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Life Begins
 at ValleyCare

ValleyCare
MEDICAL FOUNDATION

Citing a recent community 
survey showing that 99% 
of those of us who live in 

Pleasanton feel safe, Police Chief 
Dave Spiller said his objective going 
forward will to make that 100%. 
 Speaking at meetings this month 
of the Valley Real Estate Network 
and later to the Rotary Club of 
Pleasanton, Spiller said that while 
he appreciates the comfort the city’s 
population has in public safety, 
there’s no reason to be smug about 
it or let down our guard. If we “see 
something, say something,” Spiller 
urged everyone. Some of the best 
police work and results come be-
cause an alert homeowner spots 
something or someone unusual out 
the kitchen window or a parent 
sees someone hovering around a 
school building 
who probably 
shouldn’t be there.
 “You can’t take 
the success of this 
community for 
granted,” Spiller 
said. “We all have 
to be engaged.”
 Asked about 
school safety, 
Spiller said his 
department works 
with the school 
district and school 
site councils to 
make sure students, staff and their 
schools are safe. Patrols have been 
increased since the Sandy Hook 
Elementary School tragedy in New-
town, Conn. 
 Four full-time police officers are 
assigned to the schools, includ-
ing one at each high school. Peri-
odic “intruder” drills are held with 
schools locked down while perim-
eter searches are made. Still, Spiller 
added, “We want our students to 
feel comfortable in school, not to 
think that they’re in some kind of a 
prison. That’s part of our job, too.”
 Spiller likes to ask, “What’s next?” 
His goals for his organization and 
strategic planning initiatives in-
clude strengthening communica-
tion, both within his department 
and with the public, and leverag-
ing technology. Improved wireless 
communications now keep Pleas-
anton police in “listening” touch 
with other emergency responders. 
A seventh 911 emergency response 
line will soon be added here, based 
on the formula of one 911 line for 
every 10,000 residents. He urges 
those calling the police department 
on routine matters to use its regular 
business line: 931-5100.

 Spiller’s “Vision for the Pleasan-
ton Police Department” is spelled 
out in a new brochure that outlines 
how he and his fellow officers work 
together for a legacy of integrity 
and professionalism. Their mission, 
Spiller says, is to work in collabora-
tion with our community to protect 
life and property. This will be ac-
complished through the creative 
use of resources, community educa-
tion and involvement, and interac-
tive problem-solving. It’s a mouth-
ful, he acknowledges, but in terms 
of prevention, it all comes down to 
the relationship that the police de-
partment has with the community.
 Spiller began his public service 
in the late 1980s with the San 
Diego Police Department, where 
he worked as a patrol officer for 

a short time before 
joining the Moun-
tain View Police 
Department. With 
well over a decade 
of service in vari-
ous police depart-
ment operations 
there, he earned 
a strong reputa-
tion as an effective 
problem solver and 
collaborator. Spiller 
later joined the 
Pleasanton Police 
Department as the 

administrative lieutenant.
 He holds an associate’s degree 
in administrative justice from De 
Anza College in Cupertino, a bach-
elor’s degree in organizational be-
havior from the University of San 
Francisco and a master’s degree 
from St. Mary’s College in pub-
lic sector leadership. He is also a 
graduate of the Senior Management 
Institute for Police through the Po-
lice Executive Research Forum and 
a graduate of the California POST 
Command College.
 He also serves as an advisory 
board member on the Administra-
tion of Justice Board at Las Positas 
College, where he’s an adjunct fac-
ulty member. He is a member of 
the International Criminal Justice 
Board at the University of San Fran-
cisco and is a staff trainer and board 
member for the nonprofit Continu-
ing Education for Public Officials 
organization. In addition, Spiller is 
an executive board member for the 
San Francisco Boy Scouts Council 
and is a volunteer for Frontline 
Services at Crosswinds Church in 
Dublin. Spiller lives in Livermore 
with his wife Kathleen and their 
daughter Nicole. 
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‘See something, say 
something,’ police chief urges

25 Years in Real Estate

CA. BRE # 00979099

800-319-8991
Find me on Facebook at www.facebook.com/seniorsrealestatespecialist

 My services include:*

*call For Details

Professional Home Staging 

Landscape/yard cleanup

House Cleaning/General Cleanup

Garage Sale/Estate Sale 

Hauling to donation centers 

Handyman Services/Contractors

®

Join today:
SupportLocalJournalism.org

Dave Spiller

ON THE 
TOWN

DINING

Eddie Papa’s 
American Hangout
4889 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
469-6266. Winner of The 
Pleasanton Weekly’s Reader 
Choice Awards for “Best American 
Food,” “Best Meal under $20” 
and “Best Kid Friendly Restaurant,” 
Eddie Papa’s American Hangout 
celebrates the regional food and 
beverage cultures of America. 
Bring the whole family to enjoy 
iconic dishes from across the United 
States, Old World Hospitality, and 
hand crafted artisan cocktails. 

www.eddiepapas.com.
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Streetwise
ASKED AROUND TOWN

How do you like to spend 
your free time indoors during 

our rainy season? 

Steve Davies 
Lawyer

Well, if there’s a good ball game on, 
I’ll watch it. If not, I’ll turn on The 
History Channel to watch “Pawn 
Stars.” It is a fascinating show about 
the Gold & Silver Pawn Shop that is 
located in the outskirts of Las Vegas.

Abbie Lovinger 
Retired teacher 

I enjoy keeping myself busy with my 
knitting projects and reading books, 
mostly historical fiction. 

Margot Sappern 
Copywriter 

I like to catch up on my pleasure 
reading and to attend to my “do it 
yourself” home improvement projects. 

Deborah Chong 
Obstetrician/gynecologist 

What I love to do during the rainy 
season is to curl up in my bed with 
a good book. But since I have twin 
toddlers, that never, ever, happens. 

Sanjay Thapar 
Lecturer

I enjoy spending time on eBay, bidding 
for precious gemstones, rare stamps 
and antique silver spoons.

Have a Streetwise question? Email editor@PleasantonWeekly.com
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managed by

www.eskaton.org

100 Valley Avenue, Pleasanton

925-461-3042

License # 015601283

THE PARKVIEW EXPERIENCE

Assisted Living.
Inspired by You.
Enjoy the independence you want with 
the support you need. The Parkview’s 
assisted living and memory care provide 
you the comfort, convenience, and care 
to experience a healthy, safe and 
inspiring longevity.

Call, click or come visit today and 
enjoy complimentary lunch.

Amador Valley 
Optometric

Black Avenue 
Professional Offices 

4450-C Black Ave, Pleasanton 
925.462.2600

off Santa Rita Road behind
Lynnewood Methodist Church

Dr. Barry C. Winston
Faculty, UC Berkeley School of Optometry

Certified in the Treatment of Ocular Disease
VISIT US AT OUR WEBSITE
BARRYCWINSTONOD.COM

and scleral lenses for keratoconus 

For the Professional Attention 
Your Eyes Deserve

Prescription Sunglasses

Don’t Trust Your 

Serving Pleasanton for 
more than 30 years.
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Newsfront
Support local music

 The 10th annual Magic of 
Music event — a fundraiser for 
Amador music programs — will 
be held this Saturday from 5:30-
11:30 p.m. at the Marriott in 
Pleasanton, 11950 Dublin Can-
yon Road.
 The event includes a sit-down 
dinner, silent and live auctions, 
entertainment by the music stu-
dents, and dancing to the tunes 
of the award-winning Amador 
Valley High Jazz A Big Band 
ensemble. 
 Magic of Music funds have 
been used to purchase new 
marching band uniforms, in-
struments, transportation equip-
ment and teaching tools. The 
event is hosted by the Amador 
Friends of Music.
 Tickets may be purchased 
at www.amadormusic.org or 
through Sally Baker at 518-
5916.

Fresh Works exhibit

 The Harrington Gallery at the 
Firehouse Arts Center in Pleas-
anton is looking for submissions 
for its Fresh Works IV open 
juried exhibition.
 The annual showing is open 
to artists from across the Bay 
Area. Artworks can be two- or 
three-dimensional (no jewelry); 
video art may be allowed, con-
tingent upon space and artist 
providing necessary equipment.
 Submissions must be original 
works completed in the last two 
years and not previously exhib-
ited in Pleasanton. The entry 
form and fee must be turned in 
by 5 p.m. March 19.  
 The exhibit is set to run from 
May 3 to June 7. For more infor-
mation, visit www.firehousearts.
org or contact gallery director 
Julie Finegan at 931-4849 or  
jfinegan@cityofpleasantonca.gov.

Essay contest

 The Culture to Culture Foun-
dation is holding its second local 
Mental Health Scholarship Essay 
Awards, offering 10 scholarships 
worth $1,000 and 20 honorable 
mention awards worth $250.
 Essays should address the 
topic “How does your person-
al definition of success affect 
your mental health?” and have a 
1,000-word limit. The deadline 
is March 17.
 Applicants must be 11th- or 
12th-grade students, and ap-
plications should be submitted 
as a PDF or Word document 
email attachment to culturetocul-
ture2014@gmail.com. The at-
tachment should be labeled with 
the student’s last name listed first.
 All essays must include an 
introductory cover page listing 
the entrant’s full name, home 
address, telephone number, 
email address, high school and 
current grade. 

DIGEST

BY JEB BING

CarMax, Inc., the country’s largest retailer of 
used cars, plans to build a CarMax Auto 
Superstore on a 20-acre site at I-580 and El 

Charro Road on Pleasanton’s far northeast side.
 The pre-owned car dealership would include 
three main single-story buildings with heights of 
up to 24 feet, including a main 13,064-square-
foot “sales and presentation” building facing the 
580 freeway. A larger 45,000-square-foot service 
building would be located farther south, with 

other buildings, including a private car wash 
between the freeway and Stoneridge Drive, where 
the main entry to CarMax will be located.
 Keith Henderson, the company’s real estate 
representative from its headquarters in Rich-
mond, Va., told the city’s Planning Commission 
at an informal workshop session two weeks ago 
that CarMax will occupy 20 of the 37-acre cor-
ner of Staples Ranch, leaving two other parcels 
available for new car dealerships in the future.
 At one time, the Hendrick Automotive Group 

planned to develop the entire auto mall site but 
backed off as the recession hit and chose instead 
to expand its existing facilities in Pleasanton just 
off Santa Rita Road.
 Henderson said CarMax has grown to over 
100 locations since opening its first outlet in 
1993 and has sold more than 4 million cars.
 “Last year we sold 450,000 vehicles at our 
130 stores in 55 markets across the country,” 

CarMax Auto Superstore coming
Country’s largest used-car retailer to build in Staples Ranch

DA explains decision 

not to file charges in 

Middleton Place case
Investigation concludes injured 
man struck first; wife disagrees

BY GLENN WOHLTMANN

Evidence indicates the Pleasanton man 
found injured and unconscious outside 
his home on Middleton Place last Septem-

ber was the aggressor in the altercation, accord-
ing to Alameda County District Attorney Nancy 
O’Malley.
 O’Malley, in an interview with the Pleasanton 
Weekly, discussed the circumstances around 
the injuries sustained by David Lamont and 
why her office opted not to prosecute the teens 
at the scene.
 “If the case is not legally provable, then it 
would be improper for the prosecutor to file 
charges,” O’Malley said.

GLENN WOHLTMANN

Speaking out through silence
 More than 20 Foothill High School students spent their lunch hour last Friday in silent 

protest of anti-gay laws in Russia. Students from the Gay/Straight Alliance and the school’s 

Amnesty International clubs organized the protest and asked their peers to boycott watching 

last weekend’s Winter Olympic Games closing ceremony in Sochi, Russia.

 “We live in the San Francisco Bay Area, and we don’t think LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual and 

transgender) is an issue,” said alliance president Cori Hartwig. “Basically, Russia has a ban on 

LGBT people. It’s not illegal, but they are against it.”

 Above: Student protester Erik Gallagher, wearing duct tape across his mouth, holds a poster 

reading, “Speak out for those who don’t have a voice.”

Mystery still 
surrounds 

fate of school 
administrator 

 Future of former Walnut Grove 
principal still not clear

BY GINA CHANNELL-ALLEN

The employment status of former Walnut 
Grove Principal Jon Vranesh still isn’t 
clear in spite of a 3-2 vote taken in closed 

session Tuesday night to apparently strip him of 
any administrative duties.
 According to a statement read by Board Presi-
dent Jamie Hintzke after the closed session,  “The 
Board took action to authorize the Superintendent 
to send notice to two administrators pursuant to 
(California Education Code) 44951 regarding as-
signment for the 2014-2015 school year.” 
 Education Code 44951 deals with end-of-year 
release or reassignment of certificated adminis-
trators who do not hold multi-year contracts. By 
March 15, the employee in question has to be 
notified that he or she might be released or reas-
signed from his or her position for the following 

See CARMAX on Page 8

See MIDDLETON on Page 6

See PRINCIPAL on Page 8
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 Lamont was struck outside his 
home early Sept. 21 after confront-
ing teens about making noise in the 
quiet cul-de-sac where he lived. He 
was found lying in the street, bleed-
ing and comatose, when he didn’t 
return inside following the alterca-
tion. Police said four teens were co-
operating during the investigation, 
and that they had identified one, an 
18-year old from outside the area, 
as a “person of interest.”
 On Feb. 7, police announced 
that the case had been closed and 
no charges would be filed. The DA 

said her office worked closely with 
Pleasanton police before deciding 
not to pursue criminal charges.
 “The evidence shows that Mr. 
Lamont confronted the young 
men who were across the street 
or in the area of his house. The 
evidence also shows that Mr. La-
mont headbutted or hit the young 
man in the face, and the injuries 
that the young man received are 
consistent with that,” O’Malley 
said. “And the evidence also tells 
us that in response to being hit, 
the young man hit Mr. Lamont 
back in the face and he fell down. 
The medical findings are consis-
tent with Mr. Lamont hitting his 
head on the ground.”

 Lamont’s wife, Agnes, told the 
Pleasanton Weekly that she dis-
agreed with the conclusions made 
by the DA’s Office.
 “We have never been contacted 

by the DA’s of-
fice,” Agnes 
Lamont said. 
“However, given 
what I heard 
that night, I 
cannot give cre-
dence to claims 
of self-defense 
made several 
days after the 
incident by the 

four young people who drove off 
leaving David critically injured and 
unconscious.”
 O’Malley said under California’s 
“stand your ground” law, a person 
who is attacked is allowed to use 
similar force in response.
 “In California, the law does not 
require a person to retreat from an 
attack,” the DA said. “That person 
who’s attacked has the right to, as 
they call it, stand his ground or 
her ground and defend himself or 
herself.”
 She said only one person at the 
scene Sept. 21 was involved in the 
altercation with Lamont, and evi-
dence showed that person acted to 
protect himself.
 “It was clear to us and I believe 
it was also clear to the police, be-
cause of this law of self-defense, 
and (that) there’s no evidence we 
have to overcome that law of self-
defense in this particular case,” 
O’Malley said.
 Agnes Lamont said her husband 
is the only other person who could 
provide details of the event, but 
that’s unlikely to ever occur.
 “After emerging from a long 
coma, several surgeries and inten-
sive rehabilitation, David had no 
memory of what occurred so can-
not describe the events himself,” 
she said. “We know he went out 
alone and unarmed after midnight 
and did not come back. He was 
the person who was hurt, and I 
was the one who called emergency 
services.”
 O’Malley also responded to resi-
dents who wanted to see a case 
against the teens move forward.
 “We have to look with an inde-
pendent eye and we have to look 
at what the law says. People don’t 
know what happened. They don’t 
know what the actual facts are,” she 
said. “(A) prosecutor has to have a 
reasonable belief that the case can 
be proved beyond a reasonable 
doubt.”
 Agnes Lamont gave thanks to 
the medical teams at Eden Medical 
Center and Kaiser and repeated her 
thanks to the community for its sup-
port during her husband’s recovery.
 “Knowing we are surrounded by 
such good people has given us 
hope and determination to embrace 
what is positive and be thankful 
for the miraculous recovery David 
is now working towards,” she said. 
“I would appeal to all parents to 
know where your children are, with 
whom, and what they are doing.” 

