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CLOCK REPAIR -...., sov.

Free Estimates
Free Pick-up & Delivery in Tri-Valley

Your Guide to Home
& Auto Services

We Have Window Coverings Down To 4 Science

Blinds, Shades
Shutters
and more...

Qlf Byfield’s Clock Shop cai o25) 7360165

Anthem Blue Cross health coverage for you and

Over 20 years of your family. Strong protection, strong family.

¢ Exceptional
Customer Service We offer Health Coverage for:

® Highest Quality ¢ Individuals without group
Products ey coverage

* Great ‘Boach * Independents & Students
Selection | ¥ * Cobra Don’t put your family at risk

" e Self employed by trying to get by without
: ¢ Small Business health care coverage. Get
I We also do... reliable benefits that match

¢ Custom Draperies

. your busy life. We can help
I I 2 I I A/ ( : * Motorizahigg \I;Imqbueo;zlgsi:;urance com YOU Choose a plan that
I I * Repairs ' ' makes good sense for your

health and your wallet.

Inspection = G 3 Anthem

T
CHAMBERY/
Labor only. COMMERCE BEB.

Call for details! 925-249-9751

Blue Cross

Charlene Beasley
(925) 803-9799
Dublin, CA

charlene@beasleyinsurance.com
www.beasleyinsurance.com

925.462.1207

Showroom and Factory
located at 4225 Stanley Blvd
near downtown Pleasanton

57 California Ave. Ste A, Pleasanton
L [ [ —— [ [ J

Life & Health

To advertise here call 925-600-0840 : e & realh
www~WI“dow-OIOQY°c°m . g Anthem Blue Cross is the trade name of Blue Cross of California. Independent licensee
7 . L|C#0026292 of the Blue Cross Association. Anthem® is a registered trademark of Anthem Insurance
(onirqd‘or S |_|(e|‘|se #904282 Companies, Inc. The Blue Cross name and symbol are registered marks of the Blue Cross
Association.

Ride the NCT/Delta Charter Bus to
Jackson Rancheria Casino Resort

Enjoy NCT/Delta Charter
Bus Rides to Jackson
Rancheria Casino Resort

THE NEW and watch as renovations
RANCHERIA are completed and new
BUFFET restaurants, new bus

entrance and new amenities

LONE WOLF open throughout 2012,
PACIFIC GRILL Be a part of the Celebration!

JOBO’S Call 209-932-8399

For pick-up locations and times

Maorthern Californio Travel contracts exclusively with DELTA -@: ‘=_._—‘-_—
24/? SHUTTLE FROM GARAGETO FREE VALET FOR EVEN

4 . SERVICE \owavaiasis | OPEN 24/7 cowvenence

y *k =4 ) LOCATED ON LUCKY HWY 88
NNl | 12222 NEW YORK RANCH ROAD, JACKSON, CA 95642
i R\ CASING RESORT 800-822-WINN (9466) - JACKSONCASINO.COM
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PLEASANTON

From Warriors to
BART to Livermore:
Haggertys views

he Oakland As will eventu-
Tally leave the Bay Area. The

Warriors are unlikely to
move to San Francisco. A new sta-
dium for the Raiders will provide
space for summertime concerts,
events. A system of toll lanes will
blanket the 9-county Bay Area.
BART to Livermore is a certainty
in the next 7-10 years.

So predicted Alameda County Su-
pervisor Scott Haggerty in remarks
last Friday to the Valley Real Estate
Network, an organization serving
Realtors and those who have busi-
nesses in the real estate field.

Haggerty was most adamant in
talking about Oakland sports teams,
a subject he knows as a board mem-
ber who oversees the Oakland Coli-
seum. He told Realtors that the As
owner Lew Wolff believes Oakland
is no longer a viable market for his
team. But the chances of the team
moving anywhere else in the Bay
Area, where the San Francisco Gi-
ants rein supreme, are almost nil. So
why barter with the As over stadium
issues when it5 the Raiders who
want to stay in Oakland? They play
and draw crowds in lousy winter
weather, meaning that a new sta-
dium sized for football would also
be available for revenue-generating
concerts, professional soccer and
other events in the good weather
months.

As for the Warriors, Haggerty also
thinks their much-ballyhooed plans
for moving into a new arena along
the San Francisco waterfront are
fraught with problems. Environmen-
tal issues and opposition to building
an arena along the waterfront are
likely to kill the deal. The high cost
of the project could also slow down
investors who don't like to make
long-term commitments in the cur-
rent economic climate. Even if the
Warriors move, the Oakland arena
lease arrangement with Alameda
County is one of the best ever ne-
gotiated, Haggerty said, and that
obligates the Warriors to pay all of
the debt outstanding on the facility.

Beyond sports, Haggerty, who is
on the board of the Metropolitan
Transportation Commission (MTC),
said BART to Livermore is certain
if voters approve Measure B3 in
November. The transportation
measure would add another half-
cent sales tax in Alameda County,
doubling what the earlier Measure
B that voters approved some years
ago now assesses. In addition to the
full penny sales tax, the two mea-
sures would provide $400 million
for the BART project with the MTC
adding another $100 million that

JEB BING
Dave Stark chats with Supervisor Scott
Haggerty at real estate meeting.

its already committed. The BART
to Livermore project will cost an
estimated $1 billion and another
$400 million is also available in a
fund split between Alameda and
Contra Costa counties. Haggerty
said he might have to give some of
that to fund an eBART transit sys-
tem Contra Costa is planning, but
there would be enough left over to
proceed here. He’s confident federal
funds would make up any shortfall.

Haggerty said Measure B was
approved by 81% of voters. Polls
show Measure B3 is generating
support in the 70s, which means it
should pass with the required two-
thirds majority of those voting in
the election. Once in place, both
measures will continue their taxing
powers in perpetuity, or at least
for another 20 years when voters
must extend the tax, but at that
time with only a simple majority
required for approval.

Toll roads also are high on the
supervisors wish list. The 1-680
high occupancy toll (HOT) lane on
1-680 is now generating $1 million
in revenue with most of it going for
operating expenses. Haggerty said
a similar HOT lane will replace the
current free high occupancy vehicle
(HOV) lane on eastbound 1-580 as
soon as work starts on a westbound
carpool lane. These will be just the
start of toll lanes in the Bay Area.
The MTC is proposing toll lanes
throughout the area with motorists
one day able to “pay their way” from
San Jose to Napa, Haggerty said.

Speaking of transportation, Hag-
gerty told the real estate group
that bus systems such as Wheels
and The Rapid in the Tri-Valley
and transit systems serving Fre-
mont and the Tri-Cities should be
combined to provide better and
less costly service. It now costs
about $190 per passenger hour;

a jointly operated transit agency
could cut those costs in half.

Another project on Haggerty’s
priority list is the Alameda County
“greenway.” This would involve
the county acquiring an aban-
doned railroad corridor that slices
through the county and spending
the money to convert it into a pe-
destrian trail and possible bicycle
paths. m

About the Cover

Tim Koopmann, widely recognized for his effective land management and
ability to build partnerships to tackle environmental issues, talks to folks
on a recent tour of his ranch about his conservation practices. Photo by
Dolores Fox Ciardelli. Design by Kristin Herman.
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SHOP, DINE AND EXPERIENCE

READERS

CHOICE

WHY THESE MERCHANTS WERE VOTED #1

View, a complete list of winners and their websites

at PleasantonWeekly.com

Bella Luna Studios
PO. Box 1824, Pleasanton, 998-1171

Best Photographer

Berry Patch
350 Main St. Ste. A, Pleasanton, 846-0155

Best Place to Buy a Gift

Blue Agave Club
625 Main St., Pleasanton, 417-1224

Best Atmosphere

Borg Fence
575 Boulder Ct., Pleasanton, 426-9620

Best Deck and Fencing

Callippe Preserve
8500 Clubhouse Dr., Pleasanton, 426-6666

Best Golf Course

Cardinal Jewelers
3003 Hopyard Rd. Ste. B, Pleasanton, 416-1111

Best Jewelry Store

Carpetland
4299 Rosewood Dr # 100, Pleasanton, 847-0866

Best Carpet / Flooring Store

Casa Orozco Mexican Restaurant
7995 Amador Valley Blvd., Dublin, 828-5464
325 South L St., Livermore, 449-3045

Best Mexican Restaurant

Crispim BJ) Barra Brothers

7063 Commerce Circle, Unit E, Pleasanton, 468-0330

Best Martial Arts Studio

Dickey’s BBQ
6654 Koll Center Parkway, Pleasanton, 426-6800

Best Barbecue
Best Take-out Restaurant

The Door Doctor
39 California Avenue #102, Pleasanton, 484-4290

Best Home Contractor

Eastern Medical Center

3510 Old Santa Rita Rd. Ste. D, Pleasanton, 847-8889

Best Acupuncture

Eddie Papa’s American Hangout
4889 Hopyard Rd, Pleasanton, 469-6266

Best American Food Restaurant;
Best Kid-Friendly, Non-Chain Restaurant;
Best Meal Under $20

Foothill Optometric Group
6155 Stoneridge Dr. Ste. 100, Pleasanton, 463-2150

Best Optometrist

Gay Nineties Pizza & Pasta
288 Main St., Pleasanton, 846-2520

Best Pizza

Gina Piper
6111 Johnson Ct., Pleasanton, 200-0202

Best Real Estate Agent

Glover’s Deep Steam Carpet Cleaning
2843 Hopyard Rd. Ste. 190, Pleasanton, 462-4262

Best Carpet Cleaning Service

Hairlights
4307 Valley Ave. Ste. F, Pleasanton, 462-4247

Best Hair Salon for Men
Best Hair Salon for Women

Handles Gastropub
855 Main Street, Pleasanton, 399-6690

Best New Restaurant 2011

Healthy Necessity Massage
610 Main Street, Ste. E, Pleasanton, 413-2629

Best Massage

Hearing Services
4460 Black Ave. Ste. E, Pleasanton, 233-4042

Best Hearing Services Provider

Heritage Estates
900 East Stanley Boulevard, Livermore, 373-3636

Best Senior Living Facility

Hop Yard Alehouse & Grill
3015 Hopyard Rd. Ste. H, Pleasanton, 426-9600

Best Brew Pub / Sports Bar

Jazz-N-Taps
1270 Quarry Lane, Pleasanton, 484-0678

Best Place for Dance Lessons

Landmark Mortgage Group
5075 Hopyard Rd. Ste. 130, Pleasanton, 600-2000

Best Mortgage Company

Meadowlark Dairy
57 W. Neal St., Pleasanton, 846-2261

Best Ice Cream / Yogurt Shop

Precision Auto Repair
164 Wyoming St. Ste. A, Pleasanton, 462-7440

Best Foreign Car Repair

Primrose Bakery
350 Main Street, Pleasanton, 249-1261

Best Bakery

Savvy Seconds
560 Main Street, Pleasanton, 846-6600

Best Clothing Store for Women
Best Consignment Store

Scott Eaton, Landmark Mortgage Group
5075 Hopyard Rd. Ste. 130, Pleasanton, 600-2002

Best Mortgage Professional

Scott’s Automotive & Light Truck Repair Inc.
32 California Ave. Ste. C, Pleasanton, 417-0222

Best Domestic Car Repair

Sozo Sushi
2835 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 484-5588

Best Sushi / Japanese Restaurant

Steps Community Prep School
2340 Santa Rita Rd. Ste. 10, Pleasanton, 600-9300

Best Tutoring School

A Touch of Health
377 Saint Mary Street, Pleasanton, 484-1726

Best Day Spa

Valley Plumbing
272 Rose Avenue, Pleasanton, 462-1639

Best Plumber

VIP Cleaners
1809 Santa Rita Rd. Ste. F, Pleasanton, 846-4335
3120 Santa Rita Rd. Ste. E, Pleasanton, 462-8838

Best Dry Cleaners

Workbench True Value
1807 Santa Rita Rd. Ste. N, Pleasanton, 846-0660

Best Hardware Store

Zen Pilates & Fitness
3059 Hopyard Rd. Ste. C, Pleasanton, 600-7800

Best Personal Trainer
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Also Offering
Botox® At $10.00 Per Unit
ALWAYS!!!

NOW OFFERING ZERONA® BODY SLIMMING

Zerona® is the only clinically-proven non-invasive
laser slimming treatment that removes fat
and reduces inches with:

* ZERO pain - ZERO surgery * ZERO downtime

Lose 1 dress size in 2 weeks! Guaranteed!

AFFORDABLE! Call for Your FREE Consultation!
Lunch,Evening & Saturday appts. available. Call 1-800-MY-BOTOX

NORCAL

Weight Loss Center

&8 w G

San Ramon
374 St. Mary St. 2701 Crow Canyon Blvd.
925 846-5614 925 837-6400

Walnut Creek
21 Broadway Ln. ® 925 935-4863
Broadway Plaza — between Macy’s and Nordstrom

Pleasanton

MAY TtHrRoucH SEPTEMBER

6 P.M. 10 9 P.M. on MAIN STREET
1°T WEDNESDAY STREET PARTIES

2™ Wednesday

July 11

RED, WHITE & BLUE
WITH MUSIC BY

PUBLICEYE

— ALSO FEATURING —

» Over 200 Vendor Booths

» Beer & Wine Garden

» Live Music

» ArtBlock With 25 Artists

» Farmers Market

» Movies on Main (June, July & August)
» And MORE!
il

WWW. pleasantondowntown.net

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS:
THE CITY OF
Pleasanton

GRrAHAM-HITCH
MORTUARY

Dignified Care
& Compassionate Service
Since 1891

Advance Planning
Made Easy

Call Deanna for a FREE
consultation. In-home
visits available.

4167 First Street, Pleasanton

925-846-5624

Crematory Privately Owned
& Operated

FD#429

Your
trusted

friend

Providing award-winning
journalism; creating
a better community.

Pleasanton residents surveyed™
recently say the

Pleasanton Weekly:

¢ |5 the most trusted news source

e Keeps them most connected
to their community

¢ Best understands the
community

e Has greater readership than all
other local media outlets

The Pleasanton Weekly
& PleasantonWeekly.com

Trusted, respected, involved,
a vital part of the community

Pleasanton

Weekl-

*Market and readership data cited is based on results of a
direct-mail survey conducted in 2010 of randomly selected

households. Ind data processing and
unulySIS by MSA-West, a market research firm based in
Norwalk, CA
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Streetwise

ASKED AT THE FAIRGROUNDS

What do you love about the Alameda
County Fair?

Nathan Esparza
High school student

I like the rides; Fireball is my favorite. I've
gone every year since | was a baby. Even
though it’s not such a big deal now, I still
remember how excited | was as a little kid
to see the big rides going up.

Kathy Bennett
Mom

| love the whole thing. We live around the
corner, and | look forward to it every year.
It is so fun. | just went and bought a rabbit.
| also won $200 betting on the horses, so
that was great. The horse races are defi-
nitely my favorite part.

Ashlyn Harris

Part-time real estate administrator

| haven’t been since | was 4, so I’'m excited
to check it out. I’'m looking forward to get-
ting a wristband and riding all the rides. My
mom wants me to check out the pigs and
take some pictures for her, so we’ll go over
to visit the animal section.

Tony Kawaguchi
Student

| like the food, especially the corndogs. Last
year | had the fried pickles, and those were
pretty good. | like the concerts, too; tonight
we’re going to see Lonestar perform.

Cathrine Alioto
Middle school student

| really like the rides. It’s also fun to watch
everyone having such a good time. It’s so
great to have a place other than downtown
to go with friends and family. | love cotton
candy and | get it every year.

—Compiled by Kerry Nally

Have a Streetwise question? E-mail editor@PleasantonWeekly.com

The Pleasanton Weekly is published every Friday by Embarcadero Media, 5506 Sunol Blvd.,
Suite 100, Pleasanton, CA 94566; (925) 600-0840. Mailed at Periodicals Postage Rate,
USPS 020407. The Weekly is mailed upon request to homes and apartments in Pleasanton.
Print subscriptions for businesses or residents of other communities are $60 per year or
$100 for two years. Go to www.PleasantonWeekly.com to sign up and for more informa-
tion. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Pleasanton Weekly, 5506 Sunol Blvd., Suite

100, Pleasanton, CA 94566. © 2012 by Embarcadero Media. All rights reserved. Reproduction
without permission is strictly prohibited.



Newsfront

DIGEST

Dairy dubbed Small
Business of the Year

State Senate Majority Leader
Ellen M. Corbett (D, San Le-
andro) honored Meadowlark
Dairy, a cultural icon of Pleas-
anton, as the Senate District 10
“Small Business of the Year.”

Corbett presented the award
to owner Bruce Takens, a Pleas-
anton resident whose family has
been running the drive-through
dairy since 1969. Takens re-
members feeding calves and
hauling hay on the original
dairy, and milking cows as a
teenager, when Pleasanton was
a sleepy farm town.

“Meadowlark Dairy has served
as an important Pleasanton in-
stitution, providing jobs to local
people and being very gracious
in providing assistance to local
causes,” Corbett said.

