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Pleasanton is widely 

recognized as a 

premier community 

in which to live, work 

and do business. The 

Pleasanton Chamber of 

Commerce believes that 

local businesses and 

residents share core 

values and community 

goals and that business 

has a critical role to 

play in the efforts to 

maintain and sustain 

those things that bring 

value to the community. 

Pleasanton businesses 

contribute over 60% 

of the local tax base 

and collectively act as 

the economic engine 

that produces the jobs, 

incomes, investments 

and contributions 

that support our 

extraordinary quality  

of life.

www.pleasanton.org
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It may not be the oldest pro-
fession in the world, but the 
municipal clerk’s job is consid-

ered the oldest of public servants 
in local government along with 
tax collector. The profession dates 
back to Biblical times when the 
early keepers of archives were 
often called “Remembrancers.” 
The job has changed considerably 
since then with Pleasanton’s City 
Clerk Karen Diaz today heading 
one of the most important depart-
ments in municipal government 
while also serving as its technol-
ogy guru in making sure public 
meetings are posted in print, on 
live television, on DVDs and on 
podcasts.

At election time, the clerk’s job 
is also at its busiest, making sure 
voters and the candidates they’re 
selecting have all the information 
needed at the ballot box.

In a municipal election year, it 
starts in May when Diaz sends to 
the City Council a draft ordinance 
setting the date of the election and 
containing up-to-date information 
and requirements imposed since 
the last election by the council and 
state. Once enacted at least 127 
days before the election, Diaz and 
her staff create a new candidates’ 
manual with all the rules and cri-
teria carefully explained for expe-
rienced and first-time candidates 
to review and follow. The manual, 
at one time more than 3-inches 
thick, is now given to candidates 
on a DVD where information is 
readily available and indexed.

Nominations for mayor and 
City Council this year opened 
July 12 — 113 days before the 
Nov. 2 election — and closed at 
5 p.m. Aug. 6, or 88 days ahead 
of the election. Prospective candi-
dates often met with Diaz ahead 
of time to discuss procedures and 
what they would need to file, 
and then returned their papers 
with at least 20 signatures from 
registered Pleasanton voters who 
were nominating the candidate. 
Once submitted, the paperwork 
was sent to the County Registrar, 
whose office verified the signa-
tures and voting status, and then 
sent the certified document back 
to Diaz. Although each candidate 
could start campaigning, require-
ments from the city clerk’s office 
continued, including filing the 
460s, the campaign contribution 
and expenditure documents that 
are posted online regularly dur-
ing the campaign. If there are any 
discrepancies in these reports, 

Diaz asks candidates to re-file to 
correct the errors.
 Diaz used to be badgered by 
questions from voters about cam-
paign contributions. Scores of 
requests came in for printouts of 
some or all of the filing materi-
als, which often involved days of 
photocopying and one-on-one 
conversations. Since the 460s 
were posted online at the request 
of the council to make campaign 
financing more transparent to 
the public, Diaz has had no 
requests for printouts. But she 
and her staff still get questions, 
many from vendors who want to 
contact candidates to sell elec-
tion campaign related materials. 
They’re given the same contact 
information available to everyone: 
usually a candidate’s name and 
email address. Diaz also fields 
questions on the school board 
election, also being held on Nov. 
2, although that information is 
handled by the Alameda County 
Registrar’s office, not by local city 
halls. Her office is still the best 
known public contact so it fields 
numerous calls that come in dur-
ing the election period about 
candidates, campaign signs and 
polling places, which can usually 
be answered.
 Running for election isn’t easy 
or inexpensive in Pleasanton. Fil-
ing forms that Diaz collects must 
contain information to show that 
there are no conflicts of inter-
ests. A deposit of $1,117 is also 
required by Alameda County to 
print a candidate’s information 
in the Sample Ballot. Based on 
a city’s population, the fee can 
vary with adjustments made after 
the election. Diaz said a reason 
for the high fee is that the bal-
lot is printed in three languages: 
English, Spanish and Chinese. 
Los Angeles County, where eth-
nic groups that comprise 5% or 
more of the population can have 
ballots printed in their native 
languages, now prints its Sample 
Ballot in nine different languag-
es.
 Diaz has been a City Clerk since 
1987 when she was elected to the 
position in Southern California’s 
city of Indio in Riverside County. 
Re-elected twice, she left there in 
1995 to take an appointment by 
the Escalon City Council to serve 
as City Clerk in that small central 
San Joaquin Valley community. 
In 1999, she was appointed City 
Clerk in fast-growing Brentwood, 
moving to the same position in 
Union City in 2005.  In 2006, she 
was hired by Pleasanton to suc-
ceed City Clerk Dawn Abraham-
son, who took the same post in 
Fremont.  

AROUND  
PLEASANTON

BY JEB BING

Election keeps City 
Clerk Diaz busy

About the Cover
The city of Pleasanton is launching its “Shop Around Pleasanton” campaign to 
boost shopping and dining interest in the city. It follows efforts under way by a 
national organization urging the public to spend $50 a month on three of their 
favorite independent retailers and restaurants during these difficult economic 
times.  Cover design by Lili Cao.

Vol. XI, Number 42

Name ______________________________________

 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Address ____________________________________

 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Tel (W) _____________________________________

Tel (H) ______________________________________

Email ______________________________________

For advance tickets, complete form and return with check, payable to: ValleyCare Foundation,

Total $  _______  Card# ____________________________________________  _____________ Signature  ________________________________

THURSDAY,  
NOVEMBER 18, 2010

Photos with Santa
Children’s Secret Santa Shoppe

Stroll in Winter Wonderland

FRIDAY,  
NOVEMBER 19, 2010

“Almost High” Tea 
Silent Auction

Sit-down Dinner 
Entertainment 

Auction

SATURDAY,  
NOVEMBER 20, 2010

Gourmet Luncheon
Live Entertainment

Christmas Tree Drawings

Home for the Holidays
Christmas Tree Lane presents

Palm Event Center, 1184 Vineyard Avenue, Pleasanton

____ Family Stroll, Nov 18, $10.00 per adult. 

____ Family Stroll, Nov 18, $5.00 per child.

____ I am unable to attend. Enclosed is a contribution.

 M/C     Visa    

Funds raised will benefit the following ValleyCare programs:
Breast Cancer Patient Navigator Program 
Emergency Room Expansion Campaign 
FitKidsRx, a children's fitness and nutrition program

SAT  
SESSION DATES 

SAT  
TEST DATES 

Nov 1– Dec 2 
(no classes Nov 22-26) 

Dec 4, 2010 

Dec 13– Jan 20 
(no classes Dec 20-31) 

Jan 22, 2011 

Feb 14– Mar 10 Mar 12, 2011 

Apr 11– May 5 May 7, 2011 

May 9– Jun 2 Jun 4, 2011 

Offering the best in SAT Prep since 2004 



Streetwise
ASKED AT HARVEST PARK’S PUMPKIN PATCH

What was your most memorable 
Halloween costume?

Sophia Holbrook
Seventh grade

My most memorable Halloween costume 
was probably when I dressed up as a tree 
in fifth grade. I had a fake bird’s nest in my 
hair and leaves on my arms. It said “Hug 
Me” on my shirt. My mom helped me create 
it and she was really good at it.

Marsha Jones
Science teacher  

My most memorable Halloween was when 
I was in kindergarten. I had always wanted 
to be a princess, and I was able to dress up 
like one. My costume was pink and sparkly, 
with a big skirt that I twirled around and 
around in. I loved it.

Nicole Meehan
Seventh grade

My absolute favorite costume was when 
I dressed up as Jessie from the Toy Story 
movies. I was 3 and really into her, and I’ve 
liked Jessie ever since.

Jack Snyder
eighth grade

My favorite costume was when I was in sec-
ond grade. I went as a robot and my par-
ents and I built a costume using foil and a 
big box that we painted silver. It was a really 
fun project, but it did get pretty hot when I 
was wearing it.

Karl Fernando
eighth grade

In second grade, a group of five of my 
friends and I dressed up as hippies. I had 
glasses and a hippie shirt, and they all wore 
hippie costumes, too. It was really fun to 
walk around school together. 

Have a Streetwise question? E-mail editor@PleasantonWeekly.com

Page 4 October 29, 2010 Pleasanton Weekly

The Pleasanton Weekly is published every Friday by Embarcadero Media, 5506 Sunol Blvd., 
Suite 100, Pleasanton, CA 94566; (925) 600-0840. Mailed at Periodicals Postage Rate, 
USPS 020407. The Weekly is mailed upon request to homes and apartments in Pleasanton. 
Print subscriptions for businesses or residents of other communities are $60 per year or 
$100 for two years. Go to www.PleasantonWeekly.com to sign up and for more informa-
tion.  POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Pleasanton Weekly, 5506 Sunol Blvd., Suite 
100, Pleasanton, CA 94566. © 2010 by Embarcadero Media. All rights reserved. Reproduction 
without permission is strictly prohibited.

—Compiled by Kerry Nally

yesteryesterFESTFEST
Sunday, October 31, 2010

10:00AM–1:00PM

Valley Community Church
4455 Del Valle Parkway, Pleasanton

 Games

FREE admission with a can of food for our food drive

Bring your friends!

Taking you back 
to old time
autumn fun
for all ages!for all ages!

Open To Everyone 
in the Community!

GRAHAM-HITCH
MORTUARY

Dignified Care  
& Compassionate Service 

Since 1891

Advance Planning 
Made Easy

Call Deanna for a FREE 
 consultation. In-home 

visits available.

4167 First Street, Pleasanton

925-846-5624
Crematory Privately Owned  

& Operated
FD#429

Follow us...

@PleasantonNews

5TH YEAR 
ANNIVERSARY

Come out for this celebration; see why Callippe is ranked in
the Top 50 Municipal Golf Courses in the United States.

Reserve your tee time today.

 (Callippe Preserve Golf Course encourages 
everyone to please drink responsibly.)

NOVEMBER 5, 2010
Tee times between 

7:30 a.m. and 12:56 p.m.



Newsfront
Enter college Film Fest

 Las Positas College is collecting 
entries for its 2010 Student Film 
Festival with a deadline of 10 
p.m. Nov. 18 at the Photography 
Department. The festival will in-
clude a Short Film Competition, 
Weekend Film Maker Challenge 
films, Movie Poster Design Con-
test, and the Mass Communica-
tion Video Journalism Showcase.
 Entries will be accepted from 
all California students over 18 
and enrolled in a California col-
lege, technical/trade school or 
ROP program. For a complete 
list of rules, contact Deanna 
Horvath at lpcstudentfilmfest@
yahoo.com or call 424-1285.
 The Film Festival will take 
place at the college Dec. 10-11.

YMCA mentors

 The Tri-Valley YMCA is starting 
a one-to-one mentoring program 
to match up 30 youths with car-
ing, responsible adult mentors 
for one year. Mentors spend time 
with at-risk youths, ages 8 to 18, 
to serve as a friend, counselor, 
role model, supporter and guide. 
Mentors must be at least 23 and 
attend 15 hours of training.
 An information meeting on 
the YMCA Building Futures 
Mentoring Program will be held 
at 6:30 p.m., Monday, Nov. 1, at 
the Tri-Valley YMCA, 4725 First 
St., Suite 200, in Pleasanton. A 
new training group will begin 
the week of Nov. 15.
 Contact the Tri-Valley coordi-
nator Tim Stier at 475-6107 or 
tstier@ymcaeastbay.org.

‘Fertility 101’

 San Ramon Regional Medical 
Center is presenting a free com-
munity seminar, “Fertility 101: 
Everything You Need to Know 
about Conceiving,” from 7:30 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m., Thursday, 
Nov. 4, at 7777 Norris Canyon 
Road, San Ramon.
 Reproductive endocrinologist 
Aimee Eyvazzadeh will discuss 
the causes of infertility and what 
a couple can do to help improve 
their chances of conceiving a 
healthy baby. She will present 
pre-conception tips and answer 
questions plus discuss medical 
and surgical treatments that may 
improve fertility, and other op-
tions. Women and their partners 
at any stage of the conception 
process are welcome to attend.
 Register by calling (800) 284-
2878 or online by selecting Find 
an Event under Women’s Ser-
vices on www.OurSanRamon-
Hospital.com.

DIGEST
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Corrections
The dentist featured in last week’s 
story, “Taking candy from ba-
bies?” is Dr. Steven Nerad. He will 
be buying back Halloween candy 
from children Nov. 2.

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
 MerchantArts Walk kicked off its monthly 
events in downtown Pleasanton last week with 
10 businesses displaying exhibits within their 
stores and the organizers in front of the Main 
Street arch handing out maps and offering 
refreshments.
 “The event was a big success,” said John 
Trefethen, head of MerchantArts Walk. “I was 
thoroughly impressed by how well the mer-
chants integrated the artwork into their stores’ 
displays.” 
 The art work is for sale and the commis-
sion is split with the merchants, he explained. 
People can begin the Walk anywhere down-
town or start at his booth to find out which 
merchants are participating. They are also 
identified by a MerchantArts Walk sticker.
 The events are scheduled for every third 
Thursday of the month. Attendance at the 
first Walk was a little low, noted Trefethen, 
probably due to the Giants playoff game that 
night.
 “Some reports from merchants were they 

served over 40 different people hors d’oeuvres, 
and the artists were all there for their recep-
tions,” Trefethen said. “Some merchants even 
reported making sales. They said, ‘Being there 
that night was well worth it.’”
 Artists who want to participate can learn 
more at MerchantArts.com.
 “I want to make this more and more avail-
able to artists, to let them know they have 
a shot at having their work presented,” Tre-
fethen said.
 The group decided this format would be 
better than setting up booths in the street, he 
said, adding that he has started similar suc-
cessful events in Arcada and Eureka.
 “It’s my brainchild,” Trefethen said. “I’ve got 
the Pleasanton Downtown Association sup-
porting it and various arts groups. A lot has 
been happening behind the scenes.”
 Trefethen has high hopes the MerchantArts 
Walks will thrive through the winter.
 “If we can show it’s about community and 
people coming together, and free entertain-
ment, it can be successful,” he said. 

BY JEB BING
 Police Chief Michael Fraser will retire Nov. 12 as 
head of the Pleasanton Police Department after 30 
years on the job, including the last three as chief.
 Fraser is Pleasanton’s fifth chief of police, ap-
pointed to the position in 2007 by City Manager 
Nelson Fialho and succeeding Chief Tim Neal, 
who retired that year. His annual salary cur-
rently is $200,000.
 Fraser came up through the ranks, joining the 
Pleasanton police force in 1980 when it had 29 
officers. Today, there are 84 officers on the force.
 During the course of his career, he had a 
broad array of assignments including patrol 
officer, field training officer, detective sergeant 
and SWAT commander. He was also the fourth 
motorcycle officer in the Pleasanton Police De-
partment’s history.
 Fraser introduced the E-911 service to Pleas-
anton in 2007. This service allows residents with 
cell phones to punch in 9-1-1 during an emer-

gency and have the call go 
directly to the Pleasanton Po-
lice Department rather than a 
California Highway Patrol call 
center based in Vallejo. The 
change speeds up the local re-
sponse time to an emergency 
by contacting Pleasanton po-
lice first during an emergency. 
 “Mike Fraser has been an 
exemplary chief of police,” 

Fialho said. “His depth into the community 
cannot be understated. He really embraced com-
munity policing and played a major role in the 
quality of life that we enjoy in Pleasanton.”
 “Chief Fraser has evolved the Police Department 
to align with the needs of the population, and his 
forward thinking has led to the implementation 
of a new dispatch system that expedites incoming 
calls, and specialized training for our officers, par-
ticularly in the area of diversity,” Fialho added.

 When he first joined the Pleasanton police 
force as a patrol officer in 1980, Fraser found 
a Pleasanton that was in the middle of a major 
economic boom, largely associated with the de-
velopment of Hacienda Business Park. Stoneridge 
Shopping Center was under construction and 
preparing to open in nine months with the origi-
nal anchor stores of Macy’s, Emporium Capwell, 
and JC Penney. The average family income was 
$30,000 and Pleasanton’s population of just over 
35,000 residents was experiencing rapid change. 
 “Pleasanton went from a small town bedroom 
community to a well balanced mid-sized city 
over the past 30-plus years that I have worked 
here,” Fraser said.
 “There is a vast difference between the ‘then’ 
and ‘now’ aspect of my career,” he added. “In 
1980, the Police Department was housed in what 
is now the Museum On Main with a locker room, 

Fraser to retire as Pleasanton police chief
He was 30 years on the job, including last 3 years as chief 

MerchantArts Walks begin on Main
Downtown becomes an art gallery as shops offer exhibits

GLENN WOHLTMANN

Fran Pagliocca (left) and Terry Snyder look over pieces of art at Redcoats, one of 10 merchants partici-
pating in the downtown Pleasanton MerchantArts Walk last Thursday.

Multiple districts 
mean different 

ballots here
 Pleasanton voters will go to the polls Tuesday 
along with others across the country, but with 
some differences in the candidates they’re con-
sidering for a city this size.
 This city has three state Assembly districts, 
where most have only one, and two congres-
sional districts. 
 Most of Pleasanton falls within the 11th Con-
gressional District, where two-term Congress-
man Jerry McNerney (D-Pleasanton) is seeking 
re-election against his Republican challenger, 
attorney David Harmer of San Ramon.
 But for voters in northwest Pleasanton who 
have no doubt been following the media frenzy 
over the McNerney-Harmer race, when they 
vote they’ll find different names on the ballot.
 That’s because they’re in the 13th Congressio-
nal District that’s been represented by Pete Stark 
(D-Fremont) for the last 38 years. He’s being chal-
lenged by Forest Baker, a virtual political unknown 
who defeated the Republican Party’s favorite candi-
date Luis “Coach” Garcia in the June primary.
 Since the 13th District covers such a small 
sliver of Pleasanton, constituents here seldom 
see Stark. Baker has done no campaigning here.
 The state Assembly districts are more sig-
nificant, although the 15th, where the political 
battle is taking place, accounts for about 15% of 
the city on the northeast side. In a repeat of their 
2008 contest, San Ramon’s Republican Mayor 
Abram Wilson is challenging 15th District As-
semblywoman Joan Buchanan (D-Alamo).
 Two other state assembly districts cover more 
of Pleasanton. Voters in the 18th, represented by 
Assemblywoman Mary Hayashi (D-Castro Val-
ley), will see her name on the ballot seeking re-
election to a third term in the Assembly, which, 
because of term limits, will also be her last. Her 
Republican challenger is Michael Havig, 21, a 
college student.
 In the 20th State Assembly District, which 
covers most of Pleasanton east of downtown and 
including Ruby Hill, Fremont Vice Mayor Bob 
Wieckowski is the Democratic candidate to suc-
ceed three-term Assemblyman Alberto Torrico, 
who is termed out. Wieckowski’s Republican 
challenger is Adrian Shahab.
 All voters in Pleasanton will have a chance 

See POLICE CHIEF on Page 12

See DISTRICTS on Page 12

Michael Fraser
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JOIN US IN SUPPORTING  
MAYOR JENNIFER HOSTERMAN

A BETTER PLEASANTON
www.jenniferhosterman.com

Ellen Corbett, State Senator 

Joan Buchanan, State, Assemblymember 

Tim Sbranti, Mayor Dublin 

Marshall Kamena, Mayor Livermore 

Mike Doyle, Mayor Danville 

Janet Lockhart, past Mayor, Dublin 

Tom Pico, past Mayor, Pleasanton 

Ken Mercer, past Mayor, Pleasanton 

Bob Butler, past Mayor, Pleasanton 

Bob Philcox, past Mayor, Pleasanton 

Edgar and Mercedes Centeno

James and Patricia Kohnen 

Daniel Kendrick 

Earl and Brenda Weak 

Karen Pico Brock and Anne Roby 

Todd and Brenda Walberg 

David Bowlby 

Terry Mcgrath 

Mike Peel 

Darlene Crane 

Flo and Jack Bras 

Christine Steiner 

Charles and Kay Huff 

Jim and Sandra Dibiase 

Bob and Joyce Shapiro

The Alameda County Democratic Party 

The Alameda Labor Council, AFL-CIO 

Building Trades Council of Alameda County 

Pleasanton Police Officer’s

Association 

Pleasanton Firefighter’s 

Association Sheet Metal Workers’ International

Assoc., Local No. 104 

BRe Properties, Inc.

Rental Housing Owners Association of So. 

Alameda County

Partial list

“The Bay East Association of REALTORS endorses 
Mayor Hosterman’s efforts to maintain a high 

quality of life for Pleasanton residents, promote 
economic development and protect private property 

rights and her re-election as Pleasanton Mayor.”

– BAY EAST ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS

“Jennifer understands the value and importance 
of business to a community, and has been 

a proponent of streamlining government to 
become more efficient and responsive.”

