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The Bookstore
Used Books • Gift Items

Seniors and Teachers 
15% discount

www.thebookstorepleasanton.com

925-426-8255
2911 Hopyard, Pleasanton

(next to Gene’s Fine Foods)

20% OFF
All Book Purchases
Cannot be combined with store credit.
Coupon must be presented at purchase. 

One coupon per person. Exp 8.31.11

BLINDS

SHADES

SHUTTERS

ROLLER SHADES

ROMAN SHADES

MOTORIZED BLINDS

925.989.4734
FREE IN-HOME CONSULTATIONS

Custom window treatments to fi t any budget

Come out and enjoy Golf 
and become a member 
of the Callippe Preserve 
Player Development 
Program!  
A club for all ages, offering 
a variety of amenities to 
improve your game. This 
is a monthly membership 
program that includes the 
following;

For more information 
or to sign up please contact:

Mike Ash x17 General Manager  or 
Doug Giannini x20 Head Golf Pro

8500 Clubhouse Drive, 
Pleasanton

925-426-6666
www.playcallippe.com
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BY JEB BING

Over the years, I’ve written 
a few columns about trips 
I’ve made to help my chil-

dren move — to college dorms, 
to far-away jobs, to new homes 
and even across town. Perhaps the 
most emotional was about the trip 
my wife Jan and I made to take 
our daughter Jenny to college, 
only to come back to Pleasanton 
realizing that we had become 
empty nesters like so many other 
parents that fall.
 Later, and again with Jenny, I 
shared the driving as we made our 
way to her new job in Nashville, 
pulling a U-Haul trailer behind her 
Saturn hatchback, a trip I repeated 
about a year later when she found 
a better job back here in the Bay 
Area. Not long after, it was our son 
Chris I joined in a U-Haul truck, 
moving him from UC San Diego to 
New York City where his wife Mary 
had already started her residency 
work as a doctor at New York Pres-
byterian Hospital. Those trips gave 
us a chance to visit places we might 
not otherwise have gone, includ-
ing the memorial for those killed in 
the Oklahoma City federal building 
bombing, President Clinton’s library 
on opening day in Little Rock, Old 
Faithful at Yellowstone and Mount 
Rushmore in South Dakota.
 Two weeks ago, I helped again, 
joining Chris in a very large, noisy 
(and uncomfortable) rented 26-
foot Penske truck equipped with 
air brakes, and a 3,400-pound car 
being towed behind, for his fam-
ily’s move back to California.
 Certainly, more remarkable than 
the long drive was the process 
of moving the contents out of a 
33rd floor apartment down to the 
street to be loaded in a truck that 
was parked on the sidewalk. The 
logistics of positioning this truck 
involved two policeman stopping 
traffic, family and friends guiding a 
U-turn on a narrow one-way street, 
and a cacophony of horns from 
impatient New York City drivers, 
along with amused pedestrians 
watching this circus set up its tent. 
Someone had to be posted at the 
truck at all times just to watch 
the contents as well as be ready to 
move the truck if those in author-
ity decided enough was enough. 
Fortunately, that didn’t happen, but 
we did feel the pressure of another 
building resident staking out our 
sidewalk space, ready to call in his 
waiting U-Haul.
 Chris and I left their apartment 
building at 70th and York at 3 
p.m. Tuesday, arriving at his new 
home in Roseville six days later at 

8 p.m. Sunday. This 2,935-mile 
trip, almost all of it on hardly-sce-
nic Interstate 80, took us through 
11 states and consumed some 500 
gallons in diesel fuel.
 Without doubt, I-80 offers a 
non-stop drive across the coun-
try, although except for majestic 
mountain passes, fertile fields and 
lots of corn, motorists don’t really 
see much at all. The biggest cities 
we went through were Omaha, 
Salt Lake City and Reno besides 
skirting the far southern suburbs 
of Chicago. It sure lacks the nos-
talgia I remember of old Route 66 
from Chicago to Los Angeles. No 
Burma Shave signs; no roadside 
reptile stands; I don’t think there’s 
ever been a song about getting 
your kicks on route I-80.
 Much of the way during this trip 
across country, I found the rapidly 
changing milepost signs one of the 
few reliefs from hundreds of miles 
of crops, cattle and farms. At times, 
particularly during that long 37-
mile drive across the salt flats from 
Salt Lake City to the Nevada state 
line, it was downright monotonous, 
with roadside signs warning drivers 
to “Stay Awake.” Sometimes, espe-
cially in Nebraska where the first 
milepost showed us there were an-
other 441 miles to cross the state, 
we found it best not to look.
 For those who enjoy trivia, here’s 
more about I-80 I learned along the 
way: Pennsylvania operates a large 
fireworks store at its border with 
New Jersey, which it was promoting 
heavily in this pre-Independence 
Day timeframe. Available only to 
non-Pennsylvania customers, the 
store’s receipts go to pay down 
the state’s budget deficit. West of 
Omaha, the next 72-mile section 
of I-80 is the country’s longest 
stretch without a curve. Although 
we found road work under way 
across the Plains and most of I-80 
in good shape, the worst stretch in 
terms of road width and pavement 
conditions was coming into Califor-
nia from Reno, adding even more 
bounce and steering challenges for 
the Penske.
 Now back in Pleasanton, I’m 
getting the word out now that if 
there are any more relocations 
ahead, I’m busy. 
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One last trip  
in a Penske

About the Cover
Ostriches roam the hills in farms along the 680 corridor. This ostrich, who 
also has zebras on its farm, is owned by Kathy and Jim Stewart, a veteri-
narian who once specialized in ostrich medicine. Photo by Jessica Lipsky. 
Design by Lili Cao.
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If you are considering buying or selling a
home this Summer, consider the following...

Interest rates are at record lows,
which enables buyers to afford
more home for their money.
There are typically more buyers
shopping for a home at this time
of year, which means more 
opportunities for sellers. 
Give me a call today to learn more 
about how you can take advantage 
of the Summer Real Estate season.

Over 20 years of

925.462.1207
Showroom and Factory

located at 4225 Stanley Blvd
near downtown Pleasanton

www.window-ology.com
Contractor’s License #904282

We also do…

GRAHAM-HITCH
MORTUARY

Dignified Care  
& Compassionate Service 

Since 1891

Advance Planning 
Made Easy

Call Deanna for a FREE 
 consultation. In-home 

visits available.

4167 First Street, Pleasanton

925-846-5624
Crematory Privately Owned  

& Operated
FD#429

Bloggers and 
freelance writers 

wanted.
Email writing 

samples to editor@
pleasantonweekly.com.

Check us out on Yelp. Read our reviews or review us!  
www.yelp.com/biz/one-touch-comm-pleasanton

Find us on Facebook. 
www.facebook.com/trivalleyiphonerepair

5321 Hopyard Road, Suite E, Pleasanton
925.463.1000 • www.trivalleyiphonerepair.com

iPhone  
Repair 

Specialist

• iPhone repair, jailbreaking and unlocking

• Free diagnostic on water damaged phones

• Honest and reliable service

• Quick turn around time — 1 day on most repairs

• No appointment needed for repairs

• MetroPCS and T-Mobile authorized dealer

One Touch Comm
The East Bay Tri-Valley area’s leading 

Apple iPhone repair store. 

iPhone Repair Pricing:                                        
iPhone 3g glass replacement — $50           
iPhone 3gs glass replacement — $60            
iPhone 4 glass replacement — $140
iPhone 4 back glass replacement — $50

iPhone Jailbreak & Unlocking Prices:
iPhone 2g jailbreak up to fw 3.1.3 — $10
iPhone 2g jailbreak & unlock up to fw 3.1.3 — $20
iPhone 3g, 3gs, 4g jailbreak up to fw 4.3.3 — $10
iPhone 3g jailbreak & unlock up to fw 4.2.1 — $20
iPhone 3gs jailbreak & unlock up to fw 4.3.3 — $20
iPhone 4g jailbreak and unlock up to fw 4.0.2 — $25



Streetwise
ASKED AT THE LIBRARY

Do you think that the not guilty 
verdict in the Casey Anthony murder 
trial was the right one?

Paige Weisbrod
Nursing student

I’m pretty upset about it, actually. I don’t 
know the full details of the case, but I wish 
it could be reevaluated.

 

Mandla Gobledale
Musician

Our justice system is set up so that we are 
innocent until proven guilty. If there was 
undeniable proof that she was responsible 
for the murder, it would have been brought 
forward. If it can’t be proven, it is fair that 
she was found not guilty.

Indra Laksana
Realtor, Keller Williams

I think that from what I have read, she is 
probably guilty. But I wasn’t there, and I 
didn’t hear all the evidence that the jurors 
did. 

Claire Pauly
Teacher

I think it was the right verdict. From what 
I’ve seen and read, they didn’t have enough 
evidence to find her guilty.

Tracie Bailey
Software sales

I don’t know that it was necessarily the right 
verdict, but I did expect it. I don’t feel that 
they proved their case beyond a reasonable 
doubt; it was too circumstantial. 

Have a Streetwise question? E-mail editor@PleasantonWeekly.com
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Our local
news comes

at a (very low) 
price.

Weekly
Pleasanton

Print and Online
Today’s top stories & hot picks

Pleasanton Weekly

The Pleasanton Weekly may seem free, but 
it’s really not.

Supporting a staff of local journalists, 
publishing a weekly newspaper and 
operating a website with breaking news is 
an expensive undertaking … too expensive 
in an economy where the local businesses 
we rely on for advertising are struggling.

So after giving you more than 10 years of free 
news about our town, and creating a website 
that has become Pleasanton’s most popular 
local online destination, we’re asking you 

to share some of the costs of producing this 
journalism.

For as little at 17¢ a day ($5 a month) you 
can become a subscribing member of the 
Pleasanton Weekly. We’ll thank you in ads, 
invite you to special “members-only” events 
and send you a “Support Local Journalism” 
bumper sticker.

But most important, we’ll be able to keep 
providing Pleasanton with the award-
winning local reporting that any vibrant 
community needs.

To begin your membership, call us at 600-0840 

or go to SupportLocalJournalism.org/Pleasanton

and sign up online.

5506 Sunol Boulevard, Suite 100,  Pleasanton  (925) 600-0840 

Tim
e is

running out to 

becom
e a m

em
ber.

Sign up today!



Newsfront
‘Horsing Around’

 The Foundation for Axis 
Community Health invites ev-
eryone to an afternoon of Hors-
ing Around tomorrow with a ca-
tered buffet lunch, a “Best Hat” 
contest, drawing prizes and si-
lent auction, and a no-host bar, 
in addition to the full schedule 
of horse races. 
 Horsing Around takes place 
noon-6 p.m. July 9 at the 
Trackside Terrace. Tickets are 
$50 per person and include 
admission to the Fair; they 
may be purchased at www.ax-
ishealth.org or by calling 201-
6017. It benefits Axis Commu-
nity Health as the need rises for 
its medical care, mental health 
services and substance abuse 
counseling.

Deputies to shake 
things up
 Local deputy sheriffs will 
compete tonight in a first-ever 
“Sheriffs Bartending Showdown” 
at TGI Friday’s in Pleasanton to 
raise money and awareness for 
the CALICO (Child Abuse Lis-
tening, Interviewing and COor-
dination) Center. The cocktails 
made during the competition 
will be auctioned to the highest 
bidder, and drink donations will 
go directly to CALICO.
 All day the restaurant, 3999 
Santa Rita Road, is donating 
20% of its food sales to CALI-
CO, plus patrons can buy draw-
ing tickets with profits going 
directly to CALICO; prizes in-
clude Disneyland passes.
 For several weeks, sheriff 
deputies have been volunteer-
ing their off-duty time, training 
with professional bartenders to 
master the art of bottle flipping, 
tossing and mixing known as 
flairing, highlighted in the 1988 
Tom Cruise film, “Cocktail.” To-
night’s contest will run from 5 
p.m. until midnight.

Shabbat Service  
for all
 For the second year in a row, 
the entire Tri-Valley community 
is invited to join Congregation 
Beth Emek this evening as it 
moves its weekly Shabbat ob-
servance to Harvest Park at the 
intersection of Valley Avenue 
and Del Valle Parkway.
 The community dinner be-
gins at 6:30 p.m., with everyone 
bringing blankets, lawn chairs 
and picnic food to share. “In 
the spirit of Jewish tradition, we 
encourage you to follow kosher 
style principles with your meal,” 
said volunteer Scott Summer-
field in an email.
 Shabbat Service at 7:30 p.m. 
will include guitarists and sing-
ers with a light and friendly 
tone. At 8:15 p.m., host families 
will provide samplings of des-
serts and cold beverages.

DIGEST
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PHOTOS BY LISA LORENTZ

Old-fashioned fun on the Fourth
Andrew Dito, 1, enthusiastically waves his American flags at 
Pleasanton’s Fourth of July event, “Celebrating Freedom and its 
Evolution since the Revolution,” at Lions Wayside Park. Above 
left, Bob Williams directs the Pleasanton Community Concert 
Band in patriotic tunes while the crowd enjoys warm breezy 
weather that reached 88 degrees in the shade. 

 Alameda County Fair officials tentatively 
declared victory Sunday in their quest to 
break the record for the world’s largest ham-
burger. 
 The giant hamburger grilled at the Fair on 
Saturday weighed in at 777 pounds with all 
the trimmings, 187 pounds more than the 
previous record holder, said April Mitchell, 
event and marketing manager for the fair. All 
that remains now is for officials from Guin-
ness World Records to certify the results. 
 A crew of 10 people spent 13 hours cook-
ing the giant burger patty on the world’s larg-
est barbecue, owned by Juicys Outlaw BBQ, 
a mobile food and beverage company that 
serves large events. The grill is mounted on 
an 18-wheel, 72,000-pound truck. 
 The burger was cooked to an internal 
temperature of 160 degrees, and served with 
trimmings including a 110-pound bun, more 
than 50 pounds of cheese, more than 20 
pounds of onions, more than 12 pounds of 
pickles, and 30 pounds of lettuce. 
 Fairgoers were able to purchase bites of 

the burger for 99 cents, with proceeds going 
to the Alameda County Community Food 
Bank.
 “It was a wonderful event shared by the 
community,” Mitchell said.
 The burger was expected to be a total of 
1,375,000 calories, which is enough to feed 
one person for about 22.5 months. 

—Jeb Bing

Fair fun:  
Giant hamburger 

weighs in at  
777 pounds

Alameda County Fair seeks 
Guinness certification

JAY FLACHSBARTH 

With the burger safely in place, crew members 
add the finishing touches.

Livermore Lab acts 
on ‘open campus’ 

initiative
New computer center allows 
public to tap into advanced 

research, programs

BY JEB BING
 In an initiative that aims to boost the country’s 
economic competitiveness, Lawrence Livermore 
and Sandia national laboratories have opened the 
first phase of their new 110-acre “open campus” 
that will provide greater public access to research 
and advanced computer programs developed by 
the labs.
 Last week, federal, state and local representatives 
joined managers from the two laboratories in dedi-
cating the Livermore lab’s new High Performance 
Computing Innovation Center.
 “This new center opens a new era in Lawrence 
Livermore’s collaboration with universities and 
industry,” said LLNL’s Director George Miller. “We 
have a long history of mutually beneficial partner-
ships. These efforts will expand with the innovation 
center, which will create even greater opportuni-
ties for collaboration with corporate and academic 
partners to meet the nation’s important challenges 
through advances in technology.”
 The high performance computing center is part 
of the Livermore Valley Open Campus (LVOC), a 
complex located on Greenville Road between the 

See LAB on Page 7
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Alameda
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FREE CONCERTS 
(With Fair Admission)   

Two Shows Nightly - 6 pm and 8 pm

          July 9 - July 10     
 Tamale Tasting - SUNDAY, JULY 10
 Ballet Folklorico
 Salsa Day - SATURDAY, JULY 9
 Caribbean Flavor Cooking Demos
 Photo Exhibit
  Food Vendors
  Music & Dancing
 SALVADOR ZERBONI    

Autograph Signing
 Salsa Dancing
 Salsa Bands & Bachatta Music

              JULY
JULY 8 –  SURVIVOR
JULY 9 – WHISPERS 
JULY 10 –  TRACY LAWRENCE 
    

BY GLENN WOHLTMANN
 Members of the bricklayers union 
were out at the crack of dawn last 
Thursday protesting what they said 
were poor pay and inadequate safe-
ty measures for construction work-
ers at the building site of the new 
Safeway “Lifestyle” store at Bernal 
and Valley avenues.
 “D.L. Masonry does not meet 
area wage and standards. They’re 
not a union company,” said Troy 
Garland, a representative of Brick-
layers and Allied Crafts Local 3. 
“There are safety issues as well.”
 He said workers at the site are 
not wearing respirators when need-
ed and that there are problems with 
scaffolding.
 “We take safety concerns very 
seriously,” said Safeway Spokes-
woman Susan M. Houghton. “We 
will take that up immediately with 
our contractor.” Houghton could 
not be reached about whether any 
safety issues were found.
 About a dozen union members 
walked a picket line on Bernal Av-
enue where trucks enter and leave 
the construction site, alongside a 
10-foot-tall inflatable rat bearing 
the sign “simply unfair.”
 Garland said while Safeway stores 
themselves are largely unionized, 
many of the companies it hires for 
construction and other work are 
not.
 “We’d like Safeway to hire good 
local contractors,” he said.
 Houghton said, though, that 
choosing a contractor is more about 
picking the right vendor for the 
project than guaranteeing union 
jobs at each construction site.
 “We do a very thorough and 
competitive bid process,” she said. 
“On a typical construction site 
you’re going to see a mix of union 
and non-union vendors.”

