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Get All of This Plus More Great Offers from Volvo!

THE NEW 2012 VOLVO S60

925.939.3333
2791 North Main St., Walnut Creek, CA

www.lawrencevolvo.com

For further details, 
please contact our
sales department

5 YEAR WARRANTY + 5 YEAR WEAR & TEAR
5 YEAR SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE + 5 YEAR ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE

BEST-IN-CLASS COVERAGE PLAN FROM VOLVO SECURESAFE
Over 20 years of
Exceptional Customer Service
Highest Quality Products
Great Selections

Showroom and Factory
located at 4225 Stanley Blvd
near downtown Pleasanton

We also do…

Blinds, Shades
Shutters and more…

Learn the proper way to begin and continue an on-going yoga practice. 
Yoga brings strength and flexibility to body and mind.  

All ages welcome – from 13 to 73!   

No experience necessary. Class size LIMITED to 30! Class fills up quickly.

CALL 925-819-9983 to RESERVE a spot.
Classes 7-days a week. Visit our website at: www.pleasantonyoga.com

Advanced Studies Program, Pre-natal Yoga, Restorative Yoga,  
Therapeutic Yoga, 6:00 a.m. Yoga Classes

Think you’re too OLD for YOGA?
Do you need more FLEXIBILITY?
Are you ready to feel GOOD again?

Introduction to Yoga
Wednesday Nights 7:15 - 8:45 p.m.
Feb 9th – March 30th, 2011
$104 for all 8 sessions
Drop-in for the first class for $14

220-B Division Street  
Pleasanton

Downtown Yoga    220-B Division Street    Pleasanton, CA 94566    (925) 819-9983

Discover the advantages of  The Parkview. 
Enjoy apartment living in Pleasanton 

with stunning views… The peace-of-mind 
that comes with staff  availability around 
the clock to assist as needed…A recreation 
program with opportunities to learn, create 
and regain self-confidence. Separate memory 
care accommodations are on-site.

Call today for more information or to 
schedule a tour.

AT THIS AGE, I 
THOUGHT I KNEW 
EVERYTHING ABOUT 
MYSELF. LITTLE DID I 
KNOW THAT I HAD

MORE TO DISCOVER

THROUGH ALL THE

PROGRAMS OFFERED

HERE. WAS I SURPRISED

TO FIND THAT I HAD A
CREATIVE SIDE?

IN A WORD - YES!100 VALLEY AVENUE (FORMERLY JUNIPERO ST.) 
PLEASANTON

925-461-3042
WWW.ESKATON.ORG   MANAGED BY ESKATON License #015601283

The Perfect Blend
THE INDEPENDENCE YOU WANT, THE ASSISTANCE YOU NEED.

Serving the Tri-Valley with Medical Facilities in Livermore and Pleasanton.

HAVING A BABY  
IN 2011

FREE EDUCATION SEMINAR
Presented by:
John Nunes, MD 
ValleyCare Medical Foundation OB/GYN

Christi Klimisch, MD 
ValleyCare Medical Foundation Pediatrician

Date: February 1, 2011

Time: 7:30–9:00 PM

Location: ValleyCare Medical Plaza 
5725 W. Las Positas Blvd 
2nd floor Conference Room 
Pleasanton 
two blocks west of hospital

Please join us for a free education  
seminar where ValleyCare physicians  
will discuss important issues regarding  
having a baby in 2011. Learn more  
about fetal monitoring, labor anesthesia,  
and role of the labor coach. Your questions 
about your baby’s needs and what you  
can expect in his/her first few days of  
life will also be discussed.

We invite you to register for this seminar by 
calling the ValleyCare Health Information 
line at 1-800-719-9111 or visit our website at  
www.valleycare.com/educationseminars.
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In Pleasanton’s push for more 
“green” building and energy 
and water consumption sav-

ings, long-time environmentalist 
and civic leader Jonathan Harvey 
is already there — or soon will be. 
Harvey, his wife Kitty and their two 
children have sold their spacious 
Kottinger Ranch home and are liv-
ing temporarily in a rental until 
their new home, now under con-
struction at Third and Neal streets, 
is finished sometime this summer. 
Local architect Charles Huff, who’s 
not involved in the construction, be-
lieves the house will be the “greenest 
home” in the Valley. With solar roof 
panels, special insulation and energy 
efficient appliances, lights and heat-
ing, the Harvey’s electric bill will be 
next to nothing compared to the 
triple digits PG&E charged them in 
Kottinger Ranch. Plants, fruit trees, 
shrubs and grasses that need little 
water will cut the family’s water and 
sewer bill significantly. Even the lo-
cation of the new house — on a city 
lot close to downtown — would 
rack up points on an environmental 
scorecard with work, restaurants, 
the public library, even Amador Val-
ley High where the Harveys’ son is a 
junior, within walking distance.
 The Harveys are making the move 
to be friendlier to earth’s shrinking 
resources. With a daughter in col-
lege, they’ll soon be empty nest-
ers and their smaller two-bedroom 
home will work just fine. They’re 
adding a second floor, which most-
ly will become a “granny” unit that 

the Harveys plan to lease. They 
own a cabin in the mountains 
where they spend part of the winter 
when Jon serves on his ski patrol. 
The tenant will watch the house 
while they’re gone and provide 
them with a bit of income as well.
 To those who know Jon Harvey, 
the new house is an extension 
of his commitment to the envi-
ronment. For the past six years, 
he has served on the Alameda 
County Board of Zoning Adjust-
ments, which has the responsibility 
for handling conditional use and 
land use permits. In that role, he 
was part of the permitting process 
for windmills we see as we cross 
the Altamont Pass. Just last week, 
the board approved a solar farm in 
eastern Alameda County north of 
I-580. With 14 acres of solar col-
lectors on the 20-acre site, it will be 
the largest in the region, producing 
solar power for the nearby PG&E 
electric grid and needed revenue 
for the county.
 Harvey also serves on the board 
of the Greenbelt Alliance, which 
works with cities such as Pleasan-
ton to make better use of infill sites 
instead of allowing development 
on the fringes, such as where Kot-
tinger Ranch was built at the time it 
received permits from Pleasanton. 
The Alliance is working with Pleas-
anton’s Housing Element task force 
to find suitable sites for higher den-
sity, market rate and low-income 
housing. With the city’s housing 
cap now ruled illegal and the state 
requiring more of this type of hous-
ing in Pleasanton, we can expect to 
see Harvey even more active locally 
in his effort to make our town more 
energy efficient and environmen-
tally friendly. 

AROUND 
PLEASANTON

BY JEB BING

Downsizing 
for the good 
of Pleasanton

About the Cover
Taking their Weeklies around the world are, clockwise from bottom left: Patti 
and Alvin Baer tour the Sphinx and Pyramids on their cruise to Egypt, Greece 
and Turkey; Jeff Silversmith at the ruins of St. Paul’s Cathedral on Macau while 
on a business trip to Hong Kong and China; artist Charlotte Severin with her 
husband Jerry and other artists at the medieval village of Saint-Cirq Lapopie; Jim 
Kuhn of Cardinal Jewelers visits the Transfiguration Cathedral on Kizhi Island 
in Russia; Shelby Barraza, Brendan Keaveney and Justin Mullaney, students at 
University of Oregon, cheer on the Ducks along with their siblings, Dillon Mul-
laney and Lauren Barraza, at the National Championship Game on Jan. 10; and 
Chris, Mabel and Jeremy Lawton on Anaeho’omalu Beach on the Big Island of 
Hawaii while celebrating Thanksgiving 2009. Design by Kristin Herman.
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Beautiful Flooring
Made Easy

925.658.5575
eastbay.floorcoveringsinternational.com

5757 Sonoma Dr., #B, Pleasanton, CA 94566
Lic. #942457

Floor Coverings International makes getting new flooring 
easy and convenient every step of the way, 

from selection to installation. 
Call us for a Free In-Home Consultation

A Touch of Health Day Spa

377 St. Mary Street 

Cuda Ridge Wines

Aldrin A. Adamos DDS

219 Division Street 

Fenestra Winery

Berry Patch

350-A Main Street

 Westover Winery & Vineyards

Cazinha Portrait Studio

551 Main Street

Murrieta's Well

Clover Creek

670 Main Street 

Cuda Ridge Wines

Comerica Bank

600 Main Street Suite A

Fenestra Winery

Disney & Studio Animation Art

608 Main Street 

Palomares Vineyard & Winery

Divine Skin & Body Care

87 W Neal Street 

Palomares Vineyard & Winery

First Republic Bank

249 Main Street 

Little Valley Winery

Gourmet Works

420 Main Street 

Crooked Vine Winery

Jewelers Gallery

614 Main Street 

Goodfellow Winery

La Lu European Spa

780 Main Street

Stony Ridge Winery

Little Valley Winery

739 Main Street

MD Laser Spa

531 Main Street 

Page Mill Winery

Murphy's Paw

410 Main Street 

White Crane Winery

Pans on Fire

310 B Main Street

Miramont Estate Vineyard

at Tesla Vintners

Rick's Picks

719 Main Street 

Marr Cellars at Tesla Vintners

RPM Mortgage

30 W Neal Street #105

Ryhan Estate Vineyards

Savvy Seconds

550 & 560 Main Street 

Longevity Wines

Sincerely Yours Cards & Gifts

711 Main Street 

Wente Vineyards

Studio Seven Arts

400 Main Street 

Ryhan Estate Vineyards

TheCyclePros

728 Main Street 

Garre Winery

Towne Center Books

555 Main Street

 Elliston Vineyards

US Bank

749 Main Street 

Westover Winery & Vineyards

Valley Plumbing Home Center

272 Rose Avenue

White Crane Winery

VisionOne Optometry

63 W Angela Street

 Bodegas Aguirre Winery

Yolatea

600 Main Street #F 

Tamas Estates

Wine-Hosting Locations and Wineries

Truffles Tidbits & Wine Tasting

Purchase tickets here:
Clover Creek (670 Main Street)
Studio 7 Fine Arts (400 Main Street)
Towne Center Books (555 Main Street)
Rose Hotel (807 Main Street)

Thursday, February 3rd, 6-9 PM

**ALTERNATE FOOD/DRINK LOCATIONS** (non-alcoholic)

Museum on Main, 603 Main Street

State Farm Insurance, 320 St. Mary Street

JEB BING

The Harveys’ new home under construction at Third and Neal streets in Pleas-
anton.



Streetwise
ASKED IN PARK CITY, UTAH  

AT THE 2011 SUNDANCE FILM FESTIVAL

What is your all-time favorite movie?

Nathaniel Orr
Screenwriter

My favorite film is “Blue” by Krzysztof 
Kieslowski. Every time I see it I find a new 
nuance about the film, about myself, about 
life. It just keeps getting more beautiful each 
time.

Adam Quinn
Radio

I have two. “Pulp Fiction” should go down 
in history as one of the greatest movies 
ever made, and “There Will Be Blood” with 
Daniel Day-Lewis is incredible. I’ve watched 
it over one hundred times. The dialogue, 
the scenery — it is the most perfect movie 
ever made.

Katie Keller
Pre-med student

It’s going to sound cheesy, but my favorite 
movie would have to be “The Notebook.” 
It’s a classic love story, and I think that 
Rachel McAdams is a wonderful actress.

Adrienne Maloof
Reality Star

It has to be “Goodfellas,” because of the 
amazing actors and great directing. I love 
the music, too.

Elmo (with friend Kevin Clash)
Furry red monster

Elmo’s all-time favorite movie is “The 
Wizard of Oz” because Elmo loves Dorothy. 
That’s why Elmo named Elmo’s goldfish 
Dorothy. Elmo loves to watch “The Wizard 
of Oz.”

Have a Streetwise question? E-mail editor@PleasantonWeekly.com
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Buy $100 or more gift certifi cate 
and receive a 

FREE Classic Pedicure 

Buy a $50 Gift Certifi cate and receive a 
FREE Classic Manicure

www.joiedeviedayspa.com

925-485-4272

Experience Joie de Vie, the “Joy of Life”

Vitalize the body
   Indulge the senses
     Experience the joy of life

Happy Valentine’s Day

Enjoy a complimentary glass of 
champagne while basking in the 

luxury of our beautiful spa

Massage Therapy f Facial Treatments f Skin Care
Body Wraps & Scrubs f Mani/Pedi f Waxing/Threading

We carry Pevonia skin care products

30% Off on selected services valid only for: 

Exp. 2-22-11



Newsfront
World Series trophy 
on display
 The Giants World Series Tro-
phy will be on display from 4-6 
p.m. Feb. 2 at Stoneridge Shop-
ping Center. The sterling silver 
trophy is the actual one deliv-
ered by Major League Baseball 
Commissioner Bud Selig to the 
San Francisco Giants following 
the Nov. 1 World Series win 
against the Texas Rangers.
 Fans are encouraged to arrive 
early for the free trophy viewing 
but they will not be allowed to 
touch it. A professional pho-
tographer will be on hand; the 
use of personal cameras will 
be determined according to the 
turnout.
 The trophy is on a 30-plus 
city tour that began Jan. 4 and 
will include stops at the Nation-
al Baseball Hall of Fame in Coo-
perstown, N.Y., and Troy, N.Y., 
where the team was founded. It 
will return to tour San Francisco 
neighborhoods and eventually 
be at AT&T Park for the Giants 
home opener against the Los 
Angeles Dodgers on April 8.

Film student up  
for awards
 A film by a 2001 Amador Val-
ley High grad will air Sunday at 
the 13th annual California Inde-
pendent Film Festival (CAIFF) 
that takes place Jan. 28-Feb. 3 
at the New Rheem Theatre in 
Moraga.
 Michael Callahan’s film 
“Kiddo,” which runs 8 minutes 
45 seconds, will be shown from 
10 a.m.-noon at the Zemrak 
Theatre, plus it is nominated for 
Best Student Film and Best Mini 
Short. “Kiddo” is the story of 
a meek young man who helps 
his friend rob a diner and must 
come to terms with “the power 
at the end of his gun.”
 Callahan is home from Los 
Angeles to scout locations for 
his University of Southern Cali-
fornia thesis film, which he will 
shoot in this vicinity in May. 

McNerney internships

 Congressman Jerry McNer-
ney (D-Pleasanton) is accept-
ing applications for interns in 
his Pleasanton and Stockton of-
fices. College and post-graduate 
students are eligible, and high 
school students will be consid-
ered on a case-by-case basis. 
Fax a cover letter and resume to 
737-0734 for the Pleasanton of-
fice and (209) 476-8587 for the 
Stockton office.

Corrections
The Weekly desires to correct  
all significant errors. To request  
a correction, call the editor  
at (925) 600-0840 or e-mail:  
editor@PleasantonWeekly.com

DIGEST
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BY GLENN WOHLTMANN
 The Pleasanton school board is one step closer 
to seeking a parcel tax after getting the go-ahead 
from its two consultants.
 Bryan Godbe, president of Godbe Research, 
said the measure, with a tax set at $98, would 
pass, even with the margin of error of 4.8%.
 “This could be 67% on the low side, which is 
still a win,” Godbe told the board Tuesday night.
 The tax needs a two-thirds approval rating to 
pass.
 Earlier this month, Godbe Research did a fol-
low up to its initial survey, done late last year, 
with similar results.
 The latest survey of 400 voters showed 71% 
would support a parcel tax, and that 69% would 
back a tax of $98.
 However, Charles Heath, principal of TBWB 
Strategies said a strong push is still needed to 
ensure a win.
 “There needs to be an independent campaign 
to make sure those ‘probably yeses’ become 
‘yeses,’” Health said.
 He said there’s enough support for a committee at 
each school, and the push should involve the school 
site committee, the PTA and parents to push for the 
measure, which would be on the ballot in May at an 
estimated cost of $200,000 to $250,000.
 Part of the effort would be to offset potential 
opposition, including that the tax would protect 
union jobs, allow for salary increases, would 
have no rules about spending, and that school 
administrators make too much and have too 
many perquisites.

