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Serving the Tri-Valley with Medical Facilities in Livermore and Pleasanton.

SLEEP APNEA
FREE EDUCATION SEMINAR

Presented by: 
Chirag Pandya, MD

Date: November 2, 2011

Time: 7:00 PM

Location: ValleyCare Medical Plaza 
5725 W. Las Positas Blvd, Pleasanton 
2nd floor Conference Room 
Pleasanton

Over time, inadequate sleep, no matter  
what the cause, can produce ill health  
and disease. Join us for this free education 
seminar where Dr. Pandya will discuss the 
dangers of sleep apnea, the consequences  
of sleep deprivation, insomnia and the  
necessity of good sleep habits.

Dr. Chirag Pandya is a board certified physician 
with ValleyCare Medical Foundation. He has 
completed sub-specialty training in Sleep 
Medicine at Stanford University and is  
the Medical Director of the Sleep Center  
at ValleyCare.

We invite you to register for  
this seminar by calling our Health  
Information Line at 1-800-719-9111 or visit  
www.valleycare.com/educationseminars.

484-0678   1270 Quarry Lane, Pleasanton   www.Jazzntaps.com

2009 2010 2011

Tap  Jazz Ballet 
Hip-Hop  Modern  

Musical Theater  Tumbling

Classes for ages 2.5 to Adult

FREE 
Registration with this coupon

Dr. P. J. Singh, DDS 
At 1400 Santa Rita Road, Suite C 

Pleasanton, Ca 

Thursday & Sunday appointments 
 now avaialable from 10 am to 6 pm

■ Affordable  
    Prices 

■ Digital X-Rays

■ Modern Office                 

■ Grand Opening  
    Discounts 

For appointment please 
call these numbers: 

925-485-9595.

Tracy office - 209-221-6666

Most insurance plans accepted

Independence is all about choice. In how you 
grow your mind…In how you relax your 

body…In how you nurture your spirit. The 
Parkview is all about choice. Because you’re old 
enough to do whatever you choose.

The Parkview features apartments with 
kitchenettes and an array of  amenities. Separate 
memory care accommodations are on-site.

Call today for more information  
or to schedule a tour.

WHEN LIVING ALONE
BECAME TOO DIFFICULT,
I KNEW I NEEDED A
CHANGE. AS MUCH AS I
LOVE MY CHILDREN, 
MOVING IN WITH THEM 
SIMPLY WASN’T AN 
OPTION FOR ME. I LIKE 
THE PRIVACY OF MY OWN 
APARTMENT. I’VE BEEN 
INDEPENDENT ALL MY 
LIFE, AND I PLAN
TO STAY THAT WAY.

100 VALLEY AVENUE (FORMERLY JUNIPERO ST.) 
PLEASANTON

925-461-3042
WWW.ESKATON.ORG   MANAGED BY ESKATONLicense #015601283

THE INDEPENDENCE YOU WANT, THE ASSISTANCE YOU NEED.

SportsPlus is the first to offer TRX suspension 
training in group exercise format!

(925) 462-5557
80 Mission Drive, Pleasanton (parallel to Raley’s)

www.SportsPlusBayArea.com

SportsPlus  
Group Fitness

At SportsPlus we have the 
solution to endless hours spent 
roaming your gym trying to 
accomplish that perfect workout. 

Call today for 2 FREE classes!  
Mention this ad. Expires 11/30/11.

All with no monthly dues and no processing fees!

We offer: 
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Among the hundreds of se-
niors at last week’s ground-
breaking festivities for Pleas-

anton’s Stoneridge Creek retire-
ment complex on Staples Ranch 
were Marge and Rudy Johnson, 
well-known in the city’s nonprofit, 
public service and religious com-
munities. The Johnsons first heard 
about the upscale retirement project 
being proposed by Continuing Life 
Communities from former Pleas-
anton school superintendent Bill 
James, then at a presentation the 
Carlsbad-based company made at 
the downtown Pleasanton Rotary 
Club, where Rudy is a member. 
With their two children caring 
for their own offspring in Boulder 
and Telluride, Colo., the Johnsons 
wanted to “age in place” (as it’s 
called) without leaving Pleasanton 
and without becoming a burden 
to their son Kurt and daughter 
Kirsten and their families. Besides, 
Marge said, it’s too windy in Boul-
der and too cold in Telluride.
 So they made a $1,000 deposit 
on a 1,641-square-foot duet in the 
Villa section of Stoneridge Creek 
in March 2008, as CLC’s plans 
began moving through the city’s 
approval process. They expected it 
to be built by 2010 and that they’d 
be living there now.
 But the wheels of development 
approvals have a way of taking a 
long time in Pleasanton and, as 
anxious as city officials said they 
were to get Stoneridge Creek under 
way, obstacles stood in the way. 
Alameda County owned the 124-
acre Staples Ranch and wanted a 
final agreement on extending Ston-
eridge Drive to El Charro Road on 
the eastern edge of Staples, where 
it will connect to Jack London 
Boulevard on the Livermore side. 
Many in the nearby Mohr-Martin 
community, where the four-lane 
Stoneridge Drive now ends at the 
western edge of Staples, objected 
to the extension which they feared 
would invite cut-through traffic 
by I-580 commuters. Also, there 
was the question of protecting rare 
species of plant life and red-legged 
frogs, which required environmen-
tal studies. Public hearings, the 
threat of lawsuits and at least two 
City Council elections also stalled 
the permits CLC needed. By the 
time the council gave its final ap-
proval this summer, the wife of 
Troy Bourne, who had first brought 
the application, had delivered three 
of their children.
 Marge Johnson, always an ac-
tive get-the-job-done person, was 
frustrated and organized a group 
of seniors who also had placed de-
posits on Stoneridge Creek homes, 

with many of them investing 10% 
of the buying a “right to occupy” 
contract. A Stanford grad and Bay 
Area Realtor for 22 years, she had 
everyone don yellow shirts, which 
they wore to several meetings 
with the City Council where they 
called for a decision. The pressure 
worked and CLC finally got its de-
velopment permit.
 For the Johnsons and the nearly 
100 who have move-in contracts, 
Stoneridge Creek answers the need 
for couples who are in the autumn 
of their lives with plans to stay 
active and involved in the com-
munity they love. Rudy Johnson 
is a retired Episcopal priest. Years 
of ministering to diverse congrega-
tions in Palo Alto, Hayward, Castro 
Valley and Berkeley have given 
him a broad-based outlook on 
culture. He helped gain public sup-
port for the Firehouse Arts Center 
and continues as a member of the 
Alameda County Arts Commission. 
Marge Johnson is still a member of 
the local chapter of the American 
Association of University Women 
(AAUW), where she served as 
president twice. Last Sunday, she 
joined the group in Sacramento to 
celebrate the 100th anniversary of 
the Women’s Suffrage Act, marking 
the day California became the sixth 
state to sign the Constitutional 
amendment. One of her many 
activities is with Book Buddies, a 
group of 20 who read to the young, 
as she did Tuesday morning at the 
Pleasanton Senior Center with a 
class of second graders from Hearst 
Elementary School.
 As the delays in building 
Stoneridge Creek continued, the 
Johnsons looked at other options, 
including a church-run facility in 
Oakland. Fortunately, they had 
the time and good health to wait 
out the city approval process and 
can now look forward to moving 
into their new home in Pleas-
anton in early 2013. That gives 
them the chance to continue their 
friendships, social activities and 
volunteer work right here in town, 
which they can continue calling 
home. 

AROUND  
PLEASANTON

BY JEB BING

Aging in 
Pleasanton

About the Cover
Moore’s Pumpkin Patch off I-580 is just one place to have Halloween fun this 
year as Pleasanton celebrates the spooky holiday. Photo by Cammie Clark. 
Design by Kristin Herman.
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FALL IS FOR PLANTING

*50% off all landscape shrubs, vines, shade trees, fruit trees, roses, 
Japanese maples…all plants in 1 gallon container or larger!

*25% off all soils, fertilizers and plant aids; Garden color and 
vegetable plants; Garden gifts and accessories; Christmas 

ornaments and novelties; Fall bulbs and seeds

*30% off all ceramic and clay pottery, cement containers and 
fountains from A Silvestri.

*Discount off regular prices. Limited to stock on hand. 
Sale prices good through Sunday, Oct. 30.

Great Gardens Begin Here!
2756 Vineyard Ave., Pleasanton, CA 94566

925-462-1760

www.WesternGardenNursery.com
www.facebook.com/wgnursery

Open Daily 9-5:30, Closed Monday, October 31 for inventory

Visit our online store at shoppleasanton.com

2011

Local honey tasting by Gerarad’z 
Honeybees on Sunday, October 30th. 

Come see a live bee observation hive. 

First two people to spot the queen will 

win 4 jars of honey.

Enter to win one of sixteen 
$50.00 Western Garden 

Nursery gift cards. Winning 
numbers will be drawn hourly 
and posted on our facebook 
page. See store for details.

Get All of This Plus More Great Offers from Volvo!

THE NEW 2012 VOLVO S60

925.939.3333
2791 North Main St., Walnut Creek

www.lawrencevolvo.com

For further details, 
please contact our
sales department

5 YEAR WARRANTY + 5 YEAR WEAR & TEAR
5 YEAR SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE + 5 YEAR ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE

BEST-IN-CLASS COVERAGE PLAN FROM VOLVO SECURESAFE

Bring Home the Holidays
The Pleasanton Weekly will help you start off the holiday season with the annual glossy Holiday Gift 
Guide in the November 18 issue. Also, each newspaper issue during the season will feature articles 
dedicated to helping you make the holidays a sweet and joyous time full of fun, family and friends. 

November 18 – Deck the Halls
Decorating for the holidays

November 25 – Entertaining
How to hold a memorable, warm holiday gathering 

December 2 – Be Good To Yourself
Don’t stress! Take care of yourself 

December 9 – Peace and Joy
Create special memories, and keep the kids 
occupied, during holiday break

December 16 – Last Minute Gift Giving
Ideas in all price ranges for the procrastinators

Weekly.com
Pleasanton

To subscribe or advertise call (925) 600-0840.

JEB BING

Marge and Rudy Johnson eagerly an-
ticipate moving into their new home 
at Stoneridge Creek.



Streetwise
ASKED AROUND TOWN

Should the driving age be raised 
to 18?

Maddie Granucci
Fifth-grade student

No. You should be able to drive to high 
school, especially if your parents leave early 
in the morning for work. I’m going to pass 
driver’s ed and practice driving a lot before I 
get my license to make sure that I’m a good 
driver.

Shontaley Jones
Student

No. I’m 15, and I’ve excited to drive. I think 
teenagers are more mature now, and we 
can handle driving responsibly. I’m doing 
driver’s ed now online, and I will be sure not 
to drink and drive or text and drive once I 
get my license.

Tino Castillo
Student

No. Sixteen is about the age that people 
need to get around to work and other 
things. I am going to be a safe driver, 
because I could kill someone if I wasn’t 
responsible.

Alisha Meazzo
Stay-at-home-mom

I think the test itself should be harder, 
because there are a lot of really bad adult 
drivers. Many teenagers are ready to drive 
responsibly at 16, so I don’t think that it is 
necessarily an age thing. Teens need to be 
able to get around to school and work.

Ken Ebihara
Construction

I do think it should be raised. They would 
be safer drivers, in my opinion, and the 
insurance costs would be less expensive.

Have a Streetwise question? E-mail editor@PleasantonWeekly.com
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NOW OFFERING ZERONA® BODY SLIMMING
Zerona® is the only clinically-proven non-invasive 

laser slimming treatment that removes fat and 
reduces inches with:

Lose 1 dress size in 2 weeks!
After AfterBefore Before

$10.00 Per Unit 

Botox® Treatment  Always!!!

NORCAL
Weight Loss Center

Look Better. Feel Better. Be Better

 

GRAHAM-HITCH
MORTUARY

Dignified Care  
& Compassionate Service 

Since 1891

Advance Planning 
Made Easy

Call Deanna for a FREE 
 consultation. In-home 

visits available.

4167 First Street, Pleasanton

925-846-5624
Crematory Privately Owned  

& Operated
FD#429



Newsfront
Rotary Club Spirit 
Run is Sunday
 The Rotary Club of Pleasan-
ton will hold its first-ever Hal-
loween Spirit Run starting at 
9 a.m. Sunday on Main Street. 
Patterned after the club’s popu-
lar Father’s Day Spirit Run, it 
will include a 5k road race as 
well as several races for chil-
dren. Because of its Halloween 
theme, participants are encour-
aged to come in costume
 Registration will start at 7: 30 
a.m. in the parking lot on Main 
Street shared by Domus and 
Round Table Pizza. The 5K race 
will kick off at 9 a.m. under the 
Pleasanton Arch, with a 50-yard 
and 200-yard races for children 
scheduled at 10 and 10:30 a.m.
 More information can be found 
on the Rotary Club’s website at 
www.pleasantonrotary.org.

Solar Expo workshop

 The city of Pleasanton will host 
a free workshop to provide resi-
dents with an overview of solar 
technology for residential use. 
The Solar Expo is scheduled for 
noon, Saturday, Nov. 5, at the 
city’s Operations Service Center, 
3333 Busch Road in Pleasanton. 
 The presentation will include 
an overview about residential 
solar energy -- how it works, 
average costs, how to determine 
if a home is situated for its use, 
and how the state and federal 
incentives work. For a limited 
time, Pleasanton will also offer an 
incentive for solar installation.
 A question and answer session 
will follow the presentation, and 
solar installers will be available to 
answer questions in an informal 
setting. 
 Those attending the expo are 
asked to register at http://Pleas-
antonSolarExpo.eventbrite.com. 
For more information, call 931-
5506, or visit www.Pleasanton-
GreenScene.org.

NCO Academy at 
Camp Parks
 The Non-Commissioned 
Officer Academy, which was 
formerly located in the state 
of Washington, is opening at 
Camp Parks in Dublin. It is one 
of three academies across the 
country and is the only one in 
the Western region.
 Congressman Jerry McNerney 
(11th) will speak at the Uncas-
ing of the Colors Ceremony at 
9:30 a.m. this morning in the 
Parks Chapel Building 501 at 
Camp Parks.

Corrections
The Weekly desires to correct  
all significant errors. To request  
a correction, call the editor  
at (925) 600-0840 or e-mail:  
editor@PleasantonWeekly.com

DIGEST
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Seniors cheer as construction starts on Stoneridge Creek
 Pleasanton’s upscale retirement community to have 635 independent living units

BY JEB BING
 More than 400 guests turned 
out last Thursday for ceremonies 
marking the start of construction of 
Stoneridge Creek, Pleasanton’s new 
upscale, 635-unit continuing care 
retirement community.
 Among those attending were 
some 100 individuals who have 
already paid their 10% deposits 
for homes, duplexes and garden 
apartments, making them eligible 
to move in when the first of the 
homes become available in 2013.
 The project, being developed by 
Continuing Life Communities (CLC), 
has been under consideration for five 
years. It would have been built by 
now except for a series of lawsuits 
and procedural stumbling blocks 
that delayed the city’s approval. Ear-
lier this year, the City Council came 
under increased pressure to approve 
the development by a large group 
of Pleasanton seniors who began 
attending meetings wearing yellow 
shirts to demand action.
 The retirement community is 
being built on 46 acres of the 124-
acre Staples Ranch property, which 
recently was annexed into Pleasan-
ton. Besides work now under way 
for Stoneridge Creek, earth movers 
are also busy preparing much of 
the rest of Staples Ranch for future 
development and roads, including 
an extension of Stoneridge Drive 
from where it is now barricaded 
at the edge of Pleasanton on to El 
Charro Road to link to Jack London 

Boulevard in Livermore.
 City, civic and Alameda County 
representatives attended the lun-
cheon groundbreaking ceremony, 
which was hosted by members of 
CLC’s management team, including 
Warren E. “Ned” Spieker, Jr., chair-
man, Richard D. Aschenbrenner, 
chief executive officer, and Troy 
Bourne, vice president at CLC who 
has been spearheading the Pleasan-
ton project since the beginning.
 To dramatize a bit, Aschenbrenner 
said Bourne’s wife had given birth 
to three of their children since her 
husband first asked the city to ap-
prove Stoneridge Creek.
 Although the CLC team held 
the symbolic gold-colored shovel 
groundbreaking ceremony, the main 
event was a sumptuous noontime 
barbecue under a large white tent on 
the Stoneridge Creek still-dirt site, 
with, an invitation-only event that 
included valet parking, live music 
and guided tours of the site.
  Guests enjoyed a “Recipe for 
Success”-themed barbecue lunch 
and live music on the site of the 
new community. Tours of the prop-
erty were also held after the cer-
emonies.
 Aschenbrenner also introduced 
Jim and Pat Kohnen, the first resi-
dents to reserve a home at Ston-
eridge Creek four years ago. They 
joined CLC, city and county of-
ficials in turning the first shovels of 
dirt for the groundbreaking.
 Bourne said that more than two-

thirds of the homes in Stoneridge 
Creek’s first phase have been re-
served. He cites the upscale, quality 
homes, convenient services, ameni-
ties, dining options and its location 
in Pleasanton for giving the special 
appeal the development has.†
 “This event celebrates the patience 
and effort of not only the city’s capa-
ble staff but also that of the hundreds 
of new residents looking forward to 
becoming part of this community,” 
Bourne said during the ceremonies. 
“We are thrilled to help bring what 
I’m sure will be a great addition to 
the city and region.”
 Designed by the architectural 
firm of Van Tilburg Banvard & 

Sodenburg, AIA, of Santa Monica, 
Calif., the community will offer 
up to 635 independent living resi-
dences, including single-story vil-
las. Bourne said that construction 
of the community’s new homes and 
common buildings will begin in 
the first quarter of 2012. The first 
residents are expected to move in 
during the second half of 2013.
 In addition to nearly 20 floor plan 
options in several configurations, 
Stoneridge Creek will feature several 
restaurant venues ranging from ca-
sual to fine dining; a library; billiard 
and card rooms; and a computer lab 
and business center. Other onsite 

Pleasanton’s oldest resident
Orville Nightingale reads a card with his great-granddaughter Megan Montez at his 107th birth-
day party Tuesday in the dining room at Ridgeview Commons. Friends and family came from as 
far away as Kentucky to join the celebration. Asked the secret to his longevity, Nightingale joked, 
“Every time you exhale, don’t forget to inhale.”

