Pleasanton
Weekl

VOL. XIl, NUMBER 46 - NOVEMBER 25, 2011

e

SPORTS
Soccer heads to State Cup » 18

INSIDE THIS WEEK

BUSINESS NEWS 7

B NEWS: New Safeway opens at Bernal/Valley 5§
B NEWS: Food pantries to get needed storage 6
B LIVING: Holiday cheer takes to local stages 14

NEW
SECTIONS

TRI-VALLEY LIFE 14

Arts & Entertainment




L] U5 GATER
« 010U

eo\?

o
BRCITAN
$

We are passionate about the enjoyment of food
and want to help you enjoy every moment
with friends, loved ones and colleagues
as you celebrate the joy of eating and living well.

Let us make your event beautiful,
delicious and easy.

Please allow 48 hour notice on all catering orders. A 24 hour notice is required to cancel catering orders.
All menu items are subject to seasonal availability.

WHOLE *ﬁ%«

P(X)DS 100 Sunset Drive, San Ramon

Whole Foods Market

925.355.9000

Store hours: 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. seven days a week.

SAN RAMON wholefoodsmarket.com/sanramon
B3 facebook.
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Let’s chip
in to the
Holiday Fund

alking the downtown
streets last Friday dur-
ing the Pleasanton

Downtown Association’s “Magi-
cal Holiday Evening” and again
Saturday morning for its “Earlier
than the Bird” pajama fest, I saw
some of the most festive crowds
of the year. Customers opened
their purses and wallets to take
advantage of the pre-Christmas
promotions a week before today’s
Black Friday sales at the larger
stores and shopping centers. It
sure looked as if the good times
were here again.

Later Saturday morning, I
stopped by Axis Community
Health’s clinic on Railroad Av-
enue where the mood was more
somber. As usual when Axis
opens it doors, mothers with
very sick young children patient-
ly awaited their turn to be seen
by an Axis nurse and doctor for
medication and advice on how to
help their child. These are some
of the 14,000 patients Axis will
see this year, most of them from
the Tri-Valley including Pleasan-
ton who have little or no health
insurance, many without jobs
and all without the festive smiles
[ saw a few minutes earlier a
block away on Main Street.

Earlier, I talked to Linda Mc-
Keever, executive director of
Open Heart Kitchen, whose col-
leagues at the Pleasanton Rotary
Club answered her appeal for
more than 300 turkeys to feed
an overwhelming number of the
hungry at hot meal serving lines
this Thanksgiving week. Her or-
ganization, which served almost
217,000 meals last year and is
seeing a 25% increase so far in
2011, is the Tri-Valley’s only food
bank. As she puts it, Open Heart
Kitchen is often the bridge that
enables a family to stay on its
feet from week to week.

Both Axis and Open Heart
Kitchen operate almost in eye-
sight of the prosperous, festive
downtown I saw last weekend
and during these past few days
leading up to Thanksgiving.
These organizations do good
work. They are also among the
five beneficiaries of this years
Pleasanton Weekly Holiday
Fund. Contributing a few dollars
to the Holiday Fund as the holi-
days approach could go a long
way toward helping the neediest

By JeB BING
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in our community.

The folks I talked to at Axis
on Saturday or in the Open
Heart Kitchen food line earlier at
Trinity Lutheran Church aren't
homeless or even necessarily job-
less. Some had good company
positions before they were laid
off and lost both their regular
paycheck and health insurance.
One man drives a cab, making
ends meet with fares he collects
driving those with full-time jobs
home from BART.

These needs go beyond Axis
and Open Heart Kitchen. Three
other nonprofits are also on this
year’s list of Holiday Fund re-
cipients: Hope Hospice, the Ryan
Comer Cancer Resource Center
at ValleyCare and Valley Humane
Society. Each provides special
care in our community and
deserves our support. A recent
survey showed that Americans
are giving about 3% less this year
compared to 2010. This down-
ward trend affects these five local
charities, and at a time when
their needs are growing.

That makes contributions to
the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday
Fund even more important and
for at least two reasons:

M For every $1 given to the Hol-
iday Fund, the Tri-Valley Com-
munity Foundation will provide
another $1 in matching funds up
to a total of $100,000, this year’s
campaign goal.

M Second, all administrative
costs are covered by the Pleasan-
ton Weekly.

Unlike contributions that may
go to national organizations
where administrative costs can
skim 15-20% off the top, every
dollar contributed here stays
here. Also, funds contributed
to national charities often don’t
make their way back here again.
Pleasanton and the Tri-Valley are
not on anyone’s list as a demo-
graphic area in need of public
aid, even though if you're poor
in Pleasanton, you're just as poor
as those in other parts of the
country. Please join me in chip-
ping in to our hometown Holi-
day Fund. m
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Shoppers get a jump on holiday shopping at the Stoneridge Shopping
Center ahead of Black Friday. Photo by Glenn Wohltmann. Design by
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We Have Window Coverings Down To A Science

Blinds, Shades
Shutters
and more...

Over 20 years of

¢ Exceptional
Customer Service

® Highest Quality
Products

¢ Great Selections

We also do...

¢ Custom Draperies
* Motorization

* Repairs
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COMMERCE -+ BBB

925.462.1207

Showroom and Factory
located at 4225 Stanley Blvd

near downtown Pleasanton

www.window-ology.com

Contractor’s License #904282

YOUR
FULL SERVICE
ROOFING
CONTRACTOR

Residential
Commercial
Repairs & Re-roofs
Inspections

SPECIALTY
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o
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Mark Kearns <
Owner

Spring & Pleasanton, CA 94566
CSLB 567181

(925) 249-9611

Paid Advertisement

Food Allergies?

Food allergies, particularly in children, are clearly on the rise. According to Dr.
Hugh Sampson, a food allergy specialist at Mt. Sinai School of Medicine in
N.Y. “We are certain that in the future the number of food allergies are going
to increase.”

Many food allergies are classified as “hidden” allergies due to the fact that
an individual may be consuming a food, often times on a daily basis that they
have no idea they are allergic to. Frequently, symptoms such as stomach
aches, irritable bowel syndrome, acid reflux, indigestion, heartburn and
bloating are directly related to food allergies.

Additionally, conditions such as migraine headaches, chronic sinusitis, post
nasal drip, rashes, eczema, chronic fatigue, ADD/ADHD, mood swings and
difficulty losing weight in many cases can be caused by food allergies.

Fortunately, a new, advanced method of allergy elimination is now available
in the United States. Developed over a ten year period in Australia, a new
technology called Advanced Allergy Therapeutics (AAT) is giving new hope
to millions of allergy sufferers.

Not everyone reacts to certain foods. For those who do, their immune system
is reacting to a harmless substance. In other words, an allergy is an error that
causes the immune system to respond inappropriately. Rather than treat the
allergy with shots or medications, AAT is a non-invasive, needle free, drug
free, all natural treatment that eliminates the allergy altogether. AAT is safe
and effective for people of all ages including infants.

AAT is also equally effective in treating airborne allergens such as pollens,
grasses, weeds, trees, molds, dust and dust mites as well as pet allergens,
chemical sensitivities and physical contactants.

AAT is now available in Pleasanton at Allergy Relief Centers located near
Stoneridge Mall. For a limited time, Allergy Relief Centers is offering the initial
consultation and complete testing session, normally a fee of $125, for only $25
to anyone who would like to eliminate their food allergies. A limited number of
appointments are available, so call 925-243-7119 today for your appointment.

For more information please visit www.allergyreliefcenters.com

Boy Scout Troop 911

See’s@ Fundraiser
CANDIES

1 b boxes of Assorted Chocolates, Nuts
and Chews, Toffee-ettes,
1.5 Ib peanut brittle $16.00 each
We also have 4 oz.

kid's Snowman boxes for $6.00 each

We can deliver locally. Please call:
(925) 963-2261 — or — (925) 413-0023

to place your order.
Thanks for supporting the Scouts !!

WISE OLD OWL SAYS

“Let our experts do your
watch and jewelry repairs”

| Watch Battery Special !
: $4 . 95 Installed with ad :
1

|  Limit 2 per family. Lithium batteries not included.

Top Quality 14K-18K Gold & Platinum Jewelry
Many one-of-a-kind designer pieces
Antiquities & Fine Art Objects

Jay Alan Jewelers

739 Main Street, Suite J, Pleasanton

PARKING IN REAR

(925) 462-5200
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NOW OFFERING ZERONA® BODY SLIMMING

Zerona® is the only clinically-proven non-invasive
/ys’ RO MNA

laser slimming treatment that removes fat and
reduces inches with:

* ZERO pain * ZERO surgery * ZERO downtime

Lose 1 dress size in 2 weeks!

Call for Your FREE Consultation!
Lunch,Evening & Saturday appts. available. Call 1-800-MY-BOTOX

NORCAL

Weight Loss Center

Pleasanton ¢ 925 846-5614
374 St. Mary St.

San Ramon ¢ 925 837-6400
2701 Crow Canyon Blvd.

CASINO & HOTEL

RIDE THE BUS TO
JACKSON RANCHERIA

Reserve your seats now for a

FREE

Jackson Rancheria Fun Bus

All participants receive
*10 Free Slot Play
and *5 Dining Credit

Seating is limited and reservations are
required, so call our 24 hour number

800-822-WINN (9466)

today for pick up locations and times

Now offering trips from
Modesto, Manteca,
Stockton, Lodi, Pleasanton,
Livermore, Tracy and Lathrop!

12222 New York Ranch Road Jackson, CA 95642
BO0O-822-WINN (9466) - JacksonCasino.com

Must be 21 or older to ride the bus
Must be or become a Dreamcatcher's Club®
member to redeem offer.
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Happy Holidays from Dr.
Winston and the Amador
Valley Optometric team

Amador Valley

Optometric
Complete eyecare for Men,
Women, Teens, ¢ Children

Trend Styled Eyewear with excellent
frame stylist to help your eyewear needs

“No-Line” Lenses / Computer Lenses

Specialty contact lens care, including
CRT for nearsightedness reduction
and scleral lenses for keratoconus
and irregular corneas

"Dry Eye” Treatment and Management

Macular Degeneration Assessment

L VS

Most Vision Plans
Accepted

Medicare Assignment
Accepted

Keep Your Eyecare Local!
Serving Pleasanton for
more than 30 years

Dr. Barry C. Winston
Faculty, UC Berkeley
School of Optometry

Board Certified in the
Treatment of Ocular Disease

GO CAL BEARS! (Wl

4@
Convenient Weekday & Evening Hours
Black Avenue
Professional Offices
4450-C Black Avenue,
Pleasanton

925.462.2600
off Santa Rita Road behind
Lynnewood Methodist Church

GraHAM-HITCH

MoRTUARY

Dignified Care
& Compassionate Service
Since 1891

Advance Planning
Made Easy
Call Deanna for a FREE

consultation. In-home
visits available.

4167 First Street, Pleasanton

925-846-5624

Crematory Privately Owned
& Operated

FD#429

Streetwise

ASKED ON MAIN STREET

Do you plan to take advantage of the
sales on Black Friday?

Cami Baca
Teacher

No. I’m not a big shopper. I’'m one of those
last-minute procrastinators that does it all
the week before Christmas.

Chloe Adams
Student

| probably won’t go shopping on Black
Friday. | never have. I’'m not really one for
the rush and big crowds.

Kathy Johnson
Retired

Yes. | shop on Black Friday every year with
my daughter. We read the ads and plan
our route. This year might be a little dif-
ferent since so many stores are opening at
midnight. My all-time biggest conquest was
a 55-inch flat-panel Sony television several
years ago.

Janice Metzner
Retired

| don’t shop on Black Friday because |
usually spend that day cleaning up after
celebrating Thanksgiving. This year, | will

be going to Tracy to help a friend with a
garage sale. When | do shop, | will be shop-
ping in downtown Pleasanton for many of
my holiday gift needs.

Gayla De Selle
Retired

| shopped on Black Friday once in my life,
and after being completely overwhelmed,
decided | would never do it again. | shop
throughout the year, and when | find some-
thing that | think someone on my list would
like, I buy it. | also like to shop after Black
Friday to get the big discounts many stores
offer.

—Compiled by Kerry Nally

Have a Streetwise question? E-mail editor@PleasantonWeekly.com

The Pleasanton Weekly is published every Friday by Embarcadero Media, 5506 Sunol Blvd.,
Suite 100, Pleasanton, CA 94566; (925) 600-0840. Mailed at Periodicals Postage Rate,
USPS 020407. The Weekly is mailed upon request to homes and apartments in Pleasanton.
Print subscriptions for businesses or residents of other communities are $60 per year or
$100 for two years. Go to www.PleasantonWeekly.com to sign up and for more informa-
tion. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Pleasanton Weekly, 5506 Sunol Blvd., Suite

100, Pleasanton, CA 94566. © 2011 by Embarcadero Media. All rights reserved. Reproduction
without permission is strictly prohibited.



Newsfront

DIGEST

Parade, tree lighting
next weekend

Pleasanton’s annual Home-
town Holiday Celebration takes
place from 5-7:30 p.m. next Sat-
urday, Dec. 3, along Main Street.
The centerpiece of this [ree event,
which is hosted by the city, is a
festive parade followed by the
lighting of a holiday tree in front
of the Museum on Main.

The parade always kicks off
with one of Pleasanton’s high
school marching bands, and this
year Amador Valley High will lead
the parade. The band is followed
by dozens of holiday inspired en-
tries including Pleasantons own
Balloon Platoon, the Pleasanton
City Council, hundreds of Cub
Scouts and Brownies, local car
clubs and dog clubs and more.

Main Street will close to traf-
fic at 4 p.m. If it rains that day,
a parade cancellation telephone
hotline will be updated each hour
after 2:30 p.m. Call 931-5352.

Grant application
workshops

The cities of Pleasanton, Dub-
lin and Livermore will co-sponsor
two application workshops for
all fiscal year 2012-13 Pleasanton
Housing and Human Services
and Community grants, Dublin
Community Development Block
grants and Livermore Housing
and Human Services grants. The
workshops are designed for non-
profit organizations that serve
Tri-Valley residents.

Staff will discuss the online
application process being used
for all three city grant programs
and will distribute information
at the workshops. Attendance
at one of the scheduled work-
shops, which are identical, is
mandatory in order to apply
for Livermore funding and is
strongly encouraged for the cit-
ies of Dublin and Pleasanton.

The first workshop is from 10
a.m.-noon, Tuesday, Dec. 6, at the
Pleasanton City Council Cham-
ber, 200 Old Bernal Ave. The
second workshop will be from
1:30-3:30 p.m., Wednesday, Dec.
7, at the Livermore City Council
Chamber, 3575 Pacific Ave.

To RSVP, contact Sheryl Jen-
kins at 960-4434 or email sljen-
kins@ci.livermore.ca.us.

Holiday library hours

The Pleasanton Public Library
is open this weekend after being
closed yesterday and today for
Thanksgiving. It will be closed
Dec. 23-26 for the Christmas
holidays as well as Jan. 1-2.

The library offers free 20-min-
ute consultations with an expe-
rienced employment recruiter
for help with resume writing,
employment web sites and on-
line applications. Stop by the
Reference Desk to schedule a
free appointment.

Safeway opens new Pleasanton Lifestyle store

Supermarket is newest of 270 Safeway stores in Northern California region

By JEB BING

Shoppers continued to fill Safe-
way’s new Lifestyle supermarket at
Bernal and Valley avenues in Pleas-
anton this week as the store marks
its first week of operation.

Open 24 hours a day, the
58,000-square-foot store, the sec-
ond Safeway supermarket in Pleas-
anton, is the newest of 270 Safeway
stores in the company’s Northern
California division.

Other businesses in the retail cen-
ter next to Safeway also prepared
for opening, including two banks,

Steve Burd, president, chief ex-
ecutive officer and chairman of
the board of Safeway Inc., which
has its headquarters about a mile
away on Stoneridge Mall Road
in Pleasanton, told a welcoming
crowd at opening day ceremo-
nies Nov. 17 that the Pleasanton
retail center is one of 37 Safeway-
owned shopping centers, making
the company one of the largest
developers in the business.

