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START RIGHT. START HERE.
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4-Pk., Solar Ball Lights
Automatically turns on at
dusk.Red, blue, green and
yellow balls have bright LEDs.
E 118 803 B4

£ 1499 reg. 24.99
6-Pk., 3-Hr.
Classic Fire Logs
T120 809 1

i 799 SALE

¥ 50°, 16/3 Light-Duty
Extension Cord
13-amp; high-visibility
orange. E 753 475 B6

~ Your Choice

699 reg. 12.99
70-Ct. C3 LED Light Set

Green cord. Assorted color
! lights. T 749 083, 426,
126 174 B12

Alkaline Batteries
Choose 10-p. AA or AAA,
2 = 4-pk. CorD, or 2-pk. 9V.
. E 124 787,799, 193 042,
192 096, 196 615

Workbench True Value Hardware
1807 Santa Rita Rd (Corner of Valley and Santa Rita) True Value 2011

Phone (925) 846-0660 * www.truevalue.com Calendarwnis sugpis s

Bringing you the Best and the Brightest

Our new women'’s health specialists join our award-winning team of health care
providers that is ranked among the top medical groups in quality and patient
satisfaction by the Independent. Healthcare Association

Méa‘ganB,e,ajtwy, M.D. Connie Widdowson, D.O., M.S. Laura Ahn, MSN, WHNP
Obstetrics & Gynecology =~ Obstetrics & Gynecology Obstetrics & Gynecology

Dublin Center
L%ﬂ Palo Alto Medical Foundation i 4050 Dublin Bivd.
: A Sutter Health Affiliate pamt.org Dublin 94568

Page 2 ® November 26, 2010 ® Pleasanton Weekly




AROUND

PLEASANTON

Axis needs
our help

rive by Axis Community
D Health’s aging facilities

on Railroad Avenue any
weekday morning and you're
likely to see patients waiting to
see a doctor or nurse that Axis
provides. They are among the
thousands of needy in the Tri-
Valley who rely on this commu-
nity health organization and its
clinics for basic health care. They
are not all poor, although many
are. Some have lost their jobs
and the health insurance that
came with them and now can't
afford private care. Others work
in hourly jobs where health care
is not offered or too expensive.

But no matter what their rea-
sons, Axis, with an annual budget
of $9 million, serves more than
14,000 members of our commu-
nity at its Railroad Avenue clinic
and at four other sites in the
Tri-Valley. It’s supported by local,
state and federal funding, foun-
dation grants, patient and clinic
fees from those able to pay, and
from the generosity of individu-
als, families, foundations and the
business community.

Among these, the Pleasanton
Weekly Holiday Fund is a regu-
lar contributor, with donations
from our readers and matching
funds from the Tri-Valley Com-
munity Founda-
tion now totaling
more than a quar-
ter-million-dollars
since the annual
giving  program
was launched in
2002 with Axis as
a charter beneficia-
ry. This year, with
the Holiday Fund’s
goal of $100,000,
including match-
ing funds, Axis
should receive an-
other $20,000. That will pro-
vide additional pediatric care
and cover rising administrative
expenses, including utility and
communications bills, according
to Sue Compton, Axis’ chief ex-
ecutive officer. It will also help
cover part of the costs of new pa-
tients, which number about 400
each month in these recessionary
times.

The biggest increase has been
in pediatrics, which has seen a 10
percent increase in need over the
past four months. Even though
parents still have jobs, many of
those work for companies that
have had to cut back on health

This year, with the
Holiday Fund’s
goal of $100,000,
including matching
funds, Axis should
receive another
$20,000.

By JeB BING

Nurse practitioner Corey Cutler tends
an Axis medical clinic patient.

insurance just to stay in busi-
ness. If one spouse loses the job,
there’s even less money available
for health care and parents make
the obvious choice to feed their
children. When kids are sick,
Axis is there for them. The non-
profit goes beyond urgent care,
however. It also makes sure that
these children stay healthy and
immunized. That’s one less worry
for parents who
can't afford the
higher cost of
daycare for sick
children.

To meet its
higher patient
care load, the
Axis staff has
increased to
130 provid-
ers and sup-
port  work-
ers. Christina
McFadden,
Axis’ director
of clinical operations, said she
would hire more if Axis had
more space. A study group is
evaluating the cost and fund-
ing abilities for rebuilding the
Railroad Avenue site or estab-
lishing a larger facility nearby.
Yet, despite its bursting-at-the-
seams situation, Axis serves
every newcomer. It never turns
anyone away, although the lines
you see on weekday mornings
show that there’s a bit of a wait
usually. A few more dollars in
this year’s Holiday Fund grant
could help. Please join me in
becoming a 2010 Holiday Fund
contributor. m

About the Cover

This colorfully decorated, two-story Christmas tree dominates the Grand Court
at Stoneridge Shopping Center where Santa visits with children through Christ-
mas Eve. Special programs, including a New Year’s Eve “Ball at the Mall,” are
marking Stoneridge’s 30th year since opening in 1980 in Pleasanton. Photo
courtesy of Stoneridge Shopping Center. Cover design by Trina Cannon.
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BEreak Free
Fitness

. q To d ether!
Where Your Mind, your Body And YouL me

www.BFfithess.com

The4M|nute GRA
7 How much is your time worth2
Tired of spending all that time and money at .
the gym and not seeing any difference?
Now, you can achieve better results, burn
MORE CALORIES and FAT in 4 minutes
than running in the gym for 40 minutes!
Our motivational trainers will have you

- Range of Motion

looking and feeling better fast! Check out (ROM)
our ROM, Rope Trainer and Functional + Rope Trainer
Fitness Packages ranging from a month « Functional
to a year of fitness. Fitness
Add Oxygen Therapy to your ROM routines Routine

for increased strength, endurance and
energy during and after your workout.

Call now for a FREE Demonstration!

925.417.0574
10% off ALL packages_lﬁ'!r 3

when you sign up before 12/31/10.
withthiscoupon —_ I

Break Free Fitness - 101 E. Vineyard Ave. #111 - Livermore - 888.522.5509 - 925.417.0574
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: Purchase of, iThanksgiving Roast Whole TMK@
y  comes|with'Fried Rice or Noodle'and
(Tray Size: 11" x 10" x 2.5")

(Please place your order 2 days in advane
L .“pEALS LIMIT TO SMALL SIZE TRAY
“ [(11°X10"%2.5") ONLY

VisIT Us!

PLEASANTON STORE
4299 Rosewood Dr,,
Pleasanton, CA 94588
Tel: 925.463.8899
DUBLIN STORE
7333 Regional 5.,
Dublin, CA 94568
Tel: 925.833.3999

OPEN|EVERYDAY(SJAMESIPM|
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Roast Whole Turkey 38%° ‘

COMCORD « CUPERTING - DALY CITY - DUBLIN - FOSTER CITY - FREMONT - SAN JOSE
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\. s - . ~.. Do you think airport security
%"E = = m  ClassesParties \ >

. E mE [ | New Yarn « Books & Patterns OFF has gone too far.

0
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s yousPe sy, Susie Steele
§E> Whe . da\J’Sat\“ N Realtor, Alain Pinel
1 ) F\’NO\' ot '27;““_ | think we need to continuously improve
K wwwyourknittingplace.com e 0 ““\“\s“q“a\'\ﬂ- security because of safety concerns at our
VAE P “‘:“s\ cing ! airports. We have to protect ourselves.

P P P - P - P P P While at times it may be uncomfortable, it
% T %, % !«!\_ % % % % % is necessary.

SAFE .! SECURE COVERAGE PLAN 5 = vssmasary §rennscnsoussn s Rachel McElhinney

. - B Homemaker

No, | don’t. We have a choice whether to
fly or not, and | don’t feel embarrassed

by any of the methods they use to keep us
safe. The pat-downs and body scans don’t
bother me.

For further details,
please contact our
sales department

Bob Britton

Union organizer

Yes, because the odds are so small that
something will happen. They wouldn’t
expect us to take all of our clothes off even
if that was the best thing to do. The idea
that we have to have X-rays or be patted
down just seems unnecessary.

THE NEW 2011 VOLVO S60

925.939.3333
2791 North Main St., Walnut Creek, CA
www.lawrencevolvo.com
Get All of This Plus More Great Offers from Volvo!

LAWRENCE

Volvo

Family Owned & Operated Since 1921

Lena Clark
Bookkeeper

| don’t know, because | don’t go to the air-
port very much. If | did travel often, | prob-
ably would be opposed to the body scan. It
seems like a bit of an invasion of privacy.

Experience Joie de Vie, the “Joy of Life”

Vitalize the body
Indulge the senses
Experience the joy of life

Jole de Vie Bob Divcer
salon & day spa

Co-owner, Towne Center Books

No. | flew to Denver last month and had to
do the full body scan in Oakland. My wife
Judy went through three days before and
wasn’t asked to do it. | didn’t find it to be
a big deal at all, but it did slow down the
security lines.

Enjoy a complimentary glass of
champagne while basking in the
luxury of our beautiful spa

r I I I I N IS B B S - 1
I Designer, Customized I
. . Microdemabrasion or Chemical Peel

Massage Therapy ¥ Facial Treatments ¥ Skin Care I with Our Medically Trained Esthetician

Body Wraps & Scrubs ¥ Mani/Pedi ¥ Waxing/Threading || $85

. Available only from Dec. 1 - Dec. 15, 2010
[

i
EAD, -7

3059 Hopyard Road, Suites J & K, Pleasanton ¢ www.joiedeviedayspa.com

925-485-4272
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Have a Streetwise question? E-mail editor@PleasantonWeekly.com
Manicure/Pedicure Combination

A Expires Dec. 20, 2010

The Pleasanton Weekly is published every Friday by Embarcadero Media, 5506 Sunol Blvd.,
Suite 100, Pleasanton, CA 94566; (925) 600-0840. Mailed at Periodicals Postage Rate,
USPS 020407. The Weekly is mailed upon request to homes and apartments in Pleasanton.
Print subscriptions for businesses or residents of other communities are $60 per year or
$100 for two years. Go to www.PleasantonWeekly.com to sign up and for more informa-
tion. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Pleasanton Weekly, 5506 Sunol Blvd., Suite

100, Pleasanton, CA 94566. © 2010 by Embarcadero Media. All rights reserved. Reproduction
without permission is strictly prohibited.

We carry Pevonia skin care products




Newsfront

DIGEST

Hometown Holiday
Parade

Pleasanton’s annual Home-
town Holiday Celebration will
be held from 5-7:30 p.m.,
Saturday, Dec. 4, along Main
Street starting with the festive
community parade followed
by the lighting of a holiday
tree in front of the Museum
On Main. Either Amador Val-
ley High School or Foothill
High School marching band
will lead the parade, followed
by dozens of holiday inspired
entries.

Main Street will close to traf-
fic at 4 p.m. that day. Parade
viewers are encouraged to shop
and dine in historic Downtown
Pleasanton after staking out
their viewing turf. In the event
of rain, call the hotline, which
will be updated each hour after
2:30 p.m. on parade day: 931-
5352.

‘Nutcracker’ free
for nonprofit groups

Members of major Tri-Valley
nonprofit organizations will be
treated this year to a free per-
formance of Valley Dance The-
atre’s annual full-length pro-
duction of the Tchaikovsky’s
classic “The Nutcracker.” The
special Community Perfor-
mance, made possible by cor-
porate, family and individual
sponsors, will take place Dec.
15 at the Bankhead Theater,
2400 First St. in Livermore.

“It is a worthwhile cause,”
says Karin Bunnell, board presi-
dent of the Valley Dance The-
atre. “It is part of our tradition.”

Cantabella Children’s Chorus
and Tri-Valley Repertory The-
atre’s Broadway Chorus will add
vocal artistry to selected perfor-
mances. For information, visit
www.valleydancetheatre.com.

Grants workshops

Two grant application work-
shops will be held for non-
profit organizations to apply for
2011-12 Pleasanton Housing
and Human Services and Com-
munity grants, Dublin Commu-
nity Development Block grants,
and Livermore Housing and
Human Services grants. Staff
will discuss the application pro-
cesses and distribute applica-
tion packets at the workshops.
Attendance is mandatory to
apply for Livermore funding
and strongly encouraged for
Dublin and Pleasanton.

The first workshop is slated
for 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Dec.
7 at the Livermore City Council
Chamber, 3575 Pacific Ave. The
second workshop will be held
from 10 a.m.-noon Dec. 8 at the
Pleasanton City Council Cham-
ber, 200 Old Bernal Ave. They
are identical in content. RSVP to
Sheryl Jenkins at 960-4434.

City must trim employee benefits, council warned

Resident cites ‘exploding entitlement expense’ facing city

By JEB BING

A Pleasanton resident has asked the Pleas-
anton City Council to make employee pension
and health care reform a top priority in 2011 or
face a citizens’ initiative that could force major
changes in municipal employee benefit plans.

Bart Hughes, in his second appearance before
the council in as many weeks, said his study of
the city’s benefit costs shows Pleasanton is head-
ing toward a fiscal crisis by funding all costs of
employee pension and health care contributions.

He cited an article in an October 2002 issue of
the Pleasanton Weekly that reported on the city’s
approval of a plan giving its employees a retire-
ment plan that would cost taxpayers $13 million
over the next eight years, and $20 million over
the next 20 years.

“My research has shown that the cost now
is actually $97 million against that initial esti-

mate,” Hughes said, adding that this “exploding
entitlement expense” far exceeds Pleasanton’s
ability to pay for it.

“Supposedly this is a financially responsible
city and council,” Hughes said. “Just recently you
required the (Livermore-Pleasanton) Fire Depart-
ment to contribute 2% toward health care. But
that’s been it. For the entire time over these eight
years with this gross miscalculation, the taxpayers
have picked up almost 100% of that. Employees
have picked up almost none of that.”

“There’s been a lot of news out there with re-
gards to the frustration that the taxpaying public
has with regards to out-of-control pensions,”
Hughes said. “I didn’t think it was happening
here in Pleasanton but the more I dug into this,
I've been amazed at how important this matter
has become.”

He continued:

“Back in 2002, retirement costs were less than
1% of the general budget. Today they are 21%.
So thats $16 million every year that doesn'
go to the services of the city, but it goes to
compensate employees. [ agree that employees
should be compensated, but this plan was never
intended to be so generous.

“In the last election, there were 10 entitlement
reform bills on the ballot. Nine out of the 10
passed. The only one that didn’t pass was in San
Francisco. And they passed with huge margins,
70% and up.

“But the patience is running very thin here.
Something needs to be done for the sake of the
future of Pleasanton residents and the future of
employees. As citizens we always have the initia-
tive process and we will pursue that if need be.”

Although council members did not respond

See BENEFITS on Page 9

Castlewood management, union
farther apart than ever

Workers parade through Pleasanton as lockout continues

BY GLENN WOHLTMANN

With the lockout at Castlewood County
Club now well into its ninth month, the 57
full- and part-time workers are reminding
people they haven’t given up.

The workers, union representatives from
UniteHERE local 2850 and some local officials
held a parade Sunday through Pleasanton,
complete with a marching band, a horse-drawn
carriage and an inflatable turkey. The parade
stepped off from the Main Street Park at Bernal
Avenue and Main Street and made its way west
on Sunol Boulevard to the country club near
Castlewood Drive and Foothill Road.

But when it comes to negotiations, the two
sides are farther apart than they were when the
lockout began.

The latest move backward came when Cas-
tlewood management proposed bringing the
workers back — as long as they were allowed
to fire or lay people off without taking senior-

COURTESY UNITEHERE!
Locked-out workers from Castlewood Country Club follow a horse-drawn wagon in a parade through
Pleasanton on Sunday. After more than nine months, the union and Castlewood management are far-
ther apart than ever.

ity into consideration.

Club management, according to UniteHERE
organizer Sarah Norr, said the club is happier
with its current staff than it was with its locked
out employees.

“The club came in with a bunch of propos-
als that were not part of the original last and
final offer, and that we see as very negative
for the workers, so basically theyre moving
backwards instead of forwards,” Norr said.
“We discussed it with the workers ... they said,
‘Why would we sign a contact that would put
us out of work?”

The two sides have had few face to face
meetings in recent months, with just one in
September and one in August. They met again
on Nov. 11 and agreed to another meeting
later this month.

“We have another negotiating appointment
set up for Nov. 29 and we’re really hoping that

See CASTLEWOOD on Page 9

Tully’s Plaza
developer set

to do it again

Buys south Main St. building
for new retalil, restaurant

South Main Street is about to get a major face-
lift with new retail stores and a restaurant in an
empty building abandoned after Guaranty Bank
declared bankruptcy in August 2009.

Craig Semmelmeyer, whose Main Street Prop-
erty Services developed the popular Tully’s Cof-
fee Shop site at Main and Angela streets, has
purchased the building at 234 Main St.

Guaranty Bank reportedly paid $2.5 million for
the property, but other than putting signs in the
window never moved in before it was seized by the
FDIC. At the time, Guaranty had 103 branches in
Texas and 59 branches in California.

