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Go to open.apr.com for the Bay Area’s only
complete online open home guide.

PLEASANTON $1,999,000 
Beautiful Craftsman style quality custom 
home in Ruby Hill. Rich hardwood floors, 
5bd w/ private baths, game room, office, 
gourmet kitchen w/commercial grade 
appliances, stunning views of Mt. Diablo. 
3720 RABOLI STREET

MARTA RIEDY BY APPT 

PLEASANTON  $1,795,000 
5bd+ bonus room, loft, & office, 7 ba, 
1+/- acre flat lot with outdoor kitchen, 
granite, hardwood floors, soaring ceilings, 
and designer features inside & out.   
860 SYCAMORE RD

DOUG BUENZ  BY APPT 

PLEASANTON $1,319,000 
Updated kitchen offers dinette area, 
breakfast bar, granite counters, recessed 
lighting & opens to family room. This 
single story offers a private well, pool, 
volleyball & horseshoe court & more!  
3623 CAMERON AVE

MOXLEY TEAM  BY APPT 

PLEASANTON $980,000 
Open floor plan w/vaulted ceilings & 
LARGE bonus room! Hardwood floors, 
updated kitchen w/granite counters & 
recessed lighting. Expanded master suite 
w/vaulted ceilings. Large yard offers pool 
& spa! 5260 RIDGEVALE WAY

MOXLEY TEAM  SUN 1:00-4:00 

PLEASANTON $895,000 
Stunning hardwood floors & vaulted 
ceilings. Kitchen has slab granite & lrg 
brkfst nook. Master with fireplace & 
fabulous views. Gorgeous pool & spa. 5th 
bdrm is an office, 4th bdrm is media room. 
1108 CRELLIN ROAD

SALLY MARTIN BY APPT 

PLEASANTON $699,000
Large custom home close to downtown 
with over 3000 sq/ft, 4 bd/3.5ba. Needs 
updating but priced accordingly.  
420 PINE HILL LN
 

STASIA POIESZ  BY APPT 

PLEASANTON $669,000 
Downtown Pleasanton. Lovingly restored 
1912 beauty with 2012 updates. Original 
redwood wainscoting & ceiling beams; 
oak & fir floors; all-new appliances, 
granite counters, 2 restored baths, 3bds.  
414 DIVISION ST

MARK KOTCH  BY APPT 

LIVERMORE $450,000
Lovely turnkey ranch style home in South 
Livermore! 3bd/2ba updated throughout. 
Quiet neighborhood close to K-8 schools.  
Must See! 4108 DRAKE WAY
  
 

TIMOTHY MCGUIRE BY APPT 

LIVERMORE $645,000
Lovely home in great neighborhood 
situated on a 14k+/-sf lot with no rear 
neighbors! Updated cooks kitchen, granite 
counters, SS appliances, full bedroom 
& bathroom downstairs, close to park & 
more! 755 NEWBURY STREET

MAUREEN NOKES BY APPT 

PLEASANTON $395,000 
Move-In Ready! Recently upgraded, 
new carpet & paint, formal dining, 
walk to downtown Pleasanton, 2 
car garage, backyard, deck & more!  
4433 VALLEY AVENUE

WALLY MOXLEY  OPEN SUN 1-4

Don Faught
Vice President

Managing Broker 
Pleasanton and Livermore

dfaught@apr.com

Where we live, life is about living with substance and style.
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The East Bay Regional Park 
District wants to close the 
Shadow Cliffs waterslides 

in Pleasanton for good. It’s al-
ready said it won’t open the 
slides this summer, no doubt 
disappointing the 26,000 who 
used them last year. But with 
park district inspectors declaring 
the slides unsafe and with re-
pairs estimated at $400,000, the 
park district, never a fan of the 
slides and its longtime operator 
Glenn Kierstad, wants to replace 
them with something less costly 
to operate, such as an interpre-
tive center. That should keep the 
summer crowds coming!
 To be fair before making the 
final decision, the park district 
will hold its final public hearing 
at a Board Operations Commit-
tee meeting on the issue March 
15. Even though the slides, 
along with most of its users and 
supporters are in Pleasanton, 
you’ll have to go to the park 
district’s headquarters at 2950 
Peralta Oaks Court in Oakland 
to express an opinion. On the 
other hand, don’t bother. The 
decision’s been made by Ayn Wi-
eskamp, our park district board 
member from Livermore who 
represents Pleasanton’s interest, 
and her colleagues who already 
have said they plan to close the 
waterslides.
 The upcoming hearing is a 
sham. At previous hearings, sup-
port for retaining and upgrad-
ing the waterslides was almost 
unanimous. Susan Andrade-
Wax, Pleasanton’s Community 
Services director, and all the 
members of the city’s Parks 
and Recreation Commission 
asked the East Bay Park District 
representatives to keep the wa-

terslides open. Even some who 
liked the alternative plans for 
more trails and the interpretive 
center, also asked that the slides 
stay open.
 But the die was cast when Wi-
eskamp and park district inspec-
tors invited a reporter from the 
San Jose Mercury News for an 
exclusive tag-along look at the 
slides in January. Kierstad, who 
has operated the waterslides 
since they were built and knows 
the maintenance schedule, 
wasn’t invited. The inspection 
took place in mid-winter when 
the slides aren’t maintained and 
probably are in their worst con-
dition. No one even turned on 
the water to see if they could 
operate before unnamed city, 
county, fire district and state 
inspectors declared the slides a 
hazard that shouldn’t be allowed 
to open again.
 We’ve watched the thousands 
of kids, including many of our 
own, come breathtakingly down 
the Shadow Cliffs slides summer 
after summer. Since 1981, when 
Kierstad obtained is permit to 
build and operate the slides, 
they have offered a reasonably-
priced hot summer day of fun 
for families and children who 
could enjoy a day of cooling rec-
reation right here in Pleasanton. 
Kierstad says he could make the 
needed repairs to the slides for 
much less than the $400,000 
the park district estimates, but 
he will need a 20-year lease to 
keep them running to pay off 
the loans he’ll need. He’s likely 
out of luck, and with no thanks 
for the 30 years he’s operated 
the slides, trouble-free.
 Without the slides, the thou-
sands who might have enjoyed 
them this summer and in the 
future will now have to drive to 
waterslide parks in San Jose or 
Concord to spend their money 
for summer fun. 

AROUND 
PLEASANTON

BY JEB BING

About the Cover
Identity theft is becoming a common occurrence in Pleasanton; although more 
thieves are in business, they are able to steal less money. Design by Lili Cao.

Vol. XIII, Number 7

TAKING THE CONCEPT OF 
SERVICE TO A NEW LEVEL. 

925.939.3333
2791 North Main St., Walnut Creek

www.lawrencevolvo.com

  Flu shots
  Weight/BMI
  Blood pressure
  Blood glucose
  Cholesterol

Operated by:

Each medical clinic located in a Wal-Mart store is owned and operated by an independent company that is unaffiliated with Wal-Mart. 
Wal-Mart does not employ any health care professionals or exercise any control over the provision of health care services at the clinics.

2700 Las Positas Rd 
Livermore, CA 94551 

JEB BING

Waterslides developer Glenn Kierstad in happier days.

Keep the 
waterslides open



Streetwise
ASKED AROUND TOWN

With gas prices rising to $4 and $5 
a gallon, will your driving habits 
change?

Sue Falls
Instructional assistant

I walk to work, but I would try to be more 
thoughtful about driving on the weekends.

Carmie Buhalis
Tutor/mom

Yes. It costs about $80 to fill up my SUV, 
and as a result we are considering purchas-
ing a more fuel-efficient car to help keep 
gas costs down.

Jack Storace
Health and safety consultant

Not really, because I try to minimize my 
driving as much as possible already. I 
moved here to be closer to work, and I’m 
very light-footed on my gas. I do what I can 
to conserve fuel.

Lourdes Rudd
Stay-at-home mom

Yes. I won’t travel that much. I would nor-
mally drive to the Central Valley to visit my 
family, but I can’t anymore even though I 
drive a Prius.

Charles Seiter
Engineering manager

Not in particular at this point. I have a very 
short commute, so it hasn’t affected me 
much. I would have to weigh out a long 
distance trip, but the economics of driving 
compared with buying multiple plane tickets 
can’t be argued with.

Have a Streetwise question? E-mail editor@PleasantonWeekly.com
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CARPET  •  HARDWOOD  •  LAMINATE  •  TILE • VINYL

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OR  Shop@Home  
WWW.DIABLOFLOORING.COM

Diablo Flooring Inc. is here to bring the best possible pricing with the most beautiful 
and complete installation to the Bay Area. We are a small store which lets us give you 

the attention needed for a more professional experience. We cater to residential & 
commercial customers, designer, contractors, and developers.

DIABLO FLOORING, INC

License #898787

(925) 426-RUGS (7847)
5600-D Sunol Blvd., Pleasanton

(925) 988-WOOD (9663)

2011

Best Carpet Store
Best Flooring Store

Become a fan on Facebook and win 
a FREE 8 x 10 wool area rug.

(925) 314-WOOD (9663) $250 OFF Hardwood or Carpet
Min. 1,000 sq. ft. Free estimates.

Exp. 3-30-2012

March Birthstone – 
Aquamarine

Cardinal Jewelers
“A world of fi ne gems.”

We have the best aquamarines 
this side of the ocean

3003-B Hopyard Rd., 

Pleasanton

In The Hopyard Village Shopping Center

(925) 416-1111

All Aquas 
20% off 

March Only

2011

Jim      Cheri

NOW OPEN

*While supplies last. *Discounts available for new clients only.  
*Cannot combine with other offers.

101 East Vineyard Ave., Suite 123
Salon-TerraBella.com
Conveniently located in the  

Campo di Bocce retail center in Livermore

925.485.4946

A Bumble and Bumble 
Network Salon

NEW CLIENT
20% Discount

on First Appointment

Over 20 years of

925.462.1207
Showroom and Factory

located at 4225 Stanley Blvd
near downtown Pleasanton

www.window-ology.com
Contractor’s License #904282

We also do…

GRAHAM-HITCH
MORTUARY

Dignified Care  
& Compassionate Service 

Since 1891

Advance Planning 
Made Easy

Call Deanna for a FREE 
 consultation. In-home 

visits available.

4167 First Street, Pleasanton

925-846-5624
Crematory Privately Owned  

& Operated
FD#429

Browse classifieds 
online or  
place your  
ad at  
fogster.com
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Newsfront
Special Olympics 
needs volunteers

 Volunteer referees and medi-
cal personnel — certified nurses, 
doctors or EMTs — are needed 
for the Special Olympics basket-
ball tournament being hosted 
March 17-18 by Amador Val-
ley High School for the ninth 
year. Games will take place at 
Harvest Park and Pleasanton 
middle schools as well as the 
high school.
 To volunteer, contact Spe-
cial Olympics Coordinator Ken 
Mano at 846-4381 in the eve-
nings or email avboosters@
comcast.net.
 Amador Valley will host the 
Special Olympics volleyball 
tournament and track meet on 
May 19. Volunteers will be reg-
istered for this event in April.

BART wants to hear 
from you
 BART is holding public meet-
ings to get input about a pro-
posed fare increase in July, as 
well as to find out if Clipper 
cards are convenient to pur-
chase. The fare increase will 
help to replace aging trains, 
a long-range project expected 
to total $3 billion. Most of the 
funding will come from local, 
regional, state and federal gov-
ernments, with BART contribut-
ing about 25%.
 As part of Clipper, a region-
al payment system for pub-
lic transportation, BART’s dis-
counted fares for seniors and 
youths are automatically de-
ducted as they board. BART 
wants to make sure that the 
cards are readily available in 
the communities it serves, 
cards are at various transporta-
tion service centers.
 The meetings will be held 
March 6 in Oakland; March 12, 
Concord; March 14, San Fran-
cisco; March 15, Daly City; and 
March 19, Richmond. Or an 
online survey at www.bart.gov 
can be used to give input.

Free energy seminar

 The Pleasanton Downtown 
Association is holding a free 
presentation for businesses and 
building owners to learn more 
about PG&E’s switch to a Time 
Variable Pricing rate beginning 
Nov. 1 on non-residential ac-
counts. Topics will include rate 
changes, energy assessments 
and monitoring, solar options, 
quality maintenance and in-
centive programs, city rebates 
and other commercial energy 
programs.
 The meeting will be held from 
8-10 a.m., Wednesday, March 14, 
at the Veteran’s Memorial Build-
ing, 301 Main St. in Pleasanton. 
RSVPs required; go to eup-com-
mercial3-14.eventbrite.com.

DIGEST

BY JEB BING
 Union leaders called on members and others 
at a Democratic Party rally last week to protest 
at upcoming meetings throughout the East Bay 
where operating permits for Walmart grocery 
stores will be considered.
 First up for the union protests is a public 
hearing scheduled March 14 before the Pleasan-
ton Planning Commission.
 The commission will hear an appeal by Linda 
Martin and Angela Willmes, both Pleasanton resi-
dents, asking the commission to overturn an ap-
proval of a zoning administrator’s recommendation 
to allow Walmart to move into the former Nob Hill 
store in the Meadow Plaza Shopping Center. The 
shopping center is located on Santa Rita Road just 
south of West Las Positas Boulevard.
 The union spokesmen made their pitch for 
support in battling proposed Walmart Neighbor-
hood Markets in Pleasanton, San Ramon and 
other East Bay cities. Their pleas came at a rally in 

the International Brotherhood of Electrical Work-
ers hall in Dublin where 350 were waiting to hear 
comments from Congressman Pete Stark, who is 
seeking re-election in the new 15th Congressio-
nal District, and his challenger, fellow Democrat 
Eric Swalwell, an Alameda County deputy district 
attorney and Dublin City Councilman.
 Union representatives urged the crowd, and 
especially union members, to attend the March 
14 meeting in Pleasanton to show their unified 
objections to allowing Walmart to open one of 
its Neighborhood Markets at the Nob Hill site. 
Union leaders said Walmart pays its employees 
below-union scale wages, denies part-timers 
health insurance, and then sells groceries at 
lower prices than the larger supermarkets can 
afford, threatening smaller grocers.
 More than 150 packed a Pleasanton City 
Council meeting Feb. 7 when the council, in a 
4-1 vote, approved an item on the consent cal-
endar that said Walmart could reopen the Nob 

Hill market because no major changes would be 
made to the provisions of the operating permit 
that governed Nob Hill.
 Councilman Matt Sullivan voted against the 
recommendation. And while the other four on the 
council voted in favor, their vote came after City 
Attorney Jonathan Lowell explained in detail that 
their approval could be appealed, which it now 
has. It’s likely that the same group of protestors and 
supporters of the Walmart bid will be at the Plan-
ning Commission hearing. And, no matter how 
the commission votes, it’s also likely that the “los-
ing” side will appeal that decision back to the City 
Council for another public hearing all over again.
 This all makes it likely that Walmart won’t 
have an answer on its Nob Hill bid before late 
spring or early summer.
 The delays don’t please Tom Foley, the prop-
erty manager of Meadow Plaza Shopping Center 

Unions urge members, Democrats to rally against Walmart
Labor leaders say retailer pays workers below-scale wages

PUSD board votes 
to slash budget  
by $5.3 million

Cuts include counselors, reading 
specialists and Barton program

BY GLENN WOHLTMANN
 A split school board voted to keep a proposed 
list of cuts intact, despite a last-minute effort by 
two members to restore a reading program and a 
reading specialist.
 On a 3-2 vote at its Tuesday meeting, the 
board adopted cuts that will mean the layoffs 
of the equivalent of 75.22 employees although, 
because some are part-time, the number of pink 
slips sent out will be higher, according to Bill 
Faraghan, assistant superintendent of human 
resources.
 Board President Joan Laursen and members 
Jeff Bowser and Chris Grant voted to approve the 
cuts as listed. Board Members Valerie Arkin and 
Jamie Hintzke supported a modified cut list that 
would keep the Barton Reading Program intact 
and restore one reading specialist.
 All five members said they support reading 
programs.
 Arkin made a motion asking the board to re-
consider its approval of spending $240,000 on a 
facilities study.
 Laursen noted that parliamentary procedure 
did not allow for the motion; Arkin then changed 
her motion to approve the cuts without the read-
ing specialist or the Barton program being cut, 
and requested the facilities master plan be recon-
sidered at the next board meeting, before layoff 
notices were finalized.
 “I would ask for leniency on this because 
I asked for this to be on the agenda tonight,” 
Arkin said, referring to the facilities master plan. 
She and Hintzke asked staff at the last board 
meeting to come up with other cuts that could 
keep the reading specialist and Barton program 
off the cut list; Arkin’s motion to approve the 
cuts without the specialist and Barton on the cut 
list lost on a 2-3 vote.
 Despite the vote to approve two cut lists, one 
of cuts that were made and then restored last 
year, and a new round of cuts, Laursen, Grant 
and Bowser said that doesn’t mean the end of 
district support for reading or the cuts that in-

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS 

Occupy Oakland members join Castlewood workers and union members to march through down-
town Pleasanton to the country club last Saturday. 