 Garland said Greg Feere, CEO of 
the Contra Costa Building Trades 
Council, is in discussions with 
Safeway about the local issue, as 
well as similar ones in Contra Costa 
and Santa Clara counties.
 Garland later explained that, “If 

Safeway does not improve on the 
contractors they hire, there will 
probably be more actions taken 
against them by different organiza-
tions throughout the Bay Area.”
 D.L. Masonry could not be 
reached for comment. 

Picketers protest wages, 
safety issues at building site

Bricklayers union threatens larger actions against Safeway

GLENN WOHLTMANN

Standing alongside a giant inflatable rat, members of BAC (Bricklayers and Al-
lied Crafts) Local 3 picket D.L. Masonry at the construction site of Safeway’s 
new store on Bernal Avenue. 

 Parking has gotten better at 24 
Hour Fitness’s new facility on Wil-
low Road, but there are still prob-
lems during peak hours, according 
to some members. They were also 
expecting things to get worse with 
the end of shuttle service from the 
gym’s old building on W. Las Posi-
tas Boulevard and the closing of 
that gym on July 5.
 Still, there doesn’t seem to be the 
same kind of slow crawl through 
the lot in search of parking that 
was the norm, not the exception, 
when the club opened in January. 
A statement from 24 Hour Fitness 
says a number of changes have 
been made to solve the parking 
problem.
 “Over the past several months, 
24 Hour Fitness has worked to 
resolve the parking situation at its 

Pleasanton Super-Sport club and 
remains committed to making the 
club easily accessible to our mem-
bers in the area,” the statement 
reads. “In doing so, we are happy 
to provide our members with addi-
tional parking options, including: 
complimentary valet parking from 
8 a.m. to 9 p.m. on weekdays and 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m. on weekends; addi-
tional parking at neighboring busi-
ness Polycom (4750 Willow Road) 
on weekdays after 6 p.m. and all 
day on weekends and holidays, and 
all 24 Hour Fitness employees and 
personnel are instructed to park 
off-site to ensure members have full 
access to the club’s parking lot.”
 All that hasn’t actually solved the 
parking problem, according to a 
number of members.
 “The reality of the situation 

shows you still have not resolved 
it,” wrote Dan Carroll in an email. 
“Members want to park their own 
cars and do not want to hear they 
have to wait until after 6 p.m. or 
use valet parking.”
 Carroll said he’d continued to use 
the old gym because of the parking 
situation, and expects parking to 
get even worse now because that’s 
no longer an option.
 He’s not alone. At least one 
person pointed out on the Town 
Square forum at PleasantonWeekly.
com that the problem continues.
 However, Pleasanton Planning 
Manager Janice Stern said of, no 
one has brought a complaint to the 
Planning Commission, which was 
involved when the parking issue 
first came up earlier this year. 

—Glenn Wohltmann

Complaints continue about parking 
at health club

Members worry problem could worsen with closing of old facility
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We love Milgard Tuscany’s SmartTouch™ lock with its sleek, low 

profile; so effortless to use it received an Arthritis Foundation® 

Ease-of-Use Commendation. And Milgard backs every window 

with an impressive Full Lifetime Warranty that includes glass 

breakage for as long as you own and reside in your home.

Impressive lock. Impressive warranty.
Remodeling Made Easy... Done Right!

FREE Upgrade to Pureview Screens!
Call today for a complementary in-home quote.
Don’t forget to mention this ad for your free upgrade.

925-449-5643  www.cwdinc.com

2677 Old 1st St.
Livermore, CA 94550

License # 573470

IMAGE  YO UR IMAGINATIO NDESIGN & COMMUNICATION PROFESSIONALS

Jonathan Savell M.D., Michael Gagnon M.D.
Stanford Medical School Faculty

Gina Trentacosti O.D., Jimmy Yip O.D.

925-449-4000925-460-5000

www.ValleyEyeCareCenter.com

Caring for the Tri Valley Since 1975

Do you have dry eyes?
Dry eye is one of the most common 
eye problems, especially in women 
over the age of 40. Dry eye IS a 
treatable condition; schedule a 
consultation today with Dr. Michael 
Gagnon, a corneal specialist, to see 
what treatment is best for you.   

See Your Best! 
Look Your Best!

BY GLENN WOHLTMANN
 Congressman Jerry McNerney (D-
Pleasanton) is warning that health 
care costs for the elderly could dou-
ble if a bill proposed by a Wisconsin 
Republican goes through.
 Speaking in a telephone town 
hall with constituents on Tuesday, 
McNerney said Paul Ryan’s plan to 
offer vouchers to seniors to replace 
Medicare would continue the cur-
rent problems with rising health 
care costs. He said those rises have 
been averaging 15-20% a year.
 McNerney is an active supporter 
of the health care reform package 
that passed last year. People called 
in from across his district, including 
a number from Pleasanton, and were 
introduced by first names only.
 Kay of Pleasanton worried that 
the Medicare reform package is 
too expensive to the federal gov-
ernment and asked what changes 
could be made to make it more 
affordable.
 “Health care costs are increas-
ing,” McNerney acknowledged. 
“We will reach a point where it 
starts causing problems with our 
federal budget.”
 Ryan’s bill is part of his overall 
plan to reduce federal spending 
on entitlement programs includ-
ing Social Security and Medicare. 
Under his bill, people who enroll 
in Medicare after 2020 would re-
ceive a fixed contribution from the 
federal government rather than a 

benefit package, like those who 
are currently receiving Medicare. 
Those later enrollees would apply 
their entitlement against the cost of 
health insurance.
 Health care reform — often 
called Obamacare — has been 
under increasing scrutiny after last 
year’s elections, which led to a Re-
publican majority in Congress.
 However, McNerney said that by 
reducing “waste, fraud and abuse,” 
the costs would become more man-
ageable.
 “There’s a lot of things in our cur-
rent reform package that will reduce 
the cost of Medicare over the next 
10 years or so,” McNerney said.
 Pleasanton resident Timothy 
worried about coverage under the 
voucher system proposed by Ryan.
 “Is there something that says if 
we go to that kind of system that 
the insurers do have to insure us 
and make it affordable?” he asked.
 McNerney said that’s one of the 
problems with Ryan’s plan.
 “History has shown that when 
people have price support (as in 
the voucher plan) in the system, 
the insurance companies just raise 
their rates,” he said. “What I want 
to do is make sure that we continue 
with our current Medicare plan. The 
overhead is low. It’s very efficient.”
 Connie of Pleasanton was con-
cerned about prescription prices; 
she noted that the current health 
care reform package blocked the 

federal government from negotiat-
ing prices with drug companies, 
although that’s already being done 
by the military.
 McNerney pointed out that while 
that was originally not allowed, the 
reform package will allow the gov-
ernment to negotiate in the future, 
which would reduce prescription 
prices “significantly.”
 The number of doctors available 
for Medicare patients was worri-
some for both Virginia of Dublin 
and Pleasanton resident Trinity.
 “Will the insurance companies 
have doctors working for them? It’s 
hard today to find a doctor who’s 
taking Medicare right now,” Vir-
ginia said.
 Trinity pointed out that there’s 
already a backlog for doctors who 
can see Medicare patients or people 
with disabilities, who are also cov-
ered under the plan.
 McNerney said the health care 
reform package has taken that into 
consideration by giving new doc-
tors financial incentives to become 
generalists and not specialists.
 “We need to make sure there’s 
enough primary care physicians 
out there to met the needs of the 
American people,” he said. “You 
don’t want folks to have to wait 
months to see a physician.”
 McNerney added that wellness 
programs that keep people healthy 
and out of doctors offices and hos-
pitals are also part of the plan. 

two laboratories. In addition to 
LLNL and Sandia, the open cam-
pus partnership also includes the 
U.S. Department of Energy and the 
National Security Administration.
 “The LVOC will position the 
two laboratories to more fully ad-
dress their broad national security 
mission,” explained James (Buck) 
Koonce, a senior advisor at the 
Livermore Lab.
 He said the national agencies 
and the labs “recognize that many 
national security issues are too im-
portant and complex to leave out 
the broader participation by the 
talented scientist and engineers in 
universities and industries.
 “We need their contributions 
to expand and deepen the basic 
research related to national se-
curity in areas such as trans-
portation, energy cyber security, 
high-performance computing and 
nonproliferation.”
 Congressman Jerry McNerney 
(D-Pleasanton) agreed. Speaking 
at the dedication ceremony of the 
new High Performance Computing 
Innovation Center, he pointed out 
that the missions of the two neigh-
boring laboratories are changing.
 “That means collaborating with 
local businesses by sharing the 
scientific expertise and technology 
developed by the laboratories with 
businesses not only in terms of 
national security but in terms of 
production and manufacturing,” 
he said.

 “The Tri-Valley and the Bay Area 
represent the most innovative cor-
ner of the entire world and this col-
laboration we’re seeing today will 
allow us to maintain that position,” 
he added. “This will benefit not 
only our national security but also 
our local region by creating jobs.”
 Congressman John Garamendi 
(D-Walnut Grove), whose district 
includes both the Lawrence Liv-
ermore and Sandia laboratories, 
called the opening of the new com-
puting center “a special day” for the 
region and the country.
 “With this computing center here 

and with this open campus and the 
research that will be blossoming in 
this area we are going to grow the 
economy here in the Tri-Valley area 
and beyond,” he said. “We now 
utilize the research tools we have 
here to develop new businesses. 
This will be a key part of the future 
of the entire region.”
 LLNL Director Miller said the 
new computing innovation center 
represents the first step in the cre-
ation of the Livermore Valley Open 
Campus collaboration zone being 
developed on the Livermore lab’s 
east side. 

Town hall addresses health care reform in U.S.
Congressman discusses bill to change Medicare

LAB
Continued from Page 5

JACKIE MCBRIDE, LLNL

Lawrence Livermore Laboratory managers join local representatives in dedicat-
ing new high performance computing center on Greenville Road. From left to 
right are Sam Brinker, NNSA’s Livermore Site Office; Congressman John Gara-
mendi (D-Walnut Creek); LLNL Deputy Director Tom Gioconda; Congressman 
Jerry McNerney (D-Pleasanton), and Livermore Mayor Marshall Kamena.
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Get motorcycles 
off Main

Dear Editor,
 I am writing in to report my 
opinion. Main Street Pleasanton 
is a great place to eat dinner 
with your family or hang out 
with friends, even take walks. 

But these are all ruined when a 
motorcycle comes down the street 
and makes it impossible to hear 
or enjoy the surroundings that 
Main Street has to offer.
  I propose that a law should 
be passed saying motorcycles 
should not be allowed on Main 
Street. If not, maybe even just a 
notification to bikers saying that 
they are bothering people in the 
area.

Richard Nicholas

LETTERS

Opinion

We’re not saying the purportedly nonpartisan Citi-
zen’s Redistricting Commission pulled a fast one, 
but its release of dozens of new “visualizations” 

(maps) last Friday just before the three-day Independence 
Day weekend is suspicious. Many voters and politicians, 
including a few good reporters, were already off celebrat-
ing. Paul Mitchell of Redistricting Partners, a Democrat, 
former legislative staffer and now a consultant focusing 
on legislative races and independent expenditures, points 
out that the way to bury a story is to give it to the media 
before a holiday weekend. Either by design or mistake, 
that’s exactly what the commission did, releasing scores 
of redrawn district maps as its busy week ended. Mitchell 
said this avoided the spotlight from anyone with a family 
or a social life.
 The state commission has now reconvened, holding daily 
hearings until next Thursday when it is scheduled to re-
lease yet another set of redistricting maps. This should be 
fun to watch as the Democratic, Republican and nonparti-
san members field the heavy criticism already being vented 
while still maintaining the necessary super-majority of 9 of 
14 votes to achieve final approval.
 The 14-member commission is responsible for redraw-
ing the boundaries of California’s congressional, Board of 
Equalization, state senate and assembly districts based on 
2010 Census data and public input, and also in compliance 
with the federal Voting Rights Act, which protects against 
“minority vote dilution.” A Latino rights group already has 
called the June 10 first redistricting drafts a “worst case 
scenario for Latinos,” noting that Latinos stand to lose 
a congressional seat despite accounting for 90% of the 
state’s growth over the last 10 years. The African American 
Redistricting Collaborative is urging the commission to 
recognize its population strengths and draw redistricting 
maps accordingly. The Asian Pacific American Legal Center 
is working closely to present a united case to the commis-
sion.
 Here in the Tri-Valley, it’s still unclear where the boundar-
ies are in the 10th, 11th and 13th congressional districts, 
represented by Congressmen John Garamendi, Jerry Mc-
Nerney and Pete Stark, respectively. Last Thursday, State 
Assemblywoman Joan Buchanan seemed surprised to learn 
that her district boundaries that had been expanded to 
include Dublin and Pleasanton had already been redrawn 
back into Contra Costa County. As for Pleasanton’s once 
three-Assembly districts, it appears to be not in any, at least 
for the time being.
 Unfortunately for the reading public, all this confusion 
comes on the heels of a glowing analysis of California’s 
new way of drawing political maps in the June 18 issue of 
The Economist, a British magazine that is not usually kind 
to the political structure and activities of our state. It calls 
the chaos among California’s incumbent politicians a “good 
sign,” with the new lines of the state’s 177 congressional 
districts being finalized by a “genuinely independent com-
mission of citizens, not by state legislators.” As charges of 
favoritism along political, ethnic and special interest lines 
intensify in the coming week, we’ll see if The Economist is 
right in recommending our new system to other states.  

Redistricting: Right or wrong?
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POLICE REPORT

The Pleasanton Police Department 
made the following information avail-
able. Under the law, those charged 
with offenses are considered innocent 
until convicted.