 Nine people in support of a parcel tax ad-
dressed the board, including several business-
men, seniors and parents.
 A $98 parcel tax would likely net the district 
about $2 million a year over the four years it’s in 
effect. Board Member Chris Grant said that’s only 
about 10% of the money that’s been cut by the state 
and less than half the amount school employees 
gave back to the district through furlough days.
 Based on comments from the board Tuesday 
night, the parcel tax is likely to be approved, 
although it will come up for a formal vote at the 
next board meeting on Feb. 1, and board mem-
bers said they’d like to hear more input from 
residents.
 The board will also discuss its budget. Tuesday 
night, however, Luz Cézares, assistant superin-
tendent of business services, offered the board 
two budget scenarios based on Gov. Jerry Brown’s 
proposed budget. In what she called the bad sce-
nario, the district could find itself with a $13.7 
million shortfall by the 2012-13 school year. 
That’s if an extension of taxes slated to come up 
for a statewide vote in June fails and the district is 
required to pay for county mental health services 
currently covered by state funding.
 Even in the better of the two scenarios, she said 
the district could have to cut another $3.5 million 
from its budget for the 2012-13 school year.
 Cézares pointed out that neither of the scenar-
ios included revenue from a parcel tax or income 
generated by Pleasanton Partnerships In Educa-
tion (PPIE) which, including donations from its 
CORE (Community OutReach for Education), 

raised $660,000 over the last year or so.
 She said there are only three ways to deal 
with the shortfall: reducing spending by cutting 
programs and through further employee conces-
sions; increasing revenues, as with a parcel tax and 
fundraising; or by spending the district’s reserves, 
which amount to $4.6 million, including $2.7 mil-
lion in one-time money from the federal jobs act.
 Cézares repeated something she’s said dur-
ing the last few board meetings, that no matter 
what, the budget picture will change.
 “This is step one of many, many steps that are 
going to be taken,” she told the board. “This will 
change many times.”
 The board did receive some positive news 
about its finances, however. An annual audit 
required by the state showed few problems with 
the school’s accounting practices, although some 
tweaking will need to be done with relatively 
minor issues. Cézares said similar adjustments 
are made every year.
 In other matters Tuesday, the board heard 
about proposed revisions to the district’s wellness 
policy. The policy has been seven years in the 
making, said Diane Howell, director of human 
resources, and it covers both student and staff 
physical and mental health. Howell noted that 
many of the proposed changes have been imple-
mented gradually over the last few years.
 The proposed changes have met with some re-
sistance from parents and teachers who are wor-
ried the revisions would require all students to 

PUSD discusses parcel tax survey, budget woes
More cuts are likely to come in 2012-13 school year

GLENN WOHLTMANN

Steppin’ out at the drama fest
Members of Amador Valley High School’s drama program dance with their younger counterparts 
at the annual AVHS Middle School Drama Festival this week. Kicking up their heels are (l-r) 
Mariah Baxter, Sophie Brunelli, Emil Helt, Chloe Ostroff and Tommy Herz.

“This is our seventh year hosting the festival,” said AVHS Drama Director Kelsey Hartman. “We 
hold the festival every year to introduce middle schoolers to the drama program here at Amador. 
Drama is a great adventure for these students and to have a day where they can explore the world 
of theater with high schoolers can be inspiring as well as a lot of fun.”

University founder 
charged with fraud, 
money laundering 
Feds say Tri-Valley University 
was ‘elaborate fraud scheme’

 Federal court documents show Susan Xiao-
Ping Su, the founder of Tri-Valley University and 
owner of two homes in Pleasanton, has been 
charged with money laundering, mail fraud and 
wire fraud.
 The university — apparently operated out of 
a small, two-story office space on Boulder Court 
— and the two houses were raided last week by 
federal officials from ICE, the Immigrations and 
Customs Enforcement division of Homeland 
Security.
 Court documents claim that Su ran an “elabo-
rate fraud scheme” that netted millions of 
dollars from foreign nationals who hoped to 
become legal immigrants.
 Su “made false statements and misrepresenta-
tions in petitions to DHS (the Department of 
Homeland Security) to obtain student visas from 
the government,” according to charges filed earli-
er this month in U.S. District Court in Oakland.
 “Su and Tri-Valley University have made mil-
lions of dollars in tuition fees for issuing these 
visa related documents which enable foreign 
nationals (to) obtain illegal student immigrant 
status,” the DHS stated.
 The document says Su used profits from her 
scam to buy five properties, including the two 
homes in Pleasanton raided by ICE last week 
— at 2890 Victoria Ridge Court and 1371 Ger-
mano Way.
 Although on its website the university claims 

See UNIVERSITY on Page 6

See PARCEL TAX on Page 7
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NEWS

BY GLENN WOHLTMANN
 San Ramon Fire District Chief 
Richard Price was sitting with a cou-
ple of his coworkers in a San Ramon 
restaurant about a year ago when 
they heard a fire engine nearby.
 That was no big deal, since Price 
hears them all the time, but he idly 
wondered where the truck was 
headed. To his surprise, the truck 
pulled up right next to where he 
was eating.
 Someone had gone into cardiac 
arrest. While Price gets paged if 
there’s a fire, he had received no 
notification of this, even though 
he had a defibrillator in his truck 
parked outside.
 That got him thinking: A brain 
can survive only about 10 minutes 
after a heart is stopped, and the San 
Ramon Valley Fire Protection Dis-
trict averages about seven minutes 
to arrive on scene. 
 “It was hard to think that there 
was someone in need right next 
door to us,” Price recalled.
 Price said only 8% of people 
with a heart attack survive without 
immediate attention. With CPR and 
quick use of an Automated Elec-
tronic Defibrillator (AED), those 
survival rates go up dramatically, to 
about 80%.
 Price said while he has 48 trained 
people in San Ramon, he estimates 
there may be 15,000 people in the 
fire protection district who have 

CPR training, and his dispatchers 
can talk a novice through the basics 
as well. And while many businesses 
have an AED, people often don’t 
know where they are.
 A year and a lot of technical 
work led to this morning’s an-
nouncement — the unveiling of an 
iPhone application that can send 

people with training and the desire 
to a heart attack victim.
 Using GPS tracking in a phone, 
people who sign on to be alerted 
can be sent to a victim and even 
pointed to the nearest AED.
 The app has been in testing over 
the last six months. Tuesday morn-
ing, Price announced that it will 
be released internationally, with the 
help of Dave Duffield, founder and 
chief executive officer of Workday 
in Pleasanton. Duffield was also the 
founder of PeopleSoft, a Pleasanton 
firm that was acquired by Oracle 
Corp., with those facilities staying in 
Pleasanton and recently expanded.
 Other sponsors of the new app 
release are Jack Parrow, presi-
dent of the International Associa-
tion of Fire Chiefs (IAFC), and 

Tim O’Reilly, founder and CEO of 
O’Reilly Media.
 Duffield will provide technical 
support so developers can move 
the app to other platforms, like the 
Blackberry and the Android, while 
O’Reilly will push the idea to other 
cities and ultimately, the public. Par-
row will promote it to other chiefs 
across the country and the world.
 The software will be in the pub-
lic domain — meaning free — and 
with technical support from Duf-
field’s company and the backing of 
O’Reilly and Parrow, Price thinks 
the app could help save thousands 
of lives a year.
 Bringing the new app online 
worldwide will take some work. Par-
row, for example, pointed out that 
some fire departments don’t have the 
software needed to send out the loca-
tion automatically. Price and his team 
located all the AEDs in San Ramon, 
and that effort would have to be 
duplicated by other fire departments 
that hope to use the app.
 But with the backing of the IAFC 
and Duffield, O’Reilly said he hopes 
many departments will be using 
the app in the next year.
 Price said signing up for the app 
will allow anyone the potential of 
becoming a hero, and a public ser-
vice announcement asking people 
to sign up will air in theaters as 
soon as today.
 He quoted President Barrack 
Obama’s speech at a memorial ser-
vice in Tucson.
 “Referring to the bystanders that 
came to aid of those injured, Presi-
dent Obama stated ‘Heroism is here, 
all around us, in the hearts of so 
many of our fellow citizens, just wait-
ing to be summoned,’” Price said, 
adding, “I couldn’t agree more. There 
is a hero in all of us.” 

iPhone app offers all a chance to be a hero
Pleasanton’s Workday helps make technology available

For all your remodeling needs

Marvette
construction

www.marvetteconstruction.com
(925) 784-1800

Kitchen Special
$13,999

Includes:

License #886695
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VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OR   
Shop@Home  WWW.DIABLOFLOORING.COM

Diablo Flooring Inc. is here to bring the best possible pricing with the most beautiful 
and complete installation to the Bay Area. We are a small store which lets us give you 

the attention needed for a more professional experience. We cater to residential & 
commercial customers, designer, contractors, and developers.

DIABLO FLOORING, INC

License #898787

FREE ESTIMATES

(925) 426-RUGS (7847)
5600-D Sunol Blvd., Pleasanton, CA 94566

2 LOCATIONS!

(925) 988-WOOD (9663)

2010

Best Carpet Store
Best Flooring Store

Become a fan on Facebook and win a FREE 8 x 10 wool area rug.

Serving the Tri-Valley for 27 years

463-2150
6155 Stoneridge Drive, Suite 100, Pleasanton

(at the corner of Stoneridge & Franklin, between Hopyard & I-680)

Sunglasses are a girl’s best friend.
Sunglasses make a great Valentine’s Day gift for men as well!

Stylish designs by Christian Dior, Oakley, Fendi, Maui Jim,
Juicy Couture, Ray Ban, and so much more. 

He went to 
Foothill Optometric Group!

EUGENE

DICK

FRED

BILL

DAVE

LEW

TOM

TOMMIKE
JIM

CHUCK

PROPANE 
TANK 
EXCHANGE

$1999

Limit 3 bags. Expires 2/28/11 

Start Right. Start Here.

1807 Santa Rita Rd, Pleasanton
Phone (925) 846-0660

www.truevalue.com/pleasanton

Workbench 
TrueValue Hardware 

(Some Restrictions Apply)

10% OFF 
High Prairie 
30 lb. Bag 
of Dog food

faculty members from prominent 
businesses and other universities, 
Tri-Valley University was never an 
accredited university, according to 
federal documents.
 Doors at Tri-Valley University 
remain locked, and calls to its 
single phone number remain unan-
swered; black plastic bags shroud 
the second-story windows of the 
office suite.
 A search of the school’s online 
catalog — with a long list of spell-
ing and grammatical errors — 
shows the university claims to offer 
bachelor’s, master’s and doctorate 
degrees in everything from engi-
neering to law to medicine.
 The college catalog claims the 
campus “feature a state-of-art li-
brary, faculty-student lodge ad-
ministrative offices and classrooms 
(and) research labs.”
 The school’s catalog, however, 
shows many of its classes being 
held in the same rooms and at the 
same time.
 Questions about the university 
have been circulating since at least 
last September, when a comment 
was posted on a consumer website 

that the school was not accredited.
 A message from Su on the Tri-
Valley University website says “pro-
grams at Tri-Valley University are 
designated with the key of integra-
tion: integration of Christian faith 
with academics, academic princi-
ples with industry practical appli-
cation, integration of career pursuit 
with spiritual growth.”
 An April hearing has been set. 

—Glenn Wohltmann

UNIVERSITY
Continued from Page 5

GLENN WOHLTMANN

With the new app released today, peo-
ple can sign up to respond if there’s a 
cardiac emergency nearby. 

GLENN WOHLTMANN

Tri-Valley University is closed after a 
raid last week by Homeland Security.
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 Democratic Congressman John 
Garamendi said Tuesday night 
that he was generally pleased with 
President Obama’s State of the 
Union address although he wants 
the war in Afghanistan to end now, 
not just with troop pull-outs as the 
president promised.
 Job creation and government 
spending were at the core of 
Obama’s speech, which included 
references to America’s crisis of 
confidence following the Russian 
launch of the Sputnik rocket in 
1957 and challenged the nation 
to have a new “space race” in the 
form of innovation, education and 
infrastructure. 
 “We’ll invest in biomedical re-
search, information technology, 
and especially clean energy tech-
nology — an investment that will 
strengthen our security, protect 
our planet, and create countless 
new jobs for our people,” Obama 
said. 
 The president also spoke of the 
importance of reducing the deficit 
and restructuring the federal gov-
ernment to make it more efficient, 
but he made it clear he would not 
abandon government spending on 
what he considers crucial invest-
ments, such as education.
 Garamendi (D-Walnut Creek) 
said the president laid out a solid 
agenda, and now it’s up to Con-
gress to find a way to do it.
 He said his main point of con-
tention with the president was 
Obama’s remarks about the war in 
Afghanistan. The president said he 
would begin bringing troops home 
in July. 
 “I think we ought to end the war 
now,” Garamendi said.
 Garamendi said he was happy 
the president emphasized invest-
ment in innovation and infra-
structure, which are particularly 
important to Northern California 
constituents.
 “I thought he did a very good 
job,” said Garamendi, who was 
elected to Congress in 2009 after 
having served as lieutenant gover-
nor, state insurance commissioner, 

and deputy secretary of the inte-
rior. 
 “He was basically saying we 
need to make it in America — 
bring these jobs back home and 
make it in America. So that was 
really, in my view, very important 
that he said, ‘These are the crucial 
investments.’” 
 Garamendi said the feeling in 
the House chambers, where Re-
publicans and Democrats adopted 
an integrated seating chart this 
year, was less partisan than last 
year. The tone was more mea-
sured, he said. 
 This year’s State of the Union 
address came just over two weeks 
after Rep. Gabrielle Giffords (D-
Arizona) was critically injured in 

a shooting at a 
political event 
in Tucson, Ariz., 
that left six 
people dead, in-
cluding a federal 
judge. 
   “I think the 
applause was 
not partisan,” 
this year, said 
Garamendi, who 
sat by Republi-
cans from New 
Hampshire and 

Florida. “Almost all the applause 
I observed was based upon people 
hearing an issue and saying, ‘Yes, I 
think that was good.’” 
 Obama too seemed to seek a bi-
partisan tone in the speech, often 
mentioning Republican proposals 
he would be willing to support 
— such as health care tort reform 
— and promising to work with 
Republicans to streamline govern-
ment.
 “I am willing to eliminate what-
ever we can honestly afford to do 
without,” he said. “But let’s make 
sure what we’re cutting is really 
excess weight. Cutting the deficit 
by cutting our investments in in-
novation and education is like 
lightening an overloaded airplane 
by removing its engine.”

