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Remodeled St. Mary Street house offers the best of both worlds

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

 Stroll along the 600 block of St. Mary Street in 

Pleasanton and it might be the year 1910. In one 

stretch on the north side of the street are a row of 

homes built shortly after 1900.
 Teri and John Banholzer, the owners of 653 St. 

Mary St., recently received the first Historic Pres-

ervation Award from Museum On Main for recon-

structing their home to maintain the character of 

the neighborhood. The Banholzers knew from the time they rented 

a 1915 bungalow on Second Street that they 

wanted to buy and restore a historic home. 

 “We looked at several houses on Second Street 

but the market was crazy then,” recalled John.

 Finally in 2000 they bought the house on St. 

Mary Street, which was built in 1906. 

 “It needed lots and lots of work,” John said. “It 

was a rental property for close to 50 years and 

hadn’t been well cared for. But we saw the poten-

tial, being in the midst of six turn-of-the-century 

houses right in a row.” The house was 1,300 square feet, but the quar-

ter-acre lot meant it had room for a 700-square-

foot addition plus a generous back yard.

 “It wasn’t as large and detailed as the other hous-

es on the street,” John explained. “It was a typical 

pretty simple turn-of-the-century house with two 

bedrooms, one bath. We added a second bath and 

a bigger kitchen — we reformatted the back of the 

house.”
 They knew the house needed all new electrical and 

plumbing and rented a place to live around the cor-

ner on Pleasanton Avenue while they worked on the 

renovations. But when they started work, the project 

turned out to be much bigger than they’d thought.

 “It didn’t have gutters, and there was dry rot 

everywhere,” John said. “It needed a whole new 

foundation.” They hired Pleasanton architect Charles Huff, 

who specializes in historic buildings, and contrac-

tor Bruce Trestrail. “He shared my attention to detail,” said John. “We 

worked really well together. He made it happen.”

 The house had a chimney but not a fireplace. 

They built a fireplace in the living room, construct-See HOUSE on Page 22 The fireplace features redwood salvaged from the ho

cabinetry, a farmhouse sink with an apron front, a

roof rafters. 
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Dear friend,

What a story. It’s a story that I heard long ago 
that I should tell you about, too. It may help 
change a life.

The year is 1977 and Bob and Susan are newly 
married. They are setting out creating a life 
together and starting a family with the arrival of 
their first child, a boy named David. Their son 
is healthy and happy, that is until one day when 
he has his first fever.

At first, Bob and Susan are not too worried. After 
all, kids get fevers. It is no surprise to parents 
that the first night of David’s fever meant that 
Bob and Susan are not sleeping much. David 
is cranky and waking up all night long. As the 
morning sun comes through the window these 
two parents are exhausted, Bob is leaving for 
work and the baby’s fever is not changing.

Susan stays home with David, trying her best 
to keep him comfortable. But as the day passes, 
David is getting worse. His fever is higher and 
after lunch he just starts screaming. No matter 
what this young mother does, nothing seems to 
be helping her little boy. She is trying to reach 
her husband Bob, but back before cell phones, 
it takes a while to track him down. Hours later, 
she finally reaches him, and says “Come home 
right away, the baby is burning up! And no 
matter what I do he won’t stop screaming!” 
Bob hears real worry in his wife’s voice, clears 
his schedule and heads home.

It is after 8 p.m. before Bob can fight his way 
through the traffic and make it home. He is 
walking up the stairs and approaching to door to 
his apartment when he hears his son’s screams. 
As he walks in he sees his wife, visibly upset, 
holding David. Bob takes David and feeling 
how hot he is, begins to check him. He finds a 
misalignment and he gives David an adjustment. 
You see, Bob is a young chiropractor.

The crying continues for a few minutes and 
then David settles down and falls asleep. David 
(and his tired parents) sleep through the night 
that night. David sleeps and sleeps as his little 
body fights off whatever bug he has. In fact 
David sleeps for 18 hours straight! And as Bob 
returns home from work that night, the night 
before hearing screams, on this night he hears 
the joyous laughs and giggles of his happy baby 
boy.

