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Whole Foods Market
100 Sunset Drive, San Ramon

925.355.9000

wholefoodsmarket.com/sanramon

Store hours: 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.*

* 7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve. Closed Christmas Day.

We have them at Whole Foods in San Ramon. 
You can shop here for all those unique last minute gifts!
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If you’re out walking the dog 
late tomorrow night and a po-
lice car passes by, wave a Merry 

Christmas to the officer patrolling 
our streets. Working the “grave-
yard” shift, as overnight duty is 
often called, can be a tough as-
signment in any profession. But 
usually those jobs don’t require 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 
duty, except, of course, for those 
with the media, airlines, gas sta-
tion attendants, and police.
 Pleasanton police Sgt. Ted 
Young knows all about overnight 
assignments on Christmas Eve. 
With 27 years in law enforce-
ment, he’s worked the day shift, 
swing shift and, this weekend, 
graveyard. So as his 7-year-old 
Sara dreams of St. Nicholas com-
ing her way, Young will be in 
place to actually see Santa sweep-
ing into Pleasanton.
 Police work 10-hour shifts so 
Young’s will start at 9:30 p.m. 
tomorrow night, hitting the street 
by 10. He’ll be off at 7:30 Christ-
mas morning in time to join in 
the gift opening with his wife 
Maria and their other children: 
Trevor, 11; Clayton, 17, and Si-
erra, who is home from UC Santa 
Barbara. Maria also is a sergeant 
with the Pleasanton police force, 
using her maiden name Munayer 
so as not to confuse anyone. She 
has charge of the department’s 
DARE program and also supervis-
es the liaison officers at the city’s 
high schools.
 Young may be the only de-
greed biologist on a police force 
in the area. With a bachelor’s 
degree in biology from UC Davis 
and a master’s from Cal State 
Hayward (now East Bay), he 
first served as a biologist with 
the California Fish & Game 
agency before joining the East 
Bay Regional Parks system in law 
enforcement. Although working 
outdoors most days and search-
ing for poachers and illegal traps 
had its advantages, police work 
proved more exciting and pro-
ductive.
 His background also has given 
him a leg up when a frantic call-
er asks for help in killing deadly 
spiders and animals invading the 
home, which Young says usually 
turn out to be harmless. Once a 
caller said he had found a human 

hand. Young quickly recognized 
it as a prank by someone who 
had found a dead bear’s claw and 
skinned it into what had a hand-
like appearance.
 In addition to working every 
shift many times on the Pleasanton 
force, Young also has handled a 
variety of assignments, including 
five years as a narcotics officer. 
That often requires working the 
graveyard shift and many more, 
including missing a Super Bowl a 
few years ago to track down and 
make arrests in a big narcotics 
bust at the edge of town.
 Still, even as a veteran with 
years of spotting and stopping 
criminal activity at all hours of 
the night, Young admits that 
working the Christmas Eve-
Christmas Day shift can be 
mighty lonely. By 11 p.m. tomor-
row, after the last of the candle-
light church services and fam-
ily gatherings are over, stillness 
comes over the city as in no other 
night. Usually the Seven-11 and 
Chevron gas station at Santa Rita 
Road and Valley Avenue are open, 
but little else. Even the “bad 
guys” go home for Christmas. By 
then, Young, too, will have had 
a Christmas Eve dinner with his 
family and said goodnight before 
heading down to the station.
 Although he doubts there will 
be many dog walkers late on 
Christmas Eve, if he sees you he 
hopes to exchange Christmas 
greetings. That may be his most 
excitement on a long 10-hour 
shift tomorrow night. 

AROUND  
PLEASANTON

BY JEB BING

Patrolling 
the streets on 
Christmas Eve

About the Cover
Lucas McNamee, 5, his brother JJ, 3, are all smiles as they share their Christmas 
wish with Santa: that daddy, David McNamee, be home for Christmas from 
China where he’s been on long business trips. Lucas is in kindergarten at Donlon 
Elementary; JJ attends Adventures in Learning Preschool. They spotted Santa 
while shopping with mom Heather at Stoneridge Shopping Center. See more 
Santa photos on page 15. Cover design by Lili Cao.

Vol. XII, Number 50

6766 Bernal Ave., #540
In front of new Safeway

Pleasanton, CA 94566
925.484.2547

M-F 9am-9pm, Sat 9am-6pm, Sun 9am-5pm

Next time. Save time.
Use Android App 
or iPhone App 

for online Check-In.
Over 3000 Salons in the US/Canada.

$6.99 $6.99haircut haircut
offer expires: 1/18/12

Not valid with any other offers. Limit one
coupon per customer. At participating salons.

PW-FP PW-FP

offer expires: 1/18/12
Not valid with any other offers. Limit one

coupon per customer. At participating salons.

Register at the store to win a Galaxy Tab!

www.fazrestaurants.com

Call To Make Your Reservations Today!

New Year’s Day 

Brunch $20.12
Served with Sparkling Wine

Extended Brunch Hours 10:30am-3pm

Reservations strongly suggested
For more information call 925.460.0444

925 460 0444 • 5121 Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton 

Surf & Turf 

Menu 

(not a prix-fixed menu)

Live Music 7pm-1am

Champagne Toast @ Midnight

No Cover Charge

Drink Specials

Reservations strongly suggested
For more information call 925.460.0444
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GRAHAM-HITCH
MORTUARY

Dignified Care  
& Compassionate Service 

Since 1891

Advance Planning 
Made Easy

Call Deanna for a FREE 
 consultation. In-home 

visits available.

4167 First Street, Pleasanton

925-846-5624
Crematory Privately Owned  

& Operated
FD#429

POLICE DEPARTMENT PHOTO

Police Sgt. Ted Young and his wife, Po-
lice Sgt. Maria Munayer, both with the 
Pleasanton Police Department



Streetwise
ASKED AROUND TOWN

Do you send holiday cards?

Jen Cohn
Teacher

No, I don’t. I feel like all the people I would 
send Christmas card to are Facebook 
friends, and they know what I’ve been doing 
all year already through pictures and posts.

Sylvia Desin
Realtor 

I usually do. I started sending them once 
we had children, though we are debating 
whether or not to do it this year. If we do, 
they’ll be New Year’s cards. I like getting 
cards with photos, but I don’t like the brag-
ging letters that sometimes accompany 
holiday cards.

Rhonda Elliott
Professional organizer, Organized By Design

I do sometimes. It depends on how hectic 
the year is. I always write a personal mes-
sage to each recipient, so it takes quite a 
while. I have noticed that we are getting 
fewer cards, so it seems like people aren’t 
sending them like they used to.  

Pia Murphy
Teacher

I do. We send cards with photos of the kids 
every year. I absolutely love getting pictures 
of my family and friends, and I display them 
during the season and then save them in a 
file. 

Katie Gordet
Blackhawk Network 

I don’t. I sent them once, but I think that 
my generation just isn’t into sending holiday 
cards. Most of my friends don’t do it any-
more; I have a few family members that still 
send cards, but that’s about it.

Have a Streetwise question? E-mail editor@PleasantonWeekly.com
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“Ask me about 
the AARP Auto 
Insurance Program 
from the Hartford.”
Now available in your area!

Chris Clarkson
ISU of San Francisco
201 California Street
Suite 200
San Francisco, CA 94111
0778092

This auto insurance is designed exclusively  
for AARP members — and is now available through  

your local Hartford independent agent!

Call Today for your FREE, no-obligation quote:
415-623-5144

The AARP Automobile Insurance Program from the Hartford is underwritten by Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affiliates, One Hartford Plaza, Hartford CT 06155. CA license 
number 5152. In Washington, the Program is underwritten by Trumbull Insurance Company. AARP and its affiliates are not insurance agencies or carriers and do not employ or endorse 
insurance agents, brokers, representatives or advisors. This program is provided by The Hartford, not AARP or its affiliates. Paid endorsement. The Hartford pays a royalty fee to AARP for 
the use of AARP’s intellectual property. These fees are used for the general purposes of AARP. AARP membership is required for Program eligibility in most states. Applicants are individu-
ally underwritten and some may not qualify. Specific features, credits, and discounts may vary and may not be available in all states in accordance with state filings and applicable law. The 
premiums quoted by an authorized agent for any Program policy include the additional costs associated with the advice and counsel that your authorized agent provides.

107293 3rd Rev

Chris Clarkson
ISU of San Francisco

Get All of This Plus More Great Offers from Volvo!

THE NEW 2012 VOLVO S60

925.939.3333
2791 North Main St., Walnut Creek

www.lawrencevolvo.com

For further details, 
please contact our
sales department

5 YEAR WARRANTY + 5 YEAR WEAR & TEAR
5 YEAR SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE + 5 YEAR ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE

BEST-IN-CLASS COVERAGE PLAN FROM VOLVO SECURESAFE

Your Search Ends Right Here!

Celebrating 40 Years in Pleasanton

4271 First Street  |  Pleasanton
(In Pleasant Plaza) 925.846.4455

9am-7pm Mon-Fri; 9am-4pm Sat
www.pleasantoncustomcare.com

Prescription Compounding   Diabetic Supplies   Home Delivery   Durable Medical Products   Bilingual Services   Family Owned

124 Market Place | San Ramon
(next to Nob Hill) 925.830.0555
9am-7pm Mon-Fri; 9am-4pm Sat

www.sanramoncustomcare.com

Custom Care Pharmacies in Pleasanton 
and San Ramon welcome all major insurance 
plans in 2012 including Express Scripts

Our name is our commitment.

FREE  
daily email digest!
Top local stories and 
hot picks delivered  
to your email inbox  

every weekday.

Pleasanton

Sign up online at  
PleasantonWeekly.com



BY GLENN WOHLTMANN
 Teens, teachers and parents, leave your pot at 
home if you’re headed to any of the city’s three 
high schools after January. A measure is headed 
to the school board that would bring drug dogs 
to the schools on a regular basis.
 A push by principals for the drug-sniffing 
canines will go before the school board on Jan. 
10 and could be approved before the end of 
next month. If the plan gets the go-ahead, dogs 
would be brought onto the three campuses three 
to five times a semester.
 “We would get together with the administra-
tion before the year or before the semester. It’s 

not going to be just random,” police Officer 
Ryan Dawson told a group of Amador Valley 
High School parents at a recent meeting. “The 
dogs will not interact with the students.”
 The parking lots and gym lockers — the only 
places where kids can lock their belongings — 
would be searched by the canines, but students 
would be out of those areas when the dogs are 
brought in, Dawson said.
 “It’s just going to go through those two areas,” 
he said. “Very often students keep stolen property 
or drugs in their cars or in their gym lockers.”
 Most of the 22 parents who attended the infor-
mational meeting on Dec. 15 agreed with the plan.

 Kevin Johnson, the school district’s senior di-
rector of pupil services, said the goal is to keep 
the campuses drug free.
 “We want them to be a place for kids to come 
where they can feel safe,” he said. He pointed 
to a recent forum on drug and alcohol use in 
schools, where one student said a rumor that 
drug dogs were coming was enough to keep 
drugs off the Amador campus for a time.
 “The kids aren’t going to know when it’s hap-
pening,” said Officer Craig Hobizal.
 The searches aren’t going to be limited to stu-
dent parking. Teacher parking areas would be 

Newsfront
Celebrations airing 
Christmas Day
 Tri-Valley Community TV will 
air the 2011 Holiday Parades 
and Tree Lightings from Dub-
lin, Livermore, Pleasanton and 
San Ramon on Christmas Day 
on Comcast TV Channel 30 as 
well as streaming them at www.
trivalleytv.org.
 The schedule is as follows:
■ Pleasanton parade: noon-2 
p.m.; 8:30-10:30 p.m.
■ San Ramon tree lighting: 8-9:30 
a.m.; 2-3:30 p.m.; 6-7:30 p.m.
■ Livermore parade: 9:30-11 
a.m.; 3:30-5 p.m.; 10:30 p.m.-
midnight
■ Dublin tree lighting: 11 a.m.-
noon; 5-6 p.m.; 7:30-8:30 p.m.

BART plans New 
Year’s Eve
 BART is helping patrons ring 
in 2012 by staying open until 
3 a.m., three hours later than 
normal, with trains running 
every hour based on a station’s 
regular time.
 Also, beginning at 8 p.m. 
on New Year’s Eve, trains will 
stop at only Embarcadero or 
Montgomery Street station in 
downtown San Francisco, not 
both, to ease overcrowding at 
Embarcadero by better distrib-
uting people between the two 
stations. After the fireworks, 
BART will add more trains to 
enhance its normal 20-minute 
service to carry riders home.
 Dublin/Pleasanton trains will 
stop at Embarcadero Station, and 
after the fireworks, riders will 
need to return to the Embar-
cadero Station to board a train 
bound for Dublin/Pleasanton.

What’s on First 
Wednesday?
 Since July 4 will land on the 
first Wednesday of the month 
in 2012, July’s First Wednesday 
street party in downtown Pleas-
anton will take place the second 
Wednesday of that month, July 
11, announced the Pleasanton 
Downtown Association, which 
sponsors the popular monthly 
evening events on Main Street 
from May through September.
 “Our staff and board agreed 
that moving our First Wednesday 
to the second Wednesday in July 
was the best way to proceed,” 
said Laura Olson, executive direc-
tor of the association. “We didn’t 
want to cancel an event that is so 
beloved by our community. We’re 
trying to get the word out as early 
as possible so the residents are 
aware of this change.”

Corrections
The Weekly desires to correct  
all significant errors. To request  
a correction, call the editor  
at (925) 600-0840 or e-mail:  
editor@PleasantonWeekly.com

DIGEST
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Making  
Christmas merry

Families enjoy Santa, 
camaraderie, pizza and toys

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
 The warmth of caring and Christmas cheer filled 
the community room of the library Tuesday eve-
ning as dozens of people sat at festively decorated 
tables sharing a meal of pizza while children ran 
around with toys they’d just received from Santa.
 It all started when Niosha Jamali and friends at 
her dance studio in Dublin began to gather gently 
used clothing for children. When they talked to 
firefighters about helping people in need, one sug-
gested that they contact the families who live at the 
Fairgrounds near the stables where they work.
 “My wife and I went to the Fairground stables 
to adopt three families but ended up adopting 
seven families,” reported Jay Jamali, Niosha’s 
husband. “The first family that we met was a 
blonde, blue-eyed mother of two whose wish list 
included a baseball glove for her 6-year-old boy 
and a skateboard for her 13-year-old son.

