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        EXPLORE THE NEWapr.com Where people, homes and a bit of imagination intersect

PLEASANTON  $4,000,000
193+/- Acres privately owned known as 
Blessing Ranch. All utilities run to edge 
of property offering numerous buildable 
pad options. Perfect for escaping city life 
while being only minutes from town.  
9480 BLESSING DRIVE

MOXLEY TEAM  BY APPT

PLEASANTON  $1,529,000
THIS IS IT!Gorgeous 4bd plus office plus 
bonus room in Castlewood, extensively 
remodeled, private yard, pebble 
tech pool, views of valley and more! 
20 1/2 CASTLEWOOD DRIVE

DOUG BUENZ BY APPT

PLEASANTON  $1,459,000
Exquisite luxury 4bd + office & bonus room, 
4.5ba, stunning granite & stainless kitchen, 
center island, distressed hardwood flooring, 
travertine entry, private 1/3+/-acre lot backing 
to vineyards! 1315 MONTROSE PL    

DOUG BUENZ OPEN SUN 1-4

DANVILLE  $1,425,000
Country Living, Private gated driveway on 
5.18+/-acres. 4bd/3.5ba. Hardwood floors, 
1bd/ba on main floor. Back yard with pool, 
spa and gazebo. 6650 JOHNSTON RD

MARK KOTCH  BY APPT

PLEASANTON  $1,299,000
1 ACRE LOT! Updated kitchen offers dinette 
area, breakfast bar, granite counters, 
recessed lighting & opens to family room. 
This single story offers a private well, pool 
& room to expand!! 3623 CAMERON AVE

MOXLEY TEAM  BY APPT

PLEASANTON  $1,049,000
Wonderful home, West side of Pleasanton. 
Lay out perfect for family living or 
entertaining. Walking distance to award 
winning schools,parks & bart.
5029 FOREST HILL DR

JULIA MURTAGH BY APPT

SAN RAMON  $885,000
Stunning 4bd plus bonus room in 
premiunm cul-de-sac location, custom 
features throughout, large private backyard 
and more! 135 FALLBURY CT

DOUG BUENZ OPEN SUN 1-4

PLEASANTON  $595,000
Great location close to schools and 
downtown! Great backyard for entertaining 
- pool and spa with waterfall. Covered 
patio with fireplace & outdoor speakers. 
885 KOLLN STREET

MOXLEY TEAM BY APPT 

DUBLIN  $649,950 
Superior location. 4+ car garage. 
Entry level hosts spacious living area. 
Bedrooms and laundry on 2nd level. 
Washer/Dryer included. Loft on 3rd level.  
4544 MIRANO COURT

JO ANN LUISI BY APPT

PLEASANTON  $499,950
Fabulous highly sought after Stoneridge 
townhome community overlooking large 
greenbelt, right next to community pool & 
tennis court! Recently remodeled kitchen, 
new cabinets, granite counters! 7519 IVY CT

DAN GAMACHE, JR.  BY APPT

WHERE WE LIVE.

      Explore the new

apr.com 
AND FIND YOUR PLACE.
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 Eddie Pappas, a popular Hop-
yard Road restaurant which its 
owner Ed Westmoreland calls 
“America’s Hangout,” just gained 
more fame in a Forbes magazine 
article that cites its “Apple Store-
like values.” Although the near-full 
page commentary by Forbes busi-
ness writer Carmine Gallo came 
as a surprise, Westmoreland (who 
expected a sentence or two of 
praise) says he spent some time 
with the author when Gallo and 
his family stopped by. Gallo has 
a book, “The Apple Experience,” 
and he asked for feedback from 
readers. Westmoreland read the 
book and wrote Gallo about how 
he tries to make Eddie Pappas the 
restaurant version of the Apple 
Store.
 Gallo came the 3,000 miles 
from New York to see and was 
amazed, as he told Forbes’ readers, 
about the uniqueness of the Eddie 
Pappas’ strictly American cuisine 
from regions across the U.S. Even 
Westmoreland’s hiring philosophy 
reminded Gallo of a chapter he 
wrote in “The Apple Experience,” 
called “hire for smiles.” Westmo-
reland, like Apple, values mag-
netic personality over proficiency, 
although those of us who dine 
there believe he offers both quite 
abundantly.
 When Westmoreland opened 
Eddie Pappas 4-1/2 years ago, 
his was the fourth restaurant in 
the stand-alone building at 4889 
Hopyard Road in the Gateway 
Center. But his research for a loca-
tion to launch his own restaurant 
showed that despite the failure 
of those earlier eateries, restau-
rants such as the nearby Chili’s 
and Faz were doing quite well. 
Besides, a long-time resident of 
Pleasanton, he liked the idea of 
a five-minute commute from his 
home. What he didn’t know, nor 
did most of us, was that when he 
opened for business in February 
2008, a major business recession 
would follow. Still, his empha-
sis on American regional cuisine 
proved a welcome addition to a 
city that has many ethnic food 
restaurants. Customers told him 
from the start that they liked 
the tastes of his homemade salad 
dressings, sauces and soups, and 
they kept coming back. While 
some restaurants have fallen on 
hard times in the slow economy, 
Eddie Pappas keeps growing with 

Westmoreland’s business so far in 
2012 well ahead of a year ago.
 It’s a wonder that Eddie Pappas 
isn’t another Chinese restaurant. 
After receiving his degree in soci-
ology from UC Berkeley in 1988, 
with a heavy emphasis on manage-
ment style, he parlayed the part-
time and night-time restaurant jobs 
he worked while a student into a 
retail partnership with P.F. Chang’s. 
He opened that restaurant’s Walnut 
Creek location and then later, as a 
market partner, opened up more 
P.F. Chang’s 
restaurants, 
i n c lud ing 
the one at 
Stoneridge 
S h o p -
ping Cen-
ter. That 
b r o u g h t 
him to 
P l e a s a n -
ton where 
he quickly 
became involved in sports and 
community affairs, activities that 
continue today.
 It was at a marketing meeting in 
Arizona where he was discussing 
possible other Chinese restaurant 
opportunities that the discussion 
turned to American food. While 
there were plenty of “down-home” 
ham and egg and hamburger plac-
es around the country, no one 
had put together a restaurant that 
served regional food. Most diners 
had to travel to different regions 
to experience those special tastes. 
Westmoreland grabbed the bait 
and started looking for his own 
place to give regional American 
food a try, taking the space being 
vacated at the Hopyard restaurant 
by Baci Steak and Seafood Restau-
rant on Jan. 30, 2008, and open-
ing Eddie Pappas that Feb. 25.
 Westmoreland, born in San 
Francisco and raised in Orinda, 
comes from a large family and 
he’s keeping pace. His son Jason 
graduated from Amador Valley 
High School in 2010 and hopes to 
transfer from Las Positas College to 
UC Davis. Mia, 5, is signed up for 
the dual immersion Spanish lan-
guage program at Valley View El-
ementary when school starts Aug. 
28. Little “Eddie” is 3 and will be 
in pre-school. Frankie, who just 
turned 1, will stay at home with 
his mother Anette. Whether talk-
ing about family or to customers, 
there’s always a happy smile on 
Westmoreland’s face, just as Gallo 
wrote in his Forbes article about 
Pleasanton and Eddie Pappas.  

AROUND  
PLEASANTON

BY JEB BING

Always a smile 
at Eddie Pappas

About the Cover
Kyle Suchland (far right), a Foothill graduate who is in the Firefighter/Emer-
gency Medical Technician program at Las Positas College, hangs out on campus 
with (l-r) Jaclyn Strom, Sydney Wagner and Jonathan Lau. The community col-
lege offers more than a state-of-the-art campus, say administrators; it offers op-
portunities for leadership roles plus quality classes and activities to help students 
transfer to four-year colleges or pursue careers. Photo by Nicole Doi. Design by 
Kristin Herman.
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925.462.1207
Showroom and Factory

located at 4225 Stanley Blvd
near downtown Pleasanton

www.window-ology.com
Contractor’s License #904282

We also do…

GRAHAM-HITCH
MORTUARY

Dignified Care  
& Compassionate Service 

Since 1891

Advance Planning 
Made Easy

Call Deanna for a FREE 
 consultation. In-home 

visits available.

4167 First Street, Pleasanton

925-846-5624
Crematory Privately Owned  

& Operated
FD#429

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 24TH, 2012
BLACKHAWK COUNTRY CLUB

Valley Vista in San Ramon and thirty-one other affordable 
housing communities provide housing and support services 
to low-income seniors in the Valley and throughout the 
West. Please support this important non-profi t by playing 
in the 16th Annual ABHOW Golf Classic, Monday, Septem-
ber 24, 2012 on the Lakeside Course at the Blackhawk CC. 
Admission includes: Oakley tee prize, BBQ lunch, fabulous 
hole-in-one prizes, cocktail reception, dinner plus a silent 
and live auction!

Register today or fi nd out more about ABHOW 
and the work of the ABHOW Foundation at

www.abhow.com/foundation/golf_2012.

EXCESS SALE
SAT. AUG. 18th 7am-7pm
*GOOD THINGS SOLD TO SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS OF GOD'S GRACE*

FOR MORE INFO VISIT: WWW.INVERSIONonline.ORG

Furniture, Bikes, Instruments, 
Toys, Games, Electronics, 
Oddities and more!

IN THE PARKING LOT OF
Valley Community Church

445 Del  Valle  Pkwy

Pleasanton, CA 94566

A MASSIVE SALE & BBQ!
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Your online 
source for 
local news, 
community 
events and 
more!
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Ed Westmoreland



Streetwise
ASKED AROUND TOWN

What is the best thing about having a 
dog? 

Gene Tange
President of a software company

They always smile and are there to greet 
you when you come home, and they seem 
to never have a bad day. I have Oden, who 
is a 5-year-old English mastiff, and Sally, a 
9-year-old white Lab. I’ve always had dogs. 
 

Connor Lehrmann
Student

The best thing about having a dog is the 
companionship they give. Even if I’ve had a 
terrible day, I walk in the door and my spir-
its are lifted right away. 
 
 

Carol Withers
Retired from Pleasanton Unified School District

We love cuddling at night. Penny sleeps 
right in between my husband, George, and 
myself. We’ve had her for three years; she 
was 4-1/2 when we adopted her.

Liran Nissan
Owner of a garage door company

You have a buddy around all the time. I 
have a chow chow who lives in my home 
country, Israel, with my parents. We named 
him Psycho because he is a crazy dog; he is 
snobby, stubborn and he does whatever he 
wants. He acts more like a cat. But I love 
him, and sometimes I actually miss him 
more than I miss my family.

Kaitlin Brawley
Poor college student

Smoky makes us feel a little bit safer 
because he barks at everything. He’s one of 
the few things my family agrees on; we all 
love Smoky, so he bonds us together. 
 
 

Have a Streetwise question? E-mail editor@PleasantonWeekly.com
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Redefine Your Life.
Try Us With a Free Guest Pass.







my life

3003-B Hopyard Rd

In The Hopyard  Village Shopping Center

www.cardinaljewelers.com

(925) 416-1111

Cardinal Jewelers
“A World of Fine Gems”

ORIGINAL OWNER est. 1977

FREE
$500 Gift Certificate

To the fi rst man and woman 

who can prove* that they were born on 

August 22, 1977,

the day Cardinal Jewelers opened for business 

35 years ago

*Must present themselves on August 22nd with a valid drivers license or passport

35 Years in Pleasanton

Original Owner



Newsfront
Check out Activity 
Guide
 The September-October Re-
gional in Nature Activity Guide 
is included with this issue of the 
Pleasanton Weekly, listing ac-
tivities of the East Bay Regional 
Park District.
 The issue has a complete 
lineup of what’s happening this 
fall in the district’s 65 parks, in-
cluding fall festivals. Its Healthy 
Parks, Healthy People feature 
focuses on Dong Yull Kim, pub-
lisher of Hyundae Korean News 
USA, a partner of the Park Dis-
trict, who is an active hiker in 
the regional parks.

Work for a 
congressman
 Congressman Jerry McNer-
ney has announced openings in 
both his Pleasanton and Stock-
ton district offices for interns. 
 “I encourage students who 
have an interest in civics to 
apply for the positions in both 
of my offices. This is a great way 
to learn more about the govern-
ment, and to give back to our 
community,” McNerney said.
 College and post-graduate 
students are encouraged to 
apply, and high school students 
will be considered on a case-by-
case basis. Although the intern-
ships are unpaid, the congress-
man’s office will partner with 
institutions that offer academic 
credit for internships.
 To apply to work in the Pleas-
anton office, mail or fax a cover 
letter and resume, Attention: 
Internship Coordinator, 5776 
Stoneridge Mall Blvd., Suite 
175, Pleasanton 94588; fax 737-
0734. The telephone numbers 
are 737-0727 and 744-0727.

25 years for 
Pleasanton triathlon
 Close to 1,000 triathletes will 
participate in the 25th annual Tri 
For Fun Triathlon Series tomorrow 
at Shadow Cliffs Regional Recre-
ation Area with a 400-yard swim, 
an 11-mile bike ride and a 3.1-
mile run. About 60% of the tri-
athletes are first-timers, said Mark 
Aiton of On Your Mark Events.
 Entry fee the day of the event 
is $75. Check-in and registration 
will begin at 5 a.m., with the first 
wave hitting the water at 7 a.m. 
 The series is having sum-
mer Tri for Fun events, which 
are timed but not competitive, 
followed on Sept. 16 with the 
Tri for Real competition, with 
increased distances.

Corrections
 The caption “Carrying the 
Torch” in the Aug. 10 issue should 
have said that Olympics torch-
bearer Sarah Williams attended 
Valley Christian Junior and Senior 
High School in Dublin.

DIGEST
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BY JEB BING
 With the deadline now past for filing for mu-
nicipal and school board elections in Pleasanton, 
two City Council members are vying for election 
as the city’s mayor and four are seeking election 
to fill two seats that will be available on the 
council in the Nov. 6 election.
 Only the three incumbents were seeking re-
election to the school board, which means there 
will be no election in that race. Trustees Chris 
Grant, Jamie Hintzke and Valerie Arkin are un-
opposed and will automatically be re-seated in 
December when their current terms expire.
 Sean Kullman, a tenured English instructor, 
took out papers as a school board candidate but 
failed to file them before the Aug. 10 deadline. If 
he or anyone else would have sought election to 
the board, there would have been an election.

 City Council members Jerry Thorne and 
Cheryl Cook-Kallio are campaigning for mayor. 
Whichever one is elected 
mayor still allows the other 
to remain on the council to 
complete the two years left 
on their current terms. A spe-
cial election, as mandated by 
the City Council, will be held 
probably in March to fill the 
seat vacated by the winning 
mayor candidate.
 Those seeking a seat on the 
City Council in the upcoming 
election are businesswoman Karla Brown, trans-
portation consultant Erlene DeMarcus, Planning 
Commission Chairman Jerry Pentin and Michael 
Harris.

 Thorne and Cook-Kallio have already held 
separate campaign and fundraiser rallies to 
generate support for their mayoral bids. Cook-
Kallio will hold another one next Wednesday 
evening at the home of Becky and Murray on 
Gray Fox Circle, which will also celebrate the 
candidate’s 58th birthday.
 DeMarcus told supporters at a campaign 
breakfast Wednesday morning at the Alameda 
County Fairgrounds pavilion that, if elected to 
the City Council, she will seek common ground 
among all divergent groups in the city to keep 
Pleasanton fiscally sound with good schools, 
recreational facilities and housing that’s afford-
able to teachers, police and firefighters and oth-
ers.

Campaigns on for mayor, City Council, 
with no election for school board

Fundraisers under way as candidates seek voter support

Tee off for seniors
Golf Classic offers chance 

to support affordable housing

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
 Peggy Sanders, 78, with an income of $1,000 
a month, has limited housing options. For 
several years, she lived in a senior complex in 
Castro Valley, which was near services but far 
from her daughter in San Ramon, plus the rent 
was going up every year.
 “Then a man said that ABHOW was building 
new affordable housing so I asked my daugh-
ter to find out about it,” she recalled. “I called 
ABHOW and sent in an application.”
 American Baptist Homes of the West, head-
quartered in Pleasanton, has been providing 
housing to low-income seniors since 1949 and 
now has 42 communities, including Pleasanton 
Gardens on Kottinger Avenue.
 Sanders was one of the fortunate seniors 
whose name was drawn for an apartment in AB-
HOW’s new Valley Vista complex on San Ramon 
Valley Boulevard in San Ramon. Last year she 
moved into her small flat, where she pays 30% 
of her income for rent.
 “There are many perks — the food bank, 
activities, beautiful scenery,” she said. “A shuttle 
bus takes us to stores.”
 The ABHOW Foundation’s 
Golf Classic takes place next 
month to raise money to con-
tinue its programs, such as 
transit buses and lunches, 
and to provide amenities, 
including patio furniture, 
flower beds or music and 
sound systems for the hearing 
impaired.
 In 2011, ABHOW assumed 
the management of Pleasan-
ton Gardens, which has 40 cottage-style apart-
ments set among lawns and flowerbeds. It has 
52 residents, said administrator Yvette Ochoa; 
many have moved in to be near their children. 
 “Most of them have lived here in California 
most of their lives,” she said. “One was raised 
here.”
 Ochoa said the facility, built in 1969, is sched-
uled for a remodeling.
 “It will be the same type of structure it has 
now because the residents do like how they can 
walk out straight to their garden,” she said.
 “The big advantage they have here is down-

Erlene DeMarcus

See CAMPAIGNS on Page 8

Peggy Sanders

Back to school
While students may be enjoying their final days off for 
the summer, some Pleasanton school district employees 
has already been hard at work. Clockwise from above 
left: Alex Sutton power washes a stairway at Hart Middle 
School to prepare the school for opening day; Bonnie 
Kassan and Barbara Chapman print course outlines and 
back-to-school packets; and Jane Golden, director of 
curriculum and special projects, talks to administrators 
about Common Core State Standards, which are to be 
phased in over the next few years (see story, page 17).