I know this story very well. You see, this is my 
story. Bob and Susan are my mom and dad, 
and yes, I am David. I am a chiropractor now 
too, and I too have a baby son now, Benjamin. 
That’s me and Ben in the photo.

Ben was checked and adjusted within the first 
minutes of his life. He obviously didn’t complain 
of neck pain or back pain; I adjust him to keep 

him healthy … as with all the children I care 
for in my office. You see, it’s not normal for 
kids to get ear infections, headaches, allergies 
or a number of other illnesses we see clear up in 
our office. When the nervous system is working 
correctly your internal resistance and healing 
powers are enhanced.

It’s strange how life is, because now families 
come to see me when they have problems like I 
used to have. Also, they come to me with:

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Just to name a few… 

Here’s what some of my patients had to say:

“Prior to meeting Dr. De Bonis, I had a long 
history of stomach issues which sometimes 
made me unable to sleep. The other doctors 
I had seen could only recommend a drug to 
mask the symptoms. I wasn’t’ comfortable or 
satisfied with that long term solution. Then my 
wife told me to meet with Dr. De Bonis. Since 
my first appointment my symptoms gradually 
subsided and now completely disappeared. My 
overall health and quality of life have improved 
significantly, thanks to Dr. De Bonis.”

 
“Before I started chiropractic care, my back 
and neck hurt all the time. I was in constant 

pain. So I got used to hurting and forgot how 
it felt to not be hurting. The first time Dr. De 
Bonis adjusted me I started to remember how it 
felt to be normal and free of pain. I have been 
off my medications for 1 year now. Dr. De Bonis 
helped me a lot and now I feel great!” 

There are millions of people who suffer from 
health problems, and many do not know where 
they can turn. For over one hundred years, 
chiropractors have been helping those people 
and making a difference to them, one by one.

that health comes from within. This is why 
chiropractic helps so many people. You see, 
you have a body that can heal itself. Your body 
doesn’t need any help; it just can’t have any 
interference. With chiropractic, we don’t add 
anything to the body or take anything from it. 
We find interference in the nervous system and 
remove it thus enhancing the healing capacities 
of the body. We get tremendous results… it 
really is as simple as that.

You Benefit from an Amazing Offer- It 
shouldn’t cost you a fortune to correct your 
health. When you bring in this article, you will 
receive my entire new patient exam for $17. 
That’s with x-rays, consultation, and full exam. 
This exam could cost you $300 elsewhere. But, 
please call right away because this offer expires 
on October 10, 2010 and I don’t want you to miss 
out. By the way, further care is very affordable. 
You see, I’m not trying to seduce you to come 
see me with this low start up fee, then to only 
make it up with high fees after that.
be happy to know that I have affordable family 
plans.

Great care at a great fee…
there’s no misunderstanding about quality of 
care just because I have a lower fee. You’ll get 
great care at a great fee. I just have that low 
exam fee to help more people who need care.

Our office is both friendly and warm and we try 
our best to make you feel at home. Our office 
is called De Bonis Family Chiropractic and it 
is at 4625 First Street, Suite 100, in downtown 

(925) 223-7143 today for 
an appointment. We can help you. 

Thank you. 

–Dr. David De Bonis  

P.S. When accompanied by the first, I am also 
offering the second family member this same 
examination for only $10. 

P.P.S. You can call 7 days a week to set up 
your appointment. 

“Come home right away, the baby is burning up!”
And no matter what I do he won’t stop screaming… 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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Downtown merchants could 
see their profits rise by 
3-5% this holiday sea-