—Bay City News

Garamendi praises Obama 
talk, but wants war over ‘now’

‘Applause was not partisan, I think that was 
good,’ Walnut Creek congressman says

BY GLENN WOHLTMANN
 Police said this week they’re 
closing in on a local man believed 
to have committed at least five 
burglaries at Pleasanton homes.
 Officers in the Birdland area spot-
ted a man Tuesday morning that 
matches the description of a suspect, 
according to Sgt. Michael Collins.
 That officer lost sight of the 
man, but another officer spotted 
him apparently prowling the yard 
of a home on the edge of Sutter 
Gate Avenue. When that officer 
approached, the man fled, jump-
ing fences behind homes along 
Jones Gate Court.

 “We ended up getting a pe-
rimeter set up very quickly. We 
had a fast response from East Bay 
Regional Parks — their helicopter 
is called Eagle One,” Collins said. 
“They were here in a very short 
time. We had two K-9 officers 
searching around homes.”
 Despite that, the man slipped 
away, leaving police to think he 
made it inside his home, some-
where near the Sports Park.
 Collins said the man is suspect-
ed in a number of daytime burglar-
ies, stealing jewelry and sometimes 
using ladders found near homes to 
gain access to second-story win-

dows. He said at least one incident 
occurred on a Saturday, at a time 
when people are usually home.
 Witnesses have given slightly 
different descriptions of the man, 
but Collins said police are making 
progress.
 “We’re honing in on what his 
guy looks like,” he said. “Slowly 
but surely, we’re putting together 
the picture of who this guy is and 
we’re narrowing our scope.”
 Collins described the man as a 
white young adult, somewhere in 
his 20s. Anyone with information 
is asked to call Pleasanton police 
at 931-5100. 

Net closing on local burglar
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Adam Bailey is starting work on his Eagle Scout project. His project will be to honor 

Military personnel (past, present, and future). He is creating a meditative area on the 

lawn of Lynnewood United Methodist Church in Pleasanton. At the center will be a 

pedestal with a military fi gure on top. There will be benches positioned so anyone may sit 

and have a quiet moment. The area around the pedestal, and hopefully the path leading 

from the sidewalk to the benches, will be inlaid with memorial bricks. That's where you 

come in. If you have a family member or friend that you would like honor for their service 

to our nation, please purchase a brick. These bricks are $50 and will be inscribed with 

wording you provide. The proceeds from the sale of bricks will fund the cost of the project.

All funds raised in excess of cost of the project will be given to Veteran charities 

throughout California.  

The meditative spot will be open to everyone.  For more information or to request an 

order form, email Adam at acebailey@comcast.net 

Eagle Scout Project
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Democratic 
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John 
Garamendi

have recess rather than to be able 
to spend time in the school library, 
make up unfinished work in class, 
or even if a student misbehaves.
 Bill Faraghan, assistant super-
intendent of human resources, 

said that’s still being discussed, 
although the revised policy states 
that “recess should not be used as 
a punishment or a reward.”
 “What we’re looking for is a 
balance,” he continued. “We’re 
looking at how we can generate 
alternatives to keeping children in 
on a regular basis.”

 The board also heard from sev-
eral school principals about plans 
to close the achievement gap. 
Kim Michaels, principal of Fair-
lands Elementary, for example, 
has begun a mentoring program 
that brings fifth-graders into kin-
dergarten classrooms to help the 
younger students learn. 

PARCEL TAX
Continued from Page 5
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Opinion

Tickets, please

Dear Editor,
 Kudos for all who have given 
their time and energy to bring the 
arts to our community. That being 
said, there is definitely a need 
for improvement when it comes 
to acquiring tickets. Having a 
website and an open box office 
makes no sense if you can’t buy 
tickets until 45 minutes before 
the show. 
 We recently attended “The Rela-
tivity of Albert Einstein” lecture 
and tried to buy tickets when we 
first read about it. When we were 
downtown for lunch, we went to 
the “Open” box office and were 
told we had to stand in line the 
night of the performance and take 
our chances on getting a seat. I was 
told the tickets would be available 
at 6:15 p.m. and that there was a 
great deal of interest in the lecture 
so we should show up early. We 
showed up at 5:30 p.m. to get in 
line — but there was no line.
 The lecture was phenomenal and 
was sold out with standing room 
only. We are very interested in the 
upcoming events at the playhouse 
but would like to be able to pur-
chase tickets with more certainty; 
after all, we’re living in the 21st 
century.
 Being able to buy a lecture series 
would be ideal. Having member 
advantages other than a discount 
on the price of a ticket would 
encourage attendance with more 
certainty. We’ll gladly support your 
efforts even if our old knees must 
stand outside on a cold winter’s 
night waiting and hoping to get in.

Cindy Herold

Need reason to go 
downtown
Dear Editor,
 I’d like to respond to “Down-
town needs our help” (Jan. 14). 
How about looking at downtown 
Livermore as a template, espe-
cially their nightlife, for solutions? 
They have two movie theaters, 
the Bankhead Theater, and several 
venues that have live music — 
people will eat, drink and shop 
before and/or after those activities. 
They have plenty of local retail 
and no chain stores. Residents live 
close to the action, but don’t com-
plain about loud music or traffic, 
probably because they realize the 
city overall benefits from incom-
ing revenue; also, it’s just part of 
the deal when you live closer to a 
thriving downtown.
 I don’t know how some of Pleas-

anton’s residents are fine with a 
train coming through here early in 
the morning but have no tolerance 
for live music or the people bring-
ing money into this town. I think 
having the Firehouse Arts Center 
is a great start. Pleasanton doesn’t 
have one movie theater — it’s out 
to Dublin, San Ramon or Liver-
more if you want to see a movie.
 I’ve heard that the rents are high 
downtown — how can property 
owners afford for buildings to re-
main empty? Maybe they can wait 
around till another bank starts pay-
ing rent, but it’s not doing the city 
any good. Residents need retail 
options that have more to offer 
than over-priced, specialized items, 
especially in this current economy. 
I don’t think anyone needs to pay 
a consulting firm to diagnose the 
obvious. The downtown will con-
tinue to lose potential shoppers 
and revenue unless there’s a reason 
to go there.

Taylor Martin

Unsafe for pedestrians

Dear Editor,
 I work in one of the corporate 
buildings on Owens Drive in Pleas-
anton, commuting from Daly City 
by BART. From the Pleasanton BART 
station, I walk daily on the Owens 
Drive/Willow Street side of the sta-
tion. I have noticed that most driv-
ers either coming or going through 
the BART parking lot, and drivers 
here in general, do not really slow 
down for pedestrians.
 Is it possible to put a sign to 
remind drivers to slow down for 
pedestrians? I believe I am a very 
good pedestrian, I walk when the 
area is clear and I have the right of 
way. But I always have a feeling of 
being hit by a car every time I walk 
to and from my work building or 
during breaks.
 Also, for almost 10 months, there 
has been a broken manhole by 
Willow Street. It has been covered 
by a piece of plywood but recently 
someone added four orange cones 
to the “disaster” area. I wonder if 
this broken manhole will be fixed 
soon. You can tell that the plywood 
had weathered through a lot of sea-
son changes, it looks “ply-able” and 
ready to break, and someone’s leg or 
ankle will be eaten by the manhole. 
One of my co-workers had such 
an incident in the same street area 
last year. She suffered some bruises, 
luckily no broken bones. Can some-
one fix this broken manhole?
 I finally found the courage to 
voice my experiences and obser-
vations; hopefully, there will be 
some action and positive results. 
Safety should be first, whenever 
and wherever.

Tony Miranda

LETTERS

 Politicians of all stripes joined with President Obama Tuesday 
night in seeking civility in debating and enacting key legislation 
affecting America. Next Tuesday night, as the Pleasanton City 
Council holds a public workshop on the city’s unfunded pen-
sion liabilities and, specifically, on a proposed contract with city 
employees, that spirit of civility will be put to the test locally.
 Pension reform has become a contentious issue on the 
Pleasanton Weekly’s Town Square forum where commentators, 
mostly anonymous, have voiced their views on pensions and 
other benefits being provided to government workers. While 
these comments make some valid points in comparing pub-
lic workers’ continuing strong pension benefits to those that 
have largely collapsed in the private sector with huge losses in 
company-sponsored 401K accounts, all too many comments 
have unfairly, often wrongly and sometimes viciously attacked 
Pleasanton city employees over their benefits. So far, these 
kinds of comments have not made it into the council chamber 
and we hope they don’t.
 At issue Tuesday is a tentative agreement between the city and 
the employees’ union, Pleasanton City Employees Association, 
for a new contract that would expire March 31, 2013. The city 
recently signed off on a new contract with the firefighters union 
and will be negotiating a new contract late this year with the 
union that represents Pleasanton police officers.
 The PCEA contract, which covers 227 union members, has 
been targeted by a group of Pleasanton residents who are con-
cerned about the city’s unfunded pension liabilities. Depending 
on whose accounting formula is used, these liabilities range from 
$121 million to $290 million.
 To start, the citizens’ group, represented by businessman Bart 
Hughes, has asked the city to start closing the gap on these 
unfunded liabilities by requiring employees to pick up a share 
of pension contributions that the city has fully paid since 2002. 
The PCEA contract, negotiated by the city last summer with a 
tentative agreement reached last Nov. 9, addresses the issue for 
the first time, with the city’s unionized employees to contribute 
2% of their salaries toward their pension fund, which is handled 
by the California Public Employees Retirement System (Cal-
PERS). That would amount to $722,000 annually.
 But that’s not enough. Hughes and others want the tentative 
contract scuttled and re-negotiated to require a larger pension 
contribution. He cites the recent contract between the city and 
City Manager Nelson Fialho, who voluntarily agreed to pay the 
full employee share of 8% of his annual compensation. Hughes 
and his colleagues argue that by agreeing to these new terms, Fi-
alho recognized the importance of raising all employee contribu-
tions, and that the 2% offered by the PCEA is not enough. In fact, 
recently, at Fialho’s urging, all non-union management employees 
agreed to contribute 4% of their salaries toward their pensions, an 
amount the citizens’ coalition wants the PCEA to accept.
 Tuesday’s meeting, which substitutes a workshop for the 
regular City Council meeting, comes as a result of street-corner 
lobbying by Hughes, former City Councilwoman Kay Ayala 
and David Smith, who identifies himself as a Tea Party sup-
porter. They gathered 230 signatures on a petition calling for 
the public workshop, which will be televised on TV30’s Chan-
nel 29 at 7 p.m.
 At its meeting Jan. 18, when the council voted to delay consid-
eration of the PCEA contract, Brenda Wood, the business agent 
for the employees’ union, told the council that although she 
didn’t object to the postponement, she believed that the union 
had negotiated the new contract in good faith and that she ex-
pected it to be approved. An estimated 45 city employees, who 
were at the meeting and are members of the PCEA, applauded 
her statement. This Tuesday night, America’s new civility effort 
will be put to the test right here in Pleasanton.  

EDITORIAL

Testing America’s new civility  
in Pleasanton

THE OPINION OF THE WEEKLY

Visit Town Square at PleasantonWeekly.com  
to comment on the editorial.

Pleasanton
Weekly

PRESIDENT

Gina Channell-Allen, Ext. 119

PUBLISHER

Jeb Bing, Ext. 118

EDITORIAL

Editor
Jeb Bing, Ext. 118

Managing Editor
Dolores Fox Ciardelli, Ext. 111

Online/Community Editor
Jessica Lipsky, Ext. 229

Reporter
Glenn Wohltmann, Ext. 121

Editorial Assistant
Amory Gutierrez, Ext. 221

Contributors
Don Colman
Deborah Grossman
Jerri Pantages Long
Kerry Nally
Joe Ramirez

ART & PRODUCTION

Lead Designer
Katrina Cannon, Ext. 130

Designers
Lili Cao, Ext. 120
Kristin Herman, Ext. 114

ADVERTISING

Account Executives
Paul Crawford, Ext. 113
Karen Klein, Ext. 122
Stacey Patterson, Ext. 232

Real Estate Sales
Andrea Heggelund, Ext. 110

Ad Services
Cammie Clark, Ext. 116

BUSINESS

Business Associate
Lisa Oefelein, Ext. 126

Circulation Director
Bob Lampkin, Ext. 141

Front Office Coordinator
Kathy Martin, Ext. 124

HOW TO REACH THE WEEKLY

Phone: (925) 600-0840
Fax: (925) 600-9559

Editorial e-mail:  
editor@PleasantonWeekly.com 
calendar@PleasantonWeekly.com

Display Sales e-mail:  
sales@PleasantonWeekly.com

Classifieds Sales e-mail:  
ads@PleasantonWeekly.com

Circulation e-mail: circulation@
PleasantonWeekly.com 

The Pleasanton Weekly is published  
every Friday by Embarcadero Media,  
5506 Sunol Blvd., Suite 100, Pleasanton, CA 
94566; (925) 600-0840.

Mailed at Periodicals Postage Rate, USPS 
020407.

The Pleasanton Weekly is mailed upon 
request to homes and apartments in 
Pleasanton. Community support of the 
Pleasanton Weekly is welcomed and encour-
aged through memberships at levels of $5, 
$8 or $10 per month through automatic 
credit card charges. Print subscriptions for 
businesses or residents of other communities 
are $60 per year or $100 for two years. Go to 
www.PleasantonWeekly.com to sign up and 
for more information. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
Pleasanton Weekly, 5506 Sunol Blvd., Suite 
100, Pleasanton, CA 94566.

© 2011 by Embarcadero Media. 
All rights reserved. Reproduction without 
permission is strictly prohibited.

What’s your opinion?
Write a Letter to the Editor at Editor@Pleasanton-
Weekly.com or put your opinion on Town Square at  
www.PleasantonWeekly.com. Letters must be 250 
words or less.



WEEKLY MEETING NOTICES

The above represents a sampling of upcoming meeting items. 
For complete information, please visit  

www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/community/calendar

Due to the following workshop the scheduled City Council 
meeting has been cancelled.

City Council Workshop
Tuesday, February 1, 2011 @ 6:30 p.m.
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

Housing Task Force
Wednesday, February 2, 2011 @ 7:00 p.m.

Please visit our website at www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us to view the 
agenda’s for the following meetings:

ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  
AND PUBLIC COMMENT IS WELCOME
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POLICE REPORT
The Pleasanton Police Department made 
the following information available. 
Under the law, those charged with 
offenses are considered innocent until 
convicted.

