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Dr. Ralph Camacho, who 
retires this week as Valley-
Care’s veteran gastroenterolo-

gist, has probably seen more of us 
from top to bottom than we’d like to 
admit, but he’s also been a lifesaver 
to hundreds in Pleasanton. Over the 
last 35 years of practicing medicine, 
all of it with the ValleyCare Health 
System, Camacho estimates that 
he has performed 60,000-70,000 
colonoscopies, along with endosco-
pies, esophagoscopies and all other 
procedures involving what makes 
us tick. He must be good at it. His 
patients keep coming back and even 
commentators on Yelp write about 
his gentle touch.
 Camacho is more than a medi-
cal specialist, though. Early on, he 
joined committees at ValleyCare 
when its main medical facility was 
still in Livermore. He has now 
served on every panel the hospital 
has had. Last July, he resigned from 
the health system’s board of direc-
tors after two-and-a-half four-year 
terms. It was during this board 
service and with his guidance, Val-
leyCare gained momentum after 
several financially-troubling years 
to become the leading regional 
medical facility it is today.
 Camacho was raised in Pittsburg, 
and then enrolled as an aeronauti-
cal engineering major at Cal State 
San Luis Obispo with every intent 
of becoming an astronaut. But he 
was a bit too late. By the time he 
graduated in 1970, Americans al-
ready had landed on the moon and 
the list of wannabee astronauts was 
filled. So he switched to medicine, 
earning a medical degree at UC 
San Francisco and then completing 
his residency work at UCLA before 
moving to Pleasanton. In 1978 he 
opened a practice on Santa Rita 
Road and 10 years later, moved his 
practice into the new ValleyCare 
Medical Center when it opened.
 Camacho chose gastroenterology 
as a specialty because of its diversity 
and the chance to provide patients 
with the care needed for healthy 
lives. Technology, computer-track-
ing and advanced scoping systems 
keep getting better, allowing gas-
troenterologists with ever-better, 
closer and more detailed exams of 
the stomach, liver, pancreas, colon, 
esophagus and other abdominal 
pathologies, Not long ago, colonos-
copies, part of this specialty, were 
seldom discussed and too often 
avoided, Camacho says, often to the 

regret of patients who waited too 
long for the procedure. He credits 
TV news personality Katie Couric 
for broadcasting her own colonos-
copy with helping to alleviate the 
public’s fear over the process.
 Camacho insists that anyone 
who is 50 should have a colonos-
copy; anyone older should have 
had one by now. To bolster public 
awareness, Camacho and his col-
leagues at ValleyCare even hold 
annual Walks for Colonoscopies 
in Livermore, and ValleyCare’s 
promotions have helped encourage 
more patients to have the proce-
dure done.
 Medical practices have changed 
since Camacho first started his. 
Back then, he would spend 80% 
of his time with patients. Today, 
it’s the reverse, with as much as 
80% of his time required to pre-
pare, review, prescribe and discuss 
insurance and regulatory issues 
concerning his practice. That will 
get worse as state and national 
monitoring efforts and computer 
links increase. Even pharmacies 
will soon be involved, providing 
lists of patients’ medication to a 
national monitoring service that 
will determine if there’s a conflict 
in what’s being prescribed or too 
many drugs being handed out that 
could lead to overdoses.
 Looking ahead, Camacho and his 
wife Sue, who also has worked in 
the practice, are planning to travel 
in Europe, taking their time to look 
up long lost relatives in Italy, where 
her family roots are, and Spain, Ca-
macho’s ancestral home. Extended 
trips away from Pleasanton most 
often haven’t been possible because 
while his office closes at 6 p.m., 
patients with any kind of pain call 
after hours and he always rushes 
off to the emergency room to see 
them if there’s real trouble. It’s those 
frequent 16-hour days that led the 
Camachos’ son and daughter, now 
in their 30s, to choose different ca-
reers with regular work hours. This 
Christmas, the family will all be to-
gether in the Camachos’ Pleasanton 
home with no phones ringing to 
disturb the gathering. 

AROUND 
PLEASANTON

BY JEB BING

A holiday 
off at last for 
ValleyCare’s 
Dr. Camacho

About the Cover
Jax Rodriguez, 2, is obviously thrilled to meet the big guy in red as he and “mon-
key” visit Santa at ValleyCare Charitable Foundation’s annual fundraiser at the 
Palm Event Center. His parents, Steve and Lisa Rodriguez, reported that when 
Santa asked Jax what he wanted for Christmas, he enthusiastically replied: “A 
lollipop!” Design by Lili Cao.
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NEW STORE Coming Soon
CUPERTINO-DE ANZA STORE

10425 S. DE ANZA BL., CUPERTINO, CA 95014

Beef Finger MeatBeef Finger Meat

$439
lb$439
lblblb

Fuji AppleFuji Apple

White Shrimp (head on)White Shrimp (head on)

White YamWhite Yam

$599
lb$599
lblblbPreviously Frozen

Jumbo

Previously Frozen

59lb59 lb

79 lb79 lb

$279
ea$279
eaeaea

 

Offer only good while supplies last. No sales to dealers, restaurants or institutions. Sales in retail quantities only. Plus Applicable Taxes. 
Not responsible for typographical or pictorial errors. We reserve the right to correct all errors. Not All Products, Offers, Retails And Services Available At All Locations. 

Offer only good while supplies last. No sales to dealers, restaurants or institutions. Sales in retail quantities only. Plus Applicable Taxes. 
Not responsible for typographical or pictorial errors. We reserve the right to correct all errors. Not All Products, Offers, Retails And Services Available At All Locations. 

Stores in Northern California

WE FEATURE
FREE fry fish service
Dim sum & hot deli
Spacious aisles

Great varieties of groceries
Live seafood
Fresh meat & produce4299 Rosewood Dr.,

Pleasanton, CA 94588
Tel: 925.463.8899

PLEASANTON STORE

7333 Regional St.,
Dublin, CA 94568
Tel: 925.833.3999

DUBLIN STORE

Visit Us!

CONCORD CUPERTINO DALY CITY
DUBLIN FOSTER CITY FREMONT

FREMONT (MISSION) MILPITAS
MOUNTAIN VIEW NEWARK
PLEASANTON RICHMOND
SACRAMENTO SAN JOSE

Prices 
Effective:

12/21-
12/27/2012

Prices 
Effective:

12/21-
12/27/2012

Northern
California Stores

Northern
California Stores

www.99ranch.comwww.99ranch.com
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O
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F
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LIMIT 2
per purchase

Martinelli’s Sparkling
Cider (selected varieties) 
25.4 fl.oz + CRV

Martinelli’s Sparkling
Cider (selected varieties) 
25.4 fl.oz + CRV

Swanson Chicken
Broth  49.5 oz
Swanson Chicken
Broth  49.5 oz

$1299
ea$1299
eaeaea

I Mei Gift Pack
(selected varieties) 443-592 gm
I Mei Gift Pack
(selected varieties) 443-592 gm

Western Family
Frozen Vegetables 
(selected varieties) 16 oz

Western Family
Frozen Vegetables 
(selected varieties) 16 oz

$199
ea$199
eaeaea

Chung Hsiang Soda
Cracker (selected varieties) 
310-370 gm

Chung Hsiang Soda
Cracker (selected varieties) 
310-370 gm

$299
ea$299
eaeaea

$299
ea$299
eaeaea

Philippine Dried 
Mango  7.05 oz
Philippine Dried 
Mango  7.05 oz

Asian Taste 
Orange Drink-with pulp 
8 fl.oz.+ CRV

Asian Taste 
Orange Drink-with pulp 
8 fl.oz.+ CRV

Dr. Ralph Camacho

6766 Bernal Ave., #540
In front of new Safeway

Pleasanton, CA 94566
925.484.2547

M-F 9am-9pm, Sat 9am-6pm, Sun 9am-5pm

Next time. Save time.
Use Android App 
or iPhone App 

for online Check-In.
Over 3000 Salons in the US/Canada.

$6.99 haircut
For new clients — offer expires: 8/5/12
Not valid with any other offers. Limit one

coupon per customer. At participating salons.

PW-FP

Haircuts that fi t you.

We Accept Competitors’ Coupons.

$7.99 haircut
For new clients - offer expires: 1/15/13
Not valid with any other offers. Limit one

coupon per customer. At participating salons.

PW

$10.99 haircut
offer expires: 1/15/13

Not valid with any other offers. Limit one
coupon per customer. At participating salons.

PW

Looking for 
furniture, 
electronics, 
sporting goods, 
household items 
or freebies?  
Browse 
classifieds online 
or place  
an ad  
today!

  
fogster.com



Streetwise
ASKED AT A LOCAL COFFEE SHOP

What are your fondest Christmas 
memories?

Logan Dye
High school junior

Going skiing at Tahoe with my friends and 
family during Christmas week.

Dick Waldo
Retired local mayor and council member

When I was a kid in Bismarck, ND, it was 
too cold to go outside and build a snow-
man, so we stayed inside and opened pres-
ents around a big tree in the living room 
with lots of ornaments and lights. The tree 
always came from Minnesota, because there 
were no pine trees around Bismarck.

Mannie and Tom Shaffer
Retired UC Santa Cruz professor and business 
owner

When I was in the Marines my buddy 
and I were traveling in a snowstorm near 
Gastonia, NC, on Christmas Eve in 1945. 
We got stuck on a road. There were no 
hotel rooms available in town, so a city 
policeman offered us a jail cell to sleep in. 
It was warm and comfortable. Although 
it was Christmas in jail, it was better than 
being stranded in a car in a snow storm.

Jennifer Harrington and 
daughter, Hanna
Third-grade teacher

Listening to John Denver music in Colorado 
with my mother. Every Christmas we would 
go to Aspen and she’d play the music.

Bob Jolly
Retired attorney

When I was growing up in Alameda my 
grandmother lived downstairs in an old 
Victorian home with her son, and my moth-
er, aunt and I lived upstairs. My fondest 
memory is coming downstairs on Christmas 
morning and the pleasure I had in watching 
my grandmother open her gifts and her joy 
in having all of her family there. 

Have a Streetwise question? E-mail editor@PleasantonWeekly.com
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LIKE US ON FACEBOOK TO ENTER TO WIN A 
ONE-YEAR MEMBERSHIP*

www.facebook.com/clubsportpleasanton

7090 JOHNSON DRIVE | PLEASANTON, CA
 WWW.CLUBSPORTS.COM | (925) 271-0557

*CONTEST ENDS 12/31/12.

C L U B S P O R T . . .  my life
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MEMBERSHIP

Your local professionals, providing high-quality hearing
health care to the Tri-Valley area since 1986.

www.pleasantonhearingservices.com

Two Locations to Serve You

Pleasanton  925-337-8063
4460 Black Avenue, Ste. F

Livermore  925-344-4776
1524 Holmes, Bldg. D

HEARING
SERVICES

A Sound Approach
to Hearing Care

Most insurance companies accepted,
including members of Hill Physicians

Kenneth D. Billheimer, Au.D.
Sierra Brower, Au.D.

Jacque Pedraza

Since      1966

Jay Alan Jewelers
739 Main Street, Suite J

Pleasanton
(925) 462-5200

After 46 Years

Fine Jewelry 14K-18K & Platinum

Antiques & Fine Art

Liquidation Sale!

Everything Must Go!!

Tues-Sat

10:30am-4:00pm

GRAHAM-HITCH
MORTUARY

Dignified Care  
& Compassionate Service 

Since 1891

Advance Planning 
Made Easy

Call Deanna for a FREE 
 consultation. In-home 

visits available.

4167 First Street, Pleasanton

925-846-5624
Crematory Privately Owned  

& Operated
FD#429

Bloggers and 
freelance writers 

wanted.
Email writing 

samples to editor@
pleasantonweekly.com.



Newsfront
Sales tax going up

 Due to voter approval of 
Proposition 30, the statewide 
sales and use tax rate will in-
crease one quarter of one per-
cent (0.25%) on Jan. 1.
 The higher tax rate will apply 
for four years — Jan. 1, 2013 
through Dec. 31, 2016.
 For more information on this 
increase and a listing of tax 
rates, visit the California City & 
County Sales & Use Tax Rates 
webpage.

Gasoline prices 
dropping
 Gas prices in the Bay Area 
and across the state continue 
to fall in December, with every 
metro area in Northern Cali-
fornia registering a decrease at 
the pump since last month, an 
American Automobile Associa-
tion spokeswoman said.
 According to the AAA, Cali-
fornia’s average price for a gal-
lon of regular unleaded gasoline 
was $3.62, down 23 cents since 
mid-November. The average Bay 
Area price was $3.71, down 27 
cents over the same time period, 
according to the AAA. Overall 
demand is expected to remain 
low into 2013.
 The highest-priced gas in the 
Bay Area was in San Francisco, 
where motorists paid an average 
$3.83 per gallon. The lowest 
was in Vallejo, where a gallon 
averaged $3.49.

Walgreens to pay 
$16.5 million  
for violatons

 An Alameda County Superior 
Court judge has ordered the Il-
linois-based pharmacy company 
Walgreen Co. pay $16.57 million 
as part of a settlement for appar-
ent environmental violations.
 Together, 42 state district at-
torney offices and two city attor-
ney offices filed a lawsuit against 
the pharmaceutical company in 
June in Alameda County for ille-
gal waste disposal and improper 
handling of confidential medical 
information.
 The lawsuit was led by dozens 
of state and city offices includ-
ing the district attorney’s offices 
of Alameda, San Mateo, Santa 
Clara, Monterey and San Francis-
co counties. The lawsuit claimed 
more than 600 Walgreens stores 
statewide unlawfully handled 
and disposed of various hazard-
ous waste and materials for more 
than six years.

Corrections
The Weekly desires to correct  
all significant errors. To request  
a correction, call the editor  
at (925) 600-0840 or e-mail:  
editor@PleasantonWeekly.com

DIGEST
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BY JEB BING
 Long-time Alameda County Fair CEO and Bay 
Area Boy Scout executive Rick Pickering has been 
hired as the new general manager of the Califor-
nia State Fair, also known as Cal Expo.
 State fair board directors made the announce-
ment Tuesday, saying Pickering has accepted 
the offer to replace its current director Norb 
Batosik, who will retire Dec. 31. Pickering, 54, 
will start his new job Jan. 2.
 Pickering has headed the Alameda Fair for 14 
years in a period that saw the fair’s remarkable 
growth and after its low point when a gunman 
opened fire on fairgoers during a crowded Inde-
pendence Day fair. Fireworks, which drew tens 
of thousands to the fairgrounds each July 4, 
were canceled, although fireworks returned to 
the fair on a Friday night before Independence 
Day several years ago.
 Former Dublin Mayor Janet Lockhart, who now 
chairs the Alameda County Fair board of directors, 
will start the search for Pickering’s replacement.
 Named by Amusement Business Magazine as 

“One of the Most Creative CEO’s in America,” 
Pickering has served as the Alameda County 
Fair’s leader in a period that has drawn more 
than 3 million annual patrons to the Fairgrounds 
with some 300 events each year, The fair, itself, 
is recognized as one of the ‘Fastest Growing Fairs 
in North America” with a 44% increase in atten-
dance over the past four years alone.
 Home to the “Oldest One Mile Horse Race Track 
in America,” the county fair’s horse racing activity 
grew to a $1 million a year business unit. The fair 
also has earned a record number of regional, na-
tional and international industry awards.
 As CEO, reporting to a 26-member board 
of directors, Pickering has increased operating 
revenues by more than 150% and has become 
a sought-after international expert on fairs and 
festival management.
 Pickering began his career as assistant city 
manager of the city of Cerritos after graduating 
from the University of Southern California. He 
also gained executive management experience 
with posts in Manhattan Beach, then Torrance, 

then Costa Mesa, handling labor relations and 
negotiations, land use and redevelopment plan-
ning, media and public relations, political rela-
tions, and, at one time, serving as an interim 
director of public works.
 While the CEO at the Alameda County Fair, 
he also was selected chairman of the board of 
directors of the California Fairs Alliance in Sac-
ramento and since 2002 has served as president 
of the Western Fairs Association. Pickering also 
is the past president of the California Authority 
of Racing Fairs, past president of the California 
Fairs Service Authority and, from 1994 to 1998, 
was deputy general manager of the Orange 
County Fairgrounds.
 He is also the president of the board of direc-
tors of the San Francisco Bay Area Council of 
Boy Scouts, a position he has held since 1999. 
The father of Boy Scouts, Pickering used to go 
on overnight camping trips to the Fairgrounds 
in Pleasanton and regularly appears in a Scout-
master uniform during Memorial Day and other 
events in Pleasanton. 