Semmelmeyer’s firm reportedly paid $500,000
to acquire the 234 Main St. property.

Semmelmeyer said plans are being prepared
to renovate the building for retail tenants and a
restaurant that will offer different services and
cuisine than what's now available downtown.

Fleet Feet, now located a block up Main
Street, has already signed a lease to move into
larger space at the 234 Main St. building, more
than doubling its current space.

The 234 Main St. building has about 5,000
square feet of tenant space. Semmelmeyer said that
at one time it was actually two buildings and his re-
design of the structure will make it look again like
two separate facilities when reconstruction work is
completed in the first quarter of next year.

“I plan to put a restaurant on the site, one that
will be unique and will attract diners to down-
town Pleasanton who dont come today,” Sem-
melmeyer said. “T'd like to have outdoor seating
that along with other tenants will bring some
energy to the 200 block of south Main Street.”

Main Street Property services rebuilt the prop-
erties at the corner of Main and Angela where
Tully’s, Coldstone Creamery, Bibiane Bakery and
Fontina Restaurant are located. That corner,
with its outside courtyard, has become a favorite
meeting place in Pleasanton’s downtown. The
Tri-Valley Convention & Visitors Bureau has its
offices on the building’s second floor.

Fleet Feet Sports is located across the street at
310 Main St., in property also owned by Sem-
melmeyer’s firm.

—Jeb Bing
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in the old Kottinger Barn
200 Ray St. Pleasanton 925-600-0460

PLEASANTON BRANCH

GRAND OPENING

Receive a set of rice bowls with the
openingiof an East West Checking
Account

o Earning Interest2

® Free online banking and bill payment

©® Free ATM usage at all East West Bank,
Allpoint®, and MoneyPass®locatiom"'

receive a 5% discount cgupon
from 99 Ranch Market

925-225-0127,

EASTWEST BANK

Your Financial Bridee®

g (4
www.eastwestbank.com

Pleasanton In-store Branch | 4299 Rosewood Drive, #108, Pleasanton, CA 94588
1. Offer is valid from 11/08/2010 through 12/31/2010 and applicable only at the three branches listed. Minimum
deposit to open an East West Checking account is $100. A minimum monthly average balance of $1,000 is
required to avoid account maintenance fee. Fees could reduce earnings. Limited to one gift per qualified customer
while supplies last. 2. Interest rate varies, we may change the interest rate and annual percentage yield at any time.
3. First two non-proprietary ATM withdrawals are free. Thereafter, third party usage fees may apply. 4. Coupon
has no cash value and cannot be redeemed for cash. Please refer to the terms and conditions on the coupon.

Other participating branches:
338 Barber Lane, Milpitas, CA 95035
FBie 468 Barber Lane, #380A, Milpitas, CA 95035
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Two nabbed in attempted
Pleasanton break-in

Alert woman sees suspicious SUV, calls cops

BY GLENN WOHLTMANN

Pleasanton police may have a
break in a string of robberies over
the last couple of weeks — with the
help of a local mom.

According to a police report,
early Monday afternoon an alert
Pleasanton woman noticed a sus-
picious dark-colored SUV outside
her home on Brianne Court and
called police. While the woman,
who was alone with her 2-year-old
daughter, was on the phone with a
dispatcher, two men came to her
front door and began knocking and
repeatedly ringing the door bell.

With police already on their way,
the woman discovered the men in
her back yard and attempting to
enter her home through a sliding
glass door. The two men spotted her
and drove off — but not before she

got their license plate number, which
she quickly reported to police.

Officer Jarrod Yee saw the dark
SUV near the woman’s home and
gave chase, following it onto In-
terstate 680 toward San Ramon;
additional officers caught up and
stopped the SUV at the Bollinger
Canyon exit.

The two men, Terry Shumlai, 26,
of Oakland and Pedro Contreras,
20, of San Leandro, were arrested
for attempted burglary. In addition,
Shumlai, who was on parole for
earlier burglaries, was charged with
parole violation. Both men were
booked at Santa Rita Jail.

Police are commending the un-
named woman for stopping the
men before they could commit
other burglaries.

Pleasanton police have also made

a second arrest in connection with
an earlier investigation that led
to charges against a Castro Valley
man. That man, Peter Grgurevic 111,
19, of Castro Valley was arrested
Nov. 4 in a string of residential bur-
glaries in northwest Pleasanton and
in Castro Valley. Police said they’d
tentatively identified 10 burglaries
expected to tie Grgurevic to others
as their investigation continues.

Sgt. Jim Knox said the inves-
tigation has led to the arrest of a
second Castro Valley man. Jacob
Jagoda, 20, faces charges of posses-
sion of stolen property.

The area has been hit by an un-
usual number of burglaries over the
last few weeks. Between Nov. 8 and
Nov. 21, there have been 20 bur-
glaries and at least nine automotive
burglaries. m

Renovations complete on historic
Mount Diablo building

Grand reopening being held for public Dec. 4

BY DOLORES Fox CIARDELLI

As the two inches of weekend
snow slowly melts away, Mt. Diablo
State Park celebrates the renovation
of the Summit Visitor Center.

The project included adding new
exhibits and better access to the
visitor information, and the public
is invited to a grand reopening event
from noon-4 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 4.

“All of the exhibits will be open,”
said Steve Elliott, docent manager.
“We have new videos and a com-
puter terminal to do a virtual tour
of the park.”

The Summit Visitor Center, lo-
cated at the top of the 3,849-foot
mountain, was constructed by the
Civilian Conservation Corps in the
1940s and is recognized as a Na-
tional Historic Landmark. It is built
from fossil-laden sandstone quar-
ried in the park.

“When doing a renovation ev-
erything gets a close review,” Elliott
noted. “Its important that it comes
across symbolic of historic times.”

Mt. Diablo State Park is most
popular in the spring, said Elliott,
when the wildflowers are in bloom.
Visitors also flock to the mountain
to see the tarantulas in the fall,
when the males migrate in search
of mates. In the wintertime, the big
draw is snow.

“Even the two inches they had
yesterday attracted a load of peo-
ple,” Elliott said Monday. “Then
this morning people were making
snowmen out in the parking lot,
about 10 o’clock.”

The renovated Summit Visitor
Center will have its new electric
fireplace lit all winter, Elliott prom-
ised. It also has a reading nook
with a stack of kids books, as well
as new hands-on exhibits about the
history, geology and flora and fauna

COURTESY MDIA

The upstairs of the renovated Summit Visitor Center on Mount Diablo includes
exhibits and an electric fireplace surrounded by seating.

of Mount Diablo.

“The inside has been renovated
to the craftsman style matching the
era of when the visitor center was
built,” said Park Superintendent
Roland Gaebert.

The renovation was funded by
the California Department of Parks
and Recreation through deferred
maintenance funds allocated to
the park in 2008. In addition to
the exhibit renovation, the Mrt.
Diablo Interpretive Association
(MDIA) raised more than $28,000
from individuals and corporate
donors. This funding added new
visitor information facilities and
visuals.

The navigation beacon on top of

the center dates from 1928 when it
was installed on top of the moun-
tain to assist with the early days of
commercial air travel to San Fran-
cisco. Each year veterans gather at
the center Dec. 7 to light the bea-
con for Pearl Harbor Remembrance
Day.

“We light the beacon at dusk at
the rotunda,” Elliott said. “I like to
do it outside but it depends on the
weather. Last year we had really
bad weather and had to cancel.”

Visitors with disabilities who
need assistance to visit the Summit
Visitor Center should call the park
office at 673-2891 in advance. For
more information and virtual tours
of the park, go to mdia.org. m



Christmas downtown
turns a profit

Shoppers fill the streets in back-to-back festivities

By JEB BING

Although retailers in the Bay Area are promoting deep discounts and
hoping for big sales on Black Friday, downtown merchants in Pleasanton
were a week ahead of the pack with their own special holiday events last
weekend.

First, it was downtown’s festive “Magical Holiday Evening” last Friday
night where, despite a light drizzle, nearly 2,000 shoppers filled the
streets to enjoy carolers, Christmas decorations and special sales.

Then Saturday, in a first for Pleasanton, merchants and some res-
taurants opened their doors at 7 a.m. for the city’s jump-start on
Black Friday, traditionally the busiest shopping day of the year on the
Friday after Thanksgiving. And the discounts were deep, as much as
50%, with scratch-off discount coupons passed out by the Pleasanton
Downtown Association, the sponsor of the event.

The PDA partnered with Livermore Downtown Inc. in staging the
“Earlier than the Bird” extravaganza with those wearing their paja-
mas getting even bigger discounts and a few gifts. Many merchants
donned their pajamas, too, and at least one store had a sleepover so
that those selling until the lights went out Friday night could catch
a few winks before the 7 a.m. Saturday opening.

Store owners reported strong sales, which could mean better profits
for the season. m

—
Tt 2 J }
Trying on colorful bracelets at Studio Seven Arts during Pleasanton’s “Magical Holiday Evening”
extravaganza are shoppers Annette Fleerer (left) and Karin Holt. Studio Seven Arts is located at
400 Main St.

Pleasanton’s director of Economic Development Pa-  Linda Wyner’s festive holiday garb tells customers it’s
mela Ott and Kelsey Ott are among the early morn-  all about giving as she shows Christmas specials at her

PHOTOS BY JEB BING

Steve and Barb Pittl make a few holiday purchases from Robin Ehrman at Sincerely Yours Cards and Gifts at 711 Main St.

during Pleasanton’s “Magical Holiday Evening” extravaganza.

ing shoppers downtown last Saturday for the “Earlier ~ Pans on Fire cookware and cooking classes store at  Friday.

than the Bird” extravaganza that started at 7 a.m. 310-B Main St.

Brittany Ellison (left) and Jessica Starkey take time away from the cash register they’re handling this
holiday season at Gourmet Works, located at 420 Main St.

Mary Terese Costello (right) hosts holiday crowds in front of her Rising Loafer Cafe &
Bakery at 428 Main St. during Pleasanton downtown’s “Magical Holiday Evening” last
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Just think...

You could have been watching the Giants
without any glare in your eyes

NEWS

R * Cellular Shades
® Repairs

¢ Motorization

¢ \Wood Blinds
e Shutters
e Roman Shades

]
maow-ology:
We Have Window Coverings Down To 4 Science «L ° Custom Draperies

Blinds, Shades, Shutters and More... BBB.

0@‘ &
LETE A

VOTED|

e And Much More... ;;%

Factory and Showroom located at
4225 Stanley Blvd. near Downtown Pleasanton

(925) 462-1207 » window-ology.com

Ridg Ris HOLIDAY SALE

great deals everyday! SAVE 40% - 80% OFF BRAND NAMES

Progressive Discounts
Shop More...S5ave More

10% oFF hC§ Iislis% 0

Come in and get your
FREE discount card

Progressive discounts must be used
in sequence starting at 10%

Yot ekl graat dasks evarylay
over §HCLHY

A5 Harts Ave - Dvrwilis
TEO-BAT-DEAL

m% OFF T"?’-.'.n.n- St « Pleswanton
ot B A 2h-RAVE
WW Wi s

New Arrival at Rick’s!

Margaritaville DM1050
Key West Frozen Concoction Maker
Rick's Price $279.99

Shaves ice & blends up to 32 oz. Automatically mixes the right
proportion of ice with the ingredients. Accessories included a shot
glass & salt rimmer. No coupons. No further discounts.
Quantity limited. No rain checks. Suggested retail $399.95

www.rickspicks.biz
Downtown Danville ¢ 375 Hartz Avenue « 925.837.DEAL (3325)
Downtown Pleasanton ¢ 719 Main Street « 925.426.SAVE (7283)

Allen Xiao

Financial Service Professional
CA Insurance Lic. # OE08340
NY Lic# 1132871
NV Lic# 666263
Tel (925) 979-2387
(510) 494-0128 x 25
Fax (510) 494-0108
Email: hxiao@finsvcs.com

v College Savings Plan
v Retirement Plan
v Life Insurance

Vv Annuity
Vv Long Term Care Insurance
v Disability Income Insurance

Registered Representative of and offers securities through MML Investors Services, Inc.
member SIPC. 2121 N California Blvd Suite 395 Walnut Creek CA 94596 (925) 979-2300.
CRN201206-134552

School district looks at
student stress, homework

Movie, forums, educational days
part of the process

BY GLENN WOHLTMANN

Amonths-long look into whether
Pleasanton expects too much from
its young people began Nov. 17
with a showing of the movie “Race
to Nowhere.”

The movie focuses on the lives
of high school students and some
younger kids — one in the fourth
grade, for example — to highlight
the stress they’re under to achieve.
It includes the story of 13-year-old
Devon Marvin, a San Ramon Valley
middle school girl who committed
suicide, apparently over poor math
scores.

The drive to achieve chronicled
in “Race” can also lead to stu-
dents staying up late at night to
complete homework, depression,
anxiety, drug use and an epidemic
of cheating, something many of the
students in the film described as
routine.

Kiley Johnson, a 17-year-old
Amador Valley High student, said
after the viewing, held at her high
school, that she herself is not over-
whelmed with homework, but she
has many friends who are, and she
could relate to the film’s message.

“1 think there was so much truth
to what they were saying,” Johnson
said. “I take AP classes but I know
how to balance my life. My parents
don't pressure me — its nobody
but myself.”

Like Johnson, many of the stu-
dents in the movie but the pressure
on themselves. Although Johnson
said she could balance her life,
some of the students in “Race”
spoke of staying up late to com-
plete assignments — one, despite
being told by her parents not to
worry, because she thought the
teacher would be upset with her.

Part of the movie focused on the
idea that the pressure on students
didn’t even apply to college success
but was for the application process,
to get into a top-tier school.

“Thats completely true,” John-
son said, pointing to things like
community service projects done
by her peers just to have on their
application, and participating in
sports in addition to taking ad-

vanced placement classes.

In fact, one of the speakers in the
film noted that many students have
to take remedial math and English
courses after entering a top school.

The issues in “Race to Nowhere”
seemed to resonate with local par-
ents, whose emotions were obvious
during parts of the screening.

However, some parents, like
Jodie Fialho, have more realistic
expectations from their children.
Fialho, who said her 14-year-old
son, Jackson, couldn’t attend the
screening because he was rewriting
an essay for school, said she doesn't
pressure her kids.

‘I truly believe in everything
they say (in the movie),” Fialho
said. “I don't believe in the over-
scheduling.”

Fialho also has a 12-year-old, Bry-
son, who does work extra hard, but
she said, “That’s just who he is.”

“We never ask him, ‘Is your
homework done?” she said.

The school district conducted a
homework survey last spring and
expects to rewrite its homework
policy by early next year.

Eric Carr, with children in first
and fourth grades, is years away
from seeing the kind of homework
and performance stress detailed in
“Race,” but came to the showing
to see what he may be up against
some day.

“Its good to know about the
pressures children have, especially
when they get older,” Carr said.

The two showings of “Race to
Nowhere” last week are just a part
of the Pleasanton school district’s
look into what kids are facing.

One of the speakers from the
movie, Dr. Kenneth Ginsberg, will
speak in Pleasanton in March.

A parent educational night on
teen stress, depression and anxiety
is set for 7 p.m. Dec. 8 at Amador
Valley High, and three homework
forums have been scheduled from
7-8:30 p.m. The first, for elemen-
tary school students, is Jan. 27
at Hearst Elementary School; the
middle school forum is Feb. 2 at
Pleasanton Middle School; and the
third is Feb. 9 at Amador Valley. m

No Host cocktails and hors d'oeuvres
to start off the evening

Dance the night away

Reservations Required

COMMUNTTY

»
HOLIDAY CELEBRATION

This s the Perfect Holiday Gathering for Smaller Businesses and Families looking o Celebrate in a Big Way!
$30/person all inclusive (minimum purchase 1 table for 10 guests).
Your family or business associates can enjoy the atmosphere of a large party at a fraction of the cost!

»

Photographer available to take your Holiday photo

Photos will be taken by Captured Memories Photography and will be available to purchase

SUNOL VALLEY
GOLF CLURB
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NEWS

TAKE US ALONG

Day at the racetrack:
Pleasanton residents (I-r)
Emily Winding, Carly
Sanders, Chanelle Sanders,
Stephanie Wang, Tiffany
Bianchi, Olivia Chang, Leia
Wolfee and Sarah Winding
enjoy their Weekly on a trip
last year to Golden Gate
Fields in Berkeley.

CASTLEWOOD

Continued from Page 5

Castlewood would move forward
toward a fair compromise instead
of moving back in negotiations,”
Norr said.

She said most of the workers
have gotten other jobs, but often
not full-time and often for less
than they were earning at Castle-
wood.

“Most of them are working in
local establishments that are non-
union,” Norr said.

The union has two current cases
before the National Labor Rela-
tions Board because of company
practices — refusing to meet to

bargain at reasonable times and
the proposal to bring people back
out of order of seniority.