Jan. 18
Theft

■ 11:38 a.m. in the 1000 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; grand theft

■ 7:41 p.m. in the 7900 block of 
Applewood Court; identity theft

■ 9:25 p.m. in the 7700 block of Oak 
Creek Court; petty theft

Battery

■ 4:17 p.m. in the 4700 block of 
Harrison Street

Jan. 19
Theft

■ 2:47 p.m. in the 4500 block of 
Rosewood Court; petty theft

■ 8:19 p.m. in the 11900 block of Dublin 
Canyon Road; auto theft, possession of 
stolen property, burglary, possession of 
a non-narcotic controlled substance

Burglary

■ 2:17 p.m. in the 1600 block of Paseo 
del Cajon

■ 8:42 p.m. in the 600 block of Sylvaner 
Drive

Elder abuse

■ 5:28 p.m. in the 4100 block of 
Walnut Drive

Driving with marijuana

■ 11:14 p.m. at the intersection of Koll 
Center Drive and Bernal Avenue

Jan. 20
Theft

■ 9:39 a.m. in the 3400 block of 

Andrews Drive; petty theft

■ 10:13 a.m. in the 5500 block of 
Springhouse Drive; auto theft

■ 2:17 p.m. in the 6000 block of 
Johnson Drive; theft

■ 3:16 p.m. in the 6100 block of Corte 
Trancas; two counts grand theft, 
identity theft

■ 5:58 p.m. in the 1500 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft

Burglary

■ 2:22 p.m. in the 700 block of 
Palomino Drive

Vandalism

■ 1:54 a.m. in the 5300 block of Case 
Avenue

Marijuana possession

■ 11:55 p.m. at the intersection of 
Bernal Avenue and Pleasanton Avenue

Jan. 21
Theft

■ 7:41 a.m. in the 4200 block of 
Muirwood Court; petty theft

■ 8:33 a.m. in the 4900 block of Valley 
Avenue; petty theft

■ 10:43 a.m. in the 5300 block of Case 
Avenue; grand theft

■ 11:11 a.m. in the 4500 block of 
Rosewood Drive; identity theft

■ 3:55 p.m. in the 4200 block of First 
Street; grand theft, theft, petty theft

Battery

■ 8:12 p.m. in the 4500 block of 
Pleasanton Avenue

Prank calls

■ 7:42 a.m. in the 4500 block of 
Gatetree Circle

Drug/alcohol violations

■ 2:17 p.m. in the 400 block of Bonita 
Avenue; marijuana possession, threats

■ 11:17 p.m. in the 5100 block of 
Johnson Drive, public drunkenness

Jan. 22
Battery

■ 11:49 a.m. in the 11000 block of 
Dublin Canyon Road

Vandalism

■ 9:38 a.m. at the intersection of 
Pimloco Drive and Keneland Way

■ 5:44 p.m. at the intersection of W. 
Las Positas Boulevard and Staples 
Ranch Road

Drug/alcohol violations

■ 12:14 a.m. at the intersection of Main 
Street and Ray Street; DUI

■ 2:06 a.m. in the 2500 block of Stanley 
Boulevard; public drunkenness

■ 2:27 a.m. in the 6700 block of Santa 
Rita Road; paraphernalia possession

■ 8:46 p.m. in the 5500 block of W. Las 
Positas Boulevard; public drunkenness

Jan. 23
Theft

■ 12:38 p.m. in the 4400 block of 
Clovewood Lane; petty theft

■ 4:46 p.m. in the 1600 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; theft

■ 5:42 p.m. in the 5600 block of Sunol 
Boulevard; auto theft

Drug/alcohol violations

■ 4:47 p.m. in the 1700 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; possession of a 
controlled substance, marijuana pos-
session, paraphernalia possession

Solar panels stolen from school
 The Pleasanton School District is just a little poorer 
after the theft of 26 solar panels from Hearst Elemen-
tary School between 2 p.m. Jan. 16 and 10 a.m. 
Jan. 21, according to a police report. The panels are 
worth $800 apiece, making the total value of the theft 
$20,800.
 In other police reports:
 A reel of copper wire worth an estimated $8,000 
was stolen from a construction vehicle at the Alameda 

County Fairgrounds sometime between 10 a.m. Nov. 
11 and 10 a.m. Jan. 20.
 Jewelry worth an estimated $6,445 was stolen in a 
Jan. 19 burglary from a home in the 1700 block of Paseo 
del Cajon Drive. An unlocked kitchen window provided 
access. A second home on Paseo del Cajon reported a 
theft of jewelry, also through a kitchen window. The 
second home, in the 1600 block, was apparently robbed 
Dec. 27; $9,800 in jewelry was taken.
 A Jan. 19 home burglary in the 600 block of Sylva-
ner Drive netted computer equipment worth $2,400, 
jewelry worth $1,145, electronics worth $399, snow-
boarding equipment worth $1,000, and a $60 back-
pack. The break-in occurred between 2 p.m. and 4 
p.m.; a garage door was broken to provide access.

POLICE BULLETIN

Betty Allen 

 Betty Allen died Jan. 13 at the 
age of 89.
 She was born 
Sept. 26, 1921, 
in Los Angeles to 
Edward M. Bai-
ley and Emma 
McCleary Bailey. 
An only child, 
she was raised 
in the Depres-
sion and became 
independent and resourceful. She 
met the love of her life Milton Allen 
in July 1940 on the way to Catalina 
Island and married him two months 
later. They moved to Alameda and 
settled in San Lorenzo where they 
raised a family. Ms. Allen loved cook-

ing, sewing, reading, spending time 
in the sun and being active. She 
always remembered birthdays and 
never missed a chance to join a cel-
ebration. 
 Ms. Allen was predeceased by 
her husband Milton in 2003. She 
is survived by daughters Nancy 
Bowser (Bob) of Pleasanton and 
Barbara Burruss (Bob) of Rose-
burg, Ore.; six grandchildren, 
including Jeff Bowser (Patty) of 
Pleasanton; and 11 great grand-
children. Funeral services were 
held Jan. 17 at Graham-Hitch in 
Pleasanton to celebrate her life. 
Donations may be made to Hope 
Hospice at www.hopehospice.
com/donation.html.

John Cooper Bloom II

 John Cooper Bloom II, a former 
resident of Pleasanton for 18 years, 

died Jan. 13 in Fresno at the age of 
67 after a long illness.
 Mr. Bloom was born and raised 
in New Jersey. He worked for 
Japan Airlines in New York for 
years then transferred to Cali-
fornia. He settled in Pleasanton 
with his wife JoAnne where they 
raised three children. He loved 
the Yankees, sports, bike riding, 
neighbors and friends.
 He is survived by his wife 
of 38 years, JoAnne; daughters 
Catherine Bloom-Bouchereau 
and Elizabeth Bloom, and son 
John Bloom III; two grandchil-
dren plus another one on the 
way. 
 A celebration of his life will be 
held from 1-5 p.m. tomorrow at 
the Highland Oaks Cabana Club. 
Donations may be made to Hines 
Hospice Home, 1416 W. Twain, 
Fresno 93711-3914.

OBITUARIES
Katharine Stober-
Robert Tuck

 Katharine Stober and Robert 
Tuck were married July 31 at St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church in Walnut 
Creek and held their reception at 
Castlewood Country Club in Pleas-
anton, with the bride wearing her 
mother’s wedding veil. They hon-
eymooned in Kauai, Hawaii.
 Katherine is the daughter of Vic-
toria Emmons and the late John L. 
Emmons of Pleasanton, and Daniel 
R. Stober and Joan Mendelson of 
Palo Alto. She graduated from Cas-
tillejo School, Palo Alto, in 1999, 
received a bachelor’s degree in his-
tory from Washington University in 
St. Louis, and a master’s in American 
studies from Columbia University in 
New York in 2006. She is employed 
as a communications associate at the 
International Coalition of Sites of 
Conscience in New York, N.Y.
 Robert is the son of Amanda Tuck 
of Orwell, Hertfordshire, England, 

and Anthony Tuck of Newport, 
Essex, England. He earned master’s 
degrees from Oxford and Columbia 
universities and is currently a doc-
toral candidate in Modern Japanese 
Literature at Columbia.
 A second ceremony, a Thanks-
giving for Marriage, was held in 
England for friends and relatives 
in the United Kingdom on Dec. 27 
at St. Mary the Virgin Church in 
Newport, England, with a recep-
tion following.
 The couple is living in Brooklyn, 
N.Y.

WEDDING

POLICE BULLETIN & LOG ● OBITUARIES ● BIRTHS & WEDDINGS

Community Pulse  ● Transitions

Get daily local stories and 
hot picks sent to your email

Pleasanton

Sign up online at www.PleasantonWeekly.com



Page 10 January 28, 2011 Pleasanton Weekly

TAKE US ALONG

Happy 15th Anniversary: Dan and Janeen Brumm celebrate their 14th an-
niversary at Times Square in New York City in November 2009, along with their 
Weekly.

All aboard: Pleasanton residents Shannon and Jessica Sanassarian and Maddie Saxton pose with their Weekly on the 
Diamond Princess heading for Puerto Vallarta, in 2009.

Alaskan adventure: Enjoying Ketchikan, Alaska, along with their Weekly are (l-r) Marissa Pereira, Matt Lockie, Nate 
Pereira and Jeff Lockie.

Mayan memories: Visiting the Mayan ruins with their Weekly in Tulum, Mexico, in 2009 are Scott and Teresa Kerley, 
Mike and Kim Maslana, and Lyle and Kathy Perry. Kathy and Kim were celebrating their December birthdays in Cancun.

Tree time: The Beck and Philis families of Pleasanton hunt for the perfect 
Christmas tree (a year ago) at a tree farm in the Santa Cruz mountains. 

From football games to ocean depths to mountain heights, you Take Us Along 

Weekly celebrates 11 years of travel
 It’s hard to believe it’s been nearly 11 years since former Police Chief 
Tim Neal dropped off a photo of himself reading an early edition of the 
Pleasanton Weekly in front of the Statue of Liberty. We liked the photo and 
ran it with a catchy “Take Us Along” caption.
 We know that our readers liked it, too, because we’ve received — and 
published — more than 1,000 similar photos since launching the Pleas-
anton Weekly on Jan. 28, 2000, which makes today our 11th anniversary 
of serving Pleasanton.
 Since then, the Weekly has been taken to all seven continents and most 
countries, and now even to The Sudan, a photo we’ll run shortly. Thanks 
to professional (and deep sea) photographer Jerry Pentin, who owns 
Spring Street Studios in Pleasanton, we’ve even been underwater where 
reading a newspaper, let alone photographing it, can be difficult.
 With 60 of your “Take Us Along” photos still waiting to run, it could 
be a while before last year’s are published. So it’s on to 2011 and new 
ventures. Take us along and send us your photos.

 —Pleasanton Weekly staff



BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
Two con men vie for the rights to 

clean out the tourists on the French 
Riviera in the hilarious, fast-moving 
musical “Dirty Rotten Scoundrels” 
being presented by the Tri-Valley 
Repertory Theatre through Feb. 6. 
The play is based on the 1998 film 
starring Steve Martin and Michael 
Caine.

A French-accented woman’s 
voice welcomes everyone, then 
the music and the action begin 
and don’t let up for a couple of 
hours. Dan Kapler as the dapper 
Lawrence explains to his French 
assistant/policeman Andre (Jo-
seph Brunicardi) the secret to his 
success with heiresses and wid-
ows with his philosophy: “Where 
there’s a will, there’s a way.”

 When the fast-talking but se-
riously unsophisticated American 
Freddy (Robert Lopez) arrives, 
Lawrence doesn’t see him as a 
threat until he does him a favor by 
posing as his challenging brother 
to scare away Lawrence’s fiancee 
Jolene (Christi Wallace) from Okla-
homa. This outrageous scene pro-
vides some raunchy dialogue and 
actions, very funny but definitely 
for adults. The two men then agree 
to match wits in a wager over the 
fortunes of a naive American soap 
heiress, with the winner getting not 
just the heiress but the rights to the 
other tourists as well. 
 The “heiress” Christine Colgate 
(Anne Milbourne) enters the scene, 
and the race is on to separate her 
from $50,000. The plot twists and 

turns enjoyably to a surprise ending 
— and then another one. The action 
includes a dalliance between Andre 
and a former Lawrence conquest 
(Amy Lucido). A 13-piece orches-

tra, directed by Jo Anne Fossel-
man, accompanies the lively singing 
and dancing and keeps the audi-
ence tapping its toes along with the 
laughter.

 Lawrence is appropriately suave 
as he interacts with the ladies, but 
it’s rubber-limbed Freddy who gets 
the heartiest laughs as, Jim Carrey-
like, he exaggerates his role, being 
in turn loveable and appalling. The 
characters all play off each other 
wonderfully under the direction of 
John Maio, with vocal director Si-
erra Dee and choreographer Kevin 
Hammond. 

PEOPLE AND LIFESTYLES IN OUR COMMUNITYLiving

Winter Wonderland 
earns Gold Award

 Claire Williams, 16, organized a 
holiday celebration for 131 Alame-
da County families on Dec. 18, 
complete with gifts, Santa, elves 
and decorations, at the down-
town Pleasanton Veterans Memo-
rial Building. She has volunteered 
to help foster care children in the 

past with the “Foster A Dream” 
program so she knew there was 
more she could do locally as a Girl 
Scout Gold Award project.
 “I wanted to provide them with 
some of the things that would 
make their immediate life better,” 
said Williams, “a coat and a back-
pack full of school supplies.” 
 As part of the project, Williams 
compiled a notebook with all the 

organizational details so others 
can continue with the event and 
make it a Pleasanton tradition. She 
is grateful to co-sponsors Ameri-
can Legion Post 237, the 68 Girl 
Scouts who helped with the event, 
Walmart stores and individuals 
who made donations. Some peo-
ple saw the Winter Wonderland 
sign during the event, stopped in 
and made donations.

OF NOTE

Claire Williams and Daniel Soria of 
the American Legion Post 237 co-
sponsored Winter Wonderland. Left, 
Foster children choose gifts in ad-
dition to coats, backpacks and 
school supplies.

British give to Axis
 Members of the Tri-Valley chap-
ter of Daughters of the British 
Empire ended their 2010 fund-
raising by presenting a check to 
Sue Compton, director of Axis 
Community Health. The women 
also donated more than 20 toys 
to the Livermore-Pleasanton Fire 
Department’s Toys for Tots, spon-
sored a family through the Salva-
tion Army’s holiday drive, and 
donated to the British Home for 
Senior Citizens in Sierra Madre.
 The DBE chapter meets monthly 
and encourages those with similar 
heritage and ancestry to join to 
help with fundraising activities, 
enjoy social interaction, and form 
long-lasting friendships. Contact 
Edith Caponigro at 462-1960.

DBE members (left) Betty Legan and (right) Doreen Green present a check to 
Axis Director Sue Compton.

The Firehouse Arts Center was 
once home to some of Pleasanton’s 
finest heroes. On Friday evening, 
Feb. 18, come hear some of the 
best Bay Area writers speak at our 
Literary Evening on “The Myth & 
Reality of the Hero & the Anti-
Hero.” Cher Wollard, Livermore 
Poet Laureate, and I are hosting 
this event, which begins with a 
cheese and no-host wine reception 
from 7:30-8 p.m. followed by the 
reading from 8-10 p.m. and then 
an authors’ book signing.

Narrator Robert Eastwood, 
award-winning poet from San 
Ramon, will weave his original and 
other writings on the heroic and 
anti-heroic traditions with those of 
a dozen highly-acclaimed writers 
invited to contribute to the theme.

Highlights of the Literary Eve-
ning will include poetry and prose 
by Pleasanton writers such as Fred 
Norman, writer and a founding 
member of the Tri-Valley Cali-
fornia Writers Club; Liz Fortini, 
poet, prose author and publisher 
of www.languageandculture.net; 
Kirk Ridgeway, Pleasanton’s third 
Poet Laureate (2003-05) of Davis, 
who led many Literary Evenings 
in Pleasanton; and the Pleasan-
ton Teen Poets Laureate (2010-11): 
Mitch Grimes, Noelle Malindzak 
and Vivian Tsai. 