 Between 300 and 350 people turned out 
for last weekend’s Occupy Pleasanton event 
to protest the lockout of workers from Castle-
wood Country Club, now in its second year.
 Pleasanton Police and Alameda County 
Sheriff’s deputies escorted the marchers, but 
there were no arrests and the event concluded 
without incident.
 While no one camped out, a group calling 
itself “Save the 1%” pitched tents near the 
golf course during the protest as a satirical 
gesture. That group, which carried signs like 
“The rich make the world work (for us),” and 
“Golfing is a human right,” dressed in suits, 
ties and evening gowns and was featured this 
week in Mother Jones, a liberal magazine 
based in San Francisco.
 Meanwhile, UniteHERE Local 2850, the union 
representing the 57 full- and part-time workers 

locked out of the country club, is awaiting a rul-
ing from the National Labor Relations Board.
 “The last day of the hearing is Thursday, 
March 1,” said union organizer Sarah Norr. 
“From there, it will be another two or three 
months before a decision is issued.”
 Norr said negotiations between club man-
agement and the union have been called off for 
now.
 “We have not been negotiating for the 
past couple months because everyone’s been 
focused on the NLRB case. We will probably 
resume soon, but don’t have a definite date 
yet,” she said.
 The dispute mainly revolves around health 
care benefits; Castlewood spokesman Vintage 
Foster, president of AMF Media Group, said 
the club wants the union to allow a vote on its 

Occupiers march  
to Castlewood Country Club

Club spokesman responds to union claims, urges member vote

See WALMART on Page 7

See CUTS on Page 6See CASTLEWOOD on Page 7
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clude a reduction in counselors at 
high schools and middle schools, 
the end of class size reductions 

and a physical education position, 
among other things.
 Those were cut last year but 
restored with fundraising, con-
cessions from the district’s CSEA 
(California Service Employees As-

sociation) workers and by using 
district reserve money. Those cuts, 
which totaled more than $3.1 mil-
lion, were brought back on a one-
time basis.
 The new cuts total just over 
$2.2 million. They include the 
elimination of adult education and 
summer school, additional cuts for 
counseling at all schools, cuts in 
psychologists and program special-
ists, reductions in custodial ser-
vices at middle and high schools 
and the district offices and cuts to 
maintenance and grounds services. 
They also include eliminating car 
allowances for managers and re-
ducing car allowances for other 
management by $200 a month and 
cutting the work year for manage-
ment by five days.
 The new round of cuts was nec-
essary because the district has to 
anticipate the possibility that a tax 
increase referendum proposed by 
Gov. Jerry Brown might not pass. 
Luz Cazares, assistant superinten-
dent of business services, outlined 
the two scenarios that could occur, 
with the district losing $150,000 
if the tax increase is approved and 

losing $5.4 million if the tax in-
crease doesn’t pass. The two cuts 
total more than $5.35 million.
 More than 30 people attended 
the board meeting Tuesday night, 
many coming for a second time 
to ask the board to keep the Bar-
ton program intact. Seven people 
asked the board to restore the pro-
gram, including Dianna Zachlod, 
a third-grader at Walnut Grove 
Elementary School.
 “I’m a smart girl, but I’ve had a 
hard time learning to read,” Zach-
lod told the board, citing how 
much her skills have improved 
during the single year she’s been 
in Barton. Most of the others who 
spoke were parents who worry 
about what will happen to their 
children if that program and the 
reading specialist were cut.
 Bowser suggested that they could 
be restored with savings that could 
come about through union conces-
sions and with donations.
 “This is like a bad movie,” he 
said. “We’re trying to anticipate 
what the bad scenario will be with 
so many uncertainties and knowing 
that we can go from bad to worse 
with the stroke of a pen.”
 Those uncertainties include 
whether some programs that are 
required but not funded by the 
state will be waived and whether 
a weighted funding formula that 
would direct money to poorer dis-
tricts will continue as planned. 
Cazares said Pleasanton stands to 
be one of the biggest losers should 
that plan go forward.
 While Arkin and Hintzke said it 

would be easier to keep Barton and 
the reading specialist than it would 
be to bring them back, Grant said 
he’s committed to bringing back as 
much as possible.
 “I will fight to have Barton re-
stored,” he said. “We need to re-
store all of these programs.”
 Regarding school funding, Caza-
res said she’d recently been ques-
tioned about “magical money” that 
appears at the end of each year in 
time to bring back some employees 
and restore programs. She attrib-
uted that to employee concessions 
that have amounted to $7.5 million 
over the last three years, and to 
$1.6 million in donations raised by 
Pleasanton Partnerships in Educa-
tion and by the Pleasanton Schools 
Educational Enrichment Founda-
tion over the same time.
 Negotiations with the district’s 
two unions are continuing and 
could offset some of the cuts. How-
ever, the board Tuesday night took 
the first step toward staff reduc-
tions when it approved the release 
of all of its temporary certificated 
employees, which total the equiva-
lent of 50 fulltime employees.
 The board also approved policy 
that will allow drug detection dogs 
on all three high school campuses. 
Those dogs — which will be kept 
away from students — will search 
student and staff parking lots and 
student gym lockers. With the OK, 
searches can begin any time, al-
though they must have the ap-
proval of Superintendent Parvin 
Ahmadi or someone she designates 
to make the approvals for her. 

NEWS

Serving the Tri-Valley with Medical Facilities 

in Livermore and Pleasanton 

www.valleycare.com

FOCUS ON FITNESS

What’s your excuse for not exercising?
DEAR JIM:  It seems like I’ve been thinking about exercise forever, 
but I always have a million excuses and never get started.  When I 
read that more than 2/3 of Americans are overweight – and more than 
1/3 are obese – I get concerned, but since I’m probably one of the 2/3 
majority, I  assume that I’m just normal and just shrug it off.  Do most 
people make excuses like I do to rationalize their lack of physical 
activity?  LAZY BONES IN LAS VEGAS 

DEAR LAZY BONES:  Most people have every excuse in the world not to exercise, let 
alone engage in any kind of athletic endeavor.  They are too tired, too fat, too old, too sick, 
too busy, too weak, too lazy, too depressed, too this, or too that.   They have physical 
disabilities, they are in pain – well, you get the message.  Instead of trying to be everyone 
else, why not look at those people who have overcome some of these excuses and 
achieved extraordinary accomplishments:

• 26-year-old Nick Vujicic of Australia (now living in Los Angeles) was born with no arms 
and no legs due to a rare condition known as Phocomellia.  He has a small foot on his hip 
which allows him to balance himself and to kick. Vujicic, who holds a degree in Financial 
Planning and Real Estate, can type and write with his foot and pick up things between his 
toes. Despite his missing appendages, Vujicic swims, surfs, and even plays football. 

• Charles Zibbleman swam for 168 consecutive hours in a pool in Honolulu. Three years 
earlier he swam the Hudson River from Albany to New York City, a distance of 147 mi., 
to set the distance record for handicapped swimmers. By the way, Zibbleman had no legs. 

• Pete Gray played professional baseball for the major league St. Louis Browns with one 
arm (he lost his arm in an accident as a youngster) and once had five hits and two RBI 
against the New York Yankees.  

• Marie Dorthy Buder was 23 when became a nun. More than two decades later as 
Sister Madonna, she started running. At a time when many of her peers were slowing 
down, Sister Buder was just warming up. At 52, she added swimming and biking to her 
repertoire, and since 1982 she’s powered through more than 300 triathlons, including 34 
full Ironmans (2.4-mile swim, 112-mile bike ride, 26.2-mile run). In 1996, she completed 
an Ironman in 14:27:14--fast enough to break the world record for 65- to 69-year-olds. 
And at 75, Buder became the oldest woman to complete the Hawaii Ironman, a title she 
repeated in 2006.  

• Kyle Maynard is a former college award-winning wrestler and amateur mixed martial 
artist born with congenital amputation of the forearms and lower legs. Maynard had a 
record of 35 wins 16 losses as a high school wrestler.  

Now, what’s your excuse?    

Jim Evans is a 45-year veteran of the health and fitness industry and internationally 
recognized fitness consultant. He is also a member of the Visionary Board of the In-
ternational Council on Active Aging. Readers can send their questions to Jim about 
health, fitness, and quality of life to jime@bayareaffc.com. 

This column is brought to you by 
Bay Area Family Fitness Center, 
4250 Rosewood Drive, Pleasanton, CA 94588, 
in the Rosewood Shopping Center. 
Call 925-416-1100 for further information.

CUTS
Continued from Page 5

TAKE US ALONG

Roman adventure: Rose & Marla Marino enjoy the Pleasanton Weekly at 
the Trevi Fountain in Rome, Italy.
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NEWS

BY GLENN WOHLTMANN
 The Pleasanton school district 
has a new public face to replace 
former public information officer 
Myla Grasso, who moved to the 
purchasing department last year.
 Nicole Steward started as Man-
agement Assistant/Technology Co-
ordinator in November, earning 
$76,034 as an 80% fulltime em-
ployee, although sending out news 
releases and the district’s e-connec-
tion digital newsletter is just a part 
of her duties.
 Steward explained that she’s 
working with schools on testing, 
helping them “translate the data 
into English.”
 She previously worked at Fre-
mont Unified School District, where 
for the last year and a half she was 
a behavior management specialist, 
working directly with students and 
their families.
 “I was contracted with the 
Alameda County Behavioral 

Heath Services to do prevention 
and early intervention for stu-
dents with academic and behav-
ioral needs. I also did transition 
counseling with sixth-graders on 
their way to seventh,” Steward 
said. “I was able to move many 
students from ‘below basic’ to 
‘proficient’ on their state testing 
simply by working with them and 
their families to provide the non-

school services they needed.”
 That, she said, included helping 
with things like housing, food, and 
child care. Now, she said she’s tak-
ing a macro approach, but is still 
helping students.
 “Much of the work I did one-
on-one with students and their 
families translates perfectly to my 
new position as it gives me a real-
world picture of what the achieve-
ment gap really looks like and how 
it impacts communities,” Steward 
said. “It also gives me a strong 
personal/moral push to make sure 
Pleasanton Unified has their assess-
ment and technology needs met so 
they can better serve every student 
in the district.”
 Steward, who lives in San Jose, 
said she decided on the move to 
Pleasanton because her earlier job 
as public information officer, which 
she held for about two-and-a-half 
years in Fremont, was cut and her 
last job was “shaky.” 

School district adds position
Duties include analyzing test data

NOW OFFERING ZERONA® BODY SLIMMING
Zerona® is the only clinically-proven non-invasive 

laser slimming treatment that removes fat and 
reduces inches with:

Lose 1 dress size in 2 weeks!
After AfterBefore Before

$10.00 Per Unit 

Botox® Treatment  Always!!!

NORCAL
Weight Loss Center

Look Better. Feel Better. Be Better

 

where the empty Nob Hill store is 
located.
 “Since Nob Hill Foods closed in 
2010, our center has been without 
an anchor tenant,” he said. “We have 
worked hard to find a business to 
locate in the vacant building. We are 
very pleased that the Walmart Neigh-
borhood grocery has stepped up.”
 Foley said that since Nob Hill 
closed, smaller businesses at Meadow 
Plaza have closed with the vacancy 
rate now 67% there and 30% at the 
adjoining Santa Rita Center on the 
West Las Positas side of the shopping 
and service business complex.

 At the Feb. 7 meeting, nearly a 
third attending wore bright yellow 
lapel stickers reading: “Give our 
Pleasanton a voice! No Wal-Mart.”
 A union steward stood outside 
the Civic Center door leading to 
the council chamber checking in 
those who had agreed to support 
the effort by several unions to deny 
the Walmart application.
 With the IBEW’s appeal to 
Democrats at the Stark-Swalwell 
“smack-down,” as it was called, 
more protestors are expected at 
the March 14 Planning Commis-
sion meeting, which will be held in 
council chamber at the Pleasanton 
Civic Center, 200 Old Bernal Ave. 
The meeting will start at 7 p.m. 

final offer.
 “About 40 of their members 
signed a petition that said, ‘We 
want to vote on this offer,’ and they 
have not been able to,” Foster said. 
“The position was presented to us 
at the bargaining table.”
 While approving a vote doesn’t 
mean it will pass, Foster ques-
tioned why the union is blocking 
it. He also said the union is looking 
for better health care coverage than 
most country clubs provide.
 “What Castlewood Country Club 
has done is said, ‘We’re going to 
protect the employee’ — 100% of 
coverage of the single employee is 
covered in our proposal,” Foster 
said. He said on average, East Bay 
country clubs pay 93% of health 
benefits for single employees and 
most pay an average of 48% of 
health care coverage for families; the 
club’s proposal would pay 47%.
 Foster noted that health care 
benefits have risen 113% in the 
last 10 years, but the club “has not 
passed a single dime of that cost 
onto its employees.”
 He said he’s confident the club 
will win at the NLRB hearing, as it 
did in the last hearing.

 Norr could not be reached for 
comment.
 Foster said the cost of mem-
bership has dropped from about 
$85,000 to around $11,000, but 
said that was because of the econ-
omy, as is the case with many local 
clubs, and not the lockout. Castle-
wood has 800 regular members.
 He admitted, however, that the 
club has lost business as a result of 
the strike.
 “The union has gone to meet 
with organizations that want to 
have events at Castlewood and 
said, ‘We will not support you or 
your business if you hold your 
event there,’” Foster said. 

—Glenn Wohltmann

WALMART
Continued from Page 5

CASTLEWOOD
Continued from Page 5

Nicole Steward

An Evening of Elegance

Come experience what a Ruby Hill Golf Club wedding has to 
off er with fi rst-class vendors, the latest in bridal fashions, our 

extraordinary service, cuisine and more! Don’t miss this special 
opportunity to see the Bay Area’s most beautiful wedding venue.

Sunday, March 4, 2012  �  5:00-8:00pm
Sip champagne, savor hors d’oeuvres and 
brides receive complimentary swag bag
Meet with local wedding vendors
See the latest in bridal fashions
Enjoy raffl  e and prize giveaways
See the latest in wedding trends and décor
Enjoy all the ambiance and romance 
Ruby Hill Golf Club has to off er

Admission $20 per person ($10 for Ruby 
Hill brides). Brides who attend and book 
their wedding will receive $750 off  the 
facility fee for their wedding.

Please RSVP, or for more information, e-mail 
MJohnson@RubyHill.com. Visit our Facebook 
page at Weddings at Ruby Hill Golf Club.

a Ruby Hill Golf Club Bridal Faire

�

�

In a mock counter protest, a group 
called “Save the 1%” held its own rally, 
with signs like, “Cheap labor bought 
my Lexus.”
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 Pleasanton-based Ross Stores, Inc. has 
reported sales for the four weeks ended Jan. 
28 of $483 million, an increase of 10% over 
the $441 million in sales for the four weeks 
ended Jan. 29, 2011. Same store sales for the 
four weeks ending this past Jan. 28 grew 5% 
on top of 3% and 8% gains in the prior two 
years.
 For the 13 weeks ending Jan. 28, 2012, 
sales rose 12% to $2.398 billion, from $2.145 
billion for the 13 weeks ending Jan. 29, 
2011. Comparable store sales for the quarter 
ended Jan. 28, 2012 increased 7% on top of 
4% and 10% growth in the fourth quarters of 
2010 and 2009, respectively.
 For the 52 weeks ending Jan. 28, 2012, 
sales grew 9% to $8.608 billion, compared 
to $7.866 billion in sales for the 52 weeks 
ending Jan. 29, 2011. Comparable store sales 
for the 2011 fiscal year rose 5% on top of 5% 
and 6% increases in fiscal 2010 and 2009.
 “Sales for both January and the fourth 
quarter of fiscal 2011 were well ahead of 
our expectations as our wide assortments of 
compelling name-brand bargains continue to 
appeal to today’s value-focused consumers,” 
said Michael Balmuth, vice chairman and 
chief executive officer.
 “Juniors, Shoes and Children’s were the 
strongest merchandise categories during the 
month, while Florida and the Mid-Atlantic 
were the top performing regions,” Balmuth 
added.

 The company also announced that its 
board of directors recently approved a 27% 
increase in the quarterly cash dividend to 
$.14 per common share, payable on March 
30 to stockholders of record as of Feb. 17.
 “Our strong financial position and antici-
pated future cash flows allow us to continue 
to enhance stockholder returns through both 
our dividend and share repurchase pro-
grams,” Balmuth said. “The higher dividend 
announced today represents the 18th con-
secutive annual increase since our dividend 
program was initiated in 1994.”
 “In addition, we are pleased to report that 
during 2011 we repurchased a total of 11.3 
million shares of common stock for an ag-
gregate purchase price of $450 million,” he 
added. “We expect to complete as planned 
the remaining $450 million repurchase au-
thorization in fiscal year 2012.”
 Based on January sales and margin results, 
the company is raising its profit forecast for 
the 13 weeks ending Jan. 28 with earnings 
per share now estimated to be in the range of 
$.84 to $.85. These projected results would 
represent a 22% to 23% increase over the 
$.69 for the 13 weeks ending Jan. 29, 2011.
 For the 52 weeks ending Jan. 28, 2012, 
earnings per share are estimated to grow 23% 
to 24% to $2.85 to $2.86, up from $2.31 for 
the 2010 fiscal year ending Jan. 29, 2011. All 
share and per share figures reflect the com-
pany’s recent two-for-one stock split. 

Ross Stores reports sales increase  
of 10% for first 4 weeks of January

Business News Edited by Jeb Bing

Workday adds 2 VPs  
to its management team

Pleasanton firm’s workforce, global reach expanding

 Workday Inc. of Pleasanton added two 
new vice presidents to its management 
team this week to support its growing 
workforce and global product gains.
 The appointments were announced by 
Dave Duffield and Aneel Bhusri, Workday’s 
co-founders and co-CEOs.
 Jim Shaughnessy was named vice presi-
dent, general counsel 
and secretary of the 
company, which is a rec-
ognized leader in enter-
prise solutions for global 
human resources, pay-
roll and financial man-
agement. He now over-
sees the company’s legal, 
corporate governance, 
security and compliance 
operations globally.
 Debi Hirshlag was named vice presi-
dent of human resources with responsi-
bility for talent acquisition and develop-
ment, compensation and benefits, and 
employee engagement programs.
 Prior to joining Workday, Hirshlag 
served as vice president of worldwide HR 
at Flextronics, where she led its deploy-
ment of one of the world’s largest rollouts 
of a core HR system in cloud computing. 
In addition, she managed an internal 
team of more than 500 HR professionals, 

implemented and ran global HR shared 
services, and managed the site-based HR 
and learning systems organizations for 
Flextronics’ 200,000 workers around the 
globe.
 She has also held 
HR leadership roles 
at Ariba Inc., Latitude 
Communications, and 
Trimble, holding earlier 
career roles at Amoco 
Corp., Pepsi-Cola and 
Seagate.
 She holds a master’s 
degree in labor and in-
dustrial relations from 
the University of Illinois and a bachelor’s 
degree in industrial management from Car-
negie Mellon University.
 Shaughnessy has more than 25 years of 
experience as a strategic legal executive for 
companies including Compaq Computer 
Corp., HP, Lenovo Group Ltd., and People-
Soft Inc. Just prior to joining Workday, he 
served as senior vice president, chief ad-
ministrative officer and general counsel at 
Orbitz Worldwide Inc.
 He holds Juris Doctor and master’s of 
public policy degrees from the Univer-
sity of Michigan and a bachelor’s degree in 
political science from Northern Michigan 
University.  