June 29
Theft

■ 9:17 a.m. in the 5100 block of 
Golden Road; petty theft

■ 10:01 a.m. in the 1600 block of W. 
Lagoon Road; mail theft

■ 1:10 p.m. in the 6000 block of Big 
Bend Court; identity theft

■ 3:27 p.m. in the 1000 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; grand theft

■ 8:54 p.m. in the 600 block of 
Junipero Street; misappropriation of 
property

■ 10:30 p.m. in the 3800 block of Old 
Santa Rita Road; petty theft

Auto burglary

■ 5:58 a.m. in the 2300 block of Willet 
Way

■ 8:10 a.m. in the 3500 block of Helen 
Drive

Vandalism

■ 2:36 p.m. in the 5800 block of 
Parkside Drive

■ 11:12 p.m. in the 4100 block of 
Amberwood Cir; vandalism, battery

Drug/alcohol violations

■ 4:18 p.m. at the intersection of 
Hopyard Road and Owens Drive; 
public intoxication, drugs

■ 4:49 p.m. at the intersection of Main 
Street and W. Neal Street; public 
drunkenness

■ 7:51 p.m. at the intersection of 
Harvest Circle and Winter Court; pos-
session of alcohol by a minor

■ 11:27 p.m. at the intersection of 
Valley Avenue and Hansen Drive; DUI

June 30
Robbery

■ 12:21 a.m. in the 3800 block of 
Vineyard Avenue

Theft

■ 10:33 a.m. in the 5100 block of 

Rappolla Court; grand theft

■ 4:18 p.m. in the 1400 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft

■ 4:41 p.m. in the 2300 block of 
Sandpiper Way; petty theft

Battery

■ 6:39 a.m. in the 5300 block of 
Hopyard Road

July 1
Theft

■ 9:17 a.m. in the 5500 block of 
Johnson Drive; petty theft

■ 12:01 p.m. in the 5500 block of W. 
Las Positas Boulevard; petty theft

Vandalism

■ 4:39 p.m. in the 3200 block of Curtis 
Circle

Drug/alcohol violations

■ 5:34 p.m. at the intersection of Peters 
Avenue and St. Mary Street; DUI

July 2
Theft

■ 6:20 a.m. in the 4600 block of 
Sandalwood Drive; petty theft

■ 8:34 a.m. in the 4300 block of 
Muirwood Drive; petty theft

■ 4:12 p.m. in the 1000 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft, 
vandalism

■ 4:58 and 5:40 p.m. in the 2200 block 
of Stoneridge Mall Road; grand theft

■ 8:31 p.m. in the 3200 block of 
Runnymede Court; petty theft

Vandalism

■ 7:32 a.m. in the 7400 block of Alder 
Court

Drug/alcohol violations

■ 12:40 a.m. in the 4100 block of 
Tassajara Road; DUI

■ 3:49 a.m. in the 3100 block of 
Thistledown Ct; public drunkenness

■ 4:40 p.m. at the intersection of 
Hopyard Ave and Arthur Dr; public 
drunkenness

■ 8:36 p.m. in the 1500 block of Calle 
Santa Anna; under the influence of a 
controlled substance

July 3
Theft

■ 10:43 a.m. in the 3400 block of 
Andrews Drive; grand theft

Drug/alcohol violations

■ 12:29 a.m. at the intersection of 
Valley Avenue and Crestline Road; 
DUI

■ 1:23 a.m. in the 6400 block of Owens 
Drive; marijuana possession

■ 1:41 a.m. at the intersection of Santa 
Rita Road and Valley Avenue; public 
drunkenness

■ 6:36 p.m. in the 5100 block of 
Hopyard Road; under the influence of 
a controlled substance, paraphernalia 
possession 

July 4
Vandalism

■ 1:30 p.m. in the 4000 block of 
Pimlico Drive

■ 4:15 p.m. in the 3700 block of 
Stoneridge Drive

Drug/alcohol violations

■ 12:33 a.m. at the intersection of 
Francisco Street and Santa Rita Road; 
DUI

■ 1:13 a.m. at the intersection of  
Danbury Park Drive and Valley 
Avenue; DUI

■ 1:17 a.m. at the intersection of W. 
Las Positas Boulevard; DUI

■ 6:24 p.m. in the 4500 block of 
Pleasanton Ave; public drunkenness

July 5
Theft

■ 8:40 a.m. in the 4500 block of 
Rosewood Drive; petty theft

■ 3:39 p.m. in the 5600 block of 
Stoneridge Drive; grand theft

Illegal weapon

■ 12:45 a.m. in the 1100 block of 
Santa Rita Road

Auto burglary

■ 8:03 a.m. in the 4900 block of 
Pleasanton Avenue

■ 9:13 p.m. in the 3900 block of Santa 
Rita Road

Makeshift bomb found on 
First Street

 A Molotov cocktail was discovered near the Pleasan-
ton Farmers Market on July 2, a police report said.
 The makeshift bomb was found behind a vehicle at 
about 10:49 a.m. in the 4700 block of First Street, ac-
cording to the report, which described the device as a 
2-liter plastic bottle apparently filled with gasoline and 
with a gasoline-soaked rag partway inside. The Liver-

more-Pleasanton Fire Department responded and the 
bottle is being shipped to a laboratory for fingerprinting. 
There are no suspects, the report said.
 In other police reports:
 A person doing massage at an establishment in the 
4400 block of Black Avenue has been cited for inap-
propriate conduct.
 Pleasanton police officers, following up on prior vio-
lations, sent an undercover officer into Asian Massage 
Therapy for a compliance check. About 45 minutes 
into the session, the woman performing the massage 
touched the officer improperly. The woman was cited 
for prohibited conduct, and the establishment was cited 
with failing to meet its operating responsibilities.

POLICE BULLETIN

Madeline Margaret 
Tonda

 Madeline Tonda died June 21 
in the company of her family in 
Pleasanton, after a long battle with 
Parkinson’s disease. She was 88.
 She was born and raised in Santa 
Barbara, the youngest of five chil-
dren of Henry and Eugenia Favro. 

She graduated from Santa Barbara 
High School and worked in Los 
Angeles as a secretary during World 
War II. She met her future husband, 
Oliver from Renton, Wash., through 
a blind date arranged by family 
friends. They married in 1942 and 
moved to Washington for a brief 
time before settling in Alhambra, 
Calif. She was an avid tennis player, 
swimmer and an enthusiastic bowl-
er, and also loved to travel. 
 Ms. Tonda is survived by her two 
children, Kathy Helfrich of Pleasan-
ton and Gary Tonda of New York 

City and their 
spouses Joe 
and Linda; four 
grandchildren 
and their spous-
es, and two great-
grandchildren. A 
funeral Mass was 
celebrated June 
26 at St. Augustine’s Catholic Church 
in Pleasanton, with interment at Cal-
vary Cemetery in Santa Barbara on 
June 29. Donations can be made 
to Hope Hospice, 6377 Clark Ave., 
Suite 100, Dublin 94568.

OBITUARIES

POLICE BULLETIN & LOG ● OBITUARIES ● BIRTHS & WEDDINGS

Community Pulse  ● Transitions

WEEKLY MEETING NOTICES

The above represents a sampling of upcoming meeting items. 
For complete information, please visit  

www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/community/calendar

Planning Commission
Wednesday, July 13, 2011 at 7:00 p.m.
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

PUD-82, David DiDonato, Donato Builders, Inc.

 Application for Rezoning of an approximately 1.17 acre site 
located at 4171 and 4189 Stanley Boulevard from R-1-6,500 
(One-Family Residential) District to the PUD HDR (Planned Unit 
Development – High Density Residential) District and for Planned 
Unit Development (PUD) Development Plan approval to construct 
13 detached single family homes.
PCUP-185/P11-0043, Generations HealthCare

 Applications for:  (1) a modification to a previously approved 
Conditional Use Permit (UP 71 3, Pleasanton Convalescent Hospital) 
to increase the number of beds from the approved 129 to the 
currently operating 139 at the existing convalescent facility; and (2) 
Design Review approval for on site modifications, including removing 
existing landscaping to add 10 parking spaces and removing the 
existing freestanding tower element located near the southwest 
corner of the building.  The facility is located at 300 Neal Street.

Library Commission
Thursday, July 14, 2011 at 7:00 p.m.
Library Conference Room, 400 Old Bernal Avenue

Parks & Recreation Commission
Thursday, July 14, 2011 at 7:00 p.m.
Alviso Adobe Community Park, 3465 Old Foothill Rd.

2011

General Information
Youth Master Plan Oversight Committee

was adopted by the Pleasanton City Council and Pleasanton Unified 
School District in August 2010.  The implementation of the Youth 

Department.

The Oversight Committee is made of up nine (9) members including; 
two (2) Youth Commissioners; one (1) Youth at large member in grade 
6-12,  one (1) non-profit youth organization member; one (1) business 
community representative and four (4) parent-at-large positions that 
have children who are either in pre-school, elementary, middle-school 

directly to the Youth Commission and meets 3-4 times a year to receive 
updates from staff, provide input and make recommendations to the Youth 

Committee Members will be appointed at the September 14, 2011 
Youth Commission meeting

ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  
AND PUBLIC COMMENT IS WELCOME

The following Pleasanton births 
were reported by ValleyCare 
Health Systems for June:
■ Danielle and Brian Ritter, a 
boy, June 11
■ Julie and Anthony Briden-
baugh, a boy, June 22

BIRTHS
“Like” 
us on



Page 10 July 8, 2011 Pleasanton Weekly

PEOPLE AND LIFESTYLES IN OUR COMMUNITYLiving

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
 What started out as an intense drama in a police 
station has evolved into a movie with a message.
 Co-writers Scott Cornfield and Erik Colandone, 
who met when working at the San Jose Police De-
partment, were planning an independent short film 
showing one night in an interrogation room. But dur-
ing the writing, “In the Box” developed into a story 
about a suspect, back from multiple tours in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, who the detectives begin to realize is 
suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder.
 It’s being produced by Reel Good Pictures, a pro-
duction company owned by Cornfield and his part-
ner John Reinert. 
 “We discovered that our real theme — more im-
portant than our original story — was that PTSD is 
another reminder that perhaps we train our warriors 
for battle but not for peace,” Cornfield said. 

 Police, especially in larger cities, run into a lot of 
PTSD, he explained.
 “It’s a form of mental illness, and we deal with a lot 
of mental illness,” Cornfield said. 
 The movie ends with information on where suffer-
ers can get help. 
 The script for “In the Box” took two years to com-
plete and the men wrote and rewrote as the characters 
grew.
 “In screenwriting it can take a long time to figure 
out what your story is,” Cornfield said. 
 Then it was more months finding the crew and ac-
tors, meanwhile working on funding.
 Cornfield, Colandone and Reinert — three guys 
with a combined 60 years of law enforcement — 
sought support for “In the Box” via Kickstarters.com, 
a website that posts art projects for funding, after re-
viewing the applications. The deadline to contribute 
was July 7, and their goal was $3,750. 
 Funds will go mostly toward feeding the 15-mem-
ber cast and crew, which is also about 15, Cornfield 
said with a laugh. “Everybody’s a volunteer.”
 Cornfield, who lives in Pleasanton with his wife 
Sandi, joined the San Jose Police Department in 1980 
and two years later was making videos. Throughout 
the years he has shot everything from weddings to 
travel films.

 “It started as a hobby, then become a job,” he 
said.
 He also enrolled in the UCLA Professional Program 
in Screenwriting to hone those skills and wrote two 
scripts during the course of study.
 “In the Box,” at 31 minutes, is long for a short film, 
Cornfield noted. And there aren’t many venues for 
short films except festivals.
 “There are tons of film fests,” he said. “We’ll pick 
and choose which to enter.”
 His “Children of Alcatraz,” a one-hour film that 
combines interviews with subjects who grew up on 
the prison island with footage from news reels, won 
Best Documentary of 2005 in the Danville Interna-
tional Children’s Film Festival.
 Cornfield also placed first a few years ago in the 
California Independent Film Festival’s Iron Film-
maker Contest, where he had to create a three-minute 
film in 24 hours.
 Although that was fun, said Cornfield, it is frustrat-
ing to create a film that is good but could have been 
great. He had the luxury of time with “In the Box.”
 Although this project is serious, Cornfield says his 
first love is comedy. He did standup while in college and 
is in an improv troupe called Freedom of Espresso.
 “In the Box” will begin shooting July 31 with an 
Army base scene at Ford Ord, where his son attends 
CSU Monterey Bay and whose condo was once base 
housing. Then it’s on to Dublin, where the India Spice 
House will serve as a convenience store for the film. 
Bar scenes will be shot at Gallagher’s in Dublin for 
the exterior and the Blue Bar in Livermore for the 
interior. Goodwill offices in San Jose will serve as the 
police department set.
 “I’m very excited,” Cornfield said. “The scariest 
part was, can we get good actors? We got really good 
people.”
 They plan to finish shooting in September. Then 
there will be the editing and adding original music. 
His sons Clint and Ty, 23 and 22, are musicians so 
they may help.
 “We’re so lucky we can do this. It’s an important 
subject and fun to do,” Cornfield said.
 He is hoping that someone will pick up the short 
film and expand it so the message will reach a larger 
audience. The government is doing more than it’s 
ever done to help those suffering from PTSD, Corn-
field said, after statistics showed the rising suicide 
rate of returning GIs.
 “So many people are coming back now after mul-
tiple tours,” he commented. “We’re hoping the movie 
will make PTSD more known and lead people to get 
help.” 

Filmmakers highlight 
post-traumatic 
stress disorder

COURTESY REEL GOOD PICTURES

“In the Box” writer/director Scott Cornfield (left) and di-
rector of photography John Reinert test the lighting on 
actor Daryl Todaro, who plays soldier Brandon Clark. 
As he is interrogated after being arrested in a bar, police 
begin to realize that he is suffering from post-traumatic 
stress disorder.

but not for peace
trained for battle
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Next up: 
high school
Incoming freshmen 

are excited but 
apprehensive

BY KATIE LYNESS
 For recent eighth-grade gradu-
ates, this summer is not just for 
traveling, seeing friends, and re-
laxing. It is also for anticipating 
their upcoming high school expe-
rience.
 While some 
students look 
forward to 
meeting new 
friends and 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g 
in high school 
sports teams 
and clubs, oth-
ers are more in-
terested in em-
barking upon a 
highly challenging academic cur-
riculum. Some students moving 
on to high school feel confident 
that they are socially and emo-
tionally prepared, but for other 
students it is the complete oppo-
site as they worry about how the 
next four years will play out for 
them.
 Whether students entering 
high school are excited for it or 
not, they all have expectations 
and many even have goals that 
will motivate them to succeed 
in high school. Apprehensions 
about high school may scare some 
students, but luckily they have 
their whole summer to prepare 
for their new high school experi-
ence. It is hard for students to 
not wonder this summer about 
what going to high school will be 
like, they hear so many different 
rumors and stories.
 Kat Zhao, a recent eighth-grade 
graduate from Pleasanton Middle 
School, expects that high school 
will be challenging and that she 
will be exposed to new encoun-
ters. She also is eager to make new 
friends and join school clubs.
 Another incoming ninth-grader 
is Chloe Smith, 
who attended 
Hart Middle 
School and will 
be a student at 
Amador Val-
ley High. She 
is also looking 
forward to see-
ing old friends 
and making 
new ones.
 Chloe said she knows that the 
transition from middle to high 
school will be difficult in the 
beginning but will definitely be-
come easier once she becomes ac-
customed to the changes, particu-
larly the greater number of stu-
dents and the size of the school.
 Chloe says her eighth-grade 
teachers gave her important ad-
vice : “to plan ahead with school 
assignments, so that she’ll stay 
organized and won’t create stress-
ful situations for herself by being 
unprepared.” Chloe said she is 

taking this advice to heart. 
 While incoming freshmen are 
receiving advice from just about 
everyone, possibly the most im-
portant advice comes from recent 
high school graduates who ex-
perienced entering high school 
themselves not so long ago.
 Melissa Bonnel, who graduated 
from Foothill High in 2008 and 
currently at-
tends San Jose 
State University 
while working 
at Pleasanton’s 
Valley Humane 
Society, says 
that the most 
important ad-
vice she can 
give is to “be 
yourself.”
 As obvious as this may sound, 
Melissa believes it is important 
because her own high school ex-
perience would have been much 
better had someone stressed this 
to her beforehand. Melissa re-
members simply trying to fit in 
throughout high school and con-
form to others’ expectations of 
“normal.”
 Though she describes her 
high school experience as being 
“good,” she encourages incoming 
ninth-graders to be comfortable 
just being themselves because 
they will have a much better time 
that way. 
 “In high school you try to be 
this perfect, pretty, skinny person 
that high school wants you to 
be, but in college you can just be 
who you want to be, which feels 
good,” she said.
 She thinks that in high school 
many people lose themselves by 
becoming carried away with fit-
ting in, but in college they can 
finally find their own identity 
again.
 Sarah Lewis, 
who also gradu-
ated from Foot-
hill High School 
in 2008 and 
now attends 
Brown Univer-
sity, does not 
recall receiving 
any good ad-
vice before she 
entered high 
school, and she was the oldest 
child in her family so she had 
no one whose example she could 
learn from.
 She agrees with Melissa that im-
portant advice would have been 
to be herself and to put most of 
her effort into academics. Having 
now completed high school, she 
has other advice to offer, too.
 First, she believes high-school-
ers who are often insecure about 
their capabilities should begin 
their new endeavors with confi-
dence.
 Also she believes that maintain-
ing a sense of perspective on each 
situation is important because it 
is easy to become mired in activi-
ties that you do not care for but 
feel a need to participate in be-
cause of friends and classmates.
 If you’re content with doing 
what everyone else is doing, that’s 
great, Sarah says, but most people 
would have a better time if they 

were being true to themselves 
rather than succumbing to peer 
pressure.
 Instead, she says, it is best to 
use high school as a tool to learn 
about your own interests so you 
can identify who you actually 
want to be and where you want 
to end up in life.
 “There are so many people and 
places to choose from!” she said.
 Sarah says she gives this advice 
because she wishes in high school 
she had just been herself.
 “I came to college and was 
finally surrounded by oodles 
of other nerds, and wish that 
I had just embraced the Magic 
Card playing and the Dungeons 
and Dragons excursions in high 
school instead of being worried 
that those weren’t cool pursuits,” 
she said, “because they are buck-
ets of fun, and I probably would 
have made some enjoyable con-
nections with those classmates 
that I instead overlooked.”
 “Whoever you are, there is 
someone else who shares your 
concept of fun, be it raging par-

ties or Monopoly tournaments. 
Embrace all of your choices as 
your own, and don’t be afraid 
to go after what you want,” she 
added.
 In short, the lesson Sarah passes 
along is to remember to do what 
you love. Additionally, Sarah rec-
ommends to incoming freshmen 
that they think outside the norm 
because anything can be done.
 “The world is full of cool 
things,” she said. “No reason to 
wait until you are out of the 
house to learn about them.”
 Her last piece of advice is: 
“Good luck, have fun, ditch the 
‘shoulds,’ embrace exploration, 
and have a great next four years!”
 Many teachers encourage their 
eighth-grade students to get ex-
cited about high school and also 
offered their own personal ad-
vice for the future beyond high 
school. At Pleasanton Middle 
School, eighth-grade language 
arts teacher Kathy Nichols hand-
ed out a copy of a speech by 
Mary Schmich entitled, “Every-
body’s Free.”