Pickering leaving Alameda County Fair for top Cal Expo post

PUSD officials: 
Schools are safe

Emergency procedures in place 

BY GLENN WOHLTMANN
 In the wake of last week’s school shooting in 
Connecticut, the Pleasanton school district and 
school administrators are doing their best to let 
both parents and students know that schools 
here are safe, both physically and emotionally.
 Counselors were at schools across the district 
on Monday, offering emotional support for 
students who may need to talk about their reac-
tion to the fatal shooting of 20 students and six 
teachers in Newtown, CT. They’ve also reached 
out to staff members. 
 “There was a need,” said Hearst Elementary 
School Principal Michael Kuhfal. “There were 
counselors available for staff, there were coun-
selors available for students.”
 He said school counselors and others were on 
hand to provide information to parents asking 
what their kids should be told, and how to deal 
with children asking questions. Pleasanton is 
lucky, Kuhfal said, because many other district 
in the state have let all their counselors go to 
balance budgets.
 Kuhfal said parents in general should not allow 
their children to watch TV programs that have 
covered the mass killing. For kids who find out 
about the school shootings and ask questions, he 
said parents should acknowledge that it occurred, 
but should stress that they are safe.
 “‘Yes, there was a tragedy, but the bad guy’s 
gone,’” he suggested parents might say. “Turn it 
into a positive, that kids are safe.”
 Kuhfal said most direct contacts he had with 
parents over the last week were from them offer-
ing words of encouragement.
 “I think parents know I’m going to do what’s 
best for Hearst,” he said.
 Kuhfal has a thick binder filled with school 
safety procedures. While the Pleasanton Weekly 
has agreed not to disclose the specifics, Kuhfal 
outlined them generally, explaining that every 
school in the district has a similar plan.
 All schools do drills every month, and those 
include fire drills, earthquake drills and shelter-
in-place drills — such as those needed in a 
chemical spill. He said Hearst had already 
planned an intruder drill in January, but he 
added a second drill will probably be held be-
fore the end of the year.

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
 When Sarah Banholzer, 10, visited the 
Smithsonian Gift Shop this year she spotted an 
ornament made of recycled magazines. Since 
she loves crafts she bought the ornament to 
duplicate. As the season approached, Sarah 
had the idea to make lots of the ornaments 
and sell them to benefit Children’s Hospital 
Oakland; after further brainstorming she de-
cided to buy presents for the kids that have to 
be in the hospital on Christmas Day.
 Sarah knows what it’s like to be in the 
hospital. At age 5 she was diagnosed with 
acute lymphoblastic leukemia and endured 
16 months of treatments, which succeeded 
in putting the disease into remission. Today 
her health is excellent. “She does everything a 
‘normal’ kid does — swims on a swim team, 
plays on a softball team, enjoys spending 
time with her friends and such,” her mom 
Teri said. “We are so very grateful to Chil-
dren’s Hospital Oakland for all that they did 
to help Sarah beat this.”
 Sarah, with some help from her parents Teri 
and John, created more than 250 of the orna-
ments, which she sold along with hot cocoa 
Dec. 8-9 from a stand in front of their home 

on St. Mary Street. Having raised more than 
$1,000, she went shopping last weekend, fill-
ing three carts high with toys to bring to the 
hospital this week. “Hopefully we can bring a 
smile to these children’s face with a special gift 
for them,” Sarah and Teri wrote in an email. 

Sarah finds a silver lining

See SAFETY on Page 8

DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
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PLEASANTON 
 STONERIDGE MALL 

Call 925-398-6420 for more information. 

As one of the nation’s oldest and most trusted jewelers, Bailey 
Banks & Biddle is the obvious choice when selling your old 
gold and sterling silver. We’ll pay you top dollar for your  
unwanted jewelry, flatware and hollowware. Plus, we’ll give 
you 50% more if you take store credit or use your check  
toward a Bailey Banks & Biddle purchase within 30 days. We’ll 
also buy back your old diamonds, with an attractive bonus 
when you exchange for store credit. So bring in your gold, 
silver and diamonds today!

YOU CAN SELL YOUR GOLD TO A STORE THAT 
POPPED UP A YEAR AGO. OR TWO CENTURIES AGO.

 

SELL YOUR GOLD AND SILVER  
TO BAILEY BANKS & BIDDLE. 

BY JEB BING
 Voters will be asked to choose 
another candidate for the Pleasan-
ton City Council May 7 in a special 
election that will be by mail-in bal-
loting only.
 The vote is necessary to fill the 
council seat vacated by the election 
of Jerry Thorne to the mayor’s post 
last Nov. 6.
 Because of a change in the city’s 
Municipal Code a decade ago, vacan-
cies on the council must be filled by 
election, not appointment as used to 

be the law. Earlier this month, the 
City Council indicated it wants to 
return to that system and asked city 
staff to prepare the necessary legal 
procedures for doing that.
 The mail-in ballot will cost 
$250,000, a fee charged by the 
Alameda County Registrar to conduct 
the election. That’s still $100,000 
under what the county would charge 
for a traditional election where voters 
could choose between a polling place 
or the mail to cast their ballots.
 The balloting-by-mail process 

also can be done about a month 
faster than an election with polling 
places that could not be held before 
June. As it is, the winner of the May 
7 election won’t be seated on the 
council until June 4. 
 It’s not clear how a mail-in ballot 
will affect turnout in the May elec-
tion. Although a record-high 47% 
of all voters who cast ballots in the 
Nov. 6 election mailed theirs in, a 
majority, 53%, still preferred going 
to the polls. That 47%, City Manager 
Nelson Fialho pointed out, was not 

only the highest percentage of voters 
in Pleasanton, but also in any city in 
the county.
 The council had the option of 
changing the code now to allow 
for an appointment of someone to 
fill the vacant council seat, but that 
would have required an ordinance 
change, public hearings and time 
allowed for an appeal, putting the 
appointed council member in office 
about the same time that an elected 
one could be seated.
 “I think we should move ahead as 

planned this time, but start the pro-
cess that would allow future councils 
to appoint someone rather than re-
quire a special election,” said newly-
elected Councilman Jerry Pentin. 
“For me, to spent $250,000 for a 
mail-in election or $350,000 for a 
regular one doesn’t make sense when 
we are trying to find money for proj-
ects and capital improvements.”
 Fialho said the nomination pe-
riod to be on the May 7 mail-in 
ballot will open Jan. 14 and close 
Feb. 8. 

BY GLENN WOHLTMANN
 Deputy Chief Jane Moorhead has 
retired from the Livermore-Pleas-
anton Fire Department after almost 
18 years of service.
 In all, she has spent nearly 34 
years of public service. Although 
leaving the department, where a 
ceremonial final roll call was held 
this morning, Moorhead plans to 
continue doing one of the things 
she loves by teaching future fire-
fighters and paramedics at Las 
Positas College. She has taught 
EMT, Paramedic and Fire Science 
programs at both Las Positas and 
Los Medanos colleges.

 Moorhead is a Bay Area native. 
She grew up in Oakland and at-
tended Oakland High School and 
went on to complete a bachelor’s 
degree in Forestry at UC Berkeley.
 She began her public service ca-
reer in 1979 as a park ranger for the 
East Bay Regional Park District, and 
eventually joined the district’s fire 
department where she became one 
of two EMTs at the time.
 Moorhead became interested in 
a firefighter-paramedic position 
thinking that it seemed like “the 
best job in the world,” she said.
 “This job covers the gamut,” she 
said. “It’s fun and exciting and if 

youíre an adrenaline junkie, that’s 
good. It’s also giving to the commu-
nity — we’re all servants at heart.”

 “Being able to 
make someone 
feel better, to re-
lieve their pain, 
both mentally 
and physically, 
that’s the thing 
that really sus-
tains you as a 
person, it sus-
tains your soul,” 
she added.

 Moorhead completed Paramedic 
School at the Foothill/Stanford pro-

gram in 1989 and was hired by the 
city Benicia Fire Department.
 In 1995 she returned to Alame-
da County, joining the Livermore 
Fire Department as a Firefight-
er-Paramedic. She was promoted 
to Captain in 2001, to Battalion 
Chief in 2006, and to Deputy 
Chief in 2010.
 Throughout her career, Moor-
head has been heavily involved in 
training with an emphasis on EMS 
and Wildland Firefighting.
 She completed the California 
State Fire Marshal’s Master Instruc-
tor program in 2000 and is a mem-
ber of FEMA California Task Force 
and the East Bay Incident Manage-
ment Team.
 Moorhead is married to Bob 
Heady. They reside in Dublin with 
their certified therapy dog, Kylie. 

She and her husband enjoy cycling, 
hiking and kayaking and are avid 
world travelers.
 Having summers off will allow 
the pair a chance to do more 
traveling. While she has already 
visited all seven continents, Moor-
head and Heady plan to pack their 
truck and their dog to drive the 
Alaska Highway.
 “It’ll be good to not have to be 
any place at any particular time,” 
she said.
 The two also hope to finish 
a long-standing goal of visiting 
every major league baseball park in 
America. They’ve hit many of them 
so far, but large areas — including 
Texas and much of the South — are 
still on their agenda.
 “We still have a ways to go,” she 
said. 

Special election set for May 7 to fill vacant Pleasanton Council seat
Lawmakers also want to shift back to appointment option to save money, time

LPFD deputy chief retires
Moorhead will continue to serve the community by teaching at Las Positas

Jane 
Moorhead
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1-877-211-6614 (TTY users should call: 711)
Reference Code: TPW_1130

8:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m., 7 days a week. Se habla Español.

Coco’s 
7505 Dublin Blvd. 
Dublin

CareMore Care Center 
4270 Rosewood Dr. 
Pleasanton 

Coco’s 
7505 Dublin Blvd. 
Dublin

CareMore Care Center 
4270 Rosewood Dr. 
Pleasanton

CareMore Care Center 
4270 Rosewood Dr. 
Pleasanton

 for one of our friendly, informational events to learn how one of our Medicare Advantage plans can be the 
perfect fit for you.

CAREMORE (HMO AND HMO SNP) 
MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS 
ARE NOW AVAILABLE IN THE 
TRI-VALLEY AREA.
Now you can experience the CareMore 
difference firsthand.

We may be new to your neighborhood, but we’ve been providing 
innovative and focused healthcare for more than 15 years. At 
CareMore, you get much more than just a doctor — you get a team 
of medical professionals devoted to improving your health.

Get a FREE* TOTE BAG as our gift to you just 

for attending a local meeting.

*No obligation required. While supplies last.

CareMore (HMO & HMO SNP) is a coordinated care plan with a Medicare contract. The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. 
Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, premium and/or copayments/coinsurance may change on January 1, of each 
year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. This information is available for free in other languages. Please contact Member Services at 1-800-499-2793, 
TDD/TTY users should call 711. 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., 7 days a week (October 1 - February 14) and Monday - Friday (February 15 - September 30). Esta información también 
está disponible de forma gratuita en otros idiomas. Por favor llame al departamento de servicios para miembros al 1-800-499-2793 (los usuarios de TTY deben llamar al 
711), de 8 a.m. a 8 p.m., 7 días a la semana de octubre 1 a febrero 14 y de 8 a.m. a 8 p.m. de lunes a viernes de febrero 15 a septiembre 30. For more information contact 
CareMore. A sales person will be present with information and applications. For accommodation of persons with special needs at sales meetings, call 1-800-499-2793; 
TTY users should call 711 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., 7 days a week (October 1 - February 14) and Monday - Friday (February 15 - September 30). *Free with no obligation 
while supplies last. Y0017_111237A CHP Accepted (12012012)
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 With easy access to pretty much 
any school in the district — none 

of them are locked, for example 
— Kuhfal said it’s not so much a 
matter of keeping strangers out as 
it is protecting children.
 “If someone wants to do some-

thing, they’re going to find a way 
to do it, so we have to react,” he 
said, pointing out the gunman in 
Connecticut shot locks off doors.
 There are special teams, for safe-

ty, search and rescue and first aid, 
to name three. There are backups 
in case a staff member can’t be 
contacted or is off school grounds. 
There are backpacks and fanny 

packs with supplies in in different 
parts of the school.
 “Every staff member has a role in 
a drill. If an intruder happens, they 
know to get kids to a safe place,” 
Kuhfal said. “We also have a sys-
tem in place to account for every 
student (in case one is out of the 
room, such as using a bathroom).”
 And he said the Pleasanton police 
department, which comes to some 
school drills, has given Hearst a 
thumbs up.
 “Police going down halls here 
amazed how quiet it was,” Kuhfal 
said.
 The shooting has echoed across 
the state, with State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction Tom Torlak-
son and education leaders in Cali-
fornia, sending a letter to President 
Obama.
 “Our state Department of Educa-
tion and Emergency Management 
Agency jointly asked California’s 
schools last week to immediately 
begin reviewing their safety poli-
cies, and they are doing so. And 
in schools across California today, 
teachers, administrators, and clas-
sified employees are reassuring stu-
dents and parents that our schools 
remain safe places,” the letter says. 
“(We) are also prepared to heed 
your call for a wider national con-
versation about school safety.” 
 Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-
Calif.), author of an assault weap-
ons ban that expired in 2004, an-
nounced she will introduce up-
dated legislation early next year.
 “On the first day of the new Con-
gress, I intend to introduce a bill 
stopping the sale, transfer, importa-
tion and manufacturing of assault 
weapons as well as large ammuni-
tion magazines, strips and drums 
that hold more than 10 rounds,” 
Feinstein said. 
 She said she’s been working on 
the bill for more than a year and 
that it will focus “on the most dan-
gerous guns.”
 Kuhfal said the district has an 
opportunity to study what hap-
pened in Connecticut to increase 
school safety here.
 “We learn from the other situation 
to make sure we have procedures in 
place,” he said. “This is a safe school, 
and it’s my job to make sure kids 
are safe, not just physically safe, but 
mentally safe, too.” 

SAFETY
Continued from Page 5

NEWS

BY GLENN WOHLTMANN
 Pleasanton police suspect a crew 
is involved in a string of holdups 
and holdup attempts in Pleasanton, 
Dublin and Livermore.
 Two robbery attempts were re-
ported Dec. 13, one in Pleasanton 
at about 12:20 at a Rite Aid phar-
macy in the 2800 block of Hopyard 
Road and, minutes later, at Safeway 
in Dublin.
 A Rite Aid employee told police 
a lone man entered the pharmacy 
and presented a note claiming to 
have a gun and demanding narcot-
ics. The staff did not comply and 
the suspect fled the store on foot.
 The suspect is described as an 
unshaven white male in his early 
30s, 5 feet 3 inches to 5 feet 6 
inches tall and weighing 130 to 

140 pounds. He was described as 
having a very red facial complex-
ion and was wearing a light brown 
jacket and brown beanie cap.
 The Dublin store was locked 
down for about an hour, from 
about 12:40 to 1:40 p.m., after 
the pharmacy was robbed, wit-
nesses said.
 A Salvation Army volunteer out-
side the store said police told her to 
move her kettle and stay away from 
windows during the lockdown.
 As of about 2 p.m., technicians 
from Dublin police were still on the 
scene processing evidence.
 “They got some prescription 
medications, some Norco and a 
different derivative of Oxycontin, 
Percocet,” said Dublin Lt. Steve 
Brown.