Other acclaimed writers include 
Lynne Knight of Berkeley; Con-
nie Post, Poet Laureate Emerita of 
Livermore; Lee Rossi of San Carlos; 
David Alpaugh of Pleasant Hill; 
Jannie Dresser of Crockett, pub-
lisher/editor of the Bay Area Poets 
Seasonal Review (http://bayareapo-

etsreview.com); freelance journalist 
Aleta George of Suisun City, who is 
authoring a book about California’s 
first Poet Laureate, Ina Coolbrith; 
and Las Positas College student 
Samantha Kennedy of Livermore.
 Cost: $5; students, free, at the 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Rail-
road Ave., Pleasanton. Visit www.
firehousearts.org.

*  *  *
 Andy Jorgensen, former Pleasan-
ton Civic Arts Manager, retired at 
the end of 2010. Andy was a true 
hero to the Poet Laureate program. 
Given that Andy was a huge sup-
porter for the city’s six Poets Laure-
ate, we each wrote him six lines to 
honor his achievements to keep the 
literary fires burning in the city. We 
also chose six lines from a poem 
by Pleasanton’s first Poet Laureate 
Charlene Villella, who is deceased. 
Here is my mini-sonnet contribu-
tion to Andy with reference to the 
new chapter in his life with his wife 
Hope. 

Ode to Andy Jorgensen

Oh, A.J., how you’ve played the 
role of Sun,

warming Lilliputian planets by 
your orb’s light.

Your rays, a bastion of common 
sense and fun,

coaching poetic and thespian stars 
to stages bright.

May the Sun now warm your 
dreams and days

with Hope and universe of won-
drous ways.

Deborah Grossman

 Deborah Grossman is Pleasanton’s 
Poet Laureate. Email her at pleasan-
tonpoetry@gmail.com.

The hero’s 
journey

PAUL MARTINEZ

Dirty rotten scoundrels Dan Kapler as Lawrence (left) and Robert Lopez as Fred-
dy congratulate themselves on being dirty rotten scoundrels.

Onstage fun with ‘Scoundrels’
Tri-Valley Rep takes us to the French Riviera

Naughty but nice
What: Dirty Rotten Scoundrels 

Who: Tri-Valley Repertory Theatre

When: 8 p.m. Fridays/Saturdays, 
and 2 p.m. Sundays, Jan. 21-Feb. 6

Where: Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore

Tickets: 373-6800

Other: Contains adult language 
and adult situations.

POETIC  
PLEASANTON

BY DEBORAH GROSSMAN
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AMERICAN
Eddie Papa’s American 
Hangout
4889 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
469-6266. Winner of The Pleasanton 
Weekly’s Reader Choice Awards for 
“Best  American Food Restaurant” and 
“Best Meal under $20,” Eddie Papa’s 
American Hangout celebrates the 
regional food and beverage cultures of 
America. Bring the whole family to enjoy 
iconic dishes from across the United 
States, Old World Hospitality,  
and hand crafted artisan cocktails.  
www.eddiepapas.com.

BARBECUE
Red Smoke Grill
4501 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 734-
0307. Home of the Tri Tip and Blue, Red 
Smoke Grill was Voted Reader’s Choice 
Best 2006, 2007, 2008, and 2010. 
Dine in or take out rotisserie chicken, ribs, 
prawns, salads and tri tip, or pulled pork 
sandwiches. Relax with a beer or a bottle 
of wine. Visit www.redsmokegrill.com. 

BREWPUB/ALEHOUSE
The Hop Yard American 
Alehouse and Grill 
3015H Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
426-9600. Voted Best Watering Hole 

in Pleasanton, The Hop Yard offers 
30 craft beers on tap as well as great 
food. The full-service menu includes 
appetizers, salads and grilled fare that 
will bring you back time and again. 
Banquet facilities available. On the 
web at www.hopyard.com.
 
470 Market Place, San Ramon, 277-
9600. Featuring a giant 8-foot projec-
tion screen for major sporting events, 
they also feature 30 beers on tap and 
a great grill. Go in for the beer, go 
back for the food. More at  
www.hopyard.com.

Main Street Brewery
830 Main St., Pleasanton, 462-8218. 
Pleasanton’s only BrewPub since 
1995. Try one of our 6 House Beers 
brewed FRESH weekly. Full bar and 
daily happy hour! Watch all sports 
with friends on our multiple screens. 
We feature a full menu including lunch 
and dinner specials. To-go orders are 
welcome. Facilities available for parties 
up to 100. Live music every Friday and 
Saturday. Visit www.mainstreetbrewery.
com for activities and special events.

ITALIAN
Pastas Trattoria
405 Main St., Pleasanton, 417-2222. 
Pastas Trattoria has an elegant atmo-
sphere and a one-of-a-kind menu. We 
feature steaks, seafood and our famous 
pasta, plus a superb selection of spirits 
and fine wines. Reserve our banquet 
facilities for large parties, up to 70 
guests. 

ON THE TOWN

2010

Barone’s Restaurant

"Most Romantic 
Restaurant"

New Happy Hours
4:00pm - 6:00pm

 

475 Saint John | Pleasanton | 426-0987

SUNDAY SPECIALS

 

All specials expire 2-28-11. Cannot be combined. With coupon only.

LUNCH SPECIAL DINE-IN, PICK-UP OR DELIVERY

2 Medium  

Pizzas 14”

2 Extra Large 

Pizzas 18”

Call:

484-4757
690 Main Street

Pleasanton

DOWNTOWN

FREE PARTY ROOM AVAILABLE!

www.newyorkpizzapleasanton.com

$699
+ Tax

$2299
+ Tax

$2899
+ Tax$699

+ Tax

“Check us 
on-line”

PLEASANTON’S ONLY BREW-PUB!

Live Music
Every Fri & Sat 

 Fri, Jan. 28th
 High Energy 
   Rock & Roll

 Sat, Jan. 29th
 California Reggie

Daily 
Lunch 

Specials!

$5.00 Fridays!

Authentic Japanese
Sushi Bar  Tempura  Teriyaki Sushi

Lunch  Dinner  Catering

Best Sushi/Japanese Restaurant

925.462.3131
3015-K Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton

(in the Hopyard Village Shopping Center)

20092010

Owner Operated Since 1983 
 Makoto Sato

Open Tues. – Sun.

JAPANESE CUISINE

484-0789
201 Main Street, Downtown Pleasanton

Open 7 days a week, 7am-2pm

See our online coupon...www.vicsallstar.com

Voted Best Diner/
Coffee Shop

BREAKFAST & LUNCH
Serving

Valentine’s 
Month-Long Special... 

FREE Meal!
Buy one, 

get one FREE! 
Breakfast or lunch.

WINTER BEERS 
ARE HERE

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Come in for the Beer, 

Come back for the Food!

FOLLOW US ON

www.hopyard.com

PLEASANTON
(925) 426-9600
3015-H Hopyard Road

2010

Try our new menu 
items designed by 

Bruce Paton, 
"The Beer Chef"

For 7 Consecutive Years!
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Auditions
‘GODSPELL’ Tri-Valley Repertory 
Theatre will have auditions for 
“Godspell” at 7:30 p.m., Tuesday, 
Feb. 8, at Triple Threat Dance 
Studios, 315 Wright Bros Ave., 
Livermore. Prepare a brief song 
(16-32 bars of music) from some-
thing pop/rock written from the 
late-1960s period and later. Musicals 
preferred, not necessary, but audition 
should showcase vocal range. Bring 
sheet music, accompanist provided. 
No tapes and no a capella. Be pre-
pared to move. Wear comfortable 
clothes and shoes you can dance 
in after your song. Bring a picture, 
resume and calendar/organizer for 
conflicts. Call backs by invitation 
only at 7:30 p.m., Thursday, Feb. 
10. For more information visit www.
trivalleyrep.org. 

Classes
IDEA TO ENTREPRENEUR Patent 
attorney Gerald Prettyman will 
discuss creating an inexpensive pro-
totype, confidentiality and NDA’s, 
market studies, small group test-
ing, the Rule of Thirds, and market 
differentiation, from 7-8:30 p.m., 
Monday, Jan. 31, at the Pleasanton 
Public Library, 400 Old Bernal Ave. 
Registration is appreciated to allow 
sufficient seating. Call 600-7342 or 
visit www.GotABrightIdea.com. 

Events
TRUFFLES, TIDBITS AND WINE 
TASTING Will be held from 6-9 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 3 at participating 
downtown businesses. Do not wait 
until the last minute to purchase 
your tickets! Only 800 tickets will 
be offered for this event and will 
be available for advance purchase 
beginning Thursday, Jan. 6 for $25 
at the following locations: Clover 
Creek, Studio 7 Fine Arts, Towne 
Center Books and Rose Hotel. 

YAN CAN COOK AT THE LIBRARY 
Martin Yan, Master Chef, noted 
author of more than 30 books and 
television personality, will discuss 
his latest book and demonstrate his 
cooking skills, at 2 p.m., Saturday, 
Feb. 5, at the Dublin Library, 200 
Civic Plaza. This event is free and 
registration is not required. A selec-
tion of Chef Yan’s cookbooks will 
be for sale. Call 828-1315. 

Exhibits
‘THE HORSE, OF COURSE!’ Alviso 
Adobe Community Park is open daily 
from dawn to dusk, now through 

Jan. 31. The Horse of Course! exhibit 
is located in the Dairy Barn on the 
property, where visitors are wel-
come to take park self guided tours 
Wednesday through Sunday from 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. The park buildings 
are closed on Mondays, Tuesdays, 
and city of Pleasanton holidays. 
Call 931-3483 or email enicholas@
ci.pleasanton.ca.us. 

Film
‘KINGS OF PASTRY’ Pleasanton 
Library is hosting a free docu-
mentary film viewing of “Kings of 
Pastry” at 7 p.m. (doors open at 
6:15 p.m.), Thursday, Feb. 17, at 
the Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave. Seating is on a first-
come, first-served basis and no res-
ervations are required. Call Penny 
Johnson at 931-3405. 

Fundraisers
LYDIKSEN ELEMENTARY RUMMAGE 
SALE Start the year donating your 
unwanted treasures and help 
Lydiksen students. Drop off gently 
used items from 3-7 p.m., Friday, 
Jan. 28, at the school’s multipur-
pose room. Shop the sales from 8 
a.m.-2 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 29, at 
Lydiksen School, 7700 Highland 
Oaks Dr. Items include used 
clothes, household items, toys, 
games, sports equipment, bikes, 
furniture and more. 

PET FOOD EXPRESS DOG WASH 
The Pleasanton Pet Food Express 
is hosting a “Pet Bath” fundraiser 
this month with all of the proceeds 
from baths going directly to Valley 
Humane Society. Tokens for baths 
must be purchased in January but 
may be used anytime. The store is 
located at 1731 Santa Rita Rd. 

TRI-VALLEY ANIMAL RESCUE’S 
CLAWS FOR PAWS The sixth 
annual TVAR crab feed is from 
6-10 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 5, at 
Shannon Center, 11600 Shannon 
Ave., Dublin, with all the crab you 
can eat plus Caesar salad, pasta, 
french bread, dessert and coffee 
or tea. No-host bar available. Also 
drawings for baskets, silent auc-
tion, along with a kindle drawing. 
Tickets are $45. Call 803-7043 or 
visit www.tvar.org. 

VINE THEATER MOVIE FUNDRAISER 
Vine Theater will host a showing of 
“Mr. Holland’s Opus” at 7 p.m., 
Tuesday, Feb. 1, at a 1722 1st St., 
Livermore. This event is a fundraiser 
for a Boy Scout Eagle Project, which 
is collecting used band and orches-
tra instruments and donating them 
to Stockton Unified School District. 

Tickets are $5 and are sold online at 
www.troop941.org or at the door. 

Health
CANCER SURVIVOR PROGRAM An exer-
cise program for breast cancer sur-
vivors will be held from noon-1 p.m. 
Tuesdays, Feb. 1-22, at LifeStyleRx, 
1119 E. Stanley Blvd., Livermore. 
The program consists of yoga and 
pilate’s taught by certified instructors 
with experience working with post op 
patients. Call 454-6316. 

Kids & Teens
LUNAR NEW YEAR CELEBRATION 
Hacienda School will host its Lunar 
New Year Celebration at 4:30 p.m., 
Thursday, Feb. 4, at the school, 
3800 Stoneridge Dr. The students 
will be performing poems, a parade, 
a play and songs. Guests may par-
ticipate in arts, crafts, and a cook-
ing project. This event is free. Call 
485-5750 or visit www.headsup.org. 

Live Music
THE SILVER MOON BAND Enjoy 
the swinging sound of the Silver 
Moon Band as it performs favorite 
ballads sung in style of Old Blue 
Eyes, Bobby Darin and others from 
2-3:30 p.m., Sunday, Jan. 30, at 
the Pleasanton Public Library, 400 
Old Bernal Ave. The musicians in 
this 11-piece all star group have 
appeared with such notables as 
Steve Allen, Ray Charles, Paul 
Anka, Tito Puente, Jack Jones and 
The Drifters. Call 931-3405. 

On Stage
‘CABARET’ “Cabaret” focuses on 
1931 nightlife at the seedy Kit 
Kat Klub, English cabaret per-
former Sally Bowles, and the young 
American writer Cliff Bradshaw. 
Performances are at 8 p.m. Jan. 21, 
22, 27, 28, and 29; and at 2 p.m. 
Jan. 23 and 30 at the Firehouse Arts 
Center, 4444 Railroad Ave. Tickets 
are $17-$32 for adults and $17-$28 
for seniors and children. Call 931-
4848 or visit www.firehousearts.org. 

‘YOU’RE A GOOD MAN CHARLIE 
BROWN’ Talented young people 
from the Tri-Valley area present 
this funny and touching musical 
comedy, based on Charles Schultz’s 
beloved Peanuts, through Tri-
Valley Young Performers Academy. 
Performances are at 7 p.m., Friday, 
Feb. 4; 2 p.m. and 7 p.m., Saturday, 
Feb. 5; and at 2 p.m., Sunday, Feb. 
6, at Livermore High, 600 Maple St., 
Livermore. Tickets are $10 for adults 
and $5 for students. Call 413-8161 
or visit www.TriValleyYPA.org. 

Volunteering
SHARE THE GIFT OF READING AND 
WRITING Project Read is holding 
new tutor training and orientation 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Saturday, 
Feb. 5, at the Pleasanton Public 
Library, 400 Old Bernal Ave. The 
program needs adult volunteers to 
provide free tutoring to adults who 
want to improve reading, writing 
and English speaking skills. Tutors 
have flexible hours, volunteer once 
a week, and all the materials are 
free. Call 931-3405. 

Elegant and Relaxing
Personalized Professional  

Nail Care

Livermore location

BOLLINGER NAIL SALON LOCATIONS

Livermore (next to the Bankhead Theater)

2375 Railroad Ave . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (925) 455-6800

Pleasanton (across from Tully's Coffee)
310 Main Street Suite D . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (925) 484-4300 

www.Bollingernailsalon.com

Host a Party—For birthdays, bridal showers  
or friends who want to have a unique  
and fun get together, arrange a private  

party at Bollinger Nail Salon.

Handcrafted 
Fresh Italian

425-0099
 

www.FornoVecchio.com

Sentite L’amore!

 

Check Out Our Carry-Out 
Lunch Menu!
“Sfizi” ...