PHOTOS COURTESY OF PUSD

See SENIORS on Page 6
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NEWS

TAKE US ALONG

Climb every mountain: Owen Clevenger, a fourth-grader at Hearst Elemen-
tary, rests with his Weekly after climbing Mount Whitney this summer with his 
mom Kristine. It was a tremendous trip climbing the highest peak in the conti-
nental U.S. and a great mom/son bonding experience, she said.

NEW STORE Coming Soon
CUPERTINO-DE ANZA STORE

10425 S. DE ANZA BL., CUPERTINO, CA 95014

Orchids Prepared
Fried Beancurd  10 oz
Orchids Prepared
Fried Beancurd  10 oz

Red Seedless GrapesRed Seedless Grapes

Chicken Breast 
(skinless & boneless)
Chicken Breast 
(skinless & boneless)

$249
lb$249
lblblbPreviously Frozen

Italian SquashItalian Squash

59lb59lb

$459
lb$459
lblblb

$1 29
lb$1 29
lblblb

Previously Frozen

Large

White Shrimp (head on)White Shrimp (head on)

Sun Tropics Nectar
(selected varieties)  64 fl.oz. + CRV
Sun Tropics Nectar
(selected varieties)  64 fl.oz. + CRV

Masagana Lumpia  
(selected varieties)  2.5 lbs
Masagana Lumpia  
(selected varieties)  2.5 lbs

Mogami Canola Olive Oil
64 fl.oz.
Mogami Canola Olive Oil
64 fl.oz.

Nishiki Quick Cooking
Whole Grain Brown Rice
15 lbs

Nishiki Quick Cooking
Whole Grain Brown Rice
15 lbs

SSG Japanese Style Mochi
(selected varieties)  210 gm
SSG Japanese Style Mochi
(selected varieties)  210 gm

Stores in Northern California

WE FEATURE
FREE fry fish service
Dim sum & hot deli
Spacious aisles

Great varieties of groceries
Live seafood
Fresh meat & produce4299 Rosewood Dr.,

Pleasanton, CA 94588
Tel: 925.463.8899

PLEASANTON STORE

7333 Regional St.,
Dublin, CA 94568
Tel: 925.833.3999

DUBLIN STORE

Visit Us!

CONCORD CUPERTINO DALY CITY
DUBLIN FOSTER CITY FREMONT

FREMONT (MISSION) MILPITAS
MOUNTAIN VIEW NEWARK
PLEASANTON RICHMOND
SACRAMENTO SAN JOSE

Offer only good while supplies last. No sales to dealers, restaurants or institutions. Sales in retail quantities only. Plus Applicable Taxes. 
Not responsible for typographical or pictorial errors. We reserve the right to correct all errors. Not All Products, Offers, Retails And Services Available At All Locations. 

Offer only good while supplies last. No sales to dealers, restaurants or institutions. Sales in retail quantities only. Plus Applicable Taxes. 
Not responsible for typographical or pictorial errors. We reserve the right to correct all errors. Not All Products, Offers, Retails And Services Available At All Locations. 

Prices Effective:
08/17- 08/23/2012

NORTHERN
CALIFORNIA STORES
www.99ranch.com

Participating Stores: Fremont Store  Fremont ission  Store  i pitas Store  Ne ar  Store  San ose Store

$299
ea$299
eaeaea

LIMIT 2 
per purchase

LIMIT 2 
per purchase

$529
ea$529
eaeaea $549

ea$549
eaeaea

$1199
bag$1199
bagbagbag

Kingsford
Original Charcoal 
Briquet  8.3 lbs + TAX

Kingsford
Original Charcoal 
Briquet  8.3 lbs + TAX

$999
ea$999
eaeaea

$349
ea$349
eaeaea

$3$32 F
O
R222 F
O
R

F
O
R

F
O
R

town is within walking distance,” 
she added. “I’ve noticed that in the 
evenings they get out of their apart-
ments.”
 A bus from the Senior Center 
comes to Pleasanton Gardens, and 
it also has dance classes, English 
classes for the Asian population, and 
celebrates birthdays in the commu-
nity room, which is always open for 
socializing. It will benefit from the 
Golf Classic fundraiser, Ochoa said.
 “We’re trying to remodel the 
community room and put new 
carpet in there for them,” she ex-
plained. “We’re going to get new 
games — bingo, dominoes, any 
type of game — and new furniture, 
maybe more tables.”
 “We want to add outdoor furni-
ture so they can enjoy being out-
side,” she said.
 Mae Hill, 67, was also fortunate 
to find a home in the 105-unit Val-
ley Vista. She raised her family in 
Oakland, then moved to affordable 
housing in Brentwood but wanted 
to be closer to her daughters in 
Pleasanton and San Ramon.
 “We have independent living 
here,” said Hill, noting the conve-
nience of everything, the exercise 
room and community rooms with 
television, and the good care from 
the staff. “This is the best time of 
my life, to be here.”
 Jenice and Freddie Law, 58 and 
69, were born in Hong Kong but 
lived for more than 30 years in San 
Francisco. When they visited the Tri-
Valley about 20 years ago they were 
impressed by the warm weather, then 
their daughter moved to San Ramon. 

 “We are grateful to ABHOW for 
the community here,” Freddie Law 
said. 
 “All the people are so nice,” Jen-
ice added.
 They like stretching and exercis-
ing each day, and appreciate the 
English classes, which they noted 
also encourage interaction among 
the community members.
 “We have so many social gather-
ings — bingo, social hours, birthday 
parties, a dance every week,” said 
Peggy Sanders.
 The best part, she said, is that 
she can afford it on her small pen-
sion and Social Security. 
 Seniors in 
need of afford-
able housing now 
represent more 
than 20% of Cal-
ifornia’s popula-
tion, according 
to ABHOW, and 
affordable hous-
ing is scarce and 
often substan-
dard. ABHOW’s 
mission is to help 
seniors thrive in 
its communities.
 The 16th 
ABHOW Foun-
dation Golf Clas-
sic will take place 
Monday, Sept. 
24, at Black-
hawk Country 
Club, with golf-
ing, a barbecue 
lunch, dinner, awards ceremony 
and live auction. Golf packages and 
spa packages are available. Regis-
ter at www.abhow.com/foundation/
golf_2012 or call 800-222-2469. 

BY GLENN WOHLTMANN
 Retirements and resignations 
have led to the appointment of 
new administrators at the Pleas-
anton Unified School District.
 Topping the list is Odie Doug-
las, who was hired to replace 
Cindy Galbo as the district’s as-
sistant superintendent of educa-
tional services. Douglas started 
July 1; most recently he was as-
sociate/assistant superintendent 
of educational services at Lodi 
Unified School District, and was 

also associate/assistant superin-
tendent of secondary education 
at Elk Grove USD. Douglas, who 
has a doctorate in education from 
the University of San Francisco, 
was also a principal and teacher 
in the Elk Grove district. He’ll be 
at the district’s first board meet-
ing for the upcoming year on 
Aug. 21.
 Two of the district’s elementary 
schools have new principals.
 Mindy Bolar, who was director 
of educational services and an 

elementary school principal in the 
Milpitas district began July 1 as 
principal of Lydiksen Elementary 
School. Bolar was also coordina-
tor of professional development 
for new teachers in Milpitas, as 
well as working as a staff devel-
oper and a teacher in that district. 
She has a Master of science in 
education and an administrative 
services credential, both from Cal 
State University in Hayward.
 

PUSD appoints administrators, principals 
Appointees move into positions for new school year

Mae Hill

Jenice and 
Freddie Law

DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

A Golf Classic fundraiser being held next month will help renovate the commu-
nity room at Pleasanton Gardens, a senior affordable housing complex built in 
1969 on Kottinger Drive.

Odie Douglas Ed ArndtStephanie 
Ceminsky

Leslie Heller Mindy Bolar

See PUSDon Page 8

SENIORS
Continued from Page 5
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Our comprehensive medical services include:

 Allergy  NEW!

 Audiology  NEW!  

 Cardiology and Cardiac   

Testing Services  NEW!

 Community Health    

Resource Center

 Dermatology

 Ear, Nose and Throat (ENT)  NEW!

 Endocrinology

 Family Medicine

 Gastroenterology (GI)

 General Surgery  NEW!

 Internal Medicine

 Laboratory

 Nephrology  NEW!

 Neurology

 Nutrition

 Obstetrics/Gynecology   

(OB/Gyn)

 Oncology  NEW!

 Ophthalmology  NEW!

 Orthopedics

 Pediatrics, including:

– Pediatric Dermatology

– Pediatric Endocrinology

– Pediatric Ophthalmology

– Pediatric Orthopedics

 Physical Medicine    

and Rehabilitation

 Plastic Surgery  NEW!  

 Podiatry

 Pulmonology

 Rheumatology  NEW!

 Radiology Services: 

– Bone Density

– Mammography

– Ultrasound

– X-ray

The Palo Alto Medical Foundation (PAMF) was the only medical group in Alameda County to receive 

four stars – the highest ranking – for meeting national care standards and for patient ratings, according 

to the 2012 California Office of the Patient Advocate.
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NEWS

Weekly
Pleasanton

PRINT & ONLINE

Are you a self-motivated sales professional 
looking for an opportunity to grow?

The Pleasanton Weekly, a division of Embarcadero Media, 
is seeking smart, articulate and dedicated print/online sales 
professionals with some sales experience to join a fast-paced, 
dynamic work environment. 

Duties, responsibilities & skills include:

of active accounts while constantly canvassing competitive 
media and the market for new clients via cold calling

creative and effective multi-media advertising campaigns

effectively overcome client objections

organized manner

in response to rapidly changing situations and to manage 
business in a deadline-driven environment

first dollar sold, health benefits, vacation, 401k and a culture 
where employees are respected, supported and given the 
opportunity to grow.

To apply, submit a personalized cover 
letter and complete resume to  

Gina Channell-Allen, publisher,  
at gallen@pleasantonweekly.com,  

or fax to 650-223-7554.

 “I have seen this city becoming 
divided on issues, and I will use 
my experience and ability to work 
with anybody to continue the prog-
ress we have seen here,” DeMarcus 
said.
 DeMarcus has a long history 
of public service in Pleasanton 
and the region. Once a traffic and 
transportation consultant to former 
Congressman Bill Baker, a Repub-
lican, she was chosen to serve 
on the BART board of directors. 
As Pleasanton’s representative on 

that board, she is credited with 
winning the support of her associ-
ates to finance bringing BART to 
Pleasanton, the first extension ever 
authorized by BART directors. No 
longer a BART board member, she 
now owns her own transportation 
consulting firm.
 Former Pleasanton Mayor Ken 
Mercer, who introduced DeMarcus 
at Wednesday’s breakfast rally, said 
DeMarcus has worked tirelessly on 
a number of public and nonprofit 
boards, including the American 
Heart, Cancer and Diabetes asso-
ciations.
 “It’s wonderful to find people in 

our community who are willing to 
stand up and serve and bring their 
years of expertise that’s made their 
work so beneficial to the Valley,” 
Mercer said. 

CAMPAIGNS
Continued from Page 5

Stephanie Ceminsky, who served 
as an assistant principal at Ama-
dor Valley High School in the 
2011-12 school year was named 
Donlon Elementary’s new princi-
pal. She replaces Amy Simione, 
who resigned to move to the East 
Coast. Ceminsky has more than 
nine years’ experience as a school 
site administrator and has been 
assistant principal at elementary, 
middle and high schools. She was 
also a summer school principal, 
and a teacher at elementary and 
middle schools, along with experi-
ence in teaching special education 
students. Ceminsky has a master’s 
degree in educational leadership 
from St. Mary’s College in Mora-
ga.

 Lori Vella, who was vice prin-
cipal at Foothill High School, has 
been transferred to Ceminsky’s 
position at Amador, freeing up 
a slot for a new vice principal at 
Foothill. Leslie Heller, a longtime 
teacher at Amador Valley High 
School, has been named as its vice 
principal.
 Heller has been an English 
teacher at Amador Valley High 
School for 14 years and served as 
head of the school’s English de-
partment, having worked for four 
years at River City High School in 
west Sacramento before moving 
to Pleasanton. In Sacramento she 
taught English, remedial reading 
and English as a second language 
classes, in addition to coaching 
swimming and stepping in as an 
interim high school vice principal. 
Heller, who served as Amador’s 

coordinator for the Every 15 Min-
utes program, received her mas-
ter’s degree at Sacramento State 
University.
 Along with the new administra-
tors, the district has appointed 
Ed Arndt as director of clinical 
services for the Tri-Valley Spe-
cial Education Local Plan Area 
(SELPA), a consortium of school 
districts providing special educa-
tion services. Arndt has worked 
as a school psychologist in the 
district since 1997, after working 
for a year as a psychologist for the 
Livermore Valley district. He was 
also a psychologist with the Child 
and Adolescent Services branch 
of the Bureau of Mental Health in 
Maryland, with a Ph.D. from the 
University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill. 

PUSD
Continued from Page 6

To begin your membership, 
call us at 600-0840 or go to 
SupportLocalJournalism.org/

Pleasanton and sign up online.
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Goodguys show opens Aug. 24 for 3-day run
Hand-crafted, scale model engines a highlight of 26th annual event at Fairgrounds

 Mind boggling engineering and 
meticulous craftsmanship-by-hand 
will be on display next weekend 
— Aug. 24-26 — at the Alameda 
County Fairgrounds.
 The Western Engine and Model 
Exhibition, hosted by the Bay 
Area Engine Modelers, will feature 
more than 50 exhibitors display-
ing their life’s work: hand-crafted, 
scale model piston driven minia-
ture engines that work and run just 
like those that power life-size cars, 
ships and motorcycles.
 The exhibit will be one of several 
featured attractions at the Good-
guys 26th Flowmaster West Coast 
Nationals, an annual Bay Area event 
that draws more than 3,000 classic 
cars, hot rods, muscle cars and over 
70,000 people to the Pleasanton 
Fairgrounds.
 The highlight of this year’s exhib-
it will be Jerry Kiffer’s small scale 
1947 Harley Davidson knuckle-
head motorcycle. Kieffer, a Wis-
consin resident, is bringing the mo-
torcycle to Pleasanton along with 
handmade miniature tools and a 
lathe he made from scratch to 
manufacture the bike’s miniature 
parts.
 Other highlights include Bay 
Area sculptor Michael Cooper, who 
will display a helicopter and a one-
off 4-engine machine; Dwight Giles 
and Ken Hurst with new super-
charged V-8s; and Bob Kradjian of 
Hillsborough, who has a quantity 
of teaching exhibits that keep the 
kids fascinated, and more.
 Paul Knapp, who runs a Model 
Engineering museum located near 
Phoenix will show 60 historical 
engine models, including some that 
stretch back to the 1930s when 
internal combustion engine model-
ing was starting to take off. John 
Gilmore and his all brass locomo-

tive are sure to be another highlight 
of the exhibit.
 One such model is sure to boggle 
minds. Modeler John Garris will 
display his radio controlled boat 
and tow truck rig. Garris can, with 
radio control, drive the truck and 
boat on a trailer to a launch ramp, 
back the boat into the water, release 
it, remotely start the 4-cyclinder 
engine in the boat, run the boat 
around and then bring it back and 
load it onto the trailer never touch-
ing the rig from start to finish. It 
is all completely remote controlled 
and all hand-built.
 The Western Engine Model Ex-
hibit will be located in the agri-
cultural building of the Pleasanton 
Fairgrounds near the Court of Four 
Seasons Plaza and will be open all 
weekend. There is no separate fee 
for the model engine show. It is in-
cluded in the price of admission to 
the Goodguys West Coast Nationals.
 The show will be open from 8  

a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday and Saturday; 
and from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., Sunday, 
Aug. 26. General admission is $18 
and for children from 7-12, $6. Fair-
grounds parking is $8. Visit www.
good-guys.com or call 838-9876. 

Business News
Edited by Jeb Bing, jbing@pleasantonweekly.com

Your local professionals, providing high-quality hearing
health care to the Tri-Valley area since 1986.

www.pleasantonhearingservices.com

Two Locations to Serve You

Pleasanton  925-337-8063
4460 Black Avenue, Ste. F

Livermore  925-344-4776
1524 Holmes, Bldg. D

HEARING
SERVICES

A Sound Approach
to Hearing Care

Most insurance companies accepted,
including members of Hill Physicians

Kenneth D. Billheimer, Au.D.
Sierra Brower, Au.D.

Jacque Pedraza

Pleasanton
374 St. Mary St.
925 846-5614

San Ramon
2701 Crow Canyon Blvd.

925 837-6400

Walnut Creek

Broadway Plaza – between Macy’s and Nordstrom 

NOW OFFERING ZERONA® BODY SLIMMING
Zerona® is the only clinically-proven non-invasive 

laser slimming treatment that removes fat  
and reduces inches with:

Lose 1 dress size in 2 weeks! Guaranteed!

After AfterBefore Before

NORCAL
Weight Loss Center

Look Better. Feel Better. Be Better

AFFORDABLE!  

 
®  

Anthem Blue Cross health coverage for you and 
your family. Strong protection, strong family.

We offer Health Coverage for:

coverage

Don’t put your family at risk 
by trying to get by without 
health care coverage. Get 
reliable benefits that match 
your busy life. We can help 
you choose a plan that 
makes good sense for your 
health and your wallet.

(925) 803-9799
Dublin, CA
charlene@beasleyinsurance.com
www.beasleyinsurance.com

Anthem Blue Cross is the trade name of Blue Cross of California. Independent licensee 
of the Blue Cross Association. Anthem® is a registered trademark of Anthem Insurance 
Companies, Inc. The Blue Cross name and symbol are registered marks of the Blue Cross 
Association.