He also thanked Pleasanton
Mayor Jennifer Hosterman and
members of the City Council and

a restaurant and other retailers.
A new McDonalds is planned for
the unpaved portion of the prop-
erty near the northbound I-680
off-ramp at Bernal. Don Wright,
senior vice president of real estate
for Safeway, also told a real estate

group last month that a Safeway
gas station might be added at the
site in the near future.

TERRY VANDERHEIDEN - IMAGE LIGHT
Safeway’s new Lifestyle supermarket at Valley and Bernal avenues is now open
24 hours a day.

The new store has 250 employ-
ees, including 200 just hired who
started on opening day.

the Planning Commission for their
help in processing the approvals
needed to build the development,
pointing out that another recently
opened Safeway took 20 years be-
fore finally winning the building
permits needed. m

GLENN WOHLTMANN

Dillon Rose, 6, and her 8-year-old brother
Cameron offer a sign of encouragement for the
family of Joshua “Chachi” Corral, the 19-year-
old Marine killed Friday in Afghanistan; mother
Denise Corral, right, receives an embrace; hun-
dreds line the street near the family home when
they returned from Dover, where their son’s
body arrived.

Crowd gathers to honor Danville
Marine killed in Afghanistan

Corporal was one of several 2010 SRVHS grads
who enlisted together

BY GLENN WOHLTMANN

Hundreds of people turned out Monday af-
ternoon to honor the family of Joshua “Chachi”
Corral, the 19-year-old Marine from Danville
who was killed Friday in Afghanistan.

Lining both sides of the street for about a
half mile, friends, neighbors and well wishers
talked quietly as they waited for the family’s
return from Dover, Del., where they claimed
Corral’s body.

The young marine’ father spoke to some of
the crowd from the front deck of the family’s
home on Bountiful Court.

“Thank you for being here today,” said Cor-
ral’s father, Arnie. “It’s a bit overwhelming.”

Danville Mayor Karen Stepper said the
2010 San Ramon Valley High School graduate
volunteered with a number of friends, calling
them Danville’s own band of brothers.

Family friend Kelly Miller helped organize
the homecoming, spreading the word to par-
ents with children on sports teams, as did the
Pleasanton Military Families Support Group
and the East Bay Blue Star Moms.

Miller said everyone in Danville who's been

See MARINE on Page 6

Crystal bell honors
firefighters

Harrington Art Partnership installs
bell at Firehouse Arts Center

A stunning optic bell composed of four types
of glass has been installed at Pleasanton’s Fire-
house Arts Center to represent the historical
fire bell that was once used in the old fire sta-
tion at the site to sound a public notice of a fire
in the community.

The public art
piece is the latest
donated through
the  Harrington
Art  Partnership.
Nancy and Gary
Harrington com-
missioned the 400-
pound optic crystal
bell, known as the
“Firehouse Crystal
Bell,” which was
created by glass art-
ist Jack Storms.

Situated in the
lobby of the year-
old Firehouse Arts
Center, the piece
honors all firefight-
ers in a building
that once served
as the citys first
Fire Station No. 1.
First constructed
in 1929, a section
of the old firehouse
remains as a key part of the new center.

A plaque with a poetic inscription penned by
past Pleasanton Poet Laureate Deborah Gross-
man is situated at the base of the bell.

The optic bell, which contains more than
8,000 pieces, is composed of four types of
glass: optic leaded crystal, optic unleaded glass,
starphire and dichoroic glass. A specially de-
signed lathe was made to shape the bell, while
the bell’s granite base was made by Bob Mattos.
The metal stand for the bell was created by Tim
Orr of Torr Industries.

The bell has some distinction within the port-
folio of its artist, Jack Storms of Red Bluff, whose

See BELL on Page 6

DINO VOURNAS

The Firehouse Crystal Bell in
its granite base with an in-
scription by past Poet Laure-
ate Deborah Grossman.
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Eiffel Tower fun: Dan, Andrew, 14, Robbie, 12, and Janeen Brumm visit
the Eiffel Tower on a two-week trip touring London, Paris, and Rome. “While
in London, we visited our next-door neighbors, the Cranes, who have been
living there for three years but are moving home this summer,” said Janeen.

MARINE

Continued from Page 5

support,” said Police Chief Steve
Simpkins. “They deserve it.”

Also among those waiting were
members of the Blue Star Moms,
the name a reference to World
War 11, when families with a son
killed in action displayed a blue
star in a window of their home.

“We're here to honor the Corral
family and their sacrifice,” said
Blue Star Mom Vicki Carlson.
“We want them to know how
much we love them and support
them.”

Many of those lining the street
awaiting the family’s return car-
ried signs; a group of high school
friends stood outside the family
home carrying a long banner that
read, “Legends never die. We love
you Chachi. Once a hero, always
a hero.” m

on a team knew Corral or one of
his three brothers.

“He volunteered to be a (mine)
sweeper. He did it voluntarily —
he wanted to make a difference
with his life,” Miller said. “He just
had a larger than life personality.”

Miller also helped organize a
candlelight vigil Tuesday evening
at Oak Hill Park in Danville. She
said that no church in Danville
is big enough to hold all those
who’d want to attend.

Members of both the San
Ramon Valley Fire Protection
District and the Danville Police
Department turned out to pay
their respects to the family.

“We're here just trying to show

Lol (Blirs

SSISTANCE YOU'NEED. |

I ndependence is all about choice. In how you
grow your mind....In how you relax your
body...In how you nurture your spirit. The
Parkview is all about choice. Because you're old
enough to do whatever you choose.

WHEN LIVING ALONE

BECAME TOO DIFFICULT,
| KNEw | NEEDED A
CHANGE. As MUCH As |
LOVE MY CHILDREN,
MOVING IN WITH THEM
SIMPLY WASN'T AN
OPTION FOR ME. | LIKE
THE PRIVACY OF MY OWN
APARTMENT. |’VE BEEN
INDEPENDENT ALL MY
LIFE, AND | PLAN

TO STAY THAT WAY.

The Parkview features apartments with
kitchenettes and an array of amenities. Separate
memory care accommodations are on-site.

Call today for more information
or to schedule a tour.

THE P.Ju.nwnxx*

100 VALLEY AVENUE (FORMERLY JUNIPERO ST.)
PLEASANTON

@ 925-461-3042

License #015601283 WWW.ESKATON.ORG MANAGED BY ESKATON
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Food pantries to get storage

Nonprofits, city working together to build facility

By DoLORES Fox CIARDELLI

Did you have trouble finding
room in the fridge for your turkey
this week? Now think of the space
needed by Open Heart Kitchen,
which stores more than 700 tur-
keys each year between November
and December.

The city of Pleasanton and its
Human Services Commission is
partnering with Open Heart Kitch-
en to help meet its growing need
for a storage facility, given that it
has seen a 34% increase in meals
served since 2007, last year provid-
ing almost 217,000.

“Its all about collaboration when

working on the issue of hunger,” said
Linda McKeever, executive director
of Open Heart Kitchen. “We believe
it will get us to this next, critical step
to have a central location that would
allow all pantries to receive, store
and share donated food.”

Storage units for dry, refrigerated
and frozen goods will be available
for all the food pantries, includ-
ing Tri-Valley Haven and Inter-
faith Sharing Pantry. Sometimes the
nonprofit groups have had to turn
away donations for lack of storage.

Safeway just donated $20,000 to
support the project as part of the
events to open its new Pleasanton

store. Open Heart Kitchen also al-
located $20,000 toward the project,
and another $11,973 was awarded
through the Pleasanton Housing and
Human Services grant program.

An estimated $56,000 is still need-
ed to complete the project, which
will eventually house the three stor-
age units at the Pleasanton Opera-
tion Services Center on Busch Road.
The project includes site preparation
(grading, electrical, drainage, asphalt,
and fencing) and the purchase of the
actual storage units.

For more information, call Com-
munity Services Manager Kathleen
Yurchak at 931-5346. m

Bit of home for the holidays

Pleasanton Military Families send 265 packages to troops in war zones

u 11; TTTm

Members of the Pleasanton Mili-
tary Families Support Group and
other volunteers packed 265 cartons
of materials over the weekend to be
sent to Pleasanton troops serving in
Afghanistan and the Persian Gulf.

The packages contain personal
care products, food, snacks, books,
cards and Christmas garlands.
Among the donations were 14 ar-
tificial Christmas trees with lights,
which will be sent separately.

Pat Frizzell of the military fami-
lies” organization said postage for
the packages is estimated at $3,600,
which will be paid by the group
and $3,100 in specific cash and
check donations for the project,
including large donations from the
Pleasanton Lions Club and Eagle
Scout Jack Reed. m

SHEE

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Mikkel Ricafrente is excited about getting to pack a Christmas care package
for his father, Army Master Sgt. Erwin Ricafrente of Pleasanton, who is serv-

ing in lraq.

Thank you for
serving the U.S.A.

Congressman Jerry McNerney and
Jennifer Amiel, Director of Education
at the Museum on Main, look over
Holiday Cards for the Troops that
were written Friday night during the
Magical Holiday Evening event spon-
sored by the Pleasanton Downtown
Association. The congressman is
also collecting cards for the troops
at his Pleasanton office. Write a
message inside a card to a service
member and deliver unsealed cards
to 5776 Stoneridge Mall Rd., Suite
175, by Thursday, Dec. 15.

BELL

Continued from Page 5

internationally sought-after small-
er works typically take six to 10
weeks to complete. Storms spent
approximately two years working
on the optic bell for the Harrington

Art Partnership.

Among his other works was an
emissarial gift to the president of
Nigeria to observe the opening of
the first blood bank on the conti-
nent of Africa, and the awards for
the Los Angeles Music Awards.

Artist Storm and the Har-

ringtons joined firefighters and
city officials Nov. 12 at a cer-
emony where the new bell was
unveiled. The crystal bell can be
seen in the lobby of the Firehouse
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave.,
in downtown Pleasanton.

—Jeb Bing



Business News

Edited by Jeb Bing

Chamber’s ‘mixer’ a hit with local businesses
Year-end event draws hundreds to check out each other

Several hundred business owners and their employees
turned out for the final Pleasanton Chamber of Com-
merce business mixer earlier this month, held at the
Pleasanton Hilton Hotel.

Called a business-to-business networking opportunity
at the local level, the mixers are popular among firms
that count on doing business with each other or building
new relationships with owners and representatives.

“It’s part of our service to the members of the chamber
to give them a chance to do business with each other, to
maintain their contacts, names and brand recognition,”
said Scott Raty, president and chief executive of the
Pleasanton Chamber.

“We have three of these programs each year and our
members believe they contribute to the sense of doing
business locally,” he added.

Earlier this year the chamber also sponsored a “Con-
sumer Showcase” at the Stoneridge Shopping Center,
which Raty described as a business-to-consumer event.
Because of the popularity of this first-ever event, Raty
said the chamber is working to schedule another one in
2012. m

JEB BING
Top right: At the Chamber’s business mixer, Kathy Thibo-
deaux of E &S Ring Management Corp., shows development
plan for a proposed apartment complex and retail center on
vacant land at Bernal Avenue and Stanley Boulevard, across
from McDonald’s. Site is also on the list of parcels identified
for rezoning for affordable housing units.
Bottom right: Realtor Tom Fox talks to Aman Prasad, man-
ager of the Tst United Services Credit Union branch, dur-
ing the Pleasanton Chamber’s business mixer earlier this
month.

PLEDGE TO SHOP SMALL:
* K %

SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY.

3rd quarter earnings
up 19% at Pleasanton-
based Ross Stores

Company also announced 2-for-1 stock split

Pleasanton-based Ross Stores Inc. has reported earnings per share
for the 13 weeks ended Oct. 29 rose 24% to $1.26, up from $1.02
for the 13 weeks ended Oct. 30, 2010.

These results reflected an increase on top of 21% and 91% gains
in the third quarters of 2010 and 2009, respectively.

Net earnings for the third quarter ended Oct. 29 grew 19% to
$144.0 million, up from $121.4 million for the third quarter a year
ago. Fiscal 2011 third quarter sales increased 9% to $2.046 billion,
with comparable store sales up 5% over the prior year.

“We are pleased with our above-plan sales and earnings in the
third quarter and first nine months of 2011, especially considering
this growth was achieved on top of exceptional increases in the
prior two years,” said Michael Balmuth, vice chairman and chief
executive officer.

“Our strong revenue gains continue to be driven mainly by our
ability to deliver compelling bargains on a wide assortment of ex-
citing name brand fashions for the family and the home to today’s
increasingly value-focused consumers,” he added. “In addition,
operating our business on lower in-store inventories is driving
faster turns and lower markdowns, which continues to benefit
profit margins.”

The company also announced that its board of directors has ap-
proved a two-for-one stock split to be paid in the form of a 100%
stock dividend on Dec. 15 to stockholders of record as of Nov. 29.
In addition, the board declared a regular quarterly cash dividend of
$.22 per share, or $.11 per share post-split, payable on Dec. 30 to
stockholders of record as of Nov. 29. m

First, there was Black Friday. Then, there was Cyber Monday. Now, there’s Small Business Saturday, a day for all the small businesses that fuel the
economy and invigorate your community. Show your support by pledging to shop small on November 26. If millions of people shop small, it will be huge.

NOV 26
FACEBOOK.COM/SHOPSMALL

AMERICAN EXPRESS

Founding Partner
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CLOCK REPAIR -...., sov.

Free Estimates

Free Pick-up & Delivery in Tri-Valley

Byfield’s Clock Shop cai 25) 736-9165

Garing for the Tri-Valley for over 30 years!

Have a Flexible Spending Account?
LASIK, prescription glasses and sunglasses, contact
lenses, and eye care services are a great way to use
money in your Flexible Spending Account. Call us
today to schedule a free LASIK consultation, update
L " your glasses prescription, see our extensive selection
of fashion eyewear, or order contact lenses before
December 31. Call today to set up an appointment or
come in and visit our optical department where our
C vision care experts are happy to assist you to SEE
C YOUR BEST AND LOOK YOUR BEST!

Jonathan Savell M.D., Michael Gagnon M.D.
Gina Trentacosti 0.D., and Jimmy Yip 0.D.

VALLEY EYECARE CENTER
Medical Associates

925-460-5000 925-449-4000
5575 W. Las Positas Blvd. #240, Pleasanton 28 Fenton St., Livermore

www.ValleyEyeCareCenter.com “With a VEG prescription

Your Search Ends Right Here!

2y ¥ Custom Care Pharmacies in Pleasanton
and San Ramon welcome all major insurance

plans in 2012 including Express Scripts

[ RAMON_

SAN Z=XION

Custom Care Pharmacy

124 Market Place | San Ramon
(next to Nob Hill) 225.830.0555
Qam-/pm Mon-Fri; Qam-4pm Sat
www.sanramoncustomcare.com

4271 First Street | Pleasanton
(In Pleasant Plaza) 925.846.4455
Qam-/pm Mon-Fri; Qam-4pm Sat
www.pleasantoncustomcare.com

Our name is our commitment.

HAIR S TUJIO

Men’s Haircut ! Kid’s Haircut
Special $©9%9 | special $9°9°

With coupon only. 1 With coupon only.
Not valid with other offers. ! Not valid with other offers.

Opinion
EDITORIAL

Hosterman vs. Canadas tar sands

THE OPINION OF THE WEEKLY

e don't often comment on national or global issues,

but since Mayor Jennifer Hosterman is speaking out

publicly on behalf of the city of Pleasanton against
the Keystone Canadian pipeline crossing into the U.S., we
thought we’d chime in, too. Of course, Hosterman, an avowed
environmentalist who serves on U.S. Conference of Mayors
committees, is entitled to her opinions on national issues. She
has supported the Kyoto Accord, smokestack regulations and
clean air and climate control measures.

Yet her latest protest may be a bit far afield for the position she
was elected to serve. Without any approval (as far as we know)
from her colleagues on the City Council or a vote in favor by
her constituents, Hosterman joined an outspoken coalition of
American mayors in an effort to block the transport of Alberta’s
tar sands oil across the U.S. to the Texas Gulf Coast through a
$13 billion Keystone XL pipeline. Hearing the mayors and other
protestors, President Obama last week put the project on hold
until after the 2012 national elections.