Festival forced  
to flee Fairgrounds

Residents resist rave

  An event that had some residents worried 
about potential problems was booted from the 
Alameda County Fairgrounds after an investiga-
tion by Pleasanton police.
 Countdown 2012, which some locals said 
was a rave, will now be held at in Tulare County 
instead of the fairgrounds here.
 “The promoter applied to have an event at 
the Fairgrounds and typically, as we always do, 
we worked with the Fairgrounds to provide se-
curity at the event. In working up background 
and intelligence, preparing for the event, what 
we learned was inconsistent with what the 
promoter told the fairground,” said Pleasanton 
police Chief Dave Spiller. “I strongly encouraged 
the fairgrounds not to hold the event.”
 Spiller said the promoter’s initial application 
called Countdown 2012 a family friendly event.
 “They said it was going to be a holiday 
family-oriented music festival. There’s no in-
dication there was any family involvement at 
all. The marketing is consistent with raves,” 
he said. “I didn’t think it was in the best inter-

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Santa Claus welcomes children to a special celebration held Tuesday night to make sure everyone shares in 
the joy of the season.

JAY FLACHSBARTH

Christmas Grinch leads protest
Hotel and restaurant union workers and supporters march along Main Street in downtown 
Pleasanton on Saturday to protest a lockout nearly two years ago of 60 union employees from 
Castlewood Country Club over a contract dispute that centered on who must pay for health care 
benefits. The group sang Christmas carols and heard Bible readings as participants walked along 
Main Street and through Farmers Market to seek public support for their battle against the club. 

See CHRISTMAS on Page 6

See RAVE on Page 6

See DOGS on Page 8

Drug dogs may be headed to Pleasanton high schools
‘The kids aren’t going to know when it’s happening,’ say police
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TAKE US ALONG
Waiting for 
Rafa: Pleasanton 
residents Renee 
Mahdavi (left) 
and Susan 
Weiglein enjoy 
their Weekly at 
the BNP Paribas 
Tennis Open in 
Indian Wells in 
March, just before 
No. 1 ranked 
Rafael Nadal 
takes the court.

NOW OFFERING ZERONA® BODY SLIMMING
Zerona® is the only clinically-proven non-invasive 

laser slimming treatment that removes fat and 
reduces inches with:

Lose 1 dress size in 2 weeks!
After AfterBefore Before

$10.00 Per Unit 

Botox® Treatment  Always!!!

NORCAL
Weight Loss Center

Look Better. Feel Better. Be Better

 

BY GLENN WOHLTMANN
 Pleasanton police are investigating 
the second armed robbery at restau-
rants this month, although descrip-
tions indicate two separate suspects.
 The latest came Sunday night at 
Domino’s Pizza on Santa Rita Road, 
not far from the Gold Chopsticks res-
taurant, which was held up Dec. 3.
 A lone suspect entered Domino’s 
in the 3100 block of Santa Rita 
Road at around 6:25 p.m., dis-
played a handgun, and demanded 
cash, according to a police report.
 “He had a gun, a short gun — a 
small pistol, like a revolver,” said 
Baldev Singh, the Domino’s man-
ager on duty during the holdup. “He 
came inside the door and said, ‘Give 
me the money, give me the money.’”
 Singh said the man was wear-
ing a black mask and gloves, so it 
was impossible to tell much about 
him. Police describe the man as an 
Asian or Hispanic man in his early 
20s, 5 feet 5 inches tall and weigh-
ing about 120 pounds. He was last 
seen running toward the rear of 

the business with an undisclosed 
amount of money.
 Singh said he thinks the man was 
young, “maybe 18, 19, maybe less.”
 “He was scared, too,” Singh said, 
adding that one of the five employ-
ees in the store walked into a cooler 
and called 911 and that another 
quit the next day.
 At the time of the holdup, the 
man was wearing a black jacket 
and black running pants, the police 
report said.
 Police set up a perimeter around 
the area and brought in a K-9 unit, 
but the suspect was not located.
 The suspect in the Gold Chop-
sticks holdup was described as a 
thin black male, 18 to 25 years old. 
That suspect bypassed the register 
and took cash directly from the 
owner’s wallet before aiming a gun 
at the owner’s wife and fleeing the 
restaurant on foot.
 Anyone with information about 
either robbery is asked to contact 
the Pleasanton Police Department 
at 931-5100. 

Dominos delivers — 
cash to holdup man

Second restaurant robbed at gunpoint this month

est of the community.”
 Spiller added that it’s not the 
Police Department’s job “to be the 
morals police,” but “to ensure the 
safety of the community for both 
the participants and the non par-
ticipating community.”
 The event, billed as Northern 
California’s largest New Years’ 
Eve “massive music festival” will 
now be held at the Tulare County 
Fairgrounds in the Central Valley, 
about three hours away.

 A statement on the event pro-
moter’s website makes no mention 
of being ousted by police, but 
said the organizers were unable to 
secure enough law enforcement to 
staff the event.
 “Countdown 2012 has been 
forced to move locations due to 
local law enforcement’s inability 
to staff the event and as a result, 
the Alameda County Fairgrounds 
management has decided to pull 
out. We have exhausted all op-
tions to make this event possible at 
the Alameda County Fairgrounds, 
including contacting other law 

enforcement agencies. However 
none of the local agencies can 
commit due to time restraints,” 
the statement reads.
 “We have secured and con-
firmed the closest available loca-
tion. Countdown 2012 will now 
take place at the Tulare County 
Fairgrounds. We understand that 
this creates a commute for many 
attendees so we have secured 
multiple tour buses to shuttle to 
and from the event for free, for 
those ticket holders that don’t 
want to drive.” 

—Glenn Wohltmann

 “When my wife Niosha asked 
her what she wanted for Christmas 
she firmly replied she had every-
thing she needed and her only 
need was for her children.”
 The dance friends continued to 
gather clothes, toys, books, CDs 
and gift cards, then decided to hold 
a party for the families, too. Jay 

donned a Santa suit to visit with the 
children and give them toys. Tables 
in the back of the room displayed 
stacks of clothing for the parents to 
choose what their family needed. 
 The week before the event, the 
Jamalis’ Pleasanton home was 
filled with piles of donations col-
lected by the women.
 “We were able to give out $2,000 
in gift cards,” Niosha said as she 
tended to guests at the party.

 A single mom from Livermore 
was also a guest, along with her 
sons. The group had heard about 
her and invited the three to share 
in the fun and the gifts.
 She shared her tale of financial 
woe, saying she hopes it will be tem-
porary but meanwhile how won-
derful that these folks had stepped 
up to give others a Christmas.
 “What would the world do with-
out people like that?” she asked. 

RAVE
Continued from Page 5

CHRISTMAS
Continued from Page 5
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COCO HO
PRO SURFER

GATORADE, G DESIGN, G SERIES, GATORADE PRIME, GATORADE RECOVER and G SERIES FIT are trademarks of Stokely-Van Camp, Inc. © 2011 S-VC, Inc.

LIMIT ONE (1) FREE PRODUCT PER CUSTOMER.
OFFER VALID WHILE SUPPLIES LAST.

DECEMBER 23, 2011  11:30AM-6PM PST   6790 BERNAL AVE, PLEASANTON, CA 94566    PHONE: 925-846-8644

GET A FREE G SERIES FIT® GATORADE PRIME®

OR G SERIES FIT® GATORADE RECOVER®

WHERE: SAFEWAY STORE 
6970 BERNAL AVE IN PLEASANTON
AT THE NEW ACTIVE ZONE
WHEN: DECEMBER 23, 2011
FROM 11:30AM-6PM PST

PROTEIN RESTORATIVE SMOOTHIE
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1225 Hopyard Road
Pleasanton, CA 94566

925.846.6363 
www.trinitypleasanton.org

Join us every Sunday for Traditional Service at 8:30am 
and Family Worship and Sunday School at 10:00am

Christmas Eve Service 2011
4:30pm Family Worship: A special service that celebrates

our Savior's birth as seen through the eyes of a child
8:00 & 10:00pm Festival Worship: Candle lighting

will highlight these Communion Services

"At Trinity Lutheran Church, we encourage 
people to serve each other and experience

God's Love. All are welcome."

Quiet Christmas, Dec. 22, 7:30 pm
A “Quiet Christmas” is for those who want to listen, 
pray, and hear God’s words of comfort.  Allow the 
beauty of the season, with recorder, piano, and  
candlelight, to heal your wounds and fill your soul.

Christmas Eve, Dec. 24
Family Service: 5:00 pm
Candlelight Services: 7:30, 9:00, 11:30 pm

Christmas Day
Carol Singing: 10:30 am

Lynnewood
United Methodist Church

4444 Black Ave., Pleasanton

December 21     Blue Christmas, 7 p.m.

December 24     Holy Eucharist with Children's 
Christmas pageant, 5 p.m.

 Instrumental Prelude – the Amador HS  

Brass Quintet, Flute & Organ, 8:30 p.m.

 Choral Eucharist with Brass Quintet 

and Timpani, 9 p.m.

December 25     Choral Eucharist, 11 a.m.

January 1        Christmas Lessons and Carols  

with Holy Eucharist single service at 10:15

Shop all you want, but you 
won't find the perfect 

Christmas gift in any store

St. Clare's Episcopal Church
3350 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton

The best Christmas gift didn't come 
from a store. It came from God. 

Join us as we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.

COME AND WORSHIP 
GOD’S GIFT TO 
THE WORLD

Pleasanton’s Dynamic Church

Sunday Christmas Service 10:00am

6644 Owens Dr., Pleasanton

(925) 416-7770

www.faithcommunityworship.com

WORSHIP WITH US

BY GLENN WOHLTMANN
 In a 3-2 vote, Joan Laursen was 
elected president of the Pleasanton 
school board last week.
 She had the support of fellow 
board members Chris Grant and 
Jeff Bowser, with trustee Valerie 
Arkin voting for Jamie Hintzke, 
who also voted for herself.
 Arkin, who has been the board’s 
president for the last 12 months, 
nominated Hintzke to succeed her.
 Bowser was elected clerk of the 
board, a position that normally 
leads to being chosen president the 
following year. Hintzke has been 
clerk for the last year with her term 
ending at the board’s annual reor-
ganization meeting Tuesday.

 “It was pretty uncomfortable, but 
we got through,” Laursen said.
 Bowser said his reason for back-
ing Laursen was to avoid having 
Hintzke serve 
as president 
while she runs 
for another term 
on the board in 
next November’s 
municipal and 
school board 
elections if she 
chooses to seek 
to run again. 
There are no term limits for those 
serving on the school board.
 Hintzke has not held the presi-
dency since she was elected be-

cause Grant opted to serve two 
consecutive terms as president, 
which he was eligible to do. He 
was reelected president for two 
terms, also in a 3-2 vote by board 
members.
 “I’m really unhappy that I did 
not get the chance to be board 
president during my four-year 
term,” Hintzke said. 
 Laursen said she had a lot of 
people encourage her to be named 
president for the coming year.
 “We really have a lot of criti-
cal work to do this year,” she 
said. “The board president has the 
chance to set the tone for the year. 
That’s something I really think I can 
do.” 

 The Foothill High School teacher 
arrested on drug charges in Octo-
ber was caught smoking oxymor-
phone, a narcotic, in her car, court 
records show.
 Stephanie Deffner, 32, was ar-
rested at about 3:40 p.m. Oct. 
26 — not long after school let 
out — during a police stakeout 
of the Springtown Motel in Liv-
ermore. The stakeout was for 

another woman allegedly selling 
drugs out of a motel room; that 
woman joined Deffner in Def-
fner’s car where the two were 
observed heating aluminum foil 
to smoke the drug, according to 
court records.
 In a search, Deffner was found 
to be in possession of oxymor-
phone and a single methadone 
pill.

 Deffner remains free on bond 
pending a court appearance Jan. 5. 
The prosecutor in the case noted 
that she is eligible for a drug di-
version sentence, which could ex-
punge her record.
 It has been reported that the 
Pleasanton school board dis-
missed Deffner at its last meeting, 
Dec. 13. 

—Glenn Wohltmann

Laursen elected PUSD president in 3-2 vote
Vote was ‘pretty uncomfortable,’ Laursen says as Hintzke loses out

Foothill teacher was busted in drug sale stakeout
Two women caught smoking narcotics in car

Joan Laursen

part of the canine search as well.
 “Our campus has to be drug 
free, and that includes the adults,” 
Johnson said.
 Amador was the last of the dis-
trict’s three high schools to have 
an informational meeting with par-
ents. That came the day after a 
major drug bust on school grounds, 
when three males, one 16 and two 
17, were arrested on charges of 
possession of drugs for sale.
 Lt. Jeff Bretzing said Hobizal 
received information about a stu-
dent selling drugs.
 “He investigated and contacted 
the student and ended up arrest-
ing three separate students, all for 
drug possession for sale charges 
on campus,” Bretzing said. “They 
were arrested while on campus.”
 The drugs included 50 doses 
of LSD, 1.6 grams of ecstasy, five 
ounces of mushrooms and just 
under an ounce of marijuana, 
Bretzing said. In addition, he said 
one of the three had a folding 
knife in his pocket.
 “Two were released to their par-
ents, one was booked at Juvenile 
Hall,” Bretzing said.
 “Three arrests on campus on 
the same day is not normal,” he 
added. “We are working hard to 
try to create a drug-free campus, 
which is one reason we have a 
school resource officer. We know 
there are drugs on campus and 
we are working with school ad-
ministrators.”

 “An anonymous tip led to the 
arrest,” Principal Jim Hansen said. 
“This particular person set up an 
anonymous email account.”
 In addition, a teacher from Foot-
hill High School was arrested Oct. 
26 on drug charges (see story at 
right). 
 The dogs will be able to smell 
18 illegal substances, including 
cocaine, marijuana and opiates, 
including Oxycontin and heroin.
 While most of those at the 
Amador meeting seemed in favor 
of the idea, one, the husband 
of school board member Jamie 
Hintzke brought up concerns, 
although Hintzke said she didn’t 
necessarily agree.
 “I just see this thing as fraught 
with potential problems,” said Jeff 
Hintzke. “I envision kids with en-
emies hiding pot in a gym locker 
or a car. Maybe it’s my joint that 
I was smoking in the car last 
night and my kid drove the car to 
school that day.”
 He also worried that others 
would know if a student’s car was 
searched, potentially damaging 
his or her reputation.
 Getting caught with drugs isn’t 
the end of a student’s high school 
career. A single possession bust 
would land her or him a five-day 
suspension, which would drop to 
three days if that student agrees to 
enter a drug diversion program. A 
second arrest would be a five-day 
suspension, with the recommen-
dation for expulsion, as would an 
arrest for a large quantity or if a 
weapon were found as well. 