 He described the suspect as 5 
feet 3 inches to 5 feet 5 inches tall, 
weighing around 200 pounds.
 Police now 
believe that at 
least two men are 
involved in the 
pharmacy hold-
ups and holdup 
attempts, because 
witness descrip-
tions are varied.
 “The descrip-
tions are too 
different,” said 
Pleasanton police Sgt. Kurt Schle-
huber.
 Two similar robbery attempts took 
place on Dec. 12, also just minutes 
apart. One occurred at about 6:15 
p.m. at the Lucky pharmacy at 6155 

W. Las Positas Boulevard.
 In that incident, a lone suspect 
also presented a demand note for 

narcotics and 
claimed to have 
a gun. That sus-
pect also fled 
without getting 
any drugs. As 
with the Dec. 
13 incident, no 
weapon was 
seen and no one 
was injured.
 The suspect in 

that holdup attempt was described 
as an unshaven white or Middle 
Eastern man, 30 to 40 years old, 
about 5 feet 8 inches tall and 190 
lbs. He was wearing a blue shirt 
and gray sweat pants.

 That holdup attempt came min-
utes after a similar robbery attempt 
at about 6 p.m. at the CVS phar-
macy on Regional Street in Dublin.
 No weapon was seen and no one 
was injured in any of the incidents. 
 Pleasanton police are working 
with police from Dublin and Liver-
more to determine if the attempted 
robberies are related to recent simi-
lar crimes in those jurisdictions.
 Police have received some tips, 
but so far, none have panned out, 
Schlehuber said.
 “When one agency gets a break, 
they’ll share it with us and that’ll 
help us solve the case,” he said.
 Anyone with information about 
these crimes is asked to call the 
Pleasanton Police Department at 
951-5100. 

Robbery team may be behind recent string of holdup and holdup attempts

Rite Aid suspect Luckys suspect
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Opinion
EDITORIAL THE OPINION OF THE WEEKLY

Visit Town Square at PleasantonWeekly.com 
to comment on the editorial.

With Christmas approaching, what better time is 
there to consider also turning your thoughts to 
supporting local nonprofit agencies and services 

that care for those in need not only during the holiday sea-
son, but year round.
 The Pleasanton 
Weekly 2012 Holiday 
Fund offers that op-
portunity. The contri-
butions you provide 
will go to Axis Com-
munity Health, Open 
Heart Kitchen, Pleas-
anton Partnerships 
in Education (PPIE) 
Foundation, Valley 
Humane Society and 
ValleyCare Health 
System, as well as to 
Hope Hospice, Pleas-
anton Cultural Arts 
Council, REACH, 
Sandra J Wing Therapies and Senior Support Services of the 
Tri-Valley.
 This year we are partnering with Silicon Valley Communi-
ty Foundation (SVCF), which will handle all finances related 
to the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund. That will allow 
donors to take advantage of a tax deduction for the dollars 
they contribute through the Foundation’s 501(c)(3) status. 
SVCF and the Pleasanton Weekly will handle all costs of the 
campaign. That means that every dollar will go directly to 
the 10 nonprofits with no administrative expenses.
 Each of these nonprofits desperately needs a financial 
boost. Despite a modest economic recovery in the Tri-
Valley, these are still-troubling times with unemployment in 
Alameda County, alone, at more than 8%. Needless to add, 
the so-called “fiscal cliff” is adding to uncertainties for these 
nonprofits as well as for all of us. In addition, the agencies 
we have targeted for assistance have found that they now 
have many more to serve as well as fewer dollars from their 
own regular donors who have found themselves at times 
facing financial, employment and health care challenges and 
uncertainties.
 Last year, when the state of the economy was perhaps even 
more dire, Pleasanton Weekly readers rallied to the call and 
contributed $104,000 in direct donations to the Holiday 
Fund. Help us do it again. Because Silicon Valley Com-
munity Foundation is handling the finances of this year’s 
Holiday Fund, donations should be made payable to that 
organization and sent to:

Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund
c/o Silicon Valley Community Foundation
2440 W. El Camino Real, Ste. 300
Mountain View, CA 94040

There is also an opportunity to donate through Pay Pal 
online at www.siliconvalleycf.org/pleasantonweeklyholiday-
fund.

All donations will be acknowledged shortly after being re-
ceived.   

We need your help
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We must stop 
culture of death

Dear Editor,
 As I walked the sidewalk in front 
of Pleasanton’s downtown shops 
on a gloomy Saturday afternoon, 
parents were holding their children 
just a little tighter than usual. Their 
hugs were a bit longer. Their brows 
appeared more furrowed.
 I wondered how those parents 
explained to their kids the tragedy 
that had occurred the day before 
at another small town across the 
country in Connecticut. A town 
much like Pleasanton that had sur-
vived so innocently for years had 
suddenly been violated.

 The grief of the nation envelopes 
us. Is this the America we know? 
Or is this some stranger that has 
invaded America? Has our cul-
ture deteriorated so much that we 
slaughter our young?
 This shared grief will remain 
with us for some time. Mourning 
takes years. The healing process 
can take a lifetime. Does America 
still have a lifetime? We all need to 
look deep inside our very souls and 
resolve to change this culture of 
death. We must come together and 
help those in need, those with seri-
ous psychological problems. We 
must stop ignoring the problem 
and instead solve it. We must ex-
amine our culture and decide if we 
can still support it. If not, we must 
agree to change it. Can we afford 
anything else?

 Victoria Emmons

LETTERS

Independence is all about choice. In how you 
grow your mind…In how you relax your 

body…In how you nurture your spirit. The 
Parkview is all about choice. Because you’re old 
enough to do whatever you choose.

The Parkview features apartments with 
kitchenettes and an array of  amenities. Separate 
memory care accommodations are on-site.

Call today for more information  
or to schedule a tour.

WHEN LIVING ALONE
BECAME TOO DIFFICULT,
I KNEW I NEEDED A
CHANGE. AS MUCH AS I
LOVE MY CHILDREN, 
MOVING IN WITH THEM 
SIMPLY WASN’T AN 
OPTION FOR ME. I LIKE 
THE PRIVACY OF MY OWN 
APARTMENT. I’VE BEEN 
INDEPENDENT ALL MY 
LIFE, AND I PLAN
TO STAY THAT WAY.

100 VALLEY AVENUE (FORMERLY JUNIPERO ST.) 
PLEASANTON

925-461-3042
WWW.ESKATON.ORG   MANAGED BY ESKATONLicense #015601283

THE INDEPENDENCE YOU WANT, THE ASSISTANCE YOU NEED.

 

VALLEY EYECARE CENTER
Medical Associates

Happy Holidays
From Our Family At 
Valley EyeCare Center 
To Yours

See your best! Look your best!

925-460-5000
5575 W. Las Positas Blvd. Ste #240 

Pleasanton

www.ValleyEyeCareCenter.com

Caring for the Tri Valley Since 1975

Jonathan Savell, M.D., Michael Gagnon, M.D.
Kala Swamynathan, M.D., Gina Trentacosti, O.D.

Jimmy Yip, O.D., Kien Ngo, O.D.

 

925-449-4000
28 Fenton St.  

Livermore  

 

Please 
donate 
to the 

Holiday 
Fund

Write a Letter to the Editor at Editor@PleasantonWeekly.com or put 
your opinion on Town Square at www.PleasantonWeekly.com. Letters 
must be 250 words or less.
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Individuals

Alan and Carol Cohen ...........500

Alan and Julia Casamajor ......100

Alice Desrosiers .....................100

Andy and Valerie Poryes .........100

Ann and Don Rathjen ..............**

Barbara W. Daniels .................**

Bert and Dee Brook ...............200

Bill and Carolyn Lincoln ...........**

Bill and Dottie Berck .............200

Bill and Fran Hirst ...................**

Bill and Maggie Foley...............**

Bill and Pat Ruvalcaba ...........300

Bill and Peggy Paris .................**

Blaise and Amy Lofland .........250

Bob and Julia Murtagh ..........250

Bob and Kathy Russman ..........**

Bob and Orley Philcox ...........500

Bob Williams ........................500

Bobby Jensen.........................250

Bruce and Cindy Yamamoto .....**

Bryan and Kim Baptist ...........250

Carlo and Geraldine  

Vecchiarelli ........................100

Carol Guarnaccia ..................100

Carole Peterson and  

James Brice ..........................**

Charles P. Barker ...................100

Charles Uhler ........................100

Chris and Debbie Scott ............50

Chris and Linda Coleman ........**

Chuck and Mary Shoemaker ..500

Clint and Tina Onderbeke ........**

Dave and Roz Gamble .............**

Dave Cryer ..............................**

Dean Buchenauer ..................100

Deborah Sweeley .....................**

Dee Haag ................................**

Dick and Peggy Karn ................**

Don and Jean Kallenberg .........**

Douglas and Mary Safreno ......**

Drs. Steven and  

Harley Williams ...................**

Earl and Dorothy Maddox .....100

Ed and Bernadette Dantzig ....250

Frank and Teresa Morgan ......200

G. Gary and Nancy  

Harrington ........................100
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Gene and Linda Johnson ........100
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Glenn and Janet Wenig ..........100

Greg and Peg Meagher ............**

Greg Landrum .......................500

Gretchen and John  
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Herbert and Stella Chang ........**
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Howard G. and Emilie  
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Iqbal and Tasneem  

Omarali MD ........................**

Isabel Curry .............................**

Jan and Jeb Bing ....................200

Jeff and Jeri Oh ........................**

Jerry and Toni Ulrich ................**

Joe and Sue Silva .....................**

John and Kay Stewart ..............**

John and Roxanne Plotts ..........**

John and Sharon Piekarski .....100

John and Sheila Sanches ..........**

John H. Marshall ...................100

Jonathan and Janet Allen .........**

Julie and Miguel Castillo ..........**

Kathleen Glancy ......................50

Kathy and Jeff Narum ............100

Kay and Charles Huff ..............**

Kem and Renee Kantor ............**

Ken and Barbara McDonald ....**

Lance and Kathy Ruckteschler ...150

Lonnie and Ronald Shaw  ......100

Lori and Mike Rice ..................**

Lou and Susan Astbury ............50

Marc and Becky Randall ........500

Margaret Mathias ..................500

Mark and Amy Arola .............250

Marvin and Nancy Rensink ......**

Merlyn Chestnut ......................**

Mike and Ilene Forman ..........250

Mike and Kris Harnett ...........150

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Sapone  

and Gretta Speakman ........100

Mr. Alan Purves .....................120

Mr. and Mrs. Albert  

Malatesta ..........................100

Mr. and Mrs. John G. O’Neill ...**

Mr. John P. Ferreri .................100

Mrs. Terry Messick-Cass  

and Mr. Barry Cass ............100

Ms. Betty Kirvan ....................100

Ms. Deborah MG Tomlin .........**

Ms. Lilibeth Smith .................200

Ms. Martha Mantei .................50

Nancy Cowan ..........................**

Nanda and Sangeeta  

Gottiparthy .........................**

Nicole, Ana, and  

Michael Fong .....................250

Olivia Sanwong .......................50

Pat and Ran Costello ...............**

Patrick Moore .........................50

Paul and Ann Hill ....................**

Paul and Lorraine Ebright ......100

Pauline Coe .............................**

Pearce Family ........................100

Pentin Family in honor of  

Mike, Matt & Diane ...........100

Pete and Julie Mason ...............**

Randy and Emily Yim .............100

Richard and Gloria Fredette .....**

Rick and Dawn Marie Barraza 250

Rick and Susie Decker ............100

Rita Rollar.............................150

Robert and Marianne Eisberg ..**

Rodger, Laura, and Stephanie 

Miller ..................................50

Ron and Kathy Anderson .......350

Ron and Marlene Sandberg .....**

Roseann Csencsits and Mike 

Kundmann ..........................**

Rudy and Marge Johnson ......100

Ryan Brown and Julie  

Harryman ..........................100

Sonal & Ajay Shah ...................**

Srikant and Christina Mantha ..30

Steve and Cris Annen .............100

Stuart and Cheryl Craig .........250

Susan Bovee ............................25

Susan Hayes ..........................100

Suzanne Emberton ..................**

The Browning Family - Rod, 

Christina, Alyssa, Danielle ..100

The Caldwell Family .................**

The Richwood Family ............100

The Ristow Family ...................**

Thomas and Patrice Morrow..200

Thomas Rasmus ......................20

Tim and Belinda Schultz ........100

Tim and Robin Neal ..............100

So far in the 2012 Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund campaign,  

239 donors have contributed $46,546 to the fund. 

Holiday Fund donors

HOLIDAY FUND

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
 Thanks to the Valley Humane Society, dog lovers 
who can no longer have pets receive visits from canines 
who bring them companionship and joy.
 In the Canine Comfort program, dogs go with their 
handlers to visit people in battered women’s shelters, 
the veterans hospital, senior housing, and at Alzheim-
er’s and other long-term care facilities.
 “Just a small amount of interaction increases their 
spirits and their health,” said VHS Executive Direc-
tor Melanie Sadek. “Alzheimer’s patients sometimes 
start talking about the dogs they had when they were 
little.”
 Valley Humane Society in Pleasanton is recognized 
and admired for the care it gives animals while look-
ing for their forever homes. Perhaps less well-known 
are the programs it runs to enrich people’s lives with 
animals.
 The Canine Comfort Pet Therapy teams are certified 
through VHS but its involvement doesn’t stop there.
 “We cover them for all their liability insurance, they 
report their hours, tell us where they’ve been, we sup-
ply the vests and do everything,” explained Sadek. “It’s 
an incredible partnership.”
 Its pet therapy teams also work with Paws to Read 
programs at six libraries in the Tri-Valley including 
Pleasanton’s, which was the first to partner pooches 
with children learning to read.
 “The dogs are non-judgmental reading partners,” 
Sedak noted.
 VHS also works with Hope Hospice on two pro-
grams, a pet grief support group, and caring for the pet 
of a person who is receiving end of life help.
 “When someone goes into Hospice care, if they don’t 
have relatives to care for their pet, we have volunteers 
who go into their home,” Sedak said.
 After they die, if no one in family can take the pet, 
VHS brings them into its system and adopts them 
out.
 “We’ve been doing this for quite awhile,” Sedak said. 
“Our last case was a golden retriever. We went in and 
walked the dog every day.”
 VHS also has a food program to make sure that 
people undergoing financial hardship are able to feed 
their pets.
 “Last year we distributed more than 20,000 pounds 
of food,” Sedak said. “We partner with food pantries 
that serve the low-income.”

 This helps people keep their loving pets, which is 
good for them — and good for shelters. The food is 
donated by individuals as well as Safeway, Pet Food 
Express, Murphy’s Paw and other outlets.
 Valley Humane Society also partners with Meals on 
Wheels, giving the drivers food for clients’ pets.
 “We found that they would feed animals part of their 
meal,” Sedak said. “You can imagine how important 
this program is if you have seen a dog eat yellow curry 
chicken.”
 Since the meals are portioned based on a person’s 
health needs and dietary requirements, it is important 
that the food not be shared, she added. 

 Donations to the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund 
will help pay for these valuable program of the Val-
ley Humane Society, which has an annual budget of 
$550,000. Except for the Maddie’s Fund Adopt-athon 
in June, which yielded $63,000 for VHS, it raises its 
own money with its Hidden Gardens of the Valley Tour 
each spring, and Paws in the Park, a pledge-driven dog 
walk, in the fall.
 Valley Humane Society finds homes for every pet it 
takes in. A few stay a long time. Some develop health 
problems, which can be a big expense.
 “We had a cat named Joey whose front leg needed to 
be amputated; that was $3,300 for one animal,” Sedak 
said.
 Another needed thyroid and radiation treatment. 
When a schnauzer had to get a titanium plate recently, 
they held a special fundraiser.
 As Christmas approaches, the cheery facility in 
Pleasanton is busy with people wanting to adopt dogs 
and cats. 
 “We do our best to try to get as many animals as 
we can into new homes for the holidays,” Sedak said 
last week. “Right now we’re probably at about 55 to 
60. And my veterinarian technician came in to tell me 
that municipal shelters are calling — they’re impacted 
like crazy by dogs. The have two to three to a kennel. 
We’ve got to get those dogs new homes.”
 “It’s a myth that you shouldn’t adopt during the holi-
days,” she added. “A survey just came out last year that 
said 60% of animals were a gift. If parents want to come 
in and get a puppy for their child for Christmas, they are 
the primary caregivers, there is no difference.”
 Last week Sedak was waiting for 10 puppies from 
Tri-City Animal Shelter in Fremont. The state does 
not require a holding period for those under 8 weeks 
old without mothers so they can be euthanized im-
mediately, she explained, and volunteers will bottle 
feed very young puppies and kittens. Such animals are 
susceptible to illness, which wreaks havoc with her 
budget.
 “We really rely on the community for volunteers and 
for donations,” she said. “We have fosters and about 
500 volunteers. Over 120 of those are pet therapy 
volunteers. The rest all volunteer in some capacity in 
the shelter. It is the power of volunteers that keeps the 
shelter running — their dedication is unbelievable.”
 For more information about Valley Humane Society, 
visit www.valleyhumanesociety.org, telephone 426-
8656 or drop in at 3670 Nevada St. Meanwhile, make 
a donation to the Holiday Fund. 