A much-relieved Hosterman wrote on Facebook this week: “I
spoke against this project and think it needs to be canceled all
together. But this is a good start.”

Earlier, Hosterman expressed her concerns in a letter signed
by 103 mayors: “When the President said recently that he
thought ‘folks in Nebraska like all across the country’ aren't
going to trade putting our kids’ health at risk from contami-
nated drinking water, or potentially harming agriculture in our
heartlands all for ‘a few thousand jobs,” he hit the nail on the
head. In fact, we don’t need to make the trade at all. Jobs that
are actually good for the environment can employ people across
the country, whereas the Keystone XL pipeline will create jobs
only for a small number of people in a few states, and not neces-
sarily where jobs are needed most.”

We’re not pipeline or tar sand specialists, so we won't weigh in
on whether the Keystone project would help reduce the coun-
try’s dependence on overseas oil resources as its proponents
argue or if its too dangerous to cross the Sand Hills region of
Nebraska, as that state’s governor suggests. But at the same time,
the issue may also be too far a stretch for Mayor Hosterman’s
expertise, even with her law degree. It certainly seems disin-
genuous for her to speak on behalf of the people of Pleasanton
about tar sands and oil pipelines when there’s so much more at
stake right here at home. m

LETTERS

paralyzed the next year.

Love your kids, let them play,
let them be kids, because you
don’t know when “life” will add or

Women’s Haircut . g¢E=o00
Special $q4 599 0015 OFF
| Collor Highlight

*Long hair extra
With coupon only. : With coupon only.
Not valid with other offers. Not valid with other offers.

Expires 11.30.11 1 Bxpires 11.30.11

925-417-1635
5410 Sunol Blvd. #4, Pleasanton

Walk Ins Welcome M-F 9:30am-6:30pm + Sat 9:30pm-6pm « Sun 9:30am-5:36pm
Haircuts - Facials - Waxing - Highlights - Perms and more

PhotoGallery

Share your photos of
sports, events, travel
and fun stuff at
PleasantonWeekly.com
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Wanting the best vs.
wanting just to walk

Dear Editor,

I found it so disturbing to read
last week (Nov. 18) on one page
about parents competing to have
their children be better than the
next and on the other page a story
about a young Pleasanton girl re-
cently paralyzed from an accident. 1
have lived in Pleasanton for 31 years
and saw how competitive it could
be. But it was even more disturb-
ing because 1 have a daughter who
was paralyzed in 1998 almost in the
same way Katie was. This daughter
was asked at age 14 to play on a
well-known competitive, traveling
league. My late husband and I dis-
cussed it and decided it would take
away from the rest of the family so
we told her she could not. She was

take away something you took for
granted. I raised my three daugh-
ters in that neighborhood where
the author lives and they are grown
with college degrees, but there is a
lesson here big time. We all want
or wanted the best for our kids
but not at the expense of rob-
bing them of their childhood. My
daughter was robbed at 14 and
Katie now, but it doesn’t stop them
from achieving amazing things. My
daughter is a USC grad and work-
ing on a web page making travel for
disabled accessible and enjoyable.
How sad 1 feel for these parents
who put such importance in who
got the best teacher, the best shoes,
the best team, made the best shot,
when all Katie’s parents, I'm sure,
and I want for our daughters is to
be able to walk.
Elaine Olson
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COMMUNITY PULSE ® TRANSITIONS

POLICE BULLETIN

Two employees arrested in Sears thefts

Two Sears employees have been charged with em-
bezzlement in separate thefts that both occurred on

Nov. 18.

Jaysn D. Van Asten, 29, was arrested at 3:44 p.m.
in connection with the theft of $44 in pants, a $30
hatbox, and three polo shirts valued at a total of $72.

Raquell Erlana Robertson, 23, was arrested at 5:30
p-m. in the theft of $305 in jewelry, $105 worth of cloth-

ing, two purses valued at $36 apiece and nail polish.
In other police reports:
Blake Anthony Garcia, 24, was arrested at about

7:42 p.m. Nov. 15 in the theft of a $40 Xbox game

from Wal-Mart.

A Nov. 17 home burglary in the 8000 block of Can-
yon Creek Circle netted electronics and video games
worth nearly $9,000.

Taken in the theft was a $3,500 digital camera with

a custom lens, a $2,000 desktop computer, a $2,000
flatscreen TV, a WII video game console worth $300,
a $300 Xbox video game console and $400 in games
for both. The report was called in at 4:00 p.m.; a bath-
room window had been left unlocked.

POLICE REPORT

The Pleasanton Police Department
made the following information avail-
able. Under the law, those charged
with offenses are considered innocent
until convicted.

Nov. 15
Theft

m1:07 p.m. in the first block of
Stoneridge Mall Road; possession of
stolen property

m5:13 p.m. in the 3100 block of Santa
Rita Road; misappropriation of prop-
erty, under the influence of a con-
trolled substance

Nov. 16

Theft

W 12:40 p.m. in the 7000 block of
Johnson Drive; petty theft

m2:38 p.m. in the 4300 block of
Foothill Road; petty theft

m3:32 p.m. in the 1700 block of Santa
Rita Road; petty theft

m4:29 p.m. in the 1700 block of Santa
Rita Road; auto theft

Auto burglary

m3:06 p.m. in the 3200 block of
Balmoral Court

Vandalism

W 12:57 p.m. at the intersection of
Bernal Avenue and Tawny Drive

Public drunkenness

m5:47 p.m. in the 5100 block of
Golden Road

Nov. 17

Theft

m4:30 p.m. in the 4100 block of Mohr
Avenue; embezzlement, theft from an
elder or dependent adult

m7:32 p.m. in the 5800 block of Owens
Drive; auto theft

Burglary

m4 p.m. in the 8000 block of Canyon
Creek Circle

Vandalism

m11:04 a.m. in the 4500 block of First
Street

Under the influence of a controlled
substance

m8:05 a.m. at the intersection of Mohr
Avenue and Kamp Drive

Nov. 18

Theft

m1:02 p.m. in the 6200 block of Wade
Court; identity theft

m1:36 p.m. in the 1700 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road; embezzlement

m3:09 p.m. in the 1500 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft

m3:54 p.m. in the 1500 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft

m4:49 p.m. in the 1700 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road; embezzlement

m5:31 p.m. in the 1100 block of Santa
Rita Road; petty theft

Auto burglary

m7:22 a.m. in the 7700 block of Olive Dr

Vandalism

W7 a.m. at the intersection of Main
Street and Vervais Avenue

m9:33 a.m. in the 3700 block of
Stoneridge Drive

m5:39 p.m. in the 400 block of Old
Bernal Avenue

m7:34 p.m. in the 9200 block of
Longview Drive

Drug/alcohol violations

m11:34 a.m. at the intersection of

Owens Drive and W. Las Positas
Boulevard

m6:35 p.m. in the 2100 block of
Armstrong Drive; DUI

m8:39 p.m. in the 4200 block of First
Street; public drunkenness

Nov. 19
Petty theft
m3 p.m. in the 1700 block of

Stoneridge Mall Road

W 5:48 p.m. in the 4500 block of
Rosewood Drive

m8 p.m. in the 1500 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road

Battery

m8:56 p.m. in the 4300 block of First
Street

Vehicle break-in

m8:34 a.m. in the 3400 block of
Andrews Drive

Alcohol violations

W 1:29 a.m. at the intersection of Valley
Avenue and Boulder Street; DUI

m8:47 a.m. in the 4200 block of
Rosewood Drive; public drunkenness

m11:03 p.m. in the 7000 block of
Johnson Drive; DUI

Nov. 20

Hit and run

m1:17 a.m. at the intersection of Bernal
Avenue and Meadowlark Drive

Public drunkenness
m2:04 a.m. in the 4100 block of Stanley
Boulevard

Nov. 21

Petty theft

m1:47 p.m. in the first block of
Stoneridge Mall Road

m6:37 p.m. in the 1300 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road

Vandalism

m9:20 a.m. in the 5900 block of Laurel
Creek Drive

m9:56 a.m. in the 3200 block of Arbor
Drive

Drug/alcohol violations

m1:07 a.m. in the 3000 block of
Hopyard Road; public drunkenness

m9:16 p.m. in the 800 block of Main
Street; driving with marijuana

OBITUARIES

Robert (Bob) Charles
Cannon

Former Resident of
Pleasanton

Bob Cannon, 52, of Oklahoma
passed away unexpectedly Oct.
9,2011. He was
born in Buf-
falo, New York
to Patsy and
Charles Can-
non on June 20,
1959. He lived
in Tonawanda,
New York; Den-
ver, Colorado;
Placentia, California;

Dayton,
Ohio; Pleasanton and area cities,
California and Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma. He was a member

of the first graduating class of
Foothill High School (1977). He
excelled in tennis and golf and
played on his high school team
all 4 years. He traveled competi-
tively for tennis. Bob joined the
Army after high school and was
stationed in Germany where he
met his wife Maggie and married
in 1982. He worked 20 years for
Farmer’s Insurance (Dublin, CA
and Oklahoma City). Moving up
through the ranks, his last posi-
tion was as a Software Develop-
ment Lead. Bob always enjoyed
a variety of sports and began
running over the last five years.
He participated in many mara-
thons, ranking extremely high in
many of his races. Even though
he moved to Oklahoma 12 years
ago, his devotion to the San
Francisco 49ers never changed.
He loved a variety of music and
celebrated anniversaries with his
wife at jazz festivals.

Bob is survived by his wife of 29
years, Maggie Cannon of Oklaho-
ma City, OK and their three chil-
dren Renee, Nathan and Justin, all
of Oklahoma; his father, Charles
Cannon and step-mother June of
Pleasanton, CA; Sisters, Debra
(Neil) Cannon Ardoline of West-
minster, CO and Karen (Mark)
Cannon Hitesman of Pleasanton,
CA as well as many nieces, neph-
ews, aunts and uncles. He was
predeceased by his mother Patsy
Puderbaugh Cannon.

Friends and family are invited to
attend a celebration of Bob’s life
which will be held at Rock Bible
Church, 4100 1st Street in Pleas-
anton, CA on November 26, 2011
at 3:00 p.m. A service will also be
held on November 17, 2011 at the
family church in Oklahoma City.

In lieu of flowers, please send
donations to his favorite charity,
Samaritans Purse, in Bob’s name.
www.samaritanspurse.org.

WEEKLY MEETING NOTICES

Planning Commission
Wednesday, November 30, 2011 at 7:00 p.m.

Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

* P11 0836, CTR Motors - Application for a Conditional Use Permit
to operate an automobile warehouse for wholesale and internet
sales at 2118 Rheem Drive.

P11-0709/P11-0717, Dave Cunningham - Applications for
Design Review approval to replace the approximately 482
square foot single story house located at 205 Neal Street with

an approximately 1,844 square foot two-story residence; and for
Variances from the Pleasanton Municipal Code to: (1) reduce
the front yard setback from the required 23 feet to 20 feet to
accommodate the new house; (2) allow one required off-street
parking space to be located in the required front yard setback;
and (3) allow tandem parking.

P11-0458, Ron Panich - Application for Design Review approval
to demolish an existing duplex structure located on the west side
of the property located at 446 Sycamore Road and to construct
an approximately 2,739 square foot addition to the existing
residence and related site improvements.

Energy and Environment Committee - Workshop
Thursday, December 1, 2011 at 5:00 p.m.
Operations Service Center, 3333 Busch Road

¢ Discussion regarding annual planning

Downtown Hospitality Guidelines Task Force Meeting
December 1, 2011, 6:30 pm

Operations Service Center, 3333 Busch Road

e The City's Downtown Hospitality Guidelines Task Force will
develop a set of guidelines that addresses key elements in
creating a positive and responsible environment for downtown
vitality. The task force’s discussions will be focused on areas
including public safety, music and entertainment, outdoor
activities and transportation.

To be added to the email list for agenda packets and additional
Downtown Hospitality Guidelines Task Force information, please
email your request to tsnyder@ci.pleasanton.ca.us. For further
information or questions, see our website at www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/
business/planning/DH/DowntownHospitality.html

ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
AND PUBLIC COMMENT IS WELCOME

The above represents a sampling of upcoming meeting items.

For complete information, please visit
www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/community/calendar

“Lasting Memories”

now on PleasantonWeekly.com

Honor your loved one and let friends
and family know with an obituary.

Visitors to PleasantonWeekly.com can now submit
a memorial (including photos and video),
search recent obituaries and write a remembrance
through Pleasanton Weekly’s obituary directory.

PleasantonWeekly.com/obituaries

For information about an obituary
in the Pleasanton Weekly, call 600-0840.

Looking for furniture, electronics,
sporting goods, household items
freebies? Browse classifieds online =

or place an ad today! \)

fogster.com
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~

Pleasanton Weekly ® November 25, 2011 ® Page 9



© S2Y NpETIES
@)L PITLA £,

Italian Style Spaghetti & Ravioli
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Early Dinner Special

rom 4-6 daily)

(Served
ANy Large Two-Topping Pizza and a Pitchier of Soda for only $25.00 (s 1)

(Addirional Toppings Available)

Dine-In Only

Lunches ¢ Dinners ¢ Beers on Tap * Orders to Go
288 Main Street 846-2520 » www.gayninetiespizza.com

— Open 7 Days —

FONTINA Zetoraze.

Enjoy your favorite Italian dishes with our
seasonal menu and daily specials

AWARD-WINNING
RESTAURANT FEATURING:

e Join Our VIP Card Program
§ * 3 New Specialties Every Week
e Seasonal & Vegetarian Menus

e Full Bar - Featuring Premium
Cocktails

e Open Patio
e Weekend Champagne Brunch

e Children’s Menu
Kids eat free Mon & Tues

e Catering Services

ston e,
pe %,

PLEASANTON

COME IN TO SEE OUR
NEWLY REMODELED RESTAURANT!

925.462.9299

349 MAIN ST., DOWNTOWN PLEASANTON
WWW.FONTINAS.COM

HANDCRAFTED FRESH ITALIAN
Enjoy Your Holiday!

Let us host your office party
or friends and family gathering

Join long-time Pleasanton residents & experience
Our Families’ Authentic Italian
Culinary Heritage
Enjoy family recipes, house-made pastas
and desserts. A unique downtown experience!

Winner of Bon Appétit
Best Dessert in October 2010

House-made Pastas and Sauces
Patio Dining e Italian & California Wines

CALL US FOR
YOUR RESERVATIONS
425-0099

680 Main Street ® Downtown Pleasanton

. www.FornoVecchio.com
F(')R.No\]eccl'uo

restaurant

<= OpenTable
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ON THE TOWN/ #&.

Eddie Papa’s American
Hangout

4889 Hopyard Road,
Pleasanton, 469-6266. Winner
of The Pleasanton Weekly's

Reader Choice Awards for “Best

American Food Resfaurant” and
"Best Meal under $20,"” Eddie
Papa’s American Hangout
celebrates the regional food
and beverage cultures of
America. Bring the whole family
fo enjoy iconic dishes from
across the United States, Old
World Hospitality, and hand
crafted arfisan cockfails.
www.eddiepapas.com.

BARBECUE
Red Smoke Grill

4501 Hopyard Road,
Pleasanton, 734-0307. Home of
the Tri Tip and Blue, Red Smoke
Grill was Voted Reader’s Choice
Best 2006, 2007, 2008, 2010
and 2011. Dine in or take out
rofisserie chicken, ribs, prawns,
salads and tri tip, or pulled pork
sandwiches. Relax with a beer
or a bottle of wine. Visit
www.redsmokegill.com.

BREWPUB/ALEHOUSE

The Hop Yard American
Alehouse and Grill

3015H Hopyard Road,
Pleasanton, 426-9600.

Voted Best Watering Hole in
Pleasanton, The Hop Yard offers
30 craft beers on tap as well as
great food. The full-service menu
includes appetizers, salads and
grilled fare that will bring you
back time and again. Banquet
facilities available. On the web
at www.hopyard.com.

