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“Um Estilo De Vida!”
925-468-0330 ▲ www.CrispimBJJ.com  

7063 Commerce Circle, Unit E ▲ Pleasanton, CA 94588

Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu (adults and kids)

MMA (adults and kids)

Muay Thai

Wrestling (adults and kids)

Fight Shape

Iron Core Fitness

 

We offer:

7 Days per week Training

Classes from 6am-9pm

Clean & Safe Environment

World Class Instructors

Largest Mat Training Space in Area

MMA Cage

Family Environment

Is Your Child Being Bullied? 
Experts say that more than 150,000 children miss school every 

day because they are afraid of being bullied. Three out of every 

four students say bullying is a problem at their school.

How Can Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu Help?

 

 a situation verbally and then physically  

 if necessary

 

 and puts the focus back on learning

Call today to learn more!

484-0678   1270 Quarry Lane, Pleasanton   www.Jazzntaps.com

2009 2010 2011

Tap  Jazz Ballet 
Hip-Hop  Modern  

Musical Theater  Tumbling

Classes for ages 2.5 to Adult

FREE 
Registration with this coupon

CLOCK REPAIR
Free Estimates
Free Pick-up & Delivery in Tri-Valley

Timely Service

Byfield’s Clock Shop Call (925) 736-9165

Browse classifieds 
online or  
place your  
ad at  
fogster.com
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Many talk about Linda 
Wyner as Pleasanton’s 
Rachel Ray without the 

network broadcasts. Considered 
compliments, those comments are 
far short from the mark, though, 
when it comes to measuring the 
accomplishments of Wyner, who 
opened Pans on Fire in downtown 
Pleasanton five years ago. A col-
lege degreed food anthropologist 
(UCLA), she was a business en-
trepreneur long before coming to 
Pleasanton, and after graduating 
from the University of San Fran-
cisco with a law degree, became a 
nationally known litigation lawyer 
and a malpractice specialist.
 So how does an anthropolo-
gist skilled at finding “cuisine” 
artifacts in the desert move to 
a store at 310-B Main St. where 
her cuisine recipes and desserts 
win top honors from hundreds 
who are her customers and cook-
ing class students? The transition 
actually started in the hot desert 
temperatures when Wyner said 
she’d had enough and moved to 
friendlier, more comfortable and 
less back-breaking duties. As a 
jobs program coordinator for the 
U.S. Department of Labor, and 
with a master’s degree in Man-
power Administration, she start-
ed a business “incubator” where 
those she had been helping to 
start their careers could have of-
fices and the tools and consul-
tation they needed to succeed. 
Based in Denver and with three 
business centers and 130 “suites” 
as her clients, she accepted an 
offer she just couldn’t refuse and, 
still in her 30s, opted for an early 
retirement.
 That’s when law school and 
Wyner’s interest in serving the legal 
needs of those in business came to-
gether. Besides cooking and always 
trying new recipes at home with 
her husband Larry, a college pro-
fessor, she majored in the legal as-
pects of preparing wills, trusts and 
estate planning while also serving 
as editor in chief of the law journal 
at USF. It was her writing skills 
that brought another career change 
when she was asked to write a food 
column for a local newspaper. Her 
inner-self as an excited, inquisitive 
food specialist got the best of her, 
leading to her purchase of the old 
Ruma’s store in Pleasanton in No-
vember 2006.
 Two “people” at Pans on Fire are 
as important to Wyner as the food 
and pots and pans: One is Jenny 

Howard, her store manager who 
shares Wyner’s talent and enthusi-
asm; the other is “Betty,” a not-real 
person dressed as a modern day 
Betty Crocker who is positioned by 
the front door and has fast become 
part of the Pans on Fire team. 
Behind Betty is a store filled with 
products ranging from a 79-cent 
citrus peeler to a Swiss Diamond 
skillet with the coating of mano-
composite that holds its non-stick 
properties even at the hottest tem-
peratures. Teflon, Wyner explains, 
is bonded onto pans at 750 de-
grees, compared to the 2000-de-
gree-bonded manocomposite. Top 
of the line gas ranges can heat pans 
to 850 degrees. Wyner leaves the 
results of those temperatures in 
terms of bonding stability for the 
rest of us to consider.
 Pans on Fire’s cooking classes 
are well known, although her two-
and-a-half-hour “Knife’s Skills” 
class was new to me. Choose a 
knife that fits your hand, learn 
how to master the dicing, chop-
ping and six other “cordon bleu” 
knife cuts, and you’re a master 
ready to compete alongside the 
best of chefs. Tonight, she starts 
the first of a series of Italian 
regional cooking classes where 
students have a chance to prepare 
specialties from 12 culinary re-
gions, each with its own distinct 
ingredients, recipes and testes.
 Then comes “Thanksgiving 101,” 
one of Wyner’s most popular class-
es where “graduates” leave with 
the skills to prepare a full-course 
Thanksgiving dinner — turkey, 
dressing, sides and all — in just 
three hours. Wyner guarantees it. 
“It’s one of the best holidays of the 
year,” she says, “so why spend so 
much time in the kitchen?”
 By the way, more men seem to 
be signing up for Wyner’s specialty 
cooking classes, which may explain 
why so many students want to 
know how to get out of the kitchen 
quickly. 

AROUND 
PLEASANTON

BY JEB BING

Thanksgiving 
dinner in just
3 hours

About the Cover
Driving examiner “Scary Larry” Chan retired in July after 20 years as the 
alleged terror of the Pleasanton Department of Motor Vehicles. Photo by 
Jessica Lipsky. Design by Lili Cao.

Vol. XII, Number 36

Fifty Years

Fall Harvest Festival
Thursday, Sept. 22, 2011 5-8pm

Faz @ the Four Points Sheraton Hotel
5121 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, CA 94588

Join Us for Happy Hour, Appetizers
& Shopping with Local Artisans

For Vendor Information Contact
Pia Carlson at pia@fazrestaurants.com

Guy & Eva Jewelry, Scentsy Candles, BC Spa, Custom Wine Glasses, 

Bling Bling Jeans, Peaceful Electronics, Glam on the Go, Wine Shop 

at Home, Miche Bags, Designer Wine Charms, Studio Parfum, Dove 

Chocolate, Beautiful Handbags, Antique Jewelry, Tastefully Simple, 

Organic Honey, Origin Spices, Organic Olive Oil . . . and MANY more!

JEB BING

Linda Wyner at front door of her 
Pans on Fire retail and cooking class 
store on Main Street with “Betty,” the 
store’s official greeter.



Streetwise
ASKED AROUND TOWN

Do you think Social Security will be 
able to pay promised benefits to your 
children and grandchildren?

Carol Sill
Orthopedic office 

I don’t think it will; I’m not even sure if it 
will last my lifetime. I’m sure it won’t be 
available for my children, and definitely not 
my grandchildren.

Sam Amick
Sports writer

It doesn’t feel that way. It certainly doesn’t 
seem like it’s going in the right direction. If 
there are benefits available, I don’t believe 
it will provide enough support like it did for 
my parents and grandparents.

Daniel Stahl
Video game producer

I would like to think that they would be, but 
I’m planning my future with the assumption 
that there will not be Social Security bene-
fits available. My gut feeling is that with the 
current state of government spending and 
the ever-increasing national debt, we won’t 
be able to sustain it. We’re going to have to 
make tough decisions, and soon. 

Kris Moxley
Realtor

I do not think they will be able to, and it’s 
very disappointing and rather scary. I wish 
they would leave it as it is, stop borrowing 
from it, and let it accrue interest.

Taryn Fortunati
Student

I don’t think it will be able to because it’s 
falling apart so much right now. It will be 
gone before my children and certainly my 
grandchildren need it. I think there are 
things the government can do to save it, but 
I don’t believe they will take the steps neces-
sary to do so.

Have a Streetwise question? E-mail editor@PleasantonWeekly.com
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Get All of This Plus More Great Offers from Volvo!

THE NEW 2012 VOLVO S60

925.939.3333
2791 North Main St., Walnut Creek

www.lawrencevolvo.com

For further details, 
please contact our
sales department

5 YEAR WARRANTY + 5 YEAR WEAR & TEAR
5 YEAR SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE + 5 YEAR ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE

BEST-IN-CLASS COVERAGE PLAN FROM VOLVO SECURESAFE

ORIGINAL OWNER est.  1977

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE®

925.416.1111   |   3003-B Hopyard Rd 

In The Hopyard  Village 

Shopping Center

www.cardinaljewelers.com Trust. Honesty. Integrity. 
Confidence. Expertise.

Jim      Cheri

Cardinal Jewelers

“A World of 
Fine Gems”

2009 2010 2011

Pleasanton has trusted 
us for 34 years...

We invite you to stop 
in to see why!



Newsfront
Prepare for 
earthquakes
 An Earthquake Awareness and 
Emergency Fair is being held from 
10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Sunday at 
Amador Valley Community Park, 
4455 Black Ave., as one-stop 
shopping to learn about prepared-
ness and to purchase kits and sup-
plies for homes and businesses. 
 The Emergency Expo is the 
Gold Award project for Girl Scout 
Swethaa Manickam, a senior at 
Amador Valley High. She said 
she chose the project after the 
Japanese tsunami and the Haiti 
earthquake. Also she said she 
interviewed residents at the Pleas-
anton Farmers Market and found 
that many were not prepared for 
an earthquake or other disaster. 
 Manickam has started a club 
at Amador called Partners In 
Health that focuses on provid-
ing necessities to those in devel-
oping countries.
 “I really want to show stu-
dents how they can reach out 
and make a difference not only 
in their communities but also 
the world,” she explained.

Firehouse turns 1

 The city of Pleasanton is host-
ing a free celebration from 10 a.m. 
until 4 p.m. tomorrow for the first 
anniversary of the Firehouse Arts 
Center, at 4444 Railroad Ave., 
with musical performances, art 
projects for the entire family, face 
painting, improv workshops, art-
ist demonstrations, a reception 
and cupcakes. 
 In its first year of operation, 
the Firehouse Arts Center has 
had more than 20,000 visitors for 
jazz performances, theater shows 
and musicals, literary events and 
speakers, a film series, art class-
es, art gallery viewings and more. 
Visit www.firehousearts.org.

Assessing human 
services
 The cities of Dublin, Liver-
more and Pleasanton are hold-
ing community meetings to hear 
how to improve human services 
such as access to medical care, 
homelessness, transportation is-
sues, substance abuse, children 
and senior needs, the needs of 
those with disabilities and more.
 The meetings will be held 7-9 
p.m. on Sept. 27 at the Liver-
more Library; Sept. 28 at the 
Dublin Library; and Sept. 29 at 
the Pleasanton Public Library, 
400 Old Bernal Ave. For more 
information, call (510) 488-
4345, ext. 113, or email pneely@
resourcedevelopment.net.

Corrections
The Weekly desires to correct  
all significant errors. To request  
a correction, call the editor  
at (925) 600-0840 or e-mail:  
editor@PleasantonWeekly.com

DIGEST
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BY GLENN WOHLTMANN
 Castlewood Country Club may have to pony 
up $1.7 million in back pay and benefits, plus 
taxes, for its locked-out employees after a recent 
order from the National Labor Relations Board.
 The club is engaging in “unfair labor practices,” 
according to NLRB Regional Director William 
Baudler, who ordered Castlewood to calculate the 
amount of back pay and the taxes due on it.
 The club and union had reached a tentative 
agreement regarding seniority on Feb. 25, 2010, 
the same day Castlewood locked out 61 employ-
ees, Baudler’s order states.
 In June or July 2010, Golf Department Di-
rector John Hughes told a union member that 
locked out employees “would never be allowed 
to return to work” at the club, the order notes.
 Although the lockout began in February 
2010, the order says the lockout has been il-

legal since August of last year. That was when 
Castlewood issued a revised offer, in which it 
said it would bring the workers back — as long 
as the club managers could fire or lay people off 
without taking seniority into consideration.
 “The club changed their seniority language 
to say they have the right to essentially perma-
nently replace workers,” said Nischit Hegde of 
UniteHERE local 2850, which represents the 
locked-out workers, who explained employers 
don’t have the right to do that in a lockout. 
 It was that revised offer that amounted to an 
unfair labor practice, she said.
 “When they put that in there, the real reason 
for locking out the workers came to pass. We 
understood that the club was trying to break the 
union, but with this (August) proposal they put 
it in writing,” Hegde said. “You can’t just say you 
want to replace the workers.”

 She said the amount of back pay owed the 
workers continues to rise every day they remain 
locked out, adding that the NLRB order means a 
court case is the next step.
 “It is the federal government saying there is 
enough evidence to take Castlewood Country 
Club to court over this lockout,” Hegde said. 
“Castlewood has the opportunity to defend them-
selves and they also have the opportunity to end 
the lockout.” The case is set to be heard Nov. 7.
 Castlewood General Manager Jerry Olson did 
not return a call and has refused to comment on 
the status of negotiations between the club man-
agement and the union in the past.
 Union members and supporters took to the 
streets near the country club once again on 
Labor Day to protest the lockout.
 The protests have led to some union members 

BY JEB BING
 A crowd of about 300 joined members of 
the Livermore-Pleasanton Fire Department on 
Sunday morning in a tribute to those who died 
and their loved ones who survived the tragic 
events of Sept. 11, 2001.
 Fire Chief Jim Miguel led the ceremonies 
that included remarks by Pleasanton Police 
Chief Dave Spiller and others in the Fire De-
partment. The traditional ringing of the large 
bell outside the department’s headquarters and 
Fire Station No. 1 at Nevada Street and Bernal 
Avenue honored firefighters who lost their 
lives in the terrorist attacks on the World Trade 
Center’s twin towers in New York.
 Also honored was Army Specialist Jameson 
Lindskog, a military medic and Pleasanton 
resident who was killed in Afghanistan earlier 
this year. His mother Donna Walker and her 
husband Matt accepted a special plaque in her 
son’s honor at the ceremony.
 “We gather here today on the 10th anniver-
sary of the event we probably could never have 
imagined beforehand,” Miguel said.

 He recalled that when his father passed 
away, he was told that in the process of healing 
there would come a time when he would begin 
thinking of the happy times that he shared 
with his father more than his death.
 “Similarly, even though American have been 
inundated with media coverage of the terror-
ist attacks, as Americans remember 9/11, 
we are now also thinking of the great things 
our soldiers in uniform and first responders 
are doing today to protect us,” he said. “We 
probably have a better understanding of what 
these brave men and women are doing for us 
and our country.”
 “When I think of this day now I think of 
our soldiers in uniform,” Miguel added. “What 
a great blessing it is to have people that will 
put themselves in harm’s way to that we might 
enjoy the beauty of this wonderful country.”
 Police Chief Spiller agreed, adding: “While 
it seems odd to call this a celebration, I really 
believe that it is a celebration of our unity, the 
unity of our community and the unity of a 
great country.” 

Country Club may owe $1.7 million to locked out workers
Labor board: Castlewood engaging in ‘unfair labor practices’

300 turn out for 9/11 ceremony
Public pays tribute to those killed in terrorist attacks

School board votes 
to oppose blocking 

teacher layoffs
Legislation ‘ties our hands 

and keep us from doing the job 
we were elected to do’  

says Hintzke

  The Pleasanton school board voted Tuesday 
to oppose a new law that would prevent the 
district from laying off teachers.
 The board approved a resolution opposing 
AB114, which blocks teacher layoffs, noting that 
classified employees are likely to take the hit if 
the district is prevented from other layoffs.
 “It doesn’t give us any room to move to have 
a balanced budget,” said board member Jamie 
Hintzke. “It ties our hands and keeps us from 
doing the job we were elected to do.”
 The bill goes along with state triggers that 
could mandate mid-year cuts if revenue projec-
tions fall short of actual revenues.
 Board member Joan Laursen noted AB114 
was passed late at night and signed by Gov. Jerry 
Brown with no public input.
 “I think that just letting it go without making 
any noise is just a slippery slope that will con-
tinue,” Laursen said.
 The school board resolution, passed unani-
mously, calls the bill “an unprecedented intru-
sion into the ability of local educational agencies 
to manage their own resources,” and says the 
legislation “could force the elimination of sorely 
needed educational programs.”
 Pleasanton resident David Miller pointed out 
that during union negotiations, the California 
School Employees Association (CSEA) volun-
tarily took furlough days to keep their fellow 
employees from being laid off.
 Similar resolutions are being passed by other 
school boards across the state.
 Regarding other budget matters, the board 
heard a brief update on state funding, which 
remains in limbo pending reviews from state 
officials about revenue projections. A review 
from the state Legislative Analyst’s Office in 
October will determine if revenues are on track 
with state predictions. The second will come in 
December from the finance office and may trig-
ger mandatory cuts, according to Luz Cazares, 
assistant superintendent of business services.

JEB BING

Officers and rank-and-file firefighters pay tribute to victims of the 9/11 terrorist attacks. 

See CASTLEWOOD on Page 7

See SCHOOL BOARD on Page 8
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NEWS

BY GLENN WOHLTMANN
 A Pleasanton couple who owned 
and ran the El Balazo restaurant 
chain pleaded guilty Friday to im-
migration, Social Security and tax 
evasion.
 Marino Sandoval, 58, and his 
wife, Nicole Sandoval, 50, were 
arrested last November on charges 
that they hired illegal aliens, mis-
used employees’ Social Security 
numbers and engaged in tax fraud 
between 2003 and 2005. 
 In pleading guilty Sept. 7, the 
Sandovals admitted they were re-
sponsible for withholding federal 
taxes, including employment and 
unemployment taxes, from em-
ployee pay. 
 Nicole Sandoval told the court 
she under-reported employee 
wages to the payroll company she 
and her husband used to prepare 
tax returns. The pair admitted 

that, based upon their actions, the 
amount of employment taxes paid 
to the Internal Revenue Service was 
understated.
 Marino Sandoval also admitted 
to hiring employees he knew were 
not legally allowed to work in 
this country. According to the plea 
agreement, between August 2007 
and August 2008, Marino Sandoval 
employed more than 100 illegal 
aliens, many of whom were born 
outside the U.S.
 In May 2008, agents with U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment (ICE) conducted a search of 
several El Balazo restaurants where 
agents discovered 63 employees 
who were unauthorized to work in 
this country. Marino Sandoval later 
rehired more than 10 of them, de-
spite being informed of their iden-
tities in a letter from ICE agents.
 In addition to the tax charge, 

Nicole Sandoval pleaded guilty to 
misusing employee Social Security 
numbers. Between 2002 and 2007, 
she submitted employer’s quarterly 
contribution and wage reports to 
the Social Security Administration, 
which included the names and So-
cial Security numbers of undocu-
mented alien workers.
 In court, Nicole Sandoval admit-
ted that she knew the numbers 
were not the Social Security num-
bers assigned to the employees.
 The Sandovals owned and oper-
ated the El Balazo restaurants with 
Marino Sandoval’s brother, Fran-
cisco Sandoval, who pleaded guilty 
to tax charges last August. They 
face sentences of up to 20 years in 
prison and more than a half million 
dollars in fines, according to U.S. 
Attorney Melinda Haag.
 El Balazo has two locations in 
Pleasanton. 

BY JEB BING
 City Councilwoman Cheryl 
Cook-Kallio announced Wednes-
day that she will seek the mayor’s 
post next year when Mayor Jenni-
fer Hosterman’s eight-year term of 
office ends, joining fellow Coun-
cilman Jerry Thorne in vying for 
Pleasanton’s top elective office.
 Thorne announced his candi-
dacy last month and plans to kick 
off his campaign at a fundraising 
breakfast Oct. 6 at the Alameda 
County Fairgrounds.
 Both Thorne and Cook-Kallio 
were elected to their second four-
year terms of office last November 
so will be seeking the mayor’s 
post from so-called “safe” seats, 
meaning that even if they lose 
their bid for mayor, they will con-
tinue serving out the remaining 
two years of their council terms.
 Cook-Kallio said she was an-
nouncing her candidacy reluc-
tantly because she believes cam-
paigns for municipal office should 
start closer to Election Day, not 14 
months ahead of time.
 “But the fact is that many sup-
porters have been calling me to 
see if I’m a candidate after hearing 
that Councilman Thorne already 
is campaigning,” she said. “So I’ve 
filed the necessary paperwork to 
show that, yes, I intend to run for 
mayor, and those who want to con-
tribute to this effort can do so.”