 Here is a transcript of the Pleasan-
ton Weekly question-and-answer ses-
sion with DA Nancy O’Malley.
 Question: In a general sense, 
what’s the standard that a DA’s of-

fice applies when deciding wheth-
er or not a criminal case can be 
charged?
 O’Malley: “At the time of re-
view, the police report and all the 
evidence that is presented by the 
police, which could include medi-
cal records, taped statements or 
photographs — at that time, the 
prosecutor has to have a reasonable 
belief that the case can be proved 
beyond a reasonable doubt, and 
that standard, of ‘beyond a reason-
able doubt’ is what we have to 
prove to find someone guilty of a 
crime.”
 Q: When a person is severely 
injured after an altercation, pub-
lic sentiment often moves toward 
wanting criminal charges to be filed 
so someone is held accountable. 
Are there instances in the law when 
it would be improper for a pros-
ecutor to file charges, despite the 
existence of severe injury to one 
party?
 O’Malley: “If the case is not 
legally provable, then it would be 
improper for the prosecutor to file 
charges. There is some strong word-
ing that defines prosecutorial ethics 
— and particularly in the context 
of filing charges — which really 
addresses that the evidence had to 
exist at the time of charging. And 
the prosecutor making that decision 
cannot be swayed by public pres-
sure or bias or prejudice. Those are 
improper bases for filing charges.”
 Q: Does the DA’s Office ever just 
roll the dice?
 O’Malley: “No.”
 O’Malley used an example of a 
sexual assault in which a child and 
an adult might have differing stories; 
in a case such as 
that, she said, a 
prosecutor might 
rely on the child’s 
statement.
 “If the evi-
dence exists and 
the prosecutor 
believes the evi-
dence to be true, 
that case could 
move forward 
into the system. 
It’s pushing the envelope, but it’s 
pushing the envelope with the legal 
evidence to do so.”
 Q: Could you explain the law of 
self-defense? We hear a lot about 
Florida’s “stand your ground” law. 
Does this apply in California? 
How does it differ from Florida’s 
laws?
 O’Malley: “There is a ‘stand 
your ground’ law in California. 
The ‘stand your ground law’ is 
specifically mentioned in the legal 
instructions having to do with 
self-defense. In California, the law 
does not require a person to re-
treat from an attack. That person 
who’s attacked has the right to, as 
they call it, stand his ground or 
her ground and defend himself or 
herself.
 “What’s also clear under Califor-
nia law, not so clear in Florida and 
other states — California’s ‘stand 
your ground’ law would only allow 
a person to use like force, so if 
someone hit me, I couldn’t pull out 
a gun and shoot them, that’s not 
what the law allows.
 “The law also talks about how a 
person who is attacked does have 
the right to use that like force in 

self-defense as long as the danger 
exists.”
 Q: How are the laws you just dis-
cussed applicable in the Pleasanton 
matter?
 O’Malley: “The evidence shows 
that Mr. Lamont confronted the 
young men who were across the 
street or in the area of his house. 
The evidence also shows that Mr. 
Lamont headbutted or hit the 
young man in the face, and the in-
juries that the young man received 
are consistent with that. 
 “And the evidence also tells us 
that in response to being hit, the 
young man hit Mr. Lamont back 
in the face and he fell down. The 
medical findings are consistent 
with Mr. Lamont hitting his head 
on the ground.”
 O’Malley said California does not 
have a good Samaritan law that re-
quires someone to intervene in the 
case of a crime.
 Q: There was an in-depth inves-
tigation done by Pleasanton police 
and I understand that your office 
was kept informed of the investiga-
tion. True?
 O’Malley: “Yes. I believe that 
they (police) worked closely with 
the head of that (DA’s office) branch 
in Pleasanton, James Meehan.”
 Q: Reports are that there were 
five individuals at the scene of this 
matter. Was there ever any indica-
tion that there was more than one 
person who had physical contact 
with Mr. Lamont?
 O’Malley: “No. The evidence 
says only the young man was hit. 
He was the only one who had con-
tact with Mr. Lamont.”
 Q: As part of the investigation, 
were your office and the po-
lice department able to interview 
physicians and review medical 
records?
 O’Malley: “Yes we did. The po-
lice department did, under the di-
rection of Mr. Meehan, and we do 
have records.”
  O’Malley explained that medi-
cal records are sealed under HIPA 
(Health Insurance Portability and Ac-
countability) laws, but that a judge 
can issue a subpoena to review medi-
cal records if it involves allegations of 
a crime.
 Q: Based upon the findings of 
the investigation, did it become 
clear to the police as well as to your 
office that there was no legal basis 
to file criminal charges?
 O’Malley: “It was clear to us 
and I believe it was also clear to 
the police, because of this law of 
self-defense, and (that) there’s no 
evidence we have to overcome that 
law of self-defense in this particu-
lar case.”
 Q: Your office has been criticized 
by some in the Pleasanton commu-
nity for not prosecuting this case. 
Can you speak to this concern as a 
whole?
 O’Malley: “We have to look with 
an independent eye and we have to 
look at what the law says. People 
don’t know what happened. They 
don’t know what the actual facts 
are. That’s always a balancing act, 
what we can disclose to the public, 
what we should disclose to the 
public.”
  O’Malley said in a case where a 
prosecution would occur, no evidence 
would be released, and that the case 
would be decided in court. 

NEWSFRONT

State of California License #019200474.  
Certificate of Authority #262.

CALL 1-800-924-6430 BEFORE WE’RE  
COMPLETELY RESERVED!

3300 STONERIDGE CREEK WAY 
PLEASANTON, CA 94588
STONERIDGECREEK.COM

THE WAIT IS  OVER.  
ALL THIS COULD BE YOURS.  
Stoneridge Creek, the retirement community unlike any 
other in Northern California, is now open in Pleasanton. 
That means life without the hassles of landscaping, 
housekeeping or maintenance of any kind can be yours 
now, with restaurants, an open-air pool, fitness center 
and spa, art studio, walking trails, performing arts theatre 
and more, all included. Add in unlimited access to a full 
continuum of care, if ever needed, and you’ll discover you 
can expect more from retirement.

To get a closer look at California’s newest Continuing Life® 
community, call 1-800-924-6430 to schedule a tour.

STONERIDGE CREEK IS

now open!

CLOCK REPAIR
Free Estimates
Free Pick-up & Delivery in Tri-Valley

Timely Service

Byfield’s Clock Shop Call (925) 736-9165

David Lamont

Nancy O’Malley

MIDDLETON
Continued from Page 5
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NEWSFRONT

Pair tied up during 
robbery of home next 
door to state senator

 State Sen. Mark DeSaulnier (D-
Concord) helped rescue a woman 
and her grandson last Sunday fol-
lowing an armed home invasion 
robbery next door to his home in 
Concord.
 DeSaulnier, who represents 
Pleasanton, said he was reading 
in his backyard in the 1100 block 
of Via Doble when, at about 3:15 
p.m., he heard a boy pounding on 
his door. 
 The boy said he and his grand-
mother had been tied up at the 
house next door to DeSaulnier’s 
and robbed at gunpoint before the 
three suspects fled the scene.
 DeSaulnier called 911 and went 
next door to wait with the woman 
and the boy.
 The boy had managed to untie 
himself and his grandmother be-

fore running to DeSaulnier’s house 
for help.
 “The boy was very upset,” De-
Saulnier said. “They had been 
bound up and duct-taped. (The 
boy) just got loose and was coura-
geous enough to run out of the 
front door.”
 DeSaulnier said the boy and his 
grandmother weren’t sure if the 
suspects were still in the house 
when they escaped, but when Con-
cord police showed up in force just 
a few minutes later, officers deter-
mined the suspects were no longer 
in the home.
 The boy and his grandmother 
were shaken up, but not seriously 
injured.
 DeSaulnier said this kind of 
crime was “very unusual” for the 
neighborhood, but added that no 
one should have to suffer through 
a home invasion robbery no matter 
where they live.
 “I have to say it’s just unacceptable 
that this happens anywhere,” he said. 

“A grandmother should be able to sit 
in her home with her grandchild and 
not have to worry about three armed 
men coming to the door with guns 
and taping them up.”
 The suspects are described as 
three Hispanic men. The first sus-
pect is estimated to be between 20 
and 30 years of age, standing 6 feet 
tall and was wearing a red shirt. 
The second suspect is estimated to 
be 19 years of age, standing 5 feet, 
10 inches tall and was also wearing 
a red shirt. The third suspect is de-
scribed as standing 5 feet, 10 inches 
tall, with short buzzed hair and a 
birthmark above his upper lip. He 
was wearing a light blue shirt, dark 
jacket and blue pants at the time of 
the robbery, police said.
 Anyone with additional informa-
tion about this incident is asked to 
call Concord police at 671-3030. 
Those who wish to remain anony-
mous may call the Concord police 
tip line at 603-5836. 

— Bay City News Service

DeSaulnier helps woman, grandson  
after Concord home invasion

 A Pleasanton man has been sen-
tenced to six years in federal prison 
for his role in a Ponzi scheme that 
netted more than $80 million in a 
little over two years.
 Kenneth Kenitzer, 70, was con-
victed of one count of wire fraud in 
connection with the scam.
 Beginning in 2006, Kenitzer and 
partner Anthony Vassallo ran Eq-
uity Investments Management & 
Trading (EIMT). Vassallo claimed 
he developed computer software 
that enabled him to make profits of 
about 36% per year. Investors were 

told the strategy had worked for 
years, but court documents show 
Vassallo’s strategy lost money over-
all.
 Kenitzer was the primary point 
of contact for investors, and he was 
aware EIMT never made money 
and learned that Vassallo was lying, 
according to United States Attorney 
Benjamin B. Wagner.
 The scheme began to unravel in 
late 2008, and investors started de-
manding their money back, leading 
Vassallo and his intermediaries to en-
gage in stalling tactics, Wagner said.

 More than 300 people invested 
at least $83 million to the scam, 
with more than $55 million re-
turned to investors. Nearly $17 
million was paid out to prop up 
the Ponzi scheme, with a net loss 
to investors totaling more than $40 
million, court records show.
 “While Kenitzer wasn’t the pri-
mary salesman of EIMT, his ad-
ministration of the money and of 
some sub-funds was a crucial part 
of keeping the scheme running as 
long as it did,” Wagner said.

— Glenn Wohltmann

Pleasanton man sentenced in Ponzi scheme
Scam brought in more than $80 million between 2006 and 2008

BY JEB BING
 The Pleasanton Chamber of 
Commerce will recognize indi-
viduals, groups and businesses 
that have demonstrated excel-
lence and community leader-
ship during a special Commu-
nity Service Award program 
March 19.
 Six awards will be given at the 
event, which will start at 6 p.m. 
in the Firehouse Arts Center.
 The awards are:

Business Philanthropy Award 
for businesses that have provid-
ed philanthropic service beyond 
the scope of normal business 
activity.

& Grill, Excellence in Business 
Award for businesses that have 
made a positive impact in the 
Pleasanton community through 
their achievement within the 

scope of normal business ac-
tivity.

Excellence in Service Award for 
nonprofit organizations that have 
contributed to Pleasanton.

Individual Service Award for in-
dividuals who have contributed 
to Pleasanton through excep-
tional service to the community 
or philanthropic efforts.

Service Award for youths who 
have contributed to Pleasanton 
through exceptional service to 
the community or philanthropic 
efforts.

for businesses that promote sus-
tainable environmental practices 
throughout their organization for 

the benefit of employees, custom-
ers or the community.

 This event is sponsored by 
Chevron and the University of 
San Francisco Pleasanton Cam-
pus.
 The public is invited to attend 
the event, which will include a 
hosted bar and hors d’oeuvres as 
well as a silent auction followed 
by the awards presentation. Cost 
to attend is $45 per person and 
tickets are on sale now at www.
pleasanton.org. 
 The Community Service 
Awards began in 1963 to rec-
ognize good people doing great 
things in the community, and 
since then hundreds of recipients 
have been honored.
 For more information, contact 
Susie Weiss, manager for Com-
munications & Special Events 
at the Pleasanton Chamber, at 
846-5858, ext. 201 or by email 
at susie@pleasanton.org.  

Community awards event set for March 19

 The Pleasanton Weekly and its 
partner, Silicon Valley Commu-
nity Foundation, have distributed 
$75,000 to 10 Tri-Valley nonprof-
its, which were recipients of the 
Weekly’s 2013 Holiday Fund.
 The checks were given to repre-
sentatives of the 10 organizations 
at a luncheon event hosted by the 
Rotary Club of Pleasanton.
 Gina Channell-Allen, president 
and publisher of the Pleasanton 
Weekly, and Editor Jeb Bing joined 
SVCF’s Milton Speid in distributing 
the checks.
 As before, the Pleasanton Weekly 
and SVCF handled all costs of the 
campaign so that every dollar con-
tributed went directly to this year’s 
beneficiaries.
 A total of 75% of all dollars 
raised was given in equal amounts 
to organizations in the first tier of 
the fund’s grant, totaling $11,250 
each to Axis Community Health, 
Open Heart Kitchen, Pleasanton 
Partnerships in Education (PPIE) 
Foundation, Valley Humane So-

ciety and the ValleyCare Health 
System Foundation.
 Another 25%, totaling $3,750 each, 
was given to organizations in the sec-
ond tier. These were Hope Hospice, 
Pleasanton Cultural Arts Council, 
REACH, Sandra J. Wing Healing Ther-
apies Foundation and Senior Support 
Program of the Tri-Valley.
 “It was a robust campaign as 
we carried our message about the 
Holiday Fund to the Pleasanton 
City Council, service clubs, real es-
tate organizations, business groups 
and in interviews and public ser-
vice announcements on Tri-Valley 
Television, our community public 
broadcast system,” Bing said.
 Channell-Allen added, “Despite 
a modest economic recovery in the 
Tri-Valley, the agencies we targeted 
for assistance found that they had 
fewer dollars coming in from their 
regular donors in 2013 because of 
ongoing financial, employment and 
health care challenges and uncer-

Weekly distributes 2013 
Holiday Fund contributions

10 local organizations share  
in $75,000 in donations

BY GLENN WOHLTMANN
 A Livermore golf instructor 
pleaded not guilty Feb. 20 to 
charges that he sexually abused 
three boys he had been teach-
ing.
 Andrew Nisbet, 32, faces a total 
of 75 felony counts, including oral 
copulation by force, lewd and las-
civious acts with a minor, distribu-
tion or exhibition of lewd material 
to a minor, and arranging a meeting 
with a minor for the purpose of 
engaging in lewd and lascivious 
behavior.
 The alleged victims are boys be-
tween the ages of 12 and 17, ac-
cording to Livermore police.
 Nisbet is being held without bail 
at the Santa Rita Jail in Dublin. He 
is scheduled to return to Alameda 
County Superior Court on March 
26 for a pretrial hearing.
 The golf pro was arrested Dec. 
7, shortly before he was to receive 

the 2013 Junior Golf Leader Award 
from the PGA’s Northern California 
Section.
 PGA officials lauded Nisbet “for 
his dedication and leadership in 
developing a wealth of exciting 
and educational golf programs for 
juniors.”
 Nisbet, who taught at Livermore’s 
Las Positas Golf Course, was fired 
after his arrest. For the past five 
years, he also helped run the U.S. 
Kids Golf World Championships in 
Pinehurst, N.C.
 Police have said they suspect him 
of abusing boys in other areas of 
the country. No additional charges 
have been filed to date.
 As a result of Nisbet’s arrest, 

in December on recognizing the 
signs of sexual abuse. A second 
forum, focused on preventing sex-
ual abuse, is in the works but no 
date has been set. 

Golf pro pleads not guilty 
to 75 sex counts

Three alleged victims, boys between 12 and 17 years old

DON ADAMS

These 10 recipients of $75,000 in Pleasanton Weekly 2013 Holiday Fund 
checks join (seated, left to right) Milton Speid of Silicon Valley Community 
Foundation, and the Pleasanton Weekly’s Jeb Bing and Gina Channell-Allen. 

See HOLIDAY FUND on Page 8
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school year.
 Hintzke and board member 
Valerie Arkin voted against taking 
the action, which appears to put 
Vranesh’s situation in limbo. He 
is not being terminated, although 
according to Vranesh’s attorney, the 
district sought to negotiate a finan-
cial settlement in exchange for his 
resignation, which he refused. 
 Vranesh was placed on adminis-
trative leave Oct. 25 in a dispute that 
he claims stems from complaints he 
made to district administrators about 
health and safety issues at Walnut 
Grove. However, the district alleges 
that Vranesh created a hostile work 
environment at the school through 
the “use of derogatory language in 
reference to women,” according to a 
statement of findings issued by the 
district on Nov. 20.
 Arkin said her vote against Vranesh’s 
release was consistent with her prior 
vote, in December, when she op-
posed a closed-door decision to seek 
a new principal at Walnut Grove.
 Board members Jeff Bowser, Chris 

Grant and Joan Laursen voted in 
favor of Vranesh’s release from his 
administrative position. None of 
them would comment about their 
decision.
 Vranesh will continue in his job 
as itinerant principal until the end 
of the school year, but will then be 
“reassigned to a non-administrative 
position in accordance with your 
statutory seniority,” according to 
a letter sent to Vranesh by the 
district. Vranesh spoke before the 
board Tuesday night in open ses-
sion for the first time since the 
dispute erupted last fall. 
 He said he’d received a letter 
from Bill Faraghan, assistant su-
perintendent of human resources, 
advising him of the inclusion of the 
item on the Feb. 25 meeting agen-
da and that “the district was willing 
to accept a letter of resignation any 
time prior to the meeting.”
 “I advised the district yesterday 
that I would not resign,” Vranesh 
told the board Tuesday night.
 Vranesh also said he requested 
that the board’s discussion about this 
position be held in open session as 
opposed to closed session, which he 

said is allowed under California Edu-
cation Code if requested 24 hours or 
more in advance. The board, how-
ever, chose to vote in closed session.
 A Feb. 24 letter from Vranesh’s 
attorney, H. Paul Kondrick, to the 
district’s attorney, Kim Kingsley 
Bogard of Kingsley Bogard LLP in 
Folsom, notes that Kondrick had 
specifically asked for a public ses-
sion the week of Feb. 17.
 “Based on my communications 
with the District, including Dr. 
Faraghan (assistant superintendent 
of human resources), Luz Cazares 
(deputy superintendent) and your 
law office, I fully expect that the 
Board will not afford Jon Vranesh 
this good faith, due process oppor-
tunity to be heard on these impor-
tant matters,” Kondrick says in his 
letter to Kingsley Bogard.
 District officials were not available 
by press time to respond to Kon-
drick’s and Vranesh’s claim they had 
asked to be heard in open session. 
 Vranesh said that, to date, no 
formal charge or complaint has 
been made and that he was told by 
Bogard that he was “not entitled” to 
a discussion about his release.  
 He also said he had been asked 
“how much money I wanted to get 
my release from the district.”
 Kondrick, in his Feb. 24 letter to 
Bogard, referenced this by writing 
he been asked, “point blank ‘how 
much’ Jon Vranesh would like to be 
paid by the District to resign or quit 
his employment.”
 Beyond that, Vranesh said, as 
itinerant principal — the post he 
was appointed to in January — he’s 
been assigned to do menial tasks.
 “It seems pretty clear that my 
doing data entry is a poor use of 
scarce funds,” Vranesh said, adding 
that he is receiving about $125,000 
a year to do that work.
 Several supporters of the ousted 
principal criticized the closed-door 
decision.
 “I’m here to convey my utter dis-
gust,” supporter Chris Jacob said, 
later calling for Superintendent 
Parvin Ahmadi to resign.”It’s time 
for some of you to step down and 
go, and you are the captain of the 
ship … I think you should go.” 

— Reporter Glenn Wohltmann  
contributed to this story.

NEWSFRONT

Find out how UNCLE can help make your dream 

of home ownership come true!

For your personal mortgage 

consultation, contact:

Kim Heath 

Mortgage Consultant NMLS #358877 
Mobile: 925.667.6437 
kheath@unclecu.org

Now is a perfect time to apply for a 5/1 ARM because rates are on the 
rise. UNCLE’s 5/1 adjustable-rate mortgage (ARM) offers the stability of 
a fixed rate for 5 years and one of the lowest initial rates available — plus 
the option where we pay the closing costs, up to 1% of the loan balance. 

Take advantage of these benefits with the 5/1 ARM: 

Loan amount up to $1.5 million 

Fast, easy, online application 

Greater flexibility as a local lender 

Personal one-on-one service 

To see current rates, go to 
www.unclecu.org/mortgages

*Closing cost rebate up to 1% of loan balance. Restrictions apply. The 5/1 ARM 
is a variable rate loan, so your rate can increase after the initial fixed rate period 
of 5 years, based on the index.