Holiday Fund helps animals 
bring joy to everyone

Valley Humane Society has programs that share the love

COURTESY VHS

Roy Chrisman is soothed by a dog visiting the veterans 
facility in Livermore with Valley Humane Society’s Canine 
Comfort Pet Therapy. Such programs are helped by the 
Pleasanton Weekly’s Holiday Fund.

COURTESY VHS

Join the Valley Humane Society in helping all of its pets find 
their “home for the holidays.”
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Tim and Teri Bush ....................... **

Vincent and Sarah Ciccarello ........**

Violet T. Masini ............................50

Businesses & Organizations

Beratlis Automotive ......................**

California Self-Defense  

Consultants ..............................**

DeBernardi Development 

Construction and Remodeling ...**

E. Dennis Glafkides Medical 

Corporation .............................25

Mission Pipe Shop and Cigar  

Lounge ...................................100

Pleasanton Pet Sitting .................100

Time 4 Order-Professional 

Organizing ..............................100

Tim McGuire - Alain Pinel  

Realtors ................................1000

Chamberlin Associates ............10000

Ponderosa Homes ......................500

Walt Lupeika, CPA .....................100

Karen E. Morliengo MFT ...............50

Sue Evans Photography ..............100

In Memory of

Allan Hillman, Randy and  

Margie Warner, from David  

and Marian Hillman................150

Barbara Burton ..........................100

Betty Patrick .................................**

Dody Guasco .............................200

Doris Cink and Charles Glass ........**

Doris T. Walberg ........................100

Elizabeth Traille ..........................250

Eugene Stanley .............................**

Gam and Papa Abbott .................**

Jacqueline Woodruff ...................250

Janet Reichlin, From Mike, Lori,  

and Michael Reichlin...............100

John A. Mavridis ...........................**

Judy Perko ..................................100

Karen and Tom Elsnab from Hathi 

Winston and Jerry Prettyman ...100

Kathy Capitani ...........................100

Mary L. Erickson ..........................**

Mary May ..................................300

Mike (Whitey) Whitener................**

Nicholas Daniel Lesser ..................**

Norm Bottorff ............................100

Our Mom Lora Bulatova ...............**

Owen Saupe .................................**

Robert D. Williams .......................**

Robert S. Kilpatrick ......................**

Roselle Grimes, Verna Plummer, and 

Evelyn Schrick from Steve, Pam 

and Mitch Grimes .....................**

Roy, Eva, Archie and Adeline .......100

Sharon Carroll, from The Staff at 

Valley Humane Society ............100

Sheldon Thorson ..........................50

Zelinsky ......................................250

Tricia Martin - Love You Always & 

Forever, Love, Mom ..................**

Elizabeth Ng ...............................500

Sarah Anne Lees .........................100

George Speliotopolous, Ed Kinney, 

Hank Gomez, from Roger Dabney, 

Dee Wilson, Ralph Romero .......**

WM and Alice Marsh ....................**

Gene Strom, Keith Strom, Donna 

Kolb-Miller, William Kolb ........400

John Manzone from the Manzone/

Crabill Family ...........................**

Lee Montgomery, from Frank and 

Muriel Capilla ...........................**

Bill Haraughty ..............................25

Richard and Cheri Stout .............100

June and Michael Carboni ..........100

Rick Aguiar...................................**

Dr. E. John Ainsworth ...................75

Harold, May, and Mike Consedine ..**

Mary Ann Butler and Juanita Haugen, 

from Sarah A. Warnick ...............**

Mary Ann Butler and Juanita 

Haugen, from Jerry T. Thorne ....**

Mary Ann Butler and Juanita 

Haugen, from Robert J. Lane .....**

Thomas McCague, donated by  

Annie Sjodahl .........................150

Raymond Ulatoski, donated by  

Jeff Ulatoski ............................150

Dick Waldron .............................100

Karl K Witze ...............................500

James B. Kohnen ........................150

Richard Brierly ............................100

Ruth DeFreece ..............................**

Our beloved dog, Georgia ...........100

Ron Silva ......................................**

John A. Silva ...............................100

Hank Gomez from Dorothy, Frank 

and Debra Gomez  ..................150

Chris Beratlis by Coffee Shop Guys ..**

Robert C Bush ............................500

Buddy Holliday by Sandra  

Holiday ..................................110

In Honor of

Ernie Goble from Bob and Marilyn 

Grimes .....................................**

Our “3 R’s” ..................................**

My Grandchildren ........................25

Jana Grant .................................100

As a Gift for

Dan and Lou Lincoln ....................**

HOLIDAY FUND

Enclosed is a donation of:$__________________________

Name:  __________________________________________________________________

Business Name:  ___________________________________________________________

(Only required if business name is to be listed as donor in the paper)

Address:  _________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:  ___________________________________________________________

Email:  ___________________________________________________________________

Phone:  __________________________________________________________________

Credit Card (MC, VISA, or AMEX):  _________________________________________

Expires:      /      Signature:  ______________________________________

I wish to designate my contribution as follows (select one):

 In my name as shown above   In the name of business above 

-OR-

 In honor of:    In memory of:    As a gift for: 

_____________________________________________________________________

(Name of Person)

The Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund is a donor advised fund of Silicon Valley 
Community Foundation, a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. A contribution to this 
fund allows your donation to be tax deductible to the fullest extent of the law.

All donors and their gift amounts will be published in the Pleasanton Weekly unless the 
boxes below are checked.

 I wish to contribute anonymously. 

 Please withhold the amount of my contribution.

Weekly
Pleasanton

PRINT & ONLINE

Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund

Donor Remittance Form

Make checks payable to Silicon Valley Community Foundation and send to:

Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund

c/o Silicon Valley Community Foundation 

2440 West El Camino Real, Suite 300

Mountain View, California 94040

Credit card gifts may be made at: 

www.siliconvalleycf.org/pleasantonweeklyholidayfund

Scheduled to receive 75% are:

■ Axis Community Health
■ Open Heart Kitchen 
■ Pleasanton Partnerships in Education (PPIE) 

Foundation
■ Valley Humane Society
■ ValleyCare Health System
■ Hope Hospice

Receiving the other 25% are:

■ Pleasanton Cultural Arts Council
■ REACH (Resources Education Activities Com-

munity and Housing) for special adults of the 
Tri-Valley

■ Sandra J. Wing Healing Therapies Foundation
■ Senior Support Program of the Tri-Valley

The following agencies will be supported by the Holiday Fund. 

**The asterisk designates that the donor did not want to publish the amount of the gift.

The Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund

The Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund was created to provide 

financial support from our readers for a select group of local non-

profit organizations to help alleviate the needs that exist, despite our 

community’s prosperity. This marks the ninth year of the Pleasanton 

Weekly Holiday Fund. It provides an opportunity to aid local groups 

at a time when the numbers of those without jobs or with low-pay-

ing jobs and few if any health benefits have increased.

We are pleased to announce that this year we will partner with 

Silicon Valley Community Foundation, which will provide all the 

administrative support for the campaign at no cost. As before, 

the Pleasanton Weekly will donate marketing services, as well as 

advertising space. This means that all money raised can support 

the people in our community.

We appreciate your support of the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday 

Fund and these worthy nonprofits.
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COVER 

Landon and Blake Kenney, the sons of Bill and Julie Kenney, enjoy meeting
kindergartner and Blake is a third-grader at Walnut Grove Elementary.

Visiting wit
Derek and 

Ashley Luckinbihl, 8, a student at Valley View Elementary, enjoys 
the huge gingerbread house at Castlewood Country Club

Lizzie, 7, visits with Santa at Coffee Ali in Pleasanton. She is the 
daughter of John and Lisa Loundagin and is a second-grader at 
Alisal Elementary.Santa, 11-year-old Taylor Potter and Wally enjoy their visit at the Dan-

ville Livery where all donations benefit Animal Rescue Foundation.

This classic old photo is a favorite of the Miller family, with Col-
lin showing none of the toughness he displayed on the varsity 
football field where he played as a sophomore at Amador Valley 
High. Sister Kayla is now a freshman at University of Arizona.

Sarina Mandal, 8 months, and sister Neela, 3, visit Santa 
at Stoneridge Shopping Center with their parents Oanh 
and Sanjit Mandal. Neela goes to Quarry Lane Preschool.

Tyler Tarpley, 8, comforts little sister McKenna, 19 months, while broth-
er Tanner, 5, is all smiles. The boys attend Hearst Elementary School.

Bailey Cano, 6 months, meets Santa for the first time. 
She’s a frequent visitor to the Tri-Valley to visit grand-
ma and grandpa.

Who is this? What is this? Camille Ryan, 10 months, pa-
tiently inspects her new friend in color-coordinated red 
and white while enjoying the feel of his furry sleeves. She 
will be visiting relatives in Pleasanton on Christmas Eve.

Dutch, an obedience school dropout who lives with Thomas 
Painter, meets Santa at the Valley Humane Society fundraiser.

Last year’s cover boys, JJ and Lucas McNamee, visit with Santa 
again at Stoneridge Shopping Center. Lucas, 6, is a first-grader 
at Donlon Elementary and he would love to get his front teeth 
for Christmas. JJ attends Gingerbread preschool.

 It’s a tradition: Clad the kids in their holiday finery and trot them 
down to the mall or other venue to pose with Jolly Old St. Nick for 
a Christmas photo. 
 Babies are stunned by the experience. Young toddlers are terrified. 
Then comes the age when they are in awe of the magical man from 
the North Pole as they share their wishes. 
 Pictures sent in by our readers this year chronicle all these stages of 
seeing Santa — and the magic of Christmas. We hope you enjoy the 
pictures — and that Santa fills your stocking with wonderful things.

—Pleasanton Weekly staff

seeingSanta
Kids enjoy — or don’t enjoy — this rite of passage at Christmastime
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STORY

Lexie Lozano, 8 months, meets Santa for the first time at Stoneridge Shopping 
Center, with her cousins, Karlie Rocha, 3-1/2, and Kaylee, 5. Lexie’s parents are 
Jay and Katie Lozano; Karlie and Kaylee’s parents are Ken and Keri Rocha. Karlie 
attends Gingerbread Preschool, and Kaylee is in kindergarten at Donlon. The 
photo was submitted by proud Grandma Patty Frankson.

Giselle Tracy, 2, enjoys a trip to the Santa Cruz Mountains to 
cut down a Christmas tree, searching for Santa in a hollow 
log. Giselle is now 8 years old and lives in Austin, Texas, with 
her dad Dan, who grew up in Pleasanton, her mom Erin, and 
her brother Tyler.

g Santa at the Hebert’s annual holiday party. Landon is a 

Kylie Olson, 8, talks to Santa at The Grove in Los 
Angeles with her new doll, Caroline, that she just 
got at American Girl in the mall. Kylie, the daugh-
ter of Kim and Gary Olson, and a third-grader at 
Vintage Hills Elementary, requested an underwa-
ter camera from Santa to take photos and videos 
of her friends, family and her dog, Bodie.

The Newman kids, ages 6, 4 and 1, just weren’t into 
Santa that much in 1999 when they visited him at 
Stoneridge mall. Now Sarah, a 2012 Amador Val-
ley High grad, attends University of San Francisco 
in the School of Nursing; Parker (being pushed 
into place by mom) is a junior at Amador and was 
shown catching the football recently on our sports 
page; and Garret is an eighth-grader at Pleasanton 
Middle School and a musician. Another son, Kyle, 
who was just a twinkle in his parent’s eye in 1999, is 
a fourth-grader at Vintage Hills.

Betsy Sedlak (second from left) enjoys Father Christmas with her friends (l-r) Maimann Moller and 
Krista Hasemeyer at Tivoli Gardens in Copenhagen. Betsy, the daughter of Mike and Merry Sedlak, 
graduated from Foothill High in 2008 and UC Davis in 2012, and is now playing professional volleyball 
in Europe for Fortuna Odense Volley in Odense, Denmark.

Marcus Johannesson (above) and Alexander Johannesson (left) 
enjoy meeting Santa at the East Bay YMCA Breakfast with Santa.

h Santa in Disneyland the week before Thanksgiving is the Kvistad family, all huge Giants fans: parents 
Erin, and David, 9, Daniel, 9, and John, 6, who attend Valley View Elementary School.
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Christmas memories
‘All 10 of us children rushed under the tree to see what Santa brought’

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
 You can’t miss Mary Tange, 88, when 
you enter the Pleasanton Senior Center. 
She volunteers as a greeter, sitting at a 
desk facing the front entrance to cheerfully 
welcome everyone and guide them to their 
destination.
 Although Mary lives very much in the 
present in a spacious home in Pleasanton, 
where she moved 12 years ago to be near 
family, her face lights up as she remembers 
her girlhood on a farm outside Ashtabula, 
Ohio.
 “It’s 60 miles outside Cleveland, on Lake 
Erie,” she explained. “I had nine siblings. 
There were six brothers in a row, then me, 
then three sisters in a row.”
 Their last name was Naebauer. Her father 
was from a wealthy German family and had 
been sent to America in the early 1900s to 
escape the war in Europe.
 “My father was very strict,” she recalled.
 Her mother was born in Massachusetts 
and was a midwife.
 “I asked my mother why she kept having 

children and she said because she wanted 
girls,” Mary said with a laugh.
 Born in 1924, she clearly remembers her 
family producing all their own food during 
the Depression, growing what they needed 
and raising cows and hogs in addition to the 
chickens. 
 “We traded for the things we needed,” she 
said. “We had our own smokehouse, for the 
hog, and everyone wanted fresh eggs.”
 The children had a stand by the road to 
sell their apples although they mainly want-
ed to make sure they didn’t go to waste.
 “First we put up a sign that said ‘Free’ and 
no one wanted any. Then we put up a sign 
that said ‘1¢ ’ and people bought them,” she 
said.
 Mary recalls the abundance of flour sacks 
in their home, which her mother used to 
make their bloomers and other clothes. 
They each had one pair of shoes for school 
“and our Sunday shoes.”
 “My mother baked. She was Hungarian 
and Polish,” Mary said. “We lived down a 
hill and we would smell my mother’s baking 

DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

Mary Tange, 88, a greeter at the Pleasanton Senior Center, remembers growing up on a farm outside 
Ashtabula, Ohio.

Peace on earth starts here.
Ask about our Holiday Gift Card

Specials and Promotional Packages!
Buy 3 Gift Cards, Get One FREE!
$98 Facial and Massage Package!

925-226-7977
3003-A Hopyard Road, Pleasanton

Trust us.
She doesn’t want  

pajamas this Christmas.

Cardinal Jewelers
925.416.1111   |   3003-B Hopyard Rd

www.cardinaljewelers.com

Come visit us at our new location!
Gourmet Kitchenware and Cooking Classes

Spoil your chef this Christmas!
(925) 600-PANS (7267)   www.pansonfi re.com

3059-J & K Hopyard Road

C
r
e
a
t
i
v
i
t
y

Jazz, Tap
Ballet, Lyrical

Modern, Hip Hop
Art Lessons for all Ages

www.Expressions-Dance-Arts.com   925-200-9908

Free Trial 
Dance Class 
in January

EXPRESSIONS
DANCE & ARTS

Brighten your day  
with a holiday bouquet!

Alexandria’s Flowers

2012

(925) 484-1149
 

Tom Dote Farmers Insurance
CALL TODAY to hear about

our money-saving discounts!