 “I’ll have an official campaign 
launch sometime in early 2012,” 
she added.
 Now the city’s vice mayor, 
Cook-Kallio, said she has a major 
focus on issues such as state-man-
dated housing requirements, cli-
mate control initiatives and pen-
sion reform and does not want 
partisan politics to get in the way 

of a unified 
council ap-
proach to ad-
dressing these 
issues.
 “The problem 
with deciding 
issues when a 
political cam-
paign is going 

on is that no matter how hard you 
try, constituents think you’re on 
the political pulpit when you talk 
about them,” Cook-Kallio said.
 Cook-Kallio, who lives in 
Pleasanton’s Jensen tract across 
from Amador Valley High School, 
teaches civics, government and 
American history at Irvington 
High School in Fremont. She was 
first elected to the City Council in 
2006, and then again last Novem-
ber, receiving 12,009 votes, or 
28.3% of those cast in a four-can-
didate race for two seats. Thorne 
also won in that contest, receiving 
14,201 votes, or 33.56% of the 
votes cast. 

BY JESSICA LIPSKY
 With the help of volunteers and 
a keen eye, state park police and 
Contra Costa County sheriffs raided 
a marijuana growing operation on 
Mount Diablo last week, netting be-
tween $3 million and $5 million in 
plants. 
 During a routine flyover on Sept. 
7, sheriffs spotted a group of mari-
juana plants on the northeast quad-
rant of the state park. Sheriffs also 
saw suspects running away, said 
Roland Gaebert, sector superinten-
dent for California state parks. 
 “We went out there first thing 

in the morning and cleared the 
area with rangers and Contra Costa 
County sheriffs, and no one was 
caught,” Gaebert said. “Between 
2,000 and 3,000 mature plants 
were removed.”
 State and county officials and 
rescue volunteers have since de-
stroyed the plants, but the inves-
tigation is ongoing. Gaebert said 
investigators are not sure who was 
involved or if they are connected to 
previous growing operations. 
 “Clearly the message is that 
there’s at least a perceived comfort 
zone by these folks to grow more 

and more on public land,” he said. 
“We hope that we can at least con-
tain some of this activity.” 
 This is the second marijuana 
growing operation to be raided in 
a local park within the past three 
months. In July, East Bay Regional 
Parks police raided an operation in a 
remote area of Las Trampas Regional 
Park and confiscated over 3,300 
plants worth more than $1 million. 
Like the Las Trampas grow, suspects 
at Mount Diablo tapped into the 
park’s natural water system and used 
spring water to irrigate their plants. 
 “We have had other grows around 
Mount Diablo but they were in coun-
ty jurisdiction,” said Jimmy Lee, di-
rector of public affairs for the County 
Sheriff. “I cannot address the ques-
tion of any increase in marijuana 
grows in state parks as we do not 
track that. As far as our cases there 
has not been any increase.”
 Although Gaebert could not 
speculate about trends in marijua-
na growing operations, he suspects 
the recent sightings and subse-
quent busts are a result of the “law 
of averages.”
 “There’s more successful growing 
going on than is being discovered. 
We had a grow last year, there’s a 
grow this year. This is obviously 
more than we’ve had in previous 
years,” he said, adding that a lon-
ger rainy season might be a reason 
behind increased growing rates.
 While scientists investigate the im-
pact of the operation on Mount Diab-
lo’s environment, crews will continue 
to clean up residue at an unknown 
cost to the state and county. 
 “We still have a mess to clean up. 
There’s piping, trash, encampments, 
food, just a real mess that’s going to 
take quite a cleanup effort,” Gae-
bert said. “We know there’s a lot 
of damage to the natural resources 
and the extent of that has yet to be 
determined.” 

El Balazo restaurant couple plead 
guilty to tax evasion charges

Indicted for tax fraud, hiring illegal immigrants

Cook-Kallio plans mayoral run
Joins Thorne in bid for post in 2012

Parks police snuff out pot on Mt. Diablo 
Grow is second recently raided on public land 

Independence is all about choice. In how you 
grow your mind…In how you relax your 

body…In how you nurture your spirit. The 
Parkview is all about choice. Because you’re old 
enough to do whatever you choose.

The Parkview features apartments with 
kitchenettes and an array of  amenities. Separate 
memory care accommodations are on-site.

Call today for more information  
or to schedule a tour.

WHEN LIVING ALONE
BECAME TOO DIFFICULT,
I KNEW I NEEDED A
CHANGE. AS MUCH AS I
LOVE MY CHILDREN, 
MOVING IN WITH THEM 
SIMPLY WASN’T AN 
OPTION FOR ME. I LIKE 
THE PRIVACY OF MY OWN 
APARTMENT. I’VE BEEN 
INDEPENDENT ALL MY 
LIFE, AND I PLAN
TO STAY THAT WAY.

100 VALLEY AVENUE (FORMERLY JUNIPERO ST.) 
PLEASANTON

925-461-3042
WWW.ESKATON.ORG   MANAGED BY ESKATONLicense #015601283

THE INDEPENDENCE YOU WANT, THE ASSISTANCE YOU NEED.

OPEN MONDAY 

TO SATURDAY 8AM TO 6 PM

AND SUNDAYS 

8:30AM TO 5:30PM
Senior discounts given Monday thru Friday

Rain check policy on every wash

www.pleasantonhandcarwash.com

2009

Thanks For Again Voting Us

“Best Car Wash!”

PLEASANTON 
HAND CAR WASH

Comfortable 

outdoor 

seating area.

great selection of 

greeting cards, car 

accessories, toys 

and a variety of soft 

drinks and snacks.

 

station.

Most wash services 

minutes.

Full service custom 

detail.

Full service wash and 

detail for boats and 

motor homes.

Clean indoor waiting 

room with TV and 

daily newspaper.

2010

2011
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BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
 When Carolyn Zalewski’s hus-
band Andy was transferred here 
from Houston in 2006, they me-
ticulously researched East Bay 
school districts while dealing 
with sticker shock at the cost of 
houses. They chose Pleasanton 
as their new home because of the 
district’s programs for the devel-
opmentally disabled.
 “We have a special needs son, 
who will be 9 in October,” Caro-
lyn Zalewski explained. 
 Still she worried about her son’s 
future.
 “As the parents of a special 
needs kid there is such a fear 
that no one will care for them,” 
Zalewski said. “We try so hard 
to make my son’s life good. We 
worry about when we are gone.”
 Then she saw the February 
article in the Pleasanton Weekly 
about the group REACH, which 
has nine homes in the Tri-Valley 
where developmentally disabled 
adults live as independently as 
possible.
 “When I saw how successful 
they’ve been, right here in Pleasan-
ton, it was such a relief,” Zalewski 
said, adding that she and her hus-
band marveled at REACH owning 
nine houses in the Tri-Valley. “On 
top of that, they’re so gracious.”
 REACH (Resources Education 
Activities Community and Hous-
ing) is hosting its fifth annual 
Golf Tournament on Monday, 
Oct. 3, at Sunol Valley Golf Club. 
The event has raised more than 
$195,000 in the past four years, 
and this year’s goal is another 
$45,000 so the group will be pre-
pared to buy its next home as the 
need arises.
 “We’ve been very fortunate, 
we’ve made money every year,” 
said Judy Butterly, who is chairing 

the fundraiser with Vince McNa-
mara. “We have so many ways for 
people to sponsor us.”
 These include golfing for $150, 
attending the dinner and silent auc-
tion for $45, making donations to 
the auction, or becoming a sponsor. 
Businesses can sponsor tee holes 
or purchase space in the program. 
Email info@trivalleyreach.org.
 “We’re pretty desperate for 
golfers,” Butterly said. “Last year 
we had 76 golfers but we’ve had 
as many as 126.”
 Butterly, a nurse, became in-
volved in REACH in 2007 be-
cause of her grandson, who was 
11 at the time. She joined the 
board as a medical person and 
is working toward educating its 
residents in nutrition.
 “They’re more likely to go the 

fast food route,” she noted. “We 
want to teach them good from 
bad.”
 A dental program is another 
work in progress, she said.
 “A lot are either frightened or 
don’t go if they are living alone 
and have no one to guide them,” 
she explained. 
 “We want to make sure our 
population is able to have a qual-
ity of life just like people without 
disabilities,” she added.
 REACH also depends on non-
monetary donations, such as fur-
niture, appliances or the use of a 
truck. The website, www.trival-
leyreach.org, is being redesigned 
to continually update its needs 
since the group has no storage 
space.
 Needs currently are for:
■ Auction donations
■ Services such as handyman, 
painting, etc.
■ Used computer for a resident 
■ Energy efficient refrigerator
■ Comfy recliners in good condi-
tion
■ Small desk, small file cabinet
■ Small night stand and bedroom 
dresser
 The Zalewskis had lot of furni-
ture in their garage after moving 
from their much larger house in 
Texas so they immediately called 
to donate it.
 “They had some kids working 
for them, the nicest kids,” Caro-
lyn Zalewski recalled. “They were 
eager to help.”
 REACH is a thoughtfully de-
signed program, she said.
 “It was really comforting just 
to know that it’s there,” she ex-
plained. “I don’t know if my son 
will take advantage of it or will 
need to, but I’m proud of this 
community for supporting things 
like this.” 

Golf tourney to benefit REACH
Community shines in filling special needs

NOW OFFERING ZERONA® BODY SLIMMING
Zerona® is the only clinically-proven non-invasive 

laser slimming treatment that removes fat and 
reduces inches with:

Lose 1 dress size in 2 weeks!
After AfterBefore Before

$10.00 Per Unit 

Botox® Treatment  Always!!!

NORCAL
Weight Loss Center

Look Better. Feel Better. Be Better

 

both from UniteHERE and support-
ing unions shouting at golfers on 
the country club’s course, making 
noise during an outdoor wedding 
ceremony, and in one case, a physi-
cal altercation between a golfer 
and a union member. Hegde said, 
however, that she thinks fences can 
be mended.
 “For over 30 years the union 
members and the members have 
had a very harmonious relation-
ship. There are club members who 
have refused to go back to the 
club,” she said. “I believe the work-
ers will be able to go forward and I 
believe the members will, too.”
 She also defended a flier being 
circulated by union members urging 
Tri-Valley Animal Rescue to move a 
fundraising dinner from the club. The 
flier includes the name and cell phone 
number of TVAR’s vice president, Lisa 
Healy — information Hegde said was 
available over the Internet.
 “I think the workers have been 
suffering quite a bit and to have a 
dinner, a benefit at Castlewood — it 
is what it is and people want to say 
something about it,” she said. 

CASTLEWOOD
Continued from Page 5

COURTESY REACH

Lisa is living a contented life in Pleas-
anton’s supportive community, which 
has been generous with furniture, 
kitchenware, linens and other request-
ed items.
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 Those triggers could call for im-
mediate cuts if revenues fall $2 bil-
lion short of what’s anticipated in 
the state budget, although school 
funding won’t be cut unless rev-
enues are $4 billion less than ex-
pected. If that occurs, Pleasanton 
could lose $3.8 million in ADA 
(Average Daily Attendance) fund-
ing, Cazares said.
 A review of last year’s unaudited 
financial statements showed the 
district fell a little more than $1.7 
million short of its expected rev-
enues, receiving more than $140 
million. However, the district also 
spent nearly $136 million, nearly 
$1.4 million less than anticipated, 
with savings from a number of 
areas.
 The board also acknowledged 
two large donations. The first was 
a $25,000 contribution for adult 
education from the Tri-Valley Com-
munity Foundation, one of two 
promised the district for the cur-
rent year, and Board members 
thanked president David Rice for 

his work in raising the money. A 
$10,000 donation for the Barton 
reading program came from Mr. 
and Mrs. Richard Kirimli and the 
Fischer Family Foundation.
 Financial concerns were raised 
by several residents, including 
those who served on the citizens 
committee that recently concluded 
its work looking into cash-out refi-
nancing done by the district in the 
mid 2000s.
 The board took no action on 
the committee’s recommendation 
that oversight measures known as 
“best practices” be put into place 
and may consider steps to imple-
ment those practices in an as-yet-
unscheduled workshop. Those best 
practices could include a citizens 
oversight committee of current and 
future bonds, establishing an audit 
committee, a staff debt review com-
mittee and ethics training for the 
board and administration.
 However, several of the commit-
tee members brought up worries 
over COP (Certificate Of Participa-
tion) debt. A 2010 report shows 
the district with $28.5 million in 
COP debt that currently is esti-

mated to be repaid by 2034. After 
several years of savings, debt ser-
vice on COPs jumps to a half mil-
lion a year in the 2015-16 school 
year, climbs to more than $721,000 
in the 2021-22 school year, and 
peaks at more than $877,000 be-
fore gradually dropping.
 “You are in trouble,” said Kay 
Ayala, a member of the oversight 
committee. “You need a plan.”
 The board agreed to a request 
that COP debt be put on a future 
agenda for discussion.
 The board also heard an over-
view of school enrollment from 
Kevin Johnson, senior director of 
pupil services. After starting the 
year with about 15 students fewer 
than in the 2010-11 school year, 
enrollment climbed to 14,890, by 
Sept. 9, which is 14 more students 
than the district had last year. John-
son said enrollment is “in flux” but 
said he will return with figures in 
October when enrollment figures 
are submitted to the state. Student 
enrollment is significant because it 
ties in to the amount of money the 
district receives from the state. 

—Glenn Wohltmann

SCHOOL BOARD
Continued from Page 5

Crocodiles on parade
Coach Jeff Pruss, Assistant Coach Zac Rule and the Pleasanton U-6 
Crocodiles prepare to march down Main Street last Saturday at the an-
nual parade of teams from Ballistic United Soccer Club and Pleasanton 
RAGE that kicks off soccer season.

NIKO GLAFKIDES



Pleasanton Weekly September 16, 2011  Page 9

 Sandia National Laboratories 
generated nearly $1 billion in 
both direct and indirect economic 
output in the state of California 
in 2010 with nearly half coming 
from the San Francisco Bay Area, 
according to a new report pre-
pared by the Center for Economic 
Development (CED) at Chico 
State University.
 This economic output — de-
fined in the report as revenue to 
all private businesses and public 
organizations — included $163 
million in purchases and con-
tracts to California businesses, 
$155 million in employee com-
pensation and benefits, and $1.4 
million in state corporate tax. 
Combined, those three compo-
nents amount to $319 million, 
the total direct injection into the 
California economy.
 Indirectly, impacts of Sandia’s 
spending are responsible for an 
additional $24 million in revenue 
to California’s state government 
and $612 million in additional 
revenue to other businesses and 
organizations in the state. In sum, 
the total output impact is $955 
million.
 About half Sandia’s economic 
impact in California occurs in the 
San Francisco Bay Area, home 
of Sandia’s campus in Livermore. 
The Bay Area’s share of the total 
economic impact of Sandia is 
$474 million in output, $304 
million in household income, and 
more than 2,500 jobs.

 Sandia’s other primary location 
is in Albuquerque, N.M.
 “This report demonstrates that 
Sandia is a significant economic 
engine for the state of California,” 
said Denise Koker, senior manager 
of human resources and business 
operations at Sandia’s California 
site.
 “And because the state — es-
pecially the Bay Area — is rec-
ognized as a global leader in 
energy innovation and a center 
of high-tech R&D and industry, 
we believe California and Sandia 
are natural partners,” she added. 
“Those two entities should con-
tinue to strengthen their bond 
and seek out ways to jointly sup-
port both the state’s and the coun-
try’s missions through technology 
and innovation.”
 California households, accord-
ing to the report, saw $497 mil-
lion in financial benefits, includ-
ing direct employee compensa-
tion plus $342 million in pay-
roll, self-employment, and other 
household income paid by other 
California businesses and orga-
nizations. The household income 
benefit supports more than 4,800 
California jobs.
 At the end of 2010, Sandia 
employed 1,072 regular and tem-
porary employees and approxi-
mately 130 contract employees in 
the state of California, primarily 
at its Livermore site and at the 
Joint BioEnergy Institute (JBEI) in 
Emeryville just outside San Fran-

cisco.
 Also in 2010, out of 726 new 
hires at Sandia’s New Mexico and 
California locations, 71 obtained 
their highest degree from a Cali-
fornia university. About 106 stu-
dents from around the country 
held internships at Sandia’s Liver-
more site.
 Sandia researchers regularly 
team with professors and students 
at California universities such 
as the UC campuses at Berke-
ley, Davis, Los Angeles and San 
Francisco, as well as at Stanford 
University, Caltech, Harvey Mudd 
and the University of Southern 
California.
 In 2010, Sandia funded more 
than $2.1 million to California-
based universities for work that 
supports Sandia programs.
 Cal State-Chico’s CED used the 
IMPLAN economic impact analy-
sis system version 3.0 to estimate 
the overall impact of Sandia’s 
spending on all California busi-
nesses, organizations and house-
holds.
 Sandia National Laboratories 
is a wholly-owned subsidiary of 
Lockheed Martin Corp., for the 
U.S. Department of Energy’s Na-
tional Nuclear Security Adminis-
tration.
 With main facilities in Albu-
querque and Livermore, Sandia 
has major R&D responsibilities 
in national security, energy and 
environmental technologies, and 
economic competitiveness. 

Business News Edited by Jeb Bing

Report shows Sandia Labs generated 
$1 billion in state’s economic output

Sandia called ‘a significant economic engine’ for Tri-Valley, Bay Area

High-tech microscopy 
company opens

New team being assembled to serve West Coast

 Tescan has opened a new dem-
onstration facility in Pleasanton as 
part of its expansion of its electron 
microscopy scanning technology 
business.
 A leading provider of scientific 
instrumentation and known for its 
work with researchers, Tescan cus-
tomizes applications to fit specific 
needs.
 Established in 1991, Tescan has 
delivered more than 1,000 electron 
microscopes and focused ion beam 
workstations around the world.
 Headquartered in Pittsburgh, 
Pa., the company is recruiting 
a team of professionals with ex-
tensive experience in charged 
particle microscopy to support 
its new Pleasanton office that 
will serve the West Coast. The 
team includes senior applications 

specialist Mark Betts, who joins 
the Pleasanton office with more 
than 20 years of experience, and 
service support manager Ted Al-
lison, who previously worked at 
Hitachi’s office here.
 Rounding off the core West 
Coast team is regional sales man-
ager Drew Erwin, who has over 20 
years of experience in the charged 
particle field. 
 “TESCAN USA has been for-
tunate to experience over 100% 
growth this year, making us the 
fastest growing charged particle 
company in North America,” said 
General Manager Tony Owens. “It 
makes sense to expand our support 
and presence to the West Coast of 
North America.”
 The new office is located at 5933 
Coronado Lane. 

Regional employment essentially 
unchanged since July 2010, survey shows

Those with jobs totaled 1,885,900 in July, about the same 
as year before in Bay Area counties

 The number of jobs in the Bay 
Area has remained flat over the 
past year, according to a U.S. De-
partment of Labor report released 
last week.
 Total non-farm jobs for the 
San Francisco-Oakland-Fremont 
Metropolitan Statistical Area 
stood at 1,885,900 in July, es-
sentially unchanged from the 
year prior. The area includes 
Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, 
San Francisco and San Mateo 
counties.
 Some 4,200 government jobs 
were shed since last July, repre-
senting the largest employment 
loss among all local industries. 
According to the report, federal 
government jobs shrank the most, 
with 3,300 jobs cut in the past 12 
months. At 1.4%, the local rate of 
government jobs lost was better 

than the national rate of 2.7%.
 The professional and business 
services industry grew by about 
2.1%, adding 7,500 jobs. Nation-
ally, this industry experienced job 
growth of about 2.8%.
 Education and health services 
employment also expanded, grow-
ing by 1.8%, or 4,400 jobs, since 
July 2010.
 Manufacturing added 1,100 
jobs over the same period, with a 
local rate of job growth of 0.9%. 
However, this represents slower-
paced growth compared to the 
national gain of 1.7%.
 The local leisure and hospitality 
sector also grew slightly, by 0.4%, 
but this was also less than the na-
tional growth rate of 1.4%.
 The San Francisco-Oakland-
Fremont area was one of the na-
tion’s 12 largest metropolitan sta-

tistical areas considered over the 
time period.
 Eight of the 12 areas expe-
rienced growth in the last 12 
months, with three — Houston, 
Boston and Dallas — experiencing 
growth greater than the national 
average of 1.0%.
 In terms of where the Bay Area 
fell in that mix, only two of the 
12 areas — Washington, D.C., 
and Atlanta — shed jobs, with 
employment declining by 0.3% 
and 1.3%, respectively. Like San 
Francisco, employment in Phila-
delphia was otherwise unchanged 
since last summer.
 The statistics were compiled 
by the labor department’s Bureau 
of Labor Statistics using data 
from the Current Employment 
Statistics program, a federal-state 
effort. 

