry Way D. & S. Barnes to V. Roth for 
$717,000 
822 Cortez Court Nielson Trust to M. Briones for 
$530,000 
5011 Erica Way K. Baca to M. & J. Pfeiffer for 
$696,000 
5524 Goldenrod Drive American International 
Relocation to A. & C. Vanbuuren for $810,000 
185 Heligan Lane #3 P. Rosa to M. Herzstein for 
$445,000 
883 Keystone Way W. & G. Foster to C. & D. 
Holmes for $650,000 
1038 Larkspur Drive R. Gomez to L. Du for 
$568,000 
1077 Marigold Road C. & T. Pentecost to J. & C. 
Colburn for $518,000 
4771 Mulqueeney Common Wu Trust to E. 
Kilner for $450,000 
4687 Nicol Common #111 W. Holman to M. & 
T. Zabaneh for $326,000 
6403 Pheasant Court Takeshita Trust to C. & A. 
Harr for $715,000 
203 Quartz Circle J. & A. Ornelas to P. & J. Olla 
for $575,000 
1224 Spruce Street Strasburg Trust to D. & E. 
Hoover for $467,000 
463 Sumal Common Shea Homes to G. Singh 
for $785,000 
852 Trinity Hills Lane Kaatz Trust to Dp & Kp 
Trust for $1,180,000 
982 Ventura Avenue D. Sarfaty to J. Gennoy for 
$455,000 
2720 White Crane Circle C. & K. Ayers to M. & 
P. Brubaker for $1,205,000 
5326 Windflower Drive B. Rollins to M. 
Langford for $400,000 

HOME SALES

Source: California REsource
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Julia Murtagh

925.997.2411
Email: jmurtagh@apr.com

DRE #01751854

“Bringing Integrity 
to Your Front Door” 

Please see 
reviews of 
Julia on

Helping Sellers and Buyers in the Tri-Valley
Providing leadership, knowledge and support every step of the way.

7538 Stonedale Drive

JUST SOLD

4393 Mirador Drive, 
Pleasanton
4 bed, 2 bath in 2051 sq 
ft. of living space
SOLD FOR 
$1,025,00
WITH MULTIPLE 
OFFERS OVER 
ASKING PRICE

SOLD IN 

MAY 2014
7122 W. Woodbury Ct, 
Pleasanton
5 bed, 4.5 bath in 4792 
sq ft. of upgraded 
luxurious living 
space on .31 acres. 
Spectacular garden. 
SOLD FOR 
$1,800,000 

SOLD IN 

JUNE 2014
4875 Dolores Drive, 
Pleasanton
4 bed, 3 bath, 2985 sq 
ft. of living space
SOLD FOR 
$1,325,000
WITH MULTIPLE 
OFFERS OVER 
ASKING PRICE

SOLD IN 

JUNE 2014

“We used Julia’s expert services for both the purchase 
of a new home and the sale of our existing house. She 
was a top-notch negotiator in both transactions, . . . 
exceptionally personable, professional, and patient. 
Julia knows her stuff, and she knows the market 
very, very well, whether you are selling or buying. 
Her attention to detail is reassuring, and she takes 
care of EVERYTHING. We especially liked that she 
took great care to understand our needs and desires 
at the outset and that she always represented our 
best interests. She invested generously with time 
and effort and advertising to ensure the successful 
showing of our home during the open house. We 
would recommend Julia without reservation for 
any real estate need: She’s a fi rst class agent with 
incredible local experience.”

—The Howards, 4393 Mirador Drive, Pleasanton

COMING SOON CLIENT  TESTIMONIAL

680 Homes.com
925.463.2000

Doug@680Homes.com
BRE #00843458

Alain Pinel Realtors

Carlton Oaks
5 BR, 4 BTHS, new paint &

carpeting, granite & 
stainless kitchen, private yard.