Thinking about 

buying a home?
Thinking about 

buying a home?

Talk to the mortgage experts at  
UNCLE Credit Union!

Ask about 

No Closing 
Costs!*

our option of

Henderson said. “Pleasanton will 
be one of our first stores in the Bay 
Area.”
 CarMax also plans to erect a 45-
foot-tall pylon sign at the edge of 
I-580 with a 20-foot-wide illumi-
nated sign in the company’s gold, 
white and blue colors. Ground-lev-
el monument signs will be located 
at other parts of the site.
 Henderson said the Pleasanton 
site will be open from 9 a.m. to 9 
p.m. Monday through Saturday with 
limited hours on Sunday. The service 
areas will operate from 7:30 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Monday through Friday.

 CarMax operates differently from 
traditional car dealerships in that it 
separates its inventory area from cus-
tomer and employee parking areas. 
This is both for loss prevention con-
trol as well as operational efficiency 
and safety, Henderson explained.
 Also, CarMax does not use outdoor 
loudspeakers as sales associates carry 
pagers and cell phones for commu-
nications. In addition, the company 
does not use flags, balloons, inflatable 
mascots, painted window lettering or 
other similar marketing strategies.
 After questioning, members of 
the Planning Commission indicated 
they would likely approve CarMax’s 
application to build its car center in 
Staples Ranch when the proposal is 
formally submitted. ■

CARMAX
Continued from Page 5

COURTESY CARMAX

Rendering shows how CarMax would look to passing motorists on I-580. 

tainties, yet were faced with more 
to serve, numbers that are already 
rising in 2014.”
 Those receiving Pleasanton 
Weekly 2013 Holiday Fund checks 
at the Rotary Club event and the 
organizations they represented 
were Kitty Harvey of Axis Com-
munity Health, Linda McKeever of 
Open Heart Kitchen, Susan Hayes 
of Pleasanton Partnerships in Edu-
cation, Melanie Sadek of Valley Hu-
mane Society, and Denise Bouillerce 
of ValleyCare Health System.
 Also receiving Pleasanton Week-
ly 2013 Holiday Fund checks and 
their organizations were Victoria 
Emmons of Hope Hospice, Rebecca 
Bruner of Pleasanton Cultural Arts 
Council, Brian Gentry of REACH, 
Sandra J. Wing of Sandra J. Wing 
Healing Therapies Foundation, and 
Marlene Petersen of Senior Support 
Program of the Tri-Valley.  

HOLIDAY FUND
Continued from Page 7

PRINCIPAL
Continued from Page 5
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New rules protect 
consumers better

BY JASON ALDERMAN
 If you’re among the millions of 
U.S. residents who each year send 
tens of billions of dollars to fam-
ily, friends or foreign businesses 
overseas, here’s good news: The 
Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau recently instituted new 
rules governing international elec-
tronic money transfers to better 
protect consumers against hidden 
fees and improve dispute resolu-
tion policies.
 CFPB was given oversight of in-
ternational money transfers as part 
of the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Re-
form and Consumer Protection Act 
of 2010. Up until then, federal 
consumer protection rules did not 
apply to most “remittance transfers,” 
whose exchange rates, processing 
fees and taxes often vary widely and 
can be hard to decipher.
 Here’s an overview of the new 
remittance transfer rules:
 In general, most foreign money 
transfers for more than $15 sent 
by money transmitters (such as 
Western Union and MoneyGram), 
banks, credit unions and other 
financial services companies that 
consistently send more than 100 
international money transfers an-
nually are covered.
 These institutions now must 
fully disclose their fees, taxes and 
foreign currency exchange rates 
so consumers will have a clearer 
picture of the true cost of transac-
tions and be able to more easily 
comparison-shop. Also, once a 
transaction concludes, the com-
pany now must provide a receipt 
that repeats this same information, 
as well as shows the date when the 
money will arrive and directions 
for reporting any problems with 
the transfer.
 The new regulations include sev-
eral additional protections:

utes (and sometimes longer) to 
cancel a transfer after they’ve paid 
– in which case, they’re entitled 
to a full refund. (However, if the 
recipient has already picked up the 
funds or had them deposited into 

have passed, the refund guarantee 
is voided.)

vance, you can cancel it up to three 
business days before the transmis-
sion and receive a full refund.

any errors they later uncover. By 
law, the company must investigate 
such reports within 90 days. For 
certain errors (e.g., if the money 
never arrived), you can ask for 
a full refund or have the money 
resent.
 While the new regulations are 
certainly welcome, they don’t go far 
enough when it comes to helping 
customers compare the net costs of 
making money transfers at different 
vendors. You’ll still need to careful-

ly weigh each company’s exchange 
rate (which fluctuates frequently) 
and fees (which vary depending 
on how much you’re sending, how 
quickly you want the money to ar-
rive and the fund-
ing method) to 
determine which 
one provides the 
best value – the 
so-called “effec-
tive exchange 
rate.”
 One company 
may have a more 
favorable ex-
change rate than 
another but charge higher fees. 
Depending on how much money 
you’re trying to transfer and by 
what method, however, the bal-
ance could shift over which trans-
action is more cost-effective.

 To calculate various effective 
exchange rates, add the amount 
you’re sending (in U.S. dollars) 
plus all fees and then divide that 
into the amount of foreign curren-
cy to be delivered. The company 
with the highest result provides 
the best value.
 If you don’t trust your math 
skills, Viamericas has a handy 
comparison tool that lets you plug 
in fees and exchange rates for up 
to three additional vendors and 
it will calculate their effective ex-
change rates. Visit www.viameri-
cas.com and use the tool’s manual 
comparison option to allow for 
more choices.
 For more information on the 
new remittance transfer rule, visit 
www.cfpb.gov.
 Jason Alderman directs Visa’s 
financial education programs. 

Business News

Palo Alto Medical 
Foundation

LOCATION:

Dublin Center

4050 Dublin Boulevard

Dublin, CA 94538

(925) 875-6546

pamf.org/obgyn-dublin

BRINGING YOU THE BEST AND THE BRIGHTEST

NICOLE A. 

JEFFREY-STARR, M.D.

MICHELLE OLIVEIRA, M.D. NANCY N. 

PHAM-THOMAS, M.D., FACOG

LAURA Y. AHN, MSN, WHNP MEGAN BEATTY, M.D. KAREN A. CARLSON, M.D. SUZETTE HAN, N.P., 

MSN, FNP

The Palo Alto Medical Foundation is proud to introduce our team of expert and compassionate 

obstetrics and gynecology providers.

To learn more, visit pamf.org and go to the Find a Doctor tab or call (888) 398-5677.

Foreign money transfers just got safer

Jason Alderman

Shauntrell lost weight on our 
program and you can too!

After

Before

MEMBER of BRILLIANT 
DISTINCTION PROGRAM

NORCAL Medical
Weight Loss

& Aesthetic Center

Lose weight...and keep it off!

FREE CONSULTATION

Also Offering 
Botox®
$10/Unit

Svetlana Burkhead, MD
925-846-5614

Unretouched clinical 
photo taken while 

frowning before and 
14 days after treatment 
with Botox® Cosmetic
Individual results may vary.

BODY CONTOUR LASER MACHINES

Pleasanton
374 St. Mary St.
(Next to Fernandos Restaurant)
925 846-5614

San Ramon  -  925 837-6400
Walnut Creek - 925-935-4863
(Re-Opening Soon)
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Community Pulse
Scam nets $34,000

 A resident of the 2700 block of Vista Diablo 
Court lost $34,000 in a common scam, according 
to Pleasanton police reports.
 The victim fell prey to the grandparent scam, 
in which a caller claiming to be a relative asks for 
money. Typically, the con man asks the victim to 
guess who he is, and uses that name to get cash by 
claiming to be in trouble in a foreign country and 
asking the victim not to tell his parents.
 In this case, reported at about 11:56 a.m. Feb. 
24, the caller pretended to be the victim’s grandson 
in Vancouver, Canada. The victim sent two wires, 
according to the police report, which said the funds 
actually went to Mexico.
 In other police reports:

was arrested at about 9:10 p.m. Feb. 21 at Motel 6 in 
the 5100 block of Hopyard Road on a misdemeanor 

into custody after police contacted her outside the 

prostitution, according to police, who said her ad 

was ruled a suicide, according to the Alameda 

being released about the incident, reported at about 
2:03 p.m. Feb. 21.

Avenue, was also cited for a vehicle code violation.

len from a home in the 5600 block of Owens Drive 
between 9:15 a.m. and 5:15 p.m. Feb. 19. A $2,000 
gold chain, an $850 gold wedding ring and a $100 
watch were among the items taken in the theft. It’s 
unknown how entry was made.

ported at about 2:48 p.m. Feb. 22 that a fraudulent 
account had been opened in his name and that 

rested at about 7:36 p.m. Feb. 18 in the 1400 block of 

ing worth $578.50 from Macy’s Men’s, along with a 
misdemeanor count of possession of burglary tools.

between 8:30 a.m. and 10:50 p.m. Feb. 20. There 
was no sign of forced entry.

reported receiving a fake $100 bill in an incident 
reported at about 8:51 p.m. Feb. 21.

around 3:59 a.m. Feb. 24 at Denny’s in the 6400 block 
of Owens Drive on misdemeanor counts of interfering 
with a business and providing fake ID to police.

reported several applications had been made for 

against her account.

cent until convicted.

POLICE BULLETIN

POLICE REPORT
The Pleasanton Police Department 
made the following information 
available.

Feb. 18
Shoplifting

■ 11:36 a.m. in the 2300 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

■ 6:48 p.m. in the 1400 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

Auto burglary

■ 8:59 a.m. in the 4000 block of Cid 
Way

■ 6:13 p.m. in the 1000 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

Graffiti

■ 9:35 a.m. at the intersection of 
Bernal and Vineyard avenues

■ 4:22 p.m. in the 4900 block of 
Dolores Drive

Drug violations

■ 10:06 p.m. in the 6800 block of 
Santa Rita Road; possession of meth-
amphetamine, paraphernalia

Feb. 19
Theft

■ 10:43 a.m. in the 4500 block of 
Hopyard Road; theft from structure

■ 1:54 p.m. in the 300 block of Rose 
Avenue; fraud

■ 3:53 p.m. in the 5500 block of W. Las 
Positas Boulevard; auto theft

■ 6:24 p.m. at the intersection of del 
Sol Avenue and Mirador Drive

Auto burglary

■ 4:46 p.m. at the intersection of 
Stoneridge Drive and El Charro Road

Graffiti

■ 11:01 a.m. at the intersection of 
Corte de Flores and Paseo Santa Cruz

Feb. 20
Child abuse

■ 2:27 p.m. in the 6400 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road

Residential burglary

■ 10:49 p.m. in the 500 block of Main 
Street

Vehicle tampering

■ 7:56 a.m. in the 2100 block of 
Goldcrest Circle

Drug/alcohol violations

■ 8:43 a.m. near the intersection of 
Bernal Avenue and Interstate 680; 
DUI

■ 9:42 a.m. in the 4300 block of 
Foothill Road; public intoxication, 
drugs

Feb. 21
Sex offense

■ 9:10 p.m. in the 5100 block of 
Hopyard Road

Theft

■ 11:10 a.m. in the 6300 block of 
Paseo Santa Cruz; bicycle theft

■ 5:34 p.m. in the 7200 block of 
Johnson Drive; auto theft

■ 6:45 p.m. in the 1000 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; auto theft

■ 8:51 p.m. in the 6700 block of Bernal 
Avenue; fraud

Auto burglary

■ 9:02 a.m. in the 6500 block of 
Lansing Court

■ 12:36 p.m. in the 7600 block of 
Stoneridge Drive

Assault/battery

■ 5:05 p.m. in the 4900 block of 
Drywood Street

Graffiti

■ 2:24 p.m. at Sterling Greens Circle

Drug/alcohol violations

■ 9:50 p.m. in the 600 block of 
Windmill Lane; possession of meth-
amphetamine for sale, drug parapher-
nalia and short-barreled shotgun

Feb. 22
Theft

■ 2:48 p.m. in the 6600 block of Amber 
Lane; fraud

■ 4:27 p.m. in the 1300 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; shoplifting

Residential burglary

■ 4:05 p.m. in the 5600 block of Owens 
Drive

Auto burglary

■ 4:11 p.m. in the 6100 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

DUI violations

■ 2:09 a.m. in the 700 block of Main 
Street

■ 9:15 p.m. at the intersection of 
Owens and Hacienda drives

Feb. 23
Drug/alcohol violations

■ 2:10 a.m. in the 5200 block of 
Hopyard Road; DUI

■ 10:11 p.m. in the 300 block of St. 
Mary Street; possession of metham-
phetamine, paraphernalia

Feb. 24
Theft

■ 11:56 a.m. in the 2700 block of Vista 
Diablo Court; fraud

■ 3:02 p.m. in the 1400 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; shoplifting

■ 9:57 p.m. in the 4100 block of 
Cristobal Way; fraud

Prowling

■ 3:59 a.m. in the 6400 block of Owens 
Drive

Vandalism

■ 11:00 a.m. in the 3200 block of 
Lagoon Road; graffiti

■ 3:37 p.m. in the 5700 block of W. Las 
Positas Boulevard

■ 5:03 p.m. in the 7800 block of 
Medinah Court

City Council
Tuesday, March 4, 2014 at 7:00 p.m.
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue
• Continued from February 18, 2014 Public Hearing:  P13-2028, 

Anil and Divya Reddy – Consider an Appeal of a Planning 
Commission decision regarding a Design Review approval 
to evaluate the conformance of an existing single family 
residence located at 3737 West Ruby Hill Drive in the Ruby Hill 
Development to the Ruby Hill Architectural Design Guidelines

• Review of the Regional Housing Need Allocation Numbers 
(RHNA) and the City’s ability to accommodate its share of the 
regional housing need 

Civic Arts Commission
Monday, March 3, 2014 at 7:00 p.m.
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue
• Recommendation to Allocate Community Grant Funds for 

Fiscal Year 2014/2015

Human Services Commission
Wednesday, March 5, 2014 at 4:00 p.m.
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

• Recommendation to Allocate Housing and Human Services 
Grant (HHSG) Funds for Fiscal Year 2014/15t

**************************************************************************

Commission Vacancies Recruitment
The City Council is accepting applications for  

the following Commission Vacancies:

Housing Commission
Economic Vitality Committee  

1 Member from each of the following categories:  
Green Economy/Environmental Industry 

Medical Technology Residential Real Estate Developer

Applications are available at the City Clerk’s Office, 123 Main 
Street, or on the City’s website at http://www.cityofpleasantonca.
gov/pdf/CommissionApplication2.pdf. For additional information,

Contact the Office of the City Clerk at (925) 931-5027.

The above represents a sampling of upcoming meeting items. 
For complete information, please visit  

www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/community/calendar

WEEKLY MEETING NOTICES

Support Local Business

The online 

guide to 

Pleasanton  

businesses
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 To meet the increasing num-
bers of needy families — yes, in 
Pleasanton — the city’s Human 
Resources Commission this week 
adopted new tactics on how it 
can best use the $1 million in 
tax money it allocates each year 
to help our community. 
 In its “Needs Assessment” 
strategic plan for 2014-16, the 
commission notes that some of 
the organizations that benefit 
from the annual allotment may 
not provide the services most 
urgently needed by some in 
Pleasanton, including people 
who live below the poverty 
line, single mothers with chil-
dren to support, the unem-
ployed and those lacking basic 
health care benefits.
 A survey showed, for in-
stance, that of those who re-
sponded, 30% have no access 
to dental care nor do any of 
the organizations currently re-
ceiving tax dollars provide it. 
Another 21% said they don’t 
have primary health care, and 
12% said they lack child care 
resources, food and nutrition 
help, and specialty health care, 
such as orthopedics.
 The commission’s assessment 
of public needs started in 2011 
in a joint effort with Alameda 
County and the Tri-Valley cities 
of Pleasanton, Livermore and 
Dublin. Recognizing that the 
bulk of our countywide tax dol-
lars go over the hills to Oakland 
and Bay-side cities, the group 
focused on needs in the Tri-
Valley, which tend to differ. 
 While there are a few home-
less here, it’s much less of a 
problem than, say, families who 
have lost their homes due to 
foreclosure, abused women who 
have to seek temporary shelter 
with their children at Tri-Valley 
Haven, or families whose pri-
mary breadwinner loses a job 
— and the health insurance 
that went with it — and now 
are dependent on Axis Com-
munity Health and Open Heart 
Kitchen. A number of these 
people also lack transportation 
to Berkeley and Oakland, even 
Hayward, where more services 
and facilities are available to 
serve the needy.

 The Human Services Com-
mission’s new strategic plan will 
focus on this needs assessment 
as it realigns the procedures it 
follows to choose which organi-
zations to include in its annual 
disbursements. 
 This year, the commission 
received 27 applications from 
nonprofits, including Axis 
Community Health, Spectrum 
Food Services and the Tri-
Valley Food Bank. Some have 
been recipients for years and 
all do good work in their spe-
cialized areas. 
 Next year, the commission 
plans to be more thoughtful 
and perhaps more efficient in 
how it allocates its resources, 
and not just rely on historical 
trends. Because one group has 
asked for and received alloca-
tions every year no longer will 
be the qualifier on how tax 
money is allocated.
 We applaud the commission 
for the long hours it has spent 
developing the voluminous and 
detailed “Human Services Needs 
Assessment,” which is now in 
the form of a bound booklet 
available at City Hall. 
 Its work, in conjunction with 
a local consulting firm special-
izing in strategic planning and 
evaluation for local government 
and nonprofit entities, address-
es the significant and increas-
ing disparity between a growing 
need for human services and a 
generally stagnating supply of 
services available.
 The commission makes rec-
ommendations to the City 
Council on the human ser-
vices needs of the community 
and methods of fulfilling these 
needs, with particular empha-
sis given on the needs of the 
socially and economically dis-
advantaged, the elderly and 
the youth of Pleasanton. Its 
members are chairwoman Joyce 
Berger, Varsha Clare, Prashant 
Jhanwar, David Nagler, Brock 
Roby, Theresa Rowland, Rosi-
land Wright, Susan Hayes and 
Alison Boswell.
 It meets at 7 p.m. the first 
Wednesday of each month in 
the City Council Chambers, 
200 Old Bernal Ave.  
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New tactics will serve 
Pleasanton’s needy better

LOCALLY OWNED 

AND OPERATED SINCE 1891

for a free consultation 

or in-home visit call

Burial & Cremation

Celebration of Life 

Services

Reception Facilities

925.846.5624

to view our facilities visit:

www.grahamhitch.com

FD#429
4167 First Street, 

Pleasanton

Deanna Moser

FD #429

Advance Planning 

Made Easy

For more information about these camps, see our online directory 
of camps at PleasantonWeekly.com/Camps. To advertise in a weekly 

directory, call (925) 600-0840  or email sales@pleasantonweekly.com.