Our local news 
comes at a 

(very low) price.

Weekly
Pleasanton

Print and Online
Today’s top stories & hot picks

Pleasanton Weekly

The Pleasanton Weekly may seem free, but it’s really not.

Supporting a staff of local journalists, publishing a weekly newspaper 
and operating a website with breaking news is an expensive undertaking 
… too expensive in an economy where the local businesses we rely on 
for advertising are struggling.

So after giving you more than 10 years of free news about our town, and 
creating a website that has become Pleasanton’s most popular local online 
destination, we’re asking you to share some of the costs of producing this 
journalism.

For as little at 17¢ a day ($5 a month) you can become a subscribing 
member of the Pleasanton Weekly. We’ll thank you in ads, invite you 
to special “members-only” events and send you a “Support Local 
Journalism” bumper sticker.

But most important, we’ll be able to keep providing Pleasanton with the 
award-winning local reporting that any community needs.

To begin your membership, call us at 600-0840 

or go to SupportLocalJournalism.org/Pleasanton

and sign up online.

5506 Sunol Boulevard, Suite 100,  

Pleasanton  

(925) 600-0840 



Page 10 September 16, 2011 Pleasanton Weekly

Forgotten jewelry store

Dear Editor,
 I was reading your article about 
the Vintage Hills shopping center. 
It was interesting but although 
you were so detailed about all the 
businesses currently occupying the 
center you forgot to mention that 
there is a jewelry store (GoldN-
time) there as well, and in fact has 
been for the last three years. It is a 
customer of yours as well, placing 
ads from time to time.
 So please, next time try to men-
tion me as well, next to the Sushi 
restaurant and and the gym and 
the coffee shop. Have a nice day 
and thank you.

Fotios Vassiliadis, GoldNtime

Protect old homes

Dear Editor,
 Kudos to the Weekly for its insight-
ful editorial on the pressing need to 
update the Downtown Specific Plan 
to protect Pleasanton’s heritage.
 In its evaluations of older build-
ings, Pleasanton should look be-
yond its current reliance on state 
and federal regulations of historic 
properties and develop its own 
standards for our heritage build-
ings, based upon the values we as a 
community hold dear.
 There are no more 100-year-old 
homes being built in Pleasanton. 
We must protect the ones we are 
lucky enough to have and protect 
them now. The Downtown Specific 
Plan must be updated before they 
are all gone.

Jennifer Pearce

We must save our 
heritage homes
Dear Editor,
 We appreciated reading your 
editorial Sept. 9 reviewing the 
loss of our heritage property in a 

neighborhood marginalized by a 
series of poorly designed devel-
opments. Those designs do not 
reflect any of the architecture of 
the street’s quaint vintage homes 
as called for in the Downtown 
Specific Plan. Neither does the 
project approved that evening.
 In 2010, Pleasanton Heritage 
Association began a recognition 
of heritage homes with exterior 
plaques showing the age of the 
house. This is only a beginning. 
The city needs to strengthen its 
existing guidelines and protect our 
remaining historic neighborhoods. 
With strong editorials urging this 
and community groups pressuring 
for reform, the fabric of the his-
toric city may be saved.
 Thank you, again, for your ex-
cellent editorial.

Linda Garbarino, president,  
Pleasanton Heritage Association

Keep downtown 
charming
Dear Editor,
 The reason that I chose to move 
to Pleasanton 15 years ago was due 
to its character and charm in and 
around the downtown area. At that 
time, there were five antique stores 
on Main Street, the existing Pleas-
anton Arch sign over Main Street, 
and older homes on or around Sec-
ond Street, St. Mary’s and St. John’s.
 I am a California native, but 
spent three years working on 
the East Coast. The East Coast 
seems to value history and his-
toric buildings. I would like to 
see Pleasanton put as much pride 
into maintaining its heritage and 
preserve the older homes and 
neighborhoods that we currently 
have.
 There are plenty of neighbor-
hoods where people can build 
modern homes if they choose to do 
so. Let’s keep the downtown heri-
tage homes preserved and maintain 
the uniqueness of Pleasanton.

Debbie Ayres

LETTERS

Opinion

 
 For those still puzzled by the new federal and state leg-
islative districts in California, organizations are offering 
seminars, webinars and even luncheon presentations in the 
days ahead in an effort to make some sense out of what a 
14-member multipartisan Citizens Redistricting Commis-
sion accomplished. Voters went to the polls to make sure 
elected officials couldn’t have another crack at redistricting, 
which is required every 10 years based on the new national 
census. But even before the commission released its new 
maps of the 177 newly created legislative, congressional and 
Board of Equalization district, complaints started coming 
from Latino, African-American and politically focused orga-
nizations as well as sitting politicians who suddenly found 
the district they were elected to serve was no longer where 
they live.
 Congressman Jerry McNerney (D-Pleasanton) is one of 
those, whose current 11th Congressional District has been 
renumbered with Congressman Pete Stark (D-Fremont) tak-
ing over Pleasanton and McNerney now seeking re-election 
in a new district that is largely in San Joaquin County. Of 
interest here is that a young Indian-American law student at 
UC Berkeley, Ranjit Gill, 24, is also aiming for election in Mc-
Nerney’s new 9th Congressional District, which includes his 
home and many supportive constituents, including a large 
Sikh community in the Lodi area.
 Today, the Urban Habitat organization — yes, the same 
affordable housing advocacy group that successfully sued 
Pleasanton to force it to build more low- to middle-income 
housing — is hosting a seminar on what the redistrict-
ing moves mean “for our communities.” The program will 
include a number of speakers, the chief executive of the 
Community Coalition of South Los Angeles, where many of 
the redistricting complaints are based, and Paul Mitchell of 
Redistricting Partners, a Democrat, former legislative staffer 
and now a consultant focusing on legislative races and in-
dependent expenditures. In his report this week, Mitchell 
quotes Claremont-McKenna College political scientist Jack 
Pitney as suggesting that the lessons of the recent redis-
tricting in California could not be understood by reading 
the Federalist Papers, but instead by reading or watching 
the movie “The Godfather.” But Mitchell adds that before 
anyone starts downloading either the book or redistricting 
commentaries, they should be warned that there can be a 
lot of profanity “and we’re, of course, talking about both 
redistricting and the movie.”
 In addition to the Urban Habitat seminar, Public CEO is 
also offering what it claims is the first-ever webinar discuss-
ing government redistricting. This group has assembled a 
team of redistricting experts, including Mitchell, to focus 
especially on areas where the redistricting commission’s ac-
tions are especially controversial, throughout the state but 
extensively in Southern California. That 60-minute webinar, 
though, is pricey at $175 per registrant. A less expensive and 
perhaps more congenial forum about the redistricting process 
and what it means to the greater Bay Area is scheduled for 
noon Friday, Sept. 30, at the Bancroft Hotel in Berkeley. This 
free afternoon discussion is organized by the Institute of Gov-
ernmental Studies at UC Berkeley. For information, contact 
Jennifer Baires at (510) 642-1474.  

Public debate on 
redistricting continues
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Holst-Lofgren 
 Kimberly Holst and Derek Daniel Lofgren of San 
Ramon are getting married at Callippe Preserve Golf 
Course in Pleasanton today.
 Kimberly, a 2004 Amador Valley High School graduate, 
is the daughter of John and Lumencia Holst of Pleasan-
ton. She attended Cal State East Bay in Hayward and is 
employed as an administrative assistant in San Ramon.
 Derek, the son of Jane Lofgren of Pleasanton, is a 2004 
graduate of Foothill High School. He graduated from Cal 
State East Bay in Hayward in 2010 and is employed as a 
fraud analyst at Blackhawk Network in Pleasanton.
 The couple planned to honeymoon in Cabo San Lucas, 
Mexico, and live in San Ramon.

WEDDINGS

POLICE REPORT

The Pleasanton Police Department 
made the following information avail-
able. Under the law, those charged 
with offenses are considered innocent 
until convicted.

Sept. 6
Burglary

■ 9:06 a.m. in the 3400 block of 
Torlano Court

Auto burglary

■ 4:58 a.m. in the 3800 block of W. Las 
Positas Boulevard

■ 9:02 a.m. in the 5000 block of 
Hopyard Road

■ 1:31 p.m. in the 5000 block of 
Hopyard Road

Vandalism

■ 5:11 p.m. in the 2100 block of Arroyo 
Court

■ 9:44 p.m. in the 5700 block of Belleza 
Drive

Sept. 7
Theft

■ 9:33 a.m. in the 1100 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; theft

■ 4:06 p.m. in the 4300 block of 
Rosewood Drive; forgery

Vandalism

■ 7:06 a.m. at the intersection of Bernal 
Avenue and Tawny Drive

Drug/alcohol violations

■ 7:49 p.m. in the 7500 block of 
Driftwood Way; possession of a con-
trolled substance, under the influence 
of a controlled substance

■ 11:59 p.m. in the 4500 block of 
Pleasanton Avenue; DUI

Sept. 9
Vandalism

■ 2:01 p.m. in the 7300 block of 
Johnson Drive

Public drunkenness

■ 1:16 a.m. in the 1800 block of Santa 
Rita Road

■ 7:15 p.m. in the 5100 block of 
Hopyard Road

Sept. 10
Theft

■ 2:46 p.m. in the 1300 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft

■ 6:21 p.m. in the 1500 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft

■ 6:55 p.m. in the 100 block of Valley 
Avenue; identity theft

Battery

■ 2:20 a.m. in the 1800 block of Santa 
Rita Road

Drug/alcohol violations

■ 2:06 a.m. at the intersection of Valley 
Avenue and Kolln Street; DUI

■ 3:48 a.m. at the intersection of 
Hopyard Road and Golden Road; 
possession of a controlled substance

■ 10:21 a.m. in the 5800 block of 
Parkside Drive; public drunkenness

■ 10:16 p.m. at the intersection of 
Foothill Road and Muirwood Drive; 
DUI, public drunkenness, battery

Sept. 11
Petty Theft

■ 2:55 p.m. in the 4500 block of 
Rosewood Drive

Brandishing a weapon

■ 11:25 a.m. in the 4500 block of 
Pleasanton Avenue

Alcohol violations

■ 12:17 a.m. near the intersection of 
Hopyard Road and I-580; DUI

■ 12:22 a.m. at the intersection of 
Hopyard Road and Parkside Drive; 
public drunkenness

Sept. 12
Theft

■ 6:45 a.m. in the 5700 block of Owens 
Drive; grand theft

■ 7:35 a.m. in the 5900 block of 
Stoneridge Drive; petty theft

■ 9:13 a.m. in the 5100 block of 
Johnson Drive; petty theft

■ 9:21 a.m. in the 3600 block of 

Kirkcaldy Court; mail theft

■ 3:32 p.m. in the 1500 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; burglary, shop-
lifting

■ 8:39 p.m. in the 1400 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft

Arson

■ 4:14 p.m. in the 5700 block of Owens 
Drive

Auto burglary

■ 11:26 a.m. in the 7000 block of 
Johnson Drive

■ 11:31 p.m. in the 4700 block of 
Willow Road

■ 11:52 p.m. in the 4700 block of 
Willow Road

■ 11:59 p.m. in the 4700 block of 
Willow Road

Marijuana possession

■ 12:27 p.m. in the 1000 block of 
Harvest Circle; 

Sept. 13
Theft

■ 12:56 a.m. in the 700 block of E. 
Angela Street; grand theft

■ 1:11 p.m. in the 1300 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft

■ 6:19 p.m. in the 5700 block of Owens 
Drive; petty theft

■ 7:48 p.m. in the 3800 block of Kamp 
Drive; petty theft

Auto burglary

■ 12:07 a.m. in the 4700 block of 
Willow Road

■ 12:08 a.m. in the 4700 block of 
Willow Road

■ 7:51 a.m. in the 11900 block of 
Dublin Canyon Road

Drug/alcohol violations

■ 5:32 a.m. in the 1500 block of 
Ramblewood Way; public drunken-
ness

■ 10:24 a.m. in the 4100 block of 
Casterson Court; possession of a non-
narcotic controlled substance

■ 3 p.m. in the 6300 block of W. Las 
Positas Boulevard; public drunkenness

Vehicles vandalized

 Five vehicles parked at 24 Hour Fitness in the 4700 
block of Willow Road were vandalized around mid-
night Sept. 12, police reports said.

 Windows were smashed in each of the five, ac-
cording to the report, which said all were rummaged 
through but nothing was taken.
 In addition to the vandalisms at 24 Hour Fitness, 
one vehicle parked at ClubSport in the 7000 block of 
Johnson Drive was vandalized the same night between 
10:30 and 10:50 p.m.; a window was smashed in that 
vehicle as well.

POLICE BULLETIN

COMMUNITY PULSE ● TRANSITIONS

WEEKLY MEETING NOTICES

The above represents a sampling of upcoming meeting items.  
For complete information, please visit 

 www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/community/calendar

ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  
AND PUBLIC COMMENT IS WELCOME

The City Council meeting scheduled for Tuesday, September 20, 
2011 has been canceled. The next scheduled meeting will be held 
on Tuesday, October 4, 2011.

Human Services Commission
Wednesday, September 21, 2011 at 7:00 p.m.
Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd.

Commission and Committee Recruitment
The City of Pleasanton invites you to apply for vacancies on the 
following commissions and committees:

Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trails Committee — 1 At-large Youth Member
Civic Arts Commission — 1 Alternate
Economic Vitality Committee — 1 representative from each of the 
following categories:

Energy and Environment Committee — 1 Member and 1 At-large 
Youth Member  
Library Commission — 1 Alternate
Youth Master Plan Oversight Committee —  
1 (Preschool) Parent at-large
1 (High School) Parent at-large

Alameda County Transportation Improvement Authority (ACTIA) 
Citizens Advisory Committee
2 Pleasanton representatives

Altamont Landfill Committee Education Advisory Board
1 Pleasanton representative (Member should be a science, 
environmental education or vocational education teacher from the 
Pleasanton Public Schools and a resident of Alameda County)

Applications are available at the Office of the City Clerk, 123 Main 
Street, or on the City’s web site at http://www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/
pdf/newcommapp.pdf. For additional information, contact the 
Office of the City Clerk at (925) 931-5027. Applications must 
be received no later than 4:00 p.m., Friday, September 16, 
2011. Postmarks are not accepted.

Downtown Hospitality Guidelines Task 
Force Recruitment
The City of Pleasanton invites applications for five at-large 
positions on an ad hoc Downtown Hospitality Guidelines Task 
Force; other appointments to the task force include City Council, 
Planning Commission and Pleasanton Downtown Association 
representation. The Downtown Hospitality Guidelines Task Force 
will develop a set of guidelines that addresses key elements in 
creating a positive and responsible environment for downtown 
vitality, including consistency in hours of operation for venues, 
allowance of indoor and outdoor music, and acceptable noise 
levels. The task force will convene in late October 2011 and 
complete its work by May 2012, with monthly meetings of the task 
force and additional meetings scheduled as needed.

Applications are available at the Office of the City Clerk, 123 Main 
Street, or on the City’s website at http://www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/
pdf/newcommapp.pdf. For more information, contact the Office 
of the City Clerk at (925) 931-5027. Applications must be 
received no later than 4:00 pm, Friday, September 23, 2011. 
Postmarks are not accepted.
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TriValley Life
WHAT’S HAPPENING AROUND THE VALLEY — MUSIC, THEATER, ART, MOVIES AND MORE

PEOPLE AND LIFESTYLES 
IN OUR COMMUNITY

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
 Fans of fun and history will explore Pleasan-
ton’s Wild West roots at the third annual Brothels, 
Bar Rooms and Bandits fundraiser for the Mu-
seum On Main being held Sept. 24.
 The event is set in the 1890s when Pleasanton 
was one of the most desperate towns in the West.
 “When I was researching downtown, almost ev-
erything seemed to be a brothel or a bar,” recalled 
board member Rebecca Bruner, who came up with 
the idea for a fundraiser. “I thought to put it in the 
time of Phoebe Hearst makes it kind of fun.”
 The main hall at the Senior Center is being 
transformed for the evening.
 “We put up false front buildings and cover the 
walls so it looks like you’re in a saloon,” Bruner 
said. “There’s entertainment all night, dancers 
and singers.”
 “We’ll also have gambling going on all night — 
blackjack and craps,” she added. Volunteers from 
the Lions Club are handling the gaming tables.
 Attendees must leave their horses and weapons 
outside, Bruner cautioned.
 “Pinkerton men will check you,” she said. “Sen. 
George Hearst and his wife Phoebe are the host 
and hostess. George is trying to get out the vote so 
they rented the place for citizens to come out.”
 She also pointed out that the Pinkerton men 
will act quickly to keep in line bandits or other 
renegades that crash the party.
 “There are a lot of little things going on,” 
Bruner said. “We try to talk like it’s 1890.”
 Museum volunteers dress the part, she explained, 
but everyone is welcome, in costume or not. 
 “A lot are dressed up, a lot aren’t,” she said. 
 When folks buy tickets they can get suggestions 
about characters to play.
 “Pleasanton wasn’t always a pleasant town, and 
it certainly wasn’t pleasant when we had brothels 
and characters wandering through,” Bruner said.
 Downtown was also home to brothels and bars 
during World War II, she noted, and the abun-

Don your dancehall best and get 
on down to the fundraiser

dance of bars remained into the 1950s.
 “Older people who lived here said they didn’t 
watch TV on Friday nights, they went downtown 
and watched the fights,” Bruner said.
 This fundraiser is a chance to see Pleasanton as 
it was in the 1890s, when “it was at its wildest.”
 “It’s a way of raising funds and teaching people 
a little bit of history while having fun,” museum 
Executive Director Jim DeMersman said.
 Museum On Main has an annual budget of 
$232,000. Its major source of funding is the city 
of Pleasanton, he explained.
 “We’re a private nonprofit, and city support 
is crucial to our survival,” he said. “It’s what’s 
allowed our Board of Directors to hire profes-
sional staff.”
 Other money comes from the museum’s two 
annual fundraisers — Brothels, Bar Rooms and 
Bandits; and the Ghost Walk — plus its member-
ship program as well as grant writing.
 The Ghost Walk is a series of downtown walk-
ing tours on Friday and Saturday evenings on the 
last two weekends in October.
 “‘Ghost hosts’ take people around, and there 
are some cool stories,” DeMersman said. “It’s 
another fun way we teach Pleasanton history, by 
talking about ghosts.”

 Attendance at the Museum On Main was up 
69% in 2010, and DeMersman said it’s drawn 
more visitors with the recently extended hours, 
which include Tuesdays and opening an hour 
earlier, at 10 a.m., Saturdays.
 Tickets for Brothels, Bar Rooms and Bandits 
are $40 per person, which includes a barbecue 
dinner, gambling chips and “the best entertain-
ment in the West.” Cash, credit cards and gold 
nuggets are acceptable.
 But, warn the organizers: “Over 21 only — or 
we’ll call the sheriff.” 

Coming to Pleasanton: Brothels, Bar Rooms and Bandits

CHUCK DECKERT

Blackjack and craps, Wild West style, make for a fun evening at Brothels, Bar Rooms and Bandits, the annual fundraiser for the Museum On Main. 

CHUCK DECKERT

Dancing girl Paula Wujek is one of the entertainers hired for the evening.