– PLEASANTON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

BY GLENN WOHLTMANN
 Perhaps part of it was preach-
ing to the choir, but Pleasanton’s 
first-ever Green Scene Fair held 
last week has been pronounced a 
success.
 Some 75 vendors, including ev-
erything from energy drinks to 
home energy conservation, organic 
farmers and green vehicles took 
part in the fair. Waste cans on site 
allowed people to sort their trash, 
and at least one estimate was that 
nearly 650 people took time out of 
their Thursday to check out what’s 
new in green tech.
 The city of Pleasanton played 
a large role. Along with Hacienda 
Business Park, it sponsored the 
event and had multiple booths, 
showing people how to conserve 
water, a three-D demonstration on 
pollution and to push for atten-
dance at the city’s Oct. 27 climate 
action plan workshop.
 “There’s a statewide goal to meet 
1990 standards by 2020, which 
means 15% to 20% reductions 
from where we are now,” explained 
Jeff Caton, a consultant hired to 
help with the climate plan.
 Laura Ryan, Pleasanton’s recent-
ly hired energy and sustainability 
manager, called it the “first annual 
Green Scene Fair” and said it was a 
success, noting that she wasn’t sure 
anyone would actually show up.
 The point of the event, she said, 

was to give people “ideas on how to 
reduce their carbon footprint and 
how important that is on a personal 
level.”
 Ann Pfaff-Doss has been attend-
ing similar events for years, but was 
impressed by this one.
 “I liked having the diversity,” she 
said. “This has health foods, the 
farmers market, the city of Pleas-
anton has a couple of booths, there 
are even banks.”
 Many of the booths were taken by 
the public sector. Alameda County, 

for instance, had a booth to pro-
mote its green business program. 
BART, San Joaquin Regional Rail 
and the city of San Ramon all had 
booths that focused on transporta-
tion, while the Bay Area Air Quality 
Management District and the non-
profit group Breathe California had 
booths to promote clean air.
 In addition, several organic farms 
had booths, and there were a num-
ber of private organizations with 
electric vehicles and solar power 
companies. 

Green Scene Fair draws vendors, visitors
First time event offers diversity from health foods to ‘green’

GLENN WOHLTMANN

Brian Lorimer, Pleasanton’s source control inspector, shows off a three-D model 
that demonstrates how water pollution spreads, at the Green Scene Fair.

TAKE US ALONG

Making friends: Saira Fatteh and daughters Zara and Raniya share their 
Weekly with a kangaroo at the Lone Pine Koala Sanctuary in Brisbane, Aus-
tralia, while dad Parvez (with baby Inaya) takes the photo.



NEWS

Pleasanton Weekly October 29, 2010  Page 7

INDUSTRY 
LEADER 

SINCE 1996

Unretouched clinical photo taken 
while frowning before and 14 days 

after treatment with Botox® Cosmetic

Also Offering Botox® /
Restylane® Treatments

Dr. Moshe Lewis, MD
Dermatologist
925-846-5614

FREE CONSULTATION

New clients only
Pleasanton
374 St. Mary St.
925 846-5614

San Ramon
2701 Crow Canyon Blvd.
925 837-6400

Lose weight...and keep it off!

 

®

for underarm perspiration problems!

NORCAL
Weight Loss Center

$10 per Unit
Botox® Treatment 

plus Free Consultation to new clients only
Not valid with other offers.

Shauntrell lost weight on our 
program and you can too!

After

Before

CLOCK REPAIR
Free Estimates
Free Pick-up & Delivery in Tri-Valley

Timely Service

Byfield’s Clock Shop Call (925) 736-9165

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
Two congressmen and Secretary 

of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shinseki 
met last week with veterans of all 
ages at the VA Center in Livermore.

They toured the hospital, nursing 
home and administrative offices then 
sat down for a roundtable discussion 
Oct. 18 that focused on issues affect-
ing the new generation of veterans, 
such as post-traumatic stress disor-
der, traumatic brain injuries and the 
need for educational benefits.

“Every person got a chance to 
speak,” said 11th District Congress-
man Jerry McNerney (D-Pleasan-
ton). “We got to talk about the 
backlog of veterans’ claims, and the 
technical pressure for the California 
veterans.”

He said he learned about the lack 
of communication among the vet-
erans’ groups on college campuses 
throughout the state.

“With a new generation of veter-
ans returning home, it’s critical that 
we address their needs and work to 
improve medical care and access to 
benefits,” he said.

U.S. Rep. John Garamendi (D-
Walnut Creek) noted that the VA 
Center is in the 10th District and 
said this was the most comprehen-
sive look he’d had at the facility.

“I was impressed by the exten-

sive use of tele-medicine,” he said.
 One veteran participant was Kyle 
Braun, a 2005 graduate of Amador 
Valley High School and now a stu-
dent at Las Positas College, who 
served in Iraq with the Marines 
from 2007-08. 
 “The VA has a backlog of dealing 
with claims,” said Braun, who is at-
tending college on the Post-9/11 G.I. 
Bill. “It takes eight to 10 months, 
although they’re trying their best.”
 He said that because he was 
stationed in California when he 
was discharged, the CalVets knew 
about him. But veterans discharged 
in other states are not tracked so 
the VA would not be aware of their 
unemployment or homelessness.
 Another participant was Navy 
Special Operations veteran Ryan 
Sykes, 28, of San Ramon. He 
served in Somalia and Colombia, 
and did two tours in Iraq and five 
in Afghanistan before he sustained 
a brain injury.
 “I have firsthand knowledge,” 
said Sykes, who speaks slowly and 
uses a wheelchair. “I helped show 
people if you do the right thing and 
apply the right technique in certain 
areas, you get a response.” 
 Mike Conklin, founder of the 
Sentinels of Freedom, which pro-
vides housing and education for 

seriously injured veterans, including 
Sykes, to help them become self-
sufficient, said one problem for the 
VA is finding those who need help.
 “Some avoid getting help, for a 
variety of reasons,” said Conklin. 
“If you walk into a VA, it’s almost 
impossible not to get help.”
 He lauded retired Gen. Shinseki’s 
ability to run the Veterans Admin-
istration, noting that he had served 
as Chief of Staff in the U.S. Army.
 “He’s transferred his Army skills 
to the VA,” said Conklin.
 The Veterans Administration 
plans to move VA care to new loca-
tions in the San Joaquin Valley and 
in Fremont. Each area will have a 
new outpatient clinic and a new 
nursing home, but no locations 
have been finalized. Acute care will 
be provided at the Palo Alto VA 
Center.
 The VA is still deciding what to 
do with the 113-acre facility on Ar-
royo Road in rural Livermore.
 “Secretary Shinseki wants to 
keep flexibility,” McNerney said.
 McNerney wrote a law to im-
prove care for veterans with trau-
matic brain injuries and has said 
the 113 acres on Arroyo Road 
would make an excellent setting 
for veterans suffering from post 
traumatic stress syndrome. 

Young vets talk to congressmen,  
Secretary of Veterans Affairs

Discussion centers on how to help new generation of veterans



BY JEB BING
 City and county representatives 
are sparring over the benefits of 
Proposition 22, the Nov. 2 measure 
that would block the state from 
borrowing or appropriating funds 
from city treasuries and redevelop-
ment districts.
 Although the proposition is 
meant to keep money for redevel-
opment, transportation and local 
projects and services in the hands 
of local government, county of-
ficials now say it could mean cuts 

to other parts of the state budget, 
such as school funding and money 
for senior citizens.
 John Gioia, chairman of the Con-
tra Costa County Board of Supervi-
sors and chairman of the Urban 
County Caucus, said the initiative 
“does not serve the interests of local 
government.”
 But local officials including 
Pleasanton Mayor Jennifer Hoster-
man and Livermore-Pleasanton Fire 
Chief Jim Miguel have endorsed 
Prop. 22.

 “Voters have the opportunity to 
prevent state politicians from raid-
ing local taxpayer funds that are 
slated for vital services such as 
emergency 911 response, police, 
fire, libraries, parks, transporta-
tion improvements and more,” 
Hosterman said. “I encourage all 
Pleasanton voters to carefully study 
Proposition 22 because it can make 
an important impact on our quality 
of life for years to come.”
 For many years elected officials 
in cities have watched Sacramento 
use legal loopholes to siphon bil-
lions of taxpayer dollars designated 
for local government and transpor-
tation services. In 2009, the state 
took $5 billion in local revenues to 
balance its own budget. 
 “The billions of dollars taken by 
state raids have forced deep cuts in 
local services that residents depend 
on every day,” Hosterman said. “In 
fact, since 1992-93, the state has 
shifted approximately $100 million 
in property tax revenue away from 
the city of Pleasanton to fund its 
own structural deficit. This loss of 
revenue could have been used to 
improve roads, public safety ser-
vices, and maintain parks, libraries 
and recreation centers.”
 But Gioia said that Prop. 22 would 
lock in particular areas of the govern-
ment at the expense of others.
 “Cuts in other areas are going 
to be much deeper to achieve the 
savings,” Gioia said. “Ultimately, 
this measure also puts pressure on 
raising taxes.”
 Among those cuts would be 
money to county governments, 
which he said depend largely on 
state money to operate. Gioia said 
the Contra County Fire District 
could lose $12 million in state 
funding if Prop 22 passes. 

Prop. 22: Depends on who you talk to
Cities vs. counties over state’s right to ‘borrow’ municipal funds
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City Council
www.votecook-kallio.com

Re-Elect

Cheryl Cook-Kallio

Trusted Leadership: We must provide the best we can for our 
residents through tested leadership.

Economic Sustainability: Cheryl balanced the budget while 
sustaining city services and public safety. Cheryl will develop 
an economic stimulus program and streamline the permitting 
process.

Building Community: Cheryl was instrumental in revitalizing 
Pleasanton cultural centers. Cheryl will work to strengthen 
families by building transit oriented development and increasing 
access to affordable senior housing.

Regional Leadership: Regional collaboration is the most 
effective way to manage traffic congestion. Cheryl will fight for 
funds to ease traffic on 580/680 & 84.
Paid for by Cook-Kallio for Council 2010 FPPC #1289382

Coming together in support of Cheryl:

*partial list*

Livermore location

BOLLINGER NAIL SALON LOCATIONS

Livermore (next to the Bankhead Theater)
2375 Railroad Ave . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (925) 455-6800

Pleasanton (across from Tully's Coffee)
310 Main Street Suite D . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (925) 484-4300 

www.Bollingernailsalon.com

For our clients and employees safety we discard 
all non-reusable items. We sterilize all reusable 

instruments with an autoclave.

Elegant and Relaxing
Personalized Professional Nail Care

Now Featuring:

Shellac™ the First Hybrid Nail Color

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
 Everyone has Giants fever now 
but Vivian Fuller, a resident at 
Parkview Assisted Living in Pleas-
anton, has been a fan forever. She 
loves reminiscing about going to 
Giants games in the old days, when 
Willie Mays was slugging them out 
of Candlestick Park.
 Vivian’s dream came true re-
cently when, despite her limited 
ability to get around, she attended 
a Giants game at AT&T Park with 
her grandson, Brad Summaria. The 
tickets were given to her by the Gi-
ants through Parkview’s Thrill of a 
Lifetime initiative, which helps its 
residents have memorable experi-
ences.
 “It was wonderful seeing her face 
light up when we gave her a basket 
filled with Giants memorabilia next 
to the Giants game tickets,” said 
Activity Director Patricia Rawlings. 
“Seeing our residents this happy is 
the best part of my job.”
 Vivian started attending Giants 
games with Brad when he was 

about 12 and saddened by his 
grandfather’s death. 
 “When her husband passed away 
she noticed her grandson was upset 
about it so she took him to a 

Giants game,” said Aireen Tibon, 
Sales and Marketing Director at the 
Parkview.
 As Vivian grew older and less 
able to get around, they stopped 
going to the ballpark. 
 “We contacted the Giants and 
they donated tickets and a gift 
package with souvenirs,” said 
Tibon. 
 For the Giants outing Sept. 30, 
Parkview provided limousine ser-
vice. The team displayed a wel-
coming message on its billboard. 
“Vivian Fuller, hope you enjoyed 
your ‘Thrill of a Lifetime.’”
 Vivian gets ready for each game 
by donning her Giants wear. She 
also can take some responsibility 
for their success. “She wished them 
luck and it sure did work,” Tibon 
said. 
 Now, with the Giants meeting 
the Texas Rangers this week for the 
World Series, Vivian Fuller will be 
rooting for her team in front of the 
TV sets at the Parkview.
 We can hear the cheers already. 

Go, Giants! says Willie Mays fan
Attending a game is the ‘thrill of a lifetime’ for Parkview resident

COURTESY PARKVIEW ASSISTED LIVING

Vivian Fuller in her new Giants garb, 
ready to go to San Francisco and 
cheer them on to victory.

See PROP. 22 on Page 12
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Laursen perfect choice

Dear Editor,
 It is my honor to support Joan 
Laursen for School Board. I served 
with her on Walnut Grove’s PTA 
when she was president. She did an 
amazing job. Joan has incredible fa-
cilitation skills and considers every 
side of an issue before expressing 
her opinion. She’s an active lis-
tener and is honest in her feedback, 
which is rare among leaders. Joan 
has worked very hard on behalf of 
our schools for many years, which 
makes her the perfect choice for the 
PUSD School Board. She really un-
derstands school governance, bud-
getary constraints and educational 
policy. Please join me in voting for 
Joan Laursen for School Board.

Yvette Miles 

Shocking story

Dear Editor,
 I urge your readership to see the 
documentary “The Tillman Story” 
playing at the Vine Cinema for one 
week only starting Friday, Oct. 29. 
Look it up. Read about it. It’s a 
shocking story about how Ameri-
cans are sometimes treated by their 
government. It’s a sickening story 
about how an all-American sol-
dier was treated by his own army. 
And it’s a poignant story about the 
suffering of one American family 
caused by the wars in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan and the strength of that 
family to fight against the immoral-
ity of their oppressors.
 Only 50 prints of this movie 
were made for the entire country. 
The Vine Cinema has one. For one 
week only. Please see it.

Fred Norman

Proven, and new

Dear Editor,
 I’m voting for Cindy McGovern 
for mayor of Pleasanton because of 
her 16 years of service to the entire 
community. She has proven over 
the years that she works hard for 
us. Cindy can make difficult choic-
es and expect fiscal conservatism 
regarding our city’s unsustainable 
benefits/retirement packages. She 
has not taken campaign contribu-
tions from unions, special interest 
groups and developers who expect 
favoritism and “baby steps” instead 
of realistic scrutiny of our city’s fi-
nancial realities. She has fought for 
the protection of the citizen’s right 
to challenge a development that is 
not in keeping with the General 
Plan guidelines, among her many 
contributions to our town over the 
past six years on the City Council. 
The majority of Pleasanton voters 
has spoken loud and clear about 
ridgeline protection but the three 
council incumbents weren’t listen-
ing to us. Cindy listened and has 
proven that she will restore rep-
resentative government and fiscal 
conservatism as mayor.
 Cindy needs the help of a City 
Council who haven’t sold out to the 
“Money Lenders,” those big dollar 

contributors who expect something 
in return from their large campaign 
contributions. Vote for Karla Brown, 
who is endorsed by McGovern 
among many others, to help bring 
integrity in government back to our 
community’s political process. We 
need new leadership and better rep-
resentation of our wishes, not more 
“political double talk” and political 
partiality that enables developers to 
sue private citizens and keep us on 
a course toward fiscal disaster that 
awaits us if swift action is not taken 
now to resolve these issues.

Kelly Cousins

Outstanding candidate

Dear Editor,
 I’m writing in support of an out-
standing school board candidate, 
Joan Laursen. I have known Joan 
personally for many years and have 
always respected her dedication to 
both the educational system and 
the education of her own children. 
Joan is not interested in just making 
sure kids can meet the barest mini-
mum standards. She is interested in 
a higher standard of learning. Not 
just reading, but reading sophisti-
cated texts. Not just math basics, 
but math essentials a child needs 
for college. I have seen this in how 
she raises and educates her own 
children and how dedicated she 
was as a PTA president. Also, she 
has been extremely hands-on with 
higher learning activities, leading 
Destination Imagination teams and 
supporting school band programs.
 Joan has a wealth of educational 
information and experience, and a 
whole lot of common sense. Just 
the kind of person I want in charge 
of my kids’ education. Join me in 
voting for Joan Laursen for Pleasan-
ton School Board in the November 
election. 

Rhonda Chase

McNerney works for 
education
Dear Editor,
 In our desperate economic times, 
the prices of education have risen 
while the resources for it have sig-
nificantly declined. Congressman 
McNerney has made it apparent 
that he wishes to instill educational 
reform that will make class sizes 
smaller, decrease tuitions and fees, 
and provide schools with the tech-
nology needed to enhance their 
learning environments. He is cur-
rently lobbying for Pell Grants that 
will help children gain access to 
loans for a college education. Fur-
thermore, he has saved a significant 
amount of money for after school 
tutoring programs and help centers 
to aid children in the public school 
systems in achieving their goals 
and becoming eligible for higher 
education such as college. McNer-
ney’s plans for educational reform 
are a step in the right direction, and 
it is important that we as a commu-
nity recognize his efforts and keep 
him in office to fulfill these goals 
that will only better our education 
system that is currently facing deep 
turmoil.

Anika Nayyar
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Not in character

Dear Editor,
 Pleasanton’s goal is to be a Com-
munity of Character. There are 
six characteristics that define that 
goal. They are on banners at every 
school, around the city office build-
ings and hung from the Pleasanton 
sign on Main Street. The schools 
even select students for awards 
who conduct themselves in the 
definition of each characteristic.
 I was one of the many seniors 
who was present at the City Coun-
cil meeting on Sept. 7 where the 
council approved the long awaited 
Staples Ranch project. I congratu-
late and thank them for that.
 During the open forum portion 
of the meeting I witnessed three 
individuals speak who have no 
concept of what these Pleasanton 
characteristics mean. I won’t em-
barrass them further by naming 
them. They embarrassed them-
selves enough at that meeting. Four 
of the characteristics — Compas-
sion, Self-discipline, Respect and 
Integrity — were brutally violated 
in their tirades against the City 

Council and its members. One of 
these speakers is running for Pleas-
anton City Council in this election. 
I hope every voter checks the coun-
cil minutes and votes accordingly.
 We are continually trying to edu-
cate our children with the city’s 
stated goals and this incident was a 
poor example for them all.

Alvin Baer

Laursen for trustee

Dear Editor,
 I have known Joan Laursen for 
seven years, since our daughters 
were in kindergarten. We’ve vol-
unteered in classrooms and par-
ticipated in many school functions 
together. Joan and I have also 
worked closely coaching Destina-
tion Imagination teams for the past 
several years. During this time, 
we’ve talked ... a lot. Joan is the 
most passionate advocate of public 
education for all children of anyone 
I’ve ever met. Several years ago, 
Joan took it upon herself to learn 
how public schools are funded. As 
a result of her efforts and her finan-

11th Congressional District — Jerry McNerney (D-Pleasanton)
10th State Senate District — Ellen Corbett (D-San Leandro)
15th State Assembly District — Abram Wilson (R-San Ramon)
18th State Assembly District — Mary Hayashi (D-Castro Valley)
20th State Assembly District — No endorsement
Pleasanton Mayor — Jennifer Hosterman
Pleasanton City Council (2 seats available) — Cheryl Cook-Kallio, 
Jerry Thorne
Pleasanton School Board (2 seats available) — Jeff Bowser, Joan 
Laursen

State Propositions:
Proposition 19, formally known as the Regulate, Control and Tax 
Cannabis Act of 2010, would allow people 21 or older to “possess, 
cultivate or transport” marijuana. Vote No. 

Proposition 20, would remove the state Legislature from the pro-
cess of drawing up Congressional districts and place the responsibil-
ity with the Citizens Redistricting Commission. Vote Yes.

Proposition 21, would place $18 annual surcharge on all vehicles 
registered after Jan. 1 for State Parks and Wildlife Conservation 
Trust Fund. Vote No.

Proposition 22, would stop state from borrowing or redirecting 
funds from cities, counties and special districts in order to shore up 
holes in California’s general fund. Vote Yes.

Proposition 23, would suspend “global warming solution” law 
until statewide unemployment rate drops to 5.5% or less for four 
consecutive quarters. Vote Yes. 

Proposition 24, seeks to repeal recently passed legislation that 
would allow businesses to lower their liability tax. Vote No. 

Proposition 25, would reduce the two-thirds threshold required in 
both the Assembly and state Senate to pass a budget, to a simple 
majority vote. Vote No. 

Proposition 26 would require that certain state and local fees be 
approved by a two-thirds vote of the responsible governing body. 
Vote Yes. 

Proposition 27 seeks to dissolve the Citizens Redistricting Com-
mission and place the responsibility of drawing districts for both 
state and national office back into the hands of the Legislature. 
Vote No.

EDITORIAL

Pleasanton Weekly endorsements

THE OPINION OF THE WEEKLY

See LETTERS on Page 10



Page 10 October 29, 2010 Pleasanton Weekly

OPINION

cial background, Joan knows more 
about the environment surround-
ing our public schools than anyone 
I know. She is also calm, rational, 
and logical. Joan listens equally to 
all sides and seems always to know 
how to tactfully return the con-
versation to its main purpose. The 
Pleasanton Unified School District 
is a vital and visible part of our 
community. Joan’s strong commu-
nity background, school funding 
knowledge, and leadership skills 
are just what our city needs in a 
school board member as we navi-
gate the next several years together. 
Please join me in voting for Joan 
Laursen for school board.