East Bay SPCA 
Summer Animal Camp

4651 Gleason Drive 

Dublin, CA 94568 

(925) 230-1302

www.eastbayspca.org/camp

East Bay SPCA Summer Animal Camp 

(for kids entering grades 1-8) is a 

funfilled learning adventure complete 

with daily animal interactions! Kids 

learn about kindness and compassion, 

as well as basic animal care. Your child 

will be sure to make new friends, play 

with animals, and have a great time! We 

offer full day or half day camps from 

June through August at our Dublin 

AdoptionCenter. Visit www.eastbayspca.

org/camp for details.

enGAGE! 
Summer Enrichment Camp 
at Harvest Park Middle 
School 
(925) 577-6981

www.engagethegifted.org

info@engagethegifted.org

enGAGE! Summer Enrichment Camp 

inspires kids to stretch themselves 

beyond grade-level standards and use 

higher order thinking skills to become 

creative problem solvers. enGAGE! 

students thrive with the time and 

encouragement to deeply investigate 

topics of interest and learn to ask 

questions that will lead to a lifetime 

of discovery. Two-week or four-week 

options for incoming 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th 

& 8th graders. Courses include Creative 

Writing Through Creative Reading, Brain 

Fitness Through Art, Creative Problem 

Solving, Music Production, Digital Art 

& Animation and LEGO NXT Robotics. 

Session 1 is June 23, 24, 25, 26, 30, July 

1, 2 & 3. Session 2 is July 7, 8, 9, 10, 

14, 15, 16 & 17.

Fashion Design & Sewing 
Camp @ KIDZ KRAFTZ!

7690 Quail Creek Cir., 
Dublin, CA 94568 
(925) 271-0015

www.KidzKraftz.com

Focus on sewing stylish, wearable 
clothing, accessories, craft and jewelry 
projects, while introducing children 
to fashion design concepts, sewing 
techniques, basic pattern manipulation 
and fashion illustration. Sewing 
machines and notions provided. FREE 
fabric for first day of the camp. Pizza 
Party on last day of the camp. Early Bird 
Registration Special, as well as many 
discount options available.

Roughing It Day Camp

1010 Oakhill Road 
Lafayette, CA 94549 
(925) 283 3795

www.roughingit.com

Roughing It is an all-outdoor summer 
day camp for campers age 4-16. 
Activities include instruction in 
Horseback Riding, swimming, fishing, 
boating, outdoor living skills, and more! 
1, 2, 4, and 8-week sessions available 
from June 23 - August 22, with days 
running 9am - 3pm. Free extended care 
available. Free transportation from 36 
Tri Valley, East Bay, Contra Costa, and 
SF locations. Helping children grow in 
wonderful ways since 1972!

Write Now! 
Summer Writing Camps

Website: www.headsup.org

Telephone: Emerson (650) 424-1267 
and Hacienda (925) 485-5750

Emerson School of Palo Alto and 
Hacienda School of Pleasanton open 
their doors and offer their innovative 
programs: ExpositoryWriting, Creative 
Writing, Presentation Techniques, and 
(new!) Test-Taking Skills. Call or visit 
www.headsup.org for details.

Summer 2014

F U N  S T U F F  F O R  K I D S  O V E R  T H E  S U M M E R

Camp Connec tion

 The Pleasanton Weekly en-
courages comments on our 
coverage or issues of local in-
terest.
 Submit letters to the editor 
of up to 250 words and guest 
opinion pieces up to 500 
words with a short bio to edi-
tor@PleasantonWeekly.com. 
Include your name, address 
and daytime phone number so 
we can reach you. We reserve 
the right to edit contributions 
for length, objectionable con-
tent, libel and factual errors 
known to us. Anonymous let-
ters will generally not be ac-
cepted.
 Submitting a letter to the 
editor or guest opinion consti-
tutes a granting of permission 
to the Pleasanton Weekly and 
Embarcadero Media to also 
publish it online, including in 
our online archives and as a 
post on Town Square.
 For more information con-
tact Editor Jeb Bing at (925) 
600-0840.

YOUR TURN
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“Poppies,” by W. Stanley Proctor, outside the Veterans Memorial Building 
on Main Street was the first piece of public art brought to Pleasanton by 
Gary and Nancy Harrington. It was installed in 2007.

Installed in 2010, “Spiral Motion III,” by Jon Seeman, is located behind the 
Firehouse Arts Center.

Above: “Ryan’s Bench,” by 
Dmitry Grudski, is located at 
Val Vista Community Park, 
7350 Johnson Drive. It was 
installed in 2005.

COVER STORY

“The Yak,” is one of two pieces by Joseph Anthony McDonnell 
near the Senior Center at Centennial Park, 5353 Sunol Blvd. It was 
installed in 1981. That same year, “Sing a Song of Sixpence,” also 
by McDonnell was placed there.

“Dancers,” by Greg 
Hawthorne, is behind 
the Firehouse Arts 
Center. It was in-
stalled in 2011 and is 
one of several pieces 
in the immediate 
area.

STORY BY GLENN WOHLTMANN  |  PHOTOS BY MIKE SEDLAK

Art is in abundance in Pleasanton, from the Harrington 
Art Gallery in the Firehouse Arts Center – a work of art 
itself – to literally dozens of public and private pieces 

openly displayed across the city.
   Although public art in Pleasanton has been a fixture as far 
back as 1981, much of the public art is thanks to Gary and 
Nancy Harrington, who found and pur-
chased their first piece for the city, “Pop-
pies,” in 2005.
   It took more than nine months of meet-
ings to make it happen, but “Poppies” was 
installed in front of the Veterans Memo-
rial Building on Main Street and unveiled 
on Veterans Day 2007.
   Since then, the Harringtons have been 
instrumental in bringing art to public 
places in Pleasanton with a program 
called HAPPY (Harrington Art Partner-
ship Piece for You), which raises money 
for public art and coordinates with the 
city to find locations for pieces.
   Gary Harrington is happy with the 
cooperation he’s found from Pleasanton 
city leaders.
   “I’m proud of our little city,” he said, 
adding, “I’m sure there’s more we could 
do. It just takes time.”
   The Harringtons also lead monthly art 
walks on second Saturdays in spring and 
fall. Those walks will begin on March 
15 and run through June, then pick up 
again from September through December. 
They leave from City Hall, 123 Main St. 
at 8:30 a.m.
   The city has a thriving community of 
artists as well. The Pleasanton Art League 
was founded in 1969, and the works of 
founding member Charlotte Severin can 
be found across the city, at the Pleasanton 

School District Administrative Offices, in City Manager Nelson 
Fialho’s office, at the Firehouse Arts Center and even here at the 

Pleasanton Weekly office.
   Severin was also among the artists who worked on and helped 

restore the mural “Pleasanton 100 Years Ago,” located at 397 
Ray St. 

Public and private art 
is everywhere in Pleasanton

“St. Elizabeth Seton,” 
outside the Catholic 
church that bears her 
name at 4001 Ston-
eridge Drive. Artwork 
by Heloise Crasta, 
completed in 1999. 

“Garden Calla 
Lilies,” a water-
color by Charlotte 
Severin, is one of 
several pieces at 
the Pleasanton 
School District 
Administrative 
Offices, 4665 
Bernal Ave.
PHOTO BY

GLENN

WOHLTMANN.

“Old Town,” by Ron Norman and Bill Weber, 285 Rose Ave. installed in 2010 is one of several murals in 
downtown Pleasanton.
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Feb. 28

 ■   Boys Lacrosse: 7:15 p.m., 
Amador vs. Lincoln, home.

 ■   Boys Lacrosse: 7 p.m., Foothill 
vs. Las Lomas, home

 ■   Baseball: 3:30 p.m., Foothill vs. 
Freedom, away 

March 1

 ■   Baseball: 12 p.m., Amador vs. 
Acalanes, home.

 ■  Girls Lacrosse: 11:30 a.m., 
Foothill vs. California, home

 ■   Amador/Foothill Track and 
Field: 8 a.m., Dan Gabor Sprint 
& Distance Festival

March 4

 ■  Baseball: 3:30 p.m., Amador vs. 
Deer Valley, home

 ■  Boys Lacrosse: 7 p.m., Amador 
vs. Las Lomas, away

 ■  Girls Lacrosse: 7 p.m., Amador 
vs. Acalanes, home

 ■  Boys Lacrosse: 7 p.m., Foothill 
vs. Novato, home

 ■  Softball: 3:30 p.m., Foothill vs. 
Newark Memorial, home

March 5

 ■  Boys Golf: 3 p.m., Amador vs. 
Foothill

 ■  Softball: 3:30 p.m., Foothill vs. 
Logan, home

 ■  Baseball: 3:30 p.m., Foothill vs. 
Dougherty Valley, home

March 6

 ■  Baseball: 3:30 p.m., Amador vs. 
Liberty, away

 ■  Boys Golf: 3:15 p.m., Amador 
vs. San Ramon Valley

 ■  Boys Tennis: 3:30 p.m., Amador 
vs. Heritage, away

 ■  Softball: 4 p.m., Foothill vs. 
Mira Loma, home

 ■  Boys Tennis: 4 p.m., Foothill vs. 
Castro Valley, home

March 7

 ■  Girls Lacrosse: 5:30 p.m., 
Amador vs. Coppell, away

 ■  Girls Lacrosse: 7 p.m., Foothill 
vs. San Ramon Valley, home

March 8
 ■  Baseball: 12 p.m., Amador vs. 

Dougherty Valley, away

 ■  Boys Lacrosse: 2 p.m., Amador 
vs. Serra, away

 ■  Amador/Foothill Track 
and Field: 8 a.m., East Bay 
Invitational

March 11
 ■  Baseball: 3:30 p.m., Amador vs. 

James Logan, away

 ■  Boys Golf: 3 p.m., Amador vs. 
San Ramon Valley

 ■  Boys Lacrosse: 7 p.m., Amador 
vs. Bellarmine, home

 ■  Girls Lacrosse: 7 p.m., Foothill 
vs. Granite Bay, home

 ■  Softball: 3:30 p.m., Foothill vs. 
Arroyo, away

March 12
 ■  Boys Golf: 3:15 p.m., Amador 

vs. Monte Vista

 ■  Baseball: 3:30 p.m., Foothill vs. 
Heritage, home

 ■  Diving: 4 p.m., Amador vs. San 
Ramon Valley/Monte Vista, 
away

March 13
 ■  Baseball: 7 p.m., Amador vs. 

Galena, away

 ■  Boys Golf: 3:15 p.m., Amador 
vs. Livermore

 ■  Boys Tennis: 3:30 p.m., Amador 
vs. San Ramon Valley, away

 ■  Boys Volleyball: 6 p.m., Amador 
vs. Washington, home

 ■  Softball: 3:30 p.m., Foothill vs. 
Dougherty Valley, home

 ■  Boys Tennis: 4 p.m., Foothill vs. 
California, away

 ■  Foothill Track and Field: 4 p.m., 
Monte Vista Dual (EBAL)

 ■  Amador Track and Field: 3:30 
p.m., De La Salle/Carondelet

 ■  Swimming: 4 p.m., Amador vs. 
Monte Vista, home

March 14
 ■  Boys Lacrosse: 7 p.m., Foothill 

vs. Los Altos, home

 ■  Girls Lacrosse: 7 p.m., Foothill 
vs. St. Francis, away

PREP LINE-UP

Sports

COURTESY SEAHAWKS

Meet the all-stars
The Pleasanton Seahawks swimmers from all age groups proved to be champions at the Zone 2 Championship 
Meet held in Moraga in late January, where many swimmers achieved their best times. Fourteen Seahawks quali-
fied for the Alameda-Contra Costa counties All-Star Zone 2 Team, which will compete in the all-star meet this 
weekend in Burlingame. All-stars are (back row, l-r) Emily Claridge, Nawoo Kim, Nick Wonosaputra, Caroline 
Eckel, Calvin David, Kyle Kenny, Amber Fornoles, (front) Paige Bennett, Jordan Lee, Jaewoo Kim, Olivia Kim, 
Bryson Huey, Alex LeCoque and Dominic Wonosaputra. Not pictured: Daniella Hawkins and Maximillian Cory.

There was a standing room only 
crowd at Dublin Iceland on Feb. 
8 as several hundred students and 
parents from Foothill and Ama-
dor Valley high schools packed the 
building for some Saturday night 
ice hockey.

For the very first time, the Ama-
dor-Foothill rivalry took to the ice, 
with a team comprised entirely of 
Amador students battling a team 
from Foothill. Despite what turned 
out to be a one-sided victory for 
the team in purple, it was a spe-
cial evening for everyone involved. 
Amador won 10-0

Hockey players have a passion 
for the game they love, and since 
practices and games all take place 
outside of Pleasanton, many of these 
players’ friends and classmates have 
never been able to see them play. 
To be on the ice and look up at a 
packed house of friends and class-
mates wearing school colors and 
chanting, “We are A.V.” or “We are 
Foothill” was an incredible experi-
ence for these teens, not to mention 
a fun Saturday night for the fans.

The two squads were formed 
through the Tri-Valley Minor Hock-
ey Association’s Pure High School 
division, where teams made up 
of kids who all attend the same 
high school compete in a 10-game 
season and playoffs to win the 
Tri-Valley Cup, which has been 
awarded for the last few years.

The players are all registered 
with USA Hockey. Aside from the 
two Pleasanton schools, there were 

also teams from Cal High, Dublin 
High, Monte Vista, San Ramon 
Valley, Dougherty Valley and De 
La Salle. This year’s championship 
game, between Cal High and Dub-
lin, will be held in Dublin today at 
10:15 p.m.
 While hockey is not an official 
high school sport here in Pleasan-
ton, the game is getting more and 
more support throughout the Bay 
Area and the state. De La Salle be-
came the first team in the East Bay 
to formally recognize its hockey 
team, as have several schools in the 
South Bay and Southern California.
 On-campus hockey clubs have 
been formed in the past few years 
at several Tri-Valley schools, in-
cluding Cal High, Dublin High 

and Monte Vista. The clubs give 
students who have an interest in 
hockey a venue to share their inter-
est while also performing philan-
thropic and fundraising activities 
for their campus and community.
 Both Amador and Foothill have 
recently formed hockey clubs that 
hope will grow along the same path 
as these other schools. Informa-
tion about these clubs is available 
through both schools’ activities of-
fices and websites.
 It may still take some time before 
the Amador-Foothill hockey game 
is as big a public event as football, 
basketball or any other sport, but 
based on the size and enthusiasm 
of the fans Feb. 8, things seem to 
be moving in the right direction. 

Crosstown rivalry takes to the ice
High school hockey spreads throughout Tri-Valley

BY TOM POWERS

KAREN LIAMOS/ROB CASETTI

The Amador Valley High squad gathers after the game against its crosstown 
rival, Foothill High.

BY JEREMY WALSH
 The Amador Valley High 
School Athletic Boosters Club 
seeks volunteers for next week-
end’s Special Olympics East Bay 
Regional Basketball Tournament 
in Pleasanton.
 The event is set to take place 
March 8 and 9 at Amador Valley 
High and Pleasanton and Har-
vest Park middle schools. The 
boosters are looking specifically 
for people to assist with a range 
of tasks on March 8, as March 9 
volunteer positions are almost 
all filled.
 This marks the club’s 11th 
straight year hosting the basket-

ball tournament.
 Volunteers can be adults or stu-
dents of high school age. Younger 
school children can also help, as 
long as they are accompanied by 
an adult or older sibling.
 Available positions include as-
sisting with the skills competition 
(8:30 a.m. to noon), lunch (11 
a.m. to 2 p.m.) and team escorts 
(roughly 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.).
 Interested people should 
email club representatives at av-
boosters@comcast.net and pro-
vide their name, address, phone 
number, group affiliation (if ap-
plicable), age and preferred vol-
unteer position. 

Volunteers needed for 
Special Olympics tourney
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When 11-year-old Mary Lennox, an English 
girl born and raised in India, is orphaned by 
a cholera outbreak, she returns to Yorkshire to 
live with her reclusive uncle and invalid cousin. 
At their mysterious Misselthwaite Manor, Mary’s 
personality blossoms along with the wondrous 
neglected garden.

This beloved children’s tale, “The Secret Gar-
den,” comes to life tonight through March 9 at 
the Firehouse Arts Center in 
the hands of the Pleasanton 
Civic Arts Stage Company 
in partnership with Bay Area 
Children’s Theatre.
 “It is a challenging, beauti-
ful and unique show, which 
was written with a complete 
musical score and movement 
ensemble,” said director Ra-
chel Robinson. “It has been a 
joy to watch the actors grow. 
They have developed a sense 
of physicality and focus that 
is nuanced and advanced. 
And the principal characters 
have risen to the challenge 
of speaking with dialects and memorizing long 
monologues.”
 The production has two alternating casts, with 
young actors from Pleasanton, Livermore, Dub-
lin, San Ramon, Danville and Castro Valley. Rob-
inson noted that the actors are not only engaged 
with the work but are supportive of each other. 

 “It is always a pleasure to watch their work 
on stage,” she said, “but, in this instance, it has 
also been a joy to see their off-stage interaction – 
counterparts helping each other with blocking, 
older actors showing the younger ones where 
to make an entrance, the full company sitting 
together to watch the scene that is taking place 
on stage.
 “It has been an ideal environment in which 

to work,” Robinson continued, 
“and I credit a great deal of our 
onstage success to the fact that 
we have such a positive and 
energized company.”
 “The Secret Garden” is suit-
able for all ages, with its story 
of forgiveness and renewal, in-
corporating the themes of love 
and friendship, family and par-
enting, childhood and adoles-
cence.
 The childhood classic, writ-
ten by Frances Hodgson Bur-
nett, has been adapted for TV, 
films and the stage. When the 
musical opened on Broadway 

in 1991, it won three Tony Awards, and USA 
Today called it “a splendid, intelligent musical ... 
all you can hope for in children’s theater. But the 
best surprise is that this show is the most adult 
new musical of the season.”
 “The Secret Garden” is the final show of the 
inaugural season of the new collaboration be-

tween BACT and Pleasanton’s Civic Arts Stage 
Company.
 “It has been such a pleasure to watch this season 
of Civic Arts Stage Company unfold,” said Mark 
Duncanson, who coordinates the program for the 
city. “I have been a huge fan of Bay Area Children’s 
Theatre’s educational approach to the theatrical 
process with our young performers.”
 “I have seen these young performers grow, 
and ‘growth’ is the perfect theme to close the 
season on with the wonderful story of ‘The Se-
cret Garden,’” he added. 