Visit the Wild West 
saloon
What: Brothels, Bar Rooms and Bandits

Who: Museum On Main

When: 6-10 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 24

Where: Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353 
Sunol Blvd.

Tickets: $40 per person; call 462-2766 or go 
to the museum at 603 Main St.
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SPOTLIGHT

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Out —Concerts, Film & Live MusicAbout
FIERY PIANIST MICHAEL 
KAESHAMMER Michael Kaeshammer 
will perform from 8-10 p.m., 
Saturday, Sept. 24, at the Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave. 
A gifted songwriter and singer, 
Kaeshammer is known for energetic 
and joyful piano performances 
that draw the audience into the 
experience. Tickets $15-$25 for 
adults, $12 for children, and $20 
for seniors. Call 931-4848 or visit 
www.firehousearts.org. 

LIVERMORE-AMADOR SYMPHONY 
POPS CONCERT Enjoy this sym-
phony’s annual pops concert 
with the theme “Fanfare for 

Food” at 8 p.m., Friday, Oct. 
21, at the Robert Livermore 
Community Center Ballroom, 
4444 East Ave., Livermore. Wear 
costumes and bring your dinner 
(wine, beer and sodas will be on 
sale at the venue). Tickets are 
$30 each or $210 for a table 
of eight. Call 447-6454 or visit 
www.livamsymp.org. 

SINGER/SONGWRITER CARL 
TILCHEN Carl Tilchen will be per-
forming from 7:30-8:30 p.m., 
Thursday, Sept. 22, at the Pine 
Street Bar, 875 Rincon Ave., 
Livermore. Tilchen will sing songs 
from the Beatles, Bob Dylan, 

Stevie Wonder and many more. 
Visit www.youtube.com/user/
ctilchen or email ctilche44@
yahoo.com. 

‘THE LAST FIVE YEARS’ Tri-Valley 
Repertory Theatre is presenting 
the contemporary song-cycle 
musical, “The Last Five Years,” 
which chronicles the five-year 
life of a marriage, from meeting 
to break-up... or from break-up 
to meeting, depending on how 
you look at it. It is an intensely 
personal look at the relation-
ship between a writer and an 
actress told from both points of 
view. Performances are at 8 p.m. 

Friday and Saturday; and 2 p.m. 
Sunday from Sept. 19-Oct. 9 at 
Studio Theatre, 1048 Serpentine 
Lane, #309. Tickets are $20-$25. 
Call 462-2121 or visit www.tri-
valleyrep.org.

A STARRY NIGHT Gala dinner, 
auction, prize drawing and dance 
from 5 p.m.-midnight, Saturday, 
Sept. 24, at Casa Real at Ruby Hill 
Winery, 410 Vineyard Ave. Support 
Pleasanton North Rotary’s var-
ied charitable activities. Auction 
features executive desk of former 
Apple CEO John Sculley plus 
getaways to New Orleans, Lake 
Tahoe, Pebble Beach and Napa 

Valley. KTVU’s Mark Ibanez to 
emcee. Music by Public Eye. Cost 
$150. Call 426-8684 or visit www.
astarrynight.org. 

THIRD ANNUAL LVPAC GUITAR 
FEST LIVE! LVPAC Guitar Fest 
LIVE! will bring together guitar 
legends, musicians and fans of 
guitar-inspired music Friday-
Saturday, Sept. 16-17, in down-
town Livermore. Concert ticket 
prices start at $14 for students; 
$39-62 for adults. Enjoy free 
activities with clinics from world-
class guitarists on Saturday, Sept. 
17. Call 373-6100 or visit www.
livermoreperformingarts.org. 

‘Roméo et Juliette’ to open new season 
Livermore Valley Opera presenting timeless, tragic love story

 Shakespeare’s tale of young 
star-crossed lovers will come to 
life on the stage next weekend as 
the Livermore Valley Opera pres-
ents Gounod’s opera, “Roméo et 
Juliette.”
 The plot is well-known, 
said Director Bill Murray, but 
Gounod’s interpretation provides 
a unique version of the story.
 “Because Shakespeare’s tragic 
love story is known by virtually 
all, it represents a daunting task 
for a director and the cast: How 
do we convincingly tell a story 
in which every audience mem-
ber already has preconceived no-
tions?” Murray said.
 “For instance, what do our lov-
ers look like in your imagination? 
How long is Juliette’s hair? What 
is she wearing? The number of 
differing answers to these ques-
tions is as numerous as there are 
audience members.”
 He asks that those attending 
come with no preconceived ex-
pectations.
 “I invite them to sit back, listen to 
this work, let the music wash over 
them, and experience the powerful 
emotions in ‘Roméo et Juliette’ as 
Gounod intended,” Murray said.
 Artistic Director Alexander 
Katsman said that the operatic 
telling of the story sticks close to 
the original.
 “Gounod gives the heroes sev-
eral love duets of incredible beau-
ty,” Katsman said. “The music has 
many different shades, from joyous 
smiles to tremendous desperation, 
from radiant love to dark hate.”
 The opera will have multiple 
scenes, designed by Jean Fran-
cois Revon. The period costumes 
and props for all Livermore Val-
ley Opera productions are pro-
cured and assembled by a multi-
tude of volunteers.
 “This is a very ambitious un-
dertaking for us,” said Teri Tith, 

vice president of the Livermore 
Valley Opera board. “There are 
five acts with very different scenes 
requiring a lot of work and care-
ful coordination.”
 Bill Rabe, who leads a set con-
struction crew of fellow volun-
teers, agreed.
 “The sets are quite elaborate 
with some very large compo-
nents,” he said. “Our set designer 
wants to create a ‘wow factor’ for 
the audience and that’s exactly 
what they’ll get.”
 The cast of talented young 
opera singers adds to the “wow 
factor,” said Executive Director 
Elizabeth Wells. She said the au-
ditions attracted many singers, 
with more men than usual trying 
for the principal role. 
 “Most often, productions are 
those of Italian or German com-
posers, and so for an opera singer 
to have a chance to sing in French 
is a rare treat,” Wells said. “We even 
had a group of men come all the 
way from Los Angeles for a chance 
to sing ‘Roméo et Juliette.’”

 The title roles will be sung 
by soprano Christie Hageman as 
Juliette and tenor Christian Rein-
ert as Roméo. They have both 
performed the roles during their 
careers but they are debuting with 
Livermore Valley Opera.
 The opera runs two weekends, 
Sept. 24-Oct. 2, at the Bankhead 
Theater in Livermore. On opening 
night a gala ticket for $75 includes 
dinner at Uncle Yu’s at the Vine-
yard, followed by a dessert recep-
tion in the Bankhead Theater.
 Sunday matinee performances 
offer “Ice Cream & Opera — Chil-
dren’s Opera Learning Adventure,” 
with ice cream during intermis-
sion and a chance for children to 
meet the cast members afterward 
and go behind the scenes.
 Every performance will have a 
pre-opera talk one hour prior to 
curtain, featuring opera scholar 
John Prescott.
 Artistic Director Katsman ex-
plained why the story of Romeo 
and Juliet has been so enduring.
 “Above all shines the love for life 
and belief in goodness and love,” 
he said. “That is why this tragedy 
has such a long life in arts.” 

 BARBARA MALLON

Soprano Christie Hageman stars as 
Juliette and tenor Christian Reinert 
as Roméo in the upcoming Liver-
more Valley Opera production.

Teen love  
at the opera
What: ‘Roméo et Juliette’

Who: Livermore Valley Opera

When: 8 p.m., Saturdays, 
Sept. 24 and Oct. 1; 2 p.m., 
Sundays, Sept. 25 and Oct. 2

Where: Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore

Box office: 373-6800; www.
livermoreperformingarts.org

Price: Adults $39-$74; stu-
dents 18 and under, $10 off

Contagion
Rated PG-13 for disturbing content and 
language 2 hours, 6 minutes 
Director: Steven Soderbergh 
★ ★ ★

 Director Steven Soderbergh is a 
master craftsman at assembling im-
pressive ensemble casts. From “Traf-
fic” (2000) to “Ocean’s Thirteen” 
(2007), Soderbergh has been a mag-
net for stellar Hollywood talent. His 
well-crafted and thought-provoking 
“Contagion” follows the same pat-
tern, uniting Matt Damon, Gwyneth 
Paltrow, Laurence Fishburne, Kate 
Winslet, Jude Law and a handful of 
other notable actors.
 And therein lies part of the problem. With so many characters 
to keep track of, it’s difficult for the audience to get especially at-
tached to any one individual. There is no real protagonist driving 
the story, rather a diverse and widespread swath of world citizens 
whose lives are affected by a fatal and fast-moving virus. But 
“Contagion” is also an intelligent, complex and frighteningly re-
alistic disaster film with zombie-flick undertones and a powerful 
ending.
 The film has a relentless start. Wife and mother Beth Emhoff 
(Paltrow) returns from an overseas business trip with a flu-like 
illness that rapidly spirals from cough to seizures to death. Beth’s 
distraught husband, Mitch (Damon), is offered no concrete an-
swers from the perplexed doctors and begins to wonder why he 
hasn’t contracted the virus himself. Meanwhile, Dr. Ellis Cheever 
(Fishburne) with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
and his colleague Dr. Erin Mears (Winslet) start a full-fledged 
investigation into the mysterious affliction as more fatalities are 
reported around the world.
 Panic begins to take hold as the death toll rises, while Ellis, 
Erin and a plethora of health experts (including Marion Cotil-
lard’s Dr. Leonora Orantes and Elliott Gould’s Dr. Ian Sussman) 
scramble to find a cure. The conspiracy-theory musings of popu-
lar blogger Alan Krumwiede (Law) hardly help the frenzied pub-
lic perception. And few seem immune to the deadly virus that 
begins to claim victims at a furious rate.
 The picture’s pacing lulls at times as the narrative bounces 
around to the varied locales, and the scientific jargon can be a bit 
confusing. Soderbergh infuses his dramatic thriller with zombie-
esque sensibilities (not a bad thing), including atmospheric music 
and scenes of desolation. The acting sways from exceptional 
(Fishburne and Winslet) to phoned-in (the normally reliable Co-
tillard virtually sleepwalks through her role).
 There is greatness buried in “Contagion” that might get over-
looked due to the sweeping nature of the story and cavalcade 
of characters. Messages about nature, health and morality are 
interwoven throughout, and the film’s astonishing final minutes 
will leave some glued to their seats. Overall, “Contagion” offers 
a healthy dose of smart filmmaking while most of Hollywood is 
serving up cinematic placebos. 

REVIEWS OF NEW MOVIESNOW SHOWING
BY TYLER HANLEY
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LARRY’
RETIRES AFTER 20-YEAR 

REIGN OF 'TERROR'
INFAMOUS  DMV  INSTRUC TOR 
ISN'T  SO  SC ARY,  AF TER  ALL

‘

BY JESSICA LIPSKY

Young driver-hopefuls in line at the Pleasanton 
DMV smiled uneasily early this summer at the 
thought of the legendary man who might be 
their driving test examiner. 

 “I hear that he wears a lei and he’s really strict,” said 
Allie Dutto, 16. 
 A few feet behind her in line, Divya Eppiah, who was 
getting her learner’s permit, chimed in with her own 
warning: “First of all, he’s scary — and it’s very unlikely 
he’ll pass you on your driver’s test, so you should go 
somewhere else.”
 She added that when the time came she planned to 
be tested at the Walnut Creek Department of Motor 
Vehicles even though it would mean navigating the 
twists, turns and right-of-ways in that city. 
 Larry Chan’s reputation obviously preceded him, 
even among teenagers who have been alive less than 
the total amount of time he worked as a licensing 

registration examiner. 
 Known as “Scary Larry” Valley-wide, Chan was the 
supposed terror of the Pleasanton DMV for 20 years. 
But on July 29, he officially retired his clipboard and 
checklist to “drive into the sunset.”
 Chan, 63, who has a long ponytail and regularly 
dons a Hawaiian shirt and sunglasses, says the legend 
he leaves behind isn’t important.
 “I have no control over that. I have no control of my 
nickname. A couple years ago it kind of bothered me, 
but now I accept it,” he said. “I’m here not to be friends, 
I’m just here to make sure they don’t hurt themselves 
or other people.”
 While Chan said he is called Scary Larry because he 
once “slipped” and called a driver scary, an informal 
survey of Tri-Valley residents told quite a different 
account. These drivers also told tales of avoiding the 
Pleasanton DMV. 
 “Of course kids want to use my nickname to blame 
me for their fail. That’s natural,” said Chan, who was 

quick to point out that his fail rate last year was 32 
percent, right in line with the state average of 30 to 
33 percent. “They always tell their friends, ‘Scary Larry 
failed me.’ I always say it’s not me that failed the test 
— it’s their driving that failed the test.”
 Although he accounted for some of the nervousness 
during the 15-point examination, the thought of driv-
ing with Scary Larry made teens at one driving school 
so anxious that the owners took matters into their own 
hands to demystify him. 
 “I had so many students that passed with him, but 
half get nervous because he’s famous as a ‘mean man.’ 
Most of the kids have a nightmare about him,” said Pari 
Eshtehardi, office manager and partner at Driversity of 
Dublin.
 Five years ago, the employees at Driversity hung a 
picture of Chan on their classroom wall with a sign un-
derneath reading: “Larry is our friend.” 
 “We just tried to let them know that he’s not so 
scary. He’s very serious and he goes by the book,” 
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Eshtehardi said. 
 Regardless of the origin of his nickname, or the lore 
it’s created, Chan said the job was his calling. After 
working at Sears Driving School for three years, the San 
Leandro resident applied to the Pleasanton DMV where 
he worked at the window for five years before being 
promoted. 
 “If you’re a cop you may get shot at, if you’re a fire-
man you may have to go into a burning building. I feel 
like this job is for me even if it’s dangerous,” he said.
 Chan estimated that he gave approximately 25,000 
tests over his 15 years and had more than a couple of 
close calls. Fender-benders happened once or twice a 
year, so “it’s not if you have an accident, it’s when.”
 “Fender benders I can take, but close calls are 
scary,” he said. “I had a major head-on collision where 
a teenage girl was making an unprotected left turn 
in front of an oncoming car. The car was coming right 
toward my door and I thought I was going to die. It 
hit the front of the door, the windshield shattered, 

and the axle was broken.”
 During another test, an elderly woman ran into a light 
pole when she hit the gas instead of the brake — an 
incident that may have been the catalyst for Chan’s nick-
name. This was but one case of many confused drivers.
 “The first year I was an examiner, a teenage kid came 
to the first intersection at a red light and stated, ‘Do I 
have to stop for this red light?’ As soon as I said yes, we 
had to pull over, park and walk back because I did not 
trust his driving,” Chan said.
 Close calls and collisions aside, Chan said it was hard 
to tell whether young drivers got better or worse over 
the course of his career.
 “They stopped driver’s ed and training in high schools 
around here, so only kids with money could take driv-
er’s ed, that cuts out a lot of kids,” he said, adding that 
the education process used to be better. “I do think it’s 
beneficial to take driver’s ed from a professional rather 
than a parent because they pick up the bad habits from 
their parents. Especially if they’re from another coun-

try, they drive like they’re in that country.”
 Although Chan enjoyed his job, particularly the part 
where he consulted with the parents of his “drives” 
about their child’s strengths and weaknesses, Scary 
Larry was looking forward to sleeping in and taking 
road trips to Southern California and Las Vegas.
 “I’ll probably miss the coworkers,” he said in mid-July. 
“I look forward to retirement but I am scared because 
after I clean up the house and paint, I don’t know what 
I’m going to do. I’m thinking about joining a gym.... I 
don’t want to be vegetating.” 
 Chan joked about opening a driving school called 
“Scary Larry’s” in a few years but until then he takes any 
recognition as the terror of the Tri-Valley in his stride.
 “I walked into hamburger place in San Leandro and 
mentioned that I worked for the DMV and the owner 
said, ‘Do you know a guy named Crazy Harry?’ I said, 
‘No, I work in Pleasanton, do you mean Scary Larry?’ 
And then I pointed to myself and said, ‘That’s me,’ so he 
bought me my hamburger.” 

JESSICA LIPSKY

Driving examiner “Scary Larry” Chan goes over a checklist 
with Fremont resident Leo Yang, 18. Chan retired in July after 

20 years as the alleged terror of the Pleasanton DMV.



Amador, Foothill win 
on the gridiron

 Lightning halted high school 
football games in the East Bay last 
Friday night, necessitating their re-
scheduling the next day.
 “When thunder is heard, or a 
cloud-to-ground lightning bolt is 
seen, the thunderstorm is close 
enough to strike your location 
with lightning. Suspend play and 
take shelter immediately,” read the 
guidelines of the National Federal 
of State High School Associations. 
Thirty minutes must pass without 
any lightning for play to resume.
 Amador Valley had scored two 
touchdowns at home against Con-
cord High when play was suspend-
ed Friday night at a score of 14-0. 
When they resumed play at 3 p.m. 
the next day, the Minutemen scored 
two touchdowns but didn’t make 
their attempts at 2-point conver-
sions, for a final score of 14-12.
 Foothill High prevailed over No-
vato, 26-16, at a non-conference 
game.

Shadow Cliffs Triathlon 

 The 24th season of the Tri-For-
Fun Triathlon Series concludes 
Sunday with the Tri-For-Real Tri-
athlon on Sunday at Shadow Cliffs 
Regional Recreation Area.
 The triathlon has a timed fun 
run in June and a shorter distance 
triathlon in August, then ends with 
Tri-for-Real with official timing, 
results and awards. The event in-
cludes a 700-yard swim in the lake, 
an 18-mile bike ride, and a 4-mile 
run on the rolling dirt trails.
 Last year’s Tri-For-Real record 
times were Male — 1:13:33; Fe-
male — 1:25:14; Male Master — 
1:15:56; Female Master — 1:15:00; 
Male Team — 1:15:00; Female 
Team — 1:42:02; Co-ed: Team — 
1:42:03. 
 Entry fee is $75 in advance and 
$85 on race day. Call (209) 795-
7832 or visit www.onyourmarkev-
ents.com.

SPORTS DIGEST
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Rage U11 White 
win Santa Rosa 
Academy Cup
The Pleasanton Rage U11 White team 
won the Silver bracket of the Santa 
Rosa Academy Cup over Labor Day 
weekend, after getting off to a slow 
start Saturday morning with a 0-0 
draw with the Santa Rosa Typhoon. 
Rage won the next game, 5-0, over 
the California Northstars, then came 
back Sunday with a semi-fi nal match 
against SSA-Celtic FC in what turned 
out to be the match of the tourna-
ment, a back-and-forth contest with 
no scoring until penalty kicks resulted 
in the RAGE win, 2-1. This win ad-
vanced the U11 White into the fi nals 
where they defeated the Tahuichi Girls 
from Santa Rosa, 2-1.

Sports Sponsored by:

Academic Tutoring
Foothill & Amador teachers as tutors
 Math, Science, Language, AP Classes

SAT Prep
AP Teachers from PUSD

Maximum 8 students per class
Off ering the best in SAT Prep since 2004
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2340 Santa Rita Rd. Suite 10
 Pleasanton, CA 94566

925.600.9300  |   www.stepsprep.com

Call Now!
Classes Fill 

Quickly!

SAT
Session Dates
Oct 10 - Nov 3

Nov 1 - Dec 1

Feb 13 - Mar 8

SAT
Test Dates
Nov 5, 2011

Dec 3, 2011

Mar 10, 2012

Sept. 16
 ■ Football - TBA, Foothill vs. James Logan (pre-

season), home

 ■ Football: 7 p.m., AVHS vs. Washington, home

 ■ Girls Water polo: 7 p.m., AVHS vs. Logan, away

Sept. 17
 ■ Cross country -Nike Invite, at Concord

Sept. 20
 ■ Boys Water polo: 6 p.m., AVHS vs. Northgate, 

home

 ■ Girls Water polo: 5 p.m., AVHS vs. Newark, 
home

 ■ Girls Volleyball: 6 p.m., AVHS vs. Carondelet, 
away

 ■ Girls Volleyball: 6:30 p.m., Foothill vs. Granada, 
home

 ■ Girls Tennis: 4 p.m., AVHS vs. California, home

 ■ Girls Tennis: 4 p.m., Foothill vs. Monte Vista, 
away

Sept. 21
 ■ Girls Water polo: 4:45 p.m., Foothill vs. 