DOGS
Continued from Page 5
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 William A. Hawkins, who has 
worked in the healthcare industry 
for that last 30 years, has been 
chosen to serve on the board of di-
rectors of Thoratec Corp., a Pleasan-
ton-based medical device company.
 Thoratec is a leader in device-
based mechanical circulatory sup-
port therapies to save, support and 
restore failing hearts.
 “Bill brings tremendous skills, 
leadership and experience to the 
Thoratec team, and we are de-
lighted to add him to our board 
of directors,” said Neil F. Dimick, 
chairman of Thoratec’s board of 
directors.
 Gary F. Burbach, the company’s 
president and CEO, added: “Bill has 
been a leader in the healthcare in-
dustry for over three decades. We are 
confident that his industry knowl-
edge, strategic insight and depth of 
experience, spanning from technol-
ogy innovation to market develop-
ment to broader healthcare policy, 
will be of great value to Thoratec.”
 Hawkins currently serves as 
president and chief executive of-
ficer of Immucor, Inc. and as a 
senior advisor to TPG Capital. Pre-
viously, he held a number of senior 
executive positions at Medtronic, 
Inc., including the role of chair-

man and chief executive officer. 
Earlier, he was the CEO of Novoste 
Corporation and held leadership 
positions at American Home Prod-
ucts, Eli Lilly, Johnson & Johnson 
and Guidant. Additionally, he has 
served on a number of corporate 
and nonprofit boards of directors.
 “I am excited to join the Thor-
atec board,” Hawkins said. “Thor-
atec has a rich history of innovation 
and leadership in the mechanical 

circulatory support industry, and 
I look forward to participating in 
the company’s mission of driving 
greater adoption of its therapies in 
order to deliver meaningful ben-
efits to patients worldwide.”
 Hawkins’ appointment will be 
effective as of Jan. 1, bringing the 
number of the company’s directors 
to nine. For more information, visit 
the company’s web site at www.
thoratec.com.  

 Small businesses are considered 
the backbone of the American 
economy and with national leaders 
saying the economic revival begins 
with small firms, a well-executed 
business strategy has never been 
more important.
 This according to Richard B. San-
ford, an entrepreneur and business 
coach who has launched 11 suc-
cessful smaller companies himself.
 In past recessions, independent 
smaller businesses helped fuel eco-
nomic recoveries, Sanford said. 
But tightened credit, government 
regulatory impediments and a lack 
of federal support for community 
banks — the principal source of 
capital and financial support for 
small business — has many mod-
ern day entrepreneurs fearful of 
what the future may hold.
 Proper planning and a well-ex-
ecuted business strategy, though, 
can clear the way for a smaller 
enterprise to expand and take rea-
sonable risks that will lead to an 
improved bottom line, and which 
usually requires an increase in its 
work force, Sanford said.
 Most people are not aware that 
the American small business suc-

cess rate of 20% is, and has been, 
unchanged, decade after decade, 
according to the U.S. Small Busi-
ness Administration. The challenge 
facing American entrepreneurs is to 
increase this success rate.
 Sanford, also author of a strategy 
guide for smaller businesses called 
Success By Design, believes that 
the heart and soul of any small 
business is its strategic plan, and a 
formal strategic plan increases an 
entrepreneur’s odds for success.
 “The plan is the framework and 
foundation that outlines how to 
think, how to plan and how to take 
action to succeed,” Sanford said. 
“The American small business sector 
creates more than 70% of all new 
jobs annually. Small business is the 
job-creating engine that expands 
employment and creates the major-
ity of all new jobs in our country.”
 Sanford believes that every small 
business failure is a direct result of 
insufficient planning, but it doesn’t 
have to be that way. His strategy 
tips for small businesses and entre-
preneurs include:
■ You must have a strategy. An en-
trepreneur’s dreams for a successful 
business venture require strategic 

planning to turn them into reality. 
If you don’t have a strategic plan, 
create one before you make another 
mission-critical decision.
■ You become what you think about 
all day long. If you can visualize suc-
cess, chances are you’ll achieve it. If 
all you do is fret about failure, it can 
become the self-fulfilling prophecy. 
Think success and encourage your 
team to do the same.
■ There may be situations out of 
the control of the owner, but cus-
tomer service isn’t one of them. 
Every business controls how they 
serve their customers. The ones 
who can’t get a handle on that sim-
ple fact will fail, plain and simple.
 “The irony of small business is 
that, as a business sector, it should 
be considered ‘too big to fail,’” San-
ford added. “The problem is that 
small business does not have the 
luxury of a government bailout. It 
needs to heal itself from the inside, 
using only available resources and 
the wits in their leaders’ heads. 
With all things being equal in the 
marketplace, no matter the eco-
nomic conditions, strategic plan-
ning makes the difference between 
success and failure every time.”  

Thoratec names healthcare  
veteran to its board 

  William A. Hawkins will raise board’s total to 9 directors

Analyst says recovery hinges  
on small businesses

 Too many modern day entrepreneurs fearful of what future may hold

Business News Edited by Jeb Bing

JEB BING

Thoratec Corp. headquarters is at 6035 Stoneridge Drive. The company is a 
leader in the development of advanced therapy options for treatment of heart 
failure applications.

925-417-1635 
5410 Sunol Blvd. #4, Pleasanton

Walk Ins Welcome  M-F 9:30am-6:30pm • Sat 9:30pm-6pm • Sun 9:30am-5:30pm
Haircuts - Facials - Waxing - Highlights - Perms and more

Kid’s Haircut 
Special $999

With coupon only. 
Not valid with other offers. 

Expires 12.31.11

$500 OFF 
Color Highlight

With coupon only. 
Not valid with other offers. 

Expires 12.31.11

Men’s Haircut 
Special $999

With coupon only. 
Not valid with other offers. 

Expires 12.31.11

Women’s Haircut 
Special $1599

*Long hair extra

With coupon only. 
Not valid with other offers. 

Expires 12.31.11

CLOCK REPAIR
Free Estimates
Free Pick-up & Delivery in Tri-Valley

Timely Service

Byfield’s Clock Shop Call (925) 736-9165



Page 10 December 23, 2011 Pleasanton Weekly

Caring people

Dear Editor,
 I don’t live in your town but I 
visit it fairly often. I was there on 
Nov. 6 to meet a friend for lunch 
and shopping when I tripped on 
a curb and fell, cutting my face. A 
lovely couple witnessed this and 
went out of their way to help me. 
They were so kind, as was the 
waitress at Strizzi’s who made me 

an icepack. It is my favorite place 
for meals in your town.
 After a trip to ValleyCare ER 
and having the good fortune 
to be stitched up by Dr. Steven 
Williams, an excellent plastic 
surgeon, I am healing very well. 
I just wanted to say thank you 
to all of these caring people. I 
am very fond of your town, now 
more than ever.

Carol Procter, Moraga

LETTERS

Opinion

 Thousands of troops are heading home from Iraq and many serving in 
Afghanistan are being furloughed in time to celebrate the holidays with 
their families. We join with the community organizations that have the 
welcome mats out and homecoming celebrations taking place throughout 
Pleasanton, the Tri-Valley and the East Bay.
 For some of those back for Christmas, there will be continued service 
ahead and future deployments. Even with the long and unpopular war in 
Iraq now over, troop buildups are continuing in Afghanistan, with draw 
downs not expected there for another two years.
 Operation Welcome Home, as the local celebrations are called, has 
been under way since the first soldiers started coming home last week. 
Wednesday night, the group welcomed home Lance Cpt. Tyler Heathorn 
when he returned from Afghanistan to his parents’ home in Danville. He 
graduated from Del Amigo High School in June 2009 and left for Ma-
rine Corps boot camp 10 months later. After mine sweeping and bomb 
demolition training, he was deployed to Afghanistan last May 5.
 Celebrations have been held for Army Sgt. Jeremie Wickman, who’s 
home in Martinez after serving in Iraq in 2003 and most recently in Af-
ghanistan. Last Saturday, a crowd turned out at Veterans Memorial Build-
ing in Brentwood to welcome home Army Pfc. Sullivan Martin of Oakley, 
who is back for a short break from service in Afghanistan.
 On Monday, there was another homecoming party for Staff Sgt. Roger 
Estrada at the National Guard Armory in Walnut Creek. Estrada, 31, 
joined the Marines after graduating from Galileo High School in San 
Francisco and has had three deployments to Afghanistan and Iraq. He 
took time off from the military to work for the Contra Costa Sheriff’s 
department and later the Pittsburg Police Department, joining the Army 
National Guard and being deployed again.
 At 6 p.m. tonight, Operation Welcome Home will salute Marine Lance 
Cpl. Michael Arbour of Concord for his service in Iraq. A 2007 Clayton 
Valley High School graduate, he patrolled the Iraq-Syrian border for seven 
months. He returns with special commendations for Water Survival train-
ing and service in the War on Terror, Iraqi campaign, National Defense 
and the Global War on Terrorism.
 Next Wednesday, the Pleasanton Military Families Support Group 
and Operation Welcome Home will join in a homecoming celebration 
for Army 1st Lt. Thomas Murphy, who’s also back from Afghanistan. 
Thomas graduated from Foothill High School in 2004, then went on to 
earn his bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering in 2008 at UC Berkeley, 
where he also earned his officer’s bars through the school’s R.O.T.C. 
program. Joining the California National Guard, he was deployed to 
Afghanistan where he served as commanding officer for the 649th 
Engineer Company.
 His mother Jenny Murphy manages the Merry Maids’ Pleasanton office 
in the Raley’s/Oak Hill shopping center and is inviting all of us to the 
welcome home party at the family home at 498 Los Rios Court. Lt. Mur-
phy is due to arrive shortly after 6:15 p.m. These reunions are, as you’d 
expect, tearful and joyous. By turning out to thank Lt. Murphy, we’ll also 
be showing our appreciation for the more than 200 men and women from 
Pleasanton who have served in Iraq, and now a growing number who are 
being sent to Afghanistan. Their names continue to show on the banners 
posted on Main Street in their honor. 

Celebrating their service in Iraq, 
Afghanistan
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Great Gardens Begin Here!
2756 Vineyard Ave.

Pleasanton, CA 94566
www.WesternGardenNursery.com

925-462-1760

Follow us on facebook.com/wgnursery

20% off* 
Plus save an additional 20% off your entire purchase 

with coupon. Including sale priced items!
Valid Dec. 26th - Dec. 31st.

January is pruning month 
at Western Garden Nursery

Freshen up on your pruning skills by attending 
one of our free pruning classes in January.  
Care, feeding and pest control will also be covered.

All Classes are free. 
Saturday classes start at 10 am. 

Sunday classes start at 1 pm. 
Door prizes and special discounts. 

Bring a friend!

January 7 & 8 Fruit tree pruning
January 14 &15 Roses

January 28 & 29 Japanese Maples
Honey tasting after each class.

Holiday hours:
Christmas eve, Dec. 24th, 9:00-3:00

Christmas day, Dec. 25th, closed
Dec.26-Dec.31, 10:00-3:00 January 1, Closed

50% off*all Christmas ornaments and decorations. 
*Discount off regular priced items. All Christmas sales are final.

Since     1966

Jay Alan Jewelers
739 Main Street, Suite J, Pleasanton

PARKING IN REAR

(925) 462-5200

Top Quality 14K-18K Gold & Platinum Jewelry

Many one-of-a-kind designer pieces

Antiquities & Fine Art Objects

SPECIAL SALE
Diamond Stud Earrings

1/2ct to 3/4ct T/W
$499.00

www.DrSpuller.com
925.484.2558

Spinal Health Chiropractic
2340 Santa Rita Road, Suite 3 

Pleasanton, CA 94566

Dr. Ryan Spuller, DC, CCSP is a Certified Chiropractic  
Sports Practitioner serving the Tri-Valley area.

Sports Injuries
Neck Pain
Back Pain

Headaches

Auto Accidents
Tennis/Golf Elbow

Joint Pain
Running Injuries

$39 New Patient Special
Consult, Exam and X-rays (if necessary)  

and First Treatment
(Just mention ad. Offer expires 12/31/2011.)

Now offering Non-Surgical Spinal Decompression and Massage Therapy!

What’s your opinion?
Write a Letter to the Editor at Editor@PleasantonWeekly.com or put your 
opinion on Town Square at www.PleasantonWeekly.com. Letters must be 
250 words or less.
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POLICE REPORT

The Pleasanton Police Department 
made the following information avail-
able. Under the law, those charged 
with offenses are considered innocent 
until convicted.

Dec. 14
Theft

■ 11:23 a.m. in the 6600 block of 
Owens Drive; grand theft

■ 7:41 pm. in the 1500 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft

■ 8:27 p.m. in the 600 block of Del Sol 
Avenue; petty theft

Assault with a deadly weapon

■ 10:55 p.m. at the intersection of 
Hopyard Road and Inglewood Drive

Burglary

■ 9:58 p.m. in the 4600 block of 
Chabot Drive

Auto burglary

■ 6:46 a.m. in the 4400 block of Sutter 
Gate Avenue

■ 8:09 a.m. in the 2400 block of 
Skylark Way

Auto break-in

■ 7 a.m. in the 4100 block of 
Morganfield Court

Drug/alcohol violations

■ 1:53 a.m. in the 6400 block of Owens 
Drive; public drunkenness

■ 6:02 a.m. in the 4300 block of 
Hacienda Drive; marijuana possession

Dec. 15
Theft

■ 9:52 a.m. in the 5000 block of 
Hopyard Road; petty theft

■ 11:57 a.m. in the 2700 block of 
Laramie Gate Circle; petty theft

■ 2:52 p.m. in the 1000 block of 
Harvest Circle; grand theft

■ 3:09 p.m. in the 6700 block of Bernal 
Avenue; petty theft

■ 4:57 p.m. in the 7500 block of 
Stonedale Drive; identity theft

Burglary

■ 4:49 p.m. in the 4500 block of 
Rosewood Dr; burglary, auto burglary

Auto burglary

■ 8:09 p.m. in the 300 block of Main St

Vandalism

■ 1:08 a.m. in the 400 block of Division 
Street

■ 1:03 p.m. in the 900 block of 

Sycamore Road

■ 1:05 p.m. in the 300 block of Happy 
Valley Road

■ 1:39 p.m. in the 4400 block of 
Willow Road

Dec. 16
Theft

■ 8:42 a.m. in the 1300 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft

■ 9:48 a.m. at the Pleasanton BART 
station; petty theft

■ 9:55 a.m. in the 5900 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft

■ 4:17 p.m. in the 4700 block of 
Hopyard Road; forgery

■ 8:07 p.m. in the200 block of 
Kottinger Road; identity theft

Bomb threat

■ 8:26 p.m. in the 4500 block of 
Rosewood Drive

Vandalism

■ 10:15 a.m. in the 700 block of Bonita 
Avenue

Drug/alcohol violations

■ 12:47 a.m. at the intersection of 
Foothill Road and Bernal Avenue; DUI

■ 1:46 a.m. at the intersection of Sutter 
Gate Avenue and Santa Rita Road; 
public drunkenness

■ 2:46 p.m. in the 5600 block of Owens 
Drive; marijuana possession

■ 11:33 p.m. at the intersection of 
Hopyard Road and W. Las Positas 
Boulevard; DUI

■ 11:49 p.m. at the intersection of First 
Street and Spring Street; DUI

Dec. 17
Theft

■ 11:31 a.m. in the first block of Tehan 
Canyon Road; petty theft

■ 4:28 p.m. in the 5500 block of 
Springdale Avenue; auto theft

Vandalism

■ 5:05 p.m. in the 1000 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

Public drunkenness

■ 9:49 p.m. in the 100 block of Neal St

Dec. 18
Robbery

■ 6:21 p.m. in the 3100 block of Santa 
Rita Road

Alcohol violations

■ 12:30 a.m. in the 200 block of 

Kottinger Dr; underage drinking on 
private property, public drunkenness, 
battery

Dec. 19
Theft

■ 4:05 p.m. in the 1000 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; theft

■ 7:45 p.m. in the 1500 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft

Burglary

■ 4:05 p.m. in the 3400 block of 
Boulder Street

Weapons possession

■ 8:26 p.m. in the 3800 block of 
Vineyard Avenue

Drug/alcohol violations

■ 3:28 p.m. in the 4500 block of 
Rosewood Dr; public intoxication, 
drugs

■ 10:55 p.m. at the intersection of 
Hopyard Road and Valley Trails Drive; 
public drunkenness

Two suspects injured in I-580 crash 
after chase from Stoneridge mall

 Two auto burglary suspects sustained minor injuries 
after a car chase that led from the Stoneridge Shopping 
Center onto I-580 Monday afternoon. Speeds hit 100 
mph before the suspects’ car crashed into the concrete 
center median near Castro Valley.
 Rafael Gamez, 22, of Oakland and Jose Ramos, 22, 
of Hayward were injured when the car Gamez was 
driving flipped and came to rest on its roof, ending 
the chase. The two were taken to Eden Medical Center 
in Castro Valley with non-life-threatening injuries, ac-
cording to a police report. 
 The incident began at about 1:50 p.m. when police 

looking into an auto burglary at the mall parking lot 
heard from a witness who described a vehicle and two 
occupants possibly involved. Within 10 minutes, a 
second officer located the vehicle, a 1987 light green 
Buick LeSabre, occupied by two Hispanic males, in the 
west mall parking lot.
 The officer tried to stop the vehicle and ordered the 
driver to turn off his ignition. The driver refused and 
fled the mall onto northbound Foothill Road; the of-
ficer gave chase and was joined by a second officer as 
the men headed westbound on I-580.
 Gamez was booked for possession of burglary tools 
and evading a police officer, as well as a felony war-
rant for possession of stolen property and vehicle 
theft. Ramos was charged with possession of burglary 
tools. The Police Department is working to identify 
property in the suspects’ vehicle that may have been 
stolen in previous burglaries, as well as investigating 
their involvement in Monday’s auto burglary.