$1,290,000

PENDING SALE

Now that the great real estate recovery seems to be in full force, barring some unforeseen economic setback, buyers 
are discovering that the market is active, or hot, or downright ridiculous depending on the price range.  It seems 
that there are multiple offers on everything.  And the frustration level of the buyers is rising faster than the default 
rate on the Greek National debt.  If you have been in the market, or are contemplating buying a house in the next 
few months, you need to adjust your strategy if you want to be successful in winning the auction... er, getting your 
offer accepted.  So, with this in mind, here are 5 strategies that will make you a better buyer, and increase the odds 
of getting your offer accepted.
1.  Strong pre-approval letter.  Before you even start looking at property, you should get fully pre-approved with 
a local, reputable lender.  Get the lender all documentation they need up front, and get credit approved so that all 
the lender needs is the appraisal, the contract, and the preliminary title report.  And have the lender draft a iron-
clad, bullet proof pre-approval letter that states you have excellent credit (hopefully), stable employment, excellent 
income, and the funds to close escrow.  In fact, if you qualify for more than the asking price of the property, go 
ahead and put the maximum amount you qualify for in the letter.   It does not hurt you if you are over-qualifi ed to 
buy a given property.
2.  Meet the sellers.  If possible, try to arrange to see the house when the seller is home, especially if there are going 
to be multiple offers.  A nice, friendly visit to the property giving you a chance to bond with the sellers can have an 
impact, especially if the seller has strong emotional ties to the house.  Be complimentary, gracious, and charming.  
Yes, tell the seller you absolutely love their dark paneling and the shag green carpeting, even if it you plan to rip it 
out within 10 minutes of owning the house.
3.  Solve the Seller’s Problem.  If the seller needs a rent back, or needs to close by a certain date, or wants to take the 
hot tub, or only wants to close in months starting with the letter “J”, try to accommodate them. The more you solve 
their problems and make their life easier, the better chance you have of getting your offer accepted.
4.  Be willing to shorten or waive contingencies.  In most circumstances, uncertainty in a real estate contract is not 
desirable for sellers.  And contingencies by their nature add uncertainty.  So if you are competing with other offers, 
consider shortening the inspection contingency time frame, so the seller is not left hanging for a long period of time.  
Decisive action on your part conveys strength and seriousness to the seller.  Likewise, if you have absolutely no 
doubt that you can get a loan, consider shortening or even waiving your loan contingency.  Be careful though that 
you are absolutely certain you will be able to get a loan, and discuss it with your loan offi cer.  Also, if you are putting 
a signifi cant amount of money down, or have other assets you can use to put more money down, consider waiving 
your appraisal contingency.  Again, you need to run numbers to take a look at the risks associated with this strategy 
in the event the appraisal does not come in at the purchase price, but if you have the ability and are willing to take 
the risk this will signifi cantly strengthen your offer when there are multiple offers you are competing against.
5.  Understand and accept market conditions.  When the market is over-heated, and multiple offers are driving up 
prices over the asking price, it becomes very diffi cult to determine a fair price.  In normal market conditions, we 
would look at comparable sales in the neighborhood to help determine a fair offer for any given home.  When the 
market is hot this is still important, but you also have to be aware of the demand component for value.  If there are 
10 people bidding on a home, and it sells for $20,000 over the asking price, and $30,000 over the last comparable 
sales, it is clear that the market value of the property is higher than the comparable sales would dictate.  This is 
happening now, and it can be disconcerting to buyers.  But the defi nition of market value is what a buyer is willing 
to pay for the house, so in that sense it is a free market.  Just understand as a buyer that the market value today is 
not necessarily equal to the value dictated by comparable sales, or even by the appraised value.  Buyers in Palo Alto 
and the Penninsula have been dealing with this phenomenon for a very long time.  It still gets back to supply and 
demand, and when demand exceeds supply, many of the normal rules go out the window.

8008 Rockford Place
5 BR + offi ce & game room

Remodeled throughout 
with private 1.1 Acre lot 

$1,995,000

OPEN SUN 1-4

Go to 680Homes.com for more information on these and other homes, along with market trends, tips & advice, and advanced home search

West Side
3 BR, 2 BTH, remodeled
granite kitchen, private

cul-de-sac lot near park!
$850,000

Bridle Creek
4 BR, 2 Bonus Room, 

3 BTHS Designer upgrades
throughout!
$1588,000

PENDING SALE

PENDING SALE

1023 Sycamore Creek Way
5 BR, 5 1/2 BTHS, Gorgeous 

Cape Cod style home with de-
signer upgrades throughout

$1,710,000

JUST SOLD

1331 Valley Ave
Gorgeous 4 BR, 2 1/2 BTH
home with granite kitchen,

3 car garage, and more!
$1,075,000

OPEN SUN 1-4OPEN SUN 1-4 PENDING SALE

5 strategies that will make you |
a better buyer in today’s market
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weinermcdowell
Luxury Real Estate and Lifestyle in the East Bay