Gale Naylor

‘A no-nonsense leader’

Dear Editor,
 I am writing to express my sup-
port for Joan Laursen for School 
Board. Joan has spent the last 
15 years committing thousands 
of hours to support Pleasanton 
schools. Most recently, Joan served 
as the Co-Chair of the PPIE’s CORE 
Fundraising campaign which en-
abled our schools to retain valuable 
educational services.
 Having served on numerous dis-
trict committees as well as serving 
as the president of Pleasanton PTA 
Council, Joan has gained in-depth 
knowledge of school finance and 
education issues. With this im-
mense knowledge and experience, 
Joan will be able to step into the 
role of School Board Member and 
immediately make a positive im-
pact on our children’s education.
 Joan has proven to be a no-
nonsense leader clearly focused on 
improving the quality of education 
in Pleasanton. Please join me in 
voting for Joan Laursen for School 
Board in November.

Teri Banholzer

Don’t vote  
for incumbents
Dear Editor,
 Mayor Hosterman, Jerry Thorne 
and Cheryl Cook-Kallio do not de-
serve the public’s trust, nor do they 
deserve your vote. They attempted 
to confuse and mislead the voters 
with their competing Measure QQ 
with the poison pill clause in an 
attempt to foil the citizen-launched 
Measure PP. They failed to enact 
ridge-land protection as a council, 
and approved the Oak Grove de-
velopment without the Planning 
Commission’s approval.
 They purposefully and willfully 
attempted to thwart the will of the 
public by submitting the gutless 
Measure QQ, which was little more 
than a plan to create a plan. Even 
after Measure PP passed, these in-
cumbents decided, rather than re-
scind their approval, to have Pleas-
anton voters decide on Oak Grove. 
As if we were not clear when we 
voted for Measure PP.
 They misled the public with re-
gard to the Oak Grove develop-
ment, and tried to infer that the 
homes would not be built on the 
ridges: Google maps and the city’s 
own grading map prove the man-
sions were to be built on ridges. 

These incumbents worked hard 
against the will of the people, and 
provided the developer with every 
possible advantage.
 Claiming they did not get their 
message across, after the developer 
spent more than $565,000, is hard 
to swallow. I believe they betrayed 
their duty to the public. 
 We should not condone their 
actions by voting for any of these 
incumbents. Restore representa-
tive government back to our City 
Council. Please vote for Cindy 
McGovern for Mayor, and Karla 
Brown for City Council.

John Carroll

McGovern for mayor

Dear Editor,
 We’re supporting Cindy McGov-
ern for Mayor because of what we 
view as a major leadership deficien-
cy of Mayor Jennifer Hosterman. 
The Pleasanton Weekly comments 
that they agree that Mayor Hoster-
man “sometimes ignores constitu-
ents who address the council” and 
they hope she “spends more time 
listening and evaluating good sug-
gestions from the lectern....” The 
characteristic the Weekly refers to 
goes beyond council meetings, as 
the mayor appears to be only inter-
ested in advancing her own agen-
da. Therefore, she does not need to 
listen to the advice of residents.
 We’re in agreement with the 
Weekly when they say, “Cindy 
McGovern has been our long-time 
favorite on the City Council, and 
before that for the years she served 
on the Pleasanton school board. 
She’d make a good mayor...” We 
were disappointed that they then 
supported our current mayor. We 
urge you to vote McGovern for 
mayor.
 We’re concerned that the mayor’s 
financial support from unions and 
political action committees may 
influence her decisions more than 
the advice of residents. We are 
glad that McGovern is running a 
grassroots campaign that does not 
accept campaign financing from 
any special interest. McGovern is 
focused on the betterment of Pleas-
anton and devotes her energies 
where they’ll do the most good — 
she works for Pleasanton residents.
 Please vote for Cindy McGovern.

Dennis de Freitas

Vote McGovern, Brown

Dear Editor,
 Elect Cindy McGovern as mayor 
and Karla Brown as City Coun-
cil member to bring trustworthi-
ness back to local government. 
McGovern and Brown, endorsed 
by The Independent, Valley Times 
and Tri-Valley Herald, will fight for 
the reforms needed to stop gov-
ernment employee pension-spiking 
that already costs taxpayers way 
too much.
 Public employee pensions have 
mushroomed out of control. Hoster-
man, Cook-Kallio and Thorne 
voted in favor of a last-minute 
retroactive raise for the recently re-
tired city attorney. This resulted in 
a jaw-dropping, gold-plated pen-
sion per year for which we foot the 
bill. Fiscally responsible McGovern 
voted against this pension-spiking 
raise.

 When the incumbents caved to 
special interests and reneged on the 
city-signed Staples Ranch Memo-
randum of Understanding (MOU), 
the city incurred needless litigation 
costs.
 When the incumbents failed to 
rezone land to meet state housing 
requirements, not only did their 
inaction result in the loss of the 
housing cap, but the city incurred 
over a million dollars in litigation 
costs. Someone must step in and 
stop this financial train wreck.
 McGovern and Brown will de-
liver. They’ll represent the citizens, 
not special interests and will bring 
credibility back to local govern-
ment.
 Please join me and vote for 
McGovern and Brown on Nov. 2.

Anne Fox

Thanks to Jerry Thorne

Dear Editor,
 Play Ball! It’s easy for all ages 
to do so in Pleasanton thanks to 
Vice Mayor/City Councilman Jerry 
Thorne, who is seeking re-election 
on Nov. 2. Thanks to Jerry’s atten-
tion to sports, the playfields at Don-
lon School have been improved, at 
Pleasanton Middle School the tennis 
courts now have lights and resurfac-
ing, and renovation has spiffed up 
the athletic fields at Amador Valley 
Community Park. But Jerry is not 
just a “good sport,” he has earned 
excellent grades for his classroom 
help. He has chaired the school dis-
trict/City Council liaison committee 
and backed the city with its $1.2 
million line of credit to help the 
school district’s cash flow and meet 
debt service payments. A man for all 
reasons, a man for all seasons. Vote 
Jerry Thorne. 

Jennifer Pearce

Laursen’s expertise 
needed
Dear Editor,
 I wholeheartedly support Joan 
Laursen for the Pleasanton school 
board in the November election. 
Joan has worked tirelessly for the 
past 15 years on numerous school 
and community organizations in 
Pleasanton and will bring a good 
background in financial analysis to 
the board. She worked in the bank-
ing industry for a number of years 
resulting in a solid understanding 
of governance, oversight and fis-
cal accountability. Her expertise is 
just what we need in these chal-
lenging economic times. Pleasan-
ton is fortunate to have someone 
of Joan’s experience and qualifica-
tions willing to serve the Pleasan-
ton community as a school board 
trustee. I encourage you to vote for 
Joan Laursen for Pleasanton school 
board on Nov. 2.

Dorothy Bishop, immediate 
past president, Livermore-

Pleasanton-Dublin branch of 
the American Association of 

University Women

Cook-Kallio for council

Dear Editor,
 Sometimes things are going so 
well we forget to notice what’s been 
done by those responsible for the 
success. One of the people respon-
sible for the stability of Pleasanton 

is Cheryl Cook-Kallio. In addition 
to being a committed teacher, she 
is passionate about our govern-
ment, especially in her home city 
of Pleasanton. During her tenure as 
a city councilwoman, she has:
■ Helped push through the Ston-
eridge drive completion
■ Been an advocate of the senior 
housing projects including Kot-
tinger Ranch
■ Tried to bridge opposing sides by 
being the voice of reason
■ Been responsive to those who 
have contacted her regarding is-
sues
■ Helped maintain and build our 
$22 million reserve through cutting 
expenses with no layoffs
 Throughout the downturn in the 
economy, Pleasanton has survived 
and remained fiscally sound — a 
feat in and of itself considering 
other cities in the Bay Area. Cheryl 
and the current council have con-
tributed and spearheaded the ef-
forts to keep us that way. I urge you 
to vote for Cheryl Cook-Kallio for 
Pleasanton City Council. 

Jennifer Olson

Time to restore trust

Dear Editor,
 Cindy McGovern and Karla 
Brown are the right choices for 
mayor and City Council. It’s long 
overdue to restore trust in local 
government.
 Incumbents Jennifer Hoster-
man, Cheryl Cook-Kallio and Jerry 
Thorne have been inundated with 
developer/corporation/union/PAC 
campaign funding. Public sector 
union employees have endorsed 
them. With the city now faced with 
$120 million of unfunded liabilities 
for pensions and fiscally unsus-
tainable union contracts, we need 
Cindy McGovern and Karla Brown, 
who have the courage to restore 
fiscal responsibility.
 In addition, Hosterman, Cook-
Kallio and Thorne, with their 
special interest money, have been 
pawns of the developers, with a 
herd of expensive consultants to in-
vent and package their every move. 
They failed to protect Pleasanton’s 
ridgelines. Time and time again, 
they’ve ignored their constituents 
in favor of special interests.
 Cindy McGovern and Karla 
Brown do the detailed research and 
ground work to come to their own 
conclusions, and have the back-
ing of the Valley Times, Tri-Valley 
Herald, the Independent and an 
ever-growing grassroots base.
 To restore representative govern-
ment that we can trust, it is time for 
leadership with individuals with 
high energy, strong principles, a 
“can do” attitude, who have reputa-
tions for telling the truth.
 Elect Cindy McGovern Mayor 
and Karla Brown to City Council 
on Nov. 2.

Kay Ayala, City 
Councilmember 1996-2004

Vote for City Hall change

Dear Editor,
 We have a candidate for mayor 
and one for City Council that dem-
onstrates their understanding and 
commitment to the residents of 
Pleasanton. Cindy McGovern for 
Mayor and Karla Brown for City 

Council.
 In a time when the actions of 
Pleasanton’s mayor has given us 
great reason to lose trust in govern-
ment, Cindy McGovern stands out 
as the people’s candidate. While 
our current mayor has given special 
access and supports the developers 
who have lined her campaign with 
large donations, Cindy consistently 
stands up for the residents. Cindy 
has always made herself accessible 
to the public and has done great 
things in this community as a City 
Council member and as our School 
Board Trustee and School Board 
President, earning her awards as 
Pleasanton Weekly “Woman of the 
Year” and the Mayor’s Award for 
Community Service.
 When our elected officials have 
not been responsive to the resi-
dents, Karla Brown has been there 
as a community advocate. A long-
time resident and Pleasanton busi-
ness person, Karla worked tirelessly 
in bringing ridgeline protections to 
the voters as well as standing up 
to PG&E when they attempted to 
put untested, high-voltage trans-
mission lines through the middle of 
Pleasanton neighborhoods. Local 
papers state that Karla stands out 
as the only one who fully supports 
the will of the voters on hillside 
development.
 It’s time to restore City Hall as 
a place where the elected officials 
work for us, not against us.
 Join me in voting Cindy McGov-
ern for Mayor and Karla Brown for 
City Council.

Steve Brozosky

Re-elect Cook-Kallio

Dear Editor,
 I have felt very privileged to live 
in the city of Pleasanton so I was not 
surprised when the city was recently 
voted one of the top 100 cities in the 
United States. As a 39-year resident 
I have enjoyed the excellent schools 
and terrific amenities that are pro-
vided for residents; this didn’t occur 
by accident it took hard work plan-
ning and leadership
 It is important that we re-elect 
Cheryl Cook-Kallio to Pleasanton 
City Council. She possesses com-
mon sense and has the ability to 
bring people from throughout the 
community together.
 She has shown leadership in fis-
cal management, making sure the 
city has a balanced budget, while 
maintaining a healthy reserve. She 
works tirelessly, does the research 
necessary, and has the vision to 
understand all sides of an issue.
 Four years ago she was the one 
who had the political will to do 
what was right in promoting the 
completion of Stoneridge Drive, 
paving the way for annexation of 
the Staples Ranch area. We need 
leaders like Cheryl Cook-Kallio 
who knows how government 
works, has the ability to get things 
done, and cares about Pleasanton. 
She is supported by a wide range 
of individuals from our commu-
nity; please join me in supporting 
Cheryl Cook-Kallio for City Coun-
cil in Pleasanton on Nov. 2.

Erlene DeMarcus, Former 
BART Director

LETTERS
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Officials need to listen

Dear Editor,
 Throw the (Pleasanton) Bums 
Out.
 Mayor Hosterman has stated she 
doesn’t believe the citizens should 
have the right to circulate initiatives 
or referend specific council actions; it 
was certainly OK for herself when she 
opposed the original Oak Grove (Kot-
tinger Hills) housing development. 
Councilwoman Cook-Kallio has also 
stated that the citizens should not 
question their government officials 
once they have been elected; and 
she teaches high school government 
classes. Both have said we should just 
vote them out of office if we don’t like 
the way they vote.
 Not only have Hosterman and 
Cook-Kallio ignored the citizens 
of Pleasanton after they voted for 
hillside protections several times, 
they actually fought the voters by 
placing competing measures on the 
ballot and then actively campaigned 
against their constituents. They are 
still at it and have enabled several 
lawsuits against the city by their ac-
tions. This is no way for leaders of a 
“Community of Character” to act.
 Let’s take their advice and vote 
both of them out of office. We need 
elected officials that actually listen 
to their citizens rather than ratio-
nalize their way around them. Vote 
Cindy McGovern for Mayor and 
Karla Brown for City Council.

Nicole Johnson

Cook Kallio for council

Dear Editor,
 I endorse Cheryl Cook Kallio for 
Council because Cheryl:
■ Carefully studies information 
and has a thorough understanding 
of issues;
■ Listens to citizens and challenges 
information if gaps or questions so 
she can make the most thoughtful 
decisions;
■ Is not afraid to push back to all 
sides (developers, staff, citizens) to 
get to the best information to make 
these decisions.
 I believe Cheryl always strives to 
make the best/balanced decisions to 
keep Pleasanton such a special com-
munity to live in. For example, even 
when Cheryl has taken a position 
that we differ on, she has a strong 
rationale for that decision and it 
is clear she has studied it carefully 
and weighed all sides. In summary, 
I strongly recommend re-electing 
Cheryl as she demonstrates what I 
believe leadership is all about: Being 
well informed, objective, willing to 
take on important issues, always 
striving to make the best decisions 
to support Pleasanton, and continu-
ally learning and growing.

Nancy Allen

Thorne for council

Dear Editor,
 I am writing this letter in sup-
port of Jerry Thorne for Pleasanton 
City Council. I have known Jerry 
for 15 years and have admired his 
work ethic and his ability to build 
a consensus. 
 I met Jerry in the 1990s when 
we were new to Pleasanton and he 

led the grassroots effort to build 
a 50-meter pool and renovate the 
aquatic center. Jerry skillfully put 
together a coalition of people with 
varying backgrounds and skills to 
be the voice of Pleasanton to get the 
pool built. This included a stand 
against the developer of Ruby Hill 
over the issue of park fees. Jerry 
saw a need and acted on it.
 I also admire Jerry for his willing-
ness to check all sides of an issue. 
When Jerry was running for City 
Council a few years ago and the 
West Las Positas interchange was an 
issue, he investigated all sides and 
concluded that there was a huge 
safety issue and the interchange was 
no longer prudent. It took a signifi-
cant amount of courage to change 
his mind, but I have no doubt that 
his position was driven by what he 
viewed as in the city’s best interest.
 I know there are positions that 
Jerry and I may not see eye to eye on; 
however, I am confident of this: Jerry 
makes decisions on what he truly 
believes is best for Pleasanton, not 
for any personal agenda or motive. I 
would urge everyone to vote for Jerry 
Thorne for Pleasanton City Council.

Laura Darrow

Thorne is experienced

Dear Editor,
 Retain Jerry Thorne on Pleas-
anton’s City Council. There’s been 
a lot of talk this campaign about 
“special interests” having an influ-
ence in Pleasanton politics. I’m a 
long-term Pleasanton resident and 
have known Jerry Thorne for seven 
years. I’ve watched him on the City 
Council. The only special interest he 
answers to is the city of Pleasanton. 
I believe he has consistently had the 
best interests of the city as a whole 
in mind as he has worked through 
the issues. He raised the issue of city 
finances and the challenge of fund-
ing growing pension obligations 
back before the recession began, 
when things were booming. Pretty 
accurate foresight, I would argue.
 Given the current challenges fac-
ing Pleasanton I think it’s important 
we retain a strong level of experience 
on our City Council. The current 
slate of candidates can be placed in 
two groups: those with the needed 
experience and those without. Let’s 
retain those with the experience; let’ 
s retain Jerry Thorne.

Arne Olson

Demonstrated leadership

Dear Editor,
 Please join me in electing Joan 
Laursen and Jeff Bowser, two highly 
qualified, deeply experienced Pleas-
anton leaders. Laursen and Bowser 
combined have over 30 years of 
demonstrated leadership and close 
involvement in our schools.
 Laursen is the past president of 
the Pleasanton PTA Council, has 
served numerous years on school 
site councils, is a co-founder of our 
Community Outreach for Educa-
tion (CORE) program and a mem-
ber of our district’s Budget Advi-
sory Committee. A financial analyst 
by training, Laursen spent 12 years 
in the financial services industry 
and brings a solid understanding 
of governance, oversight and fiscal 
accountability to the board.
 Bowser is a past School PTA 

President, member of our district 
Budget Advisory Committee, Legis-
lative Chairman of the PTA Council, 
and a longtime coach and leader in 
numerous youth based programs. 
Bowser brings a master’s degree 
in Educational Leadership and 13 
years experience as a teacher and 
school administrator. Bowser’s de-
cade-long experience in business 
and management in the private sec-
tor provides a solid foundation for 
policy development, governance 
and fiscal management.
 Both Laursen and Bowser are 
committed to continued academic 
and social excellence and will join 
me in supporting programs that 
meet the needs of all our students, 
open and active communication 
with the community, and ensuring 
fiscal responsibility.
 I encourage you to join me in vot-
ing for Joan Laursen and Jeff Bowser 
for Pleasanton School Board.
Chris Grant, President, PUSD 

Board of Trustees

Vote David Harmer

Dear Editor,
 Your recent endorsement of Con-
gressman Jerry McNerney was a dis-
appointment, but hardly a surprise. 
By focusing on predictable pre-
election posturing and the largesse 
Mr. McNerney has facilitated via 
his “Stimulus” vote, you apparently 
disregarded the fact that he and 
the current Congress have placed 
our country in a tenuous financial 
position. Sadly, your endorsement 
confirms that public political sup-
port may indeed be purchased by 
spending other people’s money in 
the right places.
 I’m hopeful that the majority of 
people in the 11th District believe 
it is more important to do the right 
thing for our country instead and 
will vote David Harmer into office 
on Nov. 2.

Tamy L. Shaw

Trust Jerry Thorne

Dear Editor,
 As the time nears to mark our 
ballots, I am mindful of the vast 
range of endorsements for one 
Pleasanton City Council candidate, 
Jerry Thorne. I believe it is a matter 
of trusting Jerry. From business to 
labor, from much of our citizenry 
to our four local newspapers (Jerry 
is the only candidate to receive en-
dorsements from the quartet), it’s a 
recognizable fact that Jerry Thorne 
can be trusted to do the right thing 
for our community. His record as 
vice mayor/city councilman shows 
he has done the right thing for all 
of us, from school kids to the vet-
eran and military families to senior 
citizens. I want my vote to help re-
elect Jerry Thorne, a trusted voice 
in our community.

Kathy Narum

Keep incumbents

Dear Editor,
 Challenging times require deliber-
ate leaders who study all the facts 
and make informed decisions for the 
benefit of all our citizens, not just one 
neighborhood or clique. We voters in 
Pleasanton face a clear choice in next 
month’s election. Three candidates 
stand out well above their challeng-

ers in terms of the ability to carefully 
consider all issues and act decisively. 
Re-elect Mayor Jennifer Hosterman, 
and Councilmembers Cheryl Cook-
Kallio and Jerry Thorne.

Ward Belding

Piderit uniquely qualified

Dear Editor,
 Pleasanton Unified School 
District is lucky in many ways: 
dedicated teachers, hard-working 
students, passionate parents, ex-
perienced management, and open-
minded union leadership. With 
so much to celebrate and protect, 
PUSD board members must navi-
gate carefully when guiding our 
district through current financial 
challenges. They each must exam-
ine the value of existing programs, 
weigh the risks and rewards of new 
ideas, and dare to innovate while 
seeking lasting solutions for all 
Pleasanton students.
 Among the three excellent can-
didates, Sandy Piderit is uniquely 
qualified to offer fresh perspective 
as a board member. Sandy and her 
family moved to California in 2007, 
bringing with her a decade of teach-
ing experience, a passion for educa-
tion, and an outsider’s clear view of 
the challenges facing our district. I’ve 
been impressed with her thoughtful-
ness and engagement during district 
budget negotiations and during the 
superintendent search. I share with 
her a belief that Pleasanton Unified 
can be a model for creative solutions 
to California’s education challenges, 
combining our proud legacy of ex-
cellence with open-minded, clear-
eyed innovation. Join me in voting 
for Sandy Piderit for School Board 
on Nov. 2.