TriValley Life WHAT’S HAPPENING AROUND 

THE VALLEY IN MUSIC, THEATER, 

ART, MOVIES AND MORE

Civic Arts makes  

‘Secret Garden’  

bloom

Young actors 

take to the 

stage in 

‘splendid’ 

musical

Above: Caitlyn Clinton as 
Mrs. Medlock, the strict 
housekeeper of Misselthwaite 
Manor, in “The Secret 
Garden,” opening tonight at 
the Firehouse Arts Center.

Bottom left: Katherine Yeh 
as Robin, who shows Mary 
the way during the local 
production of this classic 
children’s tale.

Bottom right: Samantha 
Herlich and Mason Hekl play 
Mary and her sickly cousin, 
Colin.

COURTESY CIVIC ARTS  

STAGE COMPANY

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

Beloved tale

What: “The Secret Garden”

Who: Pleasanton Civic Arts 
Stage Company in partner-
ship with Bay Area Children’s 
Theatre

When: Feb. 28-March 9

Where: Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Ave.

Tickets: $12, $15, $18; child 
or senior: $6, $9, $12. Visit 
www.firehousearts.org or call 
931-4848.
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TRI VALLEY LIFE

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
 The Foothill Wind Symphony 
has been accepted to perform at 
the 2015 New York International 
Music Festival at Carnegie Hall 
in New York, announced Joshua 
Butterfield, director of Instru-
mental Music at Foothill High 
School. It is scheduled for April 
4-8, 2015.
 “This is a huge honor for our 
band and school,” Butterfield 
said in an email to the Foot-
hill High community. “This par-
ticular festival only accepts six 
youth groups to perform per 
year, and we are very honored 
to have earned the opportunity 
to perform at such a prestigious 
venue.”

 “Our students have worked so 
hard and we are all very proud 
of them for this accolade,” he 
added. “We plan to represent 
Foothill and our community well 
at this event.”
 The Foothill High School 
music program has a march-
ing band, color guard, two jazz 
bands, winter percussion and 
guard, wind ensemble, sym-
phonic band and concert band. 
 In the past 32 years, the 
marching band has won nearly 
1,000 sweepstakes awards and 
first-place trophies, and is the 
only band to have represented 
Northern California five times 
in the Pasadena Tournament of 
Roses parade. 

Headed for Carnegie Hall
Foothill musicians to join elite performers

Special garden appeals to all five senses

LIVERMORE AMADOR VALLEY GARDEN CLUB

Left: Members of the Livermore Amador Valley Garden Club prepare new plantings at their recent monthly work day at the Sensory Garden in Centennial Park. Center: A red-twig dogwood, which likes 
moist soil, shows off its winter form. Right: Golden California poppies are now in bloom in the raised planter at the Sensory Garden.

 A special plot in the park next to 
the Senior Center on Sunol Boule-
vard is endlessly fascinating. Here 
the Sensory Garden appeals to all 
five senses – sight, smell, touch, 
taste and sound. 
 “This garden was established 
some 20 years ago by the Liver-

more Amador Valley Garden Club,” 
explained club member and art 
patron Nancy Harrington. “The 
garden was designed to appeal to 
everyone, but it is especially laid 
out with senior citizens and people 
with disabilities in mind.”
 The flower beds are 3 1/2 feet 

high, so the plants are eye level – 
and nose level.
 “Benches are placed to encour-
age people to pause, sit and enjoy,” 
Harrington said.
 The garden club continues to 
maintain the Sensory Garden in 
Centennial Park, with support from 
the Pleasanton Parks and Recre-
ation Department. Club members 
visit the garden monthly to volun-
teer their time weeding, pruning, 
deadheading, planting, fertilizing 
and watering. 
 Club members also choose the 
plants, taking care to target those 
that are beautiful and fragrant and 
with foliage and flowers that are 
interesting in form and texture.
 “Many plants were also selected 
because they attract pollinating in-
sects and birds,” Harrington said.
 This means the garden changes 
each month and each season, she 
pointed out, keeping it interesting 
for frequent visitors.
 “Small trees, shrubs, perennials, 
annuals, herbs, ornamental grasses 
and bulbous plants are mixed to-
gether,” she noted. “In the dry 
months, the garden is watered by 

a drip irrigation system and spray 
from the sprinkler system used to 
water the adjacent lawn.”
 Over the last 20 years, garden 
club members noticed that irregu-
larities in the sprinkler system led 
to some areas getting little or no 
water during the summer while 
other areas received an excess.
 “This presented a challenge to 
the Garden Club to create a palette 
of plants, some of them thriving in 
the ‘dry’ areas while others needing 
the ‘wet’ areas,” Harrington said. 
“The summer dry areas are espe-
cially adapted to California native 
plants and other Mediterranean 
plants. The wet area is populated 
with plants that like boggy condi-
tions.”
 Most of the plants are identified 
with labels, which helps introduce 
visitors to plants that would do 
well in their gardens, even if they 
have wet or dry areas.
 The Garden Club members fre-
quently put in new plantings to re-
place older plants past their prime, 
Harrington said.
 “This keeps the Sensory Gar-
den interesting and changing,” she 

said. “Plants are closely spaced and 
planted to make best use of the 
space and allow for a succession of 
blooms.
 “For example, bulbous plants, 
such as daffodils, hyacinths, Dutch 
irises and Spanish bluebells flower 
in winter and spring. As their fo-
liage dies back, perennials such 
as daylilies, gauras, asters, salvias 
and Shasta daisies fill in the empty 
places with blooms through the 
summer,” she continued.
 “Sweet peas are planted in the 
fall in the raised beds and grow 
through the winter. In the spring, 
they bloom and cascade over the 
sides of the beds so their blooms 
are close to passersby. When the 
sweet peas fade, nasturtiums and 
other annuals are planted for sum-
mer color.”
 Now the gardens have daffodils, 
plus the Bulbinella and Califor-
nia Poppies are beginning their 
bloom.
 “Bring that picnic lunch, take 
a seat and look, smell and touch 
the plants,” Harrington said. “It’s 
delightful.”

— Dolores Fox Ciardelli

Since the Winter Family opened

our first office nearly 20 years ago, 

HIRED HANDS HOMECARE 
has built a sterling reputation for 

trustworthy and compassionate caregiving. 

We now look forward to sharing our expertise and 

passion for service with the Tri Valley community.

Downtown Pleasanton:

240 Spring Street, Suite B 

(lower level)

The North Bay’s most trusted Homecare 
company is now open in the Tri Valley!

9 2 5 - 6 2 1 - 7 6 5 0
HIREDHANDSHOMECARE.COM

Call today for a complimentary 
Care Consultation. Also serving Marin, 
Sonoma, Napa and Solano Counties.

Visit Centennial Park 
for a special sensory treat

Today’s news, 

sports 

& hot picks

Sign up today at 

PleasantonOnline.com

Fresh news 

delivered 

daily
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Clubs
LIONESS CLUB The Livermore 
Lioness Club welcomes new mem-
bers at its regular monthly meeting 
on the first Tuesday of each month, 
at 6:30 p.m. A $2 to $5 donation 
is requested. Participating in the 
many activities of the group is a 
great way to meet local people. 
Lioness is a service club which 
helps many worthy causes in our 
community. Call 443-4543. 

PLEASANTON NEWCOMERS CLUB 
This club is a great way for new 
and established residents to make 
new friends. It meets for cof-
fee on the first Wednesday of 
every month and for lunch on 
the second Wednesday of every 
month. The group has activities 
like hiking, walking, Bunco and 
more. Visit www.pleasanton-
newcomers.com. Contact Info@
PleasantonNewcomers.com or 215-
8405. 

Concerts
VITA VOCI Madrigals, mostly. 
Mayhem? Maybe... Vita Voci pres-
ent a cappella works from the 
Renaissance and early Baroque up 
to the 20th century, with a well-
balanced tone and a touch of dry 
wit. The program will be approxi-
mately one hour on Sunday, March 
2 at St. Clare’s Episcopal Church. 
All are welcome. Free will offering. 
Reception will follow. Call (415) 
722-0488 or go to http://www.
stclarespleasanton.org/. 

Events
FRIENDS OF THE DUBLIN LIBRARY 
SPRING USED BOOK SALE Come to 
the Spring Used Book Sale, from 
6-8:30 p.m. on Friday, March 7; 10 
a.m.-4:30 p.m. on Saturday, March 
8; and 1-4 p.m. on Sunday, March 
9 at the Dublin Library, 200 Civic 
Plaza, Dublin. Friday is members 
only night; memberships available 
at 5:30 p.m. Sunday features the 
Bag Day special! Call 828-1315 for 
more information. 

PLEASANTON GEM FAIRE Come see 
fine jewelry, precious and semi-
precious gemstones, millions of 
beads, crystals, silver, rocks, miner-
als and much more at manufactur-
erís prices. Over 70 exhibitors from 
around the world will be on site, 
from noon-6 p.m. on Friday, March 
7; 10 a.m.-6 p.m. on Saturday, 
March 8; and 10 a.m.-5 p.m. on 
Sunday, March 9 at the Alameda 
County Fairgrounds. Admission is 
$7 for weekend pass. Go to http://
www.gemfaire.com.  

QUARRY LANE SCHOOL OPEN 
HOUSE The Quarry Lane School 
invites you to their Open House for 
Jr. K-12 from 1-4 p.m. on Sunday, 
March 2 at their Dublin campus, 
6363 Tassajara Road; and for 
preschool from 3-5 p.m. at their 
preschool campuses in Pleasanton, 
3750 Boulder St. and 4444 Black 
Ave. For more information, call 
829-8000 or visit www.quarrylane.
org/rsvp.  

Fundraisers
FOOTHILL BAND CRAB FEED AND 
AUCTION Come enjoy good friends, 
great food and fabulous music by 
Foothill’s award winning Jazz Band, 
from 6-10 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 28 
at the Veterans Memorial Building, 
301 Main St. Tickets are $47. All 
proceeds go toward supporting the 
music program at Foothill High. 
Contact ilocate@sbcglobal.net 
or go to http://www.eventbrite.
com/e/fhs-band-crab-feed-and-
auction-2014-tickets-9646682487. 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE WITH ONE 
HAIRCUT Join Montgomery Beauty 
Salon in Dublin on Sunday, March 
2 for a Cut-a-Thon benefiting the 
Malone Family. Nicole Malone is 
at the end of her journey with ter-
minal cancer. This fundraiser is to 
help her family with medical bills 
and other expenses during their 
time of need. Haircuts are $25, 
Kids Cuts are $15, and Shampoo/
Blowdrys are $20. Call 803-7727. 

RAGIN’ CAJUN MARDI GRAS 
FUNDRAISER Donít miss the Ragin’ 
Cajun Mardi Gras Gala hosted 
by the Sandra J. Wing Healing 
Therapies Foundation from 6-11 
p.m. on March 7 at Casa Real at 
Ruby Hill Winery. The event, hosted 
by NBC’s Jessica Aguirre, includes 
dinner, music, dancing as well as 
silent and live auctions. Tickets 
are $125. Proceeds benefit cancer 
patients living in the Tri-Valley. Call 
1-866-862-7270 or go to www.hea-
lingtherapiesfoundation.org.  

SLEEP TRAIN’S PAJAMA DRIVE FOR 
FOSTER KIDS Sleep Trainís annual 
Pajama Drive aims to make night-
time cozier for local foster children 
ensuring they go to bed wearing 
their own pair of comfortable 
pajamas. Donations of new PJs in 
every size ñ infant to adult ñ can 
be dropped off at any Sleep Train 
store now through March 2. 

Kids & Teens
TEEN JOB AND CAREER FAIR 
The Teen Job and Career Fair is 
designed to be a fun and produc-
tive event for teens ages 14-19. 
Teens will have the opportunity 
to meet with employers, partici-
pate in mock interviews, attend a 
variety of workshops, and interact 
with professionals, from noon-4 
p.m. on Saturday, March 1 at the 
Pleasanton Senior Center. Call 931-
3474 or go to ptownlife.org/work/
teen-career-job-fair. 

On Stage
‘THE SECRET GARDEN’ AT 
FIREHOUSE ARTS CENTER The 
beloved childhood classic is 
brought to life on stage as an 
enchanting musical production. 
“The Secret Garden” will show 
at 7:30 p.m. Fridays, 2 p.m. and 
7 p.m. Saturdays, and 2 p.m. 
Sundays from Feb. 28-March 9 at 
the Firehouse Arts Center. Tickets 
are $12-$18. Call 931-4848 or go 
to www.firehousearts.org.  

Recreation
COMMUNITY TENNIS MEETING Have 
ideas about tennis programs you 
want to share? Questions about 
tennis? Want to learn more about 
Lifetime Tennis? Please join Lifetime 
Tennis and the City of Pleasanton 
at 7 p.m. on Monday, March 3, in 
the club room of the Pleasanton 
Tennis and Community Park, 5801 
Valley Ave. Call 931-3449 or go to 
www.lifetimetennis.com.  

Seniors
BRAIN MATTERS Enjoy a morn-
ing of fun while learning how to 
keep your brain active and your 
memory sharp. The class is held 

from 10-11:30 a.m. the first and 
third Fridays of every month at the 
Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353 
Sunol Blvd. Word games, puzzles, 
challenging activities, reminisc-
ing and more, geared to help you 
age-proof your mind. Cost $1.75 
for resident and $2.25 for non-res-
ident. Call 931-5365 or visit www.
pleasantonseniorcenter.org.  

MILLS LINE DANCE SOCIAL DJ 
Millie Dusha will play tunes from 
the classic oldies at the Mills Line 
Dance Social from 2-4 p.m. on 
the first Thursday of every month 
at the Dublin Senior Center, 7600 
Amador Valley Blvd. All levels of 
dancers are welcome. Cost is $3. 
Call 556-4511.  

WORDS IN BLOOM Words in Bloom 
is a writers workshop for seniors 
from 9 a.m.-noon on the first and 
third Thursday of the month at the 
Pleasanton Senior Center. Everyone 
has a story, come and share yours. 
Share your legacy with your loved 
ones, and learn to create a new 
story from your imagination along 
the way. Cost is $1.75 for residents, 
$2.25 for non-residents. Call 931-
5365 or go to pleasantonseniorcen-
ter.org. 

Spiritual
SUNDAY SERMON AT UNITY OF TRI-
VALLEY Sunday sermon themes for 
the upcoming weeks are based on 

the book “The Untethered Soul” by 
Michael Singer. Join Sunday, March 
2 for “Access Unlimited Energy” 
at Unity of Tri-Valley, 9875 Dublin 
Canyon Road, Castro Valley. All are 
welcome. Call 829-2733 or go to 
www.trivalleyunity.com. 

Support 
Groups
CHRONIC PAIN SUPPORT GROUP 
This is a safe place to speak openly 
about your experience of pain and 
to learn ways of coping with it. 
Meetings are 12:30-1:30 p.m. the 
first and third Mondays monthly 
at Asbury Methodist Church, 4743 
East Ave., Livermore. Call 447-
1950.  

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR 
MENTAL ILLNESS NAMI Tri-Valley 
Parent Resource and Support 
Group meets twice a month for 
parents with children to age 17 
diagnosed or suspected of hav-
ing bipolar or other mood disor-
ders. It meets from 7-9 p.m. the 
first and third Tuesdays of each 
month at Pathways To Wellness, 
5674 Stoneridge Drive, Suite 114, 
Pleasanton. The group is drop-in, 
no registration required and is free. 
For more information contact Suzi 
Glorioso at 443-1797 or email glo-
rios4@comcast.net. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Goodbye, Monda Wiseman
Some of the 109 volunteers from the Pleasanton American Cancer 
Society’s Discovery Shop gather around retiring leader, Monda Wise-
man, who served as manager for 18 years and had several big send-
offs. She leaves the shop ranking sixth out of California’s 40 stores 
for net sales results; in 2013 it broke records by raising $600,000. 
The Discovery Shops are at Mission Plaza Shopping Center, 1987 
Santa Rita Road; telephone 462-7374. They are always in need of 
gently used clothing, shoes, jewelry, housewares and furniture. At this 
farewell luncheon are (front, l-r) Doris Harrach, Deanna McIntyre, 
Cecilia Brun, Monda Wiseman, Mary Ann Donnell and Virginia Woy, 
and (back, l-r) Carol Olson, Karen Lindsay, Maria Kennedy, Maria 
Molteni, Audrey Aune and Doris Cretan.

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR COMMUNITY  ●  POST CALENDAR ITEMS AT WWW.PLEASANTONWEEKLY.COMCalendar

Weekly
Pleasanton

PRINT & ONLINE

Here’s 
the scoop: 
Associate editor needed

Send resumes to Gina Channell-Allen, 
gallen@embarcaderomediagroup.com, 

by March 4. No calls please. EOE.

 We are seeking an associate editor to cover 
and edit stories ranging from local government 
to business to features for our print and digital 
products.  The associate editor will also assist  
the editor in managing and interacting with the  
design/production team in producing the paper 
each week, serve as the special sections editor,  
and supervise staff or freelancers for various  
assignments. 

 Beyond excellent reporting and writing skills, 
a bachelor’s degree in journalism or a related field, 
previous experience in a newsroom setting,  
demonstrated news judgment and the ability to  
prioritize tasks and handle stress of daily deadlines 
and multiple priorities is required. The candidate 
must also be able to work the required hours,  
which include some night assignments and  
occasional weekend hours. 

