
Weekly
Pleasanton

WWW.PLEASANTONWEEKLY.COM

INSIDE THIS WEEK

■ NEWS: Schools revise plans for special education students 5

■ LIVING: Blessing of Vines is prelude to Harvest Celebration 14

■ PULSE: Cops seek suspects in middle-of-night sexual assaults 17
Arts & Entertainment

TRI-VALLEY LIFE

BUSINESS NEWS

N
E

W
 

SE
C

T
IO

N
S11

14

Pleasanton teams play 
in national tournaments 

as seasons end » 15

Bring out 
the bagpipes

Everyone is Scottish 

this weekend — 

at the 147th Highland 

Gathering & Games 12



Page 2 August 31, 2012 Pleasanton Weekly



Pleasanton Weekly August 31, 2012  Page 3

 Casey Rodacker, who just turned 
26, is described by some of his cus-
tomers as that dashing young bach-
elor who runs Gene’s. It’s true that 
Rodacker is not married, but as the 
manager of Gene’s Fine Foods that 
will have its grand “re-opening” 
next Wednesday, there’s little on his 
mind other than making sure that 
the store prospers. The Rodacker 
and Kidd families, who own Mar-
Val Food Stores in the Central Val-
ley, bought Gene’s last April. Casey 
and his father Steve Rodacker have 
been busy ever since, working 8 
a.m. to 9 p.m. shifts seven days a 
week to refurbish, modernize and 
expand Gene’s, a household name 
for grocery shoppers in Pleasanton 
for many years.
 I’ve been a frequent shopper at the 
supermarket since 1990 when Sara-
toga-based Gene’s, with Don Smejdir 
as manager, took over the old grocery 
that had been at the Valley Avenue-
Hopyard Road location since 1971. 
Earlier this year, Don retired and 
Gene’s owners decided to pull back 
across the Bay, a decision that gave 
Mar-Val a chance to expand west 
with its first store in the Bay Area. 
Casey Rodacker, who had managed 
one of Mar-Val six stores was picked 
as the new Pleasanton store manager 
and has been commuting from his 
Lodi home since the April 16 closing 
date.
 Produce, meat and fine sushi 
have always been a Gene’s specialty 
and will continue to be the focus of 
Rodacker’s store, which will con-
tinue to use the Gene’s name. He’s 
using the same wholesalers, in-
cluding staying with Nor-Cal that 
searches for and delivers fresh pro-
duce to Gene’s. All the display and 
refrigerated cases are new with im-
proved lighting that makes the pro-
duce sparkle. Farmers Market no 
doubt has some produce that’s just 
as fresh, but at Gene’s I was able to 
buy the same freshness and quality 
with a shopping cart to pack it all 
in and a chance to roam the store 
for every thing else on my shop-
ping list. With 25,000 square feet 
of floor space, about the only items 
missing that other markets offer are 
lawn chairs and a pharmacy. But 
with Rite Aid next door, it’s a short 
walk to find those needs anyhow.
 Rodacker says customer service 
is another prime focus of the store. 
It’s part of the quality foods and 
super service credo that started with 
Rodacker’s grandfather Marty Kidd, 

who opened the first Mar-Val grocery 
in 1952. It’s always been a family-
owned business, which sets it apart 
from corporate-owned supermarkets 
and their store-brand products. Ro-
dacker, who earned a degree in busi-
ness management in 2009 at the 
University of Nevada at Reno, also 
completed studies at the University 
of Southern California’s prestigious 
Food Industry Management pro-
gram, which also focused on quality 
foods and customer service.
 Mar-Val also has long been active 
in the communities it serves and 
Rodacker will continue that effort 
in Pleasanton. Starting Wednesday 
and continuing for the next three 
weeks, Gene’s will match up to 
$5,000 customer contributions to 
local nonprofits. For the seven-day 
period starting Sept. 5, customer 
contributions along with the store’s 
match will go to the Discovery Shop 
in Pleasanton; the following week 
starting Sept. 12 to Shepherd’s Gate 
in Livermore; and starting Sept. 19, 
to the Valley Humane Society. Cus-
tomers can add their contributions 
to their grocery bill, which allows 
them to have a cash register receipt 
to use for charitable tax deduction 
purposes if they choose.
 Also starting on opening day next 
Wednesday and continuing for the 
next 28 days, the new Gene’s will 
have drawings for prizes, including 
trips to Hawaii, Las Vegas and Car-
mel, a 50-inch flat screen television 
set, 28 iPods and miscellaneous 
prizes.
 Rodacker will be taking the next 
two days off to attend a wedding 
in Lodi. Not his, but his sister 
Courtney, who’s marrying Doug 
Gnas Sunday before heading back 
to Arizona where they’ll live. On 
Monday, Labor Day, it’s back to 
Pleasanton and a long day’s work 
for Casey Rodacker to get Gene’s 
ready for the grand opening. 

AROUND 
PLEASANTON

BY JEB BING

‘New’ Gene’s 
Foods celebrates 
re-opening 
Wednesday 

About the Cover
Bagpipe bands led by energetic drum majors are just one of dozens of exciting 
things to enjoy this weekend at the 147th Scottish Highland Gathering & Games 
being held at the Fairgrounds in Pleasanton. Photo courtesy Caledonian Club of 
San Francisco. Design by Kristin Herman.

Vol. XIII, Number 33

Take a vacation from a payment. When you Finance or Lease any 2012 Volvo.

Lawrence Volvo invites you to see our large selection of 2012 

S60’s and XC60’s during YOUR SUMMER SALES EVENT

BE SURE TO ASK ONE OF OUR SALES CONSULTANTS ABOUT THE

$1,000 LOYALTY BONUS ALONG WITH

$2.9% APR FINANCING

YOUR SUMMER SALES EVENT

YOUR FIRST 4 PAYMENTS WILL BE COVERED BY VOLVO*.
Plus receive complementary scheduled maintenance and wear and tear coverage for 5 years.

See dealer for details - Offer expires 8/31/12

2791 N. Main St.
Walnut Creek

(925) 939-3333
lawrencevolvo.com

Serving the Tri-Valley with Medical Facilities in Livermore, Pleasanton and Dublin

www.valleycare.com

JEB BING

Casey Rodacker, manager of Gene’s 
Fine Foods, shows fresh produce 
just received at the large Pleasanton 
supermarket which his family’s com-
pany, Mar-Val Food Stores, recently 
acquired. The Gene’s name will stay 
as the store celebrates its grand re-
opening next Wednesday.



Streetwise
ASKED AROUND TOWN

Are you Facebook friends
with your children?

Ann O’Neal
Principal’s secretary

Yes, I’m friends with all of them. My 
son, Don, is serving in Afghanistan, and 
Facebook is our way of staying in commu-
nication with him. I read their posts and 
look at their pictures, but I rarely comment 
or post anything myself. I just enjoy visiting 
their pages.

Edward Harper
Truck driver

I certainly am. My 24-year-old daughter is 
the one that turned me on to Facebook. I 
have an account, but she would like me to 
be more active than I am.

Nancy Riccomini
Homemaker

I am not on Facebook. I don’t have time; 
I have so many emails every day to get 
through that I’m not interested in adding 
Facebook. My husband has an account and 
is friends with our children, so I get all of 
my updates from him.

Gaiane Khachatrian
Recruitment and public relations manager

My daughter is in fourth grade, so she is 
not on Facebook yet. I will be friends with 
her when she is allowed to have her own 
account, which will probably be in high 
school. It will allow me to observe what 
is happening in her life, and see what her 
peers are doing. I’ll be able to stop certain 
things if necessary.

Delsole Cedrick
Visiting from France

I don’t use Facebook. Perhaps I am too old. 
We have children, and I’ll probably have to 
join to be able to monitor them, but I will 
wait as long as I can.

Have a Streetwise question? E-mail editor@PleasantonWeekly.com
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NEW STORE Coming Soon
CUPERTINO-DE ANZA STORE

10425 S. DE ANZA BL., CUPERTINO, CA 95014

99ea99ea

Previously Frozen

Large

White Shrimp (head on)White Shrimp (head on)

Pik Nik Original
Shoestring  Potatoes  9 oz
Pik Nik Original
Shoestring  Potatoes  9 oz

Regent Sweet Corn Snack
/Cheese Ball  2.12 oz/65 gm
Regent Sweet Corn Snack
/Cheese Ball  2.12 oz/65 gm

Mizuho Nori Snack
(selected varieties) 100 pcs
Mizuho Nori Snack
(selected varieties) 100 pcs

$399
lb$399
lblblb

Beef Short Rib (bone in)Beef Short Rib (bone in)

Previously Frozen

White NectarineWhite Nectarine

New Zealand Gold KiwifruitNew Zealand Gold Kiwifruit

$1 19
lb$1 19
lblblb

Vitasoy Drinks  
(selected varieties)  6/pack
Vitasoy Drinks  
(selected varieties)  6/pack

Stores in Northern California

WE FEATURE
FREE fry fish service
Dim sum & hot deli
Spacious aisles

Great varieties of groceries
Live seafood
Fresh meat & produce4299 Rosewood Dr.,

Pleasanton, CA 94588
Tel: 925.463.8899

PLEASANTON STORE

7333 Regional St.,
Dublin, CA 94568
Tel: 925.833.3999

DUBLIN STORE

Visit Us!

CONCORD CUPERTINO DALY CITY
DUBLIN FOSTER CITY FREMONT

FREMONT (MISSION) MILPITAS
MOUNTAIN VIEW NEWARK
PLEASANTON RICHMOND
SACRAMENTO SAN JOSE

Offer only good while supplies last. No sales to dealers, restaurants or institutions. Sales in retail quantities only. Plus Applicable Taxes. 
Not responsible for typographical or pictorial errors. We reserve the right to correct all errors. Not All Products, Offers, Retails And Services Available At All Locations. 

Offer only good while supplies last. No sales to dealers, restaurants or institutions. Sales in retail quantities only. Plus Applicable Taxes. 
Not responsible for typographical or pictorial errors. We reserve the right to correct all errors. Not All Products, Offers, Retails And Services Available At All Locations. 

Prices Effective:
08/31- 09/06/2012

NORTHERN
CALIFORNIA STORES
www.99ranch.com

$469
ea$469
eaeaea

$599
ea$599
eaeaea

Kingsford
Match Light
Charcoal  6.7 lbs + TAX

Kingsford
Match Light
Charcoal  6.7 lbs + TAX

$399
lb$399
lblblb

$1699
box$1699
boxboxbox

$229
ea$229
eaeaea

$5$522
packspacks Woongjin

Aloe Vera
Drink 
500 ml + CRV

Woongjin
Aloe Vera
Drink 
500 ml + CRV

$1$122
forfor

I Mei 
Frozen Cake
- Red Bean
4 pcs

I Mei 
Frozen Cake
- Red Bean
4 pcs

$1 99
ea$1 99
eaeaea

GRAHAM-HITCH
MORTUARY

Dignified Care  
& Compassionate Service 

Since 1891

Advance Planning 
Made Easy

Call Deanna for a FREE 
 consultation. In-home 

visits available.

4167 First Street, Pleasanton

925-846-5624
Crematory Privately Owned  

& Operated
FD#429



Newsfront
Parade to kick off 
soccer season
 About 1,200 young soccer 
players will walk down Main 
Street in costume next Satur-
day for the 44th annual BUSC/
RAGE Opening Day Parade.
 The athletes, ages 5-12, are 
encouraged to be creative and 
bring a little Mardi Gras to 
the downtown. Prizes will be 
awarded for the best costume in 
each age group, U5-U10, with 
one overall prize for the best 
team costume. 
 The parade has been a Pleas-
anton tradition since 1969 to 
kick off the youth soccer season. 
This year’s event begins at 7:30 
a.m., Saturday, Sept. 8. People 
are asked to arrive early and be 
prepared for heavy traffic. For 
more information, including a 
map, visit http://busc.org/p/pa-
rade.php.

Students ride free

 Wheels is offering middle and 
high school students free un-
limited rides from Sept. 4-17, 
including weekends, to encour-
age them to take a bus to school, 
work, the mall and anywhere 
they want to go.
 The Livermore Amador Val-
ley Transit Authority (LAVTA) 
is offering the Wheels Try Tran-
sit to School promotion on all 
of its regularly scheduled bus 
routes so students can see the 
convenience of riding the buses 
around town, which helps to 
reduce air pollution and traffic 
congestion.
 “And it also helps to develop 
future transit users,” said LAVTA 
Chairman Don Biddle.
 New schedules and maps are 
available online and in the new 
Wheels Bus Book. Call 455-
7500 or visit www.wheelsbus.
com.

Website for families

 The city of Pleasanton has un-
veiled a new website, Ptownlife.
org, for teens and families with 
children of all ages, to let them 
know about activities, services 
and resources, jobs and volun-
teer opportunities. Teens guided 
the site’s design and content, 
and now students report on new 
and interesting things happen-
ing in the community, take pho-
tos, and write articles to post.
 Ptownlife.org partners are 
featured with a profile page 
with contacts, a website link, 
program details, services and 
products offered. Organizations 
can also add special events to 
the calendar, and post job op-
portunities for teens. For more 
information, visit www.Ptown-
life.org or call Nicole Thomas at 
931-3474.
 Ptownlife.org is a direct out-
come of the Pleasanton Youth 
Master Plan.

DIGEST
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BY JEB BING
 Firefighters in the Livermore-Pleasanton Fire 
Department whose pension and benefit plans 
have long been fully paid by both cities will start 
contributing 6% of their wages toward those plans 
Saturday with their share rising to 9% next July 1.
 The new plan was ratified by the Pleasanton 
City Council on Tuesday night at the end of 
a second public hearing on the new contract 
signed with Local 1974 of the International 
Association of Firefighters union, which covers 
LPFD’s unionized employees.
 The new contract will eventually cut the costs to 
the cities by $2.13 million, a savings to be shared 
equally by Pleasanton and Livermore, which oper-
ate the LPFD under a joint powers agreement.
 Although other parts of the union’s pension 
and retirement program will remain in place, 
including the option of retiring starting at age 50 
with a pension equal to 3% of wages earned for 

every year of employment as well as full health 
insurance benefits, the new contract puts in 
place a two-tier benefit program for firefighters 
hired after Jan. 1, 2013.
 Their pension plan will be substantially less, 
with health benefits restricted to a retired em-
ployee only, not a spouse as was currently pro-
vided. Also, once the retired employee becomes 
eligible for Medicare, that individual would go off 
the CalPERS health benefit program altogether.
 Further changes for new hires after Jan. 1 that 
are being proposed by Gov. Jerry Brown could also 
reduce the retirement formula to 2.7% of wages at 
age 57, instead of 3% at age 55 as it is today.
 The council voted 5-0 to accept the new 
contract agreement although Councilman Jerry 
Thorne said he opposes a two-tier program.
 “I just don’t like a two-tier system,” Thorne said. 
“First, it takes a long time to have an impact.”
 He said firefighters, like everyone else, are liv-

ing longer so their CalPERS benefits and retire-
ment costs to the city will continue longer.
 “But also, having two tiers (of employment 
benefits) in the fire department will create situ-
ations where there could be moral issues as well 
as issues among employees,” Thorne said.
 Outside consultant John Bartel, president and 
chief actuary of Bartel and Associates, who has re-
viewed and helped draft union contracts for Pleas-
anton for years, agreed that the savings from the 
new contract will take a long time to help reduce 
the city’s pension liabilities, but said it’s a start.
 He said Gov. Brown’s plan, which will be pre-
sented in detail Friday, could help restore fiscal 
sustainability in all state, county and municipal 
pension plans where generosity in earlier admin-
istrations created the costly pension system in 
place today.