See STONERIDGE on Page 7

JEB BING

Turning the first shovels of dirt for the new Stoneridge Creek retirement commu-
nity on Staples Ranch are (from left) Richard D. Aschenbrenner, chief executive 
officer for Continuing Life Communities (CLC), owner/operator of Stoneridge 
Creek; Pleasanton Vice Mayor Cheryl Cook-Kallio; Alameda County Supervisor 
Scott Haggerty; Warren E. Nedi Spieker, Jr., chairman of CLC; and future resi-
dents Jim and Pat Kohnen.

Teen pleads not 
guilty in double 

stabbing
BY GLENN WOHLTMANN

 The teen charged in a double stabbing in 
September pleaded not guilty on Wednesday, 
despite confessing to one of the stabbings.
 Victor Garcia, 16, is being tried as an adult in 
the stabbings of Cameron Gipson and Dawayne 
Barnes on Sept. 15. Garcia admitted to police 
that he had stabbed Gipson but has denied the 
stabbing of Barnes; however, in his statement to 
police, Garcia said he would have if he’d had the 
chance. Barnes and witnesses all told police that 
Garcia had stabbed both victims.
 In court on Wednesday, after a closed con-
ference between Garcia, his attorney, Thomas 
Knutsen, and Alameda County Superior Court 
Judge Hugh Walker, Knutsen pleaded Garcia not 
guilty on all counts.
 Garcia is charged with two counts of assault 
with a deadly weapon, each of which can carry 
a sentence of up to four years in state prison, and 
with inflicting great bodily injury, which could 
carry an additional sentence of three years. He’s 
also charged with committing a violent felony, 
which could add another three years, and under 
a state statute that prohibits plea bargaining in 

See STABBING on Page 7
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NEWS

Local businesses are adding great deals 
and offers to ShopPleasanton.com every day!

GO TO SHOPPLEASANTON.COM FOR DEALS AND COUPONS

 Colored Glass Jewelry 15% Off (Jewelers Gallery)
When you present, mention or show the coupon on your smartphone.

20% Off Lunch or 10% Off Dinner (Dublin Sports Pub & Grill)
Present, mention, or show the coupon on your smartphone 

 
$2 Off Each Yard of Concrete (Pleasanton Ready Mix)

$2 Off each yard of concrete for orders of 8 yards and more

$20.00 off landscape consultation (Western Garden Nursery)
Fall is for planting!! Schedule a home landscape consultation

New Patients Receive Free Exam & X-Rays (Spinal Health Chiropractic)
Now is the time to take care of your body and get your spinal

New Clients Free Initial Consultation (Troy Van Sloten, CPA & Assoc.)
If you are a potential client, don’t wait until the last minute

Free Consultation and Analysis (Property Solutions And Investments, LLC)
Present, Mention, Or show the coupon on your smart phone

50$ Off Your Initial Service (Patriot Pest Management)
$50 OFF your initial service on a regular pest control program

Call (925) 600-0840 ext. 123 for more information

LOOK FOR THESE FEATURED OFFERS THIS WEEK

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
 The Pleasanton Heritage Association is giving its first 
Architectural Heritage Award for New Construction 
to Emil and Marjorie Oxsen for their home on Peters 
Avenue in Pleasanton’s historic downtown district. The 
New Construction Award is for new homes that are 
true to the historic character of Pleasanton’s downtown 
district.
 The Oxsens built their house from “Kilbourne” plans 
in a 1921 Sears and Roebuck catalogue, adapting them 
for a modern lifestyle and to fit the lot. The bungalow-
style house is 1,200 square feet with two bedrooms, a 
formal dining room and a laundry room.
 “I was limited to how big a house could be built on 
the lot,” Emil Oxsen said.
 He explained that, in order to use the lot they’d 
purchased on Peters Avenue, they moved the kitchen 
from the rear of the house to the front, next to the liv-
ing room.
 Oxsen said the Sears house in 1921 cost $2,700, 
which included shipping the materials — from the 
ceiling joists to the hardwood floors — along with the 
plans.
 “You only had to put it together,” Oxsen explained. 
“Mine was built from scratch. I had a local architect 

draw up floor plans and do engineering to meet codes 
and so forth.”
 The Oxsens are both Pleasanton natives and gradu-
ated from Amador Valley High School. Emil’s grand-
father built several buildings on Main Street; Marjorie 
is a former student of Amador tennis legend, Don 
Anger.
 Years ago, the couple built an old-fashioned, 
3,600-square-foot Victorian style house on Neal Street, 
east of downtown, where they raised their family.
 The Oxsens moved to the Peters Avenue home in 
2004 and spent much time in salvage yards searching 
for hardware and lighting appropriate to a 1920s-vin-
tage bungalow, as well as appropriate wallpaper. They 
are still working on the ceiling in the dining room.
 “It’s just taken time,” Oxsen commented.
 They love living downtown and walk to Main Street 
almost every night, plus they enjoy the historic appeal 
of their home.
 “When I’m in my garden in the front, people are 
amazed that the house is only 6 years old,” Oxsen 
said. 
 The Architectural Heritage Award will be presented 
at the Oxsen house at 370 Peters Ave. at 4 p.m. tomor-
row. 

Peters Avenue house to be recognized
First Architectural Heritage Award for New Construction

The Pleasanton Heritage Association is giving its first Architectural Heritage 
Award for New Construction to Emil and Marjorie Oxsen for their home on Pe-
ters Avenue in Pleasanton’s historic downtown district. The New Construction 
Award is for new homes that are true to the historic character of Pleasanton’s 
downtown district.

Tri-Valley YMCA opens 
new Dublin headquarters 

Thursday
City grant, developer’s aid helps Y

with expanded facilities

BY JEB BING
 The Tri-Valley YMCA will of-
ficially open its new headquarters 
facility in Dublin with a ceremony 
from 5:30 to 8 p.m. Thursday.
 The Tri-Valley Y, which used to be 
located on First Street in Pleasanton, 
moved to larger quarters at 6693 
Sierra Lane, Suite F, in Dublin. 
 At the event, “we will share in-
formation about the programs and 
services available and explain how 
businesses and individuals can 
get involved,” said Kelly O’Lague 
Dulka, executive director. “Sched-
uled activities at this free pub-
lic event include demonstrations, 
self-guided tours, informational 
displays, music and refreshments. 
Those in attendance will have the 
opportunity to win an Apple iPad 
2 and a variety of other prizes.”

 The expansion of the YMCA was 
made possible by a grant from the 
city of Dublin and residential home 
developer Jordan Ranch Proper-
ties. This expansion now allows 
for programs and services to take 
place at two facilities (Dublin and 
Pleasanton) in the Tri-Valley. 
 The new facility includes a Fam-
ily Wellness Center with an array of 
services ranging from recreational 
programs to mental health services 
to fitness and dance classes. 
 Throughout the year, Dulka said 
the YMCA will continue to develop 
programs, classes and services to 
meet the needs of the Tri-Valley com-
munity.
 For more information, go to the 
Y’s website at www.trivalleyymca.
org or www.facebook.com/trival-
leyYMCA. 

Showcase your holiday gift 
ideas or events in

a beautiful, full color
glossy catalog! 

Here Comes
The Holidays

Call 600-0840 for 
more details!
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BY GLENN WOHLTMANN
 A plan to spend nearly $240,000 
to update the Pleasanton school dis-
trict’s facilities master plan met with 
opposition Tuesday from a board 
member and a member of the public, 
but still passed on a 3-1 vote.
 The facilities plan would look at 
the state of the district’s buildings 
and plan for the future. Resident 
Julie Testa pointed out that schools 
are already overcrowded, with the 
need for two elementary schools. She 
pointed to district figures that show 
schools at 113% of capacity, adding 
that doesn’t take into account almost 
500 new apartments planned for the 
Hacienda Business Park.
 She also said a facilities plan would 
be useless, since the district has no 
money for construction projects.
 “Please use the quarter-million 
dollars to pay for teacher salaries,” 
Testa told the board. “Tell the city 
that there needs to be a moratorium 
on building because the (school) 
district has not planned.”
 School Board Chairwoman Valerie 
Arkin opposed the spending for sev-
eral reasons, including the back and 
forth between the city and the state 
over plans to build affordable hous-
ing, a new demographer’s report that 
would tell what the district what to 
expect in terms of new students and 
the ongoing state budget crisis.
 “It’s a lot to spend without know-
ing what’s coming,” Arkin said. “I 
do think we need (a facilities master 
plan), but there’s things we need to 
do first.”
 Arkin also proposed postponing a 
vote because she’d only received de-
tailed information about the proposal 
the morning of the board meeting.
 However, board Member Jeff 
Bowser called it “embarrassing” that 
it had been 14 years since the last 
facilities plan update.
 The $239,920 contract was award-
ed to design firm LPA of Roseville.  

Spokesman Steve Newsom said the 
new facilities plan his company sub-
mits will incorporate demographics 
and the new housing element, and 
that many improvements could be 
done at little or no expense. The 
update will be done in four to six 
months.
 Meanwhile, the school district is 
awaiting a mid-November report that 
could set the stage for more cuts. 
That report is the first of two about 
state revenues; if they are significantly 
below projections, automatic triggers 
could kick in, resulting in an esti-
mated $2.8 million more in cuts to 
the district.
 Luz Cazares, assistant superinten-
dent of business services, said Sep-
tember revenues were $62 million 
short of projections included in the 
final budget, but the state has re-
ceived $248 million more than the 
figures used in the May revision of 
budget numbers.
 “We’re short about $654 million 
of where the state needed to be,” 
Cazares said. “And so we continue to 
wait.”
 In other budget matters, the dis-
trict received about $15,000 from 
the CORE (Community OutReach 
for Education) campaign after the 
close of fundraising. That money will 
be distributed to schools based on 
population. 
 Last weekend’s Bon Apetit fund-
raiser for Pleasanton Partnerships 
In Education (PPIE) netted between 
$70,000 and $80,000, according to 
PPIE Spokeswoman Debi Covello. 
She added that PPIE is changing its 
approach to raising money in the 
hope of having final donation figures 
from fundraising ready before the 
district has to issue layoff notices to 
employees, rather than the flurry of 
last-minute appeals from late spring 
until the beginning of the school year 
it has done the last two years.
 Covello called the requested 

$150-per-child donation “a good 
deal,” pointing out that many dis-
tricts, including neighboring San 
Ramon, ask for much more.
 The board also heard a first re-
port on transitional kindergarten, a 
state-mandated program that would 
combine some of the features of tra-
ditional kindergarten with some of 
those of preschools.
 Jane Golden, the district’s director 
of curriculum and special projects, 
outlined the plan to change the entry 
date for kindergarten to 5 years old by 
September 1, with younger children 
sent to transitional kindergarten in-
stead. The idea, she explained, would 
send older, more mature children 
to regular kindergarten, and send 
younger ones to the transitional pro-
gram, which would be taught by 
teachers and include what Golden 
described as “structured play” as well 
as elements from traditional kinder-
garten.
 Golden said research has shown 
that transitional kindergarten im-
proves social, emotional and aca-
demic development, boosts test 
scores, and increases the likelihood 
that a child will enter college. The 
district has until 2015 to phase in 
the new program, although it, like 
regular kindergarten in California, is 
not mandatory.
 In other actions at its meeting 
Tuesday night, the board approved 
district goals for the school year. 
Those goals are to improve student 
achievement and school safety, to 
better communicate with parents 
and the community and to reduce 
spending and bring in more money. 
Each goal has a set of strategies 
attached to it so successes can be 
measured.
 Superintendent Parvin Ahmadi 
also welcomed Sherya Gupta as 
a student member of the board. 
Gupta is a senior at Amador Valley 
High School. 

 School board OK’s $240,000 plan 
despite objections

Facilities plan will consider current state of schools and look to the future

Mystery 
shopper
Kate Graham 
of Sunol 
was shop-
ping at CVS 
Pharmacy on 
Valley Avenue 
in Pleasanton 
last week when 
this colorful 
bird perched 
on a shopping 
cart near her. 
“Seeming to 
be dressed in 
fall colors, the 
bird allowed 
me to get close 
enough to take 
this picture,” 
Graham wrote 
in an email. 
“Then the mys-
tery shopper 
took flight.”

KATE GRAHAM

PAID BY ROBERT BYRD

Downtown
Dealing from the bottom

Now I’m no expert!  But I do live 

downtown, own downtown 

properties, have restored old 

buildings and built new ones 

downtown and have an unchallenged 

record of supporting downtown 

revitalization. So, let me run these facts 

past you and then tell us what you think.

The Pleasanton City Council just approved an 

eleven (11) members committee to study the possibility 

of changing and/or modifying portions of the existing 

Downtown Specific Plan.  Two (2) members are City 

Council members themselves — five (5) were selected 

by the City Council — two (2) are Pleasanton Planning 

Commissioners and the last two (2) come from the 

Pleasanton Downtown Association.  That makes up all 

eleven (11).

Now some of you out here in the political wastelands 

may be wondering, “How does this government arranged 

combination reflect a fair and balanced picture of the 

community?” Although personally my reasoning process 

never got past my first thought! “Do I really want 

government picking winners and losers for me?” Isn’t 

this like playing poker with someone whose playing with 

your money and a stacked deck? Anyway, if your desires 

are fair rules and balanced representation, then tell the 

government that’s now reshaping Downtown’s future 

what you think. It’s your downtown . . . maybe?

 —Robert W. Byrd

CLOCK REPAIR
Free Estimates
Free Pick-up & Delivery in Tri-Valley

Timely Service

Byfield’s Clock Shop Call (925) 736-9165

amenities include an elegant spa and 
fitness center; an open-air pool, steam 
room and spa terrace; a performing 
arts theater for musical and theatrical 
performances; a movie theater; art 
studio; and woodworking shop. Out-
door recreatwion amenities include a 
short-game golf course; tennis courts; 
dog park; walking and cycling trails; 
and bocce and croquet courts. 

 Stoneridge Creek will also offer a 
state-of-the-art health center located 
adjacent to the main campus. The 
health center will consist of 68 as-
sisted living apartments with a dedi-
cated memory support area as well as 
73 skilled nursing beds. The health 
center will be licensed by the state’s 
Department of Health Services and 
Department of Social Services and 
will be open to the general public as 
well as Stoneridge Creek residents.
 Based in Carlsbad, Calif., Con-

tinuing Life Communities, LLC 
is an owner/operator of continu-
ing care retirement communities 
in California, including the multi 
award-winning communities of La 
Costa Glen in Carlsbad, Univer-
sity Village in Thousand Oaks, and 
Morningside in Fullerton.
 For more information, please call 
800/849-0023 or sign on to the 
Stoneridge Creek Website at www.
stoneridgecreek.com. 

STONERIDGE
Continued from Page 5

certain violent crimes.
 Knutsen told Walker that he’s still 
missing some of the information he 
needs to proceed, but agreed to a 
Nov. 2 appearance for Garcia for 
pretrial motions and the release of 
documents — subpoenaed school 
records for both Barnes and Gip-
son “to determine if the student 
engaged in any acts of violence” or 
“whether the student is or is not a 

member, associate or affiliate of any 
street gang.” 
 The stabbing occurred outside 
the Pleasanton school district’s 
graphics art and utility yard in the 
4700 block of First Street, a little 
more than a block from Village 
High School. High school classes 
were still in session at the time.
 Gipson, 16, attends Amador Val-
ley High School, and Barnes, 17, 
attends Village. Both are recovering, 
and Gipson, also known as Cam-
Cam, has since appeared on a na-

tional TV show as a rapper despite a 
knife wound that pierced his liver.
 Police found Garcia and a male 
associate in front of the Civic Square 
Apartments on Bernal Avenue, 
where Garcia lives; both told police 
the location of the knife used in the 
stabbing and a fixed-blade knife has 
been recovered. 
 Garcia appeared in court dressed 
in a blue Alameda County Jail T-
shirt and tan slacks with shackles 
around his waist. He’s being held 
on $260,000 bail.

STABBING
Continued from Page 5



Page 8 October 28, 2011 Pleasanton Weekly



Pleasanton Weekly October 28, 2011  Page 9

NEWS

TAKE US ALONG

Camping at Sunol: Bjorn Jensen and his son, Erik, take The 
Weekly along for a backpacking trip in the Sunol Regional Wilder-
ness. The son and father camped at Sky Camp campground. “It 
was a beautiful spot and even more amazing how it was so close to 
home,” said Bjorn. 

All Aboard! During a spring break trip to Mexico, Andrew, Megan, Shayne, Kaelin, Allie and Nick set sail onboard the “Happiest 
Cruise on Earth!” The group enjoyed zip-lining, boogie boarding, swimming with dolphins, and of course, catching up on their 
Pleasanton Weekly. 

Ancient site: Visiting the Erechtheion at the Acropolis in Athens, Ron and Kathy Otvos, along with Lori and Rick Schussel, take 
time to catch up on their hometown news.

Bon Voyage Paris: Lonnie Shaw of Pleasanton and Stephanie 
Haynes of Tracy visit Paris last November. Lonnie recalls Paris was 
a “beautiful place!”

Homework in 
Rome: Doing 
their historical 
research, Xiao-
pei and Andrew 
Gelb work on the 
Weekly’s “home-
work assignment” 
as displayed on 
the cover, at the 
Roman Forum 
last November. 

Island of Italy: 
Rose Pompilo and 
her daughter Maria 
Saterlund, both of 
Pleasanton, visit the 
birthplace of Rose’s 
parents on the island 
of Stromboli, Italy. 
Stromboli, home of 
an active volcano, is 
located off the coast 
of Sicily. 
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Business News Edited by Jeb Bing

 Two major retailers of sports and 
outdoor recreational equipment are 
opening new outlets in Dublin as 
the city expands the number of its 
big-box merchandisers .
 Recreational Equipment, 
Inc. (REI) will open its new 
24,000-square-foot store at 7099 
Amador Plaza Road following an 
invitation-only celebration party 
last night.
 A free light breakfast will be 
available starting one hour before 
the store opens at 10 a.m. In addi-
tion, the first 200 people (ages 12 
and older) through the door will 
receive a limited-edition Camel-
Bak water bottle with a $5, $10, 
$25, $50 or $100 REI gift card 
inside.