2012 Teen Citizens’
Police Academy

The Pleasanton Police De-
partment is accepting applica-
tions from Pleasanton youths for
its annual summer Teen Police
Academy, a three-week program
beginning July 10. This will be
the 10th Teen Academy class
and the department has a lim-
ited number of openings.

The goal of the Teen Academy
is to develop stronger partner-
ships between the Pleasanton
Police Department and youths.
Participants will learn about
law enforcement procedures
from officers with topics in-
cluding patrol procedures, dis-
patch communications, SWAT,
investigations, juvenile traffic
essues, K-9, evidence collection
and animal services.

The Academy is offered free
to local high school students
between 14 and 18, with nine
classes held mostly from 2-5
p.m. with exceptions for gradu-
ation and field trips. Classes will
be held on Tuesdays, Wednes-
days and Thursdays from July
10-25, and will conclude with
a graduation dinner Thursday,
July 26.

Interested Pleasanton teens
can get an application at the
front counter of the Police De-
partment, or by calling Acad-
emy Coordinator CSO Shannon
Revel-Whitaker at 931-5240, or
at www.pleasantonpd.org.

Commission meeting
canceled

The July 12 Pleasanton Parks
and Recreation Commission
Meeting has been canceled, and
the regularly scheduled meeting
for Aug. 9 has been rescheduled
to Aug. 23.

The Parks and Recreation
Commission normally meets the
second Thursday of each month
at 7 p.m. in the City Council
Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Ave.

San Ramon says goodbye to Tri-Valley television viewers

City switches its community broadcasts to Contra Costa TV

By JEB BING

Mayor Bill Clarkson and the San Ramon City
Council said goodbye to Tri-Valley viewers last
week in their final broadcast on Tri-Valley Com-
munity Televisions Channel 29, urging their
constituents to start watching their meetings
on Contra Costa television (CCTV), the public
broadcast system the council chose to join start-
ing last Sunday.

CCTV is owned and operated by Contra Costa
County and is broadcast locally on Channel 27.

In a letter to Livermore Mayor John March-
and, who is this year’s chairman of the Tri-
Valley television board of directors, Clarkson
said his city’s decision to withdraw from the
local system was “based on the economic reali-

ties the city is facing in San Ramon. The switch
will save San Ramon about $75,000 a year in
broadcast fees.”

TV30, as Tri-Valley Community Television is
frequently called, broadcasts on channels 28, 29
and 30. With Clarkson gone, the board is now
made up of the mayors of Dublin, Livermore
and Pleasanton.

At a special meeting last week, the TV30
board accepted Clarkson’ letter and the mayors
agreed to seek their councils” approvals to make
up the difference of the $65,973 impact that the
loss of San Ramon’s budgeted fees will mean.
Under the proposed 2012-13 budget, Dublin
was due to contribute $70,000; Pleasanton,
$118,300; and Livermore, $122,500. The fees

are based on the number of Comcast subscribers
in each city, with additional revenue generated
by TV30 sponsors and its foundation.

Melissa Tench-Stevens, TV30’s executive di-
rector, said the budget for the current fiscal year
that started July 1 is $527,342.

Clarkson joined others on the San Ramon
council to vote 5-0 to switch to Contra Costa
television with most arguing that TV30 wasn'
giving San Ramon enough coverage to warrant
the expense. Unlike the other three cities, San
Ramon’ City Hall is not “hard-wired” for TV30
broadcasts. Instead, a mobile unit is dispatched
to the city to videotape each meeting and then

See TV30 on Page 8

Painting Pleasanton purple

Sabrina Hengehold ties a purple ribbon on Main Street, one of the dozen or so volunteers from the
American Cancer Society who took to the streets recently to “paint the town purple” to raise aware-

ness for the annual Relay For Life later this month.

“People say, ‘Why the purple ribbons?’ and then we can tell them, ‘Relay for Life,
Johnston, chairwoman for the 24-hour relay, which will be held from 10 a.m. July 21 to 10 a.m. July
22 at the Pleasanton Middle School track in Pleasanton. Worldwide 4 million people will participate
to celebrate the lives of those who have fought cancer and to raise money for cancer research.

GLENN WOHLTMANN

)

said Florine

Tuesday afternoon

in Pleasanton blamed on bird

Wings touch two live wires, causing shorts, fire, overhead transformer failure

By JEssICA LIPSKY

Electric power was cut to hundreds of
residents in southwest Pleasanton Tuesday
afternoon after a bird caused a series of trans-
mission line shorts that led to a fire and a
transformer loss.

Battalion Chief Jack Neiman-Kimel of the
Livermore-Pleasanton Fire Department said
the bird was perched on a power line on
Sycamore Drive at Dalton Creek Way when it
spread its wings. The wings touched two lines
causing a major short with the electrocuted
bird dropping into the field below, causing a
fire.

fire, power failure

At the same time, the damaged lines trig-
gered an electrical failure at Sycamore Way and
Sycamore Creek Road, causing a transformer to
burst into flames and fall to the ground from its
overhead position to the lawn near 476 Syca-
more Drive , causing more outages.

Neiman-Kimel said neighbors heard a loud
explosion when the transformer fell and called
911 at 3:53 p.m. Firefighters were on the
scene in minutes and extinguished the fires
within 15 minutes.

PG&E crews also responded and said power
should be restored to the neighborhood by
about 6:45 p.m. m

Tri-Valley
Foundation out of
headquarters on
Stoneridge

2011 audit shows red flags that
could have alerted TVCF board
members

BY GLENN WOHLTMANN

The doors to the Tri-Valley Community Foun-
dation have been locked for more than a week
now, and although the lights are on, most of the
furniture is gone.

Calls to the foundation go directly to voice-
mail and its recently hired PR firm, Full Court
Press, has not returned calls or emails, but the
foundation did provide financial statements for
2009 and 2010 after a request from the Pleasan-
ton Weekly.

An IRS declaration filed by the TVCF says the
charity “makes its governing documents and
financial statements available to the public upon
request.”

A certified public accountant who reviewed
the financial statements on the condition of
anonymity said it didn't take long to uncover
red flags in those documents that should have
alerted board members to problems at the foun-
dation long before this year, when it found itself
$3 million in debt.

A May 24, 2011, audit notes “the foundation
has suffered significant deficiencies in net assets
that raise substantial doubt about its ability to
continue as a going concern.”

“The ‘going concern’ mentioned in the audi-
tor’s report is a huge red flag that the entity may
not be able to continue operating and may go
out of business within the next 12 months,” the
CPA said.

That audit, prepared by Robert Lee and As-
sociates of San Jose, also says, “As of June 30,
2009, the foundation had a decrease in total
in net assets of $550,963. As a result of these
deficits, restricted funds from agency funds
were used for working capital purposes with the
donors’ consent. These factors create an uncer-
tainty about the foundation’s ability to continue
as a going concern.”

Operating costs during the 2009-10 fiscal
year for the TVCF climbed from nearly $1.3
million the previous year to $1.9 million. That
same time, salaries and benefits went from
$340,946 to $417,592, leaving the foundation

See FOUNDATION on Page 8
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NEWS

TAKE US ALONG

At sunny Poipu: Al and Bev Morris of Happy Valley, Pleasanton residents
for more than 50 years, visit their son’s Kauai restaurant, Dude Dogs, with
10 other family members from Pleasanton. They were pleased to bring the
Weekly with the cover photo of Pleasanton’s own Giants team member.

snow last August atop Muir Pass, at 12,000 feet, which is about midway on
the John Muir Trail. Roberts said he forgot to take along the Weekly for a
photo but in Tuolumne Meadows he found a copy that had been left at the
lodge for use as a fire starter. “l grabbed it and used it a couple of weeks later

for the photo,” reported Roberts.

BUSY BEES
PRESCHOOL, LLC
WE GROW MINDS!

(925) 249-9000

4300 Mirador Dr.
www.busybeespleasanton.com

Lic. 013419478

e Summer Camp
 Preschool - Junior Kindergarten
« Afterschool Enrichment Program
* Ages 2 - 5th grade

FREE Enrollment

We will waive $100 enrollment fee
if enrolled before 9/15/12.
If student starts within the same
month, you will receive an additional
10% off the 1st month's tuition.

Open from 7:00 am to 6:00 pm.
Our program is year-round,
with full or half-day programs.
All Certified Staff.
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Cook-Kallio launches campaign
for Pleasanton mayor

Seeks to succeed Hosterman, who is termed out

By JEB BING

City Councilwoman Cheryl
Cook-Kallio has launched her cam-
paign for election to the mayor’s
post in Pleasanton, telling support-
ers that she has a long history of
getting things done here with the
strong, proactive leadership capa-
bilities required to make decisions
critical to the city’s future.

Cook-Kallio, a longtime Pleasan-
ton resident, teaches civics, govern-
ment and American history at Irving-
ton High School in Fremont. She was
first elected to the City Council in
20006, and then again in 2010.

She is competing in the election
for mayor with fellow Councilman
Jerry Thorne, who is also in the
second year of his final four-year
term on the council. So far, they are
the only two seeking the mayors
post which is being vacated this
year by Mayor Jennifer Hosterman,
who is completing the final year
of the eight years allowed under
Pleasanton’s term limits law.

Supporters of Cook-Kallio filled
the home and outside patio of
the home of Amirra and Dr. Basil
Besh on Club House Drive, the
road leading to the Callippe Pre-
serve golf course clubhouse. Her
supporters include a long list of
state, civic, county and city lead-
ers, including Alameda County
Supervisor Scott Haggerty, State
Senate Majority Leader Ellen Cor-
bett, Assembly members Joan Bu-
chanan and Bob Wieckowski, who
represent Pleasanton, Mayor Tim
Sbranti of Dublin and former Liv-
ermore Mayor Marshall Kamena.

“The upcoming mayor’s race is
critical to the future of Pleasan-
ton,” Cook-Kallio said. “It will
determine the direction of our city
for the next 10 years and beyond.
[ am running for mayor to ensure
Pleasanton has the strong, proac-
tive leadership required to make
decisions critical to our future.”

“Quality of life is very important
to us all,” she added. “The city has
to be financially sustainable. This
means that we all work together to
make sure that we maintain needed
city services and continue to main-
tain a safe community.

“I understand economics and what
is important to all of us,” she contin-
ued. “As mayor, I will take steps to
ensure that we make sound fiscal
decisions and maintain a healthy
reserve while continuing those things
that make Pleasanton a wonderful
place to live. We want people to live,
work and shop in Pleasanton.”

She said that because of recent
court-ordered and state government
imposed rulings, the city has re-
zoned more than 75 acres of vacant
land to accommodate low- to mid-
dle-income high density housing.

“As you know the city does not
build housing, we only zone for
it,” she reminded supporters at her
election campaign rally. “But once
zoned, they will come. It is critical
that we plan well and within the
law. We can be smart about this.
As mayor, I will make sure that all

BELLA LUNA STUDIOS

Councilwoman Cheryl Cook-Kallio (center) talks to supporters at rally where
she launched her campaign for mayor of Pleasanton.

BELLA LUNA STUDIOS

Dr.Basil Besh, an orthopedic surgeon, introduces Councilwoman Cheryl Cook-
Kallio to scores of supporters at a rally at his home near Callippe Preserve golf
course as she launches her campaign for mayor of Pleasanton.

stakeholders are educated in what
this means and are involved in the
decision making process.”

She said that as a public school
teacher for more than 35 years, she
also understands the impact this
housing will have on the city’s schools.
As a member of the joint city-school
liaison commiittee, she works closely
with the school district to find ways
both government agencies can co-
operate to strengthen the quality of
public education in Pleasanton.

“As mayor, I will have a unique in-
sight to the issues facing our city, in-
cluding locating property and fund-
ing for the 10th elementary school
when needed,” Cook-Kallio said.

Other priorities Cook-Kallio
mentioned are the completion of
the Stoneridge Drive extension to
El Charro Road, which she sup-
ported and that is now nearing
completion; widening State Route
84 across Pigeon Pass to provide
an expressway-type link between
1-580 and 1-680, thereby reduc-
ing cut-through commuter traffic

through Pleasanton; and connect-
ing El Charro Road from 580 to
Stanley Boulevard.

“This will take a proactive ap-
proach,” Cook-Kallio said. “I have
those critical relationships with the
business community and with sur-
rounding elected officials whose co-
operation we will need to gain the
necessary approvals and funding.”

“This election is about issues
and effectiveness,” she added. “It is
about who has the ability and the
relationships to get the job done.”

Pleasanton’s municipal election
will be held along with the General
Election on Tuesday, Nov. 6. In ad-
dition to Cook-Kallio and Thorne
vying for the mayors post, two
candidates have also launched cam-
paigns for seats on the City Coun-
cil. Planning Commission Chair-
man Jerry Pentin and Realtor Karla
Brown are seeking election to the
two seats that will open as coun-
cil members Cindy McGovern and
Matt Sullivan complete their eight
years on the council this year. ®



NEWS

Pleasanton man prepares to sue city
over leaked confidential information

Two others face misdemeanor charges in case

BY GLENN WOHLTMANN

A custody battle involving a
Pleasanton man has led to criminal
charges against an Alameda County
Deputy and a San Ramon attorney
and an investigation involving a
Pleasanton police officer.

Brian Lancaster has filed a claim
against the city of Pleasanton, ask-
ing for in excess of $1 million.
Lancaster said the actions of the
three led to him losing his job and
custody of his kids. Three misde-
meanor charges have already been
filed against Deputy Ryan Silcocks
and Lesley Regina, a San Ramon
family law attorney.

Silcocks “was charged and is on
administrative leave,” said Alame-
da County Sheriff’s Spokesman
J.D. Nelson. He said the charges
involve “inappropriate accessing
information off a computer and

providing that information.”

The deputy allegedly entered a
court building after hours on two
occasions, accessed documents,
and forwarded them to Regina,
whom he was dating. Regina
who represents Lancaster’s ex-wife,
Lisa Secord — who lives in Wash-
ington state, has been charged
with one count of knowingly re-
ceiving records that she was not
authorized to possess.

Lancaster said the Pleasanton
police are conducting an investiga-
tion into the actions of Officer Tim
Martens.

“I allege the same thing was done
between Tim Martens and my ex-
wife,” Lancaster said.

He said Martens, who was in
communication with Secord, later
arrested him on a drug possession
charge, then forwarded confiden-

tial information to be used in the
custody case.

“It says right on the stuff, ‘This
is confidential information, do not
share with anybody,” Lancaster
said.

Pleasanton City Attorney Jona-
than Lowell confirms a claim has
been filed.

“We are investigating it,” Lowell
said.

He said he couldnt comment
further on an active case.

No charges have been filed
against Martens; Silcocks and Re-
gina are set to be arraigned July 9
on the misdemeanor charges.

Lancaster said he’d worked as
operations manager for a construc-
tion company for 14 years before
losing his job as a result of the ac-
tions of the three involved. m

Spend evening with Bonnie and Clyde

Infamous outlaws speaking on behalf of museum

Protect your pocketbooks! Out-
laws Bonnie and Clyde will be in
town Tuesday to take part in the
Museum on Main’s Ed Kinney Lec-
ture Series, which will present “An
Evening with Bonnie and Clyde” at
7 p.m. at the Firehouse Arts Cen-
ter.

The speaker series allows audi-
ences to come face to face with
people making history today as
well as actors who look and sound
as if they have stepped out from the
pages of history books.

Bonnie and Clyde, the lawless
couple from the 1930s will be por-
trayed by Alyssa and Ethan Foste, a
brother and sister performing team
who are both college students at
Patrick Henry College in northern
Virginia. They have portrayed a
variety of characters in the Nevada
Humanities’ Young Chautauqua
program. This event is sponsored
by Chuck Deckert.

The speakers series takes place
monthly January through October
at the Firehouse Arts Center, 4444
Railroad Ave. in downtown Pleas-
anton. Tickets may be purchased at
the door or reserved by calling the
museum at 462-2766. Prices are
$10, general admission; $5, mem-
bers and seniors; and $3, students
and teachers.

For more information go to
www.museumonmain.org or call
462-2766. m

Alyssa and Ethan Foste portray Bon-
nie and Clyde at the Ed Kinney Lecture
Series on Tuesday evening.

Chocolate champion

Catherine Shearer, 19, of Pleasanton has won the Ghirardelli Choco-
late Championship at the Alameda County Fair for her Beethoven-
kugeln (Beethoven-KOOG-ell-in) a marzipan and cherry confection
modeled after her favorite Austrian chocolates. For the recipe, go to
www.PleasantonWeekly.com.

Jonathan Savell M.D., Michael Gagnon M.D.

925-460-5000
5575 W. Las Positas Blvd. #240, Pleasanton

www.ValleyEyeCareCenter.com

PhotoGallery

Share your photos of sports, events, travel and fun stuff at

PleasantonWeekly.com

The Bookstore

Used Books ¢ Gift Items

STORE
CLOSING

Clearance sale
starts 7/1/12
Store hours Thurs. - Sun. 11-6
« All sales are final
e Cash & credit only
¢ STORE CREDIT VOUCHERS
NOT VALID AFTER 6/30/12

925-426-8255
2911 Hopyard, Pleasanton

(next to Gene’s Fine Foods)
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GLENN WOHLTMANN

FOUNDATION

Continued from Page 5

owing more than $172,000.