POLICE BULLETIN

The winter months are typically a challenging time 
for blood collection due to busy holiday schedules 
and inclement weather.

But the need for blood is constant.

The American Red Cross invites you to visit 
its Pleasanton Blood Donation Center. In 
addition to collecting whole blood, the 
center has recently expanded to collect 
double red cells and platelets—making it 
a convenient destination for local blood 
donors of all types.

Every two seconds, someone needs blood. You can do your 
part to help save a life by donating blood at your local Red Cross. Please 
call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit redcrossblood.org.

Pleasanton Blood Donation Center 
5556-B Springdale Avenue - Near the Stoneridge Mall

Donate Whole Blood or Double Red Cells 
Monday, Friday and Saturday from 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Tuesday through Thursday from 11:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Donate Platelets 
Friday - Monday from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m.

 

Pleasanton Affordable Housing Opportunity 
The Tri-Valley Housing Opportunity Center (TVHOC) is now accepting 
applications from interested households for two homeownership 
opportunities offered through the Pleasanton Homeownership Assistance 
Program. Current properties include a 2BR townhome offered at $239,970 
and a 3BR duet home offered at $278,350.  Buyers must enter into a 
resale restriction agreement with the City which establishes residency and 
other requirements and restricts the price and process for future resale. 

Application packets may be obtained at the TVHOC offices, 141 N. 
Livermore Avenue, Livermore, CA (tel. 925-373-3130) or online at 
www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/community/housing (City of Pleasanton web site).  
All applications must be received at the TVHOC offices, 141 No. Livermore 
Ave., Livermore, CA, by no later than Thursday, December 29, 2011, 
5:00pm.  Applications received after this date and time will be filed and 
processed as needed to identify an eligible homebuyer.  Faxed or emailed 
applications will not be accepted. 

Please email your questions to info@tvhoc.org  

 

FIRST TIME 
HOME  

BUYERS   

Household Size Income Limit 
2 $59,050 
3 $66,450 
4 $73,850 
5 $79,750 

Note: A minimum income is also required based on down payment and debt-to-income ratios. 

MAXIMUM ANNUAL HOUSEHOLD INCOME 

COMMUNITY PULSE ● TRANSITIONS

Kane Douglas Marshall 
Kane Douglas Marshall was born 

Nov. 25, weighing 6 pounds 3 

ounces, to parents David and 

Arica Marshall of Pismo Beach 

and grandparents Doug and Raeia 

Marshall of Pleasanton.

BIRTHS
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Vitali Potapov
Retired engineer/crossing guard

I grew up in Russia, and we didn’t 
have the religious freedom to go 

to church or celebrate Christmas. I 
knew about Christmas, of course, 
but we weren’t allowed to observe 

the holiday on Dec. 25. Instead, we 
would have a big celebration for the 
New Year, with a tree, gifts and all 
of the things that are traditionally 

done on Christmas. 
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Cragen Retherford
Future police officer

I have so many wonderful holiday 
memories like cutting down a Christm

tree and then decorating it as a family, 
now that I’m married with a son, I get

follow my wife’s family’s traditions as w
One of my favorite things that they do
Christmas Eve is to read the story of Je

birth and then do a living Nativity o
sorts. All of the grandchildren have a p

last year my son was baby Jesus. Sinc
there are two new babies in the fam

now, he’ll probably be a sheep or 
something this year. 

Merv Cornelsen
Retired

In general, Christmas is a special time of 
year. It seems like everyone is on their best 
behavior, and it’s just wonderful to come 

together. We forget about our grievances and 
simply enjoy each other. Now that I have 
nine grandchildren and a great-grandson, 
I’ve discovered that one of the benefits of 

getting old is that some things just get better. 
As a friend used to say, as long as you are 
on the right side of the grass, everything is 

pretty good. I am a woodcarver with the Tri-
Valley Carvers, and last year my carved 

Santas were on display at the 
Firehouse Arts Center, so 

that was really neat. 

Jenny O’Neill
Student

My grandparents used to live 
in a big, old-fashioned house 
that was decorated beautifully 
with a huge tree. My brothers 
and sisters and I would wake 
up really early, walk down the 
stairs, and get our stockings 

first. We’d take them up to our 
rooms and play with the little 
toys and eat the candy until 7, 

and then we would go back 
downstairs to open the rest of 

the gifts with my whole 
family and eat cinnamon 

rolls. It was magical. 

Barrie Shaffer
Account executive

Though I was raised in a Jewish home, my parents 
wanted us to experience Santa. We had a Hanukkah 

bush instead of a Christmas tree, and he’d leave presents 
next to it. Now that I am in an interfaith marriage, we 

celebrate both Christmas and Hanukkah and have many 
traditions that I cherish. We use my mother’s latke plate 
every year, and during Hanukkah, the kids select their 
nightly present by reaching into a big bag that holds all 
eight nights of gifts. I also give my children ornaments 

that represent their hobbies at the time, and my
 husband, who is a police officer, gets a

 police ornament every year. 

Memories show this is a
Compiled by

Some favorite ho
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mas 
and 
t to 

well. 
o on 
esus’ 
of 
part; 
ce 

mily 

Keville Parker
Retired 

At the end of the World War 
II, metal was very scarce, 
and I wanted a bicycle so 

very badly. I did get one; it 
was a blue-and-white used 
bicycle, but it didn’t matter 
in the least. Its name was 

Lightning, and I had it from 
the time I was 7 years old 

until I graduated from high 
school. When I left home, 

I left the bike behind, 
but Lightning was my 

buddy. 

Jennifer Amiel
Museum educator

As a child, we would have a big Hanukkah party, and 
my mother invited every friend in the book whether 
they celebrated Hanukkah or not. Potato latkes were 
always on the menu, and we would set up griddles 
outside and all of the girls would take turns cooking 
them. Now that I have children, I’ve discovered one 
of the benefits of eight nights of gifts is that it takes 

the pressure off. If they open a gift and say they were 
hoping for something else, I can run out and get 

that gift for the next night. And we discovered last 
Hanukkah that my husband is an excellent 

sufganiyot baker; I’m hoping he will 
make them again this year.

Audrey Juarez
Age 5

We like to celebrate. We 
go to houses and look at 
the lights. Santa brought 

me a camera last year and 
it’s my favorite. I want a 

Barbie RV this year. When 
we’re waiting for Santa we 
have a special plate and it 
says, “Cookies for Santa,” 
and we’re going to leave 
chocolate cookies and 

carrots for the reindeer. 

Neil Sweeney
Retired school administrator

I remember when I was 10 years old in 1936, 
and my biggest wish was to get a bicycle. 
I knew my parents weren’t able to do that, 
but my big brother, Tim, surprised me with 
a bike under our Christmas tree. He was 10 
years older and was working as a newspaper 
deliveryman, and saved his earnings to make 
my wish come true. It was wonderful. I rode 
that bike all over San Francisco where I grew 

up, including taking it on a trip across 
the Golden Gate Bridge.

Shane Wanlass
Pizza maker/dad’s assistant

During the holidays, my whole 
family goes to Apple Hill to cut 

down our Christmas tree. After we 
find the perfect tree, we always eat 
lunch in the same little restaurant 

nearby. I love piling in the car, 
listening to Christmas music and 
spending time together. It’s always 

a really special day.

a special time of year
y Kerry Nally

oliday memories
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AMERICAN

Eddie Papa’s American 
Hangout

4889 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
469-6266. Winner of The 
Pleasanton Weekly’s Reader 
Choice Awards for “Best American 
Food Restaurant” and “Best 
Meal under $20,” Eddie Papa’s 
American Hangout celebrates 
the regional food and beverage 
cultures of America. Bring the 
whole family to enjoy iconic dishes 
from across the United States, 
Old World Hospitality, and hand 
crafted artisan cocktails. 
www.eddiepapas.com.

BARBECUE

Red Smoke Grill

4501 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
734-0307. Home of the Tri Tip 
and Blue, Red Smoke Grill was 
Voted Reader’s Choice Best 
2006, 2007, 2008, 2010 and 
2011. Dine in or take out rotisserie 
chicken, ribs, prawns, salads and 
tri tip, or pulled pork sandwiches. 
Relax with a beer or a bottle of 
wine. Visit www.redsmokegrill.
com. 

BREWPUB/ALEHOUSE

The Hop Yard American 
Alehouse and Grill 

3015H Hopyard Road, 
Pleasanton, 426-9600. 
Voted Best Watering Hole in 
Pleasanton, The Hop Yard offers 
30 craft beers on tap as well as 
great food. The full-service menu 
includes appetizers, salads and 
grilled fare that will bring you 
back time and again. Banquet 
facilities available. On the web 
at www.hopyard.com.

470 Market Place, San Ramon, 
277-9600. Featuring a giant 
8-foot projection screen for 
major sporting events, they also 
feature 30 beers on tap and a 
great grill. Go in for the beer, 
go back for the food. More at 
www.hopyard.com.

ON THE 
TOWN

To have your restaurant 

listed in this dining 

directory, please call 

the Pleasanton Weekly 

Advertising Department 

at (925) 600-0840

Independence is all about choice. In how you 
grow your mind…In how you relax your 

body…In how you nurture your spirit. The 
Parkview is all about choice. Because you’re old 
enough to do whatever you choose.

The Parkview features apartments with 
kitchenettes and an array of  amenities. Separate 
memory care accommodations are on-site.

Call today for more information  
or to schedule a tour.

WHEN LIVING ALONE
BECAME TOO DIFFICULT,
I KNEW I NEEDED A
CHANGE. AS MUCH AS I
LOVE MY CHILDREN, 
MOVING IN WITH THEM 
SIMPLY WASN’T AN 
OPTION FOR ME. I LIKE 
THE PRIVACY OF MY OWN 
APARTMENT. I’VE BEEN 
INDEPENDENT ALL MY 
LIFE, AND I PLAN
TO STAY THAT WAY.

100 VALLEY AVENUE (FORMERLY JUNIPERO ST.) 
PLEASANTON

925-461-3042
WWW.ESKATON.ORG   MANAGED BY ESKATONLicense #015601283

THE INDEPENDENCE YOU WANT, THE ASSISTANCE YOU NEED.

CALL US FOR YOUR RESERVATIONS
425-0099

www.FornoVecchio.com

2009

Early Dinner Special
(Served from 4-6 daily)

Any Large Two-Topping Pizza and a Pitcher of Soda for only $25.00 (plus Tax)

(Additional Toppings Available)

Dine-In Only

2010

Classes
FRUIT TREE PRUNING Learn the best 
pruning techniques to maximize 
your fruit harvest. Care, feed-
ing and pest control will also be 
covered. The free class is from 
10-11:30 a.m., Saturday, Jan. 7, 
and at 1 p.m., Sunday, Jan. 8, at 
Western Garden Nursery, 2756 
Vineyard Ave. No registration is 
necessary. Call 462-1760 or visit 
www.WesternGardenNursery.com.

GO WILD, GO BIRDING! Come 
bird watching at the Alviso Adobe 
Community Park and learn some 
birding basics from 1-2 p.m., 
Sunday, Jan. 15, at the park, 3465 
Old Foothill Road. Make your own 
bird book and bird house and dis-
cover the fun sport of birding! Cost 
is $3 for residents; $5 for non-res-
idents. Pre-registration is required; 
call 931-3479.

SUDOKU Sudoku is everywhere. 
It’s in the newspapers, magazines, 
on-line, TV and cell phone games. 
Take a one time fun class to learn 
“how to” solve these brain teasers 
from 10-11 a.m., Wednesday, Jan. 
11, at the Dublin Senior Center, 
7600 Amador Valley Blvd. Get a 
free paperback Sudoku game book 
(while supplies last) after class. 
Cost is $1.25. Call 556-4511.

Concerts
‘EARLY ELVIS PRESLEY TRIBUTE’ 
Celebrate Elvis with Jim Anderson 
and the Rebels at their “Early 
Elvis Presley Tribute,” at 8 p.m., 
Saturday-Sunday, Jan. 7-8, at 

the Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave. Tickets are $25, $20 
and $15. Call 931-4848 or visit 
www.jimandersonmusic.net.

Events
CAL HOLIDAY BOWL VIEWING PARTY 
Tri-Valley Cal Alumni Group and 
East Bay Chapter of the Haas 
Alumni Network will host a view-
ing party to watch the Cal football 
team take on the Texas Longhorns 
at 5 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 28, at 
Handles Gastropub, 855 Main St. 
No host bar. Call 730-3862.

ED KINNEY LECTURE SERIES “An 
Evening with John Sutter” will kick 
off the 2012 Museum on Main Ed 
Kinney Lecture Series, at 7 p.m., 
Tuesday, Jan. 10, at the Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave. 
John Sutter was a California man 
both revered and ruined by the 
discovery of gold at his mill. The 
new “An Evening with...” series lets 
audiences come face to face with 
people who made history. Ticket 
prices are $10 for general admis-
sion, $5 for members and seniors, 
and $3 for students/teachers with 
ID. Call 462-2766.