Jeff Dormer, Business Owner 
and Parent

Reaffirm good work

Dear Editor,
 Our country and our state are 
faced with very challenging times. 
Here in Pleasanton we are very 
fortunate to be weathering the eco-
nomic storm better than most. The 
only way for things to remain the 
way they are is by electing good 
leaders who listen, then act in the 
best interests of everyone in town. 
 On Nov. 2, we have the oppor-
tunity to reaffirm the good work of 
Mayor Jennifer Hosterman, Coun-
cil Members Jerry Thorne and 
Cheryl Cook-Kallio to keep Pleas-
anton moving forward, on fiscally 
solid ground, while continuing to 
provide our community with the 
services we all value.
 On Tuesday, Nov. 2, vote for 
Mayor Jennifer Hosterman, and 
Council Members Cheryl Cook-
Kallio and Jerry Thorne.

Vic Malatesta

Chamber and politics

Dear Editor,
 I am at once befuddled and be-
mused at Matt Sullivan’s constant 
hand-wringing over the chamber’s 
involvement in local politics (Let-
ters. Oct. 8). The business com-
munity’s collective voice when it 
comes to electing a mayor and City 
Council members has been success-
ful, as Sullivan correctly points out. 
He would rather business sit on the 

sidelines while a small percentage 
of residents decide its fate, electing 
those who will vote on critical is-
sues impacting the local economy. 
As a sitting council member, Sul-
livan should know that business 
contributes over 60% of what drives 
the health and well-being of our 
community, mostly in the form of 
sales and property taxes. To infer 
the business community should not 
have an opinion and not support 
candidates is naive. He should sug-
gest that to the PTA and teachers 
union when it comes to electing our 
school board members.

David Bouchard

Karla for council

Dear Editor,
 Please join me in voting for Karla 
Brown for Pleasanton City Coun-
cil. Karla favors planning decisions 
that originate from a consensus of 
Pleasanton’s citizens — not outside 
interests. As Karla’s treasurer I can 
validate that 100% of contributions 
to Karla’s campaign are from Pleas-
anton. Residents support Karla’s 
principled stances respecting the 
value of Pleasanton’s surrounding 
undisturbed open spaces and sce-
nic resources. Karla is also an in-
dependent businesswoman smart 
enough to shape the Pleasanton of 
tomorrow in balance with Pleasan-
ton’s small-town pace of life. Please 
vote Karla Brown for City Council.

Matt Morrison

Vote No on Prop. 23

 I read your piece in the Editorial 
section, “A Primer on the Proposi-
tions: Nine Choices Before Califor-
nia Voters.” I noticed in particular 
your suggestion that voters support 
Proposition 23 and I disagree.
 Proposition 23 relaxes pollution 
standards in California by suspend-
ing Assembly Bill 32 until the unem-
ployment rate drops to 5.5% or less 
for four consecutive quarters. The 
Weekly states, “Sounds reasonable at 
a time when unemployment and the 
need for job growth head everyone’s 
priority list.” When considering an 
issue as important as AB32, we can-
not simply make a decision based on 
the proposition sounding “reason-
able.” We must think priorities first. 
Jobs are important; however, the fu-
ture of climate change is on thin ice. 
Changing the course of our attempts 
at preserving the environment and 
helping the Earth is not the answer. 
Green jobs, Yes! Relaxing pollution 
standards, No!
 AB32 (the “global warming solu-
tions act”) was enacted in 2006 to 
take a stand on the air we breathe, 
our environment, our health and 
our ability to create green jobs. 
California has become a leader in 
reducing the nationwide carbon 
footprint and move away from our 
dependency on fossil fuels. 
 Proposition 32 is backed by oil 
companies and others motivated 
by profits and are not interested in 
preservation. The American Lung 
Association is encouraging Califor-
nia voters to vote No on Proposi-
tion 23. Our health is at stake.
 Protect your health, our air and our 
environment. Vote No on Prop. 23.

Sophia Holbrook, seventh-
grader, Harvest Park Middle 

School

OPINION
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 Gioia was joined by Liz Kniss 
of the Santa Clara Board of Su-
pervisors, who said counties have 
already seen a 12% cut in funding. 
Kniss said Prop. 22 would make 
counties and cities adversaries.
 Kathy Long, chairwoman of the 
Ventura County Board of Supervi-
sors, said the proposition would 
have “unintended consequences,” 
specifically that county funding for 
health and human services and 
public safety would be cut.
 The three county officials, along 
with Matt Rexroad of the Yolo 
County Board of Supervisors, urged 
people to vote No on Prop 22, call-
ing it ballot box budgeting.
 “When you do this kind of lack of 
real reform, lack of real dialog — one 
that has a catchy title,” Long said, “it’s 
disingenuous to all the voters.”
 But Hosterman said that Prop. 
22 is a straightforward measure 
that simply ensures that existing 
local tax dollars and existing gas 
taxes cannot be taken away by the 

state Legislature again.
 “This past year, Pleasanton has 
had to defer the replacement of 
aging fire equipment due to the 
threat of further state takeaways,” 
she said. “Proposition 22 would le-
gally keep locally generated tax dol-
lars in our community. In addition, 
Prop. 22 will prevent the state from 
taking or diverting gas taxes we pay 
at the pump that voters dedicated to 
transportation improvements such 
as pothole repairs, traffic congestion 
relief and mass transit.”
 She continued, “More important-
ly, during these tough economic 
times Prop. 22 will not increase 
taxes. This bill is supported by a 
broad and diverse coalition of pub-
lic safety, business, taxpayer groups, 
labor, community groups, senior 
and local governments groups in-
cluding AAA Northern California, 
the Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Group, 
California Chamber of Commerce, 
the California Library Association 
and more than 300 California cities 
and towns, including Pleasanton.”

Reporter Glenn Wohltmann 
contributed to this report.

briefing room, report writing room 
and lunch room. We kept track 
of all calls with paper and pencil. 
Everything was done manually.”

Fraser has a bachelor’s degree 

from the University of San Fran-
cisco and a master’s degree from 
Cal Poly University, Pomona. He 
graduated from Command Col-
lege in 1996 and the FBI National 
Academy in 2001. He has lived in 
Pleasanton for more than 27 years 
with his wife Diane. They have 

two daughters, Valerie and Stacie.
 Fialho said recruitment for 
Fraser’s successor will begin im-
mediately with the final selection 
probably occurring in the March/
April timeframe. Interim com-
mand will be provided by Capts. 
Eric Finn and Dave Spiller. 

PROP. 22
Continued from Page 8
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to choose the next mayor. Mayor 
Jennifer Hosterman is seeking her 
fourth and final term against chal-
lenger and Councilwoman Cindy 
McGovern. Seeking the two seats 
available on the City Council are 
incumbent council members Cher-
yl Cook-Kallio and Jerry Thorne, 

being challenged by Realtor Karla 
Brown and Open Heart Kitchen 
administrator Fred Watson.
 Voters in the Pleasanton Unified 
School District can select two of 
three candidates seeking election to 
the school board: Jeff Bowser, Joan 
Laursen or Sandy Piderit. Board 
members Pat Kernan and Jim Ott 
are stepping down this year. 

—Jeb Bing

DISTRICTS
Continued from Page 5
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BY JEB BING
 When you’re planning your h
trips, think Pleasanton.
 That’s the message local merch
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Pleasanton taxpayers are touting 
“Shop Around Pleasanton” camp
 According to a national study, 

indepen
climbed
for citi
shop l
compar
for tho
ties wi
sales pr
the dep
sion du
period 
fell just
paign p
compar
others.
 The 
Pleasan
follows
of the
a nati
founde
Baxter 
March 
 “I t
a free 
es coul
their d
to han
Baxter s

hours, I received more than 350
‘What else have you got?’ So I bu
launched it in mid-afternoon on 
 Baxter is a retail consultant 
is to strengthen independent br
businesses. Having spent 14 year
retail store owner, she knows re
inside out and is now using her s
ies and businesses where many in
struggling, including Pleasanton
 Pamela Ott, Pleasanton’s eco
ment manager, said the Shop Aro
campaign is designed to promot
dining throughout the city, from
neighborhood shopping centers
Shopping Center. But while maj
as Macy’s and JC Penny have 
budgets for advertising, promot
relations, it’s the smaller “mom
stores that lack those kinds of fu
 “If we don’t support them, th
going away,” said Laura Olson,
Pleasanton Downtown Associatio
 In getting the City Counci
spend $58,000 on the Shop Aro
campaign, Ott explained that 
economic climate of the past few
particularly difficult for retail an
tablishments as many consumer
income to spend.
 “While the economic forecas
to have some positive indicators
looking ahead at a slow recovery
 To assist local businesses in rea
tive and profitable upcoming h
season, and as part of the city’s 
maintaining a stable local econo
agreed to fund the shop local cam
 “This will benefit merchants 

Allen Xiao

Financial Service Professional
CA Insurance Lic. # 0E08340
NY Lic# 1132871
NV Lic# 666263
Tel (925) 979-2387
 (510) 494-0128 x 25
Fax (510) 494-0108
Email: hxiao@finsvcs.com

v College Savings Plan

v Retirement Plan

v Life Insurance

v Annuity

v Long Term Care Insurance

v Disability Income Insurance

Registered Representative of and offers securities through MML Investors Services, Inc.  
member SIPC. 2121 N California Blvd Suite 395 Walnut Creek CA 94596 (925) 979-2300.

CRN201206-134552

BY JY EB BING

Aroun
Campaign promotes 
‘shopping local’ to  
help retailers, 
restaurants thrive

Shop

JEB BING

Downtown Pleasanton and the Saturday Farm-
ers Market are usually bustling. To keep sales 
up, the city is starting the new “Shop Around 
Pleasanton” campaign, which includes a 3/50 
project that asks consumers to choose three fa-
vorite businesses and commit to spending $50 
per month in them.

MEDICAL FOUNDATION
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residents and visitors to talk about the shopping 
attributes that are to be found throughout Pleas-
anton,” Ott said. 
 Of course, Pleasanton is not alone in facing a 
continued business slowdown. The office mar-
ket is at an all-time low, few building permits 
have been issued for new housing in recent 
years, and the city of Pleasanton has put a hold 
on hiring and capital spending. Even the school 
district is facing back-to-back budget shortfalls 
because state aid is not keeping up with in-
creased costs and enrollment. Downtown and 
in most neighborhood centers, some stores have 
closed.
 According to financial writer Bruce Watson, 
retail and food service revenues across the coun-
try are at four-year lows and the small business 
loan failure rate has now passed 12%.
 “It’s clear that America’s independent retailers 
need some serious help,” Watson writes. One so-
lution might be the grassroots 3/50 project, which 
asks consumers to choose three favorite busi-
nesses and commit to spending $50 per month in 
them.”
 “That’s what we are hoping happens here,” the 
PDA’s Olson said. “We want to remind people 
that purchases made here benefit our commu-
nity. If we want to remain a vibrant, active town, 
we need vibrant and active businesses.”
 Pleasanton’s campaign got under way last 
month with a retail seminar for local merchants. 
Ott and her team, including the city’s Economic 
Vitality Committee that she handles, discussed 
promotional opportunities with other sponsors, 
including the PDA, Pleasanton Chamber of 
Commerce, Hacienda Business Park Owners As-
sociation and the Stoneridge Shopping Center.
 “The campaign is both innovative and timely 
in that it uses a social networking platform to 
engage merchants and consumers in an ongoing 
dialogue about shopping around Pleasanton,” Ott 
said. “This online approach is being augmented 
by traditional marketing outreach, including 
posters, postcards and media advertising.
 “A highlight of the campaign is a $1,000 Pleas-
anton gift card that will incentivize consumers 
to share their favorite local shopping experience 
and thereby encourage others to participate,” Ott 
added.
 The campaign, which runs through the end of 
the year, includes a downtown art walk from 6 to 
9 p.m. on the third Thursday of each month, and 
the Magical Holiday Evening on Friday, Nov. 19.
 The next day, the PDA and the Livermore 
downtown association are co-sponsoring a 7 a.m. 
“shopping extravaganza” in downtown Pleasan-
ton, with a call to shoppers to come dressed in 
their pajamas to get their Christmas shopping 
started as soon as they get out of bed.
 Called “Earlier than the Bird,” Olson said the 
Saturday, Nov. 20 shopping program follows 
a similar one Livermore has been conducting 
for the last four years and also comes a week 
ahead of “Black Friday,” the traditional start of 
Christmas shopping on the day after Thanks-
giving.
 Using public funds, Ott also is expanding her 
promotion of Pleasanton’s shopping opportuni-
ties in publicity written for Bay Area media and 
through other promotions. A consulting agency 
she has hired also has conducted telephone sur-
veys asking Pleasanton residents why they shop 
in Pleasanton or why they don’t, and out-of-town 
shoppers here are also being asked about the ad-
vantages Pleasanton businesses offer that keeps 
them coming back.  

 
PUTT with PAULA CREAMER’S Putter!!

(Open to the Public)

PAY $5 FOR AN OPPORTUNITY TO WIN $10,000 
on Saturday October 30th from 1:00-3:00pm on the Hill Course.  

For more information contact Jami Rodriguez at 
jrodriguez@castlewoodcc.org or 925.485.2239

Thank you Paula Creamer for coming home to Castlewood Country Club  
and allowing us to display your trophy.

ArborsArborsArborsArbors

575 Boulder Court . Pleasanton   925.426.9620

B o r g F e n c e . c o m

575 Boulder Court . Pleasanton   925.426.9620

FencesFencesFencesFences

DecksDecksDecksDecks
& ore!& m !& !!!&& ore!ore!& mm& m

#7# 717176767633333

Over 20 years of
Exceptional Customer Service
Highest Quality Products
Great Selections

Showroom and Factory
located at 4225 Stanley Blvd
near downtown Pleasanton

We also do...

(Locally Owned and Operated)

Directory aims to boost  
Pleasanton business, shopping
 The “shop local” movement is gain-
ing visibility and supporters through-
out the nation, as studies have shown 
that communities benefit more from 
dollars spent close to home.
 Research has shown that 68% of 
the money spent at a locally owned 
business remains in the community, 
compared to only 43% for national 
chain-store purchases.
 The “Shop Local” program conducted 
this holiday season by the city of Pleas-
anton, Pleasanton Chamber of Com-
merce and the Pleasanton Downtown 
Association will be closely followed by 
another program to connect Pleasanton 
shoppers with local businesses.
 A new website — a directory of near-
ly all businesses in Pleasanton — will 
feature profiles of companies, special 
offers and coupons, restaurant menus, 
photos, maps, event announcements 
and more.
 The program is a collaboration of 
the Pleasanton Weekly, the city of 
Pleasanton, the Pleasanton Chamber of 
Commerce, and the Pleasanton Down-
town Association. Its aim is to raise 
awareness of the products and services 
offered by local merchants and their 
importance to the vitality of the com-
munity.
 With the website, any business phys-
ically located in Pleasanton can create a 
free profile, including photos, product 
offerings, coupons, links to its web-
site, gift certificates and much more. 
Residents can search for businesses by 
name or category, display profiles with 
maps and contact information, browse 
special offers of all merchants, buy gift 
certificates and post comments about 
individual businesses. New offers or 
updates to a business’s profile can be 
quickly spotted through a news feed 
on the site. Look for it after the holi-
days. 

—Gina Channell-Allen

residents and visitors to talk about the shopping

nd Pleasanton
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100 years young
Centenarian attributes 

longevity to physical activity

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
 Lillie Rotta was surrounded by 
quite a crowd when she turned 100 
on Aug. 2. They were mainly family 
members:
■ She is mother to five; 
■ grandmother to 11; 
■ great-grandmother to 16; and 
■ great-great-grandmother to six. 
 that’s not even counting in-laws.
 Lillie attributes her longevity to 
the physical jobs she did growing 
up and the walking she did all her 
life. Plus she never smoked.
 “She never did drive; she used to 
walk forever to get places,” said her 
granddaughter Roxanne Plotts.
 Lillie moved to Pleasanton from 
Oakland in 1968 to be near her 
family. She settled into Kottinger 
Place in 1970, the year it opened. 
 She was born in Montague, 
Texas, as Lillie Pellegrinelli. She 
grew up on a farm with her par-
ents and two sisters and remem-
bers picking cotton and carrying 
it in sacks to be weighed. The 
girls walked about two miles to 
school, rain or shine, and Lillie 
recalls going to church in town 
in a wagon pulled by horses. Her 

parents had an ice box and no 
electricity, just lanterns.
 “At some point her dad bought a 
car and taught himself to drive and 
eventually her older sister learned 
to drive and she could drive them 
to school,” Roxanne said.
 Lillie met her husband, Vincent 
Rotta, at a dance in town, where 
his brothers played the fiddle and 
guitar, and he began to visit her on 
horseback. The couple was married 
and in 1944 they moved to Oak-
land for him to work at a sausage 
factory where his cousins found 
him employment.
 “They came by train, and she 
was nine months pregnant with her 
fifth child,” said Roxanne.
 She worked at Hinks Department 
Store in Berkeley for many years.
 Lillie moved into Parkview Assist-
ed Living about a year ago, where 
she uses a walker to get around.
 “We moved everything over there 
and she has a wall (of photos) for 
each family,” Roxanne said.
 Lillie’s offspring now live in Liv-
ermore, Modesto, Utah and Colo-
rado as well as Pleasanton. The 
extended family gathered at the 
Plotts house in August to celebrate 
its matriarch turning 100.
 “Cousins were there I hadn’t seen 
in years,” said Roxanne. “A nephew 
came out from Texas she hadn’t 
seen.” . 

ROXANNE PLOTTS

Lillie Rotta, a resident of Pleasanton for 42 years, is surrounded on her 100th 
birthday by her children (l-r) Betty Kaufman, Glenna Rotta, Vince Rotta, Le-
nora DiDonato and Maryann Hallum.

Frank I. Belecky 

 Frank I. 
Belecky, 78, 
passed away at 
his Pleasanton 
home on Oct. 23 
at the age of 78.
 He was born 
March 22, 
1932, in Chey-
enne, Wyo. He 
married Patricia Torres on June 
22, 1952, in Cheyenne. They were 
married 52 years prior to her death 
in 2004, and he will be buried next 
to her in St. Augustine’s Catholic 
Cemetery.
 Mr. Belecky served in the U.S. 
Air Force and the Wyoming Air 
National Guard, then attended the 
University of Wyoming. He trans-
ferred to Michigan State University 

and received a bachelor’s degree in 
Administration of Justice. He was 
then hired by the Bureau of Alco-
hol, Tobacco and Firearms and his 
first assignment was in St. Louis, 
Mo. His career also took him to 
management positions in offices in 
Honolulu, Oakland and finally San 
Francisco. He retired from ATF in 
1986 and became a full time real 
estate agent in Pleasanton.
 He is survived by sons Steven 
of Eastlake, Colo., and Michael of 
Pleasanton; daughter Cindy King 
of Tracy; mother Fern Belecky and 
and sister April Belecky Jones, 
both of Cheyenne; 11 grandchil-
dren and four great-grandchil-
dren. Memorial services will be 
held at the Palm Pavilion at the 
Pleasanton Fairground at 2 p.m. 
Nov. 2. Donations may be made 
to www.scleroderma.org or to the 
Cheyenne Frontier Days Old West 
Museum , P.O. Box 2720, Chey-
enne, WY.

Gunmen rob Denny’s 
diners, employees

 Police still are looking for three 
armed men who robbed employees 
and customers at a Denny’s restaurant 
in Pleasanton on Oct. 20. 
 At 11:55 p.m., an employee at the 
restaurant, located at 6455 Owens 
Drive, notified police that an armed 
robbery had just occurred. The em-
ployee told police that three men had 
entered the business, pointed hand-
guns at patrons and employees, and 
fled with cash.

 The suspects were last seen running 
west on Owens Drive toward Johnson 
Drive. Police from Pleasanton and 
Dublin searched the area with the help 
of K-9 units and a California Highway 
Patrol helicopter but failed to locate 
the men, police said. 
 The suspects are described as black 
men in their 20s, dressed in dark 
hooded sweatshirts and black pants. 
They were seen carrying a black duffel 
bag, according to police.
 Anyone with information about the 
crime is asked to contact the Pleasan-
ton Police Department at 931-5100. 

OBITUARIES

POLICE BULLETIN
Photo

Gallery
Share your 

photos  
of sports,  
events,  
travel  
and  

fun stuff at 

PleasantonWeekly.com

Complimentary 
Hot Breakfast Buffet

Complimentary 
Evening Social Hour

Complimentary 
Wireless Internet       

Complimentary Shuttle 
Service to Local Companies

Large One and 
Two Bedroom Suites

Pleasanton 
4545 Chabot Dr.  | CA | 94588

(925) 730-0070

www.pleasanton.summerfieldsuites.hyatt.com
Online Tour and Reservations
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Monday–Friday 6:30 AM–3:30 PM
5685 Gibraltar Drive, Pleasanton, CA 94588

925-847-2911  Fax: 925-847-8217  www.sweetandsavory.com

Order a delicious pumpkin pie 
from Sweet & Savory to complete 

your Thanksgiving meal!