That debt should also have
been a concern to board mem-
bers, the CPA said.

“Clearly the negative net assets
of $172,334 is very concerning.
Liabilities jumped up $250,000
from the 2009 (audit) to 2010,
indicating they are unable to pay
certain obligations,” the CPA ex-
plained, adding that direct costs
for programs climbed $430,000
from 2009 to 2010. “This is a

huge amount that doesn't really
make sense if they are trying to
cut costs and stay viable.”

The CPA also pointed to the
trend of expenses exceeding reve-
nues year after year as worrisome.
Tax forms filed by the TVCEF indi-
cate that began in 2006.

“Having negative cash flow
from operating activities is always
a bad sign that the entity is un-
able to generate positive cash
flow from their day-to-day opera-
tions,” the CPA said.

Despite requests, the founda-
tion did not provide a copy of its

The Tri-Valley Community Foundation’s offices on Stoneridge Drive, with its re-
ceptionist’s desk gone. Much of its furniture had been moved out Friday.
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WE MADE

OUR OWN MOVE

For nearly 20 years, Phoenix Qilfield Hauling has been a leading provider of specialized
oilfield hauling solutions and rental equipment in North America.

We accomplished this through our established group of companies:
Rodan Transport | Ability Qilfield Hauling | Finnie Qilfield Hauling
| Warrior Equipment Rentals | Marcel’s Qilfield Hauling | Robin’s Qilfield Hauling

Now, we’re bringing together all of our highly trained teams and service
solutions under one, unified brand, and are reintroducing ourselves as
Aveda Transportation and Energy Services.

As one of the largest transportation and energy service providers in
North America, we offer the industry’s best people and equipment, and
are able to service all major oilfield areas in Canada and the US.

We understand the specific needs of our customers. We are
committed to providing unparalleled customer service, while
exceeding the most stringent safety and environmental regulations

— all under our new brand.

avedaenergy.com

—_ =

AVEDA

Transportation and Energy Services

most recent audit. That’s the one
that Board President and CEO
Ron Hyde said prompted what he
called a “deep audit” into where
the money went.

Hyde, who took over running
the day-to-day operations at the
TVCEF after former President Dave
Rice was fired in May, said ear-
lier that the foundation is seek-
ing criminal prosecution against
Rice.

However, the TVCF’s most re-
cent tax form, released last week
at the request of the Pleasanton
Weekly, indicates that Rice’s sala-
ry went from $98,51 in 2009-10
to $140,116 in 2010-11 — the
same time the audit shows the
foundation was falling deeper
and deeper into a financial hole.
Hyde has recommended the
TVCEF file Chapter 7 liquidation
bankruptcy. m

TV30

Continued from Page 5

broadcast it a day or two later.
Clarkson hasn't said how CCTV
will broadcast meetings from San
Ramon although there was talk at
a recent council meeting of buying
the cameras and wiring infrastruc-
ture needed to broadcast the meet-
ings live.

In leaving TV30, Clarkson will
lose his twice-monthly interviews
with the other Tri-Valley mayors
in a program called “Mayor’s Re-
port,” a popular feature on TV 30
that is aired repeatedly after it is
taped. The council meetings also
have been broadcast frequently on
TV30 after they'’re held. CCTV will
rebroadcast them only twice.

Eight studio shows and three
field-produced shows currently air
on TV30. In addition to the Mayors
Report and the council meetings
for each city, the other programs
include Tri-Valley Sports Final,
COPPS, Valley Health Care, Con-
versations, Slice of Life, In A Word,
Valley Gardener, Lets Talk Sports,
Your Schools, holiday events and
special city meetings.

Although San Ramon cable sub-
scribers will continue to receive
TV30 broadcasts over channels 28,
29 and 30, coverage of San Ramon
civic, city and community events
will no longer be shown on TV30,
although some are expected to be
picked up by the Contra Costa sta-
tion.

Sports coverage of San Ramon
area high schools also will be dis-
continued with San Ramon quit-
ting the system, Stevens said.

Mayor Jennifer Hosterman of
Pleasanton said she urged Clarkson
to persuade his council to stay with
TV30, but she was not successful.

“We will miss Mayor Clarkson
and his mayor’s report on the issues
affecting San Ramon,” she said.

Coincidentally, San Ramon’s exit
comes as TV30 is ramping up its
local coverage of community affairs
and gaining new sponsors in an
effort to reduce the subsidies now
provided by the three cities.

“We’'ll now have the capability
to focus even more intensely on
the three cities we serve,” TV30
Executive Director Tench-Stevens
said. m



Business News

Edited by Jeb Bing, jbing@pleasantonweekly.com

Safeway sees operating profits growing ‘nicely’

Business prospects continue to improve, senior VP tells investors

Pleasanton-based Safeway ex-
pects operating profits to “grow
nicely going forward” as a result of
a refinancing plan and other ongo-
ing initiatives, the chains senior
vice president, finance and investor
relations told Supermarket News
last week.

Melissa Plaisance told the trade
publication in an interview that
Safeway believes the temporary shift
in financial policy it initiated last
November — using incremental le-
verage for share repurchases at very
low interest rates — will enable the
company to grow operating income
over the next three years, at which
point debt ratios will return to the
levels they were at late last year.

Safeway adopted the temporary
shift because stock prices were at a
five-year low, she explained.

Supermarket News said Plai-
sances call with investors was ar-
ranged on short notice. Plaisance
explained that her remarks were “in
response to a number of inquiries in
the last week” regarding the tempo-
rary shift in financial policy and a
floating-rate note debt issuance.

“We expect to see operating prof-
it grow nicely going forward as a
result of our Just for U (digital)
rollout, our work with corporate
brands, our investment in natural
lines like Open Nature, our fuel
rewards and other loyalty programs
and our health and welfare initia-

tives,” she told Supermarket News.

“We believe the prospects for our
business continue to improve, and
with the low stock price and the low
interest rates, we are confident in
the (temporary financial) plan and
working hard to bring it to fruition
by the end of 2013,” she added.

According to the trade journal,
Safeway refinanced its $800 mil-
lion debt due Aug. 15 at the same
time it began buying back shares.

Plaisance said Safeway antici-
pates reducing debt through the
balance of the year.

“Our vyear-end debt balance
should be lower by a significant
amount than in the first half of this
year,” she told investors. m

Ross donates $50,000 to Colorado fire victims

Customers also given chance to contribute through July 14

Pleasanton-based Ross Stores
Inc. is making a $50,000 cash
donation to the American Red
Cross to help those affected by the
wildfires throughout Colorado.

In addition, from today through
July 14, all 30 Ross Dress for Less
stores in Colorado will offer cus-

tomers and associates the ability to
make donations at the point of sale
to the American Red Cross for the
2012 Colorado Wildfires.

“Our heartfelt sympathies
go out to our associates and
neighbors throughout Colorado
who may have suffered losses

from the wildfires,” said Gary
Cribb, executive vice president
of Stores and Loss Prevention at
Ross.

Online donations to the Ameri-
can Red Cross for disaster relief
can also be made at www.red-
cross.org. W

Should you buy wedding insurance?

Costs only few hundred dollars, but could save thousands

BY JASON ALDERMAN

Disastrous wedding mishaps
have long been a comedy staple,
probably because so many of us
can relate.

What bride- or groom-to-be
hasn’t had nightmares about hurri-
cane-force winds blowing over the
reception tent or a drunken cousin
falling into the wedding cake?

Besides the potential for em-
barrassing memories, theres a lot
of money at stake: The average
wedding in 2012 will cost nearly
$27,000, not including the honey-
moon, which is about what you'd
pay for a well-appointed new car.

Just as you wouldn't drive off
the lot without car insurance, so
you might want to consider buying
wedding insurance. It usually costs
only a few hundred dollars but
could save you tens of thousands if
horrendous weather, sudden illness
or a bankrupt vendor ruins your
day.

Many insurance companies now
offer wedding insurance. Typically,
policies will reimburse you for de-
posits and charges you've paid to
wedding vendors, as well as travel
costs and other expenses incurred,
if you need to cancel or postpone
the wedding for a covered reason.

Wedding attire coverage will
pay to repair or replace the bridal
gown and groom’s tuxedo, whether
owned or rented.

Coverage options, costs and lim-
itations vary widely, so read the fine
print carefully. When comparing
policies, pay attention to deduct-
ibles, maximum coverage limits,
exclusions and deadlines for pur-
chasing various options.

Probably the most important
coverage is personal liability insur-
ance. Many venues require liability
insurance and either include it in
the rental cost or require you to
submit a certificate of insurance
from your own policy. Before buy-
ing additional liability coverage,
check how much coverage your
homeowner’s insurance provides
and whether it applies to wedding
events. You may need a special rider
or want to buy additional coverage
through an umbrella policy.

Make sure all major wedding
suppliers maintain their own li-
ability insurance. In addition, any
venue providing alcoholic bever-
ages should carry liquor liability
insurance. To be safe, you may
want to buy your own host liquor
liability coverage as well.

Other common options include:
W Extreme weather. If wedding
party members or the majority of
guests cannot reach the wedding
because of severe weather condi-
tions (snowstorm, earthquake, hur-
ricane), rescheduling costs will be
covered. Note: Gloomy skies or
drizzle don't qualify.

B [f a member of the wedding party
or immediate family is seriously in-
jured, becomes too ill to attend or
dies suddenly, rescheduling costs
will be covered. However, illness or
injury caused by preexisting condi-
tions may be excluded.

m If an essential vendor goes out
of business or doesn’t show up,
youre covered for deposits paid
and possibly for the complete cost
to reschedule the event.

B Some policies will pay to restage
the wedding (including travel costs,
cake and flowers, etc.) with the
principal participants and immedi-
ate family members if the photog-
rapher fails to appear, botches the
shots, or the negatives are lost, sto-
len or damaged; others may only
pay an allowance toward reshoots.
B Gift coverage pays to repair or
replace lost, stolen or damaged
non-monetary gifts.

B Other special attire bought or
rented for the bride, groom or
attendants, when lost, stolen or
damaged.

And finally, some insurers now
provide “change of heart” cover-
age in case the bride or groom gets
cold feet. If that’s a real possibility,
you should probably invest in pre-
marital counseling before looking
at cakes and bridesmaid dresses.

Jason Alderman directs Visa’s
financial education programs.

HEARING
SERVICES

A Sound Approach
to Hearing Care

Kenneth D. Billheimer, Au.D.
Sierra Brower, Au.D.

Most insurance companies GCCepTed, Audiologists ® Licensed Hearing Aid Specilists

including members of Hill Physicians Jacque Pedraza

Licensed Hearing Aid Specialist

Two Locations to Serve You

Pleasanton 925-337-8063 Livermore 925-344-4776
4460 Black Avenue, Ste. F 1524 Holmes, Bldg. D

www.pleasantonhearingservices.com

Your local professionals, providing high-quality hearing
health care to the Tri-Valley area since 1986.

Which Darlene Crne did your Home Loan?

A “Preferred Lender” with Builders
and Real Estate Companies for over 37 Years.

925-699-4377

dcrane@opesadvisors.com

Darlene Crane, Real Estate Mortgage Advisor

OPE S ADVISORS

349 Main Street #202, Pleasanton, CA 94566
NMLS #30878 License #00907071

Shop Local

Good for
Good for the

Discover and enjoy the rich diversity of Pleasanton businesses at
ShopPleasanton.com, the new online guide to all local businesses
featuring listings, customer opinions, web links, photos, maps,
coupons, special deals, gift certificates, promotional event
listings and much more.

Good for

When you shop locally, good things happen
to make our community stronger:

- Sales tax dollars, which fund
schools and local services, stay in
the community.

+ You reduce your carbon footprint
by not driving outside the
community to shop.

«You help to sustain the unique and
diverse businesses that make our
shopping areas vibrant.

+ And when you shop at locally
owned businesses, you also
support our friends and neighbors
who are running these businesses,
donating to community events and
causes, hiring our kids and getting
involved in making Pleasanton a
better place.

« You show how much you value the
expertise of these businesses and
the quality service they offer their
customers.

Introducing

ShopPleasantonfcom|

Connecting local residents with local businesses

s
L ———— - '

For more information e-mail
info@ShopPleasanton.com
or call 925.600.0840

A community collaboration brought to you by

L/
Sl? Pleasanton :
Z = — ]
mseny  Weekly R EARAMTCI
CIMLERS X " n U
COMMERCE Print & Online
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Opinion

LETTERS

EDITORIAL

THE OPINION OF THE WEEKLY

Oppose the wars

Dear Editor,

As of the end of June this year,
the number of American military
killed in Irag/Afghanistan since
these wars began equals 6,514.
The number of American military
killed in Afghanistan so far this
year equals 164. The number of
Pleasantonians protesting these
wars at Junes Pleasantonians For
Peace protest equals three.

Ah, Pleasanton, the city that sup-
ports the troops but refuses to op-
pose the illegal, immoral, unethi-
cal and unnecessary wars that kill
the troops. Because of that refusal,
more troops will be killed. I'm
sorry. I'm ashamed. It is so easy to
end these wars, to save these lives,
but it takes more than three Pleas-
antonians.

Fred Norman

Let everyone bat

Dear Editor,

As one of those Little League
father-coaches, 1 joined with all
the coaches in our age group, and
we, together, changed the rules re
batting order, because of the Little
League’s official, really strict rules
about substitutions and batting. We
said everyone on the team bats in

order, whether on the field or not
yet, so that everyone has an equal
chance of batting.
We did it, and no one stopped
us.
W. Ron Sutton

Ladies say thanks

Dear Editor,

I want to give a Shout Out to
the Alameda County Fair for its
great support of Ladies’ Day at the
Races. We have been coming to the
Grandstand since 1992, in growing
numbers, allowing well over 500
women to have a fun day at the
races.

Over the past 21 years, the Fair
has done many things to make the
ladies feel special — displaying a
welcome to us on the sign board,
showing a video about our Ladies’
Day, and giving each of us special
Fair trinkets to take home. In the
last few years the Palm Pavilion has
let us reserve tables in their area so
we can continue to have fun, food
and refreshments after our day at
the races.

Thank you Alameda County Fair
for your recognition and support of
our Ladies’ Day. We truly appreci-
ate it.

Kay Huff

What’s your opinion?
Write a Letter to the Editor at Editor@Pleasanton-

Weekly.com or put your opinion on Town Square at
www.PleasantonWeekly.com. Letters must be 250

words or less.

.o
o Pleasanton Downtown News & Events

www. pleasantondowntown.net

JUNE 1 - AUGUST 31
FRIDAYS 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM

LIONS WAYSIDE PARK (CORNER OF FIRST & NEAL)

July Concert Line Up

July 6 — The Aerodynes
(lassic Rock Hits
SPONSOR - ACCUSPLIT

July 13 - The Houserockers

Rock & Soul
SPONSOR - WENTE VINEYARDS

PRESENTING SPONSOR:

@ HACIENDA
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School districts new strategic plan
reflects Pleasanton’s high values

“Planning is bringing the future into the present so that you
can do something about it.” These words by Alan Lakein, a
well-known author on personal time management, serves as
a prelude to the Pleasanton school district’s recently adopted
Strategic Plan. The plan serves as a guide for administrators
and teachers as they develop their academic goals, plan in-
struction, and determine what kind of support students need
so that they can reach their fullest potential.

School Superintendent Parvin Ahmadi and her colleagues
began the process of updating, revising and rewriting the district’s
strategic plan last October in a series of meetings with parents,
city, civic and business leaders. After much deliberation, the dis-
trict’s governing board agreed on several core beliefs, a vision and
a mission statement. Once a draft of the plan was in place, more
discussion meetings — or “listening campaigns,” as Ahmadi
called them — were held to seek further input from the commu-
nity. Again, educators met with many community groups, includ-
ing students and district staff, who shared with their expectations
of public education in preparing students for the 21st century.

Through the campaign, the district heard from constituents
about the critical importance of developing the “whole child”
as it continues to push for academic rigor and high academic
achievement. This requires a holistic view of 21st century teach-
ing and learning strategies that combine a discrete focus on
outcomes (a blending of specific skills, content knowledge, ex-
pertise and literacies) with multi-dimensional abilities, required
to survive in a global economy. After all, problem-solving, col-
laboration, cooperation, communication, creativity, organization,
technology fluency, self-direction and social responsibility will
be required of our students when they enter the workforce.

The key components of “strategic planning” include an
understanding of the school district’s vision, mission, values
and strategies. This is no different than in today’s highly com-
petitive business environment where old-style budget-oriented
planning methods are insufficient. Businesses, as well as school
districts, must engage in strategic planning that clearly defines
objectives and assesses both the internal and external situa-
tion to formulate strategy, implement the strategy, evaluate the
progress, and make adjustments as necessary to stay on track.

The Pleasanton districts new strategic plan addresses the next
five to 10 years. It promotes academic goals, instruction and
decisions being made in these very tough economic times, even
the physical environment at school sites to reflect long-term
goals. It also reflects the communitys high values in academic
achievement, calling for students to be empowered to think
critically, be engaged in the community, collaborate with others
and value diversity. We agree that in providing learning that is
innovative, irresistible, creative, relevant and rigorous, this solid,
community-created strategic plan will guide us in this quest. m

YOUR TURN

The Pleasanton Weekly encourages comments on our coverage or
issues of local interest.