PLEASANTONIANS 4 PEACE This group 
will host a Peaceful War Protest 
from 5-6 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 28 
(the group hosts one on the fourth 
Wednesday of every month), at the 
corners of First and Neal streets. Visit 
www.Pleasantonians4Peace.org.

Holiday
VHS HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS 
Be sure to come down to Valley 
Humane Society’s center until 
Dec. 30, to take home your new 
best friend before or after the 
holidays. The center is located at 
3670 Nevada Street and is offering 
reduced adoption prices (cats (1 
year and older) are $25; kittens (11 
months and younger) are $50; dogs 
(1 year and older) are $50; puppies 
(11 months and younger) are $75. 
Call 426-8656.

Kids & Teens
SCRABBLE TOURNAMENT Pleasanton 
Public Library will host a children’s 
winter vacation Scrabble tourna-
ment with check-in at 10 a.m., 
Tuesday, Jan. 3, at the library, 400 
Old Bernal Ave. Kids in grades 
3-8 will have the opportunity to 
match wits and words with their 
peers in a series of games. Winners 
with the highest overall scores in 
each age group will be awarded 
prizes donated by local merchants. 
Preregistration is required in one of 
two groups: grades 3-5 and grades 
6-8. There will be a maximum of 
24 players per group. Additional 
rounds will be played before and 
after a lunch break with the tourna-
ment concluding no later than 4:30 
p.m. Call 931-3400, ext. 8.

Spiritual
TRI-VALLEY CHANUKAH EVENTS 
The Chanukah season is under 
way, and the entire community is 
welcome to share this special sea-
son at a variety of events, includ-
ing menorah lighting, Chanukah 
gift sale, kids activities and more. 
Congregation Beth Emek is located 
at 3400 Nevada Court. Visit www.
bethemek.org or call 931-1055.

ON THE TOWN ● CALENDAR

30 BEERS ON TAP!

www.hopyard.com

PLEASANTON
(925) 426-9600
3015-H Hopyard Road

2011

8 Consecutive 
Years!

Gift cards make 
great stocking 

stuffers!
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TriValley Life
WHAT’S HAPPENING AROUND THE VALLEY — MUSIC, THEATER, ART, MOVIES AND MORE

PEOPLE AND LIFESTYLES
IN OUR COMMUNITY

He’s at shopping centers, musical performances and 
even neighborhood parties — it’s Santa Claus, that 
merry visitor from the North Pole who magically circles 
the globe on Christmas Eve night to bring presents to 

children. At Santa sightings, some children react with 
delight, others with worry, shock or fear. We asked 
readers to send in photos of children with Santa so 
we could share them with everyone to enjoy.

It’s Santa time
Children share hopes, dreams and smiles with St. Nicholas

Lizzie, a first-grader at Alisal Elemen-

tary and the daughter of John and Lisa 

Loundagin, visits Santa in front of the 

Museum on Main.

Taylor Potter, 10, visits with Santa at Disneyland in 
November. Taylor, the daughter of Lindsay and Craig 
Potter, attends Valley View Elementary school.

Daniel, 5, and Ryan, 8, the sons of Robin and Eric Cruz, 
found Santa and Mrs. Claus on the Niles Canyon Train 
of Lights. The Cruz family lives on Candy Cane Lane 
in Pleasanton, and the boys attend Alisal Elementary. 
Their family has celebrated the Christmas season by 
riding the Train of Lights each year since 2004.

Joe, 9, Carly Rose, 11, and Natalie, 16, Recupero 

found Santa at the annual party and Toys for Tots 

drive given by Marti and Lonni Keeth.

Avery Hilton enjoys a visit with Santa at Stoneridge 

Shopping Center while shopping in November. He was 

waving at her, and she pointed to him and she went 

right to him, reported her parents Zachary and Katie. 

Avery turned 1 on Dec. 17. Happy Birthday, Avery, and 

Merry Christmas!

Makenzie Glenn, 5, enjoys Santa at the Gingerbread 

Preschool annual cookie and Santa party. She is the 

daughter of Rob and Carrie Glenn of Pleasanton.

Kimmy Martin dresses the part for Christmas. She adds holiday cheer to the Martin household.

Peter Taggart, Olivia Grace Ritter, and Roger and Ryder Imbriani found Santa at Fashion Island in New-port Beach.

Ava Gutierrez, 3, is wary when meet-
ing Santa at Broadway Plaza in Walnut 
Creek, while Emma, 2, is downright un-
happy. They are the daughters of Amory 
and Marty Gutierrez.

TERRANCE TURNER

Tabitha, 6, and Taryn, 3, the daughters of Ty 

and Tami Turner meet Santa in 2007 at Gilroy 

Gardens. They live in Livermore, but grandpar-

ents Terrance (Papi) and Sylvia (Nana) live in 

Pleasanton, where Ty grew up and the girls stay 

while their parents work.

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
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BY JIM BRICE
 “Papa Grande,” “Mucho Bill” and 
14 others from Pleasanton North 
Rotary were greeted warmly by the 
orphans at El Oasis in Mexico ear-
lier this month when they arrived 
bearing gifts for a merry Christmas 
and a secure New Year.
 It was the seventh trip for the 
club, led by Don Routh of San 
Ramon and Bill Wheeler of Pleasan-
ton, which raised more than $6,000 
for food, building materials, clothes 
and Christmas gifts. The children 
refer to Routh, 59, as “Papa Grande” 
and Wheeler, 51, as “Mucho Bill.”
 Several hundred pounds of bulk 
food now fill the pantries of the on-
site group homes for the children 
and their support families. While 
there, Dec. 8-11, the Rotarians also 
helped lay a new tile floor in the 
living room of a currently vacant 
group house.
 Over the years, club members 
have financed construction of a 
school building, a solar-powered 
well, a computer laboratory, and a 
library at the site.
 The orphanage, which is in the 
Baja desert about 70 miles east 
of Ensenada, Mexico, is sponsored 
by the nonprofit International Chil-
dren’s Care, Vancouver, Wash., and 
is a refuge of last resort for aban-
doned Mexican children as young 
as 3. These children are not usu-
ally put up for adoption but are 
raised and educated in group family 
homes by the El Oasis staff through 
their teenage years, before attend-
ing an off-site religious boarding 
school for secondary education and 
college. The Seventh Day Adventist 
Church provides spiritual guidance.
 During ceremonies at the mission 
church Friday night, Rotarian Tina 
Case of Livermore gave each child 
a colorful, hand-sewn scarf. Bags 
of shoes, school uniforms, casual 
clothing, soccer balls and toys await 
wrapping and distribution to the 
children on Christmas Eve night.
 “It was an experience not soon to 
be forgotten,” said Kevin Greenlee. 
“Our hearts and prayers go out to the 
children and amazing leaders who 
have molded those young souls into 
the sweetest group of well-behaved 
children you could ever meet.”
 It was a return trip for many 
of the club members, including 

Jim Brice, Mike Gallarado, Au-
drey Glafkides and her daughter 
Elise Pritchard, Kevin and Yvonne 
Greenlee and their daughters Sasha 
and Mira, club president Ronda 
Henstorf and Jerry Pentin, as well 
as those mentioned above. Case 
brought along a young companion, 
Briyana Oellrich.
 The children entertained the 
group with choral singing, an origi-
nal skit in the style of Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin spoken in Spanish, many 
hugs, smiles and laughter that 
night and again on Saturday — the 
Sabbath day for children.
 Yo-yos and hand-operated bub-
ble makers were distributed out-
side the church on a sunny morn-
ing after services. The older boys 
and girls got to skirt their church’s 
strict rules against playing sports 
on Sabbath day by kicking a soccer 
ball around with the Rotarians.
 Before leaving, Papa Grande and 
Mucho Bill promised that the club 
would return again next Christmas 
with another load of essential sup-
plies, gifts and plans for construc-
tion projects to complete. 
 Pleasanton North Rotary is al-
ways looking for new members 

who share their chapter’s informal 
style and zeal for fulfilling Rotary 
International’s commitment to put-
ting community service before self. 
Potential candidates are invited to 
attend a weekly Rotary lunch meet-
ing at 12:15 p.m. Fridays at the 
Hilton Hotel at the Club in Pleas-
anton. Visit the website at www.
pnr-rotary.org. 

Feliz Navidad for Mexican orphans
Pleasanton Rotary North makes expedition to El Oasis

JIM BRICE

El Oasis children discover the pleasure of blowing bubbles during the Pleasan-
ton North Rotary visit Dec. 11, while Don Routh observes. Below, Bill Wheeler 
inspects bulk food before distribution to group homes at El Oasis.

2011

Enjoy a heavenly experience. 
Let us pamper you... Voted Best in 

Northern California

spa this season!

available 
online

MASSAGES

Hair by Rosemary
THURS 10-8  FRI 10-8  SAT 9-5

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT, VETERANS

148 Ray St., Pleasanton

EXPIRES 12-31-11

Basic Women Cut 
Special $40

WITH BLOWDRY, LONG HAIR EXTRA

COLOR SPECIAL
Color Touch-up $55   

Full Color $60   
Partial Hilite Special $70

Basic Men Cut 
Special $25

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

(510) 825-4941

NOW OPEN

*While supplies last. *Discounts available for new clients only. 
*Cannot combine with other offers.

101 East Vineyard Ave., Suite 123
Salon-TerraBella.com
Conveniently located in the 

Campo di Bocce retail center in Livermore

925.485.4946

NEW CLIENT PROMOTION
20% Discount on First Appointment
Holiday Gift Cards Now Available

$125 value for $100 

A Bumble and Bumble 
Network Salon

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
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Individuals
Mr. & Mrs. William Adams .....................100
Jonathan & Janet Allen ..............................**
Ron & Kathy Anderson ...........................350
Steve & Cris Annen .................................100
Mark & Amy Arola ..................................250
Lou & Susan Astbury ..............................100
Andrew Bailey & Lauren Purcell .............1000
Bryan & Kim Baptist ...............................250
Phil & Kate Barker ..................................100

Rick & Dawn Barraza ..............................200
Phoebe Bell ............................................250
Chris & Glenda Beratlis ...........................500
The Bernardi Family ................................200
Robert & Paula Bielby .............................100
Jan & Jeb Bing ........................................200
Doug & Beverly Boff .................................**
Ron & Teresa Borchard ......................260.40
Bert & Dee Brook ...................................200
Ryan Brown & Julie Harryman ...................75

Rod, Christina, Alyssa & Danielle 
Browning ............................................100

Dean Buchenauer ...................................100
Jamie & Luann Buna .................................**
Tim & Teri Bush ........................................**
Jack & Shirley Butler ..................................**
The Caldwell Family ..................................20
Frank & Muriel Capilla ..............................**
Mrs. Terry Messick-Cass & Mr. Barry Cass ..100
Miguel & Julie Castillo...............................**

Holiday Fund 2011

Holiday Fund donors
Since the launch of the 2011 Pleasanton 
Weekly Holiday Fund, 392 donors have 
contributed $128,785.40 to the fund, which 
includes $50,000 that was matched by 
the Tri-Valley Community Foundation. 54 
anonymous donors have given $8,904 of that 
total. The donation form is available online 
at pleasantonweekly.com/holiday_fund/

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
 When Valley Humane Society 
takes in an animal, its life is guar-
anteed.
 Best case, someone adopts the 
dog or cat to become a well-loved 
family member. But occasionally an 
animal turns out to be edgier than 
first noticed; Kirby the kitty, for 
instance, has been hanging around 
Valley Humane Society offices a 
long time, sunning herself in the 
windows, and seeking attention on 
her own terms.
 At other times, a medical condi-
tion can make adoption difficult; 
then the animal stays in a foster 
home and Valley Humane Society 
pays for treatment.
 “Once they’re in the system, 
they’re our responsibility,” Execu-
tive Director Melanie Sadek said. 
 For this reason, the organization 
chooses its animals with care, she 
explained, going to shelters to look 
for those with good pet potential.
 “We pull a lot from Alameda and 
Contra Costa counties, sometimes 
San Joaquin,” Sadek said.
 “Right now we’re getting lots of 
surrenders,” she added. “We get 
phone calls, someone’s home is in 
foreclosure, they can’t take their pet 
with them. We want to make sure it 
can be placed. We do a personality 
profile and make an appointment 
to see what we’re dealing with.”
 Valley Humane Society is a true 
community organization, located 
in its new facility at 3670 Nevada 
St. in Pleasanton, which was fund-
ed entirely by donations, as is the 
annual budget of $500,000.
 The volunteers can be seen ev-
erywhere — at outside adoption 
events, offering Paws to Read in 
six libraries for children to practice 
their reading skills with friendly 
pooches, and Pet Therapy with 
volunteers bringing their dogs into 
retirement homes. The AniMeals 
program provides pet food for 
qualified families using donations 
from Pet Food Express, Wal-Mart 
and Murphy’s Paw, which partners 
with its distributor.
 “We work closely with Meals on 

Wheels,” Sadek said.
 Valley Humane Society also works 
with Hope Hospice; volunteers walk 
the pets that keep patients company 
during their last days.
 The facility on Nevada Street 
can house about 60 animals, but 
those that don’t do well in shel-
ters stay in foster homes. Sadek 
said she especially appreciates the 
volunteers who foster motherless 
newborns that need to be bottle-
fed every two hours.
 “We have quite a few foster volun-
teers but need more,” Sadek said.
 A large airy classroom is used to 
host birthday parties. For $250, the 
volunteers decorate the room and 
make a presentation about Valley 
Humane Society. Each child re-
ceives a carrying case with a stuffed 
animal. The parties provide educa-
tion and add funds to the operating 
budget, Sadek said. Plus it’s a fun 
and different party for children, 
beginning at about age 9.
 “Giving back is very, very impor-
tant to us,” Sadek said.
 She is planning monthly com-
munity classes on subjects such as 
general animal maintenance, why 
vaccinations are important, and 
dog training.
 “A private nonprofit relies so 
heavily on donations, that’s why we 
diversify our services,” she said.
 The most immediate needs are a 
large examining table for the medi-
cal treatment room and a dog scale, 
Sadek said. 
 Its largest fundraiser has been 
the Hidden Gardens of the Valley 
Tour each spring. This fall it started 
two new events: Paws in the Park, 
with a pledge-driven dog walk, 
agility demonstrations, music and 
dogs for adoption, at Lion’s Way-
side Park downtown; and in late 
October, Howl-o-ween, a costume 
party with prizes for best-dressed 
pets and their people.
 Sadek hopes to do more external 
adoption events for dogs.
 “The cats get so stressed out,” she 
said, but the dogs love to get out 
and enjoy the events.
 “I’m hoping to find volunteers 

to do the external adoption events 
— the only barriers are money and 
people,” Sadek added.
 Valley Humane Society currently 
has 400 active volunteers. In 2012, 
Sadek plans a new volunteer train-
ing program, both to have stronger 
volunteers and for their own per-
sonal growth and development.
 Among the current volunteers 
are those who offer their profes-
sional services, Sadek noted thank-
fully, including a human resources 
specialist, legal counsel who works 
pro bono, and a techie who keeps 
the computers functioning. Of the 
six paid staff, four are part time.
 With its Home for the Holidays 
promotion, adoption fees have 
been lowered at Valley Humane 
Society as it makes a push to find 
families for all its pets during this 
season.
 “We see our biggest peak during 
the holidays,” Sadek said. “Over 

time we’ve learned that the major-
ity of adopted animals are given as 
gifts, which increases at this time of 
year.”
 On Black Cat Friday, which was 
held Black Friday, Valley Humane 
Society placed 19 cats.
 In 2012 Valley Humane Society 

is tweaking its hours to accommo-
date potential adopters, adding two 
evenings until 7 p.m. plus Sunday 
because it’s a family day.
 “Our goal is to save as many 
animals as we can so we have to be 
open when the community needs 
us to be open,” Sadek said. 