Debi Hirshlag

Jim  
Shaughnessy
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Nudge away from plastic

Dear Editor,
 How thrilled I was to read that 
Pleasanton has voted in an ordi-
nance to limit plastic bag usage 
and waste. I’ve been shopping in 
San Jose three times since its ordi-
nance went into effect in January. 
Each time I forgot to bring bags 
and had to make the inconvenient 
decision to carry my stuff out. You 
can bet I’ll remember next time.
 For years now, I’ve had reusable 
bags sitting in the trunk of my 
car, and since I’ve never had quite 
enough incentive to remember, I 
never do. Shopping in San Jose 
last Sunday, I was very happy to 
observe lanes and lanes of shoppers 
unfolding their variously shaped 
and colored reusable bags for the 
cashiers and courtesy clerks to 
use. If it takes an ordinance to give 
people the nudge they need in this 
direction, I’m all for it.

Kisa Konrad

Council knows best?

Dear Editor,
 The Pleasanton City Council has 
decided it knows better than we do 
about the choices we make for our 
family. We choose the right foods to 
feed our kids and encourage them 
to exercise to keep them healthy. 
They wear helmets on all wheeled 
toys and pads and protectors to play 
sports. We support our schools, our 
church and our local nonprofits. We 
pay taxes, volunteer our time and 
even recycle. Somehow in the eyes 
of our City Council we can do all 
this but we are still not qualified to 
choose a paper, plastic or reusable 
bag at the grocery store. It’s no lon-
ger OK to select a paper bag at the 
grocery store to use for our kitchen 
recycling. No, the government 
knows best. We now must carry 
reusable (bacteria-laden?) shopping 
bags to every store we shop at in 
Pleasanton (which is often many in 
a day) or we must pay to receive 
one from the merchant who has 
already factored the price of the bag 
into the price of their product (and 
we’re pretty sure the cost of the gro-
ceries is not coming down!).

 Choice is no longer important 
(at least in this situation). Our 
council members know what’s bet-
ter for our family, and yours. Their 
actions are overreaching. And we 
still do have a choice: to either ask 
the bagger to carry out every item 
of our groceries to the car, or to 
shop in a town next door. We may 
choose both.

Derek and Erin Kvistad

Don’t turn away 
business
Dear Editor,
 Councilman Matt Sullivan, al-
luding to Walmart, was not up-
front with leasing the property. If 
the company did anything illegal, 
the laws can be used to stop such 
an effort. Walmart in Pleasanton 
wanted to expand and was denied 
that by our city, so it went to a gro-
cery store site; the main contention 
is because it is Walmart. Walmart 
wants to expand business here and 
has done so through proper chan-
nels. Are we adverse to a business 
that wants to do business here?
 As the shopping center owner 
has stated, there is over a 30% drop 
in traffic, some stores have closed, 
and others are close to leaving. 
Would we be better off letting that 
center go empty and more people 
lose their jobs? Who wants to live 
by a deteriorating business park? 
We would not only have more jobs 
at the new grocery store but at sur-
rounding places of business. With 
masses of unemployment, I find it 
interesting that cities that complain 
or try to show concern about the 
issue make little effort to correct 
the situation.
 I would prefer to pay for food 
that is affordable. By not allowing 
competition (capitalism), you are 
driving prices up here in Pleasan-
ton, which I would say is not fair 
to most citizens, especially senior 
citizens. To get better prices, you 
are making people drive to other 
towns, which creates more traffic.
 Last I heard we live in a repre-
sentative republic. We vote people 
into office, like Matt Sullivan, 
hopefully to represent us and our 
views. If they do not, we have the 
ability to vote for someone else in 
the next election.

Pat Shaughnessy
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Last week, the Pleasanton PTA Council celebrated PTA 
Founder’s Day, marking the 115th anniversary of the 
national organization and also honoring its three found-

ers that included Phoebe Apperson Hearst, whose Castle-
wood estate still overlooks Pleasanton and Hearst Elementary 
School which was named for her. The celebration also served 
as a reminder of the substantial role that the PTA has played 
locally, regionally and nationally in supporting parent in-
volvement and working on behalf of children and families.
 For Jodie Vashistha, Pleasanton PTA Council president, 
Founders Day was a perfect time to renew her organization’s 
dedication to the purposes of the PTA that was defined by its 
founders more than a century ago. As she said at the celebra-
tion, it is a time to reflect and take pride in the PTA’s many 
accomplishments and to renew PTA members’ commitment 
to be a powerful voice for all children, a relevant resource 
for parents, and a strong advocate for public education.
 Locally, celebrating the PTA and renewing the commitment 
of its supporters comes at a time of urgent financial needs by 
the Pleasanton school district. Just last Tuesday, the school 
board painfully acknowledged the growing crisis by voting to 
cut 75 full-time positions from the district’s payroll as it faces a 
$5.4 million shortfall in the 2012-13 school year budget. With 
the PTA’s mission to represent its members and to empower 
and support them with skills in advocacy, leadership and com-
munication to positively impact the lives of all children and 
families, the organization’s work here and throughout Califor-
nia must include finding the financial resources needed to keep 
our schools and education programs strong and effective.
 The Pleasanton PTA Council began in 2003 as an umbrella 
group for all PTAs in Pleasanton. Besides the local and re-
gional chapters, the state PTA plays a major role in lobbying 
legislators for funding increases and statewide improve-
ments in education programs. PTA members have long been 
in the forefront of working to resolve those challenges. The 
organization has been instrumental in the passage of impor-
tant laws and guidelines that we sometimes take for granted 
today, such as creating a separate criminal justice system 
for juvenile offenders, enforcing child labor laws, building 
kindergarten into the public school system, and supplying 
federally funded hot lunches that now feed more than 26 
million children a day across the country.
 PTA has never been shy to tackle tough issues, from talk-
ing about sex education as early as 1916 to supporting HIV/
AIDS education programs in the 1980s. The organization 
has been there to help parents and teachers be partners in 
children’s education. Now, with state funding for education 
woefully inadequate and the Legislature’s inability to come 
together on ways to fix that, the PTA, the largest volunteer 
child advocacy organization in California, needs to tackle an 
even tougher issue. Phoebe Apperson Hearst was a recog-
nized national advocate for a financially sound public school 
system. Following in her steps, the Pleasanton PTA Council, 
with other advocacy groups at its side, can continue the 
PTA’s 115-year history of ensuring a quality education in 
financially beleaguered school districts like Pleasanton’s with 
a strong voice in Sacramento and among voters on Nov. 6. 
If Phoebe Hearst were with us today, she’d be leading the 
campaign.  

To honor its 115th anniversary, 
PTA needs to tackle school funding

EDITORIAL THE OPINION OF THE WEEKLY

Visit Town Square at PleasantonWeekly.com  
to comment on the editorial.

Nationally and internationally trained, Dr. Kala Swamynathan received her medical degree 
from Kilpauk Medical College in Chennai, India, and after working as a research coordinator 
at the Stanford University Department of Ophthalmology, took her ophthalmology residency 

at Indiana University Medical Center in Indianapolis, where she was awarded the Merrill 
Grayson Leadership Award for best graduating resident. She is Board Certifi ed by the American 
Academy of Ophthalmology. As a comprehensive ophthalmologist, she will be available to see 

patients in the Pleasanton and Livermore offi ces beginning January 17th. 

925-460-5000
5575 W. Las Positas Blvd. #240, Pleasanton

925-449-4000
28 Fenton St., Livermore

is pleased to welcome Dr. Kala Swamynathan 
to our team of physicians.

www.ValleyEyeCareCenter.com

See Your Best, Look Your Best!

Dr. Kala Swamynathan
Jonathan Savell, M.D.
Michael Gagnon, M.D.
Gina Trantacosti, O.D.

Jimmy Yip, O.D.
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TriValley Life
WHAT’S HAPPENING AROUND THE VALLEY — MUSIC, THEATER, ART, MOVIES AND MORE

PEOPLE AND LIFESTYLES 
IN OUR COMMUNITY

Newcomers Club hosting speaker from nursery
BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

 It must be spring, right? Not until March 20, 
but Pleasanton Newcomers Club is anticipating 
the season with a gardening expert from Alden 
Lane Nursery at its next luncheon to present 
new ideas for spring gardening and to encourage 
everyone to delve into their gardens.
 “In the past we’ve done a number of things 
in the spring, like fashion shows,” said Trish 
Sullivan, who plans the monthly luncheon 
programs along with Kathy Lee and Sharon 
Tietgens. “We decided this year to do some-
thing with gardening in the springtime. We’ll 
have a gardening expert and will enjoy a nice 
luncheon.”
 Members and businesses also have donated 
items for drawings, with part of the proceeds 
going to Tri-Valley Haven.
 Not all the monthly luncheons have speakers, 
Sullivan said.
 “Some are really casual,” she said. “Most 
people just want to get together. And sometimes 
their time is precious — if people have kids they 
may have to go to school to pick them up, or 
they may have to get back to work.”
 The spring gardening luncheon is not just 
for members of Newcomers, Sullivan said; 
prospective members can come to a couple 
of events before they need to join. And you 
don’t have to be new to Pleasanton or the area 
either.
 “Although the title is ‘Newcomers,’ sometimes 
people join who’ve lived here their whole lives,” 
she explained.
 Sullivan joined when she moved here five 
years ago. Her children were grown so it was a 
good way to meet people and explore the area. 
She’s moved around a lot, she said, and always 
joined newcomers’ groups although some have 
their members join an “encore” group after a few 
years.
 Pleasanton Newcomers Club members are 
women, she noted, although activities often 
include spouses and friends. On Sunday eve-
ning, the Newcomers took over Vine Cinema 
in Livermore for an Oscar Night with the 
Academy Awards viewed on the big screen.
 “It was sold out,” Sullivan said. “We dressed 
up as if we were on the red carpet.”
 Pleasanton Newcomers have groups for 
many interests — such as reading, bridge, 

bunko, poker, walking and hiking — plus 
host monthly coffees.
 “It’s good to go to the monthly coffee if you 
want to know more about the group,” Sullivan 
said. “They are held the first Wednesday of each 
month.”
 They also have regular outings to explore the 
area. For instance, a group visited Orchard Nurs-
ery in Lafayette at the beginning of the holiday 
season to see its extensive Christmas decora-
tions, then had lunch in Lafayette.
 For more information on the club, visit www.
PleasantonNewcomers.com or call 215-8405.
 “You have to leave a message but someone will 
get right back to you,” Sullivan said.
 Or attend the March luncheon to learn more 
about the Newcomers — and about gardening in 
the springtime. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Every Monday morning members of Pleasanton Newcomers Club meet at Tully’s downtown and walk for an 
hour. The club has another group that hikes in the hills each week.

It’s ‘Springtime in the Garden’

Cure for spring fever
What: Luncheon with speaker  
on “Springtime in the Garden”

Who: Pleasanton Newcomers Club

When: 11:30 a.m., Wednesday, 
March 14 (reserve by March 9)

Where: Girasole Grill,  
3180 Santa Rita Road,  
Pleasanton

Cost: $26.75 (choice  
of five entrees)

Reservations: Call  
215-8405 and leave message
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

 A tale of love, murder, suicide, 
a rebellion and a fiery diva are in 
store for audiences when Liver-
more Valley Opera presents Giaco-
mo Puccini’s operatic masterpiece 
“Tosca,” opening March 10 and 
playing for two weekends at the 
Bankhead Theater in downtown 
Livermore.
 “Tosca” is the second opera of 
the company’s 20th anniversary 
season, and is one of the most fre-
quently performed operas through-
out the world. It takes place in 
1800s Rome when citizens were 
rebelling against the occupation by 
royals from Naples and Napoleon 
was threatening to invade. Its char-
acters are based on real people, 
and its scenes are reflective of true 
Roman locales — matched with 
the dramatic and powerful arias 
and music of Puccini.
 “There is some truth to the story 
of Tosca,” said Elizabeth Wells, ex-
ecutive director of Livermore Valley 
Opera. “The opera takes place dur-
ing a real time in history with many 
of the sets depicting real locations. 
These elements of the opera make 
the story that much more real for 
the audience.”
 But it is not only the historical 
realism of the story that makes 
this Puccini opera so well-loved, 
it is Floria Tosca herself, Wells 
added.
 “She’s a hot-headed diva con-
sumed with jealousy and pride, 
whose ill-fated love for Mario Ca-
varadossi, considered a traitor, she 
must defend against a corrupt and 
brutal police chief Scarpia,” Wells 
said. “Scarpia is a hideous monster 
of a character and Puccini’s music 
portrays him with edgier and dark-
er music than the romantic music 
usually expected of opera.”
 Stage Director Olivia Stapp, the 

opera company’s first female direc-
tor, is a former diva who sang the 
part of Tosca more than once during 
her opera career, so she knows full 
well the power of Puccini’s music.
 “Tosca is a great musical master-
piece which requires heroic sing-
ing from three central characters, 
but it is also a theatrical master-
piece so carefully constructed that 
there is not a wasted second,” 
Stapp explained.
 “I love the way Puccini writes for 
Scarpia, the brutal police chief. The 
text, written by French playwright 
Victorien Sardou, is brilliant — cre-
ating an evil man cloaked in gentil-
ity and nobility, with gestures of an 
aristocrat but underneath is the foul-
ness of perversity,” she continued.
 “Puccini renders this duality, 
and paints this intense psycholog-
ical contrast with grandiloquent 
music.”
 Stapp also knows the demands 
placed on the singers, and their 
excitement for performing the 
arias.
 “Puccini understood the almost 
electric force that a wonderful 
singer has to communicate and 
was able to write brilliantly for the 
human voice,” she said.
 Soprano and 
Metropol i t an 
Opera artist 
Marie Plette is 
singing the title 
role of Tosca.
 “When I was 
in college, sing-
ing as a mezzo-
soprano, I used 
to sneak away to a room to sing 
Puccini’s soprano arias,” Plette re-
called. “When I was told I was 
truly a soprano, I was so excited 
because it’s every soprano’s dream 
to sing the role of Tosca.” 

 The role of Tosca’s lover Cavara-
dossi will be sung by tenor David 
Gustafson, who appeared in “Die 
Fledermaus” in 
2010. The evil 
Scarpia will be 
sung by bass 
baritone Phillip 
Skinner, a vet-
eran singer with 
the San Fran-
cisco Opera.
 Also joining 
in this produc-
tion are members of the Tri-Valley’s 
own award-winning Cantabella 
Children’s Chorus, performing as a 
chorus of altar boys in Act I.
 The production will be sung in 
Italian with English super-titles. 
Included in the ticket price are 
pre-opera talks held one hour 
prior to curtain.
 “This opera has been such a fa-
vorite for LVO audiences that we 
could not wait another season to 
bring it back so it seemed appropri-
ate for our 20th anniversary sea-
son,” Executive Director Wells said. 
“Puccini’s masterpiece is steeped in 
drama and will surely touch the 
hearts of our audiences.” 

Fiery ‘Tosca’ opens next week
Livermore Valley Opera presenting Puccini’s tale of love and murder

David 
Gustafson

Marie Plette

‘Of Coronations 
and Weddings’

Royal ceremony music to benefit Valley Concert Chorale

 Were you not invited to Prince 
William and Kate’s royal wedding 
last year? And you can’t make the 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebra-
tion this year either?
 Get a taste of these regal events at 
Valley Concert Chorale’s March 10 
benefit event titled “Of Coronations 
and Weddings,” being presented at 
the First Presbyterian Church in 
Livermore.
 “This event is no ordinary cho-
ral concert,” said event chairperson 
Bobby Jensen. “Since we are singing 
music from royal weddings, includ-
ing Hubert Parry’s ‘I Was Glad,’ the 
processional that Prince William and 
Kate chose for their wedding, we 
wanted to give our audience, rather 
our ‘wedding guests,’ the experience 
of being at a real wedding.”
 The first half of the program will 
be held in the church, which will be 
decorated to suggest a wedding, and 
guests will be ushered to their seats. 
The “wedding party” will sing with 
the rest of the chorale.
 This portion of the program will 
also feature a new commission by 
John Rutter, “This is the Day,” and 
Parry’s “Jerusalem,” a long-time Brit-
ish favorite.
 “Since Parry is one of Prince 
Charles’ favorite composers, we 
thought it fitting that we sing his 
music,” said Chorale Artistic Direc-
tor John Emory Bush.
 In recognition of the 60th anni-
versary of Queen Elizabeth’s coro-
nation, being celebrated this June 
as Her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee, 
the coronation portion of the cho-
ral program will feature Handel’s 
“Zadok the Priest,” which has been 
sung at every royal coronation since 
that of King George II in 1727. 
 Guests are invited to a reception 
in the Fellowship Hall after the first 
half of the choral program.
 “The reception will feature tasty 
treats that are normally found at a 
wedding reception including wed-

ding cake, finger sandwiches and 
other goodies,” Jensen said. “Guests 
will be seated at tables and enter-
tained by the chorale with music by 
the Beatles and Elton John, who also 
performed at royal weddings and 
coronations.”
 There will also be drawings and 
bidding for items, including week-
end getaways, dinners, art and a bas-
ket of authentic coronation jubilee 
items imported from Great Britain.
 Many of the chorale women will 
don wedding hats or “fascinators,” 
the type of elaborate hair accessories 
worn at the recent royal wedding. 
Female guests are encouraged to 
join in the fun and wear hats, too, 
and there will be a Best Hat prize 
awarded during the reception. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Pam Grove and Marsha Sweeney are 
ready for the royal wedding with their 
fancy fascinators.