Submit letters to the editor of up to 250 words and guest opinion
pieces up to 500 words with a short bio to editor@PleasantonWeekly.
com. Include your name, address and daytime phone number so we
can reach you. We reserve the right to edit contributions for length,
objectionable content, libel and factual errors known to us. Anony-
mous letters will generally not be accepted.

Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a
granting of permission to the Pleasanton Weekly and Embarcadero
Media to also publish it online, including in our online archives and
as a post on Town Square.

For more information contact Editor Jeb Bing at (925) 600-0840.
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Community

POLICE BULLETIN

Next door neighbor
businesses burglarized

Two adjacent businesses in the
6000 block of West Las Positas
Boulevard were burglarized when
a thief or thieves broke into one
store, then used a sledgehammer
to get through the wall into the
next store, according to police
reports.

The incident took place over-
night June 26 at Delatorres Res-
taurant, the first shop hit. An
undisclosed amount of cash was
stolen there. A hole was then
punched through to Vista Bottle,
a liquor store, with an undis-
closed amount of cash taken there
as well.

In other police reports:

e Police are investigating a fraud
involving a Pleasanton woman’s
debit card at the Bank of Amer-
ica. The woman, a resident of

the 5900 block of Bryce Canyon
Court, reported July 1 that four
charges had been made in her
name at Internet apparel mer-
chants. One was for $821.55,
another was for $806, a third was
for $614 at Singer22.com and a
fourth was for $1, a charge usu-
ally used to check if a credit card
is valid.

The woman spoke to a rep-
resentative at one of the online
firms and was told that the same
Internet address had been used
to order goods in different names
that day, and that none of the
merchandise ordered was actually
shipped.
 In a separate fraud reported at
11:59 a.m. July 2, a resident of
the 2500 block of Heatherlark
Circle reported that he purchased
a magazine subscription for $10
from a door-to-door solicitor; the

Pulse

check used for that purchase was
changed to $310 and cashed.

* A June 29 smash-and-grab bur-
glary at Caffinos in the 6700
block of Santa Rita Road netted
five 10-pound bags of coffee but
no cash. A window was broken in
the 4:30 a.m. incident.

e Jewelry was reported stolen
in two residential burglaries last
week.

In one, reported at about 2:57
p.m. on June 29, $2,500 in jew-
elry was stolen along with elec-
tronics from a home in the 4600
block of Herrin Way. Taken was a
$1,500 silver and diamond tennis
bracelet, $500 in miscellaneous
jewelry, a liquid silver necklace
valued at $300, and a $200 white
gold necklace with diamonds.
Also taken was camera equipment
valued at $700 and a $500 iPad.
Entry was gained though a garage
door.

In the other, also on June 29,
a front window was smashed at
a home in the 6400 block of Al-
vord Way. In that incident, which

By Glenn Wohltmann, gwohltmann@pleasantonweekly.com

occurred between 1 and 2 p.m.,
$1,000 platinum earrings were
stolen, along with a $500 ruby
necklace, a $200 silver bracelet
and a $50 coin.

* A June 27 burglary in the 3500
block of Kings Canyon Court net-
ted two laptop computers, worth
$650 and $350, a 47-inch TV val-
ued at $800, a $400 32-inch TV,
a $600 camera and lenses valued
at $300, a $200 video game con-
sole, a $160 video projector, and
a $100 hard drive. Also taken was
a wallet with $100 cash. Entry
was gained through an unlocked
garage door.

¢ A San Jose woman was arrested
July for the theft of a 1997 Ford
Explorer from that same city. April
Marie Carbone, 24, was taken
into custody near the intersection
of Bernal Avenue and Indepen-
dence Drive after police found the
SUV stopped and blocking a lane.
A registration showed it was reg-
istered in someone else’s name.

e A juvenile from Danville was
arrested June 29 for burglary and

possession of burglary tools in
the theft of about $50 in clothing.
The 17-year-old girl was carrying
a pair of scissors to cut tags and
a screwdriver to pry dye packs off
clothing.

e Two men were arrested June
28 in unrelated drug possession
cases.

A mother’s call to police after an
argument with her son led to the
arrest of Thomas Joseph Maurice,
19, of the 3900 block of Kern
Court for possession of meth-
amphetamines and paraphernalia
possession. Police received that
call at about 10:06 p.m.

A 10:28 p.m. call about a suspi-
cious person wandering around a
parking lot near East Bay BMW
in the 4300 block of Rosewood
Drive led to the arrest of Nicholas
Craig Thomason, 29, a transient,
for possession of methamphet-
amines and possession of metal
knuckles.

Under the law, those arrested
are considered innocent until
convicted.

POLICE REPORT

The Pleasanton Police Department made
the following information available.

June 27

Theft

m9:09 a.m. in the first block of
California Avenue; auto theft

m3:03 p.m. in the 500 block of
Main Street; two counts auto
theft

m3:15 p.m. in the 8500 block of
Clubhouse Drive; grand theft,
petty theft

m4:07 p.m. in the 800 block of
Madiera Drive; grand theft

Burglary

m9:14 a.m. in the 3500 block of
Kings Canyon Court

m9:28 a.m. in the 6000 block of W.
Las Positas Boulevard

m10:35 a.m. in the 6000 block of
W. Las Positas Boulevard

Vandalism

m7:22 a.m. in the 4500 block of
First Street

m10:52 a.m. in the 6000 block of
W. Las Positas Boulevard

Prank calls

m2:32 p.m. in the 1000 block of
Crellin Road

Drug violations

m4:28 p.m. in the 4500 block of
Rosewood Drive; possession of
a non-narcotic controlled sub-
stance

m6:08 p.m. in the 4300 block of
Railroad Avenue; possession of a
forged prescription

m10:23 p.m. in the 100 block of
Neal Street; paraphernalia pos-
session, curfew violation

m11:04 p.m. at the intersection
of Old Vineyard Avenue and
Vineyard Avenue; paraphernalia
possession

June 28
Theft

m12:47 p.m. in the 1700 block of
Santa Rita Road; identity theft,
misappropriation of property
m4:28 p.m. in the 400 block of St.
John Street; grand theft
Battery

m11:06 a.m. in the 6300 block of
W. Las Positas Boulevard

Drug/alcohol violations

m2:27 a.m. at the intersection of
Stanley Boulevard and Valley
Avenue; DUI

m2:57 a.m. in the 4300 block of
Rosewood Drive; possession of
a non-narcotic controlled sub-
stance, possession of a metal
knuckles

m1:58 p.m. in the 500 block of
Main Street; marijuana posses-
sion

m10:06 p.m. in the 3900 block of
Kern Court; possession of a non-
narcotic controlled substance,
paraphernalia possession

June 29

Burglary

m4:30 a.m. in the 6700 block of
Santa Rita Road

m2:57 p.m. in the 4600 block of
Herrin Way

m3:11 p.m. in the 6400 block of
Alvord Way

m5:18 p.m. in the 1000 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road; burglary,
possession of burglary tools

Battery

m7:22 p.m. in the 2700 block of
Laramie Gate Circle
Drug/alcohol violations

m12:28 a.m. at the intersection of
Abbie Street and Second Street;
public drunkenness

m3:53 p.m. at the intersection of
Stoneridge Drive and Denker
Drive; DUI

m8:17 p.m. in the 300 block of St.
Mary Street; public drunkenness,
battery

m10:27 p.m. in the 4400 block of
Clovewood Lane; under the influ-
ence of a controlled substance

June 30

Drug violations

m1:36 a.m. in the 4400 block of
Valley Avenue; possession of a
prescription in another’s name

m6:04 p.m. at the intersection of
Old Bernal Avenue and Peters
Avenue; possession of a prescrip-
tion in another’s name, posses-
sion of an open container of
alcohol

July 1
Theft
m10:45 a.m. in the 5900 block of

Bryce Canyon court; grand theft,
identity theft

m4:37 p.m. at the intersection of
Bernal Avenue and Independence
Drive; auto theft

Burglary

m3:18 p.m. in the 7900 block of
Stoneridge Drive

Drug/alcohol violations

m2:15 a.m. near the intersection of

Airway Boulevard and Interstate
580; DUI

m9:15 a.m. at the intersection of
Deodar Way and Stoneridge Mall
Road; driving with marijuana

July 2
Forgery

m11:59 a.m. in the 2500 block of
Heatherlark Circle

Vandalism

m9:15 a.m. at the intersection of
W. Las Positas Boulevard and
Muirwood Drive

Public drunkenness

m6:40 a.m. in the 2500 block of
Stanley Boulevard

WEEKLY MEETING NOTICES

Planning Commission

e City of Pleasanton

Road (PUD-92).

Wednesday, July 11, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

Application to establish site development standards and design
guidelines for nine sites located at: (1) Dublin/Pleasanton
BART station site, 5835 and 5859 Owens Drive; (2) 5758 and
5850 West Las Positas Boulevard; (3) 5725 West Las Positas
Boulevard; (4) 4452 Rosewood Drive; (5) 1600 Valley Avenue;
(6) 3150 Bernal Avenue; (7) 5990 Stoneridge Mall Road; (8)
1008-2481 Stoneridge Mall Road; and (9) 5620 Stoneridge Mall

¢ P11-0053, Dan Suva/U-Haul Pleasanton

Suite B.

Builders, Inc.)

common area paroel.

of July:
e |ibrary Commission

e Youth Commission

Application for a Conditional Use Permit to operate an
automobile rental business at 3657 Old Santa Rita Road,

¢ Tract 7968, Robert Molinaro & David DiDonato (Donato
Application for a Vesting Tentative Subdivision Map to

subdivide an approximately 1.17 acre site located at 4174
and 4189 Stanley Boulevard into 13 residential lots and one

The following meetings have been cancelled for the month

e Parks & Recreation Commissin
e City/PUSD Liaison Committee

e Historic Preservation Task Force

ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
AND PUBLIC COMMENT IS WELCOME

The above represents a sampling of upcoming meeting items.
For complete information, please visit

www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/community/calendar
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TO ACT AS'STEWARDS

OF THE LAND

STORY AND PHOTOS

/BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

Tim Koopmann is in his element roaming his ranch, the 850
acres of hills off the freeway just south of Pleasanton.

“My grandfather bought this land in 1918,” Koopmann said.
“We've been adapting, changing, making it work. My children
and [ are the first to have to hold outside jobs.”

Koopmann, 59, is a Watershed Resource Specialist with the
city of San Francisco Water Department, and daughter Carrie
and son Clayton also work in related fields although they keep
cattle at the family ranch.

He noted that things were tough after a winter with scant
rains; he had to buy feed for his herd of 150 cattle. He also had
to make decisions about selling off young cattle to be raised to
maturity at other ranches.

Tim and Melinda Koopmann welcomed 100 visitors to their
ranch in the spring for a barbecue lunch in the barn, where a
sign hangs stating: “Every day is Earth Day on my ranch.”

The visitors then piled into 12 vehicles to travel the rough
ranch roads and view Koopmann’s conservation projects, which
earned him the 2011 California Leopold Conservation Award.

Tim Koopmann stood on the green hillside and pointed out
the murky pond in the distance, which he said formed in an
indentation resulting from the 1906 earthquake.

“This pond is unsightly by most standards — theres no
emerging vegetation or canopy cover,” he said.

But it’s perfect for salamanders, he explained. Their preda-
tors — bullfrogs and bats — can't see them through the dense
water.

Ranchers and conservation groups are increasingly building
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relationships as those protecting natural resources recognize
that ranchers have long been stewards of the earth.

“I'm here to let the general public know that farmers and
ranchers are conservationists,” Kevin Kiley, director of commu-
nications and outreach for Sand County Foundation, told the
lunch guests. “The folks in this barn are testament.”

He traveled from Madison, Wisc., where Sand County works
on the exchange of ideas among environmentalists,

Ed Burton, a California State Conservationist with the USDA
Natural Resources Conservation Service, was on the panel that
chose the winners of the 2011 California Leopold Conservation
Award.

“There are so many ranchers and families in California that
are excellent stewards of the land. It was really hard to judge,”
Burton said. “Our mission is to help people help the land —
they can make money and be in harmony with the land.”

“These efforts are more important than ever now,” he added.
“The population in California is 37 million, and by 2050 has the
potential to be 60 million.”

Dr. Lynn Huntsinger, professor of Rangeland Ecology and
Management at UC Berkeley, noted that Tim and Melinda Koop-
mann are great educational partners.

“They’ve met with students and hosted them,” she said. “Stu-
dents have no idea what goes on here. Both of them have made
the trek onto the Berkeley campus to teach them.”

She explained that the Koopmann ranch is an annual grass-
land, which grows from seed every year.

“Grazing is an important conservation tool, and grazing

Rancher
cattle gre
via a roc
conserve

doesn’t happen in a vacuum,” Huntsinger said. “You don't have
cows helicoptered in, they have to be husbanded — you need
a ranching community. Ranchers like this help preserve natural
landscape.”

“The stewardship effort was ingrained in me by my father and
grandfather,” Tim Koopmann said. “It's a work ethic.”

“I love the land,” he added. “We’ve treated it generation after
generation the way its meant to be treated.”
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Tim Koopmann was presented the 2011 California Leopold Conservation Award for his effective land management practices and his talent for building partnerships to tackle environmental issues. Clockwise from left,
ze near a pond, formed when the land dropped in the 1906 earthquake, that is a perfect habitat for the endangered California tiger salamander; Koopmann is especially proud of this large pond, which is spring-fed
-armored spillway, next to a huge home built on property he sold to help pay his estate tax bill; Koopmann talks to folks on a recent tour about his conservation practices; a Hereford checks out visitors; Koopmann
d 107 acres in perpetuity in an easement adjacent to Pleasanton’s Callippe Preserve Golf Course.

¢Crazing is an important
conservation tool, and grazing
doesn’t happen in a vacuum.
You don’t have cows helicoptered
in, they have to be husbanded —
you need a ranching community.”

— Dr. Lynn Huntsinger, professor of Rangeland Ecology
and Management at UC Berkeley

He noted that he owes a debt to conservationists because
thanks to the endangered California tiger salamander he was
able to sell easements to parcels of his land that is their natural
habitat and pay off a huge tax bill.

After his grandfather died in 1968, a federal tax liability
of $125,000 had been the impetus for Koopmann to leave
the ranch to earn a degree and begin teaching. He made it
back to the ranch after almost 10 years, hoping he was better

equipped to deal with death taxes.

But when his parents, Herman Jr. and Tillyann, died in the
early ‘90s, Koopmann found that he owed $747,000 to the fed-
eral and state governments.

“It took 14 years to pay off,” Koopmann said.

He sold some of his land, which has been developed into
ranchettes off Highway 84, and other parcels to owners who
built large homes, one with a helipad that he used to commute
to Silicon Valley for awhile.

Then Koopmann sold two easements, funded by the city
of Pleasanton, the California Department of Fish and Game,
and a local developer to satisfy mitigation requirements.
Koopmann is being paid to preserve the habitats in perpe-
tuity.

One is the salamander pond on a 30-acre site.

“The California Tiger Salamander — that’s the most lucrative
livestock,” Koopmann said with a laugh.

The other is a 107-acre easement on the border with Pleasan-
ton’s Callippe Preserve Golf Course, which satisfied the environ-
mental needs for that development in 2005.

At first the easement was fenced off to encourage wild flow-
ers, especially violas, to grow, Koopmann recalled.

“None grew there although they were growing on my
land,” Koopmann said. “The land needed grazing, it needed
management.”

Now a gate allows his cattle to graze the easement, and the
wildflowers bloom on the edge of the golf course.

The Koopmann ranch also has 75 bird boxes on the property,

erected by Irv Tiesen of the Ohlone Audubon Society as part of
its recovery program.

The placement of the boxes took some experimentation,
Koopmann recalled. At first they were placed too low and a
bobcat got into all of them.

Koopmann also developed a watershed management plan
recognized throughout the state and even the world, accord-
ing to Alex Karolyi of Sustainable Conservation. Solar-powered
pumps draw from a spring for reliable water for the cattle and
wildlife at three pastures.

Tim Koopmann was one of the foremost voices in the Cali-
fornia Cattlemen’s Association and has come to have a lead-
ing role in the California Rangeland Trust as he combines his
stewardship of the land with actively preserving endangered
habitats.

The 30-acre easement to save the salamander was one of
the first mitigation deals arranged by the California Rangeland
Trust. The preserved habitat on the Koopmann ranch also less-
ens the value of the land, thereby lowering future tax bills.

“Some people talk about conservation, species protection,
and sustainable agriculture. Tim Koopmann gets it done,”
Paul Banke of the Alameda County Resource Conservation
District said in a letter that recommended Koopmann for
the 2011 California Leopold Conservation Award. “He has
shown all of us that the environmental community and
ranchers can work together and achieve good things.”