 This speech not only gives ad-
vice for high school but also dis-
penses common sense advice for 
life, including, “Don’t feel guilty 
if you don’t know what you want 
to do with your life,” and “Don’t 
congratulate yourself too much or 
berate yourself, either.” Nichols 
thinks that the speech is mean-
ingful plus easy for everyone to 
understand and appreciate.
 Many times students think of 
their high school years as being 
amusing, confusing, overwhelm-
ing and just plain crazy — it will 
be interesting for those who are 
new to see what will happen dur-
ing their high school years.
 Hopefully, this year’s freshmen 
who are graduating in 2015 will 
be able to derive something in-
sightful from their high school 
experience and have some wise 
advice of their own to offer in 
four short years.
—Katie Lyness is a youth correspon-
dent for the Pleasanton Weekly. She 

just completed the eighth grade at 
Pleasanton Middle School and will 

attend Amador Valley High.

LIVING

Katie Lyness

Chloe Smith

Sarah Lewis

Melissa Bonnel
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Zebras were meant to 

be something that could 

generate minor income 

as opposed to horses, 

which eat money.
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STORY AND PHOTOS BY JESSICA LIPSKY

Commuters along the 680 corridor can feast their eyes 
on a variety of sights — rolling hills, signs for ostrich 
eggs off Sunol Boulevard and emus in Alamo — that 
are often more exciting than the bumper stickers on 

the car in front of them. But some of the Tri-Valley’s most exotic 
attractions are slightly off the beaten path. 
 Jim and Kathy Stewart live on the west side of the Tri-Valley 
where they share 450 acres of land with a veritable menagerie 
of animals — a wild kingdom that snorts, brays and barks.
 “They’re just such beautiful animals,” says Kathy, a researcher 
at Children’s Hospital Oakland and a long-time Valley resident.
 Kathy’s family, the Muellers, were early settlers to the valley 
and helped develop Las Trampas Stables and Little Hills Ranch 
in San Ramon.
 The Stewarts own three Grants and Plains zebras — Zelda, 
Zara and Zeus — along with 20 ostriches, 100 cattle, border 
collies and a “zonkey.” They raise cattle for beef and routinely 
use their bovine facilities for herding their zebras, which, at one 
point, numbered seven.
 “Some people will just want a pair because they have acres 
that need to be grazed and want something pretty on them,” 
Kathy says.
 “Zebras were meant to be something that could generate 
minor income as opposed to horses, which eat money,” says 
Jim, a large animal veterinarian and professor at Carrington 
College in Hayward. 
 California has strict rules on the sale of equine products such 
as meat and hides. 
 “You can’t sell zebra products, so they’re worth considerably 
more alive than they are for skin,” Jim adds.
 The Stewarts primarily keep their hoofstock for grazing or 
sale to other farm families. While they have had approximately 
16 zebras since 1995, the Stewarts estimate that only 20 other 
Bay Area residents own the African equids. 
 “I always knew people who brought their zebras into Davis 
(during vet school residency) and I thought they were neat. My 
wife’s been on horses since before she could walk, so it seemed 
to be a good fit,” Jim says.
 While Zelda, Zara and Zeus aren’t halter or saddle broken 
— meaning they can’t be ridden or led with a harness — the 
Stewarts have sold baby zebras to Southern California residents 
who will train the animals to show. Because training can be a 
lengthy and time-consuming process, Jim and Kathy prefer to 

acclimate their zebras to people and noise to make them more 
“workable” animals.
 Though the result is a tame animal that can be petted and 
hand fed, “they’re still wild animals and not all people should 
have them,” Jim says. 
 Jim and Kathy haven’t had any problems with their zebras in 
more than 15 years and said most issues come from passers-by 
who will stop and ogle the stripped beauties or from overly 
adventurous college photography students.
 “People will go in with the zebras and feed them. When they 
go over the fence and into the field and barn, that’s just stupid,” 
Jim says.
 When the sight of Zelda, Zara and Zeus became too disruptive, 
they were moved from the front of the Stewarts’ property to their 
back pastures, which are opened seasonally for grazing. Here the 
zebras can nuzzle, smile in greeting and mingle with the ostriches 
and Zsa Zsa, the Stewarts’ 3-1/2-year-old zebra-donkey hybrid.
 “She’s our prized possession,” Kathy says before pulling out a 
“Baby’s First Christmas” card featuring Zsa Zsa in a red bow. 
 While zebras are often picky about mating — it took almost 
seven years to produce a young zebra, though they are now 
“always pregnant” — donkeys and zebras mate naturally and 
more frequently than zebras and horses. The resulting zonkey 
offspring are sterile hybrids.
 “It’s interesting with the behaviors. Zebras, donkeys and 
horses may look similar, but they are quite different, and when 
you cross them, it’s right down the middle,” Jim says.
 Zsa Zsa looks three-quarters donkey, with a light brown hide, 
zebra-striped legs and a long muzzle. Her coloring is indicative 
of animals from North Africa, as more southerly zonkeys will 
have only white legs, and she is less skittish than the zebra half 
of her family, which tend to keep to themselves when in the 
company of strangers.
 “Zebras have an incredibly strong bond, which was probably 
bred out of horses so they’d be easier to do things with,” Jim says. 
 The Stewarts’ ostriches are also hybrids and were domesticat-
ed in Africa the 19th century for their feathers. Kathy and Jim 
met at an ostrich conference where he was speaking. Jim was 
specializing in ostrich medicine at the time, and he convinced 
her family to raise ostriches.
 At the Stewart farm, the ostriches are free to roam. But their 
various equines remain close, creating a tableau of a western 
savannah that those in the more densely packed parts of town 
might never know exists. 

FARI Couple raises ‘exotic’ animals as part of the family

Opposite: Zebras graze on a Tri-Valley farm, where they share grassy pastures with ostriches, donkeys and dozens of cattle. Above, l-r: Zsa 
Zsa, a 3-1/2-year-old “zonkey” or zebra-donkey hybrid; Jim and Kathy Stewart let their 20 ostriches roam freely among their other animals. 
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2009

Early Dinner Special
(Served from 4-6 daily)

Any Large Two-Topping Pizza and a Pitcher of Soda for only $25.00 (plus Tax)

(Additional Toppings Available)

Dine-In Only

2010

3037-G Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton (At Valley Ave in Hopyard Village)

925-485-4500
www.LaViteRestaurant.com

“THE EUPHORIA OF FINE ITALIAN FOOD.”

Best Italian 
Restaurant

3 Years in a Row!

Are you getting married 
or planning a celebration?
Book your party in our beautiful 
banquet room with a private wine 
bar as low as $16.95 per guest 
or have us cater it to you and set up 
a complete buffet at your home or 
offi ce for $11.95 per guest.

2010

Handcrafted Fresh Italian
Join long-time Pleasanton residents and experience  

Our Families’ Authentic Italian Culinary Heritage
Enjoy family recipes, house-made pastas and desserts.  

A unique downtown experience!

425-0099
 

www.FornoVecchio.com

Winner of Bon Appétit  
Best Dessert in October
Sentite L’amore!
House-made Pastas 

Forno Vecchio’s Concert in the 
, 

Focaccia Bread – $15.00   
Call us to preorder

AMERICAN

Eddie Papa’s American 
Hangout

4889 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
469-6266. Winner of The 
Pleasanton Weekly’s Reader 
Choice Awards for “Best  
American Food Restaurant” 
and “Best Meal under $20,” 
Eddie Papa’s American Hangout 
celebrates the regional food 
and beverage cultures of 
America. Bring the whole family 
to enjoy iconic dishes from 
across the United States, Old 
World Hospitality, and hand 
crafted artisan cocktails. www.
eddiepapas.com.

BARBECUE

Red Smoke Grill

4501 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
734-0307. Home of the Tri Tip 
and Blue, Red Smoke Grill was 
Voted Reader’s Choice Best 
2006, 2007, 2008, and 2010. 
Dine in or take out rotisserie 
chicken, ribs, prawns, salads and 
tri tip, or pulled pork sandwiches. 
Relax with a beer or a bottle of 
wine. Visit www.redsmokegrill.com. 

BREWPUB/ALEHOUSE

The Hop Yard American 
Alehouse and Grill 

3015H Hopyard Road, 
Pleasanton, 426-9600. Voted Best 
Watering Hole in Pleasanton, The 
Hop Yard offers 30 craft beers on 
tap as well as great food. The full-
service menu includes appetizers, 
salads and grilled fare that will 
bring you back time and again. 
Banquet facilities available. On 
the web at www.hopyard.com.

470 Market Place, San Ramon, 
277-9600. Featuring a giant 
8-foot projection screen for major 
sporting events, they also feature 
30 beers on tap and a great grill. 
Go in for the beer, go back for the 
food. More at www.hopyard.com.

Main Street Brewery

830 Main St., Pleasanton, 
462-8218. Pleasanton’s only 
BrewPub since 1995. Try one of 
our 6 House Beers brewed FRESH 
weekly. Full bar and daily happy 
hour! Watch all sports with friends 
on our multiple screens. We 

feature a full menu including lunch 
and dinner specials. To-go orders 
are welcome. Facilities available 
for parties up to 100. Live music 
every Friday and Saturday. Visit 
www.mainstbrewery.com for 
activities and special events.

ITALIAN

Pastas Trattoria

405 Main St., Pleasanton, 
417-2222. Pastas Trattoria has 
an elegant atmosphere and a 
one-of-a-kind menu. We feature 
steaks, seafood and our famous 
pasta, plus a superb selection of 
spirits and fine wines. Reserve our 
banquet facilities for large parties, 
up to 70 guests. 

ON THE TOWN

 D O W N T O W N 
  P L E A S A N T O N

405 Main Street  (925) 417-2222
Reservations Accepted

 D O W N T O W N 
  P L E A S A N T O N

405 Main Street  (925) 417-2222
Reservations Accepted

SUMMER IS 
OFFICIALLY HERE!
Come sit on our patio and 

have one of our refreshing 
signature drinks!

Pineapple Basil Margarita
Berry Mojito – Summer Sangria

Enjoy our superb  
weekly specials!

Summer desserts are back!
Key Lime Pie

Lemon Drop Cheesecake

To have your restaurant 

listed in this dining 

directory, please call 

the Pleasanton Weekly 

Advertising Department 

at (925) 600-0840

CLOCK REPAIR
Free Estimates
Free Pick-up & Delivery in Tri-Valley

Timely Service

Byfield’s Clock Shop Call (925) 736-9165

Info, the annual resource guide for 
Pleasanton and Dublin, 

will be publishing in August! 

Reserve your ad space today!

We also offer 
an edition 
for the San 

Ramon Valley. 
Advertising 
discounts 
available.Call 600-0840 for details.
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Classes
MEDITATION Whether you are 
already meditating or feel it’s time 
for you to begin, join this free 
interactive workshop series. In this 
informal setting, you will have the 
opportunity to discuss your medi-
tations so that any difficulties or 
obstacles you are encountering can 
be overcome, allowing you to have a 
deeper, and more rewarding medita-
tion. Classes are at 7 p.m. Monday, 
July 11, July 18, Aug. 1, Aug. 8 and 
Aug. 15 at the Pleasanton Public 
Library, 400 Old Bernal Ave. For 
more information, contact Mary 
Langevin at 830-2975. 

THE SURPRISING WILKES FAMILY OF 
TASSAJARA Learn about one of the 
most interesting local early pioneer-
ing families, their son Joseph who 
was the only one from the Tri-Valley 
to join the Union Army, and the 
great contributions the family made 
to the area. Also, learn some little 
known facts about the family and 
how Mr. Stephenson made these 
discoveries using his own research 
and documentation. The class is 
at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, July 12 at 
Congregation Beth Emek, 3400 
Nevada Ct. For any additional 
information email Richard Finn at 
program@l-ags.org. 

Clubs
BOOST YOUR CAREER AT 
TOASTMASTERS Grow profes-
sionally at Chamber Chatters, a 
Toastmasters club that meets from 
noon to 1 p.m. Wednesdays at the 
Pleasanton Chamber of Commerce, 
777 Peters Ave. Toastmasters 
International is a nonprofit edu-
cational organization that teaches 
public speaking and leadership 
skills. Visit www.chamberchatters.
wordpress.com/. 

DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN 
REVOLUTION DAR, Daughters of the 
American Revolution, Jose Maria 
Amador Chapter meets the first 
Saturday of the month. It is a social 
gathering and time to explore the 
history of our American roots. For 
meeting time and location, call Ann 
at 510-507-5509 or email anar-
ciso@comcast.net. 

EAST BAY EXECUTIVES ASSOCIATION 
The East Bay Executives Association 
is a non-profit organization for 
helping businesses network with 
other businesses. It meets at 7:15 
a.m. on the first and third Tuesdays 
monthly at Shari’s, 3360 Castro 
Valley Blvd., Castro Valley. Call 
600-7342. 

GNON (GIRLS NIGHT OUT 
NETWORKING) The group meets 
once a month after work at various 
locations throughout the Tri-Valley. 
The networking event runs from 
5:30-8 p.m. Visit www.gnontrival-
ley.com for upcoming dates and 
locations or call 487-4748. 

KIWANIS CLUB The Kiwanis Club 
meets at 11:45 a.m. Fridays at 
Vic’s All Star Kitchen, 201 A Main 
St. For information, call 1-800-
Kiwanis. 

PLEASANTON NEWCOMERS CLUB 
This club is a great way for new 
and established residents to make 
new friends. It meets for coffee 
on the first Wednesday of every 

month and for lunch on the sec-
ond Wednesday of every month. 
The group has activities like hiking, 
walking, Bunco and more. Visit 
www.pleasantonnewcomers.com or 
call Ruby M. at 462-6404. 

ROTARY CLUB OF PLEASANTON 
The Rotary Club of Pleasanton 
since 1965 has been a leader in 
the community in helping make 
Pleasanton a great place to live. 
It has a luncheon meeting from 
12:15-1:30 p.m., every Thursday, 
at Hap’s Restaurant, 122 W. Neal 
St., Pleasanton. Cost for lunch is 
$17. For information, visit www.
PleasantonRotary.org. 

ROTARY CLUB OF PLEASANTON 
NORTH Pleasanton North Rotary 
invites anyone interested in mak-
ing a difference. The membership 
includes 65 professionals, business 
owners, executives, managers and 
community leaders. The club meets 
from 12:15-1:30 p.m. Fridays at 
the Hilton Hotel, 7050 Johnson Dr. 
Call 580-7947 or visit www.pnr-
rotary.org. 

SOCRATES CAFE The Socrates Cafe 
discusses modern philosophi-
cal questions using the Socratic 
method, on the first and third 
Tuesday of every month from 
7-9 p.m. at Peets Coffee, corner 
of Valley Ave. and Hopyard Rd. 
No politics involved. Call 249-
1865 or visit www.digiassist.com/
SocratesCafePleasanton.html. 

TRI-VALLEY EXECUTIVES’ 
ASSOCIATION Established in 
1984, the Tri-Valley Executives’ 
Association helps business owners 
and managers develop resourceful 
relationships in a fun and progres-
sive format. The club meets from 
7-8:30 a.m. every Thursday at Vic’s 
All Star Kitchen, 201-A Main St. 
Membership is open to businesses 
that are not in competition with a 
current member of the association. 
Call 736-4522 or visit www.trivall-
eyexecs.com. 

VIRTUALLY SPEAKING TOASTMASTERS 
Virtually Speaking Toastmasters 
club meets from noon-1 p.m. every 
Thursday at Electrical Reliability 
Services, 6900 Koll Center Pkwy., 
Suite 415. Everyone is welcome to 
come see what a positive change 
Toastmasters can make in their 
confidence. Call 580-8660. 

Concerts
POP MUSIC ICON MELISSA 
MANCHESTER Grammy Award-
winning singer/songwriter Melissa 
Manchester will perform in an 
intimate midsummer evening show 
at 8 p.m., Saturday, July 16, at 
the Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave. Tickets are $35-$45. 
Call 931-4848 or visit www.firehou-
searts.org. 

Events
‘BE A HERO’ Pleasanton Public 
Library will host “Be a Hero,” its 
adult summer reading program for 
library patrons ages 18 years and 
up, from June 11-July 30. Read 
or listen to three books or attend 
three library programs, or any 
combination of the two, and enter 
a weekly drawing for prizes. The 
library is located at 400 Old Bernal 
Ave. Call 931-3400 or visit www.

adultsummerreading.wordpress.
com. 