470 Market Place, San Ramon,
277-9600. Featuring a giant
8-foot projection screen for
maijor sporting events, they also
feature 30 beers on tap and a
great grill. Go in for the beer,
go back for the food. More af
www.hopyard.com.

b

Bring this voucher in during November
toredeemyour$15

';;'

Voucher valid for use in November 2011, from 5pm daily.
Voucher is redeemable on purchases of two entrees or more.

One voucher redeemable per two guests,

maximum three vouchers per table of six guests or more.

OCEAN BLISS

JapaaEse Corsive

=N : When Spending Over$20

NOW OPEN

in Downtown Pleasanton
- Sushi House
- Traditional Japanese Kitchen

...............................

10% oF

Onetime only for each table. Exp. 12/31/11

.
Secesesesesscscscsesssssscscscse

05-L1-5908

600 Main Street & Division St.

Next to Yolatea
Downtown Pleasanton

To have your
restaurant listed
in this dining
directory,
please call the
Pleasanton Weekly
Advertising
Department at

(925) 600-0840

=
(=4
>
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Our Thanksgiving
Gift to You!

Call now to make a reservation:
(925) 600 0411
www.nonnisbistro.net

425 Main St,

Pleasanton CA 94566

Bloggers and
freelance
writers
wanted.

Email writing
samples to editor@
pleasantonweekly.com.




ON THE TOWN @ CALENDAR

St., Livermore. Call Julie or Amelia
373-0222.

HoLipAy Foobp DRIVE CPA firm JL
Consulting is coordinating a holi-
day food drive benefiting people in
need served by the Alameda County
Community Food Bank. Donations
of non-perishable foods can be
dropped off between 9 a.m.-5

p-m. Monday through Friday at JL
Consulting, 1024 Serpentine Ln.,
Suite #105. It will be accepting

Competition Cheerleaders are call-
ing all K-6 cheerleaders to learn
new moves, dances and cheers at
a class from 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.,
Saturday, Dec. 3, at Foothill High
School, 4375 Foothill Rd. Includes
class, lunch, certificate, T-shirt
and mystery gift. Register by Nov 1
and save $5. Go to www.foothill-
sports.com to download the regis-
tration/medical release form. Cost
is $50. Call 699-1149 or email
mjscalise2@comcast.net.

Auditions

‘THE MIKADO’ Role Players
Ensemble Theatre will host audi-
tions for “The Mikado” at 7 p.m.,
Monday, Dec. 5, at Village Theatre,
233 Front St., Danville. The theater
needs eight males (ages 20-80) and
seven females (ages 20-80). Non-
AEA and stipend. Prepare one-min
song in the style of Gilbert and
Sullivan and one-min monologue.
Rehearsals start on Feb. 20 and

Lectures/
Workshops

MICHAEL KRASNY TO SPEAK
Award-winning broadcaster
Michael Krasny will speak at 7:30
p-m., Wednesday, Nov. 30, at
Congregation Beth Emek, 3400
Nevada Court. Tickets are $10.
For festival details or to order tick-
ets, visit www.jfed.org/bookfesti-
val/. For more information, e-mail

Spiritual

Magic ofF CHRisTMAS Under the
direction of Cindy Krausgrill, the
Magic of Christmas will feature
both sacred and secular music

for the holiday season, at 7 p.m.,
Saturday, Dec. 10, at Trinity
Lutheran Church, 1225 Hopyard
Rd. Admission is free, with refresh-
ments following the concert. A free-
will donation will be accepted to
benefit Open Heart Kitchen. Visit

performances will be April 13-May
5. For more information, call (312)
286-9224 or e-mail efhayes65@
yahoo.com.

Book Clubs

LiBRARY Book CLuB If you enjoy
reading and would like to share
your thoughts with others in an
informal setting, the Pleasanton
Library Book Club, which meets the
fourth Monday of the month, may
be for you. The club meets next at
7 p.m., Monday, Nov. 28, at the
Pleasanton Public Library, 400 Old
Bernal Ave., to discuss “In the Time
of Butterflies” by Julia Alvarez. For
more information call 931-3400,
ext. 7, or visit www.pleasantonli-
brarybookclub.wordpress.com.

Concerts

‘WHAT CHILD Is THIS’ The musi-
cians of Centerpointe Church will
present “A Festival of Carols” at

5 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 11, in the
worship center, 3410 Cornerstone
Court. The program will features
carols interspersed with readings
and scriptures read by Lee Lipsker.
The festival includes carols sung by
the audience as well as presenta-
tions by the church’s chancel choir
as well as its handbell choir. There
will be a reception after the per-
formance. This event is free. Call
846-4436 or visit www.centerpoin-
techurch.org.

Events

GNON’s (GIRLS NIGHT OuT
NETWORKING) TRI VALLEY CHAPTER
HoupAy PARTY Enjoy holiday
menu and drinks! New unwrapped
toys will be collected for the Toys
for Tots program. Membership/
Renewal special renew tonight to
save as membership increases in
2012. Event is from 5-8:30 p.m.,
Tuesday, Dec. 6 at TGIFridays,
3999 Santa Rita Rd. Cost is $10 for
members and $15 for non-mem-
bers. Call 487-4748 or visit www.
gnontrivalley.com. RSVP by Dec. 2
at gnoners@gmail.com.

Wipows/WIDOWERS LUNCHEON
The Widowed Men and Women of
Northern California would like to
invite you to join them for lunch
at noon, Wednesday, Nov. 30, at
Elephant Bar Restaurant, 7202
Amador Plaza Rd. Cost is your
menu choice and beverage. RSVP
to Marge by Wednesday, Nov. 23,
at 828-5124.

Fundraisers

CAFE ART FUNDRAISER TO BENEFIT
TRI-VALLEY HAVEN Cafe Art will
donate 10% of all proceeds to
Tri-Valley Haven during shopping
during Thanksgiving weekend from
11 a.m.-7 p.m., Friday, Nov. 25,
10 a.m.-7 p.m., Saturday-Sunday,
Nov. 25-26, at Cafe Art, 1764 First

donations until Dec. 16. Call 846-
1859 or email info@jlcpa.net.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD Garry
Linforth is starting work on his
Eagle Scout Project, to send shoe
boxes filled with toys, school sup-
plies and personal care items to
underprivileged children in develop-
ing countries. He is organizing this
with Centerpointe Church for the
relief effort Operation Christmas
Child. It costs $7 for the shipping.
Email garrison_linforth@yahoo.
com. The supporting organization
is Samaritan’s Purse, which will
receive any excess funds.

PLEASANTON MIDDLE SCHOOL
CHEER FUNDRAISER The Pleasanton
Middle School Cheerleaders will
be selling Mixed Bag Designs, eco-
friendly shopping bags, grocery
bags, iPad, iPhone and laptop
covers, from 10 a.m.-6 p.m.,
Saturday, Nov. 26 and Sunday,
Nov. 27 at Safeway, 1701 Santa
Rita Road. Proceeds benefit the
cheer squad. E-mail pmspanther-
cheer@gmail.com.

Health

FrRee HEALTH FAIR Receive free
medical advice at a free health

air that will be held on from 10
a.m.-4 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 3, at
Livermore Shiva Vishnu Temple,
1232 Arrowhead Road, Livermore.
Topics will include internal medi-
cine, cardiology, women’s health,
nutrition and diet, chiropractic
services, physical therapy and eye
disorders. There will be free evalu-
ations on blood pressure, blood
sugar and cholesterol. Call 449-
6255.

Holiday

CHRISTMAS BOUTIQUE AND PANCAKE
BREAKFAST Start your day with a
pancake breakfast and get some
Christmas shopping done all in
one location from 9 a.m.-noon,
Saturday, Dec. 3, at Harvest Valley
Church, 3200 Hopyard Road.
Crafters and vendors will have
unique, handcrafted items, holiday
decor and boutique gift items from
local artisans, crafters and home
party consultants. Admission is
free. Cost for breakfast is $6. Call
484-2482, ext. 106.

OPERATION: ONE WARM COAT
Coldwell Banker invites you to
warm the spirits of those in our
community this season by support-
ing a coat drive to collect and dis-
tribute coats to the less fortunate
during the cold winter months.
Donations will be accepted until
Dec. 16. Drop off at The Coffee
Company, 5424 Sunol Blvd #7, or
for pick-ups, call 922-0671. Visit
www.camoves.com/emma.lea.

Kids & Teens

FooTHIiLL CHEER CAMP Foothill

riva@jfed.org.

www.tapestryringersandsingers.org.

Happy Holidays From

PasTtAs TRATTORIA!

PLAN
YOUR
HOLIDAY
PARTY!
SPACE STILL
AVAILABLE!
CONTACT MERIDITH

FOR MORE INFO

WINE
SPECIALS
WENTE RIVA

RANCH CHARD
& BR COHN CAB
$35 ABOTTLE

2 FOR $60

2 ENTREES &
A DESSERT
TO SHARE.
ALL WEEK

LONG!

ge/e/fpafiwy 73 %a@& Docwreloeere/

DOWNTOWN
PLEASANTON

405 MAaIN ST.
(925) 417-2222

Reservations Accepted

Gift Certificates Available! Visit us on OpenTable & Facebook!

BEST-IN-CLASS COVERAGE PLAN FROM VOLVO

SYEAR WARRANTY + 5YEARWEAR & TEAR
5YEAR SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE + 5YEAR ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE

SAFE &  SECURE

For further details,
please contact our
sales department

_ THE NEW 2012 VOLVO S60

LAWRENCE

VYVolvo

FLEADERD

925.939.3333

2791 North Main St., Walnut Creek
www.lawrencevolvo.com

Family Owned & Operated Since 1921 Ha?.‘oc X Get All of This Plus More Great Offers from Volvo!
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story by GLENN WOHLTMANN
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CAMMIE CLARK

a hoon for Stoneridge sales *

Retailers report an increase in sales; police predict no increase in shoplifting

he decorations may have been up for weeks, but today marks

the official start of the holiday shopping season with many

stores at the Stoneridge Shopping Center opening their

doors at 4 a.m., and some that opened at midnight.

Historically, today is Black Friday, a name coined in

Philadelphia in 1966, when shoppers would crowd center city,

bringing massive traffic jams and over-crowded sidewalks. The

name was co-opted by retailers sometime in the 1990s, when

today, the busiest shopping day of the year, was repurposed to

mean the time of year that they moved from red ink on their books

and into the black.

Those who turned out early came
out to find giveaways in addition
to the bargains that drove them out
of their beds in the predawn hours
with offerings like free coffee and live
entertainment.

The new West Dublin/Pleasanton BART
station near Stoneridge Shopping Center
opened Feb. 19, and retailers at the mall are
hoping for crowds to tumble off the trains
and into the stores today. Some said they’ve
already seen a BART-driven spike.

Joe Flores, supervisor at Quiksilver, which
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sells clothes to younger men and
women, said he noticed a bump
in sales almost as soon as the new
station opened. At the time, Flores
was working at GameStop, which sells
video games.
“Off the bat I saw more people coming in.
It was a more diverse group,” Flores said.
“Now we've got people coming in from Rich-
mond or Concord or San Francisco.”
He said many of those coming in are
younger, too.
“They’re in their mid 20s, around there.

#*

GLENN WOHLTMANN

There’s some older people that come, but
mainly mid 20s, early 30s,” Flores said,
adding that this made a big difference in
GameStop sales for the fiscal year.

“We didn’t double our year but we got re-

ally close,” he continued.

He said he’ noticed a huge change in the

ethnicity of shoppers as well.

“Before, it was like 80% Caucasian. After
BART opened it went like to 50, it’s almost
half and half. ... Its just really cool seeing
people come in from different places.”

Store Manager Grace Moreno of women’s
clothier Forever 21 has seen the same thing.

“Its a lot more diverse than it was before,”
Moreno said. “The month has been good.
Theres a lot more people here (and) when it
comes to traffic, we're seeing a lot more traffic.”

Moreno said sales at her store haven't gone
up that much, but said clothing is generally
a last-minute item for people to buy.

Carrie Williams, director of marketing and
business development for Simon Property
Group, which owns Stoneridge, said she’s
seen an uptick in sales, but couldn't say
whether that's because of BART or an im-
provement in the economy.

“We're happy theres another way for our
shoppers to get here. It’s hard for us to pin-
point BART,” Williams said. “It’s hard for us
to pinpoint that, whether its BART or an
increase in shopping.”

She said she’s seen an increase in the num-
ber of parking spaces available to customers,
and that the holidays may give a better sense




STORY

of BART’s impact.

“I think it's going to be a very convenient
way (to go shopping), because our parking
lot gets really full here,” Williams said.

She’s also made arrangements for the shop-
ping center’s holiday train, which picks up
customers at the far reaches of the parking
area, to swing by the BART station as well.

Danniele Wharton, manager of Hot Dog on a
Stick, said she saw a spike in sales right away:

“When it first came, we were really busy.
Our sales were up about 10%,” Wharton said,
adding that sales have leveled off since then.

She added that being able to ride in has
made a difference for workers.

“I think it's more for the employees, that
they take BART in.”

In addition to the usual offerings at

Stoneridge, the Red Cross has blank

greeting cards at guest services for

people to send to soldiers. And gift

wrapping will be done at two sepa-

rate locations, by cheerleaders from

California High and volunteers from

the Taylor Family Foundation, which

operates Camp Arroyo for children with
life-threatening and chronic illnesses.

Along with shoppers and employees comes
the potential for thieves. Flores said he saw a
slight increase in shoplifting when he was at
GameStop.

“It wasn't that bad, it went from like 12%
to 14%),” he said.

However, based on statistics, shoplifting
has not gone up at all since Stoneridge BART
opened.

“Since BART’s opening in February, we
have not seen a substantive increase or peak
in any criminal activity at the mall, looking at
the numbers,” said Pleasanton police Lt. Jeff
Bretzing.

He said police took 129 shoplifters into

custody in 2010 and 133 in 2009.

“We've had 113 cases to date this
year,” he said. “With just a little under
a month left this year, I'd suspect it
will come in right around 130, Again,
based on the stats, we don’t expect any
increase.”

That's not because of an increased
police presence, Bretzing said, al-
though he added that there will be
more officers out from now until the

end of the year.

“As we do every year during the
holiday season, we increase our staff-
ing at the mall and we will be doing
that this year as well,” he said. “The
holiday season itself always brings

in more shoplifters. I don’t think we're
going to see a specific increase relative to
BART itself, given the statistical data mea-
sured thus far. We don't have any reason
to believe that the number of shoplifting

arrests will be any higher this year than in
any previous year.”

Bretzing said he spoke to police in San
Leandro before BART opened here, but said
the Stoneridge Shopping Center is a very dif-
ferent environment than the Bayfair Mall.

Meanwhile, some retailers at Stoneridge
are reporting increased sales for November,
which could be a positive sign for the Christ-
mas season or could be simply a sign that
people are shopping earlier. B

Join 1st USCU and we'll donate $10

to the Alameda County Community Food Bank

or Toys For Tots. You choose.

\ZN  ALAMEDA COUNTY
@ COMMUNITY
FOOD BANK

Open your account at 1stuscu.org or you can visit one of our
11 Bay Area branch locations. Enter Promo Code: SIC500

/ﬂf«
/" “United Services

w C R E D I T

U N I O N

(800) 649-0193
1stuscu.org

CAMMIE CLARK

Opposite page, top: Stoneridge parking lots are just a bit less crowded, thanks to the new West Dub-
lin/Pleasanton BART station that opened in February; shoppers leave a local BART station bearing
packages well before the official start of Christmas shopping. Above: Retailers are optimistic that

BART will bring an influx of holiday shoppers.

See website for full details. Program ends December 31, 2011. Anyone who lives or works in Alameda or Contra Costa Counties is eligible to join. - | the NCuA
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TriValle

WHAT’S HAPPENING AROUND THE VALLEY —

Y.