“In the United States, you're
not allowed to replace locked out
workers,” Norr said.

She made the argument that
allowing the company to decide
who to bring back and how many
hours to give them was bad faith
bargaining.

Castlewood’s General Manager,
Jerry Olson could not be reached
for comment. A recorded mes-
sage at the country club said he’ll
be out of the office until Nov.
29, which is just in time for an-
other negotiating session with the
union. m

Al
COURTESY UNITEHERE!
Peggy Duthie, 82, a 25-year veteran
Castlewood worker during Sunday’s
parade in Pleasanton.

BENEFITS

Continued from Page 5

directly to Hughes, they agreed to
make the process of preparing the
next budget more transparent. This
would include public discussions
as budget data is considered, which
would include employee health and
pension costs.

City Manager Nelson Fialho said
work on the citys next two-year
budget for fiscal years 2011-12 and
2012-13 would begin early in 2011.

Hughes’ plea for the Pleasanton
council to take action to stem em-
ployee entitlement costs comes a
few weeks after a national study
found several Bay Area counties
are being driven toward bankrupt-
cy because of ballooning pension
costs. Four of the 10 counties in

the worst trouble nationwide are
in Northern California: Contra
Costa, Sonoma, San Joaquin and
San Mateo counties.

The study by the Kellogg School
of Management at Northwestern
University found $3 trillion in
unfunded “legacy” liabilities from
state-sponsored pension plans.
However, new research finds addi-
tional liabilities from municipalities
that magnify the growing public
pension crisis with an additional
$574 billion in unfunded liabilities
from pension plans at the city and
county levels.

The paper, “The Crisis in Local
Government Pensions in the United
States,” was co-authored by Joshua
Rauh of the Kellogg School and
Robert Novy-Marx of the Univer-
sity of Rochester. m

prepayment penalties or balloon payments.

A
READERS,
CHOICE

Voted Best
Mortgage

RATES ARE HEADING umuﬁ;}%

NOW IS A GOOD TIME TO BUY OR REFINANCE!!

4.25% on a 30 year fixed! (APR 4.332%)

Call me for more details!

*Interest rates are based on a FICO score of 740+, a loan to value rafio of 75% or less and fully documented income.
Rates may change without prior nofice. Rates quoted are for loan amounts below $417,000. Program has no

Marylou Edwards

Mortgage Planner
925.426.8383 x42 orrice ® 925.285.5333 e

Pm%;g’ﬂﬂl 4Marylou@comcast.net ® www.marylouedwards.com

DRE Broker License #01131197 (under Maria Louise Edwards). NMLS Mortgage License #231814.
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INDUSTRY
mox — NORCAL
SINCE 1996
Weight Loss Center
After
Lose weight...and keep it off! -
« Rapid Weight Loss ioa
* Medically Supervised By Caring Physicians
& Nurses f i / -
« Latest FDA Approved Medications Ih ‘/Z
¢ A Variety of Healthy Diet Programs F i
Before 4 [

* Hunger Control/Suppression Plans

N . Shauntrell lost Weight.on our"'ﬁ\
* Day, Evening & Saturday Appointment

program and )I'o ulcanitoo!

Also Offering Botox® /
Restylane® Treatments

Dr. Moshe Lewis, MD
Dermatologist
925-846-5614

Unretouched clinical photo taken
while frowning before and 14 days
after treatment with Botox® Cosmetic

NEW Botox® Service

for underarm perspiration problems!

$10 per Unit

1 Botox® Treatment

o plus Free Consultation to new clients only
Not valid with other offers.
. www.norcalweightloss.com

FREE CONSULTATION | Pleasanton San Ramon
N lient 1 374 St. Mary St. | 2701 Crow Canyon Blvd.
ew clients only | 958465614 | 925 837-6400

Quality AssurDHin Fvery Step

CLOCK REPAIR -...., sovc.

Free Estimates

Free Pick-up & Delivery in Tri-Valley

Byfield’s Clock Shop cai 925) 7369165
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(* Locally Owned & Operated for

S Over30 Years
Professionallinstallation Crews
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Financing Availdble

R e Li _timenstalationarranty -

Q FreeEstimates - ESILMAH
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Family Owned & Operated
Hours: M-F 10:30am-5:30pm,
Sat 10:30am-4pm

3950-C Valley Ave., Pleasanton
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FLOORING | |

Residential - Commercial - Hospitality

(925) 846-7600

www.silmarflooring.com

Find us on
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Opinion

LETTERS

faceted education system and fo-
cuses instead on charter schools. Its

simplistic approach fails to provide
a glimpse of the real challenges
and successes in Americas public
school system. Instead it scape-
goats teachers and their unions.

Has anyone in our community
stopped to consider how many
millions of dollars have been cut
from our budget over the last
two years? Class sizes have risen
alarmingly and teacher workloads
have increased as a result. Despite
everything the District’s API scores
The work crews replaced toilets, rose yet again last year and they
installed light fixtures, replaced remain among the highest in the
furnace filters, cleaned out dryer state.
vents and so much more. The students in California class-

REACH is an all volunteer non- rooms are not waiting for super-
profit, dedicated to enhancing the man. They are just waiting for
quality of life of each individual we safe facilities, updated textbooks
support by helping them achieve and basic school supplies that are
their fullest potential. Our mission needed in order to focus on learn-
is to provide resources, education, ing.
activities, community participation
and housing opportunities that will
enable adults with developmental
challenges to approximate the pat-
tern of everyday living available to
people without disabilities.

Julie Testa

Thanks, Pleasanton
North Rotary

Dear Editor,

REACH could not exist with-
out the support of our commu-
nity partners. Recently, work teams
from Pleasanton North Rotary per-
formed annual maintenance and
projects at REACH’s six Pleasanton
and three Livermore properties.

Trevor Knaggs, President,
Association of Pleasanton
Teachers

OMI thanks

Dear Editor,

Thank you for the great review
for my school, Oakland Military
Institute College Preparatory Acad-
emy (Nov. 12, “Dave Ham: The
man behind the parade). We were
glad to participate in your parade. 1
am a seventh-grade cadet at OML

Once again, thank you very
much.

Not ‘Waiting for
Superman’

Dear Editor,

As if teachers did not have
enough to deal with already with
budget cuts, lay-offs and steadily
rising class-sizes, they now find
themselves the object of a savage
attack in the form of a new movie
by Davis Gugenheim called “Wait-
ing for Superman.”

The movie, which is stirring up
a national debate over the effec-
tiveness of public schools, lays the
blame squarely at the feet of teach-
ers and their unions. Sadly, the
movie ignores much of our multi-

S “Happy Hormones” S

Bio-Identical Hormone Replacement Therapy
A Natural Approach to Hormone Balancing

Elizabeth Navarro

What’s your opinion?
Write a Letter to the Editor at Edi-
tor@PleasantonWeekly.com or put
your opinion on Town Square at
www.PleasantonWeekly.com. Let-
ters must be 250 words or less.

We Help With:

« Natural Hormones Balancing and Infertility
« Menopause and Peri-Menopause ¢ PMS and PCOS

Signs of Hormone Imbalance:

« Fatigue * Hot Flashes / Night Sweats
* Headaches e Belly Fat

e Irritability  * Sluggish Metabolism

« Depression * Low Sex Drive

* Mental fog e Panic Attacks/ Anxiety
eInsomnia ¢ PMS

Dr. Lori T. Mancuso
Naturopath/Chiropractor

PRtk — L ~=
Lifetime Wellness

Holistic Health Center

“Express your Full Potential”

¢ Neurological Based Chiropractic e Homeopathy e Functional Medicine
o Weight Management ¢ Food Allergy Testing e Wellness Programs e Custom Orthotics

484-3955 » www.LifetimeWellness.biz
4125 Mohr Avenue, Ste. K ¢ Pleasanton
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EDITORIAL

Hacienda Task Force wraps it up

THE OPINION OF THE WEEKLY

udos to the 25 volunteers on the Hacienda Task

Force who have worked with city staff and an outside

consulting agency to work out development stan-
dards and design guidelines for an 850-unit, transit-oriented
housing project in the Hacienda Business Park. The complex
of two-, three- and some four-story buildings will be con-
structed on some or all of the properties owned by WP. Carey,
Roche and BRE, a national multi-family building organiza-
tion. The three sites are located along Hacienda, Gibraltar
and Owens drives close to the Pleasanton BART station with
nearby access to 1-580.

The task force was organized 10 months ago by the City
Council to provide an orderly, systematic approach to re-
zoning properties once intended for corporate use. The new
mixed use zoning of these sites still makes them available
for commercial use if they are not fully used for affordable
and market rate housing. At its final meeting last week, the
task force adopted a vision statement to complement this
assignment. It provides direction for property owners and
associated developers of the city’s planning intent. It is a
vision that now must be translated by the property owners
when preparing a proposed project for consideration by
city planners.

Paramount in the task force’s final ruling is the livability
of these developments. They must not only address hous-
ing needs for families of all income types but also provide a
supply of workforce housing in Pleasanton to accommodate
mandated regional housing allocations by the state. In so
doing, the task force listed amenities to consider: nicely de-
signed places to live that will stay that way; and attractively
designed landscape with ample open space, play areas, trail
connections, a fitness facility and community meeting rooms
for residents. The developments by their location are transit-
oriented but developers must also ensure “inviting access”
to all modes of transportation, including bus lines and bike
connections. The task force also wants public plazas, water
features and other areas created to make this new Hacienda
neighborhood inviting and eye-appealing.

The task force also asked developers to create live-work
units and retail space in the apartment buildings for those
who want to live, work and spend their free time right at
home.

Its a tall order for developers who view high density hous-
ing more like we see across the freeway in Dublin with more
brick and mortar and less green space. Don Reber of BRE
Properties said his company has concerns over how the
project might pencil out if all of the task force guidelines are
enforced, especially those calling for more retail, and greater
building setbacks are required. Still, the fact that Reber’s firm
along with representatives of other developers, the Hacienda
Business Park, BART, and a multitude of apartment and sin-
gle family neighborhoods already in the park sat at the same
table deliberating for 10 months is a good sign that a final
agreement will be forthcoming. By court order, Pleasanton
must have sufficient zoning in place this spring to meet the
state’s affordable housing requirements. The Hacienda Task
Force has made that possible. m

Visit Town Square at PleasantonWeekly.com

@ to comment on the editorial.
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COMMUNITY PULSE ® TRANSITIONS

POLICE BULLETIN

The Pleasanton Police Department
made the following information avail-
able. Under the law, those charged
with offenses are considered innocent
until convicted.

Nov. 15

Theft

m 8:57 a.m. in the 7000 block of
Commerce Circle; auto theft

m 9:43 a.m. in the 3900 block of
Vineyard Avenue; grand theft

m11:42 a.m. in the 1700 block of
Stoneridge Mall; petty theft

m 2:34 p.m. in the first block of Angela
Street; identity theft

m 6:08 p.m. in the 1700 block of
Baywood Court; petty theft

m 7:18 p.m. in the 3200 block of
Runnnymede Court; grand theft

Burglary

m 7:07 p.m. in the 3800 block of Vine
Street

Vandalism

W 7:55 a.m. in the 5600 block of Black
Avenue

m 1:23 p.m. in the 1900 block of Santa
Rita Road

| 5:28 p.m. in the 5400 block of
Montalvo Court

Drug/alcohol charges

| 1:48 p.m.in the 4300 block of Foothill
Road; possession of marijuana

m 9:34 p.m. in the 3800 block of
Vineyard Road; public drunkenness

Nov. 16

Theft

m6:31 a.m. in the 7100 block of
Johnson Drive; auto theft

m 1:26 p.m. in the 200 block of
Kottinger Road; petty theft

m 3:39 p.m. in the 5600 block of Owens
Drive; grand theft

B 7:47 p.m. in the 6000 block of
Johnson Drive; theft

m 10:27 p.m. in the 5300 block of Case
Avenue; identity theft

Burglary

m11:11 a.m. in the 6900 block of
Corte Barcelona

Vandalism

m 1:44 p.m. in the 4600 block of First
Street

Drug/alcohol charges

m 11:02 p.m. in the 3900 block of
Stoneridge Drive; DUI

Nov. 17

Theft

m 12:28 p.m. in the 3000 block of
Hopyard Road; theft, forgery

W 2:46 p.m. in the 2600 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road; grand theft

W 5:33 p.m. in the 7200 block of
Johnson Drive; grand theft

m 9:30 p.m. in the 4500 block of Lin
Gate Street; identity theft

Burglary

m 8:04 p.m. in the 1600 block of
Whispering Oaks Way

Vandalism

m 8:42 p.m. in the 700 block of

Palomino Drive; forcible entry vandal-
ism

Nov. 18

Theft

W 12:45 a.m. in the 3300 block of
Norton Way; grand theft

m 1:56 p.m. in the 1500 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft

m 2:10 p.m. in the 1400 block of
Whispering Oaks Way; identity theft

W 2:43 p.m. in the 1300 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road; grand theft

m 8:53 p.m. in the 1900 block of
Brooktree Way; grand theft

Forgery

m 5:30 p.m. in the 3400 block of
Stanley Boulevard

Possession of false ID

W 2:40 p.m. at the intersection of
Pleasant Hill Road and Knollbrook
Drive

Vandalism

W 7:44 a.m. in the 3900 block of Santa
Rita Road

W 7:57 a.m. at the intersection of Valley
Avenue and Paseo Santa Cruz

W 9:39 a.m. in the 5500 block of
Springhouse Drive

m 2:07 p.m. in the 600 block of Main
Street

Drug/alcohol charges

m 3:44 p.m. in the 3800 block of
Vineyard Avenue; public drunkenness

Nov 19
Theft

m 10:47 a.m. in the 6700 block of
Arlington Drive; petty theft

m 3:10 p.m. in the 11900 block of
Dublin Canyon Road; grand theft

m 5:41 p.m. in the 200 block of Birch
Creek Drive; grand theft

W 4:21 p.m. in the 6000 block of
Sequoia Court; grand theft

Burglary

W 12:08 p.m. in the 5100 block of Mt.
Tam Circle

m 3:46 p.m. in the 4500 block of
Rosewood Drive

W 4:14 p.m. in the 4300 block of
Addison Drive

W 6:26 p.m. in the 6200 block of
Stoneridge Mall Drive; automotive
burglary

Drug/alcohol charges
W 5:16 p.m. in the 4200 block of First
Street; public drunkenness

W 7:271 p.m. at the intersection of Paseo
Santa Cruz and Corte Barcelona;
DuUI

m 9:50 p.m. at the intersection of
Glynnis Rose Drive and Roscommon
Way; DUI, hit-and-run

| 11:25 p.m. in the 1800 block of
Santa Rita Road; public drunkenness

Nov. 20

Theft

m 4:11 p.m. in the 1600 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road; grand theft

Drug/alcohol violations

W 6:41 p.m. in the 4800 block of Bernal

Avenue; possession of a controlled
substance

m 8:57 p.m. in the 6700 block of Santa
Rita Road; possession of a controlled
substance with intent to sell

Nov. 21
Theft

m 2:19 p.m. in the 1600 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road; grand theft,
shoplifting

® 4 p.m. in the 1500 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road; grand theft

m 5:09 p.m. in the 1600 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft

Burglary

B 7:48 a.m. in the 4200 block of
Rosewood Drive

Drug/alcohol violations

® 1:10 a.m. in the 1800 block of Santa
Rita Road; public drunkenness

m 1:35 a.m. in the 4500 block of
Chabot Drive; public drunkenness

W 6:54 p.m. in the 4000 block of
Pimlico Drive; public drunkenness

OBITUARIES

Judy Perko

Judy Perko died at home Nov. 15
after a courageous battle with ALS.

She was born
in Illinois,
and spent her
school years in
Los Altos. She
earned a bach-
elor’s degree in
sociology from
San Jose State
and worked as
a special education aide for the
Pleasanton Unified School Dis-
trict for 10 years prior to her
illness and tutored many elemen-
tary students. She loved children,
dogs, making friends, the beach,
First Wednesdays in downtown
Pleasanton, and shopping.

She is survived by her husband
Bob; sons Greg and Garrett; her
father Don Leutz of Daytona Beach,
Fla.; her mother Kay Leutz of San
Ramon; brother Don and his wife

Sylvia of Lake Tahoe; and numer-
ous friends.

A service celebrating her life
will be held at 1 p.m. Monday at
Valley Community Church, 4455
Del Valle Parkway in Pleasanton,
with a reception to follow. Dona-
tions may be made to the ALS As-
sociation, Golden West Chapter, 1
Embarcadero Center, Suite 1530,
San Francisco 94111.

Lorus L. (Kirk) Kirkbride

Lorus L. (Kirk) Kirkbride recent-
ly died at his home in Pleasanton at
the age of 97.

He was born Nov 10, 1913,
in Smithfield, Utah, and lived
for several years in San Jose and
Pacific Grove before moving to
Pleasanton. He was an avid golf-
er and loved traveling with his
wife, Sophie, who preceded him
in death as did his first wife,
Wanda.