Phyllis Weiner
REALTOR®

(925) 251.2585       
pweiner@rockcliff.com 

Information provided by © 2013 - 2014 Terradatum and its suppliers & licensors 
(www.terradatum.com/metrics/licensors). BrokerMetrics®

JUST LISTED • COMING SOON 

 weinermcdowell.com / (925) 251.2585

Peter McDowell
REALTOR®

(925) 251.2550       
pmcdowell@rockcliff.com 

Top 1% of Realtors Nationwide*

weinermcdowell.com • (925) 251.2585  pweiner@rockcliff.com  • (925) 251.2550  pmcdowell@rockcliff.com  •  CalBRE #00673849 / 01361481 

®

3210 Westbridge Ln,  Callippe Golf Course,  Pleasanton                                               
5 bdrms, 5 1/2 baths, 3647 sq.ft. on .63 acre view lot. Extraordinary custom home 

overlooking Callippe Golf Course, backs to open space. Exceptional features  

throughout. $1,798,000

NEW LISTING • OPEN HOUSE ON SUNDAY 12:30-3:30PM!

NEWLY LISTED     $699,000   

5890 Woodrose Way,  

Livermore              

Outstanding, like new,  

4 bdrm, 2 1/2 bath plus Loft, 2022 

sq.ft. on beautifully landscaped 

extra large backyard. 

COMING SOON    $1,450,000      

3531 Rosincress Dr,  

The Bridges,  San Ramon                          

Exceptional  home in the desirable 

Bridges golf course community! 

Five bedroom floor plan with 

beautiful interior courtyard and 

huge lot. Call us for a sneak peak.

REAL PEOPLE... REAL REVIEWS...
“Phyllis and Peter made our dream a reality!  They assisted us both in our sale and our purchase and both 

transactions were smooth and pleasant from beginning to end. They went above and beyond our  

expectations.”  -Bill and Judy Sherry,  Seller’s 910 Sherman Way.

To advertise in the Tri-Valley Real Estate 
Directory call (925) 600-0840. Ask about online 

and email advertising.

 
Real Estate Directory

 Pheasant Ridge, 7276 Huntswood Court Pleasanton

This lovely home has fabulous fl oor plan that features 5 bedrooms 4.5 
Baths Bonus Room and Separate Offi ce.  Approx. 4792 Sqft, on a great 
court location with a large spacious lot.  Close to award winning Pleasan-
ton schools and easy commute access.  Call today for private showing or 
log onto ww.deloresgragg.com for more information.

Offered at 1,799,000

Delores 
  Gragg

925-989-6500
www.deloresgragg.com

DRE# 1206964
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DeAnna Armario & Liz Venema
REALTORS® LIC # 01363180 and 01922957 

925.260.2220      925.413.6544
DeAnna@ ArmarioHomes.com   Liz@VenemaHomes.com

ArmarioHomes.com

7707 Chantilly Drive, Dublin
Beautifully updated and upgraded 2 BR, 2 BA upper unit. 1285 +/- sq. 
ft. Granite counters, maple cabinets. Newly remodeled Master Bath, loft, 
2 fireplaces, custom paint, new carpet, balcony, inside laundry, attached 
garage, and more! Offered at $499,000

OPEN SAT & SUN 1-4 PM

1496 Calle Enrique, Pleasanton
Walk or bike to downtown from this centrally 
located townhome with new carpet, laminate 
floors, spacious master, lovely patio and attached 
2 car garage. Newly refreshed and ready for 
quick close.1224 sq. feet with 3 Bed/2 Baths

www.FabulousProperties.net CA Lic#s 01735040, 01713497, 01395362

5498 Springvale Drive, Dublin
Dublin Ranch Beauty in a Great Location
Beautiful 4 bedroom/2 ½ bath home, 2,192 
sq. feet

Call for pricing.
Offered at $565,000

OPEN FRIDAY 10 - 1 & SUNDAY 1 - 4 pm OPEN FRIDAY 10 - 1 & SUNDAY 1 - 4 pm 

Kevin and Bernetta Wess
Tri-Valley Property Management

LIC # 01482226 & 01465272

925.290.8143
www.TriValleyManagement.com

4611 Helpert Court 
Pleasanton

Val Vista Neighborhood 
3BD. 2BA 1555 Sq. Ft.

$3200

1533 Calle Santa Anna 
Pleasanton

Park Villa Community 
3BD, 2BA 1300 Sq. Ft.

$2700

WANTED RESIDENTIAL HOMES! 
Rentals are in High Demand in Pleasanton

Call Us Today For More Info!