Life

USIC, THEATER, ART, MOVIES AND MORE

PEOPLE AND LIFESTYLES
IN OUR COMMUNITY

On stage
for the

holidays

Special productions delight audiences
with Christmas cheer

By DoLORES Fox CIARDELLI

The holiday spirit is taking to local
stages, from a traditional “Nutcrack-
er” to a fun-loving “Sleeping Beauty”
and “Nunsense Christmas.” Join in
a sing-along after a performance by
the Valley Concert Choral and don't
forget holiday songs played by our
own Pleasanton Community Con-
cert Band, a fun afternoon of music
usually attended by a visitor from
the North Pole.

Pleasanton’s Civic Arts Stage
Company will present “Sleeping
Beauty” from Dec. 9-18 at the Ama-
dor Theater, performing the classic
fairy tale in the lighthearted British
“panto” style with music, dance
and magic.

GARY CAIN

Angela Arkin plays a floppy doll in this
year’s Valley Dance Theatere produc-
tion of “The Nutcracker.”

“Every year, our holiday panto
inspires kids to dance in the
aisles, and often those same kids
come back and audition the next
year,” said Director Rebecca En-
nals. “We’re starting to create a real

holiday tradition for these kids and
parents, one that is unique to Pleas-
anton.”

This version of the story carries
the messages that beauty comes
from within and that parents need
to allow their children some free-
dom, Ennals said. Princess Beauty
is given beauty and brains at birth,
but not manners, since the fairy
responsible for dispensing manners
must use her gift to counteract the
spell of the evil Belladonna.

The casts professional actors are
joined by the largest Civic Arts
Stage Company cast to date, with
returning members and newcom-
ers. Jennifer Meredith, who played
Cinderella in 2009, returns as
Beauty, sharing the role with Lacey
Smith.

It will be the Valley Dance The-
atre’s fourth year presenting Tchai-
kovsky’s classic, “The Nutcracker.”
The full-length production features
professionally designed costumes,
sets and scenery and is accom-
panied by the Livermore-Amador
Symphony pit orchestra.

Some performances will include
pre-show festivities including car-
ols by the Cantabella Childrens
Chorus and Harmony Fusion. The
Asbury Ringers will be ringing their
handbells in the theater lobby Dec.
16, 17 and 18.

This year “The Nutcracker” role
of the Cavalier is danced by Ted
Newman, a 19-year-old Pleasanton
resident, who majors in computer
programming at Las Positas Col-
lege.

“I have a musical background and
play several instruments, but opted
to try out for color guard rather than
play drums in the marching band at
Amador Valley High School,” New-
man said, recalling his journey to
the stage of ballet. “Color guard is
influenced greatly by dance and
my positive experience with it my
senior year led to dance lessons and
then to participating on competitive
dance teams. One of those, a jazz
team, required ballet classes and 1
found I really liked them. Last year,
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Quincy Kumfert, Claire Wagner and Peyton Cook as fairies and Rae Kerton (front, center) as Little Suds in the Civic Arts
Stage Company production of “Sleeping Beauty.”

a friend told me about auditions for
male roles in ‘The Nutcracker’ and
here [ am.”

Newman said that studying bal-
let has made him stronger and
more physically fit, but that is not

Dan Levitan will be the harpist when
the women of the Valley Concert
Chorale and the Las Positas College
Chamber Choir sing “Dancing Day.”

the primary benefit.

“Since 1 started dancing, T've
been able to concentrate more on
school and work and I've been

more relaxed at home,” he said.
“I've also developed a new circle of
friends full of wonderful people.”

For lighthearted holiday fare,
join the singing nuns and Father
Virgil and some of Mt. Saint Helen’s
most talented students as they tape
their first Christmas special in their
convent basement in “Nuncrackers:
The Nunsense Christmas Musical.”
It features all new songs includ-
ing “Twelve Days Prior to Christ-
mas,” “Santa Ain't Comin’ To Our
House,” and a humorous take on
Tchaikovsky’s “Nutcracker.”

“Nuncrackers will make you
laugh and maybe tug at your heart-
strings,” according to the Tri-Valley
Repertory Theatre all volunteer
group. “Its the perfect way to en-
sure your holiday season is merry
and bright.”

Valley Concert Chorale is pre-
senting this years holiday concert
with the Las Positas College Cham-
ber Choir and the Cantabella Chil-
dren’s Chorus, with guest harpist
Daniel Levitan.

“Fun, light and joyful music of
carols is what we’ll offer audiences
to kick off the holiday season,” said
John Emory Bush, artistic director

of the Valley Concert Chorale.

The women of the Chorale and
the Chamber Choir will join to-
gether to sing Rutters “Dancing
Day,” accompanied by well-known
Bay Area harpist Dan Levitan. Bush,
himself a harpist, noted that the
harp part is extremely difficult.

“I needed the very best and Dan
is the best I know,” Bush said. “Dan
is an incredible, virtuosic harpist
and a great collaborator.”

Levitan will also accompany the
Cantabella Childrens Chorus as
they perform selections from Brit-
tens “Ceremony of Carols,” under
the direction of Fileen Chang. Ad-
ditional songs include “Carol of the
Bells” and “Deck the Halls.”

The performance will culminate
with the traditional audience sing-
along of carols.

“It’s obvious that the audience is
getting in the spirit of the season as
we sing the carols. You can see it in
their faces and makes the experi-
ence extra special for us singers,”
said Chorale Board President Dave
Brunswick.

See a complete listing of
holiday performances on
page 16. B
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utings to make the season bright

Yesteryear fun makes for a merry Christmas

Enjoy a Victorian Yuletide at
Ravenswood Historic Site where
the main house and cottage are
decorated to the hilt for the holi-
days. The yuletide celebration takes
place from noon-4 p.m., Sunday,
Dec. 11, with St. Nicholas, music,
entertainment and children’s crafts,
all for free. Sweets and hot bever-
ages will be available.

The historic site will be decorat-
ed with holiday trees and flowers.
Costumed volunteers and docents
will greet guests, offering tours of
the museum cottage house. The old
Tank House Gift Shop behind the
cottage is featuring special items
and handmade crafts.

‘Tis also the season to climb
aboard the historic Niles Canyon
Railway run by the Pacific Locomo-
tive Association for the 2011 Train
of Lights running some evenings
through Dec. 29.

“Bring large doses of good cheer

and any protective clothing you
may need against the weather,” said
the organizers. “While we don'
often have rain, it is frequently
cold. A small flashlight may be
useful to help you move safely be-
tween your vehicle and the train.”

Sunol trains depart at 7:15 p.m.;
trains depart from Niles at 4:15
p.m., and the trip takes a little over
an hour.

Seats are $25 for everyone over the
age of 3. Bargain trains for $15 will
run on Wednesdays, Dec. 7 and 14.

The annual Train of Lights is the
largest fundraiser for the Pacific
Locomotive Association, which re-
stores historic boxcars for the pub-
lic to enjoy. Those who work on the
trains are all volunteers.

It is also possible to charter the
caboose or an entire Train of Lights
train. Contact the ticket agent at
510-996-8420.

—Dolores Fox Ciardelli

TOM SILVA
The fireplace in the Cottage at Raven-
swood is decorated for an old-fash-
ioned Christmas.

Five ways to make holiday entertaining easy

Whether hosting a holiday meal
for the family or an open house for
the neighborhood, entertaining can
be stressful, especially during the
holidays when there’s so much pres-
sure to make everything perfect.

Here are simple tips on how to
make entertaining more enjoyable
for all involved.

Make a plan

Take some time to really plan out
the event. How many are coming?
Whats on the menu? How should the
house look? Make a to-do list and set
deadlines. Doing as much as possible
in advance will make the day of the
party that much easier.

Better yet, delegate some of the
work. Even preschoolers can help
put away groceries, wash veggies
or fold napkins. If a guest asks if
she can bring something, let her.
People love to feel useful, and it
gives you one less thing to do.

Gather your tools

Once the menu is set, review
your tableware, serving dishes and
cookware to make sure you have
what you need. Borrow or purchase
what you're missing. Among today’s
options is a growing array of cook-
ware designed to go seamlessly and
beautifully from oven or stovetop
to even the most formal table, sav-
ing time, money and cleanup.

Make the most
of your space

The size of the meal may expand
during the holidays, but cooking
and serving space doesn’t. A coun-
tertop toaster oven or high-wattage
double burner can be a lifesaver
for expanding oven and stovetop

Colorful china inspires this festive holiday table setting, which was auctioned off

DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

at Christmas Tree Lane last weekend to benefit ValleyCare Foundation.

capacity. On the buffet table, tiered
servers hold appetizers and des-
serts vertically, rather than hori-
zontally, saving valuable space and
creating an attractive display.

Decorate for the senses

Involve all the senses in your
decorating scheme. Enlist a spouse
or older child to come up with a
holiday music playlist or CD. Be
sure to include instrumental pieces
to play during dinner so it won'
impede conversation.

Fill the house with holiday
scents, such as cinnamon, mul-
berry or evergreen. Scented can-
dles are an easy and attractive way
to provide fragrance and a warm
glow to any room, and candlelight
makes your guests look 10 years
younger. But don’t put candles in
high-traffic areas. Today’s flameless
scented candles are so realistic,

with LED bulbs that glow and
flicker like a real flame, chances
are your guests won't even notice
the difference. And they provide
an alternative to placing real can-
dles near curtains, Christmas trees
or other decorations.

Enjoy the results

Don'’t be so busy playing hostess
that you forget to enjoy yourself.
Organize the kitchen so that the
bulk of the cleanup can be done
later. Have storage containers
handy for leftovers, designate an
area in the kitchen for dirty dishes,
and then forget about the rest.

The host sets the tone of the
party. Forget about perfection and
keep the focus on what matters —
family and friends. You may find
yours is the party that people look
forward to throughout the year.

—ARA Content

Get Ready
for the

Holidays
. HappY

* Christmas Ornaments | d _Ti%
: a
« Decorations e Hol1

¢ Candles - Gifts
» Brighton Jewelry
* Gift Certificates

Excludes sale merchandise
Expires 12/31/1'1

925.462.0814
670 Main Street, Pleasanton

Gifts & Home Accents E On a $20 Purchase

SALON TERRA BELLA

geaalf/fa/ Wew Bundte & Bumble Sabon
NOW OFPEN

925.485.4946

Support Small Business
Shop Black Friday Weekend

NEW CLIENT OFFERS

20% off First Visit
or
Purchase $125
Gift Certificate for $100

Purchase $60 Gift
Certificate for $50

L Y

101 East Vineyard Ave., Suite 123

Salon-TerraBella.com

Conveniently located in the
Campo di Bocce retail center in Livermore

*While supplies last. *Discounts available for new clients only.
*Cannot combine with other offers.
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Holiday Happenings

‘Creatures of Impulse: Holiday Short’

Firehouse Arts Center

4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton

Pleasanton’s Teen Improv Troupe will take suggestions

SpinalHealth Wl:m

CHIROPRACTIC

Call Today: (925) 484-2558

Dr. Ryan Spuller, DC, CCSP is a Certified Chiropractic
Sports Practitioner serving the Tri-Valley area.

=
=

‘Sleeping Beauty’

Pleasanton’s Civic Arts Stage Co. 2011 Holiday Show
Amador Theater, 1155 Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton
2 p.m. Sat/Sun; 7 p.m. Fri/Sat; Dec. 9-18

Sports Injuries Auto Accidents

$39 New Patient Special
Consult, Exam and X-rays (if necessary)

1 and First Treatment |
(Just mention ad. Offer expires 12/31/2011.)

Now offering Non-Surgical Spinal Decompression and Massage Therapy!

Spinal Health Chiropractic
2340 Santa Rita Road, Suite 3
Pleasanton, CA 94566

www.DrSpuller.com
925.484.2558

| Lots'of
# American
- Made Art
And Decor!

in The Old Kottinger Barn
200 Rﬂy St, Pleasanton 825-600-0460

NO

MONTHLY

FEE

until January

jazzercise.

Friday

Get the deal on jazzercise.com or at the Pleasanton
Jazzercise Fitness Center November 25-27.
Hurry, sale ends Sunday November 27.

; _' 60 minutes. Up to 600 calories burned. One hot dance floor.

Pleasanton Jazzercise Fitness Center
5424 Sunol Blvd Suite 4, Pleasanton
¥ (located in the Raley’s/ Oak Hills Shopping Center)
-If 925-461-3577
_4 Offer valid at participating locations for new customers or those who haven't attended Jazzercise in
— e six months or longer. 12 month joining fee and auto-payment registration required. Offer subject to
i all applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations and is void where prohibited. Buy online
Cheryl Burke not available at all locations. Other restrictions may apply. Expires 11/27/11.
Two-time Champion
Dancing with the Stars

jazzercise.com ¢ (800)FIT-IS-IT
e wﬁmrﬁ*ﬁw
en) %07%8%’

é&)&&ﬂg (%Specml

ﬂ-—ct.l%?

' Basi n i : |
, BasicWomen Cut ' ' pgagic Men Cut |
! Special $40 11 Special $25 !
I WITH BLOWDRY, LONG HAIR EXTRA 1 1 |

COLOR SPECIAL
Color Touch-up $55 Full Color $60 Partial Hilite Special $70 !}

r

P Hair by Rosemary
L v 3 BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
_ \-"? (510) 825-4941
= THURS 10-8 FRI 10-8 SAT 9-5
10% SENIOR DISCOUNT, VETERANS
148 Ray St., Pleasanton

< N < A

Page 16 ® November 25, 2011 ® Pleasanton Weekly

EXPIRES 12-23-11

ﬁ“

7:30 p.m. Thu-Fri, Dec. 1-2

Tri-Valley Repertory Theatre

Call 462-2121
‘Of Carols and Candlelight’

Cantabella Children’s Chorus

W Saturday, Dec. 3, 8 p.m.
Trinity Lutheran Church,
1225 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton

® Sunday, Dec. 4, 3 p.m.
First Presbyterian Church
4th and L Streets, Livermore

Holiday Concert
Firehouse Arts Center
2-3:15 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 4

‘Nuncrackers: The Nunsense Christmas Musical’

1048 Serpentine Lane, Suite 307, Pleasanton
8 p.m. Fri/Sat; 2 p.m. Sun; Dec. 2-18
$25 adults, $22 seniors, $20 for students

Valley Concert Chorale’s Annual Holiday Concert
with Las Positas College Chamber Choir and

$20 in advance; $25 at door — Call 866-4003

Pleasanton Community Concert Band

Sing It Yourself ‘Messiah’ -

Neck Pain Tennis/Golf Elbow to inspire holiday-themed games, scenes and audience ~ $10, $15, $18 adult; $6, $9 and $12, children,
Back Pain Joint Pain interactions in the first act. The audience will then vote  seniors
Headaches Running Injuries for which short scene Creatures of Impulse will make Call 931-4848

P = = = = = = = = = — === - 1 into an entire improvised “play” in the second act.

Valley Concert Choral

Singers and music lovers of all ages and abilities are

welcome to sing along or just enjoy.

Friday, Dec. 9, 7:30 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church,

1225 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton

$10 — Call 1-800-838-3006
‘The Nutcracker’

Valley Dance Theatre - Bankhead Theater

2400 First St., Livermore
2 p.m. Sat/Sun; 7 p.m. Fri/Sat/Sun; Dec. 10-18

$33, $27 and $24 adults; $18 for 17 and younger

Call 373-6800

Ravenswood Victorian Yuletide
2647 Arroyo Road, Livermore
Noon- 4 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 11

Free

2011 Train of Lights on the Historic Niles Canyon

Railway

Leaves Sunol station at 7:15 p.m.;

p.m.

leaves Niles at 4:15

$25 for all; under 3 free
Go to www.ncry.org to see dates and purchase tickets.

Free, but donations appreciated — Call 846-5897

Don’t wait until the holidays to start
planning your annual cookie exchange

"Tis the season for delicious treats
and festive gatherings. The fun of
baking, sharing recipes and getting
together for holiday parties, such as
a cookie exchange, are what make
the season extra special.

For those looking to create the
ultimate cookie exchange, Hershey’s
Kitchens Linda Stahl and Betty
Crocker Kitchens Kristen Olson
offer the following tips to turn any
party into a sweet success:

o Invite guests at least two weeks
in advance and ask each guest to
RSVP with the recipe they plan to
make to avoid duplicates.

o Ask each guest to bring at least a
half dozen cookies for each person
attending the party.