 REI is known for its top brands 
of gear and apparel for camping, 
climbing, cycling, fitness, hiking, 
paddling, snow sports, and travel. 
The Dublin store will offer a bike 
shop for quick assemblies and re-
pairs, as well as a seasonal gear 
rental department for customers 
who want to test out new outdoor 
activities.
 Within a few weeks, Sports Au-
thority will open its new store 
on Dublin Boulevard where it has 
taken over 45,000 square feet of 
the old Mervyn’s department store 
space. The rest of the Mervyn’s site 
has yet to be leased.
 Sports Authority, based in Colora-
do, is a nationally-known merchan-
diser of brand name sporting goods.

 Both new stores add to the 
already-fierce competition in the 

sports-related field with other re-
tailers and sports specialty stores 

in Dublin, Pleasanton and Liver-
more.  

 Telwares, Inc., a technology con-
sulting firm in Pleasanton, has been 
appointed Dave Muller as its new 
president. Muller, an industry vet-
eran, succeeds Charlotte Yates in 
the post.
 Muller brings over 25 years of 
experience to his role, including 
an extensive history in shaping 
the market convergence of net-
work services and technology. He 
joined Telwares in 2004 from 
MCI, where he ran MCI’s global 
pricing organization.
 “I speak for everyone at Telwares 

when I express my gratitude for all 
Charlotte has done for the com-
pany since its inception,” said Alex 
Russo, the company’s executive 
chairman. “Under her leadership, 
Telwares has secured its position 
as the preeminent consultancy in 
our market and has attracted and 
developed top talent at all levels of 
the company.”
 “Dave Muller is a proven, expe-
rienced industry veteran who has 
the confidence of our employees, 
and deep relationships with our 
clients and the supplier commu-

nity,” added Russo. “Dave steps 
into this leadership role at a time of 
great opportunity for Telwares and, 
along with our shareholders, I am 
confident that he will continue to 
effectively expand the business.”
 Telwares is a technology consult-
ing firm providing cost optimization 
and network transformation services 
to clients worldwide. The company 
is located at 7901 Stoneridge Dr., 
Suite 310, in Pleasanton.
 For more information, visit the 
company’s website at www.tel-
wares.com.  

 Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory is asking energy busi-
nesses of all sizes for proposals to 
collaborate with LLNL teams of 
experts in advancing energy tech-
nology through the use of high 
performance computing (HPC).
 This one-year pilot program, 
called the hpc4energy incubator, 
aims to accelerate the develop-
ment of energy technology and 
boost U.S. competitiveness in the 
global marketplace by teaming 
industry with the scientific and 
computing resources at national 
laboratories.
 Companies with the winning 
proposals will collaborate with 
LLNL scientists and use LLNL’s 

HPC systems to find solutions to 
urgent problems and learn how to 
employ HPC as a powerful tool for 
innovation.
 “HPC lets companies collapse 
the time and expense of designing 
and prototyping new products and 
processes,” said Deborah Wince-
Smith, president of the Council on 
Competitiveness. “That’s important 
for advanced industrial countries 
like the U.S. that can’t compete on 
wages and need to be at the frontier 
of discovery.”
 Tomas Diaz de la Rubia, LLNL’s 
deputy director for science and 
technology, agreed.
 “In an era of fierce global competi-
tion in the clean energy sector, high 

performance computing can stimu-
late the rapid advancement of U.S. 
clean energy technologies,” he said.
 He announced the pilot pro-
gram at a Technology Leadership 
and Strategy Initiative (TLSI) work-
shop, sponsored by the Council on 
Competitiveness and hosted by the 
U.S. Naval Academy in Washing-
ton, D.C.
 The first step for potential col-
laborators is to submit a one-page 
letter of intent providing a high 
level overview the proposal. Letters 
of intent should be sent to propos-
als@hpc4energy.org before 5 p.m. 
Pacific time on Dec. 16.
 For more information, see www.
hpc4energy.org. 

 Pleasanton-based Polycom, 
Inc. a recognized leader in stan-
dards-based unified commu-
nications, has announced the 
appointment of David Ruggi-
ero to Theater President, North 
America.
 Reporting to Tracey Newell, 
executive vice president of global 
sales, Ruggiero will be responsible 
for leading sales strategy and exe-
cution for the North America the-
ater, Polycom’s largest geographic 
region by revenue.
 Ruggiero brings to Polycom 
nearly 25 years of professional 
sales, operations, finance, and 
management experience in 
enterprise, commercial, small 
business, government, and ser-
vice provider segments. He has 
held executive sales leadership 
positions for major IT, soft-
ware, and telecommunications 

companies, and has experience 
in direct and partner/channel 
sales, in the U.S. and interna-
tionally.
 Most recently, Ruggiero was 
area vice president for Cisco, re-
sponsible for the sales and part-
ner relationship with AT&T. In 
this role, Ruggiero led a direct 
team of over 300 people and an 
extended support team of more 
than 500.
 Before that, Ruggiero ran sales 
for Cisco’s fast-growing Commer-
cial South Area region. Prior to 
Cisco, he spent several years at 
Avaya running sales (including 
sales operations) in the Western 
U.S., as well as EMEA, and also 
held sales leadership positions at 
Qwest and AT&T.
 He holds a bachelor’s degree in 
Government from Hamilton
College.  

REI, Sports Authority 
opening stores in Dublin

New retailers add to fierce competition in 
recreational goods field

Muller named president  
of Pleasanton-based Telwares
Veteran executive succeeds Charlotte Yates in top post

Energy businesses asked  
to join Lab’s special program

Incubator aims to accelerate the development of U.S. energy technology

Polycom names Ruggiero 
as its new president  
for North America

Former sales executive has 25 years’  
experience in industry

JEB BING

A free light breakfast will be available today, Saturday and Sunday to celebrate the grand opening of the new REI store in 
Dublin. 

Looking for furniture, electronics, sporting 
goods, household items or freebies? 
Browse classifieds online  
or place an ad today!

fogster.com
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Opinion
EDITORIAL THE OPINION OF THE WEEKLY

Visit Town Square at PleasantonWeekly.com  
to comment on the editorial.

After years of bickering over regulations affecting al-
lowable noise, late-night hours and other issues 
affecting downtown entertainment and night life 

in Pleasanton, the City Council has formed a Hospitality 
Guidelines task force to address key elements in creating a 
responsible environment for downtown vitality. Businesses 
in the downtown provide a large percentage of sales and 
property tax revenue, and are a major force in attracting 
shoppers, home buyers and business investment to our 
city. Downtown streets that lack any activity after 8 p.m. or 
have night life that’s too rowdy lack appeal to those within 
the city and from nearby towns. They soon start going else-
where.
 As a foundation for its work, the new task force will con-
sider the Responsible Hospitality Institute’s six key elements 
to a successful hospitality district. These are public safety, 
music and entertainment, multi-use sidewalks for events 
and outdoor restaurants seating, quality of life, transporta-
tion and venue safety and security.
 Hospitality has become more competitive as cities realize 
the benefits of supporting safe, inviting public spaces. Sur-
veys show that fewer in suburban cities the size of Pleas-
anton travel regularly to nearby big city hubs, such as San 
Francisco, Oakland or the Peninsula, preferring, instead, 
to stay closer to home. Changes in job patterns with less 
of the working population confined to traditional 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. jobs, telecommuting opportunities, travel costs 
and more concern over driving after drinking just a little 
are steering us to shop, dine and have fun close to home. 
All of this has an economic benefit both for those who live 
here and for restaurants, shops and clubs that serve the 
local population.
 Among the priorities of the Hospitality Guidelines task 
force will be to determine if downtown as a whole or a 
smaller section or several sections of it should be tagged 
hospitality districts. If so, what are the rules? Up to now, 
a restaurant seeking an operating permit in Pleasanton has 
an easier time if it closes by 10 p.m. If it serves alcoholic 
beverages and stays open past 10, it’s classified as a bar with 
much tougher restrictions. Some of these businesses have 
permits allowing them to stay open to 1 or 2 a.m., mainly 
on weekend nights; others must close earlier. There’s little 
consistency, which the task force hopes to resolve. Noise 
levels vary, often by the number of complaints filed with 
police. A restaurant on First Street two years ago closed its 
doors for lack of late night business after complaints from 
residents on the other side of First.
 Members of the new task force are Councilmen Matt Sul-
livan and Jerry Thorne, Planning Commissioners Kathy 
Narum and Jerry Pentin, Pleasanton Downtown Association 
representatives Michael Hosterman and Melanie Sadek, 
and those chosen as “at large” members: Christine Bourg, 
Kathleen Dlugosh, Jon Harvey, Peter MacDonald and Lori 
Rice. Their next meeting will be at 6:30 p.m. Nov. 17, with 
meetings following at 6:30 p.m. on the first Thursdays of 
the month. The meetings are open to the public. This is 
everyone’s chance to chime in on entertainment and night 
life in Pleasanton’s downtown.   

Nightlife in downtown Pleasanton
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Free LASIK Consultation
Imagine enjoying autumn  
with less dependence on 

contacts or glasses.
Call Valley EyeCare  
today to schedule a 

FREE LASIK CONSULTATION 

with an experienced, 
knowledgeable ophthalmologist

 Jonathan Savell M.D.  

and Michael Gagnon M.D.

28 Fenton St. 
925-449-4000

5575 W. Las Positas Blvd. #240 
925-460-5000

925-417-1635 
5410 Sunol Blvd. #4, Pleasanton

Walk Ins Welcome  M-F 9:30am-6:30pm • Sat 9:30pm-6pm • Sun 9:30am-5:30pm
Haircuts - Facials - Waxing - Highlights - Perms and more

Kid’s Haircut 
Special $999

With coupon only. 
Not valid with other offers. 

Expires 11.30.11

$500 OFF 
Color Highlight

With coupon only. 
Not valid with other offers. 

Expires 11.30.11

Men’s Haircut 
Special $999

With coupon only. 
Not valid with other offers. 

Expires 11.30.11

Women’s Haircut 
Special $1599

*Long hair extra

With coupon only. 
Not valid with other offers. 

Expires 11.30.11

4271  First Street 
Downtown Pleasanton 
925.846.4455
Mon-Fri 9am - 7pm  |  Sat 9am-4pm

Clean out your medicine cabinet this fall!

What Are You Doing with 
Your Unused Medications?

We will be at the Farmer’s Market 
on October 29th

to collect and destroy out-dated and unused 
prescription medication at no charge. 

(Sorry no controlled substances)

Pharmacists available 
to answer any questions

OFFICIAL
SMOG

STATIONSMOG

Dublin

(925) 551-0400

Pleasanton
(925) 551-0400

WE HONOR ALL LOCAL COMPETITORS’ COUPONS
$30 Off

Additional Discounts for:

NO HIDDEN
FEES

TEST ONLY
OK

NOW DIESEL 
TESTING
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WEEKLY MEETING NOTICES

The above represents a sampling of upcoming meeting items. 
For complete information, please visit  

www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/community/calendar

ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  
AND PUBLIC COMMENT IS WELCOME

City Council
Tuesday, November 1, 2011 at 7:00 p.m.
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

William and Kathryn Selway – Consider an application 

to construct 29 one story homes from the previous 

an amendment to the previously approved low income 

– Consider applications for (1) an amendment to the 

approximately 21,481 square foot, one story memory 

Human Services Commission
Wednesday, November 2, 2011 at 7:00 p.m.
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

GENERAL INFORMATION
Volunteer Docents Needed

POLICE REPORT

The Pleasanton Police Department 
made the following information avail-
able. Under the law, those charged 
with offenses are considered innocent 
until convicted.

Oct. 19
Theft

■ 9:15 a.m. in the 5800 block of Owens 
Drive; auto theft

■ 8:16 p.m. in the 1500 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft

■ 11:04 p.m. in the 7000 block of 
Johnson Drive; theft

Auto burglary

■ 7:37 a.m. at the intersection of 
Canyon Meadows Circle and 
Mountain View Drive

Prank calls

■ 10:08 a.m. in the 4600 block of Third 
Street

Vandalism

■ 8:31 a.m. in the 5000 block of 
Woodthrush Road

■ 3:04 p.m. at the intersection of Vine 
Street and Birch Creek Drive

Drug violation

■ 12:18 p.m. in the 6100 block of W. Las 
Positas Blvd; paraphernalia possession

Oct. 20
Theft

■ 10:45 a.m. in the 4400 block of 
Stoneridge Drive; embezzlement

■ 1:11 p.m. in the 5000 block of 
Hopyard Road; identity theft

Oct. 21
Theft

■ 1:25 p.m. in the 1500 block of 
Laguna Creek Lane; petty theft

■ 1:59 p.m. in the 7700 block of 
Canyon Meadows Circle; identity theft

Battery

■ 11:10 p.m. in the 1800 block of 
Santa Rita Road

Auto burglary

■ 8:37 p.m. in the 3600 block of 
Nevada Street

Prank calls

■ 12:14 p.m. in the 1200 block of 

Quarry Lane

Vandalism

■ 12:40 p.m. at the intersection of 
Bernal Avenue and Tawny Drive

■ 7:57 p.m. in the 3700 block of Vine St

Alcohol violations

■ 2:12 a.m. in the 6100 block of W. Las 
Positas Boulevard; DUI

■ 10:18 p.m. in the 4800 block of 
Hopyard Road; public drunkenness

■ 10:51 p.m. at the intersection of 
Santa Rita Road and Black Avenue; 
public drunkenness

Oct. 22
Theft

■ 9:16 a.m. in the 5500 block of Black 
Avenue; theft, grand theft

■ 3:12 p.m. in the 1400 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft

■ 7:45 p.m. in the 800 block of Rose 
Avenue; petty theft

Vandalism

■ 7:34 a.m. in the 2200 block of 
Segundo Court

■ 9:14 a.m. in the 4200 block of First 
Street

■ 10:57 p.m. in the 100 block of 
Division Street

Alcohol violations

■ 2:06 a.m. at the intersection of 
Rheem Dr and Stoneridge Dr; DUI

■ 3:28 a.m. in the 1400 block of 
Whispering Oaks Way; underage 
drinking on private property, battery

■ 11:40 p.m. in the 5300 block of 
Hopyard Rd; underage drinking and 
driving

Oct. 23
Theft

■ 9:02 a.m. in the 4200 block of 
Hayford Court; theft

■ 4:14 p.m. in the 2100 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft

Auto burglary

■ 7:48 a.m. in the 5100 block of 
Hopyard Road

■ 11:43 a.m. in the 5500 block of 
Johnson Drive

Drug/alcohol violations

■ 1:36 a.m. in the 1600 block of 
Tanglewood Ct; public drunkenness

■ 3:20 a.m. at the intersection of 
Tawny Drive and Norton Way; driving 
with marijuana

Oct. 24
Rape

■ 9:03 a.m. in the 5100 block of 
Hopyard Road

■ 12:46 p.m. in the 5500 block of 
Springhouse Drive; spousal rape

Theft

■ 12:37 p.m. in the 4500 block of 
Rosewood Drive; theft

■ 12:53 p.m. in the 2300 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft

■ 4:52 p.m. in the 5700 block of 
Stoneridge Mall road; theft

Auto burglary

■ 1:40 a.m. in the 5600 block of Owens 
Drive

■ 1:56 a.m. in the 5600 block of Owens 
Drive

■ 2:01 a.m. in the 5600 block of Owens 
Drive

■ 12:37 p.m. in the 4500 block of 
Rosewood Drive

Vandalism

■ 11:55 a.m. in the 7300 block of 
Tulipwood Circle

Oct. 25
Theft

■ 1:34 p.m. in the 5000 block of 
Hopyard Road; grand theft

■ 2:20 p.m. in the 3200 block of 
Stanley Boulevard; petty theft

■ 3:56 p.m. in the 3100 block of Tokay 
Court; identity theft

■ 8:34 p.m. in the 4500 block of 
Rosewood Drive; petty theft

■ 9:09 p.m. in the 1400 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

Burglary

■ 6:07 p.m. in the 4500 block of 
Rosewood Drive

Alcohol violations

■ 1:50 a.m. in the 5500 block of 
Springhouse Drive; DUI

Community Pulse
POLICE BULLETIN & LOG

Mountain bike stolen

 A high-priced mountain bicycle was stolen Oct. 25 
from the back of a pickup truck parked in a carport in 
the 5000 block of Hopyard Road, a police report said.

 The bike, a Specialized Stump Jumper, was val-
ued at $4,000, with an additional $500 in lights. 
The theft took place between 8 a.m. and 1 p.m., 
according to the report, which said the bike was not 
locked.

POLICE BULLETIN

PhotoGallery
Share your photos of 
sports, events, travel 

and fun stuff at 
PleasantonWeekly.com

Shop Local Good for Business. 
Good for the Community.

Good for You.

For more information e-mail 
info@ShopPleasanton.com

or call 925.600.0840 ext. 123

A community collaboration brought to you by

Weekly
Pleasanton

Print & Online

Discover and enjoy the rich diversity of Pleasanton businesses at ShopPleasanton.com, the new 

online guide to all local businesses featuring listings, customer opinions, web links, photos,  maps, 

coupons, special deals, gift certifi cates, promotional  event listings and much more.

Connecting local residents with local businesses
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Dorothy Bernice Jolette 
Feb. 6, 1916-Oct. 13, 2011

 Dorothy Bernice Jolette passed 
away peacefully in her sleep on 
October 13. She had been ill for the 
past three weeks but had enjoyed 
95 years of a very good life. Born 
in Menominee, Michigan, she spent 
almost all of her first 75 years in Ni-
agara, Wisconsin. Her husband Ray, 
preceded her in death in 1979, two 
brothers, Sonny and Lester Tappy, 
sister Joyce Kellerman, also preced-
ed her in death. In 1991 she moved 
to Pleasanton, California where she 
began a new life, living near her son 
Barry and daughter in law Carole. 
In addition to Barry and Carole, she 
is survived by grandson Tim Jolette, 
his wife Debi and great-grandchil-
dren Caitlin and Danielle, who live 
in Eldorado Hills, California. Her 
second grandson, David Jolette, wife 
Stacy and two other great-grand-
children, Nicole and Ryan, live in 
Denver, Colorado. 
 The family plans a graveside 
ceremony at Niagara Cemetery at 
10:00 a.m., Monday, October 31.
The family requests that any remem-
brances be made in the form of a 
donation in her name to: Hope Hos-
pice, Inc., 6377 Clark Avenue, Suite 
100, Dublin, California 94568.