“Every rancher I see is a steward of the land,” Koopmann said
as he acknowledged his award. “I'm not special in any way.” ®
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Submit a memorial (including photos and video), search recent
obituaries and write a remembrance through Pleasanton Weekly’s
obituary directory at PleasantonWeekly.com/obituaries

OBITUARIES

Barbara Alice Burton

A memorial service for Barbara Alice
Burton, who passed away February 17,
2012, will be held
at 3 p.m., Sunday,
July 15 at Trinity
Lutheran Church,
1225 Hopyard
Rd., Pleasanton.
Friends and fam-
ily are invited to
come  together
and share in cel-
ebration of her
life.

Alexander Woodruff

Alexander
Woodruff died
of a heart at-
tack on June 7th
in San Francisco
at the age of 24.
Alex moved to
Pleasanton from
Thousand Oaks
in 2000 with his
family, and was a
2006 graduate of Village High School.
He was born in 1987. Alex is survived
by his parents, his sister Claudine,
brother Scot, nieces and nephews,
Kate, Wil, Charlie, Chloe, Harrison
and Bennett. Donations in his memo-
ry will be welcome at mccsf.org.

Sage Lenhart Pattie

Sometimes sorrow comes unexpect-
edly.

In the midst of a valiant fight
against cancer, Pleasanton psycho-
therapist Sage Lenhart Pattie passed
away peacefully in her sleep on May
11, 2012 as a result of complications
from the treatment in her battle with
colon cancer.

Sage loved life
to its fullest and
embraced life with
gusto even amidst
the most difficult
of times. Her joy,
ready laugh, and
deep empathy will
be missed by all
who crossed her
path.

She was a licensed Marriage and
Family Therapist in private practice
in Pleasanton. She was widely known
and appreciated for applying her
practical therapy techniques along
with discerning listening skills to help
change lives. People often expressed
appreciation for the gentle humor she
brought to her work. She had planned
to bring to her practice the unique
skills developed in recent studies with
Cathryn Clerc at Hippocrene Springs
fi integrating horses as partners in the
therapeutic process.

Sage was born in Palo Alto and was
a graduate of Palo Alto High School.

During this time she was active in
both Girl Scouts and Sea Scouts. Sage
received her B.S. degree in Nutrition
from Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo. After
moving to Southern California, she
completed her M.A. degree in Psychol-
ogy from Fuller Graduate School of
Psychology in Pasadena.

She began her career as a Nutri-
tion Education Specialist and later
served as a Public Health Nutrition-
ist, working for such organizations
as Los Ninos, Santa Barbara Family
Care Center, Head Start, WIC, Santa
Barbara Health Department, and
guest lecturing at Santa Barbara City
College.

Upon her move to Pasadena for
graduate studies, she was invited to
join the professional team of La Vie
Counseling Center. There she served
as a Nutrition Therapist and helped
clients with eating disorders as well as
other nutrition related problems.

During her graduate studies she
began working with individuals, chil-
dren, and families at the prestigious
Glen Roberts Child Guidance Center
in Glendale, California. She later
founded Passages Family Therapy
Center, a counseling outreach that
offered psychotherapy to individuals
and families.

Upon graduation she was appoint-
ed Program Director for the Wellness
Community of Pasadena, a compre-
hensive psychosocial support treat-
ment center for cancer patients and

PAID OBITUARIES

their families. She was responsible for
the planning and implementation of
a variety of community, educational,
and social events serving a client base
of over 200 people. She facilitated
multiple weekly support groups for
cancer patients and their families.

Sage is survived by her husband of
32 years, Steven Pattie of Pleasan-
ton, and sons Nathan Norris Pattie
of Honolulu and Lucas Ohio Pattie
of Martinez; her mother, Gracella
(Gee Gee) Anderson Lenhart of Palo
Alto, as well as siblings Bill Lenhart
of Riggins, Idaho, Laurie iLoui En-
gelhardt of Boise, Idaho, and Russ
Lenhart of Railroad Flat, California;
and her parents-in-law Frank and
Mary Jane Pattie of Gilroy, and sis-
ter-in-law Linda Pattie of Columbia,
Missouri. Preceding her in death was
her father James (Ted) Lenhart. She
was blessed to have many friends,
professional colleagues, aunts, un-
cles and cousins, all of whom will
miss her deeply.

A celebration of her life is planned
in her honor on Saturday, July 21, at
4:00 P.M., at the family farm in the
Santa Cruz Mountains, ten miles west
of Gilroy.

In lieu of flowers, friends and others
who shared her vision and supported
her mission in life will be invited to
contribute to the Sage Pattie Founda-
tion, which the family is planning to
establish. For more information, write
to stevenpattie@hotmail.com.

community.
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Culinary journalist finds
deep-fried adventure
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Top: Juicy’s Outlaw Grill offers Outlaw Burg-
ers and other very large meaty treats but also
has a funnel cake trailer. Left: Roger Santos
from San Jose eats deep-fried watermelon

at Cardinalis while giving a ride to his son
Lucas. Above: Deep-fried fruity pebbles on a
stick, available at the Sweet Cheeks trailer, is
the hot food item at the Fair this year.

[ife

WHAT’S HAPPENING AROUND THE VALLEY — MUSIC, THEATER, ART, MOVIES AND MORE

PEOPLE AND LIFESTYLES
IN OUR COMMUNITY

story and photos by DEBORAH GROSSMAN

uring an Italian winemak-
Der dinner in late June, I

knocked down a “raviolo”
at an elegant restaurant in San
Francisco. This singular ravioli was
filled with “dry-farmed, organic
Comic pears and truffled foie gras.”
I heard the vintner describe Gavi,
a white wine from Piedmont, hith-
erto unknown to me, which fit my
next writing assignment.

But I was distracted. 1 wanted
fois gras ravioli rather than raviolo.
In a few days the law to ban foie
gras in California would become
effective, and I wanted to savor this
taste. Since my mission as a food
and drink journalist is to explore
gastronomy here and abroad, I day-
dreamed about reuniting with this
delicious, cholesterolly-incorrect
treat in Italy.

The next day I reached into our
refrigerator groaning under bags
of berries, salad and tofu from
the farmers market to resume my
normal home healthy menu. But I
was soon sidetracked by marketing
messages about “Food, Fun and
Family” at the Alameda County
Fair in Pleasanton.

I abandoned the desk, slipped
into flip flops and cooked up a plan
for culinary adventure at the Fair.
I would hunt down new, creative
deep-fried grub, validate rumors
about gourmet pizza and discover
secret menu items.

Speaking of grub, I had read
about chocolate-covered crick-
ets in the pre-event literature. 1
learned that Jungle George and
his exotic treats cancelled this
year, but I figured there would be
plenty of food booths squeezed
between fair activities, carnival
rides and contests.

In the spirit of dipping into
deep-fried foods while genuinely
hungry, I headed straight to the
Sweet Cheeks trailer. An alumna

from fair food shows on the
Food Network and Travel
Channel, owner Jac-
queline Bradbury
confirmed  that
deep-fried fruity
pebbles on a stick
is the “it” item this
year.

I liked the con-
trast between the color-
ful, crunchy cereal and the
smooth and not-over-the-top
breading. But I preferred the deep-
fried red velvet cake — T'll take my

cream cheese icing in any form.

Bradbury shared some fun fair
wisdom: “What you eat at the Fair
stays at the Fair.”

I asked her if she meant indulg-
ing in Pleasanton is like being
naughty in Las Vegas. She laughed
and explained that you walk the
calories off at the Fair.

Next up, an investigation into

the “gourmet” aspect of Cardinali
Wood Fire Pizza and Grill. Here’s
a rare pizza vendor who lists the
name of his cheese company on
the ingredients, makes his sauce
daily, and uses a unique, wood-
fired pizza oven. 1 watched Fair
employees line up — a tip that this
place might be a keeper.

The large, thin-crust Margherita
pizza with fresh ingredients —
mozzarella, tomatoes, basil and
garlic — tasted like upscale res-
taurant fare and compared favor-
ably in price at $18. For the meat
pizza, Cardinali grills fresh sau-
sage rather than purchasing frozen
crumbles.

Cardinali is new to Pleasanton’s
Fair. He noticed the strong lineup
of ethnic food from Thai to Chinese
and Mexican. What also struck
him was the gourmet tooth of his
customers.

“I've sold more whole Margherita
pizzas here than anywhere,” said
Cardinali.

I saved room for a triangu-
lar slice of Cardinali’s new, deep-
fried watermelon and my favorite,
deep-fried, upside-down pineap-
ple “cake” with a secret, light bat-
ter of five different flours.

As 1 finished the sweets, Car-
dinali shared the “secret” vegetar-
ian menu: Simply ask for a veggie
sandwich or pizza. Vegetarians can
find grilled corn in the Fairs BBQ
Country Corral.

The overhead sign at Juicy’s reads,
“World’s Largest Outlaw Grill.” Last
year at the Fair, Juicy’s broke the
world record for the largest com-
mercially available hamburger with
trimmings weighing 777 pounds.
On my second visit to the Fair, 1
demolished a measly, half-pound
Outlaw Burger, which quashed my
desire to eat for a week.

Thinking Juicys was all about
meat, | was surprised to see Juicy’s
funnel cake trailer. Who could eat
the best-selling funnel cake with
fresh strawberries, ice cream and
whipped cream after that burger,
Cowabunga corn dog or turkey
leg?

OK, so I had a bite of the va-
nilla ice cream version. It was
hot and sweet with a slightly tart
hit from fresh strawberry slices.
Other vendors tout real strawber-
ries, but I saw those limp pieces
submerged in sweetened straw-
berry syrup.

I also discovered that, improb-
ably, Juicys is a secret spot for
romance. Manager Benny Telles
shared his secret.

“Ask for the whipped cream in
a heart shape. Mostly guys do this
after dark to be ‘smooth’ and to get
some brownie points,” Telles said.

The Fair, after all, is a mix of
food and fun. From free concerts

See FAIR GRUB on Page 16
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

FONTINA
Reistorarte

THE TASTE OF ITALY IN BAY AREA

Celebrate
Summer
at
Fontina's!

925.462.9299
349 MAIN ST.,
DOWNTOWN PLEASANTON
WWW.FONTINAS.COM

Sizzling

FAIR GRUB

Continued from Page 15

with big names like the Tempta-
tions, to live horse racing, the BBQ
Ribs-Chicken Cook-off and Gumbo
Contest, this weekend is filled with
action.

I also paid my annual homage
to the All-Alaskan Pig Racing. This
year 1 felt special kinship with the
stars, especially 12-week-old Soapy
Smith who will soon outgrow piglet
status. Unlike most of us fair-goers,
Soapy eats a wholesome mix of
corn, grains and nutrients. But his
feed is coated in a molasses glaze to
pump up his appetite.

a turkey leg from Juicy’s Outlaw Grill.

“These pigs are athletes,” owner
Donald Noll explained.

Strolling to the exit in a food
haze, 1 spied Colossal Italian Ge-
lato and experienced an unexpected
farm-to-table moment. Owner Matt
Hoguin extolled the virtue of local
produce in his preservative-free,
creamy {ruit creations with cherries
from Brentwood and strawberries
from Livermore.

Miraculously I found room for a
spoonful of peach and champagne
gelato.

If only I could get my hands on a
foie gras raviolo, this refreshing des-
sert would be the perfect ending to
my fantasy Italian dinner. m

Far left: Sweet Cheeks makes an art out of deep-frying desserts. Bill Stone from
Burlington, Wis., who was visiting family in Oakland, gets ready to chow down on

Summer

Soecials

wpd 77
Special

Buy 1, get 1 half Senind s
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off with urohase | BREAKFAST & LUNCH
of 2 beverages * Patio Dining

e Team Banquet Area
* Rehearsal Dinners
* Catering Services

Purchase one meal at
regular price, receive
2nd meal of equal or
lesser value half off...

with purchase of 2 Voted Best Diner/
beverages. Dine in only. Coffee Shop
Cannot be combined ey,
with any other offer. BE§TOF
Expires July 31, 2012. PLEASANTON

| 2007 _

484-0789

RISTORANTE
ITALIAN - CUISINE ,‘*

Superb Quality at Affordable Pr'ilces

Over 11 Seafood Specialty Entrees
Vegetarian Dishes - Lunch Specials

Early Bird Limited Special

Dinner for Two $36.%

Choice of two salads,
two entrees and a dessert

484-3877

o
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Early Dinner Special

(Served from 4-6 daily)
Any Large Two-Topping Pizza and a Pitcher of Soda
for only $25.00 (pius 1)

Additional Toppings Available o Dine-In Only

Italian Style
Spaghetti & Ravioli

\
‘.i'

201 Main Street, Downtown Pleasanton

Open 7 days a week, 7am-2pm
See our online coupon...www.vicsallstar.com

436 MAIN ST, DOWNTOWN PLEASANTON

WWW.CHIANTISRISTORANTE.COM
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 11:30 AM - 9:00 PM

GAY NI
& PITLA Lo,

Lunches ° Dinners ¢ Beers on Tap ¢ Orders to Go

288 Main Street * 846-2520
www.gayninetiespizza.com

— Open 7 Days —
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‘ wnn. THE EuPHORIA OF FINE ITALIAN FOOD.”
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2010 _
‘I‘F:::‘L{ 'E:I E1Y ﬁ jj:-:l Best Italian
PAINTERTAINMENT R e KA =
YOUR LOCAL . —
PAINTING STUDIO Relieve Stress Join us for a memorable
Reboot Energy night at La Vite with
The Italian Tenor —
Date Out Posquale Esposito

Fun Gathering

Create Your Own
Meaningful Gift

Fundraising
Programs

(925) 425-0925
205 MAIN ST, 2ND FL, DOWNTOWN PLEASANTON

Performing Thursday,
July 26th from
7:00 to 9:00 PM
Buffet dinner will be served.
Price $25.00 per guest.
Reservations requested.
—

3037-G Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton
(At Valley Ave in Hopyard Village)

925-485-4500

www.LaViteRestaurant.com



ON THE TOWN

Eddie Papa’s American
Hangout

4889 Hopyard Road,
Pleasanton, 469-6266. Winner
of The Pleasanton Weekly's
Reader Choice Awards for “Best
American Food Restaurant” and
"Best Meal under $20," Eddie
Papa’s American Hangout cel-
ebrates the regional food and
beverage cultures of America.
Bring the whole family to enjoy
iconic dishes from across the
United States, Old World
Hospitality, and hand crafted

artisan cocktails.

www.eddiepapas.com.

BARBECUE
Red Smoke Grill

4501 Hopyard Road,
Pleasanton, /34-0307. Home of
the Tri Tip and Blue, Red Smoke
Grill was Voted Reader's Choice
Best 2006, 2007, 2008, 2010
and 2011. Dine in or take out
rotisserie chicken, ribs, prawns,
salads and tri fip, or pulled pork
sandwiches. Relax with a

beer or a bottle of wine.

Visit www.redsmokegrill.com.

OFF

Any purchase of $30 or

ON THE TOWN @ CALENDAR

Class Reunions

AMADOR CLASS OF ‘67 REUNION
The Amador Class of 1967 is hold-
ing its 45th Reunion, a three-day
event. Friday, Sept 7, will be a golf
tournament in the morning, pizza
party in the evening; Saturday, Sept
8, will be a dinner dance at the San
Ramon Marriott; Sunday, Sept 9,
will be a brunch. Sept. 7-9 from

6 p.m.-midnight $80 per person
for Saturday Marriott Hotel, 2600
Bishop Dr., San Ramon. 829-0805.

AMADOR HIGH CLAss OF 1982
REUNION The Amador Valley High
Class of 1982 will be holding its
30-year reunion from 6-10 p.m.,
Saturday, July 21, at the Mitchell
Katz Winery, 1188 Vineyard Ave.,
Pleasanton. Tickets are $85, on sale
at www.amadorvalleyhsclassof82.

Sizzling Summeor
Soecials

V@e/% Ri

myevent.com. Call 548-9931 or
email Patrickkraft@comcast.net.

AMADOR VALLEY CLASS OF 1977
Amador Valley High’s class of 1977
is celebrating its 35th year reunion.
For additional details, contact
Elaine Eiden at elaine@caldsl.net or
Wayne Singleton at singletonpvf@
sbcglobal.net. Saturday, Sept. 8
from 6-10 p.m. $65 per person.
Beeb’s Sports Bar, 915 Clubhouse
Dr., Livermore.

Classes

ComPUTER TUTORING Need help
with downloading E-books from the
library to your E-Reader, sending
e-mail attachments, social network-
ing, blogging, general Internet ques-
tions? Drop-in classes are from 6-8
p-m. Thursdays at the Pleasanton

Public Library, 400 Old Bernal Ave.
Call Mary Luskin at 931-3400, ext.
7. Free and open to all.

Clubs

TRriI-VALLEY DIvE CLUB MEETING
Monthly meetings are from 7-9
p-m., the second Wednesday of
every month. Meetings are held at
Dive N Trips, 1032 Serpentine Ln.
Guest speakers provide exciting
topics on diving. For further infor-
mation, call 462-7234 or visit www.
diventrips.com.