Life & Health 
Insurance Agent
Lic.#0C26292

Blue Cross

Massage Envy opens in Hopyard Center
Customized treatments available 7 days a week

 Massage Envy opened its Pleas-
anton facility this week with a fes-
tive ribbon-cutting and luncheon 
for local business leaders.
 The grand opening celebration 
was hosted by Terry and Doug Dil-
lenburg, owners of the Pleasanton 
business, which is locate at 3003-A 
Hopyard Road at the intersection of 
Hopyard and Valley Avenue.
 Terry Dillenburg said custom-
ized massages and Murad Healthy 
Skin facials offered at her spa “help 
relieve stress, decrease anxiety, in-
crease energy and improve your 
skin texture, tone and appearance. 
Our professional massage thera-
pists and estheticians will work 
with you to customize your session 
just for you.”
 Massage Envy is open until 10 
p.m. weeknights and on weekends. 
For more information, call 226-
7977. 

What is an Optician?
An optician is a vision care specialist who 
makes and adjusts eyeglasses from refraction 
prescriptions supplied by an ophthalmologist 
or optometrist.

Valley EyeCare Center is proud to be the first practice  
in the Tri-Valley to offer comprehensive eye services  

in Ophthalmology, Optometry and Optical.

925-460-5000
5575 W. Las Positas Blvd. #240 
Pleasanton

925-449-4000
28 Fenton St. 
Livermore

www.ValleyEyeCareCenter.com
See Your Best, Look Your Best

Dr. Jonathan Savell M.D., Michael Gagnon M.D.

Kala Swamynathan M.D., Jimmy Yip O.D.,  
Gina Trentacosti O.D.

JEB BING

Doug and Terry Dillenburg, owners of Massage Envy in Pleasanton. 

Jerry Kiffer will bring his small scale 
1947 Harley Davidson to the Good-
guys show.
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Opinion

The new owners of the 61-acre CarrAmerica office complex — 
now called California Center — announced plans this week to 
add more than 300 luxury apartments and a new retail center 

at the site.
 Catherine Minor, vice president of 
RREEF Real Estate, a global firm that 
now owns the center, said the pro-
posed retail would occupy an 8.4-
acre section of the site at the corner 
of Owens and Rosewood drives. It 
would include small stores and service 
centers to serve the new apartments, 
which would be added in phases in 
two, three and four-story buildings.
 Speaking to a Pleasanton Chamber 
of Commerce group, Minor said the re-development of part of the 
large office complex would make better use of the landscaped areas 
and under-utilized parking lots along Owens while at the same 
time creating a more community-friendly environment for office 
workers.
 Now 20 years old, the California Center at one time was eyed for 
an additional three large office buildings and a hotel. Those plans 
were dropped as vacancies in the center surged with less than 50% 
of the complex now leased. On numerous days, many of the park-
ing spaces are empty.
 Ross Stores Inc., currently a major tenant in California Center, 
plans to move its headquarters to Dublin next year.
 The retail stores would be across Rosewood Drive from the Red 
Robin restaurant and major retailers that include Walmart and 
Kohl’s. The heavily populated Archstone apartment complex is 
directly across Owens from California Center.
 Hacienda Business Park, where California Center is located, is 
nearing 30 years in age and the RREEF plan would help an overall 
upgrade needed there. Hacienda Business Park is old and it’s tired. 
The ability for the park to retain and capture new tenants is a chal-
lenge, particularly when you look down the freeway and see that 
Bishop Ranch has shovel-ready projects that they can deliver in 
24-36 months.
 The RREEF project is expected to go to the Pleasanton Planning 
Commission shortly with approvals possible before the end of the 
year. Construction would then start next year.
 The apartment complex would contain only rental units, ranging 
in size from small studios to four-bedroom units in the four-story 
buildings, which would also have elevator service and underground 
parking. A community center planned as part of the development 
would include a swimming pool, spa, Internet cafe and a business 
center.
 As needed, RREEF will add parking spaces that will be dis-
placed by its retail/apartment project into a multi-story parking 
garage it will build on the opposite side of the office complex. 

Changes at California Center
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WEEKLY MEETING NOTICES

The above represents a sampling of upcoming meeting items. 
For complete information, please visit  

www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/community/calendar

ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  
AND PUBLIC COMMENT IS WELCOME

City Council
Tuesday, August 21, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

Planning Commission

Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue
PUD-89, Hendrick Automotive Group 

PUD 80 01 12M/P12-0841, Tri Valley Chinese Bible Church 

Energy & Environment Committee

 
  and related activities

Parks & Recreation Commission

Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

Historic Preservation Task Force – Cancelled

Thanks for Night Out
Dear Editor,
 Our Neighborhood Watch group 
would like to publicly thank our 
local police and fire departments 
for the outstanding support shown 
to our local Neighborhood Watch 
group during the evening of Aug. 7 
for the 29th annual National Night 
Out celebration. That night our 
local group joined 37 million peo-
ple in 15,000 communities across 
the nation celebrating the fact that 
the neighborhoods watch out for 
each other, protecting each other’s 
property and lives.

 During our three-hour potluck 
picnic, we had visits from the po-
lice K-9 unit, two detectives, the 
officers in charge of the Neighbor-
hood Watch program, a shiny red 
fire engine with the accompanying 
firemen, the fire chief, and the 
emergency preparedness manager. 
All of our public servants were so 
appreciative of our neighborhood 
group and the partnership between 
them and us, taking time to talk 
with us and interact with our kids.
 We were thrilled with their fan-
tastic response on our first National 
Night Out.

Carol and Jerry Boster
Linda and Clint Logan
Co-Block Captains in 

Pleasanton

LETTERS

“Like” us on
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The Pleasanton Police Department made 
the following information available.

Aug. 8
Drug/alcohol violations

■ 1:42 a.m. in the 6000 block of 
Allbrook Circle; DUI

■ 7:37 p.m. in the 5100 block of 
Hopyard Road; possession of a 
controlled substance, paraphernalia 
possession, misdemeanor warrant 
arrest

Aug. 9
Theft

■ 3:28 p.m. in the 5700 block of 
Sonoma Drive; forgery

Arson

■ 8:23 p.m. in the 3300 block of 
Stanley Boulevard

Auto burglary

■ 8:28 a.m. in the 3700 block of 
Reflections Drive

DUI

■ 1:40 a.m. at the intersection of 
Crestline Road and Valley Avenue

Aug. 10
Theft

■ 8:01 a.m. at the intersection of 
Valley Trails Drive and Hot Springs 
Court; two counts of auto theft

■ 8:29 a.m. in the 500 block of 
Boulder Court; auto theft

■ 12:38 a.m. in the 5100 block of 
Oakdale Court; grand theft

DUI

■ 12:09 a.m. at the intersection of 
Valley and Bernal avenues

■ 12:43 a.m. in the 1800 block of 
Valley Avenue

■ 1:45 a.m. at the intersection of 
Santa Rita Road and Valley Avenue

■ 3:24 p.m. in the 4600 block of 
Denker Drive

Aug. 11
Drug/alcohol violations

■ 12:20 a.m. in the 4300 block of 
Valley Avenue; public drunkenness

■ 1:12 a.m. in the 4300 block of 
Valley Avenue; marijuana possession

■ 1:38 a.m. at the intersection of 
Santa Rita Road and Stoneridge 
Drive; public drunkenness

■ 6:07 p.m. at the intersection of 
Verona Road and Foothill Road; DUI

■ 8:33 p.m. in the 100 block of Neal 
Street; public drunkenness

Aug. 12
Theft

■ 6:39 p.m. in the 1300 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; grand theft

Aug. 13
Theft

■ 4:06 p.m. in the 3100 block of 
Santa Rita Road; grand theft

■ 9:40 p.m. in the 5500 block of W. 
Las Positas Boulevard; grand theft

Vandalism

■ 9:27 a.m. in the 4200 block of 
Hayford Court

Paraphernalia possession

■ 9:28 a.m. in the 3100 block of 
Bernal Avenue

Aug. 14
Grand theft

■ 9:56 a.m. in the 200 block of 
Rachael Place

Vandalism

■ 9:10 a.m. at the intersection of W. 
Angela Street and Main Street

■ 9:38 a.m. in the 3400 block of W. 
Ruby Hill Drive

■ 11:50 a.m. near the intersection of 
W. Las Positas and I-680

■ 2:38 p.m. in the 7300 block of 
Johnson Drive

POLICE REPORT

Underage drinking, 
vandalism reported at 
teen party

 One teen was arrested for van-
dalism and the owner of a home 
in the 6000 block of Kolb Ranch 
Road was cited for hosting a party 
with underage drinking just before 
midnight Aug. 8.
 Partygoer Phoenix Kai Garvey, 19, 
of Pleasanton was arrested for mis-
demeanor vandalism in an 11 p.m. 
incident at the home, according to 
police reports. Garvey was arrested 
for hitting a car with a large metal 
pole and breaking its windshield; in 
a vandalism that remains under in-
vestigation, another vehicle had its 
front and rear windshields smashed 
and three tires slashed.
 Police reports say five people 
under 21 had been drinking at the 
home. The homeowner’s name was 
withheld.

In other police reports:

police they were victims of fraud 
in separate incidents, all reported 
Aug. 8.
 In one, reported at 4:08 p.m. 
in the first block of Twelve Oaks 
Drive, a woman received a letter 
stating she owed $3,100 in taxes; 
apparently someone was using her 
Social Security number at his job, 
with his earnings are being report-
ed as her income.
 In another, which was reported 
at 8:10 p.m., a woman told police 
she either left her credit card at 
Sweet Tomatoes in the 4500 block 
of Hopyard Road or didn’t have 
the card returned to her at the end 
of her meal. By the time it was 
reported missing, it has been used 
to make a $900 charge at Target 
in Hayward, a $1,000 charge at 
Justice, a children’s clothing store 
in Fremont, and a $34.82 charge at 

Five Guys in Fremont. The thief or 
thieves returned to Target an hour 
later and charged another $750.
 In an incident reported at 7:55 
a.m., a resident in the 1500 block 
of Rose Avenue told police a $910 
charge has been made on her ac-
count from San Luis Obispo, al-
though she wasn’t there at the time 
of the charge.

possible federal charges for pass-
ing bogus $100 bills at Stoneridge 
Shopping Center at about 8:28 
p.m. Aug. 8.
 Three fake $100 bills were 
passed: one at Abercrombie and 
Fitch, and another two at Aber-
crombie for Kids. A 12-year-old girl 
from Union City and a 14-year-old 
girl from Oakland were arrested 
for forgery, and the Secret Service, 
which investigates cases of counter-
feiting, was contacted.

watches and rings were discovered 
stolen from a home in an Aug. 8 
residential burglary in the 3500 
block of Bernal Avenue. At around 
10:33 a.m., a community service 
officer went to the address to return 
some found property — jewelry and 
receipts found at Foothill Road and 
Longview Drive — and discovered 
the front door had been kicked in. 

arrested for felony shoplifting in 
separate Aug. 12 incidents less than 
an hour apart at Stoneridge Shop-
ping Center.
 Cecilia Calvillo Jimenez, 37, of 
Hayward, was arrested at about 
5:35 p.m. for taking makeup worth 
more than $950, including per-
fume, creams and mascara from JC 
Penny.
 At 6:27 p.m., a 16-year-old 
girl from Lathrop and Britanee 
Dominicque Windom, 20, of San 
Jose, was arrested for felony shop-
lifting for taking two watches and a 

bracelet charm from Nordstrom.

for auto theft and receiving stolen 
property on Aug. 13 in the 1700 
block of Santa Rita Road.
 Kevin Chambers, 45, of Stockton 
was arrested after being spotted 
by police before pulling into the 
Safeway parking lot at about 12:52 
a.m. The car, an Acura Legend, 
had been reported stolen in San 
Jose. Chambers also had a felony 
warrant from San Jose in a separate 
incident.

PCS in the 6000 block of John-
son Drive netted five smartphones 
worth nearly $3,000 between noon 
and 12:08 p.m. Aug. 9.

break-in at Ingram and Brauns 
Music store in the 3100 block 
of Santa Rita Road between noon 
Aug. 9 and 3 p.m. Aug. 12. Taken 
were two powered speakers valued 
at $899 apiece, a $587 powered 
speaker, a $500 mixing board and 
a $200 microphone.

-
sient, was arrested for prowling at 
around 10:04 a.m. Aug. 12 after 
the owner of a car shop at 39 Cali-
fornia Avenue spotted him on the 
property. 

-
tween 2:20 and 5 p.m. Aug. 8 from 
a home in the 4000 block of Nevis 
Street; the bike was taken from 
the garage, which had been left 
unlocked. Also stolen were a $100 
helmet, $40 bicycling gloves and a 
$30 bicycle repair kit.

room window in a residential bur-
glary in the 3300 block of Norton 
Way. The burglary occurred be-
tween 7:45 a.m. Aug. 11 and noon 
Aug. 14; taken were a video game 
console worth about $170 and 
video games worth $225, along 
with a $50 guitar amplifier and $20 
speakers.
 Under the law, those arrested 
are considered innocent until con-
victed.

POLICE BULLETIN

Matthew Michael Lyon
 Matthew Michael Lyon died un-
expectedly Friday evening, July 27, 
2012 while hiking to meet Boy 
Scouts from Troop 820 as they com-
pleted a 30-mile backpacking trip on 
the Pacific Crest Trail. 
 Matt was born in Salt Lake City 
on April 16, 1970. He was raised in 
Pleasanton, California and graduat-
ed from Amador Valley High School. 
He served a two year mission in 
Guatemala for The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints. Follow-
ing his mission he attended UC Davis 
where he earned degrees in Econom-
ics and International Relations. He 
married Eleanor L. Valencia on Sep-
tember 15, 1995 in the Oakland LDS 
Temple. He worked for Accenture for 
16 years.
 He is survived by his wife Eleanor, 
children Connor, Jordan, Maxwell, 
and Sierra, parents Michael and 
Susan Lyon of Pleasanton, brothers 
Nicholas (Chelsea), Daniel (Holly), 
and Christian of San Francisco, niece 
Madison and many loving aunts, 
uncles, and cousins.
 Matt lived a life of selfless service 
to others and filled many church 
roles, including his most recent as 
the Bishop of the Walnut Creek II 
Ward. Matt enjoyed exploring the 
California coast, backpacking, gar-
dening, home improvement projects, 
and spending time with his family 
and friends. He found beauty in na-
ture, art, music, good literature, and 
always looked for the good in oth-
ers. He touched many lives with his 
witty humor and easy-going nature. 

He loved his family above all and will 
be missed by all who knew him. 
 A website has been established 
to allow friends and family to serve, 
support as well as share photos and 
stories. Please visit lyonfoundation.
com

Harold W. Garden
 Harold W. Garden died July 22, 
2012 at the age of 99. He was 
born to Joseph and Sarah Garden in 
Stoney Creek, Connecticut. He grad-
uated from San Francisco State.
 He was a 
longtime teach-
er at Pleasan-
ton Grammar 
School, begin-
ning his career 
there in the early 
1940’s. Garden 
taught 7th grade 
and it was his 
favorite grade to 
teach. He was a 
teacher and principal for 33 years. 
He retired as principal from the Oak-
land School District. Garden also 
was a probation officer for 8 years. 
 Garden loved to teach and help 
children and adults learn to read. 
He believed people should read at 
all times. He had a great sense of 
humor, and loved life. He is survived 
by his daughter and son-in-law, Sally 
and Save Van Houten (Riverbank), 
grandson Joseph Crume (Germany), 
granddaughter Mickie Crume and 
great-granddaughter John Crume 
(Moscow, Russia).
 Deegan Funeral Chapel in Escalon 
handled private services for the im-
mediate family, including burial at 
St. John’s Catholic Cemetery in Es-
calon, CA.

OBITUARIES
PAID OBITUARIES

Take a vacation from a payment. When you Finance or Lease any 2012 Volvo.

Lawrence Volvo invites you to see our large selection of 2012 

S60’s and XC60’s during YOUR SUMMER SALES EVENT

BE SURE TO ASK ONE OF OUR SALES CONSULTANTS ABOUT THE

$1,000 LOYALTY BONUS ALONG WITH

$2.9% APR FINANCING

YOUR SUMMER SALES EVENT

YOUR FIRST 4 PAYMENTS WILL BE COVERED BY VOLVO*.
Plus receive complementary scheduled maintenance and wear and tear coverage for 5 years.

See dealer for details - Offer expires 8/31/12

2791 N. Main St.
Walnut Creek

(925) 939-3333
lawrencevolvo.com

COMMUNITY PULSE ● TRANSITIONS
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TriValley Life
WHAT’S HAPPENING AROUND THE VALLEY — MUSIC, THEATER, ART, MOVIES AND MORE

PEOPLE AND LIFESTYLES
IN OUR COMMUNITY

“It is easier to get drunk than it is to find food.”
 An Oakland resident stated this when observing the 
contrast in numbers between liquor stores and grocery 

outlets in his neighborhood.
 Foothill High students Mihir Naik and Sohan Shah took a 
step toward decreasing this difference by starting a club on 
campus last December called the Green Initiative. It focuses on 
providing healthy, organic food for Oakland residents by grow-
ing vegetables plus selling reusable aluminum water bottles to 
benefit a nonprofit group with the same goal.
 “We hope to show the members of our community that by 
embracing sustainable practices they can make a positive im-
pact on their environment and society,” Shah said in an email.
 The two teens rent a plot at the Pleasanton Community Gar-

den and raise zucchini to donate to City Slicker Farms, which 
has been partnering since 2001 with the West Oakland com-
munity to grow and distribute thousands of pounds of its own 
fresh produce. 
 “City Slicker Farms works with its community to empower 
West Oakland families to meet their needs for healthy organic 
goods by establishing high-yield urban farms and backyard gar-
dens,” Shah explained. “They provide a solution to the lack of a 
real choice for fresh, affordable, healthy food, and also revitalize 
underused urban areas.”
 “I started volunteering at City Slicker Farms after my sister 
(a UC Berkeley student) introduced me to it,” Naik said. “I did 
a speech on City Slicker Farms at the end of sophomore year. 
That was when I started thinking about it again, and I decided 
to start the Green Initiative so I could help out from right here 
in Pleasanton.”
 “We were both very impressed with the work they were 
doing to improve their community, and we wanted to bring 
some of their ideas out to Pleasanton,” Shah said. “We got our 
friends and classmates involved by holding meetings at Foot-
hill High School and communicating with them through social 
networks like Facebook.”
 “West Oakland is known as a ‘food desert’ because of the lack 
of fresh food sources,” he continued. “The rate of diabetes and 
other health problems is high in West Oakland because people 
are forced to buy unhealthy fast food because it’s the only af-
fordable option. City Slicker Farms is fighting that problem by 
bringing fresh food to West Oakland through urban garden-
ing.”