Holiday Fund helps nonprofit 
that matches pets and people

PURRRFECT 
FOR OUR 
COMMUNITY

Austin, Karen, Neal, & Suhas Bhandarkar with Wall-E Midnight Starr

GingerRocky

Harvey

Gloria Luevano with Champ

Ryan Baker with Piper and Phoebe

Raspberry

Honey

Tracy Hurst with Hammy



Page 18 December 23, 2011 Pleasanton Weekly

Mr. & Mrs. R. Chagnon ............................**
Mike & Diana Champlin .........................500
Herbert & Stella Chang .............................**
Teddy & Bunny Chang ............................100
S. Chase ...................................................**
Mrs. Merlyn Chesnut ................................**
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Ciccarello ...................**
John & Gretchen Clatworthy .....................**
The Clawges Family ................................100
Pauline Coe ..............................................**
The Coffee Guys at Vic’s .........................160
Alan & Carol Cohen................................500
Chris & Linda Coleman ...........................500
Joe & Sue Compton ................................200
Cheryl Cook-Kallio & John Kallio .............100
The Craig Family ....................................250
Rick Crawford & Ronda Hruby ................100
Mr. Dave Cryer .........................................**
Isabel Curry ..............................................**
Steven & Merry Dalcino ..........................100
Barbara Daniels........................................**
The Darrin Family ...................................100
Mr. & Mrs. Randall & Elizabeth Davidson ...250
Rick & Susie Decker ................................100
Richard & Judith Del Tredici ......................**
Alice Desrosiers ......................................100
Sean, Joy, Bryn & Paige Doyle....................75
Michael & Suzanne Dutra .......................100
The Eberle Family ...................................100
Paul & Lorraine Ebright ...........................100
Jack & Donna Edwards ...........................100
Bob & Marianne Eisberg ...........................**
The Falls Family ........................................**
Bill & Maggie Foley ...................................**
Michael, Ana & Nicole Fong ....................250
Mike & Ilene Forman ..............................200
Tom Fox ...................................................**
Richard & Gloria Fredette .........................**
Friends of Joan .......................................100
Dave & Roz Gamble..................................**
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Geasa ..........................200
Andrew & Xiaopei Gelb .............................**
Dennis & Sylvia Glafkides ..........................**
Mr. & Mrs. John Glavin .............................**
Roy & D’Aun Goble ................................100
Frank & Connie Gouveia ...........................**
Michael & Deborah Grossman ..................**
Ms. Carol Guarnaccia .............................100
Hank & Corrine Hansen ..........................150
Roger & Brenda Harris ..............................**
Tim & Sharyn Henshaw ............................**
Mike Herman ...........................................**
Ms. Jourdin Hermann ...............................**
Mrs. Janice Hermann ................................**
Ed & Holly Heuer......................................**
Paul & Ann Hill ........................................**
Retired PUSD School Secretaries “Lunch 

Bunch” .................................................**
Bill & Fran Hirst .......................................**
Garrett & Angela Holmes ..........................50
Ron Horton & Cathy Medich ..................100
Fred & Joan Hottinger ...............................**
Kay & Charles Huff ...................................**
Mr. & Mrs. D. Ronald Hyde ......................**
Raymond James......................................200
Kelly & Gail James .....................................25
Bobby Jensen..........................................250
Rudy & Marge Johnson ...........................100
Gene & Linda Johnson ............................100
Don & Jean Kallenberg ..............................**
Kem & Renee Kantor ................................**
Dick & Peggy Karn ....................................**
Jim & Elaine Keysor .................................300
Betty Kirvan ...........................................100
Jim & Pat Kohnen ...................................100
Mr. & Mrs. David Kratky ...........................**
Brad & Jessica LaLuzerne.........................500
Gary & Mary Lazarotti ..............................**
Mr. & Mrs. Blaise Lofland .......................100
Cameron & Jill Lorentz ..............................**
Lloyd & Kathie Lortz .................................**
John & Lisa Loundagin ..............................50
Mr. Walt Lupeika CPA ............................100
Thirza Lysakowski ...................................100
Earl & Dorothy Maddox ............................**
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Malatesta ...................100
Karen J. Mannering ...................................**
The Markel Ohana .................................500
Ken & Carla Marschall ............................100
SSgt John H. Marshall ............................100
Doug & Raeia Marshall ...........................100
Mrs. Violet Masini ....................................50
Ken & Barbara McDonald .........................**
Miyoshi & Briana McGee ..........................50
Joseph, Christine & Mia McGovern ...............

Steve & Kathy McNichols ........................500
Greg & Peg Meagher .................................**
Mr. & Mrs. Meisnner ................................**
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Mendenhall ...............**
Todd & Mindy Miller ..............................250
Rodger, Laura & Stehanie Miller ................50
John & Nancy Moffat ................................**
Sharron Morrison .....................................25
Jeff & Kathy Narum ................................100
Tim & Robin Neal ...................................100
Steve & Kaaren Northup .........................250
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph O’Brien ........................**
Mr. & Mrs. John O’Neill ............................**
Dr. Iqbal Omarali & Dr. Tasneem Bader-

Omarali ................................................**
Norm & Joyce Pacheco .............................**
Bruce & Debra Parelskin .........................100
Bill & Peggy Paris ......................................**
Amy Pauly ................................................**
Jennifer & Brian Pearce .............................**
Nancy Pennell ..........................................**
James Brice & Carole Peterson ..................**
Bob & Orley Philcox ................................500
John & Sharon Piekarski ..........................100
John & Roxanne Plotts ..............................**
Andy & Valerie Poryes ...............................**
Kevin & Cindy Powers ...............................**
Alan & Jean Purves....................................**
Marc & Becky Randall .............................250
Thomas Rasmus .......................................25
Don & Ann Rathjen ..................................**
Mike & Lori Rice .......................................**
The Richwood Family .............................100
The Ristow Family ....................................**
Ms. Rita Rollar .......................................100
Robert & Kathleen Russman .....................**
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Ruvalcaba .......................300
Kevin & Sandra Ryan ..............................100
Douglas & Mary Safreno ...........................**
Swati & Manoj Samel ...............................**
Ron & Marlene Sanberg ............................**
John & Sheila Sanches...............................**
The Sborov Family ....................................**
Tim & Belinda Schultz.............................100
Chris & Cecile Seams ................................**
Howard & Emilie Seebach .......................100
John & Barbara Severini ..........................250
Sonal & Ajay Shah ....................................**
Mr. & Mrs. Shaw ....................................100
Larry & Carol Shaw ...................................**
Sheng & Tien Shen ..................................100
Charles & Mary Shoemaker .....................500
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Silva ..................................**
Robert Silva ...........................................100
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Simon ........................**
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Spangler ....................100
Mike & Kerry Jo Stephan .........................100
Mr. & Mrs. Duane & Donna Stevens ..........**
Mr. & Mrs. John & Kay Stewart .................**
Ms. Nancy Storch .....................................**
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Swanson .....................**
Ms. Deborah Sweeley ...............................**
Robert & Carole Sygiel ............................100
Chida, Priya & Rishab .............................100
Jerry & Sandi Thorne .................................**
The Thorson Family ..................................**
Ms. Deborah Tomlin ................................**
Jim & Debbie Tracy ...................................**
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry & Toni Ulrich ...................**
Mike & Christie Underwood ....................100
Mr. & Mrs. M. Van Dreser .........................**
Mr. & Mrs. Carlo Vecchiarelli ..................100
The Verkuilen Family ...............................100
Phillip & Kathi Vermont ............................**
Peter & Michelle Weeks .............................**
Barry & Ann Weiss ..................................100
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Wenig .........................100
Mr. Bob Williams ...................................500
Kristen Winslow .......................................**
Robert & Joyce Wong ...........................1600
Bill Woodruff .........................................100
Randy & Emily Yim .................................100
Mr. Richard Yue ......................................100

Businesses & Organizations
7 Springs Properties ................................300
Advanced Security Engineering ................200
Businesses located in Civic Center Station .. **
California Self - Defense Consultants .........**
Chamberlin Associates ..............................**
DeBernardi Development Construction &  

Remodeling ..........................................**
Dublin Tool & Manufacturing .................100
G.A.B. Investigations ..............................100
Hacienda Bunco Group ............................75

High Tech Connect ...............................1000
Karen Morliengo, MFT ..............................75
Law Office of Christopher Schlies ............250
Life Science Writing Services ......................**
Livermore - Amador Valley Legal Prof.  

Assn. ..................................................100
Mission Pipe Cigar Shop ...........................75
P-Town Push Rods (Pleasanton Car  

Club) ...............................................1000
Pleasanton Chamber of Commerce Board  

of Directors ........................................100
Pleasanton Fairways Ladies Golf Club .....150
Pleasanton Pet Sitting ...............................75
Ponderosa Homes ....................................**
Randick, O’Dea & Tooliatos, Attorneys at 

Law ......................................................**
Scott - Anderson Associates ....................250
Sue Evans Photography ..........................100
The Pleasanton - Livermore Junior Women’s 

Club ...................................................300
The Tuesday Bridge Ladies ......................135
Tim McGuire Team - Alain Pinel Realtors ....500
Time 4 Order - Professional Organizing ...100
Uncle Credit Union .................................250

In Honor of
Valley Care Lactation Services from the  

Manthas ...............................................**
Frank Louwaert from Jeff & Debi Zentner ..**
Our “5” Grands from Richard & Gwen  

Spicka ..................................................**
Ace & Esher Simone from Melvin & Barbara 

Wilmore .............................................100
Ed Kinney Community Patriots from  

Accusplit Activity Wellness Team .........200
Valley Humane Society from Phillip & Kathi 

Vermont ...............................................**
Katy, Kamy, Krissy & Landon from Wes & 

Jean Felton .........................................250
Jana Grant from Steve & Jori Grant .........100
My Grandchildren from Doris Slater ..........25
James C. & Holly P. Oswalt from Walter & 

Beverly Oswalt ......................................50
COP/ASD & CMO from Julie Yuan-Miu .. 1200
Daggett Children & Grandchildren from Tom 

& Barbara Daggett ................................**

In Memory of
Betty Patrick from Charles & Joan Brown ...**
Our Mom Lora from Lada & Dmitriy  

Kosarikov .............................................**
Mike, Matt & Diane from Jerry & Josine 

Pentin.................................................100
Janet Reichlin from Mike, Lori & Michael  

Reichlin ..............................................500
Mary L. Erickson from Al Copher ..............50
Dave Hare ..............................................250
Eva, Adeline, Roy & Archie ......................100
Doris T. Walberg from Todd & Brenda  

Walberg .............................................100
Mom - Mae Yip from Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Oh ...**
Lillian Cassani from Mike & Kris Harnett .. 100
Allan Hillman, Randy & Margie Warner & 

David & Marian Hillman from Sharon  
Hillman ..............................................150

John A. Mavridis .......................................**
Gam & Papa Abbott from The Casey  

Family ..................................................**
Karl K. Witze ..........................................500
Jameson Lindskog, Specialist U.S. Army from 

Chris & Marty Miller ...........................100
Brian Martin Love Kathy & Tricia ...............**
Tony and Jennie Paradiso from Dorene  

Paradiso-Carroll ...................................**
Roselle Grimes, Verna Plummer & Evelyn 

Schrick from The Grimes Family ............**
Kenneth & Althea McGill from Marsha &  

RJ Grimes .............................................**
Mary May from Michael M. May .............300
Joe & Doris Antonini from John & Carolyn 

Cardinalli ...........................................500
Judy Perko from Bob Perko .....................100
Dad - Shigeru Yamamoto from Bruce &  

Cindy Yamamoto ..................................**
Robert Kilpatrick from Dorothy Kilpatrick... **
Grandpa John Morley & Nonno Richard 

Prima from Frank & Marie Morley .........**
Tony Prima from Teresa & Dan Morley ......**
Rob Meierding from Suzanne Meierding ..200
Robert D. Williams from  

Mavis E. Williams ...............................100
Jo Chapple .............................................100
Our Moms from Bob & Sandy Holmes ......**
Jack Emmons from Margery Connor .........99
Don Foreman from Marilyn Foreman ......100

Jim Brennan, Wayne Emmett and Don  
Emmett from George & Jeanne Emmett ....**

Pearl St. Pierre from John & Julie Finegan .. 300
Roger Dabney, Hank Gomez, Ed Kinney, 

Gene O’Brien, George Spilotolous & Dee 
Wilson from Ken Mercer .....................300

Juanita Haugen & Mary Ann Butler from  
The Bob Group .....................................**

Our Fallen Military Heroes from  
The Gualandri Family ..........................150

Nicholas Daniel Lesser from Bruce &  
Kathleen Lesser .....................................**

John A. Silva from Manuel & Catherine  
Silva .....................................................**

Norm Bottorff from Dory Bottorff ..........100
Dick Waldron from Virginia Waldron ........**
Diane Burgard from Bill & Carolyn Lincoln **
Sarah Anne Lees from Donald & Judy  

Person ..................................................**
Bill Haraughty from Anita Haraughty ........25
Howard Hill from Sally Hill .....................100
Carol Bedell from Lonnie & Aelene Chase ..**
Michael & June Carboni from Richard & 

Nancy Shockley ...................................100
Charles J. Sebahar Jr. & Charles J. Sebahar Sr. 

from Karen L. Sebahar ........................100
Bill & Alice Marsh from Bill & Audrey Sears ...**
Helene Castro ..........................................**
Keith Mountford ......................................**
Burt Sperbek ............................................**
Gene Strom, Keith Strom, William Kolb & 

Donna Kolb-Miller from Carol  
Kolb-Strom .........................................400

Kathy Capitini from John Capitani ..........500
Ernie Bridges from The Bridges Family .......**
Ron Silva from Nancy Silva .......................**
Sally Jorgenson from Terry & Judy Scavone **
Jim Dahl from Terry & Judy Scavone ..........**
Jim Carlson from Lee & Clare Carlson........**
Dan Gabor from Ann Gabor ...................150
Our Parents from Wayne & Anne Emery ....**
Marilyn Bowe from James Bowe ................**
My Brothers from Ardis Messinger ............**
Hank Gomez from Dorothy, Frank & Debra 

Gomez ...............................................150
Dody Guasco from The Swain Family ......250
Richard Brierly from Stepanie Brierly  

England ..............................................100
Rick Aguiar from Nancy Aguiar Fargis .......**
Harold & Michael Consedine ..................100
Donald D. Reid from George & Susan  

Reid ...................................................100
Michael Gable from The Michelotti  

Family ................................................100
Richard Marshall from Sandra Holliday ...100
Lola Palladino from Mr. & Mrs. R.  