son, thanks to programs being 
advanced by the city’s Economic 
Development Director Pamela 
Ott, the Pleasanton Downtown 
Association’s new executive direc-
tor Laura Olson and the business 
owners, themselves. Olson, who 
was named 
to the PDA 
post last May, 
said the “Shop 
Local” campaign 
that is being 
advanced by 
EMC Creative, 
a Danville-
based market-
ing group, is a 
city-funded (e.g. 
taxpayer-paid) effort to encour-
age more shoppers to take their 
business to Pleasanton. Because 
it’s a publicly-financed effort, the 
campaign won’t limit its strategic 
thinking to just the downtown but 
will also include retail centers in 
other parts of Pleasanton, includ-
ing the Stoneridge Shopping Cen-
ter. Although clearly, Olson told a 
Realtors’ group earlier this month, 
the campaign’s focus is on the 
downtown where small businesses 
especially have been struggling in 
the economic downturn.
 While the EMC program, that 
recommends newspaper adver-
tising, flyers and greater uses of 
what if calls “freebies,” such as 
Facebook and Twitter promo-
tions, puts an immediate focus 
on the upcoming Christmas 
shopping season, Olson says the 
city and the PDA are working 
together to bring more sizzle 
to the downtown. A big boost 
is expected to come with the 
opening tonight of the $10 mil-
lion Firehouse Arts Center on 
Railroad Avenue, just a block 
from Main Street. Some pubs 
are already open late on week-
end nights including those that 
offer music, dancing and other 
entertainment, such as Barone’s 
the Farmer Restaurant, Redcoats 
and Main Street Brewery. The 
PDA is working with other busi-
nesses to make a downtown trip 
to a Firehouse performance even 
more enjoyable with restaurants 
that will guarantee quick service 
so that patrons can dine and 
still make it to the theater on 
time, and some that stay open 
later with menus for late night 

desserts and drinks even if they 
don’t have music and dancing.
 Beyond the Firehouse, Olson 
wants to expand special events 
downtown. This year’s First 
Wednesday street parties brought 
record crowds, partly because of 
good weather at each of the five 
summertime events, but also be-
cause more folks who live here 
are finding the street parties bet-
ter organized. The popular beer 
garden was restricted to adults 
only this year with a second band 
added along with family seating at 
the north end of Main. Next year, 
Olson plans to add a wine bar and 
entertainment at the family sec-
tion, and she also hopes to draw 
more people to south Main Street 
with a limited number of hot 
rods and classic cars on display, 
courtesy of the Pleasanton-based 
Goodguys organization. Olson says 
she knows the added attractions 
are working. The September First 
Wednesday usually attracts only 
5,000 people. This year it was well 
over 10,000, about the same as 
August’s event. Main Street Brew-
ery’s business was up 10-15% vs. 
the month prior when the First 
Wednesday venue was not extend-
ed north to the arroyo.
 Another benefit of First Wednes-
days is that there’s more appeal to 
Pleasanton residents than other 
major attractions, such as an-
tique shows and exhibits at the 
Fairgrounds which have a greater 
Tri-Valley/East Bay appeal. Down-
town merchants like it when out-
of-towners shop at their stores and 
dine locally, but it’s those who live 
in Pleasanton who need to be more 
supportive. Olson cited a study 
by a national nonprofit grass roots 
group called the “350 Study” that 
found that if every employed per-
son in the U.S. spent $50 a month 
at independently-owned businesses 
in their home towns it would gen-
erate $42.6 billion in local revenue 
throughout the country. That’s not 
to say those who live here should 
avoid Stoneridge Shopping Center 
or other Pleasanton shopping cen-
ters, which bring in huge sales tax 
revenue to the city, but Olson sim-
ply reminds everyone how much a 
meal or two or a special gift could 
benefit our historic downtown, 
which most of us consider the 
crown jewel of Pleasanton. Still, 
PDA and city surveys show that 
the public would like more variety 
and even more special downtown 
events. Merchants, as members of 
the PDA, want to hear from their 
customers about just what they’d 
like to see. Those are the ideas 
Olson will use in the coming weeks 
as she and her PDA directors plan 
their 2011 strategy to add more 
sizzle to downtown.  

AROUND  
PLEASANTON

BY JEB BING

Let’s add 
more ‘sizzle’ 
downtown

About the Cover
A large glass marquee designed by internationally recognized glass artist Martin 
Donlin and unique back-lighted metal signage mark the entryway to Pleasan-
ton’s new $10 million Firehouse Arts Center that opens tonight. Cover design by 
Lily Cao. Photo by Jay Flachsbarth.
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Streetwise
ASKED AT THE CIVIC CENTER

What are the highlights of the new 
Firehouse Arts Center that people should 
look for when it opens tonight?