Mr. Kirkbride is survived by
daughter Connie, son Wayne, two
sisters and one brother, and several
grandchildren and great-grandchil-

dren. A private family burial will be
held in Pacific Grove. A memorial
service will be announced at a later
date.

Danny Michael Hamilton

Danny Michael Hamilton, a
Pleasanton resident, died Nov. 13
at the age of 48.

He was born July 20, 1962, in
Fremont, and raised in Pleasanton
where he lived his short, but very
active life. His
career was in In-
formation Tech-
nology, which
enabled him to
travel the world.
He was also an
avid sports fan.

Mr. Hamilton
is survived by
his wife Nan; brother Guy; mother
and stepfather Dolly and Robert
Mays; and father and stepmother
Don and Marnie Hamilton. Servic-
es will be held at 10 a.m. Monday
at St. Augustine Catholic Church in
Pleasanton.

Would-be robbers
flee in two separate
incidents

Police in Pleasanton are follow-
ing up on two robbery attempts
that occurred last week.

The first took place at about
8:40 p.m. Nov. 17 near Macy’s in
the Stoneridge Shopping Center.
According to Sgt. Jim Knox, a 22-
year-old Pleasanton woman was
walking toward her car when a
red Volvo pulled up alongside her
and the passenger, a Hispanic or
white female adult in her early
20s, grabbed the victim’s purse
and dragged her on the ground
alongside the car. The victim held
on to her purse as the car drove
toward the malls ring road. Al-
though the victim sustained abra-
sions to her right arm and hip,
she did not let go of the purse and
did not lose anything.

The second incident occurred
at about 6:25 p.m. Nov. 18. Of-
ficers were called to a fight in the
parking lot of Caffino, a drive-
through coffee stand in the 6700
block of Santa Rita Road. The
victim, a 23-year-old male, told
police he was confronted by two
suspects who demanded his car
keys and wallet. The man fought
off his attackers and was struck
numerous times in the head and
face but held on to his belong-
ings. During the incident, the
man shouted for help and the two
suspects fled on foot.

One suspect is described as a
white adult male in his mid 20s,
about 6 feet 1 inch tall, and weigh-
ing about 190 pounds. He was
wearing a black knit cap and a
black zippered sweatshirt.

The other suspect is described
as a Hispanic male adult, also in
his mid 20s, about 5 feet 7 inch-

THE CITY OF

es tall, and weighing about 170
pounds. He was wearing a red
hooded sweatshirt at the time of
the attack.

The victim was left swollen and
bruised but was otherwise unhurt.

Both cases remain under inves-
tigation. Anyone with information
about either incident can call police
at 931-5100.

Despite the two incidents in a
single week, Knox said the number
of robberies for 2010 is at about the
same level as last year. m

GrAHAM-HITCH
MORTUARY

Dignified Care
& Compassionate Service
Since 1891

Advance Planning
Made Easy
Call Deanna for a FREE

consultation. In-home
visits available.

4167 First Street, Pleasanton

925-846-5624

Crematory Privately Owned
& Operated

FD#429

PLEASANTON.

WEEKLY MEETING NOTICES

In observance of the Thanksgiving holiday, City offices will
be closed on Thursday & Friday, November 25th & 26th.

Housing Task Force
December 1, 2010 @ 7:00 p.m.

Operations Services, 3333 Busch Road

* Preliminary review of housing needs
« Discussion of possible housing sites evaluation criteria
» Review of preliminary housing sites

Human Services Commission

canceled.

Pleasanton Senior Center.

* The regularly scheduled meetings of the Human Services
Commission for December 2010 and January 2011 have been

 There will be a special joint meeting with Livermore Human
Services Commission on January 12, 2011, 7:00 pm,

» The next regularly scheduled Human Services Commission
meeting will be held on February 2, 2011.

The above represents a sampling of upcoming meeting items.

For complete information, please visit
www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/community/calendar
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Aerial view of Stoneridge Shopping Center under construction in 1979. Mall opened the following year.

Stoneridge at 3(

ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF STONERIDGE SHOPPING CEl

Mall celebrates with new stores, New Year’s Eve ‘Ball at the Mall

By JEB BING

Stoneridge Shopping Center is celebrating its 30th
year as a premium regional mall with new store open-
ings and what’s expected to be its busiest shopping day
ever on the day after Thanksgiving.

Although the main mall opened at 5 a.m. to accom-
modate the expected crush of shoppers, Macys, JC
Penney and Sears opened their doors at 4 a.m. for early
bird customers determined to buy clothing, cosmetics,
electronics and even Christmas decorations that were
marked down as much as 50%. These stores and others
throughout the Tri-Valley have a tradition of making
deep discounts available during the first few hours of a
day known as Black Friday, not just the busiest shop-
ping day of the year but also the most profitable for
merchants.
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Stoneridge has been through this ever since it opened
in 1980 as a premier shopping center operated by the
Taubman group that also owned Eastridge Mall in San
Jose, Hilltop Mall in Richmond and Sunvalley Mall in
Concord. Up to then, Pleasanton residents traveled to
Hayward to shop at a mall.

Stoneridge was originally planned by the Stoneson
Development Corp. that had built Stonestown Galleria
near San Francisco State University. Stoneson won out
in obtaining Pleasanton City Council approval over
Sears, Roebuck, which wanted to build a shopping cen-
ter on the newly built I-580 at Hopyard Road.

Hundreds stood in line for the grand opening to be
the first to shop at the anchor stores at Stoneridge, which
included Macys, Penney’s and Emporium-Capwell. Nor-
dstrom opened its Stoneridge store in 1990, and six

years later the Emporium was acquired by Macy’s, which
turned that store into its second Stoneridge store, focus-
ing on men’s and home furnishings departments. Sears
opened its Stoneridge store in 1996.

Today, with 165 stores and more opening this month
and next, Stoneridge is the largest mall in the East Bay
and among the largest in northern California. Since
being acquired by the Simon Property Group, it has
added more programs for children and shopper ser-
vices, including its Kidgits Club, entertainment and
trackless shopper shuttle trams. This year, jazz groups
will perform from 4 to 6 p.m. every Thursday before
Christmas, Oakland As players will greet shoppers on
Dec. 4, with the Tony Hawk SHRED tour Dec. 18-19.

Cheerleaders from California High in San Ramon are
partnering with the Taylor Family Foundation to operate

gift wrap stations
set fee with donati
Cal High and the

On Dec. 1, Rab
the Tri-Valley will
from 5:30 to 7 p.

Of course, Sant
its to Stoneridge.
of the malls colo
tree in the shoppi
are available as cl
red.

The Kidgits Fac
tree from Santa a
one of its “Destir
activities, games ¢
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West end of Macy’s Department Store under construction in 1979.

Music of Christmas today makes Stoneridge Shopping Center’s Grand Court a popular
place to congregate.

during the holiday season. Theres no
ons accepted and all proceeds to benefit
[aylor and Simon Youth foundations.
bi Raleigh Resnick and the Chabad of
“hold a public Chanukah celebration
m. in the mall.

a is always the highlight of family vis-
He’s already taken his seat at the foot
fully decorated, two-story Christmas
ng center’s Grand Court where photos
ildren visit with the jolly old man in

tory is located on the other side of the
1d offers children a chance to visit on
ation Stations” that offer a variety of
nd product samplings.

Wrapping up the 30th year celebration will be the first
“Ball at the Mall,” scheduled New Years Eve. A fund-
raiser to benefit nonprofit organizations, it is being held
in cooperation with Stoneridge Shopping Center by the
Pleasanton North Rotary Club. Sponsors and beneficiaries
include Axis Community Health, School of Imagination,
and the Partners in Education organizations from both
Dublin and Pleasanton.

Expected to draw thousands to Stoneridge, the ball
will be a dance party that has something for everyone
— a live band, a DJ (local favorite Brad Kinney) and a
piano bar, as well as casino games, wine country hors
d’oeuvres, wine tasting and cocktail bars. Tickets are
$75-$100 each, while babysitter links are on the orga-
nization’ site (http://theballatthemall.org). m

Grand Court in center of Stoneridge Shopping Center under construction in late 1979

L -
g "
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Stoneridge Shopping Center’s Grand Court after completion.
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Early Dinner Special
(Served from 4-6 daily)
Any Large Two-Topping Pizza and a Pitchier of Soda for only $25.00 (s )

(Addirional Toppings Available)

Dine-In Only

ON THE TOWN

8%

Lunches * Dinners * Beers on Tap * Orders to Go
288 Main Street 846-2520 * www.gayninetiespizza.com

— Open 7 Days —

o, E if .
i 0 N I J N A THE TASTE OF ITALY IN BAY AREA

Enjoy your favorite Italian dishes with our
seasonal menu and daily specials

AWARD-WINNING
RESTAURANT FEATURING:

e Join Our VIP Card Program
| ® 3 New Specialties Every Week
e Seasonal & Vegetarian Menus

e Full Bar - Featuring Premium
. _,‘H Cocktalls

e Children’s Menu ety
Kids eat free Mon & Tues BES‘TOF
=% | ° Catering Services PLEASANTON

NEW!

MENU e WINE LIST ¢ COCKTAILS

925.462.9299

349 MAIN ST., DOWNTOWN PLEASANTON
WWW.FONTINAS.COM

i ® ® l
le dining!
tunity for friends & family

to r:;necr over a meal
up, salad & entree

22

-per guest
“available Monday, Tuesday
- and Wednesday evenings from Spm
~call now to make a reservation:
(925) 600 0411

an'2
BISTRO

www.nonnisbistro.net

d
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Eddie Papa’s American
Hangout

4889 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton,
469-6266. Winner of The Pleasanton
Weekly's Reader Choice Awards for
Best American Food Restaurant and
Best Meal under $20, Eddie Papa's
American Hangout celebrates the
regional food and beverage cultures
of America. Bring the whole family to
enjoy iconic dishes from across the
United Stafes, Old World Hospitality,
and hand crafted artisan cocktails.
www.eddiepapas.com

BARBECUE

Red Smoke Grill

4501 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton,
734-0307. Home of the Tri Tip and
Blue, Red Smoke Grill was Voted
Reader’s Choice Best 2006, 2007,

2008, and 2010. Dine in or take out
rotisserie chicken, ribs, prawns, salads
and tri fip, or pulled pork sandwiches.
Relax with a beer or a bottle of wine.
Visit www.redsmokegrill.com.

BREWPUB/ALEHOUSE

The Hop Yard American
Alehouse and Grill

3015H Hopyard Road, Pleasanton,
426-9600. Voted Best Watering
Hole in Pleasanton, The Hop Yard
offers 30 craft beers on tap as well
as great food. The fullservice menu
includes appetizers, salads and
grilled fare that will bring you back
time and again. Banquet facilities
available. On the web at
www.hopyard.com.

470 Market Place, San Ramon,
2779600. Featuring a giant 8-foot

Our Cookie Basket makes a great
gift for family and friends.

Check out all the goodies we have to offer!

Monday-Friday 6:30 AM-3:30 PM
5685 Gibraltar Drive, Pleasanton, CA 94588
925-847-2911 Fax: 925-847-8217 www.sweetandsavory.com

projection screen for major sporfing
evenfs, they also feature 30 beers on
tap and a great grill. Go in for the
beer, go back for the food. More at
www.hopyard.com.

Main Street Brewery

830 Main St., Pleasanton, 462-8218.
Pleasanton’s only BrewPub since
1995. Try one of our 6 House Beers
brewed FRESH weekly. Full bar and
daily happy hour! Watch all sports
with friends on our multiple screens.
We feature a full menu including
lunch and dinner specials. To-go
orders are welcome. Facilities avail-
able for parties up to 100. Live music
every Friday and Saturday. Visit
www.mainstreetbrewery.com for
activities and special events.

Pastas Trattoria
405 Main St., Pleasanton, 417-2222.

Pastas Trattoria has an elegant atmo-

sphere and a one-of-a-kind menu.
We feature steaks, seafood and our
famous pasta, plus a superb selection
of spirits and fine wines. Reserve our
banquet facilities for large parties, up
to 70 guests.

To have your restaurant listed
in this dining directory, please
call the Pleasanton Weekly
Advertising Department
at (925) 600-0840

book your christmas eve and new years eve reservations now! book your

ome

Book Your
Holiday
Parties etc.
ASAP!!!
Dates are
going fast!

=
o
c
(72)
c
o
)
(4]
=
-
(b]
()]
(¢b]
-
()
>
(b]
(72]
O
©
(]
>
=
(¢b]
c
e
C
(4v]
(b]
>
(b]
(7))
©
=
=
1<)
-
e
(&]

-

Gift Certificates Available
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elebrate the Season
at Pastas Trattoria

Introducing our
$30 Three Course

Let us show you a

Holiday Menu!

True Culinary
Experience

== OpenTable  RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED!

iMOU SUOITRAI9SAA 9AD SALaA Mau pue anad SewlsIayd



ON THE TOWN @ CALENDAR

Auditions

‘ALL SHook Up’ Auditions for

“All Shock Up” will be held at
7:30 p.m., Monday, Nov. 29,

and Thursday, Dec. 2, at Studio
Theatre, 1048 Serpentine Ln.,
#303. Callbacks will be by invita-
tion only. Prepare a brief song
(16-32 bars), be prepared to dance
and bring sheet music; an accom-
panist will be provided. Also, bring
a picture and resume, stapled
together. Call 462-2121 or visit
www.trivalleyrep.com.

Author Visits

‘IMPRESSIONIST MOVEMENT’ Marlene
Aron will present a beautiful and
inspiring slide presentation of over
one hundred works of art by art-
ists of the Impressionist Movement
at 2 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 5, at the
Pleasanton Public Library, 400 Old
Bernal Ave. View the art of Monet,
Renoir, Degas, Cezanne, Cassatt,
Toulouse-Lautrec, Van Gogh and
others, as they celebrate the work of
artists who forever changed the way
we look at art. This program is free
and open to all. Call 931-3405.

Careers

FROM IDEA TO ENTREPRENEUR
Come to a free seminar and learn
how to protect an idea for devel-
opment and how to make and
market-test a prototype. The first
seminar, “How to Protect an Idea,”
covers the differences and require-
ments of patents, copyrights and
trademarks and will be held from
7-8:30 p.m., Monday, Nov. 29, at
the Pleasanton Public Library, 400
Old Bernal Ave. Call 600-7342 or
visit www.gotabrightidea.com.

ONE-ON-ONE RESUME CRITIQUE
Looking for a job? Consider setting
up a 20-minute session with a job
search professional who will give
you sound advice on how to make
your resume more attractive to
potential employers. Call the Dublin
Library at 803-7275 for dates, times
and to schedule an appointment.

Concerts

‘THREE CHEERS FOR BEETHOVEN’
Livermore-Amador Symphony pres-
ents an all-Beethoven program fea-
turing “Concerto for Violin, Cello,
and Piano” and “Symphony No. 5”
from 8-10 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 4,
at the Bankhead Theater, 2400 First
St., Livermore. Tickets are $22-$28
for adults, $20-$26 for seniors and
$10 for youths. Call 373-6824 or
visit www.livamsymph.org.

BAy BELLS One of the nation’s lon-
gest running community hand-bell
ensembles will perform a special
holiday concert entitled “Silver Bells”
from 3:30-4:30 p.m., Sunday, Dec.
12, at the Dublin Senior Center,
7600 Amador Valley Blvd., Dublin.
The whole family will be thoroughly
entertained by the 100 bells and
chimes. Cost is $10 for adults, $5
for children, and $3 for 5 and under.
Call 556-4500 or email john.hart-
nett@dublin.ca.gov. .

CaroLs OF COMFORT AND Jov Enjoy
carols that give comfort and carols

that spread joy from 8-9:30 p.m.,
Saturday, Dec. 4, and 3-4:30 p.m.,
Sunday, Dec. 5, at Trinity Lutheran
Church, 1225 Hopyard Rd. Audience
sing-a-long of traditional carols.
Food drive for Open Heart Kitchen.
Cost $20 if purchased in advance,
$25 at the door. High school and
college students $10 with valid stu-
dent ID. Call 866-4003 or visit www.
valleyconcertchorale.org.

CHRISTMAS CONCERT AND DESSERT
Experience the Spirit of the Season
through song and word at the
Christmas Concert and Dessert
from 7-9 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 5, at
Valley Community Church, 4455
Del Valle Parkway, with Sylvia
Lange of Crimson Bridge. Tickets
are $10; call 846-6622.

GUITARIST ROGER MCGUINN

Roger McGuinn, who along with
Clark and Crosby formed the rock
band “The Byrds,” will perform

at 7:30 p.m., Sunday, Nov. 28, at
the Firehouse Arts Center, 4444
Railroad Ave. Tickets are $25, $30
and $35 for adults; $12 for chil-
dren; and $30 for seniors. Purchase
online at www.firehousearts.org or
by phone at 931-4848.