City ratifies new contract with firefighters’ union
All city employees now contributing to their pension, health benefit plans

PUSD revises 
plan for special 

education students
BY GLENN WOHLTMANN

 The Pleasanton school district is looking to 
provide better services for special needs children 
— and save itself some money in the bargain.
 The district hired Total School Solutions to cre-
ate an action plan for special education, and the 
plan, including both short- and long-term goals, 
was unveiled at the board meeting Aug. 21.
 “Our desire is to further improve the overall 
quality of special education services to effec-
tively address the learning needs of our students 
with disabilities,” said Odie Douglas, assistant 
superintendent of educational services.
 The cost of special education programs rose by 
nearly $2 million from the 2010-11 to 2011-12.
 That included more than $200,000 in legal bills 
and settlements and more than $288,000 for room 
and board for students who received services out-
side the district. The district also spent $325,000 
in occupational therapy contract expenses for 154 
students in the 2011-12 school year.
 By offering compliance training and profes-
sional development for teachers and adminis-
trators as recommended by the consultants, the 
district hopes to cut down on settlements and 
legal bills, and keep more students home instead 
of sending them elsewhere.
 Total School Solutions also recommended 
rehiring a school psychologist and program 
specialist, which, Douglas said, could save the 
district money in the long run.
 “Hopefully, we will increase our program 
efficiency and reduce the number of students 
requiring special education services by provid-
ing more support for students in the regular 
education program,” he said.
 The ultimate aim is to mainstream as many 
students as possible, according to Superinten-
dent Parvin Ahmadi.
 “Let’s be clear that our goal is to exit students 
from special education services,” Ahmadi said. “It’s 
best for students to be in general education. Some-
times when they go into special education they 
have special needs, but our goal is to exit them.”
 At its first meeting since the summer break, the 
school board also heard a report on the 45-day 
revision to the state budget. For the most part, 
little has changed, although the district did learn 
that transitional kindergarten will be fully funded, 

 Supporters of City Councilwoman Cheryl 
Cook-Kallio joined her for a festive 58th birth-
day celebration and a campaign fundraiser in 
her bid for election as mayor of Pleasanton.
 The backyard and indoor reception included 
a virtual “who’s who” of regional politics, includ-
ing Congressman Pete Stark (D-13th), Alameda 
County District Attorney Nancy O’Malley, Fre-
mont Mayor Gus Morrison, Union City Mayor 
Elect Carol Vernaci-Dutra, former Livermore 
Mayor Marshall Kamena and representatives 
of State Senate Majority Leader Ellen Corbett, 
State Sen. Mark DeSaulnier and state Assem-
blywoman Joan Buchanan. Also there was Jeff 
Bowser of Pleasanton, a school board member, 
and Erlene deMarcus, a candidate for Pleasan-
ton City Council.
 A keynote speaker at the event was Delaine 
Eastin, former State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction and at one time a state assembly-
woman who represented Pleasanton.
 “I am humbled by the level of support I enjoy 
from these elected and former officials,” Cook-

Kallio said. “These are the people with whom 
we need substantive relationships so that we can 
make decisions that benefit the Tri-Valley and 
especially Pleasanton.”
 She said that leadership ability is crucial to the 
well being of Pleasanton, that we need to make 
sure our community is financially healthy and 
financially sustainable and “this means that we 
all work together to make sure that we maintain 
needed city services and continue to maintain a 
safe community.”
 “I understand economics and what is im-
portant to all of us,” she said. “As mayor, I will 
take steps to ensure that we make sound fiscal 
decisions and maintain a healthy reserve while 
continuing those things that make Pleasanton a 
wonderful place to live and do business.”
 She added: “We need to be proactive in en-
couraging companies to locate here. We want 
to encourage a diversity of businesses here be-
cause we want people to live, work and shop 
in Pleasanton.

Regional leaders back Cook-Kallio
Councilwoman running for Pleasanton mayor 

DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

Families flock to first day of school
Crossing guard Melodie Soe has a busy morning at Highland Oaks Drive and Drywood Street on 
Tuesday as parents accompany their children to Lydiksen Elementary for the first day of school. “I 
like the kids because they are so genuine,” Soe said. Pleasanton police were also a presence, mak-
ing sure that people didn’t park illegally for better access to the school or drive unsafely.

See FIREFIGHTERS on Page 6

See PUSD on Page 8See COOK-KALLIO on Page 8



Page 6 August 31, 2012 Pleasanton Weekly

NEWS

 As Gov. Brown outlined his plan, 
state pension reform would include 
caps on benefits, increasing the 
retirement age, making employees 
pay at least 50% of their pension 
costs, and stopping what it calls 
“abusive practices.”
 Although Bartel expressed sup-
port for the governor’s proposed 
pension reforms, he said he would 
wait until he reads the plan in 
detail on Friday and sees what the 
state Legislature will do with it.
 With the council’s action Tuesday 
night, all city employees, including 
unionized municipal workers, po-
lice and now firefighters are contrib-
uting to their pension plans. Since 
September 2010, the firefighters’ 
union members have been contrib-
uting 2% of their pension costs.
 Management employees also are 
contributing, with City Manager 
Nelson Fialho voluntarily agreeing 
to pay 8% of his pay toward the 
CalPERS benefit plan two years ago, 
and other managers who are not 
unionized now doing the same.
 Council members praised both 
the firefighters’ union for agreeing 
to the new contract and city staff, 
including Fialho and Assistant City 
Manager Julie Yuan-Miu, who han-
dled contract negotiations on behalf 
of both Pleasanton and Livermore.
 Addressing the ongoing concerns 
over unfunded pension liabilities in 
Pleasanton, Councilman Matt Sul-
livan said, “We’re not done yet, but 
we’ve made significant progress. I 
think our employees understand 
the issues, too.”
 Councilwoman Cindy McGov-
ern agreed.
 “I feel like we’ve been in nego-
tiations for the last two years, first 
with the employee union contract, 
then the police and the firefighters 

tonight,” she said.
 “What’s happened has been 
meaningful,” she added. “All of 
the unions have made changes and 
everyone is contributing more.”
 “Unfortunately,” she continued, 
“even with the council’s decision to 
pay down a part of the unfunded li-
ability, I understand that it will con-
tinue to grow and we have to work 
to figure out how to stop that.”
 Councilwoman Cheryl Cook-
Kallio said that while all city em-
ployees have taken on more work 
during the two-year hiring and 
wage increase freeze, continuing 
that could lead to a decrease in the 
level of community services, which 
she doesn’t think the public wants.
 “Most people value the services 
our city provides,” she said. “Some 
people say we don’t have fires here 
very often and when they happen, 
they’re usually small. But the fire 
chief tells me firefighters are called 
out daily. If someone has a stroke or 
heart attack or there’s a suicide, it’s 
the firefighters who respond.”
 “The fire department has an op-
erating budget of under $14 mil-
lion,” she added. “That about $203 
a year in per capita costs for Pleas-

anton residents. We have to think 
about that anytime we talk about 
decreasing services.”
 Mayor Jennifer Hosterman said 
the negotiation process between 
the city and its union representa-
tives is “a balancing act.” 
 “We really need to negotiate 
changes in a methodical, sensible 
way that makes sense for our city 
and public as well, and that’s what 
we’ve done,” she said.
 At Tuesday night’s council meet-
ing, three speakers commented on 
the firefighters’ contract.
 Former Councilwoman Kay Ayala, 
citing Gov. Brown’s plan to provide 
details of proposed statewide pen-
sion reforms on Friday, urged the 
council to delay its ratification.
 Bart Hughes called the firefight-
ers’ contract “an intergenerational 
transfer of wealth,” explaining that 
employees and Pleasanton taxpay-
ers yet to come will have to pay 
for the generous benefits currently 
being awarded.
 City Council candidate Karla 
Brown asked why the firefighters’ 
contract that expired a year ago was 
just now being approved. 

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
 A federal project to restore Pleas-
anton’s Arroyo de la Laguna was 
completed recently, after its lower 
five miles were affected by rapid 
development upstream.
 “The completion of this project is 
a great moment for our community, 
and I was proud to work with folks 
in our region to make it a reality,” 
said Congressman Jerry McNerney at 
a gathering of officials last week to ac-
knowledge the project’s completion.
 Both the USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service in California 
and the Alameda County Resource 
Conservation District were involved 
with other partners in the restoration 
efforts. Approximately $1.2 million 
went toward construction, design 
work and contracting, permitting 
fees, monitoring and maintenance.
 “Bringing back federal resources 
to better our neighborhood has 
always been a priority of mine, and 
now we see the wonderful result 
that will not only protect natural 
resources, but reduce flood risk in 
our region,” McNerney said.
 The work included planting native 
vegetation and returning 600 feet 
of the arroyo to its proper function, 

according to Jonathan Groveman, 
a spokesman for Natural Resources 
Conservation Service. Now the water-
way and its banks will serve as a pro-
tected habitat for threatened species, 
with reduced erosion of the stream’s 
bank and reduced flood risks.
 Arroyo de la Laguna runs un-
derneath the Verona Road bridge, 
a popular pedestrian and bicycle 

bridge south of Castlewood. The 
project included installing perma-
nent informational panels to edu-
cate visitors on the importance and 
environmental benefits of the work.
 Restoration features can be seen 
near the bridge, including native 
plants such as willows and cotton-
wood to prevent soil erosion and 
to expand habitat for local wildlife. 
Rock and log structures that help 
stabilize the slope are also visible.
 Arroyo de la Laguna is the main 
tributary to Alameda Creek, which 
is the second largest drainage to the 
San Francisco Bay, with a water-
shed that covers about 700 square 
miles. Within the watershed are 
protected parks, wildlife and water 
supply areas, rangeland, and urban 
and suburban development. 
 Local agencies collaborating on 
the Arroyo de la Laguna project 
were the San Francisco Public Utili-
ties Commission, Alameda County 
Public Works Department, Alameda 
County Flood Control and Water 
Conservation District, and Zone 
Seven Water Agency. 
 “I congratulate everyone who 
made this day happen,” McNerney 
said at the gathering last week. 

Federal funds restore Arroyo de la Laguna
$1.2 million project reduces erosion, flood risk

Anthem Blue Cross health coverage for you and 
your family. Strong protection, strong family.

We offer Health Coverage for:

coverage

Don’t put your family at risk 
by trying to get by without 
health care coverage. Get 
reliable benefits that match 
your busy life. We can help 
you choose a plan that 
makes good sense for your 
health and your wallet.

(925) 803-9799
Dublin, CA
charlene@beasleyinsurance.com
www.beasleyinsurance.com

Anthem Blue Cross is the trade name of Blue Cross of California. Independent licensee 
of the Blue Cross Association. Anthem® is a registered trademark of Anthem Insurance 
Companies, Inc. The Blue Cross name and symbol are registered marks of the Blue Cross 
Association.

Life & Health 
Insurance Agent
Lic.#0C26292

Blue Cross

Pleasanton
374 St. Mary St.
925 846-5614

San Ramon
2701 Crow Canyon Blvd.

925 837-6400

Walnut Creek

Broadway Plaza – between Macy’s and Nordstrom 

NOW OFFERING ZERONA® BODY SLIMMING
Zerona® is the only clinically-proven non-invasive 

laser slimming treatment that removes fat  
and reduces inches with:

Lose 1 dress size in 2 weeks! Guaranteed!

After AfterBefore Before

NORCAL
Weight Loss Center

Look Better. Feel Better. Be Better

AFFORDABLE!  

 
®  

Kick off the school year 
with healthy eyes!
Whether your child is just starting school or 
is in college, call today to schedule a vision 
exam with an experienced caring optometrist 
to get the best vision possible for your child.

Valley EyeCare Center is proud to be the fi rst practice in the Tri-Valley to offer 
comprehensive eye services in Ophthalmology, Optometry and Optical.

925-460-5000
5575 W. Las Positas Blvd. #240 
Pleasanton

925-449-4000
28 Fenton St., Livermore

www.ValleyEyeCareCenter.comSee Your Best, Look Your Best

Dr. Jonathan Savell M.D., Michael Gagnon M.D.

Kala Swamynathan M.D.

Gina Trentacosti O.D., Jimmy Yip O.D.

Kien Ngo O.D.

COURTESY NRCS

Streambank restoration features 
along Arroya de la Laguna are visible 
near the Verona Road bridge. 

FIREFIGHTERS
Continued from Page 5

TAKE US ALONG
Eye on London: Jena 
Corda enjoys the view as 
she rides the London Eye 
last September. She took 
along the Weekly that had 
her hairstylist Mary Que-
sada of A Salon Above on 
the cover, so she said she 
felt like she also took her 
along. Jena was in Europe 
to celebrate her father’s 
70th birthday in Munich, 
and she and her husband 
Scott also spent some 
time in London and Paris.
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Our comprehensive medical services include:

 Allergy  NEW!

 Audiology  NEW!  

 Cardiology and Cardiac   

Testing Services  NEW!

 Community Health    

Resource Center

 Dermatology

 Ear, Nose and Throat (ENT)  NEW!

 Endocrinology

 Family Medicine

 Gastroenterology (GI)

 General Surgery  NEW!

 Internal Medicine

 Laboratory

 Nephrology  NEW!

 Neurology

 Nutrition

 Obstetrics/Gynecology   

(OB/Gyn)

 Oncology  NEW!

 Ophthalmology  NEW!

 Orthopedics

 Pediatrics, including:

– Pediatric Dermatology

– Pediatric Endocrinology

– Pediatric Ophthalmology

– Pediatric Orthopedics

 Physical Medicine    

and Rehabilitation

 Plastic Surgery  NEW!  

 Podiatry

 Pulmonology

 Rheumatology  NEW!

 Radiology Services: 

– Bone Density

– Mammography

– Ultrasound

– X-ray

The Palo Alto Medical Foundation (PAMF) was the only medical group in Alameda County to receive 

four stars – the highest ranking – for meeting national care standards and for patient ratings, according 

to the 2012 California Office of the Patient Advocate.



 “As mayor I will actively seek out 
businesses that help achieve those 
goals, small businesses throughout 
the city in addition to encouraging 
larger businesses to locate in Ha-
cienda Business Park. These busi-
nesses help us pay our bills.”
 With regard to the state’s afford-
able housing mandate, Cook-Kallio 
said it’s critical that we plan well 
and within the law.
 “We can be smart about this,” she 
said. “As mayor I will make sure 
that all stakeholders are educated in 
what this means and are involved in 
the decision-making process. As a 
public school teacher for more than 
35 years, I truly understand the im-
pact this housing will have on our 
schools and on our community.”
 Former State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction Eastin urged 
those at the fundraising rally to 
get out the votes for Cook-Kallio, 
citing the councilwoman’s years of 
teaching experience and devotion 
to her school’s “We the People” 
civics teams as providing solid gov-
ernment experience.
 “She does an incredible job, she’s 
a great teacher,” Eastin said. “She 
has the courage to stand up and get 
the job done. She has the courage 
to speak the truth in this state and 
city and country. She’ll make a great 
mayor for the city of Pleasanton.”
 The birthday party and fund-
raiser were held in the home of for-
mer Councilwoman Becky Dennis 
and her husband Murray Dennis 
in the Foxborough neighborhood, 
just above Vintage Hills. 