11TH ANNUAL DOWNTOWN 
SUMMER WINE STROLL Pleasanton 
Downtown Association is pre-
senting over 20 wineries from 
Livermore Valley and the East Bay 
area to showcase their wines at 
32 downtown Pleasanton loca-
tions in this year’s Wine Stroll. 
Patrons will have the opportunity 
to learn more about local busi-
nesses, taste a variety of wines, 
and sample small bites at each 
location. Each guest will receive 
a commemorative wine glass and 
event map. The stroll is from 6-9 
p.m., Thursday, July 14, in down-
town Pleasanton. Tickets are $25 
and can be purchased through 
July 14 at the Berry Patch, Studio 
Seven Arts, Towne Center Books, 
Clover Creek and the Rose Hotel. 
Any remaining tickets will be 
sold the day of the event at the 
Firehouse Arts Center for $30. For 
more information, call Kelly Foulk 
at 484-2199. 

ALAMEDA COUNTY FAIR The 
Alameda County Fair runs through 
July 10. It is closed on Tuesdays. 

Horseracing is available and free 
concert series. For more informa-
tion visit www.alamedacountyfair.
com. 

PLEASANTONIANS 4 PEACE 
Pleasantonians 4 Peace sponsors 
a candlelight vigil at 7 p.m. the 
second Wednesday of the month in 
front of the Museum on Main, 603 
Main St. The group reflects on the 
human and monetary costs of the 
war, honors veterans who have sac-
rificed, and visualizes ways of mov-
ing beyond this conflict to a more 
peaceful world. They plan to con-
tinue this monthly event as long as 
necessary. Contact Cathe Norman 
at 462-7495; Matt Sullivan at 
mjs7882@gmail.com; or visit www.
Pleasantonians4Peace.org. 

Film
MOVIES IN THE PARK SUMMER 
SERIES Residents are invited 
to enjoy free movies during six 
Thursday evenings this summer 
at the Amador Valley Community 
Park, 4301 Black Ave., compli-
ments of the City of Pleasanton. 
All films will be shown at dusk. 

Summer film series kicks off on 
July 14 with “Despicable Me,” 
the charming tale of a criminal 
mastermind who uses a trio of 
orphan girls as pawns for a grand 
scheme, only to find that their 
love is profoundly changing him 
for the better. The film is rated 
PG. Seating will be cordoned off 
in sections with blanket seating in 
the front, low-back beach chairs 
in the center and camp chairs and 
other higher positioned seating in 
the rear to accommodate for the 
best viewing. Do not place blan-
kets or chairs on the lawn area 
prior to 10 a.m. 

Health
SURGICAL OPTIONS FOR BREAST 
CANCER Dr. Vanni Manthiram 
will speak on surgical options for 
breast cancer, from 11:30 a.m.-
12:45 p.m., Tuesday, July 12, at 
ValleyCare Health System, 5725 
W. Las Positas Blvd Suite 240. All 
registered participants will receive 
a free-boxed lunch. Call to register, 
734-3319. 

The “NEAT” Neighborhood Environment Attractiveness Team award is designed to highlight a particular downtown 

building or property that has been improved or that is considered unique in design, architecture or style.

Specialty Inspections is this quarters recipient of the Pleasanton 

Downtown Association “NEAT” Award. This “Neighborhood 

Environ ment Attractiveness Team” award is given quarterly to the 

downtown business or property that has been improved or is con-

sidered unique in design, architecture, or style. Specialty Inspec-

tion has made significant improvement to their office and helped 

to beautify the neighborhood along Spring Street.

249-9611
261 Spring Street, Pleasanton 
www.specialtyteam.com

N.E.A.T Award
Neighborhood Environment Attractiveness Team

Get All of This Plus More Great Offers from Volvo!

THE NEW 2012 VOLVO S60

925.939.3333
2791 North Main St., Walnut Creek, CA

www.lawrencevolvo.com

For further details, 
please contact our
sales department

5 YEAR WARRANTY + 5 YEAR WEAR & TEAR
5 YEAR SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE + 5 YEAR ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE

BEST-IN-CLASS COVERAGE PLAN FROM VOLVO SECURESAFE

ON THE TOWN ● CALENDAR
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Kids & Teens
A-TISKET A-TASKET,, A GREEN 
AND YELLOW BASKET The Northern 
California Natives who inhabited 
this area before us were expert at 
making baskets, to gather acorns, 
transport water, and to trap ani-
mals. Explore the many uses these 
native cultures had for baskets and 
how they made them, and then 
you’ll make your own. Class is from 
11 a.m.-noon,, Saturday, July 9, 
at Alviso Adobe Community Park, 
3465 Old Foothill Rd. Ages 6 and 
up. Cost $5 for residents and $7 
for non-residents. Call 931-3485. 

CALICO CRITTER TEA PARTY It’s 
Tea Time for girls who love Calico 

Critters from 1-3 p.m., Saturday, 
July 16, at Golden Apple Learning 
Store, 4807 Hopyard Rd. Win 
prizes, play bingo, make a tiara and 
fan. Photos with Mrs. Cat. Don’t 
worry if you have to bring your 
brother...there’s the build-a-rama 
corner for citi-blocks. Prize drawing 
for Town House. Camper Caravan, 
too. This is a free event. Call 460-
5163 or visit www.goldenappletoys.
com. 

Lectures/
Workshops
WALK AWAY THE PAIN Walking is 
one of the most repetitive activities 

that we do throughout our lives. 
Poor walking habits can lead to 
injury. Learn how to walk correctly 
to improve your strength, mobil-
ity, overall health and to get rid of 
pain. The lecture is from 6:30-7:30 
p.m., Thursday, July 14, at the 
Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. 
Cost $1.75 for residents and $2.25 
for non-residents. Call 931-5365 or 
visit www.pleasantonseniorcenter.
org. 

Live Music
FREE CLASSICAL CONCERT Clarinetist 
Joe Bonfiglio joins Micah and 
Danielle Naler for a free concert of 
classical music at 2 p.m., Sunday, 
July 10, at the Firehouse Arts 
Center, 4444 Railroad Ave. The 
program will begin with the “Trio” 
K.498 for clarinet, viola and piano 
by W.A. Mozart and continue with 
works by Max Bruch, Amilcare 
Ponchielle, Igor Stravinsky, Andre 
Messager, George Gershwin and 
Charles Hoag. Open seating. Call 
931-3405. 

NEELY’S RHYTHM ACES Dan Neely, 
vocalist Carla Normand, and 
Neely’s Rhythm Aces, the sex-
tet from the Royal Society Jazz 
Orchestra of San Francisco and 
renowned for its Hot Syncopated 
1920s jazz, 1930s and 1940s swing 
blues, Dixieland, vintage jazz and 
traditional jazz, will perform at 
2 p.m., Sunday, July 24, at the 
Pleasanton Public Library, 400 Old 
Bernal Ave. The concert is free. Call 
931-3405. 

Miscellaneous
‘LAWYERS IN THE LIBRARY’ Members 
of the Alameda County Bar 
Association visit the Pleasanton 
Public Library on the third Tuesday 
of each month to give free 15 
to 20 minute consultations, in 
a program co-sponsored by the 
Alameda County Bar Association. 
Appointments are by lottery. 
Register from 5:30-5:45 p.m.; 
names will be selected at 5:50 p.m. 
and people must be present when 
names are drawn. Appointments 
begin at 6 p.m. and end at 8 p.m. 
Call 931-3400, ext. 7. 

On Stage
‘CYMBELINE’ - SHAKESPEARE IN 
THE PARK Shakespeare’s inventive 
fairytale of Princess Innogen’s jour-
ney includes forbidden love, mis-
taken identities, banishment and 
a magic potion. Performances are 
from 7:30-9:30 p.m., Saturdays-
Sundays, July 23-Aug. 7, at Amador 
Valley Community Park, 4301 Black 
Ave. There is no charge for this 
production. Call 931-5340 or view 
www.firehousearts.org. 

‘SUNSHINE’ Singer and songwriter, 
Jonathan Edwards, will perform 
“Sunshine” at 8 p.m., Saturday, 
July 9, at the Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Ave. Tickets are 
$$16, $22 and $28 for adults; $22 
for seniors and $12 for children. 
Call 931-4848 or visit www.firehou-
searts.org. 

Seniors
GRANDPARENT AND ME Bring your 
grandchildren, preschool to third 
grade, and a lunch to the Senior 
Center from 10:30 a.m.-noon, 
Friday, July 29, at the Senior 
Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd., to enjoy 
a morning of fun. Volunteers from 
the Pleasanton Public Library will 
be here to read the newest books. 
Crafts and activities, plus a treat 
will be served. Cost is $1.75 for 
residents and $2.25 for non-
residents. Call 931-5365 or visit 
www.pleasantonseniorcenter.org. 

LUNCH PROGRAM The lunch pro-
gram sponsored by Spectrum 
Community Services is from 11:30 
a.m.-1 p.m. Monday-Friday at the 
Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. 
Lunch is served at noon. Suggested 
donation: $3.25. Reservations 
required a day in advance by 1 p.m. 
Call 931-5385. 

Support 
Groups
BEYOND TREATMENT BREAST 
CANCER This group provides a 
safe place to express and share 
thoughts, concerns and experienc-
es of living with the uncertainty, 
the physical effects and problems 
related to intimacy, marriage, 
reproduction and employment. 
The group meets from 6-8 p.m. 
the fourth Thursday of the month 
at ValleyCare Health Library & 
Ryan Comer Cancer Resource 
Center, 5725 W. Las Positas Blvd, 
Suite #270. The group is facili-
tated by Mary Prishtina, RN, and 
Estee Goren, MFT. Call 399-1177. 

BREAST CANCER SUPPORT GROUP 
The American Cancer Society Breast 
Cancer Support group meets from 
7:30-9 p.m. on the second and 
fourth Tuesday of every month at 
LifeStyleRx, 1111 East Stanley Blvd., 
Livermore. Call 833-2784 or visit 
www.valleycare.com. 7:30-9 p.m.  

EAST BAY ESSENTIAL TREMOR 
SUPPORT GROUP If you have 
recently been diagnosed with ET 
or would like to learn more about 
this common movement disorder 
in a safe and supportive environ-
ment, please join us from 10 a.m.-
noon on the third Saturday of each 
month, in the Blackhawk A and B 
conference rooms at San Ramon 
Regional Medical Center, 6001 
Norris Canyon Rd. Call 487-5706 
or e-mail galexplor@comcast.net. 

PLEASANTON MILITARY FAMILIES 
SUPPORT GROUP Formed in 2003 
this group provides support and 
comfort to the Pleasanton families 
whose loved ones are deployed in 
the combat zones of Afghanistan 
and Iraq. The group has monthly 
meetings and other events such as 
“pack outs” of comfort and care 
items for deployed members of the 
armed forces. The group also spon-
sors the Yellow Streamer program 
on Main Street where streamers are 
displayed with the name, rank and 
branch of service of Pleasanton mili-
tary personnel. Learn more at www.
pleasantonmilitaryfamilies.org. 

STEPPING STONES ON YOUR GRIEF 
JOURNEY The Catholic Community 
of Pleasanton is offering bi-monthly 
meetings to help grieving people 
deal with their loss. Meetings are at 
7:30 p.m. on the second and fourth 
Thursdays now through Aug. 25 at 
St. Elizabeth Seton Church, 4001 
Stoneridge Dr. Call Mary at 846-5377. 

Volunteering
AMERICAN RED CROSS 
ORIENTATIONS Tour the Pleasanton 
Blood Donation Center and learn 
ways to greet, inform and thank the 
community’s blood donors. The 
tour is from 4-6 p.m., Thursday, 
July 14, at the Pleasanton 
Blood Donation Center, 5556-B 
Springdale Ave. Advanced sign-up 
required. Call Anne at 510-594-
5165. 

AMERICAN RED CROSS PUBLIC 
BLOOD DRIVE At the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
from 1-7 p.m., Friday, July 15, at 
3574 Vineyard Ave. Call 1-800-RED 
CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or go to 
redcrossblood.org (Sponsor Code: 
INTERFAITHCOMMUNITY) to 
schedule an appointment. 

GARDEN CHORES AT ALVISO ADOBE 
Be a steward of the land as you 
plant, water and weed the gar-
den at Alviso Adobe Community 
Park, 3465 Old Foothill Road, 
from 10-11 a.m., Saturdays, now 
through Aug. 27. Ages 5 and up. 
No charge. Call 931-3485 or visit 
www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/. Native 
plants help native animals find 
food and shelter; stop by and sift 
the soil through your fingers 
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Connecting local residents with local businesses

Introducing

A community collaboration brought to you by

For more information e-mail info@ShopPleasanton.com
or call 925.600.0840 ext. 123

owned

When you shop locally, good things happen 
to make our community stronger:

Discover and enjoy 
the rich diversity of 
Pleasanton businesses 
at ShopPleasanton.com, 
the new online guide 
to all local businesses 
featuring listings, 
customer opinions, 
web links, photos,  
maps, coupons, special 
deals, gift certifi cates, 
promotional  event 
listings and much more.

Shop Local
Good for Business. 

Good for the Community.
Good for You.

Weekly
Pleasanton

Print & Online

CARPET  •  HARDWOOD  •  LAMINATE  •  TILE • VINYL

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OR   
Shop@Home  WWW.DIABLOFLOORING.COM

Diablo Flooring Inc. is here to bring the best possible pricing with the most beautiful 
and complete installation to the Bay Area. We are a small store which lets us give you 

the attention needed for a more professional experience. We cater to residential & 
commercial customers, designer, contractors, and developers.

DIABLO FLOORING, INC

License #898787

FREE ESTIMATES

(925) 426-RUGS (7847)
5600-D Sunol Blvd., Pleasanton, CA 94566

2 LOCATIONS!

(925) 988-WOOD (9663)

2010

Best Carpet Store
Best Flooring Store

Become a fan on Facebook and win a FREE 8 x 10 wool area rug.

Check out
Community Calendar at 

PleasantonWeekly.com for a 
complete listing of events.
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115 Announcements
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING

ADOPTION? Talk with caring agency 
specializing in matching Birthmothers 

with Families nationwide. LIVING 
EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7 Abby’s One 
True Gift Adoptions 866-413-6293 (Void 

in Illinois) (AAN CAN)

SHARPEN UP AT THE FARMERS’ MRKT

120 Auctions
Advertise Your Auction

In 240 California newspapers for 
one low cost of $550. Your 25 word 
classified ad reaches over 6 million+ 
Californians. Free brochure call Maria 
Rodrigues (916)288-6010. (Cal-SCAN)

Major Live Auction
Over 3 million units. Name Brand 

Manufacturer Close-Out / Overstock. 
Wed, July 13 @ 10:00 AM. 3650 East 
Olympic Blvd, 2nd Floor, Los Angeles 

90023. www.AuctionExpo.com / (562) 
592-1500. Robert Storment, Auctioneer 

70489169 (Cal-SCAN)

130 Classes & 
Instruction

 HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA!
Graduate in just 4 weeks! FREE Brochure. 

Call NOW! 1-800-532-6546 Ext. 97
continentalacademy.com (AAN CAN)

Allied Health Career Training
Attend college 100% online. Job 

placement assistance. Computer avail-
able. Financial Aid if qualified. SCHEV 
certified. Call 800-481-9409. www.

CenturaOnline.com (Cal-SCAN)

Attend College Online
from Home. *Medical, *Business, 
*Paralegal, *Criminal Justice. Job 

placement assistance. Computer avail-
able. Financial Aid if qualified. SCHEV 
certified. Call 888-210-5162 www.

Centura.us.com (Cal-SCAN)

High School Diploma!
Graduate in 4 weeks! FREE Brochure. 

Call Now! 1-866-562-3650 ext. 60 
www.SouthEasternHS.com (Cal-SCAN)

135 Group Activities
Alamo-Danville Newcomers Club

Roller Derby in Tri-Valley

145 Non-Profits Needs
AAAA** Donation

Donate Your Car, Boat or Real Estate. 
IRS Tax Deductible. Free Pick-Up/

Tow. Any Model/Condition. Help Under 
Privileged Children Outreach Center 

1-800-419-7474. (AAN CAN)

155 Pets

Orange Tabby still missing
Hellion, my 4 year old orange tabby 

male is still missing from 4/9/11. He 
has short hair, a long thin tail and lean 

long body.He is neutered and is not 
wearing a collar. He is microchipped. 

Last seen in the Santa Rita Road - 
Stoneridge Drive near the Arroyo. His 

brother and I desperately miss him. Any 
information please call Melissa at 510-

381-3261. A reward is offered.

FOR SALE

SOLD

201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts
Taillights 92-95 Mercury Sable - $15 each

202 Vehicles Wanted
Donate Vehicle

Receive $1000 Grocery Coupons. 
National Animal Welfare Foundation. 

Support No Kill Shelters, Help 
Homeless Pets. Free Towing, Tax 

Deductible, Non-Runners Accepted. 
1-888-912-GIVE (Cal-SCAN)

Donate Your Car
Children‚Äôs Cancer Fund! Help Save 

A Child‚Äôs Life Through Research and 
Support! Free Vacation Package. Fast, 
Easy and Tax Deductible. Call 1-800-

252-0615. (Cal-SCAN)

Donate Your Car, Truck Boat
 to Heritage for the Blind. Free 3 Day 
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, 
All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 888-902-

6851. (Cal-SCAN)

210 Garage/Estate 
Sales
Pleasanton, 3231 Vineyard Ave, Current

Pleasanton, 4212 Denker Drive, 
July 8 & 9, 8:00 - 2:00

Multiple family garage sale. Couches, 
cd’s, tools, movies, household items, 

bedding, clothing and much more.