 Naik produced a Green Initiative video for an English class, 
now posted on YouTube, which explains that Oakland’s lack 
of fresh food arises from three problems in the community: 
problematic banking, manipulative real estate practices, and 
racial sentiment. Grocery stores do not take root in some areas 
because their executives know only low-income families will 
populate the neighborhoods, it points out.
 “Corner stores lacking fresh food, liquor stores and fast-food 
restaurants are the residents’ only economically viable food op-
tions,” Naik says in the film. “We want to make it easier for the 
students interested in fighting this problem to get involved in 
ensuring that the people of Oakland have access to one of the 
most basic necessities of life.”
 Their first harvest in June yielded 50 pounds of zucchini, 

Naik said.
 “By establishing our Green Initiative garden we hope to dem-
onstrate that it is both easy and cheap to grow fresh produce 
in one’s own backyard,” Shah added. “Buying produce from the 
supermarket can become expensive and increases one’s carbon 
footprint, as the produce must be grown elsewhere and then 
shipped to the supermarket. Establishing one’s own garden is 
far more sustainable.”
 Using aluminum water bottles cuts down on the amount of 
plastic used in the community, they noted. Theirs sell for $5.
 “Our water bottles are an affordable alternative to constantly 
buying plastic water bottles, which when not properly recycled 
clog up landfills and release harmful toxins into the environ-
ment,” Shah said.
 They donate proceeds from bottle sales to the City Slicker 
Farms.
 Besides keeping up their community garden patch and sell-
ing water bottles, Naik and Shah, both seniors, are looking for 
new members for the Foothill club.
 “We are trying to find more juniors to keep it going once we 
graduate,” Naik said.
 “We hope that our classmates, teachers, friends, families and 
community will join us in our stand against food injustices in 
Oakland,” Naik concludes at the end of his video. “We must 
prove that we believe access to healthy food is not a privilege 
of the rich but a protected right of all the people.”
 If they sell all of their aluminum bottles, it will raise $1,650 
for City Slicker Farms, said Naik. To buy a water bottle or for 
more information, email ptowngreeninitiative@gmail.com. 

fighting 
problems

WITH

GREEN INITIATIVE 
WORKS TO IMPROVE 

‘FOOD DESERT’ 
IN OAKLAND

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Sohan Shah (left) and Mihir Naik are raising zucchini at their Green Initiative patch at the Pleasanton Community Garden to donate to City 
Slicker Farms, which makes fresh produce available to residents of West Oakland. The teen group is also selling aluminum water bottles for 
$5 each to reduce the use of plastic and to raise money for City Slicker Farms.
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Auditions
VALLEY CONCERT CHORALE 2012-
13 SEASON The Valley Concert 
Chorale, the Tri-Valley’s premier 
chorus, will hold auditions by 
appointment for its 2012-2013 
concert season on the following 
dates: Mondays, Aug. 27, Sept. 10 
and 17. The new season will include 
the music of Gilbert and Sullivan, 
the annual Sing-It-Yourself Messiah 
and more. To schedule an appoint-
ment, call 462-4205. 

Clubs
TRIVALLEY DEMS BBQ The TriValley 
Democratic Club barbecue, pot-
luck, white elephant sale and silent 
auction is from 11:15 a.m.-3 p.m., 
Sunday, Aug. 26, at Emerald Glen 
Park, Tassajara Road and Central 
Parkway, Dublin. Speakers will be 
Assembly members Joan Buchanan 
and Mary Hayashi, State Sen. 
Mark DeSaulnier, Congressman 
Pete Stark and Congressional can-
didate Eric Swalwell. Cost is $5. 
Call Sharon Goldberg at 831-8355 
or visit www.trivalleydems.com/
Calendar.htm. 

Events
GNON MIXER AND YOU’RE 
INVITED GNON (Girls Night Out 
Networking) and A Touch of Health 
Day Spa invite you to join them 
from 5-8 p.m., Thursday, Aug. 
23, at the spa, 377 St. Mary St., 
Pleasanton, for networking oppor-
tunities, drawings, socializing, food 
and fun. Cost is $10 for members 
and $15 for non-members. RSVP to 
gnoners@gmail.com by Aug. 21. 

LUNCHEON FOR WIDOWED The 
Widowed Men and Women of 
Northern California would like 
you to join them for lunch at 
noon, Thursday, Aug. 23, at 
Chianti’s Ristorante, 436 Main 
St., Pleasanton. Cost is your menu 
choice. RSVP to David by Monday, 
Aug. 20, at 833-7647. 

Fundraisers
BROTHELS, BAR ROOMS AND 
BANDITS The Museum on Main 
is holding its annual fundraiser, 
Brothels, Bar Rooms and Bandits, 
from 6-10:30 p.m., Saturday, 
Sept. 15, at the Pleasanton Senior 
Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. Return 
to Pleasanton of 1890s and enjoy 
gambling with friends and eating 
great food. Western attire encour-

aged. Cost of $45 includes bar-
becue dinner, gambling chips and 
entertainment. Tickets available at 
Museum on Main, 603 Main St., 
Pleasanton, or call 462-2766. 

FOOTHILL FOOTBALL BBQ KICKOFF 
FUNDRAISER Join the fun at the 
Foothill Falcon’s 2012 annual 
Football BBQ. Come meet the 
coaches and the senior players on 
this fun-filled event. This adult-only 
evening will feature a delicious din-
ner with no-host bar, live music by 
JamFunkShus, with dancing, silent 
auction, drawings and more. 6-11 
p.m., Saturday, Aug. 25. $45 per 
person. Pleasanton Senior Center, 
5353 Sunol Blvd., Pleasanton. 
www.foothillfalcons.org

TRI VALLEY DOUBLES CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Ruby Hill Golf Club, Castlewood 
County Club and Livermore valley 
Tennis Club are joining together to 
host a benefit tennis tournament 
with 100% of the entry fees going 
to the Valley Humane Society. The 
tournament, with play at all levels, 
will take place Labor Day weekend, 
Sept. 1-3, with divisions for men, 
women, mixed doubles and juniors 
at all levels. Visit www.trivalleydou-
bleschampionships.com. 

Health
ANNUAL SENIOR’S DAY The Hindu 
Community and Cultural Center 
will be conducting a free Alternative 
Medicine Health Fair from 10:30 
a.m.-1 p.m., Saturday, Aug. 18, 
at Shiva-Vishnu Temple Assembly 
Hall, 1232 Arrowhead Ave., 
Livermore. Seniors are invited to 
enjoy a day full of activities -- talent 
shows, games and lunch. Register 
by Aug. 15 to participate in the 
activities. Call 449-6255 or email 
suman1218@yahoo.com. 

Lectures/
Workshops
KEYS TO EMOTIONAL WELL-BEING 
Pleasanton psychologist-author 
Dr. Joy Bodzioch, who has practi-

cal tools for enjoying consistent 
inner peace, joy and life fulfill-
ment, will give a talk from 7:45-9 
p.m., Monday, Aug. 20, at the 
Pleasanton Public Library, 400 
Old Bernal Ave. She will share her 
upbeat look at ways to build self-
esteem and healthier relationships 
while reducing stress and anxiety. 
Visit www.discoverjoyonline.com. 

Miscellaneous
DISCOVERY SHOP HALF OFF The 
American Cancer Society Discovery 
Shop will have its Semiannual 
50% off Sale from 10 a.m.-6 p.m., 
Friday, Aug. 17, and Saturday, 
Aug. 18, at 1987 Santa Rita Rd., 
Pleasanton. There will be store-
wide savings of half off in both the 
main store and the furniture and 
home store. Everything is half off, 
including jewelry and furniture. Call 
462-7374. 

On Stage
SALLY STRUTHERS All in the Family’s 
Sally Struthers will regale the audi-
ence with songs, stories and laugh-
ter in a rare intimate evening of 
entertainment. The event is from 
8-10 p.m., Saturday, Aug. 18, at 
the Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. Tickets 
are $28-$38. Call 931-4848 or visit 
www.firehousearts.org. 

Sports
PJFL GOLF TOURNAMENT First-ever 
2012 Pleasanton Junior Football 
League Classic Golf Tournament 
Friday, Aug. 24 at Sunol Valley Golf 
Course, 6900 Mission Rd., Sunol. 
Spend a day with friends and busi-
ness associates and support PJFL 
at the same time. All registered 
participants will receive 18 holes 
of golf on the Cypress Course at 
Sunol, lunch and dinner. For more 
information and to register visit 
www.pjfl.com. 

PLEASANTON PHANTOM 16A 
TRYOUTS Pleasanton Phantom 16A 

Travel Softball Team Tryouts are 
from 8:30 a.m.-noon, Saturday, 
Aug. 18, at 5800 Parkside Dr Field 
7, Pleasanton. Looking for talented 
players to join their team. Players 
can be from other cities and must 
be 14-17 years of age. Call 408-
722-7517 or visit www.pleasanton-
softball.org. 

Volunteering
EAST BAY STAND DOWN Volunteers 
are needed to give a “hand up” to 
men and women who have served 
honorably in military service and 
are now homeless. More than 
1,000 volunteers with various 
skills and abilities are needed to 
support the operation of an East 
Bay Stand Down “tent city” at the 
Alameda County Fairgrounds from 
Thursday, Sept. 13, through noon, 
Sunday, Sept. 16. Volunteers 
must register by Aug. 31 at www.
eastbaystanddown.org. Financial 
assistance is also greatly needed. 
Checks may be sent to Diablo 
Valley Veterans Foundation EBSD, 
P.O. Box 2133, Danville, CA 
94526. 

ON THE TOWN ● CALENDAR ON THE 
TOWN

AMERICAN
Eddie Papa’s American 
Hangout
4889 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
469-6266. Winner of The 
Pleasanton Weekly’s Reader 
Choice Awards for “Best American 
Food,” “Best Meal Under $20” 
and “Best Kid Friendly Restaurant,” 
Eddie Papa’s American Hangout 
celebrates the regional food and 
beverage cultures of America. 
Bring the whole family to enjoy 
iconic dishes from across the United 
States, Old World Hospitality, 
and hand crafted artisan cocktails. 
www.eddiepapas.com.

BARBECUE
Red Smoke Grill
4501 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
734-0307. Home of the Tri Tip 
and Blue, Red Smoke Grill was 
Voted Reader’s Choice Best 
2006, 2007, 2008, 2010 and 
2011. Dine in or take out rotisserie 
chicken, ribs, prawns, salads and 
tri tip, or pulled pork sandwiches. 
Relax with a beer or a bottle of 
wine. Visit www.redsmokegrill.com. 

CLOCK REPAIR
Free Estimates
Free Pick-up & Delivery in Tri-Valley

Timely Service

Byfield’s Clock Shop Call (925) 736-9165
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 Degi Haastrup knew for almost 10 years
ed to go to Las Positas College. 
 Haastrup is a student from Nigeria, and 
attended LPC in the early 2000s then went
UC Davis. 
 “I watched my sister’s success as she pu
demic goals. She really set a good example
I wanted to follow in her footsteps,” Haast
 He has one more year before, in the fa
hopes to transfer to the University of S
school of business.
 Although his experience at Las Positas h
actly what he imagined college to be, he 
it’s been better. 
 “I’m involved on campus and all of the
really feel fulfilled at this point in my life,” 
who became a Student Senator after receiv
tures from his peers. 
 “You come to college and go to class, 
to take advantage of the other activities.
involvement with the student governmen
many open-minded people who have ed
life. They’ve helped me to realize that my
a lifelong process. They’ve taught me so m
things; they really push me to be a better p
 Whether it’s been 10 years in the making
hours, many have made the decision to atte
College. Set in the rolling hills of Livermo
the-art campus has proven that it has mu
picturesque views to offer. 

 This week Las Positas is welcoming 8,5
campus as fall semester courses begin. W
dents are embarking on their final studies
College, others are beginning their first yea
 Foothill graduate Karoline van der Zee w
ing LPC for the first time this fall. Not thri
colleges that had accepted her, she decide
higher education at Las Positas. 
 “I hope to gain a nice relationship with
and classmates, along with doing the bes
the classroom,” shared van der Zee. 
 “I don’t have an exact plan yet, but I’m lo
to attending Las Positas. It’s where I need 
to transfer to a school that I can’t wait to a
 With an extensive course catalog, Las P
offers a wide variety of classes and program
 “We may not have as many sections as 
but the courses are there,” said Las Positas
dent Dr. Kevin Walthers. 
 “We’re not trying to compete with the 
Our goal here is to offer the students a qua

Right: The Las Positas College soccer team prac
gling skills; athletes entering two-year colleges do
compete with upperclassmen for spots on the f
stage or in the pool. 
Far right: President Dr. Kevin Walthers welcom
to the White House Hispanic Community Acti
held at the college July 26.
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so that they can be successful when they transfer. Our 
faculty is really dedicated to the idea of quality.”
 The faculty’s commitment to quality is evident in the 
college’s mission statement: “Students first.” As state bud-
get cuts force the college to cut sections, the faculty and 
staff at LPC have had to make adjustments. 
 “I try to add as many students as I can to my classes. If 
I have a chair, I’ll add them. I do what I can to make sure 
that the students are getting the best possible experience 
that I can offer,” said psychology professor and Director 
of Student Life Cynthia Ross. 
 The professors do not get paid for additional students, 
and with a 99% fill rate, Las Positas has almost reached 
its maximum capacity. 
 “We really have an outstanding faculty,” Walthers said. 
“They don’t get paid for their extra time, but they do it 
anyways because they see that it helps their students.”
 In order to ensure that the students are receiving the 
resources and education necessary to accomplish their 
academic goals, faculty members have spent countless 
hours organizing outside activities for their students. 
 Additional office hours, coordinated study sessions and 
monthly pizza lunches with President Walthers provide 
students with opportunities to become involved with 
their education. 
 Student Trustee Kris Adhikari of Tracy explained that 
as a student he has seen the affects of the budget cuts, but 
it has not taken away from his educational experience.
 “We’ve felt the budget pinch at certain times, but the 
faculty does a really good job to set us up for success,” 
Adhikari said. “LPC offers so much academic support. 
For me, the math center made all the difference.” 
 In order to maintain a level of academic excellence and 
to provide the students with the resources they need to be 
successful, the Las Positas College Foundation, the col-
lege’s fundraising branch, will begin to support additional 
sections of courses. 
 “I want to be able to remove roadblocks for the stu-
dents so that they can reach their goals, whether that’s 
going to a UC or a CSU or pursuing a career. I want to 
clear the way so that they can go on to be successful 
wherever they choose to go,” Walthers said. 
 And successful they have been. In the 2011-12 aca-
demic year, LPC reported a 50.56% transfer rate, com-
pared to the 40.7% statewide rate. The rates reflect the 
percentage of students who are successfully transferring 
to baccalaureate colleges or universities within six years. 
This past year, more than 500 students transferred to UCs 
and CSUs from LPC. 

 Despite budget cuts, Las Positas College has main-
tained a level of academic excellence. Last year, more 

than 1,000 transfer students from across the country ap-
plied for UC Berkeley’s Haas School of Business, and four 
of the 100 students accepted into the highly competitive 
undergraduate program were from LPC. 
 “At Las Positas, I have gained the ability to focus. Being 
a student that did not do as well as they would have liked 
in high school, Las Positas has been more or less a second 
chance at getting into a good university,” said Kyle Such-
land, a Foothill alum and current student at LPC. “Las 
Positas gives students an opportunity to prove themselves 
as college students.”
 Suchland chose to attend LPC because of its strong 
Firefighter/Emergency Medical Technician program.
 “There are several programs in the state for EMT train-
ing, however, semester after semester LPC continues to 
prove themselves as one of the better ones,” he said.
 Suchland explained that a third party exam is taken 
upon the completion of the EMT courses. The national 
average for passing the test on the first attempt is 70%, 
while LPC nears 93%.
 “Taking a look at just this one program at Las Positas, it 
is evident that the college is ahead of the curveball when 
it comes to its educational standards,” Suchland said. 
 In order to ensure a quality education, the faculty 
undergoes yearly evaluations. In addition, each course’s 
syllabus goes through a reviewing process. 
 Walthers said courses at a four-year college may be 
more rigorous but students may also be receiving instruc-
tion from a graduate student. At Las Positas, they are 
receiving an education from highly qualified professors 
who do their best to provide the students with a unique 
“hands on experience.”