‘Art: Believe/Achieve’
This collage by Pleasanton artist Charlotte Severin is part of an exhibit of 
works by members of the Diablo/Alameda branch of the National League 
of American Pen Women at the John O’Lague Galleria in Hayward through 
March 30. Pen Women began in 1897 in Washington, D.C., when three 
well-known professionals were denied access to the Press Club based on 
their gender.

Majestic treatment

What: “Of Coronations and 
Weddings”
Who: Valley Concert Chorale
When: 7 p.m., Saturday, 
March 10
Where: First Presbyterian 
Church, 4th and L streets,
Livermore
Cost: $35
Tickets: Call 866-4003 or go to 
www.valleyconcertchorale.org

Fiery tale

What: “Tosca”
Who: Livermore Valley Opera
When: 8 p.m. March 10 and 
17; 2 p.m. March 11 and 18
Where: Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore
Cost: Adults $39-$74; students 
18 and younger $10 off
Tickets: 373-6800; www.liver-
moreperformingarts.org
Other: Opening Night Gala 
dinner at Uncle Yu’s at the 
Vineyard, 4:30 p.m.; ice cream 
served at Sunday matinees
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W
ith identity theft cases on the rise 
in Pleasanton, police and fraud 
expert Phil Blank say there are 

some simple things to do to cut the odds 
of being a victim.
 Crime Prevention Officer Archie Chu 

said to be sure of anyone who emails or 
calls.
 “Never give out personal information 
unless you initiate the contact or you 
know the person or company with whom 
you are dealing. That includes everything, 

like credit card numbers and 
Social Security card numbers,” 

he said, adding, “It’s very important 
to shred all of your documents before you 
throw them away. Basically, I would shred 
anything that has any personal informa-
tion on it.”
 Chu said large amounts of data stolen 
by hackers could wind up overseas and in 
other countries.
 “It could be months before that infor-
mation is used,” he said, urging people 
to check their credit regularly and to “be 

vigilant.”
 So many elderly people have become 
targets, the Pleasanton Police Department 
did a public safety announcement on a 
local radio station, according to Detective 
Michael Rossillon. He said one common 
scam is to call an older person saying a 
relative is in trouble and needs money, 
and asking for a wire transfer.
 “We unfortunately are seeing a rise in 
that,” Rossillon said.
 He also suggested that people cut back 
on the number of credit cards and bank 

PROTECT YOURSELF 
FROM IDENTITY FRAUD
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accounts they have, so they have fewer 
statements to monitor.
 Blank suggested some ways to protect 
electronic information, including making 
sure there’s a password needed to unlock 
a cell phone.
 “Probably the easiest thing is to set ac-
count ‘alerts,’” he said. Blank was a target 
of a credit fraud himself, and said an ac-
count alert blocked a charge attempted 
when he personally wasn’t there, although 
thieves tried twice more to use the infor-
mation they stole.

 “When people get credit card num-
bers, they are traded quickly,” he said, 
explaining that those numbers are often 
sold on the Internet. “You can set 
alerts on your account so that whenever 
there’s a ‘card not present’ (meaning 
someone is trying to charge something 
over the phone or online) on your ac-
count, it tells you.”
 Rossillon suggested that people put 
a security freeze on their credit report, 
which would require a pin number from 
anyone trying to access that information.

 Blank said to “turn off the paper,” 
by using electronic statements whenever 
possible.
 “A lot of this is free for consumers. 
They don’t need to be security geeks, they 
just need to be educated,” he said. “Learn 
the basics. What we don’t want to have 
happen is for people to go online and not 
do it safely.”
 Other tips are:
■ Use an up-to-date operating system 
and have all of the updates and patches 
applied.

■ Use the latest version of your preferred 
browser and make sure that your browser 
plug-ins are also up-to-date. 
■ Do not jail break your iPhone — illegal 
but commonly done to get around the 
restrictions that Apple puts in place.
■ Use an anti-virus protection package on 
your Android phone.
 The Pleasanton Police Department 
has a complete list of tips, and Chu 
has offered to help people who have 
security questions and concerns. Call 
931-5100. 

Thieves using new 
technologies to steal 
from consumersidentityTHEFT

A
ny given week, Pleasanton police 
respond to between five and 15 re-
ports of identity theft. On Feb. 27, 
for example, two people were ar-

rested at Motel 6 with items linked to identity 
theft — document-making equipment, credit 
cards not in their names, fictitious drivers 
licenses, fictitious registration tags, computer 
equipment and computer disks (see police 

bulletin, page 14).
 During the week of Feb. 14-21 

alone, there were five reports of theft 
or attempted theft of information or 
fraudulent charges on an account.
 Pleasanton public safety Officer Ar-
chie Chu said identity theft — using 
someone else’s name and account infor-

mation to buy items for themselves — 
has been on the rise in the last few years.

 “There are more people who shop online, 
that’s part of it. People go onto a website that 
isn’t really well known and they don’t know 
what kind of security that’s on the site. That’s 
one way they can get your identification,” 
Chu said.
 One reason for the spike, according to 
Pleasanton Detective Michael Rossillon, is 
that the California Penal Code was expanded 
by Gov. Schwarzenegger to include a wider 
range of crimes.
 “We’re quite inundated with the 530.5 sec-
tion, which covers all identity theft,” Rossil-
lon said. “It’s pretty lucrative and it’s hard to 
catch these criminals.”
 He said another reason the crime is so 
popular is the low penalty involved: Califor-
nia’s code allows for a sentence of up to a year 
in a county jail and fines.
 But a large part of the ongoing increase is 
that thieves are becoming more and more 
devious in obtaining information and mak-
ing charges. Javelin Strategy and Research, a 
Pleasanton-based company that provides in-
formation for banks and others, just released 
a report that outlines some of the new ways 
thieves are getting stolen information.
 Phil Blank, Javelin’s managing director of 
security risk and fraud, who also serves on the 
Pleasanton Planning Commission, said new 
technology is giving fraudsters more ways of 

getting and using personal information.
 “What we’re seeing is a redirection of 
identity theft and identity fraud,” Blank said. 
“Fraudsters go where the money is, and with 
the proliferation of mobile devices we’re see-
ing increased risk of fraud.”
 He said people with smart phones are 
more likely to be victims, because users are 
lax about security on their phones.
 “In fact, smart phone users experience a 
fraud rate of 6.6% compared to 4.9% for all 
consumers; 4.9% of all consumers were vic-
tims of identity theft — that’s one in 20. The 
fraudsters are seeing smart phone users as a 
new, fertile landscape,” Blank said.
 “Many smart phone owners don’t have 
password protection on their screen. Many 
smart phone owners don’t have what we 
call ‘remote wipe’ software installed on their 
phone. What this does -- if I were to lose my 
phone, I could log on online and erase every-
thing on my phone, even though I don’t have 
it in my possession.”
 In addition, he said, many people keep 
personal information that makes it easy for 
thieves.
 “It depends on the phone,” Blank said. 
“Some people do banking on their phone. 
Some phones cache information.”
 That means some phones keep data in 
their memory to make it easier to access in-
formation in the future.
 “Lots of times, in that cached informa-
tion is secure information,” Blank said. Even 
innocuous information like the name and 
phone number or email address of a person’s 
mother can help out a potential thief.
 Javelin’s report shows smart phone own-
ers have higher incidents of fraud and more 
money is stolen than average. It notes that 
“smart phone owners who suffered from 
fraud had a mean fraud amount of $1,547 
and a mean consumer cost of $329, com-
pared to $1,513 and $354 respectively of all 
fraud victims.”
 Beyond that, the report says smart phone 
owners who are fraud victims are 25% less 
likely to know how their information was 
stolen. The report indicates that may be due 
to owners’ “affinity for technology.”

 Smart phone users who click on new ap-
plications may open themselves up to thieves. 
Those who install apps on their phones have a 
fraud rate of 6.8%, and people who frequently 
install new apps are 14.9% more likely to be 
fraud victims, the report said.
 Blank described a scam in China, where 
smart phone users installed what was sup-
posed to be a security application. Instead, 
he said, it installed a program that would 
wake up at 2 a.m. when most people are 
asleep and dial premium SMS numbers — 
similar to a 900 number — multiple times.
 “It would hang up your phone and then 
it would erase the log of those phone num-
bers,” he said. “You didn’t realize it until you 
got your bill.”
 People who use Facebook or LinkedIn are 
also at higher risk. Blank explained that a 
clever fraudster can use those sites to learn 
date of birth, where someone went to high 
school, and through checking out a person’s 
friends, can learn the name of an uncle — 
leading to the maiden name of his or her 
mother. That’s all information a bank would 
want if a thief wants to transfer money.
 Blank said an “astonishing” number of peo-
ple accept Facebook invites from people they 
don’t know, opening themselves up to fraud.
 Hackers have been downloading bulk files 
from sites that, over the last year, included 
CitiBank and Lucky, to name just two. People 
whose information is stolen usually get what 
Blank called a breach letter. Those letters 
generally tell a consumer that they have 
nothing to worry about.
 Not so, Blank said.
 As of 2011, he said, “you are nine-and-a-
half times more likely to be a fraud victim than 
anyone who has never received a letter.”
 That’s up from six times more likely in 
2010; four times more likely in 2009; and 
three times more likely in 2008.
 “These are very, very, very important items 
in the industry,” Blank said. “Consumers 
believe these letters. They think everything is 
going to be fine.”
 Account takeovers — in which a thief will 
get personal information and change a pass-
word blocking the owner from accessing her 

or his account — have seen a 12.6% increase 
since 2010.
 Although most fraudsters prefer to go on-
line or use a phone, some still brave surveil-
lance videos and store security to make their 
illegal purchases in person. Pleasanton saw at 
least three such arrests in 2011. In one, Jen-
nifer Rose Marie Shewmake, 23, tried to use 
a forged credit card at Fred Meyer Jewelers 
in the Stoneridge Shopping Center around 
2:13 p.m. July 20. She was charged with two 
counts of forgery, theft and identity theft.
 A woman was caught in the Walmart 
parking lot on May 23 with 67 forged 
Visa debit cards, along with paraphernalia 
needed to create more, and a false driver’s 
license. Leona Charmaine Savoy, 36, was 
booked on charges of forgery in connection 
with the false driver’s license, identity theft, 
counterfeiting of debit cards and modifying 
the magnetic strips on the cards.
 The biggest local case took place last March 
9 when an employee at the Apple store at 
Stoneridge Shopping Center got suspicious 
and called police on three men. Three Mexi-
can nationals — Oscar Romero, 34, Jose Ava-
los Romero, 35, and Victor Carillo Vasquez, 
36 — were charged with forgery, possession 
of stolen property and burglary. Police said 
the men were buying products with forged 
credit cards, then shipping them to Mexico 
to be resold.
 That investigation led Pleasanton police to 
a hotel room in Alameda, where detectives 
turned up about 75 counterfeit credit cards 
and a “vast amount” of merchandise pur-
chased in Pleasanton, Hayward, Emeryville, 
San Francisco, Daly City and Sacramento.
 There is some good news. Although the 
number of identity thefts is up by about 11%, 
according to the report, the amount stolen 
has trended steadily downward to $1,513 in 
2011, from just over $3,000 in 2014. Police 
are catching fraudsters more quickly, too, 
resolving cases in about 12 hours in 2011 as 
opposed to 18 hours in 2004.
 See the suggestions on how to protect 
yourself on identity theft so you don’t be-
cause another statistic with the Pleasanton 
Police Department. 

BY GLENN WOHLTMANN
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POLICE REPORT
The Pleasanton Police Department made 
the following information available. 

Feb. 22
Theft

■ 5:50 p.m. in the 100 block of 
Wyoming Street; auto theft

■ 6:20 p.m. in the 4700 block of 
Hopyard Road; grand theft

Vandalism

■ 1:59 a.m. in the 510 block of 
Greentree Court; vandalism, public 
drunkenness

Drug/alcohol violations

■ 10:15 p.m. in the 2000 block of 
Santa Rita Road; DUI

Feb. 23
Theft

■ 12:31 p.m. in the 4500 block of 
Gatetree Circle; identity theft

Burglary

■ 10:08 a.m. in the 6600 block of 
Owens Drive

Auto burglary

■ 7:38 a.m. in the 5300 block of Case Ave

Drug/alcohol violations

■ 4:09 p.m. at the intersection of Santa 
Rita Road and I-580; paraphernalia 
possession

■ 5:49 p.m. in the 4100 block of 
Churchill Drive; marijuana possession

■ 8:12 p.m. at the intersection of Las 
Lomitas Drive and Oak Circle; public 
drunkenness

Feb. 24
Theft

■ 7:57 a.m. in the 6700 block of Taffy 
Court; petty theft

■ 10:39 a.m. in the 3900 block of 
Empire Court; petty theft

■ 1:34 p.m. in the 3900 block of Valley 
Avenue; identity theft

■ 1:49 p.m. in the 4500 block of 

Rosewood Drive; petty theft

■ 6:16 p.m. in the 3100 block of Corte 
del Cino; grand theft

Drug/alcohol violations

■ 9:38 a.m. at the intersection of W. 
Angela Street and Main Street; para-
phernalia possession

■ 10:23 a.m. at the intersection of W. 
Angela Street and Main Street; mari-
juana possession

■ 10:26 p.m. at the intersection of 
Old Vineyard Avenue and Vineyard 
Avenue; marijuana possession

Feb. 25
Theft

■ 12:44 a.m. in the 1800 block of Santa 
Rita Rd; forgery, public drunkenness

■ 2:11 p.m. in the 1800 block of 
Begonia Court; identity theft

■ 3:37 p.m. in the 3100 block of 
Thistledown Ct; forgery, identity theft

■ 4:52 p.m. in the 4000 block of Santa 
Rita Road; theft

Battery

■ 1:01 p.m. in the 4200 block of First St

Auto burglary

■ 11:21 a.m. in the 7000 block of 
Johnson Drive

Vandalism

■ 9:12 p.m. in the 200 block of Rose Ave

Drug/alcohol violations

■ 12:59 a.m. in the 300 block of St. 
Mary Street; marijuana possession, 
public drunkenness

■ 2:35 a.m. at the intersection of 
Hopyard Rd and Coronado Ln; DUI

■ 8:07 p.m. in the 2700 block of 
Hopyard Road; public drunkenness

■ 10:08 p.m. in the 5100 block of 
Hopyard Road; DUI

Feb. 26
Theft
■ 5:06 p.m. in the 5300 block of Owens Ct

Vandalism

■ 9:21 a.m. in the 5700 block of W. Las 
Positas Boulevard

■ 10:05 a.m. in the 2500 block of 
Santa Rita Road

■ 10:20 a.m. in the 6600 block of 
Owens Drive

■ 11:07 a.m. in the 2500 block of 
Santa Rita Road

■ 11:08 a.m. in the 2500 block of 
Santa Rita Road

DUI

■ 12:25 a.m. at the intersection of 
Hopyard Road and Golden Road

Feb. 27
Theft

■ 4:44 p.m. at the intersection of 
Norton Wy and Tannet Ct; auto theft

■ 8:20 p.m. in the 4500 block of 
Rosewood Dr; petty theft, identity theft

Possession of forged documents

■ 9:52 a.m. in the 5100 block of 
Hopyard Road

Auto burglary

■ 6:57 a.m. in the 6300 block of Beech Ct

Feb. 28
Auto burglary

■ 5:45 p.m. in the 1000 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road 

Drug/alcohol violations

■ 6:41 a.m. at the intersection of 
Stanley Boulevard and Main Street; 
driving with marijuana

■ 9:10 a.m. in the 4300 block of 
Railroad Avenue; possession of a non-
narcotic controlled substance

■ 11:58 p.m. in the 3400 block of 
Andrews Drive; underage alcohol pos-
session

WEEKLY MEETING NOTICES

The above represents a sampling of upcoming meeting items.  
For complete information, please visit 

 www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/community/calendar

ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  
AND PUBLIC COMMENT IS WELCOME

City Council
Tuesday, March 6, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

Commission’s denial of a request to modify Condition No. 8 of City 

Civic Arts Commission
Monday, March 5, 2012 at 6:00 p.m.
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

Human Services Commission

Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

Parks & Recreation Commission
Thursday, March 8, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

Library Commission
Thursday, March 8, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.

Community Meeting Notice

The City of Pleasanton invites you to apply for vacancies 
on the following commissions and committees:

Civic Arts Commission – 1 Member
Economic Vitality Committee – 1 representative from each of the 

Applications must be received no later than 4:00 p.m., Friday, 
March 23, 2012. 

COMMUNITY PULSE ● TRANSITIONS

Two charged with making fake documents

 A routine check of license plates on the morning of 
Feb. 27 led to the arrest of two people for having and 
manufacturing fake identification that could be used in 
identity thefts, according to police reports.
 Officer Tim Martens ran a plate at Motel 6, which 
came back associated with a felony warrant. Martens 
got the room linked to the car from the clerk but when 
he went to the room, the man produced identification 
that showed he was not the man in question.
 Martens, however, had a mug shot of the suspect, 
proving him to be a man wanted on a felony burglary 
charge, and a host of items in the room were linked to 
identity theft. Police seized fake credit cards, fictitious 
drivers licenses, fictitious registration tags, computer 
equipment and disks.
 Eric Brian Emerson, 39, of Martinez and Alicia Marie 
Miles-Coffman, 30, of San Ramon were taken into cus-
tody just before 10 a.m. Both were charged with pos-
session of document-making equipment with the intent 
to manufacture deceptive identification, manufacturing 
deceptive identification, manufacturing false govern-
ment documents and possession of fraudulent DMV 
documents. Police have said identity fraud is a growing 
problem in Pleasanton (see cover story, pg. 12).
 Emerson had an active burglary warrant, and Miles-
Coffman was also charged with paraphernalia posses-
sion in connection with a hypodermic needle found in 
a makeup bag.
 In other police reports:

driving charge wound up with the arrest of a Walnut 
Creek woman on multiple felony drug charges.
 Officer Mark Sheldon saw a car take the Hopyard 
Road onramp to Interstate 580 at a high rate of speed 
at about 1:17 a.m. Feb. 25. Sheldon followed the car 
to near the intersection of I-580 and Interstate 680, 
used his car’s loudspeaker to ask the driver to pull over 
and stopped the car in the Hooter’s parking lot in 7900 
block of Dublin Boulevard in Dublin.