2010 Winner Fall Fest
“Sweet & Savory”

Competition

Winner of Bon Appétit  
Best Dessert in October

ON THE TOWN ● CALENDAR

Jazz Exhibit opens tomorrow
James Gayles’ painting of jazz great Miles Davis is 
in the new Jazz Exhibit, which celebrates jazz and 
how it can inspire visual artists, that opens tomor-
row at the Harrington Gallery in the Firehouse Arts 
Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. An open-
ing reception is being held from 3-5 p.m. Bay Area 
artists in the exhibit, which runs through Feb. 23, 
also include Kati Casida, Chester Elmore and Joan 
Finton. In line with the Jazz Exhibit, the 36th an-
nual Campana Jazz Festival will be held Feb. 12 at 
Amador Valley High School.

IN THE SPOTLIGHT



BULLETIN
BOARD

115 Announcements
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING

ADOPTION? Talk with caring agency 
specializing in matching Birthmothers 

with Families nationwide. LIVING 
EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7 Abby’s One 
True Gift Adoptions 866-413-6293 (Void 

in Illinois) (AAN CAN)

Author Book Talk & Signing Event

Clutter New Years Resolution?

Needed: Used musical instruments
Boy Scout Eagle Project...all band/

orchestral instruments accepted. We’ll 
pick up! Help needy music students. 

(925) 484-1976.

SHARPEN UP AT THE FARMERS MARKET

Stress and Pain Mgmt, BLR, MFT

120 Auctions
Online-Only Auction

72 lots. Rock Crushing Company. 
Oakland, Antelope and Ione. February 

1-3. Details at www.WestAuction.com or 
call for information 1-800-499-9378.

130 Classes & 
Instruction

Airlines are Hiring
Go to aviation maintenance college for 

FREE! Tuition paid for the BEST. H.S. Grad 
w/good grades and proven work history. 
CALL Aviation Institute of Maintenance 

(866) 859-6378. (Cal-SCAN)

Attend College Online
from Home. *Medical, *Business, 
*Paralegal, *Criminal Justice. Job 

placement assistance. Computer avail-
able. Financial Aid if qualified. SCHEV 
certified. Call 888-210-5162 www.

Centura.us.com (Cal-SCAN)

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA!
Graduate in just 4 weeks!! FREE 

Brochure. Call NOW! 1-800-532-6546 
Ext. 97 http://www.continentalacad-

emy.com (AAN CAN)

133 Music Lessons

135 Group Activities
ClutterLess[CL] meets Mondays

Lioness Club seeks New members

145 Non-Profits 
Needs
Need used musical instruments!

FOR SALE

SOLD

201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts
ANY Any Snow Chains/Cables - $220 obo

202 Vehicles Wanted
Donate Vehicle

Receive $1000 Grocery  Coupons, 
Your Choice. Noah's Arc, No Kill 

Animal Shelters. Advanced Veterinary 
Treatments. Free Towing, IRS Tax 

Deduction. Non-Runners. 1-866-912-
GIVE. (Cal-SCAN)

Donate Your Car
Children's Cancer Fund! Help Save 

A Child's Life Through Research and 
Support! Free Vacation Package. Fast, 
Easy and Tax Deductible. Call 1-800-

252-0615. (Cal-SCAN)

Donate Your Car, Truck Boat
to Heritage for the Blind. Free 3 Day 

Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, 
All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 888-902-

6851. (Cal-SCAN)

210 Garage/Estate 
Sales
Pleasanton, 3231 Vineyard Ave, Current

Pleasanton, 
7700 Highland Oaks Dr, 

Saturday, January 29th 8am-2pm
Rummage sale at Lydiksen Elementary 

school. Saturday, January 29th 
8am-2:00pm. Toys, books, bikes, 

household items, clothes and more!

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques
Just My Shoes Collection - $300.00 

Mc Lagan Victrolla - $1000.00 

Pelikan 800 Rollerball Pen - $185

Royal Doulton figurine - $25

235 Wanted to Buy
Diabetic Test Strips

Cash Paid. Unopened, Unexpired Boxes 
Only. All Brands Considered. Help 

others, don't throw boxes away. For 
more information, Call 888-491-1168. 

(Cal-SCAN)

240 Furnishings/
Household items
“ “ Fiesta Dishes “ - $100.00 (O

3 piece kitchen carving set - $10

Dresser and Desk - 250.00

Entertainment Cabinet - Free

Maytag Neptune Washer & Dryer - $1200

Oak Rolltop Desk - $350

Wallhugger Recliner-NEW! - $275.00

245 Miscellaneous
Products from 3M and More
PRODUCTS FROM 3M, Greenlee, 
MSA, Condux, Allegro and more. 
We are a National Distributor for 

Underground, Aerial, Drilling, Safety and 
Telecommunication. Disabled Veteran 

Business 1-800-290-7752. www.
MajorCommerce.com (Cal-SCAN)

Shari’s Berries
Mouthwatering gourmet strawberry gifts 
fresh for your Valentine! 100% satisfac-
tion guaranteed. Delivered nationwide. 

SAVE 20% on Dipped Berries! Visit 
www.berries.com/berries or Call 1-888-

903-2988. (Cal-SCAN)

Vonage
Unlimited Calls in U.S. and 60 

Countries! No Annual Contract. $14.99 
For 3 Months! Then ONLY $25.99/mo. 

Plus FREE Activation. Call 877-881-
2318. (Cal-SCAN)

“Women’s Leathers” - $300.00

CLARK BARS - $1.00

Modular Office Panels - $75.00

Non-stick stove top grill - $20

Portable BioStim A6 TENS Unit - $120

Portable BioStim A6 TENS Unit - $110

RED WORMS FOR COMPOSTING - $25

Time/Design System‚ box w/ misc - 
$50 obo

Wool For sale - $25.

KID STUFF
330 Child Care 
Offered

Kids Pick Up And Drop Off For 
School(s). In Pleasanton. Contact 
Pat at parul4229@hotmail.com

Live in AuPair Childcare

PUNCTUAL BABYSITTER

345 Tutoring/Lessons
Everything-About-College.com

College Admissions Specialist. Everything 
you need to manage the college applica-

tions and admissions process.

High School Tutoring
High school math/English tutoring. 

Algebra, Geometry, Pre-calc. Prepare 
for finals. Essay Writing/College 

Application essays. SAT/ACT prep. 
Retired teacher, Cal credential, 

925-462-3807

415 Classes
High School Diploma

Graduate in 4 weeks! FREE Brochure. 
Call Now! 1-866-562-3650 ext. 60 

www.SouthEasternHS.com (Cal-SCAN)

435 Integrative 
Medicine
Herbal Medicine, Fact or Fiction

450 Personal Growth
Wisdom Works

YEAR END LETTING GO CEREMONY

460 Pilates
Pilates Training

EMPLOYMENT

550 Business 
Opportunities

ALL CASH VENDING
IN YOUR LOCAL AREA. Be your own boss-

25 machines/candy all for -$9,995.00. 
1-877-915-8222 Vend 3. 880 Grand 

Blvd, Deer Park, NY. (AAN CAN)

All Cash Vending Route
Be Your Own Boss! 25 Machines + 

Candy All for $9995. Vend3, 880 Grand 
Blvd., Deer Park, NY. 1- 877-915-8222. 

Major CC accepted! (Cal-SCAN)

560 Employment 
Information

$$$HELP WANTED$$$
Extra Income! Assembling CD cases 

from Home! No Experience Necessary! 
Call our Live Operators Now! 1-800-
405-7619 EXT 2450 http://www.
easywork-greatpay.com (AAN CAN)

Able to Travel
Hiring 8 people. No experience nec-
essary. Transportation and lodging 
furnished. Paid training. Work and 

travel entire USA. Start today. www.
ProtekChemical.com 1-208-590-0365. 

(Cal-SCAN)

Drivers - Act Now!
New Pay Increase! 37-46 cpm. New 
Trucks in 2011. Need CDL-A and 3 

months recent OTR. 1-877-258-8782. 
www.MeltonTruck.com (Cal-SCAN)

Drivers - Company Drivers
Solos and Hazmat Teams *GREAT 

PAY *GREAT MILES *CDL-A Required. 
We also have dedicated and regional 

positions available. Call: 866-448-1055 
SWIFT. (Cal-SCAN)

Drivers - Company Drivers
Solos and Hazmat Teams * GREAT PAY 
* GREAT MILES * CDL-A Required. We 
also have dedicated & regional posi-
tions available. Call 866-789-8947. 

Swift. (Cal-SCAN)

Emergency Medical Tech
Must be H.S. grad ages 17-34. No 

experience needed. Paid training, ben-
efits, vacation, regular raises. Call Mon-

Fri. 1-800-345-6289. (Cal-SCAN)

Local data entry/typists
needed immediately.

$400 PT - $800 FT weekly. Flexible 
schedule, work from own PC. 
(800) 920-4851 (AAN CAN)

Paid In Advance!
Make $1,000 a Week mailing brochures 
from home! Guaranteed Income! FREE 

Supplies! No experience required. Start 
Immediately! www.homemailerprogram.

net (AAN CAN)

Sales: Demonstrators
Guys and Gals - Free to travel out of 
Town Business and Winter resorts to 
demo an Orange peel product. Hotel, 

Transportation, Daily cash draws. Apply 
today leave tomorrow. 1-888-872-

7577. (Cal-SCAN)

Sales: Need a Job?
18+. Paid Training, Must Be Money 

Motivated, No Experience Necessary. 
ROAD RULEZ Atmosphere. 877-532-

2068 Ext 1 or 2. (Cal-SCAN)

BUSINESS
SERVICES

624 Financial
Cash Now!

Cash for your structured settlement or 
annuity payments. Call J.G. Wentworth. 

1-866-494-9115. Rated A+ by the 
Better Business Bureau. (Cal-SCAN)

crosetti funding
CASH NOW we offer fast cash for your 
mortgage note, annuity, and business 

note call 1 800 391 4032

640 Legal Services
Hit by a Truck?

Disfigured or Disabled Recently by 
Commercial Vehicle? You Need Our `9 
STEP ACTION PLAN!` No Recovery, No 
Fee. CALL 888-458-7107. (Cal-SCAN)

645 Office/Home 
Business Services

Advertising - Best-Kept Secret
A business card sized display ad 140 

California community newspapers. 
Reach 3 million+ Californians. Cost 

$1,550.$1.33 cost per thousand. Free 
brochure (916)288-6019; www.Cal-

SDAN.com (Cal-SCAN)

HOME 
SERVICES

751 General 
Contracting

NOTICE TO READERS >It is illegal 
for an unlicensed person to perform 

contracting work on any project 
valued at $500.00 or more in labor 

and materials. State law also requires 
that contractors include their license 

numbers on all advertising. Check your 
contractor’s status at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSLB (2752). Unlicensed 

persons taking jobs that total less than 
$500.00 must state in their advertise-
ments that they are not licensed by 
the Contractors State License Board 

Calhoun Construction
No job too small! Add a door or 
window, need an extra outlet or 

lights,fans,repair siding, beautiful cus-
tom molding and trim. Larger jobs no 
problem, kitchen and bath remodels, 
general tiling, custom storage sheds 
and more. Very reasonable rates, lic# 

899014, bonded 925-330-0965.

771 Painting/
Wallpaper
*JOE’S PAINTING & HANDYMAN*

Free Est. / Reasonable Prices no 
Job Too Small!!! 925-200-7333 

Lic#624542

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms

ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES.COM
Browse hundreds of online listings with 
photos and maps. Find your roommate 
with a click of the mouse! Visit: http://

www.Roommates.com. (AAN CAN)

825 Homes/Condos 
for Sale
Pleasanton, 3 BR/2 BA - $105,000

San Ramon, 4 BR/2 BA - $529,000

840 Vacation 
Rentals/Time Shares

Timeshares
Sell/rent for CASH!!! Our Guaranteed 
Services will Sell/ Rent Your Unused 

Timeshare for CASH! Over $95 Million 
Dollars offered in 2010! SellaTimeshare.

com (877) 554-2098 (Cal-SCAN)

850 Acreage/Lots/
Storage

Arizona Land
Everything Must Go! $1,000 an acre. 

Priced less than the developer paid. 90 
minutes north of Phoenix. 36 acres with 
electric, reduced to $36,000. Private 

peaceful setting, breathtaking mountain 
views, abundant wildlife. Financing 

available. Saddle Creek Ranch by AZLR. 
1-888-690-8271. (Cal-SCAN)

OWN 20 ACRES
Only $129/mo. $13,900 near growing El 
Paso, Texas (safest city in America!) Low 
down, no credit checks, owner financing. 
Free map/pictures. 866-257-4555 www.

sunsetranches.com (AAN CAN)

Mike Fracisco
REALTOR

®

Fracisco Realty & Investments
Residential, Commercial  
& Property Management

direct: 925-998-8131
www.MikeFracisco.com

DRE#01378428

Real Estate

All Types
Interior/Exterior

510-599-5887
DPS Interiors
Lic#862120

AFFORDABLE
DOOR INSTALLATION

Door Installation

NEED HELP
 WITH QUICKBOOKS?

No job too big or too small!!!
Over 23 years experience  

in all aspects of bookkeeping.

Call Linda 925.918.2233

Accounting/Bookkeeping

Simple. Dignified. Affordable.
24/7 TOLL FREE 877-916-4779

SF  Bay Area / Coast Sacramento Valley
AcaciaSociety.com | FD-2046

CREMATION AND BURIAL SOCIETY

Cremation & Burial

Pleasanton WeeklyMarketplace
To advertise in the Marketplace call Karen at 925.600.0840 x122 or email kklein@pleasantonweekly.com

SINGING LESSONS 
FOR ALL AGES!

Voice Studio of Cherie Michael 
Call 925-462-4419 

For further information and to 
reserve your private lessons.

fogster.com THE TRI-VALLEY’S CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE

PET OF THE WEEK

Playful and 
snuggly

Dakota is a fun and 
friendly young cat who has 
been at the East County 
Animal Shelter since Jan. 5. 
She entertains the Tri-Valley 
Animal Rescue cat volun-
teers with her enthusiastic 
play antics and never turns down a good snuggle session. 
Dakota is spayed and vaccinated, and will be microchipped 
before she goes home with her new family. Dakota would 
love to meet you, and hopes you’ll come by the East County 
Animal Shelter very soon. She’s just one of a number of great 
cats and kittens looking for new homes. The shelter is located 
at 4595 Gleason Drive in Dublin; telephone 803-7041.

TERRI DUNCAN

Get daily local 
stories and hot 
picks sent to
your email

Pleasanton

Sign up
online at

www.PleasantonWeekly.com

MIND
& BODY

REAL ESTATE

Used Musical 
Instruments

Boy Scout Eagle Project ...all 
band/orchestral instruments 
accepted. We’ll pick up! Help 

needy music students.
denbroedertaylor@troop941.org 

or 925.484.1976

Needed
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Real Estate
OPEN HOME GUIDE AND REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

 

Voted Best 
Mortgage 

Professional 
2010

Marylou Edwards
Mortgage Planner

925.426.8383 x42 925.285.5333 CELL

2010

RATES ARE HOLDING UP!!!
NOW IS A GOOD TIME TO BUY OR REFINANCE!!

Call me for more details! 

KW Broker DRE License #01395362

The #1 Resale Team in Pleasanton and Ruby Hill

Fran & Dave 
Cunningham
925-202-6898

DRE License #01226296 & 00930892

Donna  
Garrison

925-980-0273
DRE License #01735040

Susan  
Schall

925-519-8226
DRE License #01713497

Now is the time to prepare for the Spring Market.  
Call us for a FREE market analysis of your home.