* Encourage participants to bring
an empty, sealable container to take
home goodies, along with copies
of their recipe to share. Be sure to
have extra bags or containers on

Fhe Cheistmas Sho ,pp@
at Westeeh Gatden Mutseey

h" Themed trees with novelty

e ornaments and gifts:
Peacock, Gingerbread, Traditional,
Ice-white, Silver & Gold, Sports,

‘ Whimsical, Angels,

. Wme and Dine, Animals
| Honey and Olive Oil
en Gifts & Accessories

25% off*

all Christmas merchandise
*Discount off regular priced items.
All sales are final.

e
-
»®

Dress up your containers
e With blooming cyclamen

Great Gardens Begin Here!
2756 Vineyard Ave.
Pleasanton, CA 94566
www.WesternGardenNursery.com
925-462-1760

Hours: Mon-Sat 9-5, Sun 10-5 - Closed Thanksgiving day
Follow us on facebook.com/wgnursery

w

WESTERN GARDEN

N U R S E R Y

hand for guests
to transport cookies home.
* Make it personal — showcase
the cookies in a decorative arrange-
ment and ask each participant to
introduce themselves and explain
why they chose their recipe and
what ingredients they used.
* Be sure to offer refreshments,
such as seasonal beverages, but
keep it simple so the cookies are
the stars of the show.
* Send guests home with a goodie
bag filled with a homemade recipe
booklet you've created to com-
memorate your party. Ask for par-
ticipants’ recipes in advance so you
can prepare.

Can't decide what holiday cookie
you should make as the host? Try the
classic Peanut Butter Blossoms. m

Peanut Butter Blossoms

Ingredients:

36 Hershey’s Kisses Brand Milk
Chocolates

1 pouch Betty Crocker Peanut
Butter Cookie Mix

2 tablespoons vegetable oil

1 tablespoon water

1 egg

Granulated sugar

Directions:

Heat oven to 375 degrees. Remove
wrappers from chocolates. Stir
cookie mix, oil, water and egg in
a medium bowl until soft dough
forms. Shape dough into 1-inch
balls. Roll in granulated sugar;
place on ungreased cookie sheet.
Bake eight to 10 minutes or until
lightly browned. Immediately press
a chocolate into center of each
cookie; cookie will crack around
edges. Remove from cookie sheet to
wire rack. Cool completely. Makes
about three dozen cookies.
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Free meals needed during hard times
The hungry benefit directly from the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund

By DoLORES Fox CIARDELLI

The folks at Open Heart Kitchen
are painfully aware that these are
bad economic times. The organiza-
tion serves free meals five days a
week to individuals and families
in need at four different locations
in the Tri-Valley, and some clients
actually walk from site to site to
receive the meal.

“There is such a need,” said Ex-
ecutive Director Linda McKeever.
“The people we're serving most
right now are under-employed.
Lots of times they had two with
incomes and now only have part of
one income. Do they buy food or
pay the light bill?”

“A lot of people have lost their
homes, and two or three families
are in one home,” she added. “More
people than ever are living in their
cars right now.”

In 2010, Open Heart Kitchen
served just under 217,000 meals,
and this year it will probably be
more, McKeever said. By compari-
son, in 2007, it served 161,000
meals.

“We hit a basic need and really
try to do it with dignity, which is
why we allow people to take the
food home if they want to,” she
said.

The Holiday Fund money goes
directly to the programs, which
are the 17,000 hot meals given
out monthly at Tri-Valley sites five
days a week; the childrens box
lunch program that provides 1,700
weekend meals for low-income
children at school sites each week;
and meals for low-income seniors,
available at Ridge View Commons
on Case Avenue in Pleasanton. Se-
niors, of course, are also welcome
at all the meal sites

“We survive just by the generos-
ity of the community,” McKeever
said.

“There are so many stories and
so many families,” volunteer co-
ordinator Hildie Neumann said.
“One day they are living in a hotel
and the next day we know they are
outside, living in the elements.”

“From Springtown in Livermore
to Ruby Hill to Castlewood, it af-
fects us all, it depends on our per-
sonal circumstances,” she contin-
ued. “Maybe they’re your next door
neighbors and you dont know it.
Anybody that sees our signs is more
than welcome — no questions, no
qualifications, they can walk up and
ask for a meal.”

She noted that a site can serve
from 200-700 meals per day so
volunteers must be adaptable and
able to quickly switch gears, which
is the challenge and the fun of it.
Sometimes large donations of fresh
produce will come unexpectedly.

“We can improvise at the last

“We survive just by
the generosity of the
community, and we truly
couldn’t do it without
our volunteers.”

Linda McKeever,
Open Heart Kitchen
Executive Director

minute: We'll cut it up! Sauté it!”
she said with a laugh. “We're in
continuous prepping mode and
cooking mode.”

Meals are planned weeks ahead
of time by a nutritionist, each with
protein, starch, vegetable, green
salad, fruit salad, bread, milk, cof-
fee, tea or juice and dessert.

“We're always looking for volun-
teers,” Neumann said, for shopping,
cooking, serving and clean-up.

“We truly, truly can't do it with-
out our volunteers, McKeever said.
“They’re very, very dedicated.”

Volunteers range from school,
community and church groups to
friends who exercise together then
come to help with lunch, she said,
as well as individuals. Safeway, Trad-
er Joe’s and Costco donate food, and
Whole Foods allows fundraising ac-
tivities, she added, plus Wal-mart
donates items such as childrens
shoes when its inventory changes.

McKeever noted that Open Heart
Kitchen works with all the Tri-
Valley agencies such as Axis Com-
munity Health and Shepherd’s Gate
to share donations of items and
to make sure that everyone’s basic
needs are met.

“We all work to keep community
as healthy as possible, and it all starts
with the basics of nutrition,” she said.
In other words, a good hot meal.

Learn more at
ww.openheartkitchen.org or call
580-1616. m

Feed the hungry
Mondays, 4-6 p.m.:
Crosswinds Church, 6444 Sierra
Court, Dublin
Tuesdays, Wednesdays,
noon-6 p.m.: Asbury United
Methodist Church, 4743 East
Ave., Livermore
Thursdays, 4-6 p.m.: Vineyard
Christian Fellowship, 460 N.
Livermore Ave.

Friday, 4-6 p.m.: Trinity
Lutheran Church, 1225 Hopyard
Road

Seniors (62-plus): Ridgeview
Commons Senior Center, 5200
Case Ave., Pleasanton, 4-6

p.m. every weekday. Optional
donation of $3.

SUE EVANS
Open Heart Kitchen provides 1,700 boxed meals each week for children to have nutritious food to bring home for the
weekend.

.Q_""
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SUE EVANS
A contribution to the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund goes directly to fund the 217,000 meals served at five locations in
the Tri-Valley to people who might otherwise go hungry. “Do we buy food or pay the light bill?” some people must decide
each month.
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How to give

Your gift helps seniors, children
and others in need

The Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund was created to provide
financial support from our readers for a select group of local
nonprofit organizations to help alleviate the needs that exist, despite
our community’s prosperity. This marks the eighth year of the
Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund. It provides an opportunity to aid
local groups at a time when the numbers of those without jobs or
with low-paying jobs and few if any health benefits have increased.

The Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund drive could not exist without
the help of the Tri-Valley Community Foundation and its generous
donors. This will enable us to double your donation and allow your
gift of $1 to total $2 to the nonprofits. An added benefit: Neither the
Pleasanton Weekly nor the Tri-Valley Community Foundation will
take any fees or expenses for administering the fund. One hundred
percent of donations go to the intended grantees.

This year, due to the tremendous need of all nonprofits, donations
will be shared equally among the five recipient agencies.

For more information call us at 600-0840 or e-mail editor@
pleasantonweekly.com.

We appreciate your support of the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday
Fund and these worthy nonprofits.

The following agencies will be supported

by the Holiday Fund:

m Axis Community Health

m Ryan Comer Cancer Resource Center at ValleyCare
m Hope Hospice

m Open Heart Kitchen

m Valley Humane Society

Name of Donor

Street Address

City State Zip

| wish to designate my contribution as follows:
U In my name as shown above

OR

U In honor of: 1 In memory of:

U As a gift for:

(Name of person)

U Business or organization:

U | wish to contribute anonymously.
U Don’t publish the amount of my contribution.

U I wish to receive an acknowledgement of the donation (email only).

Email:

Please make checks payable to
Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund

Enclose this coupon and send to:
The Holiday Fund, Pleasanton Weekly
5506 Sunol Blvd, Suite 100, Pleasanton, CA 94566

Pleasanton
Weekly

NNNNNNNNNNNN

N TRI-VALLEY

COMRLIMITY FOUMDUTION

The Tri-Valley Community Foundation is located at 5674 Stoneridge Dr., Ste. 206, Pleasanton, CA

94588. More information about the Foundation can be obtained by contacting the organization
at the above address, by calling its President David Rice at (925) 734-9965 or through its website:
www.tvcfoundation.org. The Pleasanton Weekly will make every effort to publish donor names for

donations received before Dec. 31, 2011, unless the donor checks the anonymous box.
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Holiday Fund donors

Since the launch of the 2011 Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund, 125 donors have contributed $22,371
to the fund. 17 anonymous donors have given $3,770 of that total.

Individuals

Mr. & Mrs. William Adams ............ccccoeeeee 100
Ron & Kathy Anderson ..........ccccceeeeeeinnnn. 350
Steve & Cris ANNeN ..oeuniiiiieeii e 100
Andrew Bailey & Lauren Purcell................... 1000
Chris & Glenda Beratlis...............ccocoooee. 500
The Bernardi Family.......cccccoovniiiiiiiiinnnn. 200
Jan &Jeb Bing ..o 200
Bert & Dee Brook ..........coooiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie 200
Tim & Teri Bush. ... **
Mrs. Terry Messick-Cass & Mr. Barry Cass...... 100
Herbert & Stella Chang..............ccccovviiennnnn. *x
Mrs. Merlyn Chesnut.........ccoovviiiiiiniiiiennnnn **
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Ciccarello ......................... *%*
Pauline Coe.......coovvveiiiiieiiiiiee e **
Chris & Linda Coleman..........cccvvveeeeeeiiinnnnnn.. 500
Mr. Dave Cryer.......ccccooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiienec, *x
[sabel Curry.......eveeiiiiiiiiiiii e, **
Barbara Daniels............ccooooiiiiiiii i **
The Darrin Family.......cccciiininiiiiiiiieeeenn, 100
Mr. & Mrs. Randall & Elizabeth Davidson...... 250
Richard & Judith Del TrediCi.....cooeeeeeeeeeeeeeen.... *x
Alice DeSroSIers ........ceeeeeiivvvieeeeeiiiieeeeeeeeina, 100
Michael & Suzanne Dutra ..............coovveeeeen. 100
Bob & Marianne Eisberg.............ccccocciiennnnn **
Mike & llene Forman ..........ccccoeeeeiiiiiiiieneenii, 200
Richard & Gloria Fredette ...........c.ccovveeiiunnnn.nn. **
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Geasa.........cccoeeevvvvivineeens 200
Frank & Connie Gouveia ............ceeevvueeeennnnnnnn. **
Roger & Brenda Harris...........cccccoeviiiiiinnnnn **
Tim & Sharyn Henshaw ..o, **
Ms. Jourdin Hermann.........cccoeeeeiiiiiiieneeennnnnnn, *x
Mrs. Janice Hermann.........ccooeeiiieeiiiiineniinnn. **
Kay & Charles Huff ... **
Raymond James.........ccooviiiiiiiiiiiinniiincee, 200
Rudy & Marge Johnson........ccccccceenniiiinn, 100
Don & Jean Kallenberg........cc.occcccovniiinnnnn **
Kem & Renee Kantor .........ccoeeviviiniiniiiiinnennnnn. **
Jim & Elaine Keysor........cccoooviiiiiiiiiiniiiennn. 300
Gary & Mary Lazarotti .........ccccceeeeennniiinnnnnnen. **
Mr. Walt Lupeika CPA ..o, 100
Thirza LysakowskKi..........ccccccovvniiiiiiiiiicieann. 100
Karen J. Mannering............ccoooiiin, **
Ken & Carla Marschall .................................. 100
SSgt John H. Marshall ............... 100
Steve & Kathy McNichols....................ooi 500
Greg & Peg Meagher........c.cccccceiiiiiiinnnnn.. *x
Todd & Mindy Miller ...........ccccoooiiiiinnnnn. 250
Sharron MorriSON .........eeeiiiiiiiiiee e 25
Mr. & Mrs. John O’Neill..........o.oooiiiieiii, *x*
Norm & Joyce Pacheco .......ccooovuiiiiiiiiiiinn. *x
Bruce & Debra Parelskin ........cccooeevviiiiinenns 100
Bill & Peggy Paris.........cccccceviiiiiiiiiiiiici **
Ms. Rita Rollar..........cooooiiiii L 100
Robert & Kathleen Russman ........................... **
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Ruvalcaba............................. 300
Swati & Manoj Samel ........ccoccoiiiiiiii **
Tim & Belinda Schultz................................. 100
Chris & Cecile Seams ........coeeeeiiiiiiieeeiiiiiiinn. *%*
Howard & Emilie Seebach............................. 100
John & Barbara Severini..............cccooeeeeiiinnnn. 250
Sonal & Ajay Shah ... **
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Spangler.......................... 100

Mike & Kerry Jo Stephan ......cccccveeiiniiiiennns 100
Jim & Debbie Tracy....ccoccveeeiiniiiiiiiiiiicei, **
Bill Woodruff ... 100
Businesses & Organizations
Advanced Security Engineering...................... 200
DeBernardi Development Construction &
Remodeling........coocooviiiiiiiiiiin, *x
Law Office of Christopher Schlies.................. 250
Life Science Writing Services..........ccoccueeeennnnn. *x
Pleasanton Pet Sitting...........c.cocoiiiiiiieinincnn. 75
Ponderosa Homes ............ccoeeiiiiieiiiiecie e **
Sue Evans Photography ... 100
The Tuesday Bridge Ladies.............cccceeneeen. 135
Tim McGuire Team - Alain Pinel Realtors ...... 500
Time 4 Order - Professional Organizing......... 100

In Honor of
Valley Care Lactation Services from

the Manthas .........coooooiiiiiie e, *x*
Frank Louwaert from Jeff & Debi Zentner ........ *x
Our “5” Grands.....ccoeeeeveiiiiieeeeeiiiiee e *x

In Memory of

Betty Patrick from Charles & Joan Brown......... *%*
Our Mom Lora from Lada & Dmitriy Kosarikov **
Mike, Matt & Diane from Jerry & Josine

PeNtIN .o 100
Janet Reichlin from Mike, Lori & Michael

Reichlin ..o 500
Mary L. Erickson from Al Copher.................... 50
Dave Hare.......ooviiiiiiiiee e 250
Eva, Adeline, Roy & Archie........ccccceeviiiieennn. 100
Doris T. Walberg from Todd & Brenda

Walberg.....ooooviiiiiiiii 100
Mom - Mae Yip from Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Oh......... *%*
Lillian Cassani from Mike & Kris Harnett........ 100

Allan Hillman, Randy & Margie Warner & David
& Marian Hillman from Sharon Hillman..... 150

John A. Mavridis.......ccoooeiiiiiiiiieiiiiieee e, *%*
Gam & Papa Abbott from The Casey Family.... **
Karl KiWitze ..., 500
Jameson Lindskog, Specialist U.S. Army from
Chris & Marty Miller.........cccccccceiiiiinnnnnni. 100
Tony and Jennie Paradiso from Dorene
Paradiso-Carroll........cccccccovnnniiiiiin, **
Roselle Grimes, Verna Plummer & Evelyn Schrick
from The Grimes Family ...............ccococee. **
Kenneth & Althea McGill from Marsha & RJ
Grimes.......oooiiiiiiiiii *x
Mary May from Michael M. May................... 300
Joe & Doris Antonini from John & Carolyn
Cardinalli.......cccoooiiiii, 500
Judy Perko from Bob Perko ..........cccocveeenn. 100
Dad - Shigeru Yamamoto from Bruce & Cindy
Yamamoto ......coovuuiiiiiiiiiiiiicc e *x*

Robert Kilpatrick from Dorothy Kilpatrick ....... **
Grandpa John Morley & Nonno Richard Prima
from Frank & Marie Morley...........c.cccccc.... **
Tony Prima from Teresa & Dan Morley............ *x
Rob Meierding from Suzanne Meierding........ 200
Robert D. Williams from Mavis E. Williams ... 100

**The asterisk designates that the donor did not want to publish the amount of the gift.



First in Norcal

The Pleasanton Rage U13 Grey girls took first place in Norcal league this season, letting only three 3 goals be
scored against them in all of league play this year under Coach Dean Freeman. They are now into State Cup play.
Players are Vedicka Chaudhri, Maddie Cring, Sami Devette, Emily Gee, Amanda Harding, Meg Macgregor, Emily
Mckeever, Hannah Myers, Sophie Nethery, Jenna and Jessica O’Neal, Meg Pickett, Hannah Schwartz, Faith Shin-
nick, Maddie Simmons, Isabelle Skinner and Pam White.