 With more than 30 active clubs, a student govern-
ment, eight intercollegiate athletic teams, and a music 
and theater department, Las Positas offers a student life 
unique to the community college experience, faculty 
members say. 
 Half of LPC’s student body is 21 or younger, while 
two-thirds is 26 or younger. A younger student popu-
lation, which resembles that of a traditional four-year 
college, allows students the opportunity to experience 
what Walthers calls the “added-stuffs.”
 He explained that the “added-stuffs” are the clubs, 
activities and programs available to enhance a student’s 
experience. While those attending four-year colleges 
compete with upperclassmen for spots on the stage, in 
the pool and on the field, LPC students find themselves 
a part of the starting lineup their freshman year. 
 “The students get into leadership roles more quickly. I 
think that’s the biggest advantage. They have the chance 
to really develop some leadership skills,” said Walthers. 

 Director of Events Teshayna Mitchell, who is in her 
last year as a student, describes her experience with 
student government as life changing.
 “I just thought I would be a part of the student body 
and that was it. I never really imagined that I could be 
the person I am today,” she said. “Being a part of student 
government has given me confidence in life.” 
 Mitchell hopes to change the lives of others as the 
Director of Events.
 “I want the students to get more of an experience,” 
she said. “When you host events, it shows them that 
they don’t have to be at a four-year to get the ‘real’ col-
lege experience. Hopefully it encourages the students 
to become involved and maybe even join student gov-
ernment.” 
 Sydney Wagner, a member of the Women’s Swim 
Team, values the friendships that she has gained.
 “Being on the team has definitely enhanced my ex-
perience at school,” she said. “It can be hard to make 
connections with other students on campus because we 
don’t live on campus. But by spending so much time 
working out and traveling together, the team has pro-
vided this opportunity.”
 “Being a part of the team is also an excellent opportu-
nity for students who have not competed competitively 
on a team before to have this experience,” she added. 
“The ability levels of the athletes range so that anyone 
can feel comfortable being a part of the team.”
 As competition between transfer students continues 
to rise, Director of Student Life Ross expressed other 
benefits of becoming involved.
 “It’s often a challenge to get students involved on 
campus at community colleges because they aren’t 
residence campuses. But I think that it is a good idea 
to get involved because transferring to four-years is so 
competitive,” Ross said. 
 With religious, special interest, cultural, honor so-
ciety and sports clubs, students say it is easy to find 
something of interest. Las Positas College also offers in-
tercollegiate men and women’s basketball, soccer, cross 
country, swimming and diving teams. 
 Whether it’s playing basketball, acting or cheering on 
the sidelines, Las Positas students are finding that they 
aren’t missing out on the “college experience.” 
 “If I want to stay on campus for 10-12 hours, I can. 
There’s always something going on,” said Adhikari. 
 Each year, students from near and far come to pursue 
a higher education at Las Positas College. Whether they 
are from Nigeria or the Tri-Valley, planning to transfer 
or get their two-year Associate in Arts degree, LPC is 
committed to providing a quality education where its 
students come first. 
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  T h e  B e s t  P r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  a  L i f e t i m e  o f  L e a r n i n g   

Nurturing, Safe  
  Environment

 Engaging Curriculum

 Featuring Music, Art,  
  Science & Spanish

 Enriching Social  
  Development

P r e s c h o o l        E l e m e n t a r y         M i d d l e  S c h o o l

October 27, 201210:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Join us for an Open House  
and discover why.

Join us for an Open House and learn more about our  

curriculum and how we nurture the inquisitive and creative nature  

of children in a positive learning environment.

Danville Sycamore Valley  
2615 Camino Tassajara Rd. 

 Next to East Bay Fellowship Church  

(925) 648-0500

Fremont Boulevard 
38495 Fremont Boulevard 

(510) 713-8900

Danville Blackhawk 
3201 Camino Tassajara Rd. 
 Corner of Old Blackhawk Road  

(925) 648-4900

Fremont Curtis 
5301 Curtis Street 

(510) 438-9745

Pleasanton 
4576 Willow Road 

Hacienda Business Park 

(925) 737-0001

Fremont Middle School 
5301 Curtis Street 

(510) 438-9745

Preschool State License Numbers: 073402482, 073406680, 013420939, 013417816, 013420588. 

Learn more, visit www.StratfordSchools.com Accrediting Commission

for
Schools
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Space is still available in most programs for the current school year.  

Call to schedule your personal tour today!
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BY GLENN WOHLTMANN
 The new school year beginning Aug. 28 
in the Pleasanton district will bring some 
changes, especially for younger children and 
their parents.
 Among those changes: larger class sizes for 
grades 1 through 3.
 Class sizes are moving to 30-1 for the first 
time in years, said Jane Golden, director of 
curriculum and special projects
 “We had 20-1 for 12 years. Last year we 
had 25-1, this year we have 30-1. I really 
think its part of doing business in school in 
California right now,” Golden said. “With 
funding being cut for all districts, teachers 
have had to adapt.”
 The district has had to adapt, too.
 “We’re moving instructional materials 
around, we’re moving furniture, because 
teachers need more desks. In some class-
rooms we actually have to move computers 
out of classrooms because teachers need more 
desks,” Golden said.

 The district handed out pink slips to 23 
teachers as it moved to the higher student-
teacher ratio.
 Grades 1-3 will also see staggered reading 
schedules for the first time in years, with half 
going early and half staying late to give teach-
ers smaller class sizes to emphasize reading. 
That caused an uproar among parents when 
it was announced in June.
 “As far as I know, things have settled 
down,” Golden said. “Kids Club (the district’s 
own after-school program) sent out a survey 
to all elementary school parents in the dis-
trict asking about their needs.”
 In addition, she said, “We met with all the 
childcare providers.
 “Two meetings were held with childcare 
providers in our community to help them 
figure out the logistics of implementing the 
new schedule on their end. For example, van 
trips — that seemed to be one of their main 
concerns.”
 The district is also adding transitional kin-
dergarten for the first time, bringing in those 
who are not quite old enough for regular 
kindergarten.
 Golden said three classes were added, for a 
total of 90 new young learners.
 “We’re required by state ed code to provide 
the program for children born in November. 
Those children have all been registered and 
are ready to go. We have three classes and 
they’re absolutely full — each has 30 kids,” 
she said. “We’ve been able to let in all of the 
October-born children. Our waiting list is for 
September-born children, and we have about 
17 of them.”
 Golden said the exact number may change 
as some of those scheduled for transitional 

kindergarten drop out at the last minute, or 
if it’s decided that some kindergartners need 
an extra year to develop skills.
 The district, acting on the mission state-
ment it adopted last year that its students 
“will make a better world,” is also getting 
a jump on Common Core State Standards, 
which are set to take effect in the 2013-14 
school year.
 “These standards are rigorous, globally fo-
cused, and based upon the increasing de-
mands of the 21st century workforce needs,” 
said Odie Douglas, the district’s new assistant 
superintendent of educational services. “We 
will work collaboratively with our instruction-
al staff to make sure our core curriculum in 

the areas of English, mathematics, science and 
social science is fully aligned with the Com-
mon Core State Standards and assessments by 
the beginning of the 2014-15 school year.”
 The new standards are to help American 
students compete on the world stage and 
have been adopted by 47 states. Golden said 
the new approach will be put into action 
gradually.
 “We’re taking this year and next year for 
training and reviewing our curriculum,” Gold-
en said. “Our model is to train teacher leaders 
at every school in the district, and then the 
principals and these teacher leaders will train 
the rest of the staff.”

New year brings changes for younger students
Higher student-teacher ratio, staggered reading, transitional kindergarten added

Busy Bees’ Preschool
Register NOW for Fall!
• Full-time/Part-time
• New Infant Program
• Preschool - Junior Kindergarten
• K-5th After School Enrichment 
 (includes pickups)
• Year Round
• Large Outdoor Playground
• All Certifi ed Staff

925-249-9000 Hours: 7am-6pm M-F

4300 Mirador Drive, Pleasanton  www.busybeespleasanton.com

OPEN HOUSE
September 8

11am - 2pm

50% OFF
One Month’s Tuition*

*Tuition offer is prorated 

over a 5 month period. 

Exp. 9-30-12.

District Demographics

¸ Approximately 15,000 students

¸ 53.28% White

¸ 34.36% Asian

¸ 9.29% Latino

¸ 2.43% Black

¸ 0.65% Native American

¸ 9 Elementary Schools

¸ 3 Middle Schools

¸ 2 Comprehensive High Schools

— PUSD

See CHANGES on Page 18
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Ptownlife.org

Ptownlife.org 

Coming 8.20.12

Free Initial Registration
A $75 value, must present this ad at enrollment

Expires 09/30/12

Livermore
Almond Center
1401 Almond Avenue 
Livermore, CA 94550

Marylin Avenue Center 
800 Marylin Avenue
Livermore, CA 94550

www.kidango.org

Pleasanton
Bernal Center
4667 Bernal Avenue
Pleasanton, CA 94566

Dublin
Nielsen Center
7500 Amarillo Road 
Dublin, CA 94568

Lic. #013419447800-262-4252

Part-day & Full-day Preschool Programs
Free and low cost care for eligible families

 She said the standards will be 
less answer-based and more un-
derstandin- based. For example, 
a student could get the answer to 
a math question wrong but still 
get some credit for knowing the 
theory. Golden said Common Core 
will also mean more collaboration 
among students and less talking by 
teachers.
 Even as the district moves toward 
those more rigorous standards, two 
of its schools are in “program im-
provement,” which means federally 
mandated requirements to bring 
up test scores. Pleasanton Middle 
School has to raise scores for spe-
cial education students and English 
learners, and Valley View Elemen-
tary has to boost scores language 
scores for English learners and His-
panic students.
 PMS has begun scheduling extra 
learning time before and after 
school, and some of its students 
will have block scheduling, giving 
up an elective for extra instruc-
tional time. Valley View teachers 
will be getting three days of inten-
sive instruction on a new program 
about to be implemented there.

 Meanwhile, elementary and mid-
dle schools are still raising money 
to add hours that were cut for tech 
positions, said Bill Faraghan, as-
sistant superintendent of human 
resources. 
 He said schools will continue to 
raise funds during walk-through 
registration.
 “At this point, no one has added 
any additional hours over the base 
for the library media assistants 
or site technology specialist posi-
tions,” he said.
 No one is challenging the three 
incumbent school board members 
whose terms are up this year, so 
the district will save the $200,000 
budgeted to participate in the No-
vember election.
 But state funding is still up in the 
air for the upcoming year, accord-
ing to Luz Cazares, assistant super-
intendent of business services. 
 “November is going to be the 
next major data point for us,” Caza-
res said. That’s when two state mea-
sures designed to increase funding 
for schools will be on the ballot.
 “We planned for taxes not pass-
ing,” Cazares said. “November feels 
like a long way away, but we’re 
ready for it when it comes.” 

High Academic Achievement

¸ 99% passing rate on the state High School Exit Exam

¸ 90% of elementary students scored proficient and advanced in science

¸ 82% of high school students scored proficient and advanced in biology

¸ 99% of seventh-graders who took Algebra 1 scored proficient and 
 advanced

— PUSD

CHANGES
Continued from Page 17
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 The Pleasanton Seahawks Swim 
Team swam to a first-place team fin-
ish at the Far Western Champion-
ships in San Jose on Aug. 1-5, com-
peting against the Tri-Valley Aquat-
ics and others from throughout the 
state, Nevada, Arizona and Canada.
 Special highlights from the Pre-
Junior group include new PRTs by 
Alex Ren and Nicole Stiles. In ad-
dition, Nicole swam in the 10 and 
under girls 200 free relay that set 
a new team record. From the Pre-
Senior group, the 11-12 girls of 
Sofia Barrera, Alexandra Hernandez, 
Nja Zuniga, and Miranda Heckman 
finished in the top 10 for their three 
respective relays. Heckman finished 
eighth in the 400 free and 1500 free 
and sixth in the 800 free.
 For the 11-12 boys, the 200 and 
400 medley relay of Jonah Cooper, 
Timothy Yao, Drew Kobayashi and 
Christopher Jhong finished second 
in both races. In the 200 and 400 
free relay, Jonah Cooper, Drew Ko-
bayashi, Christopher Jhong and 
Wolfgang Lachance also swam to 
second in both races.
 Individually, Jonah Cooper was 
the second place high point win-
ner for 11-12 boys by placing first 
in two of his races, second in two, 
third in three, and fifth in the 800 
free. Christopher Jhong also helped 
contribute to the points by placing 
seventh in the 200 back and fifth in 
the 100 back. 
 For the Tri Valley Aquatics, 
Stephanie Doi and Thomas Gjerde 
led the team in best times, with 
three each. Stephanie Doi swam 
personal bests in the 100 and 200 
free, and the 100 fly. Gjerde took 

down his own personal records in 
the 50 and 100 free, and 200 fly. 
Jordan Reznick took off six seconds 
from his 400 free, which he’d al-
ready dropped in a few weeks ear-
lier at JOs. Nicole Doi had two best 
times, in the 100 and 200 free.
 Meanwhile, Maria Carlson and 
Natalie Tang were representing TVA 

in Edmonton, Canada, as part of the 
Pacific Swimming North American 
Challenge Cup Team. Carlson had 
two best times throughout the meet 
(50 free, 200 breast), and took 
home bronze medals in both the 
100 breast and 4x100 medley relay. 
Tang also had two best times, in the 
100 and 200-meter backstrokes. 

Seahawks soar at Far Western Championships
Tri-Valley Aquatics swim personal bests

Breakers Cup champs
The RAGE U13 Premier Girls Soccer team entered the U14 Division of the Breakers Cup in Santa Cruz for an added 
challenge and then came away with the Tournament Championship after defeating the Los Gatos United Wildcats 
in thrilling 2-1 fi nal. This continues a streak that includes being Spring League Premier Champs, Nor Cal Cross-
Regional Premier Champions and RAGE Juniors Tournament Finalists. 

Team members are (back row, l-r) Sydney DeVor, Sayler Bagnall, Natasa Copic, Makenzie Farro, Coach Stephanie 
Wieger, Lauren Russell, Kathryn Lee, G’Ana Losson, Samantha Dukes, (middle) Claire Wong, Nikki Lee, Taylor Noval, 
Molly Murphy, Lilly Ryan, Tami Kwong, (front) Sophia Pearson and Terra McHone. Not pictured: Mary Clifford.

Local runners dominates at national 
championships
Annaka Green of Pleasanton, Megan McCandless and Cat Kiser were 
among the winning members of Oak Hill Racing, which was dominant 
at the U.S. Junior Olympic National Track Championships held recently 
in Baltimore, Md. Green fi nished second in the 1500-meter with a time 
of 4:41.10. Julia Bounds won the 3000, followed closely by Lauren 
Jacobs in third, McCandless in fi fth and Kiser in sixth. Bounds’ time of 
10:10.45 was the fastest time run in the United States this year. 

“To have four runners fi nish in the top six was way beyond our expecta-
tions,” said Coach Kevin McCarthy. “Their hard work all season really 
paid off.”

Bounds, Kiser and McCandless teamed up with Chase Worthen to win 
the 4 x 800-meter relay; their time of 9:46.17 was 18 seconds ahead of 
second place. The boys were paced by Matt Salazar, who fi nished sixth in 
the 1500-meter with 4:19.39 and eighth in the 3000-meter with 9:24.31.

“Every day was very hot and very humid,” said Coach McCarthy. “I am 
amazed at how fast our team ran in these conditions.”

Sports

Your Guide to Home 
& Auto Services

$24.99Full 
Service 

Oil Change 
Special

Call for details!  925-249-9751
57 California Ave. Ste A, Pleasanton

Includes 22pt. inspection 
and tire rotations

Exp. 8/31/12 

NEW in 
Pleasanton

To advertise here call 925-600-0840



BULLETIN
BOARD

115 Announcements
REACH 5 MILLION 

hip, forward-thinking consumers across 
the U.S. When you advertise in alterna-
tive newspapers, you become part of 
the local scene and gain access to an 
audience you won’t reach anywhere 

else. http://www.altweeklies.com/ads 
(AAN CAN)

Awalt 67 ReunionThe Awalt High 
School Class of 1967 is Celebrating it 
45th Class Reunion on Oct. 27, 2012 
at the Sheraton in Palo Alto.  For infor-
mation please contact Jan Stephen at 
408-559-2804

CLUTTERLess(CL) Self Help Group

SHARPEN UP AT THE FARMERS’ MRKT

120 Auctions
Advertise Your Auction  
in 240 California newspapers for 
one low cost of $600. Your 25 word 
classified ad reaches over 6 mil-
lion+ Californians. Free brochure call 
Elizabeth (916)288-6019. (Cal-SCAN) 

130 Classes & 
Instruction
Attend College Online  
from Home. *Medical, *Business, 
*Criminal Justice, *Hospitality. Job 
placement assistance. Computer avail-
able. Financial Aid if qualified. SCHEV 
certified. Call 888-210-5162 www.
CenturaOnline.com (Cal-SCAN)

Aviation Maintenance Careers  
Airline Careers begin here. FAA approved 
training. Financial aid if qualified - Housing 
available. Job placement assistance. 
CALL Aviation Institute of Maintenance 
(888) 242-3382. (Cal-SCAN)

High School Proficiency  
Diploma!!! 4 week Program. FREE 
Brochure & Full Information. Call 
Now! 1-866-562-3650 ext. 60 www.
SouthEasternHS.com (Cal-SCAN)

Truck Driver Training  
Get a career! Truck Driver Trainee, Hiring 
Now! Local Training! Become a truck 
driver. Employer sponsored training, 
full time, great pay with benefits. Call 
1-800-TRUCKER. (Cal-SCAN)

FOR SALE

SOLD

201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts
Suzuki 2008 GSXR - $2500

202 Vehicles Wanted
CASH FOR CARS  

Any Car/Truck. Running or Not! Top 
Dollar Paid. We Come To You! Call For 
Instant Offer: 1-888-420-3808 www.

cash4car.com (AAN CAN)

Donate Your Car, Truck, Boat  
to Heritage for the Blind. Free 3 Day 

Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, 
All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 888-902-

6851. (Cal-SCAN)

210 Garage/Estate 
Sales
Pleasanton, 673 Abbie Street, Aug. 28. 
8-12 Pleasanton, 8000 Canyon Creek 
Circle, August 25, 8am-2pm

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques

235 Wanted to Buy
Sell Your Gold Jewelry  
and get cash! Ranked #1 on NBC`s 
Today Show - SellYourGold. Call to 
Request a Free Appraisal 1- 888-650-
1019. (Cal-SCAN)

240 Furnishings/
Household items
2 Dark Brown Leather Ottomans - $95

2 Lucite Counter Stools - $200

245 Miscellaneous
Cable TV-Internet-Phone  
Save! Packages start at $89.99/mo 
(for 12 months.) Options from all major 
service providers. Call Acceller today 
to learn more! Call 1-888-897-7650. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Omaha Steaks 
Save 65% and get 2 free gifts when 
you order 100 Percent guaranteed, 
delivered to the door Omaha Steaks 
- Family Value Combo. NOW ONLY 
$49.99. ORDER Today 1-888-525-
4620 use code 45393JRK or www.