2009

Early Dinner Special
(Served from 4-6 daily)

Any Large Two-Topping Pizza and a Pitcher of Soda for only $25.00 (plus Tax)

(Additional Toppings Available)

Dine-In Only

2010

DO W N T O W N PL E A S A N T O N   405 Main Street  (925) 417-2222  Reservations Accepted

CELEBRATING 
12 YEARS IN 

PLEASANTON
Come enjoy 

your favorites 
or try our 

NEW MENU 
ADDITIONS 
and culinary 

style!!! WEEKLY 
SPECIALS 
that will 

have everyone 
talking...

Come all 
Halloween 
Weekend 
and get your 
TRICK OR 

TREAT card 
for savings 

on your next 
visit!

The Holiday 
Season 

is Almost 
here...

Book your Celebrations  
with us!!!

Call for details

Dates going fast

RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED!

Ristorante
The Taste Of Italy In Bay Area

Enjoy your favorite Italian dishes with our 
seasonal menu and daily specials

925.462.9299
349 Main St., Downtown Pleasanton 

www.fontinas.com

AWARD-WINNING 

RESTAURANT FEATURING:

NEW!

 Join Our VIP Card Program

 3 New Specialties Every Week

 Seasonal & Vegetarian Menus

 Full Bar - Featuring Premium 
   Cocktails

 Open Patio

 Weekend Champagne Brunch 

Children’s Menu
   Kids eat free Mon & Tues

PLEASANTON’S ONLY BREW-PUB!

Live Music
Every Fri & Sat 

 Fri, Oct 29th
 Classic Rock & Roll

 Sat, Oct. 30th
 High Energy  
 Rock & Roll

Daily 
Lunch  

Specials!

ON THE  
TOWN

EEEEE 

AMERICAN
Eddie Papa’s American 
Hangout
4889 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 469-
6266. Winner of The Pleasanton Weekly’s 
Reader Choice Awards for “Best  American 
Food Restaurant” and “Best Meal under 
$20,” Eddie Papa’s American Hangout 
celebrates the regional food and bever-
age cultures of America. Bring the whole 
family to enjoy iconic dishes from across 
the United States, Old World Hospitality, 
and hand crafted artisan cocktails. www.
eddiepapas.com

BARBECUE
Red Smoke Grill
4501 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 734-
0307. Home of the Tri Tip and Blue, Red 
Smoke Grill was Voted Reader’s Choice 
Best 2006, 2007, 2008, and 2010. Dine in 
or take out rotisserie chicken, ribs, prawns, 
salads and tri tip, or pulled pork sandwiches. 
Relax with a beer or a bottle of wine. Visit 
www.redsmokegrill.com. 

BREWPUB/ALEHOUSE
The Hop Yard American 
Alehouse and Grill 
3015H Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
426-9600. Voted Best Watering Hole in 
Pleasanton, The Hop Yard offers 30 craft 
beers on tap as well as great food. The full-
service menu includes appetizers, salads and 
grilled fare that will bring you back time and 
again. Banquet facilities available. On the 
web at www.hopyard.com.

470 Market Place, San Ramon,  
277-9600. Featuring a giant 8-foot projec-
tion screen for major sporting events, they 
also feature 30 beers on tap and a great 
grill. Go in for the beer, go back for the 
food. More at  
www.hopyard.com.

ITALIAN
Pastas Trattoria
405 Main St., Pleasanton, 417-2222. Pastas 
Trattoria has an elegant atmosphere and a 
one-of-a-kind menu. We feature steaks, sea-
food and our famous pasta, plus a superb 
selection of spirits and fine wines. Reserve 
our banquet facilities for large parties, up to 
70 guests. 
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Author Visits
CAL BERKELEY AUTHOR VISIT Tri-
Valley Cal Alumni invite you to 
meet Cal grad Maria Murnane, 
author of the award-winning 
comedy Perfect on Paper, from 

6:30-8:30 p.m., Tuesday, Nov. 2, 
at the Wine Steward, 641 Main 
St. Maria shares her inspiring 
story about ditching the rat race 
and how her adventures led her 
to write this humorous book. 
Wine and appetizers included. 
Prepayment of $20 required. 

Call 730-3862 or email audrey.
glafkides@mssb.com. 

Concerts
DAVID BURNHAM TO ENTERTAIN AT 
CABARET SERIES David Burnham 

will entertain with an assortment of 
songs from Broadway roles along 
with favorite selections from his 
debut solo CD from 8-10 p.m., 
Saturday, Nov. 6, at the Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave. 
Tickets are $15-25 for adults, $22 
for seniors, and $15 for children. 
Call 931-4848 or visit www.firehou-
searts.org. 

SONG RECITAL A festive evening of 
fun and song with duets and solos 
from everyone’s favorite musical 
theater and classical music com-
posers will take place from 7-8 
p.m., Sunday, Nov. 7, at Trinity 
Lutheran Church, 1225 Hopyard 
Rd. It’s the fall recital for students 
of the Sarah Sloan Vocal Studio, 

and students from Amador, 
Foothill and Dublin High School 
will perform. Call 719-4984 or visit 
www.sarahsloan.net. 

Events
‘NIGHTMARE’ IMPROV “Nightmare,” 
a terrifying night of improv as pre-
sented by the Creatures of Impulse, 
Pleasanton’s own teen improv 
troupe, will begin at 7:30 p.m., 
Thursday, Oct. 28; Friday, Oct. 
29; and Saturday, Oct. 30, at the 
Firehouse Arts Center, 444 Railroad 
Ave. This is a dramatic Halloween 
experience you won’t want to miss. 
Participants can help create the 
story, setting and characters for 

ON THE TOWN ● CALENDAR

soon we will be, too.

3037-G Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton (At Valley Ave in Hopyard Village)

925-485-4500
www.LaViteRestaurant.com

“THE EUPHORIA OF FINE ITALIAN FOOD.”

Best Italian 
Restaurant 

3 Years in a Row!
2009

 
   and Dinner

2010
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fun, interactive and completely 
unscripted theater. Tickets are 
$5-$8. Call 931-4828. 

29TH IA ‘OE E KA LA HULA 
FESTIVAL OF N. CALIFORNIA The 
Kumu Hula Association of Northern 
California presents this festival on 
Nov 5-7 at the Alameda County 
Fairgrounds, 4501 Pleasanton Ave. 
Event includes a hula dance com-
petition, crafts area, authentic food 
booths, music and more. Call 650-
355-6451 or visit www.kumuhulaas-
sociation.com. 

GRAND OPENING POKER RUN BIKE 
RIDE TheCyclePros is hosting a 
grand opening celebration begin-
ning with a Poker Run bike ride at 
9 a.m. and a free barbecue from 
noon-2 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 30, 
at TheCyclePros, 728 Main St. The 
ride will feature short and long 
routes to Calaveras and back. The 
barbecue, provided by Main Street 
Meat and Fish Market, is open to 
everyone. Events will include a ven-
dor fair, wheel demo and test rides. 
Call 400-4336. 

HALLOWEEN COMEDY AND COSTUME 
CONTEST Fifteen comedians will 
perform in costume, each of them 
doing a five-minute set, from 
7:30-9 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 30, 
at Bunjo’s Comedy Lounge, 6513 
Regional St., Dublin. The audience 
will vote for its favorite comedian 
in regards to their comedy only and 
then for their favorite comedian in 
regards to their costume only. Cost 
is $10. Call 264-4413 or visit www.
bunjoscomedy.com. 

HALLOWEEN FUN NIGHT Tennis 
buffs of all ages can bring their 
frightening forehands, scary serves 
and gruesome ground strokes to 
the fifth annual Halloween Fun 
Night from 6-8:30 p.m., Friday, 
Oct. 29, at the Pleasanton Tennis 
Complex, Hopyard Rd. and Valley 
Ave. Kids and adults alike attend 
in costume to tour the Haunted 
Hallway of Horror, enjoy treats and 
tennis games for all age groups. 
Call 931-3446. 

HAUNTED HOUSE Dead Time 
Dreams - Haunted House is open 
from 7-10 p.m., Oct. 21 through 
Oct. 31, at Stoneridge Shopping 
Center, located in the parking 
lot near Macy’s and Sears. Rated 
PG-13. Cost $10. Email graven-
steine@gmail.com. 

HOMETOWN HEROES CELEBRATION 
The Dublin Senior Center will be 
hosting the annual Hometown 
Heroes Celebration to honor all our 
veterans at 1:30 p.m., Sunday, Oct. 
31, at the Dublin Senior Center, 
7600 Amador Valley Blvd. Special 
presentations will be followed by 
the 191st Army Band, Band of 
the Wild West. If possible, donate 
new socks to benefit Operation 
S.A.M. Call 556-4511 or visit www.
DublinSeniorCenter.com. 

PIRATES OF EMERSON-HAUNTING 
FIELDS Award-winning pirates 
are bringing thrills and chills to 
Pleasanton at the Alameda County 
Fairgrounds, 4501 Pleasanton Ave., 
with over four acres of haunted 
houses, theater, games and a fiery 
pirate ship from Oct. 1-31. General 
admission is $20. Not recom-
mended for children under 13. 
Call (510) 657-2121 or visit www.
PiratesofEmerson.com. 

SECOND ANNUAL FALL FESTIVAL 
Pleasanton’s Fall Fest is from 10 
a.m.-1 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 30, 
downtown. Spooky Scavenger Hunt 
starting at 10 a.m.: kids come 
in costume and register at the 
Museum On Main, 603 Main St. 
Sweet and Savory Tasting Contest 
will have restaurants and bakeries 
participating. Tasting cards for $10 
let you go find the tasty treasures. 
Limited to the first 200 partici-
pants. Visit www.pleasantondown-
town.net for locations. Carved 
pumpkin contest will be held from 
10 a.m.-1 p.m. at the Museum. 
Call 484-2199. 

YESTERFEST yesterFEST, an old 
time autumn festival with fun for 
all ages, will take place from 10 
a.m.-1 p.m., Sunday, Oct. 31, at 
Valley Community Church, 4455 
Del Valle Parkway. Food, activities, 
games and entertainment. Free 
with canned food donation. Call 
846-6622, ext. 10, or visit www.val-
leycommunitychurch.org. 

Fundraisers
22ND ANNUAL GALA FOR VALLEY 
PREGNANCY CENTER Valley 
Pregnancy Center is proud to 
announce its 22nd Annual 
Fundraising Gala from 6-9:30 p.m., 
Friday, Nov. 12, at the Palm Event 
Center at Mitchell Katz Winery, 
1184 Vineyard Ave., with a power-
ful testimony by Dr. Tony Levatino 
and his wife Ceil, inspiring music 
and great food. Contact Teri Price 
at 828-4458. 

BALL AT THE MALL  North Rotary 
announces the first annual New 
Year’s Eve Ball at the Mall from 9 
p.m.-1 a.m. at Stoneridge Shopping 
Center. The $75 gala event will 
feature a live band, DJ, a piano bar, 
cocktail foods and no-host bars, to 
benefit children in the community. 
Champagne in commemorative 
glasses will be served at midnight. 
Call 877-543-7852 or visit www.
theballatthemall.org. 

SECRET SANTA TOY DRIVE In an 
effort to make sure every child 
enjoys a bright holiday season, 
Sleep Train is collecting new, 
unwrapped gifts for Californiaís 
80,000 foster children. Become a 
“Secret Santa” and make a dona-
tion from Nov. 1 through Dec. 12 
at Sleep Train, 6050 Johnson Drive, 
Suite C. Call 1-800-378-2337 or 
visit www.sleeptrain.com. 

THE ST. ANDREW’S BALL If you love 
Scotland, you’ll Love this. The St. 
Andrew’s Society of Oakland and 
The East Bay will be hosting the 
132nd annual St. Andrew’s Ball from 
6:30 p.m.-midnight, Saturday, Nov. 
20, at the Pleasanton Hilton, 7050 
Johnson Dr. A fun-filled evening of 
Scottish culture, music and dance 
including pipers and dancers, din-
ner, wine and dancing with DJ Steve 
Fox. Cost $70. Call 487-4223 or visit 
www.standrewssocietyofoakland.org. 

Health
ACUPRESSURE: A COMPLEMENTARY 
THERAPY TO AIDE THE HEALING 
PROCESS ValleyCare Health System is 
hosting a free “learn at lunch” event 
on Acupressure from 11:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m., Thursday, Nov. 10, at 

ValleyCare Health System Women’s 
Center, 5725 W. Las Positas Blvd., 
Conference Room 240. All cancer 
patients and their families are wel-
come to come as well as community 
members. All registered participants 
will receive a free-boxed lunch. 
Register at 734-3319. 

LIFESTYLERX COMMUNITY HEALTH 
FAIR Free blood pressure checks, 
gait analysis, body fat analysis, 
target heart rate and Zumba will 
be available from 11 a.m.-4 p.m., 
Saturday, Oct. 30, at LifeStyleRx, 
1119 E. Stanley Blvd., Livermore. 
Adult flu shots available for $25. 
Trick or treating for kids, plus face 
painting, crafts, and jump houses. 
Call 454-6342. 

Holiday
HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE The Pleasanton 
Senior Center’s Peddler Shoppe is 
holding a Holiday Boutique from 
8 a.m.-5 p.m., Tuesday, Nov. 2, at 
the Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. 
The Shoppe features one-of-a-kind 
items handcrafted by local seniors. 
All proceeds go back into the com-
munity. Call 922-0454. 

PREPARE A CHRISTMAS FORM 
LETTER - LET US TRANSCRIBE FOR 
YOU A volunteer will transcribe 
your holiday letter on the com-
puter, and a copy will be made for 
you to mail or email. Call for an 
appointment to discuss your cor-
respondence. Available by appoint-
ments only from now until Dec. 23 
at the Dublin Senior Center, 7600 
Amador Valley Blvd. Cost $1.25 per 
page; copies extra. Call 556-4511 
to schedule an appointment. 

Kids & Teens
HOPE HOSPICE CHILDREN’S SUPPORT 
GROUP Children can be over-
whelmed with their grief after the 
death of a loved one. This support 
program offers a nurturing envi-
ronment to help them understand 
emotions using music, games, writ-
ing and art, and to learn healthy 
coping skills. The group meets 
from 4:30-6 p.m., Thursdays, Sept. 
30-Nov. 11 at Hope Hospice, 6377 
Clark Ave., Suite 100, Dublin. Call 
829-8770 or visit www.hopehos-
pice.com. 

JOB’S DAUGHTERS BETHEL NO.14 
This group meets at 7 p.m., on the 
second and fourth Monday of every 
month, at Pleasanton Masonic 
Lodge, 3370 Hopyard Rd. It is for 
girls between the ages of 10 and 20 
who have a Masonic relationship. 
It teaches the girls team work, lead-
ership and public speaking. Call 
683-5401. 

TEEN AND MIDDLE SCHOOL 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES AT THE 
LIBRARY Pleasanton Public Library 
offers Volunteer Information 
Meetings for teens in high school 
that may volunteer at the library 
at various times of the year like the 
Friends of the Library Book Sale or 
help with the Children’s Summer 
Reading Program. Students (not 
parents please) will need to visit the 
blog at www.ptownteenlib.blog-
spot.com to find out when new vol-
unteer training dates are available 
before e-mailing Teresa Parham at 
tparham@ci.pleasanton.ca.us. Also, 

 

You change over the  
years – so do your eyes.

Ensure healthy vision 
with an annual eye 

exam.
ValleyEyeCareCenter.com

(925) 460-5000
5575 W. Las Positas Blvd., #240 

Pleasanton, CA 94588

(925) 449-4000

Business License #064074

www.thesqueegeebros.com

Schedule a FREE, No Obligation Consultation
Greg Robertson (925) 846-8127 or (510) 456-6490

The Window Cleaning Professionals

“Customer Satisfaction is our #1 Priority”

Residential/Commercial services

Screen Cleaning & Repair

Window Tracks

Mirrors and Shower Door

Gutter Cleaning

The only window cleaning company 
in East Bay on the BB honor roll

10% 
Discount with this  

ad. For new customers. 
Exp. 12/31/10

The Holidays Are Right Around The Corner, 
Get Ready for Them Now  

& Make Your Home Windows Shine!

Voted Best 
Mortgage 

Professional 
2010

Marylou Edwards
Mortgage Planner

925.426.8383 x42 925.285.5333 CELL

2010

RATES ARE ON FIRE!!!
IT’S A GREAT TIME TO REFINANCE!!

Call me for more details! 

Christmas at American Harvest

438 Main Street, Downtown Pleasanton

(925) 485-1577

Celebrate “Christmas in Paris” 
at

American Harvest’s 14th Annual Christmas Open House
November 6 & 7

There will be wonderful Santas, snowmen, dolls, 
vintage Christmas decorations and antiques.

Upcoming Events:

Debbee Thibault Signing - Fri. Nov 19th 6-9pm and Sat. Nov 20th 10am-5pm. 

Debbee will be bringing many one-of-a-kind Christmas pieces.

OPEN HOUSE HOURS:
Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Sunday noon to 4:00 p.m.
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middle school students are invited 
to help run the library’s summer 
reading program by becoming 
a “Kid Power Volunteer” to help 
children sign up for and play the 
summer reading game, as well as 
distribute prizes. For more infor-
mation, call the Children’s Desk 
931-3400, ext. 8. 

Lectures/
Workshops
‘FERTILITY 101: EVERYTHING 
YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT 
CONCEIVING’ The San Ramon 
Regional Medical Center will pres-
ent this free community educa-
tional seminar on “Everything You 
Need to Know about Conceiving” 
from 7:30-8:30 p.m., Thursday, 
Nov. 4, at San Ramon Regional 
Medical Center’s South Conference 
Room, 7777 Norris Canyon Rd., 
San Ramon. Aimee Eyvazzadeh, 
reproductive endocrinologist, will 
discuss the causes of infertility 
and what a couple can do to help 
improve their chances of conceiving 
a healthy baby. Register by calling 
800-284-2878 or online at www.
oursanramonhospital.com. 

KEEPING DEBT UNDER CONTROL: 
AVOID DETOURS When your debt 
is out of control, the road to your 
financial security may take a detour. 
Learn how to identify the warning 
signs of a credit crisis from 9:30-
10:30 a.m., Wednesday, Nov. 3, 
at the Dublin Senior Center, 7600 
Amador Valley Blvd., Dublin. If you 
have already been derailed by debt, 
find out about options available to 
repay creditors and bypass the debt 
detour. Cost $1.25 in advance or $2 
at the door. Call 556-4511 or visit 
www.dublin.ca.gov. 

Miscellaneous
‘SHIFTING GEARS’ Las Positas 
College invites high school seniors 
and their parents to learn about 
“Shifting Gears” from high school 
to college, from 6:30-9 p.m., 
Wednesday, Nov. 3, at Las Positas 
College, 3000 Campus Hill Dr., 
Livermore. Faculty and staff will be 
available to speak with students 
and parents, and there will be pre-
sentations about majors, transfer 
academic programs and student 
support services. Call 424-1421 or 
visit www.laspositascollege.edu. 

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY ONLINE 
BOOK SALE Did you know you 
could buy books from the Friends 
of the Library at Amazon.com? 
The Friends have a year round 
magazine and paperback book 
sale in the library and have two 
major book sales a year. To buy 
books, visit www.amazon.com/
shops/ptwnfriends or call Nancy 
Bering at 462-4368. 

GIRLS NIGHT OUT NETWORKING 
GNON (Girls Night Out 
Networking) is calling all women 
in the Tri-Valley to its tradeshow 
at 5:15 p.m., Thursday, Nov. 4, at 
Allegra Print & Imaging, 1063-A 
Serpentine Ln. This is the “infor-
mal” yet “productive” networking 
group everyone in town is talking 
about. Cost $10 for appetizers; 
BYOB - bring your own beverage. 

RSVP by Nov. 1 at 426-2510 or 
email gnoners@gmail.com. 

On Stage
BOO-ETRY Spooky poems will 
be read by teens followed by a 
special reading by a guest poet 
from 2-4 p.m., Sunday, Oct. 31, 
at the Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave. Open mic to fol-
low (spooky poems welcome); 
Halloween costumes optional. 
Cost $5 and students free with ID. 
Call 931-4848 or visit www.fire-
housearts.org. 

Seniors
BONE HEALTH Learn what 
Osteoporosis is and how to 
improve bone health through exer-
cise and nutrition and exercises 
to improve posture, and reduce 
risk of fracture, from 10:30-11:30 
a.m., Tuesday, Nov. 9, at the 
Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. 
Cost are $1.75 for residents and 
$2.25 for non-residents. Call 931-
5365 or visit www.pleasantonse-
niorcenter.org. 