TRI-VALLEY REPUBLICAN WOMEN
FEDERATED DINNER Tri-Valley
Republican Women Federated is
offering filmmaker Ray Griggs’
documentary of two versions of the
American dream in the movie, “I
Want Your Money,” at 6:30 p.m.,

dg Ris

great desls everydayl
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Save 40% - 80%
OFF Brand Names!

more. Dinner only-Dine
in or take out. Excludes
“Specials”. Exp. 8/2/12.
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' e Catering* *
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Summer Specials

SALE! Bonded Leather 3 Piece Living Room Set

Dual recliner sofa, dual recliner love seat and recliner chair

With this coupon.
Not valid with any other offer. /
Expires 8-15-12 Expires 8-15-12

www.angelrelaxcenter.co

60 Minute i 30 Minute
Body Massage i Foot Massage
o $14.9
$39_99 EE 1 Hour Foot'Massage
(Reg. $48) i i Only$19%

7206 Regional St., Dublin 925.560.0888

OPEN: 7 DAYS—10AM-10PM
Walk-Ins Welcome

Includes Head, Neck, Shoulders,
Arms & Feet. With this coupon.
Not valid with any other offer.

Dimensions:

Dual Recliner Sofa:
Length- 89”, Depth- 39
Height- 41”7 $749.00

Dual Recliner Love Seat:
Length- 66", Depth- 39",
Height- 41" $699.00
Recliner Chair:
Length- 43”, Height- 41”
$499.00

$25 oFF

Any purchase over $150

m

i

Quantities limited. No rain checks.

Valid until August 9, 2012.
May not be used with other offers. Sale & clearance
items do not qualify. Coupons may only be used for
future purchases. PW-0706

www.rickspicks.biz

Danville « 375 Hartz Avenue » 925.837.DEAL (3325)

Acupuncture available by appointment

SALON TERRA BELLA

Custom Sunless
Tanning!
Make your appointment today!

BL

925.485.4946

A Bumble and Bumble
Network Salon

101 East Vineyard Ave., Suite 123
Salon-TerraBella.com

Conveniently located in the
Campo di Bocce retail center in Livermore

To advertise here,
contact the advertising
department at

Pleasanton ¢ 719 Main Street « 925.426.SAVE (7283)

BEHIND ON YOUR STROKES?

(For men over 50)
Increase Your Stroke Count Naturally.

Bay Area: 510.663.8106
408.600.1763

)
e N

.,"j Numbiya Aziz MHS/CMT
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ON THE TOWN @ CALENDAR

Thursday, July 12, at Cattlemens
Restaurant, 2882 Kitty Hawk Rd.,
Livermore. Dinners are $22. For
movie and dinner reservations, call
Phyllis Couper at 462-4931 or email
coupclan1962@pacbell.net. A reser-
vation made is a reservation paid.

Concerts

CONCERTS IN THE PARK Pleasanton
Downtown Association presents
live concerts throughout the sum-
mer from 7-8:30 p.m. Fridays at
Lions Wayside Park at the corner of
First and Neal streets. Enjoy Classic
Rock Hits by The Aerodynes on July
6 then come back July 13 for Rock
& Soul by The Houserockers. Visit
www.pleasantondowntown.net.

THE HoT FRITTATAS The Hot
Frittatas, fiddle, mandolin, accor-
dion, guitar and cello, will play
their international cafe music —
Italian, French, Mexican, Brazilian
— at 2 p.m., Sunday, July 15, at the
Pleasanton Public Library, 400 Old
Bernal Ave. The program is free and
open to all. Call 931-4305.

Events

EVERYTHING POETRY Poet
Laureate, Cynthia Bryant, will host
“Everything Poetry” in two parts
with “Second Saturday Soup”
from 10 a.m.-noon, on the sec-
ond Saturday of every month, at
the Firehouse Arts Center, 4444
Railroad Ave.; and “Third Tuesday
Trope” from 7-9 p.m., on the third
Tuesday of every month, at Towne
Center Books, 555 Main St. E-mail
Cynthia at pleasantonpoetry@
ci.pleasanton.ca.us.

FARMERS MARKET Visit the
Pleasanton Farmers Market from 9
a.m.-1 p.m. every Saturday, on East
Angela Street between Main and First
streets. The Farmers Market is open
every Saturday, year-round, rain or
shine, to provide the season’s fresh-
est fruits and vegetables, sold by the
very farmers that planted, nurtured
and harvested the crop.

FAsT & FuRrious FESTIVAL The event
is an all-day wellness and lifestyle
festival designed to bring the world
of cycling and running together in
one place while highlighting the
charm of downtown. Proceeds
from the event will be donated to
ALS TDI. Sunday, Aug. 5 from 8
a.m.-8 p.m. Free festival admission
Fast & Furious Festival, 830 Main
St., Pleasanton. 407-3130. www.
fastandfuriouspleasanton.com

FIRST WEDNESDAY’S STREET FAIR
First Wednesday will take place
from 6-9 p.m., Wednesday, July
11, in downtown Pleasanton. For
more information, contact the
Pleasanton Downtown Association
at 484-2199 or visit www.pleasan-
tondowntown.net.

LADIES OF TRI-VALLEY... TIME

For FuN! Come for the fun of
meeting and chatting with other
women at GNON (Girls Night Out
Networking). Make new friends
while networking and enjoying
great food and drinks. RSVP to
gnoners@gmail.com by July 23.
Wednesday, July 25 from 5-8 p.m.
$10/members & $15/non-members
HealthSpring Chiropractic, 5673
W. Las Positas Blvd, Suite 215,
Pleasanton. 487-4748. www.gnon-
trivalley.com

IN THE SPOTLIGHT

Public Eye to be
featured this
Wednesday

This month’s First Wednesday Street Party
will be held from 6-9 p.m., Wednesday, July
11, due to the Fourth of July holiday falling
on the first Wednesday of July, with Public
Eye performing. First Wednesday is put on by
the Pleasanton Downtown Association from
May-September.

NARFE TRI-VALLEY CHAPTER 397
Federal Employees and Retires are
invited for food, fun and a chance
for prizes. Hotdogs cooked in

beer will be the specialty when the
Tri-Valley Chapter 397 (formally
Livermore) of the National Active
and Retired Federal Employees
(NARFE) Association hosts its
annual picnic, silent auction and
bingo party at noon, Thursday,
July 12, at Farm Bureau Building,
638 Enos Way, Livermore. No cost
or obligation to prospective mem-
ber guests to attend the picnic.
Members, call Vivian at 922-0667
for arrangements to bring a dish to
share. For more information, call
Gary at 373-6758 or email pack-
rat49er@netscape.net.

RABBIT ADOPTION The event is at
the East Bay SPCA in Dublin with
adoptable bunnies from six differ-
ent rescue groups from all over the
Bay Area. Rabbit experts will be

on hand. Bring your rabbit for a
free nail trim, or to find him/her a
bunny friend. Saturday, July 7 from
11 a.m.-3 p.m. Free East Bay SPCA,
Tri-Valley Adoption Center, 4651
Gleason Dr., Dublin. 415-994-
6876. www.harvesthomesanctuary.
org

REeLAY For LiFe 2012 American
Cancer Society’s 24-hour Relay
for Life! is from 10 a.m.-10 a.m.,
Saturday, July 21 through Sunday,
July 22, at Pleasanton Middle
School track, 5001 Case Ave.,
Pleasanton. First lap is for can-
cer survivors. Special Luminary
Ceremony at 9 p.m. honoring
cancer survivors and in memory of
those who have lost their battle.
Survivors, call Sue at 200-1328.

Film

Movies IN THE PARK You are invit-
ed to enjoy a free movie at dusk,
Thursday, July 12, at Amador Valley
Community Park, 4301 Black Ave.,
Pleasanton. “Kung Fu Panda 2” is
playing, the sequel to the popular
“Kung Fu Panda” film featuring
loveable Po and friends with voices
by Jack Black, Angelina Jolie and
Gary Oldman. Film is rated PG.
Seating will be cordoned off in sec-
tions with blanket seating in the
front, low-back chairs in the center,
and camp chairs and other higher
positioned seating in the rear, to
accommodate the best viewing.
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Fundraisers

PICNIC AND OPERA IN A VINEYARD
Enjoy a relaxed summer evening of
classic opera and wine to benefit
Livermore Valley Opera, in a relaxed
setting among the vines from 5-8
p-m., Sunday, July 15, at Retzlaff
Vineyards, 1356 S. Livermore Ave.,
Livermore. Tickets are $30 through
July 9, then $35. Bring your own
picnic dinner or purchase artisan
pizzas and salads from Soleil Wood
Fired Pizza, as well as organically
made Retzlaff wines. Guests will
also be able to purchase songs
from a “menu of arias” for the four
renowned opera singers to per-
form. Call 960-9210 or visit www.
livermorevalleyopera.com.

TEeAM IN TRAINING INFORMATION
MEETING Join The Leukemia &
Lymphoma Society’s Team in
Training and become a part of

the TEAM that runs, walks, cycles
and swims to save lives. With over
2,300 certified coaches they’ll

get you ready for a full or half
marathon, century ride, or triathlon
while you raise funds to beat can-
cer. Tuesday, July 10 at 6:30 p.m.
Pleasanton Middle School, 5001
Case Ave., Pleasanton. 800-78-
TRAIN. www.Teamintraining.org/sf

Kids & Teens

M.O.M.’s READING TIME
Preschoolers and their parents

are invited to meet from 10-11
a.m. the second Wednesday of the
month at Museum On Main, 603
Main St. Museum On Main intro-
duces your preschooler to books
and activities about the unique
people, places, and events in our
community. Call 462-2766 or visit
www.museumonmain.org.

Live Music

‘HAIRSPRAY: THE BROADWAY
MusicaL’ Wake up to 1962
Baltimore, where the only thing
bigger than “The Corny Collins
Show” is the big hair and big tal-
ent of our plus-size teens heroine,
Tracy Turnbald. Join her as she
follows her quest for love, stardom
and social equality, all without
mussing her hair. The Pacific Coast
Repertory Theatre’s actors present
a sneak peek — a scene and a song
or two from the musical — and

a free dance lesson. The event is

at 2 p.m., Sunday, July 8 at the

Pleasanton Public Library, 400 Old
Bernal Ave., Pleasanton. The pro-
gram is free and open to all. Call
931-3405.

On Stage

FREE SHAKESPEARE IN THE PARK:
‘HENRY V’ The city of Pleasanton
presents the San Francisco
Shakespeare Festival’s 30th season
of Free Shakespeare in the Park

with its production of “Henry V” at
7:30 p.m., Saturday and Sundays,
June 30-July 15, at Amador Valley
Community Park, 4301 Black Ave.
Admission is free; everyone is invited
to bring blankets and picnic suppers
to enjoy during the performance. For
more information call 931-5340.

Recreation

WALK IN ORLOFF PARK TOMORROW
No matter what the temperature at
8:30 a.m., Saturday, July 7, walkers
will have it made in the shade as
they enjoy the pathway meander-
ing through L-shaped Orloff Park.
Located at the corner of Santa Rita
Rd. and Valley Ave., Pleasanton,
the park (and curb-side parking)

is best accessed via the next signal
east of that intersection. Wear
comfortable shoes, dress in layers
for the changing temperature, and
consider bringing drinking water.
The walk will take an hour on
paved, level paths. There is no rest-
room in this park.

Seniors

LiviNG WiTH VisioN Loss This
six-week course (two hours per
class) offered by Lion’s Center

for the Blind, provides blind and
visually impaired clients with a
comprehensive overview of vision
loss, adjustment, coping strategies,
services and resources. Begins July
16. For registration and dates, call
931-5365. Monday, July 16 from
10 a.m.-noon Free. Pleasanton
Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd.,
Pleasanton. 931-5365. www.pleas-
antonseniorcenter.org

Support Groups

CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP Caring
for a loved one is challenging physi-
cally and emotionally. Join this sup-
port group to explore resources
and generate problem solving

ideas from 1-3 p.m., on the second
Monday of every month, and from

7-9 p.m. at 5353 Sunol Blvd. Get
the support you deserve at the
Senior Support Program of the Tri-
Valley. Call 931-5389.

CHILDREN AND TEENS GRIEF
SuPPORT WORKsHOP Children and
teens will create a treasure map

to illustrate the obstacles they are
encountering on their individual
grief journeys and design a treasure
box to fill with keepsakes as a way
to remember and cherish the mem-
ories of a loved one. Enrollment

is limited; advance registration
required. Wednesday, July 18 from
6:30-8:30 p.m. No charge. Hope
Hospice, 6377 Clark Ave., Suite
100, Dublin. 829-8770. www.hope-
hospice.com/docs/Summer%20
Workshops%202012.pdf

CLUTTERLESS SELF HELP GROUP
Overwhelmed by clutter? Learn
how to deal with it by attending
this support group, which meets
from 7-8:30 p.m. every Monday
at St. Mary & St. John Coptic
Orthodox Church, 4300 Mirador
Dr., Rm. 7. Call 200-1943 or visit
www.clutterless.org.

EAST BAY ESSENTIAL TREMOR
SuPPORT GROUP If you have recent-
ly been diagnosed with ET or would
like to learn more about this com-
mon movement disorder in a safe
and supportive environment, please
join us from 10 a.m.-noon on the
third Saturday of each month, in
the Blackhawk A and B conference
rooms at San Ramon Regional
Medical Center, 6001 Norris
Canyon Rd. For more information,
view their blog at www.eastbayet.
com or call 487-5706 or email
eastbayet@comcast.net.

Volunteering

BLooD DONATION CENTER The
American Red Cross will be holding
volunteer orientations at 5 p.m.,
Friday, July 20 at the Pleasanton
Blood Donation Center, 5556-B
Springdale Ave., Pleasanton. Learn
about ways to greet, inform and
thank the community’s blood
donors. Advanced sign up required.
To sign up Call Tami at 408-577-
2006 or email tambra.wethern@
redcross.org.

INTERFAITH COMMUNITY BLOOD
DRIVE Faith groups throughout the
Bay Area are for the second year
teaming with the American Red
Cross to help maintain the com-
munity’s blood supply during the
summer months, and they aim to
collect more than twice as much
blood as last year. One of the four
blood drives is from 8 a.m.-2 p.m.,
Saturday, July 7, at St. Elizabeth
Seton, John Paul 2 Center, 4005
Stoneridge Dr., Pleasanton. Call
800-733-2767 or visit www.red-
crossblood.org. Use sponsor code
INTERFAITHCOMMUNITY to
schedule an appointment.

LIONESS SEEK NEW MEMBERS The
Livermore Lioness Club welcomes
new members at its regular month-
ly meeting on the first Tuesday

of each month, at 6:30 p.m. A

$2 to $5 donation is requested.
Participating in the many activities
of the group is a great way to meet
local people. The Lioness are a
service club which helps many wor-
thy causes in our community. Call
443-4543.



arketplace

To advertise in the Marketplace
call Karen Klein at 925.600.0840 x122
or email kklein@pleasantonweekly.com

Landscaping

PEREZ GARDENING SERVICES
10 yrs. Experience in Lawn Care
FREE ESTIMATES

Maintenance, Sod & Sprinkler Systems,

Clean UPS Commercial & Residential

925.642.6617 |925.212.2973
Lic. #5008439

With 6 month contract, 7th month is FREE

Pleasanton

@xpress.

Get daily local stories and
hot picks sent to your email

Pleasanton
Weekly.com

fogster.com THE TRIVALLEY'S CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE

TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS GO TO FOGSTER.COM

PLACE AN AD
] oNLINE

fogster.com

E-MAIL
ads@fogster.com

I:l PHONE
(925) 600-0840

Fogster.com is a unique
Web site offering post-
ings from communities
throughout the Bay Area
and an opportunity for
your ad to appear in the
Pleasanton Weekly.

Now you can log on to
fogster.com, day or night
and get your ad started
immediately online.

So, the next time you have
an item to sell, barter,

give away or buy, get the
perfect combination: print
ads in your local newspa-
pers, reaching more than
35,000 readers, and unlim-
ited Web postings reaching
hundreds of thousands
additional people!

INDEX

= BULLETIN BOARD
100-155

= FOR SALE
200-270

m KIDS STUFF
330-355

m JOBS
510-585

m BUSINESS
SERVICES
600-690

= HOME
SERVICES
700-799

m FOR RENT/
FOR SALE
REAL ESTATE
801-860

The publisher waives any and all
claims or consequential damages
due to errors. Embarcadero
Publishing Co. cannot assume
responsibility for the claims or
performance of its advertisers.
Embarcadero Publishing Co.
reserves the right to refuse, edit
or reclassify any ad solely at its
discretion without prior notice.

115 Announcements
SHARPEN UP AT THE FARMERS" MRKT

120 Auctions

Advertise Your Auction
in 240 California newspapers for
one low cost of $600. Your 25 word
classified ad reaches over 6 mil-
lion+ Californians. Free brochure call
Elizabeth (916)288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)

Cash for Cars
Any Car/Truck. Running or Not! Top
Dollar Paid. We Come To You! Call For
Instant Offer: 1-888-420-3808 www.
cash4car.com (AAN CAN)

Donate Your Car, Truck, Boat
to Heritage for the Blind. Free 3 Day
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing,
All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 888-902-
6851. (Cal-SCAN)

| Buy Any Junk Car
$300 Flat Rate *Includes Pick-Up.
1-888-889-5670. (Cal-SCAN)

210 Garage/Estate

Sales

Pleasanton, 1015 Byrd Ln,
California
Pleasanton, 1015 Byrd Ln off Alisal
Sat July 7, 83
Two families, horse equipment, tools,
household items and much much more.