925-463-3900
3037 Hopyard Rd., Ste. R,  

Pleasanton, CA
facebook.com/DoteInsuranceAgency

Home   |   Auto   |   Life   |   Commercial

This Coupon Will Expire 12/21/13

BRING THIS COUPON IN FOR
30 MINUTES OF FREE DROP- IN TIME

Wondering what Drop-In is?
Call us to fi nd out more!

(925) 484-1547

Play- Well Pleasanton
5737 Valley Ave. Ste A
94566

We Off er Classes/Camps/
Birthday Parti es and much more!

Come in and check us out!

Present this ad when you 
buy one sandwich and 
receive one sandwich  
half off.  Valid until 

December 31, 2012.

3059-I HOPYARD RD.  |  (925) 600-7455  |  WWW.MRPICKLESINC.COM

Happy Holidays from Mr. Pickle’s

Located at Hopyard and Valley in Pleasanton:
Bldgs. 3003, 3015, 3037 and 3059 Hopyard Road

and Bldgs. 5725, 5737 and 5765 Valley Avenue
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and run down that hill.”
 Her father worked at a place that made 
pitchforks, hoes and other implements, and 
two of her brothers were employed by the 
WPA.
 Mary relishes her memories of life on the 
farm and the holidays. They would decorate 
their tree on Christmas Eve.
 “Most of the things on the tree were hand-
made,” she said. “We had a forest behind us 
where we cut the tree down.”
 They walked a mile to midnight Mass since 
they didn’t have a car, and she recalls with a 
laugh how they would run home afterward.
 “When we got home, presents would be 
under the tree. We all got only one thing. 
The girls got a doll and the boys got sleds. 
My father made the sleds.”
 Her father also created a clever sled for 
them to use on the grassy hill behind their 
house during the summertime.
 “We couldn’t touch the presents until we 
were all in the house. Then we all dove 
under the tree to find our name,” Mary 
recalled. “I tore the paper off to find my 
doll.”
 When it snowed, her father would dig 
them out of the house, she said. And the kids 
walked through the snow to the bus stop.

 “I don’t miss that at all,” she said. “But I 
would run and play in the snow — I was a 
tomboy.”
 When she was in third grade her father 
lost his job, they either lost or had to sell 
their farm, and her family moved into “the 
city,” Ashtabula.
 “It was a terrible experience,” Mary re-
membered, shaking her head. “It took me 
one year to eat an egg; I was used to fresh 
eggs from our own chickens.”
 The house was smaller, too, with four little 
bedrooms upstairs. Since all the children were 
still living at home, they removed walls on the 
second floor to make two large rooms, one for 
the boys and one for the girls.
 In high school it wasn’t easy having six 
older brothers.
 “There were several boys I liked but my 
brothers said, ‘Don’t touch my sister,’” she 
recalled. “But I did go out, in a group.”
 After high school she went to business 
college and moved to Cleveland with a 
friend.
 “The Salvation Army had a home away 
from home,” she said. “It was $10 a month, 
with breakfast and dinner.”
 She shared a room with another young 
woman named Mary and it became confus-

ing because they were both blond and had 
the same name.
 “They started calling me Nae,” she said, a 
name that stuck.
 She met her husband Vince when he was 
attending podiatry school; they came to 
California on their honeymoon to visit his 
mother and sister.
 “His mother talked him into signing up 
at the school of podiatry in San Francisco. 
When we got home he was notified he was 
accepted. We packed up the car and came 
back,” she said.
 “I was homesick for a year. Then I went 
back to visit and I couldn’t take the soot and 
the cold. When you hung out the clothes 
they’d be stiff as boards.”
 She and Vince lived in San Bruno for 50 
years and raised their two sons, who now 
live in Petaluma and Pleasanton. Her four 
grandchildren are 27, 25, 23 and 21.
 “Three boys and one girl,” she said.
 She’s the only survivor of the 10 siblings; 
two of her brothers died in World War II.
 Ten years ago the Naebauers had a re-
union and more than 100 showed up, she 
said. 
 Mary Naebauer, aka Nae Tange, is a long 
way from the farm, but she’s a smiling pres-

ence at the Senior Center, where she also 
ran the poker games for many years. Child-
hood memories are wonderful but she’s 
enjoying being in the here and now. 

6189 Preston Avenue, Livermore  |  925-243-1376
www.prestigefurniture.net 

Mon - Fri 10am-8pm  Sat 10am-7pm  Sun 11am-6pm
*Minimum purchase of $1,000 to qualify for paying no sales tax offers or extended fi nancing offer. Does not apply to previous purchases, 

fl oor samples, layaways, Prestige Furniture online prices & clearance items. Some items used for representational purposes only. 
We reserve the right to correct printed errors. Financed prices slightly different. Sale ends 1/6/2013

$ 499Dual
Reclining Sofa
Reclining Loveseat Available

5 Pc. Dinette Set $649 5 Pc. Queen
Bedroom Set
Includes Queen Headboard,
Footboard, Rails, Dresser & One Nightstand

$ 399
Was $624 Was $812

Includes Table & 4 Side Chairs
FREE BENCH WITH PURCHASE
OF THIS SET

Was $499

FREE 
BENCH

HOT
BUY

HOT
BUY

Our huge 30,000 sq. ft., professionally designed, 
showroom is bursting with values! TWO INCREDIBLE 

SALES IN ONE; saving you hundreds possibly thousands. 
People come from all over the Livermore Valley to fi nd 
furniture of their dreams all at AFTER CHRISTMAS & 
NEW YEAR’S SAVINGS! Don’t miss this once a year 

savings sale! Hurry in for best selection!  

THIS PROGRAM WILL BE ON SALE STARTING NOV. 15TH, 2012 

AND THE MEMBERSHIP WILL BE GOOD THROUGH DEC. 31, 2013.

See any golf shop staff member for additional details and to sign up. 

Join the "Preserve Club" and 
you receive all the benefi ts:

A Great Christmas Gift

Two free rounds of golf that you can use anytime. (Cart Included)

$10 off our "rack rate" on weekends.

$5 off our "rack rate" on weekdays.

One hour early twilight rates, seven days a week.

Five free large range buckets.

20% off non-sale merchandise items.

10% off restaurant purchases.

Now open to Ladies, Seniors & Callippe Club!
You can receive your discount of $10

and $5 during regular tournament play.

$$$$
.0000000
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www.fazrestaurants.com

925 460 0444 • 5121 Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton 

Special Holiday Menu offered from 5:00pm to 9:30pm
DJ & Dancing from 9:30pm to 1:00am

Call 925.460.0444 for more information

Call To Make Your Reservations Today!
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TREAT YOURSELF TO A LITTLE EUROPEAN PAMPERING
Complimentary wax for first time guests.
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waxcenter.com

europeanwax
PLEASANTON  /  925 484 2900
6770 Bernal Ave., Suite # 430  /  Pleasanton, CA 94566
In the Safeway shopping center

Keeping memories fresh
Photos still worth a thousand words

 Cell phones are great to capture the mo-
ment as are digital cameras, with photos 
easy to sort, send or share. But some of us 
still like to tuck our memories away in a 
photo album or scrapbook.
 If you don’t own a high quality printer, 
it’s easier than ever to make prints at any 
drugstore chain 
with only a few 
seconds to wait. 
The trick is not 
to let the photos 
accumulate, espe-
cially in the case of 
a new baby. Make 
prints often and 
tuck them away 
immediately in an 
album or frame.
 A fancier way to 
document memo-
ries is to create a 
special scrapbook. 
This hobby has 
become so popu-
lar that “scrap-
booking” is now a 
recognized word.
 The Pleasanton scrapbooking store near 
Raley’s has closed but Michael’s in Dublin 
or Richard’s in Livermore and Alamo have 
large sections with scrapbooks, pages and 
accessories plus helpful personnel. Classes 
are held periodically for everyone from 
beginners to enthusiasts wanting to share 
new ideas.
 Scrapbook Expo is taking place at the 

Alameda County Fairgrounds from March 
15-16, with national manufacturers and 
local retail stores selling scrapbook sup-
plies to the public. This year’s event will 
feature four crop parties and technique 
filled workshops. 
 Organizers promise something for every 

skill level and 
area of interest 
so it’s a chance 
to be introduced 
to scrapbooking 
or to learn the 
newest and hot-
test techniques. 
Workshops will 
share every-
thing from new 
designs, color 
and layout ba-
sics to artistic 
embel l i shing, 
using uncon-
ventional mate-
rials. 
 Class descrip-
tions and times 

will be posted at www.scrapbookexpo.com 
about two weeks prior to the show’s pre-
registration date. Workshops will include 
supplies, and will be one to two hours in 
length with varying prices. Preregistration 
is advised.
 Remember baby books? With scrapbook-
ing, every phase of your children’s lives can 
become a new volume in the series.

—Pleasanton Weekly staff

Start a New 
Tradition
SNOWFLAKE PASSION
Layers of Moist Yellow Cake, 

Candy Cane Ice Cream & 

Holiday Sprinkles wrapped 

in a fluffy White Frosting & 

garnished with Candy Canes. 

CSF9854 © 2011 Kahala Franchising, L.L.C. COLD STONE CREAMERY is a registered trademark of Kahala Franchising, L.L.C. and/or its licensors. 

Downtown Pleasanton
349 Main Street
925-600-9177

$3 OFF
any Signature Cake

(excludes Pies, Petite Cakes & Cupcakes)

Limit one per customer per visit. Excludes pies, petite cake & 

cupcakes. Valid only at participating locations. No cash value. Not 

valid with other offers or fundraisers of if copied, sold, auctioned, 

exchanged for pament or prohibited by law. 16.1678_© 2011 Kahala 

Franchising, L.L.C. COLD STONE CREAMERY is a registered 

trademark of Kahala Franchising, L.L.C. and/or its licensors. 

Expires 1/31/13. PLU#104

20%

ALL CHRISTMAS 

MERCHANDISE

Saturday, Sunday 

12/22 - 12/23

 only. 

2011

Gifts & Home Accents
Clover Creek

670 Main Street, Downtown Pleasanton
925.462.0814

Open Dec. 26th 9am-6pm
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Bring Home the Holidays
The Pleasanton Weekly 

Holiday issues will feature 
articles dedicated to helping 

you make the holidays a 
sweet and joyous time full of 

fun, family and friends. 

December 28
Ring in 2013

To advertise, call (925) 600-0840

 
2011

Give that special someone the gift of spa this season with a gift certifi cate from Heavenly 
Day Spa a beautiful boutique day spa located right in the heart of downtown Pleasan-
ton.  Heavenly is not the generic day spa and giving one of our gift certifi cates show’s 
your were thinking about the spa experience you want to give to your special
loved one.  Instant online available or come in and we will gift wrap one
for you! Special Holiday Packages created just for the season!

Giving the Gift of Spa This Season

Voted Best in 
Northern California

$15 OFF PEPPERMINT FACIAL 

OR MASSAGE 

ORIGINAL OWNER est.  1977

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE®

925.416.1111   |   3003-B Hopyard Rd 

In The Hopyard  Village 

Shopping Center

www.cardinaljewelers.com

Cardinal Jewelers
2009 2010 2011 2012

Wise men still

bring gifts of gold  
to the ones they love

presents

New Years Extravaganza

Package for Two: $279 Package for One: $199

For Details Call (925) 737-5623
or Visit our website at 

 7050 Johnson Drive   |    Pleasanton
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POLICE REPORT

The Pleasanton Police Department made 
the following information available.

Dec. 12
Robbery

■ 6:18 p.m. in the 6100 block of W. Las 
Positas Boulevard

Theft

■ 10:31 a.m. at the intersection of Via 
de la Cruz and Hansen drive

■ 12:37 p.m. in the 7400 block of 
Aspen Court

Burglary

■ 9:32 p.m. in the 7000 block of 
Commerce Circle, commercial burglary

Battery

■ 9:07 p.m. in the 4200 block of 
Rosewood Drive

Drug/alcohol violations

■ 8:46 p.m. in the 1400 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; drug violation

■ 8:50 p.m. in the 4100 block of 
Amberwood Circle; public drunken-
ness

Dec. 13
Robbery

■ 12:36 p.m. in the 2800 block of 
Hopyard Road

Theft

■ 9:03 a.m. in the 4900 block of Mohr 
Avenue; fraud

■ 9:59 a.m. in the 2200 block of Via 
Espada; fraud

■ 3:24 p.m. in the 1000 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; auto theft

Burglary

■ 12:05 a.m. in the 7000 block of 
Commerce Circle; commercial bur-
glary

■ 9:08 p.m. in the 5900 block of Corte 
Arboles; residential burglary

Auto burglary

■ 9:45 a.m. in the 2300 block of 
Foothill Road

Threats

■ 10:55 a.m. in the 3300 block of 
Muscat Drive

Battery

■ 9:11 p.m. in the 4300 block of 
Fairlands Drive

Vandalism

■ 3:32 p.m. in the 4300 block of Valley 
Avenue

Drug/alcohol violations

■ 12:29 a.m. in the 3900 block of 
Stoneridge Drive; public drunkenness

■ 4:26 p.m. in the 7400 block of 
Hillview Ct; paraphernalia possession

■ 6:23 p.m. in the 6100 block of W. Las 
Positas Boulevard; public drunkenness

■ 6:25 p.m. in the 5500 block of W. Las 
Positas Boulevard; public drunkenness

■ 8:59 p.m. in the 1800 block of Valley 
Avenue; public drunkenness

■ 11:51 p.m. in the 3100 block of 
Santa Rita Road; DUI

Dec. 14
Fraud

■ 9:41 a.m. in the 4100 block of Cid Wy

Burglary

■ 7:31 p.m. in the 1000 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

Vandalism

■ 11:51 a.m. in the 4200 block of 
Churchill Drive

Alcohol violations

■ 12:35 a.m. in the 1600 block of 
Orvieto Court; DUI

■ 1:25 a.m. in the 1700 block of 
Spumante Place; public drunkenness

■ 11:09 p.m. in the 5100 block of 
Hacienda Drive; DUI

Dec. 15
Rape

■ 2:20 p.m. in the 4100 block of 
Francisco Court

Vandalism

■ 4:30 p.m. in the 4200 block of 
Rosewood Drive

Drug/alcohol violations

■ 12:29 a.m. in the 2400 block of 
Santa Rita Road; DUI

■ 12:36 a.m. in the 1000 block of 
Shadow Hills Ct; public drunkenness

■ 7:39 p.m. in the 4500 block of 
Pleasanton Avenue; under the influ-
ence of a controlled substance, pos-
session of a controlled substance, 
paraphernalia possession

■ 11:31 p.m. in the 4300 block of 
Valley Ave; possession of metham-
phetamine

Dec. 16
Fraud

■ 11:21 p.m. in the 5500 block of 
Springhouse Drive

Drug/alcohol violations

■ 12:40 a.m. in the 1700 block of 
Santa Rita Road; DUI

■ 2:39 p.m. at the intersection of Paseo 
del Cajon and Calle Enrique; para-
phernalia possession

■ 5:41 p.m. at the intersection of 
Golden Road and Calle Enrique; para-
phernalia possession

Dec. 17
Theft

■ 10:55 a.m. in the 3100 block of Half 
Dome Drive; fraud

■ 1:09 p.m. in the 3200 block of 
Northhampton Court; fraud

■ 4:47 p.m. in the 7200 block of 
Johnson Drive; theft from structure

Vandalism

■ 9:01 a.m. at the intersection of 
Stoneridge Dr and Springhouse Dr

■ 9:14 a.m. in the 1900 block of Santa 
Rita Road

Dec. 18
Theft

■ 3:45 a.m. in the 3300 block of Arbor 
Drive

Burglary

■ 8:53 p.m. in the 1800 block of 
Halcyon Court; residential burglary

Stores draw holiday 
crime

 Stoneridge Shopping Center 
seemed to be the go-to place for 
criminals over the last few days, 
with at least seven crimes com-
mitted at the mall or nearby, ac-
cording to police reports.
 Five shopliftings were reported 
between Dec. 13 and Dec. 16, all 
of them misdemeanor cases.
 In addition, a backpack with 
$5,000 in cash was stolen from 
a vehicle parked at Stoneridge 
Shopping Center between 7:45 
and 7:50 p.m. Dec. 14. Also taken 
was a $50 iPhone and the back-
pack containing the cash, worth 
$45.
 At about 7:31 p.m. Dec. 14 
$2,000 Apple Macbook Pro and 
a $250 leather jacket were stolen 
from a car parked in the 1000 

block of Stoneridge Mall Road at 
Stoneridge Shopping Center.
 In addition, an Apple laptop 
worth an estimated $1,300 and 
a $30 backpack were stolen be-
tween 10:30 p.m. Dec. 16 and 
9:20 a.m. Dec. 17 from a vehicle 
parked at the Medical Center of 
Stoneridge in the 5700 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road. Windows 
were smashed in all three inci-
dents.