10-game winning streak

U19 White striker Sasha Greenlee makes a near score as Katie Styles follows the play, when Rage U19 White Team
holds Mustang Flash team scoreless for 90 minutes, then closes out its regular season with a 0-0 tie for a third-place
finish in CYSA-Cal State Soccer league’s UT9 bronze division. The team finished league play with a record of 9-2-1,
extending their unbeaten streak to 10 games. Players now transition to the high school season or winter training until
the team reconvenes in March as they prepare to extend their unbeaten streak in State Association Cup.

Gamers win one

for the Veterans

The Sophomore Head First Gam-
ers baseball team, with members
from Castro Valley, Pleasanton,
San Ramon, Danville, Livermore,
Alameda, Fremont and Clovis,
won the Twin Creeks 16U Vet-
erans Day Classic Tournament
on Nov. 6. The Gamers won all
four games and outscored their
opponents, 25-6. JD McDonnell
and Carl Cantwell were named
Co-MVPs for their outstanding
performances.

Team members are (front, I-r) Es-
ias Ortiz, Max Reclus, Kevin Burt,
Manager George Athan, Carlos
Garcia, Tyler Staniford, (middle) Coach Jeff Hollar, JD McDonnell, Trevor Greenley, Adam Hollar, Jordan Ott,
Isaac Cruz, Sam Cabral, Jonathan Freshman, Carl Cantwell, Austen Chauvin and Anthony Coleman. Not pictured:
Weston Hatten, Xavier Iglesias, Gabe Tramble and Stone Godi.

Slow start, strong finish

Ballistic United U13 Premier Captain Garrett Howell nets his second
hat trick of the season against Mustang on Nov. 5 in Danville. Premier
99 got off to a slow first but dominated the second half to defeat
Mustang United, 6-0. Top offensive players were Garrett Howell, Ryan
Murray, Youki Chiba, Blake Tucker; top defensive were Nick Carreon,
Jacob Dremalas, Kyle McClanahan.

4-1 win finishes season

U13 Ballistic Premier 99 head out to face the Tri-Valley Bayern, which
they defeated 4-1 in a Division 1 game Nov. 19 in Pleasanton after Pre-
mier made four second-half goals in the final game of the season for
the two NorCal Gold under 13 soccer teams. Tri-Valley had clinched
the league a week prior and brought an untarnished 8-0 record into the
game. Ballistic, on the other hand, entered the match with a record of
6 wins, 1 loss, and 1 tie. Ballistic now turns full focus on State Cup; it
will host Richmond Sol Cobras at Val Vista on Dec. 3.

To advertise your upcoming
holiday services

please contact Matt Massaro
Ph: 925-600-0840, ext. 123

Email: mmassaro@pleasantonweekly.com
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Real Estate

Mike Fracisco
REALTOR’
Fracisco Realty

Residential, Commercial
& Property Management

i
direct: 925-998-8131

www.MikeFracisco.com
DRE#01378428

PLACE AN AD
] onNLINE

fogster.com

E-MAIL
ads@fogster.com

] pHONE
(925) 600-0840

Fogster.com is a unique
Web site offering post-
ings from communities
throughout the Bay Area
and an opportunity for
your ad to appear in the
Pleasanton Weekly.

Now you can log on to
fogster.com, day or night
and get your ad started
immediately online.

So, the next time you have
an item to sell, barter,

give away or buy, get the
perfect combination: print
ads in your local newspa-
pers, reaching more than
35,000 readers, and unlim-
ited Web postings reaching
hundreds of thousands
additional people!

INDEX

= BULLETIN BOARD
100-155

= FOR SALE
200-270

= KIDS STUFF
330-355

n JOBS
510-585

m BUSINESS
SERVICES
600-690

= HOME
SERVICES
700-799

m FOR RENT/
FOR SALE
REAL ESTATE
801-860

The publisher waives any and all
claims or consequential damages
due to errors. Embarcadero
Publishing Co. cannot assume
responsibility for the claims or
performance of its advertisers.
Embarcadero Publishing Co.
reserves the right to refuse, edit
or reclassify any ad solely at its
discretion without prior notice.

Remodeling

e|nterior, Exterior
Repairs

eFraming to Finish

eDecks ePatio Covers

Call Bill 925-640-8184

Landscaping

PEREZ GARDENING SERVICES
10 yrs. Experience in Lawn Care
FREE ESTIMATES

Maintenance, Sod & Sprinkler Systems,
Clean UPS Commercial & Residential

925.642.6617 1925.212.2973
Lic. #5008439

With 6 month contract, 7th month is FREE

Accounting/Bookkeeping

NEED HELP
WITH QUICKBOOKS?
No job too big or too small!!!

Over 23 years/experience
in all aspects of bookkeeping.

Call Linda 925.918.2233

Construction

ﬁ alhoun

LIC 899014

onstruction

Local electrical and general contractor
with very reasonable rates — no job too small

Sheds, bathroom and kitchen remodels, decks
and all general contracting needs.

925-330-0965

calhoun.construction@yahoo.com

fogster.com THE TRI-VALLEY'S CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE

Saturday, Nov. 26 8am-1pm
3440 West Las Positas Blvd, Pleasanton
Awesome stuff for sale...
gifts, tools, jewelry, etc.

235 Wanted to Buy

Donate Your Car
Children’s Cancer Fund! Help Save
A Child's Life Through Research and
Support! Free Vacation Package. Fast,
Easy and Tax Deductible. Call 1-800-
252-0615. (Cal-SCAN)

115 Announcements
SHARPEN UP AT THE FARMERS' MRKT

120 Auctions

Advertise Your Auction
in 240California newspapers for one
low cost of $550. Your 25 word
classified ad reaches over 6 mil-
lion+ Californians. Free brochure call
Elizabeth (916)288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)

JOBS! JOBS! JOBS!

Get paid to train in the California Army
National Guard Up to 100% tuition
assistance. Parttime work. Fulltime
benefits. www.NationalGuard.com/
Careers or 1-800-Go-Guard. (Cal-SCAN)

House Cleaning
Honest, Reliable, Thorough, Weekly,
Bi-weekly Move in/out
Excellent References 339-5116

Olga’s Housecleaning
Res./Com. Wkly/mo. Low Rates. Local
Refs. 25 years Exp. & Friendly. | love
My Job! Ins. (650)380-1406

240 Furnishings/ BUSINESS
Household items

Entertainment Wall Unit - $1500 SERVICES
Executive D:esk w/ File Drawer - $550 605 Antiques & Art
245 Miscellaneous Restoration

Lionel Train Set - Like New - $275

Roller Blades - $35 each

130 Classes &

Instruction

Allied Health Career Training
Attend college 100% online. Job
placement assistance. Computer avail-
able. Financial Aid if qualified. SCHEV
certified. Call 800-481-9409. www.
CenturaOnline.com (Cal-SCAN)

250 Musical

Instruments
Keyboard - $65.00

ANTIQUE RESTORATION
"A Labor of Love"
Impeccable Quality
Integrity of Workmanship
925-462-0383 or 925-216-7976
Al inclusive License #042392

260 Sports &

Exercise Equipment
Manual Treadmill - $75.00

Earn College Degree Online
*Medical, *Business, *Criminal Justice.
Job placement assistance. Computer
available. Financial Aid if qualified.
SCHEV certified. Call 888-210-5162
www.CenturaOnline.com (Cal-SCAN)

High School Diploma!
Graduate in 4 weeks! FREE Brochure.
Call Now! 1-866-562-3650 ext. 60
www.SouthEasternHS.com (Cal-SCAN)

135 Group Activities
CLUTTERLess (CL) Self Help Group

155 Pets

Tibetan Terrier Puppies
6 TT puppies for sale. Born Oct 3rd call
James 650 322-0900

o O
s
FOR SALE

201 Autos/Trucks/

Parts
Cgstom Taillights 90-93 Acura Integra
-$50

Dic Brake kit 75 -79 Toyota Corolla
-$12

Toyota Corolla 1999 LE - $4200

3
EMPLOYMENT

500 Help Wanted

Servers, Line Cooks, Sous Chef,
Dishwashers
Pleasanton/Sunol Wine Bar and Winery
looking for servers, line cooks, sous
chef, and dishwashers. Part/Full time
available. info@elliston.com.

560 Employment

Information

Driver : Stable Career
No Experience Needed' Sign On
Bonuses Available! Top Industry pay
and quality training. 100% Paid CDL
Training. 1-800-326-2778. www.
JoinCRST.com (Cal-SCAN)

Drivers and Teams
West coast reefer, scheduled home
time, late model equipment, paid vaca-
tion, health, dental, life insurance avail-
able. Call Chuck to qualify at (800)645-
3748. (Cal-SCAN)

Drivers: A Better Career
with Melton. Great Equipment and
Benefits. 2 Months CDL Class A Driving
Experience. 1-877-258-8782. www.
MeltonTruck.com (Cal-SCAN)

202 Vehicles Wanted

Donate Vehicle
Receive $1000 Grocery Coupons.
National Animal Welfare Foundation.
Support No Kill Shelters, Help
Homeless Pets. Free Towing, Tax
Deductible, Non-Runners Accepted.
1-888-333-0477. (Cal-SCAN)

Drivers: CDL Training
Career Central. No Money Down.
Work for us or let us work for you!
Unbeatable Career Opportunities.
*Trainee *Company Driver *Lease
Operator Earn up to $51k *Lease
Trainers Earn up to $80k 1-877-369-
7126. www.CentralDrivingJobs.net
(Cal-SCAN)

640 Legal Services

Social Security
Disability Benefits. You Win or Pay Us
Nothing. Contact Disability Group, Inc.
Today! BBB Accredited. Call For Your
FREE Book and Consultation. 877-490-
6596. (Cal-SCAN)

645 Office/Home

Business Services

Advertise Truck Driver Jobs

in 240 California newspapers for
one low cost of $550. Your 25 word

classified ad reaches over 6 mil-
lion+ Californians. Free brochure call
Elizabeth (916)288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)

Business Card Ad
Advertise a display business card
sized ad in 140 California newspapers
for one low cost of $1,550. Your
display 3.75x2" ad reaches over 3 mil-
lion+ Californians. Free brochure call
Elizabeth (916)288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)

Classified Ads
Reach Californians with a Classified in
almost every county. Experience the
power of classifieds! Combo~California
Daily and Weekly Networks. One order.
One payment. Free Brochures. eliza-
beth@cnpa.com or (916)288-6019.
(Cal-SCAN)

GOT a GREAT IDEA?
Want to patent it? Let us help!
DE Patent Writing Service
Dewees Enterprises, LLC
P. 0. Box 8
Pleasanton, CA 94566-0198
Phone: 925-846-8790
Cell #: 925-872-2364

HOME
SERVICES

Donate Your Car, Truck, Boat
to Heritage for the Blind. Free 3 Day
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing,
All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 888-902-
6851. (Cal-SCAN)

210 Garage/Estate

Sales
Pleasanton, 3231 Vineyard Ave, Current
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Electrical Engineer
California PE registration. Innovative
solution oriented professional, excep-
tional customer support in consulting

engineering industry. Leadership,
Project Management experience.
Principals only/no recruiters 707-307-
1520. (Cal-SCAN)

715 Cleaning
Services

Divina’s Housecleaning Services.
Complete housecleaning services,
attention to details,friendly,great
references available.Flex schedule
and Licensed worker.CALL NOW 925
337 4871 or 925 339 0535 divina-
cunha77@hotmail.com

783 Plumbing

New Age Plumbing
Drain cleaning. Service and repair.
Fixture installation. Gas and water
piping. Free estimates. 24 Hour
Emergency Service.
Call Us Now! 925-803-9956
www.newageplumbing.biz
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825 Homes/Condos
for Sale

East Palo Alto
2589 Emmett Way. $335K. OWNER
FINANCE! FHA OK! Complete remod-
ell 650-619-6384

840 Vacation

Rentals/Time Shares

Advertise Vacation Property

in 240 California newspapers for
one low cost of $550. Your 25 word

classified ad reaches over 6 mil-
lion+ Californians. Free brochure call
Elizabeth (916)288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)

850 Acreage/Lots/

Storage

El Paso, TX: 20 Acres
Live on land now!! Only $99/mo. $O
down, owner financing, no credit
checks! Beautiful Mountain Views! Free
Color Brochure. 1-800-755-8953. www.
SunsetRanches.com (Cal-SCAN)

o

Support Local Business

The online guide
to Pleasanton
businesses

Pleasanton
@xpress.

Sign up online at
PleasantonWeekly.com

PET OF THE WEEK

Black cat
Friday

Meet Macadamia
Nut, a 2-year-old
female kitty eager
for her forever
home after living
at Valley Humane
Society for over six
months. Don’t be
suspicious — black
cats are not spooky
and are often the

i

best cats out there.
They are cuddly and

TRINA CORT

very attractive little kitties but also are usually the last to
find homes. Visit Valley Humane Society from 1-4 p.m.
today for Black Cat Friday for discounted animal adoptions.
To learn more, call 426-8656 or visit www.valleyhumane.
org. Valley Humane Society is open 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday-

Saturday, at 3670 Nevada St.
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Real Estate

OPEN HOME GUIDE AND REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

#1 Real Estate Team in the Tri-Valley
www.FabulousProperties.net ¢ www.RubyHill.net

Forum calls for housing
to be a ‘national priority’

Home ownership important to fabric of society, Realtors say

By JEB BING

The struggling housing market needs to
be a priority on the nation’s public policy
agenda, because housing and homeowner-
ship issues affect all Americans.

That was the message from speakers at
the Legislative and Political Forum recently
at the 2011 Realtors Conference & Expo in
Anaheim.

Realtors at the National Association of
Realtors (NAR) annual conference heard
from Washington Post columnist Eugene
Robinson and political media consultant
Alex Castellanos, who both agreed the
housing market is hurting and needs to
be a top priority for the 2012 presidential
candidates.

Both speakers said that while much of
the debate focuses on the financial aspects
of homeownership, there is no deny-
ing that owning a home has many social
benefits and is important to the fabric of
society.

“Owning a home represents the best of
America, is a goal for many families and
has many benefits beyond the financial,”
said Castellanos. “We build the economy
on homeownership, and until the housing
market is restored, the nation and economy
can’t move forward.”

He said that instead of taking money
from hardworking, middle-class Americans
by reducing or eliminating the mortgage
interest deduction, the government should
to cut its spending and give back to the
American people.

“Taking away the mortgage interest de-
duction would let even more air out of the
balloon and be devastating to the housing
market and economy,” he added. “I don’
anticipate changes to mortgage interest

deduction.”

Rep. Gary Miller (R-Calif.) also spoke at
the forum and urged Realtors to reach out
to their members of Congress and encour-
age them to get involved in stabilizing the
housing market.

“A healthy housing industry helps ev-
eryone in the country,” Miller said. “The
housing market has led this nation out of
every downturn we've had in the past.”

“Congress needs to focus on stabilizing
the market, and that must be dealt with
today and in a comprehensive fashion that
will serve home owners today and in the
future,” he added.