4086 Stanley Blvd, 
Pleasanton

Downtown Pleasanton 
2BD + Office, 1.5BA, 

1720 Sq. Ft. Spacious Yard
$3200

Just Sold! 5196 Hummingbird Road
We still have 2 buyers looking for a home  

in the Pleasanton Valley-Birdland Area.  
If you own a home and you were thinking about selling, 

please give us a call!

www.melissapederson.com

Melissa Pederson
REALTOR® 

LIC # 01002251

925.397.4326
melissapedersonhomes@gmail.com

Paal Salvesen
REALTOR® 

LIC # 01928222

925.520.5630
paal@paalsalvesen.com

Open Sat & Sun 1-4
Remodeled 4 BR/2.5 BA home 
on 11,820 sq ft lot. One of 
a kind backyard boasts total 
privacy backing to open space w/ 
redwood deck, view deck, stone 
patio, side yard access & beautiful 
landscaping. Approx. 2,000 square 
feet of living space includes 
hardwood fl oors, granite kitchen 
w/ stainless steel appliances & so 
much more. Cul-de-sac location. 

Call us today to make your real estate dreams come true!  

Gail Boal
REALTOR® LIC # 01276455

925.577.5787
www.gailboal.com

8031 Bethel Lane, Pleasanton
RARE Gorgeous single level custom 
with breath taking panoramic views! 
Approx 4000 sq ft., 4 bedroom,  
3 baths. 3/4 acres with magnificent 
backyard- perfect for entertaining

Offered at $1,790,000

1081 Heinz Ranch Ct,  
Pleasanton
Gorgeous home in the Vineyards! 
Backs to open space! 5 bed, 4 bath 
plus a bonus room. Entertainers 
backyard with pool, spa, cascading 
waterfall.  Offered at $1,849,000

OPEN SUN 2-4PMOPEN SUN 2-4PM

925.463.0436  |  www.SoldinaFlash.com
REALTORS®, GRI, CRS, SRES

Stunning Kitchen remodel with 
cherrywood cabinetry, granite 
counters and tile floors, New carpeting 
throughout.  Beautifully remodeled 
granite and cherry bathrooms.  4 bdrms, 
2 baths and over 1800 sq ft....large yard.
Priced in the mid $700,000’s

6075 Audrey Court, Pleasanton
Cute as a button!  Beauitful one level home 
with 3 bdrms and 2 remodeled baths!  
Stunning wood laminate floors, crown 
molding, carpet and dual pane windows.  
Beautifully remoldeled kitchen with white 
cabinetry and stainless steel appliances.
Soon to be priced in the lows 700’s.

1ST TIME OPEN SAT 1-3 NEW LISTING!
OPEN SUNDAY 1 TO 3PM

6370 Alvord Way, Pleasanton

GREAT HOME! 
1521 Cielo Court, 
Livermore
5 bedrooms, 3 baths, 3 car 
garage, 3,328sf, 9,820sf lot
Beautiful corner lot location. 
Master bath with roman tub 
and shower.  Large kithen/
family room combo. Formal 
dining room with living room, 
fireplace. Lots of upgrades 
inside and out. Private patio. 
$1,129,000

OPEN SUNDAY 1-4

Cindy and Gene Williams
REALTORS® BRE LIC # 01370076 and 00607511 

925.918.2045
www.WilliamsReGroup.com

5994 W. Las Positas, Suite 101, Pleasanton   |   459 Main Street, Pleasanton   |   2300 First Street, Suite 316, Livermore   |   Broker License #01395362

Andrew Greenwell  
Team Leader/CEO

AGreenwell@kw.com
925.963.0993

Contact me today to join our team.

AT KELLER WILLIAMS, WE FOCUS OUR RESOURCES

O N  B U I L D I N G  T H E  A G E N T S !

Louise Davis
REALTOR®

Lic. # 00551850
925.200.2457
www.LouiseDavis.com

Tom Fox
BROKER ASSOCIATE

Lic. # 00630556
925.872.1275

www.TomFox.com

Delightful Two Story 5 Bedroom Home!
Remodeled Kitchen with granite counters, kitchen nook, cozy fireplace with family room 
looking out to large, private yard, deck and relaxing hot tub.  Warm, inviting Brazilian 
hardwood floors, new carpets and new paint throughout.. Private large master plus 3 
additional bedrooms upstairs., New garage door, Side yard access and view of beautiful 
Dublin Hills.     $849,900.

OPEN SUNDAY 1-4