OmahaSteaks.com/father56 (Cal-SCAN)

REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL!  
Get a 4-Room All-Digital Satellite system 
installed for FREE and programming 
starting at $19.99/mo. FREE HD/DVR 
upgrade for new callers, CALL NOW. 
1-800-925-7945

KID STUFF

355 Items for Sale
Girls Bloch Hip Hop Shoes

MIND
& BODY

425 Health Services
Diabetics with Medicare  

Get a free Talking Meter and diabetic 
testing supplies at No Cost, plus FREE 
home delivery! Best of all, this meter 
eliminates painful finger pricking! Call 

888-781-9376. (Cal-SCAN)

Female Hair Loss  
Over 30 Million Women Suffer From 
Hair Loss! Do you? If So We Have a 
Solution! CALL KERANIQUE TO FIND 

OUT MORE 888-690-0395. (Cal-SCAN)

Joint and Muscle Pain  
Sufferers: Clinically proven all-natural 
supplement helps reduce pain and 
enhance mobility. Call 877-217-7698 to 
try Hydraflexin RISK-FREE for 90 days. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Sleep Apnea Sufferers  
with Medicare. Get FREE CPAP 
Replacement Supplies at No Cost, plus 
FREE home delivery! Best of all, prevent 
red skin sores and bacterial infection! 
Call 888-699-7660. (Cal-SCAN)

475 Psychotherapy & 
Counseling
Free telephone consultation

EMPLOYMENT

550 Business 
Opportunities
Dollar and Dollar Plus Stores  
Start now! Open Red Hot Dollar, Dollar 
Plus, Mailbox, Discount Party, Discount 
Clothing, Teen Store, Fitness Center 
from $51,900 worldwide! www.DRSS25.
com. 1-800-518-3064. (Cal-SCAN)

560 Employment 
Information
$$$HELP WANTED$$$  
Extra Income! Assembling CD cases 
from Home! No Experience Necessary! 
Call our Live Operators Now! 1-800-405-
7619 EXT 2450 http://www.easywork-
greatpay.com (AAN CAN)

Drivers Freight Up = More $$$. New 
Pay Package. New KW Conventionals. 
2 Mos CDL Class A Driving Experience. 
877-258-8782 (Cal-SCAN)

HELP WANTED!!  
Extra income! Mailing Brochures from 
home! Free supplies! Genuine oppor-
tunity! No experience required. Start 
immediately! www.themailingprogram.
com (AAN CAN)

Movie Extras  
Make up to $300/day. No Experience 
required. All looks and ages. Call (866) 
339-0331

BUSINESS
SERVICES

615 Computers
My Computer Works  
Computer problems? Viruses, spyware, 
email, printer issues, bad internet con-
nections - FIX IT NOW! Professional, 
U.S.-based technicians. $25 off service. 
Call for immediate help. 1-888-865-
0271 (Cal-SCAN)

624 Financial
Credit Card Debt?  
Get free of credit card debt now! Cut 
payments by up to half. Stop creditors 
from calling. 888-416-2691. (Cal-SCAN)

Reverse Mortgage?  
At least 62 years old? Stay in your 
home and increase cash flow! Safe and 
Effective! Call Now for your FREE DVD! 
Call Now 888-698-3165. (Cal-SCAN)

640 Legal Services
Disability Benefits  
Social Security. Win or Pay Nothing! Start 
your Application In Under 60 Seconds. 
Call Today! Contact Disability Group, Inc. 
Licensed Attorneys and BBB Accredited. 
Call 877-490-6596. (Cal-SCAN)

645 Office/Home 
Business Services
Advertise Truck Driver Jobs  
in 240 California newspapers for one low 
cost of $600. Your 25 word classified ad 
reaches over 6 million+ Californians. 
Free brochure call Elizabeth (916)288-
6019. (Cal-SCAN)

Classified Advertising  
Reach Californians with a Classified ad 
in almost every county! Experience the 
power of classifieds! Combo~California 
Daily and Weekly Networks. One order. 
One payment. Free Brochures. eliza-
beth@cnpa.com or (916)288-6019. 
(Cal-SCAN)

HOME 
SERVICES

751 General 
Contracting

FIRE PITS SPECIALISTS 
DESIGN, FABRICATION, INSTALLATION.  

STONE, STEEL, GLASS. 
CUSTOM FIRE PIT TABLES. 

ECCO, INC 772356 GENERAL 
CONTRACTOR 

TEL:650-444-3939

REAL ESTATE

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms
ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES.COM  
Browse hundreds of online listings with 
photos and maps. Find your roommate 
with a click of the mouse! Visit: http://
www.Roommates.com. (AAN CAN)

820 Home Exchanges
Best Data Entry projects Outsour

825 Homes/Condos 
for Sale
British Columbia Condos  
Oceanfront. 50% off. 2BR/2BA was 
$700K now $399,000. Acquired from 
BANK 1 hour Vancouver, 2 hours 
Seattle. 1-888-99-Marin (62746) X 5417 
(Cal-SCAN)

Take-Over Payments Program  
2 and 3 bedroom homes available for 
less than rent! NO credit requirements! 
CALL Today 805-683-8600

840 Vacation 
Rentals/Time Shares
Advertise Vacation Property  
in 240 California newspapers for one low 
cost of $600. Your 25 word classified ad 
reaches over 6 million+ Californians. 
Free brochure call Elizabeth

(916)288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)

855 Real Estate 
Services
Chase Short Sales!  
Home Owners with CHASE Mortgages! 
Chase is now Paying Borrowers upto 
$30,000 to Short Sale Your Property! 
Visit www.ByeByeChase.com Call 916-
801-1963. (Cal-SCAN)

fogster.com THE TRI-VALLEY’S CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE

Meet Marvin
Marvin is an adult Rottie 

mix that was brought into 
East County Animal Shelter 
as a stray from Pleasanton. 
Marvin can be very social 
with people, young and old. 
Marvin is looking for his 
forever home, and someone 
with a little Rottie or large 
dog experience would be 
best. Marvin is good with 
handling, loves to ride in a 
car and enjoys being brushed 
and given baths. Marvin 
walks well on leash but can 
be selective with other dogs so he would not be a good 
candidate for dog parks. Marvin can be visited at East 
County Animal Shelter at 4595 Gleason Drive in Dublin, 
open from 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. seven days a week. See 
more pictures and read his bio under adoptable dogs on 
TVAR’s website www.tvar.org.

PET OF THE WEEK

Marketplace

To advertise in the Marketplace  
call Karen Klein at 925.600.0840 x122  
or email kklein@pleasantonweekly.com

Childcare Providers Needed! 
Family Support Services of the Bay Area is looking for creative and 
energetic people to provide short-term care in the homes of children 
with special needs in the Tri-Valley area. $9.25-$10 per hour

Call Francesca at (510) 834-2443 x 3027
www.fssba-oak.org

Employment/Help Wanted

PLACE 
AN AD

  ONLINE
fogster.com

  E-MAIL  
ads@fogster.com

 PHONE  
(925) 600-0840

Fogster.com is a unique 
Web site offering postings 
from communities through-
out the Bay Area and an 
opportunity for your ad to 
appear in the Pleasanton 
Weekly.

Now you can log on to 
fogster.com, day or night 
and get your ad started 
immediately online. 

So, the next time you 
have an item to sell, bar-
ter, give away or buy, get 
the perfect combination: 
print ads in your local 
newspapers, reaching 
more than 35,000 read-
ers, and unlimited free 
Web postings reaching 
hundreds of thousands 
additional people!

 INDEX
  BULLETIN BOARD 
100-155

  FOR SALE 
200-270

  KIDS STUFF 
330-355
JOBS 
510-585 
BUSINESS 
SERVICES 
600-690
HOME 
SERVICES 
700-799 
 FOR RENT/ 
FOR SALE  
REAL ESTATE  
801-860

The publisher waives any and all 
claims or consequential damages 
due to errors. Embarcadero 
Publishing Co. cannot assume 
responsibility for the claims or 
performance of its advertisers. 
Embarcadero Publishing Co. 
reserves the right to refuse, edit 
or reclassify any ad solely at its 
discretion without prior notice.

PLACE  AN AD IN FOGSTER    ONLINE - fogster.com E-MAIL - ads@fogster.com  PHONE - (925) 600-0840

ANTIQUE RESTORATION 
“A Labor of Love” 
Impeccable Quality 

Integrity of Workmanship 
925-462-0383 or 925-216-7976 

All inclusive License #042392

Get daily local 
stories and hot picks 
sent to your email

Pleasanton

Sign up online at 
PleasantonWeekly.com

No phone number in the ad?  
GO TO fogster.com for contact information
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SEE ADVERTISEMENT 
BELOW FOR DETAILS 

R E A L  E S T A T E

This home is sponsored 

by Julia Murtagh 

of Alain Pinel Realtors

Julia Murtagh

925.997.2411
Email: jmurtagh@apr.com

DRE #01751854

“Bringing Integrity  

to Your Front Door” 

2011 Top Producer

JUST LISTED 
Forest Hill Estates  
West Pleasanton 
Beautiful 5 bedroom/ 3 bathroom 
home with 3440 sq. ft. of living 
space, sits on .25 of acre. Great 
layout for family living or 
entertaining. Walking distance to 
award winning schools, stores, 
parks and BART. This was one of 
the premium lots when Forest Hill 
Estates was built in 1996. 
Offered at $1,049,000

2217 Camino Brazos
Pleasanton
Stunning remodeled 
5 bed home on quiet 
street in Del Prado.  
2378 sq. ft. Sold over  
the asking price.  
Sold for $773,000 

NEIGHBORHOOD 

SPECIALIST

3217 Marilyn Drive
Pleasanton
2158 sq. ft., single 
story totally 
upgraded home  
with beautiful  
back yard.  
Sold for $835,000

Vintage Hills
Pleasanton
Single story charming  
4 bedroom / 2 bath 
home. 1527 sq. ft. on 
nice court. Please call 
Julia for more details.

There are incentives and programs to help this transition. 
I have helped many sellers through this process. Please 
call me and or review my dedicated website. 

www.JuliaHelpsDistressedSellers.com

DISTRESSED SELLERS

 

 
Contact me today if you are interested in buying or selling.

Please see  
reviews of 
Julia on

BUYER NEEDS SELLER REVIEW

• Large 5 bedroom home, prefer West Side or  
 Happy Valley with Pool or Spa
• Family needs a 3/4 bedroom, up to 700k

7703 Cottonwood Lane

2000 + sq. ft, 4 bed / 2 
bath desirable west side 
single story.
Offered at $599,000

7011 Corte Rosa
Pleasanton
Spacious 4 bed/3 bath, 
2800 sq. ft. home with 
pool in Country Fair. 
Upgraded kitchen, 
excellent floor plan, 3 car 
garage. Sold for $855,000

SOLD IN 5 DAYS

OVER THE ASKING PRICE

COMING SOON

REPRESENTED  

BUYERREPRESENTED  

BUYER

PENDING IN 

3 DAYS

2010 — Julia navigated the complexities of a short sale and 
successfully sold our home in an incredibly short time period.  
Her in depth knowledge of the neighborhood shows.    —Ms. Wong
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YOUR HOME MIGHT BE WORTH 
MORE THAN YOU THINK...  
IT’S CERTAINLY WORTH A CALL. 

NOW PENDING!
4264 1ST STREET 
Vintage Charm with Modern Amenities. 4 large bed-
rooms, 2 ½ baths, 2,557 sq.ft. with gleaming hardwood 
oors, rown molding,  re la es, wonderf l o en oor 
lan,  ri ate ba ard lled with fr it trees, owers and 
atio. $898,000

REPRESENTING YOUR INTERESTS 
elling o r home is one of the most im ortant nan ial de i-

sions o  an ma e. r well lanned trateg  an ma imi e o r 
eq it  osition while minimi ing o r time on the mar et.

lease onta t s for more information or to arrange a meeting.

PHYLLIS WEINER   925.251.2585
 PETER MCDOWELL   925.251.2550

J. Rockcliff
Realtors

JR

Phyllis Weiner & Peter McDowell

WMG
W E I N E R  M C D O W E L L  G R O U P

W M G H O M E S . C O M

OPEN SUNDAY 1-4 
1545 YUKON PLACE, LIVERMORE  

An exceptional home in desirable South Livermore! 
his l rio s 4 bedrooms l s of e and bon s room  

with 777 sq.ft. on a fab lo s  a re lot with ool,  
s a, la ho se and gorgeo s oa  tree. 
Price upon request

4725 First Street, Ste. 150 www.pruca.com/Pleasanton

California Realty

DRE#01499008

Pending in
 4 days 

with multip
le o

ffer
s

VARSHA UPADHYE      925.339.8090
543 CEDAR DR.            LIVERMORE
Desirable Knuppe Gardens Home!  Great 
open fl oor plan!  4 Bedroom/2Bath, 1741 
sq. ft. interior space. Kitchen/Family Room 
Combo and Formal Dining/Living Rooms 
plus Inside Laundry Room. 2-car garage 
and private backyard. $549,950

LOIS COX     925.400.7301
3334 SANTA RITA RD.      PLEASANTON
Cute 2BD/1.5BA Townhome Style Unit with 
some updates. Perfect location at the back 
of the complex. Sliding glass door to a 
private fenced patio, newer appliances and 
garden window. Close to shopping, freeway 
access. $295,000

KARLA BROWN & STEVE FAST   925.200.1909 
109 BARBERRY LN. SAN RAMON 
Former model home built by Shapell in 
Alta Mira at Gale Ranch! Miravilla Floor 
plan, the largest model in Alta Mira with 4 
bedrooms + sitting room off master suite 
and additional bonus room over garage. 
3871 sq. ft. approx. on 7194 sq. ft. lot. 
Call for Pricing.

RICH NOVOTNY          925.989.7639
7380 STONEDALE DR.       PLEASANTON
Lovely 3BR with over 1,900 sq ft of living 
space. Enourmous master bedroom with 
gas fi replace, Granite Kitchen with gas 
range, recently remodeled. This is easy 
living with walking trails, 2 tennis courts and 
3 swimming pools, RV lot. Located close 
to Award Winning Schools, this is a great 
location. www.StonedaleDr.com. $515,000

JOANN SCHREIBER    925.200.1454
5135 OAKDALE CT.    PLEASANTON
Single Level Townhome in Park Like Location. 
Walking Trails, Swimming Pool, Tennis. Just 
a few of the great features of this community. 
This expanded 1 level home has 1,800 
square feet of living area. Bring your paint 
brush and save. These are highly sought 
after fl oorplans, Call today  $445,000

Prudential is proud 
to announce its 

affi liation with the 
following agents

Silvia Araica
Karla Brown
Steve Fast

Please call 925-719-2894
for a confi dential interview.

TRACEY BUESCHER          925.352.7307
8012 OAK CREEK DR.       PLEASANTON
Pristine semi-custom in Lemoine Ranch 
Estates! Nestled up against the Foothills 
of Pleasanton. Light, bright and spacious 
with 3464 sf, 4BR, 3 1/2BA + private offi ce, 
loft and Master retreat. Gourmet kitchen, 
hardwood fl oors, designer carpet and paint. 
Professionally landscaped. $1,099,000

RINA BRUBAKER             408.506.1498 
1593 PEBBLE BEACH CT       MILPITAS 
5 Bed/3-1/2Bath, 6023 sq. ft. in a gated 
community, breathtaking views of the 
mountains, city lights, 17th and 12th 
holes in Summitpointe Golf Course sitting 
on a 17,424 sq. ft. lot. $2,095,000

TRACY PARKER                       925.389.0645
5289 MISTY SPRING DR.      CASTRO VALLEY
Five Canyons Beauty. 6BR, 4 BA, Solar 
Heated Pool and Spa, Large Kitchen and 
Family Room. Delightful Floor Plan. 1 BR 
and Full Bath on Main Level. Award Winning 
Schools, Near BART. See Photos and Video 
at www.MistySpringDr.com. $839,900

JUNE JARDIN  925.525.1425 
1853 KERN MOUNTAIN WAY  ANTIOCH 
Lovely 2 story with large back yard.  Great 
open fl oor plan with extra offi ce room down 
stairs. 3BD/3BA and Master suite has a 
sitting room with fi replace. 2650 sq. ft., 3 
fi replaces and 3-car garage, Grand, open 
entry. $229,000

June
Jardin-Meily

JoAnn
Schreiber

Rich
Novotny

Karla 
Brown

Tracey
Buescher

Lois
Cox

Varsha
Upadhye

Tracy
Parker

Rina
Brubaker

Steve 
Fast

PENDING!