—Jeb Bing

despite Gov. Jerry Brown’s effort to 
eliminate support. That means an 
extra $78,000 in state revenue.
 “As a reminder, the governor’s 
budget assumed that his initiative 
would pass in November,” said Luz 
Cazares, assistant superintendent 
of business services. “Flat funding 
is what that buys us, so not more 
money, the same money.”
 Cazares said the district will 
probably not know much more 
about its financial situation until 
November. By that time, it will 
know if the governor’s tax increase 
will pass and will get additional in-
formation from the state Legislative 
Analyst Office about revenues.
 The district may also have to do 
some short-term borrowing be-
cause the state is expected to with-
hold payouts. That will likely cost 
the district money to pay interest 
for short-term borrowing of up to 
$30 million to cover its bills.
 Brown’s tax increase, Proposition 
30, is one of two competing mea-
sures that would provide addition-

al funding for the district. Board 
Member Jamie Hintzke noted the 
other, Proposition 38, also known 
as Our Children, Our Future, 
would provide more local control 
of money, since funds would be 
sent directly to the district.
 However, Board President Joan 
Laursen pointed out that ballot 
measure would not give the district 
as much in its first year as it would 
get through Brown’s initiative.
 “The loss for us in 2013 would 
be $400,000,” Laursen said. “Each 
initiative would affect us in differ-
ent ways.”
 The board opted not to vote on 
either, deferring action until its 
next meeting so it could vote on 
supporting one or both, since the 
two initiatives were bundled into 
a single resolution. The California 
School Board Association decided 
to support both, fearing that one 
or the other could lose.
 “I think the biggest risk to the 
November election is that there’s 
confusion up and down the state 
and people would say, ‘I’m just 
not going to vote,’” said Board 
Member Chris Grant.

 Should both initiatives pass, the 
one with more votes would take 
effect, Ahmadi said
 With the start of the school year 
came staggered reading for first-, 
second- and third-graders. While 
the initial flak — largely over 
scheduling — has died down, 
one parent, Janel Sloan, asked the 
board to measure the differences 
in test scores as class sizes went 
from 20 to 25, and now, to 30.
 Sloan also asked the board to 
track the progress of those in the 
program as they move up in grade 
levels, asking, “Is it really needed 
for third grade?”
 The board also approved a reve-
nue-neutral plan to upgrade light-
ing and some heating and ven-
tilation systems. Under a PG&E 
program, the upgrades will be 
paid for by the amount the bill 
is lowered; bills will remain the 
same with the savings applied 
to the cost of the newly installed 
improvements. School officials ex-
pect that will be done in less than 
seven years, and that the district 
could save about $130,000 a year 
after that. 
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www.TheScottishGames.com
Information: 1-888-769-2345

Family Entertainment presented by the Caledonian Club of San Francisco since 1866 

   2012 Disney/Pixarc 147th

ONE OF THE WORLD’S LARGEST CELTIC FESTIVALS

SCOTTISH
HIGHLAND GATHERING & GAMES

•
SEPT. 1 & 2

PLEASANTON
ALAMEDA  COUNTY  FAIRGROUNDS

SCOTTISH
HIGHLAND GATHERING & GAMES

•
SEPT. 1 & 2

PLEASANTON
ALAMEDA  COUNTY  FAIRGROUNDS

PUSD
Continued from Page 5

COOK-KALLIO
Continued from Page 5

JEB BING

Congressman Pete Stark (D-13th) and his son Andrew join City Councilwoman 
Cheryl Cook-Kallio at her 58th birthday party and fundraiser in Pleasanton. She 
is seeking election as the city’s next mayor.

Browse classifieds 
online or  
place your  
ad at  
fogster.com
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CAMPBELL  408.871.8890
CORTE MADERA  415.924.6691
MOUNTAIN VIEW  650.964.7212
SAN CARLOS  650.508.8317
16 LOCATIONS IN CALIFORNIA, NEVADA & TEXAS

DANVILLE
925.866.6164
1901-F CAMINO RAMON
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Opinion

Night Out success

Dear Editor,
 In early August, we celebrated 
National Night Out. This was the 
first one that I attended, and I’m 
glad I did. It was held at the cor-
ner of Hopyard and South Valley 
Trails.
 There were lots of folks from 
the homeowners association and 
the local church working hard to 

make sure it was a success. There 
was lots of food, games for the 
kids, drawing prizes for lots of 
winners, and music.
 We were lucky enough to have 
representatives from the Dublin 
Highway Patrol Office, Pleasanton 
Police Department (including a 
K9 team and Animal Control), 
Livermore-Pleasanton Fire Depart-
ment, and City Councilman Jerry 
Thorne. I am sure all of these folks 
had a very busy night trying to 
cover all of the National Night Out 
events and stay on top of whatever 
emergencies there were.

 Thank you to them for attend-
ing our event and for all they do 
throughout the year.

Susan Thomas 

Play money for rich 
kids

Dear Editor,
 I’m outraged to learn that Pete 
Stark’s children are allowed to 
collect Social Security payments 
just because their father is eli-
gible. Social Security is not meant 
to be “play money” for rich kids.
 As you probably know, city 

and state employees who pay 
into Social Security are not al-
lowed to collect 100% of the 
benefits they have paid and 
earned through their employ-
ment. It’s considered double dip-
ping. A retiree who is fortunate 
to get $3,000/month on city 
retirement is only permitted to 
collect 50% of Social Security 
benefits earned — the rest is 
considered “windfall tax.” Why 
can so many millionaires like 
Stark and his family fleece the 
public? Shame on him.

Cathleen Cordova

LETTERS

EDITORIAL THE OPINION OF THE WEEKLY

People move to Pleasanton for a variety of reasons: excellent 
schools, good housing, abundant shopping and a quality 
of life that community leaders are determined to make 

even better. Just as important are the city’s 43 municipal parks, 
50 miles of hiking and biking trails, sports fields, an award-
winning golf course and public services for all age groups. 
Today, some of those amenities are getting old and need to be 
upgraded. New sports, such as cricket and rugby, require new 
fields and staff advisors. For these reasons, Susan Andrade-Wax, 
the city’s director of Parks and Community Services, is prepar-
ing a master plan that will assess the city’s parks and recreation 
amenities and suggest changes, improvements and additions.
 After all, it’s been three years since we last dedicated a major 
park and sports complex — the city’s $8 mil-
lion lighted baseball fields in the Bernal Com-
munity Park. The fields were to be part of a 50-
acre sports complex to be developed in phases 
on Bernal, along with the remainder of the full 
318-acre central park to come later. Except for 
the nearby Marilyn Murphy Kane Trail, which 
was built mostly with private funds, and work 
on the Iron Horse Trail that is now under way, 
Pleasanton’s much the same in terms of park 
and recreation amenities as it was three years 
ago.
 With the economy improving and municipal tax revenues 
once again growing, Andrade’s master plan has a chance of 
breathing new life into outdoor places and activities Pleasan-
ton enjoys.
 Applications are currently being accepted to serve on the 
Master Plan Steering Committee. The document is intended 
to be a significant planning tool to help the city plan for the 
changing scope of recreational activities. As such it will sum-
marize themes, trends and community priorities, assess avail-
able resources, review existing and anticipated demographic 
conditions and provide strategies for parks, recreation pro-
grams and open space needs.
 To serve on the steering committee and assist with the master 
planning process, the City Council is seeking two Parents-At-
Large representatives from the community who currently have a 
child or children attending preschool, elementary school, middle 
school and/or high school. All applicants must be residents here 
and willing to attend at least one or two meetings per month for 
a period of six to nine months. Committee members will have to 
do background reading and research, work collaboratively, and 
strive for clear communication, a balanced perspective and inclu-
sion of a wide range of viewpoints.
 Interested parties should submit completed applications to 
the City Clerk’s office by 4:30 p.m., Thursday, Sept. 13. The 
City Council will confirm the members of the committee at its 
Tuesday, Oct. 2, meeting. 

Opportunity to consider new 
amenities for Pleasanton

 I propose the creation of a new 
commission for the city of Pleasan-
ton. I refer to it here as the Pleasan-
ton Peace Commission. Volunteers 
representing a cross-section of 
Pleasanton’s population will staff it. 
Its purpose is to nurture the con-
cepts of peace and non-violence.
 Examples of 
its duties might 
include spon-
soring lectures 
and writing 
contests in the 
community, 
especially in 
the schools, 
working with 
peace groups 
and veterans to 
promote peace and veterans’ well-
being, working with police depart-
ments and schools to promote 
non-violence and tolerance among 
students, and even something as 
simple as marching in a parade 
under the banners of peace.
 Its exact duties, of course, will 
be determined by its membership 
and city guidelines, but its mis-
sion is to make Pleasanton into the 
premier City of Peace and Non-Vi-
olence in America, a city to which 
other cities and governments look 
for advice and guidance on these 
subjects, a city of which we can all 
be proud.
 The Pleasanton Peace Commis-
sion is not meant to be an anti-war 
commission. I have strong anti-
war beliefs, and I detest the illegal 
and immoral wars in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan that have killed so many 
American military and innocent 
civilians, and continue to do so, 
and I detest drones, and I detest 
our armies fighting in Africa and 
the Philippines and Colombia, and 
I cringe when I think of the legacy 
I’m leaving for my grandchildren, 

but the Pleasanton Peace Commis-
sion is not Fred Norman. Instead, 
it is Pleasanton. The only criterion 
for being on the commission is 
the desire to promote peace and 
non-violence, and there are many 
people in Pleasanton who have 
that desire. Because of my radical 
views, I may not be asked to serve 
on such a commission, but I will 
proudly support those who do.
 Imagine what an effective Peace 
Commission might do. Pleasanton 
is a city that strongly supports the 
troops, but I see little sign of Pleas-
anton opposing the wars. Imagine 
a city that supports the troops and 
at the same time, and as loudly, op-
poses the wars that kill and maim 
the troops, and the loudness comes 
about as a result of Peace Com-
mission activities. Imagine schools 
in which the Peace Commission 
roams the halls as freely as military 
recruiters do now, its commission-
ers offering and explaining options 
to students who feel the military is 
their only path to success. Imagine 
constructive opposition to violent 
video games. Imagine the elimina-
tion of bullying. Imagine a city led 
by the ideas of Mahatma Gandhi, 
Martin Luther King Jr. and Jesus 
Christ. This is the city that I see in 
my imagination.
 Pleasanton has historically formed 
and used commissions and com-
mittees to make it the wonderful 
place in which to live that it is 
today. For instance, think of the 
Civic Arts Commission when you’re 
enjoying an event at the Firehouse 
Arts Center. Think of the Library 
Commission when you visit the 
library. And now, think of peace and 
non-violence. What might a Peace 
Commission do for Pleasanton and 
for our country? The choice is ours. 
Please contact the Pleasanton City 
Council to express your views.

Fred Norman, a 22-year Pleasanton 
resident, is a U.S. military veteran 
with 10 years service in the Marines 
and Air Force and a published author 
who now writes only on peace and 
anti-war themes.

GUEST OPINION
BY FRED NORMAN

Imagine 
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Business News Edited by Jeb Bing, jbing@pleasantonweekly.com

 West Sacramento-based Raley’s 
has announced that it will close 
its stores in Pittsburg and Wood-
land, adding to the four stores the 
struggling supermarket chain has 
closed so far this year.
 At the same time, the grocer 
said it is resuming negotiations 
with the United Food and Com-
mercial Workers, where both sides 
have been locked in a lengthy 
stalemate over a new contract.
 The Sacramento Bee reported 
Tuesday that this will be the first 
bargaining session since June 8 
and follows several more weeks 

of turmoil in Northern Califor-
nia’s unionized supermarket in-
dustry. Two weeks ago, UFCW 
members rejected a tentative 
contract with Save Mart/Lucky 
supermarkets by a wide margin 
but stopped short of authoriz-
ing a strike against the Modesto 
grocer, Dale Kasler reported.
 Kasler reported that negotia-
tions at Raley’s have been par-
ticularly acrimonious and that 
UFCW members have voted to 
authorize a strike.
 Raley’s spokesman John Segale 
Raley’s told the Sacramento Bee 

that the Woodland or Pittsburg 
stores could have been saved if the 
union had agreed to concessions.
 Even if union leaders can strike 
a deal with the company, there’s 
no guarantee it will be approved 
by rank-and-file members. A pro-
posed contract with Save Mart, 
which owns the Lucky supermar-
ket in Pleasanton, called for an 
end to bonus pay for Sunday and 
night work and employee contri-
butions for the first time to their 
company health insurance premi-
ums. The proposal was defeated 
by a 60-40% vote. 

 The developers of Paragon Out-
lets led the media and selected 
guests on an hour-long “sneak 
peek” of the 120-store shopping 
complex scheduled to open Thurs-
day, Nov. 8, at the southeast corner 
of I-580 and El Charro Road.
 The $162 million outlet mall is 
on a 42-acre site, with another 17 
acres suitable for further develop-
ment, developers said.
 Unlike most outlet malls, all of 
the stores and shopping corridors 
at Paragon are under a roof, with 
large openings at the ends and sky-
lights overhead to give the center 
an outdoor feeling, yet one safe 

from the elements.
 Also, the Paragon complex is 
unique in having a large food court 
in its center with a wide choice 
of offerings, including Villa Italian 
Kitchen, Japan Cafe, Auntie Anne’s, 
Subway and many more.
 The eight-building retail center is 
owned by Paragon Outlet Partners, 
a retail real estate development firm 
headquartered in Baltimore. It also 
owns outlet, retail and entertain-
ment centers in Texas and Florida.
 Robert A. Brvenik and Nicholas 
C. King, Paragon Outlet partners, 
told those attending the preview 
that the Livermore location is with-

in easy driving reach of hundreds 
of thousands of shoppers and has 
a far greater range of upscale stores 
to attract the more discriminating 
customers in the Tri-Valley.
 He said the center plans a four-
day customer celebration starting 
on opening day Nov. 8 with gifts, 
prizes and discounts available 
throughout the center.
 Paragon’s stores include Bloom-
ingdale’s The Outlet Store, Banana 
Republic Factory Store, Barney’s New 
York Outlet, Cole Haan Company 
Store, J. Crew, Michael Kors, Neiman 
Marcus Last Call, Nike Factory Store, 
Off 5th Saks and Tommy Hilfiger.

 Brvenik said more than 2,000 
jobs will be available at Paragon 
Outlets. Hiring fairs are scheduled 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Tuesday, 

Sept. 11, and Tuesday, Oct. 23, at 
the Robert Livermore Community 
Center, 4444 East Ave. in Liver-
more. 

 Safeway shoppers looking to save at 
the pump next year when the grocer 
opens its gasoline station next to its new 
Pleasanton store may be disappointed.
 Drug Store News, an industry trade 
publication, reports that the company 
is discontinuing its 3-cents-per-gallon 
gas discount for customers who carry 
the supermarket chain’s club cards.
 The news followed a preliminary in-
junction filed in May against the chain, 
which said one of Safeway’s stores, locat-
ed in Dixon, “shall not set its fuel prices 
and related Club Card discount at levels 
that result in the sale of fuel below fully 
allocated costs unless the discounted 

Club Card price is at or above the docu-
mented price at which a surveyed fuel 
competitor is selling fuel within the 24-
hour period to the Safeway sale of fuel 
below fully allocated cost.”
 Drug Store News said that Safe-
way’s decision to end its gas discount 
program had nothing to do with the 
lawsuit.
 Safeway officially discontinued the 
Club Card program nationwide last 
month and recently launched its Just 
for U loyalty card program, which bol-
stered the chain’s quarterly earnings 
and is expected to drive sales for the 
future. 

Raley’s closes 2 more stores as union 
talks continue over wages, benefits

Lucky, Safeway also pushing for concessions as competition  
heats up against non-union markets

‘Sneak Peek’ shows Paragon Outlets 
nearing completion

Developer plans four-day celebration on opening day Nov. 8

No discounts at Pleasanton 
Safeway’s new gas station

Supermarket ends its Club Card program  
on move to Just for U loyalty plan

JEB BING

News media and selected guests don hard hats as they tour the new 120-store 
Paragon Outlets, where construction continues at I-580 and El Charro Road. 
The complex, which includes a large food court shown directly ahead in the 
center of the photo, will open Nov. 8.
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Don your plaid — if not a kilt — and head to the 
Fairgrounds this weekend for an adventure in ev-
erything Scottish, from bagpipes to whisky.