Alhambra, home  

Sept. 22
 ■ Boys Water polo: 6 p.m., Granada vs. AVHS, 

home

 ■ Girls Water polo: 5 p.m., AVHS vs. Granada, 
home

 ■ Girls Water polo: 4:45 p.m., Foothill vs. San 
Ramon, home

 ■ Girls Volleyball: 6 p.m., AVHS vs. Granada, away

 ■ Girls Volleyball: 6:30 p.m., Foothill vs. San Ramon 
Valley, away

Sept. 24
 ■ Boys Water polo: TBA, AVHS, Irvington Tour, 

away

Sept. 27
■  Girls Water polo: 5 p.m., AVHS vs. Heritage, 

away

■  Girls Tennis: 4 p.m., Foothill vs. Carondelet, home

■  Girls Tennis: 4 p.m., AVHS vs. Livermore, home

■  Girls Volleyball: 6:30 p.m., Foothill vs. Livermore, 
home

■  Girls Volleyball: 6 p.m., AVHS vs. Monte Vista, 
home

 Sept. 29
■ Boys Water polo: 6 p.m., AVHS vs. Monte Vista, 

away

■ Girls Water polo: 5 p.m., AVHS vs. Monte Vista, 
away

■ Girls Water polo: 4:45 p.m., Foothill vs. Livermore, 
away

■ Girls Tennis: 4 p.m., Foothill vs. AVHS, home

■ Girls Volleyball: 6:30 p.m., Foothill vs. Monte Vista, 
away

■ Girls Volleyball: 6 p.m., AVHS vs. California, home

THE PREP LINE-UP

Send team results and photos to 

sports@PleasantonWeekly.com 

as well as news about tryouts, 

upcoming tournaments, etc.
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SPORTS

Sonoma victory for Rage
The Rage U10 White Team won the Sonoma County Classic over Labor 
Day Weekend with a coaching team effort between Gordy Lang and Kevin 
Whitehand that ended the weekend with a 2-1 win over FCA Lightning. 
Team members are (back, l-r) Coach Kevin Whitehand, Jillian Brugaletta, 
Savana Sadler, Bella Mayo, Megan Guerra, Jordan Peters, (front) Sarah 
Russell, Ashley Atkinson, Zoe Morganroth, Abby Smith, Riley Atkinson.  
Not pictured, Mady Sweeney and coach Gordy Lang.

Premier wins  
2nd seeding round
Ballistic U13 Premier earned an important NorCal State Cup victory in 
the seeding round Sunday against Manteca FC Boca Juniors, 5-2, held at 
Val Vista Soccer Park. With the win, Ballistic U13 Premier becomes the 
first NorCal “U13 Red Bracket” team to win its first two Round 1 seeding 
games. The Pleasanton team will travel to Clovis to face Cal Odyssey in its 
third and final Round 1 game Oct. 9. The team returns to action tomorrow 
against Newark United in Newark.

NHB Cup comes home  
to Pleasanton
The Ballistic United Premier U15 side prevailed in Flight 2 of the North 
Huntington Beach Cup soccer tournament over Labor Day Weekend, which 
features top sides from all over the Western Region. Coach Jerry Losson led 
his boys to four wins and a draw, beating a very good MLS Chivas Youth 
Academy side in the final, 2-0. The boys began Regional Academy League 
(RAL) play Saturday against the San Jose Earthquake Juniors; the RAL is 
the new elite level playing league featuring the best soccer sides in Northern 
California.

Email writing samples 
and a short bio to 

editor@pleasantonweekly.com.

Bloggers and freelance 
writers wanted.

Replacement Windows: The Transparent 
Investment That Pays Dividents

Add architectural detail. Let in light. Save energy. Milgard® replacement windows make a difference in how 
you see the world and how the world sees your home. They also make your home more comfortable. Our 
replacement windows may be built to meet or exceed ENERGY STAR® standards in all climate zones. Plus 
they’re custom made to your home’s exact specifications for a perfect fit at no extra charge or extended 
lead time. For ultimate peace of mind, they also come with our Full Lifetime Warranty with Glass Breakage.

Promotion Ends 9/30/11. Maximum value of 7th window is $250.  

Maximum value of 50% off patio door purchase is $375.

Buy 6  

Windows 

and get the 

7th Window 

Free

or 50% off  
a Patio Door!

Call today for a free in-home consultation and let the savings begin!

925-449-5643  www.cwdinc.com

2677 Old 1st St.
Livermore, CA 94550

License # 573470

Win Your Picture
In The Paper

ENTER TO WINENTER TO WIN

To enter go to www.shoppleasanton.com 

and click the button at the top of the page.  

Enter your name and email. The contest 

ends September 26th and the winner’s 

picture will be in the October 7th issue

of the Pleasanton Weekly. Winner will be 

selected at random and contacted via 

email. Good Luck! 

Connecting local residents
with local businesses

Over 20 years of

925.462.1207
Showroom and Factory

located at 4225 Stanley Blvd
near downtown Pleasanton

www.window-ology.com
Contractor’s License #904282

We also do…

Your
Full Service
Contractor
General Contractor

Plumbing Contractor
Flooring Contractor
Roofi ng Contractor

and inspections

Specialty Inspections
261 Spring St. Pleasanton CA 94566
OPR10772, CSLB 831089 (B, C-15, C-36, C-39)

(925) 249-9611

Mark Kearns
Owner

Go with experience
for all your inspection needs
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AMERICAN

Eddie Papa’s American 
Hangout
4889 Hopyard Road, 
Pleasanton, 469-6266. Winner 
of The Pleasanton Weekly’s 
Reader Choice Awards for “Best 
American Food Restaurant” and 
“Best Meal under $20,” Eddie 
Papa’s American Hangout 
celebrates the regional food 
and beverage cultures of 
America. Bring the whole family 

to enjoy iconic dishes from 
across the United States, Old 
World Hospitality, and hand 
crafted artisan cocktails. 
www.eddiepapas.com.

BARBECUE

Red Smoke Grill
4501 Hopyard Road, 
Pleasanton, 734-0307. Home of 
the Tri Tip and Blue, Red Smoke 
Grill was Voted Reader’s Choice 
Best 2006, 2007, 2008, 2010 

and 2011. Dine in or take out 
rotisserie chicken, ribs, prawns, 
salads and tri tip, or pulled pork 
sandwiches. Relax with a beer 
or a bottle of wine. Visit www.
redsmokegrill.com. 

BREWPUB/ALEHOUSE

The Hop Yard American 
Alehouse and Grill 
3015H Hopyard Road, 
Pleasanton, 426-9600. 
Voted Best Watering Hole 
in Pleasanton, The Hop Yard 
offers 30 craft beers on tap 
as well as great food. The 
full-service menu includes 
appetizers, salads and grilled 
fare that will bring you back 
time and again. Banquet 
facilities available. On the 
web at www.hopyard.com.

470 Market Place, San 
Ramon, 277-9600. Featuring 
a giant 8-foot projection 
screen for major sporting 
events, they also feature 30 
beers on tap and a great grill. 
Go in for the beer, go back 
for the food. More at 
www.hopyard.com.

Main Street Brewery
830 Main St., Pleasanton, 
462-8218. Pleasanton’s only 
BrewPub since 1995. Try one 
of our 6 House Beers brewed 
FRESH weekly. Full bar and 
daily happy hour! Watch 
all sports with friends on our 
multiple screens. We feature a 
full menu including lunch and 
dinner specials. To-go orders 
are welcome. Facilities available 
for parties up to 100. Live music 
every Friday and Saturday. Visit 
www.mainstbrewery.com for 
activities and special events.

ON THE TOWN

3037-G Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton (At Valley Ave in Hopyard Village)

925-485-4500
www.LaViteRestaurant.com

“THE EUPHORIA OF FINE ITALIAN FOOD.”

Best Italian 
Restaurant

3 Years in a Row!

Are you getting married 
or planning a celebration?
Book your party in our beautiful 
banquet room with a private wine 
bar as low as $16.95 per guest 
or have us cater it to you and set up 
a complete buffet at your home or 
offi ce for $11.95 per guest.

2010

2009

Early Dinner Special
(Served from 4-6 daily)

Any Large Two-Topping Pizza and a Pitcher of Soda for only $25.00 (plus Tax)

(Additional Toppings Available)

Dine-In Only

2010

Daily 
Lunch 

Specials! PLEASANTON’S ONLY BREW-PUB!

Fresh Hopped AttaBoy 
IPA Available NOW!!!

for a VERY Limited Time

Live Music Every Fri & Sat 
Friday, 9/16 - Aja Vu
Steely Dan Tribute Band

Saturday, 9/17 - Drive!
Dance/Rock

War-Pig Amber Ale
Pleasanton Pale Ale
Atta-Boy IPA

FORNO VECCHIO

WINE DINNER
IN HISTORIC DOWNTOWN

PLEASANTON
September 27th starting at 6:30pm

Five Course Prix Fixe Menu
Silver Peak Sauvignon

Blanc
crostini with sauteéd wild

mushroom and fontina

bechamel

Sera Fina Pinot Grigio
prosciutto gorgonzola filled pasta with 

creamy walnut pear sauce

Silver Peak Pinot Noir
potato wrapped halibut served

with swiss chard in red wine

butter sauce

Sera Fina Barbera
herb crusted grilled petite

lamb chop served with gnocchi 

in a brown butter sage sauce

Sera Fina Malvasia Bianca
roasted peaches with malvasia

bianca zabaglione truffle honey

“Meet the Winemakers”

925-425-0099
Please call

for reservations

www.fornovecchio.com

$65 per person

To have your 
restaurant listed 

in this dining 
directory, please 

call the Pleasanton 
Weekly Advertising 

Department 
at (925) 600-0840

Trip to 
Hogwarts: Ernie, 
Sona, Marisa and 
Kayla Manzo visit 
Universal Studios 
Orlando in Florida 
over Thanksgiving 
break. “The Harry 
Potter area of 
Universal Islands 
of Adventure was 
the highlight!” 
reports Sona 
Manzo, the 
mother. The family 
(and the Weekly) 
accompanied her 
to Orlando for 
her 30-year high 
school reunion 
with friends from 
the International 
School of Kenya.

TAKE US ALONG
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Auditions
AUDITIONS FOR ‘ANNIE’ Tri-Valley 
Repertory Theatre is holding audi-
tions for “Annie” with director 
John Maio. Non-AEA, multi-ethnic 
casting. Minimum of 15 men, ages 
16-60; 15 women, 16-60; and 10 
girls, ages 6 to 14. Non-traditional 
casting encouraged. No pay, 
non-equity. Audition at 11 a.m., 
Saturday, Sept. 24, and at 7 p.m., 
Sunday, Sept. 25, at TVRT Studio 
Theatre, 1048 Serpentine Lane, 
#303. Call 462-2121 or visit www.
trivalleyrep.org. 

Classes
GNON FALL SPEAKER SERIES 
Pleasanton Unified School District 
(PUSD) Adult/Community 
Education presents GNON (Girls 
Night Out Networking) Fall Speaker 
Series 2011. Ellen Blair will lead 
a Facebook & LinkedIn workshop 
from 7-8:30 p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 
20, at Village High School, 4645 
Bernal Ave., Room 504. Bring a 
laptop. Must register at pleasanton.
k12.ca.us/adulted. Cost $15. 

PLEASANTON ROCKS! Where would 
we be without rocks? Come see, 
feel, taste, smell and even hear the 
minerals which make up our world 
and the cultures in which we live 
from 11 a.m.-noon, Saturday, Sept. 
24, at Alviso Adobe Community 
Park, 3465 Old Foothill Road. 
Cost is $3 for residents and $5 for 
non-residents. Pre-registration is 
required; call 931-3479. 

Clubs
CALIFORNIA WRITERS CLUB TRI-
VALLEY BRANCH CWC Tri-Valley 
branch invites writers of all genres 
and experience to learn about 
their craft at its monthly meeting 
at 1:30 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 17, 
at Four Points by Sheraton, 5115 
Hopyard Rd. Speaker will be author 
Nora Profit on how to write well 
and be published. Cost is $10 for 
CWC members and $15 for non-
members and includes coffee and 
tea. Reservations required; contact 
Annette Langer at 484-5924. 

Concerts
FIERY PIANIST MICHAEL KAESHAMMER 
Michael Kaeshammer will perform 
from 8-10 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 24, 
at the Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave. A gifted songwriter 
and singer, Kaeshammer is known 

for energetic and joyful piano perfor-
mances that draw the audience into 
the experience. Tickets $15-$25 for 
adults, $12 for children, and $20 for 
seniors. Call 931-4848 or visit www.
firehousearts.org. 

LIVERMORE-AMADOR SYMPHONY 
POPS CONCERT Enjoy this symphony’s 
annual pops concert with the theme 
“Fanfare for Food” at 8 p.m., Friday, 
Oct. 21, at the Robert Livermore 
Community Center Ballroom, 4444 
East Ave., Livermore. Wear costumes 
and bring your dinner (beverages will 
be sold at the venue). Tickets are $30 
each or $210 for a table of eight. 
Call 447-6454 or visit www.livam-
symp.org. 

Events
GOURMET FOOD TRUCKS AT THE 
FAIRGROUNDS A Gourmet Food 
Truck Festival will include gourmet 
food trucks, beer, wine, margaritas 
and live music. Bring a blanket or 
chair enjoy the fun and food, from 
4-9 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 17, at the 
Alameda County Fairgrounds, 4501 
Pleasanton Ave. Entrance fee $2 for 
adults. Call 321-1948 or visit www.
gourmetfoodtruckfestival.com. 

PLEASANTON HARVEST FESTIVAL Enjoy 
the Pleasanton Harvest Festival, 
which comes to the Alameda County 
Fairgrounds from Sept. 16-18. The 
festival will be open from 10 a.m.-6 
p.m., Friday-Saturday, and from 10 
a.m.-5 p.m., Sunday. Admission is 
$9 for adults, $7 for seniors 62 years 
and older, $4 for youth ages 13-17, 
and 12 years and under are free. Call 
(800) 346-1212 or visit www.harvest-
festival.com. 

STAR PARTY Come and hear great 
stories from the City Naturalist 
and, if the skies are willing, view the 
wonders above, from 8-9:30 p.m., 
Saturday, Sept. 17, at Alviso Adobe 
Community Park, 3465 Old Foothill 
Road. NASA designed, hands-on 
activities will be followed by telescope 
observations. Dress with the weather 
in mind. Cost is $5 for residents and 
$7 for non-residents. Preregistration 
is required; call 931-3479. 

TRI-VALLEY WOOD CARVERS 39TH 
ANNUAL SHOW Woodcarver show 
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Saturday-
Sunday, Sept. 17-18 at Tri-Valley 
Woodcarver, 301 Main St. They will 
have demos for sharpening, turning 
and burning. Soap carving for kids. 
Prize money for contest winners. This 
event is free. Call 408-386-6042 or 
visit www.tri-valleycarvers.com. 

TVAR ADOPTION FAIRE Tri-Valley 
Animal Rescue will have adorable 
dogs and cats for adoption from 
noon-4 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 17, at 
East County Animal Shelter, 4595 
Gleason Dr., Dublin. A dog trainer 
will be on site to help families 
with breed choices and to describe 
dog activity levels that will best 
fit their household. In addition, 
helpful items such as beds, collars, 
leashes and food will be given to 
the adopters. Call 803-7043 or visit 
www.tvar.org. 

VALLEY BLUES FESTIVAL Attend the 
third annual Valley Blues Festival, 
presented by the Castro Valley 
Rotary Club, from noon-6 p.m., 
Saturday, Sept. 17, at the Rowell 
Ranch Rodeo Park, 9711 Dublin 
Canyon Road, Castro Valley. Enjoy 
live music from The Daniel Castro 
Band, Georgi and the Rough Week, 
and the SolMates. Cost is $10 in 
advance or $15 at the door. All 
proceeds go to local charities. Food 
and beverage will be sold. Call 
(510) 329-8155 or visit www.valley-
bluesfestival.com. 

WIDOWS BRUNCH/LUNCH The 
Widow and Widowers of Northern 
California would like to invite you 
to join them for brunch or lunch 
at 11:30 a.m., Sunday, Sept. 25, 
at Pasta’s Trattoria, 405 Main St. 
RSVP to Marsha by Thursday, Sept. 
22, at 830-8483. 

WIDOWS LUNCHEON The Widow 
and Widowers of Northern 
California would like to invite you 
to join them for Lunch at 1 p.m., 
Wednesday, Sept. 21, at Mexico 
Lindo Restaurant, 6690 Koll Center 
Parkway. Cost your menu choice 
and beverage. RSVP to Pat by 
Sunday, Sept. 18, at 447-7680. 

Exhibits
PLEASANTON ART LEAGUE MEMBER’S 
EXHIBIT Firehouse Arts Center will 
host the annual Pleasanton Art 
League Member’s Exhibit through 
Oct. 15, in the Harrington Gallery. 
The center is located at 4444 
Railroad Ave. and is open from 
noon-5 p.m., Wednesday-Friday and 
from 11 a.m.-3 p.m., Saturday. A 
reception and awards ceremony will 
be held from 1-3 p.m., Saturday, 
Sept. 17. Call 931-4849 or visit 
www.firehousearts.org. 

Fundraisers
BACK TO SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP RUN 
Northern California Association of 
Sales and Marketing Companies will 
host the 16th annual Back to School 
Scholarship Run on Saturday, Sept. 
17, at Shadow Cliffs Regional Park, 
2500 Stanley Blvd. This run raises 
money for college scholarships for 
children of parents who work in the 
California food industry. To register, 
call (209) 795-7832 or visit www.
active.com. 

DUBLIN LIBRARY BOOK SALE Friends 
of the Dublin Library will host its 
fall book sale from 6-8:30 p.m., 
Friday, Sept. 16 for members only; 
10 a.m.-4:30 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 
17; 1-4:30 p.m., Sunday, Sept. 18 
(Sunday is Bag Day for $4 per bag), 
at the Dublin Library, 200 Civic 
Plaza. Call 828-1315. 

FRIENDS OF THE PLEASANTON 
LIBRARY BOOK SALE Friends of the 
Pleasanton Library will host its fall 

Book Sale from 6-9 p.m., Friday, 
Sept. 23 (for members only); 10 
a.m.-3 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 24; 
and 11 a.m.-3 p.m., Sunday, Sept. 
25; at the library, 400 Old Bernal 
Ave. Sale features 35,000 sorted 
books. Membership is needed for 
Friday and people can buy them at 
the door. Most paperbacks are fifty 
cents and most hardbacks are one 
dollar. Call 918-1195. 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL AND PIE SALE 
Fundraiser to benefit Harvest Park 
Middle School Cheer Team is from 
4-9 p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 20, at 
Cold Stone Creamery, 349 Main 
St., where cheer coach, teach-
ers and administrators will be 
“Celebrity Scoopers.” For further 
information, contact Barrie Shaffer 
at barrieshaffer@gmail.com. 

SAVOR THE SEASON Alameda 
County Community Food Bank 
will host its annual Fall celebra-
tion of California from 11 a.m.-3 
p.m., Sunday, Sept. 25, at Wente 
Vineyards, 5050 Arroyo Road, 
Livermore. This festive outdoor 
event will be hosted by Dave Clark 
of KTVU Channel 2 Morning News 
and feature live music from the 
Silverwood Jazz Quartet. Cost is 
$125 per person. Proceeds benefit 
the food bank. Call (510) 635-
3663, ext. 328 or visit https://npo.
networkforgood.org/Donate. 

YMCA RUMMAGE SALE The 
Tri-Valley YMCA’s Youth and 
Government delegates are having 
a rummage sale to raise money 
for their program and would like 
gently used (or new) household 
items, clothing, games, toys, etc. 
Drop off donations from 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. Monday through Friday at Tri-
Valley Y, 6693 Sierra Lane, Suite F, 
Dublin. The rummage sale is from 
9 a.m.-1 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 24, 
at the Y. Call Katie at 263-4444. 