Evalyn Peters

 Evalyn Peters, a longtime Oak-
land resident passed away peacefully 
on October 15, 2011 in Pleasanton, 
CA.  Her husband Rudolph Peters 
preceded her in death in May 2011.  
Evalyn is survived by her loving 
children, David Silva (Laurie), De-
nise Hallock, Debra Nappo (Paul), 
and Ron Peters (Christina).  She 
leaves her adored grandchildren, Ni-
cole (David), Stacy (Steve), Lindsay 
(Gentil), Stephanie (Josh), Nicholas, 
Jordan and Gavin, and great grand-
children Mi-
chael, Cam-
eron, Cole, 
A n t h o n y, 
Chayse, Adri-
ana, Hayden, 
Claire and 
Evan.  She 
was a lov-
ing sister to 
Doris Bowman, Judy Ellis, Karl Tay-
lor and Linda Cooper.  Dear sister in 
law to Ron and Joy Peters.  Favorite 
Aunt to many nieces and nephews 
and surrogate mom to many.  She 
also leaves her loyal and lifelong 
friends, Tom (deceased) and Mary 
Mowbray, Bill and Ann Taylor and 
Jay Naas.  Evalyn was a member 
of the Oakland Garden Club and 
volunteer with the Oakland Food 
Basket.  She enjoyed spending time 
in her garden and painting, but her 
greatest joy in life was time spent 
with her family and friends. 
 Private services will be held.
 Donations may be made in Eva-
lyn’s name to Hope Hospice, 6377 
Clark Ave. #100 Dublin, CA 94568 
or to Alzheimer’s Association.

Lisa Renee 
Schneider-McKenna 
April 2, 1970-Oct. 19, 2011

 Lisa Renee Schneider-McKenna, 
Age 41, of Pleasanton passed away 
with family by her side after a short 
battle with cancer. A Bay Area na-
tive Lisa grew up in El Sobrante CA 
and attended De Anza High School 
in Richmond, CA graduating in 
1988. Lisa had many careers in the 
medical field including front office, 
bookkeeping,insurance and parale-
gal. Lisa enjoyed drawing, ceram-
ics, cooking and taking yearly trips 
to Disneyland with her sons. Lisa 
was a beautiful mother who devot-
ed her life to her children to make 
sure they always came first in her 
life. Lisa is predeceased by her twin 
sister Cheri and is survived by her 

two sons, Brandon and Dylan, her 
mother Lottie, father Kenneth, and 
her brothers Kenny and Michael. 
Funeral services were held Monday, 
October 24th at 1:00 pm at Irving-
ton Memorial, 41001 Chapel Way, 
Fremont California.
 A fund for her surviving sons 
Brandon 17 and Dylan 14, funeral 
costs and hospital bills is being 
established through this account: 
Chase Bank, 1898 Contra Costa 
Blvd., Pleasant Hill, CA 94523, 
Acct#: 401573584, Checks Payable 
to: Michael Schneider, or Ameri-
can Cancer Society, www.cancer.
org/involved/donate, or Hospice 
of Dublin, www.hopehospice.com/
donation. 

OBITUARIES

WEDDINGS ● ENGAGEMENTS ● OBITUARIES ● BIRTHSTransitions

“Lasting Memories” 
now on PleasantonWeekly.com

Honor your loved one and let friends 
and family know with an obituary.

Visitors to PleasantonWeekly.com can now submit 
a memorial (including photos and video),  

search recent obituaries and write a remembrance 
through Pleasanton Weekly’s obituary directory.

PleasantonWeekly.com/obituaries

For information about an obituary 
in the Pleasanton Weekly, call 600-0840.
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 Shops and Halloween aisles at drugstores 
and supermarkets have been selling scary, 
cute and fun costumes and accessories for 
weeks while residents plot their plan of ac-
tion for a fun Halloween. Larders have more 
sweets than usual as folks make ready to 
hand out “treats” to costumed children Mon-
day night whether or not they are fearing 
“tricks.”
 But Pleasanton offers many other opportu-
nities for fun, besides neighborhood trick-or-
treating. Check out the activities below for a 
fun Halloween.

Halloween events
" Museum Ghost Walks — The Museum 
On Main is hosting downtown tours that 
highlight Pleasanton’s haunted past and 
present. Ghost Walks take place from 6-8 
p.m. Oct. 28 and 29, departing every 30 
minutes from Museum On Main, 603 Main 
St. Call 462-2766 or go to www.museu-
monmain.org.

" Halloween at Alviso Adobe Commu-
nity Park — Join City Naturalist Eric Nich-
ols tonight or tomorrow night on a walk 
around the park to learn about and view 
some nocturnal animals of the region includ-
ing spiders, snakes and frogs. The tour ends 
with participants making a Halloween craft. 
All ages 4 and up are welcome to join in the 
20-minute tours that begin at 7 p.m. and 
continue to 8:30 p.m. Fee is $5 for residents, 
$7 for non-residents. 

" Fourth annual Pumpkin Carving 
Party — Being held at Alviso Adobe Com-
munity Park from 1-3 p.m. tomorrow. Fee 

is $5 for residents and $7 for non-residents. 
Preregister online or by phone at 931-5340.

" 6th annual Halloween Fun Night — 
Kids and adults alike attend this free city-
sponsored event every year in costume to tour 
the Haunted Hallway of Horror, enjoy yummy 
treats and tennis games for all age groups and 
skill levels including Beat the Pro and Speed 
Serve. Tonight from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at the 
Pleasanton Tennis Complex on Hopyard Road 
and Valley Avenue. Call 931-3446.

" ‘Nigh
Of Imp
of Impu
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BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

BY DR. KRISTEL WEAVER
 These days our pets are considered our children. 
On Halloween, nothing is cuter than a dachshund in a 
hotdog costume or a bulldog pirate. I love dressing up 
my dogs on Halloween and get quite a laugh when they 
parade around as a superhero, princess or clown. This 
time of year you can find a rack of pet costumes in almost 
every pet store. As an alternative, many people make their 
own creative pet costumes. It is fun to include our dogs 
and cats in this playful holiday.
 To keep Halloween a fun event, remember the potential 
risks:

! If your dogs bark and lunge when the doorbell rings, 
close them in another room with a food dispensing toy, put 
up a baby gate or keep them on leash. A fearful dog will be 
terrified of all the noise and costumes and might do better 
in another room with the television on, to drown out some 
of the noise.
! Keep in mind that chocolate, raisins and xylitol (a sugar-

free sweetener) are toxic to dogs. Not only is it important 
to keep the candy out of their reach on Halloween but also 
in the weeks that follow when kids have candy stashed in 
their bedrooms, backpacks and secret hiding places.
! Many dogs and cats escape from their homes unnoticed 
on Halloween. Make sure they are wearing an identifica-
tion tag or are microchipped. Sadly, dogs and cats can be 
the butt of cruel jokes on Halloween. Black cats are 
notoriously targeted. Keep your dogs and cats inside 
to avoid any problems.
! I hope you and your four-legged 
friends have a fun Halloween. Most 
dogs I know are more than 
happy to perform a trick to 
get a treat!

—Dr. Kristel Weaver is a 
graduate of the Veterinary 

School of UC Davis and has 
been at Bishop Ranch Veteri-
nary Center & Urgent Care 
in San Ramon since 2007. 

Pet fun on 
Halloween

Remember the dangers 
and hide the chocolate

Halloween fun with (clockwise, from left) Phaedra Hageman p
Pumpkin Patch off I-580; Jane Stewart, 6 months, enjoys her 
his backhand stroke at the annual Halloween Fun Night at th
offers a Super Slide and a train; Jason Strawn, 5, enjoys a trai
at Alviso Adobe Community Park.

From the littlest
scariest goblin, P
will have a haun
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htmare’ A Terrifyingly Fun Night 
rov — Presented by the Creatures 

ulse, Pleasanton’s own teen improv 
Participants can help create the story, 
and characters for three nights and of 
teractive and completely unscripted 
at 7:30 p.m. tonight and tomorrow 

t the Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
d Ave. Tickets are $5 in advance or 
he door with a valid student ID, and 
advance or $15 at the door for general 
on. Call 931-4828.

" Pirates of Emerson — At the Alameda 
County Fairgrounds with a Bumpkin Patch, 
Carnevil, Bone Ball, Fields Family Corn 
Maze, Misfortune Teller and more through 
Oct. 31. Cost is General: $20; Speed Pass, 
$30; Combo Ticket, $40; Corn Maze, $10; 
VIP, $70; parking, $8. Call (510) 657-2121. 
Not recommended for children under 13. 

" Spirit Run — The Rotary Club of Pleas-
anton will hold its first-ever Halloween Spirit 
Run on Sunday, benefiting community service 
projects in Pleasanton and the Tri-Valley. The 
event, patterned after the Father’s Day Spirit 
Run, will include a 5K road race as well as 
several races for children, and participants 
are encouraged to come in costume. Registra-
tion will start at 7:30 a.m. in the parking lot 
on Main Street shared by Domus and Round 
Table Pizza. The 5K race will kick off at 9 a.m. 
under the Pleasanton Arch, with 50-yard and 
200-yard races for children at 10 and 10:30 
a.m. Visit www.pleasantonrotary.org. 

" Scavenger Hunt for Kids — The Pleas-
anton Downtown Association is hosting this 
event from 10 a.m.-noon tomorrow. Bring the 
kids out (costumed, of course) for a scavenger 
hunt to start at the Museum On Main, 603 
Main St., to pick up a Halloween bag and get 
the first clue.

" Halloween Scene — Every year, the 
family of School Board Member Jeff Bowser 
creates a Halloween scene at its home to raise 
donations for a charity. This year, the money 
will go to Pleasanton Partnerships in Educa-
tion. Stop by 2426 Tapestry Way in Pleasan-
ton to see what (or who) the Bowsers have 
dug up this year.  "

STORY

icks out her favorite pumpkin at Moore’s 
r first Halloween; a little skunk works on 
he Pleasanton Tennis Complex; Moore’s 
in ride; last year’s pumpkin-carving crew 

t ghost to the 
Pleasanton  

nted weekend 
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TriValley Life
WHAT’S HAPPENING AROUND THE VALLEY — MUSIC, THEATER, ART, MOVIES AND MORE

PEOPLE AND LIFESTYLES
IN OUR COMMUNITY

Left: Catherine Connolly (Julia Brunelli) 
speaks to Tectonic Theater Group 
member Stephen Belber (Charles Platt) 
about being a professor at the Univer-
sity of Wyoming and an out lesbian, 
as group members spread throughout 
Laramie interviewing townspeople after 
the murder of gay student Matthew 
Shepard. Below: Sgt. Hing (Jay Sharma ) 
of the Laramie police speaks to Tectonic 
Theater Group member Greg Periotti 
(Alex Magni) about life in Laramie; Uni-
versity President Philip Dubois (Travis 
Himebaugh) and Laramie resident Zacki 
Salmon (Jordan Bilotti) speak about the 
people of Laramie. Below, left: Students 
and Laramie residents walk in support 
of Matthew behind the Homecoming 
Parade, (l-r) Sarah O’Brien, Andre Gal-
lego, Mariah Brown, Alex Magni, Julia 
Brunelli, Ainslee Burns, Emily Helmer, 
Travis Himebaugh and Charles Platt.

Responding 
to tragedy
What: “The 
Laramie Project,” 
by Moisés 
Kaufman and 
the Tectonic 
Theater Project

Who: Amador 
Valley High 
School Drama

Where: Amador 
Theatre, 1155 
Santa Rita Road, 
Pleasanton

When: 7:30 p.m., 
Oct. 27, 28, 29, 
Nov. 3, 4, 5

Tickets: Box offi ce 
opens at 6:45 
p.m. Students (no 
children under 6) 
and seniors, 
$5; adults, $8

Other: On Friday 
nights, Oct. 28 
and Nov. 4, the 
Amador Gay 
Straight Alliance 
will join the 
cast and crew 
for an audience 
Q&A after the 
performances.

the school because it was too painful for 
them to be on campus.
 “Actually it’s a play I felt was important to 
do four years ago but the administration at that 
time wasn’t willing to try it,” Hartman said.
 Before beginning production this year, she 
made sure everyone understood the play and 
its relevance. Principal Jim Hansen and the 
school district, from Senior Director of Pupil 
Services Kevin Johnson to Superintendent 
Parvin Ahmadi, are supportive of it, she said.
 A friend of hers who taught drama at 
another high school in the Bay Area said 
that producing the play was a life-changing 
experience for both her and the cast.
 Members of Amador’s Gay Straight Alli-
ance are also part of the production.
 “After the Friday performances we are 
doing a forum where audience members can 
stay afterward and talk to the cast and crew 

and members of GSA,” Hartman said.
 She also noted that the play has 60 roles, 
which gave her the freedom to cast as many 
actors as she chose. Twenty-one students are 
playing the 60 characters, plus the produc-
tion has 20 technicians to move scenery and 
props and otherwise help with logistics.
 “It’s a play that’s based on interviews, in 
Laramie and outside Laramie, and it’s some-
times a short interview then it transitions 
out,” Hartman explained.
 A photo of Matthew Shepard and of the 
fence where he was left to die will be project-
ed, as well as the big blue sky of Wyoming.
 “They are a huge part of the production in 
general,” Hartman said. 
“Matt was right there in that spot, and I can just 
picture, in his eyes, I can picture what he was see-
ing. The last thing that he saw on this earth was the 
sparkling lights of Laramie, Wyoming.” 

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
“I hope that in the grief of this moment and in the 
shared outrage across America, Americans will 
once again search their hearts and do what they 
can to reduce their own fear and anxiety and anger 
at people who are different.”
 The drama students at Amador Valley High 
were focused last week at rehearsal for “The 
Laramie Project,” as they recited the poignant 
lines of the townsfolk grappling to under-
stand a tragedy in their midst.
 “I’ve never seen a cast so focused on por-
traying these real characters,” said drama 
teacher Kelsey Hartman. “They can search 
online and see the characters on videos. It’s a 
real challenge for them and an interesting one, 
to play a 68-year-old rancher and turn around 
and play a 16-year-old friend of Matthew’s.”
 In October 1998, 21-year-old Matthew 
Shepard, who was gay, was kidnapped, bru-
tally beaten and left to die, tied to a fence on 
the outskirts of Laramie, Wyo. Five weeks 
later, members of the Tectonic Theater Proj-
ect went to Laramie and, during the next 
year, conducted more than 200 interviews 
with the residents.
 The result of these interviews is “The 
Laramie Project,” which shows both how the 
town begins to fall apart immediately after 
the event and now it healed.
 “This play to me isn’t about being gay but 
how a town almost unravels because of a 
hate crime and how they have to rally to-
gether to heal,” Hartman said.
 “We still have issues on campus, not just 
homophobia but racism,” she added. “It’s not 
pervasive but it happens on campus. I felt it 
was time to open up a discussion — on how 
students treat each other on campus and how 
we treat other people.”
 She said she has known students who left 

High school 

presenting 
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Project’

‘The 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

BY GLENN WOHLTMANN
 Here’s a one-sentence review 
of Tri-Valley Repertory Theatre’s 
“Hairspray,” now playing at the 
Bankhead Theater in Livermore: 
Go see this show.
 The play is a coming-of-age 
musical (in more ways than one) 
set in 1962 Baltimore. It’s funny 
and poignant, with songs that 
fit the times, when teen idols 
were competing with girl groups 
like the Shirelles, when seatbelts 
were an option and cell phones 
were science fiction.
 It’s the story of Tracy Turnblatt, 
a plus-sized teen who goes from 
getting detention to getting atten-
tion as the rising star of the Balti-
more version of American Band-
stand, the Corny Collins Dance 
show — sponsored by hairspray 
company Ultra Clutch.
 After defying the odds, get-
ting on the show, falling for 
the male singer and becoming 
a Baltimore celebrity, Turnblatt 
loses it all and winds up getting 
arrested after trying to integrate 
the act (remember, this is 1962, 
when African Americans were 
“Negroes” or Colored People”). 
Along the way, there’s the usual 
girl-meets-boy, girl-loses-boy, 
girl-gets-boy-back subplot. And 
that’s all in the first act.
 Melissa Modifer as Turnblatt 
and supporting actor Isaiah Boyd 
as Seaweed both excel in their 
roles, as do Morgan Frazer as 
Penny Pingleton, Turnblatt’s best 
friend with two left feet, and 
Robert Lopez as Link Larkin, the 
Corny Collins Show teen idol 
wannabe (and the boy in the 
boy-meets-girl subplot).

 Peter DelFiorentino (continu-
ing a Hairspray gender-bending 
tradition that started with Di-
vine in the original 1988 John 
Waters film) is a scene stealer 
as Tracy’s mom, Edna Turnblatt, 
especially when teamed with 
Jeff Seaberg as Tracy’s dad, Wil-
bur Turnblatt, for the number 
“(You’re) Timeless To Me.”
 As a musical, “Hairspray” 
manages to keep the kitsch that’s 
a Waters trademark; and the 
music, with songs like “Miss Bal-
timore Crabs” and “Cooties,” fits 
Waters’ quirky sense of humor. 
 Modifer and Boyd do a great 
job in the detention scene where 
Tracy learns the dance that lands 
her on the show, and “The Big 
Dollhouse” scene that opens the 
second act is another highlight 
of the show.
 Throw in things like a visit to 
the black side of Baltimore, an 
evil mother-and-daughter com-
bination — Suzie Shepard as 
Velma von Tussle and Morgan 
Breedveld as Amber von Tussle, 
respectively — dance numbers 
from the Corny Collins show, a 
jailbreak and a big finale, and 
“Hairspray” has everything that 
one could want in musical.
 The Broadway show was nomi-
nated for 13 Tony awards and 
won eight, including Best Musi-
cal. The local production, put on 
by the Tri-Valley Repertory The-
atre, has almost as much to offer. 
It is rated PG-13.
 “Hairspray” runs through Nov. 
6; for more information, call 
462-2121 or visit www.trivalley-
rep.org. 

ROBERT SHOLTY

Amber von Tussle, part of an evil mother-daughter combination, is played 
by Morgan Breedveld in the Tri-Valley Rep production of “Hairspray.”