 A search of the car turned up 98 hydrocodone pills, 
32 oxycodone pills, 46 Vicodin pills and two mor-
phine pills, along with 14.5 grams of marijuana.
 Lori Sullivan, 57, was arrested on charges of posses-
sion of a controlled substance for sale, possession of 
marijuana for sale, possession of a controlled substance 
and paraphernalia possession.

in a Feb. 21 burglary at a home in the 1300 block 

-
pack. An unlocked bathroom window provided access 
in the brea- in that took place between 9:55 a.m. and 
2:45 p.m.

-

serving spoons, antique salt cups with spoons worth an 

 The theft was reported Feb. 20, but the occupants 
of the home said the silverware, which was all in a 
single box, could have been taken any time between 
midnight Aug. 23 of last year and 3:45 p.m. that day. 
There was no evidence of a break-in at the home.

-

bag with miscellaneous items inside. The break-in oc-
curred between 6:20 and 8:25 p.m. Feb. 21.

was arrested Feb. 25 on charges of forgery and pub-
lic drunkenness. A search stemming from the public 

24 on a charge of possession of a switchblade knife.
 Under the law, those arrested are considered inno-
cent until convicted.

POLICE BULLETIN
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The following information on 
Pleasanton births was provided 
by ValleyCare Medical Center.

Feb. 11
Gloria Garcia and Vicente Lla-
nos, a girl

Feb. 17
Tanya Stewart and Oscar Gar-
cia, a boy

Feb. 18
Sara Ann and Arden Anderson, 
a boy

BIRTHS
William Andrew Evans
 William [Bill] Evans of Pleasanton, 
CA, [formerly of Saratoga, CA] passed 
away unexpectedly on Saturday, Febru-
ary 25, 2012. Bill was born on October 
25, 1936 to William and Josephine Evans 
in Chicago, IL. He is survived by his lov-
ing wife of 53 years, 
Mary Jo (Penny) 
Nichols Evans; chil-
dren; Son, Bill Evans 
(wife Linda, daugh-
ters Mary and Kris-
tina); Son, Michael 
Evans (wife Debbie, 
son Michael, daugh-
ter Rebecca); Daughter, Carol Kelly (hus-
band Roland, sons Trevor, Garrett & 
Ryan); Daughter, Nancy Becker (hus-
band Ron, son Grant, daughter Jordan). 
Brother-in-law, Fred Nichols, wife Pat & 
son David. He was brother to Patricia 
Thompson and Joyce Evans.
 Bill was a retired Lieutenant Colo-
nel of the United States Air Force. He 
served in the Strategic Air Command 
Unit and later served in Vietnam. He 
logged over 2000 hours of flight time 
in the cockpit of B47’s and C141’s. He 
loved seeing the world from the air. He 
received the Meritorious Service Metal 
for outstanding service.
 Bill earned his Bachelor’s degree 
from San Jose State University and his 
Master’s Degree from the University of 
San Francisco. His career after the mili-
tary included Engineering & Aerospace 
Management positions at Lockheed, 
the STC (Satellite Control Center, Oni-

zuka AFB), Loral Space Systems, Ford 
Aerospace and then returning to Lock-
heed before retiring. 
 After retiring he enjoyed spending 
time with his family, particularly his 
grandchildren. The last few years he 
really enjoyed volunteering for the Niles 
Canyon Railroad, where he worked on 
restoring various old train cars. He also 
learned how to be a Brakeman and 
truly enjoyed this hobby.
 He was passionate about his family 
and our genealogy. He traveled many 
times to Europe researching the family 
history taught English in Poland (twice) 
as a volunteer. He and Penny traveled 
extensively [19 countries in all] and 
enjoyed every minute of it!
 He had many wonderful friendships 
throughout his life and will be missed 
by many. His family is honored to have 
had such a loving husband, father and 
grandfather in their lives. He lived a 
life of character, integrity, honesty and 
honor and we are very proud of him.
 His funeral service will be held Sat-
urday March 3rd at 10:00 am at Gris-
som’s Mortuary in San Lorenzo. A 
reception [with the VFW Honor Guard 
and 21 Gun Salute] to celebrate and 
honor his life, will be Saturday March 
3rd at the VFW Hall in downtown 
Pleasanton from 11:30 am - 2:30 pm. 
His family welcomes all who knew him 
to attend either or both events.
 He will be laid to rest at Sacramento 
Valley National Cemetery on Monday 
March 5th with a United States Air 
Force Honor Guard ceremony.  In lieu 
of flowers, the family requests that you 
make a donation in his name to Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars VFW Post #6298 
www.vfwpost6298.com

OBITUARIES

COMMUNITY PULSE ● TRANSITIONS

Serving the Tri-Valley with Medical Facilities in Livermore and Pleasanton.

COLON CANCER  
AWARENESS

FREE EDUCATION SEMINAR
Presented by: 
James Lin, MD 
ValleyCare Medical Foundation 
Gastroenterologist

Date: March 13, 2012

Time: 7PM

Location: ValleyCare Medical Plaza 
5725 W. Las Positas Blvd, Pleasanton 
2nd floor Conference Room 
Pleasanton

Colon cancer is the third most diagnosed  
cancer and second leading cause of cancer  
death in the United States. Death rates in  
the past 10 years have decreased due in  
large part to early detection. The best time  
to detect colon cancer is through early  
screening before symptoms develop.

Please join us for an evening seminar led by 
James Lin, MD, ValleyCare Medical Foundation 
gastroenterologist. Dr. Lin will discuss the 
importance of colon cancer screening and 
the methods used to detect polyps/cancer. 
He will also cover the latest updates in 
screening, prevention and treatment.

We invite you to register by calling our Health 
Information Line at 1-800-719-9111 or visit 
www.valleycare.com/educationseminars.

925 462-0864

Business hours:  Tues-Fri 9am-6pm
Sat 8am-4pm • Sun 12-5pm

Walk-Ins Welcome 
New owner Dan Pell, has been  

with the shop since 2005.

Plus a range of American Crew hair products

Over 
40 years of experience

Formerly Ben and Bill’s Barber Shop  
located at 448 Main St., Pleasanton

(behind the Old Republic Title Building)

Men’s Hair Cuts • Beard Trims • Shaves
Men’s Hair Color • Razor Fades

www.BarberDans.com

Which Darlene Crane did your Home Loan?

Darlene Crane, Real Estate Loan Specialist
www.rpm-mtg.com/dcrane

5994 W Las Positas Blvd. Ste. #101, Pleasanton
NMLS #30878   License #00907071

2009

A “Preferred Lender” with Builders 
and Real Estate Companies for over 37 Years.

925-699–4377 
dcrane@rpm-mtg.com

“Like” 
us on
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Author Visits
AUTHOR FRED SETTERBERG, ‘LUNCH 
BUCKET PARADISE’ Take a look back 
at the mid-century California family 
dream with Fred Setterberg, author 
of “Lunch Bucket Paradise,” at 2 
p.m., Sunday, March 11, at the 
Pleasanton Public Library, 400 Old 
Bernal Ave. This book symbolizes 
an era of prosperity for blue-collar 
Americans that may never come 
again. Free. Call 931-3405. 

Clubs
GARDEN CLUB MEETING The 
Livermore Amador Valley Garden 
Club will feature Tom Bressen of 
Urban Farmer speaking on irrigation 
and low water use plants. Visitors are 
welcome. Thursday, March 3 from 
7-9 p.m. Free. Livermore Amador 
Valley Garden Club Meeting, 1454 
Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton. 485-
7812. www.lavgc.org

Events
GIRL SCOUT GOLD EVENT SAFETY 
SMARTS Rebecca Rodriqguez will be 
holding her Girl Scout Gold Project 
from 4-7 p.m., Friday, March 2 
at Lydiksen Elementary School, 
7700 Highland Oaks Dr. The event 
is a Safety Awareness Fair for all 
ages. Community booths include 
ValleyCare, Pleasanton Police, Fire 
Department, Herzog Insurance 
Agency and Esteller Martial Arts. 

GNON AND COCO CABANA GNON 
(Girls Night Out Networking) and 
the Coco Cabana Restaurant would 
like you to join them for network-
ing opportunities, prize drawings, 
socializing, good food and fun. The 
event is Tuesday, March 6 from 5-8 
p.m. at Coco Cabana Restaurant, 
4500 Tassajara Rd., Dublin. Cost 
$10 for members and $15 for non-
members. RSVP to gnoners@gmail.
com by March 3. 

Film
FOOD MATTERS “Food Matters” is 
a hard hitting wake-up call ques-
tioning the current emphasis in 
medicine on pharmaceuticals rather 
than nutrition. Guests from an 
organic subscription farm, “Farm 
Fresh To You,” will introduce every-
one to their produce and services. 
Potluck begins at 6:30 p.m. A dis-
cussion follows the film. Saturday, 
March3 from 7-9:30 p.m. free/$3 
donation IBEW Hall, 6250 Village 
Parkway, Dublin. 462-3459. 

Fundraisers
THE PRINCESS PROJECT Is encour-
aging women across the Bay Area 
to raid their closets and give their 
old prom, bridesmaid, or other 
formal dresses a good home. The 
Princess Project is a San Francisco 
based non-profit that provides new 
and nearly new prom dresses and 
accessories to high school girls who 
could not otherwise afford them. 
Drop off dresses and accessories 
through Saturday, March 3 at One 
Stoneridge Mall Rd., Pleasanton. 
Visit www.princessproject.org. 

Health
BAY AREA BREAST CANCER FORUM 
ValleyCare is hosting the Bay 
Area Breast Cancer Forum. Hear 
Dr. Rishi Sawhney speak about 

updates in breast cancer research 
and updates from the International 
Breast Cancer Meeting. This is 
a free event. Call 734-3319 to 
register. Tuesday, March6 from 
6-7:30 p.m. Free ValleyCare Health 
System, 5725 W. Las Positas Blvd 
Suite 240, Pleasanton . 734-3319. 

Kids & Teens
3D GREETING CARD MAKING CLASS 
Learn how to make three-dimen-
sional greeting cards. This class 
is for beginners and experienced 
paper crafters alike. Children 9 
or older are welcome. Saturday, 
March 10 from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Class Fee: $49; Material Fee:$20 
Las Positas College Community 
Education, 3000 Campus Hill Dr., 
Livermore. 424-1467. www.lasposi-
tascollege.edu/communityed

COLLEGE PLANNING College 
Planning Workshop for 10th/11th 
graders and parents. A college 
counselor will guide you through 
the college application process. 
Topics include: SAT/SAT II/ACT, 
Application Essay College Selection, 
Info for Athletes and College Fairs. 
Wednesday, March 7 from 6:30-
8 p.m. Free to YMCA members; 
$10 per family for non-members 
Tri-Valley YMCA, 6693 Sierra Lane 
#F, Dublin. 263-4444. www.trival-
leyymca.org

SAT BOOTCAMP For juniors at 
Foothill and Amador Valley high 
schools, an SAT Bootcamp is 
scheduled from 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 
March 3 & 4, at Foothill High, 
4375 Foothill Rd. Cost $165; for 
each attendee, a donation of $25-
$40 will be donated to Academic 
Booster Club at Foothill. Register 
at www.catalystprep.com. For 
more information, email katrina.
edwards@mac.com. 

SAT PREPARATION COURSE Las 
Positas College Community 
Education presents: ACE the SAT! 
PrepPoint’s Eva Holtz, a perfect 
scorer, will show you how. Class 
schedule will be reviewed at first 
meeting. Not for college credit. 
Saturday, March 17 from 8 a.m.-
noon $189 plus $30 material fee Las 
Positas College, 3000 Campus Hill 
Drive, Livermore. 424-1467. www.
laspositascollege.edu/communityed

Live Music
AURORA MANDOLIN ORCHESTRA 
The Aurora Mandolin Orchestra, 
with up to 30 Bay Area members, 
will give a free performance at 
2 p.m., Sunday, March 4, at the 
Pleasanton Public Library, 400 Old 
Bernal Ave. The orchestra has a var-
ied repertoire including traditional 
and semi-classic Italian, Spanish, 
Russian, specialty ethnic and con-
temporary orchestral compositions. 
Call 931-3400 ext. 7, or visit www.
auroramandolin.com. 

On Stage
ONE-ACT PLAYS ”Winter One Acts,” 
written and directed by Amador 
Valley High School drama students, 
will be presented at 7:30 p.m. 
tonight and tomorrow night at 
Second Stage, the high school mul-
tipurpose room, 1155 Santa Rita 
Road in Pleasanton. Tickets are $3 
for students/seniors, $5 for adults 
and available at the door.

Your local professionals, providing high-quality hearing
health care to the Tri-Valley area since 1986.

www.pleasantonhearingservices.com

Two Locations to Serve You

Pleasanton  925-484-3507
4460 Black Avenue, Ste. F

Livermore  925-960-0391
1524 Holmes, Ste. D

HEARING
SERVICES

A Sound Approach
to Hearing Care

Kenneth D. Billheimer, Au.D.

Jacque Pedraza

2009

Early Dinner Special
(Served from 4-6 daily)

Any Large Two-Topping Pizza and a Pitcher of Soda for only $25.00 (plus Tax)

(Additional Toppings Available)

Dine-In Only

2010

AMERICAN

Eddie Papa’s American 
Hangout

4889 Hopyard Road, 
Pleasanton, 469-6266. Winner 
of The Pleasanton Weekly’s 
Reader Choice Awards 
for “Best American Food 
Restaurant” and “Best Meal 
under $20,” Eddie Papa’s 
American Hangout celebrates 
the regional food and bever-
age cultures of America. Bring 
the whole family to enjoy iconic 
dishes from across the United 
States, Old World Hospitality, 
and hand crafted artisan cock-
tails. www.eddiepapas.com.

BARBECUE

Red Smoke Grill

4501 Hopyard Road, 
Pleasanton, 734-0307. 
Home of the Tri Tip and Blue, 
Red Smoke Grill was Voted 
Reader’s Choice Best 2006, 
2007, 2008, 2010 and 2011. 
Dine in or take out rotisserie 
chicken, ribs, prawns, salads 
and tri tip, or pulled pork sand-
wiches. Relax with a beer or 
a bottle of wine. Visit www.
redsmokegrill.com. 

BREWPUB/ALEHOUSE

The Hop Yard American 
Alehouse and Grill 

3015H Hopyard Road, 
Pleasanton, 426-9600. 
Voted Best Watering Hole 
in Pleasanton, The Hop Yard 
offers 30 craft beers on tap 
as well as great food. The 
full-service menu includes 
appetizers, salads and grilled 
fare that will bring you back 
time and again. Banquet 
facilities available. On the 
web at www.hopyard.com.

470 Market Place, San 
Ramon, 277-9600. Featuring 
a giant 8-foot projection screen 
for major sporting events, they 
also feature 30 beers on tap 
and a great grill. Go in for the 
beer, go back for the food. 
More at www.hopyard.com.

To have your restaurant 
listed in this dining 
directory, please call 
the Pleasanton Weekly 
Advertising Department 
at (925) 600-0840

ON THE 
TOWN
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March 2
■ Boys Lacrosse: 7 p.m., AVHS 
vs. Clayton Valley, away
■ Girls Lacrosse: 6:30 p.m., 
AVHS vs. Davis, home

March 3 
■ Baseball: 11 a.m., Foothill vs. 
St. Ignatius, away

March 6
■ Boys Lacrosse: 7:15 p.m., 
AVHS vs. Bellarmine, home
■ Girls Lacrosse: 7 p.m., AVHS 
vs. Acalanes, away
■ Boys Tennis: 3:30 p.m., AVHS 
vs. Granada, away
■ Boys Golf: 3:30 p.m., AVHS 
vs. De La Salle, away
■ Softball: 3:45 p.m., Foothill 
vs. Newark Memorial, home

March 7
■ Boys Volleyball: 6 p.m., AVHS 
vs. College Park, away
■ Baseball: 3:30 p.m., Foothill 
vs. Bishop O Dowd, home

March 8 
■ Baseball: 7 p.m., AVHS vs. 
Galena, away
■ Boys Tennis: 3:30 p.m., AVHS 
vs. Monte Vista, home
■ Boys Volleyball: 6 p.m., AVHS 
vs. Heritage, home
■ Boys Golf: 3:30 p.m., AVHS 
vs. Granada, away
■ Softball: 3:45 p.m., Foothill 
vs. Washington, away

March 9
■ Boys Lacrosse: 7:15 p.m., 
AVHS vs. Acalanes, away

March 10
■ Baseball: 11 a.m., Foothill vs. 
West Tracy, home

PREP LINE-UP

NCS playoffs for girls

 Girls basketball teams from 
both Amador Valley and Foothill 
played in the quarterfinals of the 
North Coast Section playoffs Fri-
day night. Foothill lost to Berke-
ley, 67-41, while Amador fell to 
Deer Valley, 52-40.

Soccer signups

 The Ballistic United Soccer 
Club is holding a walk-through 
information and registration day 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Saturday, 
March 10, in the Hart Middle 
School Multi-Purpose Room. Bal-
listic United provides soccer op-
portunities for boys of all skill 
levels with birthdays between 
Aug. 1, 1993, and July 31, 2008.
 At the registration, staff mem-
bers will be available to answer 
questions about the club and its 
soccer programs. For more infor-
mation, go to www.busc.org.