In other police reports:

in drawing crime. Dominique 
Myrtaa Ewig, 23, of Oakland, was 
arrested at Walmart on Dec. 18 
for felony death threats and two 
misdemeanors, for giving false 
identification to police and for 
failing to leave the store when 
ordered to do so.
 Ewig was known to store se-

curity. When he attempted to 
return items without a receipt, 
they ordered him out of the store. 
He refused, then threatened to 
kill the loss prevention officer 
who followed him to his car. The 
incident took place at about 4:23 
p.m. in the 4500 block of Rose-
wood Drive.

Christmas gifts worth $404 were 
reported stolen Dec. 18 from a 
home in the 1800 block of Hal-
cyon Way. Also taken was Christ-
mas trim worth $42. The items 
were taken between 7 p.m. Dec. 
12 and 8:52 p.m. Dec. 18 from an 
unlocked garage.

-
rested at about 1:40 p.m. Dec. 14 
in the 2300 block of Santa Rita 
Road for false imprisonment of an 
elder or dependent adult, a felony, 
and battery, a misdemeanor. Me-
dina refused to let his girlfriend 
leave with her children.

was arrested at about 12:15 p.m. 

Dec. 14 on a warrant for felony 
theft and for giving false iden-
tification to police. French was 
arrested in the 6000 block of 
Stoneridge Drive.

12:19 p.m. Dec. 14 for forg-
ery and receiving stolen property, 
both felonies, in connection with 
a vehicle stolen at a residential 

arrested in the 4700 block of 
Hopyard Road.

was arrested at 10:57 a.m. Dec. 
13 for felony threats.

Pleasanton was arrested at 2:10 
p.m. Dec. 18 in the 4400 block of 

-
rant for possession of a controlled 
substance.

of Pleasanton, was arrested at 
about 4:39 p.m. Dec. 13 for pos-
session of a controlled substance 
for sale, paraphernalia possession 
and for committing a felony while 

on bail.

fobs worth a total of $600, a $100 
gold coin, a $50 watch, and a $50 
iPhone were stolen in a burglary a 
home in the 5900 block of Corte 
Arboles, reported at about 9:08 
p.m. Dec. 13. Entry was made 
through an unlocked rear door to 
the home.

cash from Fastenal in the 7000 
block of Commerce Circle. Ac-
cess was gained through a rear 
door; there was no sign of forced 
entry. The incident was reported 
at 9:32 p.m.

an unpleasant surprise when 
Comcast’s collections department 
contacted her. The resident of the 
4100 block of Cid Way discovered 
someone had opened an account 
in her name and ran up a bill of 
$971. That was reported to police 
at about 9:41 a.m. Dec. 14.
 Under the law, those arrested 
are considered innocent until 
convicted.

POLICE BULLETIN

CLOCK REPAIR
Free Estimates
Free Pick-up & Delivery in Tri-Valley

Timely Service

Byfield’s Clock Shop Call (925) 736-9165

Community Pulse By Glenn Wohltmann, gwohltmann@pleasantonweekly.com

That’s our job. 
Go ahead, put down that feather duster, back away slowly, and call Heritage  

Estates Retirement Community. And while you’re at it, say “buh-bye” to the  

vacuum. We’ll take care of those silly chores. You’ve got traveling to do. New friends 

to make. Performances with feather-duster looking things… So, put down that  

toilet scrubber, too, and call now to schedule your complimentary lunch and tour.

www.heritageestatesretirement.com
LIC#015601095

are not for dusting.

those fuzzy 
things

please note,
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Book Clubs
GREAT BOOKS OF PLEASANTON The 
Great Books of Pleasanton book 
club meets at 7:30 p.m. the fourth 
Monday monthly at Towne Center 
Books, 555 Main St. Call Sadie at 
846-1658.

TOWNE CENTER BOOKCLUB The 
club meets at 7 p.m. the second 
Wednesday the month at Towne 
Center Books, 555 Main St. Call 
846-8826 or visit www.townecenter-
books.com for the current selection.

Classes
COMMUNITY DRUM CIRCLE Cheza 
Nami is presenting a Community 
Drum and Dance Circle from 6-9 
p.m., Sundays through Dec. 30, at 
Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 Eighth 
St., Livermore. Jam with them 
in a family-friendly, community-
building drum circle facilitated by 
Phil Didlake and learn what African 
drumming is all about. Donations 
are accepted. Call 398-3827 or visit 
www.chezanami.org.

COMPUTER TUTORING Need help 
with downloading E-books from the 
library to your E-Reader, sending 
e-mail attachments, social network-
ing, blogging, general Internet ques-
tions? Drop-in classes are from 6-8 
p.m. Thursdays at the Pleasanton 
Public Library, 400 Old Bernal Ave. 
Call Mary Luskin at 931-3400, ext. 
7. Free and open to all.

Clubs
DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN 
REVOLUTION The Jose Maria 
Amador Chapter, Daughters of 
the American Revolution, NSDAR, 
meets at 10 a.m., the second 
Saturday of each month Sept. 
through May. It is a social gather-
ing and time to explore the his-
tory of our American roots. For 
more information contact the 
chapter’s regent Diane Groome at 
dggroome@comcast.net.

MOM2MOM Mom2mom is for 
all moms, regardless of their chil-
dren’s ages, to see moms of all 
ages connecting with one another 
much like the Titus 2 women. They 
meet on the 1st & 3rd Thursdays 
of each month at Harvest Valley 
Christian Church, 3200 Hopyard 
Rd. Childcare is available. Call 
484-2482 ext 121 or email valerie@
harvestvalley.org. Free.

PLEASANTON NEWCOMERS CLUB 
This club is a great way for new 
and established residents to make 
new friends. It meets for coffee 
on the first Wednesday of every 
month and for lunch on the sec-
ond Wednesday of every month. 
The group has activities like hiking, 
walking, Bunco and more. Visit 
www.pleasantonnewcomers.com or 
call Ruby M. at 462-6404.

ROTARY CLUB OF PLEASANTON 
The Rotary Club of Pleasanton 
since 1965 has been a leader in 
the community in helping make 
Pleasanton a great place to live. 
It has a luncheon meeting from 
12:15-1:30 p.m., every Thursday, 
at Hap’s Restaurant, 122 W. Neal 
St., Pleasanton. Cost for lunch is 
$17. For information, visit www.
PleasantonRotary.org.

ROTARY CLUB OF PLEASANTON 
NORTH Pleasanton North Rotary 
invites anyone interested in making a 
difference. The membership includes 
65 professionals, business owners, 
executives, managers and commu-
nity leaders. The club meets from 
12:15-1:30 p.m. Fridays at the Hilton 
Hotel, 7050 Johnson Dr. Call 580-
7947 or visit www.pnr-rotary.org.

VIRTUALLY SPEAKING TOASTMASTERS 
Virtually Speaking Toastmasters 
club meets from noon-1 p.m. every 
Thursday at Electrical Reliability 
Services, 6900 Koll Center Pkwy., 
Suite 415, Pleasanton. Everyone is 
welcome to come see what a posi-
tive change Toastmasters can make 
in their confidence. Call 580-8660.

Exhibits
ANIMAL ATTRACTIONS AT MUSEUM 
ON MAIN Animal lovers of the Tri-
Valley are sharing their collections 
with the public in Museum on 
Main’s exhibit, Animal Attractions, 
through Sunday, Jan. 20. The 
exhibit features selected treasures 
from nine local collectors. Museum 
on Main is at 603 Main St. Hours: 
Tues.-Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sun. 1-4 
p.m. No admission, but donations 
appreciated. Call 462-2766 or visit 
curator@museumonmain.org.

Fundraisers
CALENDAR BENEFITS OPEN HEART 
KITCHEN  Sue Evans Photography 
has created a desktop calendar 
that highlights the beauty of the 

Tri-Valley area, and sales benefit 
Open Heart Kitchen. Contact Sue 
Evans at 989-4113 or sueevanspho-
tography@comcast.net for more 
information.

Holiday
MOSCOW BOYS CHOIR The Moscow 
Boys Choir will be at the Bankhead 
Theater on its “Christmas Around 
the World” tour at 8 p.m., 
Saturday, Dec. 22, with traditional 
melodies, folk songs and Christmas 
classics from many countries. 
Tickets range from $43 to $63; $14 
for students. Call 373-6800 or visit 
www.bankheadtheater.org. The 
theater is located at 2400 First St., 
Livermore.

SEND THEM ‘HOME FOR THE 
HOLIDAYS’ All the cats and dogs at 
the Valley Humane Society, 3570 
Nevada St., want to be home with 
YOU for the holidays. Find yourself 
a warm and fuzzy critter to snuggle 
with and enjoy discounted adop-
tion fees. “Home for the Holidays” 
runs through the month of 
December, during normal adoption 
hours. Closed Tuesday, Dec. 25. 
For details, call 426-8656 or visit 
www.valleyhumane.org.

Kids & Teens
EBSPCA WINTER ANIMAL CAMP 
Take some time for yourself dur-
ing the busy holiday season and 
let your child (grades K-5) join the 
East Bay SPCA’s Winter Animal 
Camp for up to three days of activi-

ties, animals and all-around fun at 
the Dublin Adoption Center, 4651 
Gleason Dr. Sign up online at www.
eastbayspca.org/camp. For more 
details, call 479-9670.

Live Music
HAPPY BIRTHDAY, ELVIS! The 
Firehouse Arts Center celebrates 
Elvis Presley’s birthday weekend 
with The Early Elvis Tribute Show, 
featuring returning hit group 
Jim Anderson & The Rebels, on 
Saturday, Jan. 5 at 8 p.m. and 
Sunday, Jan. 6 at 2 p.m. Tickets are 
$15-$25; child $12; senior $22; 
group discounts available. Purchase 
your tickets at www.firehousearts.
org, 931-4848, or at the box office, 
4444 Railroad Ave.

Miscellaneous
FREE SANDBAGS TO PLEASANTON 
RESIDENTS The city of Pleasanton 
reminds its businesses and resi-
dents it has free sandbags to those 
who are concerned about flooding. 
Residents can pick them up at the 
city’s Service Center, 3333 Busch 
Road, anytime; the bags are locat-
ed in the parking lot under a brown 
tarp. For residents only, NOT 
contractors seeking sandbags for 
their work sites. If you see flooding, 
call the city’s Operations Services 
Department at 931-5500 or the 
Police Department at 931-5100.

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY ONLINE 
BOOK SALE Did you know you 
could buy books from the Friends 
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AMERICAN

Eddie Papa’s 
American Hangout

4889 Hopyard Road, 
Pleasanton, 469-6266. Winner 
of The Pleasanton Weekly’s 
Reader Choice Awards for 
“Best American Food,” “Best 
Meal under $20” and “Best Kid 
Friendly Restaurant,” Eddie Papa’s 
American Hangout celebrates the 
regional food and beverage cul-
tures of America. Bring the whole 
family to enjoy iconic dishes from 
across the United States, Old 
World Hospitality, and hand 
crafted artisan cocktails. 
www.eddiepapas.com.

To have your restaurant listed 
in this dining directory, please 
call the Pleasanton Weekly 
Advertising Department at 
(925) 600-0840

Browse classifieds 
online or  
place your  
ad at  
fogster.com

Christmas Eve Service 2012
4:30pm Family Worship: A service for families  

with favorite carols and a children’s message

8:00pm & 10:00pm Candlelight Communion Worship:  

A traditional Christmas worship, with candle lighting,  

carols and brass

Join us every Sunday for Traditional Service at 8:30am and Family 

Worship and Sunday School at 10:00 am

“At Trinity Lutheran Church, we encourage 
people to serve each other and experience 

God’s Love. All are welcome.”

1225 Hopyard Road
Pleasanton, CA 94566

925.846.6363
www.trinitypleasanton.org

Christmas Eve, Monday December 24

3 p.m. Nativity service and Holy Eucharist  

for young children.

5. p.m. Holy Eucharist with Christmas Pageant

8:30 p.m. Prelude with String Quartet, Organ,  

and Flute

9 p.m. Festive Choral Eucharist with the Amador 

Valley High School String Quartet

Christmas Day, Tuesday, December 25

11 a.m. Festive Choral Eucharist

Shop all you want, but you 
won't find the perfect 

Christmas gift in any store

St. Clare's Episcopal Church
3350 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton

The best Christmas gift didn't come 
from a store. It came from God. 

Join us as we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.

COME 
WORSHIP
WITH US



Page 20 December 21, 2012 Pleasanton Weekly

of the Library at Amazon.com? 
The Friends have a year round 
magazine and paperback book sale 
in the library and have two major 
book sales a year. To buy books, 
visit www.amazon.com/shops/
ptwnfriends or call Nancy Bering at 
462-4368.

On Stage
AN EVENING WITH GEORGE BURNS 
The Museum on Main’s 2013 Ed 
Kinney Series, “An Evening With...” 
kicks off at 7 p.m., Tuesday, Jan. 
8, when Broadway actor Duffy 
Hudson portrays George Burns. 
Tickets are $10 general admis-
sion, $5 members and seniors, $3 
students and teachers. Call the 
museum at 462-2766 or visit www.
museumonmain.com. The lecture 
series takes place at the Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave.

Political Notes
CULTURAL PLAN UPDATE STEERING 
COMMITTEE Applications are being 
accepted for Pleasanton’s Cultural 
Plan Update Steering Committee 
and are available at the City Clerk’s 
office, 123 Main St., or can be 
downloaded at www.ci.pleasanton.
ca.us. Applications are due by 4:40 
p.m., Thursday, Dec. 27. For details, 
contact Michele Crose at 931-5347 
or mcrose@cityofpleasanton.gov.

Seniors
BRAIN MATTERS Enjoy a morn-
ing of fun while learning how to 

keep your brain active and your 
memory sharp. The class is held 
from 10-11:30 a.m. the first and 
third Fridays of every month at the 
Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353 
Sunol Blvd. Word games, puzzles, 
challenging activities, reminisc-
ing and more, geared to help you 
age-proof your mind. Cost $1.75 
for resident and $2.25 for non-res-
ident. Call 931-5365 or visit www.
pleasantonseniorcenter.org.

FREE MEMORY SCREENING FOR 
SENIORS Caring Solutions is spon-
soring free memory assessment on 
the fourth Thursday of the month 
at the Dublin Senior Center, 7600 
Amador Valley Blvd. Call 556-
4511 for a 30-minute appoint-
ment. Preregister by the Monday 
prior to reserve an appointment. 
Informational materials are avail-
able at the Senior Center.

SENIOR LIVING HISTORY PROGRAM 
You have a history and a story to 
tell. Would you be willing to share 
your story with the local commu-
nity in a casual setting like a high 
school, museum or senior center? 
For more information about this 
program, email rficken@cityof-
pleasantonca.gov or stop by the 
Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd.

WALKING SOLE MATES Join the 
Pleasanton Senior Center as we kick 
off our new walking group. Get out 
and meet new people while walking 
the Marilyn Murphy Kane Trail with 
them. Meet at the staging area or 
register to ride over on Paratransit. 
Contact the Senior Center front 
desk at 931-5365. 8:45-11 a.m. 

Wednesdays Free. Pleasanton 
Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd., 
Pleasanton. 931-535. www.pleas-
antonseniorcenter.org

Spiritual
CHRISTMAS DAY AT ST. CLARE’S 
Celebrate Christmas Day at 
11 a.m. Dec. 25 at St. Clare’s 
Episcopal Church, 3350 Hopyard 
Road, Pleasanton. Festive Choral 
Eucharist. All are welcome. Call 
462-4802 or visit www.stclare-
spleasanton.org.