4 bedrooms, 3 baths, 2,680 sq.ft. Immaculate 
remodeled Premia home with huge backyard 
on cul-de-sac. Offered at $1,025,000  
OPEN SUN 1-4. 

NEW LISTING! 3 bedrooms,  2.5 baths, 1,761 sq.ft. 
Beautiful townhome w/quaint patio area. Quiet 
location, walking distance to park, shopping & 
schools. Offered at $565,000 OPEN SUN 1-4.

, Pleasanton

4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 4,000 sq.ft. Exquitsite 
home w/high end finishes! Offered at 
$1,449,000. OPEN SUN 1-4.

5 bedrooms, 4 baths, 3,270 sq.ft.  Pristine, 
spacious and light! Offered at $775,000.

2853 IBERIS COURT, PLEASANTON
Offered at $620,000
Stoneridge Place beauty! Immaculate light and 
bright popular Capitola Model. 3 bed/2.5 bath, 
wood fl oors, many upgrades, must see! 

3803 NEWTON WAY, PLEASANTON
Offered at $578,000

Single story turn-key! Light and bright lovely 
3 bed/2 bath. Must see!

Open Sat & Sun 1-4

Gail Boal
925.577.5787
www.gailboal.com
DRE# 01276455

BY JEB BING
 A substantial majority of both homeown-
ers and current renters agree that owning 
a home is a smart decision over the long 
term.
 That’s according to the results of a National 
Association of Realtors survey of 3,793 adults 
conducted online by Harris Interactive.
 The American Attitudes About Homeown-
ership survey found that in today’s challeng-
ing economy, 95% of owners and 72% of 
renters believe that over a period of several 
years, it makes more sense to own a home. 
In addition, an overwhelming majority of 
homeowners are happy with their decision 
to own a home. A total of 93% of owners 
surveyed would buy again.
 “Homeowners and renters agree that home 
ownership benefits individuals and families, 
strengthens our communities, and is integral 
to our nation’s economy,” said NAR Presi-
dent Ron Phipps, broker-president of Phipps 
Realty in Warwick, R.I. “The results of this 
survey illustrate just how important issues 
related to home ownership are to people in 
this country.”
 The survey uncovered some differences 
between homeowners and renters, as well. 
While more than half of owners are “very” 
or “extremely” satisfied with the overall 
quality of their family life, only one-third of 
renters report the same levels of satisfaction. 
Similarly, 43% of homeowners are very/ex-
tremely satisfied with their community life, 
compared with 30% of renters.
 A majority of renters — 63% — said 
that it was at least somewhat likely that 
they would purchase a home at some point 
in the future. Among this group, young 
adults (18-29 years old) have the strongest 
aspirations for home ownership; only 8% 

of young adults said that it was “not at all 
likely” that they would purchase a home at 
some point in the future.
 In today’s market, many aspiring hom-
eowners are faced with worries about job 
security and creditworthiness. Among rent-
ers who are very or extremely likely to buy a 
home in the future, three out of five consider 
confidence in job security and creditworthi-
ness to be an obstacle.
 One point of agreement between rent-
ers and homeowners was support of the 
mortgage interest deduction. Seventy-four 
percent of owners and 62% of renters say 
it’s “extremely” or “very” important that the 
deduction remain in place.
 “At a time when the middle class is under 
increasing economic pressures, both hom-
eowners and renters agree that the mortgage 
interest deduction should not be targeted 
for change,” said Phipps. “Given strong 
public support of and aspirations toward 
owning a home, we need to keep policies in 
place that support and encourage respon-
sible, sustainable home ownership for our 
future.”
 This survey was conducted online within 
the U.S. and fielded October 6-20, 2010. 
A total of 3,793 adults 18 and older were 
surveyed, including 1,880 home owners, 
1,115 renters, and 798 young adults. All 
samples came from the Harris Poll online 
database and were weighted for age, sex, 
race/ethnicity, education, region and house-
hold income to be representative of the U.S. 
general population of adults 18 and older. 
Propensity score weighting was also used 
to adjust for respondents’ propensity to be 
online. Results are available online at www.
realtor.org/statsanddata/homeownership/at-
titudes_homeown. 

Owners, renters agree: 
Owning a home is smart decision

63% of renters say it’s likely they’ll become homeowners

SALES AT A GLANCE

Dublin
Total sales reported: 11

Lowest sale reported: $288,000

Highest sale reported: $815,000

Average sales reported: $504,500

Pleasanton
Total sales reported: 24

Lowest sale reported: $180,000

Highest sale reported: $1,625,000

Average sales reported: $727,375

Source: California REsource
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5 Bd 3 Ba 3,475+/- sq.ft., 0.50+/- Acres  
Beautifully upgraded custom home features 5  
spacious bd, improved ½ acre lot. Pool, spa,  

waterfall, slide, sport court and more.   
Weiner & McDowell Group  925.251.2585

6 Bd 7(2) Ba 8,877+/- sq.ft., 0.65+/- Acres 
Stunning Ruby Hill Estate. Nestled in an unrivaled 
setting among olive trees and lush landscaping w/ 

mile long views of vineyards.
Uwe Maercz                         925.360.8758

3 Bd 3 Ba 2,392+/- sq.ft., 0.33+/- Acres  
On the 8th fairway of the Castlwood Country Club. 
Single story w/ separate family room, formal  

dining. Beautiful plank hardwood floors.  
Steve & Lorraine Mattos   925.980.8844

5 Bd 3.5 Ba 4,500+/- sq.ft., 0.56+/- Acres  
Formidable, elegant Formal French custom home  
w/ private location, backing up to open space.  

Custom built by Jerry Soba Construction. 
Uwe Maercz                          925.360.8758

3 Bd 2.5 Ba 1,650+/- sq.ft., 0.14+/- Acres 
Open flr plan. Hardwood flrs (living rm, frml din-
ing rm, kit & fam rm). Breakfast nook, plantation 
shutters, Central A/C, large yard & close to schools. 
Michael Delehanty              925.251.2516

4 Bd 3 Ba 2,278+/- sq.ft., 0.10+/- Acres 
Classic Tudor architecture w/ incred-
ible charm & character, 3 bd, 2 ba plus a full 
bed & bath in separate upstairs apartment.  
Weiner & McDowell Group    925.251.2585

6 Bd 6.5 Ba 9,821+/- sq.ft., 0.55+/- Acres  
Located on a quiet cul-de-sac w/ tremendous views, 
private patios and balconies. This home is all about 

architectural details and refined craftsmanship. 
Uwe Maercz                           925.360.8758

4,000+/- sq.ft., 0.50+/-  
Fabulous single level custom home, 4,000 sq.ft. on 
flat 1/2 acre private, wooded lot. Pool, spa, cabana . 

Call us for private showing. 
Weiner & McDowell Group  925.251.2585

4 Bd 2.5 Ba 2,553+/- sq.ft., 0.21+/- Acres  
Popular Sagewood Flr Plan. Extremely well kept 
home, hrdwood flrs, granite counters, beautiful 

landscaping, huge sideyard access & much more! 
Corey Green                          925.899.6011

5 Bd 3 Ba 2,661+/- sq.ft., 0.10+/- Acres  
Upgrades throughout, 5th room currently used 
as office, plus it has an open loft/bonus room, 
over $120k in upgrades, mountain views. 
Lisa Doyle                             925.855.4000

4 Bd 2 Ba 1,638+/- sq.ft., 0.12+/- Acres  
Charming, remodeled, open floor plan. Updated 
Kitchen w/ stainless steel appliances & slate floors. 
Private rear yard w/ patio area some grass for play. 
Dave Bauer                           925.855.4040

5 Bd 3.5 Ba 4,500+/- sq.ft., 0.56+/- Acres  
Formidable, elegant Formal French custom home  
w/ private location, backing up to open space. Cus-

tom built by Jerry Soba Construction. 
Uwe Maercz                          925.360.8758

4 Bd 5.5 Ba 8,950+/- sq.ft., 16.86+/- Acres  
Walls of glass, salt water aquarium, wine tasting 
room. Incredible setting. apartment perfect for  
in-law or au-pair. 9 car garage. Views and more! 

                         925.648.5454 

4 Bd 2.5 Ba 2,223+/- sq.ft., 0.23+/- Acres 
Newly Remolded Pulte Home. Lrg Bonus Rm. Gour-
met Kitchen with SS appl., Braz. Cherry Flrs, Crwn 

Moldg. Large lot w/ sport pool & side yrd access. 
Corey Green                         925.899.6011 

5 Bd 5.5 Ba 5,277+/- sq.ft., 0.18+/- Acres  
Located across from the golf course. 5 beds plus of-
fice plus loft.Tile entry w/ medallion, high ceilings, 

granite kitchen countertops. Highly upgraded. 
Joe Frazzano                        925.735.7653

5 Bd 3 Ba 3,044+/- sq.ft., 0.26+/- Acres  
Beautiful Interior Loaded w/ Upgrades. Backs to 
open space.  3 car garage w/ work bench & stor-
age cabinets.  Community Jr. Olympic Pool & more! 

1867 SANNITA CT             
RUBY HILL, PLEASANTON

ITALIAN VILLA $2,749,000 

1225 LOZANO CT            
RUBY HILL, PLEASANTON

ITALIAN VILLA $4,299,000 

11 LOWER GOLF RD             
C ASTLEWOOD, PLEASANTON

OPEN SAT & SUN 1-4 $1,250,000 

6645 AMBER LN            
CARRIAGE GARDENS, PLEASANTON

½ ACRE LOT & POOL $1,398,000

3008 CALLE DE LA MESA         
PANDEROSA, PLEASANTON

OPEN SUN 1-4 $649,000

2 Bd 2.5 Ba 1,400+/- sq.ft., End Unit  
Updated w/ granite counters in kitchen & bath, new 
S/S appliances including frige, plantation shutters 

new flooring, too many amenities to list.
Denise Ivaldi                                   925.251.2532

5656 SONOMA DR #13         
PLEASANTON

OPEN SUN 1-4 $465,000

COMING SOON             
PLEASANTON

C ARRIAGE GARDENS

1976 ARMONDO COURT            
RUBY HILL, PLEASANTON

OPEN SUN 1-4 $3,649,000 

7123 CEDAR MOUNTAIN             
LIVERMORE

TUSC AN ESTATE $4,998,000

724 TENNYSON DR             
ESTATES COLLECTION, LIVERMORE

POOL/ SIDE YARD ACCESS $659,000

219 E. ANGELA             
DOWNTOWN, PLEASANTON

TUDOR STYLE C ALL FOR PRICE

3422 TORLANO PL             
RUBY HILL, PLEASANTON

FORMAL FRENCH $1,749,950 

636 SYCAMORE CT             
AMBER RIDGE, LIVERMORE

R/V ACCESS $649,000

1089 AUBURN ST          
SOUTH-SIDE, LIVERMORE

UPDATED RANCHER $384,900

3 Bd 2 Ba 1,516+/- sq.ft., 0.14+/- Acres  
Lovely rancher w/ tiled entry, wood burning fire-
place, solid bamboo floors thru-out, tiled kitchen 

floor w/ granite tiled counters & much more!
Michael Swift & Associates    925.251.2589

5146 S FORESTDALE CIR             
DUBLIN

NO REAR NEIGHBORS $769,900

2797 SUGAR HILL TER             
DUBLIN

GOLF COURSE VIEW $1,099,900

6965 S FORESTDALE CIR             
DUBLIN

RANCH STYLE $499,000

4031 PALOMARES RD             
C ASTRO VALLEY

4.5+/- ACRES $763,000

2 Bd 2 Ba 1,700+/- sq.ft., 4.50+/- Acres 
LEVEL Land, clean and nice home. Great Investment 
for the savvy Buyer. Location-Location, Perfect  

family property and or small business.
Kristy and Company           925.251.2536

639 DUNHILL DR             
TASSAJARA RANCH, DANVILLE

OPEN SUN 1:30-4:30 $899,950

1007 MOCHO ST          
LIVERMORE

CLOSE TO DOWNTOWN $390,000

3 Bd 2 Ba 1,484+/- sq.ft., 0.16+/- Acres 
Huge price reduction! Nicely remodeled home close 
to downtown!Extensive tile work thruout, slab 

granite in remodeled kitchen & much more!  
Diane Sass                             925.699.9508

Blackhawk East
4105 Blackhawk Plaza Cir.

Danville, CA 94506

925.648.5300

Blackhawk West
3880 Blackhawk Rd. 

Danville, CA 94506

925.736.6000

Danville
15 Railroad Ave.

Danville, CA  94526

925.855.4000

Lafayette
3799 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Lafayette, CA 94549

925.385.2330

6116 La Salle Ave., Ste. 200

Oakland, CA 94611

510.339.4800

Orinda
89 Davis Rd., 

Orinda, CA 94563

925.253.7000

Walnut Creek
1700 N. Main St.

Walnut Creek, CA 94596

925.280.8500

Livermore
1983 Second St.

Livermore, CA  94550

925.667.2100

 
5075 Hopyard Rd Ste. 110 

Pleasanton, CA 94588

925.251.2500

D I S C O V E R  H O W  T O  G E T  M O R E  F O R  Y O U R  H O M E .
D I S C O V E R  J .  R O C K C L I F F  R E A L T O R S .

T H E  E A S T  B A Y ’ S  P R E M I E R  R E A L  E S T A T E  C O M P A N Y .

W W W . R O C K C L I F F . C O M Get Instant Access!
QR-Code next to the property address. 

You’ll receive instant access to  
additional info., photos and plenty  

of useful buyer and seller tools.
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5835 SIGNAL HILL DRIVE, DUBLIN 

Offered at $1,060,800

JUST LISTED
1541 WHISPERING OAK WAY, PLEASANTON

Offered at $989,888

OPEN SUN 1-4

530 DOLORES PLACE, PLEASANTON 

Offered at $1,099,000

JUST SOLD

For additional information, photos and virtual tours for any of these properties,  
visit www.TomIvarson.com or call 925-200-3600 DRE Lic. #01242205
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Tim McGuire
925-462-SOLD

WWW.TIMMCGUIRE.NET

Beyond Full Service—A Concierge Approach to Real Estate

apr.com | PLEASANTON | 900 Main Street 925.251.1111

DRE#01349446

COMING SOON – Jensen Tract, Pleasanton

Cute and contemporary 3bd/2ba home, 1,422+/- sq. ft. Hardwood 
fl oors, updated kitchen, newer windows, roof, HVAC system, 
stunning backyard with fruit trees, hot tub and gazebo. Walk to 
downtown Pleasanton and K-12 schools. Please call for details.