Pleasanton, 5200 Crestline Way, 
July 16 8-2

Crestline Way neighborhood garage 
sale, multiple families, numerous items 
including furniture, stereo and tv equip-

ment, dvds and sports equipment.

Pleasanton, 5527 Blackbird Dr., 
July 9 & 10, 8-3 & 9-2

Two Family Yard Sale!! Lots of baby 
clothes, baby supplies, antiques, books, 

VHS and more.

Girly Yard Sale
Home Decor and womens clothing

Saturday, July 9  8am - 1 pm
6005 Sterling Greens Circle

Pleasanton, CA 94566

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques
We Are Hiring Asim111

240 Furnishings/
Household items
THOMASVILLE CHINA CABINET - $300obo

245 Miscellaneous
Omaha Steaks

Everday - 2011. 100% Guaranteed 
Omaha Steaks - Save 64% on the 
Family Value Collection. Now Only 

$49.99 Plus 3 Free Gifts and right-to-
the-door delivery in a reusable cooler, 

Order Today. 1-888-461-3486 and 
mention code 45069KZH or www.

OmahaSteaks.com/value38 (Cal-SCAN)

Vonage Unlimited Calls
in U.S. and 60 Countries! NO ANNUAL 

CONTRACT! $14.99 For 3 Months! Then 
Only $25.99/mo. Plus Free Activation. 

Call 888-860-6724 (Cal-SCAN)

RED WORMS FOR COMPOSTING - $25

KID STUFF
345 Tutoring/Lessons

High School Tutoring
High school math/English tutoring. 

Algebra, Geometry, Pre-calc. Prepare 
for finals. Essay Writing/College 

Application essays. SAT/ACT prep. 
Retired teacher, Cal credential,

925-462-3807

How to get into College
Complete, free resource for all parts of 
the college admissions process. High 
school prep, testing, college search, 
applications, athletics, financial aid, 
free money and more: http://www.

Everything-about-college.com

MIND
& BODY

475 Psychotherapy & 
Counseling

Addiction Treatment and Recovery 
R-Quest provides individualized out-
patient treatment for alcohol and 

drug addiction, compulsive gambling 
and dual addictions. www.rquest.

org,(925)426-0501

EMPLOYMENT

550 Business 
Opportunities

Office Coffee Service
Established 12 years. Nets $120,000. 

Will train and stay for 30 days. 
$30,000 with $10,000 down. (760) 

260-8062. (213) 673-1537. (415) 295-
4734. (Cal-SCAN)

560 Employment 
Information

$$$HELP WANTED$$$
Extra Income! Assembling CD cases 

from Home! No Experience Necessary! 
Call our Live Operators Now! 1-800-
405-7619 EXT 2450 http://www.
easywork-greatpay.com (AAN CAN)

ACTORS/MOVIE EXTRAS Needed
immediately for upcoming roles $150-
$300/day depending on job require-

ments. No experience, all looks. 1-800-
560-8672 A-109. For casting times/

locations. (AAN CAN)

Advertise Driver Jobs
in 240 California newspapers for 

one low cost of $550. Your 25 word 
classified ad reaches over 6 million+ 
Californians. Free brochure call Maria 

(916)288-6010. (Cal-SCAN)

Computer Work
Work from anywhere 24/7. Up to 
$1,500 Part Time to $7,500/mo. 
Full Time. Training provided. www.

WorkServices4.com (Cal-SCAN)

Driver
No Experience - No Problem. 100% 

Paid CDL Training. Immediate Benefits. 
20/10 program. Trainers Earn up to 
49c per mile. CRST VAN EXPEDITED. 
1-800-326-2778. www.JoinCRST.com 

(Cal-SCAN)

Driver: Pay Up to 42cpm
2012 Tractors arriving daily! No forced 
dispatch to NYC or Canada. CDL-A, 3 
months recent experience. 800-414-

9569. www.DriveKnight.com (Cal-SCAN)

Drivers: 12 Drivers Needed
Apply Now. Top 5% Pay. Great 

Equipment & Benefits. 2 Months CDL 
Class A Driving Experience. 1-877-
258-8782. www.MeltonTruck.com 

(Cal-SCAN)

Drivers: CDL Training
Career Central. No MONEY Down. CDL 
Training. Work for us or let us work for 
you! Unbeatable Career Opportunities. 

*Trainee *Company Driver *Lease 
Operator Earn up to $51k *Lease Trainers 
Earn up to $80k 1-877-369-7126. www.

CentralDrivingJobs.net (Cal-SCAN)

EARN $75-$200 HOUR
(Now 25% Off) Media Makeup Artist 
Training. For Ads, TV, Film, Fashion. 
1 wk class. Learn & build Portfolio. 

Details at: AwardMakeUpSchool.com 
310-364-0665 (AAN CAN)

Int’l Cultural Exchange
Representative: Earn supplemental 

income placing and supervising high 
school exchange students. Volunteer 
host families also needed. Promote 

world peace! 1-866-GO-AFICE or www.
afice.org (Cal-SCAN)

Paid In Advance!
Make $1,000 a Week mailing brochures 
from home! Guaranteed Income! FREE 

Supplies! No experience required. Start 
Immediately! www.homemailerprogram.

net (AAN CAN)

BUSINESS
SERVICES

605 Antiques & Art 
Restoration

645 Office/Home 
Business Services

Advertise a Display
business card sized ad in 140 

California newspapers for one low cost 
of $1,550. Your display 3.75x2‚Äù ad 
reaches over 3 million+ Californians. 
Free brochure call Maria Rodrigues 

(916)288-6010. (Cal-SCAN)

HOME 
SERVICES

715 Cleaning 
Services

Olga’s Housecleaning
Res./Com. Wkly/mo. Low Rates. Local 
Refs. 25 years Exp. & Friendly. I love 

My Job! Ins. (650)380-1406

757 Handyman/
Repairs

A+ Home Services
General home repairs and remodeling: 
including plumbing, electrical, painting, 
tile and hardwood floor installation, etc. 

Exceptional quality and service. Lic. 
#956837. (925) 785-7652

775 Asphalt/Concrete
AAA Concrete Construction

All types of concrete & more. www.
aaaconcreteconstruction.co (510)541-

9762 lic.#958747

783 Plumbing
New Age Plumbing

Drain cleaning. Service and repair. 
Fixture installation. Gas and water 
piping. Free estimates. 24 Hour 

Emergency Service. Call Us Now! 
925-803-9956 

www.newageplumbing.biz

801 Apartments/
Condos/Studios
Livermore, 1 BR/1 BA - $1290

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms

ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES.COM
Browse hundreds of online listings with 
photos and maps. Find your roommate 
with a click of the mouse! Visit: http://

www.Roommates.com. (AAN CAN)

825 Homes/Condos 
for Sale
Pleasanton - $759,950

840 Vacation 
Rentals/Time Shares

Timeshares/Vacation Rentals
Advertise your vacation property in 240 
California newspapers for one low cost 

of $550. Your 25 word classified ad 
reaches over 6 million+ Californians. 
Free brochure call Maria Rodrigues 

(916)288-6010. (Cal-SCAN)

850 Acreage/Lots/
Storage

Arizona: Log Cabin
Deep Discount! On 8+ acres, $99,900. 

Owner must sell, beautiful whole log 
cabin on 8+ acres at Windsor Valley 

Ranch. Additional acreage available at 
cool 7,000 feet elevation outside Show 
Low, AZ. Financing and ADWR available. 
Call AZLR (866) 552-5687. (Cal-SCAN)

El Paso, TX
20 acre ranch foreclosures near boom-
ing El Paso, Texas. Was $16,900 Now 

$12,900. $0 Down, take over pay-
ments, $99/mo. Beautiful views, owner 
financing, FREE map/pictures. 1-800-

755-8953. (Cal-SCAN)

Nevada: Lender Ordered Sale
Nevada‚Äôs 3rd largest lake 1.5 hours 
south of Lake Tahoe. 8 Lake View par-
cels - all $19,900. 2 Lake Fronts - both 
$89,800. Lender ordered short sale. 
Buy at less than bank owned. Buy at 
less than 50% of replacement cost. 
Special financing as low as 2.75% 

Fixed. Final liquidation. Only 10 parcels. 
Call (888) 705-3808, or visit NVLR.

com. (Cal-SCAN)

Prescott, Arizona Area
Rare opportunity Foreclosure. 80 acres 
- original sale price $185,000. *New 
price $59,900. Great opportunity at 

Ruger Ranch located near Kirkland. On 
maintained road. Build now or buy & 

hold. 1st come basis. *Special lender 
financing. Call AZLR 1-888-258-8576. 

ADWR available. (Cal-SCAN)

Mike Fracisco
REALTOR

®

Fracisco Realty 
Residential, Commercial  
& Property Management

direct: 925-998-8131
www.MikeFracisco.com

DRE#01378428

Real Estate

NEED HELP
 WITH QUICKBOOKS?

No job too big or too small!!!
Over 23 years experience  

in all aspects of bookkeeping.

Call Linda 925.918.2233

Accounting/Bookkeeping

Pleasanton Weekly
Marketplace

fogster.com THE TRI-VALLEY’S CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE

Get daily local stories and hot 
picks sent to your email

PleasantonTo advertise in the Marketplace call Karen at 925.600.0840 
x122 or email kklein@pleasantonweekly.com

Handyman Services

SPECIAL 
10%OFF
ALL SERVICES THRU 7/31/11

Electrical, Flooring, 
Hauling, Painting, 

Drywall, etc.
FREE ESTIMATES

CAN DO MAN
Handyman Services 
510-305-8938

REAL ESTATE

ANTIQUE RESTORATION
"A Labor of Love"
Impeccable Quality

Integrity of Workmanship
925-462-0383 or 925-216-7976

All inclusive         License #042392

Capitol fun: Tammy Eng-Gonzalez and her sons Sam, Gabe and Jake 
visit Congressman Jerry McNerney’s office in Washington, D.C., dur-
ing a tour of the Capitol.
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TAKE US ALONG

PLACE  AN AD IN FOGSTER    ONLINE - fogster.com E-MAIL - ads@fogster.com  PHONE - (925) 600-0840
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KW Broker DRE License #01395362

#1 TEAM in the Tri-Valley

Fran & Dave 
Cunningham
925-202-6898

DRE License #01226296 & 00930892

Donna 
Garrison

925-980-0273
DRE License #01735040

Susan 
Schall

925-519-8226
DRE License #01713497

4 BR, 3.5 BA, 3,907 sq. ft. Gorgeous single story custom home with upgraded 
features, on a quiet cul de sac. Offered at $1,499,000 OPEN SUN 1-4

512 Bunker Lane, Castlewood4476 Tosca Court, West Pleasanton

 4 BR, 3.5 BA, plus bonus, 4,000 
sq. ft. Beautiful high end features, convenient 
location to freeway, town and schools. 
Offered at $1,399,000 OPEN SUN 1-4

3 BR + Offi ce & Retreat, 3 BA, 3,141 sq. ft. 
Semi-custom single story in Lemoine Ranch 
Estates. Wrap around porch. Walk to Foothill 
HS. Offered at $1,299,950 OPEN SUN 1-4

NEW LISTING
Vineyard Estate on 16+ acres in Livermore with Gorgeous Tuscan home

Cindy Gee
Realtor, Notary

925.963.1984
cindy.gee@bhghome.com

Traveling Notary services available.  

Call for pricing.

Customer service is #1...
 Call Cindy today for an update  

on what is coming soon!! 

3679 Reflections Dr., Pleasanton
Offered at $589,000 
Pottery Barn Adorable, close to 

downtown. 3 bed 2.4 bath 1458 sq 

ft. Granite, hardwood, designer paint, 

professionally landscaped backyard.

Just Listed! Open Sunday 1-4

Pleasanton: Feeling of Community!!!

DRE# 1307919

Sold

Sold

2541 Arlotta Place, 
Pleasanton  3500+ sq ft
Offered at $1,359,000

Pending

7949 Paragon Circle, 
Pleasanton  4300+ sq ft
Offered at $1,499,000

3104 Deveraux Ct, 
Pleasanton  3800+ sq ft
Offered at $1,299,000

Sold

2506 Arlotta Place, 
Pleasanton  4200+ sq ft
Offered at $1,375,000

Available - Open Sun 1-4

7211 Valley View Pl., Pleasanton
Offered at $464,000
Upgraded granite, hardwood, 1900+ sq 

ft. 3 bd 2.5 ba, gorgeous move in ready.

Available

18 Foothill Place, Pleasanton
Offered at $1,989,000 3400+ sq ft

Sold

Pending

Sold

2517 Arlotta Place, 
Pleasanton  3200+ sq ft
Offered at $1,359,000

7961 Paragon Circle, 
Pleasanton  3200+ sq ft
Offered at $1,329,000

3039 Briggs Ct., 
Pleasanton  3800+ sq ft
Offered at $1,399,000

LAGUNA OAKS: Resort style living at it’s best!!!
Need more homes to sell! ! Call Cindy for information.

Real Estate
OPEN HOME GUIDE AND REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

BY JEB BING
 Existing-home sales were down in May 
as temporary factors and financing problems 
weighed on the market, according to the Na-
tional Association of Realtors.
 Existing-home sales, which are completed 
transactions that include single-family, town-
homes, condominiums and co-ops, fell 3.8% 
to a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 4.81 
million in May from a downwardly revised 5 
million in April, and are 15.3% below a 5.68 
million pace in May 2010 when sales were 
surging to beat the deadline for the home buyer 
tax credit.
 Lawrence Yun, NAR chief economist, said 
temporary factors held back the market in May, 
as implied from prior data on contract signings.
 “Spiking gasoline prices along with wide-
spread severe weather hurt house shopping in 
April, leading to soft figures for actual closings 
in May,” he said. “Current housing market 
activity indicates a very slow pace of broader 
economic activity, but recent reversals in oil 
prices are likely to mitigate the impact going 
forward.”
 “The pace of sales activity in the second half 
of the year is expected to be stronger than the 
first half, and will be much stronger than the 
second half of last year,” Yun added.
 Yun said the market also is being constrained 
by the lending community.
 “Even with recent economic softness, this 
is a disappointing performance with home 
sales being held back by overly restrictive loan 
underwriting standards,” he said. “There’s been 
a pendulum swing from very loose standards 
which led to the housing boom to unneces-
sarily restrictive practices as an overreaction to 
the housing correction — this overreaction is 
clearly holding back the recovery.”
 There were notable regional differences in 
home sales.
 “A large decline in Midwestern existing-
home sales can be attributed partly to the 
flooding and other severe weather patterns that 
occurred, but this also implies a temporary 
nature of soft market activity,” Yun explained.
 The national median existing-home price 
for all housing types was $166,500 in May, 
down 4.6% from May 2010. Distressed homes 
— typically sold at a discount of about 20% — 
accounted for 31% of sales in May, down from 
37% in April; they were 31% in May 2010.
 “The price decline could be diminishing, as 
buyers recognize great bargain prices and the 
highest affordability conditions in 40 years; 
this will help mitigate further price drops,” Yun 
said.
 “Home prices are rising or very stable in local 
markets with improved employment condi-
tions, such as in North Dakota, Alaska, Wash-
ington, D.C., and many parts of Texas,” Yun 
noted.
 NAR President Ron Phipps, broker-president 
of Phipps Realty in Warwick, R.I., said a num-
ber of proposals being considered in Wash-
ington could further jeopardize the housing 
recovery.
 “We’re concerned about the flow of available 

capital, including a possible rule that would 
effectively raise minimum down payment re-
quirements to 20%,” he said.
 “We don’t need to throw the baby out with 
the bath water — increasing down payment 
requirements would effectively shut many 
qualified families out of the market,” he ex-
plained. “What we critically need is a return 
to the basics of providing safe mortgages 
to creditworthy buyers willing to stay well 
within their budget.”
 According to Freddie Mac, the national aver-
age commitment rate for a 30-year, conven-
tional, fixed-rate mortgage was 4.64% in May, 
down from 4.84% in April; the rate was 4.89% 
in May 2010.
 “Although low mortgage interest rates are 
welcome, they are less meaningful compared to 
the tightness of loan underwriting standards,” 
Yun noted.
 Total housing inventory at the end of May 
fell 1.0% to 3.72 million existing homes avail-
able for sale, which represents a 9.3-month 
supply at the current sales pace, up from a 
9-month supply in April.
 All-cash transactions stood at 30% in May, 
down from 31% in April; they were 25% in 
May 2010; investors account for the bulk of 
cash purchases.
 First-time buyers purchased 35% of homes 
in May, down from 36% in April; they were 
46% in May 2010 when the tax credit was in 
place. Investors accounted for 19% of purchase 
activity in May compared with 20% in April; 
they were 14% in May 2010.
 Single-family home sales declined 3.2% to 
a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 4.24 mil-
lion in May from 4.38 million in April, and are 
15.4% below a surge to 5.01 million one year 
ago. The median existing single-family home 
price was $166,700 in May, down 4.5% from 
May 2010.
 Existing condominium and co-op sales fell 
8.1% to a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 
570,000 in May from 620,000 in April, and 
are 14.7% below the 668,000-unit pace in 
May 2010. The median existing condo price 
was $165,400 in May, which is 5.8% below a 
year ago.
 Regionally, existing-home sales in the North-
east declined 2.5% to an annual level of 
770,000 in May and are 13.5% below May 
2010. The median price in the Northeast was 
$241,500, up 6.1% from a year ago.
 Existing-home sales in the Midwest dropped 
6.4% in May to a pace of 1.02 million and are 
22.7% below a year ago. The median price in 
the Midwest was $136,400, which is 8.5% 
below May 2010.
 In the South, existing-home sales fell 5.1% 
to an annual level of 1.85 million in May and 
are 14.4% below May 2010. The median price 
in the South was $149,200, down 3.1% from a 
year ago.
 Existing-home sales in the West were un-
changed at an annual pace of 1.17 million in 
May but are 10.0% lower than a year ago. The 
median price in the West was $192,300, which 
is 12.6% below May 2010. 