BRAIN MATTERS Enjoy a morn-
ing of fun while learning how to 
keep your brain active and your 
memory sharp. The class is held 
from 10-11:30 a.m. the first and 
third Fridays of every month at the 
Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353 
Sunol Blvd. Word games, puzzles, 
challenging activities, reminisc-
ing and more, geared to help you 
age-proof your mind. Cost $1.75 
for resident and $2.25 for non-res-
ident. Call 931-5365 or visit www.
pleasantonseniorcenter.org. 

WII BOWLING  Play Wii Bowling 
on the big screen from 3:30-4:30 
p.m. every Wednesday afternoon 
at the Pleasanton Senior Center, 
5353 Sunol Blvd. Cost $1.75 resi-
dent and $2.25 nonresident. Call 
931-5365 or visit www.pleasan-
tonseniorcenter.org. 

Sports
LACROSSE CLUB-(BOYS) 
Registration is open for spring 
2011 season for new and return-
ing players for age groups: 
U9,U11,U13,U15, and high school. 
Register before Nov. 1 to avoid $50 
late fee. Tryouts for team place-
ments to be held Dec. 4 and 11. 
Register for new player clinic on 
Nov. 14 at Hart Middle School. 
Email mdcranney@gmail.com. 

PGSL REGISTRATION FOR 2011 
Registration is open for all divi-
sions in the Pleasanton Phantom 
Girls Softball League for 2011. All 
girls (grades K-high school) living 
in Pleasanton, Dublin and Sunol 
are eligible to play. For registration 
details and additional informa-
tion, visit the league’s website at 
www.pleasantonsoftball.org. 

PGSL WALK-THRU REGISTRATION 
Pleasanton Girls Softball League 
representatives will be available 
from 5-7:30 p.m., Thursday, Nov. 
4, at Round Table Pizza, 530 Main 
St., accepting registration forms 
and answering questions regarding 
the upcoming 2011 season. For 
more information, email Christine 

Tanis at christine.t@pleasanton-
softball.org. 

Support Groups
BREAST CANCER SUPPORT GROUP 
The American Cancer Society Breast 
Cancer Support group meets from 
7:30-9 p.m. on the second and 
fourth Tuesday of every month at 
LifeStyleRx, 1111 East Stanley Blvd., 
Livermore. Call 833-2784 or visit 
www.valleycare.com. 7:30-9 p.m.

CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP 
Caring for a loved one is chal-
lenging physically and emotion-
ally. Join this support group to 
explore resources and generate 
problem-solving ideas from 1-3 
p.m., on the second Monday of 
every month, and from 7-9 p.m., 
on the second Wednesday of every 
month, at 5353 Sunol Blvd. Get 
the support you deserve at the 
Senior Support Program of the Tri-
Valley. Call 931-5389. 

PLEASANTON MILITARY FAMILIES 
SUPPORT GROUP Formed in 2003 
this support group’s mission is to 
provide support and comfort to 
the families of Pleasanton residents 
whose loved ones are deployed in 
the combat zones of Afghanistan 
and Iraq. This group has monthly 
meetings and other events such as 
the upcoming Dec. 5 Christmas/
Holiday “pack out” of comfort 
and care items to be sent to these 
deployed members of the armed 
forces. The group also sponsors the 
Yellow Streamer program on Main 
Street where these personnel have 
yellow streamers displayed with 
their name, rank and branch of ser-
vice. Contact Pat Frizzell, Chairman 
at PleasantonMilitaryFamilies@
gmail.com or Chris Miller at mill-
ercj3@gmail.com. 

TRI VALLEY SUPPORT GROUP FOR 
FIBROMYALGIA, LUPUS AND ALL 
FORMS OF ARTHRITIS This group 
meets from 6:30-8 p.m., on the 
fourth Monday of every month, 
at the Groves at Dublin Ranch in 
the Clubhouse, 3115 Finnian Way, 
Dublin. It hosts special speakers like 
doctors or specialists. For informa-
tion, call JoAnne during the hours of 
11 a.m.-10 p.m. at 875-0960. 

Volunteering
AMERICAN RED CROSS PUBLIC 
BLOOD DRIVE A blood drive will 
take place from 8 a.m.- 1 p.m., 
Wednesday, Nov. 3, at CARR 
America, 4400 Rosewood Dr., 
Conference Center, Tassajara 
Room. To schedule an appoint-
ment, call 1-800-733-2767 or visit 
www.redcrossblood.org (Sponsor 
Code: CARR). 

TV30
TRI-VALLEY SPORTS FINAL Back for 
its sixth season of covering team 
and individual high school sports 
in the Tri-Valley, Ian Bartholomew 
and George “Dr B” Baljevich will 
present commentary and footage 
covering this season of football 
and girl’s volleyball. The show 
will air at 3:30, 7 and 10 p.m. 
Monday-Friday, and is available 
via Video on Demand at www.tri-
valleytv.org. 

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
 Tri-Valley Rep’s new production 
is a w-i-n-n-e-r with a cast of nine 
super-talented actors who sing and 
dance their way through “The 25th 
Annual Putnam County Spelling 
Bee.”
 Those who were traumatized in 
their youths by spelling bees might 
find it cathartic to attend “The 25th 
Annual Putnam County Spelling 
Bee,” which opened Friday night. 
As the contestants emphatically 
shout: It’s just so unfair. One is 
asked to spell “cow” while another 
struggles with “capybara.” No won-
der they burst into the song, “Pan-
demonium.”
 The musical traces the life of a 
spelling bee from the gathering of 
the six quirky hopefuls, exploring 
their motivations and backgrounds, 
through the mounting tension as 
spellers are eliminated. The actors 
make each character lovable, funny 
and memorable.
 We meet William Barfee (played 
by Anthony Everhart), whose un-
kempt appearance includes the 
proverbial pulled out shirttail, who 
keeps exclaiming, “It’s pronounced 
BarFAY.” But it never is.
 Campus activist Logainne 
Schwartzangrubenierre (Titian 
Lish) wants to please her two over-
bearing fathers. Olive Ostrovsky 
(Melissa Heinrich) leads a lonely 
life as evidenced by her song, “My 
Friend, the Dictionary.” Chip To-
lentino (Jordan Adelman) refuses 
to leave the stage (“Didn’t you 
hear, I said two T’s.”) Leaf Coney-
bear (Brian Dauglash) figures it’s all 
gravy since “I’m Not That Smart.” 
And super-overachiever Marcy Park 
(Catherine Gloria) protests that 
she does not speak five languages, 
she speaks six. As they become 
acquainted with each other and 
themselves they learn that there 
is more to life than winning and 
those who lose are not necessarily 
“losers.”
 For each performance, the cast 
adds four audience members who 
are quickly primed to portray ad-
ditional spellers. Friday’s opening 
night guest spellers included a 
young man who was introduced as 
William, “who has been struck by 

lightning — twice,” and he man-
aged to convey an appropriately 
befuddled expression. As spellers 
were eliminated they were given 
a box of juice as compensation 
and escorted offstage by Mitch Ma-
honey (Mia Sagan), who is acting as 
“comfort counselor” for community 
service.
 Presenting the words is Miss 
Rona Lisa Peretti (Jennifer Kosta), 
the winner of the third annual 
spelling bee who continues to glory 
in her winning word, “syzygy.” She 
displays the bubbling optimism of 
her profession — she’s a Realtor — 
which causes Vice Principal Doug-
las Panch (Jeff Seaberg) to become 
smitten.
 The Tri-Valley Repertory Theatre 
always adds imaginative twists to 
its productions, not to mention 
bringing them up to date. “This 
spelling bee has more misspellings 
than a Tea Party protest sign,” states 
one speller. Somehow they make it 
through one long spelling bee and 
20 songs in just two hours, under 
director Carol Hovey; vocal direc-
tor Cary Litchford; choreographer 
Morgan Breedveld; and musical di-
rector Jo Anne Fosselman.
 If you find words fascinating, 
or if you like singing, dancing and 
physical humor, be sure to see 
“Spelling Bee,” which continues at 
8 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, and 
at 2 p.m. Sundays, through Nov. 
7 at the Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. Tickets are $35 
for adults (18-60), $33 for seniors 
(60-plus), and $25 for juniors, at 
www.livermoreperformingarts.org, 
or by calling 373-6800. 

Quirky over-achievers  
face off in ‘Spelling Bee’

Unlikely subject makes for entertaining musical 

Rona Lisa Peretti revels in memories of 
winning the spelling bee 22 years be-
fore, while the vice principal falls in love 
with her.

PET OF THE WEEK

Red hot kitty cat
Chili Pepper is a big cat with a big personality to 
match, who would love to rule your home! But 
don’t worry, this big boy is quite affectionate and 
rules with a velvet paw. Even though he’s a senior, 
he doesn’t act like one, and still has an active and 
friendly demeanor. He loves getting his back and 
head scratched, purrs a lot, and won’t hesitate 
to make himself right at home with you. Because 
we consider him a senior kitty, Chili Pepper is a 
member of our Club Second Chance, meaning he 
has a discounted adoption fee and comes with a 
special card good for discounts at several east bay 
area vet clinics, pet supply stores and groomers. Come see Chilli Pepper at 
the East Bay SPCA, 4651 Gleason Drive in Dublin. Telephone 479-9670. 
Or visit www.eastbayspca.org.

MICHAEL MALONEY
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Why Choose the Palo Alto Medical Foundation?

When you choose a PAMF doctor, you’ll have access to a broad network of specialists, innovative programs 

and state-of-the-art technology.

We know you’re busy. That’s why we give you online access to your medical records. You can renew 

prescriptions, request appointments, view test results and send secure messages to your doctor anywhere, 

anytime you have access to the Internet.

Make sure your health care plan includes the Palo Alto Medical Foundation.

pamf.org/thedoctorforyou is a site that helps you find the Palo Alto Medical Foundation (PAMF) 

doctor who fits your life.

thedoctorfor                .com
my peace 
of mind

Visit us at pamf.org/thedoctorforyou or call 800-4-SUTTER.

Serving the counties of: Alameda, San Mateo, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz

Get an immediate list of 

doctors based on your 

preferences.

Learn about their areas of 

expertise and credentials.

Search for doctors 

by location, specialty, 

gender, languages 

spoken and other criteria.



115 Announcements
GAIN NATIONAL EXPOSURE 

Reach over 5 million young, educated 
readers for only $995 by advertising in 
110 weekly newspapers like this one. 

Call Jason at 202-289-8484. This is not 
a job offer. (AAN CAN)

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 
ADOPTION? Talk with caring agency 

specializing in matching Birthmothers 
with Families nationwide. LIVING 

EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7 Abby’s One 
True Gift Adoptions 866-413-6293 (Void 

in Illinois) (AAN CAN)

Fibromyalgia/Stress/Pain Mgmt

Holiday Gala Event - Whole Foods

Livermore Lioness Club seeksNew

Overwhelmed by Clutter? Monday

SHARPEN UP AT THE FARMERS MARKET

Sunday Morning Cafe!

130 Classes & 
Instruction

Attend College Online 
from Home. Medical, Business, Paralegal, 

Criminal Justice. Job placement assis-
tance. Computer available. Financial Aid if 
qualified. SCHEV certified. Call 888-210-
5162 www.Centura.us.com (Cal-SCAN)

High School Diploma 
Graduate in 4 weeks! FREE Brochure. 

Call Now! 1-866-562-3650 ext. 60 
www.SouthEasternHS.com (Cal-SCAN)

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! 
Graduate in just 4 weeks!! FREE 

Brochure. Call NOW! 1-800-532-6546 
Ext. 97 http://www.continentalacad-

emy.com (AAN CAN)

133 Music Lessons

135 Group Activities
Lady Soccer Players Needed

Single Mingle

145 Non-Profits Needs
DONATE YOUR CAR! 

Breast Cancer Research foundation! 
Most Highly rated breast cancer charity 

in America! Tax Deductible/Fast Free 
Pick Up. 1-800-379-5124 www.cardona-

tionsforbreastcancer.org (AAN CAN)

155 Pets
English bulldog puppies for sale 
AKC registered English bulldog pup-
pies 6 weeks old available 3-males 
and 1 female. All puppies are Vet. 

checked (Dr.  Butchko), Micro 
chipped with all shots up to date. We 
strive to produce conformational cor-
rect, healthy, well-tempered bulldogs. 

All our bullies come with a health 
guarantee and will go to *good 

homes only*....$950

FOR SALE

SOLD

201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts
MGB 1970 GT - $5500

202 Vehicles Wanted
Donate Vehicle 

Receive $1000 Grocery Coupons, 
Your Choice. Noah's Arc, No Kill 

Animal Shelters. Advanced Veterinary 
Treatments. Free Towing, IRS Tax 

Deduction. Non-Runners. 1-866-912-
GIVE. (Cal-SCAN)

Donate Your Car 
Children's Cancer Fund! Help Save 

A Child's Life Through Research and 
Support! Free Vacation Package. Fast, 
Easy and Tax Deductible. Call 1-800-

252-0615. (Cal-SCAN)

210 Garage/Estate 
Sales

Pleasanton, 1699 Orchard Way,  
Oct. 30, 8a.m.-3p.m.

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques
Royal Doulton figurine - $25

220 Computers/
Electronics

Brand New Apple Iphone 4 32GB 
The item is Brand New, 100% original, 
Fully Factory Unlocked. Will work per-

fectly with all sim cards in all countries, 
Please Contact Us Today at adkelec-

tronics@yahoo.ca for more information 
about this item.

Kush Electronics Power acoustic dual 
subs - $200.00

240 Furnishings/
Household items
3 piece kitchen carving set - $10

DOLL-decoratove - $20.00

Entertainment Cabinet - $45.00

Mahogany Twin Bed set & Night Ta - 
$1,200

Moving Sale - Various Items - $ 51 - 299

MovingSale 6906 Corte Barcelona -  
$ 51 - 299

PUMPKIN-Ceramic - $10.00

245 Miscellaneous
Sawmills 

New Norwood LumberMate-Pro handles 
logs 34” diameter, mills boards 28” 
wide. Automated quick-cycle-sawing 

increases efficiency up to 40%! www.
NorwoodSawmills.com/300N 1-800-

661-7746 ext. 300N. (Cal-SCAN)

2011 Entertainment Coupon Books - $30

A lovely holiday gift! - $5.50

Non-stick stove top grill - $20

RED WORMS FOR COMPOSTING - $25

260 Sports & 
Exercise Equipment
GIANTS GEAR - $25-40

KID STUFF

330 Child Care 
Offered
Live in AuPair Childcare

345 Tutoring/Lessons

Everything-About-College.com 
College Admissions Specialist. Everything 
you need to manage the college applica-

tions and admissions process.

355 Items for Sale
Crib Set All Included

425 Health Services
Hernia Repair? 

Did You Receive A COMPOSIX KUGEL 
Mesh Patch Between 1999-2007? If 

patch was removed due to complications 
of bowel perforation, abdominal wall 

tears, puncture of abdominal organs or 
intestinal fistulae, you may be entitled to 
compensation. Attorney Charles Johnson 

1-800-535-5727. (Cal-SCAN)

EMPLOYMENT

500 Help Wanted
$$$HELP WANTED$$$ 

Extra Income! Assembling CD cases 
from Home! No Experience Necessary! 

Call our Live Operators Now! 1-800-
405-7619 EXT 2450 http://www.
easywork-greatpay.com (AAN CAN)

550 Business 
Opportunities

Business for Sale 
Established for 3 years. Will Train. Nets 

100k. Can operate from anywhere. 
$4,400 down. Call Jerry 1-800-418-

8250. (Cal-SCAN)

Think Christmas - Start Now! 
Own a Red Hot - Dollar, Dollar Plus, 

Mailbox or Discount Party Store from 
$51,900 worldwide! 100% Turnkey. Call 

Now 1-800-518-3064. www.DRSS4.
com (Cal-SCAN)

560 Employment 
Information

Company Drivers 
Solos and Hazmat Teams * GREAT 

PAY * GREAT MILES * CDL-A Required. 
We also have dedicated and regional 

positions available. Call 866-789-8947. 
Swift. (Cal-SCAN)

Company Drivers 
Solos and Hazmat Teams *GREAT 

PAY *GREAT MILES *CDL-A Required. 
We also have dedicated and regional 

positions available. Call: 866-448-1055 
SWIFT. (Cal-SCAN)

Computer Work 
Work from anywhere 24/7. Up to 
$1,500 Part Time to $7,500/mo. 
Full Time. Training provided. www.

KTPGlobal.com or call 1-888-304-2847. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Drivers - ASAP 
New Pay Increases! 37-43 cpm. 

Excellent Benefits. Need CDL-A and 3 
months recent OTR. 1-877-258-8782. 

www.MeltonTruck.com (Cal-SCAN)

Got a Job but 
NEED More Money? Struggling with 

$10,000+ in credit card debt? Settle 
Your Debt NOW! Increase your income! 
Free Consultation & Info 888-458-7488 

(AAN CAN)

MOVIE EXTRAS 
earn up to $150/day to stand in back-
grounds of major film. Experience not 
required. CALL NOW! 1-888-664-0062 

(AAN CAN)

Paid In Advance! 
Make $1000 a Week mailing brochures 
from home! Guaranteed Income! FREE 

Supplies! No experience required. Start 
Immediately!  www.homemailerprogram.

net (AAN CAN)

Regional CDL Drivers 
Gordon Trucking, Inc. Sign on bonus 
in some areas! Current Openings on 
our NCA Fleet. Home weekly avail-

able! Consistent Miles & Time off! Full 
Benefits, 401k. We have lots of Freight! 

www.TeamGTI.com 1-888-832-6484 
EOE. (Cal-SCAN)

Travel, Work, Party, Play 
Now hiring 18-24 guys/gals for excit-

ing travel job. 2 wk pd. training. Hotel/
Transportation provided. Return guaran-
teed. Call today/start today. 877-724-

3713. (Cal-SCAN)

Warehouse Trainee 
Good pay, regular raises, great benefits, 
$ for school, vacation. No experience 

needed, HS grads ages 17-34. Call Mon-
Fri 1-800-345-6289. (Cal-SCAN)

Apply as a bookkeeper 
Apply as a bookkeeper. 

Qualifications: 
-Excellent computer skills 

-Knowledge of simple Accounting 
softwares..Versacheck,peachtree etc 

-Internet-capable  
-Quick learner 

-Ability to work under pressure 
-Proven ability to handle sensitive and 

confidential information  
-Ability to work independently as well 

as part of a team  
-Strong verbal and written 

communication skills  
-Strong organizational skills  

-Ability to perform several tasks 
simultaneously 

-Would work only 3 days; 
Mondays,Wednesdays & Fridays 

-Maximum of 2hrs during work days 
-$1200 per month( i.e $300/wk) 
APPLICANTS WILL BE TRAINED 

PERSONALLY  
Only interested applicants reply to: 

freepeas@gmx.com

604 Adult Care 
Offered
ISLANDER FRIENDLY HOME CARE 

Quality & TLC @ Reasonable Rate. 
We provide ALL LOVING CARE @ 

your home, 24/7. Free consultation, 
call: (650) 834-5462  
or (650) 389-3275.

610 Tutoring
AriamTutors.Weebly.com 

Call Miss Ariam 925-200-9523

624 Financial
Cash Now 

Get cash for your structured settlement 
or annuity payments. High payouts. Call 

J.G. Wentworth. 1-866-SETTLEMENT 
(1-866-738-8536). Rated A+ by the 
Better Business Bureau. (Cal-SCAN)

Tired of Being in Debt? 
Decrease Your Debt - Increase Your 
Income. $10K+ in Credit Card or 

IRS Debt. New Laws Have Passed to 
Protect You! Free Consultation. 1-888-

456-0384. (Cal-SCAN)

crosetti funding 
CASH NOW we offer fast cash for your 
mortgage note, annuity, and business 

note call 1 800 391 4032

645 Office/Home 
Business Services

Advertise Your Home, 
property or business for sale in 240 
California newspapers. Reach over 6 

million readers for ONLY $550! Call this 
newspaper or visit: www.CAL-SCAN.

com (Cal-SCAN)

Advertise Your Job Opening 
in 240 California newspapers. Reach 
over 6 million readers for ONLY $550! 
Call this newspaper or visit: www.Cal-

SCAN.com (Cal-SCAN)

Display Advertising 
in 140 Cal-SDAN newspapers state-

wide for $1,550! Reach over 3 million 
Californians! FREE email brochure. Call 
(916) 288-6019. www.Cal-SDAN.com 

(Cal-SCAN)

HOME 
SERVICES

715 Cleaning 
Services

Convenient Cleaning 
12+ years exp. Will bring supplies. 3 

hour min., $60. Lic. 060612. 925/922-
3920; 925/371-6842

M AID TO SERVE YOU               

Excellent Local References
Family owned for 25 years

Call Today at 
(925) 249-0399

Housecleaning Service

for 3 cleanings$35 OFF

751 General 
Contracting

NOTICE TO READERS >It is illegal 
for an unlicensed person to perform 

contracting work on any project 
valued at $500.00 or more in labor 

and materials. State law also requires 
that contractors include their license 

numbers on all advertising. Check your 
contractor’s status at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSLB (2752). Unlicensed 

persons taking jobs that total less than 
$500.00 must state in their advertise-
ments that they are not licensed by 
the Contractors State License Board 

Superior Builders 
Has 25 years of experience in residential 

and commercial construction. 
Additions/Remodels/Kitchen/Bathrooms/

T.I Construction. Ca. Lic. 495036 Ken 
925-699-2929 KCoffey990@aol.com

771 Painting/
Wallpaper
*JOE’S PAINTING & HANDYMAN* 

Free Est. / Reasonable Prices no 
Job Too Small!!! 925-200-7333 

Lic#624542

779 Organizing 
Services
Omnibus Organizing

REAL ESTATE

801 Apartments/
Condos/Studios
Pleasanton, Studio - $595/month

805 Homes for Rent
Menlo Park, 3 BR/2 BA 
 $3,800.LasLomSch,2car 

gar,Hardwood flrs,sun rm, dining 
rm,LndRm,InclGard.nosmk/pets, 

650-598-7047

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms

ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES.COM 
Browse hundreds of online listings with 
photos and maps. Find your roommate 
with a click of the mouse! Visit: http://

www.Roommates.com. (AAN CAN)

840 Vacation 
Rentals/Time Shares

Timeshares: Rent/Sell 
For cash!!! Our Guaranteed Services will 
Sell/ Rent Your Unused Timeshare for 
CASH! Over $78 Million Dollars offered 

in 2009! www.SellaTimeshare.com 
(877) 554-2098 (Cal-SCAN)

850 Acreage/Lots/
Storage

El Paso, Texas 
20 acre foreclosures only  

$99/mo. $0 Down, $12,900, Great 
Deal! Owner financing, No Credit 

Checks. Money Back Guarantee. Map/
Pictures. 1-800-343-9444. (Cal-SCAN)

Montana Land Sale 
It’s here! Elk hunters, investors. 
Montana Land Sale. 160 Acres 

Mussellshell Area $99,900. 640 Acres 
Elk Paradise $599,900. 3000 Acres 
of Elk Preserve. Call for prices. 888-

361-3006 www.WesternSkiesLand.com 
(Cal-SCAN)

Harpist Dominique Piana 
Has A Few Openings For 

Committed Students Of All 
Levels/Ages.  