 This is a full-time position based at our  
Pleasanton office with benefits including 
medical/dental and a 401(k) plan. This is the 
East Bay division of Embarcadero Media Group 
and includes the Pleasanton Weekly, San Ramon 
Express and Danville Express. 
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TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS GO TO FOGSTER.COM

fogster.com THE TRI-VALLEY’S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE

BULLETIN
BOARD

115 Announcements
Pregnant? 

Thinking of Adoption? Talk with car-
ing agency specializing in matching 

Birthmothers with Families Nationwide. 
LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7 

Abby's One True Gift Adoptions. 866-
413-6293. Void in Illinois/New Mexico/

Indiana (AAN CAN)

Pioneer Cemetery Plots 
New burial spaces are available 
at Pleasanton Pioneer Cemetery. 
Full burial as well as cremation 
spaces. At Need or Pre Need. 
Payment Plans with NO interest or 
finance charges. Please call Frank 
Draschner at 925-784-6666. 

130 Classes & 
Instruction
Airline Careers 

begin here - Get trained as FAA certi-
fied Aviation Technician. Housing and 

Financial aid for qualified students. Job 
placement assistance. Call Aviation 

Institute of Maintenance 877-492-3059 
(AAN CAN)

Airline Careers 
begin here - Get FAA approved Aviation 
Maintenance Technician training. Job 
placement and Financial assistance 
for qualified students. CALL Aviation 

Institute of Maintenance 888-242-3382 
(Cal-SCAN)

HVAC Installation and Repair 
Pinnacle Career Institute Online HVAC 
education in as little as 12 months. 

Call us today: 1-877-651-3961 or go 
online: www.HVAC-Online-Education.

com (Cal-SCAN)

FOR SALE

SOLD

202 Vehicles Wanted
Cash for Cars 

Any Car/Truck. Running or Not! Top 
Dollar Paid. We Come To You! Call For 
Instant Offer: 1-888-420-3808 www.

cash4car.com (AAN CAN)

Donate Your Car 
Fast Free Towing 24 hr. Response 
- Tax Deduction. UNITED BREAST 

CANCER FOUNDATION. Providing Free 
Mammograms & Breast Cancer Info. 

888-792-1675 (Cal-SCAN)

220 Computers/
Electronics
Did You Know 

that not only does newspaper media 
reach a HUGE Audience, they also 

reach an ENGAGED AUDIENCE. 
Discover the Power of Newspaper 

Advertising. For a free brochure call 
916-288-6011 or email cecelia@cnpa.

com (Cal-SCAN)

sell:new unlocked iphone 5S 16gb 
We sells authentic unlocked iphone 

5S,iphone 5 & 4S at wholesales prices.
New iphone 5S (64GB)-$410-(32GB) 
-$310-(16GB) -$300.we also have all 

Android phones,Macbook pro etc.
local & int’l shipping by Fedex.for 

inquiries,pls contact us at unitedelec-
tronicsco@hotmail.com OR unitedelec-
tronicsco@gmail.com -SKYPE- frsmor-

gan009 call-2167728247

235 Wanted to Buy
Cash for Diabetic Test Strips 

Don't throw boxes away-Help others. 
Unopened / Unexpired boxes only. 

All Brands Considered! Call Anytime! 
24hrs/7days (888) 491-1168 (Cal-

SCAN) 

237 Barter
Did You Know 

Newspaper-generated content is so 
valuable it's taken and repeated, 

condensed, broadcast, tweeted, dis-
cussed, posted, copied, edited, and 
emailed countless times throughout 

the day by others? Discover the Power 
of Newspaper Advertising. For a free 
brochure call 916-288-6011 or email 

cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

245 Miscellaneous
AT&T U-verse 
for just $29/mo! Bundle and save with 

AT&T Internet+Phone+TV and get a 
FREE pre-paid Visa Card! (select plans). 

HURRY, CALL NOW! 800-319-3280 
(Cal-SCAN)

DirecTV 
2 Year Savings Event! Over 140 chan-

nels only $29.99 a month. Only DirecTV 
gives you 2 YEARS of savings and a 
FREE Genie upgrade! Call 1-800-291-

0350 (Cal-SCAN)

DISH TV Retailer 
Starting at $19.99/month (for 12 mos.) 

and High Speed Internet starting at 
$14.95/month (where available.) SAVE! 
Ask About SAME DAY Installation! CALL 

Now! 1-800-357-0810 (Cal-SCAN)

Reduce Your Cable Bill! 
Get a whole-home Satellite system 

installed at NO COST and programming 
starting at $19.99/mo. FREE HD/DVR 
Upgrade to new callers, SO CALL NOW 

1-866-982-9562 (Cal-Scan)

Reduce Your Cable Bill! 
Get an All-Digital Satellite system 

installed for FREE and programming 
starting at $24.99/mo. FREE HD/DVR 

upgrade for new callers, SO CALL NOW! 
(877)366-4509 (Cal-SCAN)

Sawmills 
from only $4897.00- Make & Save 
money with your own bandmill- Cut 

lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.

NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N (Cal-SCAN)

MIND
& BODY

425 Health Services
Medical Guardian 
Top-rated medical alarm and 24/7 med-
ical alert monitoring. For a limited time, 
get free equipment, no activation fees, 
no commitment, a 2nd waterproof alert 
button for free and more - only $29.95 
per month. 800-761-2855 (Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step Walk-in Tub 
Alert for Seniors. Bathroom falls can be 
fatal. Approved by Arthritis Foundation. 

Therapeutic Jets. Less Than 4 Inch 
Step-In. Wide Door. Anti-Slip Floors. 

American Made. Installation Included. 
Call 800-799-4811 for $750 Off.  

(Cal-SCAN)

435 Integrative 
Medicine
Did You Know 
7 IN 10 Americans or 158 million U.S. 
Adults read content from newspaper 

media each week? Discover the Power 
of Newspaper Advertising. For a free 
brochure call 916-288-6011 or email 

cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

EMPLOYMENT

500 Help Wanted

Associate Editor 
We are seeking an associate editor to 
cover and edit stories ranging from 
local government to business to fea-
tures for our print and digital products. 
The associate editor will also assist 
the editor in managing and inter-
acting with the design/production 
team in producing the paper each 
week, serve as the special sections 
editor, and supervise staff or free-
lancers for various assignments. 
Beyond excellent reporting and writ-
ing skills, a bachelor's degree in 
journalism or a related field, previ-
ous experience in a newsroom set-
ting, demonstrated news judgment 
and the ability to prioritize tasks 
and handle stress of daily deadlines 
and multiple priorities is required. 
The candidate must also be able 
to work the required hours, which 
include some night assignments 
and occasional weekend hours. 
This is a full-time position based at 
our Pleasanton office with benefits 
including medical/dental and a 401(k) 
plan. This is the East Bay division 
of Embarcadero Media Group and 
includes the Pleasanton Weekly, San 
Ramon Express and Danville Express. 
Send resumes to Gina Channell-Allen, 
gallen@embarcaderomediagroup.
com, by March 4. No calls please. 
EOE.

525 Adult Care 
Wanted
Healthcare Aide Needed 

Healthcare aide needed to take care 
of a 65years old man. CNA optional, 

$50 per hour, pls contact me for more 
details at (morgans1900@gmail.com)

560 Employment 
Information
$1,000 Weekly! 
Mailing brochures from home. Helping 
home workers since 2001. Genuine 
Opportunity. No Experience required. 

Start Immediately 
www.mailingmembers.com (AAN CAN)

Africa-Brazil Work Study 
Change the lives of others while creat-

ing a sustainable future. 6, 9, 18 month 
programs available. Apply today!

www.OneWorldCenter.org (269) 591-
0518 info@OneWorldCenter.org 

(AAN CAN)

Drivers: CDL-A  
train and work for us! Professional, 

focused CDL training available. 
Choose Company Driver, Owner 

Operator, Lease Operator or Lease 
Trainer. Call 877-369-7126 www.

CentralTruckingJobs.com (Cal-SCAN)

Drivers: Get Loaded 
$$$. Exp Pays - up to 50 cpm. New 

CSA Friendly Equip (KWs). CDL-A Req. 
Call 877-258-8782 www.ad-drivers.

com (Cal-SCAN)

Drivers: Job Opportunities 
in our owner operator fleet. Shuttle 
Fleet, drop & hook $3,000 sign-on 

bonus: $1.52 avg/all miles. Call 800-
525-3029 or visit www.driveatlas.com/

shuttle (Cal-SCAN)

Drivers: Need Class A 
CDL TRAINING? Start a CAREER in 

trucking today! Swift Academies offer 
PTDI certified courses and offer "Best-

Excellent Benefits Package. Please Call: 
(520) 226-4362 Â (Cal-SCAN)

Drivers: Owner Operators 
Dedicated home weekly. Solos up to 

$175,000/year, $2500 Sign-on Bonus! 
Teams up to $350,000 year, $5000 

Sign-on Bonus! Forward Air 888-652-
5611 (Cal-SCAN)

Make Extra Money 
in our free ever popular homemailer 

program, includes valuable guidebook! 
Start immediately! Genuine! 1-888-292-
1120 www.easywork-fromhome.com 

(AAN CAN)

Truck Drivers 
Obtain Class A CDL in 2 1⁄2 weeks. 
Company Sponsored Training. Also 

Hiring Recent Truck School Graduates, 
Â Experienced Drivers. Must be 21 or 
Older. Call: (866) 275-2349 (Cal-SCAN)

BUSINESS
SERVICES

601 Accounting/
Bookkeeping
NEED HELP WITH QUICKBOOKS? 
Over 18 years experience in all aspects 

of bookkeeping.
No job too big or too small!
Call Linda at 925-918-2233

605 Antiques & Art 
Restoration

“A Labor of Love”
ANTIQUE RESTORATION
Preserve special memories...

Recycle the past into the future
Impeccable Quality 

Integrity of Workmanship
Conveniently located in Pleasanton 

For 12 Years

925-462-0383   License #042392

624 Financial
Guaranteed Income 
for your retirement. Avoid market risk 

& get guaranteed income in retire-
ment! CALL for FREE copy of our SAFE 

MONEY GUIDE Plus Annuity Quotes 
from A-Rated companies! 
800-748-3013 (Cal-SCAN) 

Problems with the IRS 
or State Taxes? Settle for a fraction of 
what you owe! Free face to face con-

sultations with offices in your area. Call 
888-608-3016

Struggling with Your Mortgage? 
and worried about foreclosure? Reduce 
Your Mortgage and Save Money. Legal 

Loan Modification Services. Free 
Consultation. Call Preferred Law 

1-800-587-1350 (Cal-SCAN)

640 Legal Services
Injured in an Auto Accident? 
Auto Accident Attorney. Call InjuryFone 
for a free case evaluation. Never a cost 

to you. Don`t wait, call now, 
1-800-958-5341 (Cal-SCAN) 

HOME 
SERVICES

701 AC/Heating
Victoria Heating & Air Condition 
We service Heating & Air Conditioning, 
Repair, change out and install new unit. 
all made and model. we have more then 
12 years of experience. So, call us at 
(408) 416-6391 (209)338-4475 and 

(916)474-0173 Lic # 877379
we have special diagnostic fee $50 we 
will tell you what is wrong with your unit 
and how much it will cost to fix it before 
we do the work. All work performing is 

in writing.

751 General 
Contracting

NOTICE TO READERS: It is illegal 
for an unlicensed person to perform 
contracting work on any project val-
ued at $500.00 or more in labor and 
materials. State law also requires 
that contractors include their license 
numbers on all advertising. Check 
your contractor’s status at www.cslb.
ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB (2752). 
Unlicensed persons taking jobs that 
total less than $500.00 must state 
in their advertisements that they are 
not licensed by the Contractors State 
License Board 

757 Handyman/
Repairs
Reliable Handyman Services 

One call, does it all! Fast and Reliable 
Handyman Services. Call ServiceLive 
and get referred to a pro today: Call 

800-958-8267 (Cal-SCAN)

REAL ESTATE

805 Homes for Rent
Menlo Park, 3 BR/2 BA 
Charming West Menlo Park 
Home,Las Lomitas Sch. no 
smk/pets ,3br.2Ba .Hrdwd. f l r s ,
$5,000.00 mo.650-598-7047

855 Real Estate 
Services
Roommates.com 

All areas. Browse hundreds of online 
listings with photos and maps. Find 
your roommate with a click of the 

mouse! Visit: http://www.Roommates.
com. (AAN CAN)

LEGALS

995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
HOWELL SUPPORT SERVICES
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT
File No.: 487647 
The following person(s) doing business 
as: HOWELL SUPPORT SERVICES, 
1940 CHANNING WAY, BERKELEY, CA 
94704, is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s): Timothy Howell, 
1940 Channing Way, Berkeley, CA 
94704. This business is conducted 
by an Individual. Registrant has not 
yet begun to transact business under 
the fictitious business name(s) listed 
herein. Signature of Registrant: Tim 
Howell. This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Alameda on 
02/05/2014. (Pleasanton Weekly, Feb. 
14, 21, 28, March 7; 2014)

MORGENROTH DEVELOPMENT
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT
File No.: 487656 
The following person(s) doing business 
as: MORGENROTH DEVELOPMENT, 157 
W. ANGELA ST. UNIT #1, PLEASANTON, 
CA 94566, is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s): James Morgenroth, 
157 W. Angela St. Unit #3, Pleasanton, 
CA 94566. This business is conducted 
by an Individual. Registrant began 
transacting business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed herein 
01/05/1995. Signature of Registrant: 
James Morgenroth. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of Alameda 
on 02/06/2014. (Pleasanton Weekly, 
Feb. 28, March 7, 14, 21; 2014)

997 All Other Legals
SUMMONS (FAMILY LAW)  
NOTICE TO RESPONDENT (Aviso al 
Demandado): ANNETTE JORDAN You 
are being sued. Lo estan demandando. 
PETITIONER’S NAME IS: (El nombre del 
demandante es): JORIO AMARAL
Case Number: D09-04956 (Numero 
del Caso)
You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after this 
Summons and Petition are served on 
you to file a Response (form FL-120 or 
FL-123) at the court and have a copy 
served on the petitioner. A letter or 
phone call will not protect you. If you 
do not file your Response on time, the 
court may make orders affecting your 
marriage or domestic partnership, your 
property, and custody of your children. 
You may be ordered to pay support and 
attorney fees and costs. If you cannot 
pay the filing fee, ask the clerk for a fee 
waiver form. If you want legal advice, 
contact a lawyer immediately. You can 
get information about finding lawyers 
at the California Courts Online Self-Help 
Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), 
at the California Legal Services Web 
site (www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), or 
by contacting your local county bar 
association. Tiene 30 DIAS CORRIDOS 
despues de haber recibido la entrega 
legal de esta Citacion y Peticion, para 
presentar una Respuesta (formulario 
FL-120 o FL-123) ante la corte y efec-
tuar la entrega legal de una copia al 
demandante. Una carta o llamada 
telefonica no basta para protegerlo. Si 
no presenta su Respuesta a tiempo, la 
corte puede dar ordenes que afecten 
su matrimonio o pareja de hecho, sus 
bienes y la custodia de sus hijos. La 
corte tambien le puede ordenar que 
pague manutencion, y honorarios y cos-
tos legales. Si no puede pagar la cuota 
de presentacion, pida al secretario un 
formulario de exencion decuotas. Si 
desea obtener asesoramiento legal, 
pongase en contacto de inmediato 
con unabogado. Puede obtener infor-
macion para encontrar a un abogado 
en el Centro de Ayuda de las Cortes 
de California(www.sucorte.ca.gov), en 
el sitio Web de los Servicios Legales 
de California (www.lawhelpcalifornia.
org) o poniendose en contacto con el 
colegio de abogados de su condado. 
NOTICE: The restraining orders on page 
2 are effective against both spouses 
or domestic partners until the petition 
is dismissed, a judgment is entered, 
or the court makes further orders. 
These orders are enforceable anywhere 
in California by any law enforcement 
officer who has received or seen a 
copy of them. AVISO: Las ordenes de 
restriccion que figuran en la pagina 2 
valen para ambos conyuges o pareja de 
hecho hasta que se despida la peticion, 
se emita un fallo o la corte de otras 
ordenes. Cualquier autoridad de la ley 
que haya recibido o visto una copia de 
estas ordenes puede hacerlas acatar 
en cualquier lugar de California. 1. The 
name and address of the court are: (El 
nombre y direccion de la corte son): 
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, 
COUNTY OF CONTRA COSTA, 751 PINE 
STREET, MARTINEZ, CA 94553. 2. The 
name, address, and telephone number 
of petitioner’s attorney, or petitioner 
without an attorney, are: (El nombre, 
direccion y numero de telefono del 
abogado del demandante, o del deman-
dante si no tiene abogado, son): JORIO 
AMARAL, 1065 QUAIL VALLEY RUN, 
OAKLEY, CA 94561. (925) 420-5885. 
Date (Fecha): Feb. 11, 2014. Clerk, 
by (secretario, por) L. VO, Deputy 
(Asistente) Susanne M. Fenstermacher, 
Judicial Officer (seal) NOTICE TO 
THE PERSON SERVED: AVISO A LA 
PERSONA QUE RECIBIO LA ENTREGA: 
Esta entrega se realiza. You are served 
as an individual. (Pleasanton Weekly, 
Feb. 14, 21, 28; March 7, 2014)

PLACE AN AD
ONLINE fogster.com
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breaking local news, to post 

their own stories and photos, 

and to discuss news and 

events in the community. 

Can't fi nd your copy of the 

weekly? Find the digital 

version online under Print 
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Real Estate

 The National Association of Home Build-
ers urged Congress this week to approve a 
bipartisan flood insurance bill that it said 
would help home buyers, homeowners, 
and the construction and remodeling in-
dustry across the country.
 “The Homeowner Flood Insurance Af-
fordability Act will resolve some of the 
unintended and costly consequences of the 
Biggert-Waters Flood Insurance Reform 
Act by helping current and future poli-
cyholders to keep their premiums afford-
able,” said Kevin Kelly, NAHB chairman 
and a homebuilder and developer from 
Wilmington, Del.
 “By providing measurable premium in-
creases, the legislation will prevent home 
values from dropping, and it will make the 
National Flood Insurance Program more 

effective,” he added.
 Kelly said the bill would return the 
substantial improvement threshold that 
triggers a higher flood insurance rate to 
the historic 50% level of a structure’s fair 
market value.
 “This is critical to the health of the re-
modeling industry and could preserve as 
much as $8.5 billion in annual economic 
remodeling activity,” Kelley said. “And in 
53 communities nationwide, it reinstates 
an exemption for basements that are built 
in a flood-proof manner.
 “The Homeowner Flood Insurance Af-
fordability Act will prevent undue hard-
ship in the recovering housing market,” he 
added. “We urge the House to act promptly 
on this bill.” 