Julie Finegan 
Visual Arts Coordinator

People can look forward to seeing some 
really nice art exhibits that will inspire our 
residents and support our local artists, as 
well as other artists in the region.

Susan Andrade-Wax
Director, Parks and Community Services

The Arts Center will be a focal point of 
downtown Pleasanton. People will now be 
able to come downtown, enjoy a meal, and 
then explore various types of art, including 
performing arts and visual arts. It is not 
only a theater and arts center; it will also be 
a venue for special events. 

Mark Spiller
Community Services Manager

There is a wonderful classroom facility 
in the Arts Center that will complement 
the performing arts, and it can serve as a 
rehearsal space. We can also offer drawing 
and painting classes for the community.

Rob Vogt
Theater Supervisor

One of the highlights of the Firehouse Arts 
Center is the theater. With only 227 seats, 
it has an intimate nature. Whether patrons 
are coming to see Mose Allison or Roger 
McGuinn, they will have a wonderful, inti-
mate experience.

Andy Jorgensen
Civic Arts Manager

Visitors to the Firehouse Arts Center can 
look forward to experiences that are of 
high quality and sophistication in a lovely, 
welcoming and intimate setting that incites 
passion for the arts.

Have a Streetwise question? E-mail editor@PleasantonWeekly.com

Page 4 September 17, 2010 Pleasanton Weekly

The Pleasanton Weekly is published every Friday by Embarcadero Media, 5506 Sunol Blvd., 
Suite 100, Pleasanton, CA 94566; (925) 600-0840. Mailed at Periodicals Postage Rate, 
USPS 020407. The Weekly is mailed upon request to homes and apartments in Pleasanton. 
Print subscriptions for businesses or residents of other communities are $60 per year or 
$100 for two years. Go to www.PleasantonWeekly.com to sign up and for more informa-
tion.  POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Pleasanton Weekly, 5506 Sunol Blvd., Suite 
100, Pleasanton, CA 94566. © 2010 by Embarcadero Media. All rights reserved. Reproduction 
without permission is strictly prohibited.

—Compiled by Kerry Nally

 

You change over the  
years – so do your eyes.

Ensure healthy vision 
with an annual eye 

exam.
ValleyEyeCareCenter.com

(925) 460-5000
5575 W. Las Positas Blvd., #240 

Pleasanton, CA 94588

(925) 449-4000

GRAHAM-HITCH
MORTUARY

Dignified Care  
& Compassionate Service 

Since 1891

Advance Planning 
Made Easy

Call Deanna for a FREE 
 consultation. In-home 

visits available.

4167 First Street, Pleasanton

925-846-5624
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FD#429

“Like” 
us on
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Newsfront
Iron Horse Trail 
extension
 The East Bay Regional Park 
District and the city of Pleas-
anton are hosting a second 
community meeting to discuss 
the 1.6-mile extension of the 
Iron Horse Trail from Santa Rita 
Road to the Pleasanton/Dublin 
BART Station. Closing this gap 
will complete the Iron Horse 
Trail through Pleasanton.
 The feasibility study under 
way is evaluating comments and 
concerns voiced by residents at 
the first meeting held in June as 
well as alignment challenges, en-
vironmental impacts, traffic im-
pacts and arterial roadway cross-
ings. At this second meeting, the 
district will present the proposed 
alignment alternatives that have 
been identified, show maps and 
graphics, solicit comments and 
provide feedback to the general 
public. The meeting is scheduled 
from 6-8 p.m. Sept. 29 at the 
Veterans Memorial Building, 301 
Main St. in Pleasanton.

Plots offered for 
Pleasanton residents
 People who live in Pleasanton 
and non-residents with a spouse 
or partner buried at Pioneer 
Cemetery will have first op-
tion to purchase plots starting 
Oct. 1. The cemetery, at 5780 
Sunol Blvd., has 200 plots and 
200 cremation niches to sell at 
a maximum of two per family. 
Beginning in April, any unsold 
spaces will be offered to the 
general public.
 Information about plot loca-
tions, costs and purchase op-
tions is available through the 
city’s agent, Jayne Archer of 
Catholic Funeral and Cemetery 
Services, at 455-9696.