CHRISTMAS EVE AT ST. CLARE’S 
Celebrate Christmas Eve at 3 p.m. 
Dec. 24 at St. Clare’s Episcopal 
Church, 3350 Hopyard Road. 
Nativity Service & Holy Eucharist 
for young children. 5 p.m. Holy 
Eucharist with Christmas Pageant. 
8:30 p.m. Prelude with String 
Quartet, Organ and Flute. 9 p.m. 
Festive Choral Eucharist with 
Amador Valley HS String Quartet. 
All are welcome. Call 462-4802 or 
visit www.stclarespleasanton.org.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES AT 
LYNNEWOOD Join Lynnewood 
United Methodist Church, 4444 
Black Ave., on Monday, Dec. 24 at 
5 p.m. (families) and 7:30 p.m. or 
9 p.m. (traditional) for candlelight, 
choir and carols. Nursery available 
at 5 and 7:30 p.m. services. All are 
welcome. For details, call 846-0221 
or visit www.lynnewood.org.

HOLIDAY SERVICES Special speaker 
Rev. Karen Epps will speak about 
“Birth 2012: An Awakened 
Humanity” on Sunday, Dec. 23, 

“Sacred Light, Sacred Life” at 
7 p.m., Monday, Dec. 24 and 
“Turning Resolutions into Realities” 
Sunday, Dec. 30. Sunday services 
are at 10 a.m. at Unity of Tri-Valley 
Church, 9875 Dublin Canyon Rd., 
Castro Valley. Call 829-2733 or 
visit www.trivalleyunity.com.

SUNDAYS OF ADVENT Celebrate 
Advent at St. Clare’s Episcopal 
Church, 3350 Hopyard Road, on 
Sunday, Dec. 23. Holy Eucharist 8 
a.m. and 10:15 a.m. All are wel-
come. Call 462-4802 or visit www.
stclarespleasanton.org.

Sports
WINTER BREAK SPEED/
ACCELERATION/JUMPING CAMP 
Middle school and high school ath-
letes are invited to the Foothill High 
School Track, 4375 Foothill Road, 
on Wednesday, Jan. 2 - Friday, Jan. 
4, 9:30 a.m.-12 p.m. This camp 
will focus on running form/skills/
technique work and proper stretch-
ing and warm-up. Cost is $100. For 
details, call Jorge Quero at 209-
7520 or visit www.foothilltrack.com.

Support Groups
EAST BAY ESSENTIAL TREMOR 
SUPPORT GROUP If you have recently 
been diagnosed with ET or would 
like to learn more about this com-
mon movement disorder in a safe 
and supportive environment, please 
join us from 10 a.m.-noon on the 
third Saturday of each month, in 
the Blackhawk A and B conference 
rooms at San Ramon Regional 

Medical Center, 6001 Norris 
Canyon Rd. View their blog at www.
eastbayet.com or call 487-5706 or 
email eastbayet@comcast.net.

GRIEF WORKSHOP The grief work-
shop is at 7:30 p.m. on the sec-
ond and fourth Thursdays of the 
month, from Dec. 13-March 24, 
at St. Elizabeth Seton Church, 
4001 Stoneridge Dr., open to all, 
regardless of religious affiliation. 
For more information, call Mary 
Hagerty at 846-5377.

PLEASANTON MILITARY FAMILIES 
SUPPORT GROUP The group has 
monthly meetings and other events 
such as “pack outs” of comfort and 
care items for deployed members 
of the armed forces. Learn more at 
www.pleasantonmilitaryfamilies.org.

Volunteering
BECOME A LITERACY TUTOR 
Pleasanton Library’s Project Read 
(400 Old Bernal Ave.) needs vol-
unteer tutors to help adults with 
English skills. Project Read supplies 
the workbooks and study guides; you 
supply the energy and creativity. For 
more information, contact Penny at 
PennyJohnson@CityofPleasantonCa.
gov or call 931-3405.

LIONESS SEEK NEW MEMBERS The 
Livermore Lioness Club welcomes 
new members at its regular month-
ly meeting on the first Tuesday of 
each month, at 6:30 p.m. A $2 
to $5 donation is requested. The 
Lioness are a service club which 
helps many worthy causes in our 
community. Call 443-4543.
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115 Announcements
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING

ADOPTION? Talk with caring agency 
specializing in matching Birthmothers 

with Families Nationwide. LIVING 
EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7 Abby‚Äôs 

One True Gift Adoptions 866-413-6293 
Void in Illinois (AAN CAN)

New Years Eve San Ramon Marriott 
Call 800-838-3006 www.PGuild.com

130 Classes & 
Instruction

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE
from Home. *Medical, *Business, 
*Criminal Justice, *Hospitality. Job 

placement assistance. Computer avail-
able. Financial Aid if qualified. SCHEV 
authorized. Call 800-481-9472 www.

CenturaOnline.com (AAN CAN)

Attend College Online 100%
*Medical, *Business, *Criminal Justice, 

*Hospitality, *Web. Job placement 
assistance. Computer available. 

Financial Aid if qualified. SCHEV autho-
rized. Call Call 888-210-5162

www.CenturaOnline.com (Cal-SCAN)

Aviation Maintenance Tech
Airline careers begin here. FAA

approved training. Financial assistance 
available. Job placement assistance. 
Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance 

888-242-3382 (Cal-SCAN)

EARN $500 A DAY
Airbrush & Media Makeup Artists

For: Ads - TV - Film - Fashion
Train & Build Portfolio in 1 week

Lower Tuition for 2012 
AwardMakeupSchool.com

133 Music Lessons
Music Lessons for All Ages!

Find a music teacher! TakeLessons offers 
affordable, safe, guaranteed music les-

sons with teachers in your area. Our pre-
screened teachers specialize in singing, 

guitar, piano, drums, violin and more. Call 
1-866-974-5910! (Cal-SCAN)

140 Lost & Found
 LOST CAT (reward!)

Hello! Our beloved 2 year old Tabby cat 
disappeared near Ovella Way in Ruby 
Hill on Dec. 3 around noon. She is an 
indoor/outdoor cat and usually returns 
home before dark. She is about 8 lbs 
and has a pink collar with a black bow 
(though she could have lost it by now). 
She is also microchipped. We are offer-
ing $200 for her, no questions asked. 
If you find her, please contact us at 

925.487.6656 or 925.487.9199. We 
miss her dearly and are worried sick!!!

FOR SALE

SOLD

202 Vehicles Wanted
CASH FOR CARS

Any Car/Truck. Running or Not! Top 
Dollar Paid. We Come To You! Call For 
Instant Offer: 1-888-420-3808 www.

cash4car.com (AAN CAN)

Donate Your Car, Truck, Boat
to Heritage for the Blind. Free 3 day 

vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, 
All paperwork taken care of. 888-902-

6851. (Cal-SCAN)

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques

U.S. Proof Sets, State Quarters
99 Thru 08, 10 Years Total

109 Coins, $500., 
Jim 925-484-2550

235 Wanted to Buy
Diabetic Test Strips Wanted 

Cash Paid. Unopened, Unexpired Boxes 
Only. All Brands Considered. Help oth-
ers don't throw boxes away. For more 

information, CALL (888) 491-1168 
(Cal-SCAN)

245 Miscellaneous
AT&T U-verse

for just $29/mo! Bundle and Save 
with AT&T Internet+Phone+TV and 

get a FREE pre-paid Visa Card! (select 
plans). Hurry, call now! 800-319-3280 

(Cal-SCAN)

Cable TV-Internet-Phone
Save on Packages, from at $89.99/

mo. (for 12 months.) Options from ALL 
major service providers. Call Acceller 
today to learn more! Call 1-888-897-

7650. (Cal-SCAN)

Highspeed Internet
everywhere by satellite! Speeds up to 
12mbps! (200x faster than dial-up.) 

Starting at $49.95/mo. Call now and 
go fast! 1-888-718-6268. (Cal-SCAN)

MIND
& BODY

425 Health Services
Medical Alert for Seniors

24/7 monitoring. Free equipment. Free 
Sshipping. Nationwide service. $29.95/

Month CALL Medical Guardian Today 
866-944-5935. (Cal-SCAN)

Sleep Apnea Sufferers
with Medicare. Get FREE CPAP

Replacement Supplies at No Cost, plus 
FREE home delivery! Best of all, prevent 
red skin sores and bacterial infection! 

Call 888-699-7660. (Cal-SCAN)

EMPLOYMENT

500 Help Wanted
Office Manager

Ballistic United Soccer Club. Register 
players, coordinate club activities, 
manage AGCs. Visit www.busc.org.

Part time after school help for 
kids needed!

Needed a part time caregiver to 
help with kids after school Monday - 
Friday 4 - 7 pm in Pleasanton. Assist 
in taking them to activities and some 

homework. 

Payroll Specialist(CPS) Needed
We are Payroll Specialist(CPS). we 

work for few companies on their payroll 
tasks.we need trust worthy people as 
our data entry/typist Assistant who 

want to work on flexible hours on part 
time, Be sure to earn up to $10,000 

monthly salary for a start Serious 
inquiries only. Email: (dovertech99@

gmail.com ).

550 Business 
Opportunities

REACH 5 MILLION
hip, forward-thinking consumers across 
the U.S. When you advertise in alterna-
tive newspapers, you become part of 
the local scene and gain access to an 
audience you won’t reach anywhere 

else. http://www.altweeklies.com/ads

560 Employment 
Information

$$$HELP WANTED$$$
Extra Income! Assembling CD cases 

from Home! No Experience Necessary! 
Call our Live Operators Now! 1-800-
405-7619 EXT 2450 http://www.
easywork-greatpay.com (AAN CAN)

AIRLINE CAREERS
Become an Aviation Maintenance Tech. 

FAA approved training.
Financial aid if qualified Housing avail-
able. Job placement assistance. CALL 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 877-

492-3059 (AAN CAN)

Driver: $1000 Bonus
1st 30 Hired. Up to 47 cpm New equip-
ment. Need CDL Class A driving exp. 
877-258-8782 www.ad-drivers.com 

(Cal-SCAN)

Driver: Choose Hometime
$0.01 increase per mile after 6 months 
and 12 months. $0.03 Quarterly Bonus. 
Requires 3 months recent experience. 
800-414-9569 www.driveknight.com 

(Cal-SCAN)

Drivers: Class A CDL
Driver Training. $0 Training. Cost with 
employment commitment if you enroll 

in the month of December! Central 
Refrigerated 877/369-7126 www.cen-

traltruckdrivingjobs.com (Cal-SCAN)

HELP WANTED!!!
MAKE $1000 A WEEK mailing bro-
chures from home! FREE Supplies! 
Helping Home Workers since 2001! 
Genuine Opportunity! No Experience 

required. Start Immediately! 
www.mailing-usa.com (AAN CAN)

BUSINESS
SERVICES

605 Antiques & Art 
Restoration

615 Computers
My Computer Works

Computer problems? Viruses, spyware, 
email, printer issues, bad internet con-

nections - FIX IT NOW! Professional, 
U.S.- based technicians. $25 off ser-

vice. Call for immediate help.
1-888-865-0271 (Cal-SCAN)

624 Financial
Credit Card Debt?

Get free now! Cut payments by up to 
half. Stop creditors from calling. 888-

416-2691. (Cal-SCAN)

Reverse Mortgage?
Ever consider a reverse mortgage? At 

least 62 years old? Stay in your
home and increase cash flow! Safe and 
effective! Call Now for your free DVD. 
Call Now 888-698-3165. (Cal-SCAN)

645 Office/Home 
Business Services

Classified Advertising
The business that considers itself 
immune to advertising, finds itself 

immune to business. Reach Californians 
with a Classified ad in almost every 

county. Over 270 newspapers! Combo-
California Daily and Weekly Networks. 

Free Brochures. elizabeth@cnpa.com or 
916/288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)

Did You Know
that ten million adults tweeted in the 
past month, while 164 million read a 

newspaper in print or online in the past 
week? Advertise in 240 California news-
papers for one low cost. Your 25 word 
classified ad will reach over 6 million+ 

Californians. For brochure call
Elizabeth (916)288-6019 (Cal-SCAN)

Display Business Card Ad
Many a small thing has been made 

large by the right kind of advertising-
Mark Twain. Advertise your business 
card ad in 140 California newspapers 

for one low cost. Reach over 3 million+ 
Californians. Free brochure elizabeth@
cnpa.com 916/288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)

HOME 
SERVICES

751 General 
Contracting

NOTICE TO READERS >It is illegal 
for an unlicensed person to perform 
contracting work on any project val-

ued at $500.00 or more in labor and 
materials. State law also requires 

that contractors include their license 
numbers on all advertising. Check 

your contractor’s status at www.cslb.
ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB (2752). 

Unlicensed persons taking jobs that 
total less than $500.00 must state 

in their advertisements that they 
are not licensed by the Contractors 

State License Board 

A NOTICE TO READERS:
It is illegal for an unlicensed person 

to perform contracting work on 
any project valued at $500.00 or 
more in labor and materials. State 
law also requires that contractors 

include their license numbers on all 
advertising. Check your contrac-

tor’s status at www.cslb.ca.gov or 
800-321-CSLB (2752). Unlicensed 
persons taking jobs that total less 
than $500.00 must state in their 
advertisements that they are not 
licensed by the Contractors State 

License Board. 

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms

ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES.COM
Browse hundreds of online listings with 
photos and maps. Find your roommate 
with a click of the mouse! Visit: http://

www.Roommates.com. (AAN CAN)

LEGALS

995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
IN CHARGE OFFICE SOLUTIONS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT
File No.: 472759 
The following person(s) doing business 
as: In Charge Office Solutions, 1068 
Glenn Common, Livermore, CA 94551, 
is hereby registered by the following 
owner(s): Emma Calkins, 1068 Glenn 
Commons, Livermore, CA 94551 
This business is conducted by an 
Individual. 
Registrant has not yet begun to trans-
act business under the fictitious busi-
ness name(s) listed herein. Signature of 
Registrant(s): Emma Caulkins. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Alameda on December 
12, 2012. 
Pleasanton Weekly, Dec. 21 & 28, 
2012 and Jan. 4 and 11, 2013.

997 All Other Legals

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER 
ESTATE OF: Robert Decker aka Robert 
W. Decker, Robert Walter Decker
Case No.: # RP12655600 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors and persons who 
may otherwise be interested in the will 
or estate, or both, of Robert Decker, 
also known as Robert W. Decker. aka 
Robert Walter Decker. 
A Petition for Probate has been filed by: 
Janice E. Decker in the Superior Court 
of California, County of Alameda. 
The Petition for Probate requests that: 
Janice E. Decker be appointed as per-
sonal representative to administer the 
estate of the decedent. 
The petition requests authority to 
administer the estate under the 
Independent Administration of Estates 
Act. (This authority will allow the person-
al representative to take many actions 
without obtaining court approval. Before 
taking certain very important actions, 
however, the personal representative 
will be required to give notice to inter-
ested persons unless they have waived 
notice or consented to the proposed 
action.) The independent administration 
authority will be granted unless an inter-
ested person files an objection to the 
petition and shows good cause why the 
court should not grant the authority. 
A HEARING on the petition will be held 
on January 2, 2013 at 9:30 a.m. in 
Dept. #201,: Probate Division of the 

Superior Court of California, County of 
Alameda, located at 2120 Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Way, Berkeley, CA, 94704. 
If you object to the granting of the peti-
tion, you should appear at the hearing 
and state your objections or file written 
objections with the court before the 
hearing. Your appearance may be in 
person or by your attorney. 
If you are a creditor or a contingent 
creditor of the decedent, you must 
file your claim with the court and mail 
a copy to the personal representative 
appointed by the court within four 
months from the date of first issuance 
of letters as provided in Probate Code 
section 9100. The time for filing claims 
will not expire before four months from 
the hearing date noticed above. 
You may examine the file kept by the 
court. If you are a person interested in 
the estate, you may file with the court 
a Request for Special Notice (form 
DE-154) of the filing of an inventory 
and appraisal of estate assets or of 
any petition or account as provided in 
Probate Code section 1250. A Request 
for Special Notice form is available 
from the court clerk. 
Attorney for Petitioner: /s/ Alexandra 
Gadzo, 2600 El Camino Real, Suite 
412, Palo Alto, CA 94306 (650)321-
3050 
Pleasanton Weekly Dec. 7, 14, and 
21, 2012

Energetic Cobb
Cobb, also known as 

Gobble, came into the East 
County Animal Shelter dur-
ing Thanksgiving week. He is 
a young adult hound maybe 
pointer mix. He is a fairly ener-
getic boy that loves to run 
after a thrown ball or go for 
a long walk. He is not such a 
happy boy being confined to 
a small kennel in a shelter, but 
his volunteer friends try and 
get him out for some socialization and exercise as much as 
they can. His freckles are adorable and he loves to flop on his 
back for a belly rub. If the sweetness of a hound dog is some-
thing you are considering, come down to the shelter at 4595 
Gleason Drive in Dublin and ask to meet Cobb.