Barsanti ..............................................100
Grandpa Ray from Jeff Ulatoski...............150
Grandpa Tom from Kevin & Annie  

Sjodahl ...............................................150
Carol Kimberling from Bob & Marie  

Smochko ..............................................**
Owen Saupe from Rebecca Saupe .............**
Fred Baker from Mary Ellen Baker ...........100
Doris Cink & Charles Glass from Vern & Tracy 

Cink .....................................................**
Sandy English from Jeff English ...............100
Our Parents from Don & Bonni Reid .......100
Ray & Stella Gatlin and Henry & Lynne  

Corrigan from Harold, Gena & Wayne 
Gatlin ...................................................**

As a Gift for
Ross & Sheri Kapp from Jim & Diane  

Brittain .................................................**
Aileen Kapp from Jim & Diane Brittain ......**
Dave & Kris Snyder from Jim & Diane  

Brittain .................................................**
Jim & Diane Brittain from Ross & Sheri  

Kapp ....................................................**
Aileen Kapp from Ross & Sheri Kapp .........**
Dave & Kris Snyder from Ross & Sheri  

Kapp ....................................................**
Dan & Lou Lincoln from Kevin & Barbara 

Brooks..................................................**
Jeri Steiger from Dave & Kris Snyder ..........**
Aileen Kapp from Dave & Kris Snyder ........**
Jim & Diane Brittain from Dave & Kris  

Snyder ..................................................**
Ross & Sheri Kapp from Dave & Kris  

Snyder ..................................................**
Margery Wagner from Terry & Al Exner ......**

HOLIDAY FUND

**The asterisk designates that the donor did not want to 
publish the amount of the gift.
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 Nine Las Positas College Women’s 
Soccer Team players won awards at 
the recent California Community 
College Athletic Association Coast 
Conference.
 “This year was a year of rebuild-
ing, learning and development,” 
said Las Positas College Women’s 
Soccer Head Coach Sissi doAmor. 
“The student athletes had a great 
time and worked hard.”
 Following are the student ath-
letes who were recognized with 
Conference Players Awards:
■ First Team All Coast Conference: 
Ashley Stevens, goal keeper, Gran-

ada High School graduate; Rebecca 
Woll, left back, of Livermore
■ Second Team All Coast Confer-
ence: Nicole Estorga, center de-
fender, Foothill High School gradu-
ate; Sarah Felicitias, center mid-
fielder, of San Ramon
■ Honorable Mention: Sarah Fish-
man, center back, Dougherty Val-
ley High School graduate; Phoebe 
Santos, multiple positions, Amador 
Valley High School graduate; Maira 
Orozco, outside back, Dublin High 
School graduate; Devin San Jose, 
multiple positions, of San Ramon; 
Alyssa Ritmann, outside midfielder, 

Livermore High School graduate.
 Las Positas College offers eight in-
tercollegiate team sports: men’s and 
women’s soccer, cross country, bas-
ketball, and swimming and diving. 
Its state-of-the-art facilities include a 
gymnasium, an all-weather turf soc-
cer field, an all-weather track and 
multi-use field and an aquatic cen-
ter. The college offers an extensive 
selection of classes in Physical Edu-
cation, Athletics, Health and Well-
ness. For more information about 
the athletic program and sports 
events, call 424-1290 or visit www.
laspositascollege.edu/athletics. 

Dec. 23
 ■ Boys Basketball: 7 p.m., AVHS vs. 

Alhambra, home

 ■ Girls Basketball: 6 p.m., AVHS vs. 
Lehigh, home

Dec. 28
 ■ Boys Soccer: 5 p.m., AVHS vs. 

Pittsburg, away

Dec. 29
 ■ Girls Soccer: 5 p.m., Foothill vs. 

Washington, home

Dec. 31
 ■ Boys Soccer: 1 p.m., AVHS vs. San 

Lorenzo, home

Jan. 3
 ■ Boys Basketball: 7 p.m., AVHS vs. 

De LA Salle, away

 ■ Boys Basketball: 7 p.m., Foothill vs. 
Granada, home

 ■ Girls Basketball: 7 p.m., AVHS vs. 
Carondelet, home

 ■ Boys Soccer: 6 p.m., Foothill vs. 
Livermore, home

 ■ Boys Soccer: 6 p.m., AVHS vs. 
Monte Vista, home

 ■ Girls Soccer: 6 p.m., Foothill vs. 
Livermore, away

 ■ Girls Soccer: 6 p.m., AVHS vs. 
Monte Vista, away

Jan. 4
 ■ Wrestling: 7 p.m., Foothill vs. 

Granada, home

Jan. 5
 ■ Girls Soccer: 6 p.m., Foothill vs. 

Monte Vista, home

 ■ Girls Soccer: 6 p.m., AVHS vs. 
California, away

 ■ Boys Soccer: 6 p.m., Foothill vs. 
Monte Vista, away

 ■ Boys Soccer: 6 p.m., AVHS vs. 
California, home

Jan. 6
 ■ Boys Basketball: 7 p.m., AVHS vs. 

Granada , away

 ■ Boys Basketball: 7 p.m., Foothill vs. 
San Ramon, away

 ■ Girls Basketball: 7 p.m., AVHS vs. 
Granada, home

Jan. 7
 ■ Wrestling: 9 a.m., Foothill at 

Granada Tournament, away

PREP LINE-UP

Las Positas soccer players win state awards

Sports

Over 20 years of

925.462.1207
Showroom and Factory

located at 4225 Stanley Blvd
near downtown Pleasanton

www.window-ology.com
Contractor’s License #904282

We also do…

VALLEY EYECARE CENTER
Medical Associates

Give The Gift of Sight!
It’s the most wonderful time of the
year! Give your loved ones a gift they’ll 
always need... The gift of sight! Gift  
certificates are available and good 
toward exams, eyewear, LASIK,  
and Latisse. Healthy eyes are 
important, so come and see us today!

SEE YOUR BEST! LOOK YOUR BEST!

5575 W. Las Positas Blvd. Suite #240, Pleasanton 925-460-5000
28 Fenton St., Livermore,  925-449-4000
Jonathan Savell, M.D., Michael Gagnon, M.D.,  

Gina Trentacosti, O.D., Jimmy Yip, O.D.

www.valleyeyecarecenter.com

Your local professionals, providing high-quality hearing
health care to the Tri-Valley area since 1986.

www.pleasantonhearingservices.com

Two Locations to Serve You

Pleasanton  925-484-3507
4460 Black Avenue, Ste. F

Livermore  925-960-0391
1524 Holmes, Ste. D

HEARING
SERVICES

A Sound Approach
to Hearing Care

Kenneth D. Billheimer, Au.D.

Jacque Pedraza

SportsPlus Group Fitness
80 Mission Drive, Pleasanton

www.SportsPlusBayArea.com

Call today! (925) 462-5557

v Fitness Consultation

v Customized Meal Plan
 and Nutritional Guide

New Year New You!
Holiday Melt Away     50% off 

What’s your New Year’s Resolution?

v Customized Training

v Individual Support and 
 Accountability



BULLETIN
BOARD

115 Announcements
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING

ADOPTION? Talk with caring agency 
specializing in matching Birthmothers 

with Families nationwide. LIVING 
EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7 Abby’s One 
True Gift Adoptions 866-413-6293 (Void 

in Illinois) (AAN CAN)

Lioness Club seeks New members

SHARPEN UP AT THE FARMERS’ MRKT

120 Auctions
Advertise Your Auction

in 240 California newspapers for 
one low cost of $550. Your 25 word 

classified ad reaches over 6 mil-
lion+ Californians. Free brochure call 
Elizabeth (916)288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)

130 Classes & 
Instruction

Allied Health Career Training
Attend college 100% online. Job 

placement assistance. Computer avail-
able. Financial Aid if qualified. SCHEV 
certified. Call 800-481-9409. www.

CenturaOnline.com (Cal-SCAN)

Earn College Degree Online
*Medical, *Business, *Criminal Justice. 
Job placement assistance. Computer 

available. Financial Aid if qualified. 
SCHEV certified. Call 888-210-5162 
www.CenturaOnline.com (Cal-SCAN)

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA!
Graduate in just 4 weeks!!! FREE 

Brochure. Call NOW! 1-800-532-6546 
Ext. 97 www.continentalacademy.com 

(AAN CAN)

High School Diploma!
Graduate in 4 weeks! FREE Brochure. 

Call Now! 1-866-562-3650 ext. 60 
www.SouthEasternHS.com (Cal-SCAN)

Work on Jet Engines
Train for Aviation Maintenance Career. 

FAA approved. Financial aid if quali-
fied - Job placement assistance. CALL 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance (888) 

242-3382 toll free. (Cal-SCAN)

135 Group Activities
CLUTTERLess (CL) Self Help Group

152 Research Study 
Volunteers

Online & Mobile Game Testing
PARENTS, TEENS & YOUNG ADULTS: 
Sign up for Panelpolls.com & receive 
invitations to participate in in-person 
games & website testing, TV Show 
Pilot screenings, focus groups & 

more! Sessions are 45-60 mins long 
and pay $90-150. Join panelpolls.

com today!

155 Pets

Missing Orange Tabby Cat
Hellion has been missing since April.
Lost near Sutter Gate and Stoneridge 

Drive near the Arroyo. He is short 
haired with a long skinny tail. He is a 
large cat with a white chin and dark 

orange short hair. He has green eyes is 
neutered and microchipped. REWARD 
OFFERED. Any info call Melissa 510-

381-3261.

FOR SALE

SOLD

201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts
Custom Taillights 90-93 Acura Integra 
- $50

Dic Brake kit 75 -79 Toyota Corolla 
- $12

Dodge 2003 Neon - $4,100 OBO

202 Vehicles Wanted
CASH FOR CARS

Any Car/Truck. Running or Not! Top 
Dollar Paid. We Come To You! Call For 
Instant Offer: 1-888-420-3808 www.

cash4car.com

Donate Your Car, Truck, Boat
to Heritage for the Blind. Free 3 Day 

Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, 
All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 888-902-

6851. (Cal-SCAN)

Sell Your Car, Truck, SUV
Today! All 50 states, fast pick-up and 

payment. Any condition, make or 
model. Call now 1-877-818-8848. www.

MyCarforCash.net (Cal-SCAN)

210 Garage/Estate 
Sales
Pleasanton, 3231 Vineyard Ave, Current

235 Wanted to Buy
CASH FOR GUNS!

Eddy’s, Mtn.View (650)969-GUNS

245 Miscellaneous
Infrared iHeater

Save up to 50 percent off your next 
heating bill. Advanced Portable Infrared 

iHeater! Heat 1000 sq. ft. for about 
5 cents an hour! Free Shipping! Call 

1-888-807-5741. (Cal-SCAN)

Lionel Commando Electric Train S - 
$150

MIND
& BODY

425 Health Services
Diabetics with Medicare

Get a free talking meter and diabetic 
testing supplies at No Cost, plus free 
home delivery! Best of all, this meter 
eliminates painful finger pricking! Call 

888-781-9376. (Cal-SCAN)

Sleep Apnea Sufferers
with Medicare. Get FREE CPAP 

Replacement Supplies at No Cost, plus 
FREE home delivery! Best of all, prevent 
red skin sores and bacterial infection! 

Call 888-699-7660. (Cal-SCAN)

EMPLOYMENT

500 Help Wanted
Senior Accountant

550 Business 
Opportunities

Start Now!
Open red hot Dollar, Dollar Plus, 

Mailbox, discount party, discount cloth-
ing, teen store, fitness center from 

$51,900 worldwide! www.DRSS25.com. 
1-800-518-3064. (Cal-SCAN)

560 Employment 
Information

$$$HELP WANTED$$$
Extra Income! Assembling CD cases 

from Home! No Experience Necessary! 
Call our Live Operators Now! 1-800-
405-7619 EXT 2450 http://www.
easywork-greatpay.com (AAN CAN)

Driver 
Dry and Refrigerated. Single source 
dispatch. No Tractor older than 3 

years. Daily Pay! Various hometime 
options! CDL-A, 3 months current OTR 
experience. 1-800-414-9569. www.

DriveKnight.com (Cal-SCAN)

Driver - Stable Career
No experience needed! Sign on bonus-
es available! Top industry pay and qual-
ity training. 100% Paid CDL Training. 
1-800-326-2778. www.JoinCRST.com 

(Cal-SCAN)

Drivers - CDL Training
Career Central. No Money Down. CDL 
Training. Work for us or let us work for 
you! Unbeatable Career Opportunities. 

*Trainee *Company Driver *Lease 
Operator Earn up to $51k *Lease 

Trainers Earn up to $80k 1-877-369-
7126. www.CentralDrivingJobs.net 

(Cal-SCAN)

EARN $75-$200 HOUR
(Now 25% Off), Media Makeup & 

Airbrush Training. For Ads, TV, Film, 
Fashion. 1 wk class &. Portfolio. 

AwardMakeUpSchool.com 310-364-
0665 (AAN CAN)

Paid In Advance!
Make $1,000 a Week mailing brochures 
from home! Guaranteed Income! FREE 

Supplies! No experience required. Start 
Immediately! www.homemailerprogram.

net (AAN CAN)

Sales: Over 18?
A can’t miss limited opportunity to 

travel with a successful business group. 
Paid training. Transportation/lodging 
provided. unlimited income Potential. 

Call 1-877-646-5050. (Cal-SCAN)

BUSINESS
SERVICES

605 Antiques & Art 
Restoration

640 Legal Services

Auto Accident Attorney 
Injured in an auto accident? Call Jacoby 
and Meyers for a free case evaluation. 
Never a cost to you. Don`t wait, call 

now, 888-685-5721. (Cal-SCAN)

Social Security
Disability Benefits. You Win or Pay Us 
Nothing. Contact Disability Group, Inc. 
Today! BBB Accredited. Call For Your 

FREE Book and Consultation. 877-490-
6596. (Cal-SCAN)

645 Office/Home 
Business Services

Advertise Truck Drive Jobs
in 240 California newspapers for 

one low cost of $550. Your 25 word 
classified ad reaches over 6 mil-

lion+ Californians. Free brochure call 
Elizabeth (916)288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)

Classified Advertising
Reach Californians with a Classified ad 
in almost every county. Experience the 
power of classifieds! Combo~California 
Daily and Weekly Networks. One order. 
One payment. Free Brochures. eliza-
beth@cnpa.com or (916)288-6019. 