Kids & Teens
‘FUN WITH SCIENCE’ Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory 
presents its popular “Fun With 
Science” show. Designed for chil-
dren at the fifth-grade level (though 
it can be enjoyed by children 
younger and older), the free pro-
gram is intended to spark children’s 
interest in science through enter-
taining demonstrations and hands 
on activities. Session 1 is from 
10:30 a.m.-noon and Session 2 
from 12:30 p.m.-2 p.m., Saturday, 
Sept. 17, at the Discovery Center 
at LLNL, located off Greenville Rd. 
on Eastgate Dr. Space is limited. 
Children must be accompanied by 
an adult. Registration is required. 
Call 423-3272. 

FOOTHILL FALCON FEST Paint the 
town blue at Foothill’s fifth annual 
Falcon Fest from 4-7 p.m., Friday, 
Sept. 16, at Foothill High School, 
4375 Foothill Rd. There’s no admis-
sion fee, but bring your wallet to buy 
meals, snacks and lots of Foothill 
merchandise. The event takes place 
before our very own Foothill Falcons 
take on Logan High School. 

Lectures/
Workshops
‘LIES ABOUT THE ECONOMY’ Speaker 
Joshua Holland is the author of 
“The fifteen biggest lies about the 

economy” and a senior writer and 
editor at Alternet.org: a highly traf-
ficked news portal. The lecture is 
from 1-3 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 17, 
at IBEW Local 595, 6250 Village 
Parkway, Dublin. There is no charge 
for this lecture. Visit www.face-
book.com/pages/OFA-Tri-Valley-
Progressives/180596688661955. 

‘STEPPING STONES ON YOUR GRIEF 
JOURNEY’ The death of a loved 
one is unlike any other loss. The 
reality of death leaves most of 
us in a state of shock, confusion 
and sadness. Each person’s grief 
journey has its own path and its 
own time line. There are stepping-
stones that are part of each grief 
journey and you will explore them 
in this eight-week series of work-
shops. The class is at 7:30 p.m. 
Thursdays now through Oct. 27 at 
St. Elizabeth Seton Church, 4001 
Stoneridge Dr. Preregistration is 
requested. Space is limited. A one-
time $15 donation is requested. 
For more information, call Mary 
Hagerty at 846-5377. 

PARENTING TEENS — WHAT’S 
IMPORTANT? Seminars for parents 
of teenagers, pre-teens or parents 
experiencing difficulties with their 
children and family life from 7-8:30 
p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 27 at the 
Pleasanton Public Library, 400 Old 
Bernal Ave. Led by Timothy Earle, 
experienced educator and parenting 
coach (was program director for 
leading emotional growth board-
ing school). Call 963-6439 or 
visit www.JackrabbitJourney.com. 
7-8:30 p.m. FREE 

PARENTS’ WORKSHOP ON CHILD 
SLEEP Meet other parents and 
learn the secrets of a better sleep 
for the whole family in a work-
shop lead by Dr. Keller, professor 
of psychology and an award-
winning researcher on child sleep. 
The workshop is from 6:30-7:30 
p.m., Monday, Sept. 19, at World 
School of Massage, 699 Peters 
Ave. Call 998-3242. 

ON THE TOWN ● CALENDAR

GRAHAM-HITCH
MORTUARY

Dignified Care  
& Compassionate Service 

Since 1891

Advance Planning 
Made Easy

Call Deanna for a FREE 
 consultation. In-home 

visits available.

4167 First Street, Pleasanton

925-846-5624
Crematory Privately Owned  

& Operated
FD#429

Vocalist Lisa Vroman
With a repertoire that ranges from 
Stravinsky to Weill to Broadway, Lisa 
Vroman is a sought-after guest soloist 
with theater and opera companies 
and orchestras coast to coast. She 
appeared in “The Phantom of the 
Opera” in San Francisco and will 
perform from 2-4 p.m. Sunday at the 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., to kick off the new season for its 
Cabaret Series. Tickets are $17-$27 
for adults; $22 for seniors; and $12 
for children. Call 931-4848 or visit 
www.firehousearts.org.

IN THE SPOTLIGHT



BULLETIN
BOARD

115 Announcements
High School Diploma!

Graduate in just 4 weeks!!! FREE 
Brochure. Call NOW! 1-800-532-6546 
Ext. 97 www.continentalacademy.com 

(AAN CAN)

Pregnant? 
Considering Adoption? Talk with car-
ing agency specializing in matching 

Birthmothers with Families nationwide. 
LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7 

Abby’s One True Gift Adoptions 866-
413-6293 (Void in Illinois) (AAN CAN)

CLUTTERLess (CL) Self Help Group

LIONESS Club welcomesNew member

Parenting Teens - FREE

SHARPEN UP AT THE FARMERS’ MRKT

120 Auctions
Advertise Your Auction

in 240 California newspapers for 
one low cost of $550. Your 25 word 

classified ad reaches over 6 mil-
lion+ Californians. Free brochure call 
Elizabeth (916)288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)

130 Classes & 
Instruction

Allied Health Career
Training - Attend college 100% online. 
Job placement assistance. Computer 

available. Financial Aid if qualified. 
SCHEV certified. Call 800-481-9409. 
www.CenturaOnline.com (Cal-SCAN)

Attend College Online
from Home. *Medical, *Business, 
*Paralegal, *Criminal Justice. Job 

placement assistance. Computer avail-
able. Financial Aid if qualified. SCHEV 
certified. Call 888-210-5162 www.

Centura.us.com (Cal-SCAN)

High School Diploma
Graduate in 4 weeks! Free Brochure. 
Call Now! 1-866-562-3650 ext. 60 

www.SouthEasternHS.com (Cal-SCAN)

140 Lost & Found
 REWARD!

8/26/11 Tommy T’s lost alittle black 
pouch 2” X 2”.in parking lot or 4637 
Chabot Drive.Keep sake items Vickie 

925-939-7259

FOR SALE

SOLD

201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts
3 Ford Wheelcovers Full Size 15 inch 
- $12 each

Disc BRAKE PADS 75 -79 Toyota 
Corolla - $12 set

TAILLIGHTS, custom 90-93 Acura 
Integra - $65 for bo

202 Vehicles Wanted

Cash for Cars
Any Car/Truck. Running or Not! Top 

Dollar Paid. We Come To You! Call For 
Instant Offer: 1-888-420-3808 www.

cash4car.com (AAN CAN)

Donate Vehicle
Receive $1000 Grocery Coupons. 

National Animal Welfare Foundation. 
Support No Kill Shelters, Help 

Homeless Pets. Free Towing, Tax 
Deductible, Non-Runners Accepted. 

1-888-333-0477. (Cal-SCAN)

Donate Your Car
Children’s Cancer Fund! Help Save 

A Child’s Life Through Research and 
Support! Free Vacation Package. Fast, 
Easy and Tax Deductible. Call 1-800-

252-0615. (Cal-SCAN)

Donate Your Car, Truck, Boat
to Heritage for the Blind. Free 3 Day 

Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, 
All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 888-902-

6851. (Cal-SCAN)

210 Garage/Estate 
Sales
Pleasanton, 3231 Vineyard Ave, Current

Pleasanton, 3236 Runnymede Ct., 
Sept. 16 4-8pm, Sept. 17 8-12

220 Computers/
Electronics

DirecTV Summer Special!
1 Year Free Showtime! 3 months Free 

HBO/Starz/Cinemax! NFL Sunday Ticket 
Free - Choice Ultimate/ Premier - Pkgs 
from $29.99/mo. Call by 9/30/2011! 

1-866-419-5666. (Cal-SCAN) 

245 Miscellaneous
Readers and Music Lovers

100 Greatest Novels (audio books) 
Only $99.00 (plus S/H.) Includes MP3 

Player and Accessories. Bonus: 50 
Classical Music Works and Money Back 
Guarantee. Call Today! 1-877-360-6916. 

(Cal-SCAN)

EMPLOYMENT

500 Help Wanted
Customer Service 

Customer Service Representative 
Needed with great 

experience,Candidate must be strong 
with MS Word and Excel,help with 

sales balancing and simple calculations 
online,have great attention to detail,be 
honest punctual and sincere with great 

experience in account reviews,and 
customer maintenance.Interested can-
didate should submit their resume to 

galvin.textile@aol.com

550 Business 
Opportunities

Think Christmas - Start Now!
Own a Red Hot - Dollar, Dollar Plus, 

Mailbox or Discount Party Store from 
$51,900 worldwide! 100% Turnkey. 
1-800-518-3064. www.DRSS25.com 

(Cal-SCAN)

560 Employment 
Information

Assemble CD Cases from Home
$$$Help Wanted$$$ Extra Income! No 

Experience Necessary! Call our Live 
Operators Now! 1-800-405-7619 EXT 
2450 http://www.easywork-greatpay.

com (AAN CAN)

Computer Work
Work from anywhere 24/7. Up to 

$1,500 Part Time to $7,500/mo. Full 
Time. Training provided. www.workser-

vices4.com (Cal-SCAN)

Drivers Needed
Apply Now. 12 needed. Top 5% 

Pay. 2 Months CDL Class A Driving 
Experience. 1-877-258-8782. www.

MeltonTruck.com (Cal-SCAN)

Drivers: CDL Training
Career Central. No Money Down. CDL 
Training. Work for us or let us work for 
you! Unbeatable Career Opportunities. 

*Trainee *Company Driver *Lease 
Operator Earn up to $51k *Lease 

Trainers Earn up to $80k 1-877-369-
7126. www.CentralDrivingJobs.net 

(Cal-SCAN)

Mail Brochures from Home!
Paid In Advance! Make $1,000 a 

Week mailing brochures from home! 
Guaranteed Income! FREE Supplies! No 
experience required. Start Immediately! 

www.homemailerprogram.net (AAN 
CAN)

Postal Positions
2011 Federal Postal Positions. $13.00-

$36.50+/hr., Full Benefits plus Paid 
Training. No Experience plus Job 

Security. Call Today! 1-866-477-4953 
Ext .152. NOW HIRING!

BUSINESS
SERVICES

605 Antiques & Art 
Restoration

640 Legal Services
Social Security Disability

Benefits. You Win or Pay Us Nothing. 
Contact Disability Group, Inc. Today! 
BBB Accredited. Call For Your FREE 

Book and Consultation. 877-490-6596. 
(Cal-SCAN)

645 Office/Home 
Business Services

Display Business Card
Advertise a display business card 

sized ad in 140 California newspapers 
for one low cost of $1,550. Your 

display 3.75x2” ad reaches over 3 mil-
lion+ Californians. Free brochure call 
Elizabeth (916)288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)

Truck Driver Jobs
Advertise Your Truck Driver Jobs in 240 
California newspapers for one low cost 

of $550. Your 25 word classified ad 
reaches over 6 million+ Californians. 

Free brochure call Elizabeth (916)288-
6019. (Cal-SCAN)

HOME 
SERVICES

715 Cleaning 
Services

Olga’s Housecleaning
Res./Com. Wkly/mo. Low Rates. Local 
Refs. 25 years Exp. & Friendly. I love 

My Job! Ins. (650)380-1406

783 Plumbing

New Age Plumbing
Drain cleaning. Service and repair. 
Fixture installation. Gas and water 
piping. Free estimates. 24 Hour 

Emergency Service. 
Call Us Now! 925-803-9956
www.newageplumbing.biz

805 Homes for Rent

Redwood City, 3 BR/2 BA
W/RC,hrdwd flrs,big updated 

kitchen,wlk shops,park,nosmk/pets 
650-598-7047,$3,500.00

825 Homes/Condos 
for Sale

East Palo Alto, 3 BR/2 BA
OWNER FINANCE, NO BANKS! FHA OK! 

New Remodel! 650-619-6384

840 Vacation 
Rentals/Time Shares

Advertise Vacation Property
in 240 California newspapers for 

one low cost of $550. Your 25 word 
classified ad reaches over 6 mil-

lion+ Californians. Free brochure call 
Elizabeth (916)288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)

855 Real Estate 
Services

All Areas: Roommates.com
Browse hundreds of online listings with 
photos and maps. Find your roommate 
with a click of the mouse! Visit: http://

www.Roommates.com. (AAN CAN)

Pleasanton Weekly
Marketplace

fogster.com THE TRI-VALLEY’S CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITEPLACE AN AD

  ONLINE
fogster.com

  E-MAIL 
ads@fogster.com

 PHONE 
(925) 600-0840

Fogster.com is a unique 
Web site offering post-
ings from communities 
throughout the Bay Area 
and an opportunity for 
your ad to appear in the 
Pleasanton Weekly.

Now you can log on to 
fogster.com, day or night 
and get your ad started 
immediately online. 

So, the next time you have 
an item to sell, barter, 
give away or buy, get the 
perfect combination: print 
ads in your local newspa-
pers, reaching more than 
35,000 readers, and unlim-
ited Web postings reaching 
hundreds of thousands 
additional people!

 INDEX
  BULLETIN BOARD
100-155

  FOR SALE
200-270

  KIDS STUFF
330-355
JOBS
510-585 
BUSINESS
SERVICES
600-690
HOME
SERVICES
700-799 
 FOR RENT/
FOR SALE 
REAL ESTATE 
801-860

The publisher waives any and all 
claims or consequential damages 
due to errors. Embarcadero 
Publishing Co. cannot assume 
responsibility for the claims or 
performance of its advertisers. 
Embarcadero Publishing Co. 
reserves the right to refuse, edit 
or reclassify any ad solely at its 
discretion without prior notice.

No phone number in the ad? 
GO TO fogster.com 

for contact information

Get daily local stories and hot 
picks sent to your email

Pleasanton

To advertise in the Marketplace call Matt at 925.600.0840 x123 
or email mmassaro@pleasantonweekly.com

Mike Fracisco
REALTOR

®

Fracisco Realty 
Residential, Commercial  
& Property Management

direct: 925-998-8131
www.MikeFracisco.com

DRE#01378428

Real Estate

NEED HELP
 WITH QUICKBOOKS?

No job too big or too small!!!
Over 23 years experience  

in all aspects of bookkeeping.

Call Linda 925.918.2233

Accounting/Bookkeeping

PEREZ GARDENING SERVICES
10 yrs. Experience in Lawn Care

FREE ESTIMATES
Maintenance, Sod & Sprinkler Systems, 
Clean UPS Commercial & Residential

925.642.6617  |  925.212.2973 
Lic. #5008439

With 6 month contract, 7th month is FREE

Landscaping

Taste 
of Brie

Brie is the sweet-
est adult Chihuahua 
mix. Tri-Valley 
Animal Rescue had 
her spayed and a 
dental done a few 
months back and 
she was adopted 
to a loving family 
who recently had 
to move to a no pet 
apartment. Brie is now back at East County Animal Shelter 
and is waiting for another chance to have a forever home. 
You can meet Brie in kennel D2 at the East County Animal 
Shelter at 4595 Gleason Dr. in Dublin.

PET OF THE WEEK

COURTESY EAST BAY SPCA

The online guide 
to Pleasanton  

businesses

ANTIQUE RESTORATION
"A Labor of Love"
Impeccable Quality

Integrity of Workmanship
925-462-0383 or 925-216-7976

All inclusive         License #042392
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OPEN HOMES THIS WEEKEND
Alamo
6 BEDROOMS

1311 Laverock Lane   $2,999,000
Sun 1-4  Michael Hatfield Broker  984-1339

Blackhawk
3 BEDROOMS

306 Live Oak Drive   $879,000
Sun 1-4:30  Alain Pinel Realtors  314-1111

5 BEDROOMS

4412 Deer Ridge Rd  $1,679,000
Sun 1-4  Keller Williams Realty  855-8333

Danville
4 BEDROOMS

785 Highbridge Lane  $770,000
Sun 1-4:30  Alain Pinel Realtors  314-1111

Dublin
3 BEDROOMS

8498 Rhoda Ave  $570,000
Sat 12-3  Keller Williams Tri-valley  397-4200

4 BEDROOMS

4985 Trescott Court  
  $720,000
Sun 1-4  Coldwell Banker  847-2200

Livermore
4 BEDROOMS

624 Shelley St.  $480,000
Sun 1-4  Coldwell Banker  847-2200

5 BEDROOMS

3030 Picholine Dr  $919,000
Sun 1-4  J. Rockcliff Realtors  667-2100

Pleasanton
2 BEDROOMS

2574 Heatherlark Cir   $409,950
Sat/Sun 1-4  Keller Williams Tri-valley  397-4200
807 Palomino Drive  $273,000
Sun 2-5  Alain Pinel Realtors  251-1111

3405 Norton Way  $222,500
Sat 1-4  Keller Williams Tri-valley  397-4200

3 BEDROOMS

3596 Chippendale Court  $735,000
Sat & Sun 1-4  Tim McGuire  462-7653
6432 Inglewood Dr  $565,000
Sun 1-4  Alain Pinel Realtors  251-1111
244 Carnation Ct  $529,000
Sun 12-3  Alain Pinel Realtors  251-1111

4 BEDROOMS

5230 Hummingbird Rd  $695,000
Sat 1-4  Alain Pinel Realtors  251-1111
2529 Tanager Dr  $550,000
Sat/Sun 1-4  Keller Williams Tri-valley  397-4200
3038 Bersano Ct  $1,399,000
Sun 1-4  Keller Williams Tri-valley  397-4200
2318 Meadowlark Dr  $735,000
Sun 2-4  Keller Williams Tri-valley  397-4200
5329 Piazza Court  $669,000
Sun 1-4  Vicki Coker  939-7259
6761 Melody Ct  $579,950
Sun 1-3  Keller Williams Tri-valley  397-4200

5 BEDROOMS

3623 Cameron Ave  $1,325,000
Sun 1:30-4:30  Moxley Team  600-0990
7235 Valley Trails Dr  $725,000
Sun 1-4  Keller Williams Tri-valley  397-4200

San Ramon
4 BEDROOMS

21 Gait Ct  $719,000
Sun 2-5  J. Rockcliff Realtors Inc.  280-8500
2780 Ashwell Ln  $519,000
Sun 2-5  Alain Pinel Realtors  314-1111
104 Black Calla Ct  $999,000
Sat/Sun 1-4  Keller Williams Tri-valley  397-4200

1127 Deer Creek Ct
$1,175,000
5 BD/ 4 BA
Open Sun 1:30-4:30
Silver Creek Realty Group
Jonathan Arguello
600-8880

Real Estate
OPEN HOME GUIDE AND REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

603 Blossom Ct, Pleasanton

5 bedrooms, 4 baths, approx

5000+ sqft, bonus room, separate offi ce 

and spa room - premium location! Large 

and fl at 31,060 sqft lot. 

Offered at $1,425,000

For photos and virtual tours 
visit www.deloresgragg.com

KELLER WILLIAMS® Tri-Valley Realty is Independently Owned and Operated.
REALTOR® Lic#01206964

www.DeloresGragg.com

Delores
Gragg

925.989.6500

If you are thinking of selling or buying 
a home, call me for information 

on current market conditions and 
options available to you.

Beautiful single story home featuring

4 bedrooms, 3 baths, approx 2,547 sqft.

New interior paint, new carpet, hardwood 

fl oors, marble entry, remodeled master bath.

Excellent Westside location with 3 car garage.

Large approx. 9889 sqft. fl at lot. Walk to 

schools, parks and shopping.

Offered at $925,000

5047 Forest Hill Dr, Pleasanton

Forest Hill Estates — Built in 1996

JUST LISTED

Two Great Pleasanton Properties

PREMIUM LOCATION!