130 Classes &

Instruction

Attend College Online
from Home. *Medical, *Business,
*Criminal Justice, *Hospitality. Job
placement assistance. Computer avail-
able. Financial Aid if qualified. SCHEV
certified. Call 888-210-5162 www.
CenturaOnline.com (Cal-SCAN)

Aviation Maintenance Careers
Airline careers begin here. Become
an Aviation Maintenance Tech. FAA
approved training. Financial aid if quali-
fied - Housing available. Job placement
assistance. CALL Aviation Institute of
Maintenance (888) 242-3382. (Cal-
SCAN)

Pleasanton, 1533 Harvest,
8:00 to 1:00
Garage Sale.. Furniture, TV ,Golf
Clubs,Cds and Suprise Tresures

Pleasanton, 7926 Kentwood Way,
July 8 81

235 Wanted to Buy

Sell Your Gold Jewelry
and Get Cash! Ranked #1 on NBC's
Today Show - SellYourGold. Call to
Request a Free Appraisal 1- 888-650-
1019. (Cal-SCAN)

240 Furnishings/

Household items
Kids bunk bed - $200.00

High School Proficiency
Diploma!! 4 week Program. FREE
Brochure and Full Information. Call
Now! 1-866-562-3650 ext. 60 www.
SouthEasternHS.com (Cal-SCAN)

Media Makeup Artists
and Airbrush. Earn $500/day. Ads,
TV, film. Train and build portfolio
in 1 week. Lower tuition for 2012
AwardMakeupSchool.com

135 Group Activities
FlirtFest! Singles Party

mm

FOR SALE

201 Autos/Trucks/

Parts

Dodge 2005 Dakota Quad Cab
2005 Dodge Dakota Quad Cab —
LOW MILES — 55,000
Based on KBB “Condition Quiz” this
truck is in “GOOD” to “VERY GOOD”
condition. KBB's private party price is
between: $15,106 and $14,831
Will sell for $14,000 0BO
White Exterior, Grey Interior — Runs
GREAT! — Recently Serviced —
CARFAX report available — DMV
Registration Current — Viewing by
appt. only Engine: V8 — Transmission:
Automatic — Drivetrain: 4WD — ABS
— Power Steering — Tilt Wheel — Air
Conditioning — Sliding Rear Window —
Power Windows — Power Door Locks
— Cruise Control — AM/FM Stereo
— CD (Single Disc) — Dual Air Bags
— Power Driver's Seat — Bed Liner
— Towing Package — Alloy Wheels —
Front driver’s seat needs a seat cover

202 Vehicles Wanted

245 Miscellaneous

Cable TV-Internet-Phone
Save on packages. Packages start at
$89.99/mo (for 12 months.) Options
from ALL major service providers. Call
Acceller today to learn more! CALL
1-888-897-7650. (Cal-SCAN)

Mantis Deluxe Tiller
New! FastStart engine. Ships free.
One-Year Money-Back Guarantee when
you buy DIRECT. Call for the DVD and
FREE Good Soil book! 888-815-5176.
(Cal-SCAN)

Omaha Steaks
Save 65% & get 2 free gifts when
you order 100 Percent guaranteed,
delivered to the door Omaha Steaks -
Family Value Combo. Now only $49.99.
Order Today 1-888-525-4620 use code
45393JRK or www.OmahaSteaks.com/
father56 (Cal-SCAN)

Toshiba color TV.portable
Toshiba combination color TV and DVD
player. With remote and owners manual.

rarely used. Excellent for Dorm., be
room, kitchen.

Py

MIND
& BODY

425 Health Services

Diabetics with Medicare
Get a FREE Talking Meter and diabetic
testing supplies at No Cost, plus FREE
home delivery! Best of all, this meter
eliminates painful finger pricking! Call
888-781-9376. (Cal-SCAN)

Joint and Muscle Pain
Sufferers: Clinically proven all-natural
supplement helps reduce pain and
enhance mobility. Call 877-217-7698 to
try Hydraflexin RISK-FREE for 90 days.
(Cal-SCAN)

Sleep Apnea Sufferers
with Medicare. Get free CNAP
Replacement Supplies at No Cost, plus
FREE home delivery! Best of all, prevent
red skin sores and bacterial infection!
Call 888-699-7660. (Cal-SCAN)

)
EMPLOYMENT

500 Help Wanted

Sales/Business development

550 Business
Opportunities

Disability Benefits
Social Security. Win or Pay Nothing!
Start your Application In Under 60
Seconds. Call Today! Contact Disability
Group, Inc. Licensed Attorneys & BBB
Accredited. Call 877-490-6596. (Cal-
SCAN)

645 Office/Home

Business Services

Advertise Truck Driver Jobs

in 240 California newspapers for
one low cost of $600. Your 25 word

classified ad reaches over 6 mil-
lion+ Californians. Free brochure call
Elizabeth (916)288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)

Classified Advertising
Reach Californians with a Classified in
almost every county! Experience the
power of classifieds! Combo~California
Daily and Weekly Networks. One order.
One payment. Free Brochures. eliza-
beth@cnpa.com or (916)288-6019.
(Cal-SCAN)

Selling Gulf Island Film School
Media boot camp + commercial +
residential property on Canada’s
spectacular Galiano Island FOR SALE!
www.giftsfilms.com/sale george@
giftsfilms.com

Display Business Card Ad
Advertise in 140 California newspapers
for one low cost of $1,550. Your dis-
play 3.75x2, ad reaches over 3 million+
Californians. Free brochure call

Elizabeth (916)288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)

560 Employment

Information

Brochure Mailings
Make up to $1000 a week mail-
ing brochures from home! Helping
Home-Workers since 2001! Genuine
Opportunity! No experience required.
Start Immediately! www.themailinghub.
com (AAN CAN)

HOME
SERVICES

Drivers: Choose Your Hometime
from Weekly, 7/on-7/0ff, 14/on-7/
off, Full or Part-time. Daily Pay! Top
Equipment! Requires 3 months recent
experience. 800-414-9569. www.drivek-
night.com (Cal-SCAN)

Drivers: Great Miles
+ top 5% Pay = Money. Security +
Respect = Priceless. 2 Months CDL
Class A Experience. 877-258-8782
(Cal-SCAN)

Extra Income!

Assemble CD cases from Home! No
Experience Necessary! Call our Live
Operators Now! 1-800-405-7619 EXT
2450 http://www.easywork-greatpay.
com (AAN CAN)

Int'l Cultural Exchange
Representative: Earn supplemental
income placing and supervising high
school exchange students. Volunteer
host families also needed. Promote
world peace! www.afice.org/reps
(Cal-SCAN)

==
BUSINESS
SERVICES

615 Computers

My Computer Works
Computer problems? Viruses, spyware,
email, printer issues, bad internet con-

nections - FIX IT NOW! Professional,
U.S.-based technicians. $25 off service.
Call for immediate help. 1-888-865-
0271 (Cal-SCAN)

624 Financial

Reverse Mortgage?

At least 62 years old? Stay in your
home and increase cash flow! Safe and
Effective! Call Now for your free DVD!
Call Now 888-698-3165. (Cal-SCAN)

640 Legal Services

751 General
Contracting

NOTICE TO READERS >t is illegal
for an unlicensed person to perform
contracting work on any project val-
ued at $500.00 or more in labor and
materials. State law also requires
that contractors include their license
numbers on all advertising. Check
your contractor’s status at www.cslb.
ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB (2752).
Unlicensed persons taking jobs that
total less than $500.00 must state
in their advertisements that they
are not licensed by the Contractors
State License Board

FIRE PITS SPECIALISTS
DESIGN, FABRICATION, INSTALLATION.
STONE, STEEL, GLASS. CUSTOM
FIRE PIT TABLES. ECCO, INC 772356
GENERAL CONTRACTOR 650-444-3939

A —
=

REAL ESTATE

825 Homes/Condos
for Sale

1569 Renaissance Convent
Restored and located in Northern
Italian mountains, close to Adriatic
beaches and ski slopes, relatively
maintenance free, furnished, ready
for occupancy. For sale by owner
. euros 900,000 cash. Inquire for

description with fotos at:
garnertullis@gmail.com /
website: garnertullis.com

840 Vacation

Rentals/Time Shares

Advertise Vacation Property

in 240 California newspapers for
one low cost of $600. Your 25 word

classified ad reaches over 6 mil-
lion+ Californians. Free brochure call
Elizabeth (916)288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)

850 Acreage/Lots/
Storage

Boat Storage Space

855 Real Estate

Services

Roommates.com
All areas. Browse hundreds of online
listings with photos and maps. Find
your roommate with a click of the
mouse! Visit: http://www.Roommates.
com. (AAN CAN)

PET OF THE WEEK

Meet little
Ariel

Ariel, a young, spayed
female Chihuahua mix,
is a tiny package of love,
love, love: She loves
going for walks, rolling
in the grass and getting
belly rubs. She greets all
of her volunteer friends
at the shelter with a wag-
ging tail. She likes men
as well as women and
enjoys children that are

gentle with her. If you would like to meet little Ariel, she
is living at the East County Animal Shelter, 4595 Gleason
Drive, Dublin. The shelter is open from 11:30 a.m. to 5:30

p.-m. seven days a week.
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Still the champs

Pleasanton Foothill Little League Junior 90s defended their 2011 District Championship by
beating the Livermore Red Sox, 8-6, on June 17, at the Tournament of Champions at Syca-
more Park in Danville. Pictured are (front, |-r) Jadon Gonzaga, Matt Villena, Zach Stubbs,
Tyler Wineger, (standing) Coach Greg von Wagoner, Jimmy Thompson, William Hammer,
Coach Gary Wineger, Damian Johnson, Jake von Wagoner, Matt Gates, G Caponigro, Nate
Gipson, Coach Mike Gipson. Not pictured: Manager Joselito Gonzaga.

Strong season finish

The Pleasanton American AAA A’s Team won two elimination games in the playoffs to fin-

ish the season strong. Team members are (front, |-r) Andrew Vincent, Keaton Smith, Zack
Moresco, Kyle Bautista, Tyler Rocha, Jack Kroll, (middle) Matthew Kenning, Owen Lahr, Ryder
Tate, Kyle Shomaker, Brendan Connolly, Trent Pozzi, (back) Coaches Jim Bautista, Mike Ken-
ning and Paul Rocha. Not pictured, Brian Pozzi.

Check out your new SOH RO mon ER

We're proud to infroduce our sparkling new facility for
freating everything from cuts and breaks fo lifethreatening
Our 24-hour Emergency Department has
private freatment rooms, and a comfortable, large
waiting room. While we hope you never have an
emergency, our experienced physicians and nurses are
here, close to home and around the clock.

illnesses.

6001 Norris Canyon Road, San Ramon ( Off Alcosta Blvd. — south of Crow Canyon Road )

=l AN RAMON

‘l“lr REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER

Sponsored by:

Mets win AAA Tournament

The Pleasanton National Little League AAA Mets finished the season 15-5, including winning
the AAA Tournament at the Sports Park on June 9. Players are Griffin Myers, Nate McGinty,
Carter Kapp, Karson, Jordan, Michael Cassetti, Ben Schwartz, Jack Bell, Nick Allard, Logan
Seitz, Jaxen Gurley, Ryan Kobayashi, and Jeffrey Wisoff. Coaches are Matt Myers, Bryan
McGinty and Dan Kapp.

Giants on the field

The ultimate baseball showdown happened June 11 in Pleasanton Foothill Little League when
the majors division league co-champions, Giants and Angels, matched up for the champion-
ship game. Both teams ended the regular season tied with a record of 16-4, having split four
games. At the play-offs, the Giants ended up on top with a 2-0 win, and they went on to repre-
sent PFLL in the District 57 Tournament of Champions, June 16-19.

Justin Clark pitched a complete game shutout. Anthony Costello drove in the game’s first run
deep double to center field. Key defensive contributions to the shutout were made by catcher
Joey Battilega, third baseman Matthew Crabill, shortstop Nathan Lu, second baseman Jason
Dormann, first baseman Anthony Costello and outfielders Dylan Zhou, Julian Meyer, Tyson
Payne, Noah Avery and Jack Kay.

Celebrating their win are (back row, I-r) Coaches Kevin Clark, Tony Battilega, John Dormann, Team
Dad Ben Lu, (middle) Noah Avery, Jason Dormann, Jack Kay, Nathan Lu, Justin Clark, Anthony
Costello, (front) Dylan Zhao, Tyson Payne, Joey Battilega, Matthew Crabill and Julian Meyer.

=L SAN RAMON

‘"“r REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER

Try out our new tfechnology:

InQuickER and New Free App
on our website
www.OurSanRamonHospital.com

Physician Referral: 800.284.2878

925.275.9200
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Real Estate

OPEN HOME GUIDE AND REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

Strong gains for state’s housing market

Sales at highest level in over 3 years, interest rates at historic lows

By JeB BING

California’s housing market continued to
improve in May, with home prices posting
solid gains for the third straight month and
home sales well above last years pace, the
California Association of Realtors has re-
ported.

“California home sales were strong in May,
continuing the gradual recovery of the Cali-
fornia housing market,” said CAR President
LeFrancis Arnold. “First-time buyers are rec-
ognizing that the housing market has hit bot-
tom and are now seeing a sense of urgency to
take advantage of ultra-low interest rates and
advantageous home prices.”

“Additionally,” he said, “trade-up buyers
are returning to the market after sitting it out
for the past few years to get in on favorable
home prices.”

Closed escrow sales of existing, single-
family detached homes in California climbed
3.4% from Aprils revised 553,670 to a sea-
sonally adjusted annualized rate of 572,260
in May, according to information collected by
CAR from more than 90 local Realtor associa-
tions and multiple listing services statewide.

May sales surged 21.5% from May 20115
revised 470,910 pace, marking the highest
year-over-year sales increase since May 2009.
The statewide sales figure represents what
would be the total number of homes sold
during 2012 if sales maintained the May
pace throughout the year and is adjusted to

account for seasonal factors that typically
influence home sales.

The May 2012 sales pace was the highest
since February 2009, when 598,770 homes
were sold at a seasonally adjusted annualized
rate.

Home prices appear to be stabilizing, with
the median home price posting both month-
over-month and year-over-year gains for
the third consecutive month. The statewide
median price of an existing, single-family
detached home was $312,110 in May, the
highest since September 2010.

May’s price was up 1% from a revised
$309,050 in April and 6.6% from a revised
$292,850 recorded in May 2011. The May
2012 figure was 27.3% higher than the cycli-
cal bottom of $245,230 reached in February
2009. The median price has posted above
the $300,000 level for the second straight
month after remaining below that mark for
15 months.

The increase in the median price can be
attributed to the strong sales increase in the
higher-priced coastal regions, particularly in
the Bay Area, where job growth is strong and
the economy is growing faster than in other
areas of the state.

California’s housing inventory sank lower
in May, with the Unsold Inventory Index for
existing, single-family detached homes drop-
ping to 3.5 months in May, down from 4.2
months in April. Mays housing inventory

OPEN HOMES THIS WEEKEND

Alamo Pleasanton

6 BEDROOMS 4 BEDROOMS

1311 Laverock Lane $2,599,000 4444 Foothill Rd $1,890,000

Sun 14 Michael Hatfield Broker 984-1339  Sun 14 Keller Williams Trivalley 260-2220
. 3104 Pellaro Ct $1,650,000

DO nVl”e Sun 14 Fabulous Properties 519-8226

75 Versailles Ct $774,950

Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 83/-4100

Livermore

5 BEDROOMS

3030 Picholine Dr $939,000

Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 667-2100

Find more open home listings at pleasantonweekly.com/real_estate

- ok

. ¥- Coming Soon!

For marketing opportunities contact Andrea Heggelund at 600-0840 x110.

Custom, Gated West Side
in Pleasanton
5 Bedrooms + Office
4.5 Baths
~ 5100 Sqg. Feet

~ 1 Acre Mature Oaks

Custom Pool and Spa
Private, backs to open space
Call for pricing and details

S

Real Estate Advantoge Group
S

Jim Berson ¢ 925.202.5557

jim@REadvantageGroup.com
CA DRE Broker 00498102

was down from a revised 5.7 months in May
2011. The index indicates the number of
months needed to sell the supply of homes
on the market at the current sales rate. A
7-month supply is considered normal.

“Low housing inventory continues to be
the critical issue in the California market,”
said CAR Vice President and Chief Econo-
mist Leslie Appleton-Young. “Inventory lev-
els have not been this low since December
2005, when the supply matched the current
level.”

“The Bay Area has the greatest shortage of
homes for sale, with inventory levels in the
two- to three-month range for Santa Clara,

SR

San Mateo, Alameda and Contra Costa coun-
ties,” she added.