 It’s the 147th year for the Scottish Highland Gathering 
& Games, which was presented by the Caledonian Club of 
San Francisco for the first time in 1866.
 “We’ve never missed a year, even during the wars or after 
the earthquake,” said media chairman Floyd Busby. “It was 
held in San Francisco for the first two years, then the third 
year it was on the beach in Sausalito.”
 The event moved to the Alameda County Fairgrounds in 
1994, and through the years it has added one feature after 
another until it fills every nook and cranny of the spacious 
grounds.
 “It’s basically reached its capacity,” Busby said. “There’s 
not must else we can throw in. It’s gotten so big, probably 
there’s only one other games bigger in North America, in 
Canada — it has the North American Pipe Band Champion-
ships.”
 The bagpipe bands also compete in Pleasanton and are a 
big draw. The local Gathering & Games also hosts the world 
championships for two of the eight athletic disciplines: the 
weight-for-height throw, and the caber toss.
 In the weight-for-height throw, the weight has a ring at-
tached to it, which the athlete swings then heaves over a bar 
that keeps getting raised.
 The caber toss is a crowd favorite as the large wooden pole 
(typically 19 feet 6 inches and weighing 175 pounds for the 
men) is balanced in the athlete’s hands as he or she runs and 
then hurls it, with the goal being for the caber to land with 
the “top” end nearest to the thrower.
 “Several years from now, when we have the 150th Games, 
we will hold the world championships for everything,” 
Busby said.
 The Scottish Highland Gathering & Games has some-
thing for everyone so it can be hard for first-timers to de-
cide what to explore first.
 “It would depend on their interest,” Busby said. “A lot of 
people love the bagpipe so I would suggest they watch the 
bagpipe competition. I would roam around, watch the athlet-
ics — six of the eight disciplines are held on the soccer field, 
where they have the children’s carnival during the Fair, near 
the Pleasanton Avenue entrance.
 “Then go and sit down and watch any entertainment, 
from easy music like folk music, to Celtic rock and roll, to 
Albannach from Scotland, which is more tribal,” he added.
 Seven stages will have continuous entertainment, with 
two hosting the Celtic Heritage performances of the Scot-
tish Fiddlers Rally, Celtic Harpers, Scottish Country Danc-
ing, balladeer John Kelly and Kirsty Fitch entertaining with 
Gaelic singing.
 “There’s also living history,” Busby said, “with Mary, Queen 
of Scots. There are Romans and Vikings, which of course in-
vaded Scotland, reenactments of battles and different events 
that take place, ceremonies and knightings.”
 He also recommended seeing the sheep dog trials and the 
birds of prey on display.
 “The handlers will get up with their bird and explain 
about them,” Busby said. “It’s really quite fascinating.”
 He also suggested a visit to the Gathering of the Clans, 
with almost 100 different clan tents, to see if you might 
have some Scottish blood. Clans have “septs” within them 
whose names are lesser known.
 “A lot don’t sound Scottish and a lot of people are fasci-
nated to find they have connections to a clan,” Busby said. 
“They find they have a tartan and a crest that, if they wish, 
belongs to them.”
 The Caledonian Club’s special website, www.thescot-
tishgames.com, lists everything that will be happening this 

COVER 

Scottish preview 
at Concert in the Park

The U.S. Marines 11-member brass band, part of 
the full marching band that will take part in the 
Scottish Gathering & Games this weekend, will 
perform from 6:30-6:55 p.m. at tonight’s weekly 
Concert in the Park at Lion Wayside Park on the 
corner of First and Neal streets. This musical 
interlude replaces the March Under the Arch 
that was presented prior to the Scottish Games 
in past years.

After their stint in downtown Pleasanton, the 
Marine musicians will return to the Marriott San 
Ramon to take part in the Friday Night Concert 
along with the L.A. Scots Grade I Pipe Band and 
New Zealand’s top solo performer, Steve McDonald.

Bring out the bagpipe

COURTESY CALEDONIAN CLUB OF SAN FRANCISCO

At last year’s Scottish Gathering & Games (clock-
wise from above) kilt-clad pipers compete; Mike 
Pockoski does a run before tossing the caber; Irish 
step dancing demonstrations take place daily; top 
female heavy event athlete Mindy Pockoski throws 
the 28-pound weight-for-height in the spinning 
method, with her feet off the ground. She holds 
the Pleasanton record at 19 feet. 
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STORY

es Everyone is Scottish this weekend — 
at the 147th Highland Gathering & Games By Dolores Fox Ciardelli

weekend at the Gathering & Games and has a map of where 
activities are taking place.
 “Plus there will be two information booths,” Busby said. 
“They have maps, and if you buy a program, the center 
spread is a map.”
 Busby strongly advised visitors not to miss the closing 
ceremonies, which are held both Saturday and Sunday.
 Beginning at 4:15 p.m., the 30 competing pipe bands 
from the United States and Canada march onto the field 
in front of the grandstand, each led by a drum major, and 
go into formation. They include the U.S. Marine Band San 
Diego and the L.A. Scots Grade I Pipe Band, performing 
together. 
 “We are the only Games in the world that has a U.S. 
military band and a Grade 1 Military Pipe Band that march 
together and play together,” Busby said.
 “The lone piper comes up on stage and starts playing 
Amazing Grace, then the drum major raises the big staff and 
650-700 pipes and drums come into it,” Busby said.
 “It’s very stirring,” he added, recalling that he’s seen a tear 
rolling down the cheeks of a friend that isn’t even Scottish 
at more than one closing ceremony.
 Seats for the closing ceremonies cost $5 but a standing 
area in front is free. A trackside terrace on the first landing 
offers a ringside seat with tables and chairs, in addition to a 
catered lunch, for $39.50.
 “We only started doing this three to four years ago,” 
Busby said.
 The 36 organizing committees of the Caledonian Club 
meet throughout the year to brainstorm ways to improve 
and plan this annual extravaganza, which is put on com-
pletely by volunteers.
 “There are people that plan their vacation around this,” 
Busby said. “Some come from out of state, and Southern 
California. Our operations crew starts on Tuesday, assem-
bling the stages, then more and more come through the 
week. They put everything together, then they’ve got to stay 
when games are over and tear everything down.
 “A lot are not members of the club and are not Scottish,” 
he continued. “One couple comes from Virginia, one from 
Colorado, others from other distances, and then there are 
those that are local. This is their vacation but they love 
doing it, this is an adventure to them.
 “They are all volunteer but they get lodging; we put them 
in different hotels.”
 This weekend at the Scottish festival, kids can also access 
their inner Scot in the Children’s Glen, which has games 
and prizes. And there is an abundance of British foods such 
as steak pies, bangers, shepherd’s pie, scotch eggs, haggis, 
pasties and Celtic rolls and. of course, ales.
 Whisky Live at the Games is returning by popular de-
mand, where, for an additional fee, one can sample the 
better single malts from Scotland and learn the finer points 
of the art of fine distilling from a Master. 

147th Scottish Highland Gathering & Games

WHERE: Alameda County Fairgrounds

WHEN: Saturday, Sept. 1 and Sunday, Sept. 2 from 
8 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

COST: $20 per adult for one day and $27 for both days; 
youths 12-17 and seniors are $12. Ages 11 and under and 
military with ID are free.

INFORMATION: www.thescottishgames.com



This weekend is a great time to 
explore the wine country right 
in our own back yard. Twenty-
nine wineries are hosting fes-
tivities at their tasting rooms as 

part of the 2012 Livermore Valley Harvest 
Wine Celebration with wine tasting, food 
vendors, local artisans and live music.
 “It’s a good event. It exposes a lot of people 
to the Livermore Valley,” said Mitchell Katz; 
the winery bearing his name is located on 
Vineyard Avenue in Pleasanton. 
 This is the 31st year that people have 
gathered over Labor Day weekend to enjoy 
the fruit of the vines of the Livermore Valley. 
Besides the 29 wineries opening their doors, 
an additional 12 will be pouring at either 
Concannon Vineyard or Wente Vineyards on 
Tesla Road.
 The festivities take place between noon 
and 5 p.m.  Sunday and Monday, and the 
ticket price includes shuttle bus transporta-
tion between the wineries on Sunday. The 
buses will travel on three different routes, 
each serving six to 11 wineries. Free park-
ing will be available at Robertson Park in 
Livermore, where guests can board buses and 
transfer between routes during the day.
 During the celebration, wineries are open 
only to ticket holders with event wristbands 
and no outside food is allowed.
 On Monday, 38 Livermore Valley winer-
ies will present a more intimate affair for 
guests at their tasting rooms. Some of these 
Monday-only special events include:
■ Bottle your own wine at Cedar Mountain 
Winery, el Sol Winery and Eckert Estate 
Winery
■ Big White House & John Evan Cellars: 
Aroma bar and sensory education to discover 
the aromas of different wine varietals
■ Mitchell Katz Winery releasing a micro-
brew
 “You’d be surprised, there’s nothing like a 
cold beer after a long day of wine drinking,” 
Katz said. “My palate just wants a nice cold 
beer.”
 Mitchell Katz Winery will have live music 
both days and different types of snacks, such 
as little tacos for about $1. 
 “When I pour an event I try to do my best 
wine,” Katz said. “I won’t get them to the 
tasting room if don’t give them my best.”
 He figures that although people may not 
buy this weekend, they will remember the 
quality of the wine and the friendly pourers.
 “I love my staff — that is what has put 
me on the map,” Katz said, noting that the 
San Francisco Chronicle named it as one 
of the Top 40 tasting rooms in Northern 
California.
 Tickets for the two-day celebration are $55 

in advance; $49.50 each if buying 10; and 
$65 the day of the event. Designated driver 
tickets are also available on the day of the 
event for $10.
 Admission price includes a commemora-
tive Livermore Valley wine glass, tastings 
of at least two wine varietals from each 
participating winery, an event program and 
discounts on wine purchases. Food at all 
winery locations will be locally prepared and 
moderately priced (under $8).
 Tickets are available online at www.LVwine.
org and at all participating Livermore Valley 
wineries, the Wine Steward in Pleasanton 
and at Bay Area Safeway stores. 
 The Harvest Wine Celebration is a fund-
raiser for the Livermore Valley Winegrowers 
Association. 

COURTESY LIVERMORE VALLEY WINEGROWERS ASSOCIATION 

Folks enjoy themselves a few years ago during the Livermore Valley Harvest Wine Celebration at the Mitchell Katz Winery.

COURTESY LVWA

Toasting the blessing of the grapes Tuesday 
morning are (l-r) Chris Chandler, executive 
director of the Livermore Valley Winegrowers 
Association; the Rev. Stephen Wilde; Rabbi 
David Katz of Temple Beth Emek; and fourth 
generation winegrower Carolyn Wente.
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TriValley Life
WHAT’S HAPPENING AROUND THE VALLEY — MUSIC, THEATER, ART, MOVIES AND MORE

PEOPLE AND LIFESTYLES 
IN OUR COMMUNITY

Labor Day tradition 
celebrates the fruit of the 
Livermore Valley vineswine harvestTOAST THE BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
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Seahawks end season well
The Pleasanton Seahawks fi nished the season 
with fantastic performances at the 2012 U.S. 
Open Swimming Championships and the Junior 
National Championships both held in India-
napolis. The women’s team took third at the U.S. 
Open, Aug. 7-11, with Catherine Breed, Allison 
Brown, Marissa Brown and Celina Li contribut-
ing to the scoring.

The following week the Seahawks fi nished second 
in combined team scoring at the Junior Nation-
als. Nick Silverthorn, Jason Chen, Maxime Rooney 
and Nick Johnston contributed for the men, 
while Allison Brown, Marissa Brown, Iris Brand, 
Kirsten Brand, Moriah Simonds and Celina Li 
contributed for the women. Notable swims were 
by Jason Chen (Pacifi c Record in the 100 back) 
and Maxime Rooney (Pacifi c Records in the 200 
fl y and 100 free). During the two weeks in India-
napolis, Seahawks swimmers achieved fi ve new 
times under the 2012 Olympic Trials cuts: Nick 
Silverthorn (200 IM), Jason Chen (100/200 back) 
and Iris Brand (50/100 free).

Happy with their wins are (back row, l-r) Head Coach Steve Morsilli, Nick Silverthorn, (front) Celina Li, Catherine 
Breed, Allison Brown and Marissa Brown.

Sports

Your local professionals, providing high-quality hearing
health care to the Tri-Valley area since 1986.

www.pleasantonhearingservices.com

Two Locations to Serve You

Pleasanton  925-337-8063
4460 Black Avenue, Ste. F

Livermore  925-344-4776
1524 Holmes, Bldg. D

HEARING
SERVICES

A Sound Approach
to Hearing Care

Most insurance companies accepted,
including members of Hill Physicians

Kenneth D. Billheimer, Au.D.
Sierra Brower, Au.D.

Jacque Pedraza

CLOCK REPAIR
Free Estimates
Free Pick-up & Delivery in Tri-Valley

Timely Service

Byfield’s Clock Shop Call (925) 736-9165

BY JOEL WARFORD
 The Pleasanton Piranhas 12U 
baseball team returned home after 
a successful week in Cooperstown, 
N.Y., competing against 25 teams 
from across the country.
 The Piranhas started strong in 
pool play with two convincing wins 
against the Hudson Valley Bulls of 
New York and the Louyaa Lightning 
of Maryland featuring homeruns by 
Mitchell Lawrence, Mitch Benson, 
Max Heverly, key RBI hits by Jer-
emy Lea, and great pitching by 
Justin Clark, Jimmy Kaufman, Car-
son Quintana and Nick Orecchia. 
Game 3 was a nail-biting 4-3 win 
over the Vipers from Oxnard on a 
strong five innings pitched by Mitch 
Benson and another homer by Max 
Heverly. Game 4 was another tight 
game as Piranhas fell to the Franklin 
Square Ravens of New York despite 

back to back homers by AJ Warford 
and Justin Clark in the first inning.
 The Piranhas battled through two 
more pool play games against the 
Hamilton A’s of New Jersey and No-
mads from SoCal. Mitch Lawrence 
hit a grand slam against the A’s. 
Piranhas finished pool play with the 
12th seed out of 25 teams going into 
the single elimination playoffs.
 The first playoff game featured 
a rematch with the Ravens and 
delivered some incredible drama. 
Early in the game Anthony Steller 
Harter and Justin Lavell hit back-to-
back homers to ignite the offense. 
After tying the game in the fifth, the 
Ravens took the lead in the top of 
the sixth on a two-run homer. In 
the bottom of the sixth, AJ Warford 
hit a two-run homer, scoring Max 
Heverly to tie the game. Then, fol-
lowing a double by Justin Clark, 

Mitch Benson crushed a walk off 
homerun. Joseph Murphy pitched 
a complete game gem in the 9-7 
win.
 In the next playoff round, Piranhas 
faced the No. 5 seed Oxnard Vipers 
and this time won convincingly, 
8-3, with homers by Max Heverly, 
Justin Clark and Justin Lavell to 
advance to the semi-final round of 
eight teams.
 The Piranhas fell short of the 
final four with a narrow loss to 
the No. 4 seed Brookfield Bandits, 
7-5. Overall for the tournament, 
the Piranhas displayed outstand-
ing pitching and defense combined 
with their power bats hitting a total 
of 17 homeruns by seven different 
players, scoring 70 runs in nine 
games, and compiling a .387 team 
batting average to highlight their 
Cooperstown experience. 