Call 925-455-5333

HANDYMAN
Complete Home Repairs
Electrical Service / Carpentry

Drywall / Texturing / Tile

925.989.6179 

General Contracting

NEED HELP
 WITH QUICKBOOKS?

No job too big or too small!!!
Over 23 years experience  

in all aspects of bookkeeping.

Call Linda 925.918.2233

Accounting/Bookkeeping

Mike Fracisco
REALTOR

®

Fracisco Realty & Investments
Residential, Commercial  
& Property Management

direct: 925-998-8131
www.MikeFracisco.com

DRE#01378428

Real Estate

All Types
Interior/Exterior

510-599-5887
DPS Interiors
Lic#862120

AFFORDABLE
DOOR INSTALLATION

r

87
s

BLE
LATION

Door Installation

 Independent Contractors 
wanted for Senior Home 

Health Care.  
MUST HAVE EXPERIENCE

Senior Solutions 
925-443-3101

Healthcare

Pleasanton based 
Bellecci & Assoc. seeks 
Civil Eng. MS or equiv.
See Bellecci.com  
or email  
jbarron@bellecci.com

Pleasanton  Weekly
Marketplace To advertise in the Marketplace call Karen at 925.600.0840 x122 or email kklein@pleasantonweekly.com

fogster.com THE TRI-VALLEY’S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE
Fogster.com offers FREE* postings online and the opportunity for your ad to appear in print to more than 80,000 readers. You can log on to fogster.com 24/7, and your online ad starts immediately.

MIND
& BODY

BULLETIN
BOARD

PBTeen Twin Storage Bed 
EXCELLENT condition! $500 

Multimedia sales manager 
We are seeking a sales manager 
to lead a team of five sales repre-

sentatives in the Tri-Valley area. The 
successful candidate will have at 

least two years sales management 
experience with a proven track record 
of managing to goals, is driven and 

articulate, can build rapport with inter-
nal and external clients, and enjoys 
working in a fast-paced, deadline-

oriented environment. The ability to 
adapt objectives, sales approaches 
and behaviors in response to rapidly 
changing situations and to manage 
business in a deadline-driven envi-
ronment is critical in this position. 

Compensation includes base salary 
plus commission, health benefits, 

vacation, 401k and a culture where 
employees are respected, supported 
and given the opportunity to grow. To 
apply, submit a personalized cover 
letter and complete resume to gal-
len@embarcaderomediagroup.com. 
We are part of Embarcadero Media 

(EmbarcaderoMediaGroup.com); EOE; 
drug-free workplace.

BUSINESS
SERVICES
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Real Estate
OPEN HOME GUIDE AND REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

Happy Halloween!

D I S C O V E R  H O W  T O  G E T  M O R E  F O R  Y O U R  H O M E .
D I S C O V E R  J .  R O C K C L I F F  R E A L T O R S .

T H E  E A S T  B A Y ’ S  P R E M I E R  R E A L  E S T A T E  C O M P A N Y .

5 0 7 5  H O P Y A R D  R O A D  S U I T E  1 1 0  P L E A S A N T O N ,  C A  9 4 5 8 8  |  9 2 5 . 2 5 1 . 2 5 0 0
1 9 8 3  S E C O N D  S T R E E T  L I V E R M O R E ,  C A  9 4 5 5 0  |  9 2 5 . 6 6 7 . 2 1 0 0

BLACKHAWK | BLACKHAWK WEST | DANVILLE | LIVERMORE | LAFAYETTE | MONTECLAIR/PIEDMONT | PLEASANTON | ORINDA | WALNUT CREEK

W W W . R O C K C L I F F . C O M

119 Neal Street, Downtown Pleasanton

NEW LISTING - An opportunity to live in this unique 
restored award winning downtown home. Enjoy 4 bdrms, 2.5 
ba, approx. 2,500 sq.ft., 2 car garage. Easy walk to downtown. 
Offered at $1,199,000 OPEN SAT 11–2 & SUN 1-4

Gorgeous Italian Villa features 4 BR, 3.5 BA, formal 
office, huge bonus room, custom millwork and 
more. End of cul de sac location. Lovely.  
Call for pricing. OPEN SUN 1-4

Val Vista charmer. 3 BR, 2 BA, 1,560 sq. ft. fully
updated home with tile and hardwood throughout,
remodeled kitchen, inside laundry, large yard.
Offered at $598,000 OPEN SAT 1-4

3637 Pontina Court, Ruby Hill6535 Singletree Way, Pleasanton

NEW LISTING - Entertain & relax in updated 4 
bed/3bath home with loft, gourmet custom kit,  new 
carpet, new paint, and lush gardens with fruit trees in 
private backyard. Offered at $785,000 OPEN SUN 1-4

3557 Ballantyne Drive, Pleasanton Meadows

Visit our website to view all of our other listings.

KW Broker DRE License #01395362

The #1 Resale Team in Pleasanton and Ruby Hill

Fran & Dave 
Cunningham
925-202-6898

DRE License #01226296 & 00930892

Donna  
Garrison

925-980-0273
DRE License #01735040

Susan  
Schall

925-519-8226
DRE License #01713497

OPEN HOMES THIS WEEKEND
Dublin
5 BEDROOMS

5229 Londonderry Drive  $650,000
Sun 1-3 Coldwell Banker 847-2200

Fremont 
3 BEDROOMS

4782 Garnet Common  $620,000
Sat 11-5  Coldwell Banker 847-2200
5815 Commerce Drive  $625,000
Sat/Sun 11-5  Coldwell Banker 847-2200

Livermore
4 BEDROOMS

1953 Hall Circle  $715,000
Sun 1-4  Coldwell Banker 847-2200

5 BEDROOMS

2514 Merlot  Lane  $899,000
Sun 1-4  Coldwell Banker 847-2200

Pleasanton
2 BEDROOMS

3452 Smoketree Common  $209,000
Sat 12-2  Valley Brokers 437-5830
1819 Sinclair Drive  $472,500
Sat/Sun 12-4  Alain Pinel Realtors 251-1111
49 Upper Golf Road  $749,500
Sat/Sun 1-4  J. Rockcliff Realtors 980-8844

3 BEDROOMS

10783 Sornoway Lane  $425,000
Sun 1-4  Joyce Jones 398-6706

4386 Krause Street  $590,000
Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 847-2200
6535 Singletree Way  $598,000
Sat 1-4  Keller Williams Tri-Valley Realty  519-8226

4 BEDROOMS

119 Neal Street  $1,199,000
Sat/Sun 11-2 / 1-4  Keller Williams Tri-Valley  202-6298
3637 Pontina Court  $1,799,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams Tri Valley  980-0273
7758 Forsythia Court  $735,000
Sun 1-4  J. Rockcliff Realtors 980-8844
3557 Ballantyne Drive  $785,000
Sun 1-4  Keller Williams Tri-Valley Realty  519-8226
5881 Stonecliff Vista Lane  $969,000
Sun 1-4 Re/Max 462-0728

5 BEDROOMS

6740 Via San Blas  $729,000
Sat 2-4  Joyce Jones 398-6706
6740 Via San Blas  $729,000
Sun 2-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 251-1111

6 BEDROOMS

1226 Shady Pond Lane  $1,675,000
Sun 1-4  Moxley Team 600-0990

San Ramon
3 BEDROOMS

220 Riverton Place $525,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 / 1-3 J. Rockcliff Realtors  251-2536
7722 Stoneleaf Road  $598,888
Sat/Sun 1-4  Coldwell Banker 847-2200
3016 Enfield Street  $745,000
Sun 1-4  J. Rockcliff Realtors 251-2510

BY JEB BING
Existing-home sales rose again in Septem-

ber, affirming that a sales recovery has begun, 
according to the National Association of Re-
altors.

Existing-home sales, which are completed 
transactions that include single-family, town-
homes, condominiums and co-ops, jumped 
10.0 percent to a seasonally adjusted an-
nual rate of 4.53 million in September from a 
downwardly revised 4.12 million in August, 
but remain 19.1 percent below the 5.60 
million-unit pace in September 2009 when 
first-time buyers were ramping up in ad-
vance of the initial deadline for the tax credit 
last November.

Lawrence Yun, NAR chief economist, said 
the housing market is in the early stages of 
recovery.

“A housing recovery is taking place but 
will be choppy at times depending on the 
duration and impact of a foreclosure mora-
torium,” he said. “But the overall direction 
should be a gradual rising trend in home 
sales with buyers responding to historically 
low mortgage interest rates and very favor-
able affordability conditions.”

According to Freddie Mac, the national 
average commitment rate for a 30-year, con-
ventional, fixed-rate mortgage fell to a record 
low 4.35 percent in September from 4.43 
percent in August; the rate was 5.06 percent 
in September 2009.

The national median existing-home price 

for all housing types was $171,700 in Sep-
tember, which is 2.4 percent below a year 
ago. Distressed homes accounted for 35 
percent of sales in September compared with 
34 percent in August; they were 29 percent 
in September 2009.
 NAR President Vicki Cox Golder, owner of 
Vicki L. Cox & Associates in Tucson, Ariz., 
said opportunities abound in the current 
market.
 “A decade ago, mortgage rates were almost 
double what they are today, and they’re about 
one-and-a-half percentage points lower than 
the peak of the housing boom in 2005,” she 
said. “In addition, home prices are running 
about 22 percent less than five years ago 
when they were bid up by the biggest hous-
ing rush on record.”
 To illustrate the jump in housing af-
fordability, the median monthly mortgage 
payment for a recently purchased home is 
several hundred dollars less than it was five 
years ago.
 “In fact, the median monthly mortgage 
payment in many areas is less than people are 
paying for rent,” Golder said.
 Housing affordability conditions today are 
60 percentage points higher than during 
the housing boom, so it has become a very 
strong buyers’ market, especially for families 
with long-term plans.
 “The savings today’s buyers are receiving 
are not a one-time benefit. Buyers with fixed-

September home sales show 
strong gain over August

 But down 19% from year ago

See SALES on Page 24

To place an ad or open home please contact

Andrea Heggelund (925) 600-0840 x110

or e-mail aheggelund@pleasantonweekly.com
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Jeff
Clyma

Absolutely Gorgeous!
An incredibly beautiful home 

with a unique creekside 

setting, no rear neighbors 

and views of Mt. Diablo and 

the Pleasanton Ridge. With 

over 3,300 square feet this 4 

bedroom, 4 bath home has 

more value per square foot 

than any other home on the 

market! Beautifully upgraded 

gourmet kitchen, custom 

cabinets in the family room 

and bonus room which could easily be a 

5th bedroom. Elegant Travertine floors set 

the stage for the formal dining room and 

living room. One full bedroom and bath 

downstairs. Come and see us this Sunday! 

Offered at $969,000

rate mortgages will save money every year 
they are living in their home ñ this is truly 
an example of how homeownership builds 
wealth over the long term,” Golder added.
 Total housing inventory at the end of Sep-
tember fell 1.9 percent to 4.04 million existing 
homes available for sale, which represents a 
10.7-month supply4 at the current sales pace, 
down from a 12.0-month supply in August. 
Raw unsold inventory is 11.7 percent below 
the record of 4.58 million in July 2008.
 “Vacant homes and homes where mortgages 
have not been paid for an extended number of 
months need to be cleared from the market as 
quickly as possible, with a new set of buyers 
helping the recovery along a healthy path,” 
Yun said. “Inventory remains elevated and 
continues to favor buyers over sellers. A nor-
mal seasonal decline in inventory is expected 
through the upcoming months.”
 A parallel NAR practitioner survey shows 
first-time buyers purchased 32 percent of 
homes in September, almost unchanged from 
31 percent in August. Investors were at an 
18 percent market share in September, down 
from 21 percent in August; the balance of 
purchases were by repeat buyers. All-cash 
sales were at 29 percent in September com-
pared with 28 percent in August.
 Single-family home sales increased 10.0 
percent to a seasonally adjusted annual rate 
of 3.97 million in September from a pace of 

3.61 million in August, but are 19.5 percent 
below the 4.93 million level in September 
2009. The median existing single-family 
home price was $172,600 in September, 
down 1.9 percent from a year ago.
Existing condominium and co-op sales rose 9.8 
percent to a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 
560,000 in September from 510,000 in August, 
but are 16.2 percent lower than the 668,000-
unit level one year ago. The median existing 
condo price5 was $165,400 in September, 
down 6.2 percent from September 2009.
 Regionally, existing-home sales in the 
Northeast increased 10.1 percent to an an-
nual pace of 760,000 in September but are 
20.8 percent below September 2009. The 
median price in the Northeast was $239,200, 
which is 1.4 percent below a year ago.
Existing-home sales in the Midwest jumped 
14.5 percent in September to a level of 950,000 
but are 26.4 percent below a year ago. The me-
dian price in the Midwest was $139,700, down 
5.2 percent from September 2009.
 In the South, existing-home sales rose 10.6 
percent to an annual pace of 1.77 million in 
September but are 14.9 percent lower than 
September 2009. The median price in the 
South was $149,500, down 2.6 percent from 
a year ago.
Existing-home sales in the West increased 
5.0 percent to an annual level of 1.05 million 
in September but are 16.7 percent below a 
year ago. The median price in the West was 
$213,600, which is 4.9 percent lower than 
September 2009.  

HOME SALES

This week’s data represents homes sold during 
September 2010

Dublin
7516 Burnham Way Bielke Trust to Lemr Trust 
for $450,000

7600 Donohue Drive M. Voellinger to Richards 
Trust for $430,000

7610 Gardella Drive J. & L. Bolar to B. Frazier for 
$449,500

5892 Hillbrook Place E. Reyes to S. Miao for 
$503,500

4787 Woodrose Circle GMG Real Estate 
Investments to R. Chen for $770,000

Livermore
1825 6th Street Federal National Mortgage to D. 
& L. Frost for $305,000

785 Berryessa Street A. Chavez-Jesus to W. & J. 
Sidun for $432,000

529 Cinnabar Drive K. Bell to W. Davis for 
$522,500

1464 Columbine Way R. & N. Robbins to J. & K. 
Dawson for $560,000

5415 Kathy Way Ace Securities to P. 
Wongvilbulsin for $380,000

5297 Lenore Avenue Albayeros Trust to M. & D. 
Eberstein for $280,000

476 North K Street R. & C. Strope to L. Adams 
for $312,500

5581 Oakmont Circle Wells Fargo Bank to C. 
Krinard for $361,000

1826 Peary Way Neudorfer Trust to D. & D. 
Mitchell for $275,000

725 South M Street Livermore Valley Investments 
to W. & L. Manley for $340,000

5472 Starflower Way J. Ortega to K. & P. 
Warren for $400,000

6912 Sunridge Drive M. Vavra to T. Edwards for 
$490,000

521 Teal Court Deutsche Bank to M. Thompson 
for $335,000

1142 Wagoner Drive Schoenfelder Trust to J. & 
B. Fragoso for $350,000

867 Wagoner Drive J. & D. Borges to C. & H. 
Roberts for $362,000

Pleasanton
648 Bonita Avenue Matthies Trust to J. & S. 
Walsh for $700,000

2127 Delucchi Drive K. & H. Akli to C. & M. 
Safta for $410,000

2879 Diavila Court F. & W. Vanwesting to B. 
Kwon for $648,000

584 Neal Street Seed Trust to N. Falk for 
$525,000

1054 Shadow Hills Court M. & S. Singh to Z. Ng 
for $1,448,000

3517 South Glacier Court Washington Mutual 
Bank to Sutter Street Investments for $319,000

1117 Tiffany Lane Harborview Mortgage to J. 
Golomeic for $450,000

4111 Torino Court Mellor Trust to V. & P. Gupte 
for $480,000

2731 Wheatman Court J. & C. Atkins to V. Jaju 
for $700,000

San Ramon
6697 Aberdale Circle R. Murphy to S. & T. 
Matthews for $585,000

8975 Alcosta Boulevard #133 Downey Savings 
to J. Barrie for $122,000

9085 Alcosta Boulevard #325 Federal National 
Mortgage to W. Cheng for $170,000

3072 Bernard Avenue Booth Trust to W. Wright 
for $522,500

3088 Bernard Avenue Wells Fargo Bank to J. 
Chan for $536,500

509 Cashew Court Austere Trust to B. Cook for 
$570,000

517 Columbia Creek Drive R. Therp to A. & Y. 
Yu for $660,000

132 Copper Ridge Road Legacy Copper Ridge to 
S. Sadaghiani for $340,000

25 Copper Ridge Legacy Copper Ridge to Baptist 
Trust for $347,000

2231 Goldenrod Lane V. Perez to A. 
Doddaballapur for $650,000

3407 Java Drive A. & L. Cooper to J. & L. 
Vanrandwyk for $710,000

3976 Knightsbridge Way US Bank to R. & S. 
Gathwala for $890,000

3411 Lanai Drive C. & D. Huston to M. & E. 
Koduru for $712,500

8 Parlin Place Bank of New York to W. Okanovic 
for $450,000

208 Salamanca Court W. Hogeboom to G. & M. 
Pilecki for $680,000

2401 Talavera Drive M. Larson to D. Morrison 
for $545,000

2483 Talavera Drive M. & J. Maners to M. Shum 
for $500,000

921 Vista Pointe Drive B. Lee to A. & M. Mei for 
$616,000

Source: California REsource

PLEASANTON WEEKLY

SALES
Continued from Page 23
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Doug Buenz
Office  

925.251.1111 
Direct 

925.463.2000 

680Homes.com

apr.com | PLEASANTON | 900 Main Street 925.251.1111

High Performance Real Estate

We are currently making an offer on a house we would like to 
buy. We have gone back and forth with counter offers, and the 
seller sent us counter offer #5, which we promptly rejected, as we 
felt the seller was being too unreasonable. In fact, we have decided 
we don’t want to buy this property at all, and want to look at some 
other options. The next day, the listing agent came back and told 
us “Good News. The seller has accepted your Counter offer #4. 
Congratulations! We have a deal!”. Can the seller do this?

This is a great question. There is a lot of confusion over this 
issue. Essentially, once a party executes a counter offer, they have 
modified the contract, and it is only a valid contract if the other 
party agrees to the modified terms. There are no “mulligans” in the 
contractual world. If the other party does not agree to and sign the 
counter offer, then there is no contract. You can not go back and 
say “just kidding. We will accept your previous counter offer”. Un-
less of course the other party agrees. And even in this case, the other 
party would have to execute a counter offer in response at the ear-

lier price and terms, and all parties 
would have to sign it. Counter offers 
are sequential, and the existence of a 
new counter offer renders the other 
counter offers null and void on their 
own (the terms become part of the 
new counter offers subject to modi-
fication). So no, the seller in this 
case can not go back, pick a previous 
counter offer, and decide to accept it 
after they have already countered it. 

Mulligans work well in golf (lord 
knows I use them at a dizzying pace), 
but in the contractual world, they 
are not enforceable unless both parties agree.

As always, consult with an attorney or qualified legal  >>Go to 
www.680homes.com to read the rest of this article.