KW Broker DRE License #01395362

#1 Real Estate Team in the Tri-Valley

Fran & Dave 
Cunningham
925-202-6898

DRE License #01226296 & 00930892

Donna 
Garrison

925-980-0273
DRE License #01735040

Susan 
Schall

925-519-8226
DRE License #01713497

Desirable 3,252 sq. ft. model with 4 BR, 3 
BA, on a 10,000 sq. ft. lot. Backyard features 
a pool and a built-in BBQ. Great cul-de-sac 
location. Offered at NEW PRICE $1,149,000 

Bright, spacious home features soaring 
ceilings, a chef’s kitchen, 5 BR (or 4+ den),
3 BA, 3,851 sq. ft. Offered at $1,250,000 

Exciting News for the Fabulous Properties Team - The Wall Street Journal and REAL Trends, 
Inc. have compiled a summary of the top 1,000 Real Estate Agents and Teams in the United 
States and The Fabulous Properties Team ranks #94 in the nation in 2010 based on closed 
volume. Thanks Tri-Valley for being such a great community and allowing us this privilege.

Stylish single story 3,687 sq. ft. home w/ 4 BR + offi ce, 3.5 BA, granite, hardwoods, marble, 
many upgrades. Lush backyard with gorgeous views in a quiet cul-de-sac location. 
Offered at NEW PRICE $1,399,000 OPEN SUN 1-4

BY JEB BING
 As homeowners across the East Coast 
weathered Hurricane Irene and the heavy 
rains that followed, the importance of 
flood insurance was again made clear.
 This special insurance is the only way 
for homeowners to financially protect their 
property or businesses from flood dam-
ages.
 Hurricane damage from water is only 
covered by flood insurance, which must be 
purchased separately through the National 
Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), and if 
Congress doesn’t act soon this critical 
program will expire on Sept. 30, putting 
millions of homeowners at risk.
 “As the leading advocate for homeown-
ership and housing issues, National As-
sociation of Realtors believes that the NFIP 
is essential to a properly functioning real 
estate market, ensuring access to affordable 

flood insurance for millions of homeown-
ers,” said NAR President Ron Phipps, bro-
ker-president of Phipps Realty in Warwick, 
R.I.
 “Realtors support any and every effort to 
extend the program for as long as legisla-
tively possible, so that American families 
won’t have to go without essential flood 
protection,” he added.
 Floods are also not just a coastal issue 
and are not only caused by hurricanes. 
Floods claimed more lives and property 
than any other natural disaster in the 
U.S. over the past century and have been 
declared in every state, along rivers and 
anywhere rain falls or snow melts.
 The NFIP is set to expire on Sept. 30 for 
the 10th time in three years, and the NAR 
is urging Congress to reauthorize the pro-
gram for five years, before it expires. The 

Hurricane, heavy rains show 
importance of flood insurance

Congress needs to act by Sept. 30 to reauthorize program

Find more open home listings at PleasantonWeekly.com/Real_Estate

For marketing opportunities contact Andrea Heggelund at  
(925) 600-0840 x110 or e-mail aheggelund@pleasantonweekly.com.

See INSURANCE on Page 22
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TRI-VALLEY REALTY

PLEASANTON   |  6111 Johnson Court #110  |  925.463.9500 |  www.bhghome.com/pleasanton

2137 Bella Vista Pl. – Livermore - $1,090,000

Distinctive South Livermore beauty features 

solar for the home and pool! Elegant upgrades 

throughout - slab granite, tile fl oors, luxurious 

carpet, master suite and 3 bedrooms downstairs-

loft, bed and bath upstairs, private yard with 250 

SF pool house w/bath & kitchen, great schools

219 Birch Creek Dr. - Pleasanton – $539,000 

Great Townhome near Downtown with 3 

Bedrooms PLUS Offi  ce and Two and a half Baths. 

Light, Bright, and only 4 years new! Upstairs Laun-

dry, Plantation Shutters, and Gourmet Kitchen 

w/ SS Appliances and Slab Granite. Also, Two-Car 

Attached Garage.

3219 Colebrook Ln.- Dublin - $789,000 

Beautiful Dublin Ranch Home! One bedroom 

downstairs, formal dining & formal living room. 

Large bright eat-in kitchen, ample cabinetry and 

large island. Huge extended family room with win-

dows to private yard. Large master suite with his/

hers closets and master bath with elegant oval tub

141 Cortona Dr. - San Ramon - $529,900

You will be greeted with lush landscaped court-

yard & patio area at this exceptional Echo Ridge 

home. Located in a gated community this home 

is light & bright with vaulted ceilings, recent up-

dates, loft with built-ins. One bedroom and bath 

on main level.

5583 Crestridge Ter. – Dublin - $789,000

Location, location, location. Fantastic home 

situated at the end of a court. This home is well-

maintained and has nice upgrades throughout. 5 

bedrooms and 4.5 baths with one bdrm and bath 

located downstairs. The kitchen/family room com-

bination is perfect for entertaining or family nights.

7843 Cypress Creek – Pleasanton - $839,000

Beautiful, updated 3 bed 2.5 bath single level 

home with over 2,500 sq. ft. of living space in a 

lovely gated community. New hardwood fl oors, 

tile fl oors and granite countertops. New warm 

shades of paint throughout home. Ridgeline views 

and highly desirable creekside of development.

5231 N Forestdale Cir.- Dublin – $725,000

Great Dublin Ranch Home! Across from award 

winning John Green Elementary school. Spacious 

kitchen with ample cabinetry and breakfast bar. 

Kitchen opens to cozy family room. There are 3 

bdrms+ large loft(could be 4th bedroom) in main 

house. 1 bdrm and full bath in room above garage.

1014 Wat Ct. – Pleasanton – 538,888 

Incredible opportunity!! Gorgeous 12 yr old home 

conveniently located 1 block from downtown Pleas-

anton!! Spacious fl oor plan w/ upgraded kitchen, 

granite countertops, stainless steel appliances, tile 

fl oor, large master bdrm, impressive upgraded mas-

ter bath & cozy family room. Hurry don’t miss out!

Kris Demarest Andrea & Earl Rozran Mia Teetsel Team Carol Beck

Adam Golden Jennifer DeCoite Mia Teetsel Team Sue Condon

Visit these homes and other BHG listings 
at www.bhghome.com/pleasanton

Dorothy Broderson
REALTOR®
QSC/Notary

4627 Almond Cr., Livermore
Open House Sat & Sunday

REDUCED $649,900 for a lucky 

family to move into this pocket 

of 21 custom homes.

Vineyard #188 
Reduced to $175,000 comes 

with one year home warranty. 

Almost NEW

COMING SOON
N. Donovan in San Ramon
Largest model call for details

and pre-showing prior to MLS

Kottinger Ranch with vineyard.
Hearst Drive SOLD in contract

in only 6 days $1,400,000.
Looking for 4 bedroom+ in Kottinger 

ranch for pre Qualifi ed serious buyer. 

Please call me if you, or someone you 

know might want to SELL their home.

LIC #01779623

Voted Best Mortgage 
Professional 

RATES 
ARE GREAT!

Marylou Edwards
Mortgage Planner
925.398.0211 925.285.5333 CELL

Get a 15 year fixed rate 
for 3.25% (APR 3.374%)*

2011 2010

NFIP ensures access to affordable flood 
insurance for more than 5.6 million home 
and business owners in 21,000 communi-
ties across the nation.
 “We strongly urge Congress to speed 
passage of legislation to reauthorize the 
NFIP for the long term and end the cur-
rent stopgap approach that has already 
led to numerous extensions and lapses of 
program authority in the past two years,” 
said Phipps.
 NAR is also calling on Congress to de-
velop a proactive national policy to reduce 

natural disaster risk beyond floods, so that 
homeowners have access to affordable, 
comprehensive property insurance for a 
full range of natural disasters, and taxpay-
ers no longer have to fund rebuilding ef-
forts through federal disaster assistance.
 “Whether it’s a tornado, flood, hurricane, 
or earthquakes like those that hit Colorado 
and the Eastern U.S. last month, virtually 
every region of the country is susceptible 
to nature’s unexpected fury,” said Phipps. 
“Our thoughts are with all Americans who 
may be affected by this impending hur-
ricane, and we will continue to work with 
public policymakers on these important 
issues.” 

INSURANCE
Continued from Page 21

REAL ESTATE



Pleasanton Weekly September 16, 2011  Page 23

5994 W. Las Positas, Suite 101, Pleasanton   |   459 Main Street, Pleasanton   |   2300 First Street, Suite 216, Livermore

J.D. Power & Associates’ 
award 3 years in a row

#1 Offi ce in Pleasanton
in Volume and Sales

2011

www.KW-Trivalley.com
Broker License #01395362

Keller Williams Realty is proud to be the second largest real estate fi rm in North America 

Dennis Gerlt
Broker Associate

925.426.5010  

www.dennisgerlt.net
DRE # 01317997

4143 Vineyard Avenue, Pleasanton
Bank owned! Great for investor or first time home 
buyer! Cute 2 bedroom 1000+ sf bungalow with 
curb appeal close to downtown! Features oversized, 
detached garage. Fresh paint/carpet makes this home 
move-in ready! Large 8,000 sf lot. Offered at $329,900

SOLD! Represented buyer

Fran & Dave Cunningham

925.202.6898
DRE # 01226296 & 00930892

Donna Garrison

925.980.0273
DRE # 01735040

Susan Schall

925.519.8226
DRE # 01713497

www.FabulousProperties.net
www.RubyHill.net

2332 Via Espada, in Del Prado Pleasanton 

4 bed. 3.5 bath, 3,030 sq. ft. on 7,639 sq.ft. lot. Exquisitely 
remodeled home w/a backyard retreat, pool and access 
to Arroyo Trail. One of the best in the neighborhood.  
Offered at $939,000. 

Gail Boal
REALTOR®

925.577.5787

www.gailboal.com
DRE # 01276455

404 Pine Hill Lane
Carmel Style Downtown Craftsman Mini-Estate! Studio 
apt over garage. Over 1/3 acre. Zoned for 2nd home 
on property! Offered at $859,000

925.463.0436  
www.SoldinaFlash.com

REALTORS®, GRI, CRS, SRES

Pretty in Parkside!
Beautiful 4 bdrm, 3 bath 
Parkside home in Pleasanton. 
Sunny granite kitchen with 
stainless steel appliances 
overlooking a sparkling pool. 
Remodeled bathrooms. Just a 
short stroll to Sports Park!

6461 Melody Ct.
Simply Elegant
Delightful 4 bdrm, 2 bath home in 

Pleasanton. Remodeled granite & 

stainless steel kitchen with tile and 

hardwood floors. Family room 

with fireplace and French doors 

to patio, bonus room and large 

yard. Priced in the high $500’s

Open Sun 1-3

Jo and Carla Hunter
REALTOR®

Jo: 413.4278; Carla: 200.2142
jo@johunter.com  

carla@carlahunter.com 
DRE # 00692588 and 01463436

375 Summertree Drive, Livermore, CA 94551
Lovely Signature home in desirable Murietta Meadows. 
4bd, 3ba, 2239 sqft. Premium fully landscaped lot. Tree 
lined walking trails. Great neighborhood. Call us to see 
this & other unbelievable buys in the Tri-Valley.   
Offered at $575,000

DeAnna Armario
REALTOR®

925.260.2220 

www.armariohomes.com
DRE # 01363180

3459 Ashbourne Circle, San Ramon
Luxury REO in gated Norris Canyon Estates. 5 bedrooms, 4.5 

bathrooms. Grand entry with sweeping staircase. Gourmet 

kitchen with granite counters & SS Appliances. Family Room 

and Formal LR & DR. Large Master Suite with Fireplace. Private 

backyard with room for pool. Lot backs to open space. 

Offered at $1,279,000

Pat Burns
REALTOR®

925.876.2655  
DRE #00396535 

7905 Spyglass Court, Pleasanton
Golden Eagle Patio Home, Fantastic Single Level,
3 bedrooms, 3 Baths, Dual Fireplace, Oak Cabinets with 
Granite Counters, Flagstone Patio & Spa, Travertine 
Floors. Offered at $859,950

SOLD

1641 Vetta Dr, Livermore 
Open Sun 1-4pm  
Outstanding 5 bed (6 poten-
tial) & 4.5 ba home w/ 3500+ 
sq ft. 1 bed/ba downstairs. 
Upgrades throughout incl 
$27k in solar (no PG&E). 
Offered at $929,000

1905 DeVaca Way, Livermore 
Open Sun 1-4pm  
Over 1400 Sq Ft of living 
space w/great kitchen add-on 
& sunroom off master. 2 
bed/1 bath, 2 car garage, large 
lot with mature landscaping.
Offered at $339,950

1641VettaDrive.com 1905devacaway.com

Cindy and Gene Williams
REALTORS®

925.918.2045

www.williamsteam.net
DRE # 01370076 and 00607511 
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Blackhawk East
4105 Blackhawk Plaza Cir.

Danville, CA 94506

925.648.5300

Blackhawk West
3880 Blackhawk Rd. 

Danville, CA 94506

925.736.6000

Danville
15 Railroad Ave.

Danville, CA  94526

925.855.4000

Lafayette
3799 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Lafayette, CA 94549

925.385.2330

Montclair/ Piedmont
6116 La Salle Ave., Ste. 200

Oakland, CA 94611

510.339.4800

Orinda
89 Davis Rd., 

Orinda, CA 94563

925.253.7000

Walnut Creek
1700 N. Main St.

Walnut Creek, CA 94596

925.280.8500

Livermore
1983 Second St.

Livermore, CA  94550

925.667.2100

Pleasanton 
5075 Hopyard Rd Ste. 110 

Pleasanton, CA 94588

925.251.2500

4 Bd 3 Ba +/- +/- Acres  
Chef ’s’ Kit w S/S, Granite, Custom Mill-work, 
2 station office w/ cherry cabs, Baths w/ 

cherrywd, granite, Plantation shutters. 

3152 PASEO GRANADA      PLEASANTON

CINDY ENGEL                     (925) 580.5107  

3030 PICHOLINE DRIVE        LIVERMORE

DIANE SASS                       (925) 462.2068    
5 Bd +/- +/- sq.ft. lot  
Gorgeous Los Olivos home in Livermore Wine 
Country.  Two story.  Beautiful back yard with 

stamped patio.

1524 GREEN VALLEY RD             DANVILLE

MICHAEL SWIFT                 (925) 251.2587 
4 Bd 2.5 Ba +/- sq.ft. cres 
Custom rancher completed early 2007. Distressed 
hardwood floors. Gorgeous kit. w/custom island. 
Circular extended driveway & so much more! 

3545 MERCATO CT             PLEASANTON

DIANE SASS                        (925) 583.2168
5 Bd 4(2) Ba +/- sq.ft. cres 
Lovely Ruby Hill custom! Unfinished bonus room. 
Huge accessible attic & 1,600 sq ft unfinished 

basement. Great potential-many possibilities!

8012 GOLDEN EAGLE WA Y     PLEASANTON

PEGGY CORTEZ                   (925) 648.5454   
5 Bd 5(3) Ba +/- sq.ft. cres  
Private Mediterranean Estate. Porte Cachere, 
grand entry, gourmet kitchen, theater. Guest 

house, pool, BBQ & “Wailua” gazebo & more.

3742 ANGUS WAY                   PLEASANTON      

JOE LEDESMA                     (925) 251.2559   
3 Bd 2 Ba +/- +/- Acres 
Great single family home, fresh paint 
throughout, living room w/ cozy fireplace 

gourmet style kitchen & more!

1892 VIA DI SALERNO        PLEASANTON   

UWE MAERCZ                      (925) 360.8758  
5 Bd 3.5 Ba +/- sq.ft.  cres 
Prepare for what lies beyond the gorgeous entry 
of this Italian Villa. Unrivaled setting among olive 

trees & lush landscaping, views of vineyards...

1441 CALVARY LN                    LIVERMORE

MAX DE VRIES                     (925) 525.0116        
4 Bd 2 Ba +/- sq.ft. cres  
This classic Ranch style home on 1 acre of land 
with 6 horse stalls, is uniquely located near the 

heart of Livermore. 

2068 CABERNET WAY                   LIVERMORE 

GAIL HENDERSON           (925) 980.5648
5 Bd 4.5 Ba +/- +/- Acres   
Largest model in Arroyo Crossings Estates w/ 
5 BRs, LOFT, OFFICE, MUD ROOM, 4.5 ba., walk to 

downtown & school, large private backyard. 

2306 MERLOT LN                      LIVERMORE                  

4 Bd  3 Ba +/- +/- Acres   
Private and Peaceful describes this Beautiful Tap-
estry Home in Livermore. Updated Kitchen and 
Baths! Resort like backyard with waterfall pool.

COREY GREEN                     (925) 583.2173

6000 MT OLYMPUS        CASTRO VALLEY

3 Bd  3 Ba +/- +/- Acres    
Custom Built w/ Two Master Suites. The kitchen is 
a chefs dream, granite, stainless steel. Grand Pool 

& Spa perfect for entertaining.

KRISTY & COMPANY         (925) 251.2536

7952 SPYGLASS CT               PLEASANTON

GARY CIVELLO                   (925) 855.4016
3 Bd 2(1) Ba +/- +/- Acres 
Move-In Condtion. Popular detached  
single-story Plan 2 in Golden Eagle.  

Security Gate. Private patio/yard area.

3429 ASHBOURNE CIR       SAN RAMON

DAVID AZIMI                    (925) 251.2580   
5 Bd 5.5 Ba +/- sq.ft. 0.33+/- Acres 
Luxury living in San Ramon! This property is warm 
& inviting, w/ large kitchen, restored swimming 

pool w/ spa & waterfall, gated community.

2188 MCLEAN PLACE             LIVERMORE

PATRICK MARAVELIAS  (925) 890.1254    
3 Bd 4.5 Ba +/- sq.ft. 0.33+/- Acres 
Stunning one of a kind, custom home in the heart 
of Livermore Wine Country. Every detail of this 

home has been carefully considered. Pool.

2155 GOLDCREST CIR        PLEASANTON

KERRY RICHARDS             (925) 963.6300   
2 Bd  1 Ba +/- sq.ft. 0.10+/- Acres 
Remodeled: cherry wood style cabinets in kitchen 
& bathroom w/ granite, travertine & wood floor-

ing, private backyard w/ grass front & rear. 

J. Rockcliff
Realtors

D I S C O V E R  H O W  T O  G E T  M O R E  F O R  Y O U R  H O M E .
D I S C O V E R  J .  R O C K C L I F F  R E A L T O R S .

T H E  E A S T  B A Y ’ S  P R E M I E R  R E A L  E S T A T E  C O M P A N Y .
W W W . R O C K C L I F F . C O M

G e t  I n s t a n t  M o b i l e  A c c e s s !
S m a r t  P h o n e  Q R - C o d e  R e a d e r  R e q u i r e d . 

Date:    Thursday, September 08, 2011
Location:    SAN FRANCISCO, CA
Circulation (DMA):   17,455 (5)
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Page:    27
Keyword:    J. Rockcliff Realtors

Largest Residential Real Estate Firms in the East Bay

Rank

(Ranked by gross sales by East Bay offices)

Prior Company 
Address
Phone | Website

Gross sales 
at East Bay
office(s) 2010

Gross sales 
at East Bay
office(s) 2009

1 3 J. Rockcliff Realtors 
4115 Blackhawk Plaza Circle, Ste. 201, Danville 94506
925-648-5300 | www.rockcliff.com

$1,783,322,410 $1,456,302,306

No. 
properties
sold by East
Bay offices
in 2010

3,307

Offices
East Bay/
Companywide

9
9

Full Time lic.
sales agents
in the East
Bay

543

Top Bay Area
executive

Jeff Sposito
President

1695 GERMANO WAY         PLEASANTON

UWE MAERCZ                      (925) 360.8758   
5 Bd 6.5 Ba +/- +/- Acres  
This home offers an impressive entry foyer, 
stately office, movie theatre, expansive 

kitchen, walk-in wine cellar and more.

OPEN SUN 1-4

OPEN SUN 1-4

OPEN SUN 1-4

OPEN SUN 1-3
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P  M D  925.209.0343  

PENDING W/ MULTI OFFERS

Realtors
CA DRE # 00673849 / 01361481

6605 AMBER LN                        PLEASANTON

$1,249,000  3,675+/- sq.ft., 0.50+/- Acres    
Carriage Gardens, single level! Great floorplan w/ 
oversized rooms, 3  fireplaces, master w/retreat.     
Salt solar pool, spa & cabana w/bath, tree house.