He said that legislation and regulations
to fix the housing market must do no fur-
ther harm. Miller said reduced loan limits
for conforming loans, proposals that would
eliminate Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac and
calls to eliminate or reduce the mortgage
interest deduction are having a negative
impact on consumer confidence and the
housing industry, and could lead to less
liquidity and possibly more foreclosures.

Miller talked about the future of the
secondary mortgage market and said that
while private capital must be the dominant
source of mortgage credit, government in-
volvement is necessary to ensure investor
confidence and mortgage liquidity.

NAR leaders said the organization sup-
ports the principles of a bill introduced by
Congressman Miller and U.S. Representa-
tive Carolyn McCarthy (D-N.Y.) earlier this
year,

They said that H.R. 2413, the “Second-
ary Market Facility for Residential Mort-
gages Act of 2011,” offers a comprehensive

See FORUM on Page 22

SALES AT A GLANCE

Dublin (Oct. 21 - Nov. 2)

Total sales reported: 10

Lowest sale reported: $185,000
Highest sale reported: $784,000
Average sales reported: $444,400

Livermore (Oct. 21 - Nov. 2)

Total sales reported: 25

Lowest sale reported: $155,000
Highest sale reported: $910,000
Average sales reported: $385,520

Pleasanton (Oct. 21 - Nov. 2)

Total sales reported: 23

Lowest sale reported: $153,500
Highest sale reported: $1,990,000
Average sales reported: $599,826

San Ramon (Oct. 30 - Nov. 9)

Total sales reported: 15
Lowest sale reported: $155,000
Highest sale reported: $950,000

Average sales reported: $585,533
Source: California REsource

OPEN HOMES THIS WEEKEND

Alamo

6 BEDROOMS

1311 Laverock Lane $2,950,000
Sun 1-4 Michael Haffield Broker 984-1339
Danville

5 BEDROOMS

755 El Pintado Rd $1,945,000
Sun 2-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 314-1111

Find more open home listings at pleasantonweekly.com/real_estate
For marketing opportunities contact Andrea Heggelund at 600-0840 x110.

Beautiful 4 bedroom, 4.5 bath, 5665 sq ft home in Ruby Hill with bonus room,
pool/spa, golf course lot & views. Offered at $1,950,000

Susan
Schall
925-519-8226

DRE License #01713497

Donna
Garrison
925-980-0273

DRE License #01735040

Fran & Dave
Cunningham
925-202-6898

DRE License #0: 96 & 00930892

KELLER WILLIAMS

KW Broker DRE License #01395362

Realtors

WWW . EEECLITF . CaM

Scan QR Code to download
our Rockcliff APP

View ALL East Bay Homes for Sale At
WWW.ROCKCLIFF.COM

Blackhawk East
4105 Blackhawk Plaza Cir.
Danville, CA 94506

925.648.5300

Blackhawk West
3880 Blackhawk Rd.
Danville, CA 94506

925.736.6000

Livermore
1983 Second St.
Livermore, CA 94550

925.667.2100

Danville
15 Railroad Ave.
Danville, CA 94526

925.855.4000

Lafayette
3799 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette, CA 94549

925.385.2330

Orinda
89 Davis Rd.,
Orinda, CA 94563

925.253.7000

Walnut Creek
1700 N. Main St.
Walnut Creek, CA 94596

925.280.8500

Pleasanton
5075 Hopyard Rd Ste. 110
Pleasanton, CA 94588

925.251.2500

Montdair/ Piedmont
6116 La Salle Ave., Ste. 200
Oakland, CA 94611

510.339.4800
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Landmark opens office
in Hacienda Business Park

Mortgage group offers comprehensive approach
to residential lending

Realtor earns designation
as ‘distressed sales’ expert

Works to help homeowners avoid foreclosure

Diana Korpi of RE/MAX Accord has earned

By JEB BING

Landmark Mortgage Group opened its
new Pleasanton office last week at 5075 Hop-
yard Rd. in the Hacienda Business Park.

“We have been serving Pleasanton for a
few years, but wanted to be closer to our
real estate partners that we work with on a
daily basis,” said Todd Utikal, a Landmark
Mortgage advisor.

Landmark is a division of Opes Advisors
Inc. and also has offices in Livermore, Santa
Cruz and Brentwood. Opes is a mortgage
bank and wealth management firm offering
integrated personal financial services en-
compassing real estate, real estate financing

and investment management.

“We are looking forward to further the
strategic partnerships and create a shared
success,” Utikal said at Wednesday’s rib-
bon-cutting ceremony.

“We provide a comprehensive approach to
residential lending with proven solutions to
our clients and referral partners,” he added.
“Landmark is a total resource for residential
mortgage services and considers a home an
asset that needs to be managed properly as
it is a key to ones overall financial strategy.”

For more information about the Land-
mark Mortgage Group, email info@lm-
glending.com. m

FORUM

Continued from Page 21

strategy for reforming the secondary mort-
gage market and gives the federal govern-
ment a continued role to ensure a consis-
tent flow of mortgage credit in all markets
and all economic conditions.

California Gov. Jerry Brown was also a
featured speaker at the forum and told at-
tendees that while it’s important for con-
sumers to live within their means, it also

critical that they invest in their futures,
and one important way is through home
ownership. He also said there needs to be
more help for underwater home owners
through refinancing their mortgages or
reducing their debt burden.

Brown hopes Congress can come to-
gether soon and develop solutions that
will solve many of todays housing and
economic challenges.

“The nation needs to have restored confi-
dence in the housing market and economy,”
he said. m

Exceptional Pleasanton Properties

For photos and virtual tours
visit www.deloresgragg.com

Ifyou are thinking of selling or buying
a home, call me for information
on current market conditions and
options available to you.

Zn
KELLER WILLIAMS.

Tri Valley Realty

REALTOR® Lic#01206964
KELLER WILLIAMS® Tri-Valley Realty is Independently Owned and Operated.

WWW.DELORESGRAGG.COM

603 Blossom Ct, Pleasanton

5 bedrooms, 4 baths, approx
5000+ sqft, bonus room, separate office
and spa room - premium location! Large

and flat 31,060 sqft lot.
Offered ar $1,425,000

5047 Forest Hill Dy, Pleasanton
Forest Hill Estates — Built in 1996

Beautiful single story home featuring
4 bedrooms, 3 baths, approx 2,547 sqft.
New interior paint, new carpet, hardwood
floors, marble entry, remodeled master bath.

Large approx. 9889 sqft. flat lot. Walk to
schools, parks and shopping.
Offered at $850,000

Page 22 ® November 25, 2011 ® Pleasanton Weekly

Excellent Westside location with 3 car garage.

the Certified Distressed Property Expert
(CDPE) designation, having completed ex-
tensive training in foreclosure avoidance and
short sales.

Short sales allow the cash-strapped seller
to repay the mortgage at
the price that the home
sells for, even though it is
lower than what is owed
on the property. With
plummeting property val-
ues, this can save many
people from foreclosure
and even bankruptcy.
More and more lenders are
willing to consider short

Diana Korpi

sales because they are much less costly than
foreclosures.

“This CDPE designation has been invalu-
able as I work with sellers and lenders on
complicated short sales,” Korpi said. “It is so
rewarding to be able to help sellers save their
homes from foreclosure.”

Alex Charfen, founder of the Distressed
Property Institute in Boca Raton, Fla., said
that Realtors with the CDPE designation
have valuable training in short sales that
can offer the homeowner much better al-
ternatives to foreclosure, which virtually
destroys the credit rating. CDPE experts
also may better understand market con-
ditions and can help sellers through the
emotional experience. m

HOME SALES

This week’s data represents homes sold in October
2011.

Dublin

11654 Amarillo Court US Bank to B. Frazier for
$495,000

7413 Bedford Court SGT Two Limited to D. &S.
Thompson for $460,000

2585 Cipriani GRIS-HOV Positano Limited to Y.
Huang for $784,000

3385 Dublin Boulevard #432 D. Shon to R. Yu
for $310,000

7052 Dublin Meadows Street #C Bank of New
York to Arruabarrena Trust for $185,000

7824 Gate Way Federal National Mortgage to M.
Hardman for $300,000

4216 Lorimer Loop C. & K. Park to S.
Chandrasekharan for $581,000

3360 Maguire Way #430 R. Galvin to G. Gu for
$279,000

11576 Manzanita Lane Patelco Credit Union to
J. Armerding for $500,000

11582 Manzanita Lane Wells Fargo Bank to L.
Richardson for $550,000

Livermore

1135 Bannock Street Bartlett Trust to S. Dovey
for $290,000

836 Bellflower Street J. & N. Shires to R. Werner
for $240,000

224 Bellington Common #304 A. & K.
Rodrigues to R. Shafiei for $190,000

1435 Columbine Way S. & S. Toyama to H. &Y.
Konno for $510,000

498 Colusa Way |. Gardner to T. Schall for
$385,000

1134 Coronado Way D. Verdeck to J. & K. Ames
for $427,000

104 Diamond Drive C. & G. Butler to L.
Lonnberg-Pardini for $445,000

211 Donner Avenue M. Desanz to G. &S.
Rosenbaum for $289,000

1340 Elm Street |P Morgan Chase Bank to J. & E.
Cotton for $175,000

3162 Golden Crest Common #3 Deutsche Bank
to Heule Trust for $230,000

844 Grace Street Howard Trust to C. Dolin for
$485,000

2387 High Castle Court Aequitas Commercial
Finance to T. & S. Stuifzand for $885,000

4884 Kimberley Common Triwin Realty Group
to K. & E. Willes for $389,000

1683 Linden Street McKinley HP Partners to J. &
A. Clark for $280,000

1024 Locust Street G. Espinoza to T. Lamanna
for $233,000

1216 Locust Street Community Rebuilding Assets
Holdings to C. Hanlon for $315,000

1663 Monterey Drive Filho Trust to G. Bunch for
$190,000

1997 Monterey Drive Federal National Mortgage
to H. Carey for $155,000

2340 Normandy Circle Bergmann Trust to D. &
K. Dominguez for $910,000

1851 Park Street R. Kelly to Morisoli Properties
for $515,000

751 Sandpiper Common Federal Home Loan
Mortgage to C. Montoya for $165,000

187 Selby Lane #3 Shea Homes to Y. & F.
Reynado for $355,000

21 Sparrow Street R. & C. Caulk to S. & D.
Walter for $600,000

5452 Treeflower Drive D. Carr to J. Petersdorf
for $255,000

2657 Tuscany Court Citibank to J. & A. Wheeler
for $725,000

Pleasanton

3828 Appian Street Mehta Trust to J. Cho for
$785,000

3243 Arbor Drive Laflash Trust to R. Kahn for
$905,000

2146 Arroyo Court #4 California Housing
Finance to R. Lin for $155,000

2182 Arroyo Court #4 M. Nahim to A. Suhalil
for $153,500

662 Concord Place M. Annab to M. Lam for
$228,000

4300 Del Valle Parkway M. & . Rivera to T. &
M. Rowell for $450,000

847 Division Street #A T. & M. Gore to A. Gore
for $197,000

6150 Everglades Court Duke Trust to Y. & P. Lee
for $480,000

3399 Harpers Ferry Court P. & D. Huseman to
T. Harris for $615,000

2574 Heatherlark Circle Ramos Trust to T. Lie
for $405,000

437 Mission Drive L. &Y. Chen to W. Zhang for
$593,000

3858 Mohr Avenue S. Motzko to M. Richardson
for $725,000

3217 Monmouth Court F. Thor to J. Chung for
$564,000

1311 Montrose Place D. & O. Hadjilambris to J.
& B. Casilli for $1,402,000

8185 Mountain View Drive #B L. Zaiss to M.
Saidi for $245,000

5263 Muirwood Drive L. & C. Lofton to D.
Johnson for $675,000

4157 Parma Court S. & A. Reddi to L. & N. Rios
for $1,990,000

3683 Platt Court #S Bellomo Trust to S. Liu for
$567,000

5611 San Antonio Street Hoig Trust to N. & .
Penney for $582,500

561 St. John Street Hoge Trust to K. & M.
Sargsyan for $365,000

4127 Stanley Boulevard D. Ha to K. Batstone
for $375,000

3374 Vermont Place M. & P. Elerick to P. Lin for
$700,000

7092 Via Quito Choudhry Trust to Fraze Trust for
$639,000
Source: California REsource



FEATURING

'ft".:-;'.. ?"' 6023 STERLING GREEN CIRCLE

b Beautiful home in the “Canyon Oaks” neighborhood of
South Pleasanton. This 4 bed/2.5 bath home, is just under
2900 sq ft. Built by KB homes in 2003, on a secluded and
premium lot, this home has many wonderful upgrades.
Enjoy the oversized backyard, with professional land-
scaping, custom arbor and views of the Pleasanton Ridge.
Walking distance to Hearst Elementary & Pleasanton
Middle School, close to downtown, shops, the Bernal
sports fields and freeway, vaulted ceilings with formal
dining and living room, built with energy conservation
features, plantation shutters, upgraded lighting through-
out home. Upgraded kitchen with Zodiac counter tops and
high end stainless steel appliances.
REDUCED TO $849,000

Julia Murtagh

925.997.2411

o 2650 Chocolate Street,
1 i ocolate Street,
jmurtagh@apr.com = gestielg
o at Dublin Wonderful 4 bedroom
JuliaMurtagh.com ol U B /25 bathroom home.
2007. $50k in Built in 2000, located

in Mohr Elementary
School District. Call
for more information.

#| upgrades, 2160
sq.ft. Short sale.
$520,000

DRE #01751854

“Bringing Integrity

to Your Front Door”

A
‘ |
N
ALAIN PINE L Charming 4 BR/2 BA in Highland Oaks,  Gorgeous 4 BR home, stunning 4 BR /3 BA home features granite kitchen,

1606 sq ft., with a resort-style backyard. hardwood floors, upgrades throughout. crown molding and views.
$690,000 $781,000 $990,000

= &WJW

4436 Desertwood Place, Pleasanton 8172 Moller Ranch Dr, Pleasanton 5071 Monaco Dr, Pleasanton

REALTORS

Client Testimonial for a
Recent Short Sale Listing

Julia navigated the complexities
of a short sale and successfully
sold our home in an incredibly

ihm ltizi”e period. Her in-depth 10% OF PLEASANTON'’S RESIDENTIAL HOME
nowledge of the neighborhoods

shows. She priced the house SALES IN 2011 ARE “SHORT SALES”

right to get multiple bids If you are a home owner thinking of participating in a Short Sale,

e e you need to know this and more.....
expedite the short sale, with

What is a Short Sale?

backup offers in hand. ' A short sale is a transaction in which the homeowner owes more on the loan than the property is
—Sabrina Wong worth. To sell the home, the lien holder or lien holders must approve the sale because the amount
owed to the lien holder will be “short” of what is currently owed by the borrower.
My Buyers Needs: July 18, 2011: California Senate Bill 458 was passed!

: SB 458 brings closure and certainty to the short sale process and ensures that once a lender has agreed to
Large family home, . e s o "
accept a short sale payment on a property, all lienholders — those in first position and in junior positions —
Sh e A ill consider th ding bal id in full and the h ill not be held
backyard with pool, wi con§11:, ; erft e outsc’;ilr} : 1ng1 alance as pai hln ull and the homeowner will not be he - te
under 1.3 million responsible for any additional payments on the property. REALTOR® Institute
Please visit my dedicated website for more information or call me for
Smaller family home, a confidential conversation. I have helped many Sellers and Buyers in
3+ beds/ can be a this process!

con:z;Zr;ggizal, uliaHelpsDistressedSellers.com

REALTOR

CERTIFIED DISTRESSED
PROPERTY EXPERT ®
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My doctor
IS my hero

" a Ic‘fe~tkreatem‘m‘7 moment,
my Aoclor made a jreat call -
and saved my life."

Randy, Firefighter, PAMF patient

Seé my 5t0r\/ atl
pamf.org/findadoctor

Palo Alto Medical
L%‘ Fguandatzo'on e 1-888-398-5677

A Sutter Health Affiliate Part of the Sutter Health network