Watercolorist Charlotte Severin is having a one-artist show at Wente Estate Winery with an artist’s reception Nov. 6. The 
exhibit includes her en plein air painting of the Retsloff house and vineyard. 

Big hair,  
Baltimore and bounce

Tri-Valley Rep’s ‘Hairspray’  
brings audience to its feet.

SPOTLIGHT

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
 Watercolorist Charlotte Severin is 
having a one-artist show, “Painting 
with a Passion for Life,” at Wente 
Estate Winery during the month of 
November, showing her works done 
en plein air and still lifes.
 “Painting is for me a celebra-
tion of life, an opportunity to 
express my joy and awareness of 
the beauty and fascination of life 

all around,” Severin said.
 The exhibit will include a view of 
Valley vineyards, Mount Diablo in its 
various moods, and plein air works 
that Severin painted abroad. Still-life 
compositions include locally collect-
ed thistles and dried seed pods, per-
simmons and pomegranates, flow-
ers in bloom, treasured teapots and 
candle sticks, with all of the elements 
in dramatic combinations.

 Severin, a Pleasanton artist who 
teaches “Art Made Easy” classes for 
the city and is well known through-
out the Tri-Valley, said that she 
paints with a passion for life and 
hopes those who view her works 
feel that excitement, too.
 An artist’s reception will be held 
1-3 p.m., Sunday, Nov. 6, at the 
Winery at 5565 Tesla Road in Liv-
ermore. 

Painting with passion
One-artist show on exhibit at Wente during November

From the Dons to 
the Alamodome
U.S. Army Captain Brent L. Barnes 
presents the band jacket to Ian Toy 
of Amador Valley High School, who 
has been selected to be a member 
of the 2012 U.S. Army All-American 
Marching Band. Toy will join an elite 
group of musicians who will perform 
during halftime of the U.S. Army All-
American Bowl at the Alamodome in 
San Antonio, Texas.

The U.S. Army All-American 
Marching Band recognizes the top 
125 high school senior marching 
musicians and color guard members 
from across the country, showcasing their talents during the largest celebration of high school football in America, 
the U.S. Army All-American Bowl, to be televised live on NBC at 1 p.m. EST on Saturday, Jan. 7.

For more than 11 years, the U.S. Army All-American Bowl has been the nation’s premier high school football 
game, serving as the preeminent launching pad for America’s future college and NFL stars.

Out —Concerts, Film & Live MusicAbout
TRIBUTE TO GREAT LADIES OF 
JAZZ Suzanna Smith and her 
trio bring life to the classics of 
Ella Fitzgerald, Peggy Lee, Sarah 
Vaughn and more in a nostalgic, 
swinging show. Performance is 
at 2 p.m., Sunday, Oct. 30, at 
the Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave. Tickets are $15-$25 
for adults, $12 for children, and 
$20 for seniors. Call 931-4848 or 
visit www.firehousearts.org. 

VETERAN’S DAY Pleasanton 
Community Concert Band pres-
ents its Veteran’s Day Concert 
from 1-3 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 6, at 
Veteran’s Memorial Building, 301 
Main St. This concert is free, but 
donations are appreciated. Call 

846-5897 or visit www.pleasan-
tonband.org. 

MAGIC OF MAJI “A Taste of 
Africa” is part of a Girl Scout’s 
Gold Award project. The show 
will demonstrate African culture 
through dance, music, cuisine, 
guest speakers and art. The event 
is from 2-6 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 
5, at Pleasanton Middle School, 
5001 Case. Ave. Tickets are $10 
for adults and $7 for children. 
For more information, email 
magicofmaji@gmail.com. 

HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE The 35th 
annual Holiday Boutique hosted 
by the Ladies Auxiliary will take 
place from 10 a.m.-6 p.m., 
Saturday, Oct. 29, and 10 a.m.-

4 p.m., Sunday, Oct. 30, at the 
Veterans’ Memorial Bldg., 301 
Main St., with a variety of hand-
crafted items including holiday 
decorations. Auxiliary supports 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
6298. Call 606-7676. 

TRI-VALLEY ANIMAL RESCUE 
‘THAT’S AMORE’ This year’s fund-
raiser theme is “It’s Raining Cats 
and Dogs” as TVAR hopes to find 
homes for the many deserving 
animals needing forever homes. 
The fundraiser is from 6-10 p.m., 
Saturday, Nov. 5, at Castlewood 
Country Club, 707 Country Club 
Circle. Enjoy dinner, cocktails and 
a live auction. Tickets are $75. 
Call 220-7760. 



Page 18 October 28, 2011 Pleasanton Weekly

AMERICAN

Eddie Papa’s 
American Hangout

4889 Hopyard Road, 
Pleasanton, 469-6266. 
Winner of The Pleasanton 
Weekly’s Reader Choice 
Awards for “Best American 
Food Restaurant” and “Best 
Meal under $20,” Eddie 
Papa’s American Hangout 
celebrates the regional food 
and beverage cultures of 
America. Bring the whole 
family to enjoy iconic dishes 

from across the United States, 
Old World Hospitality, 
and hand crafted artisan 
cocktails. Visit
www.eddiepapas.com.

BARBECUE

Red Smoke Grill

4501 Hopyard Road, 
Pleasanton, 734-0307. 
Home of the Tri Tip and Blue, 
Red Smoke Grill was Voted 
Reader’s Choice Best 2006, 
2007, 2008, 2010 and 2011. 
Dine in or take out rotisserie 
chicken, ribs, prawns, salads 

and tri tip, or pulled pork 
sandwiches. Relax with a 
beer or a bottle of wine. Visit 
www.redsmokegrill.com. 

BREWPUB/ALEHOUSE

The Hop Yard 
American Alehouse 
and Grill 

3015H Hopyard Road, 
Pleasanton, 426-9600. 
Voted Best Watering Hole 
in Pleasanton, The Hop 
Yard offers 30 craft beers 
on tap as well as great 
food. The full-service menu 
includes appetizers, salads 

and grilled fare that will 
bring you back time and 
again. Banquet facilities 
available. On the web at 
www.hopyard.com.

470 Market Place, San 
Ramon, 277-9600. 
Featuring a giant 8-foot 
projection screen for major 
sporting events, they also 
feature 30 beers on tap 
and a great grill. Go in for 
the beer, go back for the 
food. More at 
www.hopyard.com.

Daily 
Lunch 

Specials!

PLEASANTON’S ONLY BREW-PUB!

Live Music Every Fri & Sat 

HUGE COSTUME 
PARTY!!

SATURDAY, OCT. 29TH

 Best costume award at 10:30pm

Fri, 10/28 - Midlife Vices
Impressive Classic Rock & Roll

Sat, 10/29 - Public Eye
High Energy Rock and Roll,

Handcrafted Fresh Italian
Join long-time Pleasanton residents and experience  

Our Families’ Authentic Italian Culinary Heritage
Enjoy family recipes, house-made pastas and desserts.  

A unique downtown experience!

425-0099
 

www.FornoVecchio.com

Winner of Bon Appétit  
Best Dessert in October
Sentite L’amore!
House-made Pastas and Sauces 
Patio Dining 

LUNCH SPECIAL
Buy 1 Lunch Item  

Get 2nd Lunch Item 1/2 OFF
Exp. 11-30-11

2009

Early Dinner Special
(Served from 4-6 daily)

Any Large Two-Topping Pizza and a Pitcher of Soda for only $25.00 (plus Tax)

(Additional Toppings Available)

Dine-In Only

2010

Over 20 years of

925.462.1207
Showroom and Factory

located at 4225 Stanley Blvd
near downtown Pleasanton

www.window-ology.com
Contractor’s License #904282

We also do…

Your
Full Service
Contractor
General Contractor

Plumbing Contractor
Flooring Contractor
Roofi ng Contractor

and inspections

Specialty Inspections
261 Spring St. Pleasanton CA 94566
OPR10772, CSLB 831089 (B, C-15, C-36, C-39)

(925) 249-9611

Mark Kearns
Owner

Go with experience
for all your inspection needs

To have your restaurant listed in this dining directory, 

please call the Pleasanton Weekly 

Advertising Department at (925) 600-0840

ON THE TOWN
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Auditions
YOUNG ARTIST RECITAL AUDITIONS 
Auditions for piano students up 
to 21 who live in the Tri-Valley 
or whose teachers belong to the 
Alameda County East Branch 
or MTAC will be held at 4 p.m. 
Nov. 7-8 at the Firehouse Arts 
Center, 4444 Railroad Ave. The 
Young Artist Recital will open 
the Firehouse Arts Center’s Liszt 
Festival on Nov. 20. Email domi-
niquepiana@comcast.net for an 
application form. Cost is $20. 
Contact Dominique Piana at 455-
5333. 

Book Clubs
LIBRARY BOOK CLUB If you enjoy 
reading and would like to share 
your thoughts with others in an 
informal setting, the Pleasanton 
Library Book Club, which meets the 
fourth Monday of the month, may 
be for you. The club meets next at 
7 p.m., Monday, Nov. 28, at the 
Pleasanton Public Library, 400 Old 
Bernal Ave., to discuss “In the Time 
of Butterflies” by Julia Alvarez. For 
more information call 931-3400, 
ext. 7, or visit www.pleasantonli-
brarybookclub.wordpress.com. 

Classes
MEET MY AUNT AMPHIBIAN Millions 
of years ago, my great, great Aunt 
Amphibian came out of the sea. 
Today, amphibians are an impor-
tant part of life on earth. Did you 
know frogs can tell us about the 
health of the habitats around us? 
Learn all about amphibians from 
11 a.m.-noon, Saturday, Nov. 5, 
at Alviso Adobe Community Park, 
3465 Old Foothill Road. Cost is $3 
for residents and $5 for non-resi-
dents. Pre-registration is required; 
call 931-3479. 

TURKEY TIME Turkeys are the stars 
of the Thanksgiving season and 
probably the main course of your 
holiday meal! However, how much 
do you really know about these 
famous birds? Come and learn 
about the funny animal that almost 
became our national bird from 1-2 
p.m., Saturday, Nov. 5, at Alviso 
Adobe Community Park, 3465 
Old Foothill Road. Cost is $3 for 
residents and $5 for non-residents. 
Pre-registration is required; call 
931-3479. 

Concerts
FAMILY CONCERT Pleasanton 
Community Concert Band presents 
its Family Concert from 2-3 p.m., 
Sunday, Nov. 13, at the Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave. 
This concert is free, but donations 
are appreciated. Call 846-5897 or 
visit www.pleasantonband.org. 

SHEPHERD’S GATE FUNDRAISER 
Sweet Adelines International pres-
ents the Harmony Fusion Chorus 
in “Autumn Harmony,” a concert 
to benefit Shepherd’s Gate, from 
2:45-4:45 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 5, 
at Trinity Lutheran Church, 1225 
Hopyard Rd. Special performances 
of several regional quartets, “Ladies 
First,” a cappella Barbershop Youth 
Chorus and Sycamore Strings Youth 
Chamber Orchestra. Tickets are 
$20 for adults and $18 for children 
and seniors. Call 510-653-7664 or 
visit www.harmonyfusion.org. 

Events
2011 HOLIDAY FOOD & COAT DRIVE 
Enjoy an evening of socializing, giv-
ing and shopping. High quality, 
unique vendors will ensure stress-
free, convenient, one-stop shop-
ping from 6-9 p.m., Thursday, Nov. 
17, at Carden West School, 4576 
Willow Rd. No lines or traffic and 
plenty of parking. During this event, 
Carden West School is sponsoring a 
Food and Coat drive. Call 463-6060 
or visit www.cardenwest.org. 

BAY AREA FALL GOLF SHOW The 
West Coast’s largest fall consumer 
golf expo is from 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Oct. 28-30 at the Alameda County 
Fairgrounds, 4501 Pleasanton 
Ave. The 2011 Bay Area Fall Golf 
Show brings lowest prices on 
name-brand clubs and equipment 
from the industry’s top manufac-
turers. $10 for general admission, 
$9 for seniors 62 and older, and 
12 and under are free. Visit www.
bayareagolfshow.com. 

BREW CRAWL It’s trick-or-treating 
for adults! Downtown merchants, 
restaurants and local breweries 
will come together from 5-8 p.m., 
Saturday, Oct. 29, for a first-of-its-
kind event in Pleasanton, hosted 
by the Pleasanton Downtown 
Association and sponsored by 
Handles Gastropub and the 
Pleasanton Main Street Brewery. 
Patrons can shop along Main St., 
sample local craft beers and food 
pairings. Guests are encouraged to 
wear costumes. Tickets go on sale 
Oct. 3 at Handles on Main, Main 
Street Brewery and Redcoats Pub 
for $25. Tickets day of event are 
$30. Call 484-2199 or visit www.
pleasantondowntown.net. 

CHRISTMAS TREE LANE, TINSEL 
TEA Walk through the magical 
indoor forest as you place your 
chance ticket in the mailbox of the 
tree you hope to win and bid on 
unique silent auction gift baskets. 
The event is at 10 a.m. or 2 p.m., 
Friday, Nov. 18, at the Palm Event 
Center, 1184 Vineyard Ave. The 
Center will be transformed into 
a glittering winter wonderland. 
Tickets are $35. Call 373-4560 or 
visit www.valleycare.com/fundrais-
ingevents. 

GOODGUYS 22ND AUTUMN GET-
TOGETHER CAR SHOW Featuring 
over 2,500 hot rods, custom cars, 
muscle cars and trucks of all years, 
makes and models. The event is 
from 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Saturday, 
Nov. 12, and from 8 a.m.-4 p.m., 
Sunday, Nov. 13, at the Alameda 
County Fairgrounds, 4501 
Pleasanton Ave. General admission, 
$17; children 7-12 years old, $6. 
Visit www.good-guys.com. 

HOLIDAY BAZAAR Enjoy shopping 
for homemade jams, jellies and 
holiday gifts from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Nov. 4 and Nov. 5 at Holy Cross 
Lutheran Church, 1020 Mocho St., 
Livermore. 

NATIONAL WATERCOLOR SOCIETY 
EXHIBIT The annual touring 
exhibit of the prestigious National 
Watercolor Society will be on dis-
play from Oct. 26 through Dec. 11 
at the Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave. A companion exhibit 
of works by California Watercolor 
Association artists, “Five Palettes,” 
will also be shown. Admission 

including both exhibits is $5. 
Harrington Gallery hours are noon-
5 p.m. Wednesday-Friday; 11 a.m.-
3 p.m. Saturday; and for one hour 
prior to each Firehouse Art Center 
performance and during intermis-
sion. Call 931-4849 or visit www.
firehousearts.org. 

PEACEFUL WAR PROTEST 
Plesantonians 4 Peace has an ongo-
ing peaceful war protest from 5 to 
6 p.m. on the fourth Wednesday 
of the month, at First and Neal 
streets. Contact Cathe Norman 
at 462-7495; Matt Sullivan at 
mjs7882@gmail.com; or kdowd-
ing@pacbell.net. Visit www.
Pleasantonians4Peace.org. 

WINTER BIRD COUNT Join us as 
we get a beak-full of information 
about our fine feathered friends 
from 11 a.m.-noon, Saturday, Nov. 
12, at Alviso Adobe Community 
Park, 3465 Old Foothill Road. 
Discover the tools and skills needed 
to view the local feathered resi-
dents as the group participates in 
the Audubon’s Winter bird count. 
Dress with the weather in mind. 
Cost is $3 for residents and $5 for 
non-residents. Pre-registration is 
required; call 931-3479. 

Fundraisers
ARTFUL LIVING HOME TOUR Junior 
League of Oakland-East Bay Inc. 
presents its eighth annual Artful 
Living Home Tour, from 10 a.m.-
4 p.m., Thursday-Saturday, Nov. 
3-5, at homes in the Diablo Valley. 
Tickets are $35 in advance and 
$40 at the door. Proceeds benefit 
the League’s continued efforts on 
behalf of underserved women and 
children in the community. Call 
284-3740 or visit www.jloeb.org. 

DANCE! DANCE! DANCE! The 
ChristianSingles CarPool presents 
the kick-off of “Dance! Dance! 
Dance!” benefiting Rohi Children’s 
Home in Nakuru, Kenya. Dancing 
lessons begin at 7:30 p.m. and 
dancing continues till 11 p.m., 
Saturday, Nov. 5, at the Pleasanton 
Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. 
Suggested donation $15-$20, 
finger foods and punch. Meet 
Christian Singles of all ages. Call 
408-421-2743 or 918-3344. 

HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE CPA firm JL 
Consulting is coordinating a holi-
day food drive benefiting people in 
need served by the Alameda County 
Community Food Bank. Donations 
of non-perishable foods can be 
dropped off between 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. Monday through Friday at JL 
Consulting, 1024 Serpentine Ln., 
Suite #105. It will be accepting 
donations until Dec. 16. Call 846-
1859 or email info@jlcpa.net. 

PADDLE FOR PINK- RACQUETBALL 
& PADDLEBALL Support the cause 
while having fun at this life saving 
benefit. Enjoy a singles paddle-
ball round robin or racquetball 
pool play doubles, from 6-9 p.m., 
Saturday, Oct. 29, at ClubSport, 
7090 Johnson Dr. Light refresh-
ments and snacks will be served. 
Proceeds benefits the Breast Cancer 
Research Foundation. Minimum 
donation $25. Call 463-2822, ext. 
570, or visit www.clubsports.com/
pleasanton/upcoming-events. 

TEXAS HOLD’EM NIGHT Sponsored 
by the Kiwanis Club of Pleasanton, 

the event is from 6:30-11 p.m., 
Saturday, Nov. 5, at Pleasanton 
Masonic Center, 3370 Hopyard 
Rd. Dinner is at 6:30 p.m., pro-
vided by Vic’s All Star Kitchen. 
Charity event to benefit Open 
Heart Kitchen, Axis Community 
Health and Kids Against Hunger. 
Limited to first 110 players. Call 
Vic LeLaurin at 510-912-0819 
or Mike Peel at 693-2449. Cost 
$65 buy in. Additional buy-ins 
throughout the night. 

VALLEY PREGNANCY CENTER 
FUNDRAISING GALA The Valley 
Pregnancy Center invites you to 
join them at their 23rd annual 
Celebration of Life Gala Fundraiser 
from 6-9:30 p.m., Thursday, 
Nov. 17, at Casa Real at Ruby 
Hill Winery, 401 Vineyard Ave. 
Featuring nationally renowned key-
note speaker Dr. Bruce Wilkinson. 
No charge to attend. Reservations 
are required. Call 828-4458 or visit 
www.valleypregnancycenter.org/. 