321 IRON HORSE COURT                    ALAMO

$2,198,000  5 Bd 4.5 Ba sq.ft.  
Gorgeous European Estate, private gated ct lo-
cated among majestic oaks. Flat 1/2 acre lot w/

new solar salt water pool. 6 car garage.

1706 MAGNOLIA CIR                   PLEASANTON

$1,089,000  5 Bd 4.5 Ba 4,682  sq.ft.  
Gorgeous executive home on the 12th tee of the 
golf course with city views. Gourmet kitchen, 

family room. Rear yard with built in BBQ.

W  M  G
  

.P  W   925.872.1416

$998,950 5 Bd 3 Ba 3,315  sq.ft.  
Gorgeous, remodeled in the heart of Pleas-
anton! Every detail & amenity is top  

quality. Backs to beautiful park.

1159 CANYON HILLS RD          SAN RAMON

$729,950 4 Bd 2.5 Ba sq.ft.  
Exceptional home, gated community. Beautifully  
maintained and upgraded. Excellent curb appeal, 

great private yard, awesome Master Bath!

$619,950 4 Bd 2.5 Ba  sq.ft.  
Beautifully maintained with one of the largest 
yards in the area. Shows great,light and bright, 

plantation shutters, high ceilings & more!

Your Home Here! 
Ready to Buy or Sell?

As a team, Phyllis and Peter bring more than 
30 years combined experience, and a proven 
track record inthe local real estate market. 
Although they specialize in the higher end 
executive and luxury home market,they are 
happy to serve their clients in all price ranges 
and help them achieve their real estate goals.

Contact Us Today!

J. Rockcliff

JUST SOLD!

VIA DE LOS MILAGROS            PLEASANTON

$1,088,000 5 Bd 3 Ba 3,259  sq.ft.  
Amador model in Original Country Faire. Up-
graded, kitchen, bamboo floors, wooded lot with 

pool, spa,lawn, gazebos, fountains, and more!

NOW PENDING

4041 SAN GIORGIO CT             PLEASANTON

$398,000 2 Bd 2.5 Ba 1,316  sq.ft.  
Absolutely perfect townhome, backs to green-
belt space. Hardwood floors, plantation shutters, 

designer paint and carpet. Near park and pool.

NOW PENDING

5655 SADDLE CREEK TER        PLEASANTON

NOW PENDING

JUST SOLD!

5580 PASEO NAVARRO             PLEASANTON

JUST SOLD!

1843 SANNITA PLACE            PLEASANTON

5 Bd 5(3) Ba 7,000  sq.ft.  
Elegant Mediterranean style estate home on 

prime lot with privacy and views in Ruby Hill.

PLEASANTON  

NOW PENDING
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Pleasanton Market Update:  Sales Up, Inventory Down

The latest from The 680 Blog

 Pending sales of single family detached homes increased again in 

Pleasanton during August, posting the second highest number (74) 

for the year, behind only May's 78.  Homes priced below $1 million 

accounted for the entire increase.  Inventory fell during the month  of 

August after fi ve consecutive monthly increases.  This in the face of a 

wobbly stock market and continued sour news on the economy.  The 

good news is the continued low interest rates, which continue to hover 

at record low levels.  This no doubt is driving much of the activity, and 

contributing to the overall feeling that despite the economy it is an 

excellent time to buy a home.

 Overall, inventory fell by 22 homes from 224 at the end of July 

to 202 at the end of August, a drop of nearly 10%.  Pending sales 

increased nearly 16% to 74 during August, from 64 in July.  As a result, 

there was only 2.7 months of inventory in Pleasanton relative to pend-

ing sales during August, down from 3.5 months in July.  That's the 

tightest the Pleasanton market has been since May of last year.

 Homes priced under $1 million saw pending sales climb about 

20% during August, from 49 in July to 59 in August.  Inventory 

meanwhile, fell nearly 13%, from 157 at the end of July to 137 at the 

end of August.  Inventory relative to pending sales fell from 3.2 months 

in July to 2.3 months in August.  This segment accounted for 68% of 

Pleasanton's pending sales and 80% of its inventory in August.

 There was little activity in the market for homes priced between $1 

million and $2 

million.  There 

were 14 pend-

ing sales dur-

ing August, off 

one from 15 

in July.  There 

were 48 homes 

available in 

this segment 

at the end of 

August, one 

higher than 

July.  Inven-

tory relative to pending sales stood at 3.4 months at the end of August, 

compared to 3.1 months at the end of July.  This price range accounted 

for 24% of pending sales and 19% of inventory in Pleasanton for Au-

gust.

 The market for homes priced over $2 million was also pretty quiet.  

There was only one pending sale, versus none in July.  There were 17 

homes on the market in this segment at the end of August, down three 

from 20 at the end of July.  8% of Pleasanton's inventory was in this 
>>Go to www.680homes.com for more real estate information!

Country living yet close to everything! 
Fabulous 4 BR, 3 BTH home remodeled 
with designer upgrades on 2+ acres 
with sports court, and more!  
$1,199,900

OVER 2 ACRES!

5703 Athenour Court
Moller Ranch beauty shows like a 
model! Pristine 3 BR, 2 1/2 BTH home 
with hardwood fl oors, granite kitchen, 
plantation shutters, downstairs 
master BR, and premium private lot!   
$799,000

OPEN SUN 1-4

Model perfect 5 BR, 3 BTH home with 
hardwood fl oors, granite kitchen, 
designer paint, luxurious master suite, 
large private yard, and oversized 5th 
bedroom/bonus room. 
$899,000

5 BR PLUS BONUS RM!

Pristine upgraded Vintage Hills 4 BR, 2.5 
BTH home shows like a model! Cherry & 
granite kitchen, 3 car garage, hardwood 
fl oors, vaulted ceilings, and private .31 
acre yard with sparkling pool!
$885,000

PENDING SALE!

Fabulous estate home with 6 BR + loft 
& offi ce/rec room, 5 BTH, 4 car garage, 
stone fl ooring, dream kitchen, and 1.1 
acre lot with pool, sports court, outdoor 
kitchen and views! 
$1,840,000

JUST SOLD!

Fabulous French Country custom with 5 
BR + offi ce & retreat, 4 full & 2 half BTH, 
hardwood fl oors, 4 car garage, and 
private .62 acre lot with pool.
$1,695,000

JUST SOLD!

Old world charm in a private oasis! 
Stunning single story custom home. 4 
BR, 4 ½ BTH, private .75 acre lot with 
pool & security gate, 
and exceptional quality!
$1,785,000

JUST SOLD!

High
Performance
Real Estate.

Office 925.251.1111
Direct 925.463.2000

680Homes.com
DRE #00843458

Doug Buenz
The 680 Group

In this turbulent
market, there is
no substitute for
experience and

professionalism.
Call me today to
discuss your real

estate needs!

"When it came to 
selling our home, we 

interviewed seven real estate 
professionals, all with great 

credentials. We chose to 
go with Doug because of 
his track record, market 

knowledge, professionalism, 
concise thinking, 

and utter confi dence. 
Doug's performance far 

exceeded our already high 
expectations. His follow 

through was terrifi c. Selling 
a house in a buyer's market 

is hard, but having the 
right partnership with a 

realtor is priceless" 
— Steve & Vicki S.

Go to 680Homes.com for more information on these homes and other properties.

Fabulous 4 BR, 2 BTH home in prime 
cul-de-sac location with vaulted ceilings, 
large family room with fi replace, sunny 
kitchen, formal living & dining, and 
private yard with sparkling pool!
$539,000

OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS!

Charming single story 4 BR, 2 BTH 
home with granite kitchen, updated 
baths, vaulted ceilings, tile roof, laminate 
hardwood style fl ooring, and huge 
private cul-de-sac lot with sparkling pool! 
$649,000 

PENDING SALE!
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PLEASANTON  90 0 Main Street

925.846.6500
www.blaiselofland.com

Blofland@BlaiseLofland.com

apr.com
DRE# 00882113

CANYON OAKS

5809 STONECLIFF VISTA LN, PLEASANTON
Newer beautiful home built in 2004. Great location, backs to open space 
with views of Mount Diablo, Pleasanton Ridge & surrounding open space! 
Three bedrooms plus loft/office, two & a half bathrooms, 2401 square feet. 
Custom tile flooring. Gourmet kitchen with granite countertops, stainless 
appliances. Spacious master suite. Oversized two car garage. Beautiful 
landscaping. Walk to new sports park & award winning Hearst Elementary, 
Pleasanton Middle School, Oak Hill Shopping Center & Main Street! 
Convenient to Callippe Golf Course & Castlewood Country Club.
OFFERED AT $839,500

OAK MANOR

819 OAK MANOR COURT, PLEASANTON
As soon as you enter you will be impressed with the unique elegance. 
Gorgeous custom home on private .62 acre lot. Approximately 4,541 square 
feet, four bedrooms (two master suites) plus office/wine room and bonus 
loft area and 5.5 bathrooms. Quality, high end equipment and finishes 
throughout. Gourmet kitchen with granite slab counters and stainless 
steel appliances. Hardwood floors. Oversized four car garage. Beautifully 
landscaped Tahoe-like grounds with mature trees. Two minutes to 
Castlewood Country Club. OFFERED AT $1,565,000

VINTAGE HILLS

3593 ARBOR COURT, PLEASANTON
Beautiful single level in quiet court location. Excellent condition. Four 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, 1766 square feet. Remodeled gourmet 
kitchen with new cabinetry and stainless appliances. Wood flooring, 
fully cased windows, new light fixtures, new hardware, upgraded 
bathrooms. Private premium .26 acre lot with large park-like rear 
grounds. Pebble tech free form pool, brick patio, covered patio area, 
wood deck and spacious lawn area. Walk to great neighborhood Parks. 
Convenient to downtown. Award winning Pleasanton schools.  
SOLD FOR $740,000

LAGUNA OAKS

2505 ARLOTTA PLACE, PLEASANTON
Best location in Laguna Oaks! Desirable Newport model on premium .40 
acre lot. Quiet premium court location. Four bedrooms, bonus room, plus 
formal office. Private guest/in law/au pair quarters (4th). Three and a half 
bathrooms. Approximately 3,830 square feet. Large gourmet kitchen, granite 
countertops, custom backsplash, tile flooring and large eating area. Spacious 
master suite with views of Pleasanton Ridge, and large walk in closet. 
Beautifully landscaped rear yard with ultimate privacy.  Expansive lawn areas 
(pool site). A short walk to the community pool, park, and tennis courts. 
SOLD FOR $1,300,000

SOLDSOLD

FOOTHILL KNOLLS

7863 FOOTHILL KNOLLS, PLEASANTON
Beautiful single story on private premium .35 acre lot. Three bedrooms, two 
bathrooms, approximately 2,150 sf. Completely remodeled kitchen with 
granite slab countertops, custom backsplash, custom cabinetry and high end 
European appliances. Hardwood flooring, French doors, vaulted ceilings, 
newer windows, newer tile roof. Master suite includes custom built-in closet/
dresser area, French doors to rear grounds, private bathroom with dual sinks. 
Very private professionally landscaped rear grounds, with no rear neighbors. 
Recently re-plastered and tiled pool/spa with new equipment. Built-in kitchen/
BBQ island with refrigerator. Mature trees, patios and lawn areas.  
OFFERED AT AND SOLD FOR $949,000

SOLD

335 DEL SOL AVENUE, PLEASANTON
Location, location, location. Desirable downtown quiet court location! 
Beautiful upgraded home, 5 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms with 2350 square feet. 
Remodeled kitchen with granite slab countertops, custom backsplash and 
stainless appliances. Newer upgraded hardwood flooring, plantation shutters, 
dual pane windows, newer brushed nickel hardware and fixtures. Lots of 
upgrades including 30 year roof. Elevated lot with private secluded tranquil 
grounds includes TimberTech deck, mature trees. Walk around the corner at 
Neal and in one minute you are at the Farmers Market and can also enjoy all 
the other downtown amenities! Award winning schools!  
OFFERED AT $849,000

DOWNTOWNESTATES OF MOHR PARK

2248 KAMP COURT, PLEASANTON
Premium private large (12,691 sq ft) lot in excellent court location with 
in-ground pool & spa! Highly upgraded five bedrooms, three bathrooms. 
Approximately 3,369 square feet. Completely remodeled kitchen with 
granite slab countertops, custom cabinets & stainless steel appliances. 
Remodeled master bathroom with new granite & tile. Three car garage. 
Professionally landscaped private rear grounds with in-ground pool, spacious 
deck and large lawn area. Just a few minutes to downtown. Just around the 
corner from Nielsen Park. Award winning schools!  
OFFERED AT $1,195,000

JUST LISTED

KOTTINGER RANCH

1348 HEARST DRIVE, PLEASANTON
Excellent location!!! Panoramic views of surrounding hills. Backs to open 
space, no rear neighbors. Great condition, move in ready! Five bedrooms, 
3.5 bathrooms, 3300 square feet. Recently updated gourmet kitchen with 
granite slab countertops! Spacious master suite with fireplace & large bath-
room. Open living room, family room and formal dining room. French 
doors, hardwood flooring. Three car garage. Beautiful, professionally land-
scaped grounds include, in-ground pool, spacious deck, gazebo, large lawn 
areas and 135 wine producing grape vines, private vineyard! Community 
amenities include tennis courts & pool! Walking distance to Main Street 
and downtown! Award winning Pleasanton schools!!  
SOLD FOR $1,400,000

SOLD - REPRESENTED BUYER

PENDING

KRIS MOXLEY

TYLER MOXLEY

925.600.0990
MOXLEYTEAM.COM

4 GENERATIONS OF  
REAL ESTATE  

SERVICE AND EXPERIENCE

DRE #00790463, 01412130

2020 MARTIN AVENUE, PLEASANTON
LOCATED IN MOHR/MARTIN ESTATES

4 BD/office 3 BA 3,107sf. + 1,100sf. guest home 
on a 24,963sf. lot. Updated gourmet kitchen with 

prep island & generous storage.  
Overlooks the grand rear yard that offers a pool, 

bocce court, fire pit & spacious grass area. 
$1,595,000

3616 NICOLE AVENUE, PLEASANTON
LOCATED IN MOHR/MARTIN ESTATES

CUSTOM 5 BD 3.5 BA 4,460sf. on a ¾ acre lot.  
Remodeled kitchen w/ large island, breakfast 

nook, granite counters & Brazilian cherry floors. 
Large master & additional bedroom on main 

level. Large private backyard with pool. 
$1,750,000

3623 CAMERON AVE., PLEASANTON
LOCATED IN MOHR/MARTIN ESTATES

5 BD 3 BA 3,291sf. on a 39,892sf. lot.  
Flat 1 acre lot. Country elegance close to town. 

This single story offers a private well, pool, volleyball 
court, horseshoe court and so much more!

$1,325,000

5082 CRESTWOOD CT. PLEASANTON
LOCATED IN PLEASANTON VALLEY

Charming 3 BD 2 BA 1,520sf. on a 11,119sf. lot. 
Refinished wood flooring throughout, updated 
kitchen. Spectacular rear yard with professional 

landscaping on a private and spacious lot.
SOLD AT $655,000

SOLD

3 BD 2 BA 1,948sf. on 7,500sf. lot.  
Highly updated single level home with open 

floor plan. Private, nicely landscaped backyard. 
Move in ready and within walking distance  

to Mohr elementary.
$750,000

3858 MOHR AVENUE, PLEASANTON
LOCATED IN CHARTER OAKS

9632 BROADMOOR DR, SAN RAMON
LOCATED IN SAN RAMON ROYAL VISTA

4 BD + office, 3 BA, 3,195sf. + finished attic. 
Built in 2010 with top of the line materials. 

Gourmet kitchen, handmade mouldings, energy 
efficient & entertainer's dream home. Master 

& guest suite on main level.
$869,898

1334 STONE CANYON CT. PLEASANTON
LOCATED IN IRONWOOD ESTATES

5 BD 4.5 BA 4,205sf. on a 10,588sf. lot. This newly constructed home 
is located in a court and offers a spacious and open floor plan with high 

ceilings. Newer maple wood floors and carpet. One bedroom (or optional 
office) is located on the first level with an adjoining bathroom. Large bonus 

room perfect for entertaining is located upstairs. The highly upgraded 
kitchen offers granite counter tops, a large prep island with sink, double 

oven, built in microwave, gas cooking and stainless steel appliances. A custom 
fountain is featured in the spacious rear yard complete with garden area.

JUST LISTED — $1,405,000

OPEN SUN 1:30-4:30

OPEN SUNDAY 1:30-4:30
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Go to open.apr.com for the Bay Area’s only
complete online open home guide.

PLEASANTON $1,579,000
4391 sq ft +/- estate on a court with over 
334k in upgrades and VIEWS! Quality, 
charm & designer touches embrace 
this 4 bed, 4.5 bath luxury home near 
downtown! 3372SagewoodCt.com.  
3372 SAGEWOOD CT

DANIEL ALPHER   BY APPT 

LIVERMORE $924,000
You will enjoy Livermore's Wine Country 
Living in this beautiful four bedroom, 
four and a half bathroom home. This 
home has a full bed and bath downstairs, 
separate office and gourmet kitchen.  
782 VINCI WAY

DEBI BODAN   BY APPT 

PLEASANTON $738,000
Beautiful remodeled Colony model 
home in Birdland. Kitchen with alder 
cabinets, silestone counters, travertine 
backsplash, Wilson Art floors and more. 
Sparkling pool has newer heater & pump.  
2506 SANDERLING DR

KIM OTT  BY APPT

PLEASANTON $735,000
3bd/2.5ba, 2.600+/-sq.ft home on a 
12,947+/-sq.ft lot, freshly painted inside 
and out, new appliances, side yard access 
and pool. 3596 CHIPPENDALE COURT

TIMOTHY MCGUIRE   BY APPT 

PLEASANTON  $729,000
4 bd, 3 ba (1 bd/ba downstairs), updated 
kitchen/baths, & solar panels for energy 
efficiency. LOCATED-end of the cul-de-
sac, backing to greenbelt w/playground, 
community pool, tennis courts, MORE!
3298 MONMOUTH COURT

JOYCE JONES BY APPT

PLEASANTON $695,000
4bd/2ba 'Holiday' model, 2,167+/-sqft, 
newer roof, windows, Pergo floors, HVAC 
system, crown molding, inside laundry 
and pool. 5230 HUMMINGBIRD RD

TIMOTHY MCGUIRE  BY APPT 

FREMONT $675,000
Don't miss this incredible Upper 
Glenmoor remodel. Single story, corner 
lot, wood floors. Amazing remodeled 
kitchen and central air conditioning.Great 
neighborhood! 4371 LOMBARD AVE

SYLVIA DESIN   BY APPT 

PLEASANTON $529,000
3bd/2ba single story in Heritage Gardens, 
1,412+/-sq.ft, Oak kitchen, stainless 
appliances, newer carpets, walking 
distance to parks, schools and Downtown.  
244 CARNATION CT

TIMOTHY MCGUIRE   SUN 1:00-4:00 

PLEASANTON $639,000
4bd/2ba, 1,489+/-sf, completely 
remodeled Del Prado Home with 
Anderson windows, custom kitchen and 
baths plus beautiful backyard with hot 
tub and deck. 7092 VIA QUITO

TIMOTHY MCGUIRE  BY APPT 

PLEASANTON $510,000
2bd/3ba, with office/potential 3rd bd 
downstairs, beautifully updated kitchen 
and baths, vaulted ceilings, custom 
fireplace, attached 2-car garage, 
walking distance to Shopping, Schools 
and Parks. 1485 TRIMINGHAM DR

TIMOTHY MCGUIRE  BY APPT 

Don Faught
Vice President

Managing Broker
Pleasanton and Livermore 

dfaught@apr.com

Alain Pinel Realtors not only continues to lead
the Bay Area in home sales, but we also rank as 
the #1 Largest, Privately-Owned Residential Real 
Estate Firm in California – and #2 Largest in the 
United States.
 
In a day when real estate fi rms proliferate, merge, 
morph and disappear, APR thrives. 
 
Source: 2011 REAL Trends Top 500 survey, ranked by Closed Sales Volume in 2010