JAzz Pi1ANIST DAvID LANZ David
Lanz will perform selections from
his latest CD, “Liverpool,” which
spotlights two of his greatest role
models, John Lennon and Paul
McCartney, at 8 p.m., Saturday,
Nov. 27, at the Firehouse Arts
Center, 4444 Railroad Ave. Tickets
are $18, $22 and $27 for adults;
$12 for children; and $22 for
seniors. Purchase online at www.
firehousearts.org or call 931-4848.

Events

ALL STAR COMEDY SHOW |eff
Applebaum, Craig Ferguson and
Rat Pack will be featured at the
show from 7:30-9 p.m., Saturday,
Nov. 27, at Bunjo’s Comedy
Lounge, 6513 Regional St.,
Dublin. Also appearing are Deepak
Srivastava, Richard Kiss, Wesley
Hoffman and special guests.
Tickets $10 plus two-item mini-
mum. Call 264-4413 or visit www.
bunjoscomedy.com.

CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH The Widowed
Men and Women of Northern
California would like to invite you
to join them for a champagne
brunch at 11 a.m., Sunday, Nov.
28, at Poppy Ridge Golf Course
Restaurant, 4280 Greenville Rd.,
Livermore. RSVP to Hilda at 398-
8808 by Friday, Nov. 26. Cost
menu item choice.

FoG City CAT SHOw Enjoy beauti-
ful rescued or pedigreed cats com-
peting in different categories from
9 a.m.-4 p.m., Saturday-Sunday,
Nov. 27-28, at the Alameda County
Fairgrounds, 4501 Pleasanton Ave.
Admission is $6 for adults, $5 for
seniors, and $4 for children 12 and
under (Children 6 and under are
free). Call 707-338-1261 or visit
www.fogcitycatclub.com.

GREAT WESTERN & ATLANTIC TRAIN
SHow The Great Train Expo is

Nov. 27-28 at the Alameda County
Fairgrounds, 4501 Pleasanton Ave.
This national traveling show caters
to the model railroad enthusiast.
Call (630) 383-2017 or visit www.
greattrainexpo.com.

Exhibits

TrRY-VALLEY TOYyBOX COMES TO
Museum Toy aficionados will
share their collections at the third
“Treasures of the Tri-Valley” exhibit
from 11 a.m.-4 p.m., Wednesdays
through Sundays, from Nov. 10
through Jan. 30, at Museum On
Main, 603 Main St. There will be
toy-making crafts and opportuni-
ties to meet the collectors. Call
462-2766 or e-mail education@
museumonmain.org.

Fundraisers

HoupAay Foop DRIVE JL Consulting
is coordinating a holiday food drive
benefiting people in need served by
the Alameda County Community
Food Bank. Donations of nutritious
non-perishable foods can be dropped
off at 1024 Serpentine Ln., Suite 105,
from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday through
Friday until Dec. 10. Call 846-1859
or email info@jlcpa.net.

SECRET SANTA Toy DRIVE In an
effort to make sure every child
enjoys a bright holiday season,
Sleep Train is collecting new,
unwrapped gifts for Californiais
80,000 foster children. Become a
“Secret Santa” and make a dona-
tion from Nov. 1 through Dec. 12
at Sleep Train, 6050 Johnson Drive,
Suite C. Call 1-800-378-2337 or
visit www.sleeptrain.com.

THE GINGERBREAD PROJECT More
than 300 volunteers will bake,
decorate and package thousands of
gingerbread boys, girls and babies
to raise funds to support Tri-Valley
Haven, which helps abused and
homeless adults and children. Each
7-inch gingerbread boy and girl

is hand-decorated, with names
inscribed, for only $5 each. A bag

of 13 gingerbread babies is $5. The
deadline to order cookies is Monday,
Dec. 1. To obtain an order form, visit
www.trivalleyhaven.org or call 449-
5845.

Workshops

HANDLING THE HOLIDAYS Learn how
to cope with the loss of a loved one
during the holidays from 1-3 p.m.,
Thursday, Dec. 2, at Hope Hospice,
6377 Clark Ave., Dublin. This work-
shop will provide ways to manage
grief at events, explore fears and
strong emotions, and more. These
workshops are free. Call 829-8770
or visit www.hopehospice.com.

On Stage

‘HOLIDAY SHORTS: A LONG
WINTER’S TALE’ Creatures of
Impulse will stage “Holiday Shorts:
A Long Winter’s Tale” and audi-
ence interaction during the first act
will inspire holiday-themed games
and scenes. The winning short
scene will advance to the second
act. The show is from 7:30-9:30
p-m., Thursday, Dec. 2, and Friday,
Dec. 3 at Firehouse Arts Center,
4444 Railroad Ave. Cost is $5 for
students with valid student I.D., $8
for general admission in advance or
$10 at the door. Call 931-4848 or
visit www.firehousearts.org

Recreation

MEET MY AUNT AMPHIBIAN Millions
of years ago, Great Aunt Amphibian
came out of the sea and formed

an important part of life on earth.
Explore the wonderful world of
amphibians from 11 a.m.-noon

Dec. 4 at Alviso Adobe Park, 3465
Foothill Rd. Children under 7 must be
accompanied by an adult through the
entire class. Cost: $9 resident; $12
non-resident. Call 931-3483 or email
enicholas@ci.pleasanton.ca.us.

Support Groups

PLEASANTON MILITARY FAMILIES
SupPPORT GROUP Formed in 2003

Jiou Yuan

A
&

this support group’s mission is to
provide support and comfort to
the families of Pleasanton residents
whose loved ones are deployed in
the combat zones of Afghanistan
and Iraq. This group has monthly
meetings and other events such as
the upcoming Dec. 5 Christmas/
Holiday “pack out” of comfort

and care items to be sent to these
deployed members of the armed
forces. The group also sponsors the
Yellow Streamer program on Main
Street where these personnel have
yellow streamers displayed with
their name, rank and branch of ser-
vice. Contact Pat Frizzell, Chairman
at PleasantonMilitaryFamilies@
gmail.com or Chris Miller at mill-
ercj3@gmail.com.

Happy Hour ! (sat & sun)
Come to discover a pleasant mixture
of Chinese Mandarin cuisines and
our hospitality at Jiou Yuan Mandarin

Bistro!

New Sunday Schedule:

11:00am-9:00pm

Private Banquet Room For
Family & Business Gathering

Mandaran Bistro LUNCH Mon to Fri 1100 ~2:00

DINNER Mon to Thurs 5:00-9:30

925.484.4880
30 W Angela St.

Fri & Sat 5:00-10:00
Sun 11:00am-9:00pm

“THE EuPHORIA OF FINE ITALIAN FOOD.” :

la COite

N 6 Ry

BRI ETODNRKANTLHER

Best Italian
Restaurant
3 Years in a Row!
[

* Open for Lunch

and Dinner
¢ Catering Service

e Take Out Menu

* Banquet Room

3037-G Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton (At Valley Ave in Hopyard Village)

925-485-4500

www.LaViteRestaurant.com

yoqurt  gelato » pear] tea « crepes

(600/Main{St¥
[Downtown|Pleasanton!

(AcngDivisionStreet),
925:27741:7/7,08;

« Frozen Yogurt
» Gelato

* Pearl Tea
» Crepes

S A NI R A i
20% Off on all crepes

Buy a Gift Card of $20 or
more and receive a FREE
Butter & Sugar Crepe

Offer expires 1/31/11

www.yolatea.com 4
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Survivor recalls

Holocaust for
Foothill students

Speakers shares the horrors so they will not happen again

BY GLENN WOHLTMANN

ever again.

Holocaust survivor Susan Greenwald told

Foothill High School honors English stu-

dents that they need to remember the past
to prevent it happening again.

“My story takes us back to the first part of the
20th century,” Greenwald began her hour-long nar-
rative, describing encounters with Nazis, as well as
Hungarian, American and Russian soldiers.

Incorporating a geography lesson into her per-
sonal history, Greenwald explained that when Ger-
many was divided following World War I, Czecho-
slovakia — her home country, which she described
as democratic and freedom loving — was created.

Greenwald described a number of factors that
contributed to the outbreak of the Second World
War, including British Prime Minister Neville
Chamberlain’s attempts to appease Hitler by allow-
ing it to annex Czechoslovakia.

“The Allies (England and France) that tried to
avoid World War II,” Greenwald said, “allowed
him to demolish our little country.”

Germany, “just couldn’t pull itself together” after
World War I, she said, due to a bad economy and
political upheavals and the rise of Adolph Hitler.

“The number of his followers grew and grew and
so did his popularity,” Greenwald said, and people
grew envious of successful businessmen. “Hitler’s
followers looked with envy at those people. That
envy changed to jealousy, then jealousy turned to
hate.”

On Nov. 9, 1938, “a terrible thing happened in
Germany. It was called Kristallnacht,” she said. “The
brownshirts (Hitler’s followers) went out and broke
all the shop windows of Jewish shop owners.”

Two days later, she said, Czechoslovakia was di-
vided between Germany and Hungary, which joined
the Nazis, and led to a rise in anti-Semitism.

Greenwald described being segregated in school;
during class outings, students would sing racist
songs directed at her and the other Jewish stu-
dents. War was declared and as it progressed, she
said, life became more difficult for Jewish families
in her small town. They couldn’t get jobs and were
kicked out of school.

In 1944 — the day after Greenwald’s 19th birth-
day — German troops crossed the border. Two days
later, Jews were ordered to wear yellow stars of
David when they went outside, prompting a mix of
reactions from others in the town.

“Some laughed. Some crossed the street,” Green-
wald said. “There were some who treated us as
before, treated us with respect.”

They were forced to move into ghettos, segre-
gated areas walled off from the rest of her town.

“We were not allowed to go through the gate
into the rest of town,” she said.

One day, she said, “the old, sick, pregnant
women were all put into trucks.”

“The streets were full of people and they were
looking at us. Some laughed,” Greenwald continued.
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“There were those who cried and you could see their
horror and sorrow.”

Her stepfather — a doctor — was shipped away.
Greenwald, her mother and brother were ulti-
mately loaded onto trains.

“We had no idea where we were going,” she
said. After traveling two or three days, “the doors
opened. We saw lots of S.S. soldiers with dogs...
later we found out we were in Auschwitz.”

Greenwald noted the infamous sign that hung
over the entrance to the death camp — “Arbeit
macht frei,” or work will set you free.

She said men and women were split up, and she

T

GLENN WOHLTMANN

Susan Greenwald talks to a Foothill High School class
about surviving concentration camps during World
War Il

and her mother were separated from her brother,
not knowing it was the last time they’d see him.

“We let him go without a hug, without a kiss,”
Greenwald said.

The women were forced to strip and had their
heads shaved, then led to the showers.

“S.S. soldiers were standing there with guns and
we were there naked and bald,” she said. They
were given dresses by a Jewish trusty, then led to
barracks, which consisted of wood planking with-
out blankets or pillows.

The food was a sort of gray porridge, and Green-
wald said, “That was our only food for the day and
we had to eat it to survive.”

They were ordered to stand in lines for roll call
several times a day.

“If somebody sat down or fell down, soldiers
would take them away. We never saw them again,”
she said.

At night, the women could see flames and smell
a strange odor. They were told it was a chemical
factory.

“Later, we found out that was the crematorium,
working day and night, seven says a week,” Green-
wald said.

After three months in Auschwitz, she, her moth-

PEOPLE AND LIFESTYLES IN OUR COMMUNITY

—

er and an aunt were among 1,500 women taken
to another camp, where they were provided with
shoes and clean clothes for the first time in three
months.

While a third of the women were forced to
work in a munitions factory underground and
subject to almost daily bombings by British planes,
Greenwald, her aunt and mother were among the
group that got the less dangerous job of cleaning
construction debris from apartments being built
for Germans.

For her 20th birthday, her gift was a used tooth-
brush, which she described as a luxury after not
being able to brush her teeth from May to the fol-
lowing March.

In April, German soldiers disappeared
overnight from the camp. She and the
others were driven 30 kilometers by
Germans in street clothes to another
death camp, Bergen-Belsen, where they
unknowingly spent the night in a bar-
racks filled with dead bodies.

After several days without water, she
said, “We gave up all hope, seeing all the
death around us.”

When she and the other women were
ordered to dig a mass grave, they refused,
and ran off, less worried about being shot
than what could have happened had they
stayed.

The area was soon liberated by the
British army, which immediately set up
mobile kitchens, although Greenwald
and the others couldnt eat much be-
cause their stomachs had shrunk. All
1,500 contracted typhoid fever.

On a train headed home, she said
she saw what the war had done to Ger-
many.

“I tell you, there was hardly a home
left standing,” she said. They were hand-
ed off to Russian troops in Budapest,
who didn’t provide them with food and
reduced the women to begging.

They arrived home to find her stepfather
awaiting the train as he had every day since
arriving home. They later found out that her brother
had survived Buchenwald, another death camp,
only to die of tuberculosis nine days after the end of
the war.

Greenwald’s narrative seemed to provoke some
uncomfortable reactions for the students, with
some shifting in their seats uncomfortably while
she spoke.

While most of the students have read about the
holocaust, listening to someone who lived though
it makes a big difference, according to sophomore
Benjamin Dunn.

“When you hear someone, you can feel the emo-
tion and you can feel how they express it,” Dunn
said. m

“We had no
idea where we
were going ...
the doors
opened.

We saw lots

of S.S. soldiers
with dogs...
later we found
out we were in
Auschwitz.”

Susan Greenwald,
Holocaust survivor
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Pleasanton names new Teen Poets Laureate

‘Writing makes everything more beautiful, even the painful parts of my life, says Teen Poet Laureate Vivian Tsali

The city of Pleasanton has se-
lected high school seniors Vivian
Tsai of Foothill High School and
Mitch Grimes of Amador Valley
High School as its new Teen Poets
Laureate. At the same time, Ama-
dor Valley High student Noelle
Malindzak has been designated as
Teen Poet Laureate-Community
Programs.

“This year we selected the teens
from an outstanding pool of junior
and senior candidates at Pleasan-
ton high schools,” said Pleasanton
Poet Laureate Deborah Grossman.
“We have added the position of
Teen Poet Laureate-Community
Programs to broaden our program’s
reach to more teens who are inter-
ested in writing and to coordinate
community teen poetry programs
with the Teen Poets Laureate and
literary groups at both Amador Val-
ley and Foothill High Schools.”

“Noelle will partner with Mark
Duncanson, city of Pleasanton se-

nior recreation
program  special-
ist for teen pro-
grams, to develop
teen open mic
and other events,”
she added.

The selection
was based on the
quality of their
essays about their
goals for the pro-
gram, their poems, their references
and their interviews.

Teen Poet Laureate Vivian Tsai
came to Pleasanton from Taiwan.
She entered Pleasanton Middle
School in the seventh grade as a
student in the English Language
Learners program. During the
eighth grade, she transferred to
standard English classes and wrote
her first poem in English.

“Through poetry and literature,
we are able to see not only the re-
flection of ourselves, but also that of

Vivian Tsai

the outer world.
Writing makes
everything more
beautiful, even
the painful parts
of life,” said
Tsai.

She is active
in the We the
People program
and the DECA
business club at
Foothill and is a member of the
Foothill Science Olympiad.

Mitch Grimes has written poetry
since the sixth grade when he also
began playing guitar. He is the
leader and songwriter of his band,
“Unholy Grail.” Grimes attended
Mohr Elementary and Harvest Park
Middle School and supports vari-
Oous community service programs
throughout the year.

“As Teen Poet Laureate, I want
to show students how writing can
be a great way to release feelings

Mitch Grimes

by putting them
down on paper,”
Grimes said.

Noelle Mal-
indzak is a native
Pleasantonian
who attended Al-
isal Elementary
and Harvest Park
Middle School.
She participates
in golf, soccer
and basketball
and is a Pleasanton Youth Com-
missioner as well as a participant in
the DECA business club and other
programs. Writing is an important
outlet for her.

“Writing is a way for me to take
a break from social drama and
courses like calculus and physics
and reflect on my day and relax
with a poem,” said Malindzak. “I
want to increase the number of
kids who know about the different
events and get people excited about

Noelle
Malindzak

poetry and the literary arts.”

“We look forward to hearing
their poetry and seeing how Mitch,
Vivian and Noelle inspire Pleasan-
ton students,” Grossman said.

The purpose of the Teen Poet
Laureate program is to promote
writing among students at their
high schools and beyond. The Teen
Poets Laureate make occasional
visits to schools in the Pleasanton
Unified School District with the
Pleasanton Poet Laureate plus they
participate in the Pleasanton Poetry,
Prose & Arts Festival in March and
help plan community-wide poetry
programs during the school year.

For information about the Poet
Laureate program, contact Michelle
Russo at mrusso@ci.pleasanton.ca.us
or 931-4847 or Deborah Grossman
at  pleasantonpoetry@gmail.com.
Additional information about the
Poet Laureate program is available
at http:/firehousearts.org/programs/
literary-arts. m

OF NOTE

Las Positas College
students win 24
journalism awards

Las Positas College students won
24 awards at the Journalism As-
sociation of Community Colleges
NorCal Conference held last month
at San Jose State University.