Health
FREE HEALTH ADVISORY CLINIC 
HCCC Human Services believes 
that service to mankind is service to 
God and its aim is to reach out to 
the community and touch people’s 
lives through health, food and 
education. The clinic is open from 
1-3 p.m. Saturdays through Dec. 
31 at Shiva Vishnu Temple Office, 
1223 Arrowhead Ave., Livermore. 
Call 371-5640. Registration not 
required, just walk in. 

LUNCH AND LEARN PROGRAM Guest 
speaker Deepak Khuntia will pres-
ent information about lung can-
cer from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., 
Tuesday, Nov. 8, at ValleyCare 
Health Library, 5725 W. Las 
Positas Blvd. All registered partici-
pants will receive a free lunch and 
drink. To register, call 734-3319 by 
Oct. 31 and leave a message with 
your name and number of people 
attending. 

Holiday
HALLOWEEN IS HERE Visit the 
American Cancer Society Discovery 
Shop for your Halloween decor 
and costumes. It has everything 
from napkins to masks at low 
prices, cute or scary, to get you in 
the Halloween party mood. Visit 
the Main shop, 1987 A Santa Rita 
Road, Pleasanton, or Home Decor 
Store. Call 462-7374. 

Kids & Teens
HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS ‘SHIFTING 
GEARS’ Las Positas College invites 
high school seniors and their 
parents to “Shifting Gears” from 
6-9 p.m., Wednesday, Nov. 2, in 
the Physical Education Complex, 
3000 Campus Hill Dr., Livermore. 
Information tables will be open 
from 6-7 p.m., with the faculty 
and staff available to speak with 
students and their parents. The 
formal program is from 7-9 
p.m., featuring presentations 
about major and transfer aca-
demic programs. Students are 
asked to RSVP online with the 
name of their high school and 
the number of persons to attend 
at www.laspositascollege.edu/
news/01hsseniorparenting2011.
php. 

Lectures/
Workshops
INTRODUCTION TO JUDAISM Judaism 
and all of its history, customs and 
holidays will be the focus of a new 
Introduction to Judaism course 
offered by Congregation Beth 
Emek. Classes are from 8:30-9 
p.m. Tuesdays, Oct. 25-Jan. 24 (no 
classes on Nov. 22, Dec. 20, Dec. 
27 and Jan. 3). There is no cost for 
congregation members; cost for 
non-members is $18 plus materials 
of $18. Call 398-6210. 

NATURE TALKS WITH THE 
NATURALIST Nature talks explores 
a variety of nature related top-
ics as well as how people impact 
nature. Come for a slide show/
video presentation and Q&A ses-
sion from 4-5 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 
11, at Alviso Adobe Community 
Park, 3465 Old Foothill Road. 
Children under 7 must be accom-
panied. Bring a picnic dinner. This 
event is free, but pre-registration is 
required; call 931-3479. 

Live Music
‘THE OFFICIAL BLUES BROTHERS 
REVUE’ The live concert combines 
the humor, music and mayhem 
of the original “Lost in Las Vegas” 
movie and is appropriate for all 
ages. Performances are at 8 p.m. 
on Thursday-Friday; and at 2 p.m. 
and 8 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 3-5, at 
the Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave. Tickets are $24-$34 
for adults, $17-$29 for children 
and seniors. Call 931-4848 or visit 
www.firehousearts.org. 

THE SONGS OF IRVING BERLIN The 
Firehouse Arts Center Cabaret 
Series continues with Linda Purl 
and Lee Lessack in “Steppin’ Out 
with My Baby: The Songs of Irving 
Berlin” at 2 p.m., Sunday, Nov. 6, 
at the Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave. The much-applauded 
duo will perform Berlin’s most 
beloved songs. Tickets are $17-$27 
for adults, $17 for children, and 
$24 for seniors. Call 931-4848 or 
visit www.firehousearts.org. 

Recreation
TRI-VALLEY YMCA GRAND 
OPENING The Grand Opening 
Preview of the new Tri-Valley YMCA 
Facility will take place from 5:30-8 
p.m., Thursday, Nov. 3, at 6693 
Sierra Ln., Suite F, Dublin. The 
public is invited to attend and learn 
about available programs, services 
and ways to become involved. The 
event includes tours, refreshments 
and prizes. Call 263-4444 or visit 
www.trivalleyymca.org and www.
facebook.com/trivalleyYMCA. 

Seniors
DOWNSIZING MADE EASY Enjoy 
an informative & fun presentation 
ideal for seniors considering their 
housing options. Lectures are from 
10:30-11:30 a.m., Tuesday, Nov. 
8, and 6:30-7:30 p.m., Thursday, 
Nov. 10 at the Senior Center, 5353 
Sunol Blvd. Discussion will include 
downsizing, housing alternatives 
and using professionals to help you 
with your move & adjusting to your 
new lifestyle. Call 931-5369 or visit 
www.pleasantonseniorcenter.org. 

ON THE TOWN ● CALENDAR
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Sports

Blue and gold action
Foothill High varsity football’s No. 45 Griffith Gates takes a dive at Friday 
night’s game against San Ramon Valley High in Danville. Gates scored two 
touchdowns and ran for 100 yards at the game, which ended in a victory for 
the Wolves, 42-28. Below, Falcons quarterback Tommy Paulson, who threw 
for 183 yards, completing 18-31.

CHRIS SCOTT/WWW.CALSPORTSPHOTO.COM

Rage U19 White  
Team continues 

winning ways 

Rage U19 White GK Bryanna Miller prepares to punt the ball, as sweeper Alyssa Ray looks on.

 Pleasanton’s U19 White extended its unbeaten streak in 
league play to 11 games this past weekend as they blitzed 
the Oakland/Montclair Clippers on Saturday 8-0, and 
edged out Walnut Creek Phoenix 3-2 on Sunday.
 The squad was firing on all cylinders Saturday against the 
Clippers, creating excellent possession in the midfield and 
plentiful scoring chances throughout the game. Goals came 
from a variety of players, including Sasha Greenlee (2), Kylie 
Copenhagen (2), Kendra Fujino, Carly O’Brien, Katie Styles 
and Kennedy Poplawski. Goalie Bryanna Miller and the de-
fensive backs recorded their 5th shutout of the season.
 The Sunday match proved to be a more difficult test as 
Walnut Creek played inspired soccer against the 2nd place 
Rage team. After Sasha Greenlee scored in the first half for 
Rage, Walnut Creek tied the game 1-1 just before halftime. 
The U19 White team took the lead again midway through 
the second half on a long goal from Kennedy Poplawski, 
but the Pheonix squad answered right back with a near 
identical goal from their top midfielder. However, after urg-
ing from their coaches Jose Iniquez and James O’Brien at 
halftime to come together as a unit, the Pleasanton squad 
seemed to catch a second wind down the stretch, tightened 
up on defense, and finished off a late set-piece goal to take 
the lead for good, 3-2.
 On Nov. 6, the team will be fighting to finish league 
play in second place in a key match vs. Danville Mustang 
Flash.
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Oct. 28
■ Football: 7 p.m., Foothill vs. 

Livermore, home

■ Football: 7 p.m., AVHS vs. Monte 
Vista, away

Nov. 1
■ Girls Volleyball: 6:30 p.m., Foothill vs. 

Carondelet, away

■ Girls Volleyball: 6 p.m., AVHS vs. 
Livermore, away

Nov. 3
■ Girls Volleyball: 6:30 p.m., Foothill vs. 

AVHS, away

Nov. 4
■ Football: 7 p.m., Foothill vs. Monte 

Vista, away

■ Football: 7 p.m., AVHS vs. California, 
away

Nov. 10
■ Football: 7 p.m., Foothill vs. AVHS, 

home

PREP LINE-UP

On the gridiron

 Amador Valley High Dons varsity 
football edged host Grananda Mat-
ador in Livermore, 12-9, in Friday’s 
league game. Tonight the Dons face 
the Monte Vista Mustangs, in an at-
tempt to advance on its 4-3 season 
record. The Mustangs have a league 
record of 3-4 after their 42-21 loss 
to De La Salle.
 Foothill Falcons football lost its 
Friday match to San Ramon Valley 
High in the Wolves homecoming 
game, 42-28. Tonight the Falcons 
face Livermore High at home.

Dons make a splash

 The Amador JV Lady Dons 
Water Polo Team took first place 
for the second year at the Liberty 
High School water polo tourna-
ment. They report that they have 
struggled lately but seemed to have 
turned it all around after a nail-
biting overtime 9-8 win against 
EBAL rival Livermore at Livermore 
on Oct. 20. This newfound life 
carried over into Saturday’s three-
win, first-place finish in the Liberty 
High School JV tournament.
 The team was scheduled to play 
crosstown rival Amador Valley at 
Amador on Oct. 27. After the varsi-
ty game, Amador planned to honor 
its six graduating girls: Madison 
Mooney, Kayla Miller, Madeleine 
Hess, Caroline Harpster, Elle Surb-
er and Nicole Guzolek; and its 
two graduating boys: Michael Lenz 
and goalie Chris Iniguez. The boy’s 
varsity game was to follow immedi-
ately after the brief ceremony. 

SPORTS DIGEST

Going for it
Pleasanton Rage’s Sophia Shiblaq, center, controls the ball against the Mustang Blaze in U10 girls soccer action Saturday at Diablo Vista Middle 
School in Danville. The Blaze beat the Rage Black team, 1-0.

Last hurrah on Pleasanton pitch
Olivia Zhu seeks a Rage teammate in U19 D3 action against the Union 
City Rebels on Sunday. Olivia netted 3 goals in the game, which the D3 
won, 7-1. Top offensive players were Zhu, Haley Boehmer, Kiley Zieker; 
top defensive were Kelsey Milligan, Dana Syriani and Megan Smart. The 
team is virtually all seniors so it was their last game on a Pleasanton pitch.

SPORTS

Go, Grey!
Rage Grey U11 Zoe Moura wins for 
the ball in Saturday’s game against 
Tri-Valley Force. Grey U-11 over-
came a 1 goal deficit at half time 
to finish with a 3-1 victory over the 
Tri-Valley Force in Saturday’s game 
in San Ramon.

 WARREN MCCARTY

Her-ricane on the field
Jamison Gray of the Rage U12 Her-ricanes heads downfield Saturday 
while playing Xtreme Tigers to win the game, 3-1. Top offensive players 
were Gray, Mollie McKay and Audrey Emmett. Top defensive players 
were Allison Defazio, Hailey Hogarty and Kyra Shah.

Share your  
sports photos
Send a jpeg to sports@

PleasantonWeekly.com of the best 

action shot from your child’s game 

for consideration for our Sports 

page. Remember to include caption 

information: who, what, when, 

where—and the score.



BULLETIN
BOARD

115 Announcements
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 
ADOPTION? Talk with caring agency spe-
cializing in matching Birthmothers with 
Families nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES 
PAID. Call 24/7 Abby’s One True Gift
Adoptions 866-413-6293 (Void in Illinois) 
(AAN CAN) East Bay Singles Dance Party 
.

Hacienda Crafters’ Faire 
SATURDAY, October 22nd, 9AM to 
3PM in the Club House at 3231 
Vineyard Avenue, Pleasanton. Must 
Have unique handmade products.

SHARPEN UP AT THE FARMERS’ MRKT

SHARPEN UP AT THE FARMERS’ MRKT

130 Classes & 
Instruction
Allied Health Career Training 
Attendcollege 100% online. Job place 
ment assistance. Computer available. 
Financial Aid if qualified. SCHEV certified. 
Call 800-481-9409. www.CenturaOnline.
com (Cal-SCAN)

Attend College Online 
from Home. *Medical, *Business, 
*Paralegal, *Criminal Justice. Job place-
ment assistance. Computer available. 
Financial Aid if qualified. SCHEV certi-
fied. Call 888-210-5162 www.Centura.
us.com (Cal-SCAN)

High School Diploma! 
Graduate in 4 weeks! FREE Brochure. 
Call Now! 1-866-562-3650 ext. 60 www.
SouthEasternHS.com (Cal-SCAN)

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! 
Graduate in just 4 weeks!!! FREE 
Brochure. Call NOW! 1-800-532-6546 
Ext. 97 www.continentalacademy.com 
(AAN CAN)

High School Diploma! 
Graduate in 4 weeks! FREE Brochure. 
Call Now! 1-866-562-3650 ext. 60 www.
SouthEasternHS.com (Cal-SCAN)

135 Group Activities
CLUTTERLess (CL) Self Help Group

LIONESS Club welcomes new member

FOR SALE

SOLD

201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts
Custom Taillights 90-93 Acura Integra 
- $50

Dic Brake kit 75 -79 Toyota Corolla 
- $12

Ford 2005 Excursion 
14,500 for 2005 Ford Excursion Limited 
4x4 with 58,000 miles. 6.0 L Diesel, 
Lariat pack. 4 “ Lift and Bilstein Stocks, 
35 “ Bilstein All- Terrain, 20 “ chrome 
rims. Fully loaded. Limited Two-Tone 
leather captain chairs, 3rd row, DVD/
NAV. 4083297378 or SPEED3998@
COMCAST.NET for info

202 Vehicles Wanted
Cash for Cars 
Paying cash for all cars and trucks run-
ning or not! Fast , free pick up. Call now, 
instant offer. Desert View Auto 855-343-
6183. (Cal-SCAN)

CASH FOR CARS: 
Any Car/Truck. Running or Not! Top 
Dollar Paid. We Come To You! Call For 
Instant Offer: 1-888-420-3808 www.
cash4car.com (AAN CAN)

Donate Vehicle 
Receive $1000 Grocery Coupons. 
National Animal Welfare Foundation. 
Support No Kill Shelters, Help Homeless 
Pets. Free Towing, Tax Deductible, Non-
Runners Accepted. 1-888-333-0477. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Donate Your Car 
Children’s Cancer Fund! Help Save 
A Child’s Life Through Research and 
Support! Free Vacation Package. Fast, 
Easy and Tax Deductible. Call 1-800-
252-0615. (Cal-SCAN)

Donate Your Car, Truck, Boat 
to Heritage for the Blind. Free 3 Day 
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, 
All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 888-902-
6851. (Cal-SCAN)

210 Garage/Estate 
Sales
Alamo, 1401 Danville Blvd, Oct 29 
9-3PM Pleasanton, 3231 Vineyard Ave, 
Current

Pleasanton, 4300 Del Valle Pkwy, 
October 28 & 29, 8-4 
Moving Sale! Everything must go! Moving 
into smaller home. Big Screen TV $300, 
small sofa $40, curved desk $25 and 
much much more! Lots of clothing and 
one of a kind items.

240 Furnishings/
Household items
RATTAN CHEST - $99.00

Recliner-Wallhugger - $325.00

245 Miscellaneous
Readers and Music Lovers 
100 Greatest Novels (audio books) 
Only $99.00 (plus S/H.) Includes MP3 
Player and Accessories. Bonus: 50 
Classical Music Works and Money Back 
Guarantee. Call Today! 1-877-360-6916. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Antenna Balls-Mickey Mouse - $10.00

MIND
& BODY

425 Health Services
Diabetic Test Strips 
Cash paid for unused, unopened Diabetic 
Test Strips; up to $20/box. We pay ship-
ping! Visit www.SellYourTestStrips.com 
or Toll-Free 866-800-1923 for a quote. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Diabetics with Medicare 
Get a Free Talking Meter and diabetic 
testing supplies at No Cost, plus Free 
home delivery! Best of all, this meter 
eliminates painful finger pricking! Call 
877-792-3424. (Cal-SCAN)

Sleep Apnea Sufferers 
with Medicare. Get FREE CPAP 
Replacement Supplies at No Cost, plus 
FREE home delivery! Best of all, prevent 
red skin sores and bacterial infection! 
Call 888-379-7871. (Cal-SCAN)

EMPLOYMENT

500 Help Wanted
Wireless Internet Field 
Technician - Pleasanton, TX
Contract postion, installing Internet 
service equipment, $700+ per week. 
For more information e-mail saresume@
corp.airmail.net

550 Business 
Opportunities
Think Christmas 
Start now! Own a Red Hot - Dollar, 
Dollar Plus, Mailbox or Discount Party 
Store from $51,900 worldwide! 100% 
Turnkey. 1-800-518-3064. www.
DRSS25.com (Cal-SCAN)

560 Employment 
Information
$$$HELP WANTED$$$  Extra Income! 
Assembling CD cases from Home! No 
Experience Necessary! Call our Live 
Operators Now! 1-800-405-7619 EXT 
2450 http://www.easywork-greatpay.
com (AAN CAN)

C o m p u t e r  W o r k
Work from anywhere 24/7. Up to $1,500 
Part Time to $7,500/mo. Full Time. 
Training provided. www.workservices4.
com (Cal-SCAN)

Driver: $2000 Sign-On Bonus 
Start a New Career! 100% Paid CDL 
Training! No Experience Required. CRST 
EXPEDITED. 1-800-326-2778. www.
JoinCRST.com (Cal-SCAN)

Drivers - CDL Training 
Career Central. No Money Down. 
Work for us or let us work for you! 
Unbeatable

Career Opportunities. *Trainee 
*Company Driver *Lease Operator 
Earn up to $51k *Lease Trainers Earn 
up to $80k 1-877-369-7126. www.
CentralDrivingJobs.net (Cal-SCAN)

Drivers: Apply Now 
12 drivers needed. Top 5% Pay. 2 
Months CDL Class A Driving Experience. 
1-877-258-8782. www.MeltonTruck.com 
(Cal-SCAN)

EARN $75-$200 HOUR 
(Now 25% Off) Media Makeup Artist 
Training. For Ads, TV, Film, Fashion. 1 
wk class. Learn & build Portfolio. Details 
at: AwardMakeUpSchool.com 310-364-
0665 (AAN CAN)

Work from Anywhere 
24/7. Earn up-to $1,500/PT to $7,500/
FT. Flexible hours, Training provided. 
Enjoys working with others, a self starter 
with computer skills. www.KTRGlobal.
com, 1-888-304-2847. (Cal-SCAN)