BUYERS 
NEEDS

Young Pleasanton family 
seeks 2,800+ sq. ft. home 

with a large yard, preferably 
no pool, up to $1.4M

Single mother seeks 3+bd 
house or townhome, 
preferably upgraded, 

up to $550,000

Family of four seeks 2,000+ 
sq. ft., 4bd house, with large 
yard, preferably one story,

 up to $975,000

apr.com  |  PLEASANTON   900 Main Street    925.251.1111     

Mark James
925.216.0454 DRE# 00697341

Custom home
317 Diamond Court, Pleasanton
4 bedrooms, 3 full bathrooms, 3 car garage. 3544 sq. ft. 
Stunning interior. Real pride of ownership. Low maintance yard. 
$1,189,000

www.317DiamondCt.com to view the virtual tour

Open Sunday 1-4:30

OPEN HOMES THIS WEEKEND

Castro Valley
3 BEDROOMS

7 Hills Road  $432,000
Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors  251-2536

Danville
5 BEDROOMS

639 Dunhill Drive  $899,950
Sun 1:30-4:30 J. Rockcliff Realtors 200-2525

Fremont
3 BEDROOMS

42036 Meredith Drive  $759,000
Sun 1-4  J. Rockcliff Realtors  583-2168

Livermore
3 BEDROOMS

942 Ventura Avenue  $315,000
Sun 1:30-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 251-1111
736 Sunset Drive  $385,000
Sat/Sun 1-4  Coldwell Banker 847-2200

4 BEDROOMS

523 Joyce Street  $439,000
Sun 1-4 J Rockcliff  Realtors 583-2194
273 Abalone Place  $789,000
Sun 1-4  Doug Buenz 463-2000

Pleasanton
2 BEDROOMS

5656 Sonoma Drive #13 $465,000
Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 251-2532
175 Junipero Street  $499,000
Sun 1-4 Bob Hucker 400-8146

3 BEDROOMS

11 Lower Golf  $1,250,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 980-8844
1409 Elliot Circle  $565,000
Sun 1-4  Keller Williams Tri-Valley Realty  202-6898
4386 Krause Street $579,000
Sun 1-4  Coldwell Banker 847-2200

2853 Iberis Court  $620,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 577-5787
3008 Calle De La Mesa $649,000
Sun 1-4  J. Rockcliff Realtors 251-2516

4 BEDROOMS

480 Montori Court  $1,025,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams Tri Valley  980-0273
3088 Crestablanca Drive  $1,030,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 Alain Pinel Realtors 251-1111
317 Diamond Court  $1,189,000
Sun 1-4:30 Mark James 216-0454
512 Bunker Lane  $1,449,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams Tri-Valley Realty  202-6898
852 Madeira Drive  $774,950
Sun 1-4  Jim Lavey - Allied Brokers  846-3755
5266 Muirwood Drive  $799,000
Sun 1-4 Doug Buenz 463-2000
627 Rowell Lane  $865,000
Sat 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 251-1111
1541 Whispering Oak Way  $989,888
Sun 1-4  Tom Ivarson  200-3600

5 BEDROOMS

3116 Devereux Court  $1,349,000
Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 847-2200
2818 Tudor Court  $1,439,000
Sun 1-4 Doug Buenz 463-2000

6 BEDROOMS

1226 Shady Pond Lane  $1,649,000
Sat 1:30-4:30 Alain Pinel Realtors 251-1111
1976 Armondo Court $3,649,000
Sun 1-4 Uwe Maercz 360-8758

To place an ad or open home  
please contact  

Andrea Heggelund at  
(925) 600-0840 x110 or e-mail 
aheggelund@pleasantonweekly.com

*Ask about online and email 
advertising*
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Doug Buenz
Office 

925.251.1111
Direct 

925.463.2000
680Homes.com

apr.com | PLEASANTON | 900 Main Street 925.251.1111

High Performance Real Estate

 I entered into a contract to sell my house a couple of weeks ago. Because 

the market is slow, I ended up taking a lot less for my house than I was plan-

ning on. Now the buyers have had inspections, and they want me to credit 

them $3500 for repairs, most of which are complete B.S. I am really mad 

about this. Should I tell them to take a hike? Fred W. 

 Websites to watch thor the movie <http://about.me/thor-movie> 

Fred, take a deep breath and relax. In some ways this market can be called 

“Revenge of the Buyers”. Remember 4 or 5 years ago when Sellers told 

buyers things like “take it or leave it” or “don’t ask for anything to be 

fi xed… we have 2 other buyers who want it”. Now the tables have turned. 

Don’t get hung up on the details of what the buyer wants. Some may be 

legit, and some might be categorized as outright extortion. But so what. If 

you want to sell you house, swallow hard and sign it. If you think you can 

do better in this market, tell them no. It is really that simple. 

But tread carefully, because working with buyers today is a little like 

trying to feed a squirrel. They don’t really trust you, they are skittish, and 

any sudden movement 

or sign of trouble they go 

scampering for the woods. 

If you refuse the $3500, 

you could end up the 

same or better off with 

the next buyer. Of course, 

it could also end up cost-

ing you $5000, $10,000, 

or even $20,000 more 

to get the next buyer in 

contract. It’s your call. The good news is that you are in control in this 

situation, and can choose the course of action that you feel is best. Just be 

aware of market conditions. Often, once a home goes back on the market, 

it looses some of its luster and it is harder to get other buyers interested in 

it.  >>Go to www.680homes.com to read the rest of this article.

Q & A: Buyers Demand Money for Repairs… Should I Agree?

The latest from The 680 Blog

CA DRE# 00843458

Go to 680Homes.com for more information on these homes and other properties.

Elegant Golden Eagle 

custom home with 4 BR 

plus offi ce, 3 ½ BTH, 

new cherry & granite 

kit, plantation shutters, 

and incredible .42 acre 

fl at lot!

$1,450,000

GOLDEN EAGLE!

Fabulous upgraded South 

Livermore home with 4 BR 

plus offi ce, 3 ½ BTHS, granite 

kitchen, hardwood fl oors, new 

designer carpeting, and quite 

cul-de-sac location with spa!

273 Abalone Place, Livermore

 $789,000

OPEN SUN 1-4

Fabulous single story 4 

BR, 3 BTH home on an 

incredible private .90 acre 

wooded fl at lot with gate. 

Gourmet kit with island, 

huge master suite & more!

$1,299,000

JUST LISTED! Pristine single story 4 BR, 2 

½ BTH, home with upgraded 

kitchen, designer carpeting, 

remodeled master bath with 

extensive stone, new windows, 

and 1/3 Acre lot with pool! 

$822,500

JUST SOLD!

Prime Laguna Oaks luxury 
home with 5 BR plus offi ce, 
3 ½ BTHS, 4 car garage, 
granite kitchen, 3 fi replaces, 
and .30 Acre fl at cul-de-sac 
lot with sparkling pool, spa, 
and outdoor kitchen! 
2818 Tudor Court

$1,439,000

OPEN SUN 1-4
Better than New! Fabulous 
remodeled 4 BR, 2 ½ BTH 
charmer with hardwood 
fl oors, gourmet granite & 
stainless kitchen, new roof, 
sparkling pool, and large 
private 10k lot!
5266 Muirwood Drive

$799,000

OPEN SUN 1-4

PLEASANTON  90 0 Main Street

925.846.6500
www.blaiselofland.com

blaise@blaiselofland.com

apr.com
DRE# 00882113

GOLDEN EAGLE ESTATES LOT

8019 GOLDEN EAGLE WAY, PLEASANTON
Beautiful large premium 1.08 acre lot in desirable Golden Eagle Estates 
gated community. Panoramic views! One of a couple of remaining lots. 
Build your own dream home or plans are approved and ready to start 
for a 6300 sq ft. 5 bedroom, 6 bathroom home with 4 car garage, plans 
available for custom rock sculpted pool with waterslide and waterfall, pool 
cabana and custom outdoor kitchen with pizza oven, outdoor shower. 
Community amenities include: pool, tennis courts and access to Augustin 
Bernal Park. Located adjacent to Castlewood Country Club. Five minutes 
from charming downtown Pleasanton. OFFERED AT $1,000,000

LOS OLIVOS

2951 PICHOLINE COURT, LIVERMORE
Beautiful, highly upgraded Los Olivos home on professionally landscaped 
private .25 acre lot. Don’t miss it! Five bedrooms (bonus room 5th), 
3.5 bathrooms, plus detached studio/guest quarters (1 bed/1 bath). 
Approximately 3889 sq. ft. Gourmet kitchen with custom cabinets, granite 
slab countertops and stainless steel appliances. Highly upgraded spacious 
master suite with granite. Beautiful grounds include large private patio, 
spacious lawn area, garden/play set area, and atrium/side patio. Views of 
surrounding hills. Minutes to quality golf courses and Livermore Valley 
wineries. SOLD FOR $950,000

SOLD

VINSANTO

2845 VINE COURT, LIVERMORE
Beautiful highly upgraded home in excellent condition. Panoramic views 
of vineyards and surrounding hills. Five bedrooms (4th is private office, 
5th in guest house/casita), four bathrooms (4th in casita). Approximate 
total square footage 3,553. Upgraded kitchen with granite countertop & 
backsplash, two fireplaces, plantation shutters throughout, three car garage. 
Private gate & rear grounds include separate guest house/casita, expansive 
exposed aggregate patio, lawn area, fruit trees and vineyards. No backyard 
neighbors. Close to wineries & golf courses. SOLD FOR $809,000

SOLD

NEW CUSTOM SINGLE LEVEL

1588 FOOTHILL ROAD, PLEASANTON
New custom single level home on private country lane off of Foothill Road. 
This private half acre lot is located adjacent to Golden Eagle with ridge 
views. Four bedrooms, bonus room/guest quarters, home theater room, 
private office, lockable 400 bottle wine cellar, 4.5 bathrooms, 4762 sq. ft. 
Gourmet kitchen with granite slab countertops, top of the line appliances. 
Oversized three car garage (4th car option). In-ground pool, detached 
permitted room (office/workout room) seller to credit buyer for brand new 
landscaping. Near Castlewood Country Club. SOLD FOR $1,625,000

SOLD

PLEASANTON SEMICUSTOM

RUBY HILL

4150 CREEKWOOD COURT, PLEASANTON
Don’t miss this private, Pleasanton home on premium ½ acre lot. Large 
multimedia/game room, upgraded kitchen and bathrooms with granite. 
Five bedrooms, three full bathrooms, hardwood floors, two fireplaces, 
three car garage, 4,002 square feet. Large secluded park-like rear yard 
includes expansive Trex deck, in-ground pool, Hot Springs grande 
covered spa, waterfall/pond, playhouse, zip line, large lawn area, mature 
redwood trees and large cemented side yard area. Walk to great schools & 
neighborhood parks. SOLD FOR $1,120,000

4355 CAMPINIA PLACE. PLEASANTON
Gorgeous Upgraded Single Level Home on .60 Acre Premium Lot.  
Located in the Desirable Ruby Hill Private Gated Community. Four 
Bedrooms, Plus Private Office, Three Bathrooms, Custom Gourmet 
Kitchen with Granite Countertops. Extensive Crown Molding & 
Built-Ins, Brazilian Cherry Flooring, Expansive Master Suite. Professional 
Landscaping Includes: Built-In BBQ, Viewing/Sitting Area, Views of 
Surrounding Hills & Vineyards, Covered Patio and Extensive Lawn Area. 
3-Car Garage. Ruby Hill Community Amenities: *Clubhouse, Golf 
Course, Swimming Pool, *Tennis Courts, Large Park and Greenbelts. 
(*Discounted Memberships Now Available) Close to Several Wineries.
OFFERED AT $1,479,000

SOLD

GREY EAGLE ESTATES

27 GREY EAGLE ESTATE, PLEASANTON
Secluded 5904 sq ft. custom home on premium 5.3 acre estate in 
desirable, gated Grey Eagle Estates. Panoramic Views of the valley and 
Mt. Diablo. Five bedrooms, plus bonus room, office, 2nd office/hobby 
room, 3.5 bathrooms. Four car garage. Beautiful grounds include private 
vineyard, In-ground pool and spa. SOLD FOR $1,900,000

SOLD
REPRESENTED BUYER

COMING SOON

KOTTINGER RANCH

1327 HEARST DRIVE, PLEASANTON
Great location! Beautiful semi-custom home on .40 acre lot. 
Expansive deck with panoramic views! Private rear grounds. Five 
bedrooms, 4.5 bathrooms, 4,026 square feet. Upgraded gourmet 
kitchen with granite countertops, newer paint & carpeting, extensive 
hardwood floors. Expansive master suite. Community pool, park, 
tennis courts and open space. Walk to Main Street and award winning 
schools! OFFERED AT $1,195,000

PENDING
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Go to open.apr.com for the Bay Area’s only 
complete online open home guide.

PLEASANTON $1,649,000 
6bd/6ba, 5,096+/- sf.,15,712+/- sf lot. 3 
car garage. Award winning landscaped 
backyard. Gourmet kitchen with granite 
counter tops. 1226 SHADY POND LANE 

MOXLEY TEAM SAT 1:30-4:30 

PLEASANTON  $1,189,000
Gorgeous custom home with loads of 
upgrades. Shows like a model. Far too 
many amenities to list. Quiet Street and 
low maintenance yard. 317 DIAMOND CT 

MARK JAMES BY APPT

PLEASANTON  $1,030,000 
4bd/3ba, 2,788+/-sf Custom built home.3 
car garage with pass through to covered 
parking. Hardwood & tile flooring 
throughout.  3088 CRESTABLANCA DRIVE 

MOXLEY TEAM SUN 1:30-4:30

LIVERMORE  $880,000 
South Livermore,4bd/4ba plus loft. Enjoy 
this gorgeous home with epicurean 
kitchen, granite slab and stainless 
appliances.  5614 STOCKTON LOOP 

LINDA FUTRAL BY APPT 

PLEASANTON  $865,000 
Rare find! Private 0.34+/-acre lot that backs 
to Kottinger Park/Trail. Well maintained 
4bd/2.5ba, updated throughout. Kitchen w/
island & granite  627 ROWELL LN 

BRAD SLABAUGH  SAT&SUN 1:00-4:00 

PLEASANTON  $854,000 
This 5bd/3ba home offers hardwood 
floors, granite counter tops in Kitchen, 
new carpet and much more, close to 
sports park.  5023 BLACKBIRD WAY 

ANNI HAGFELDT BY APPT

PLEASANTON  $699,000 
"Windsor" Neighborhood, Largest Model, 
4 bed/3bath Stunning Hardwood Floors, 
Upgraded Kitchen. Won't Last Long. 
South Pleasanton.  2474 TAPESTRY WAY 

 JULIA MURTAGH  BY APPT 

SAN RAMON  $499,900 
Charming 4bd/2ba, single story home 
with nice yard, Formal Living room and 
separate Family room. New interior paint 
and carpet. Great home. 122 ADAMS PL 

STEVE ELDRIDGE BY APPT 

LIVERMORE  $408,900 
4bd, 2ba, 1925+/-sf, built in 2003, 2 car 
garage, court location, low HOA dues. 
1851 PEPPERWOOD CMN

 STEVE ELDRIDGE  BY APPT 

LIVERMORE  $315,000 
Don’t miss this completely updated home 
in South Livermore! Newer laminate wood 
floors throughout the home, recently 
updated kitchen  942 VENTURA AVE 

EMILY BARRACLOUGH  SUN 1:30-4:00

A View From The Top
The higher you perch, the farther you can see. When 

you have exceptional vision to start with, it’s no wonder 

that you can spot opportunities before others do. And 

capitalize on them.

Alain Pinel Realtors began 20 years ago with vision of 

changing the way real estate business is conducted. 

Today, our financial strength, focus and experience 

enable us to lead the Bay Area real estate industry in 

home sales. And to plan on being here for a long time 

to come.

Visit us at apr.com and see what we see.

Don Faught
Vice President

Managing Broker

Pleasanton and Livermore 

dfaught@apr.com