Piranhas make final round in Cooperstown
12U baseball team competes against 25 others

Pleasanton Piranhas 12U baseball team displays its hometown flag in Cooperstown, N.Y.: (l-r) Mitch Benson, AJ War-
ford, Coach Kevin Lawrence, Justin Lavell, Joseph Murphy, Mitchell Lawrence, Coach Joel Warford, Justin Clark, Max 
Heverly, Coach Bob Kaufman, Jimmy Kaufman, Nick Orecchia, Anthony Steller Harter, Jeremy Lea, Coach Ken Harter 
and Carson Quintana.
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SPORTS

BY RENEE CABRAL
 The Pleasanton Phantom U12 
team traveled to Salem, Ore., 
July 30-Aug. 5 for the Western 
Nationals, its final tournament 
for the 2012 summer. Under the 
coaching of Mike Williams, Jenny 
Williams and Kristen Ho Tseung, 
the team prevailed into Sunday 
and finished fourth out of 49 
teams, the highest for a Phantom 
team of any age at the Western 
Nationals in 10 years.
 Game 1 on Tuesday was against 
the Portland Rip City; Phantom 
won, 5-1. The second pool play 
game was against the Corona 
Gold, which had finished third in 
the SoCal State Championships, 
and Phantom shut them down, 
6-0, earning a No. 1 seed entering 
bracket play. 
 Now in bracket play, the next 
game was against the Orcutt Xplo-
sion. Danielle Williams led the 
team to a win, 5-1. Next Phantom 
battled to get a 5-2 win against 
the PICO Fastpitch AllStars, who 
had finished second in SoCal.
 Going into Saturday with four 
wins was invigorating, starting at 
noon, again against Corona Gold, 
but it did not come easy. Corona 
was ahead, 3-1, all the way into 

the fifth inning. Phantom’s bats 
finally fired up and it came back 
to win, 4-3. The next game was 
at 2 p.m. in 100-degree heat, a 
close battle against the eventual 
champions, Simi Valley. Phantom 
lost, 0-1, in the no hitter.
 On Sunday, with only six 
teams remaining in the tourna-
ment, Phantom started against 
East County of San Diego. Both 
teams looked alive and ready to 
play. At the end of the first inning 
the score was 2-1 with Phantom 
ahead; the game ended in a Phan-
tom 4-1 win.
 With the tournament now down 
to four teams, Phantom faced the 
Alameda Blaze. The Blaze scored 
four runs in the first two in-
nings, but in the third inning four 
singles from Nicole Riordan, Dan-
ielle Williams, Shelby Cabral and 
Courtney Dinelli put Phantom on 
the board to cut the Blaze lead to 
two. The Blaze held strong and 
scored one more run in the bot-
tom of the third.
 In the fourth inning, big hits 
from Mary Rockwood, Emily 
Trinidad and Nicole Riordan were 
not enough to get Phantom a run 
but they were able to hold the 
Blaze. In the fifth inning, Phan-

tom continued its hitting streak 
with a double from Shelby Cabral 
followed by a single from Court-
ney Dinelli. Sofia Molina then hit 
a sacrifice fly to score a run.
 Now at 3-5, Phantom was feel-
ing positive and strong. Phantom 
was able to hold the Blaze to five 
runs; however, Blaze held the 

Phantom to three runs for a 3-5 
win for the Alameda Blaze, which 
went on to defeat El Rio (Ox-
nard) and ultimately lose in the 
championship game to the still 
undefeated Simi Valley.
 Pleasanton Phantom 12B played 
great throughout the tournament, 
which was a continuation of a 

successful softball season that 
wrapped up with a record of 
38-7-1. The girls played in eight 
tournaments during the summer, 
won three titles, finished second 
twice, and culminated the season 
with this fourth place in Western 
Nationals. 

Phantom U12 team 4th  
in Western Nationals

2012 softball season best in 10 years

Pleasanton Phantom U12 team members are (back row, l-r) Coach Jenny Williams, Shelby Cabral, Sofia Molina, Coach 
Mike Williams, Michaela Cabral, Coach Kristen Ho Tseung, (middle) Courtney Dinelli, Emily Trinidad, Jenna O’Neal, 
Nicole Riordan, Mary Rockwood, Jessica O’Neal, (front) Danielle Williams and Lauren Ho Tseung.
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BY JESSICA LIPSKY
 The Pleasanton Police Depart-
ment and allied agencies are seeking 
the public’s assistance in identifying 
the suspects in two sexual assaults 
that occurred earlier this month. 
The incidents seem to be unrelated, 
though both occurred during the 
wee hours of the morning.
 The most recently reported case 
involved the impersonation of a 
police officer at around 3 a.m., Sun-
day, Aug. 5. Police said a woman 
was driving on Valley Avenue at 
Bernal Avenue when she heard what 
sounded like the chirp of a police 
siren. After seeing a flash of light 
coming from the vehicle behind her, 
the driver believed she was being 
stopped by a law enforcement of-
ficer and pulled over to the side of 
the road in a secluded area.
 The male suspect approached the 
driver’s side door and showed the 
victim a star shaped badge in his 
hand, then ordered the victim out 
of her vehicle and handcuffed her, 
according to police reports. She 
was then placed in the back seat of 
the suspect’s vehicle and driven to 
an unknown secluded road where 
she was sexually assaulted by the 
suspect in his vehicle. The suspect 

left the victim at the scene of the 
crime and drove away. 
 The victim walked back to her 
vehicle and drove home, police 
said. She did not sustain any life 
threatening injuries and did not 
report the incident to police until 
Aug. 28. It is not known why the 
incident wasn’t reported earlier.  
 “Sexual assault, being a very 
traumatic experience, victims re-
spond in a variety of ways. There 
is no standardized way of report-
ing,” said Sgt. Maria Munayer. “I 
don’t want to speculate on why 
she waited, I’m just glad she came 
forward.”
 The suspect 
is described as 
a white male in 
his late 20s or 
early 30s with 
dark brown 
or black hair. 
He is 5 feet 10 
inches to 6 feet 
tall, approxi-
mately 185 
pounds and 
of medium or 
muscular build. The suspect wore 
a dark colored button-down shirt 
with no police insignia and a dark, 

police-style hat with patent leather 
brim and no police insignia.
 The victim described the suspect’s 
vehicle as a dark four-door sedan of 
unknown make and model. 
 In a more recent incident, a 
woman in her 20s was sexually 
assaulted and robbed Sunday, Aug. 
19, while walking home alone from 
downtown at about 2:30 a.m., ac-
cording to a news release from the 
Pleasanton Police Department.
 “While walking in the area of First 
Street and Spring Avenue, she no-
ticed a male adult was following her. 
When she reached Kottinger Park, 
the male had closed the distance 
between them. He made a comment 
to her that caused her to fear for her 
safety,” the release stated.
 The woman ran into Kottinger 
Park to get away from the suspect; 
he chased her into the park, then 
sexually assaulted her and robbed 
her of an undisclosed amount of 
cash before running off.
 The victim was transported to 
a local hospital where she was 
treated and released.
 “It’s not life threatening, she 
just received bruises and cuts all 
over her body,” said Munayer, who 
confirmed that sexual assaults by 

strangers are a rarity in Pleasanton.
 This suspect 
is described 
as white or 
Hispanic with 
dark, short hair, 
in his early 20s, 
5 feet 9 inches 
tall, weighing 
185 pounds 
and with a 
muscular build. 
He also had dis-
tinguishing tat-
toos, according 
to the news release: “old English” 
style writing across his collarbones 
and one tattoo on each upper arm.
 His hat, a Los Angeles Dodgers 
baseball cap, was recovered by po-
lice.
 “Physical evidence recovered has 
been submitted to the Alameda 
County Crime Lab for forensic ex-
amination,” the press release said.
 The Police Department has in-
creased patrols, including uni-

formed bicycle officers, around 
Kottinger Village Park. Anyone with 
information about these incidents 
or the identity of either suspect is 
urged to contact the Pleasanton 
Police Department at 931-5100. 

POLICE REPORT

The Pleasanton Police Department 
made the following information avail-
able. 

Aug 22
Theft

■ 10:37 a.m. in the 5900 block of 
Gibraltar Drive

■ 11:26 a.m. in the 6000 block of Kolb 
Ranch Drive

■ 11:30 a.m. in the 3400 block of 
Arbor Drive

■ 2:59 p.m. in the 2300 block of Santa 
Rita Road; fraud

■ 3:12 p.m. in the 6200 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

■ 3:25 p.m. in the 4300 block of 
Hacienda Drive; shoplifting

■ 10:44 p.m. in the 3500 block of 
Yellowstone Court; fraud

Auto burglary

■ 11:33 a.m. in the 4700 block of 
Willow Road

■ 9:14 p.m. in the 1500 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

Drug/alcohol violations

■ 12:22 a.m. at the intersection of 
Stoneridge Mall Road and Springdale 
Avenue; DUI

Aug 23
Theft

■ 8:48 a.m. in the 5800 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; recovered sto-
len vehicle

■ 2:39 p.m. in the 1500 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; shoplifting

Drug/alcohol violations

■ 9:30 p.m. in the 6300 block of Dublin 
Blvd.; DUI

Domestic battery

■ 4:33 p.m. in the 3500 block of 
Yellowstone Court

Aug. 24
Burglary

■ 4:45 p.m. in the 5800 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; commercial 
burglary

Theft

■ 10:25 a.m. in the 600 block of Varese 
Court; fraud

Drug/alcohol violations

■ 1:08 a.m. at the intersection of 
Spring Street and First Street, DUI

■ 1:57 a.m.at the intersection of St. 
Mary Street and Pleasanton Avenue; 
DUI

■ 12:27 p.m. in the 6000 block of 
Johnson Drive; possession of a con-
trolled substance

■ 12:33 p.m. in the 6000 block of 
Johnson Drive; paraphernalia posses-
sion and possession of a controlled 
substance

Auto burglary

■ 2:21 p.m. in the 4400 block of Payne 
Road

■ 7:20 p.m. in the 1000 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

Vandalism

■ 5:48 p.m. in the 600 block of 
Palomino Drive

■ 12:19 p.m. at the intersection of 
Santa Rita Road at Stoneridge Drive; 
graffiti

■ 11:35 p.m. in the 6000 block of 
Johnson Drive

Aug. 25
Theft

■ 2:32 p.m. in the 7000 block of 
Johnson Drive; stolen cell phone

Drug/alcohol violations

■ 1:14 a.m. at the intersection of 
Pleasanton and Rose avenues; DUI

■ 9:10 p.m. in the 2700 block of 
Hopyard Road; DUI

■ 11:34 p.m. in the 5100 block of 
Hopyard Road; paraphernalia pos-
session

Aug. 26
Theft

■ 10:30 a.m. in the 6000 block of 
Johnson Drive; shoplifting

■ 11:10 a.m. in the 6000 block of 
Johnson Drive; larceny

■ 11:46 a.m. in the 3600 block of 
Andrews Drive; bicycle theft

Weapons violation

■ 12:44 a.m. in the 6800 block of 
Santa Rita Road; possession of a billy 
club

Burglary

■ 10:44 a.m. in the 4500 block of 
Rosewood Drive; commercial burglary

■ 4:06 p.m. in the 6700 block of Paseo 
Catalina; residential burglary

Drug/alcohol violations

■ 12:35 a.m. in the 5100 block of 
Hopyard Road; paraphernalia pos-
session

■ 3:21 a.m. in the 5200 block of 
Hopyard Road; marijuana possession

■ 3:40 a.m. in the 5200 block of 
Hopyard Road; marijuana possession

■ 5:54 p.m. in the 5300 block of 
Hopyard Road; drunk in public

Aug. 27
Theft

■ Between 7:30 a.m. and 7 p.m. in the 
5300 block of Owens Court; stolen 
vehicle

■ Between 10:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. 
in the 5500 block of West Las Positas 
Blvd.; stolen cell phone

■ 8:32 p.m. in the 5600 block of Owens 
Court; vehicle theft

■ 11:29 p.m. in the 1400 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; shoplifting

Burglary

■ 9:09 a.m. in the 5800 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; commercial 
burglary

Drug/alcohol violations

■ 12:35 a.m. in the 5200 block of 
Hopyard Road; marijuana possession

■ 2:26 p.m. at the intersection of 
Bevilacqua Court at Del Sol Avenue; 
marijuana possession

Aug. 28
Theft

■ 9:21 a.m. in the 4500 block of 
Chabot Drive; fraud

Drug/alcohol violations

■ 1:41 a.m. at the intersection of Sunol 
Blvd. and Bernal Avenue; under the 
influence of a controlled substance, 
paraphernalia possession and posses-
sion of a controlled substance

Vandalism

■ 12:01 p.m. in the 7700 block of 
Canyon Meadows Circle

WEEKLY MEETING NOTICES

The above represents a sampling of upcoming meeting items. 
For complete information, please visit  

www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/community/calendar

ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  
AND PUBLIC COMMENT IS WELCOME

City Council
Tuesday, September 4, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

 

East Pleasanton Specific Plan Task Force

City of Pleasanton Seeks Members for the Parks 
& Recreation Master Plan Steering Committee

Two women assaulted during early morning
Suspect poses as policeman as he handcuffs woman, sexually assaults her

COMMUNITY PULSE

A sketch of the 
suspect in the 
Aug. 5 assault.

A sketch of the 
suspect in the 
Aug. 19 assault.

POLICE BULLETIN
$15,000 jewelry haul 
from home

 Residents on the 6700 block 
of Paseo Catalina reported to 
police that $15,000 worth of 
jewelry as stolen from their 
home Aug. 26.
 Police are investigating the 
incident as a residential bur-
glary; there were no signs of 
forced entry and a housekeeper 
is considered to be a suspect. 
 In another theft, several hun-
dred dollars of copper wire was 
stolen from a home in the 3400 
block of Arbor Drive on Aug. 22. 
Piping valued at $750 was stored 
in the back yard of the home, 
which was under construction.
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Transitions Submit a memorial (including photos and video), search recent obituaries and write a remembrance 
through Pleasanton Weekly’s obituary directory at PleasantonWeekly.com/obituaries

Lily Ann Dowall Joberg
 Lily Ann Dowall Joberg died on August 23, 2012 at the 
home of her daughter, June Kowallis of Providence, Utah. 
She was 89 years old. 
 She was born in Pine Bluffs, Wyoming, the only child of 
William and Pauline Reynolds Dowdall. She spent her child-
hood in Morrison, Illinois and much of her adulthood in the 
Bay Area of California. She met Elgin A Joberg and was mar-
ried on February 14, 1945 in San Francisco. They were blessed 
with three children, June Joberg Kowallis (Rodney) of Provi-
dence, Utah, Jeanne Joberg Brown (Doyle) of Moses Lake, 
Washington and David Joberg of Walnut Creek, California. 
 She lived in Pleasanton, California for 49 years, where she raised her children 
and attended the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 
 She was preceded in death by her husband, Elgin, a granddaughter, Ann 
Marie Kowallis and a grandson, Kelsey G Brown. She leaves behind her 12 grand-
children and 19 great-grandchildren.
 Graveside services will be conducted on August 31, 2012 at 12:30 PM at the 
Grove Hill Cemetery in Morrison, Illinois. Prior to the graveside service a viewing 
will take place at the Bosma-Renkes Funeral Home from 11:00AM until noon, 
for all those who wish to pay their respects.
 Donations in memory of Lily Ann can be made to the Las Trampas School, 
Inc. for the handicapped, 3460 Lana Lane, Lafayette, CA 94649.

OBITUARIES PAID OBITUARIES

Mike and 
Sharon Fuller
 Mike and Sharon 
Fuller are celebrated 
their 50th wedding 
anniversary. They 
met Aug. 25, 1960, 
at Fishers Hamburg-
ers in Pleasanton, and 
two years later to the 
day they were married 
in Reno, Nev. For the 
next 10 years, Sharon 
worked as a beauti-
cian at Normandy’s in 
Livermore and Bobbies High Style in Pleasanton. Mike 
worked with McGuire and Hester in Oakland until 
1975 when he started building Mountain Cascade Inc.
 They have a son, Duke, and a daughter, Schelly, 
and now have many grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. Family and friends have all shared in 
Mike’s love of dragster racing, which he still enjoys. 
Mike and Sharon often travel to the home they built 
in Mexico.