SPORTS DIGEST

Sports
Presidents Day Junior Tournament

Young tennis enthusiasts compete at Pleasanton park

Fifth-grade champs
CCOP fifth-grade A Division boys peaked at the end of the CYO bas-
ketball season, going into a six-game winning streak that continued 
through the championship. “In the championship game and all the 
playoff games, we were never behind,” said coach Kevin Nanney. “The 
lead was always 8 points or more — the boys were really playing at a 
level I have never seen before from them. It was intoxicating as a coach 
to see them grow like that as a team.” Team members are Demetre 
Aaron, Tyler Nanney, Elijah Duncan, Jaden Shepard, Brandon Villanue-
va, Joseph Louderback, Jack Derham, Karthik Manick, Nathan Williams 
and Logan Stills. Assistant coach was Gerard Aaron.

 Twenty-five young tennis players gathered at the Pleasanton Tennis and 
Community Park for the Presidents Day Junior Tournament, which was 
delayed a few days due to rain.
 The tournament was divided into two divisions, Bronze and Silver/
Gold, based on skill level, representing the teams of the city’s Lifetime 
Tennis Junior Development Program. 
 The Bronze Division had 12 players, with six randomly set up in Flight 
A, and the remaining placed in Flight B. Each player played everyone in 
his group round-robin style to determine the top players who then battled 
it out in the championship match.
 The top player of Flight A was Abhai Sawkar; Flight B was won by 
Kushal Methukupally, who both won all five of their matches in the round 
robin phase. In the championship match, Abhai edged out Kushal in a 
dramatic second set tiebreak, winning 6-2, 7-6(3).
 In the Silver/Gold Division, comprised of Silver and Gold Team players 
from the program, players were set up in a bracket, beginning in a round 
of 16. Ten players contested each other in the first round with three play-
ers getting a bye. After four rounds of play, top seed Casey Guan was 
victorious over Sidharth Bommakanti, who was the tournament’s second 
seed, in two sets: 6-3, 6-3.
 “It was a fun day full of laughs, excitement and, hopefully, lessons 
learned,” said tournament or-
ganizers. “A few of the play-
ers’ parents came to watch 
and lend support to their 
nervous kids. One dad even 
bought pizza for the entire 
group to enjoy.”
 The coaches themselves had 
a great time, playing ping pong 
in the club room with players 
awaiting their matches. 
 The average age of the boys 
and girls was 12. The young-
est player, Rory Strauch, was 7 
and, although he was nervous 
before his first match, he re-
ceived encouragement from 
the older players. 
 To learn more about the 
Pleasanton tennis program, 
go to the Tennis and Com-
munity Park, 5801 Valley 
Ave. at Paseo Santa Cruz, 
call 931-3449, or visit www.
lifetimetennis.com. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

Silver/Gold Division singles champion Casey 
Guan sets up for a killer forehand. Casey is 
an accomplished doubles and singles cham-
pion, winning also in last year’s Summer 
League Doubles Tournament

Bronze Division runner-up Kushal Methukupally (at left), 11; tournament direc-
tor Eric Nunn; and Bronze Division champion Abhai Sawkar, 14.

Silver/Gold Division runner-up Sidharth Bommakanti (left), 13; tournament di-
rector Eric Nunn; and Silver/Gold Division champion Casey Guan, 11.

Voted Best Mortgage 
Professional 

RATES ARE ON FIRE!!!!
IT’S A GREAT TIME TO REFINANCE

Marylou Edwards
Mortgage Planner
925.398.0211 925.285.5333 CELL

2011 2010

Licensed by the Department of Corporations under the 
California Residential Mortgage Lending Act. NMLS #231814

If your mortgage is: 30 year fixed (3.5%*) 15 year fixed (2.75%*)
$200,000 $898/month (APR 3.668%) $1,357/month (APR 3.047%)

$300,000 $1,347/month (APR 3.639%) $2,034/month (APR 2.99%)

$400,000 $1,767/month (APR 3.624%) $2,714/month (APR 2.970%)

*Interest rates are based on a FICO score of 720+, a loan to value ratio of 75% or less and fully documented income. 
Rates may change without prior notice. Both loans are fixed principal and interest payments with no prepayment 
penalties or balloon payments.

CLOCK REPAIR
Free Estimates
Free Pick-up & Delivery in Tri-Valley

Timely Service

Byfield’s Clock Shop Call (925) 736-9165

Send photos and sports news to sports@
PleasantonWeekly.com. Please include caption 
information: who, what, when, where—and the score.



BULLETIN
BOARD

115 Announcements
Pregnant? 

Considering adoption? Talk with car-
ing agency specializing in matching 

Birthmothers with Families nationwide. 
Living expenses paid. Call 24/7 Abby’s 
One True Gift Adoptions 866-413-6293 

(Void in Illinois) (AAN CAN)

SHARPEN UP AT THE FARMERS’ MRKT

120 Auctions
Advertise Your Auction

in 240 California newspapers for 
one low cost of $600. Your 25 word 

classified ad reaches over 6 mil-
lion+ Californians. Free brochure call 
Elizabeth (916)288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)

130 Classes & 
Instruction

Allied Health Career Training
Attend college 100% online. Job 

placement assistance. Computer avail-
able. Financial Aid if qualified. SCHEV 
certified. Call 800-481-9409. www.

CenturaOnline.com (Cal-SCAN)

Attend College Online
from Home. *Medical, *Business, 
*Criminal Justice, *Hospitality. Job 

placement assistance. Computer avail-
able. Financial Aid if qualified. SCHEV 
certified. Call 888-210-5162 www.

CenturaOnline.com (Cal-SCAN)

High School Diploma!
Graduate in 4 weeks! Free Brochure. 
Call Now! 1-866-562-3650 ext. 60 

www.SouthEasternHS.com (Cal-SCAN)

Work on Jet Engines
Train for Aviation Maintenance Career. 

FAA approved. Financial aid if quali-
fied - Job placement assistance. CALL 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance (888) 

242-3382 toll free. (Cal-SCAN)

135 Group Activities
Singles Charity Ball

FOR SALE

SOLD

202 Vehicles Wanted
Cash for Cars

Any Car/Truck. Running or Not! Top 
Dollar Paid. We come to you! Call for 
instant offer: 1-888-420-3808 www.

cash4car.com (AAN CAN)

Donate Your Car, Truck, Boat
to Heritage for the Blind. Free 3 Day 

Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, 
All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 888-902-

6851. (Cal-SCAN)

Sell Your Car, Truck, SUV 
Today! All 50 states, fast pick-up and 

payment. Any condition, make or 
model. Call now 1-877-818-8848. www.

MyCarforCash.net (Cal-SCAN)

210 Garage/Estate 
Sales
Pleasanton, 4662 First Street, March 
3, 8-1

245 Miscellaneous
Cable TV-Internet-Phone

Save on packages; start at $89.99/
mo (for 12 months.) Options from ALL 
major service providers. Call Acceller 
today to learn more! CALL 1-888-897-

7650. (Cal-SCAN)

Mantis Deluxe Tiller
NEW! FastStart engine. Ships FREE. 

One-Year Money-Back Guarantee when 
you buy DIRECT. Call for the DVD and 
FREE Good Soil book! 888-815-5176. 

(Cal-SCAN)

Omaha Steaks
100 Percent Guaranteed. Save 65 

percent on the Family Value Collection. 
Now only $49.99 Plus 3 FREE GIFTS 

and right-to-the-door delivery in a 
reusable cooler. ORDER TODAY at 

1-888-525-4620 or www.OmahaSteaks.
com/family16, use code 45069TVH. 

(Cal-SCAN)

Readers and Music Lovers
100 Greatest Novels (audio books) 

ONLY $99.00 (plus s h.) Includes MP3 
Player and Accessories. BONUS: 50 

Classical Music Works and Money Back 
Guarantee. Call Today! 1-866-979-4428. 

(Cal-SCAN)

2 Yorkie Puppies For Re-homing

Home Staging and otherContracts - 
$16.95

Start a Home Staging Business - 
$199.00

KID STUFF

345 Tutoring/
Lessons

Multi-Subject Tutoring
Succeed in middle-school and 

high school math, excel in English 
writing, manage your educa-

tion.925-462-3807

PIANO AND VOICE LESSONS

MIND
& BODY

425 Health Services

Diabetes, Cholesterol,
Weight Loss. Bergamonte, a Natural 
Product for Cholesterol, Blood Sugar 
and weight. Physician recommended, 
backed by Human Clinical Studies with 
amazing results. Call today and save 

15% off your first bottle! 888-392-8780 
(Cal-SCAN)

Diabetics with Medicare
Get a FREE Talking Meter and diabetic 
testing supplies at No Cost, plus FREE 
home delivery! Best of all, this meter 
eliminates painful finger pricking! Call 

888-781-9376. (Cal-SCAN)

Joint and Muscle Pain
Attention Joint and Muscle Pain 

Sufferers: Clinically proven all-natural 
supplement helps reduce pain and 

enhance mobility. Call 877-217-7698 to 
try Hydraflexin RISK-FREE for 90 days. 

(Cal-SCAN)

Sleep Apnea Sufferers
with Medicare. Get FREE CPAP 

Replacement Supplies at No Cost, plus 
FREE home delivery! Best of all, prevent 
red skin sores and bacterial infection! 

Call 888-699-7660. (Cal-SCAN)

Women’s Health
If you used YAZ/YAZMIN/OCELLA Birth 

Control Pills or a NuvaRING Vaginal 
Ring Contraceptive between 2001 

and the present and developed blood 
clots, suffered a stroke, heart attack 
or required gall bladder removal you 

may be entitled to compensation. Call 
Attorney Charles Johnson 1-800-535-

5727. (Cal-SCAN)

EMPLOYMENT

500 Help Wanted
Drivers

Local Fremont Flatbed!
Great Pay and Benefits!
CDL-A w/1yr Exp. Req.

Estenson Logistics
Apply: www.goelc.com

1-866-336-9642

560 Employment 
Information

Actors/Movie Extras
needed immediately for upcoming roles 

$150-$300/ day depending on job 
requirements. No experience, all looks. 

1-800-560-8672 A-109 for casting 
times /locations. (AAN CAN)

Computer Work
Work from anywhere 24/7. Up to 

$1,500 Part Time to $7,500/mo. Full 
Time. Training provided. www.workser-

vices4.com (Cal-SCAN)

Driver: $0 Tuition CDL(A)
Training and a Job! Top Industry Pay, 
Quality Training, Stability and Miles. 
*Short employment commitment 
required. 1-800-326-2778. www.

JoinCRST.com (Cal-SCAN)

Drivers: Drive for Melton
Top pay and CSA Friendly Equipment. 

2 Months CDL Class A Driving 
Experience. 1-877-258-8782. www.
MeltonTruck.com/drive. (Cal-SCAN)

Drivers: No Experience?
Class A Driver Training. We train and 
employ! New pay increases coming 

soon. Experienced Drivers also Needed! 
Central Refrigerated. 1-877-369-7126. 

www.CentralTruckDrivingJobs.com 
(Cal-SCAN)

Drivers: Up to $.42/Mile
Plus $.02/mile safety bonus. Daily 
Pay. Weekly Hometime. Van and 

Refrigerated. CDL-A, 3 months recent 
experience required. 1-800-414-9569. 

www.DriveKnight.com (Cal-SCAN)

Extra Income!
$$$ Help Wanted! Extra income 

assembling CD cases from Home! No 
Experience Necessary! Call our Live 

Operators Now! 1-800-405-7619 EXT 
2450 www.easyworkjobs.com (AAN 

CAN)

Int’l Cultural Exchange
Representative: Earn supplemental 

income placing and supervising high 
school exchange students. Volunteer 
host families also needed. Promote 

world peace! 1-866-GO-AFICE or www.
afice.org (Cal-SCAN)

Paid in Advance!
Make $1,000 a Week mailing brochures 
from home! Guaranteed Income! FREE 

Supplies! No experience required. Start 
Immediately! www.homemailerprogram.

net (AAN CAN)

BUSINESS
SERVICES

605 Antiques & Art 
Restoration

624 Financial
Reverse Mortgage?

Ever consider a reverse mortgage? 
At least 62 years old? Stay in your 

home and increase cash flow! Safe and 
Effective! Call Now for your FREE DVD! 
Call Now 888-698-3165. (Cal-SCAN)

640 Legal Services
Disability Benefits

Social Security. Win or Pay Nothing! 
Start your Application In Under 60 

Seconds. Call Today! Contact Disability 
Group, Inc. Licensed Attorneys and 

BBB Accredited. Call 877-490-6596. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Heller Immigration Law Group
650.424.1900. http://greencard1.com

Free Chat online_Try it!

645 Office/Home 
Business Services

Advertise Truck Driver Jobs
in 240 California newspapers for 

one low cost of $600. Your 25 word 
classified ad reaches over 6 mil-

lion+ Californians. Free brochure call 
Elizabeth (916)288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)

Classified Advertising
Reach Californians with a Classified ad 
in almost every county! Experience the 
power of classifieds! Combo~California 
Daily and Weekly Networks. One order. 
One payment. Free Brochures. eliza-
beth@cnpa.com or (916)288-6019. 

(Cal-SCAN)

Display Business Card Ad
Advertise in 140 California newspapers 

for one low cost of $1,550. Your 
display 3.75x2” ad reaches over 3 mil-
lion+ Californians. Free brochure call 
Elizabeth (916)288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)

HOME 
SERVICES

715 Cleaning 
Services

Olga’s Housecleaning
Res./Com. Wkly/mo. Low Rates. Local 
Refs. 25 years Exp. & Friendly. I love 

My Job! Ins. (650)380-1406

REAL ESTATE

840 Vacation 
Rentals/Time Shares

Vacation Properties
Advertise in 240 California newspapers 

for one low cost of $600. Your 25 
word classified ad reaches over 6 mil-
lion+ Californians. Free brochure call 
Elizabeth (916)288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)

850 Acreage/Lots/
Storage

El Paso, TX
20 acres near El Paso, TX. $0 Down, 
$99/mo. $12,900 Owner Financing, 
No Credit Checks. Beautiful Mountain 
Views. Money Back Guarantee. Free 
Map/Pictures. 1-800-343-9444. (Cal-

SCAN)

Texas Land Bargains!
4 acres only $49,900. Enjoy private 

lake access to West Texas finest lake. 
Excellent financing. Call now 1-877-888-

1635, x1576. (Cal-SCAN)

855 Real Estate 
Services

Roommates.com
All areas. Browse hundreds of online 
listings with photos and maps. Find 
your roommate with a click of the 

mouse! Visit: http://www.Roommates.
com. (AAN CAN)

890 Real Estate 
Wanted
HouseBuyingCompanyImranaziz36302

fogster.com THE TRI-VALLEY’S CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE

Marketplace To advertise in the Marketplace call Karen Klein at 925.600.0840 x122 
or email kklein@pleasantonweekly.com

ANTIQUE RESTORATION
"A Labor of Love"
Impeccable Quality

Integrity of Workmanship
925-462-0383 or 925-216-7976

All inclusive         License #042392

Mike Fracisco
REALTOR

®

Fracisco Realty 
Residential, Commercial  
& Property Management

direct: 925-998-8131
www.MikeFracisco.com

DRE#01378428

Real Estate

PEREZ GARDENING SERVICES
10 yrs. Experience in Lawn Care

FREE ESTIMATES
Maintenance, Sod & Sprinkler Systems, 
Clean UPS Commercial & Residential

925.642.6617  |  925.212.2973 
Lic. #5008439

With 6 month contract, 7th month is FREE

Landscaping Accounting/Bookkeeping

NEED HELP
 WITH QUICKBOOKS?

No job too big or too small!!!
Over 23 years experience  

in all aspects of bookkeeping.

Call Linda 925.918.2233

Pleasanton

Meet Max
Max is a very wig-

gly and affection-
ate adult boxer. He 
came to East County 
Animal Shelter as 
a stray and is now 
looking for his new 
forever home. He 
shows a lot of ener-
gy but settles down 
quickly after he has 
had a little exercise. His tail wags off his body when he sees 
another dog, but we have not done a dog-to-dog introduc-
tion with him. He is probably not best suited for a home 
with cats as they interest him too much. If you would like 
to meet Max, he is currently housed at East County Animal 
Shelter, 4595 Gleason Drive, Dublin, in Kennel D1.

PET OF THE WEEK

Get daily local stories and hot picks sent to your email
Sign up online at PleasantonWeekly.com

Page 18 March 2, 2012 Pleasanton Weekly

PLACE AN AD
ONLINE fogster.com

PHONE (925) 600-0840

No phone number in the ad? 
GO TO fogster.com for contact information

Jewelry

Jay Alan Jewelers
& Antiques 

739 Main Street, Suite J, 
Pleasanton 462-5200

Antiques, Fine Art
Estate Jewelry Sale

SAVE 
20% to 50% OFF

Good for Business. 
Good for the Community.

Good for You.

Visit ShopPleasanton.com today

The online guide to Pleasanton  businesses
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©2012 KB Home (KBH). No Broker Co-op on below-market-rate (affordable) homes. The administration of affordable housing construction, programs and policies is provided by the Housing Division of the Office of Housing and Redevelopment, (925) 943-5899. The Housing Division’s 
goal is to increase, improve and preserve the supply of affordable housing in Dublin. There are no restrictions regarding having to live or work in the city of Dublin; all individuals are eligible as long as they meet the household size/income 
requirements above. Plans, pricing, financing, terms, availability and specifications subject to change/prior sale without notice and may vary by neighborhood, lot location and home series. Additional charges apply for lot premiums, options/
upgrades. Buyer responsible for all taxes, insurance and other fees. Sq. footage is approximate. ARTIST’S CONCEPTION: Illustration shows upgraded landscaping/options and may not represent community’s lowest-priced homes. See sales 
representative for details. Equal Housing Opportunity. KB Home Sales–Northern California Inc. (CA Real Estate License 01293543). SB-101047

Picture yourself in a new KB home.