BUSINESS
SERVICES

604 Adult Care 
Offered
Affordable Assisted Living 
We’ll move you free with one year 
stay into Meadows Assisted Living 
Center Salmon, Idaho. $2,100-$2,700. 
Breathtaking Views! 208-756-1043. 

meadowslassistedliving.blogspot.com 
(Cal-SCAN)

605 Antiques & Art 
Restoration
ANTIQUE RESTORATION
“A Labor of Love” Impeccable Quality
Integrity of Workmanship 462-0383 
or 216-7976 All inclusive-License 
#042392

624 Financial
I am a CPA  and don’t do taxes. I Get 
6% Tax Free Dividends and Tax Free 
Withdrawals From Whole Life Insurance. 
Tazeen Khan 1-877-535-4866. (Cal-SCAN)

640 Legal Services

Social Security Disability 
Benefits. You Win or Pay Us Nothing. 
Contact Disability Group, Inc. Today! 
BBB Accredited. Call For Your FREE 
Book and Consultation. 877-490-6596. 
(Cal-SCAN)

645 Office/Home 
Business Services
Advertise Truck Driver Jobs 
in 240 California newspapers for one low 
cost of $550. Your 25 word classified ad 
reaches over 6 million+ Californians. 
Free brochure call Elizabeth (916)288-
6019. (Cal-SCAN)

Classified Advertising 
Reach Californians with a Classified Ad 
in almost every county! Experience the 
power of classifieds! Combo~California 
Daily and Weekly Networks. One order. 
One payment. Free Brochures. maria@
cnpa.com or (916)288-6010. (Cal-
SCAN)

Display Advertising 
Advertise a display Business Card sized 
ad in 140 California newspapers for 
one low cost of $1,550. Your display 
3.75x2” ad reaches over 3 million+ 
Californians. Free brochure call Elizabeth 
(916)288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)

HOME 
SERVICES

715 Cleaning 
Services
House Cleaning  Honest, Reliable,
Thorough, Weekly, Bi-weekly Move 
in/out Excellent References 339-
5116 Olga’s Housecleaning

Res./Com. Wkly/mo. Low Rates. Local 
Refs. 25 years Exp. & Friendly. I love 
My Job! Ins. (650)380-1406

783 Plumbing
New Age Plumbing 
Drain cleaning. Service and repair. 
Fixture installation. Gas and water 
piping. Free estimates. 24 Hour 
Emergency Service.  Call Us Now! 925-
803-9956 www.newageplumbing.biz

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms
ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES.COM 
Browse hundreds of online listings with 
photos and maps. Find your roommate 
with a click of the mouse! Visit: http://
www.Roommates.com. (AAN CAN)

850 Acreage/Lots/
Storage
El Paso, Texas 
20 acre ranch foreclosures near boom-
ing El Paso, Texas. Was $16,900 Now 
$12,900. $0 Down, $99/mo. Beautiful 
views, owner financing, FREE color 
brochure. 1-800-755-8953. www.
SunsetRanches.com (Cal-SCAN)

RV/Trailer Space for Rent 
Pvt., forested setting near LaHonda. 
Outbldg. for W/D. No outdoor pets. 
$625 mo. 650/747-9507

No phone number in the ad? 
GO TO fogster.com 

for contact information

Pleasanton Weekly
Marketplace To advertise in the Marketplace call Matt at 925.600.0840 x123 

or email mmassaro@pleasantonweekly.com

Mike Fracisco
REALTOR

®

Fracisco Realty 
Residential, Commercial  
& Property Management

direct: 925-998-8131
www.MikeFracisco.com

DRE#01378428

Real Estate

NEED HELP
 WITH QUICKBOOKS?

No job too big or too small!!!
Over 23 years experience  

in all aspects of bookkeeping.

Call Linda 925.918.2233

Accounting/Bookkeeping

PLACE  AN AD IN FOGSTER    ONLINE - fogster.com E-MAIL - ads@fogster.com  PHONE - (925) 600-0840

PEREZ GARDENING SERVICES
10 yrs. Experience in Lawn Care

FREE ESTIMATES
Maintenance, Sod & Sprinkler Systems, 
Clean UPS Commercial & Residential

925.642.6617  |  925.212.2973 
Lic. #5008439

With 6 month contract, 7th month is FREE

Landscaping

ANTIQUE RESTORATION
"A Labor of Love"
Impeccable Quality

Integrity of Workmanship
925-462-0383 or 925-216-7976

All inclusive         License #042392

REAL ESTATE

Get daily local stories and hot 
picks sent to your email

Pleasanton

The online
guide to 

Pleasanton  
businesses

No phone number in the ad? 
GO TO fogster.com 

for contact information

Get daily local stories and hot 
picks sent to your email

Pleasanton
Sign up online at www.PleasantonWeekly.com

PET OF THE WEEK

Griffey is your guy! 
Griffey is an energetic 
Rhodesian Ridgeback 
& Labrador Retriever 
blend who loves to go 
out for runs and then 
rest and watch TV with 
his owner! He is still 
young and loves to 
learn. To learn more, 
call 925-426-8656 or 
visit the website www.
valleyhumane.org. Valley 
Humane Society is 
located at 3670 Nevada 
Street in Pleasanton and 
is open Tues- Sat from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Photo
Gallery

Share your 
photos of sports,  
events,  travel  
and  fun stuff at 

PleasantonWeekly.com
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603 Blossom Ct, Pleasanton

5 bedrooms, 4 baths, approx

5000+ sqft, bonus room, separate offi ce 

and spa room - premium location! Large 

and fl at 31,060 sqft lot. 

Offered at $1,425,000

For photos and virtual tours 
visit www.deloresgragg.com

KELLER WILLIAMS® Tri-Valley Realty is Independently Owned and Operated.
REALTOR® Lic#01206964

www.DeloresGragg.com

Delores
Gragg

925.989.6500

If you are thinking of selling or buying 
a home, call me for information 

on current market conditions and 
options available to you.

Beautiful single story home featuring

4 bedrooms, 3 baths, approx 2,547 sqft.

New interior paint, new carpet, hardwood 

fl oors, marble entry, remodeled master bath.

Excellent Westside location with 3 car garage.

Large approx. 9889 sqft. fl at lot. Walk to 

schools, parks and shopping.

Offered at $875,000

5047 Forest Hill Dr, Pleasanton

Forest Hill Estates — Built in 1996
REDUCED

Exceptional Pleasanton Properties

OPEN SUN 11-3

KW Broker DRE License #01395362

#1 Real Estate Team in the Tri-Valley

Fran & Dave 
Cunningham
925-202-6898

DRE License #01226296 & 00930892

Donna 
Garrison

925-980-0273
DRE License #01735040

Susan 
Schall

925-519-8226
DRE License #01713497

Beautiful 4 bedroom, 4.5 bath, 5665 sq ft home in Ruby Hill with bonus room, pool/spa, golf course 
lot & views. Offered at $2,000,000 OPEN SUN 1-4

Bright, spacious home features soaring ceilings, a chef’s kitchen, 5 BR (or 4+ den),
3 BA, 3,851 sq. ft. Offered at $1,225,000 OPEN SUN 1-4

Real Estate
OPEN HOME GUIDE AND REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

BY JEB BING
 Heightened economic uncertainty contrib-
uted to a decrease in California home sales 
in September, according to data from the 
California Association of Realtors.
 However, September home sales posted 
higher on a year-to-year basis for the third con-
secutive month and remain at stable levels.
 Closed escrow sales of existing, single-fam-
ily detached homes in California fell to a sea-
sonally adjusted 487,940 units in September, 
down 2.1% from a revised 498,320 in August, 
according to information collected from more 
than 90 local Realtor associations and MLS 
reports statewide. However, September home 
sales were up 4.1% from the revised 468,700 
units sold during the like period a year ago.
 The statewide sales figure represents what 
would be the total number of homes sold 
during 2011 if sales maintained the Septem-
ber pace throughout the year. It is adjusted 
to account for seasonal factors that typically 
influence home sales.
 “September’s sales decline was not a sur-
prise, given the run of economic events that 
occurred during the time these sales were 
initiated, such as the debt debate, weakened 
stock market, and pending changes to the 
conforming loan limit,” said CAR President 

Beth L. Peerce. “This heightened uncertainty, 
coupled with the lower conforming loan 
limit, which some large lenders began imple-
menting in early July, had an adverse impact 
on September sales.”
 The September statewide median price 
of an existing, single-family detached home 
sold in California was $287,440, down 3.2% 
from a revised $297,060 in August and down 
8.3% from the $313,460 median price re-
corded for September 2010.
 “While the median price declined in Sep-
tember, we’ve seen nominal month-to-month 
changes in the statewide median price since 
February, indicating some stability in home 
prices,” said CAR Vice President and Chief 
Economist Leslie Appleton-Young. “Addi-
tionally, September home sales remained on 
track with expectations for this year, and 
sales for all of 2011 should be about even 
with last year, slightly above 490,000 units.”
 Other key facts of CAR’s resale housing 
report for September 2011 include:
■ The Unsold Inventory Index for exist-
ing, single-family detached homes was 5.1 
months in September, essentially unchanged 
from 5.0 months in August but down from a 

California home sales 
decline in September

 Realtor group blames ongoing economic uncertainty

T H E  E A S T  B A Y ’ S  P R E M I E R  R E A L  E S T A T E  C O M P A N Y .

5 0 7 5  H O P Y A R D  R O A D  S U I T E  1 1 0  P L E A S A N T O N ,  C A  9 4 5 8 8  |  9 2 5 . 2 5 1 . 2 5 0 0
1 9 8 3  S E C O N D  S T R E E T  L I V E R M O R E ,  C A  9 4 5 5 0  |  9 2 5 . 6 6 7 . 2 1 0 0

BLACKHAWK | BLACKHAWK WEST | DANVILLE | LIVERMORE | LAFAYETTE | MONTECLAIR/PIEDMONT | PLEASANTON | ORINDA | WALNUT CREEK

W W W . R O C K C L I F F . C O M

D I S C O V E R  H O W  T O  G E T  M O R E  F O R  Y O U R  H O M E .
D I S C O V E R  J .  R O C K C L I F F  R E A L T O R S .

Get Instant Mobile Access!
Using your smart phone, scan the QR-Code 

featured. You’ll receive instant mobile access to 
rockcliff.com  and plenty of  
useful buyer and seller tools.s.

W W W . R O C K C L I F F . C O M

View all East Bay Homes for Sale At

See DECLINE on Page 25
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Julia Murtagh

925.997.2411

jmurtagh@apr.com

JuliaMurtagh.com

DRE #01751854

“Bringing Integrity 

to Your Front Door” 

6023 STERLING GREEN CIRCLE

Beautiful home in the “Canyon Oaks” neighborhood of South Pleas-
anton. This 4 bed/2.5 bath home, is just under 2900 sq ft. Built by KB 
homes in 2003, on a secluded and premium lot, this home has many 
wonderful upgrades. Enjoy the oversized backyard, with professional 
landscaping, custom arbor and views of the Pleasanton Ridge. Walk-
ing distance to Hearst Elementary & Pleasanton Middle School, close 
to downtown, shops,  the Bernal sports fi elds and freeway, vaulted 
ceilings with formal dining and living room, built with energy con-
servation features, plantation shutters, upgraded lighting throughout 
home. Upgraded kitchen with Zodiac counter tops and high end 
stainless steel appliances. REDUCED TO $875,000

FEATURING

PENDING

RECENTLY SOLD

2650 Chocolate Street, 
Pleasanton Wonderful 
4 bedroom / 2.5 
bathroom home. Built 
in 2000, located in Mohr 
Elementary School 
District.  

4615 Rimini 
Court, Dublin
Sorrento 
at Dublin 
Ranch built in 
2007. $50k in 
upgrades, 2160 
sq.ft. Short sale. 
$520,000

8172 Moller Ranch Dr, Pleasanton
Gorgeous 4 BR home, stunning 
hardwood fl oors, upgrades throughout.
$781,000

4436 Desertwood Place, Pleasanton
Charming  4 BR / 2 BA in Highland Oaks, 
1606 sq ft., with a resort-style backyard. 
$690,000

REPRESENTED

 BUYER

5071 Monaco Dr, Pleasanton
4 BR / 3 BA home features granite kitchen, 
crown molding and views. 
$990,000

REPRESENTED

SELLERREPRESENTED

 BUYER

My Buyers Needs:

Large family home,
 5 bedrooms, large 

backyard with pool, 
under 1.3 million

Smaller family home,
 3+ beds/ can be a 
contractor special,

 under 700k

Client Testimonial for a 
Recent Short Sale Listing

Julia navigated the complexities 
of a short sale and successfully 
sold our home in an incredibly 
short time period. Her in-depth 
knowledge of the neighborhoods 
shows. She priced the house 
right to get multiple bids 
and worked with the bank to 
expedite the short sale, with 
backup offers in hand.

—Sabrina Wong

JuliaHelpsDistressedSellers.com

10% OF PLEASANTON’S RESIDENTIAL HOME 
SALES IN 2011 ARE “SHORT SALES” 

If you are a home owner thinking of participating in a Short Sale, 
you need to know this and more….. 

What is a Short Sale? 
A short sale is a transaction in which the homeowner owes more on the loan than the property is 

worth. To sell the home, the lien holder or lien holders must approve the sale because the amount 

owed to the lien holder will be “short” of what is currently owed by the borrower. 

July 18, 2011: California Senate Bill 458 was passed! 
SB 458 brings closure and certainty to the short sale process and ensures that once a lender has agreed to 
accept a short sale payment on a property, all lienholders – those in fi rst position and in junior positions – 
will consider the outstanding balance as paid in full and the homeowner will not be held 
responsible for any additional payments on the property. 

Please visit my dedicated website for more information or call me for 

a confi dential conversation. I have helped many Sellers and Buyers in 

this process!

PENDING!
PENDING!

6432 INGLEWOOD DRIVE, PLEASANTON

Great home in Val Vista, 3 BR / 2 BA, 1555 sq ft. with 
upgraded gourmet kitchen. Super clean, huge beauti-
ful backyard, hardwood fl oors, and new windows. 
Great location, very well maintained by owners. All 
Section One Termite work completed. Sellers putting 
on a brand new roof.
REDUCED TO $555,000
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W M G H O M E S . C O M

WMG
REPRESENTING YOUR INTERESTS

WEINER MCDOWELL GROUP 
PHYLLIS WEINER   PETER MCDOWELL   

Selling your home is one of the most important financial decisions you 
can make. Our well planned Strategy can maximize your equity  

position while minimizing your time on the market.

Please contact us for more information or to arrange a meeting.

925.251.2585

PHYLLIS WEINER
PETER MCDOWELL

925.251.2585
925.251.2550

PWEINER@ROCKCLIFF.COM
PMCDOWELL@ROCKCLIFF.COM

CA DRE #00673849
#01361481

2781 CALLE ALEGRE 
COUNTRY FAIR, PLEASANTON, CALIFORNIA 
Exceptional remodeled and upgraded “Trinity”  floor plan in original 
Country Fair, one of Pleasanton’s most desirable neighborhoods! 
Four spacious bedrooms, 3 full baths, 2854 square foot home on 
nearly 1/3 acre private lot.  Open House Sunday 1-4P.M.

Danville
4 BEDROOMS 

246 Scotts Mill Ct $939,000
Sat/Sun 1-5 Keller Williams Realty 855-8333

6 BEDROOMS 

206 Monterosso Ct $1,099,950
Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 837-4100

Dublin
2 BEDROOMS 

7528 Oxford Cir $309,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams Realty 855-8333

3 BEDROOMS 

7300 Ione Ct $385,000
Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 847-2200
5859 Southbridge Way $535,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 847-2200

4 BEDROOMS 

8363 Rhoda Ave $699,000
Sun 1-4 Bhg Tri-valley Realty 463-9500

Livermore
3 BEDROOMS 

725 Orion Way $544,000
Sun 1-4 Moxley Team 600-0990

5 BEDROOMS 

1217 Blossom Cir $829,000
Sun 1-4 Bhg Tri-valley Realty 463-9500

Pleasanton
2 BEDROOMS

1485 Trimingham Dr $495,000
Sun 1-4 Tim McGuire 462-7653

3 BEDROOMS

5703 Athenour Ct $799,000
Sun 1-4 Doug Buenz 463-2000

4 BEDROOMS 

23 Silver Oaks Ct $1,448,480
Sat/Sun 1-4 Keller Williams Tri-valley 397-4200
15 Silver Oaks Ct $1,399,880
Sat/Sun 1-4 Keller Williams Tri-valley 397-4200
640 Varese Ct $2,000,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams Tri-valley 397-4200
5260 Ridgevale Way $995,000
Sun 1-4 Moxley Team 600-0990
2781 Calle Alegre $1,089,000
Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 251-2500
5128 Blackbird Dr $800,000
Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 847-2200
2144 Raven Rd $779,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Tim McGuire 462-7653
3891 Picard Ave $1,298,000
Sun 1-4 Blaise Lofland 846-6500
5083 Muirwood Dr $850,000
Sun 1-4 Doug Buenz 463-2000

5 BEDROOMS 

1920 Nicosia Ct $1,225,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams Tri-valley 397-4200
7235 Valley Trails Dr $725,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams Tri-valley 397-4200

4501 Sandalwood Dr $699,900
Sat 12-4/Sun 1-4 Keller Williams Realty 855-8333
3623 Cameron Ave $1,325,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 Moxley Team 600-0990
4823 Pipit Ct $875,000
Sun 1-4 Tim McGuire 462-7653
2755 Huff Dr $875,000
Sun 1-4 Doug Buenz 463-2000
603 Blossom Ct $1,425,000
Sun 11-3 Delores Gragg 989-6500
727 Vineyard Terrace $1,399,000
Sun 1-4 Serafino Bianchi 858-0649

San Ramon
3 BEDROOMS 

3324 Chartwell St $565,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Keller Williams Realty 855-8333

5 BEDROOMS 

6902 Emerson Lane $1,035,000
Sat 1-4 Coldwell Banker 847-2200

Find more open homes at pleasantonweekly.com/real_estate

For marketing opportunities contact Andrea Heggelund at 600-0840 x110.