Existing home sales decline  
across U.S. in May 

Realtor’s group blames constraints on buyers

For more open homes and listings go to  
www.pleasantonweekly.com/real_estate/

For marketing opportunities contact Andrea Heggelund at  

(925) 600-0840 x110 or e-mail aheggelund@pleasantonweekly.com.
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4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, office, approx. 

2408 sqft., loft (4th bedroom) and 

separate bonus room on main level. 

Great play room, music or hobbie 

room. Beautifully upgraded with 

approx 60K in recent upgrades. 

$710,000

4691 Finch Way, 
Dublin

Carriage Garden Estates

603 Blossom Court, Pleasanton
Premium location! 4 bedrooms, 

4 baths, approx 5,200 sqft per 

appraisal. Separate office with 

fireplace, exercise/possible 5th 

bedroom. Come out and see this 

incredible yard! Lot size is approx 

31,080 sqft (flat and gorgeous). 

Gazebo, lighted basketball court,  

and greenhouse. $1,668,000

OPEN SUNDAY 1-4

www.deloresgragg.com for virtual tour 
and more photos of these homes.

OPEN HOMES THIS WEEKEND

Alamo
6 BEDROOMS

1311 Laverock Lane $3,199,000
Sun 1-4 Michael Hatfield Broker 984-1339

Blackhawk
4 BEDROOMS

731 Blue Spruce Dr $1,249,000
Sun 1:30-4 Keller Williams Realty 855-8333

Danville
3 BEDROOMS

216 Country Meadows Lane $485,000
Sat & Sun 1-4 Sue Fredrickson 413-1208

4 BEDROOMS

4044 Westminster Pl $899,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams Realty 855-8333

5 BEDROOMS

214 Pinewood Ct $1,159,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams Realty 855-8333

Dublin
4 BEDROOMS

4025 Chadwick Place $589,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30       Alain Pinel Realtors 251-1111

Livermore
4 BEDROOMS

1414 Aspen Ct $539,000
Sun 1-4 Bhg Tri-valley Realty 463-9500
1219 Hansen Rd $1,120,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 251-1111

5 BEDROOMS

2137 Bella Vista Pl $1,090,000
Sun 1-4 Bhg Tri-valley Realty 463-9500

Pleasanton
3 BEDROOMS

4059 School Street $568,000
Sun 1-4 Eva Deagen 699-2133

219 Birch Creek Dr $575,000
Sat 1-4 Andrea Rozran 858-4198
5439 Cameo Ct $429,900
Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 251-2500
6432 Inglewood Dr $585,000
Sat 2-4:30 Alain Pinel Realtors 251-1111
575 Del Sol Ave. $949,000
Sat 12:30-3:30/Sun 1:30-4:30   Alain Pinel   251-1111
5400 Black Avenue $319,000
Sun 2-5 BHG Realty, Katie Moe 216-9083

4 BEDROOMS
4674 Corday Court $519,000
Sun 1-4 The Bianchi Team 819-6080
3533 Mercato Ct $1,525,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams Tri-valley 397-4200
4476 Tosca Ct $1,299,995
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams Tri-valley 397-4200
1522 Poppybank Ct $625,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30       Alain Pinel Realtors 251-1111
512 Bunker Ln $1,350,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams Tri-valley 397-4200
4483 Shearwater Ct $779,000
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 251-1111
2020 Martin Ave. $1,595,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 Alain Pinel Realtors 251-1111

5 BEDROOMS

2691 Calle Alegre $1,074,950
Sat/Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 251-1111
3616 Nicole Ave $1,825,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 Alain Pinel Realtors 251-1111
4340 Campinia Pl $1,295,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams Tri-valley 397-4200
1867 Sannita Court $2,675,000
Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 251-2500
1194 Via Di Salerno $1,779,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 251-1111

San Ramon
4 BEDROOMS

2536 Craneford Way $949,000
Sun 12-3 Coldwell Banker 847-2200
2501 Tamworth Ln $1,095,000
Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 667-2100
9632 Broadmoor Drive $869,898
Sun 1:30-4:30 Alain Pinel Realtors 251-1111

Save thousands this weekend with special move-in packages on selected homesites!

(877) 318-2046   MeritageHomes.com
Prices, features and availability are subject to change without notice or obligation. *Broker Co-Op paid at closing. Broker MUST accompany buyer(s) on first sales office visit. 

JOIN US JULY 9TH & 10TH  FOR OUR  

3%*

BROKER
CO-OP

CASH IN ON
SPECTACULAR
SAVINGS
This is your chance to get the new home 

you’ve always dreamed of at a price 

you never thought possible.  Come see 

for yourself this weekend before this 

ideal savings opportunity expires!
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ANCHOR BEND
at Summer Lake
4 plans from
2,232 to 2,876 sq. ft.
From the upper $200’s

CARMEL ESTATES
6 plans from
2,232 to 3,457 sq. ft.
From the upper $300’s

COPPER RIDGE
5 plans from
2,353 to 3,673 sq. ft.
From the upper $200's

4

5

MARIPOSA
4 plans from
2,034 to 2,576 sq. ft.
From the low $300’s

PARKLANDS
4 plans from
2,034 to 2,712 sq. ft.
From the mid $200’s
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OPEN SUN 1-4

Blackhawk East
4105 Blackhawk Plaza Cir.

Danville, CA 94506

925.648.5300

Blackhawk West
3880 Blackhawk Rd. 

Danville, CA 94506

925.736.6000

Danville
15 Railroad Ave.

Danville, CA  94526

925.855.4000

Lafayette
3799 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Lafayette, CA 94549

925.385.2330

Montclair/ Piedmont
6116 La Salle Ave., Ste. 200

Oakland, CA 94611

510.339.4800

Orinda
89 Davis Rd., 

Orinda, CA 94563

925.253.7000

Walnut Creek
1700 N. Main St.

Walnut Creek, CA 94596

925.280.8500

Livermore
1983 Second St.

Livermore, CA  94550

925.667.2100

Pleasanton 
5075 Hopyard Rd Ste. 110 

Pleasanton, CA 94588

925.251.2500

6605 AMBER LN                        PLEASANTON

$1,249,000  3,675+/- sq.ft., 0.50+/- Acres   
Carriage Gardens, single level! Great floorplan w/ 
oversized rooms, 3  fireplaces, master w/retreat.     
Salt solar pool, spa & cabana w/bath, tree house.

6605 AMBER LN                       PLEASANTON

WEINER / MCDOWELL     (925) 251.2550   

$3,249,000 6 Bd 5(3) Ba 8,330+/- sq.ft.  
Gated custom westside French Chateau w/ stun-
ning grounds, elevator, private tennis court, in-

door pool, casino/theater and much more!

9999 LONGVIEW LN            PLEASANTON

UWE MAERCZ                      (925) 360.8758   

8037 REGENCY DRIVE            PLEASANTON

JOE FRAZZANO TEAM     (925) 735.7653   
$1,349,000 4 Bd 3.5 Ba +/- sq.ft.  
Highly upgraded Laguna Oaks single level home! 
Crown molding, travertine tile, shutters, custom 

built ins. Gourmet kitchen & more!

321 IRON HORSE COURT                ALAMO

KAREN TEXEIRA                 (925) 251.5555 
$2,299,000 5 Bd 4.5 Ba 5,780+/- sq.ft.  
European Estate on PRIVATE GATED COURT lo-
cated among majestic oaks. Flat lot w/ new solar 

salt water pool. 6 car garage/ RV parking. 

862 GRAY FOX CIR                    PLEASANTON

TONNI CHANDLER           (925) 251.2556   
7 Bd 7(2) Ba 7,163+/- sq.ft., 1.15+/- Acres 
Gorgeous custom home created w/  
attention to detail in every aspect, repre-

senting craftsmanship at its finest.

WEST RUBY HILL DR           PLEASANTON

UWE MAERCZ                      (925) 360.8758   
$5,888,888 7 Bd 8.5 Ba 10,191+/- sq.ft. 
Stunning Italian Villa. Probably THE most spec-
tacular home in Ruby Hill. Picturesque aesthetics 

inevitably transforming the past into today.

PEGGY CORTEZ                   (925) 648.5454    
$3,998,000 5 Bd 5(3) Ba +/- sq.ft.  
Private Mediterranean Estate. Porte Cachere, 
grand entry, gourmet kitchen, theater. Guest 

house, pool, BBQ & “Wailua” gazebo & more.

8012 GOLDEN EAGLE WA Y     PLEASANTON 1867 SANNITA COURT        PLEASANTON

UWE MAERCZ                      (925) 360.8758   
$2,675,000 5 Bd 5(2) Ba 7,340+/- sq.ft.  
Immaculate custom home on a quiet cul-de-sac. 
Unobstructed views, guest suite downstairs, wide 

hallways, impressive dual entry staircase.

7952 SPYGLASS CT                  PLEASANTON

GARY CIVELLO                     (925) 855.4016
3 Bd 2(1) Ba 2,523+/- sq.ft., 0.16+/- Acres 
Move-In Condtion. Popular detached  
single-story Plan 2 in Golden Eagle.  

Security Gate. Private patio/yard area.

1041 GERMANO WAY        PLEASANTON

UWE MAERCZ                      (925) 360.8758   
$3,299,000 5 Bd 5(3) Ba 8,299+/- sq.ft.  
Mediterranean Villa on Premium Lot with Pan-
oramic Views of Mt. Diablo, Overlooking Creek, 

Majestic Oaks and 15th Fairway. 

1502 VIA DI SALERNO        PLEASANTON      

UWE MAERCZ                      (925) 360.8758   
$2,899,000 6 Bd 6.5 Ba 7,100+/- sq.ft.  
Mediterranean Estate w/ Impressive Dual Wrought-
Iron Staircase Grand Entry Foyer Staircase, open 

Kitchen/Nook/Family Room Area & more!

7717 COTTONWOOD LN           PLEASANTON   

MCDANIEL CALLAHAN   (925) 838-4300   
$599,900 3 Bd 2 Ba +/- sq.ft.  
Located on desirable tree lined lane in Highland 
Oaks. Single level. Kitchen family room combo w/ 

double sliding doors, pool & more!

1678 VIA ROMERO                            ALAMO

DAVID AZIMI                       (925) 251.2580        
$2,099,000 5 Bd  4.5 Ba 5,681+/- sq.ft. 
Park-like yard, custom pool, energy efficient, 
quality plus REO/ Bank owned home on 2+/- 

acres.

5359 AZALEA CT                      LIVERMORE 

MICHAEL SWIFT                (925) 251.2587   
$299,000  2 Bd 2 Ba 1,280+/- sq.ft. 
Park Like Back Yard. Newer Stucco and Paint. 
HUGE living Room. Dual Pane Windows. New 

Furnace, A/C and 50 Year Roof. 

2501 TAMWORTH LN             SAN RAMON                  

$1,095,000  4 Bd 4 Ba 3,824+/- sq.ft. 
Pebble sheen pool. prem lot, 4 car garage, office, 
bonus rm, cust blt-ins, crown mouldings, close to 
hike trails, top-rated schools. 300k in upgrades!

CINDY ENGEL                       (925) 580.5107

9877 FOOTHILL RD                               SUNOL                  

4 Bd 3 Ba 3,027+/- sq.ft., 19.89+/- Acres 
Magnificent Location, This home is only 2 years new 
w/ views, Single story, all located next to Pleasan-

ton Ridge Park, Great Castle Brook Horse Barn. 

KRISTY & COMPANY         (925) 251.2536

5439 CAMEO CT                     PLEASANTON

DAVID AZIMI                       (925) 251.2580
$429,900  3 Bd 2.5 Ba 1,614+/- sq.ft. 
This beautiful townhouse located right across 
from STONERIDGE MALL, close to parks.  

REO/Bank Owned.

3932 HILLSIDE AVE                LIVERMORE

COREY GREEN                     (925) 583.2173   
$664,000 4 Bd 3 Ba 2,872+/- sq.ft.  
Updated Kitchen & Appliances. 1 Bed/ Bath Dwn-
strs & Large Master Upstrs. Gorgeous backyard w/ 

Sideyard Access & 3 Car Gar!  Walk park.

2188 MCLEAN PLACE             LIVERMORE

PATRICK MARAVELIAS  (925) 890.1254    
$1,200,000 3 Bd 4.5 Ba 4,062+/- sq.ft.  
Stunning one of a kind, custom home in the heart 
of Livermore Wine Country. Every detail of this 

home has been carefully considered. Pool.

1647 QUAIL CT                         LIVERMORE

DIANE SASS                         (925) 583.2168     
$1,150,000 4 Bd  2.5 Ba 3,513+/- sq.ft. 
Single story custom. HUGE gourmet kitchen re-
cently done w/slab granite, decor 6 burner gas 

stove. Huge pool w/electric cover.

J. Rockcliff
Realtors

D I S C O V E R  H O W  T O  G E T  M O R E  F O R  Y O U R  H O M E .
D I S C O V E R  J .  R O C K C L I F F  R E A L T O R S .

T H E  E A S T  B A Y ’ S  P R E M I E R  R E A L  E S T A T E  C O M P A N Y .
W W W . R O C K C L I F F . C O M

G e t  I n s t a n t  M o b i l e  A c c e s s !
S m a r t  P h o n e  Q R - C o d e  R e a d e r  R e q u i r e d . 

OPEN SUN 1-4

OPEN SUN 1-4
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P  M D  925.209.0343  

NOW PENDING

Realtors
CA DRE # 00673849 / 01361481

5655 SADDLE CREEK TER                     DUBLIN

Call for Price d a
Stunning executive home backing to the 12th tee 
with breathtaking views of the golf course and 

city lights.

                        PLEASANTON

 Acres    
Carriage Gardens, single level! Great floorplan w/ 
oversized rooms, 3  fireplaces, master w/retreat.     
Salt solar pool, spa & cabana w/bath, tree house.

5 Bd  
Gorgeous European Estate, private gated ct lo-
cated among majestic oaks. Flat 1/2 acre lot w/

new solar salt water pool. 6 car garage.

           PLEASANTON

3 Ba   
Tudor, walk to downtown! 300+/- sq.ft. carriage 
house. Gourmet kitchen, granite, hardwood 

floors, solid wood arched doors, private yard.

5 Bd 3 Ba   
Amador model in Original Country Faire. Up-
graded, kitchen, bamboo floors, wooded lot with 

pool, spa,lawn, gazebos, fountains, and more!

5580 PASEO NAVARRO 
DEL PRADO, PLEASANTON

5 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, 3315 sq. .
Absolutely gorgeous completely 
remodeled and customized home 
in the heart of Pleasanton! Every 
detail and amenity is top quality 
with excellent 5 bedroom floor-
plan, gourmet kitchen, marble 
baths, and more! Backs to gorgeous 

park, no rear neighbors! 
CONTACT US FOR PRICING

W  M  G
  

.P  W   925.872.1416

J. Rockcliff
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KRIS MOXLEY

TYLER MOXLEY

925.600.0990
MOXLEYTEAM.COM

4 GENERATIONS OF  
REAL ESTATE  

SERVICE AND EXPERIENCE

DRE #00790463, 01412130

2020 MARTIN AVENUE, PLEASANTON
LOCATED IN MOHR/MARTIN ESTATES

4 BD/office 3 BA 3,107sf. + 1,100sf. guest home 
or a 24,932sf. lot. Updated gourmet kitchen  

with cook island, generous storage.  
Overlooks the grand rear yard that offers a pool, 

bocce court, fire pit & spacious grass area. 
$1,595,000

OPEN SUN 1:30-4:30

3616 NICOLE AVENUE, PLEASANTON
LOCATED IN MOHR/MARTIN ESTATES

5 BD 3.5 BA 4,460sf. on a ¾ acre lot.  
Remodeled kitchen w/ large island, breakfast 

nook, granite counters & Brazilian cherry floors, 
large master & additional bedroom on main 

level. Large private backyard with pool. 
$1,825,000

OPEN SUN 1:30-4:30

9632 BROADMOOR DR. SAN RAMON
LOCATED IN SAN RAMON ROYAL VISTA

4 BD + office, 3 BA, 3,195sf. + finished attic. 
Built in 2010 with top of the line materials. 
Gourmet kitchen, handmade mouldings,  

energy efficient & entertainer's dream home.  
Backs to the 4th hole green.