(Cal-SCAN)

Display Advertising
Advertise a display Business Card 

sized ad in 140 California newspapers 
for one low cost of $1,550. Your 

display 3.75x2” ad reaches over 3 mil-
lion+ Californians. Free brochure call 
Elizabeth (916)288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)

GOT a GREAT IDEA?
 Want to patent it?  Let us help!

DE Patent Writing Service
Dewees Enterprises, LLC

P. O. Box 8
Pleasanton, CA 94566-0198

Phone: 925-846-8790
Cell #: 925-872-2364

695 Tours & Travel
Cyber Consumer

Check out some diverse travel destina-
tions. Go to: http://www.cybercon-

sumer.net

HOME 
SERVICES

715 Cleaning 
Services

Divina’s Housecleaning Services.
Complete houseclean-

ing services,attention to 
details,friendly,great references avail-

able. Flex schedule and Licensed 
worker. CALL NOW 925 337 4871 

or 925 339 0535 
divinacunha77@hotmail.com

House Cleaning
Honest, Reliable, Thorough, Weekly, 

Bi-weekly Move in/out
Excellent References 339-6411

Olga’s Housecleaning
Res./Com. Wkly/mo. Low Rates. Local 
Refs. 25 years Exp. & Friendly. I love 

My Job! Ins. (650)380-1406

REAL ESTATE

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms

ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES.COM
Browse hundreds of online listings with 
photos and maps. Find your roommate 
with a click of the mouse! Visit: http://

www.Roommates.com.

840 Vacation 
Rentals/Time Shares

Vacation Property
Advertise your vacation property in 240 
California newspapers for one low cost 

of $550. Your 25 word classified ad 
reaches over 6 million+ Californians. 

Free brochure call Elizabeth (916)288-
6019. (Cal-SCAN)

fogster.com THE TRI-VALLEY’S CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITEPLACE 
AN AD

  ONLINE
fogster.com

  E-MAIL 
ads@fogster.com

 PHONE 
(925) 600-0840

Fogster.com is a unique 
Web site offering post-
ings from communities 
throughout the Bay Area 
and an opportunity for 
your ad to appear in the 
Pleasanton Weekly.

Now you can log on 
to fogster.com, day or 
night and get your ad 
started immediately 
online. 

So, the next time you 
have an item to sell, 
barter, give away or buy, 
get the perfect combina-
tion: print ads in your 
local newspapers, reach-
ing more than 35,000 
readers, and unlimited 
Web postings reaching 
hundreds of thousands 
additional people!

 INDEX
  BULLETIN BOARD
100-155

  FOR SALE
200-270

  KIDS STUFF
330-355
JOBS
510-585 
BUSINESS
SERVICES
600-690
HOME
SERVICES
700-799 
 FOR RENT/
FOR SALE 
REAL ESTATE 
801-860

The publisher waives any and all 
claims or consequential damages 
due to errors. Embarcadero 
Publishing Co. cannot assume 
responsibility for the claims or 
performance of its advertisers. 
Embarcadero Publishing Co. 
reserves the right to refuse, edit 
or reclassify any ad solely at its 
discretion without prior notice.

Pleasanton

Sign up online at
PleasantonWeekly.com

No phone number in the ad? 
GO TO fogster.com 

for contact information

ANTIQUE RESTORATION
"A Labor of Love"
Impeccable Quality

Integrity of Workmanship
925-462-0383 or 925-216-7976

All inclusive         License #042392

Marketplace
To advertise in the Marketplace call Karen Klein 
at 925.600.0840 x122 or email kklein@pleasantonweekly.com

Mike Fracisco
REALTOR

®

Fracisco Realty 
Residential, Commercial  
& Property Management

direct: 925-998-8131
www.MikeFracisco.com

DRE#01378428

Real Estate

NEED HELP
 WITH QUICKBOOKS?

No job too big or too small!!!
Over 23 years experience  

in all aspects of bookkeeping.

Call Linda 925.918.2233

Accounting/Bookkeeping

PEREZ GARDENING SERVICES
10 yrs. Experience in Lawn Care

FREE ESTIMATES
Maintenance, Sod & Sprinkler Systems, 
Clean UPS Commercial & Residential

925.642.6617  |  925.212.2973 
Lic. #5008439

With 6 month contract, 7th month is FREE

Landscaping

Meet 
marvelous 
Sprout

“Hi I’m Sprout and 
as anyone will tell you, I 
am the perfect dog! I’m 
easy going, low-key, OK 
with dogs and cats. I 
may look a little scruffy 
but that’s because I’m 
part Chinese Crested 
(very fancy, you know!). 
I am a constant companion and an all around sweet 
guy! Let me warm your lap and your heart this Holiday 
Season.” Come and meet marvelous Sprout, who is also 
part Chihuahua, at the East Bay SPCA’s Tri-Valley Animal 
Adoption Center, 4651 Gleason Drive, Dublin, CA 94568. 
To see other animals available for adoption, visit www.east-
bayspca.org or call 479-9670.

PET OF THE WEEK

LAURA FULDA
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Real Estate
OPEN HOME GUIDE AND REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

HOME SALES

Source: California REsource

This week’s data represents homes sold during 
November 2011

Livermore
653 Adelle Street Federal Home Loan Mortgage 
to C. Barnett for $222,000

5464 Bianca Way Padgett Trust to Mcgraw-
Barrett Trust for $360,000

776 Camelia Drive K. Brooks to K. Flores for 
$350,000

777 Daisyfield Drive Carey Trust to M. Sanders 
for $636,000

4016 Drake Way Leri Trust to Ward Trust for 
$350,000

2181 Gabriella Lane L. Menges to N. Singh for 
$829,000

601 Hemlock Court E. Klein to S. Almy for 
$370,000

553 James Street Soriano Trust to T. & M. 
Nordskog for $294,500

1957 Mars Road Linney Trust to S. & J. Denson 
for $590,000

4967 Scenic Avenue R. Leadingham to J. Searcy 
for $250,000

5676 Shorehaven Circle Citibank to M. & D. 
Piazza for $289,000

292 South R Street Hnatow Trust to D. & K. 
Lewis for $350,000

226 Vista Street Davis Trust to M. & L. 
Lenchanko for $310,000

187 Wildrose Common #1203 F. Guido to C. 
Lee for $236,000

5373 Wisteria Way Community Rebuild Asset 
Holdings to B. & R. Domondon for $278,000

Pleasanton
3138 Delicado Court L. Liddy to S. Gajjela for 
$450,000

7287 Valley Trails Drive Guderyon Trust to S. 
Sarkar for $456,000

603 Blossom Ct, Pleasanton

4691 Finch Way, Dublin

5 bedrooms, 4 baths, approx
5000+ sqft, bonus room, separate offi ce 
and spa room - premium location! Large 

and fl at 31,060 sqft lot. 

Offered at $1,425,000

4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, approx 2400+ sqft, 
separate offi ce, loft (4th bedroom)

and bonus room.

SOLD at $668,000

For photos and virtual tours 
visit www.deloresgragg.com

KELLER WILLIAMS® Tri-Valley Realty is Independently Owned and Operated.
REALTOR® Lic#01206964

www.DeloresGragg.com

Delores
Gragg

925.989.6500

If you are thinking of selling or buying 
a home, call me for information 

on current market conditions and 
options available to you.

Beautiful single story home featuring
4 bedrooms, 3 baths, approx 2,547 sqft.

New interior paint, new carpet, hardwood fl oors, 
marble entry, remodeled master bath. Excellent 

Westside location with 3 car garage. Large 
approx. 9889 sqft. fl at lot. Walk to schools, 
parks and shopping. Offered at $850,000

5047 Forest Hill Dr, Pleasanton
Forest Hill Estates — Built in 1996

SOLD!

SOLD!

Exceptional Pleasanton Properties

PENDING!

KW Broker DRE License #01395362

#1 Real Estate Team in the Tri-Valley

Fran & Dave 
Cunningham
925-202-6898

DRE License #01226296 & 00930892

Donna 
Garrison

925-980-0273
DRE License #01735040

Susan 
Schall

925-519-8226
DRE License #01713497

Call us if you are thinking about moving. 
NOW is the time to prepare for the Spring market.

As the end of the year 
draws near, we count our 

blessings and we thank you 
for your support. We wish 

you and your family the best 
of holiday happiness and 
success in the New Year! 

Happy holidays from
The Fabulous Properties Team 

Poll finds voters driven by jobs, 
housing in 2012 election

Realtors say employment, housing inextricably linked

BY JEB BING
 A recent survey by Houselogic.com, the 
consumer website from the National Associa-
tion of Realtors, finds that jobs and the hous-
ing market will be two of the most important 
issues for voters in the 2012 election.
 Nearly one-third of respondents said hous-
ing will be the top issue on their mind when 
they head to the polls next November.
 “We need to keep housing first on the na-
tion’s public policy agenda because housing 
and home ownership issues affect all Ameri-
cans,” said NAR President Moe Veissi, Veissi, 
a broker-owner of Veissi & Associates, Inc., 
in Miami. “The results of this survey show 
that many Americans understand that.”
 Respondents were asked: “What issue area 
will have the greatest impact on your vote 
in 2012?” National security, healthcare, and 
energy/environment trailed housing and un-
employment by wide margins:
■ Jobs/unemployment, 54%
■ Housing, 27%
■ National security, 8%
■ Healthcare, 4%
■ Energy/Environment, 2%
■ Other, 4%
With unemployment still high, it is easy to 
see why so many Americans are concerned 
about the job market, Veissi said. However, 
employment and the housing market are in-
extricably linked because economic growth 
and job creation cannot occur without a 
housing recovery.

 Housing accounts for more than 15% 
of the U.S. Gross Domestic Product, Veissi 
added. It’s a key driver of the national econ-
omy. Home sales generate jobs.
 NAR estimates that for every two homes 
sold, one job is created. New spending on 
homebuilding products, furniture, and other 
residential investments also have a signifi-
cant economic impact.
 Some recent indicators show that the 
economy might be starting to rebound, with 
pending home sales rising strongly in Octo-
ber, according to NAR’s Pending Home Sales 
Index. However, any changes to current 
programs or incentives must not jeopardize a 
housing and economic recovery. Unemploy-
ment, consumer confidence and consumer 
spending will not rebound until a number of 
issues are addressed.
 “NAR actively advocates public policies 
that promote responsible, sustainable ho-
meownership, which will in turn support 
overall economic recovery,” said Veissi. “We 
want to ensure affordable, accessible financ-
ing; support tax policies that encourage 
homeownership; and help more people stay 
in their homes or avoid foreclosure through 
streamlined short sales.”
 The HouseLogic survey shows Americans 
understand that a housing recovery is essen-
tial to the nation’s economic recovery, and 
many of those housing-related issues will be 
on the minds of voters in 2012, according to 
the NAR. 

Are you buying 
or selling a home?

Visit PleasantonWeekly.
com/real_estate link for sales 
information, current listings and 
virtual tours.
For marketing opportunities contact 
Andrea Heggelund at 600-0840 x110.
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W M G H O M E S . C O M

WMG
REPRESENTING YOUR INTERESTS

PHYLLIS WEINER
PETER MCDOWELL

925.251.2585
925.251.2550

PWEINER@ROCKCLIFF.COM
PMCDOWELL@ROCKCLIFF.COM

CA DRE #00673849
#01361481

7923 SAWGRASS COURT 
GOLDEN EAGLE, PLEASANTON, CALIFORNIA 
Welcome to this exceptional home located in the prestigious gated 
community of Golden Eagle in Pleasanton. Featuring a single level 
floor plan with approx. 4,320 square feet on a nearly 30,000 sq.ft. 
private lot, with four spacious Bedrooms plus Library, 3 ½ baths.
              Call for an appointment to preview.         7923Sawgrass.com
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
WEINER MCDOWELL GROUP 

PHYLLIS WEINER   PETER MCDOWELL   

Thank you for your business and support in 2011

925.251.2585

7843 Cypress Creek Court, Pleasanton
Beautiful updated home in highly desirable 

gated Golden Eagle. This lovely home has 3 

bedrooms, 2.5 baths and 2520 square feet of 

living space. Ridgeline views and sought after 

creek side of development. You don't want to 

miss this one! Call agent with any questions.

Price: $829,000

Beautiful Home in Gated Community

Jennifer DeCoite
(925) 437-1233

jen.decoite@bhghome.com
6111 Johnson Ct., Ste. 110

 Pleasanton, CA 94588 DRE #01473959

W W W . R O C K C L I F F . C O M

View ALL East Bay Homes for Sale At

Scan QR Code to download
our Rockcliff APP

J. Rockcliff
Realtors

Blackhawk East
4105 Blackhawk Plaza Cir.
Danville, CA 94506
925.648.5300

Blackhawk West
3880 Blackhawk Rd. 
Danville, CA 94506
925.736.6000

Danville
15 Railroad Ave.
Danville, CA  94526
925.855.4000

Lafayette
3799 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette, CA 94549
925.385.2330

Livermore
1983 Second St.
Livermore, CA  94550
925.667.2100

Montclair/ Piedmont
6116 La Salle Ave., Ste. 200
Oakland, CA 94611
510.339.4800

Orinda
89 Davis Rd., 
Orinda, CA 94563
925.253.7000

Walnut Creek
1700 N. Main St.
Walnut Creek, CA 94596
925.280.8500

Pleasanton 
5075 Hopyard Rd Ste. 110 
Pleasanton, CA 94588
925.251.2500

Happy Holidays

T H E  E A S T  B A Y ’S  P R E M I E R  R E A L  E S T A T E  C O M P A N Y.
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apr.com

Extending our s incerest  grat i tude for  your business
and support  over the past  20 years and making us the 

#1 pr ivately-owned real  estate f i rm in Cal i fornia.

Wishing You Hope, Joy & Prosperity

From all of us at Alain Pinel Realtors

Happy Holidays Don Faught
Vice President

Managing Broker 
Pleasanton & Livermore Offices

dfaught@apr.com

PLEASANTON  900 Main Street   925.251.1111  | LIVERMORE 2300 First  Street ,  Suite 316  925.583.1111



Our comprehensive medical services include:

 Allergy  NEW!

 Audiology  NEW!  

 Cardiology and Cardiac   

Testing Services  NEW!

 Dermatology

 Endocrinology

 Family Medicine

 Gastroenterology (GI)

 General Surgery  NEW!

 Internal Medicine

 Neurology

 Nutrition

 Obstetrics/Gynecology   

(OB/Gyn)

 Oncology  NEW!

 Ophthalmology  NEW!

 Orthopedics

 Otolaryngology (ENT)  NEW!

 Pediatrics, including:

– Pediatric Dermatology

– Pediatric Endocrinology

– Pediatric Ophthalmology

– Pediatric Orthopedics

 Physical Medicine    

and Rehabilitation

 Podiatry

 Pulmonology