STILL AVAILABLE

Helen 
McNutt-
Gentile
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For photos and virtual tours 
visit www.deloresgragg.com

KELLER WILLIAMS® Tri-Valley Realty is Independently Owned and Operated.
REALTOR® Lic#01206964

www.DeloresGragg.com

Delores
Gragg

925.989.6500

If you are thinking of selling or buying 
a home, call me for information 

on current market conditions and 
options available to you.

COMING 

SOON!

SOLD

5419 Montalvo Court, 
Pleasanton

Bridle Creek
811 Sunny Brook Way,

Pleasanton

Immaculate townhome.

3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 

hardwood fl oors, 

granite counters, 

approx 1614 sqft with

two separate patios. 

Excellent Location!

Offered at $475,000

5 bedrooms,

3.5 baths, 

approx. 3445 sqft. 

Excellent location, 

awesome upgrades, great 

backyard.

Sold for $1,100,000

INVESTMENT REAL ESTATE COMPANY

MIKE CAREY, Broker  925.846.0506 Office

MY JUNE/JULY PLEASANTON LISTINGS:
SALE PENDING!

  SALE PENDING!
SALE PENDING!

SALE PENDING W/ MULTIPLE OFFERS!

PENDING IN 7 DAYS

PENDING IN 5 DAYS W/ MULTIPLE OFFERS

PENDING IN 12 DAYS

PENDING IN 4 DAYS W/ MULTIPLE OFFERS

PENDING IN 2 1/2 WEEKS

JUST LISTED 
7676 Fairoaks Dr, Pleasanton

Listed at $596,000

BY JEB BING
 The National Association of Home Build-
ers (NAHB) told Congress in a hearing last 
month that an unwieldy federal regulatory 
process is hampering the housing and eco-
nomic recovery.
 “Housing serves as a great example of an 
industry that would benefit from smart-
er and more sensible regulation,” NAHB 
Chairman Barry Rutenberg, a home builder 
from Gainesville, Fla., told the House 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform.
 For example, the Dodd-Frank Act re-
quired significant changes to mortgage 
lending practices, including an “ability to 
pay” provision that requires lenders to es-
tablish that home buyers have a reasonable 
chance of paying back the loan at the time 
that a mortgage is written. The law states 
that certain high-quality, low-cost loans 
known as qualified mortgages (QM) are 
presumed to meet this standard.
 The new QM standard, which is cur-
rently being developed by the Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau, will define the 
mortgage market for years to come, Ruten-
berg said. For that reason, NAHB supports 
regulatory changes aimed at more rational 
lending practices, greater lender account-
ability and improved borrower safeguards.
 “However, it is critical that such reforms 
are implemented in a manner that causes 
minimum disruption to the mortgage lend-
ing process,” he cautioned. “New reforms 
should not limit consumer financing op-
tions, increase the cost of financing or 
reduce the availability of mortgage credit.”
 Overly restrictive rules for the forthcom-
ing QM standard will prevent creditworthy 
borrowers from entering the housing mar-
ket even as owning a home remains an es-
sential part of the American dream, added 
Rutenberg.
 Another key factor in housing’s current 
depressed state has been an ongoing lack 
of acquisition, development and construc-
tion lending.
 “Our members are caught in an ‘argu-
ment’ between banks and federal regula-
tors, who take turns pointing fingers at one 
another when we try to determine who is 
to blame for the serious lack of lending to 

the construction sector,” Rutenberg said.
 Regardless of who is at fault, with many 
housing markets now showing signs of 
recovery, Rutenberg said it is essential 
that Congress works with regulators and 
financial institutions to encourage banks to 
provide sound construction loans so that 
builders can construct viable home build-
ing projects in communities across the land 
that want and need them.
 “Restoring the flow of credit to home 
builders will not only help to put America 
back to work, it will help provide badly 
needed tax revenues that local govern-
ments need to fund schools, police, fire-
fighters and other public services,” he 
added.
 Meanwhile, changes to the Environ-
mental Protection Agency’s Lead: Reno-
vation, Repair and Painting (RRP) rule 
have constrained small businesses in the 
home building and remodeling industry. 
The final rule, which went into effect on 
April 22, 2010, requires renovation work 
that disturbs more than six square feet in 
a home built before 1978 to follow new 
lead-safe work practices supervised by an 
EPA-certified renovator and performed by 
an EPA-certified renovation firm.
 “Poor development and implementation 
by the EPA has resulted in excessive com-
pliance costs and has hindered both job 
growth and energy efficiency upgrades,” 
said Rutenberg.
 In 2010, the EPA removed the “opt-out” 
provision in the RRP rule that allowed 
remodelers working in a home built prior 
to 1978 to forego more expensive work 
practices according to the owner’s wish if 
no children under the age of 6 or pregnant 
women were living in the home.
 By removing the opt-out provision, the 
EPA more than doubled the number of 
homes subject to the RRP, and the agency 
has estimated this will add more than $500 
million in compliance costs to the remod-
eling community in the first year alone, 
without making young children any safer.
 Moreover, the EPA has not approved re-
liable lead testing kits, and in many cases 
consumers are needlessly paying additional 
costs for work practices that are unneces-
sary, he added. 

Regulatory process hampering 
recovery, home builder tells Congress
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Blackhawk
5 BEDROOMS 

3370 Blackhawk Meadow Dr $1,399,900
Sun 1:30-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors Inc. 648-5400

Danville
4 BEDROOMS 

5054 Blackhawk Dr $2,389,000
Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors Inc 855-4000
121 Siena Pl $698,000
Sun 2-5 Alain Pinel Realtors 314-1111

5 BEDROOMS 

504 Blackstone Ct $724,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Keller Williams Realty 855-8333

Dublin
5 BEDROOMS 

7900 Shannon Ct $995,000
Sun 1-3 J. Rockcliff Realtors 251-2500
6893 Penn Dr $589,950
Sat/Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors Inc 855-4000

Livermore
3 BEDROOMS 

4892 Rhonda Lane $598,000
Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 847-2200
5279 Roxanne Ct $450,000
Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 200-3600

4 BEDROOMS 

1801 Marini Lane $745,000
Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 847-2200
1545 Yukon Place $929,950
Sun 1-4 Weiner McDowell Group 251-2585
942 Finovino Ct $1,098,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Gail Boal 577-5787

5 BEDROOMS 

3030 Picholine Dr $919,000
Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 667-2100

852 Old Oak Rd $947,900
Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 847-2200

Pleasanton
2 BEDROOMS 

1431 Groth Circle $539,500
Sat/Sun 1-4 Blaise Lofland 846-6500

3 BEDROOMS 

6876 Rayland Court $554,950
Sun 1-3 Dave & Sue Flashberger 463-0436
7676 Fairoaks Drive $596,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Mike Carey 963-0569

4 BEDROOMS 

1010 Lamb Ct $649,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Blaise Lofland 846-6500
456 Montori Ct $995,000
Sun 1-4 Fabulous Properties 202-6898
5802 Arthur Drive $800,000
Sun 1-4 Fabulous Properties 980-0273
1315 Montrose Pl $1,459,000
Sun 1-4 Doug Buenz 463-2000
2388 Willet $779,000
Sat/Sun 12:30-3:30      Jennifer Branchini 463-6113

5 BEDROOMS 

7230 Clubhouse Drive $2,089,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams Tri-valley 397-4200

San Ramon
4 BEDROOMS 

135 Fallbury Ct $885,000
Sun 1-4 Doug Buenz 463-2000
203 Forest Creek $549,900
Sun 1-4 Jennifer Branchini 463-6113
1119 Vista Pointe Circle $535,000
Sun 1-4 Carol Beck     699-4658

OPEN HOMES THIS WEEKEND

Robin Miles, JD | Partner 
Empire Realty Associates

(925) 998-3098
Robin@robinmiles.net

DRE# 00831116

www.robinmiles.net

This is what everyone wants! Very spacious 4 bd, 
3.5 bath with HUGE bonus room, beautiful cook’s 
kitchen, lots of  windows and light, vaulted ceilings, 
lush PRIVATE yard, sparkling pool and SPA, end of  
cul-de-sac, and backs to open space! 
NOT YET ON MLS

Offered at $1,475,000

Prestigious BONDE RANCH!
4999 MIDDLETON PLACE, PLEASANTON   

VIRTUAL TOURS OF THESE 
HOMES AVAILABLE AT 

THESTONEBERGERTEAM.COM

I have successfully established myself in the Elite 
Property community since 1987. With my marketing 

experience, real estate expertise, community 
knowledge and full support of my team, I can provide 

you with the best possible professional real estate 
service that you deserve. Marathon service at its best!

7924 SPYGLASS COURT, PLEASANTON

5003 SHERIDAN ROAD, SUNOL

1818 SANNITA PLACE, PLEASANTON              

Delightful two story home refl ects 

quality, craftsmanship and pure 

delight. Stunning interior architec-

ture. Gourmet kitchen, gleaming 

hardwood-like laminate fl oors. Serene 

and private rear deck boasts breathtak-

ing views of the mountains. Perfect for 

entertaining or just relaxing.

Offered at $899,000

100 acre estate with 360 degree 

views & only 3 minutes to the Hwy 

680 on-ramp! At the end of a ½ mile 

tree lined driveway you will fi nd this 

home with 5,033 sq feet with 5bd/4ba 

with separate 20X40 modular for stor-

age or caretaker and 600 sq ft “pole 

barn” perfect for your RV. Call for 

details, too many to list! 

Offered at $3,999,000

Ruby hill custom home built by the 
renowned Steve Bosch. This 6,441 sqft 
home is situated on over half an acre and 
boasts 5bd & 5.5ba. Attention to detail 
throughout with hardwood, travertine, 
tumbled marble & berber fl ooring, custom 
woodwork, designer window treatments, 
custom lighting, 3 fi replaces, built in 
sound indoors & out, outdoor kitchen & 
more. Gourmet chef ’s kitchen with custom 
oak cabinets, slab granite counters & high 
end SS appliances. Offered at $2,578,000

41111 Mission Blvd.

Fremont, CA 94539

510-504-7177
SherriRE@aol.com

DRE#0926053

Wall Street Journals Real Trends 

#193 Top Producing Agent

by Transaction Volume In The Nation

Marathon Service with Results
Sherri Stoneberger

Motivated, Must Sell

Find more open homes at 
pleasantonweekly.com/real_estate/

For advertising contact  
Andrea Heggelund at 925-600-0840 x110



 Page 25Buying & Selling Pleasanton Weekly August 17, 2012  Page 25

TRI-VALLEY REALTY

PLEASANTON   |  6111 Johnson Court #110  |  925.463.9500 |  www.bhghome.com/pleasanton

203 Forest Creek – San Ramon– $549,900
Beautifully appointed 4 bedroom townhouse in the 
secluded Canyon Park community. Gourmet kitchen 
with newer appliances, granite counters, breakfast 
bar and access to serene patio. Newer wide plank 
Pergo fl ooring, all new fi xtures and fresh two toned 
paint throughout. Approx 1908 sq feet with indoor 
laundry and 2-car attached garage.

 441 Jensen St.– Livermore– $ 324,999
Neat and clean 3 bedroom. Features Side Access 
with covered Carport, plus enclosed patio room 
(not included in square footage). Spacious yard with 
gunite pool, and separate enclosed spa. Not far from 
downtown Livermore and freeway access.

764 S K St. - Livermore- $ 699,950
Live In One Of Livermore’s Finest! Southside Single 
Story Custom Built Home Situated Between Liver-
more’s Wineries & Downtown. Tastefully Updated 
With Granite Counters, Recessed Lighting, New Paint 
& Carpet. High End Brazilian Hardwood Deck w/Built 
In BBQ & Fix-Ins!

5117 Liveoak Ct.- Pleasanton – $ 799,000
Spectacularly upgraded home kitchen with free-
form granite island, high-end stainless appliances, 
& gas cooktop; gorgeous engineered wood fl oors, 
newer windows, decorator paint colors, lower level 
wheelchair accessible, two master suites each w/own 
upgaded bath. Huge yard and side yard access.

9733 Thunderbird Dr.– San Ramon- $799,000
Nicely updated home with one full bedroom and 
bath downstairs. Massive lot with pool and spa and 
tons of entertaining space. 4 additional bedrooms 
and two more full baths. Gated front courtyard and 
3 car garage. Walking distance to schools and com-
munity parks.

1119 Vista Pointe Cir. –San Ramon- $535,000
Welcome to Vista Pointe! Desirable gated community 
with spa, pool and clubhouse. You will be greeted at a 
private gated entry to the home with lush landscap-
ing. Open fl oor plan with all bedrooms upstairs. 
Landscaped backyard with fruit trees.

2388 Willet  –Pleasanton- $ 779,000 
Updated Holiday model featuring 4 beds/2 baths 
with cherry cabinetry & granite counters in kitchen, 
dual paned windows, updated hall bath with soaking 
tub & rain style shower, heated tile fl ooring w/access 
to rear yard. Spacious yard with spa.

337 Yearling Ct.–  Pleasanton– $ 2,149,000
Gorgeous Executive Custom in Oak Tree Farm boasts 
an Open Floorplan. Great Location! Highly Upgraded, 
Cherry cabinets, Wood Floors, Wine cellar and bar! Of-
fi ce with fi replace/patio, Sparkling Pool, Private Yard! 
5 bed 4.5 bath, Huge Granite Island/kitchen open to 
Expansive Family Room, Much more!!

 Jennifer Branchini John Manos Chris Kamali Rosie Yandell

Adam Golden Carol Beck Jennifer Branchini Cindy Gee

Open Sun 1-4

Open Sun 1-4 Open Sat & Sun 12:30-3:30

©2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark 
licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each 
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office Is Owned And Operated by NRT LLC. DRE License #01908304

SAN RAMON
145 COPPER RIDGE RD.
CONDOS AVAILABLE PRICING STARTS IN LOWER $300’S
2 bd condos, Vaulted Ceilings avail, w/Garages, Gated 
Community, Renovated/Upgraded 925.847.2200

3743 SEPTEMBER CT
SOUTHWESTERN STYLE HOME  $962,000
6 BR 4.5 BA 3,553 Sq.Ft.Remodeled w/Permits.Kit.w/
Fam.Rm Combo & Fireplace.Hot Wtr Recirculation 
Sys. 925.847.2200

11741 SOLANA DR
GORGEOUS UPGRADES-WEST DUBLIN $610,000
4 BR 2.5 BA Marble Flrs.Remodeled Eat-In Kit w/
Granite.Dual Pane Windows.Lrge Bckyrd w/side yrd 
access 925.847.2200

34435 BENEDICK LANE
SOLD! SOLD! SOLD!  $555,000
3 BR 2.5 BA Upgraded, Clean, Modern!Dual Pane 
Windows, New Careting,New Countertops, New 
Roof! 925.847.2200

34552 PUEBLO TER
LUXURY TOWNHOUSE-PENDING!  $380,000
2 BR 2.5 BA Liv Rm w/Freplce,Kit w/Brkfst Bar,2 
Mstr Stes w/Balconies,1 Car Garage/ Bckyrd Patio 
925.847.2200

2479 CHARDONNAY WAY
BEAUTIFUL ESTATES HOME  $1,187,000
5 BR 3.5 BA pl/spa/putting green in bckyrd,1/3 acre 
lot,2 bds down,master w/freplce,loft area upstairs 
925.847.2200

SUN 1 - 4  852 OLD OAK RD
SOUTH LIVERMORE HOME!  $947,900
5 BR 3 BA Like New!Large Chef’s Kit,Dual Staircase,3 
Car grg.Landscaped.Exceptional Home & Location! 
925.847.2200

5403 CARNEGIE LOOP
BEAUTIFUL HOME W/POOL & SPA $789,000
6 BR 4 BA Open Flr Plan.Gourmet Kit w/granite & 

island,SS appl., Hrd Wd Flr s, Lrge Mstr, Pool & Spa. 
925.847.2200

5464 MAYBECK LN
CRAFTSMAN STYLE HOME!  $705,000
4 BR 3 BA Hrdwd Flrs. Formal Dining rm.Downstairs 
bd rm or office. Lrge Mstr w/views.Private backyard! 
925.847.2200

SUN 1 - 4  4892 RHONDA LANE
BEAUTIFULLY UPDATED HOME!  $598,000
3 BR 2 BA 2,023 Sq. Ft. impeccably maintained & beauti-
fully updated sought after Windmill home! 925.847.2200

SUN 1 - 4 5279 ROXANNE CT
GREAT CURB APPEAL!  $450,000
New Carpet, New Kit Flrs, Remodeled Baths w/tile & 
granite, Formal Liv. Side Yard Access! 925-200-3600

3335 PRAIRIE DRIVE
FOOTHILL KNOLLS BEAUTY!  $995,000
4 BR 3 BA Incredible upgrades! Gorgeous, Private 

backyard w/pool & spa. 1 bed & 1 bath on main flr. 
925.847.2200

3346 SANTA RITA ROAD
GREAT TOWNHOME!  $245,000
2 BR 1.5 BA Private Location. Dual Pane Win-
dows & Crown Molding. SS Appl.Upstairs Balcony. 
925.847.2200

LIVERMORE
SUN 1 - 4 1801 MARINI LANE

GORGEOUS HOME IN DUNSMUIR  $745,000
4 BR 3 BA Hrdwd Flrs.2 bdrms on main flr.Gourmet 
Kit.w/refrigerator included.Newer paint & carpet. 
925.847.2200

LIVERMORE
286 MICHELL STREET 
GREAT STARTER/INVESTOR HOME!  $350,000
4 Bed, 2 Bath  Single Story.Open Kit area.Located 
in Leland Heights Neighborhood.Home has great 
potential   925-847-2200

PLEASANTON
4059 CREST CT.
VAL VISTA CHARMER!  $535,000
3 BR 2 BA Formal Liv/Fam Rm w/Fireplace.Remodeled 
Kit,Mstr w/2 Closets.Remodeled Ba.Bckyrd landscape 
925.847.2200

CASTRO VALLEY

925.847.2200  |  5980 Stoneridge Drive, Ste. 122PLEASANTON

PLEASANTON

LIVERMORE

FREMONT

DUBLIN
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Doug Buenz
Office 

925.251.1111
Direct 

925.463.2000
680Homes.com

apr.com | PLEASANTON | 900 Main Street 925.251.1111

High Performance Real Estate

 The inventory of single family detached homes in Pleasanton fell again 

in July, with only 76 homes actively listed.  We have to go back to March 

2005 to fi nd inventory this low.  Demand remained strong, evidenced 

by July being the fi fth consecutive month with more than 70 sales pend-

ed.  There have been 386 sales pended here since February, compared 

to 315 for the same period last year, a 23% increase.  The inventory of 

homes during the most recent fi ve months has averaged 101 homes, 48% 

less than the 196 averaged during the same period a year ago.    Sales of 

homes priced between $1 million and $2 million were particularly strong, 

while inventory fell the most for homes price under $1 million.