Luxurious single story on a 

large flat 1.1 Acre lot with 

4 BR + office, 3 ½ BTH, 

hardwood floors, gourmet 

granite kitchen, & more! 

Call for price

There are no “Mulligans” in real estate contracts

The latest from The 680 Blog

Extreme privacy & 

panoramic views! Sharp 

4 BR, 3 BTH home 

remodeled from top to 

bottom on .79 acres at 

end of private road.

$1,199,900

Stunning Mediterranean 

with 5 BR + office, 4 ½ 

BTH, and resort-like .5 acre 

lot with pool, spa, sport 

court, and fire pit!

 $1,499,900

Go to 680Homes.com for more information on these homes and other properties.

Stunning single story custom 

on 1+ acre lot with 6 car garage, 

hardwood floors, granite kit, 

finished attic/storage, and 

private location backing to 

Pleasanton Ridge open space!

$1,625,000

Fabulous single story 4 

BR, 3 BTH home on an 

incredible private .90 acre 

wooded flat lot with gate. 

Gourmet kit with island, 

huge master suite & more!

$1,389,000

Elegant Golden Eagle 

custom home with 4 BR 

plus office, 3 ½ BTH, 

new cherry & granite 

kit, plantation shutters, 

and incredible .42 acre 

flat lot!

$1,500,000

GOLDEN EAGLE! PRIVACY & VIEWS! JUST SOLD!

COMING SOON! JUST LISTED! JUST SOLD!

CA DRE# 00843458
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PLEASANTON 900 Main Street

925.846.6500
www.blaiselofland.com

blaise@blaiselofland.com

apr.com

2468 VIA DE LOS MILAGROS, PLEASANTON
Desirable “Original Country Fair”. Excellent 
location. Convenient to everything. Walk to all 
levels of schools & parks. Customized highly 
upgraded home with five bedrooms, 3.5 bathrooms, 
bonus/game room, 3,787 square feet. Three car 
garage, remodeled kitchen with granite and custom 
backsplash, custom cabinets & built-ins, plantation 
shutters throughout, newer high quality roof, two 
wood burning fireplaces. Very private beautiful 
grounds include in-ground black bottom solar 
heated pool & spa, exposed aggregate patio with 
flagstone, beautiful landscaping on .27 acre lot.
OFFERED AT $1,369,000

ORIGINAL COUNTRY FAIR

PENDING

4262 TAMUR COURT, PLEASANTON
Walk to downtown from your custom home. Great 
location at back of court and adjacent to Kottinger 
Park. Don’t miss the large park-like private rear yard 
with in-ground pool, expansive decking, mature 
trees and beautiful landscaping. Approximately .27 
acre lot. Views of Mt. Diablo. Everything is on one 
level, except downstairs bonus or guest suite. Four 
bedrooms, three baths at 2,524 square feet. Three car 
garage. Optional sauna. Walk to elementary school(s). 
OFFERED AT $879,500

PLEASANTON HEIGHTS

SOLD

2649 CALLE ALEGRE, PLEASANTON
Original Ponderosa’s Country Fair. Location, 
location, location. Convenient to everything. Great 
schools. Don’t miss this Pleasanton home in sought 
after Original Country Fair. Four bedrooms, 2.5 
bathrooms, 2,651 square feet. Two wood burning 
fireplaces. Beautiful private rear grounds include  
in-ground pebble tech pool, built-in outdoor 
kitchen/BBQ, expansive stone patio, sauna, 
basketball/sports court and waterfall on .26 acre lot.
OFFERED AT $999,500

COUNTRY FAIR

SOLD

1327 HEARST DRIVE, PLEASANTON
Great location! Beautiful semi-custom home 
on .40 acre lot. Expansive deck with panoramic 
views! Private rear grounds. Five bedrooms, 4.5 
bathrooms, 4,026 square feet. Upgraded gourmet 
kitchen with granite countertops, newer paint & 
carpeting, extensive hardwood floors. Expansive 
master suite. Community pool, park, tennis 
courts and open space. Walk to Main Street and 
award winning schools!
OFFERED AT $1,195,000

KOTTINGER RANCH

863 SUNNY BROOK WAY, PLEASANTON
Upgraded Avalon Model in Bridle Creek on premium 
.28 acre lot. Beautiful views of Pleasanton Ridge. 
Private rear yard with built in fire pit, custom pergola 
and putting green. Beautifully landscaped. Five 
bedrooms, private office plus private guest suite/
bonus room (5th), 5.5 bathrooms, 4,434 square feet. 
Gourmet kitchen with granite countertops. Custom 
tile and hardwood flooring, plantation shutters. Built 
by Greenbriar Homes in 2001. Located on quiet 
street with no through traffic. Close to downtown, 
Castlewood Country Club, Oak Hills Shopping 
Center, and Mission Hills Park. 
OFFERED AT $1,529,000 

BRIDLE CREEK

2845 VINE COURT, PLEASANTON
Beautiful highly upgraded home in excellent 
condition. Panoramic views of vineyards and 
surrounding hills. Five bedrooms (4th is private 
office, 5th in guest house/casita), four bathrooms 
(4th in casita). Approximate total square footage 
3,553. Upgraded kitchen with granite countertop 
& backsplash, two fireplaces, plantation shutters 
throughout, three car garage. Private gate & rear 
grounds include separate guest house/casita, 
expansive exposed aggregate patio, lawn area, fruit 
trees and vineyards. No backyard neighbors. Close 
to wineries & golf courses.
OFFERED AT $849,000

VINSANTO

2951 PICHOLINE COURT, LIVERMORE
Beautiful, highly upgraded Los Olivos home on 
professionally landscaped private .25 acre lot. 
Don’t miss it! Five bedroom (bonus room 5th), 3.5 
bathrooms, plus detached studio/guest quarters 
(1 bed/1 bath). Approximately 3,889 square feet. 
Gourmet kitchen with custom cabinets, granite 
slab countertops and stainless steel appliances. 
Highly upgraded spacious master suite with granite. 
Beautiful grounds include large private patio, 
spacious lawn area, garden/play set area, and atrium/
side patio. Views of surrounding hills. Minutes to 
quality golf courses and Livermore Valley wineries. 
OFFERED AT $959,000

LOS OLIVOS

4150 CREEKWOOD COURT, PLEASANTON
Don’t miss this private, Pleasanton home on 
premium ½ acre lot. Large multi media/game room, 
upgraded kitchen and bathrooms with granite. Five 
bedrooms, three full bathrooms, hardwood floors, 
two fireplaces, three car garage, 4,002 square feet. 
Large secluded park-like rear yard includes expansive 
Trex deck, in-ground pool, Hot Springs grande 
covered spa, waterfall/pond, playhouse, zip line, 
large lawn area, mature redwood trees and large 
cemented side yard area. Walk to great schools & 
neighborhood parks.
OFFERED AT $1,195,000

PLEASANTON SEMICUSTOM

PENDINGPENDINGPENDING

897 SUNSET CREEK LANE, PLEASANTON
Single level in Bridle Creek on .29 acre premium 
view lot. Built by Greenbriar Homes in 2000. 
Beautiful views of Pleasanton Ridge. Private rear 
yard with built in pool. Beautifully landscaped. 
Five bedrooms, four bathrooms. Gourmet 
kitchen with granite countertops. Crown molding 
and plantation shutters. Close to Downtown, 
Castlewood Country Club, Oak Hills Shopping 
Center, and Mission Hills Park.  
OFFERED AT $1,379,000

BRIDLE CREEK

DRE# 00882113

4444 CHANCERY LANE, DUBLIN
Beautiful upgraded Westcott model in excellent 
condition! Three bedrooms, plus bonus area (4th 
bedroom), 2.5 bathrooms, 2,250 sq. ft. Granite 
countertops, hardwood floors, all appliances 
included. Master suite includes spacious sitting/
viewing balcony. Washer & dryer included. 
Spectacular views and easy access to two car garage 
(drive straight in). Across the street from new 
park. Walk to Emerald Glen Park. Not far from 
Hacienda Crossings Shopping Center and Dublin 
Ranch Golf Course. 
OFFERED AT $529,000 

THE COTTAGES AT DUBLIN RANCH

SOLD

6300 LAURA LANE, PLEASANTON
Best of both worlds! Country estate (1.26 acre), just 
5 minutes from downtown Pleasanton. Beautiful 
home in the country. Private rear grounds with 
in-ground pool, and guest/pool house (1 bed/1 
bath), deck with outdoor BBQ area, large fenced 
land area (to do whatever you want), in addition 
to the landscaped area with pool, patio, etc. Four 
bedrooms, 3.5 bathrooms, 3,100 square feet plus 
pool/guest house, remodeled master bathroom, 
three car garage. 
OFFERED AT $1,495,000

COUNTRY ESTATE

EXCLUSIVE LISTING

1588 FOOTHILL ROAD, PLEASANTON
New custom single level home on private country 
lane off of Foothill Road. This private half acre lot is 
located adjacent to Golden Eagle with ridge views. 
Four bedrooms, bonus room/guest quarters, home 
theater room, private office, lockable 400 bottle wine 
cellar, 4.5 bathrooms, 4,762 square feet. Gourmet 
kitchen with granite slab countertops, top of the 
line appliances. Oversized three car garage (4th car 
option). In-ground pool, detached permitted room 
(office/workout room) seller to credit buyer for brand 
new landscaping. Near Castlewood Country Club. 
OFFERED AT $1,695,000

NEW CUSTOM SINGLE LEVEL
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Go to open.apr.com for the Bay Area’s only 
complete online open home guide.

LIVERMORE  $2,495,000
Exquisite and original craftsmanship 
still remains in this incredible vintage 
estate on almost 2.25 acres with huge 
development potential! 4260 First Street 

LANCE AND KELLY KING  BY APPT

PLEASANTON  $1,599,000
Premium oversized lot, resort like backyard, 
pool, spa, custom built-ins, private guest 
suite, and gourmet kitchen with large wine 
refrigerator. 838 Sunny Brook Way 

LINDA TRAURIG BY APPT

PLEASANTON  $980,000
One of a kind custom home; 2 Master Br 
downstairs! 4 Br+Lg Bonus Rm. Huge 
Gourmet Kit w/adjoining Family Rm. 
Formal Dining/Living Rm. 326 Diamond Ct 

SUE MCKINLEY BY APPT

PLEASANTON  $875,000
5bd/3ba home in desirable Birdland. Close to 
award winning schools, downtown, sports 
park, 580/680. www.5023blackbirdway.
com. 5023 Blackbird Wy

ANNI HAGFELDT BY APPT

PLEASANTON  $795,000
New master bath, 2 year old upstairs bath. 
Newer dual paned windows, hardwood 
flooring, crown molding. Pool, large yard, 
and more. 5271 Crestline Way

MOXLEY TEAM BY APPT

PLEASANTON  $729,000
Del Prado neighborhood. 5 bd/2.5 ba, 
approx. 2469+/-sf living space, approx. 
6700+/-sf lot, eat-in kitchen w/adjoining 
family room. 6740 Via San Blas

JOYCE JONES WED&SAT 2:00-4:00

PLEASANTON  $649,000
3BD 2BA 1,734sf. 6,500 sf. lot Open floor 
plan with the added family room. Updated 
kitchen with new cabinets, granite counters 
and recessed lights. 1357 Kolln St. 

MOXLEY TEAM BY APPT

PLEASANTON  $619,000 
3BD 2BA 1,347sf. 6,500 sf. lot This charming 
home features an updated kitchen with 
granite counters. Wood floors throughout. 
Nicely landscaped. 4127 Alvarado St. 

MOXLEY TEAM BY APPT

LIVERMORE  $525,000
Move-in ready home. Neutral colors 
throughout and freshly painted. Kitchen 
opens to great room, living room areas. 
Raised ceilings. 390 Encino Dr 

KAREN CROWSON BY APPT

PLEASANTON  $472,500
This 2 bd, 2 full ba 1056+/-sf 1 story home 
can be yours to celebrate the holidays! 7k+/-
sf lot, Close to great schools, shopping, 580 
& 680. Many upgrades. 1819 Sinclair Drive

LESLIE FAUGHT SAT&SUN 12-4

How Deep Do Those Roots Go?
The deeper the roots, the more stable and resilient the 

tree. In real estate, the deeper the roots in the community, 

the better the service that a company can provide.

Which explains why Alain Pinel Realtors enjoys a 

leadership position in Bay Area real estate. APR has the 

most experienced agents and managers in the business. 

We were born here. We live here. We love it here. Let our 

success in Bay Area real estate help you too.

View APR Exclusives at apr.com and see what our 

experience can do for you.

Don Faught
Vice President

Managing Broker

Pleasanton and Livermore 

dfaught@apr.com



Re-Elect Jerry Thorne 
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Go to www.jerrythorne.com

Scott Haggerty, 
 Alameda County Supervi-
sor, District 1
Abram Wilson,  
Mayor City of San Ramon
Tim Sbranti, 
Mayor City of Dublin
Marshall Kamena,  
Mayor City of Livermore
Mike Doyle,  
Mayor Town of Danville
Ane Wieskamp, 
East Bay Regional Parks 
Director
Ken Mercer, 
Former Mayor City 
of Pleasanton
Frank Brandes, 
Former Mayor City 
of Pleasanton
Bob Butler,  
Former Mayor City of 
Pleasanton
Tom Pico, 
Former Mayor City of 
Pleasanton
Bob Philcox, 
Former Mayor City of 
Pleasanton
Karin Mohr, 
Former Councilmember 
City of Pleasanton
Becky Dennis, 
Former Councilmember 
City of Pleasanton
Matt Campbell, 
Former Councilmember 
City of Pleasanton
Sharrell Michelotti,  
Former Council Member 
City of Pleasanton
Kasie Hildenbrand, 
Vice Mayor City of Dublin
Kathy Narum,  
Planning Commissioner 
City of Pleasanton
Jerry Pentin,  
Planning Commissioner 
City of Pleasanton
Jennifer Pearce, 
Planning Commissioner 
City of Pleasanton
Arne Olson, 

Planning Commissioner 
City of Pleasanton
Ted Kinzer,  
Parks and Recreation 
Commissioner City of 
Pleasanton
Jack Balch,  
Parks and Recreation 
Commissioner City of 
Pleasanton
Herb Ritter,  
Parks and Recreation 
Commissioner City of 
Pleasanton
Kurt Kummer,  
Parks and Recreation 
Commissioner City of 
Pleasanton
Joe Streng,  
Parks and Recreation 
Commissioner City of 
Pleasanton
Brock Roby,  
Human Services Commis-
sioner City of Pleasanton
Howard Seebach,  
Civic Arts Commissioner 
and Former Parks and 
Recreation Commissioner 
City of Pleasanton
Tony Rivera, 
Civic Arts Commissioner 
City of Pleasanton
John Casey,  
Housing Commissioner 
City of Pleasanton
Justin Probert,  
Housing Commissioner 
City of Pleasanton
David Stark,  
Housing Commissioner 
City of Pleasanton
Deborah Wahl,  
Trails ad hoc Committee 
City of Pleasanton
Jim Dibiase,  
Former Parks and Recre-
ation Commissioner City 
of Pleasanton
Pam Hardy,  
Economic Develop-
ment Committee City of 
Pleasanton

Janice Sangster-Phalen, 
Economic Develop-
ment Committee City of 
Pleasanton
Dick Quigley, 
Zone 7 Board Member
Dean Schenone, 
Alameda Fair Board 
Member
Tony Macchiano, 
Alameda Fair Board 
Member
Chris Grant,  
Trustee Pleasanton  
Unified School District
Pat Kernan, 
Trustee Pleasanton  
Unified School District
Clark Gunson, 
Former Trustee Pleasanton 
Unified School District
Christine Steiner, 
Former Housing Commis-
sioner City of Pleasanton
David Wright, 
Former Civic Arts 
Commissioner City of 
Pleasanton
Rudy Johnson, 
Former Civic Arts 
Commissioner City of 
Pleasanton
Margene Gerton-
Rivara, Former Civic Arts 
Commissioner City of 
Pleasanton
Mike Sedlak, 
Former Parks and Recre-
ation Commissioner and 
Planning Commissioner 
City of Pleasanton
Pat Lane,  
Former Human Services 
Commissioner City of 
Pleasanton
Barbara Hempill,  
Former Human Services 
Commissioner City of 
Pleasanton
Brad Hirst,  
Former Planning Commis-
sioner City of Pleasanton
Harvey Kameny,  

Former Planning Commis-
sioner City of Pleasanton
Jack Dove,  
Former Planning Commis-
sioner City of Pleasanton
Larry Lindsey,  
Former Planning Commis-
sioner City of Pleasanton
Howard Neely,  
Former Parks and Recre-
ation Commissioner City 
of Pleasanton
Chuck Deckert,  
Former Human Services 
Commissioner City of 
Pleasanton
Dave Melander,  
Former Pleasanton Unified 
School District Trustee
Dolores Bengston,  
Former Parks and Com-
munity Services Director 
City of Pleasanton
Bob Warnick,  
Former Public Works Di-
rector City of Pleasanton
Erlene DeMarcus,  
Former Board of Directors 
Member B.A.R.T.
Steve Fast,  
Chairman of the Board 
Pleasanton Chamber of 
Commerce
Gloria Fredette,  
Former Trustee Pleasanton 
Unified School District

Community Leaders
Jim Allen
Gary E.D. Alt
Jennifer Amiel
Beverly Anglin
Frank Auf Der Maur
Don Babbit
Jan Batcheller
Pat Belding
Ward Belding
Chris Beratlis
Terry Berry
Robert Borghese
Stacey Borsody
Dustin Boyce
Flo Bras

Jack Bras
Robert Brent
Rebecca Bruner
Gerry Brunken
Jenny Buck
Jill Buck
Chris Buescher
Tracey Buescher
Frank Capilla
Laura Capilla
Muriel Capilla
Ron Capilla
John Cligny
Brent Cromar
Tom Daggett
Laura Darrow
Dave David
Pat Davis
Tom Davis
Jane Decoite
Steve Decoite
Matt DePretis
Sandra Dibiase
Dominic Diblasio
Ann Pfaff Doss
Polly Dove
Les Duman
Marilyn Duman
Art Dunkley
Tuny Dunkley
Bill Eastman
Mike Faber
Trudy Fabian
Ted Fairfield
John Ferreri
Joanie Fields
Gene Finch
Tom Fox
Richard Fredette
Tom Gallagher
Steve Gilmour
Susan Glanville
Ursula Goldstein
Jim Gulseth
Joanne Gunson
Tom Hall
Jon Harvey
Gerald Hayes
Cheree Hethershaw
Charles Huff
Kay Huff
Ron Hyde
Marty Inderbitzen

Bill James
Kris Jarvis
James Jellison
Sandra Jellison
Marge Johnson
Bruce Jones
Jim Jordan
Harvey Kameny
Marty Kameny
Dick Karn
Stacey Knight
Gary Knowles
Nandor Krause
Derek Kvistad
Erin Kvistad
Bob Lane
Joan Laursen  
Judy Lloyd
Debbie Look
Tanya Ludden
Shirley Macchiano
Kathleen MacDonald
Peter MacDonald
Vic Malatesta
Roger Manning
Mary V. Mayer
Wally Mayer
Charles Meyer
Kim Micheff
Steve Micheff
Carl Michelotti
Chris Miller
Doug Miller
Bob Molinaro
Ron Morrow
Steve Morsilli
Janet Mullaney
Tom Napier
Maureen Nokes
Tom Noonan
Eric “Otis” Nostrand
Carol Ann Olson
Chris Olson
John O’Neil
Jon Pallesen
Carl Palowitch
David Parker
Jack Parker
Beacher Pearce
Rosemarie Pease
Ruth Pearce
Jim Pease
Jan Pegler

Alex Peng
Elizabeth Peng
Ellen Pensky
Ken Petersen
Read Phillips
Karen Pico
Dominic Pipitone
Rose Polis
Patty Powers
Cathy Raty
Scott Raty
Lou Rivara
Bill Rose
Shari Sacks
Sblend Sblendorio
Kristen Schenone
Emily Seebach
John Sensiba
Charlotte Severin
Jerry Severin
Tim Shalk
Bob Shapiro
Joyce Shapiro
Jackie Shurtleff
John Shurtleff
Peter Skogland
Phil Stage
Nancy Storch
Ron Sutton
Mark Sweeney
Marsha Sweeney
Mark Tanis
Keri Thorne
Sandi Thorne
Tammy Tsujioka
Bob Tucknott
Kathi Vermont
Robert Vollgraf
Tessie Wagner-Pease
David Walker
Lyn Walker
Carl Walter
Scott Walsh
Sarah Warnick
Craig Wendland
George Withers
Roz Wright
Janet Yarbrough
Greg Yount

Check Out Jerry’s Stands on the Important Issues

Jerry’s Supporters (partial list, see www.jerrythorne.com for full list)

Paid for Jerry Thorne for Council 2010, FPPC #1242945

Fiscally Responsible

Bringing Jobs to Pleasanton

Cutting Back Regulations and Red Tape

 Easing Traffic Headaches

Defender of Our Kids’ Education

A Champion of Veterans and Military Families