“My co-adviser Nolan O’Brien
and I were especially gratified that
all students who attended the con-
ference with us competed in at
least one contest,” said Mass Com-
munications faculty adviser Melissa
Korber.

Las Positas College students
gain practical journalism experi-
ence through the student maga-
zine “Naked,” student newspaper
“Express,” and Radio Las Positas.
The publications and radio station
support the award-winning Mass
Communications program, which
offers a Certificate of Achievement, a
Certificate of Completion in Radio,
and transfer classes to four-year col-
leges.

Following are the conference
award winners:

m Julian Lim, of Tracy, Editor in
Chief of “Express” and “Naked”:
Ist Place for Profile Feature Story;
1st Place for Photo Illustration; 1st
Place for Bring-in Advertisement;
Ist Place for On-the-spot Editorial
Cartoon; 2nd Place for On-the-spot
News Judgment/Layout; Honorable
Mention for Student-designed Ad-
vertisement; Honorable Mention
for Editorial Cartoon; Editor Rec-
ognition Certificate

m Jeff Bennett, of Livermore, Ex-
press Staff: 3rd Place for Sports
Feature Photo; 4th Place for Sports
Feature Photo; General Excellence
for Video Journalism, two awards;
General Excellence for Online
Photo Essay; Honorable Mention
for Sports Action Photo

m Jeff Bennett and Kish Singh, both
of Livermore: 2nd Place for Inside

ALTON RICHARDSON

Las Positas College student Julian Lim
is the Editor in Chief of the award-
winning Las Positas College student
newspaper and magazine.

Page Layout, Tabloid
m Brittney Barsotti, of Livermore:
Honorable Mention for Editorial;
Honorable Mention for News Fea-
ture
m Meradith Loggins, of Livermore,
Radio Las Positas: 1st Place for
Web/Broadcast News
m Adam Foster, of Sunol, Radio Las
Positas: 2nd Place for Web/Broad-
cast News
m Brenda Cruz, of Pleasanton, Ex-
ecutive Editor “Naked”: Honorable
Mention for Opinion Story
® Matt Burris, of Livermore, Ex-
press News Editor: Honorable
Mention for On-the-spot Opinion
Writing
® Mackenzie Luther, of Pleasanton:
Honorable Mention for On-the-
spot News Story
m James Rose, of Castro Valley:
Honorable Mention for Infograph-
ic
m Kelly Sheeran, of Livermore: Hon-
orable Mention for News Story
m Jon Lytle: Honorable Mention for
Profile Feature Story

The following students from the
“Express” staff also participated in
the event: Trevin Smith, of Castro
Valley, Arts and Entertainment Edi-
tor; Courtney Sipel, of Livermore,
Features Editor; Andre Principe,
of Dublin, Sport Editor; Darshan
Dixit, of Livermore, staff; and
Shaun Packer, of Hayward, staff. m

In The Tri-Vafley

@ STONERIDGE
SHOPPING CENTER

Holiday games, music,
family fun, and more...

flr
$d
Wednesday, Dec. 1
5:30-7:00pm

(balloon menorah

will be lit at 6:30pm)

s

In front of the
Bankhead Theater

Join the mayor with latkes
& music as we light
Livermore's menorah
Saturday, Dec 4
7:30-8:30pm

(menorah will be lit at 8:00pm)

@ the Pleasanton
Public Library
Complete with puppets
& holiday crafts
Monday, Dec. 6

6:00-7:00pm ll.n-
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NCORPODRATETD

e Health care management ® Financial & legal services

e Health care consultants ® In-home care for your loved ones
® 4.24 hour in-home care ® Local appointment transportation
¢ Bathing, grooming and dressing

® Personal care home in Livermore wine country

925-443-3101

60 Fenton Street, Suite 4 ® Livermore, CA 94550
(Locally Owned and Operated)

Accepting New Patients - Including Medicare

Pleasanton Medical Group
Internal Medicine and Cardiology

Dr. Tasneem Bader
Graduate - U of Missouri
Graduate - Columbia
Internal Medicine -

Dr. Iqbal Omarali

Graduate - Royal College of Surgeons,
Dublin, Ireland
Internal Medicine - Mayo Clinic

State University of NY Cardiology - U Missouri &
Columbia University, New York
¢ Internal Medicine e Physical * High Blood Pressure
* Woman Wellness Examination * Exercise Stress Testing
* DMV Physicals e Arrythmia e Echocardiography

2324 Santa Rita Road, #11
Pleasanton, CA 94566

(925) 417-7505 * www.my-doctor.com

Accepting Medicare, PPO, John Muir and others

Dear Santa,

Since | have been very good
all year and you know I love
golf, I would love a gift that...

& Provides us unlimited
access to golf, tennis and
dining for 3 months

& Is a special place to spend

time with family & friends
& Creates memories that will
last a lifetime

Please put in our stocking a
2011 Trial Membership at
Castlewood Country Club. It's

the perfect place to meet, play,
relax and return.

PS — If you're not sure, maybe
you could check out the Open
House on December 4,

from 1:00pm-3:00pm,

to learn more about the Trial
Membership? While you're
there, why don’t you pick out
a new golf

club to put

under the

tree?

e " - !
Santa, please call the Membership Director,
Jami Rodriguez, at 925.485.2239

or email JRodriguez@castlewoodcc.org
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. Holiday

Fund-2010.

Thank you to our Holiday Fund donors

At the launch of the 2010 Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund, 122 donors have contributed $19,729 to the
fund. Thirteen anonymous donors have given $1,215 of that total.

Individuals

Steve & Cris ANNEN ooveeeeiiiiiiiieee e 100
Andrew Bailey & Lauren Purcell ......................... 1000
Rick & Dawn Barraza..........ccooeeeeiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiees **
John & Bonnie Batty .........cooccviiieiiniiiiieeeniieee. 200
Chris & Glenda Beratlis............cooeeeeeiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnn. 500
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Bielby.............ccoccoini. **
Jan &Jeb BiNg co.evivviiiiiiiiiiiiiciicce 200
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry and Jenny Brewer...................... 100
Bert & Dee Brook .........cceeviviiiiiiiiiiii 200
Rod, Christina, Alyssa & Danielle Browning......... 100
Tim & Teri Bush.......coeiieiiiiiieieeeeeee, *x
Frank & Muriel Capilla..........ccooooiiiiiiii **
Terry Messick-Cass & Barry Cass .........ccceeevureenne 100
Miguel & Julie Castillo..........cocoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee. **
Bunny & Teddy Chang ...............ccooii, **
Herbert & Stella Chang.............ccoocciiiiiiin. *x
Gina Channell-Allen...........ccooviiiiiieeeee. *x
Pauling Coe...ooeeeiiiiiiiiiiciee e *x
Alan & Carol Cohen........ccocvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeee. 500
The Craig Family .....cccccoiviiiiiiiiiiiiceees 250
Mr. Dave Cryer.............cccooiiiiiiiiiiiii 75
B. W. Daniels .......oooovvuuiiiiieeeiiiiieiciee e *x
Randall & Elizabeth Davidson .........ccc..cceceeveiiinn. 500
AlICE DESIOSIEIS oo 100
Paul & Lorraine Ebright..........cccccooiiiniiiinnninne. **
Robert & Suzanne Emberton..........cccccvvvvvirninennnnn. *%
The Falls Family.......ccocooiiiiiiiii *x
Wes & Jean Felton ..........cccoeeeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeee, 200
Richard & Gloria Fredette ...............ceeeeeeeeeeenennnnn. *x
Kathleen Glancy ........cccccciiiiiiiiiiiiii 50
John & Fran Glavin .......cccooeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeee, *%
Roy & D’Aun Goble .........cccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiic. 100
Frank & Connie Gouveia ...........ccoeeeeeeeeeeiiieiiiiinnnn. 25
Mrs. Bernice Hansen ..........cccoeeiiiiiiieiiiiineenennnn. 1000
Ryan Brown & Julie Harryman...........c..ccccooin. 75
Ed & Holly Heuer...........ccccoiiiiii **
Garrett & Angela Holmes..........ccoeeiiiiiiiiniiienn. 100
Charles & Kay Huff........ooooiiiiiii **
Bill & Cathy James ........ccccceviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicce. 100
Rudy & Marge Johnson............ccccoiiiiiiiinininn. 100
Don & Jean Kallenberg...............cccccoiiin. **
Kem & Renee Kantor ........ccooeeuiiiiiiiiiiiiineiineins **
Jim & Elaine Keysor........cccceeviiieniiieiiiiceniicene. 300
Jim & Pat Kohnen ......ccoooeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeece, 100
Gary & Mary Lazarotti...........ccccciiiiiiiiiinccs **
Walt Lupeika, CPA ..., 100
Karen Mannering................ccooociiiiii 100
Srikant, Christina, Ashley & Thomas Mantha......... **
Doug & Raeia Marshall............ccocoiiiiiiiinniann. 100
Pete & Julie Mason .......cccoeeeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeee, *%
Steve & Kathy McNichols.............coooiiiin. 750
The Mellen Family .......ccccoooiiiiiii 50

Jeff & Kathy Narum ..o, 100
John O’Neill ..o *x
Norman & Joyce Pacheco...........cccoceiiviiiinnninnne. *x
The Pentin Family........ccccooiiiiiiiiiiiii 100
Tom & Patty Powers .............coviiiiiiiiiiiiiiii. *x
Marc & Becky Randall...............cccooii 250
Rita Rollar........ccoccoooiiii 200
Swati & Manoj Samel ... **
Owen & Rebecca Saupe........cccceeevviiiiiiiinnee, **
Tim & Belinda Schultz..........ccoooooi 100
Howard & Emilie Seebach...........ccocccccini. 100
Lonnie Shaw........cccooiiiiiiiiiii e, 100
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Spangler..............c..ccooon. 100
Mr. & Mrs. D. L. Stevens..........cccccviiiiiiiiiiiiiennn. 250
Jim & Debbie Tracy......cccccevviiiiiiiiiiiiiciiecce **
Tom & Mary Walker ...........cccooiiiiiiiiiniiiii, **
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Yeggy..........cocoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 100
Judy Wang, Megan Yu & Justin Yu...........cccoooeee. 100
Glenn & Janet Wenig.........ccccoooiiiiiiniiiiiniin, **
Jeff & Debi Zentner.......cccoeeeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeee *x
Businesses
Amador Valley Lions Club.............cccccocio. 300
Beratlis AULOMOLIVE .....cccuvvieriiiiiiiiieniicceeeeeeen **
DeBernardi Development Construction &
Remodeling ... **
Dublin Tool & Manufacturing ..............cccccocoeee. 100
Mission Pipe & Cigar Shop..........cccccoevviiiiiniinnnn. 75
Pleasanton Pet Sitting...........c.cccccviiiiiiiiinninnn. 100
Ponderosa HOMES .......cooouiieiiiiiiniiieniiiceieeeee **

In Honor of
Jason Cederquist U.S. Army from Jerry & Renee

CederquUiSt...cccuurieriieeiiiie et **
Grandmas Adeline & Eva ......ccccccceviiiiviiiennneen. 100
All Pleasanton Community Patriots from Accusplit

“Eat Right Move More” Team .........cccccccuienne 200
Judy Perko from Ms. Ronda Hruby...................... 100

In Memory of
Marge Schaefer & Skip Mohatt from

Tom & Barbara Treto .........ccoovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiicenns **
Cory & Gene Paradiso from

Dorene Paradiso-Carroll...............c.coocci 50
Tony & Jenny Paradiso from

Dorene Paradiso-Carroll............cccccieiiiienniiinn. 50
Jack EMmons ..o 99
Dick Waldron from Virginia Waldron ................... **
Karl Ke WIEZe ..ooooeiiiiiiiiieieieee 500
Gam & Papa Abbott from The Casey Family.......... **
Gene Riga from Edward W. McCauley................... 25
Rob Meierding from Suzanne Meierding................ **



The Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund

The Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund was created to provide financial
support from our readers for a select group of local nonprofit organiza-
tions to help alleviate the needs that exist, despite our community’s pros-
perity. This marks the eighth year of the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund.
It provides an opportunity to aid local groups at a time when the numbers
of those without jobs or with low-paying jobs and few if any health benefits
have increased.

The Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund drive could not exist without the
help of the Tri-Valley Community Foundation and its generous donors. This
will enable us to double your donation and allow your gift of $1 to total $2
to the nonprofits. An added benefit: Neither the Pleasanton Weekly nor the
Tri-Valley Community Foundation will take any fees or expenses for admin-
istering the fund. One hundred percent of donations go to the intended
grantees.

We appreciate your support of the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund and
these worthy nonprofits.

Allan Hillman, Randy & Margie Warner from Sharon Hillman............. 150
Dan Gabor from Ann Gabor............euiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e 150
Rick Aguiar from Nancy Aguiar Fargis .........cccccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiciinc. *x
John A. Mavridis from Ted Mavridis ...........oovviiiiiiieeeeiiiiiiiiciie e **
Doris T. Walberg from Todd & Brenda

WaIDEIG ..o 100
Mary L. Erickson from Al Copher.........ccccooiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiceccc e **
Betty Patrick from Charles & Joan Brown...........cccccceeeviiiiiiiiiiiicnnnen. *
Nicholas Daniel Lesser from Bruce &

KAthleen LeSSer.......iiiiiiiiiiiiiieii it *x

Gilbert Wran from John &
Barbara Severini....
Tom & Karen Elsnab.............ccccooeeeeii,

Ruth DeFreece from Mr. & Mrs. Joe Biggs.........ccccovveviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiceee *%
Ron Silva from Nancy Silva ..o **
Robert Kilpatrick .........oooiii 50
David DeBernardi from

Connie DeBernardi ..........oeeeeiiiiiiiiiiecee e 250

John Davis
Roselle Grimes, Evelyn Schrick & Verna Plummer from Steve, Pam & Mitch
GBS -ttt ettt ettt et e et e ettt et e et

**The asterisk designates that the donor did not want to publish the amount of the gift.

VALLEY EYECARE CENTER
Medical Associates

PATIENT APPRECIATION OPTICAL SALE
NOW THROUGH NOVEMBER 30th

With a current prescription from a VEC Doctor
Call now to schedule an eye examination

M — DON’T MISS OUT ON THE
=" LARGE SELECTION OF
';"l FI"L DESIGNER FRAMES!!
G-'- e Up to $100 off selected frames
! Not valid with any other discount
5575 W. Las Positas, #240, 28 Fenton St.,

Pleasanton ¢ (925) 460-5000 Livermore © (925) 449-4000

Jonathan Savell M.D., Michael Gagnon M.D.
Gina Trentacosti O.D., Jimmy Yip O.D., Stephen Kang O.D.

See Your Best, Look Your Best!

BorgFence.com

Fences
Arbors
Decks

& more!

-

Pleasanton Weekly

g How to give

Your gift helps seniors, children and others in need

Contributions to the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund will be increased by the
Tri-Valley Community Foundation. For every $1 contributed, $2 will be donated to
these local organizations. All contributions will go directly to programs that benefit
Pleasanton and Tri-Valley residents. Contributions will be distributed by the Tri-Valley
Community Foundation to the five agencies listed below. No administrative costs will
be deducted from the gifts, which are tax-deductible as permitted by law.

This year, due to the tremendous need of all nonprofits, donations will be shared
equally among the five recipient agencies.

For more information call us at 600-0840 or e-mail editor@pleasantonweekly.com.

The following agencies will be supported by the Holiday Fund:

m Axis Community Health: Provides medical, mental health, addiction
counseling and health education services to more than 20,000 patients and clients
each year, regardless of their ability to pay. An estimated 70 percent have no medical
insurance or are underinsured, including some that have recently lost their jobs and
health benefits. Call 462-1755 or visit www.axishealth.org.

m Ryan Comer Cancer Resource Center at ValleyCare: The ValleyCare
Health Library and Ryan Comer Cancer Resource Center, established in 1991, offers
free access to easy to understand, up-to-date health and medical information. Open to
the public, the library is located in the ValleyCare Medical Plaza, 5725 W. Las Positas
Blvd., Suite 270, Pleasanton. The center is named for Ryan Comer, a star baseball
player at Amador Valley High School who died of a rare form of pediatric cancer
known as rhabdomyosarcoma in 1991 at age 17.

B Hope Hospice: Hospice care is unique because it works to not only meet the
needs of those at the end of life but also supports the emotional and spiritual needs of
the family as well. Hope hospice care is provided regardless of the ability to pay and
relies on contributions such as those raised by the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund.

m Open Heart Kitchen: As the only nonprofit free soup kitchen in the Tri-
Valley area, this service provides nutritious meals for low-income people in the
area at Trinity Lutheran Church in Pleasanton, Holy Cross Lutheran and Vineyard
Christian Fellowship in Livermore, and CrossWinds Church in Dublin. Visit www.
openheartkitchen.org or call 580-1616.

m Valley Humane Society: This nonprofit group’s mission is to teach responsible
pet ownership. It assists in rescuing and placing abandoned or injured animals and
operates an adoption center on Nevada Street in Pleasanton. It does not euthanize
unless health problems dictate. Call 426-8656.