—  Jeb Bing

Homebuilders urge  
Congress to pass flood bill

Could preserve $8.5 billion in remodeling activity, association says

Get the Home

Buying Edge
Loan Pre-Approvals and Close of Escrow in 20 days or less.

Before you list your home for sale or start looking for your new 

home, it’s wise to obtain a loan pre-approval. With a written lender 

approval, you’ll be prepared as you shop and write an off er and 

optimize your bidding power. From your fi rst consultation to 

funding, I am committed to providing a “Wow” experience. Call me 

for all your home loan needs.

-Purchase or Refi nance

-Conventional and FHA Loans

-Jumbo Loans to 5 Million

-VA Loans

-First Time Buyer Loan Programs

-Complimentary Loan Evaluations

Debi Zentner
Mortgage Consultant
Loan Offi cer of the Year 2013, 2012 & 2011
Offi ce: (925) 426-8383 x 53
Cell: (925) 200-6381
debi@divmg.com
www.debizentner.com 
NMLS # 241540

A division of CMG Mortgage Inc. NMLS#1820. Licensed by the Department 

of Business Oversight under the California Residential Mortgage Lending 

Act. Branch NMLS# 508121. Off er of credit subject to credit approval.

Equal housing lender

 
Real Estate Directory

925-699–4377 
dcrane@opesadvisors.com
www.darlenecrane.com

Darlene Crane, 
Real Estate Mortgage Advisor
O P E S  A D V I S O R S

NMLS 30878   License 00907071
349 Main Street #203, Pleasanton

Susan Kuramoto
REALTOR®

Serving the greater Bay Area 
for over 20 years with integrity
cell: (408) 316-0278
Read client testimonials 
at apr.com/skuramotoBRE# 01199727

Janice Habluetzel
REALTOR®

Re/Max Accord
phone: (925) 699-3122
www.JaniceTheRealtor.com
BRE# 1385523

Karen Lin 
REALTOR®

Re/Max Accord
direct: 650.740.8465
www.karenlinrealtor.com
email: karenlin2010@gmail.com
BRE# 01892718

林 Jan Pegler
REALTOR®

Better Homes and Gardens
(925) 519-1455
www.bhghome.com/janpegler
DRE# 01384196

Dennis Gerlt  REALTOR
®

Broker/Owner
Gerlt Real Estate Services
direct: (925) 426-5010
email: gerltrealestate@gmail.com
www.dennisgerlt.com
CA LIC# 01317997

To advertise in the Tri-Valley Real Estate Directory
 call (925) 600-0840. Ask about online and email advertising.

BY JEB BING

The East Bay’s luxury housing market 
began the new year with a bang as sales in 
January were up sharply from a year ago and 
the median sale price rose as well, according 
to a new report by Coldwell Banker Residen-
tial Brokerage.

The figures are based on Multiple Listing 
Service data of all homes sold for more than 
$1 million last month in Alameda and Con-
tra Costa counties.

A total of 90 luxury homes sold last 
month, up from 77 transactions in January 
2013, a 17% increase. High-end sales were 
down from December’s 160 units, although 
it’s not unusual to have a drop from year-
end closings.

Meanwhile, the median sale price 
of a luxury home in January rose to 
$1,325,000, up 6% from a year ago when 
the median stood at $1.25 million and up 
1.1% from the previous month when it was 
$1,310,500.

There were nine sales of more than $2 
million in January, up from eight at the same 
time last year. Homes also sold faster on av-
erage than they did the previous month and 
a year ago.

“The East Bay’s luxury housing market 
began the new year right where it left off 
last year with very strong sales gains and a 
solid increase in prices,” said Rick Turley, 
president of Coldwell Banker Residential 
Brokerage. “Well qualified buyers see good 
value in the local luxury market and con-
tinue to push sales and prices higher.”

Turley said the one hurdle facing the 
luxury market in the East Bay, as well as 
throughout much of the Bay Area, is a seri-
ous shortage of homes for sale. Inventory 
of available homes is down more than 50% 
from a normal market, and there aren’t 
enough properties to meet the tremendous 
demand from buyers. 

“Homeowners who have even kicked 
around the idea of selling should think 

seriously of jumping into the market now,” 

he said. “Real estate has always been a busi-
ness of supply and demand, and right now 
this is very much a seller’s market. Savvy 
homeowners who sell now are in a very 
favorable position.”
 Some key findings from this month’s 
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage lux-
ury report:

last month was a five-bedroom, five-bath, 
approximately 6,600-square-foot home in 
Alameda that sold for $3.4 million. Dan-
ville boasted the most luxury sales with 
13, followed by Pleasanton, Alamo and 
Fremont with eight each, and Oakland and 
Lafayette with seven each;

down from 50.9 days a year ago and 52 
days the previous month;

asking price, the same as a year ago but down 
from 102.5% the previous month.
 The East Bay Luxury Housing Market 
Report is a monthly report by Coldwell 
Banker Residential Brokerage, which has 
offices in Pleasanton and specializes in 
high-end real estate sales. 

East Bay luxury home sales  
jump 17% in January

Prices also up to median of $1,325,000

Rick Turley
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5994 W. Las Positas, Suite 101, Pleasanton   |   459 Main Street, Pleasanton   |   2300 First Street, Suite 316, Livermore   |   Broker License #01395362           

DeAnna Armario & Liz Venema
REALTORS® LIC # 01363180 and 01922957 

925.260.2220      925.413.6544
DeAnna@ ArmarioHomes.com   Liz@VenemaHomes.com 

ArmarioHomes.com

6479 Calle Esperanza, Pleasanton
Beautiful single story in terrific Pleasanton neighborhood! 4 BR and 2 BA among 
2067+/- sq. ft. Updated Kitchen/Family Room with granite counters and SS 
appliances. Updated baths. Hardwood floors. Vaulted ceilings. Nicely landscaped 
with backyard patio. Corner lot. Close to Tennis and Sports Parks, shopping and 
restaurants.   Offered at $ 889,000

OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY 1-4PM

Cindy and Gene Williams
REALTORS® BRE LIC # 01370076 and 00607511 

925.918.2045
www.WilliamsReGroup.com

7301 Joshua Circle, 
Pleasanton
Great location near 
excellent schools. 3 
bedrooms, 3 baths on a 
corner lot. New kitchen 
appliances, new carpets, 
freshly painted. Built in 
1986. Close to Foothill 
High School. Priced at 
$690,000. Call for an 
appointment to see this 
amazing home.

Gail Boal
REALTOR® LIC # 01276455

925.577.5787
www.gailboal.com

5501 DeMarcus 
Blvd #504

Classy, urban style 
2bed/2 bath condo-
pristine condition! 
Secure building and 
parking. BART, 
shopping nearby!

Offered at $437,000

Louise Davis
REALTOR® LIC # 00551850

925.200.2457  
www.LouiseDavis.com

Priced Reduction $1,650,000 

Framed by mature oaks, and 

surrounded by 62 acres of 

open space. Breath taking views 

of the valley and hills. Totally 

private setting in gated home 

community.  Contemporary 

architecture, 3457 sq ft, 3 

fireplaces, casita, decks, pool, RV 

garage, truly a custom design.

Coming Soon!! Something for Every Pocket Book

Pleasanton: 5 car garage, plus office with bath, side yard access, Westside, 4 

bed 3 bath, 3500 sq ft. Fabulous Semi Custom family home. Livermore: Large 

2 bedroom 2.5 bath townhome, end unit, patio, one car attached garage, new 

carpets, paint, windows, must see. Call for details.

Kevin and Bernetta Wess
Tri-Valley Property Management

LIC # 01482226 & 01465272

925.290.8143
www.TriValleyManagement.com

FREE RENTAL ASSESSMENT
Find Out Your Rental Value Today!

3390 Vermont Place 
Pleasanton

3BD, 2.5BA, 1991 sq. ft 
Gorgeous Spacious Yard 
w/Pool. RV/Boat Access

$3600

4034 Alvarado Street 
Pleasanton

3bd, 2ba, 1236 sq ft.
Great Location & w/Pool!

Rent $2800

6569 Inglewood Drive 
Pleasanton 

Located in Val Vista!
4BD, 2BA, 1490 Sq. ft.
Recently Remodeled

Rent $3150

www.FabulousProperties.net CA Lic#s 01735040, 01713497, 01395362

Search all Pleasanton homes available at www.FabulousProperties.net

1288 Concord Street,  
Vintage Hills, Pleasanton
2,785 SF, raised single-story with  
4 bedrooms, 4 baths, two master  
suites, pool, great location
Priced at $1,190,000

1151 Donahue Drive,    
Ironwood Classics, Pleasanton 
RARELY AVAILABLE single story, 2162 SF
3 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths, Chef ’s kitchen 
Great Room, Bamboo Floors, HOA pool 
Priced at $950,000

OPEN SAT & SUN 1-4 OPEN SUNDAY 1-4

925.463.0436  |  www.SoldinaFlash.com
REALTORS®, GRI, CRS, SRES

6231 Ruxton Court, Pleasanton
Beautiful one level home with 4 
bdrms, 2 baths and over 1700 sq ft
Sunny granite kitchen, cozy family 
room and private backyard
Priced in the mid $700’s

Stunning Valley Trails Home!
Gourmet kitchen, plank hardwood 
floors and remodeled baths. 3 bdrms, 
small den & 2.5 baths.
Beautiful yard with fire pit!
Priced in mid $700’s

COMING SOON

Colleen McKean, CRS
REALTOR® LIC #00868205

925-847-8880
www.colleenmckean.com

5 Bedroom plus 
office, 3 car tan-
dem garage, fire-
place, 2.5 baths, 
swimming pool, 
side yard access, 
built-in cabinets 
in office, 10 foot 
ceilings, central air 
conditioning and 
much more.For 
more information 
contact  
Colleen McKean

Coming Soon to Livermore!

Jill Denton  
REALTOR® LIC #01804876

925-998-7747 — jill@jilldenton.com 
JillDenton.com

Thinking about buying or selling or both?
Choose Jill and be added to her long list of happy clients!

Actual client

Andrew Greenwell  
Team Leader/CEO

AGreenwell@kw.com  |  925.963.0993Contact me today to join our team.

KW Agents: Global Reach, Local Expertise

WE ARE ONE FAMILY, WE HAVE ONE DESTINY, WE SHARE ONE THING 

WE ARE AMERICA’S #1 
REAL ESTATE COMPANYBY AGENT COUNT!

W

WW
R

90,000

2004 2006 2009 2010 2013

“$158 Billion in volume and 644,000 Homes SOLD”
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REAL ESTATE

CalBRE#01232520

925.577.6113
jbranchini@gmail.com

www.jenniferbranchini.com
2010 REALTOR of the Year

$1,197,000

Downtown location on one of 
the most desirable streets in 

Pleasanton. Two blocks to Main 
Street, summer concert in the park 
series and the Farmer’s market.
This is a one of a kind duplex. 

Identical in layout, each side is 
1,292 sq. feet with two bedrooms 
and one and a half bathrooms and 
inside laundry. Rear yard features 
a shared lawn and planted borders 
and patio.

4543 and 4545 2nd Street, Pleasanton

PLEASANTON  90 0 Main Street

BLAISE LOFLAND
Professional Real Estate Services

BlaiseLofland.com BLofland@apr.com 925.846.6500

✓ Expertise
✓ Teamwork
✓ Reliability
✓ Integrity
✓ Satisfaction

Connecting People and Property

For a Real Estate Agent with an in-depth knowledge of both the area and market, call Blaise Lofland!

DRE# 00882113

1185 LAGUNA CREEK LANE, PLEASANTON
With unobstructed views of the Pleasanton Ridge, this fi ve bedroom, fi ve and a 
half bathroom, 5,329 square foot home sits on a premium 16,321 square foot 
lot. The gourmet kitchen boasts a large island, granite counters, stainless steel 

appliances and a six-burner gas range. Grand entrance with large foyer, vaulted 
ceilings, formal dining room, spacious master suite, laundry room, three car 
and so much more. The resort-like back yard offers a pool, spa, pool house, 

outdoor kitchen, and gazebo. Easy access to I-680 and close to schools!  
OFFERED AT $1,897,500 AND SOLD FOR $1,897,500

897 SUNSET CREEK LANE, PLEASANTON
Gorgeous, highly upgraded, sought after single level in Bridle Creek!

Premium location,  Panoramic views, solar heated in-ground pool, beautifully 
landscaped with private brick patio areas. Five bedrooms,  four bathrooms, 
3,246 square feet on a 12,464 square foot lot. Gourmet kitchen with granite 
counters and stainless steel appliances. Great Room concept with spacious 

Family Room. Many upgrades throughout! Don’t miss this one!
OFFERED AT $1,569,000

255 RACHAEL PLACE, PLEASANTON
Single Level condo, ground fl oor unit (no stairs) with attached one car garage 
and spacious rear yard! This two bedroom, two bath condo is 937 square feet 

home with a large back yard including patio, deck and garden area. The kitchen 
offers brand new stainless steel appliances. Central air and heat, fi replace, newer 

carpet, upgraded baseboards, dual pane windows. 
Desirable Downtown Pleasanton!

OFFERED AT $419,500

5718 DALTON CREEK WAY, PLEASANTON
Highly Upgraded 4,434 Square Foot Home in Like-New 

Excellent Condition! The elegant foyer offers custom 
tile fl ooring with marble inlay and high plate ceilings. 

The gourmet kitchen includes stainless steel appliances, 
granite slab counters, generous cabinets & more. 

Each of the 5 bedrooms offers a private adjoining full 
bathroom; one of which is located on the 1st fl oor & 
can be used as a bonus/game room or Au Pair Suite. 
An optional offi ce/sixth bedroom has been converted 

into a wine tasting room with beautiful custom built-in 
cherry cabinets. This 12,400 square foot professionally 
landscaped lot includes a private back yard, Pebble Tec 
Pool, outdoor BBQ/Entertainment area and generous 

lawn area. Premium location near downtown!
OFFERED AT $1,849,000 

3750 SMALLWOOD COURT, PLEASANTON
Beautiful panoramic views of Mt. Diablo & the Pleasanton 
Valley! This custom home built by Westbrook Homes is 

located on an 18,084 square foot private, elevated lot. This 
well designed, open fl oor plan offers a formal Dining Room, 

formal Living Room, as well as a full bedroom, adjacent 
bathroom & bonus room on the fi rst fl oor. The remodeled 
gourmet kitchen offers stainless steel appliances, granite 
counters & a custom tile backsplash. 5 bedrooms, 4.5 

bathrooms total, this 4,748 square foot home also has 3 
remodeled bathrooms & other upgrades throughout including, 

crown molding & new carpet! The expansive rear yard 
includes an in-group pool/spa, outdoor BBQ entertainment 

area & large patio & lawn area. Great home for entertaining! 
Neighborhood Community Center! Walk to Vintage Hills 

Elementary & Downtown!  
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION!

PENDING!PENDING! SOLD!

COMING SOON!

Danville
3 BEDROOMS

59 Summer Hill Court $ 7 8 8 , 0 0 0
Sat/Sun 1-4 J Rockcliff Realtors 2 51 - 2 5 0 0

Dublin
5 BEDROOMS

1850 Terracina $1,299,000
Sat/Sun 1-4     Keller Williams Tri-valley 3 97 - 4 2 0 0

Livermore
3 BEDROOMS

890 Jefferson Ave. $ 5 6 4 , 5 0 0
Sat/Sun 1-4   Prudential Ca Realty 24 9 - 16 0 0

4 BEDROOMS

542 Saint George Ct.  $ 6 9 9 , 9 5 0
Sat/Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 8 47 - 2 2 0 0

Pleasanton
1 BEDROOM

7520 #C Canyon Meadows Circle  $ 3 0 0 , 0 0 0
Sat/Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate Services 2 51 - 2 5 0 0

4 BEDROOMS

2592 Raven Rd.  $ 8 9 9 , 0 0 0
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams Tri-valley 3 97 - 4 2 0 0

5 BEDROOMS

12 Deer Oaks Dr  $1,753,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 8 47 - 2 2 0 0

OPEN HOMES THIS WEEKEND
PLEASANTON WEEKLY

For an online version with mapping  
or to list your open home go to:  

www.PleasantonWeekly.com/real_estate

SALES AT A GLANCE

This week’s data represents homes sold during  
 Jan. 17-Feb. 5

Dublin  
(Jan. 17-29)
Total sales reported: 10
Lowest sale reported: $391,000
Highest sale reported: $715,000
Average sales reported: $616,350

Livermore  
(Jan. 17-29)
Total sales reported: 19
Lowest sale reported: $226,000
Highest sale reported: $805,000
Average sales reported: $566,105

Pleasanton  
(Jan. 17-29)
Total sales reported: 14
Lowest sale reported: $600,000
Highest sale reported: $1,867,000
Average sales reported: $943,464

San Ramon  
(Jan. 27- Feb. 5)
Total sales reported: 13
Lowest sale reported: $350,000
Highest sale reported: $2,219,000
Average sales reported: $837,615

Sunol  
(Jan. 17-29)
Total sales reported: 1
Lowest sale reported: $389,000
Highest sale reported: $389,000
Average sales reported: $389,000

Source: California REsource

Pleasanton Weekly February 28, 2014  Page 21



©2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office Is Owned And Operated by NRT LLC. DRE License #01908304

PLEASANTON
SAT/SUN 1–4  12 DEER OAKS DR

STUNNING HOME!  $1,753,000
5 BR 3.5 BA 2 Mstr Suites.Upg Kit. Granite Counters 
w/SS Appl,waterfall & gazeebo, 925.367.7414 Nancy 
Sutorius CalBRE#00628232

 5368 GOLD CREEK CIRCLE
LAKE VIEW HOME!  $399,000
4 BR 3.5 BA Huge Beautiful home w/ wonderful views, 
Large Loft, Office Alcove, Gated community, 3085 sq ft 
925.847.2200 Shannon Shepherd CalBRE#01154757

 3275 DUBLIN BLVD. #330
SIMPLY GORGEOUS!  $489,000
3 BR 2 BA Highly upgraded w/ hardwood floors, 
designer paint, stainless steel appliances, large balcony 
925.847.2200 Romar DeClaro CalBRE#01341138