 Overall, inventory fell 28% to 72 homes at the end of July, compared 

to 100 at the end of June.  Pending sales were fairly steady, falling only 

two in July to 72.  Pleasanton had only 1.0 months of inventory relative 

to pended sales at the end of July, compared to 1.4 months at the end of 

June.  Multiple offers are common on well-priced properties, especially in 

the lower end.

 Low inventory levels of homes priced under $1 million are taking 

their toll on sales in this 

segment.  Pended sales of 

homes priced under $1 

million fell 38% in July 

to 36, from 53 during 

June.  The inventory in 

this segment fell 17% to 

50, from 60 at the end 

of June.  By comparison, 

there were 157 homes for 

sale in this price range 

during July 2011.  Only 

50% of Pleasanton's inventory was priced below $1 million at the end of 

July, compared to 70% a year ago.  69% of Pleasanton's pended sales were 

in this price range during July, which was not changed much from 69% 

last year.  Less than ¾ of a month's inventory was available at the end of 

July, down >> Go to www.680homes.com to read the rest of this article.

The latest from The 680 Blog

CA DRE# 00843458

Go to 680Homes.com for more information on these homes and other properties.
Like a Model Home!  
Fabulous home with 4 
BR plus bonus room, 3 
baths, granite/cherry/
stainless kitchen, up-
graded baths, 
plantation shut-
ters, and private lot! 
$885,000

JUST LISTED!Stunning luxury home 
with 4 BR plus offi ce 
& bonus room, 4 1/2 
baths, exquisite granite 
& stainless kitchen. 
Luxurious master suite, 
and private 1/3 Acre lot 
backing to vineyards with 
views!  $1,459,000
1315 Montrose Place

OPEN SUN 1-4 Gorgeous Castlewood 
home with upgrade 
fi nishes throughout! 
4 Bedrooms plus bonus 
room, 4 full baths, pool, 
gated entrance, sweeping 
views, 3 car garage, 
hardwood fl oors, and 
more! $1,529,000

JUST LISTED!

Fabulous luxury home 
in pristine country set-
ting!  5 BR plus bonus 
room, loft, & offi ce, 7 
baths, 1 acre fl at lot with 
outdoor kitchen, granite, 
hardwood fl oors, 
and designer features 
inside & out
$1,795,000

JUST SOLD! JUST SOLD! Stunning luxury home 
with 5 BR + offi ce, 5 ½ 
BA, hardwood fl oors, 
granite & stainless 
kitchen, and a tropical 
oasis rear yard with 
sparkling pool, spa
and waterfall.
$1,525,000

Pristine Custom home 
with 4 bedrooms plus 
offi ce & loft, 5 baths, 
state of the art granite & 
stainless kitchen, traver-
tine fl ooring, designer 
fi nishes and touches 
throughout, and private 
.46 Acre fl at lot on a quiet 
private road!  $1,630,000  

JUST SOLD!

Market Update: Inventory hits 7 Year Low

PLEASANTON REAL ESTATE OVERVIEW

MARKET TRENDS

MARKET VIEW
Avg. Listing Price

$1,998,872
Week ending Jul. 24

+$934,551
+87.8%
week over 

week

+$49,000
+7.9%

year over 
year

Number of Week Ending  week Week Ending Week Ending Week Ending
Bedrooms Jul. 24 over week Jul. 17 Jul. 10 Jul. 3

2 bedrooms $210,169 -11.7% $238,070 $197,784 $217,100
3 bedrooms $493,318 +1.3% $487,093 $524,697 $567,893
4 bedrooms $947,346 -2.8% $974,540 $1,023,632 $1,039,760

All properties $1,988,872 +87.8% $1,064,321 $1,057,626 $1,119,275

Pleasanton Listing Prices

Median Sales Price

$669,000
April - June 2012

124 Homes for Sale 
 8 Open Homes
552 Recently Sold 
181 Foreclosures

25 for sale properties
$1,246,754 average price

25 sold properties
$875,100 average price

The median sales price for homes in 
Pleasanton, CA for Apr. 2012 to Jun. 2012 
was $669,000 based on 316 home sales. 
Compared to the same period one year 
ago, the median home sales price increased 
7.9%, or $49,000, and the number of home 
sales increased 30%. There are currently 
124 resale and new homes in Pleasanton on 
Trulia, including 8 open houses, as well as 
181 homes in the pre-foreclosure, auction, or 
bank-owned stages of the foreclosure process. The average listing price for homes for sale in Pleasanton CA was $1,998,872 for the week ending Jul. 
24, which represents an increase of 87.8%, or $934,551, compared to the prior week. 

SOURCE: TRULIA.COM — AUGUST 2012
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KRIS MOXLEY

TYLER MOXLEY

925.600.0990
MOXLEYTEAM.COM

4 GENERATIONS OF  
REAL ESTATE  

SERVICE AND EXPERIENCE

DRE #00790463, 01412130

885 KOLLN STREET, PLEASANTON

LOCATED IN JENSEN NEIGHBORHOOD

3BD, 2BA, 1,728sf. on a 6,000sf. lot. Single level 
close to downtown and schools. Great backyard 

for entertaining - pool, spa, covered patio, 
fireplace and outdoor speakers.

$595,000

9480 BLESSING DR, PLEASANTON

LOCATED IN THE PRESERVE

This 193+/- acre privately owned land, known 
as Blessing Ranch, offers privacy and views.  

Close to 580/680 interchange. For more 
information contact the Moxley Team. 

$4,000,000

 1363 BRIONES CT, PLEASANTON

LOCATED IN IRONWOOD ESTATES

5 BD, 4.5 BA, 4,205sf. on a 10,829sf. lot.  
Newly constructed home offers an open floor 

plan, vaulted ceilings, upgraded kitchen, spacious 
bonus room, and a pebble tech pool & spa.

SOLD AT $1,400,000

SOLD

365 MIRAMONTE LN, LIVERMORE

LOCATED IN AMBER RIDGE

4 BD, 2.5 BA, 2,553sf. on a 10,698sf. lot. This 
beautiful home offers an open floor plan with 

vaulted ceilings. The kitchen is highly upgraded. 
The rear yard is spacious & peaceful.

OFFERED AT $645,000; SOLD AT $650,000

SOLD

2020 MARTIN AVENUE, PLEASANTON

LOCATED IN MOHR/MARTIN ESTATES

4 BD/office, 3 BA 3,107sf. + 1,100sf. guest 
home or optional 6 car garage on a 24,963sf. 

lot. Updated gourmet kitchen. Rear yard offers a 
pool, bocce court, fire pit & spacious grass area. 

SOLD AT $1,450,000

SOLD

1479 IRONGATE DR, PLEASANTON

LOCATED IN IRONWOOD ESTATES

4BD, 3.5BA, 3,182sf. on a 10,690sf. lot.  
Newly constructed, single level highly  

upgraded throughout. Three car garage;  
spacious and private rear yard.

OFFERED AT $1,285,000; SOLD AT $1,285,000

SOLD

3456 PALERMO WAY
LOCATED IN AMALFI AT SORRENTO 

DUBLIN RANCH
2 BD, 2.5 BA, 1,435sf. newly constructed 
condo. This end unit offers 3 patios with 
amazing views, as well as the Upgraded 

Entertainment package. Condo also 
features attached two car garage, pool, 
spa, fitness center & more! $466,500

SOLD  841 KOLLN ST, PLEASANTON
JENSEN NEIGHBORHOOD

3 BD, 2 BA, 1,160sf. on a 6,500sf. lot. 
This charming single level is open & 
welcoming. Spacious rear yard kept 

private with ivy covered fences. Close to 
schools, shopping & downtown!

OFFERED AT $545,000;  
SOLD AT $545,000

PLEASANTON  90 0 Main Street

925.846.6500
www.blaiselofland.com

Blofland@BlaiseLofland.com

apr.com
DRE# 00882113

CUSTOM HOME

6513 ARLINGTON DRIVE, PLEASANTON 
Enter this secluded .56 acre estate through the long, private 
driveway! This mostly single level custom home includes an upstairs 
spacious second master suite. Five bedrooms, three full bathrooms, 
and two half bathrooms. Approximately 4003 total square feet, large 
remodeled kitchen with stainless steel appliances. Expansive rear 
grounds with views of open space and Pleasanton Ridge, includes 
ten person spa, built-in fireplace, expansive lawn area and stamped 
concrete & brick patios. Great home for entertaining! Three car 
garage with adjacent bonus room. SOLD FOR $1,130,000

HIDDEN OAK

1010 LAMB COURT, PLEASANTON 
Former model home, upgraded throughout, 4 bedrooms, 2.5 
baths, 2029 sq. ft. Built in 1999. Premium 3654 sq. ft. Corner 
lot. Upgraded contemporary kitchen, adjacent family room, 
formal dining & living rooms, wood burning fireplace, two car 
garage, walk to downtown (1 minute walk to main street). Crown 
molding throughout, dual pane windows downstairs, triple pane 
windows upstairs (most), upgraded carpeting, dual zone heating 
& air conditioning, ceiling fans/lights in all bedrooms, two inch 
wood blinds in kitchen & family room. OFFERED AT $649,000

PENDING!

LIVERMORE

5598 BERWIND AVENUE, LIVERMORE
Highly upgraded single level home on premium cul-de-sac, 
9927 square foot lot! Three bedroom, two bathrooms, with 
approximately 1500 square feet. Upgraded kitchen and 
bathrooms, wood flooring and new carpet. Large park-like private 
rear yard with extensive custom stamped concrete work and 
custom patio overhead structure with fan. Spacious grass areas, 
Side-yard access and separated storage area with spacious shed. 
SOLD FOR $425,000

SOLD

PLEASANTON VALLEY  “BIRDLAND”

2449 MINIVET COURT, PLEASANTON 
“The heart of Birdland” Location, location, location! Quiet court 
is walking distance to Woodthrush Park, all levels of schools, two 
shopping centers, Aquatic Center & Sports Park! Premium .28 
acre lot (12,125 sq. ft.). Single level-4 bedrooms & 2 bathrooms 
with 2112 sq. ft-“Gatewood” model in excellent condition. Granite 
countertops in kitchen. Remodeled master bathroom. Expansive 
front yard with private gated courtyard. Beautifully landscaped! 
Large backyard, great for entertaining, with in-ground pool/spa & 
refinished deck! OFFERED AT AND SOLD FOR $819,000

SUNOL

680 KILKARE ROAD, SUNOL
Most beautiful — shows like a model home. Best kept secret in 
the Bay Area. Five acres of woods, Sinbad Creek, close to town, 
680, Pleasanton & Fremont. Excellent schools, iron fenced yard 
for play and pets, water fall, fire alarm, surround sound, work area 
in garage. Bedrooms have doors to outside.
SOLD FOR $1,095,000

SOLD — REPRESENTED BUYER

VALENCIA

5019 RIGATTI CIRCLE, PLEASANTON
Newer upgraded Valencia home. 5 bedrooms, 3 baths, 2321 
Sq. Ft. Downstairs bedroom/office (5th). Spacious master 
suite. Large family room with built-in entertainment center. 
Formal dining room. Modern gourmet kitchen has granite 
counter tops, maple cabinets, stainless steel appliances. Com-
munity amenities include Club House, Greenbelt, Playground, 
Pool/Spa, and Tennis Court(s). Close to Owens Plaza Park, 
BART, & 580/680 access. SOLD FOR $825,000

SOLD

BRIDLE CREEK

5206 SELENA COURT, PLEASANTON 
Check out this double sized lot (.56 acre). Premium private court 
location for this quality built Greenbriar home (2000), includes 4 bed-
room (1 down), 3 baths, and bonus room. Beautiful professional land-
scaping with in-ground pool/spa in this expansive private backyard 
including multiple sitting areas, adjacent beautiful Heritage Oak tree, 
elevated ridge viewing deck. Upgraded gourmet kitchen, with granite 
counters, marble heated flooring and stainless appliances. Comprehen-
sive audio/video system included. Three car garage. Great home for 
entertaining! OFFERED AT AND SOLD FOR $1,399,000

JUST CLOSED JUST CLOSED

SOLD

DANBURY PARK

1431 GROTH CIRCLE, PLEASANTON 
Premium location, two bedroom, two bathroom, approximately 
1345 square feet, extensively upgraded single level home with open 
floor plan, adjacent to park. Kitchen has new granite countertops 
and stainless steel appliances. Bathrooms are upgraded with granite 
countertops, new plumbing fixtures and hardware. Vaulted ceil-
ings, new window blinds, new tile flooring, private atrium area, 
& upgraded landscaping.  Conveniently located near Downtown, 
Mission Plaza Shopping Center, Amador Shopping Center, The 
Aquatic Center, and Amador Valley Community Park.  
OFFERED AT $539,500

OPEN SAT &  SUN 1-4
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Melissa Pederson
REALTOR® DRE # 01002251

925.397.4326
melissapedersonhomes@gmail.com

www.melissapederson.com

3105 Chardonnay Drive, Pleasanton
Vintage Hills Beauty! 4 BD, 2.5 BA, 2,494 sq ft home with Incredible 
master suite w/fireplace, balcony, large walk in closet & elegant bath-
room. Gourmet kitchen w/cherry cabinets, rosewood floors and chefs 
island w/prep sink & warming drawer. Lushly landscaped spectacular 
yards with paver patios, fountains and waterfall. Offered at $878,000

DeAnna Armario
REALTOR® DRE # 01363180

925.260.2220 
www.armariohomes.com

2190 Raven Road, Pleasanton
Single story in popular Birdland neighborhood. Open & sunny 
floor plan with 4 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms. 1871+/- sq. ft. 
Hardwood floors, RV Access, and corner lot. Walking distance 
to schools. Offered at $699,000

Pending in 4 days

7516 Interlachen Avenue, San Ramon
Lovely San Ramon Neighborhood!
4 Bedrooms, 2 baths, 1710 sq ft. Hardwood floors in Kitchen, 
Family room, Breakfast area and Living room. Conveniently located 
close to 680, schools and shopping! Offered at $575,000

Coming Soon!

Lisa Sterling & Natalie Kruger
REALTORS® DRE # 01012330 and 01187582 

925.980.9265  925.847.7355
www.krugergroup.com

925.463.0436  
www.SoldinaFlash.com

6876 Rayland Court, Pleasanton
Simply Stunning 3 bdrm, 2 bath, one level home on a quiet court. 
Beautiful granite kitchen with large island and dining area. Charmingly 
updated bathrooms. Step down family room with cozy fireplace. Walk 
to schools, parks and shopping. Offered at $554,950

REALTORS®, GRI, CRS, SRES

JUST LISTED — Open Sun 1-3

Gail Boal
REALTOR®DRE # 01276455

925.577.5787
www.gailboal.com

942 Finovino Court — Pleasanton Heights!   

Over 3400 sq ft.- recently remodeled, 4 bed, 3 bath.  Call Gail for 

more information!

OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY & SUNDAY 1-4PM

NEW LISTING in Premia in Ruby Hill — 456 Montori Ct.
Lovely setting for this 2,680 sqft. home, 4 bedrooms, (or 3 bed. 
+ offi ce), 3 full baths. Newly updated baths, new carpet, new 
paint, private backyard. Offered at $995,000

OPEN SUN 1-4

Fran & Dave
Cunningham

925.202.6898
www.RubyHill.net

DRE #01226296   DRE#00930892

cristin@sanchmail.com  |  www.teamsanch.com

Inventory is low
and demand is high,

making this a great time to sell your home!

Cristin Kiper Sanchez

925.580.7719
DRE #01479197

If you’ve been thinking about 
it, call Cristin today to see 
how she can market your 
home to get it sold at the 
highest possible price.

Cindy and Gene Williams
REALTORS® DRE # 01370076 and 00607511 

925.918.2045
www.williamsteam.net

5750 Belleza Drive, Pleasanton
Gorgeous end-unit loaded with upgrades! Kitchen w/ laminate floors, 
new stainless appliances, convection micro. Living rm built-in wood 
cabinets & gas fireplace. Full driveway for extra parking. Remodeled 
baths incl. marble master bath. CA closet organizers, marble entry, long 
driveway. This home is a “10+”. Offered at $429,000

Donna Garrison
925.980.0273
DRE #01735040

Susan Schall
925.519.8226
DRE #01713497

www.FabulousProperties.net

5802 Arthur Dr., Pleasanton
4 bed/2.5 bath, 2185 sq. foot on .20 acre. Walk to parks, schools, grocery.  
Parkside single story with gorgeous pebble tech pool, completely remodeled 
kitchen, crown molding, Milgard® windows, wood floors. 
Offered at $800,000

Open Sun 1-4

#1 Office 
in Pleasanton 

in Volume 
and Sales

“KW Associates closed 19% more homes per Agent in 2011.  

While other Agents remain constant or retract, ours thrive!” Source: RealTrends Data, 2011

3 years in a row!

201020112012