Peggy and 
Bernie 
Monahan

 Peggy and 
Bernie Mona-
han were mar-
ried Sept. 1, 
1962, at St. 
Clare Church 
in Essex, Md. 
Their honeymoon was driving across the country to 
make their home in California to settle in Pleasanton 
more than 49 years ago.
 Bernie worked for Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory, retiring in 1990. Peggy worked for Com-
munity First National Bank, its holding company 
California Bancshares, and retired in 1997, although 
she continued to do consulting until 2000.
 They will spend their 50th anniversary at the 
Aptos beach home of their son Chuck and his wife, 
Amy Adams, and their two sons, and their daughter 
and her husband, Joey and Toby Anderson, and their 
three children. 

ANNIVERSARIES

McNerney-Broadway

 Congressman Jerry and Mary McNerney of Pleasan-
ton announced the engagement of their son Michael 
Christopher to Jillian Marie Broadway, the daughter of 
Noah III and Pam Broadway of Oregon, Ohio.
 Michael and Jillian, both U.S. Air Force veterans, 
met while they were stationed together on active 
duty. Michael graduated from UC Davis and Ameri-
can University, Washington School of Law. He is 
currently a cyber policy advisor in the Office of the 
Secretary of Defense.
 Jillian is a graduate of Bowling Green University 
in Ohio and does research and development for the 

Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency.
 Michael and Jillian will be married at Port Clinton, 
Ohio, on Sept. 7.

ENGAGEMENTS

Know a hero?
We are calling for nomina-
tions. Individuals who live or 
work in Pleasanton, Dublin, 
San Ramon, Danville, Alamo 
or Blackhawk are eligible, 
as are organizations and 
businesses headquartered in 
these communities. If you 
know a person, organiza-
tion or group deserving of 
recognition, complete the 
form at http://tinyurl.com/
Tri-ValleyHeroes.

Linda Louise Ansell
 Linda Louise Ansell passed peacefully on August 22, 
2012 at her home in Pleasanton, California. Linda (née 
Massey) was born on January 20, 1941 in Cannelton, 
West Virginia. She was the 6th of 13 children and the 3rd 
of four girls. Her father, James Morris Massey, known as 
Maurice, was orphaned at a young age and worked in 
the coal mines of Kanawha County, West Virginia from 
the age of 11. Linda loved living in the countryside and 
said as a child she never considered herself poor. They 
had fresh vegetables from a huge garden the family kept 
and collected wild berries with her sisters. They canned 
everything and never went hungry. After graduating from Parkersburg High 
School, Linda worked for the government processing punch cards before she 
decided to move to California when she was 21 to live with her oldest brother, 
Jim, his wife Joan, and their young children. She was looking for a new life and 
found it in Santa Maria, CA. She loved working with numbers and soon found 
a job working as a teller at the Bank of America in Santa Maria. There she 
met Kathleen Silva who was soon to be Kathy Jones and her best friend. The 
two of them were still known for giggling and long talks even after 50 years 
friendship. One day a young man, recently home from serving in the US Army 
in Germany, came to her window at the bank and asked her out. Despite hav-
ing a balance of just over $4 in the bank, Linda agreed. The young man, Gary 
Ansell, took her to Los Angeles to see a Cinemascope showing of “It’s A Mad, 
Mad, Mad, Mad World.” They married three months later in November 1964. 
In 1969, they gave birth to their first son, Michael Albert Ansell. In 1971, they 
had a second son, Christopher Lee Ansell. Linda was completely focused on 
raising her two boys. She read to them constantly and took them to the park 
or to the swimming pool whenever she could. Gary worked for the post office 
and in 1974 he was transferred with the family to San Luis Obispo and then in 
1977 to Carpinteria. She loved books and spent hours every day reading. She 
took her sons to the Carpinteria Library so often that between them they read 
practically every book in the tiny library and the librarians became like fam-
ily. When both boys started school she volunteered in their classrooms, with 
PTO activities and worked as a yard duty at Canalino School in Carpinteria, 
making close friends along the way. She was greatly loved by all the kids who 
followed her around the playground. After a few years, she became teacher’s 
aide for a second grade classroom. She was like a second mom for many who 
was greatly loved for her warmth, support, sense of humor, and love for all. In 
the 1980’s and 1990’s she worked as an office manager in two different real 
estate offices and enjoyed bookkeeping and working with people, especially 
those new in town who wanted to know what Carpinteria was like. In the late 
1980’s, she met with a series of tragedies including the loss of her younger 
son, her husband, and emergency brain surgery that she barely survived. She 
showed her amazing strength during this time and dedicated herself to mak-
ing sure her older son, Mike, graduated from college. College was a dream 
of hers and she made it possible for her son with her strength, hard work, 
and endless support. Mike graduated with a degree in chemistry from CSU, 
Chico and later a Ph.D. from the University of Oregon thanks to her. Linda 
had always been close with her sister, Julie, as a girl in West Virginia. Despite 
moving to California, they remained very close. As time passed, they talked 
almost every day. Linda was also close with many friends including her sister, 
Ginger. All of the sisters were great conversationalists. In 2004, Linda moved 
to Pleasanton, California to be closer to her grandchildren, two beautiful little 
girls. She dedicated herself to reading to them and to spoiling them in every 
way she could. Linda was happy to make friends at her gym in Pleasanton, the 
senior center, and among her neighbors. Linda is survived by her son, Mike, 
her daughter in law, Sonia, and her granddaughters, Sarah and Lucie, her 
sisters Julie and Ginger, and her brothers Eddie, David, Johnny and Robert. 
 A Memorial Service will be held on Friday, August 31st at 11am at Cal-
laghan Mortuary, 3833 East Ave, Livermore, CA.
 In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the Ansell Family Scholar-
ship c/o Las Positas College Foundation, 3000 Campus Hill Road, Liver-
more CA 94551.



Pleasanton Weekly August 31, 2012  Page 19

Clubs
LEAGUE TOUR AND LUNCH The 
Livermore-Amador Valley League 
of Women Voters invites inter-
ested people to attend a tour of 
the Pleasanton Museum on Main 
exhibit “Wherever There’s a Fight” 
at 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m., Wednesday, 
Sept. 5, at Museum on Main, 
603 Main St., Pleasanton. Lunch 
at Handles Restaurant will fol-
low. Cost is $15. For information 
about League activities and for 
lunch reservations, call 846-9739. 

Concerts
CONCERTS IN THE PARK 
Pleasanton Downtown 
Association presents live con-
certs throughout the summer 
from 7-8:30 p.m. Fridays at 
Lions Wayside Park at the corner 
of First and Neal streets. High 
Energy Rock & Roll by Public Eye 
on Aug. 31. Visit www.pleasan-
tondowntown.net. 

CROOKED JADES Enjoy a 
free one-hour concert at 3 
p.m., Sunday, Sept. 9, at the 
Pleasanton Public Library, 400 
Old Bernal Ave, by one of the 
Bay Area’s pre-eminent blue-
grass bands, the Crooked Jades, 
which keeps true to its old-time 
string band heart, yet exag-
gerates the aura of rural pre-
radio era music. The concert is 
sponsored by the Friends of the 
Pleasanton Library. Call 931-
3405. 

Events
BACK TO SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP 
RUN Enjoy a run or walk at 
Shadow Cliffs Regional Park at 
the 17th annual Back to School 
Scholarship Run, sponsored 
by the Northern California 
Association of Sales & Marketing 
Companies, on Sunday, Sept. 9, 
to raise money for college schol-
arships for children of parents 
in the California food industry. 
It features a 10K Run, 5K Run 
& Walk, and a Children’s Mile. 
The first 300 registered entrants 
will receive the Scholarship Run’s 
Monster Goodie Bag. Entry fees 
are $30 for preregistered and $35 
on race day. Call On Your Mark 
Race Events at 209-795-7832 or 
visit www.active.com. 

Fundraisers
BROTHELS, BAR ROOMS AND 
BANDITS The Museum on Main 
is holding its annual fund-
raiser, Brothels, Bar Rooms 
and Bandits, from 6-10:30 
p.m., Saturday, Sept. 15, at the 
Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353 
Sunol Blvd. Return to Pleasanton 
of 1890s and enjoy gambling 
with friends and eating great 
food. Western attire encouraged. 
Cost of $45 includes barbecue 
dinner, gambling chips and 
entertainment. Tickets available 
at Museum on Main, 603 Main 
St., Pleasanton, or call 462-
2766. 

Live Music
RUCKATAN LATIN TRIBE The popular 
Alameda-based world music group, 
Ruckatan Latin Tribe, will be per-
forming at 8 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 
1, at the Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. 
The seven band members, from 
three different continents, infuse 
their cultures and love of their roots 
into their music, a blend of Latin, 
reggae and rock sounds. Ticket are 
$15-$20. Call 931-4848 or visit 
www.firehousearts.org. 

Seniors
DMV SENIOR OMBUDSMAN 
PROGRAM Hear from one of four 
Ombudsmen with the DMV 
assigned to the state, from 10:30-
11:30 a.m., Tuesday, Sept. 11, 
at the Senior Center, 5353 Sunol 
Blvd. The program addresses 
the concerns of senior drivers. 
Ombudsmen can assist as a “go-
between” to ensure that senior driv-
ers are treated fairly & consistent 
with laws and regulations and with 
the dignity they deserve. There is no 
charge for this event. Call 931-5365 
or visit www.pleasantonseniorcen-
ter.org. 

SENIOR CLIPPER CARDS A repre-
sentative from BART will be at the 
Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353 
Sunol Blvd., from 9 a.m.-noon, 
Monday, Sept. 17, and can issue 
Senior Clipper Cards to those 65 
years of age and older. Bring a driv-
er’s license, passport or identifica-
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6189 Preston Avenue, Livermore  |  925-243-1376

www.prestigefurniture.net 
Mon - Fri 10am-8pm  Sat 10am-7pm  Sun 11am-6pm

*Minimum purchase of $1,000 to qualify for paying no sales tax offers or extended fi nancing offer. Does not apply to previous purchases, 
fl oor samples, layaways, Prestige Furniture online prices & clearence items. Some items used for representational purposes only. 

We reserve the right to correct printed errors. Financed prices slightly different. Expires 9/9/2012

$574
-20% Off

Recliner Sofa $ 459
$662

-20% Off

5 Pc. Dining Set
Includes table 42” x 66”
& 4 side chairs
FREE BENCH WITH PURCHASE
OF THIS SET

$529
$1162

-20% Off

2 Pc. Pillow 
Back Chaise 
Sectional
Reversible, Ottoman
also available

$929

48

Sale!Labor DAY
Sale through Sept. 9th

ON THE 
TOWN

AMERICAN
Eddie Papa’s American 
Hangout
4889 Hopyard Road, 
Pleasanton, 469-6266. 
Winner of The Pleasanton 
Weekly’s Reader Choice 
Awards for “Best American 
Food,” “Best Meal Under 
$20” and “Best Kid Friendly 
Restaurant,” Eddie Papa’s 
American Hangout celebrates 
the regional food and bever-
age cultures of America. 
Bring the whole family to 
enjoy iconic dishes from 
across the United States, Old 
World Hospitality, and hand 
crafted artisan cocktails. 
www.eddiepapas.com.

BARBECUE
Red Smoke Grill
4501 Hopyard Road, 
Pleasanton, 734-0307. Home 
of the Tri Tip and Blue, Red 
Smoke Grill was Voted 
Reader’s Choice Best 2006, 
2007, 2008, 2010 and 2011. 
Dine in or take out rotisserie 
chicken, ribs, prawns, salads 
and tri tip, or pulled pork 
sandwiches. Relax with a 
beer or a bottle of wine. 
Visit www.redsmokegrill.com. 

Your Guide to Home 
& Auto Services

$59.99
$24.99

Synthetic 
Oil Change  

Special

Full Service 
Oil Change  

Special
Call for details!  925-249-9751

57 California Ave. Ste A, Pleasanton

Includes 22pt. inspection and tire rotation

Includes 22pt. inspection and tire rotation

NEW in 
Pleasanton

To advertise here call 925-600-0840

Over 20 years of

925.462.1207
Showroom and Factory

located at 4225 Stanley Blvd
near downtown Pleasanton

www.window-ology.com
Contractor’s License #904282

We also do…
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tion card. Clipper Cards offer seniors 
a discounted rate for BART. For more 
information, call 931-5365 or visit 
www.pleasantonseniorcenter.org. 

Support Groups
‘STEPPING STONES ON YOUR GRIEF 
JOURNEY’ Although there is no right 
or wrong path for each individual 
grief journey, there are stepping 
stones that are part of each, which 
will be explored in an eight-week 
series of workshops. The class is 
eight Thursday evenings at 7:30 p.m., 
Sept. 6-Oct. 25, at St. Elizabeth 
Seton Church, 4001 Stoneridge 
Dr., Pleasanton. Preregistration is 
requested. Space is limited. A one 
time donation of $15 is requested. 

The sessions are open to all, regard-
less of religious affiliation. Call Mary 
Hagerty at 846-5377. 

Volunteering
EAST BAY STAND DOWN Volunteers 
are needed to give a “hand up” to 
men and women who have served 
honorably in military service and 
are now homeless. More than 
1,000 volunteers with various skills 
and abilities are needed to support 
the operation of an East Bay Stand 
Down “tent city” at the Alameda 
County Fairgrounds from Thursday, 
Sept. 13, through noon, Sunday, 
Sept. 16. Volunteers must register 
by Aug. 31 at www.eastbaystand-
down.org. Financial assistance is 

also greatly needed. Checks may 
be sent to Diablo Valley Veterans 
Foundation EBSD, P.O. Box 2133, 
Danville, CA 94526. 

Workshops
KEEPING THE GARDEN HEALTHY 
Enjoy working in your garden more! 
Make the work easier on your body 
in order to keep it fun throughout 
your life. Alameda County Master 
Gardeners are on hand from 9:30-
11:30 a.m. the second Saturday 
of every month to give advice and 
guided tours of their Demonstration 
Garden. Free Livermore Earth 
Friendly Demonstration Garden, 
3575 Greenville Rd., Livermore. 510-
639-1371. www.acmg.ucdavis.edu

ON THE TOWN ● CALENDAR

ALAMEDA
 County Transportation

Commission
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Measure B funds 
local streets and 
roads and mass 
transit services, 
improves bicycle 
and pedestrian 
safety, provides 
better transit 
access for seniors 
and people with 
disabilities, and 
improves highway 
ef ciencies

ALAMEDA
 County Transportation

Commission

Busy Bees’ Preschool
Register NOW for Fall!

• Full-time/Part-time
• New Infant Program
• Preschool - Junior
 Kindergarten
• K-5th After School
 Enrichment 
 (includes pickups)
• Year Round
• Large Outdoor
 Playground
• All Certifi ed Staff

925-249-9000 Hours: 7am-6pm M-F

4300 Mirador Drive, Pleasanton  www.busybeespleasanton.com

OPEN HOUSE
September 8

11am-2pm

50% OFF
One Month’s Tuition*

*Tuition offer is prorated 

over a 5 month period. 

Exp. 9-30-12.
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115 Announcements
Knit and Crochet Show

Sept 14-16, Grand Sierra Resort, 
Reno, NV. Classes/Shopping. (100 
Classes start Wednesday Sept. 12) 
$10 Admission. email knitandcro-
chetshow@offinger.com or www.