Interest rates continued their downward
trend in May, with 30-year fixed-mortgage
interest rates averaging 3.80%, down from
3.91% in April and 4.64% in May 2011,
according to Freddie Mac. Adjustable-mort-
gage interest rates averaged 2.74% in May,
down from 2.78% in April and 3.13% in May
2011.

Homes are moving faster on the market
with the median number of days it takes to
sell a single-family home dropping to 46.6
days in May, down from a revised 48.9 days
in April and 52.0 days in May 2011. m

J. Raockell

Realtors

View ALL East Bay Homes for Sale At &
WWW.ROCKCLIFF.COM

THE EAST BAY'S PREMIER REAL ESTATE COMPANY.

Blackhawk East
4105 Blackhawk Plaza Cir.
Danville, CA 94506

925.648.5300

3880 Blackhawk Rd.
Danville, CA 94506

925.736.6000

Montdair/Piedmont  Pleasanton
6116 La Salle Ave, Ste. 200

Oakland, CA 94611
510.339.4800

Pleasanton, CA 94588
925.251.2500

Blackhawk West Danville
15 Railroad Ave.
Danville, CA 94526

925.855.4000

5075 Hopyard Rd Ste. 110

Livermore
1983 Second St.
Livermore, CA 94550

925.667.2100

Lafayette
3799 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette, CA 94549

925.385.2330

Orinda Walnut Creek
89 Davis Rd., 1700 N. Main St.
Orinda, CA 94563  Walnut Creek, CA 94596

925.253.7000 925.280.8500
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REAL ESTATE

Foreign buyers see U.S. as good place for home ownership

California 2nd only to Florida in attracting foreigners

By JeB BING

Due to low prices and the relative weakness
of the dollar, international buyers continue to
identify the U.S. as a desirable place to own
property and make a profitable investment.

According to the National Association of
Realtors’ 2012 Profile of International Home
Buying Activity, total residential international
sales in the U.S. for the past year ending
March 2012 equaled $82.5 billion, up from
$66.4 billion in 2011.

Total international sales were evenly split
between non-resident foreigners and recent
Immigrants.

The survey asked Realtors to report their
international business activity within the
U.S. for the 12 months ending March 2012.

“Today’s advantageous market conditions
have drawn more and more foreign buyers to
the U.S. in recent years, signaling how desir-
able and profitable owning property in this
country can be,” said NAR President Moe
Veissi, a broker-owner of Veissi & Associates
Inc. in Miami, Fla.

“Low housing prices, a good inventory
condition and increased buying power with
today’s exchange rates help attract interna-
tional clients,” he said. “Foreign buyers also
have the advantage of working with Realtors
who specialize in serving international cli-
entele. They have a truly global perspective;
they know what hurdles foreign buyers face
when purchasing property in the U.S., and
have the expertise and knowledge that comes
from working with clients from different cul-

tures and real estate practices.”

International buyers bought homes
throughout the country, but four states ac-
counted for 51% of the purchases — Flor-
ida, California, Texas and Arizona. Florida
has been the fastest growing destination
of choice, accounting for 26% of foreign
purchases. California was second with
11% and Texas and Arizona accounted for
7%.

Proximity to the home country, the pres-
ence of relatives and friends, the convenience
of air transportation, and climate and loca-
tion are all important considerations to pro-
spective foreign buyers.

Locations on the East Coast generally
attract European buyers, while Asian buy-
ers tend to purchase on the West Coast,
particularly California. Florida attracts a di-
verse set of international buyers including
South Americans, Europeans and Canadians.
Meanwhile, Texas remains popular among
Mexican buyers.

Within markets in an individual state, it is
not unusual to find concentrations of people
grouped by nationality.

“Foreign buyers recognize that owning a
home in the U.S. has many benefits, both
financial and social,” said Veissi. “Many pur-
chase property as an investment, vacation
home or to diversify their portfolio.”

“In addition,” he pointed out, “many re-
cent immigrants view homeownership as
an important accomplishment. They believe
that being a homeowner is one of many ways

they become established in the U.S. and
attain stability, security and a sense of com-
munity.”

International buyers came from all over
the globe, but Canada, China (including
Hong Kong), Mexico, India and the United
Kingdom accounted for 55% of all interna-
tional transactions, according to the survey.
Canada accounted for 24% of international
sales while China accounted for 11%, up
from 9% in 2011. Mexico was third with
8% of sales, and India and the U.K. both ac-
counted for 6%.

A total of 45% of international purchases
were under $250,000. In addition, there ap-
pears to be a gradual increasing trend toward
purchases in the $250,000 to $500,000 price
range. In 2012 this range accounted for 30%
of purchases, up from 28% in 2011. The
average price paid by an international buyer
was $400,000 compared to the overall U.S.
average of $212,000.

Several reasons account for why the aver-
age international home price is higher than
the average overall price. The international
client is typically wealthier than the do-
mestic buyer and is looking for a property
in a specialized niche, for example, a larger
property suitable for multi-generational
living, or a property that establishes the
individuals presence and standing in the
community.

Many homes purchased by foreign buyers
are used as a primary residence. Vacation and
rental use are also major reasons for a pur-

The latest from The 680 Blog

5 strategies that will make you a better buyer in today's market

Now that the great real estate recovery seems to be in full force, bar-
ring some unforeseen economic setback, buyers are discovering that the
market is active, or hot, or downright ridiculous depending on the price
range. It seems that there are multiple offers on everything. And the
frustration level of the buyers is rising faster than the default rate on the
Greek National debt. If you have been in the market, or are contemplat-
ing buying a house in the next few months, you need to adjust your strat-
egy if you want to be successful in winning the auction... er, getting your
offer accepted. So, with this in mind, here are 5 strategies that will make
you a better buyer, and increase the odds of getting your offer accepted.

1. Strong pre-approval letter. Before you even start looking at prop-
erty, you should get fully pre-approved with a local, reputable lender. Get
the lender all documentation they need up front, and get credit approved
so that all the lender needs is the appraisal, the contract, and the pre-
liminary title report. And have the lender draft a iron-clad, bullet proof
pre-approval letter that states you have excellent credit (hopefully), stable
employment, excellent income, and the funds to close escrow. In fact, if
you qualify for more than the asking price of the property, go ahead and
put the maximum amount you qualify for in the letter. It does not hurt

you if you are over-qualified

to buy a given property.
2. Meet the sellers. If
possible, try to arrange to
see the house when the
seller is home, especially if
there are going to be mul-
tiple offers. A nice, friendly
visit to the property giving
you a chance to bond with
the sellers can have an im-
pact, especially if the seller
has strong emotional ties to

close in

the house. Be complimentary, gracious, and charming. Yes, tell the seller
you absolutely love their dark paneling and the shag green carpeting, even
if it you plan to rip it out within 10 minutes of owning the house.

3. Solve the Seller's Problem. If the seller needs a rent back, or needs
to close by a certain date, or wants to take the hot tub, or only wants to
>> Go to www.680homes.com to read the rest of this article.

Charming one story with
3 BR, 2 BTHs, updated
sunny gourmet kitchen,

Gorgeous remodeled
Castlewood home with
designer upgrades and

Doug Buenz

Office
925.251.11M1
Direct
925.463.2000

680Homes.com

CA DRE# 00843458

High Performance Real Estate

chase. More than half — 66% — of survey
respondents reported international buyers
purchased detached single-family homes.
About half of international buyers, 52%, pre-
ferred to buy in a suburban area and about a
quarter, 23%, bought in a central city/urban
area.

Some 62% of international purchases were
all cash, which has increased since 2007.
International buyers still experience many fi-
nancing challenges when purchasing a home
in the U.S. In fact, among transactions that
failed, Realtors reported that in 26% of the
cases financing issues were the problem. The
difficulties facing foreign buyers in trying to
obtain a mortgage include lack of U.S.-based
credit history and hurdles in meeting mort-
gage requirements.

Other reasons for not purchasing proper-
ties were cost/taxes/insurance and immigra-
tion laws.

Some 27% of Realtors reported having
worked with international clients this year.
Of these, 52% of Realtors reported that in-
ternational transactions accounted for one
to 10% of their total transactions, while 27%
reported that they made up more than 10%
of total transactions.

Realtor specialization on the buyer’s side
of the market — such as foreign language
capabilities, cultural affinity or orientation
with the prospective purchaser and experi-
ence in explaining the U.S. real estate —
appear to be important in working with
foreign buyers. ®
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ALAIN PINEL

REALTORS

Pristine Custom home
with 4 bedrooms plus
office & loft, 5 baths,

large dining area, spacious
living room with fireplace,
skylights, new carpeting,
new paint, private rear yard
with new redwood deck,
and awesome location!
$589,000

Stunning Castlewood

Mediterranean!
Hardwood flooring, huge
gourmet granite kitchen,
bonus room, and a large
private .57 Acre lot with
sweeping views!
$1,325,000
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finishes throughout! 4
Bedrooms plus bonus
room, 4 full baths, pool,
gated entrance, sweeping
views, 3 car garage,
hardwood floors, and
more! $1,529,000

Fabulous luxury home
in pristine country set-
ting! 5 BR plus bonus
room, loft, & office, 7
baths, 1 acre flat lot with
outdoor kitchen, granite,
hardwood floors,

and designer features
inside & out

state of the art granite &
stainless kitchen, traver-

=| tine flooring, designer
'| finishes and touches

throughout, and private
.46 Acre flat lot on a quiet
private road! $1,699,000

Stunning luxury home
with 5 BR + office, 5 2
BA, hardwood floors,
granite & stainless
kitchen, and a tropical
oasis rear yard with
sparkling pool, spa
and waterfall.
$1,525,000




Moving Forward...

A brand new home is more than just bricks and mortar. Choosing the style of your
dream home is an exciting journey, and comes with many choices and decisions.

| am proud to announce my decision to join the Keller Williams Tri-Valley family,
and thrilled about the possibilities that this change brings.

Moving to Keller Williams was the right choice because of its reputation for
integrity, culture and agent-centric business model. With the new marketing and
technology tools that this change gives me, | have a more powerful platform to
list, market and sell properties, taking my work with buyers and sellers to the next
level. Having broad access and in-depth understanding of the newest technology
enables me to use all the tools available to expedite your search for the BEST

g = home for your needs.

Uwe Maercz - . o .
Keller Williams Realty, Inc. is the second-largest real estate franchise in the United
925.360.8758 C States and dominates the 2012 Real Trends 500. The company holds the #I spot
Uwe@kw.com W R R E R for both transaction sides and units this year. Locally, Keller Williams Tri-Valley
DRE# 01390383 REALESTATEBYUWE. COM Associates remain NUMBER ONE in units and volume not only in Pleasanton, but

the ENTIRE Tri-Valley!
Find these properties and more at

www'reaIeStatebyuwe'com home, invest in real estate, build their dream home, or maybe all of the above.
www.homesatrubyhill.com Look for my new signs all over town soon!

What matters is YOU. | feel blessed that | make a living helping people find their

Properties Available in the Most Desirable Private Community — Ruby Hill

3720 West Ruby Hill Drive, Pleasanton 831 Bricco Court, Pleasanton

Stunning Italian Villa — West Ruby Hill Elegant and Expansive Villa — East Ruby Hill

You have arrived - probably
THE most spectacular home
in Ruby Hill. Every square
inch world class - this is the
benchmark! Picturesque
aesthetics inevitably
transforming the past into
today’s lifestyle. A must

see! Offered at $5,888,000

1225 Lozano Court, Pleasanton
Stunning Italian Villa — Ruby Hill

Stunning, classic Italian Villa in
one of the Bay Area’s most
desirable locations. Catch your
breath and prepare for what
lies beyond the gorgeous entry
of this estate. Nestled in an
unrivaled setting among olive
trees and lush landscaping with
mile long views of vineyards.
Offered at $3,675,000

kw |
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Mediterranean Elegance with
expansive, main level casual
living areas open to one another,
including a huge kitchen. Formal
living room with coffered ceiling,
cast-stone fireplace, built-in
cabinetry and faux wall finish.
Lower level built to entertain!
Offered at $3,499,000

3404 Torlano Place, Pleasanton
Classic Mediterranean Villa — Ruby Hill

Timeless, classic Mediterranean
Villa in the gated golf course
community of Ruby Hill. Home
features +/-3,770sf of living
space, with 5 bedrooms,

3 full bathrooms plus bonus
room, on a very large 0.58 acre
corner lot backing up

to a greenbelt.

Offered at $1,475,000
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Pending in | day!

3031 Boardwalk, Pleasanton

Park like backyard, huge lot with beautiful pool and spa. Gorgeous
Brazilian floors on [st floor. Call for more details!

Offered at $739,000

Gail Boal
REALTOR®DRE # 01276455
925.577.5787
www.gailboal.com
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3104 Pellaro Ct., Ruby Hill, Pleasanton

Custom 4424 sq. feet 4 bed + office, 4.5 bath. Gorgeous swimming
pool, dream kitchen, hardwood floors, court location.

Offered at $1,650,000

jm?a&réggrqmﬁnjmm

Cunningham-Garrison=Schall

Fran & Dave Cunningham
925.202.6898
DRE # 01226296 & 00930892
Donna Garrison
925.980.0273
DRE # 01735040
] Susan Schall
www.FabulousProperties.net 925.519.8226
www.RubyHill.net DRE# 01713497

Exclusive!

1108 Crellin Road, Pleasanton — Vacation Everyday!

A serene garden, sparkling pool and spa comes with this 4 bdrm, 3 bath
Vintage Hills home. This just happens to be one of Pleasanton’s nicest areas!
Beautifully updated kitchen, spacious rooms, formal dining, two fireplaces
and views of Mt Diablo. Not on the MLS and only available by appt.

Priced in the high $800’s. Call Dave and Sue today for a private showing.

( : DBavwe&Sue
lashberger
REALTORS®, GRI, CRS, SRES

925.463.0436
www.SoldinaFlash.com

kw |

TRI-VALLEY REALTY

15903 Paseo Largavista, San Lorenzo

This completely remodeled 1537 sq ft, 3 bedroom, 2 bath home is
absolutely charming! Includes step-down family room addition, hot
tub, and kitchen remodeled with granite. Stainless steel appliances, frig
stays, recessed lighting, gas stove, shutters, maple cabinets, double-
paned windows, wood-burning fireplace, central heating & A/C!
Offered at $370,000

Cindy and Gene Williams
REALTORS® DRE # 01370076 and 0060751 |
925.918.2045
www.williamsteam.net

2431 Pomino Way, Ruby Hill
Comfortable Single Story 5,000 sq.ft. home with 5 bedrooms,
4.5 baths and beautiful interior. Reduced to $1,499,888

Fran & Dave Cunningham
925.202.6898
DRE # 01226296 & 00930892
Donna Garrison
925.980.0273
DRE # 01735040
] Susan Schall
www.FabulousProperties.net 925.519.8226
www.RubyHill.net DRE# 01713497

jm?a&réggrqmﬁnjmm

Cunningham-Garrison=Schall

Altamar Meadows in Livermore

1810 Sqft / Lot Size 11,316
. Sqft. Pool/ Large Lot/ Side
Yard Access/ Court Loca-
tion. Call for a Showing.
Offered at $585,000

Danielle Peel
925.998.9692
DRE #01293873
Cristin Kiper Sanchez
925.580.7719
DRE #01479197

homes@peelsanchez.com | www.PeelSanchez.com

KELLER WILLIAMS

#1 OFFICE
IN PLEASANTON
IN VOLUME
AND SALES

Sold in 7 days, over asking price!

1015 Zinfandel Court, Pleasanton

Desirable Vintage Hills. Court location. 4 bedrooms (huge mas-
ter suite). 2nd upstairs bedroom with private bath (could be 2nd
master). 3 full baths and 3 car garage. Sparkling pool

for summertime fun. $899,950

Lisa Sterling & Natalie Kruger
REALTORS® DRE # 01012330 and 01187582
925.980.9265 925.847.7355
www.krugergroup.com

Upgrades Galore! 3105 Chardonnay Drive, Pleasanton
Beautiful 4 BD, 2.5 BA, 2,494 sq ft home features a master suite
w/balcony, view, large walk in closet & elegant bathroom. Absolutely
stunning gourmet kitchen/family room combo. Spectacular yards
with paver patios, waterfall, terraced steps, garden area and vegetable
planters. Offered at $898,000

Melissa Pederson
REALTOR® DRE # 01002251
925.397.4326
melissapedersonhomes@gmail.com
www.melissapederson.com

4444 Foothill Road, Pleasanton

4 BRand 2.5 BA. 3507 +/- sq. ft. Absolutely Stunning! Completely re-
buitt in 2005, this custom, single story home offers a view from every
window, including Mt. Diablo and the surrounding hills. Beautifully up-
dated throughout with fantastic gourmet kitchen. Huge 2.26 +/- acre
lot includes an entertainer's backyard with pool and spa.

Offered at $1,890,000

DeAnna Armario
REALTOR® DRE # 01363180
925.260.2220

www.armariohomes.com

“KW Associates closed 1 9% more homes per Agent in 201 1.
While other Agents remain constant or retract, ours thrive!” source:Reatiends bata, 2011
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