Name of Donor

Street Address

City State Zip

| wish to designate my contribution as follows:
U In my name as shown above

OR

U In honor of: A In memory of: 1 As a gift for:

(Name of person)

U Business or organization:

U | wish to contribute anonymously. d Don’t publish the amount of my contribution.

Please make checks payable to Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund

Enclose this coupon and send to: The Holiday Fund, Pleasanton Weekly
5506 Sunol Blvd, Suite 100, Pleasanton, CA 94566

Pleasanton

Weem

The Tri-Valley Community Foundation is located at 5674 Stoneridge Dr., Ste. 112, Pleasanton, CA 94588.
More information about the Foundation can be obtained by contacting the organization at the above ad-
dress, by calling its President David Rice at (925) 734-9965 or through its website: www.tvcfoundation.org.

N TRI-VALLEY

COMMUNITY FOLINDATION

The Pleasanton Weekly will make every effort to publish donor names for donations received before Dec. 31,
2010, unless the donor checks the anonymous box. All donations will be acknowledged by mail.
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Real Estate

Healthcare

Accounting/Bookkeeping General Contracting

TO RESPOND TO ADS
WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS

GO TO FOGSTER.COM

Mike Fracisco
= =¥ | REALTOR

Fracisco Realty & Investments
Residential, Commercial

, & Property Management
direct: 925-998-8131

www.MikeFracisco.com
DRE#01378428

Independent Contractors
wanted for Senior Home
Health Care.

MUST HAVE, EXPERIENCE
Senior Solutions

925-443-3101

NEED HELP
WITH QUICKBOOKS?
No job too big or too small!!!

Over 23 years/experience
in all aspects of bookkeeping.

Call Linda 925.918.2233

HANDYMAN

925.989.6179

Complete Home Repairs

Electrical Service / Carpentry
Drywall / Texturing / Tile

fogster.com THE TRIVALLEY'S CLASSIFIEDS WVWEB SITE

FOR SALE

330 Child Care
Offered

Live in AuPair Childcare

345 Tutoring/

Lessons

Everything-About-College.com
College Admissions Specialist. Everything
you need to manage the college applica-

tions and admissions process.

115 Announcements

GAIN NATIONAL EXPOSURE
Reach over 5 million young, educated
readers for only $995 by advertising in
110 weekly newspapers like this one.
Call Jason at 202-289-8484. This is not
a job offer. (AAN CAN)
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING
ADOPTION? Talk with caring agency
specializing in matching Birthmothers
with Families nationwide. LIVING
EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7 Abby's One
True Gift Adoptions 866-413-6293 (Void
in Illinois) (AAN CAN)

Danville Community Band Concert
Hacienda School Open House
Livermore Lioness Club seeksNew
Overwhelmed by Clutter? Monday
SHARPEN UP AT THE FARMERS MARKET
SRCT'S BAH HUMBUG OPENS 12/03
Stress and Pain Mgmt

201 Autos/Trucks/

Parts
Cadillac 2007 CTS - $1,300.00
MGB 1970 GT - $5500

Porsche 2004 Cayenne Turbo -
$29,500

202 Vehicles Wanted

Donate Vehicle
Receive $1000 Grocery Coupons,
Your Choice. Noah's Arc, No Kill
Animal Shelters. Advanced Veterinary
Treatments. Free Towing, IRS Tax
Deduction. Non-Runners. 1-866-912-
GIVE. (Cal-SCAN)

Donate Your Car
Children's Cancer Fund! Help Save
A Child's Life Through Research and
Support! Free Vacation Package. Fast,
Easy and Tax Deductible. Call 1-800-
252-0615. (Cal-SCAN)

Sunday Morning Cafe!

130 Classes &

Instruction

Attend College Online
from Home. *Medical, *Business,
*Paralegal, *Criminal Justice. Job
placement assistance. Computer avail-
able. Financial Aid if qualified. SCHEV
certified. Call 888-210-5162 www.
Centura.us.com (Cal-SCAN)

210 Garage/Estate

Sales

Pleasanton, 2237 Kamp Court, Nov. 19
& 20, 8a-12p

Pleasanton, 3231 Vineyard Ave, Current

355 Items for Sale
Crib Set All Included

Py}

MIND
& BODY

425 Health Services

Diabetic Test Strips
wanted. Cash paid. Unopened, unex-
pired boxes only. All brands considered.
Help others, don't throw boxes away.
For more information, Call 888-491-
1168. (Cal-SCAN)

435 Integrative
Medicine
Herbal Medicine, Fact or Fiction

450 Personal Growth
YEAR END LETTING GO CEREMONY

215 Collectibles &

Antiques
Royal Doulton figurine - $25

Become a Dietary Manager

(Average annual salary $40,374)

in eight months in online program

offered by Tennessee Technology

Center at Elizabethton. Details www.
TTCElizabethton.edu, 1-888-986-2368
or email: patricia.roark@ttcelizabethton.
edu. (Cal-SCAN)

High School Diplomal
Graduate in 4 weeks! FREE Brochure.
Call Now! 1-866-562-3650 ext. 60
www.SouthEasternHS.com (Cal-SCAN)

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA!

SINGING LESSONS
FOR ALL AGES!

Voice Studio of Cherie Michael

Call 925-462-4419
For further information and to
reserve your private lessons.

Graduate in just 4 weeks!! FREE
Brochure. Call NOW! 1-800-532-6546
Ext. 97 http://www.continentalacad-

emy.com (AAN CAN)

220 Computers/
Electronics
Power acoustic dual subs - $125.00

230 Freebies
Free River Rock - FREE
240 Furnishings/

Household items
3 piece kitchen carving set - $10

460 Pilates

Drivers - 20 Openings
CDL-A, Experienced. 11 Western
States. STABLE Family Owned -
ANDRUS TRANSPORTATION. Good Pay,
Routes, People! 1-800-888-5838 or
1-866-806-5119 x1402. (Cal-SCAN)

Drivers - ASAP!
New Pay Increase! 34-40 cpm.
Excellent Benefits. Need CDL-A and
3 mos. recent OTR. 1-877-258-8782
www.MeltonTruck.com (Cal-SCAN)

Advertise Your Job Opening
in 240 California newspapers. Reach
over 6 million readers for ONLY $550!
Call this newspaper or visit: www.Cal-
SCAN.com (Cal-SCAN)

Display Advertising
in 140 Cal-SDAN newspapers state-
wide for $1,550! Reach over 3 million
Californians! FREEemail brochure. Call
(916) 288-6019. www.Cal-SDAN.com
(Cal-SCAN)

Drivers - Regional

Gordon Trucking, Inc. Sign on bonus

in some areas! Current Openings on

our NCA Fleet. Home weekly avail-
able! Consistent Miles & Time off! Full
Benefits, 401k. We have lots of Freight!
www.TeamGTl.com 1-888-832-6484

EOE. (Cal-SCAN)

Firefighter
Paid training to join
elite U.S. Navy team. Good pay, medical,
dental, promotions, vacation.

HOME
SERVICES

HS grads ages 17-34. Call Mon-Fri
1-800-345-6289. (Cal-SCAN)

Market Research Projects
Evaulators needed. BARE International
licensed 23 years. Fees start at $10/

hr. Contact: NewEval@bareinternational.
com or call 703-995-3106 or 800-296-
6699 ext 3106. (Cal-SCAN)

Paid In Advance!
Make $1,000 a Week mailing brochures
from home! Guaranteed Income! FREE
Supplies! No experience required. Start
Immediately! www.homemailerprogram.
net (AAN CAN)

S
BUSINESS

751 General
Contracting

NOTICE TO READERS >lt is illegal
for an unlicensed person to perform
contracting work on any project val-
ued at $500.00 or more in labor and
materials. State law also requires
that contractors include their license
numbers on all advertising. Check
your contractor’s status at www.cslb.
ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB (2752).
Unlicensed persons taking jobs that
total less than $500.00 must state
in their advertisements that they
are not licensed by the Contractors
State License Board

Superior Builders

Has 25 years of experience in residen-

tial and commercial construction.
Additions/Remodels/Kitchen/

Pilates Training Bathrooms/T.| Construction.
Ca. Lic. 495036 Ken 925-699-2929
m SERVICES KCoffey990@aol.com
771 Paintin
— 604 Adult Care Wallpaper g/
—

Offered

—— D *JOE'S PAINTING & HANDYMAN*

ISLANDER FRIENDLY HOME CARE Free Est. / Reasonable Prices no
Quality & TLC @ Reasonable Rate. Job Too Smalll! 925-200-7333

EMPLOYMENT We provide ALL LOVING CARE @ your Lic#624542

500 Help Wanted
Software Engineer (C#, .NET)

Dining and Family Room Sets
Entertainment Cabinet - $25.00
Mahogany Twin Bed set & Night Ta -
$1,200

245 Miscellaneous

Sawmills
New Norwood LumberMate-Pro handles
logs 34" diameter, mills boards 28"
wide. Automated quick-cycle-sawing
increases efficiency up to 40%! www.
NorwoodSawmills.com/300N 1-800-
661-7746 ext. 300N. (Cal-SCAN)

133 Music Lessons

135 Group Activities
ClutterLess[CL] meets Mondays
Lioness Club seeks New members

140 Lost & Found
Lost/Stolen Male Maltipoo Puppy

145 Non-Profits

Needs

DONATE YOUR CAR!

Breast Cancer Research foundation!
Most Highly rated breast cancer charity
in America! Tax Deductible/Fast Free
Pick Up. 1-800-379-5124 www.cardona-
tionsforbreastcancer.org (AAN CAN)
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2011 Entertainment Coupon Books - $30

560 Employment

Information

$SSHELP WANTEDS$S$S
Extra Income! Assembling CD cases
from Home! No Experience Necessary!
Call our Live Operators Now! 1-800-
405-7619 EXT 2450 http://www.
easywork-greatpay.com (AAN CAN)

Company Drivers
Solos and Hazmat Teams *GREAT
PAY *GREAT MILES *CDL-A Required.
We also have dedicated and regional
positions available. Call: 866-448-1055
SWIFT. (Cal-SCAN)

Non-stick stove top grill - $20
Pleasanton Double Burial Plot - $9500
RED WORMS FOR COMPOSTING - $25

260 Sports &

Exercise Equipment
Strategy Board Game - $35.00

KID STUFF

Pleasanton Weekly

Company Drivers
Solos and Hazmat Teams * GREAT
PAY * GREAT MILES * CDL-A Required.
We also have dedicated and regional
positions available. Call 866-789-8947.
Swift. (Cal-SCAN)

Computer Work
Work from anywhere 24/7. Up to
$1,500 Part Time to $7,500/mo.
Full Time. Training provided. www.
KTPGlobal.com or call 1-888-304-2847.
(Cal-SCAN)

Driver - Steady Miles
New Pay Package! Single source dis-
patch. Daily or Weekly Pay. Dry Van and
Refrigerated. Great Benefits! CDL-A, 6
months recent experience. 1-888-699-
0599. www.DriveKnight.com (Cal-SCAN)

home, 24/7. Free consultation, call:
(650) 834-5462 or (650) 389-3275.

610 Tutoring

AriamTutors.Weebly.com
Call Miss Ariam 925-200-9523

624 Financial

Cash Now
Cash for your structured settlement or
annuity payments. Call J.G. Wentworth.
1-866-SETTLEMENT (1-866-738-8536).
Rated A+ by the Better Business
Bureau. (Cal-SCAN)

Got a Job
but NEED More Money?
Struggling with $10,000+ in credit card
debt? Settle Your Debt NOW! Increase
your income! Free Consultation & Info
888-458-7488 (AAN CAN)

Need Cash Now?

Did you carry back a NOTE for property
sold? We buy NOTES secured by Real
Estate, Top $ Offer! Call for a Free
Quote Today! 408-234-2354 (Cal-SCAN)

crosetti funding
CASH NOW we offer fast cash for your
mortgage note, annuity, and business
note call 1 800 391 4032

645 Office/Home

Business Services

Advertise Your Home,
property or business for sale in 240
California newspapers. Reach over 6

million readers for ONLY $550! Call this
newspaper or visit: www.CAL-SCAN.
com (Cal-SCAN)

779 Organizing

Services
Omnibus Organizing

No phone number in the ad?

GO T0 fogster.com
for contact information

PET OF THE WEEK

Daisy, Daisy

Daisy is a wonderfully sweet and
playful young adult gray and white
tabby who’s just got one wish. She
wants a home for the holidays! If
you’re looking for a fun companion to
help you decorate the tree and wrap
the gifts, Daisy is your girl. If you ask,
she probably will wait up for Santa

To advertise in the Marketplace call Karen at
925.600.0840 x122
or email kklein@pleasantonweekly.com

REAL ESTATE

801 Apartments/

Condos/Studios
Vadodara, 3 BR/1 BA - 15000

805 Homes for Rent

Menlo Park, 3 BR/2 BA
$4,000.00.LasLomSch,2car
gar,Hardwood flrs,sun rm, dining
rm,LndRm,InclGard.nosmk/pets,
650-598-7047

809 Shared Housing/

Rooms

ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES.COM
Browse hundreds of online listings with
photos and maps. Find your roommate
with a click of the mouse! Visit: http://

www.Roommates.com. (AAN CAN)

825 Homes/Condos

for Sale

Home Auction
70+ California bank-owned homes selling
by auction November 29th - December
4th. Don't miss this sale! Get all the
details at www.CaHouseAuction.com or
call 1-866-504-0811. (Cal-SCAN)

San Ramon, 4 BR/2 BA - $529,000

840 Vacation

Rentals/Time Shares

Timeshares
Sell/rent for cash! Our Guaranteed
Services will Sell/ Rent Your Unused
Timeshare for CASH! Over $78
Million Dollars offered in 2009! www.
SellaTimeshare.com (877) 554-2098
(Cal-SCAN)

Squaw Valley-Olympic Village Inn

850 Acreage/Lots/
Storage

El Paso, TX
20 acred ranches only $99/month. SO
Down, $12,900. Great Deal! Near El
Paso, Texas. Owner financing, No Credit
Checks. Money Back Guarantee. Map,
Pictures. 1-800-343-9444. (Cal-SCAN)

LAND LIQUIDATION
20 acres, SO down, $99/month.
Only $12,900. Near growing El Paso,
Texas. Guaranteed owner financing, NO
CREDIT CHECKS! Money back guaran-
tee. FREE Map/pictures. 866-257-4555
www.sunsetranches.com (AAN CAN)

TERRI DUNCAN

with you! Daisy is just one of the many wonderful cats avail-
able for adoption at the East County Animal Shelter located at
4595 Gleason Drive in Dublin. Can you open your heart and
home to a gorgeous feline who’s just waiting to meet you? For
more information about the cats currently at the East County
Animal Shelter, please contact Alayna at (832) 928-7831.



Real Estate

OPEN HOME GUIDE AND REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

Existing home sales decline across
U.S. after 2 months of gains

Year-to-date sales down 2.9% from year ago

By JEB BING

Existing-home sales retreated in October
on the heels of two strong monthly gains,
according to the National Association of
Realtors.

Existing-home sales, which are completed
transactions that include single-family, town-
homes, condominiums and co-ops, declined
2.2% to a seasonally adjusted annual rate of
4.43 million in October from 4.53 million in
September, and are 25.9% below the 5.98
million-unit level in October 2009 when
sales were surging prior to the initial dead-
line for the first-time buyer tax credit.

Year-to-date there were 4.149 million
existing-home sales, down 2.9% from
4.272 million at this time in 2009.

Lawrence Yun, NAR chief economist,
said the recent sales pattern can be ex-
pected to continue.

“The housing market is experiencing an
uneven recovery, and a temporary fore-
closure stoppage in some states is likely
to have held back a number of completed
sales,” he said. “Still, sales activity is clearly
off the bottom and is attempting to settle
into normal sustainable levels.”

“Based on current and improving job
market conditions, and from attractive af-
fordability conditions, sales should steadily
improve to healthier levels of above 5 mil-
lion by spring of next year,” Yun added.

According to Freddie Mac, the national
average commitment rate for a 30-year,
conventional, fixed-rate mortgage fell to a
record low 4.23% in October from 4.35%
in September; the rate was 4.95% in Octo-
ber 2009.

The national median existing-home
price for all housing types was $170,500 in
October, down 0.9% from October 2009.
Distressed homes accounted for 34% of
sales in October, compared with 35% in
September and 30% of sales in October
2009.

NAR President Ron Phipps, broker-pres-
ident of Phipps Realty in Warwick, R.I.,
clarified that several factors are restraining
a housing recovery, even with great afford-
ability conditions.