KnitandCrochetShow.com (Cal-SCAN)

SHARPEN UP AT THE FARMERS’ MRKT

Speed Dancing Singles Party

120 Auctions
Advertise Your Auction

in 240 California newspapers for 
one low cost of $600. Your 25 word 

classified ad reaches over 6 mil-
lion+ Californians. Free brochure call 
Elizabeth (916)288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)

130 Classes & 
Instruction

Airbrush/Media Makeup Artists
For: Ads - TV - Film - Fashion

Train and Build Portfolio in 1 week
Lower Tuition for 2012 

AwardMakeupSchool.com

Aviation Maintenance Tech
Airline careers begin here. FAA 

approved training. Financial aid if quali-
fied - Housing available. Job placement 
assistance. CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance (888) 242-3382. (Cal-

SCAN)

135 Group Activities
CLUTTERLess (CL) Self Help Mon.s

LIONESS Club welcomesNew members

FOR SALE

SOLD

202 Vehicles Wanted
Cash for Cars

Any Car/Truck. Running or Not! Top 
Dollar Paid. We Come To You! Call For 
Instant Offer: 1-888-420-3808 www.

cash4car.com (AAN CAN)

Donate Your Car, Truck, Boat
to Heritage for the Blind. Free 3 Day 

Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, 
All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 888-902-

6851. (Cal-SCAN)

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques

235 Wanted to Buy
Sell Your Gold Jewelry

and Get Cash! Ranked #1 on NBC`s 
Today Show - SellYourGold. Call to 

Request a Free Appraisal 1- 888-650-
1019. (Cal-SCAN)

245 Miscellaneous
Cable TV-Internet-Phone

Save! Packages start at $89.99/mo 
(for 12 months.) Options from ALL 

major service providers. Call Acceller 
today to learn more! CALL 1-888-897-

7650. (Cal-SCAN)

Dish Network
Save over $800 when you switch 

to DISH. Promotional prices start at 
$19.99 a month. Call Today and ask 
about Next Day Installation. 800-305-

1028. (Cal-SCAN)

Mantis Deluxe Tiller
New! FastStart engine. Ships free. 

One-Year Money-Back Guarantee when 
you buy direct. Call for the DVD and 

FREE Good Soil book! 888-815-5176. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Omaha Steaks
Save 65% and get 2 FREE GIFTS when 

you order 100 Percent guaranteed, 
delivered to the door Omaha Steaks 
- Family Value Combo. NOW ONLY 
$49.99. ORDER Today 1-888-525-
4620 use code 45393JRK or www.

OmahaSteaks.com/father56 (Cal-SCAN)

Reduce Your Cable Bill!
Get a 4-Room All-Digital Satellite system 

installed for FREE and programming 
starting at $19.99/mo. FREE HD/DVR 
upgrade for new callers, CALL NOW. 
1-800-925-7945 Supply MAM-2201, 

UR-144, 4-MEC, - $100

MIND
& BODY

425 Health Services
Diabetics with Medicare

Get a FREE Talking Meter and diabetic 
testing supplies at No Cost, plus FREE 
home delivery! Best of all, this meter 
eliminates painful finger pricking! Call 

888-781-9376. (Cal-SCAN)

Emergency Response 24/7
$1/day. Living alone? You could fall! 

Deaths from falls can be avoided. Help 
is a button push away. Lifewatch 1-800-

207-4078. (Cal-SCAN)

Female Hair Loss
Over 30 Million Women Suffer From 
Hair Loss! Do you? If So We Have a 
Solution! CALL KERANIQUE TO FIND 

OUT MORE 888-690-0395. (Cal-SCAN)

Medical Alert for Seniors
24/7 monitoring. FREE Equipment. 
FREE Shipping. Nationwide Service. 

$29.95/Month CALL Medical Guardian 
Today 866-944-5935. (Cal-SCAN)

Sleep Apnea Sufferers
with Medicare. Get FREE CPAP 

Replacement Supplies at No Cost, plus 
FREE home delivery! Best of all, prevent 
red skin sores and bacterial infection! 

Call 888-699-7660. (Cal-SCAN)

475 Psychotherapy & 
Counseling
Free telephone consultation

EMPLOYMENT

500 Help Wanted
Lead Auditor/IVD Program Manager

Pleasanton, CA. Analyze/plan/direct/
manage audit projs. for medical device 

certs. using biomed. analy. & proc.; 
prep. audit plans/budgets; analyze 
tech. files; dsgn dossiers; conduct 

cust. prod. auditing & certs.; devise/
enhance test procds. Req. Bach. (or 

equiv.) in Bio.-related Sci., Bio. or 
Elec. Engg. + 5 yrs. in job, as Bio. 

Lab Tech/Asst., or related, incl. 3 yrs. 
exp. in pathology, molec. bio., immu-
nohistochem., and histology w/i a lab 
setting. Brief domestic & intl. business 
trips. E-mail resume to TUV Rheinland 
of North America, Inc., RBarrigas@

us.tuv.com.

Principal Software Engineer
Principal Software Engineer wanted 
in Pleasanton. Involves developing 

architecture and design specifications 
for new GPS and tracking products and 
initiatives. Requires a Bachelors Degree 
in Computer Science or equivalent field 
and five (5) years experience in GPS / 
Tracking Software Development along 
with specific skills. Send resume and 
salary requirements and/or inquiries 
about additional details to Human 

Resources, NAVMAN Wireless North 
America, 2701 Patriot Blvd., Ste. 125, 
Glenview, IL 60026 or Tiffiny.Bolden@

NavmanWireless.com. No calls.

ROOFERS
Hiring experienced roofers for work 
throughout Bay Area. Competitive 

wages. Contact Yorkshire Roofing at 
(925) 606-6700 for more information.

550 Business 
Opportunities

Dollar and Dollar Plus Stores
Start now! Open Red Hot Dollar, Dollar 
Plus, Mailbox, Discount Party, Discount 

Clothing, Teen Store, Fitness Center 
from $51,900 worldwide! 

www.DRSS25.com. 1-800-518-3064. 
(Cal-SCAN)

560 Employment 
Information

Actors/Movie Extras
Needed immediately for upcoming roles 

$150-$300 /day depending on job 
requirements. No experience, all looks 
needed. 1-800-560-8672 for casting 

times /locations.

Actors/Movie Extras
Make up to $300/day. No Experience 
required. All looks and ages. Call 866-

339-0331

Actors/Movie Extras
Make up to $300/day. No Experience 
required. All looks and ages. Call 866-

339-0331

Assemble CD Cases
from home! Extra income! No experi-

ence necessary! Call our Live Operators 
Now! 1-800-405-7619 ext 2450 http://
www.easywork-greatpay.com (AAN CAN)

Brochure Mailings
Extra income! Mailing Brochures from 
home! Free supplies! Genuine oppor-
tunity! No experience required. Start 

immediately! www.themailingprogram.
com (AAN CAN)

Drivers
Annual Salary $45K to $60K. $0.01 
increase per mile after 6 months. 

Quarterly Bonuses. CDL-A, 3 months 
current OTR experience. 800-414-9569 

www.DriveKnight.com (Cal-SCAN)

Drivers
Apply Now, 13 Driver Positions. Top 
5% Pay, 401K, Great Insurance. New 
KW Conventionals. Need CDL Class 

A Driving Experience. 877-258-8782. 
(Cal-SCAN)

BUSINESS
SERVICES

615 Computers
My Computer Works

Computer problems? Viruses, spyware, 
email, printer issues, bad internet con-

nections - FIX IT NOW! Professional, 
U.S.-based technicians. $25 off service. 

Call for immediate help. 1-888-865-
0271 (Cal-SCAN)

624 Financial
Credit Card Debt?

Get free of credit card debt now! Cut 
payments by up to half. Stop creditors 
from calling. 888-416-2691. (Cal-SCAN)

Reverse Mortgage?
At least 62 years old? Stay in your 

home and increase cash flow! Safe and 
Effective! Call Now for your FREE DVD! 
Call Now 888-698-3165. (Cal-SCAN)

640 Legal Services
Disability Benefits

Social Security. Win or Pay Nothing! 
Start your Application In Under 60 

Seconds. Call Today! Contact Disability 
Group, Inc. Licensed Attorneys and 

BBB Accredited. Call 877-490-6596. 
(Cal-SCAN)

645 Office/Home 
Business Services

Advertise in Alternative
Newspapers. Reach 5 million hip, 

forward-thinking consumers across the 
U.S. When you advertise in alternative 
newspapers, you become part of the 

local scene and gain access to an 
audience you won’t reach anywhere 

else. http://www.altweeklies.com/ads 
(AAN CAN)

Advertise Truck Driver Jobs
in 240 California newspapers for 

one low cost of $600. Your 25 word 
classified ad reaches over 6 mil-

lion+ Californians. Free brochure call 
Elizabeth (916)288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)

Classified Advertising
Reach Californians with a Classified Ad 
in almost every county! Experience the 
power of classifieds! Combo~California 
Daily and Weekly Networks. One order. 
One payment. Free Brochures. eliza-
beth@cnpa.com or (916)288-6019. 

(Cal-SCAN)

Display Business Card Ad
Advertise in 140 California newspapers 

for one low cost of $1,550. Your 
display 3.75x2‚ ad reaches over 3 mil-
lion+ Californians. Free brochure call 
Elizabeth (916)288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)

REAL ESTATE

825 Homes/Condos 
for Sale

Oceanfront Condos
50% off! 2BR/2BA was $700K now 

$399,000. Acquired from BANK 1 hour 
Vancouver, 2 hours Seattle. 1-888-99-

Marin (62746) X 5417. (Cal-SCAN)

840 Vacation 
Rentals/Time Shares

Advertise Vacation Property
in 240 California newspapers for 

one low cost of $600. Your 25 word 
classified ad reaches over 6 mil-

lion+ Californians. Free brochure call 
Elizabeth (916)288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)

855 Real Estate 
Services

Roommates.com
All areas. Browse hundreds of online 
listings with photos and maps. Find 
your roommate with a click of the 

mouse! Visit: http://www.Roommates.
com. (AAN CAN)

fogster.com THE TRI-VALLEY’S CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE

Meet 
White Toes

 White Toes, a 
3-month-old gray 
domestic longhair 
cross, is a polite kit-
ten who likes to check 
things out before div-
ing in, paws f irst. 
Once he gets to know 
you, he will shower 
you with purrs, head 
butts and plenty 
of lap time. Meet 
White Toes at East 
Bay SPCA’s Dublin 
Adoption Center, 
4651 Gleason Dr. 
East Bay SPCA is 
hosting a Kitten Item Donation Drive through Sept. 21; 
check out its Amazon.com wish list or read more at www.
eastbayspa.org/kittens. To see other animals available for 
adoption, visit www.eastbayspca.org or call 479-9670.

PET OF THE WEEK

PLACE 
AN AD

  ONLINE
fogster.com

  E-MAIL 
ads@fogster.com

 PHONE 
(925) 600-0840

Fogster.com is a unique 
Web site offering postings 
from communities through-
out the Bay Area and an 
opportunity for your ad to 
appear in the Pleasanton 
Weekly.

Now you can log on to 
fogster.com, day or night 
and get your ad started 
immediately online. 

So, the next time you 
have an item to sell, bar-
ter, give away or buy, get 
the perfect combination: 
print ads in your local 
newspapers, reaching 
more than 35,000 read-
ers, and unlimited free 
Web postings reaching 
hundreds of thousands 
additional people!

 INDEX
  BULLETIN BOARD 
100-155

  FOR SALE 
200-270

  KIDS STUFF 
330-355
JOBS
510-585 
BUSINESS
SERVICES
600-690
HOME
SERVICES
700-799 
 FOR RENT/
FOR SALE 
REAL ESTATE 
801-860

The publisher waives any and all 
claims or consequential damages 
due to errors. Embarcadero 
Publishing Co. cannot assume 
responsibility for the claims or 
performance of its advertisers. 
Embarcadero Publishing Co. 
reserves the right to refuse, edit 
or reclassify any ad solely at its 
discretion without prior notice.

PLACE  AN AD IN FOGSTER    ONLINE - fogster.com E-MAIL - ads@fogster.com  PHONE - (925) 600-0840

ANTIQUE RESTORATION
“A Labor of Love”
Impeccable Quality

Integrity of Workmanship
925-462-0383 or 925-216-7976

All inclusive License #042392

NEED HELP WITH QUICKBOOKS?
LINDA'S BOOKKEEPING

No job too big or too small!!!
Over 23 years of experience in all 

aspects of bookkeeping.
Call Linda 925.918.2233
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Get daily local stories and 
hot picks sent to your email

Pleasanton

Sign up online at
www.PleasantonWeekly.com

The online guide 
to Pleasanton  

businesses
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Livermore
5 BEDROOMS 

852 Old Oak Rd $947,900
Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 847-2200

Pleasanton
3 BEDROOMS 

4263 Jensen Street $580,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 Moxley Team 600-0990

4 BEDROOMS 

6785 Paseo Catalina $699,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Prudential Ca Realty 249-1600

1675 Paseo Del Cajon $775,000
Sun 1-4 Bhg Tri-valley Realty 463-9500

5 BEDROOMS 

7230 Clubhouse Drive $2,089,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams Tri-valley 397-4200
463 Montori Ct $1,110,000
Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 847-2200
3404 Torlano Place $1,475,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams Tri-valley 397-4200
364 Linden Way $1,299,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Laura Glovin 518-4800

Real Estate
OPEN HOME GUIDE AND REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

DANA & PAUL  WEILER 
Partners
(925) 998-8470
Dana@DanaWeiler.com
www.DanaWeiler.com

3364 Ledgestone Court, Pleasanton

An absolutely gorgeous semi custom home located in the 
highly desirable community of Ironwood Estates.

Beautifully appointed residence featuring four bedrooms and four and a half 
baths, two secondary bedrooms with en-suite bathrooms, spacious home 
office, billiard or loft bonus room, media room and craft/ secondary home 
office. A gorgeous private yard with lush landscaping, patio, built in gas 

barbecue, superb outdoor fireplace and gardening 
areas. Nothing was spared in the design and finish work 
of this beautiful home, you will not want to miss seeing 
this approximately 4790 square foot home!

Offered for $1,699,000

COMING SOON! 

For photos and virtual tours 
visit www.deloresgragg.com

KELLER WILLIAMS® Tri-Valley Realty is Independently Owned and Operated.
REALTOR® Lic#01206964

www.DeloresGragg.com

Delores
Gragg

925.989.6500

If you are thinking of selling or buying 
a home, call me for information 

on current market conditions and 
options available to you.

JUST

LISTED!

JUST

LISTED!

1194 Blanc Ct, 
Pleasanton

4 bedrooms, 2 baths 
with large family room. 

Gorgeous hardwood fl oors 
and updated kitchen with 

new appliances. Huge 
detached studio/game 

room. Large pie shaped 
park-like backyard. Lot 

approx 14,837 sqft. 
A must see! 

Offered at 879,950

5419 Montalvo Ct, 
Pleasanton

Immaculate townhome. 3 
bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 

hardwood fl oors, Corian 
counters, new appliances 
includes refrigerator and 

wine cooler. Approx 1,614 
sqft with two separate patios 
and two car attached garage. 

Premium court location!
Offered at $479,000

Studio/Game Room

BY JASON ALDERMAN
 There are many reasons why someone 
might leave their home unoccupied for 
months at a time. Maybe you moved to an-
other state and your old house is languishing 
on the market; or you can no longer afford 
your mortgage so you’re working out a short 
sale and couch-surfing at your sister’s house; 
or you struck it rich and are taking a six-
month, around-the-world cruise.
 In each case, there’s one 
very important person 
you should call well be-
fore locking the door that 
last time — your insur-
ance agent.
 “Many people don’t re-
alize that their standard 
homeowners policy won’t 
provide full coverage if 
their home sits unoccu-
pied for a certain amount 
of time,” Ruth Stroup, a 
Farmers Insurance Group agent from Oak-
land, said.
 “The timeframe varies by state and insur-
ance carrier, but typically it’s 30 or 60 days.” 
she explained. “After that, you could be li-
able for losses related to theft or vandalism.”
 Unoccupied or vacant homes are consid-
ered a higher risk by insurers because no 
one lives on site to maintain and protect 
the property. We’ve all seen news reports of 
abandoned or foreclosed homes that have 
been stripped of their fixtures, overrun by 
squatters or simply vandalized.
 Also, if you’re hoping that your insurer 
simply won’t notice your house is unoc-
cupied, think again. As Stroup points out, 
“Insurance companies increasingly are doing 
routine inspections at policy renewal time. 
If they find that the property is unoccupied, 
chances are your policy won’t be renewed.”
 So what should you do if you find yourself 
in this situation?
 First, check your homeowner’s policy for 
language regarding unoccupied or vacant 
homes. Once you know that your house will 

be empty for more than the allowable time 
— and before the deadline passes — contact 
your insurer to find out whether they offer 
vacant home insurance.
 They may be willing to make special pro-
visions depending on the projected duration 
of vacancy. If your carrier doesn’t offer such 
coverage, find one that does.