Enjoy recreational activities at one of Dublin's many parks.

Enjoy a movie at Hacienda Crossings.
Shop and dine at Stoneridge Shopping Center.

Affordable Housing Program

Now available at Crossroads 
at Emerald Vista in Dublin.

KB Home is proud to announce its cooperation with the 

City of Dublin’s Inclusionary Zoning Housing Ordinance 

Program in bringing affordably priced housing opportunities 

to Dublin at our Crossroads at Emerald Vista community.

The KB Home sales office is accepting 

preliminary applications.

Crossroads at Emerald Vista
$349,000 – 1,727 sq. ft., 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths

Income requirements:

Household size Maximum income
3 people  $ 99,700

4 people  $ 110,750

5 people  $ 119,600

6 people  $ 128,450For an application, please call (510) 453-0612.

BY JEB BING

 Housing affordability improved in most 
metropolitan areas due to softer existing-
home prices and record-low mortgage in-
terest rates in the fourth quarter of 2011, 
according to the latest quarterly report by 
the National Association of Realtors.
 Rising sales and lower inventory created 
more balanced conditions, NAR added, 
with favorable conditions dominating 
across the country.
 The median existing single-family home 
price rose in 29 out of 149 metropolitan 
statistical areas in the fourth quarter from a 
year earlier; two were unchanged and 118 
areas had price declines.
 Lawrence Yun, NAR chief economist, 
said the figures reflect more home sales at 
lower prices.
 “Sales have risen strongly in lower price 
ranges from one year ago, while sales at the 
upper end remain sluggish,” he said. “More 
importantly, we’re seeing a consistent trend 
of declining inventory, which means sup-
ply and demand conditions are becoming 
more balanced in more areas, which will 

help stabilize home prices.”
 The national median existing single-
family home price was $163,500 in the 
fourth quarter, down 4.2% from $170,600 
in the fourth quarter of 2010. The median 
is where half sold for more and half sold 
for less.
 Distressed homes — foreclosures and 
short sales which sold at discounts aver-
aging 15-20% — accounted for 30% of 
fourth-quarter sales. They were 34% a 
year earlier.
 Annual price measures, also reported 
this week, generally smooth out any quar-
terly swings.
 “Broadly speaking, the very middle of the 
country, from the Dakotas and Nebraska to 
Oklahoma and Texas, has experienced very 
stable home price trends because of stron-
ger job creation in those areas,” Yun said.
 Total existing-home sales, including sin-
gle-family and condo, increased 5.9% to 
a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 4.42 
million in the fourth quarter from 4.17 

Home prices boosting  
affordability, sales

Home sales in West up 8.1%, although prices still tumble

See PRICES on Page 21

Real Estate
OPEN HOME GUIDE AND REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

JAN PEGLER
925.519.1455

WWW.BHGHOME.COM/JANPEGLER

2076 Valley Oak Ct. 
Pleasanton
This spectacular home boasts a marble 

entry, has breathtaking views and sits on 

nearly an acre of beautifully landscaped 

grounds with a sparkling pool. 4700+ sq.ft. 

5 BR, 3.5 BA, den, game room & offi ce. 

Home is enhanced with rich mahogany 

woods & leaded glass doors. Conveniently 

located in the gated community of Golden 

Eagle Estates. Offered at $2,050,000

OPEN 
SAT/SUN 1-4
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1 2 2 5  L o z a n o  C t P l e a s a n t o n

bd 6 ba 8 sqft+/- 8,877 $3,799,000

Stunning, classic Italian Villa in one of Bay Area’s most 
desirable locations. Catch your breath & prepare for 
what lies beyond the gorgeous entry of this estate. 
Nestled in an unrivaled setting among olive trees & lush 

landscaping w/ mile long views of vineyards.

U w e  M a e r c z 925.251.2568

L a g u n a  H e i g h t s  C t S u n o l

Build your custom estate in the gated, master planned 
community of Laguna Heights! It consists of 9 custome 
estate sites (3 sold) totaling 40.5 acres. The home sites 
range from 2.36 acres to 10.89 acres. All sites have 

sweeping panoramic views of the surrounding hills!

U w e  M a e r c z 925.251.2568

bd ba acres+/- 10.9 $1,398,000

6 1 0 7  L e d g ewo o d  Te r D u b l i n

bd 5 ba 4 sqft+/- 3,844 $930,000

Views of TriValley, Mt Diablo & Dublin Hills! Dub Ranch 
Beauty w/ 5 Beds, Bonus/Game Room, 4 Baths. Master 
& Guest Suite on Main Level. Premium lot location w/ 
access to open space. Walk to golf course, swim club & 

award winning schools.

C i n d y  E n g e l 925.580.5107

3 4 2 9  A s h b o u r n e  C i r S a n  R a m o n

bd 5 ba 5.5 sqft+/- 5,017 $1,199,999

This Norris Canyon, San Ramon beauty backs up the 
Bishop Ranch Regional Open Space. Features a wonder-
ful pool and waterfall, spa and an excellent space for 
outdoor entertaining. This Toll Brothers home includes 

plenty of space for all your luxury home needs.

D a v i d  A z i m i 925.251.2580

4 0 4  O a k  L n P l e a s a n t o n

bd 4 ba 2.5 sqft+/- 3,400 $1,598,000

Mediterranean Villa nestled against the hills in Castle-
wood. A true replica of a country home in Madrid, this 
home is amazing in its detail, charm and ambience.
Spectacular setting on 3/4 acre wooded lot, creek, lawn, 

balconies and patios.

We i n e r /  M c D o w e l l 925.251.2585

9 9 9 9  L o n g v i e w  L n P l e a s a n t o n

bd 6 ba 6.5 sqft+/- 8,330 $3,499,000

A gated westside French Chateau custom estate with 
stunning grounds, elevator, private tennis court, indoor 
pool, casino/theater, 450 gal salt water fish tank, fin-

ished attic, vista terrace etc. Incredible level of detail!

U w e  M a e r c z 925.251.2568

8012 Golden Eagle Wy P l e a s a n t o n

Fabulous private custom Mediterranean in resort- like 
setting has it all. Porte Cachere, grand entry, gourmet 
kitchen, awesome theater w/ theater seating, stunning 
arcade & exercise rms. Vast lawns & wrap-around decks, 

guest house, pool/spa.

Pe g g y  C o r t e z 925.209.3451

bd 5 ba 6.5 sqft+/- 8,585 $3,498,000

2 1 8 8  M c L e a n  P l a c e L i v e r m o r e

bd 3 ba 4(2) sqft+/- 4,062 $1,179,999

Custom home (Court location), Special lighting system, 
gourmet kitchen, baking center, office; den, theatre / 
exercise bonus room w / half bath and kitchenette above 
garage, travertine flooring, 3 fireplaces, BBQ, pool, and 

raised - bed garden.

P a t r i c k  M a r a v e l i a s 925.251.2530

2 6 0  Ly n d h u r s t  P l S a n  R a m o n

Lot and Land Only $1,199,000

Build Your Dream Home on 4.39 acres in the beautiful 
Norris Canyon Estates. Panoramic views of Mt. Diablo 
and Norris Canyon hillsides, Already for your building 
pad,Private gate on property, Located above existing 

Norris Canyon Estate Homes. 

Kristy and Company 925.251.2536

1 4 4 1  C a l va r y  L n L i v e r m o r e

bd 4 ba 2 sqft+/- 3,322 $899,995

This classic Ranch style home on 1 acre of land w/ 6 horse 
stalls, is uniquely located near the heart of Livermore. 
Minutes away from Shopping, fine dining, schools, and 
the newly renovated Downtown with all the local activi-

ties, the location is the perfect place to call home.

M a x  d e  V r i e s 925.251.2536

5 6 4 2  R a m s g a t e  C t D u b l i n

bd 4 ba 2.5 sqft+/- 2,367 $729,900

Upgraded throughout: 300 Bottle wine cabinet, custom 
lighting, built-ins, shutters, 2 tone paint, slab granite, 
closet organizers, remodeled baths, Pella sliding door, 
gorgeous backyard w/ built-in BBQ, arbor w/ lighting, 

fountain & 10 vines of table grapes! 4bds+ loft.

J o e  F r a z z a n o  Te a m 925.735.7653

2501 Tamworth Ln S a n  R a m o n

Model Perfect! Over $300k in upgrades, prof landsc, 
pebble sheen pool, prem lot, Mcnear pavers, 4 car gar, 
office, bonus rm, sand & finish walnut floors, cust iron 
banister, cust blt-ins, mill-work, crown mouldings, gre-

atroom, hike trails, open space, top-rated school.

T h e  E n g e l s 925.580.5107

bd 4 ba 4 sqft+/- 3,824 $999,950

2128 Wate rcress  Pl S a n  R a m o n

bd 4 ba 3 sqft+/- 2,373 $849,000

Beautiful Waterloo model with a great feel and open 
floor plan. Bed and full bath downstairs. Kitchen with 
island and wood floors opens to cozy family room with 
fireplace. Large professionally landscaped rear yard with 

terrific flagstone patio.

We i n e r /  M c D o w e l l 925.251.2550

2 1 9 4  E l s a  C m n L i v e r m o r e

Gorgeous hardwood floors, new paint, Corian counters 
& great court location! Light & bright! Open floorplan 
w/huge master! Second biggest lot in development w/
added parking space. Community pool/spa for summer 
fun! Convenient shopping & commuting! Regular sale!

Diane S ass 925.583.2168

247 East Vallecitos Rd L i v e r m o r e

Build your Dream Custom Vineyard Estate Plus Tasting 
Room. Breathtaking views of the valley. Easy to build-
on desirable flat building pad. Pristine location adjacent 
to Sycamore Grove. Enjoy wine country living in the  

S. Livermore wine country!

U w e  M a e r c z 925.251.2568

bd 3 ba 2.5 sqft+/- 1,911 $464,950 Lot and Land Only $1,799,000

7 7 9 3  Pe p p e r t r e e  R d D u b l i n

bd 4 ba 3 sqft+/- 2,240 $629,000

Desirable Westside! Gorgeous hardwood floors, fresh 
paint, dual pane win & new blinds. Master suite down-
stairs w/private ba. Corner lot, RV access + 2 lots. Patio 
& backyard landscaped & exterior paint in 2010. Close 

to 580/680 & Bart!

C a t h y  a n d  K a r i 925.251.2554

6950 Crow Canyon Rd Castro Valley

Country Colonial Charming This Gated Entrance to this 
Country Charming property is great. The main home is 
2,700+/- sq.ft., updated kitchen and most windows are 
new, flooring thru out the home is newer and so much 

more. Cottage which is over 850 sq.ft. all on 1 Acre.

K r i s t y  a n d  C o m p a ny 925.251.2536

bd 4 ba 3.5 sqft+/- 2,700 $893,000

2 8 9 9  R u t h e r fo r d  C t L i v e r m o r e

bd 4 ba 3.5 sqft+/- 3,504 $849,000

Wonderfully location at the end of a cul-de-sac, near 
vineyards/ open fields. Very spacious entry way, gour-
met kitchen & grand master bedroom suite. Large back-
yard with a private apartment/office above the garage. 

Live in style, and create your own country get-away.

S a r a  A r n o l d 925.253.7040

3056 Riversbend Cir L i v e r m o r e

Large executive home, possible 5th bedroom. Property 
has a gourmet kitchen withgranite counters, stainless 

steel appliances, upgraded kitchen cabinets. formal
dining room, master suite with marble bathroom, plan-

tation shutters throughout. Full bed/ba downstairs. 

Max de Vries 925.251.2514

18309 Joseph Dr Castro Valley

Wait until you see this one! Nice spacious home located 
in Upper Castro Valley, in the Proctor School District. 
Hardwood floors thru out, updated bathrooms, newer 
paint, newer carpet downstairs, Open ceiling in the Liv-

ing room, must see to believe!

K r i s t y  a n d  C o m p a ny 925.251.2536

bd 4 ba 3 sqft+/- 2,878 $779,950

Blackhawk East
4105 Blackhawk Plaza Cir.
Danville, CA 94506

925.648.5300

Blackhawk West
3880 Blackhawk Rd. 
Danville, CA 94506

925.736.6000

Danville
15 Railroad Ave.
Danville, CA  94526

925.855.4000

Lafayette
3799 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette, CA 94549

925.385.2330

Montclair/ Piedmont
6116 La Salle Ave., Ste. 200
Oakland, CA 94611

510.339.4800

Orinda
89 Davis Rd., 
Orinda, CA 94563

925.253.7000

Walnut Creek
1700 N. Main St.
Walnut Creek, CA 94596

925.280.8500

Livermore
1983 Second St.
Livermore, CA  94550

925.667.2100

Pleasanton 
5075 Hopyard Rd Ste. 110 
Pleasanton, CA 94588

925.251.2500

D I S C O V E R  H O W  T O  G E T  M O R E  F O R  Y O U R  H O M E .
D I S C O V E R  J .  R O C K C L I F F  R E A L T O R S .

T H E  E A S T  B A Y ’ S  P R E M I E R  R E A L  E S T A T E  C O M P A N Y .
W W W . R O C K C L I F F . C O M

RO C KC L I F F.CO M/MO B I L E AP P 
SEARCH FOR HOMES ON YOUR SMART PHONE OR TABLET

          Open Sun 12-4

bd 3 ba 2.5 sqft+/- 1,748 $479,000

          Open Sat Sun 1-4

          Open Sun 1-4

          Open Sun 1-4

          Open Sun 1-4
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REPRESENTING YOUR INTERESTS

WMG
WEINER MCDOWELL GROUP

PHYLLIS WEINER
PETER MCDOWELL

925.251.2585
925.251.2550

PWEINER@ROCKCLIFF.COM
PMCDOWELL@ROCKCLIFF.COM

CA DRE #00673849
#01361481

WMGHOMES.COM

F O U R  O U T S TA N D I N G  L I S T I N G S !
TWO OPEN HOMES THIS SUNDAY 
404 OA K  L N PLEASANTON  404Oaklane.com Open Sun 1-4 
Italian Country Villa in Castlewood, Pleasanton. One of the most wonderful and unique homes available 
today. Gorgeous Italian Villa with an amazing 3/4 acre wooded lot, creek, views and more. Home features 
authentic Italian style and design with all modern features and amenities.  $1,598,000

2128 WATERCRESS PL SAN RAMON 2128Watercress.com Open Sun 1-4
Beautifully decorated and upgraded Waterloo model in the Bridges Golf Course Community. 
Beautiful 2373 square foot, 4 bedroom 3 bath Waterloo model located in the sought after Bridges Golf Course 
community. Home features hardwood floors in family room and kitchen, soaring ceilings, full bedroom and bath 
downstairs, all beautifully decorated and upgraded, and situated on a 10,000+ square foot lot. $849,000

971 SUMMIT CREEK CTPLEASANTON 971SummitCreek.com 
One of the finest homes in the desirable Bridle Creek neighborhood! This luxurious 4,455 square foot 
home features 5 Bedrooms plus Library and Media Room, including a private Guest Suite downstairs.  
Beautifully upgraded and decorated with custom window treatments, built ins, pecan hardwood floors, 
and much more.Incredible backyard with pool, spa, gazebo with outdoor kitchen and sports court. This is a 
property you should not miss seeing!  PENDING SALE/ $1,698,000

7923 SAWGRASS CTPLEASANTON 7923Sawgrass.com  
Truly exceptional home in gated neighborhood of Golden Eagle. This exceptional home located in the 
prestigious gated community of Golden Eagle in Pleasanton. Featuring a single level floor plan with approx. 
4,320 square feet on a nearly 30,000 sq.ft. private lot, with four spacious Bedrooms plus Library, 3 ½ baths.  
PENDING SALE/ Call for Price
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         404 Oak Lane

NOW PENDING!    971 Summit Creek

NOW PENDING!    7923 Sawgrass Ct

         2128 Watercress

million in the third quarter, and were 
9.2% above the 4.04 million pace during 
the fourth quarter of 2010. All regions 
rose from the third quarter and from a 
year ago.
 At the end of the fourth quarter there 
were 2.38 million existing homes avail-
able for sale, which is 21.2% lower than 
the close of the fourth quarter of 2010 
when there were 3.02 million homes on 
the market.
 NAR President Moe Veissi, broker-
owner of Veissi & Associates Inc., in 
Miami, said market conditions vary 
widely around the country.
 “Even with record high housing afford-
ability conditions, all real estate is local,” 
he said. “Both buyers and sellers need to 
be aware of what works in their local mar-
ket, and Realtors are the best resource be-
cause they have unparalleled knowledge 
of local market conditions and options.”
 Metro areas with the greatest housing 
affordability conditions in 2011 include 
the Detroit-Warren-Livonia area of Mich-
igan; Toledo, Ohio; and Decatur, Ill.
 “Clearly, the Midwest has the greatest 
concentration of areas where home buy-
ers have the strongest purchasing power, 
followed by the South,” Yun said. “Met-
ropolitan areas on the West Coast and 
along the Northeastern seaboard have 
generally higher-priced homes, which 
account for lower affordability.”
 The share of all-cash home purchases 
in the fourth quarter was 29%, un-
changed from the third quarter. They 

represented 30% of all sales in the fourth 
quarter of 2010.
 Investors, who are drawn by bargain 
prices and account for the bulk of cash 
purchases, accounted for 19% of trans-
actions in the fourth quarter of 2011, 
compared to 20% in the third quarter 
and 19% a year ago.
 First-time buyers purchased 33% of 
homes in the fourth quarter, slightly up 
from 32% in both the third quarter and 
the fourth quarter of 2010.
 Regionally, existing-home sales in the 
West increased 8.1% in the fourth quar-
ter and are 8.4% higher than a year 
ago. The median existing single-family 
home price in the West declined 4.2% to 
$205,200 in the fourth quarter from the 
fourth quarter of 2010.
 Existing-home sales in the Northeast 
rose 6.3% in the fourth quarter and 
are 3.7% above the fourth quarter of 
2010. The median existing single-family 
home price in the Northeast fell 4.6% to 
$229,200 in the fourth quarter from a 
year ago.
 In the Midwest, existing-home sales 
increased 7.0% in the fourth quarter 
and are 14.1% higher than a year ago. 
The median existing single-family home 
price in the Midwest declined 3.3% to 
$134,100 in the fourth quarter from the 
fourth quarter in 2010.
 Existing-home sales in the South rose 
3.8% in the fourth quarter and are 
9.1% above the same quarter in 2010. 
The median existing single-family home 
price in the South was $146,500 in the 
fourth quarter, down 3.8% from a year 
earlier. 