“We'll likely see some impact from the
foreclosure moratorium in the months
ahead, but overly tight credit is making
it difficult for some creditworthy borrow-
ers to qualify for a mortgage, and we are
continuing to deal with a notable share of
appraisals coming in below a price negoti-
ated between a buyer and seller,” he said.

“A return to common sense loan un-
derwriting standards would go a long way
toward achieving responsible, sustainable
homeownership,” he added. “In addition,
all home valuations should be made by
competent professionals with local exper-
tise and full access to market data. There
remains an elevated level of appraisals that
fail to provide accurate valuation, which is
causing a steady level of sales to be can-
celled or postponed.”

A parallel NAR practitioner survey
shows 10% of Realtors in October report
they had a contract cancelled as a result of
a low appraisal, and 13% report they had a
contract delayed; 16% said a contract was
negotiated to a lower sales price as a result

of a low appraisal.

According to Federal Housing Finance
Agency (FHFA), Fannie- and Freddie-
backed mortgages that were recently origi-
nated show an outstanding performance,
even better than during the pre-housing
bubble years.

“A review of recently originated loans
suggests that they have overly stringent
underwriting standards, with only the
highest creditworthy borrowers able to
tap into historically low mortgage interest
rates,” Yun explained. “There could be an
upside surprise to sales activity if credit
availability is opened to more qualified
home buyers who are willing to stay well
within budget.”

Total housing inventory at the end of
October fell 3.4% to 3.86 million existing
homes available for sale, which represents
a 10.5-month supply at the current sales
pace, down from a 10.6-month supply in
September.

First-time buyers purchased 32% of
homes in October, unchanged from Sep-
tember, but down from 50% a year ago
during the initial surge for the first-time
buyer tax credit. Investors, who accounted
for 19% of transactions in October, ac-
counted for 18% in September and 14% in
October 2009. The balance of sales were to
repeat buyers.

All-cash sales were at 29% in October,
unchanged from September, but up from
20% a year ago.

Single-family home sales declined 2.0%
to a seasonally adjusted annual rate of
3.89 million in October from 3.97 million
in September, and are 25.6% below the
5.23 million surge in October 2009. The
median existing single-family home price
was $171,100 in October, which is 0.5%
below a year ago.

Existing condominium and co-op sales
fell 3.6% to a seasonally adjusted annual
rate of 540,000 in October from 560,000
in September, and are 27.6% below the
746,000-unit sales rush a year ago. The
median existing condo price was $166,000
in October, down 4.2% from October
2009.

Regionally, existing-home sales in the
West declined 1.9% to an annual level of
1.03 million in October and are 21.4%
below the sales rush in October 2009 . The
median price in the West was $209,300,
which is 4.8% below a year ago.

Existing-home sales in the Northeast de-
clined 1.3% to an annual pace of 750,000
in October and are 27.2% below the surge
in October 2009. The median price in the
Northeast was $240,200, which is 1.9%
higher than a year ago.

Existing-home sales in the Midwest
slipped 1.1% in October to a level of
940,000 and are 32.4% below the tax
credit rush one year ago. The median price
in the Midwest was $139,500, down 3.6%
from October 2009.

In the South, existing-home sales fell
3.4% to an annual pace of 1.71 million
in October and are 24.0% below the year-
ago surge. The median price in the South
was $148,700, down 0.7% from October
2009. m
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Cunningham«Garrison<Schall

~ 4 ﬂi a~
The #1 Resale Team in Pleasanton and Ruby Hill
www.FabulousProperties.net ¢ www.RubyHill.net

Gorgeous Italian Villa features 4 BR, 3.5 BA, formal office, huge bonus room, custom
millwork and more. End of cul de sac location. Lovely. Offered at $1,699,000

6535 Singletree Way, Pleasanton

Val Vista charmer. 3 BR, 2 BA, 1,560 sq. ft. fully
updated home with tile and hardwood throughout,
remodeled kitchen, inside laundry, large yard.
Offered at $598,000

Wishing Everyone a Happy Healthy Holiday Season!

. Fran & Dave

KELLER WILLIAMS

KW Broker DRE License #01395362

Entertain & relax in updated 4 BR, 3 BA home with loft,
gourmet custom kit, new carpet, new paint, and lush
gardens with fruit trees in private backyard.

Offered at $785,000

Donna Susan
Garrison Schall
925-980-0273 925-519-8226

DRE License #0 6 & 00930892 DRE License #01735040 DRE License #01713497

101 Goldstone Common ® Livermore

This former Model Home is loaded with custom upgrades,
Granite Slab Counters, Surround Sound, Brazilian Cherry wood floors.
3 bedrooms 2.5 baths, approx. 2105 sq. fi.

'Offered at $599,000

If you are thinking of selling 9 25 . 9 8 .

or buying a home, call me for
information on current ‘ ‘
market conditions and options
available to you.

I

KELLER WILLIAMS. Q)CHA
Tri Valley Realty REALTOR®

KELLER WILLIAMS® Tri-Valley Realty is Independently Owned and Operated. Lic#01206964
WWW.DELORESGRAGG.COM

Pleasanton Weekly ® November 26, 2010 ® Page 21




DISCOVER HOW
DISCOVER J.

THE EAST BAY’'S PREMIER REAL ESTATE C
WWW.ROCKCLIFF.COM

BLACKHAWK | BLACKHAWK WEST | DANVILLE | LIVERMORE | LAFAYETTE | MONTECLAIR/PIEDMONT | PLEASANTON

TO GET MORE FOR YOUR HOME.
ROCKCLIFF REALTORS.

REAL ESTATE

This week’s data represents homes sold during
September 2010

Dublin

7626 Arbor Creek Circle Federal National
Mortgage to T. & H. Fowler for $343,000

4750 Central Parkway Pass Line Investments to
S. Aini for $380,500

8216 Elgin Lane HSBC Bank to M. & S. Hampton
for $355,000

4729 Finch Way Hockett Trust to H. Qiu for
$645,000

4404 Fitzwilliam Street E. McAllister to D. &J.
Tse for $364,000

8055 Holanda Court M. & K. Finley to A.
Wanden-Lundquist for $449,000

7786 Ironwood Drive Passline Investments to R.
& P. Timm for $434,500

4752 Mahogany Street W. Hirsch to S. Sam for
$627,000

5512 North Dublin Ranch Drive J. &J. Yoon to
A. & K. Demos for $720,000

4714 Persimmon Drive G. Fu to |. Aniszewski for
$870,000

4735 Perugia Street Sorrento at Dublin Ranch
to A. Szilgyi for $457,000

4749 Perugia Street Sorrento at Dublin Ranch to
Y. &S. Kim for $485,000

4767 Perugia Street Sorrento at Dublin Ranch
to C. Darrimon for $521,500

4771 Perugia Street Sorrento at Dublin Ranch
to B. & K. Veronesi for $473,000

4773 Perugia Street Sorrento at Dublin Ranch
to D. & P. Thompson for $489,500

4779 Perugia Street Sorrento at Dublin Ranch
to P. & M. Brilovich for $502,000

4783 Perugia Street Sorrento at Dublin Ranch
to S. & L. O’Connor for $598,500

4191 Preciado Drive Lau Trust to TGL Inc. for
$610,000

7619 Ridgeline Drive Schaefer Dublin Holdings
to J. &J. Clough for $925,000

OMPANY.

ORINDA | WALNUT CREEK

HOME SALES

7016 Stagecoach Road #A Bac Home Loans to
E. Loera for $140,000

7524 Sutton Lane Structured Asset Mortgage to
M. & A. Reimbold for $371,000

8079 Via Zapata B. &J. Fenz to S. Jenkins for
$565,000

Livermore
5583 Arlene Way Ing Bank to Thompson Trust
for $535,000

4760 Bel Roma Road N. & D. Bettencourt to D.
& E. Docking for $1,100,000

675 Curlew Road J. & L. Hector to K. & A.
Harper for $430,000

2075 Elm Street Lxs Trust Fund to D. Collins for
$250,000

527 Falcon Way R. & C. Strope to A. Montojo
for $350,000

3068 Faltings Court Munroe-Linares Trust to B.
&)J. Virgin for $690,000

1082 Glenn Common Bank of New York to J.
Arguello for $171,000

4030 Hillcrest Common Structured Asset
Mortgage to M. & T. McKee for $279,000

1224 Nice Court . & A. Beeman to T. & A. Rybak
for $440,000

1818 Pine Street US Bank to N. Turner for
$257,000

4132 Pinon Way C. O’Neill to S. Gehl for
$321,000

Pleasanton

856 Aramon Court Bishop Trust to R. & H.
Bishop for $550,000

2649 Calle Alegre T. & P. Hayhurst to D. & K.
Judson for $970,000

4593 Del Valle Parkway R. & S. Retsch to B.
Pelham for $895,000

1151 Donahue Drive Hollis Trust to K. Csongor
for $795,000

See SALES on Page 23

TV -

530 DOLORES PLACE, PLEASANTON

* Fabulously Remodeled “Pleasanton Hills” Home

* 3 Bedrooms, 3 Full Baths, Over 3000 sq ft

» Sparkling Pool and Spa w/ Waterfalls, Private Rear Yard

 Ultimate Gourmet Kitchen featured in California Home &
Design and Haute Living

Offered at $1,099,000

2957 W CASTLE PINES TERR, DUBLIN

* Desirable "Dublin Ranch"

* Awesome Newer 5 BR, 4.5 BA, 3600+ sq ft Home

* Highly Upgraded w/ Maple Cabinets, Granite, SS Appliances
* Close to Schools, Shopping & Dublin Ranch Golf Course
Offered at $836,400
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211 RACHAEL PLACE, PLEASANTON

* Beautiful “Country Roads” Townhome

* 3 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, 2 Car Attached Garage

e Cherry Cabinetry, Granite Counters, Hardwood Flooring
* Walk to Charming Downtown

Offered at $399,900

5835 SIGNAL HILL DRIVE, DUBLIN

* “Dublin Ranch” Golf Course Home

 Beautiful 6 Bedroom, 4.5 Bath, 4800+ sq ft Home

* Highly Upgraded w/ Cherry Cabinets, Granite, Stainless
Appliances

e Large Lot and Backing to the Golf Course

For additional information, photos and virtual tours for any of these properties,
visit www.TomIvarson.com or call 925-200-3600

Tom Ivarson

Helping You Make the
Right Move




REAL ESTATE

SALES

Continued from Page 22

110 East Angela Street Emmett Trust to J. Li for
$1,150,000

3435 Gravina Place J. & U. Cligny to A. & C.
Schwartz for $1,055,000

5202 Independence Drive G. & E. Bayramoglu
to K. Naing for $1,100,000

911 Kottinger Drive K. & K. Mueller to C. & N.
Gieringer for $849,000

7875 Meadowbrook Court F. Guckel to K.
Bauer for $605,000

4920 Muirwood Drive R. & K. Iliff to D. & K.
Limato for $640,000

4229 Wells Street Bayholdings Inc. to R. Roehl
for $411,000

San Ramon

1149 Arrowfield Way M. & C. Kauffman to K. &
R. Feinstein for $880,000

3859 Ayers Way A. Smith to N. & S. Chauhan for
$720,000

523 Balmoral Court Brookfield Santorini to R. &
M. Nagarajan for $1,249,500

746 Birdwood Court M. Kallas to S. Krishnan for
$710,000

7073 Briza Loop . & K. Patry to S. Zhou for
$518,000

7328 Briza Loop Wells Fargo Bank to R. & M.
Devera for $523,500

3685 Crow Canyon Road V. & K. Johnson to H.
Dear for $245,500

9554 Davona Drive C. & L. Nabours to J. & C.
Snow for $531,000

6008 Hedgecrest Circle Robinson Trust to L.
Han for $975,000

3331 Roma Place D. Sylvester to D. & B.
Houghtelling for $555,000

3135 Sweetviolet Drive Shapell Industries to B.
Lee for $870,000

9566 Velvet Leaf Circle Arents Trust to R. & R.
Colbert for $1,260,000

4009 West Lakeshore Drive M. Drobshoffto C.
Thomas for $465,000

Source: California REsource

SALES AT A GLANCE

Dublin

Total sales reported: 22

Lowest sale reported: $140,000
Highest sale reported: $925,000
Average sales reported: $514,795

Livermore

Total sales reported: 11

Lowest sale reported: $171,000
Highest sale reported: $1,100,000
Average sales reported: $438,455

Pleasanton

Total sales reported: 11

Lowest sale reported: $411,000
Highest sale reported: $1,150,000
Average sales reported: $820,000

San Ramon

Total sales reported: 13

Lowest sale reported: $245,500
Highest sale reported: $1,260,000
Average sales reported: $730,962

Source: California REsource

Tivoli model in the Avila development

3541 Rocca Court, Pleasanton

3 Bd, 2.5 Baths, 2 car garage. Built in 1999. Loads of up-
grades, designer flooring, freshly painted, new carpet and
appliances. Shows like a model.

$559,000

Mark James ® 925.216.0454 ¢ markjames@apr.com

A
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REALTORS
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5023 Blackbird Way, Pleasanton. Located in desirable
Birdland, this home features 5bd/3ba, close to award
winning schools, sports park, downtown and much
more! Offered at $875,000

Hagfeldt
925.519.3534
anni@apr.com
annihagfeldt.com

The market is
continually changing.
Now more than ever

it is important to
talk to a Real Estate
Professional. Please
feel free to contact me

= PRy T Sl cia il [ s
Division St., Location, location, location.This adorable
1bd/1ba condo is 2 blocks from downtown Pleasanton

for an update of the
market value in your

and ‘Coming Soon’! neighborhood.
| want to thank all my wonderful clients, "
friends and family for helping me have T work
i : for you...it's that
such a terrific 2010 and wish you all a very simple!”

wonderful Holiday season!

apr.com | PLEASANTON 900 Main Street 925.251.1111
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Custom home

317 Diamond Court, Pleasanton

4 Bd, 3 Full Baths, 3 car garage. 3544 Sq. Ft. Stunning
interior. Real pride of ownership. Low maintance yard
$1,225,000

www.317Diamondct.Com to view the virtual tour

apr.com | PLEASANTON 900 Main Street 925.251.111 (=)
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REAL ESTATE

o3 6Mes Wishing Everyone

and Gardens.

a Happy Holiday Season!

MASON-McDUFFIE

A Angie Anju i Bobbie Carl Claire Connie Daisy David
Zielke Nguyen Bhatia Ganjei Wells Charvet Churilo Hufana Cannella Chung McDermott
925-998-2201 408-891-9569 925-577-2658 510-502-3444 925-353-0693 925-998-8300 209-662-1789 925-323-5055 925-719-7769 510-872-9160

Dora Elena Gertha Hermie Ines Joe Bega Katey Mark Meraj
Lee Ramirez Davis Rones Eiras Office Manager Shinn Tae Khan
925-922-4294 925-734-5011 925-989-2774 925-980-6010 510-305-8128 510-219-5339 925-989-1332 925-202-4497 925-734-5045 925-922-3712

” L |
Michael Mike Sachi Sapna Stephanie Sue Tricia Ujwala Vandana Xiaofang Winnie
Shapourian Diby Churilo Goel Zhou Condon Ward Vaze Chinchankar Liv Chang
925-949-9192 209-914-7098 925-998-8300 408-393-6761 925-963-1468 925-699-5399 510-589-9165 650-430-6614 925-734-5000 925-980-7610 408-888-4546

(925) 734-5000 - 5960 Stoneridge Drive, Suite 101 « Pleasanton - www.bhghome.com/pleasantonstoneridge

The Intero Holiday Marketing

" Program is designed to capitalize

ﬂm I N T E RO on selling to serious home buyers
REAL ESTATE SERVICES, WhO are Shopping over the
holidays while at the same

time preserving the privacy and
dignity of home sellers.

Let Your Local Intero Real Estate Agent
Present Your Home Over The Holidays

Intero Holiday Marketing Program

BENEFITS

* Holiday buyers are particularlyserious, committed and focused.

* Corporate executive transferees have more free time to shop for a home during the holiday season than at any
other time of the year.

* Over the holidays there are fewer homes available, therefore supply and demand works in your favor.

¢ Family-oriented homes (lifestyle) are seasonally radiant during the decorative holiday period.

* The holiday season is a period of unmatched consumer confidence and retail frenzy.

* Interest rates are very low at this time.

* Some home buyers purchase homes as gifts WM
FEATURES

¢ All showings are by appointment and only to qualified buyers. REALTOR® Vice President, Manager

* No “For Sale” signs.

e No advertising that identifies the home. CELL/TEXT 925.519.9099

* No lock box. OFFICE 925.498.0010 « E-FAX 925.396.6089
* No feature or highlight sheets in the home. www. interorealestate.com / mtessaro

* No inside-the-home display information.
¢ No home phone number in MLS information.
* No open house for either public or REALTORS. (Unless home owner requests otherwise) If your home is currently listed with a broker, please disregard this offer.

myeastbayhouses@gmail.com