Foreclosure or short sale.

 This is grim but critical information to know 
if you’re losing your home through a foreclo-
sure or short sale: Even if you’ve already moved 
out, you’re still responsible for insuring the 
property until you no longer officially own it.
 “If a prospective buyer slipped and fell, 
you’d be liable for damages since you’re still 
technically the owner,” Stroup said.

Landlord insurance.

 Many homeowners prefer to rent out 
their property until the real estate market 
rebounds. From the insurer’s perspective, 
this is preferable to leaving the house vacant, 
although it’s still considered riskier coverage 
because tenants are less likely than owners to 
protect and maintain the property.
 Landlord insurance covers the structure 
of the building as well as any personal be-
longings you leave on the premises against 
hazards such as fire, water damage, light-
ning, etc. It will reimburse you for lost rental 
income if the home becomes uninhabitable.
 “Landlord policies are structured differ-
ently than homeowners coverage but often 
cost about the same,” Stroup said.
 “Homeowners policies typically provide 
considerable coverage for personal property, 
which you probably wouldn’t need here be-
cause your renters are responsible for insur-
ing their own things,” she added.
 To protect your current and future assets, 
always have sufficient loss and liability insur-
ance on all your property and possessions. 
Better safe than sorry.

Jason Alderman directs Visa’s financial educa-
tion programs.

Empty homes need 
additional insurance

Unoccupied, vacant homes considered higher risk,
 insurance agent says

OPEN HOMES THIS WEEKEND

Jason 
Alderman

Are you buying or selling a home?
Visit pleasantonweekly.com/realestate 
for sales information, current listings 
and open homes. 

For marketing opportunities call 600-0840.
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PLEASANTON
SUN 1 - 4  463 MONTORI CT.

RUBY HILL COUNTRY CLUB  $1,110,000
5 BR 3 BA Lush & Private Backyard. Friendly Court 
Location. Walk to Community Pool & Tennis! 
925.847.2200

6600 ARMSTRONG ROAD
40 ACRE W/BARN  $349,950
1 BR 2 BA 1124 Sq.Ft.Home.Trees,Outbuilding,A-2 
Zoning.Possible Split lot.Kitchen updated.Got Horses 
925.847.2200

1250 COUNTRY LANE
CUSTOM RANCHER W/POOL! $1,448,000
5 BR 3.5 BA Upgraded home w/In-law Apt.Kit/Ba 
w/Granite.Formal Liv/Din Rrm.5 Stall Barn &raised 
garden 925.847.2200

41953 VIA SAN GABRIEL
BEAUTIFUL MISSION HOME!  $1,035,000
4 BR 2.5 BA Award Winning Schools.Remodeled 
Kitchen.Formal Living & Dining Rm.Copper Plubming.
New Roof 925.847.2200

2449 DEPOT RD
WELL MAINTAINED HOME!  $364,888
4 BR 2 BA 9,310 Sq Ft. Lot.Lrge Eat-In Kit.Formal 
Dining rm,Inlay Hrdwd Flrs,Laundry Rm,Fireplace 
510-909-4519

4706 BEL ROMA RD.
LOVELY RANCH HOME!  $1,850,000
4 BR 2.5 BA 6 stall horse barn w/pipe paddocks.
Formal Din/Liv.Lg Fam.Rm.Lovely Kit w/granite.Pool. 
925.847.2200

5403 CARNEGIE LOOP
BEAUTIFUL HOME W/POOL & SPA  $789,000
6 BR 4 BA Open Flr Plan.Gourmet Kit w/granite 
& island,SS appl.,Hrd Wd Flrs,Lrge Mstr,Pool & Spa. 
925.847.2200

1801 MARINI LANE
GORGEOUS HOME IN DUNSMUIR  $745,000
4 BR 3 BA Hrdwd Flrs.2 bdrms on main flr.Gourmet 
Kit.w/refrigerator included.Newer paint & carpet. 
925.847.2200

5464 MAYBECK LN
CRAFTSMAN STYLE HOME!  $710,000
4 BR 3 BA Hrdwd Flrs.Formal Dining rm.Downstairs 
bd rm or office.Lrge Mstr w/views.Private backyard! 
925.847.2200

523 HELIGAN LANE
CONTEMPORARY LIVING  $520,000
3 BR 3.5 BA 2190 sq.ft. of living space,Plus Bonus 
Room! Elegantly designed/the location!2 Car Garage 
925-487-2955

2254 FOURTH STREET
WONDERFUL 1920’S HOME!  $455,000
3 BR 2 BA Residential,Live/Work,commercial/Busi-
ness.Lrge Rms w/Oak Flrs.Antique Drs.Fireplace in 
Fam 925.847.2200

1752 MONTECITO CIRCLE
WELL MAINTAINED HOME!!  $60,000
2 BR 2 BA Open Flr Plan.Updated Kit.&Fixtures.
Inside Laundry.Lrge Mstr.Central Heat.Private Bckyrd. 
925-899-6087

2941 CAPP ST
FIXER UPPER IN GOOD AREA  $99,000
2 BR 1 BA Built in 1900’s.Sun-Splashed Lot.Detached 
Garage w/Two Storage Units.Easy Access to Fwy’s 
925.847.2200

CASTRO VALLEY
3743 SEPTEMBER CT
SOUTHWESTERN STYLE HOME  $913,900
6 BR 4.5 BA 3,553 Sq.Ft.Remodeled w/Permits.Kit.w/
Fam. Rm Combo & Fireplace. Hot Wtr Recirculation 
Sys. 925.847.2200

LIVERMORE
2479 CHARDONNAY WAY
BEAUTIFUL ESTATES HOME  $1,187,000
5 BR 3.5 BA pl/spa/putting green in bckyrd,1/3 acre 
lot,2 bds down,master w/freplce,loft area upstairs 
925.847.2200

LIVERMORE
SUN 1 - 4  852 OLD OAK RD

SOUTH LIVERMORE HOME!  $947,900
5 BR 4 BA Like New! Large Chef’s Kit, Dual Staircase, 
3 Car grg. Landscaped.Exceptional Home & Location! 
925.847.2200

BRENTWOOD HAYWARD

925.847.2200  |  5980 Stoneridge Drive, Ste. 122PLEASANTON

LIVEMORE

OAKLAND

DANVILLE

FREMONT

925.413.9306 cell
925.621.4062 direct
susiesteele@apr.com
www.susiesteele.com

apr.com

PLEASANTON  |  900 Main Street  |  925.251.1111

Just Listed in The Preserve!

6221 Detjen Ct. Pleasanton
Just listed in one of Pleasanton’s most sought after neighborhoods: The Preserve! 
Beautiful Majestic home featuring 4 bedrooms, a bonus room and 4 1/2 Bathrooms.  
With over 4000 square feet of luxury living space, this estate is perfectly placed on a 
private court amongst the foothills in a prime location in Pleasanton. You could not ask 
for more! Recently updated and nicely upgraded with more amenities than one can list, 
this is a must see. Homes are rarely available in this neighborhood, especially one as 
special as this! List Price is $1,550,000

High End Service, Real People Attitude!

Come by for the Brokers Tour 10-1 Friday,  September 1st 
or call for a private showing.

HOME SALES

Source: California REsource

This week’s data represents homes sold during August 2012

Dublin
3312 Araldi Ln D R Horton to C. & G. Guthrie for 
$574,500

3316 Araldi Ln D R Horton to T. Tran for $552,500

3340 Araldi Ln D R Horton to S. Bhattiprolu for 
$562,000

2108 Avanti Ave D R Horton to A. Patel for $871,000

2136 Avanti Ave D R Horton to S. Satar for 
$912,500

2178 Avanti Avenue D R Horton to R. & A. 
Bannatyne for $899,000

3312 Capoterra Way Standard Pacific Corporation 
to J. & S. Chang for $672,500

11530 Circle Way Jones Trust to K. Loftus for 
$522,000

4305 Clarinbridge Circle B. Mayfield to V. & H. 
Thirumalai for $365,000

3321 Cydonia Court KB Home to V. Chao for 
$781,000

3465 Dublin Boulevard #417 Toll Dublin Limited to 
D. Stone for $356,500

3465 Dublin Boulevard #439 Toll Dublin Limited 
to M. & G. Acojido for $361,500

2831 East Sugar Hill Terrace Sugar Hill Terrace to 
Y. & G. Dhillon for $925,000

6629 Ebensburg Lane R. Ginn to Katisfolis Trust for 
$440,000

3420 Finnian Way #200 Toll Dublin Limited to A. 
Lee for $366,000

3420 Finnian Way #219 Toll Dublin Limited to C. 
Parchman for $381,500

3420 Finnian Way #232 Toll Dublin Limited to S. 
Lien for $375,000

6013 Kingsmill Terrace J. & M. Gomes to I. 
Esomonu for $1,475,000

11461 Marwick Drive P. Ghali to C. & R. Hudnall 
for $620,000

4497 Mazzoni Terrace Standard Pacific 
Corporation to J. & A. Choi for $660,000

7638 Ridgeline Drive Schaefer Dublin Holdings to F. 
Yuen for $1,080,000

7662 Ridgeline Drive Schaefer Dublin Holdings to S. 
Wu for $811,500

7700 Ridgeline Drive A. & M. Reed to J. & S. 
Upadhyaya for $900,000

3629 Rocking Horse Court C. Anderson to D. 

Lange for $540,000

6565 South Mariposa Court KB Home to A. Mun 
for $438,000

7026 Stagecoach Road #B D. Holliday to N. Yuen 
for $167,000

4867 Swinford Ct E. Pinlac to S. Arajarvi for $450,000

7771 Tuscany Drive T. Abrahams to Baytree Living 
Limited for $305,000

Pleasanton
6010 Acadia Court J. & G. Goodman to A. & D. 
Tarricone for $535,000

3078 Bolero Court V. Draper to Chen Trust for 
$428,000

539 Bonita Avenue Toole Trust to Dambrosio Trust 
for $645,000

1588 Chatham Place Ponderosa Homes to Y. Lu for 
$749,000

1904 Fiorio Circle B. & C. Jolette to C. Yurkovic for 
$480,000

2561 Glen Isle Avenue K. Souther to X. Zhu for 
$705,000

238 Junipero Street Yetso Trust to M. MacArt for 
$796,000

911 Kottinger Drive C. & N. Gieringer to S. & M. 
Brooks for $835,000

2906 Liberty Drive S. Willis to F. & M. Tornaghi for 
$400,000

2930 Liberty Drive Archambault Trust to J. & L. Gao 
for $431,000

432 Mission Drive D. & M. Eckert to J. Kuizon for 
$780,000

2008 Olivia Court S. Kim to C. Gordet for $336,500

1891 Palmer Drive Barker Trust to T. Yerondopoulos 
for $1,025,000

3723 Rose Rock Circle C. Leibengood to J. 
Papageorge for $632,000

3275 Royalton Court C. Parchman to C. Wang for 
$640,000

5602 Selena Court Loewenhardt Trust to S. Garuda 
for $1,399,000

4209 Sheldon Circle M. Choi to D. Verma for 
$291,000

125 Sylvia Circle K. & M. Muccio to R. & S. Warnick 
for $615,000

5168 Willowview Court R. & S. Warnick to C. 
Schutta for $525,000
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3266 Novara Wy., Ruby Hill
Beautiful home of 6,450 sq.ft., 5 BR, 5.5 BA, offi ce & bonus, quality 
architectural detail throughout, pool/spa and views from this golf course 
lot. Located on one of Ruby’s most sought after cul-de-sacs.
Offered at $2,690,000

New Price

Fran & Dave
Cunningham

925.202.6898
www.RubyHill.net

DRE #01226296   DRE#00930892

925.463.0436  
www.SoldinaFlash.com

Nestled on a wonderful court with views of the Pleasanton Ridge. With 
over 3800 sq ft this home boasts 4 bedrooms, a bonus room and a den.
Beautiful granite kitchen overlooking a private and serene yard. Expanded 
family room has room for everything. One bedroom and full bath down-
stairs. Offered at $1,375,000

REALTORS®, GRI, CRS, SRES

Coming Soon in Laguna Oaks!

Gail Boal
REALTOR®DRE # 01276455

925.577.5787
www.gailboal.com

942 Finovino Court — Pleasanton Heights!   

Over 3400 sq ft.- recently remodeled, 4 bed, 3 bath.  Call Gail for 

more information!

www.FabulousProperties.net

925.980.0273  925.519.8226  

CA Lic #s 01713497, 01735040 & 01395362

7795 Cedar Mountain Drive, Livermore
This gorgeous 16.2 acre Tuscan vineyard estate features a 6,671 sq. 
ft. home with 7 BR, plus in-law apartment, and 7 BA, plus a beauti-
fully landscaped backyard with a pool, Jacuzzi and waterfall. Includes 
14.2 acres of income-producing vineyards. Offered at $3,795,000 

cristin@sanchmail.com  |  www.teamsanch.com

Inventory is low
and demand is high,

making this a great time to sell your home!

Cristin Kiper Sanchez

925.580.7719
DRE #01479197

If you’ve been thinking about 
it, call Cristin today to see 
how she can market your 
home to get it sold at the 
highest possible price.

Cindy and Gene Williams
REALTORS® DRE # 01370076 and 00607511 

925.918.2045
www.williamsteam.net

5750 Belleza Drive, Pleasanton
Gorgeous end-unit loaded with upgrades! Kitchen w/ laminate floors, 
new stainless appliances, convection micro. Living rm built-in wood 
cabinets & gas fireplace. Full driveway for extra parking. Remodeled 
baths incl. marble master bath. CA closet organizers, marble entry, long 
driveway. This home is a “10+”. Offered at $429,000

Melissa Pederson
REALTOR® DRE # 01002251

925.397.4326
melissapedersonhomes@gmail.com

www.melissapederson.com

1368 Bordeaux St, Pleasanton
Unique 5 bedroom, 4.5 bath home w/ 3,864 sq ft. Home features an 
amazing custom gourmet kitchen, first floor master suite plus 2 more 
bedrooms, upstairs 2 additional private bedroom suites, an office, play-
room and beautifully landscaped private backyard. Walking distance to 
Vintage Hills Elementary School. Part of the Kottinger Ranch HOA w/
pool, tennis courts and walking paths. Offered at $1,329,000

Price Reduced

DeAnna Armario
REALTOR® DRE # 01363180

925.260.2220 
www.armariohomes.com

2190 Raven Road, Pleasanton
Single story in popular Birdland neighborhood. Open & sunny 
floor plan with 4 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms. 1871+/- sq. ft. 
Hardwood floors, RV Access, and corner lot. Walking distance 
to schools. Offered at $699,000

Pending

7516 Interlachen Avenue, San Ramon
Lovely San Ramon Neighborhood!
4 Bedrooms, 2 baths, 1710 sq ft. Hardwood floors in Kitchen, 
Family room, Breakfast area and Living room. Conveniently located 
close to 680, schools and shopping! Offered at $575,000

Lisa Sterling & Natalie Kruger
REALTORS® DRE # 01012330 and 01187582 

925.980.9265  925.847.7355
www.krugergroup.com

#1 Office 
in Pleasanton 

in Volume 
and Sales3 years in a row!

201020112012

“Highest in Overall Satisfaction for both Home Buyers and Home Sellers Among 
National Full Service Real Estate Firms”  Awarded in 2012 by J.D. Power and Associates

Amazing Agents Doing Amazing Things