PET OF THE WEEK

ANTIQUE RESTORATION
“A Labor of Love”
Impeccable Quality

Integrity of Workmanship
Consider the Gift of Restoration

Gift Certificates Available
Credit Cards Accepted

925-462-0383 or 925-216-7976
All inclusive License #042392
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REAL ESTATE

No phone number in the ad? 
GO TO fogster.com for contact information

TAKE US ALONG
Self 
portrait: 
Nicole 
Leyman and 
her Weekly 
pose at Lake 
Geneva, 
Switzerland, 
with the 
French 
Alps in the 
background.

Good for Business. 
Good for the Community.

Good for You.

The online guide to 
Pleasanton businesses

Visit ShopPleasanton.com today
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OPEN HOMES THIS WEEKEND

Danville
3 BEDROOMS 

404 Old Orchard Ct $448,500
Sun 2-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 314-1111

Livermore
2 BEDROOMS 

173 Heligan Ln $450,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 251-1111

SALES AT A GLANCE

Source: California REsource

Dublin
Total sales reported: 15

Lowest sale reported: $220,000

Highest sale reported: $890,000

Average sales reported: $575,100

Livermore  
Total sales reported: 25

Lowest sale reported: $130,000

Highest sale reported: $1,435,000

Average sales reported: $491,660

Pleasanton
Total sales reported: 20

Lowest sale reported: $205,000

Highest sale reported: $1,324,500

Average sales reported: $663,325

Real Estate OPEN HOME GUIDE AND REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

BY JEB BING
 In a sign of an improving housing 
market, California home buyers are 
more optimistic about the housing mar-
ket now than they were three years ago, 
according to the California Association 
of Realtors’ “2012 Survey of California 
Home Buyers.”
 More home buyers this year believe 
that home prices will rise, with 25% say-
ing prices will rise in one year; 41% say-
ing they will rise in five years; and nearly 
three-fourths of buyers (73%) believing 
home prices will rise in 10 years. This 
compares to only 8%, 35%, and 60%, 
respectively, in 2009, when the question 
was first asked.
 The survey also found that the mort-
gage interest deduction is extremely im-
portant to home buyers across all in-
come levels and age groups, with 79% of 
all home buyers saying that the mortgage 
interest and property tax deductions are 
“extremely important” in their decision 
to purchase a home.
 When broken out by income levels, 
the findings were similar across all in-
come levels, with 80% of those earn-
ing less than $100,000 annually; 78% 
earning between $100,000-$199,999; 

and 81% earning more than $200,000 
annually saying the deductions were 
“extremely important” in their buying 
decision.
 When broken out by age group, the de-
ductions were equally important to Gener-
ation Y, Generation X, and baby boomers, 
with 76%, 82%, and 80% indicating that 
mortgage interest and property tax deduc-
tions were “extremely important,” respec-
tively, when deciding to buy a home.
 “It’s clear that home buyers at all 
income levels and ages value the tax 
deductions associated with purchasing a 
home,” said CAR President Don Faught 
of Pleasanton. “The mortgage interest de-
duction plays an important role in buy-
ers’ monthly budgeting. Without this tax 
advantage, housing affordability would 
be negatively impacted and potentially 
price out many would-be buyers.”
 Additional findings from CAR’s “2012 
Survey of California Home Buyers” in-
clude:
■ Buyers also cited price decreases (45%), 
the desire for a better location (12%), 
and favorable prices/financing (11%) as 
reasons for purchasing a home.
■ None of the buyers felt that prices 
would drop in the future, which echoes 

a jump in the consumer confidence 
index from 37.38 in January 2009 to 
73.7 in November 2012.
■ In a sign of tighter lending standards 
common today, buyers experienced ex-
treme challenges in obtaining financing. 
On a scale of 1 to 10, with 10 being 
extremely difficult, buyers rated their 
difficulty in obtaining financing at 8.5 on 
average, up from 8.0 in 2011.
■ Higher down payments are the norm 
for the market these days, with buyers 
putting an average of 25% down on 
their home purchase. The average down 
payment has been higher than the tradi-
tional 20% since 2009, when the ques-
tion was first asked.
■ 93% of buyers obtained a fixed-rate 
loan, up from 84% in 2011, reflecting 
buyers’ need for certainty as the market 
gets back to basics.
 The 2012 CAR Home buyer survey 
was conducted by telephone with 800 
people statewide to measure their per-
ceptions of the home buying process. 
Eligible respondents all closed escrow on 
their new homes within the six months 
prior to August 2012. For the full report 
on the survey findings, contact car-
menh@car.org. 

Survey shows home buyers  
more optimistic about market

25% say prices will rise in one year; 41% think it will take 5 years
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Doug Buenz
Office 

925.251.1111
Direct 

925.463.2000
680Homes.com

apr.com | PLEASANTON | 900 Main Street 925.251.1111

High Performance Real Estate

 It’s hard to believe that there are only 50 single family detached 
homes for sale in Pleasanton but that’s what we had at the end of 
November.  After seemingly defying gravity for the past few months, 
pended sales took a hit as well, falling more than a third, to post the 
lowest number since December of last year.  Pended sales for homes 
priced under $1 million lead the market downward, falling nearly 
43%, while other market segments were unchanged. 
 Overall, 39 sales were pended during November, down about 34% 
from 59 in October.  Inventory fell about 21% in November, from 63 
at the end of October to 50 at the end of November.  There was 1.3 
months of inventory relative to pended sales at the end of November, 
up from 1.1 months at the end of October. 
 Pended sales of homes priced under $1 million fell by 20 units, 
from 47 during October to 27 during November, a 43% drop off.  
Inventory in this segment fell 30%, from 33 at the end of October 
to 23 at the end of November.  Inventory relative to pended sales 
increased from .7months at the end of October to .9 months at the 

end of November.  
Homes priced un-
der $1 million ac-
counted for 46% 
of Pleasanton’s 
inventory and 
69% of pended 
sales for Novem-
ber, compared to 
52% and 80%, 
respectively, for 
October. 
 In the $1 million to $2 million price range, pended sales were fl at 
at 11, while inventory fell by a third.  10 homes were for sale in this 
segment at the end of November, down fi ve from 15 at the end of 
October.  The loss of inventory resulted in there being .9 months of 
inventory  >> Go to www.680homes.com to read the rest of this article.

The latest from The 680 Blog

CA DRE# 00843458

Go to 680Homes.com for more information on these homes and other properties.

Stunning luxury home 
with 4 BR plus offi ce 
& bonus room, 4 1/2 
baths, exquisite granite 
& stainless kitchen. 
Luxurious master suite, 
and private 1/3 Acre lot 
backing to vineyards with 
views!  $1,444,000

JUST SOLD! Fabulous luxury home 
in pristine country set-
ting!  5 BR plus bonus 
room, loft, & offi ce, 7 
baths, 1 acre fl at lot with 
outdoor kitchen, granite, 
hardwood fl oors, 
and designer features 
inside & out
$1,795,000

JUST SOLD!

Gorgeous Castlewood 
home with upgrade 
fi nishes throughout! 
4 Bedrooms plus bonus 
room, 4 full baths, pool, 
gated entrance, sweeping 
views, 3 car garage, 
hardwood fl oors, and 
more! $1,479,000

CASTLEWOOD

Pristine Custom home 
with 4 bedrooms plus 
offi ce & loft, 5 baths, 
state of the art granite & 
stainless kitchen, traver-
tine fl ooring, designer 
fi nishes and touches 
throughout, and private 
.46 Acre fl at lot on a quiet 
private road!  $1,630,000  

JUST SOLD!

Pleasanton market Update:  Sales fi nally Fall

Walk to Downtown! 
Newer home with 4 BR, 
2 1/2 BTHs, new 
carpeting, new designer 
paint, gourmet maple 
kitchen and private yard 
with stamped concrete 
patio! $619,000

JUST SOLD!Fabulous remodeled one 
story with 4 BR plus huge 
bonus room, luxurious 
stone master bath, 
walk-in closet, hardwood 
fl oors, skylights, granite 
& stainless kitchen, and 
large end of cul-de-sac 
lot!! $939,000

JUST SOLD!

REALTOR® Lic#01206964
www.DeloresGragg.com

925.989.6500

Seasons Greetings
May the warmth and peace of the holiday season  

be yours today and always.

From Our Home to Yours,
Delores, Charles and Mariah

2012

D elores Gragg

HOME SALES

This week’s data represents homes sold during 
December 2012

Dublin
8672 Beverly Lane P. Schaffer to T. Halim for 
$620,000

3725 Central Parkway #27 T. Kwan to K. 
Cheng for $555,000

5502 Crestridge Terrace Hendershot Trust to 
H. Xiong for $840,000

7116 Cross Creek Circle #A C. Diaz to S. Yu 
for $220,000

3590 Cydonia Court KB Home to T. Wang 
for $869,500

5425 De Marcus Boulevard #305 G. Behan 
to V. Jain for $310,000

3385 Dublin Boulevard #142 A. Wain to S. 
Rajamahanthi for $400,000

3465 Dublin Boulevard #146 Toll Dublin 
Limited to N. Jaitly for $402,500

8172 Elgin Lane Daoudi Investments to J. 
Sevilla for $391,000

5768 Penwood Lane Cartus Financial to S. & 
L. Yousufzai for $890,000

6150 Shadow Hill Drive V. Rubio to V. 
Yerubandi for $590,000

3750 Silvera Ranch Drive I. Fernandez to C. 
Hsieh for $700,000

11495 Silvergate Drive Kekos Trust to E. & S. 
Pacillas for $485,000

6593 Spruce Lane A. Pirouz to J. Wright for 
$500,000

4616 Valley Vista Drive Brookfield Mariposa 
to M. & S. Aravamudhan for $853,500

Pleasanton
6215 Alvord Way Aura Trust to S. Ahmed for 
$600,000

7920 Driftwood Way T. & B. Fredricksen to 
H. Zhu for $699,000

5029 Forest Hill Drive M. & T. Jackson to T. 
& S. Overton for $1,075,000

6216 Guyson Court R. Gonzalez-Minjarez to 
C. Sumerlin for $561,000

4014 Jackie Court M. Isle to M. & J. 
Needham for $560,000

1126 Lund Ranch Road R. & K. Egan to J. 
Thurlow for $1,175,000

3433 Norton Way #10 Federal National 
Mortgage to L. Kim for $205,000

2070 Palmer Drive R. & T. Borchard to Y. 
Ramakrishna for $1,000,000

691 Palomino Drive #D M. Jerman to S. 
Hunter for $331,000

905 Pamela Place Taboada Trust to A. 
Khawaja for $825,000

4123 Payne Road C. Hoptry to M. & T. 
Bigelow for $500,000

6829 Rayland Court J. & K. Mangan to J. 
Chang for $680,000

4246 Remillard Court Hopper Trust to Y. 
Wang for $1,324,500

4862 Saginaw Circle S. Dean to K. 
Vitaldevara for $226,000

246 Trenton Circle D. & K. Matsumoto to N. 
& M. Patel for $500,000

6081 Via De Los Cerros L. & J. Definney to 
Alves Trust for $448,000

6674 Via San Blas M. & M. Giacomini to S. 
Cheng for $818,000

1548 Whispering Oak Way Motavalli Trust 
to M. & B. Kim for $828,000

3861 Yosemite Court #N L. Frates to I. & E. 
Garcia for $570,000

3025 Yuma Way M. Hinck to X. Mo for 
$341,000

REAL ESTATE

Source: California REsource



5994 W. Las Positas, Suite 101, Pleasanton   |   www.KWTrivalley.com   |   459 Main Street, Pleasanton      
Broker License #01395362

Uwe Maercz
REALTOR® DRE # 01390383

925.360.8758  
www.realestatebyuwe.com

7123 Cedar Mountain Dr  
South Livermore wine country living – the vineyard life you’ve always 
dreamed of! Built in 2010, the property boasts +/-8,400sf of living space, 
4 bedrooms/5.5 bathrooms, 9 car garage, located in a gated community at 
the end of a cul-de-sac with endless vineyard views. Total acreage of 16.84 
acres includes 14+ acres of planted chardonnay grapes. $3,899,000

Ingrid Wetmore, Natalie Kruger
& Lisa Sterling-Sanchez

Keller Williams Tri-Valley Realty
925.918.0986 | 925.847.5377 | 925.980.9265

DRE 00923379,  01187582, 01012330

Happy Holidays
May 2013 bring only the best.

Cindy and Gene Williams
REALTORS® DRE # 01370076 and 00607511 

925.918.2045
www.williamsteam.net

3127 Cassia Court, Pleasanton
Highly desirable 3 BR, 2.5 BA, 1536 sq ft single family home. Walking 
distance to Mohr Elementary School. Sunny kitchen and breakfast 
combo. Large bedrooms and baths upstairs. 2 car tandem garage. This is 
a must see home!! Call for a private showing. Offered at $612,000

We have several new listings in Ruby Hill and Pleasanton 
coming in January 2013. Call for more details.

Melissa Pederson
REALTOR® DRE # 01002251

925.397.4326
melissapedersonhomes@gmail.com

www.melissapederson.com

1817 Spumante Place, Pleasanton
Amazing custom home in Ruby Hill! Exquisite French Country estate w/5 
BD, 4.5 BA, 6,374 sq ft. Gourmet kitchen w/granite counters, maple cabi-
nets & hickory floors. One of a kind 27,170 sq ft view lot w/black bottom 
pool, rock waterfall and spa. Offered at $2,600,000

DeAnna Armario
REALTOR® DRE # 01363180

925.260.2220 
www.armariohomes.com

6872 Heath Court, Pleasanton
Val Vista single story on cul de sac. 3 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms. 
1372+/- square feet. Updated Kitchen with breakfast bar and office 
nook. Family Room with fireplace. Covered, stamped concrete patio. 
Walking distance to park and elementary school. Easy freeway access. 
Offered at $499,000

Sold

Home for the Holidays! 
Simply Elegant in Every Way! An opportunity to live in Grey Eagle 
Estates only comes along once every few years. There are breathtaking 
views from this custom estate. 4 bdrms, 4.5 baths, two dens, a media 
rm and over 5000 sq ft. Stunning marble entry, handsome hardwood 
floors, dramatic iron staircase and handcrafted woodwork throughout. 
Gourmet granite slab kitchen with two pantries. Master suite with 
stunning views, dual fireplace, pedestal tub, oversized shower and heated 
floors. Offered at $1,690,000 4 Grey Eagle Court, Pleasanton

925.463.0436 
www.SoldinaFlash.com

REALTORS®, GRI, CRS, SRES

Danielle Peel
925.998.9692

DRE #01293873
salesbydani@gmail.com

www.DaniellePeel.com

I go the
“extra” mile

for you

Call me 
today!

Want to sell? 
Great time to sell —  

inventory is low, multiple offers.

Gail Boal
REALTOR®DRE # 01276455

925.577.5787
www.gailboal.com

4571 Mohr Avenue  

Gorgeous remodeled home! All the bells and whistles! Just move in! 

Offered at $699,000

MULTIPLE OFFERS AND SOLD IN ONE WEEKEND!

#1 Office 
in Pleasanton 

in Volume 
and Sales

From our family to yours, warmest wishes for a joyful holiday season,  
and much good health, happiness, love & prosperity in 2013!

3 years in a row!

201020112012