PRICES
Continued from Page 19

REAL ESTATE

KELLER WILLIAMS® Tri-Valley Realty is Independently Owned and Operated.
REALTOR® Lic#01206964

www.DeloresGragg.com

Delores
Gragg

900 Sunset Creek Lane, Pleasanton
New on the Market! 

Bridle Creek,  Impeccable in and out. 4 BR, 3 BA plus offi ce and bonus room. Approx. 
3445 sq. ft. Outstanding gourmet kitchen with maple cabinets, granite slab countertops, 

stainless steel appliances and tile fl ooring. Beautifully landscaped private backyard; perfect for 
entertaining with sports pool, slide and automatic pool cover.

Offered at $1,289,000

OPEN SUN 1-4

For photos and virtual tours 
visit www.deloresgragg.com

925.989.6500

If you are thinking of selling or buying 
a home, call me for information 

on current market conditions and 
options available to you.
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“KW Associates closed 19% more units per Agent in 2011. 

While other Agents remain constant or retract, ours thrive!”
Source: RealTrends Data, 2011

OPEN HOMES THIS WEEKEND

Alamo
6 BEDROOMS

1311 Laverock Lane $2,694,000
Sun 1-4 Michael Hatfield Broker 984-1339

Danville
3 BEDROOMS

292 Windstream Pl $564,000
Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 837-4100

4 BEDROOMS

341 Fontaine Ct $719,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 Coldwell Banker 837-4100

5 BEDROOMS

755 El Pintado Rd $1,685,000
Sun 2-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 314-1111

Dublin
4 BEDROOMS

8633 Briarwood Ln $425,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 847-2200

5 BEDROOMS

6107 Ledgewood Terrace $930,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 667-2100

Livermore
3 BEDROOMS

2188 Mclean Place $1,179,999
Sun 12-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 667-2100
2194 Elsa Cmn $464,950
Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 583-2168

4 BEDROOMS

2255 Merlot Ln $759,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Keller Williams Tri-valley 397-4200

Manteca
4 BEDROOMS

1523 Pete Court $219,000
 Sat 12-2 PMZ Real Estate (209) 324-2579

Pleasanton
4 BEDROOMS

640 Varese Ct $1,950,000
Sun 1-4 Fabulous Properties 980-0273
5260 Ridgevale Way $980,000
Sun 1-4 Moxley Team 600-0990
3560 Ovella Way $1,475,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams Tri-valley 397-4200
3435 Palmer Pl $1,149,000
Sun 1-4 Bhg Tri-valley Realty 463-9500
 

2579 Gillian Ct $1,150,000
Sun 1-4 Fabulous Properties 980-0273
4432 First St $979,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams Tri-valley 260-2220
4668 Laramie Gate Ct $789,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams Tri-valley 918-0986
900 Sunset Creek Ln $1,289,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams Tri-valley 918-0986
7943 Paragon Cir $1,389,000
Sun 1-4 Bhg Tri-valley Realty 463-9500
404 Oak Lane $1,598,000
Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 251-2585

5 BEDROOMS

3720 Raboli Street $1,999,000
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 251-1111
7235 Valley Trails Dr $699,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams Tri-valley 397-4200
2076 Valley Oak Ct. $2,050,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Jan Pegler 519-1455

San Ramon
2 BEDROOMS

7121 Briza Loop $449,000
Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 251-2500

4 BEDROOMS

2128 Watercress Pl $849,000
Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 251-2585

Find more open home listings at pleasantonweekly.com/real_estate

For marketing opportunities contact Andrea Heggelund at 600-0840 x110.

SALES AT A GLANCE

Source: California REsource

Dublin
Total sales reported: 18

Lowest sale reported: $225,000

Highest sale reported: $684,500

Average sales reported: $405,639

Livermore 
Total sales reported: 24

Lowest sale reported: $80,000

Highest sale reported: $675,000

Average sales reported: $357,979

Pleasanton 
Total sales reported: 18

Lowest sale reported: $220,000

Highest sale reported: $901,000

Average sales reported: $466,028

San Ramon 
Total sales reported: 8

Lowest sale reported: $360,000

Highest sale reported: $900,000

Average sales reported: $632,687

Sunol 
Total sales reported: 1

Lowest sale reported: $390,000

Highest sale reported: $390,000

Average sales reported: $390,000

REAL ESTATE
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PLEASANTON  90 0 Main Street

925.846.6500
www.blaiselofland.com

Blofland@BlaiseLofland.com

apr.com
DRE# 00882113

LAGUNA OAKS

2505 ARLOTTA PLACE, PLEASANTON
Best location in Laguna Oaks! Desirable Newport model on premium .40 
acre lot. Quiet premium court location. Four bedrooms, bonus room, plus 
formal office. Private guest/in law/au pair quarters (4th). Three and a half 
bathrooms. Approximately 3,830 square feet. Large gourmet kitchen, granite 
countertops, custom backsplash, tile flooring and large eating area. Spacious 
master suite with views of Pleasanton Ridge, and large walk in closet. 
Beautifully landscaped rear yard with ultimate privacy.  Expansive lawn areas 
(pool site). A short walk to the community pool, park, and tennis courts. 
SOLD FOR $1,300,000

SOLD

FOOTHILL KNOLLS

7863 FOOTHILL KNOLLS, PLEASANTON
Beautiful single story on private premium .35 acre lot. Three bedrooms, two 
bathrooms, approximately 2,150 sf. Completely remodeled kitchen with 
granite slab countertops, custom backsplash, custom cabinetry and high end 
European appliances. Hardwood flooring, French doors, vaulted ceilings, 
newer windows, newer tile roof. Master suite includes custom built-in closet/
dresser area, French doors to rear grounds, private bathroom with dual sinks. 
Very private professionally landscaped rear grounds, with no rear neighbors. 
Recently re-plastered and tiled pool/spa with new equipment. Built-in kitchen/
BBQ island with refrigerator. Mature trees, patios and lawn areas.  
OFFERED AT AND SOLD FOR $949,000

SOLD

335 DEL SOL AVENUE, PLEASANTON
Location, location, location. Desirable downtown quiet court location! 
Beautiful upgraded home, 5 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms with 2350 square feet. 
Remodeled kitchen with granite slab countertops, custom backsplash and 
stainless appliances. Newer upgraded hardwood flooring, plantation shutters, 
dual pane windows, newer brushed nickel hardware and fixtures. Lots of 
upgrades including 30 year roof. Elevated lot with private secluded tranquil 
grounds includes TimberTech deck, mature trees. Walk around the corner at 
Neal and in one minute you are at the Farmers Market and can also enjoy all 
the other downtown amenities! Award winning schools!  
SOLD FOR $830,000

DOWNTOWN KOTTINGER RANCH

1348 HEARST DRIVE, PLEASANTON
Excellent location!!! Panoramic views of surrounding hills. Backs to open 
space, no rear neighbors. Great condition, move in ready! Five bedrooms, 
3.5 bathrooms, 3300 square feet. Recently updated gourmet kitchen with 
granite slab countertops! Spacious master suite with fireplace & large bath-
room. Open living room, family room and formal dining room. French 
doors, hardwood flooring. Three car garage. Beautiful, professionally land-
scaped grounds include, in-ground pool, spacious deck, gazebo, large lawn 
areas and 135 wine producing grape vines, private vineyard! Community 
amenities include tennis courts & pool! Walking distance to Main Street 
and downtown! Award winning Pleasanton schools!!  
SOLD FOR $1,400,000

SOLD — REPRESENTED BUYERSOLD

CANYON OAKS

5809 STONECLIFF VISTA LN, PLEASANTON
Newer beautiful home built in 2004. Great location, backs to open space 
with views of Mount Diablo, Pleasanton Ridge & surrounding open space! 
Three bedrooms plus loft/office, two & a half bathrooms, 2401 square feet. 
Custom tile flooring. Gourmet kitchen with granite countertops, stainless 
appliances. Spacious master suite. Oversized two car garage. Beautiful 
landscaping. Walk to new sports park & award winning Hearst Elementary, 
Pleasanton Middle School, Oak Hill Shopping Center & Main Street! 
Convenient to Callippe Golf Course & Castlewood Country Club.
SOLD FOR $810,000

SOLD

OAK LANE

369 OAK LANE, PLEASANTON 
Former Hearst Estate Hunting Lodge -“Moonlight Oaks.” Private 
Driveway leads to 1.2 acre estate lot in premium wooded, secluded 
location. This is an entertainers dream home. Extensive use of quality 
Redwood timber. Recently upgraded, desirable single level with tastefully 
maintained historic charm. Panoramic views of nature and historic 
majestic Oaks. Approximately 3800 Square Feet with three bedrooms, 
three remodeled bathrooms, large gourmet kitchen, and incredible Great 
room with large Yosemite style fireplace and open beam ceiling. Large 
basement for storage and detached two-room wine cottage.
OFFERED AT 1,549,000

WALNUT GLEN ESTATES

3891 PICARD AVENUE, PLEASANTON
Wow! Better than new because it is done & ready! Extensively designer 
remodeled, single level, plus upstairs bonus room/au pair/guest quarters! 
Premium corner .34 acre lot! Four bedrooms plus bonus, four bathrooms, 
3588 square feet. Completely remodeled gourmet kitchen with new granite 
slab countertops, designer backsplash & new stainless appliances. Remodeled 
bathrooms with granite slab countertops, custom marble flooring & surround. 
New interior & exterior paint, new carpet, new Travertine flooring! Vaulted 
ceilings, plantation shutters, crown molding, new door hardware & light 
fixtures! Security alarm system & intercom! Finished three car garage! Tile roof. 
Professionally recently upgraded landscaped grounds with spacious lawn area 
& patios. Award winning Pleasanton schools! Walk to neighborhood parks! 
OFFERED AT $1,269,000

SOLD

OAK PARK

247 TOMAS WAY, PLEASANTON
Completely remodeled, single level in Oak Park. Remod-
eled gourmet kitchen, remodeled bathrooms, newer dual 
pane windows, crown molding, hardwood floors, upgraded 
baseboards, central air conditioning, and private rear yard. 
Newer doors, door trim, and hardware, upgraded light 
fixtures and fans. Close to downtown and shopping.
OFFERED AT $549,000

PENDING

Julia Murtagh

925.997.2411
jmurtagh@apr.com
JuliaMurtagh.com
DRE #01751854

“Bringing Integrity  

to Your Front Door” 
2012 will have record numbers of Short 
Sales. For those sellers, there will be 
major incentives and programs to help the 
transition. Please review my dedicated 
website for more information or call.  
www.JuliaHelpsDistressedSellers.com

DISTRESSED SELLERS

Country Fair Estates. Wonderful Stradford Model, 
 just under 2800 sq. ft. 4 bedroom / 3 bath.  

An entertainer’s delight w/nice pool in backyard. 
Situated on a nice, large court near  
Del Prado Park. Call for more info!

COMING SOON!

PENDING IN 5 DAYS

1111 TIFFANY 
LANE 
Charming Duet, 
close to downtown, 
1705 sq. ft. upgraded 
throughout, built in 
1985. Walk to school, 
shops, parks. Call 
for more details. 
OFFERED AT 

$479,000

SELLERS

6023 STERLING 
GREEN CIRCLE

Beautiful home in the 
“Canyon Oaks” 
neighborhood of 
South Pleasanton. 
This 4 bed/2.5 bath 
upgraded home 
is just under 2900 
sq ft. SOLD FOR 

$815,000

JUST SOLD

Vintage Hills 
4 bedroom home,  

2000+ plus, pool okay,  
up to 825K

 

Downtown, Birdland,  
Del Prado

 Valley View neighborhood,  
3/4 bedrooms,  

up to 850k 

West Side, Carriage 
Oaks, Vintage Hills

4/5 bedrooms,  
2800+, pool okay,  
up to 1.1 million

First time buyers
 Young family,  

3 bedroom,  
not busy street,  

under 550k

If you are thinking of Selling your home,  
you need to know our Spring market is already hopping. 

We are seeing multiple offers on many homes! 

I have Pre-Approved buyers looking for homes in Pleasanton:



Melissa Pederson
REALTOR® DRE # 01002251

925.397.4326
melissapedersonhomes@gmail.com

www.melissapederson.com

900 Sunset Creek Lane, Pleasanton 

Bridle Creek, New on the Market! Impeccable in and out. 4 BR, 3 BA 

plus office and bonus room. Approx. 3445 sq. ft. Outstanding gour-

met kitchen with maple cabinets, granite slab countertops, stainless 

steel appliances and tile flooring. Beautifully landscaped private back-

yard; perfect for entertaining with sports pool, slide and automatic 

pool cover. Offered at $1,289,000 

Open Sun 1-4

4580 Harper Ct, Pleasanton
Pride in Ownership! 
Beautiful 3 bedroom, 2 bath one 
level home on a quiet court in 
Pleasanton. New stucco, roof, 
windows and almost 1600 sq ft. 
Beautifully updated kitchen. 

925.463.0436  
www.SoldinaFlash.com

SALE PENDING!

REALTORS®, GRI, CRS, SRES

Wonderful 4 Bedroom Home
One level home with 4 bedrooms, 
2 baths and almost 2000 sq 
ft. Remodeled kitchen with granite 
counters and stainless steel ap-
pliances. Formal dining and cozy 
fireplace in the living. 
Spacious master bedroom.  

SALE PENDING! PENDING

Danielle Peel
925.998.9692

DRE #01293873

Cristin Kiper Sanchez
925.580.7719

DRE #01479197

homes@peelsanchez.com  |  www.PeelSanchez.com

3300 Araldi Lane, Dublin
In Arrivare at Sorrento in Dublin.  
A taste of Italy in the Dublin coun-
tryside. 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath single 
family home with open architecture 
and intelligent floor plan; amazing 
community amenities!  

Call us before going to the sales office of any new 
development – we will be on your side to help  

get what you want in your new home.

DeAnna Armario
REALTOR® DRE # 01363180

925.260.2220 
www.armariohomes.com

4432 1st Street, Pleasanton
One of a kind! Amazing Downtown Victorian. 4 BR, 3 BA and 
1791+/- sqft. Within walking distance to all Downtown events. Up-
dated throughout with original details, and custom enhancements. 
Plus 417 sqft. studio apartment above the garage and an additional 
basement in law unit! Offered at $979,000

Open Sun 1-4

Gail Boal
REALTOR®DRE # 01276455

925.577.5787
www.gailboal.com

4911 Blackbird Wy, Pleasanton
Gorgeous remodeled single level, 4 bedroom, 2 bath in popular 
Birdland area! Hardwood floors, maple cabinets, solar pool, top schools 
and close to the park! Call for pricing. 

Sold in 2 days!

Cindy and Gene Williams
REALTORS® DRE # 01370076 and 00607511 

925.918.2045
www.williamsteam.net

1641 Vetta Dr, Livermore 
Outstanding 5 bed (6 potential) & 4.5 ba home w/ 3500+ sq ft. 1 
bed/ba downstairs. Upgrades throughout including $27k in solar 
(no PG&E), new carpet, crown molding, maple cabinets, plantation 
shutters & great yard for entertaining. Offered at $914,900

1641VettaDrive.com

4668 Laramie Gate Ct., Pleasanton
Beautifully updated 4 BR and 3 BA home w/vaulted ceiling on a quiet 
court in the “Gates” neighborhood. 1 BR and full BA downstairs. 
Charming and spacious kitchen.Large, private backyard with tiled patio 
& /charming grape arbor. Great schools! Offered at $789,000

Open Sun 1-4

Ingrid Wetmore
REALTOR® DRE # 00923379

925.918.0986
www.krugergroup.com

2579 Gillian Court, Pleasanton
Single story, 3146 sqft. home, w/4 bedrooms and 3 full baths. 
Timeless design, with cherry kitchen with stainless appliances, & 
private and expansive yard with built in bbq & fire pit. 
NOW SHORT SALE $1,150,000

OPEN SUN 1-4

Fran & Dave Cunningham
925.202.6898

DRE # 01226296 & 00930892

Donna Garrison
925.980.0273
DRE # 01735040

Susan Schall
925.519.8226
DRE # 01713497

www.FabulousProperties.net
www.RubyHill.net

640 Varese Court, Ruby Hill
This beautiful 5665 sq ft. French Country home offers 4 bedrooms, 
4.5 baths, bonus room, gourmet chef ’s appointed kitchen, and golf 
course lot & views. The pool, spa and barbecue island enhance your 
living and entertaining experience. Offered at $1,950,000

OPEN SUN 1-4

Fran & Dave Cunningham
925.202.6898

DRE # 01226296 & 00930892

Donna Garrison
925.980.0273
DRE # 01735040

Susan Schall
925.519.8226
DRE # 01713497

www.FabulousProperties.net
www.RubyHill.net

#1 Office 
in Pleasanton 

in Volume 
and Sales2011

5994 W. Las Positas, Suite 101, Pleasanton   |   www.KWTrivalley.com   |   459 Main Street, Pleasanton      

Broker License #01395362