 3420 FINNIAN WAY #335
PREMIUM LOCATION!  $428,000
2 BR 2 BA Upgraded granite counters, crown molding, 
courtyard view, no neighbors on either side 925.847.2200 
John & Daisy Ng CalBRE#00917356/01311067

 5839 WELCH LANE
STUNNING DUNSMUIR HOME!  $875,000
4 BR 3 BA Hardwood floors,granite kit &SS applncs, 
bd & full bth downstairs, loft, vaulted ceiling, pool 
925.847.2200 Suzanne Bieser CalBRE#01355940

 1999 JONQUIL COMMON
SINGLE LEVEL BEAUTY!  $520,000
3 BR 2 BA Bright & beautiful home,Chef ’s kitchen 
w/slab granite counters,laundry & lrg master suite 
925.847.2200 Karen T CalBRE#09628800

 425 BELL AVE
WINE COUNTRY DREAM!  $495,000
3 BR 2 BA Close to top rated schools & hgwy 84,ex-
tra lrge master w/backyard access,pool,2 car garage 
925.847.2200 Kenneth Garcia CalBRE#01241433

 622 PLACER COURT
GREAT LOCATION!  CALL FOR PRICE
3 BR 2 BA Gorgeous single story home w/court 
location near park,huge lot w/resort like backyard 
925.847.2216 Sean Leggat CalBRE#01280186

 5372 RIDGEVALE ROAD
PLEASANTON VALLEY HOME!  CALL FOR PRICE
4 BR 2.5 BA Excellent location, gorgeous updates, 
includes granite kit, recessed lighting, pool, play area 
925.847.2200 John & Daisy Ng  
CalBRE#00917356/01311067

 7283 VALLEY VIEW COURT
HIGHLY DESIRABLE LOCATION  $640,000
3 BR 2.5 BA Updated twnhme near award winning 
schools & shopping, backs to community pool and 
greenbelt 925.847.2200 Kristy Heyne  
CalBRE#01488364

SAT 1:30–4  1056 SYCAMORE CREEK WAY
SIMPLY BREATHTAKING!  $1,975,000
4 BR 5.5BA  Travertine floors, Chef kit, surround 
sound throughout, Master on 1st floor, all bds w/own 
bths 925.336.1108 Suzan Gladieux CalBRE#01245705

 381 BRIDLE COURT
GREAT CITY AND HILL VIEWS!  $1,699,000
4 BR 3.5 BA Upgraded home w/detached casita. Single 
story w/views, stone frplces & gorgeous cabinetry 
925.847.2200 Terry Kim CalBRE#01363454

 5935 LANTANA WAY
VICTORIA MODEL HOME!  $1,199,000
4 BR 3 BA 3 car grge, formal living, dine & fmly rms, 
office w/ french doors, walk to Elementary School 
925.847.2200 Terry Kim CalBRE#01363454

DUBLIN
SAT 1–4 / SUN 2–5  8810 OLIVER PL

SUPER SHARP!  $469,950
3 BR 2.5 BA Move in condition,great commute 
location,townhome style, two car tandem garage, two 
story 925.847.2200 Kay Stromgren CalBRE#00890085

LIVERMORE
SAT/SUN 1–4  542 ST. GEORGE CT.

BEAUTIFUL VIEWS!  $699,000
3 BR 2 BA HUGE lot,hill views,country kitchen w/
breakfast bar,updated bths,basement for wine storage 
925.847.2200 Mary Anne Rozsa CalBRE#00783003

LIVERMORE
 247 SWAN DRIVE
UPGRADED & REMODELED!  $575,000
4 BR 2 BA Freshly painted,dual pane windows,SS 
appliances, granite counters,remodeled baths,tile 
925.847.2300 Karen T CalBRE#09628800

PLEASANTON CaliforniaMoves.com925.847.2200  |  5980 Stoneridge Drive, Ste. 122

SAN RAMON

DISCOVERY BAY

DUBLIN

LIVERMORE

PLEASANTON

REAL ESTATE

HOME SALES
This week’s data represents homes sold dur-
ing Jan. 17-Feb. 5

Dublin
7292 Bedford Way M. Shaheem to E. Bang 
for $660,000 

7927 Castilian Road S. & D. Kwasnicki to 
C. Tseng for $641,000

8295 Davona Drive Tri-Valley Platinum 
Investments to M. & C. Moore for $585,000

5818 Hillbrook Place Y. Tu to A. Netrawali 
for $670,000

11849 Newbridge Way C. Golino to H. 
Nguyen for $391,000

8123 Peppertree Road M. & V. Lanier to 
A. & P. Dsouza for $715,000

11451 Rampart Drive D. Mazzoni to R. 
Law for $690,000

6535 Tralee Village Drive Shea Homes to 
W. Hong for $699,000

6539 Tralee Village Drive Shea Homes to 
K. Thapaliya for $562,500

6543 Tralee Village Drive Shea Homes to 
V. Chan for $550,000 

Livermore
612 Andrews Street Dalke Trust to J. 
Madriz for $430,000

185 Barber Street G. Browne to R. & K. 
Hernandez for $530,000

654 Colusa Way V. & Y. Nuon to B. & L. 
Ragan for $505,000

5885 Flora Common Standard Pacific 
Corporation to N. Chau for $625,000

655 Heligan Lane #3 Shea Homes to J. 
Currin for $660,000

273 Hillcrest Avenue R. & D. Fairclough to 
J. Thomas for $440,000

2805 Hoya Common G. & K. Beattie to Y. 
Shu for $610,000

2918 Kiwi Common C. & J. Aldredge to N. 
& S. Raguthu for $585,000

333 Lincoln Avenue Murray Trust to A. 

Parascandolo for $620,000

973 Lisbon Avenue G. & N. Matthews to 
B. Jones for $500,000

850 Lucerne Street Bogue Trust to L. 
Hawkey for $805,000

1566 Melanie Way Youssefpour Trust to T. 
& J. Osborn for $795,000

1001 Murrieta Boulevard #14 Huy Trust 
to B. Singh for $226,000

2094 Pinon Court Peterson Trust to C. 
Brown for $530,000

2053 Rapallo Common L. Rosebery to S. 
Kombiyil for $610,000

422 Robert Way J. & M. Valentine to J. 
Harvey for $515,000

6153 St. Andrews Way Schmidt Trust to S. 
Patterson for $483,000

375 Summertree Drive N. Butani to N. & 
S. Edwards for $685,000

5496 Theresa Way Mcadam Trust to M. & 
R. Crockett for $602,000 

Pleasanton
3679 Canelli Court Kiefer Trust to M. & G. 
Rosenberg for $850,000

2667 Curry Street D. & E. Meonske to D. & 
J. Miller for $805,000

3138 Delicado Court S. Gajjela to K. Mane 
for $600,000

1106 Finch Place Toll California XIX to C. 
Walker for $1,662,000

1118 Finch Place Toll California XIX to S. 
Kaushik for $1,867,000

5631 Highland Road Howland Trust to 
Hill Trust for $1,275,000

4676 Jefferson Court Wycoff Trust to J. & 
V. Goraya for $733,000

180 Monaco Court E. Hart to R. Chen for 
$1,066,000

4038 Payne Road Cabral Trust to K. & D. 
White for $646,500

4219 Payne Road Kennedy Trust to C. 
White for $648,000

1517 Ridgewood Road HPROF Limited to 
M. & J. Waymire for $845,000

3741 Rose Rock Circle Kiefer Trust to S. 
Chittala for $695,000

1970 Valdosta Court Krusi Trust to D. 
Dunkley for $691,000

2396 Woodthrush Way Edwards Trust to 
D. & C. McVey for $825,000 

San Ramon
3306 Amaryllis Circle J. & A. Antony to B. 
Lee for $620,000

3285 Ashbourne Circle J. & T. Findley to 
N. & D. Habib for $1,690,000

1339 Canyon Side Avenue Jackson Trust 
to T. & M. Behring for $705,000

2784 Corey Place M. & B. Meyers to M. 
Oza for $821,000

3923 Crow Canyon Road F. Gedrocz to C. 
Wang for $395,000

1188 Hawkshead Circle M. & S. Caires to 
E. Blinov for $2,219,000

2347 Magnolia Bridge Drive S. & V. 
Pradhan to J. Zhang for $975,000

3110 Montevideo Drive D. Hallatt to 
Donald Trust for $752,000

1815 Nancy Lane R. Kawashima to C. Hsia 
for $510,000

285 Reflections Drive #17 R. Zhu to R. 
Devarapalli for $350,000

125 Reflections Drive #23 Love Happiness 
& Beyond to G. Hirneise for $380,000

209 St. Denis Court Last Trust to 
Stoddard Trust for $775,000

6187 Yardley Lane K. & Y. Kim to M. 
Marges for $697,000 

Sunol
2929 Kilkare Road Napolitano Trust to J. 
& C. Grillo for $389,000

Source: California REsource
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Warren Oberholser John DeMarinis
REALTOR® 

BRE#01861944 REALTOR® BRE#01378667

3279 Mount Diablo Ct.  $599,950
Private and serene location!  Desirable end-unit.  

Excellent floor plan.  New Kenmore Elite  

stainless appliances.  Plush fawn carpeting.  

Freshly painted interior. Spacious bedrooms.  

Abundant closet storage.  Large balcony.  High 

quality Trane HVAC system.  Nice complex  

amenities.  Close to downtown.  A must see 10+

1342 Stony Brook Ln.  $1,350,000
Rarely available Nolan Farms home. Upgraded 

throughout. Gourmet kitchen with 6 burner 

Wolf range.  Stainless appliances. Luxurious 

master suite. One bedroom and full bathroom 

downstairs. Beautiful covered patio with BBQ, 

Fridge, etc.  A must see home!!!

(925) 551-3040

(925) 980-4603

(925) 551-3040

(925) 984-0550
warren@TheDemarinisGroup.com john@TheDemarinisGroup.com

Windermere  Select  Properties 4637 Chabot  Drive,  Pleasanton ,  CA 94566  |   925-551-3040

We Have Buyers!!! We Need Your Listings!

PENDING

SOLD
3633 Crow Canyon Rd.
Premium end unit overlooking open space. 

Best location available.  Vaulted ceiling.  Gated 

community.  Bright and cheery. Freshly painted.  

Abundant parking.  Attached garage.  A real 10

619 Rock Rose Ln. 
Stunning Alta Mira Home.  Elegantly remodeled 

throughout.  Custom Granite counters.  Cherry 

wood kitchen cabinetry.  Stainless appliances.  

Cathedral ceilings.  Plush carpeting.  Plantation 

shutters.  Crown molding.  Decorative staircase 

railing.  Office with built-in desk and book 

shelving.  Serene and private location

SOLD

SOLD

4725 First Street, Ste. 150 www.pruca.com/Pleasanton

California Realty

BRE#01499008

Karla 
Brown

Lois 
Cox

Tracey
Buescher

Sharon
Robinson

Karen 
Neuer

Steve 
Fast

Rich
Novotny

JoAnn
Schreiber

Pati 
Norris

Varsha
Upadhye

124 BARBER ST., LIVERMORE
Located on the East side of Livermore it’s a little 
doll home. This 3 bed/ 1 bath has a remodeled 
kitchen with granite counter tops. This home also 
features a newer bath, dual pane windows, large 
lot and a two car garage. Walk to schools and 
shopping. Offered at $429,000
TRACEY BUESCHER 925-352-7307
REALTOR® | BRE#01495743

DUBLIN 
Handyman’s Special. Tucked away on the 
west side of Dublin. 6 bedrooms, 3 baths 
plus family room and formal living and 
dining rooms with over 2200 Sq. Ft. on a 
large lot with a pool. $639,000
RICH NOVOTNY 925-989-7639
REALTOR® | BRE #00455262

5602 AMBERGLEN ST., DUBLIN
Great location at the end of the cul-de-sac, 
this 4 bedroom, 2.5 bath, 2180 sq. ft. home 
is on a premium 4343 sq. ft. lot. Central 
heat and air conditioning, 2-car garage, 
offi ce/bonus room downstairs, gas fi replace 
in family room, gas stove and eat-in kitchen. 
Offered at $775,000
SHARON ROBINSON 925-301-3728 
GRI, REALTOR® | BRE #00953997

5563 TAIT COURT, NEWARK 
This Newark home has 3 BR and 2 Baths. 
Updated inside and out. Kitchen has 
cherry cabinets with granite counters. 
Fireplace in living room, dual pane 
windows, ceiling fans, closet organizers, 
inside laundry. Very private backyard yard 
with patio and fi re pit. Contact Lois Cox for 
more details. $540,000
LOIS COX    925-400-7301
CRS, Broker Associate | BRE#01005829

1120 CANYON GREEN DR., SAN RAMON
Fabulous location at the end of a cul de 
sac, situated on the 13th green of Canyon 
Lakes golf course. Five bedrooms three 
baths with approx. 3068 sq. ft. on a 9750 
sq. ft. lot. The private yard is perfect for 
outdoor entertaining. 3-car garage, gated 
community with pool and tennis courts. 
Call for price and details.
STEVE FAST 925-785-8239
REALTOR® | BRE#01084321

7300 CRONIN CIRCLE, DUBLIN
Beautifully updated Kildara condo has two 
bedrooms and two bathrooms.  The kitchen 
has been updated with granite countertops 
and stainless steel appliances. The home 
has laminate wood fl oors, newer carpet and 
is freshly painted in neutral colors. There is 
a balcony off of the living/family room and 
an attached garage. Buyer’s Agent.
JOANN SCHREIBER  925-200-1454
GRI, REALTOR® | BRE #01460846

Thinking about 
a change?

With a FABULOUS offi ce and 
LOCATION, we have room 
for a few more agents so 

please contact me for
a confi dential interview.

Steve Fast, Manager
Steve.Fast@PruCA.com

925-785-8239

3372 SMOKETREE CMNS., PLEASANTON
Location, location, location…Coming soon near 
downtown Pleasanton..cute 2bed/2bath condo 
in the Smoketree Common Complex. Tawny 
park is in your backyard, walk to New Leaf for 
your grocery shopping.  Updated kitchen and 
bathrooms, split level model approx.. 863 sq. ft., 
with a 1 car garage! Great location in complex 
near the pool. Call for pricing.
KAREN NEUER   925-858-0246 
Broker Associate | BRE#O1514008

890 JEFFERSON AVE.,  LIVERMORE
Single story, detached, on a great corner 
location. 3 Bedrooms, 2 Full Baths, 
approx.. 1300 sq. ft., 2-car garage, 
hardwood fl oors, A/C, Walk to School & 
Shopping. Includes fridge & washer/dryer. 
$564,500
KARLA BROWN    925-200-1909
CRS, GRI, e-Pro Broker Associate #01349250

COMING SOON!

PENDING!

3656 GAINSBOROUGH TERR, FREMONT
Great investment or fi rst time buyer. 1166 sq 
ft condo in Northgate Community. 3 bed, 1.5 
bath, updated, wood laminate in living, dining, 
granite countertop, updated bathroom. Walk 
to schools, easy frwy and BART access. 
Nearest schools are Warwick, Thronton Junior 
and American High API Scores 907, 903, 842 
Current rent in the area is $1800/-
VARSHA UPADHYE   925-339-8090
REALTOR® | BRE#01706653

COMING SOON!

NEW LISTING!

COMING SOON!

SOLD!

PENDING!

SOLD!
SOLD!
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PLEASANTON/ LIVERMORE VALLEY   |   900 Main St     925.251.1111

        EXPLORE THE NEWapr.com Where people, homes and a bit of imagination intersect

PLEASANTON $2,895,000
Elegant Craftsman Style home, the 
finish work is extraordinary! 7500+/-sf, 
5bd/5.5ba,formal living room & library/
office.Bonus room with large alcove,court 
location, private lot and views.
3654 PONTINA CT

LINDA GOVEIA BY APPT 

PLEASANTON $1,879,000
5 bedrooms plus office and loft, 5.5 
bathrooms, stunning custom home with 
incredible finishes and amenities. 
7230 CLUBHOUSE DR

DOUG BUENZ BY APPT

LIVERMORE $1,299,000
Stunning luxury home in the Livermore 
Wine Country. 5bd/4.5ba, Granite, stainless, 
hardwood & tile throughout. Beautifully 
landscaped with basketball court
2294 MINERVA COURT 

LEIGH ANNE HOFFMAN  SAT 1-4; SUN 1-4

LIVERMORE $949,000 
Beautiful, highly upgraded 5bd+office,4ba,4 
car garage, end of court location, no 
rear neighbors, gourmet kitchen,built-
in entertainment center, abundant 
granite,hardwood & stone flooring.
6852 BROOKVIEW COURT

MIRANDA MATTOS BY APPT 

PLEASANTON $859,000
4bd,2.5ba, 2,126+/-sf home. Updated 
throughout, granite & cherry kitchen, tile 
floors, generous storage. Opens to family 
room, access to rear yard, spa garden 
areas and more!
3583 BALLANTYNE DR. 

MOXLEY TEAM BY APPT

PLEASANTON $699,000
Great single story home in Central 
Pleasanton. This 3 bed / 2 bath 1549 sq ft. 
home has been lovingly upgraded with 
many great features. The entire home has 
been redone. A Must See!
3502 WIND CAVE COURT

JULIA MURTAGH BY APPT

PLEASANTON $699,000
Charming single level, updated throughout, 
4bd/2ba, formal living, fireplace, 
corner lot next to Lydiksen elementary, 
park & community pool. Side yard 
access,sheds,covered patio and more!
4701 SANDALWOOD RD.

MOXLEY TEAM BY APPT

LIVERMORE  $639,000
"Almost everything you see is new, some 
you can't see is new too"! Beautiful 
remodeled 4bd/2ba, close to schools, 
shopping and Hwy 580. Move in ready!
5578 OAKMONT CIR

LESLIE FAUGHT BY APPT

LIVERMORE $699,000
4 bed 2.5 bath 2216 square feet 20,857 sq ft 
lot (almost half acre) Upgraded and move 
in ready with hardwood floors, granite 
kitchen, and incredible yard and pool. 
You'll LOVE this home! 
4194 COLGATE WAY 

LINDA FUTRAL BY APPT

LIVERMORE $479,800
Spacious Jensen area home. Clean and 
cute. Original owner. Garage conversion, 
with permits adds family room, inside 
laundry, 4th bedroom. Fabulous backyard 
with storage shed. new interior paint.
3889 SANTA CLARA WAY

SALLY BLAZE BY APPT
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