 $869,898

OPEN SUN 1:30-4:30

4 BD 2.5 BA 3,291sf. on a 39,892sf lot. 
Country elegance close to town. This 
single story offers a private well, pool, 

volleyball court, horseshoe court  
and so much more!

$1,325,000

3623 CAMERON AVE. PLEASANTON
LOCATED IN MOHR/MARTIN ESTATES

COMING SOON

Charming 3 BD 2 BA 1520sf. on a 
11,119sf lot. Refinished wood flooring 

throughout, updated kitchen. Spectacular 
rear yard with professional landscaping on 

a private and spacious lot.
$685,000

5082 CRESTWOOD CT. PLEASANTON
LOCATED IN PLEASANTON VALLEY

AVAILABLE

575 DEL SOL AVENUE, PLEASANTON
LOCATED IN DOWNTOWN PLEASANTON

3 BD 2.5 BA tri-level home with 2,266sf. on a 
6,490 acre lot. Recently upgraded thoughout, 
kitchen offers cherry wood cabinets, recessed 

lighting, and gas cooking. Amazing views from two 
covered patios! Walking distance to downtown! 

$949,000

OPEN SAT 12:30-3:30 & SUN 1:30-4:30

4025 CHADWICK PLACE, DUBLIN
LOCATED IN TASSAJARA CREEK

4 BD 2.5 BA 1,972sf. on a 3,613sf. lot.
Nice open floor plan, great location!  

Two story, built in 2003.  
End of court location. 

$589,000

OPEN SAT & SUN 1:30-4:30

1522 POPPYBANK CT. PLEASANTON
LOCATED IN CHARTER OAKS DUETS

4 BD 2.5 BA 2,020sf. on a 2,850sf. lot. 
Location, privacy, updated & move in ready.  

Open kitchen w/ granite countertops.  
Large master w/ cherry cabinets and large tub. 

Private backyard perfect for entertaining.
$625,000

OPEN SAT & SUN 1:30-4:30

PLEASANTON  90 0 Main Street

apr.com

Emily Barraclough 
www.925hometeam.com
emilyb@apr.com
(925) 621-4097

Thinking of selling your home?
I have qualified buyers. Contact me today!

JUST SOLD

3717 BRANDING IRON PLACE, DUBLIN
Just listed! Don’t miss this 3 bedroom, 2 ½ bath townhome situated in the desirable Silvera Villas neighborhood 
of Dublin. With approximately 1654 sq ft of living space, this gorgeous home has a wonderful light and bright 
open floor plan. This home features many upgrades throughout. OFFERED AT $465,000

942 VENTURA AVENUE, LIVERMORE
Don’t miss this completely updated 3 bedroom, 1 bath home in South Livermore! Newer laminate wood floors 
throughout the home, recently updated kitchen with dark wood cabinets, stainless steel appliances & granite 
counters. OFFERED AT $279,900

1422 WHISPERING OAK WAY, PLEASANTON
Beautifully appointed 5 bedroom, 3 ½ bath, 2988 sq ft home close to schools, parks, downtown, and hwy 
680. Kitchen upgraded with granite counters, ss appliances, breakfast nook & newer patio glass door. Spacious 
master suite has a stunning upgraded bathroom & large walk-in closet. OFFERED AT $899,000

4969 MOHR AVENUE, PLEASANTON
Gorgeous home in the desirable Gates neighborhood of Pleasanton. Home consists of 4 bedrooms, 2 ½ baths and 
is approximately 2103 sq ft of living space. Fabulous floor plan with a sunny open kitchen and breakfast nook that 
opens to the family room.  SOLD FOR $770,000

OPEN SUN 1:30-4:30 PENDING

PENDING
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PLEASANTON  90 0 Main Street

925.846.6500
www.blaiselofland.com

Blofland@BlaiseLofland.com

apr.com
DRE# 00882113

LAGUNA OAKS

2505 ARLOTTA PLACE, PLEASANTON
Best location in Laguna Oaks! Desirable Newport model on 
premium .40 acre lot. Quiet premium court location. Four 
bedrooms, bonus room, plus formal office. Private guest/in law/
au pair quarters (4th). Three and a half bathrooms. Approximately 
3,830 square feet. Large gourmet kitchen, granite countertops, 
custom backsplash, tile flooring and large eating area. Spacious 
master suite with views of Pleasanton Ridge, and large walk in 
closet. Beautifully landscaped rear yard with ultimate privacy.  
Expansive lawn areas (pool site). A short walk to the community 
pool, park, and tennis courts. PRICE TO FOLLOW

FOOTHILL KNOLLS

7863 FOOTHILL KNOLLS, PLEASANTON
Beautiful single story on private premium .35 acre lot. Three bedrooms, 
two bathrooms, approximately 2,150 square feet. Completely remodeled 
kitchen with granite slab countertops, custom backsplash, custom 
cabinetry and high end European appliances. Hardwood flooring, French 
doors, vaulted ceilings, newer windows, newer tile roof. Master suite 
includes custom built-in closet/dresser area, French doors to rear grounds, 
private bathroom with dual sinks. Very private professionally landscaped 
rear grounds, with no rear neighbors. Recently re-plastered and tiled pool/
spa with new equipment. Built-in kitchen/BBQ island with refrigerator. 
Mature trees, patios and lawn areas. OFFERED AT $949,000

VINTAGE HILLS

3593 ARBOR COURT, PLEASANTON
Beautiful single level in quiet court location. Excellent condition. 
Four bedrooms, two bathrooms, 1766 square feet. Remodeled 
gourmet kitchen with new cabinetry and stainless appliances. Wood 
flooring, fully cased windows, new light fixtures, new hardware, 
upgraded bathrooms. Private premium .26 acre lot with large 
park-like rear grounds. Pebble tech free form pool, brick patio, 
covered patio area, wood deck and spacious lawn area. Walk to great 
neighborhood Parks. Convenient to downtown. Award winning 
Pleasanton schools. OFFERED AT $729,500

CHARTER OAKS

1549 MAPLE LEAF DRIVE, PLEASANTON
Highly upgraded four bedroom, plus bonus/teen room, three 
bathrooms. Approximately 2,541 square feet. Completely remodeled 
kitchen with granite slab countertops, custom backsplash, custom 
cabinets & stainless steel appliances. Brazilian cherry hardwood flooring, 
upgraded carpet & remodeled master bath. Newer interior paint. Three 
car garage. Completely re-landscaped private rear grounds with built-in 
BBQ/kitchen, custom fire pit/sitting area, slate patio, garden and play 
areas. Tile roof. Convenient to downtown, neighborhood park and 
award-winning schools! OFFERED AT $899,500

PENDING

PHEASANT RIDGE

933 LAGUNA CREEK LANE, PLEASANTON
Beautiful Pheasant Ridge home on professionally landscaped .30 
acre lot. Panoramic views of Pleasanton Ridge. This semi-custom 
built by Greenbriar in 2007 has a total square footage of 5,096. 
Six bedrooms plus bonus (media prepped) (7th), six bathrooms. 
Upgraded gourmet kitchen with granite and stainless appliances, 
three car garage, beautiful grounds include built-in BBQ, outdoor 
fountain, large lawn area & slate meditation area. Walk to 
neighborhood park, convenient to downtown and award winning 
Pleasanton schools. OFFERED AT $1,439,000

OAK MANOR

819 OAK MANOR COURT, PLEASANTON
As soon as you enter you will be impressed with the unique 
elegance. Gorgeous custom home on private .62 acre lot. 
Approximately 4,541 square feet, four bedrooms (two master 
suites) plus office/wine room and bonus loft area and 5.5 
bathrooms. Quality, high end equipment and finishes throughout. 
Gourmet kitchen with granite slab counters and stainless 
steel appliances. Hardwood floors. Oversized four car garage. 
Beautifully landscaped Tahoe-like grounds with mature trees. Two 
minutes to Castlewood Country Club. OFFERED AT $1,649,000

PENDING

RUBY HILL

4355 CAMPINIA PLACE, PLEASANTON
Gorgeous upgraded single level home on .60 acre premium lot. Located 
in the desirable Ruby Hill private gated community. Four bedrooms, 
plus private office, three bathrooms, custom gourmet kitchen with 
granite countertops. Extensive crown molding & built-ins, Brazilian 
cherry flooring, expansive master suite. Professional landscaping includes: 
built-in BBQ, viewing/sitting area, views of surrounding hills & vineyards, 
covered patio and extensive lawn area. 3 car garage. Ruby Hill community 
amenities: *clubhouse, golf course, swimming pool, *tennis courts, large 
park and greenbelts (*discounted memberships now available). Close to 
several wineries. SOLD FOR $1,382,500

JUST CLOSED

SYCAMORE HEIGHTS

1092 SYCAMORE CREEK WY, PLEASANTON
Wow! Private premium 20,180 sq ft estate lot. Panoramic views of 
Pleasanton Ridge, the valley and Mount Diablo. Large rear grounds 
with expansive lawn area and patio. Backs to open space. Five bedrooms, 
plus den, bonus room option (5th), five and a half bathrooms. 
Approximately 5,000 sq ft. Large gourmet kitchen with granite slab 
countertops and stainless steel appliances. Crown molding throughout, 
new custom flooring, extensive upgraded light fixtures, new interior 
paint throughout. Close to downtown, Castlewood Country Club, Oak 
Hills Shopping Center, and Mission Hills Park. Award winning schools!  
SOLD FOR $1,490,000 

JUST CLOSED

JUST LISTED OPEN SUN 1-4COMING SOON

Doug Buenz
Office 

925.251.1111
Direct 

925.463.2000
680Homes.com

apr.com | PLEASANTON | 900 Main Street 925.251.1111

High Performance Real Estate

Our home is currently for sale in Pleasanton. We have only 
been on the market for about 2 weeks. We received an offer yes-
terday, and while it is a really good offer, we think we should give 
the buyer a counter offer to see if they will go up. Is this smart?

This is a great question, and refl ects a situation that occurs all 
too often. Namely, how do you respond to an offer? Over the 
years I’ve heard and seen everything. I had one client tell me 
once that his best friend told him to “always counter every offer”.  
When I asked what his friend did for a living, the seller told me 
he was a restaurant manager. Now I’m sure he was very capable 
in his position, but I did question his ability to give advice on the 
local real estate market. Because when it is all said and done, this 
question can only be answered in the context of the local market 
conditions at that point in time.

There are risks to the seller all the way around. If you counter 

the buyer’s offer, you run the risk 
of the buyer changing their mind 
or not responding. I have seen 
this happen numerous times. The 
buyer puts forth a good faith offer, 
and feels insulted that the seller 
counters them, and decides to look 
elsewhere. And on several occa-
sions, I have seen sellers end up 
selling the house for less than what 
their original offer was.  

On the other hand, if you accept the buyer’s fi rst offer, how 
do you know that they are not willing to pay more? Again, the 
short answer is you don’t. Maybe they will, maybe they  >> Go to 
www.680homes.com to read the rest of this article.

Q & A:  Should We Counter That Offer?

The latest from The 680 Blog

CA DRE# 00843458

Go to 680Homes.com for more information on these homes and other properties.

Fabulous estate home 
with 6 BR + loft & offi ce/
rec room, 5 BTH, 4 car 
garage, stone fl ooring, 
dream kitchen, and 1.1 
acre lot with pool, sports 
court, outdoor kitchen 
and views! 
$1,840,000

JUST SOLD!

Fabulous French Country 
custom with 5 BR + 
offi ce & retreat, 4 full & 
2 half BTH, hardwood 
fl oors, 4 car garage, and 
private .62 acre lot with 
pool.
$1,779,000
1194 Via di Salerno

OPEN SAT/SUN 1-4 Pristine remodeled 
single story! 3 BR, 
2 BTH, hardwood fl oors, 
cherry & granite kitchen, 
dual pane windows, and 
large 8000 sq ft lot with 
paved side access! 
$669,500
7791 Desertwood Lane

OPEN SUN 1-4

Old world charm in a 
private oasis! Stunning 
single story custom 
home. 4 BR, 4 ½ BTH, 
private .75 acre lot with 
pool & security gate, 
and exceptional quality!
$1,785,000

PENDING SALE! Fabulous luxury single story 
home with 4 BR, 2 ½ BTH, 
3 car garage, hardwood 
fl oors, upgraded kitchen, 
and fabulous fl at .57 acre 
lot with pool, spa, and 
detached guest house & 
wine cellar. 
$1,515,000

JUST SOLD!

Walk to Vintage Hills 
School! Spacious single 
story home with 3 BR, 
2 ½ BTH, 3 fi replaces, 
sunny updated kitchen, 
vaulted ceilings, and large 
8600 sq ft private creek 
side lot! 
$600,000's

COMING SOON!
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Go to open.apr.com for the Bay Area’s only
complete online open home guide.

PLEASANTON  $1,579,000
Warm & inviting 4391+/-sf estate on a court 
with over 334k+/- in upgrades. Quality, charm 
& designer touches embrace this 4bd/4.5ba 
luxury home! www.3372SagewoodCt.com 
3372 SAGEWOOD CT 

DANIEL ALPHER BY APPT

PLEASANTON  $1,179,000
5bd/3ba, 3501+/-sf beauty! Large upgraded 
kitchen w/granite counters & stainless steel 
appliances. Gleaming hardwood floors 
downstairs, new carpets upstairs, views of 
Mount Diablo! 857 MONTEVINO DR 

DIANE SMUGERESKY BY APPT 

PLEASANTON  $1,075,950 
Just reduced! Rarely available 5 bd, 3 full 
ba, original Country Fair home situated on a 
huge lot! 1 bd/1ba downstairs. The ultimate 
family neighborhood, quiet street, near 
parks and schools. 2691 CALLE ALEGRE

DAN GAMACHE, JR. OPEN SAT/SUN 1-4

SAN RAMON  $979,950
Location Location Location. Features 
include five BR plus den, 4 BA, one bed & 
bath downstairs, granite, stainless steel 
Appliances, 3 car garage, and located across 
from the park. 865 PIPERS BROOK CT 

MARK LAFFERTY BY APPT

PLEASANTON  $949,000 
3bd/2.5ba, 2266+/-sf, tri-level, recently 
upgraded throughout, cherry kitchen cabinets, 
recessed lighting, gas cooking, amazing views 
from 2 covered patios, walking distance to 
downtown. 575 DEL SOL AVE

MOXLEY TEAM OPEN SAT/SUN

PLEASANTON  $899,000 
Prime location across from Valley View 
Elementary! Custom, spacious, unique 
family friendly home w/parklike 12,500+/-sf 
lot, pool/spa, oversized upstairs deck, back 
house w/475+/-sf. Views! 465 ADAMS WAY 

TIFFANY ROSE BY APPT 

PLEASANTON  $779,000
Absolutely “turnkey”, remodeled throughout, 
eat-in granite kitchen, SS appliances, 
travertine marble master bath, hw floors, 
plantation shutters, finished garage/attic 
storage and more! 4483 SHEARWATER CT 

TIM MCGUIRE OPEN SUN 1-4

PLEASANTON  $585,000
Super clean, upgraded kitchen, huge 
beautiful backyard, new windows, great 
location, very well maintained by owners. 
6432 INGLEWOOD DR 
 

JULIA MURTAGH SAT 2-4:30

PLEASANTON  $749,000
4bd/3ba (1 bd/ba downstairs), updated 
kitchen/baths, & solar panels for energy 
efficiency. End of the cul-de-sac, backing to 
greenbelt w/playground, community pool, 
tennis courts! 3298 MONMOUTH COURT 

JOYCE JONES SUN 2-4

PLEASANTON  $525,000 
Charming “WillowWest” home, quiet court, 
new roof, paint, carpet & updated master 
bath. Finished garage w/insulated garage 
door, separate HVAC, carpet, can lights, 
cabinets, & more! 4649 KLAMATH CT 

TIM MCGUIRE BY APPT 

A tuxedo. Caviar. The little black dress. Alain Pinel Realtors.

Don Faught   Vice President/Managing Broker  |  Pleasanton and Livermore  |  dfaught@apr.com