REAL ESTATE

OPEN HOMES THIS WEEKEND SALES AT A GLANCE

Source: California REsource

Dublin (Sept. 15-Sept. 30)
Total sales reported: 10

Lowest sale reported: $260,000

Highest sale reported: $868,000

Average sales reported: $624,200

Livermore (Sept. 15-Sept. 30) 
Total sales reported: 22

Lowest sale reported: $173,00

Highest sale reported: $900,000

Average sales reported: $390,683

Pleasanton (Sept. 15-Sept. 30) 
Total sales reported: 18

Lowest sale reported: $177,000

Highest sale reported: $1,525,000

Average sales reported: $666,778

revised 5.9 months in September 2010. The index 
indicates the number of months needed to deplete 
the supply of homes on the market at the current 
sales rate.
■ Thirty-year fixed-mortgage interest rates aver-
aged 4.11% during September 2011, down from 
4.35% in September 2010, according to Freddie 
Mac. Adjustable-mortgage interest rates averaged 
2.84% in July 2011, compared with 3.46% in 
September 2010.
■ The median number of days it took to sell a 
single-family home was 54.4 days in September 
2011, compared with 50.3 days for the same pe-
riod a year ago. 

DECLINE
Continued from Page 23
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PLEASANTON  90 0 Main Street

925.846.6500
www.blaiselofland.com

Blofland@BlaiseLofland.com

apr.com
DRE# 00882113

OAK MANOR

819 OAK MANOR COURT, PLEASANTON
As soon as you enter you will be impressed with the unique elegance. 
Gorgeous custom home on private .62 acre lot. Approximately 4,541 square 
feet, four bedrooms (two master suites) plus office/wine room and bonus 
loft area and 5.5 bathrooms. Quality, high end equipment and finishes 
throughout. Gourmet kitchen with granite slab counters and stainless 
steel appliances. Hardwood floors. Oversized four car garage. Beautifully 
landscaped Tahoe-like grounds with mature trees. Two minutes to 
Castlewood Country Club. OFFERED AT $1,565,000

LAGUNA OAKS

2505 ARLOTTA PLACE, PLEASANTON
Best location in Laguna Oaks! Desirable Newport model on premium .40 
acre lot. Quiet premium court location. Four bedrooms, bonus room, plus 
formal office. Private guest/in law/au pair quarters (4th). Three and a half 
bathrooms. Approximately 3,830 square feet. Large gourmet kitchen, granite 
countertops, custom backsplash, tile flooring and large eating area. Spacious 
master suite with views of Pleasanton Ridge, and large walk in closet. 
Beautifully landscaped rear yard with ultimate privacy.  Expansive lawn areas 
(pool site). A short walk to the community pool, park, and tennis courts. 
SOLD FOR $1,300,000

SOLD

FOOTHILL KNOLLS

7863 FOOTHILL KNOLLS, PLEASANTON
Beautiful single story on private premium .35 acre lot. Three bedrooms, two 
bathrooms, approximately 2,150 sf. Completely remodeled kitchen with 
granite slab countertops, custom backsplash, custom cabinetry and high end 
European appliances. Hardwood flooring, French doors, vaulted ceilings, 
newer windows, newer tile roof. Master suite includes custom built-in closet/
dresser area, French doors to rear grounds, private bathroom with dual sinks. 
Very private professionally landscaped rear grounds, with no rear neighbors. 
Recently re-plastered and tiled pool/spa with new equipment. Built-in kitchen/
BBQ island with refrigerator. Mature trees, patios and lawn areas.  
OFFERED AT AND SOLD FOR $949,000

SOLD

335 DEL SOL AVENUE, PLEASANTON
Location, location, location. Desirable downtown quiet court location! 
Beautiful upgraded home, 5 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms with 2350 square feet. 
Remodeled kitchen with granite slab countertops, custom backsplash and 
stainless appliances. Newer upgraded hardwood flooring, plantation shutters, 
dual pane windows, newer brushed nickel hardware and fixtures. Lots of 
upgrades including 30 year roof. Elevated lot with private secluded tranquil 
grounds includes TimberTech deck, mature trees. Walk around the corner at 
Neal and in one minute you are at the Farmers Market and can also enjoy all 
the other downtown amenities! Award winning schools!  
SOLD FOR $830,000

DOWNTOWN

ESTATES OF MOHR PARK

2248 KAMP COURT, PLEASANTON
Premium private large (12,691 sq ft) lot in excellent court location with 
in-ground pool & spa! Highly upgraded five bedrooms, three bathrooms. 
Approximately 3,369 square feet. Completely remodeled kitchen with 
granite slab countertops, custom cabinets & stainless steel appliances. 
Remodeled master bathroom with new granite & tile. Three car garage. 
Professionally landscaped private rear grounds with in-ground pool, spacious 
deck and large lawn area. Just a few minutes to downtown. Just around the 
corner from Nielsen Park. Award winning schools!  
OFFERED AT $1,165,000

KOTTINGER RANCH

1348 HEARST DRIVE, PLEASANTON
Excellent location!!! Panoramic views of surrounding hills. Backs to open 
space, no rear neighbors. Great condition, move in ready! Five bedrooms, 
3.5 bathrooms, 3300 square feet. Recently updated gourmet kitchen with 
granite slab countertops! Spacious master suite with fireplace & large bath-
room. Open living room, family room and formal dining room. French 
doors, hardwood flooring. Three car garage. Beautiful, professionally land-
scaped grounds include, in-ground pool, spacious deck, gazebo, large lawn 
areas and 135 wine producing grape vines, private vineyard! Community 
amenities include tennis courts & pool! Walking distance to Main Street 
and downtown! Award winning Pleasanton schools!!  
SOLD FOR $1,400,000

SOLD — REPRESENTED BUYERSOLD

CANYON OAKS

5809 STONECLIFF VISTA LN, PLEASANTON
Newer beautiful home built in 2004. Great location, backs to open space 
with views of Mount Diablo, Pleasanton Ridge & surrounding open space! 
Three bedrooms plus loft/office, two & a half bathrooms, 2401 square feet. 
Custom tile flooring. Gourmet kitchen with granite countertops, stainless 
appliances. Spacious master suite. Oversized two car garage. Beautiful 
landscaping. Walk to new sports park & award winning Hearst Elementary, 
Pleasanton Middle School, Oak Hill Shopping Center & Main Street! 
Convenient to Callippe Golf Course & Castlewood Country Club.
OFFERED AT $839,500

PENDING

WALNUT GLEN ESTATES

3891 PICARD AVENUE, PLEASANTON
Wow! Better than new because it is done & ready! Extensively designer 
remodeled, single level, plus upstairs bonus room/au pair/guest quarters! 
Premium corner .34 acre lot! Four bedrooms plus bonus, four bathrooms, 
3588 square feet. Completely remodeled gourmet kitchen with new granite 
slab countertops, designer backsplash & new stainless appliances. Remodeled 
bathrooms with granite slab countertops, custom marble flooring & surround. 
New interior & exterior paint, new carpet, new Travertine flooring! Vaulted 
ceilings, plantation shutters, crown molding, new door hardware & light 
fixtures! Security alarm system & intercom! Finished three car garage! Tile roof. 
Professionally recently upgraded landscaped grounds with spacious lawn area 
& patios. Award winning Pleasanton schools! Walk to neighborhood parks! 
OFFERED AT $1,298,000

OPEN SUN 1-4
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Should You Sell Your Home During the Holidays?

The latest from The 680 Blog

 Mistletoe. Lights. Warm fi res. The holidays are a special time of 

year, and most people have a “Rockwellian” soft spot for these festivities (at 

least until they get the credit card bills for all of the shopping). The natural 

assumption is that having your home on the market from late November 

through December is a waste of time… that there are no serious buyers 

out, no one buys homes during the holidays, etc.

 Let’s be honest; there are normally fewer buyers in December than 

there are in April. And showing your home this time of year can range 

from a minor annoyance to a major hassle. And there is indeed a strong 

argument to be made that it does not make sense to pile up days on market 

if you do not have a good chance of selling your home. These are valid 

arguments.

 But as is often the case, there is the opposite view that the holidays 

might be the best time to sell your home. Here are the reasons:

 Most houses just look better during the holidays. As we have dis-

cussed numerous times, buying a home is an emotional process fi rst. And 

a nice house that is beautifully decorated for the holidays can create a very 

warm, inviting environment. A crackling fi re, ginger bread cookies, and 

lights can be the icing on the cake for some buyers in terms of creating that 

strong emotional appeal.

 There is less competition. Many sellers take their homes off the 

market during the holidays, so there is typically less competition from other 

properties during this time of year. That is a good thing. It is easier for your 

home to stand 

out if there are 

fewer choices.

 Buyers 
can be more 
serious. Yes, 

there are 

typically fewer 

buyers in the 

market during 

the holidays. 

But some of 

them are very 

motivated. I mean, who would miss a chance to watch “A Charlie Brown 

Christmas” for the 47th time just to go casually look at homes. Holiday 

buyers are likely to include folks relocating to the area, or buyers with some 

urgency or impending event pressuring them to look now. Maybe they are 

renting, and their lease is almost up. Or they want to get a jump on the 

Spring market before other buyers jump in.

 As always, your home has to be priced attractively and show well 

to have a good chance of selling during this time of year. But if your 

home shows well, you are good at decorating, and can  >>Go to 
www.680homes.com for more real estate information!

5703 Athenour Court
Moller Ranch beauty shows like a 
model! Pristine 3 BR, 2 1/2 BTH home 
with hardwood fl oors, granite kitchen, 
plantation shutters, downstairs 
master BR, and premium private lot!   
$799,000

OPEN SUN 1-4

Country living yet close to everything! 
Fabulous 4 BR, 3 BTH home remodeled 
with designer upgrades on 2+ acres 
with sports court, and more!  
$1,199,900

OVER 2 ACRES!

Almost new Gale Ranch home with 
4 BR, 3 1/2 BTH, custom tile fl ooring, 
luxurious master suite, stunning 
granite/cherry/stainless kitchen, 3 car 
tandem garage, and upgrades galore!  
$889,000

JUST LISTED!

Pristine upgraded Vintage Hills 4 BR, 2.5 
BTH home shows like a model! Cherry & 
granite kitchen, 3 car garage, hardwood 
fl oors, vaulted ceilings, and private .31 
acre yard with sparkling pool!
$885,000

PENDING SALE!

Fabulous estate home with 6 BR + loft 
& offi ce/rec room, 5 BTH, 4 car garage, 
stone fl ooring, dream kitchen, and 1.1 
acre lot with pool, sports court, outdoor 
kitchen and views! 
$1,840,000

JUST SOLD!

Fabulous French Country custom with 5 
BR + offi ce & retreat, 4 full & 2 half BTH, 
hardwood fl oors, 4 car garage, and 
private .62 acre lot with pool.
$1,695,000

JUST SOLD!

Old world charm in a private oasis! 
Stunning single story custom home. 4 
BR, 4 ½ BTH, private .75 acre lot with 
pool & security gate, 
and exceptional quality!
$1,785,000

JUST SOLD!

High
Performance
Real Estate.

Office 925.251.1111
Direct 925.463.2000

680Homes.com
DRE #00843458

Doug Buenz
The 680 Group

In this turbulent
market, there is
no substitute for
experience and

professionalism.
Call me today to
discuss your real

estate needs!

"When it came to 
selling our home, we 

interviewed seven real estate 
professionals, all with great 

credentials. We chose to 
go with Doug because of 
his track record, market 

knowledge, professionalism, 
concise thinking, 

and utter confi dence. 
Doug's performance far 

exceeded our already high 
expectations. His follow 

through was terrifi c. Selling 
a house in a buyer's market 

is hard, but having the 
right partnership with a 

realtor is priceless" 
— Steve & Vicki S.

Go to 680Homes.com for more information on these homes and other properties.

2755 Huff Drive
Model perfect 5 BR, 3 BTH home with 
hardwood fl oors, granite kitchen, 
designer paint, luxurious master suite, 
large private yard, and bonus room! 
$875,000

OPEN SUN 1-4

5083 Muirwood Drive
Upgraded 4 BR, 2 ½ BTH Stoneridge 
area home with vaulted ceiling, 
granite kitchen, hardwood fl oors, new 
carpeting, new roof, 3 car garage, and 
private yard! 
$850,000 

OPEN SUN 1-4
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Go to open.apr.com for the Bay Area’s only 
complete online open home guide.

PLEASANTON $2,149,000 
Beautiful Craftsman style quality custom 
home in Ruby Hill. Rich hardwood floors, 
5bd w/ private baths, game room, office, 
gourmet kitchen w/commercial grade 
appliances, stunning views of Mt. Diablo. 
3720 RABOLI STREET

MARTA RIEDY  BY APPT 

PLEASANTON $1,799,000
Absolutely stunning custom home 
features 5bd + bonus room + office on 
over an acre backing to open space. 
Recently remodeled kitchen, situated on 
quiet cul-de-sac. Perfect for entertaining! 
8008 ROCKFORD PLACE

LINDA TRAURIG  BY APPT 

DANVILLE $1,650,000
4bd/3.5ba, 3800+/-sf on approximately 
5.18 acres. Formal living & dining rooms, 
bonus room and large kitchen. Back 
yard with pool, spa & gazebo. Abundant 
room for horses or vines for grapes.  
6650 JOHNSTON RD

MARK KOTCH   BY APPT 

PLEASANTON $1,325,000
Custom built, single level home on 
1+/- acre. Open floor plan, updated 
kitchen, dinette area, breakfast bar, 
granite counters, formal LR & DR, pool, 
2 patios, volleyball court and more!  
3623 CAMERON AVE

MOXLEY TEAM   SUN 1:30-4:30 

DANVILLE $1,128,000
Beautiful views. Upgraded kitchen 
with designer touches, custom Murano 
lighting. A true entertainment home. 
1032 MCCAULEY ROAD

SALLY MARTIN BY APPT 

LIVERMORE $1,089,000
WINE COUNTRY LIVING! This amazing 
five bed, four and a half bath home 
includes a gourmet kitchen, hardwood, 
bed and full bath downstairs, court 
location, award winning schools, and so 
much more. 2975 LUSITANA

DEBI BODAN BY APPT 

PLEASANTON $995,000
Open floor plan with huge downstairs 
bonus room! Remodeled kitchen with 
granite counters & lots of storage! Rear 
yard offers pool, spa and large patio area 
great for entertaining! Close to schools! 
5260 RIDGEVALE WAY

MOXLEY TEAM  SUN 1-4 

PLEASANTON $875,000
Expanded "Miramar", 5bd/2.5ba, 2,688+/-
sq.ft, remodeled throughout, Granite 
kitchen, Hardwood floors, new carpet/
paint, newer windows, plus pool and hot 
tub. 4823 PIPIT CT

TIMOTHY MCGUIRE   SUN 1:00-4:00 

PLEASANTON $875,000
Walk to Award Winning Schools, 
downtown Pleasanton and shops, from 
this 4 bedroom. 2,5 bathroom home. 
Built in 2003 by KB homes, this home is 
just under 2900 square feet, and in great 
condition. 6023 STERLING GREEN CIR

JULIA MURTAGH  BY APPT 

LIVERMORE $849,950
Gorgeous single story home in Kristopher 
Ranch. Features include 5 bedrooms, 
granite, SS appliances, cinnamon maple 
cabinets, beautiful hardwood & tile 
throughout, plantation shutters, & 3 car 
garage. 949 MEDOLLA CT

MARK LAFFERTY   BY APPT 

PLEASANTON $779,000
4bd/2.5ba, 2,024+/-sq.ft, remodeled 
throughout, eat-in Granite/Maple kitchen 
with tumbled stone backsplash, Granite 
baths, Hardwood floors, dual pane 
windows,new roof, HVAC system and 
inside laundry. 2144 RAVEN ROAD 

TIMOTHY MCGUIRE   SAT&SUN 1:00-4:00 

DANVILLE $775,950
Beautiful 4bd/2.5ba home in great 
location!Lots of lights flood this home 
with a nice floor plant that will delight 
your senses! 47 VICENZA CT

STEPHEN MCDONOUGH  BY APPT 

PLEASANTON $739,950
Spacious Kottinger Heights is ready for 
entertaining and family fun. 4bd/2.5ba, 
2260+/-sf. Relax around the sparkling 
pool or enjoy a sunny interior retreat. 
3643 BERNAL AVE

CHESTER HALL   BY APPT 

PLEASANTON $1,595,000 
Home offers a 1,100sf. guest home on a 
26,9632sf. lot. Updated kitchen, expansive 
private rear yard w/ pool & bocci court. 
Guest home offers a kitchenette & 
bedroom. 2020 MARTIN AVE

MOXLEY TEAM BY APPT 

PLEASANTON $675,000
4bd/2ba 'Holiday' model, 2,167+/-sqft, 
newer roof, windows, Pergo floors, HVAC 
system, crown molding, inside laundry 
and pool. 5230 HUMMINGBIRD RD

TIMOTHY MCGUIRE   BY APPT 

PLEASANTON $612,000
Beautiful 5bd/3ba single story on corner 
lot. Updated kitchen, granite counters, 
generous storage, walk-in pantry, 
sparkling pool & close to schools!  
4055 ALVARADO ST

MOXLEY TEAM  BY APPT 

PLEASANTON $550,000
Beautifully appointed front room 
with French doors, hardwood floors, 
built-in cherry cabinetry. Wrap around 
breakfast bar in kitchen opens to huge 
great room. 4 beds/2 baths 2042 sq. ft.  
7254 VALLEY TRAILS DR

KAREN CROWSON   BY APPT 

PLEASANTON $529,000
3bd/2ba single story in Heritage Gardens, 
1,412+/-sq.ft, Oak kitchen, stainless 
appliances, newer carpets, walking 
distance to parks, schools and Downtown. 
244 CARNATION CT

TIMOTHY MCGUIRE   BY APPT 

PLEASANTON $519,000
Great court location, newer dual paned 
windows, transferrable 40/20 year roof, 
wood burning stove in Family Room, 
very well taken care of home, great 
neighborhood and close to schools.  
6267 GIBSON CT

LESLIE FAUGHT  BY APPT 

PLEASANTON $495,000
2bd/3ba, with office/potential 3rd 
bedroom downstairs, beautifully updated 
kitchen and baths, vaulted ceilings, 
custom fireplace, attached 2-car garage, 
walking distance to Shopping, Schools 
and Parks. 1485 TRIMINGHAM DR

TIMOTHY MCGUIRE SUN 1:00-4:00 