Books for sale

 Boost your private book col-
lection at the Fall Book Sale 
2010 hosted by the Friends of 
the Pleasanton Public Library 
from Sept. 24-26 at the library’s 
large meeting room. More than 
40,000 donated books and other 
media from bestsellers to biogra-
phies to children’s picture books 
will be for sale. Paperbacks are 
50 cents, with hardbacks and 
large-format paperbacks for $1. 
Revenues purchase library ma-
terials, programs or equipment.
 The Friday night sale will run 
from 6-9 p.m. for Friends mem-
bers; memberships are available 
at the door. The sale is open to 
the public from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Saturday, and from 11 a.m.-3 
p.m. Sunday. Because of the 
tight confines of the sale layout, 
no strollers are allowed.
 The Friends are seeking adult 
volunteers to help set up and 
to work during the sale. Call 
Nancy Bering at 462-4368.

DIGEST
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3 candidates vie for 2 open seats on Pleasanton school board
With no incumbents seeking re-election, there’ll be 2 new faces for sure after Nov. 2 election

JEB BING

Parade kicks off soccer season
Pleasanton’s soccer season 2010 opened Saturday with teams in colorful cos-
tumes parading down Main Street in the traditional start to the Ballistic United 
Soccer Club games for boys and the Pleasanton RAGE for girls. Team volunteers 
and coaches, many of them dressed to match the colorful costumes worn by 
their teams, walked alongside the groups as hundreds more watched from the 
sidewalks. The players exhibited creativity and fun, dressed as daffodils, tigers, 
snakes and in baseball and football jerseys, bringing “Mardi Gras” in Septem-
ber to downtown Pleasanton. Goodies were provided along the route with the 
parade ending at Angela Street and Peters Avenue. Games in the 2010 soccer 
season got under way at 9 a.m. and lasted all day on scores of fields at Sports 
Park and middle and elementary school fields.

BY GLENN WOHLTMANN
 Their websites are up, the search 
for endorsements is on, and cam-
paigning is in full swing for three 
candidates seeking election to two 
open seats on the Pleasanton school 
board in the Nov. 2 election.
 The candidates are Jeff Bowser, 
Joan Laursen and Sandy Piderit.
 Two of them will succeed cur-
rent board members Pat Kernan and 
Jim Ott, who have chosen not to 
seek re-election to their posts. The 
other members of the school board, 
whose terms expire in 2012, are 
Chris Grant, Valerie Arkin and Jamie 
Hintzke.
 In interviews with the Pleasanton 
Weekly, the candidates discussed 
their reasons for seeking election to 
the school board.

Jeff Bowser

 P l e a s a n t o n 
school board can-
didate Jeff Bowser, 
an executive with 
Qwest Communi-
cations, is hoping 
to bring his edu-
cational and busi-
ness experience to 
the district.
 Bowser, who lost the race in 2008, 
said deciding to run again was a dif-
ficult decision.
 “It’s my choice to run for the 
board but it really needs to be a 

family decision,” Bowser said. “We 
decided as a family (that) my edu-
cation and business experience is 
what Pleasanton schools need so for 
that, we’re willing to make difficult 
decisions at a difficult time and the 
controversy that creates.”
 Bowser has a master’s degree in 
educational leadership and spent 13 
years working at all levels in schools, 
beginning as a teacher and making 
his way through the ranks.
 “That, combined with 13 years of 
business experience, brings the best 
of both worlds to benefit Pleasanton 
schools,” he said. “I think the key 
thing is our schools are in dire straits 
and they need somebody with actual 
educational leadership experience. It 
sounds a little corny, but it’s also to 
give back to a community where I’ve 
been a resident for 39 years.”
 Bowser said he’s aware of the 
problems the district is facing.
 “The job of the board as well as 
the administration is to attract the 
best of the best,” he said, but “come 
spring, we’re going to be back in the 
same budget situation we were in.”
 Part of Bowser’s motivation comes 
from his recent completion of the 
Pleasanton Chamber of Commerce’s 
Leadership Pleasanton program.
 “Even though I’ve lived in this 
town for 39 years, there was so 
much I didn’t know,” he said, adding 
that the program gave him a better 
understanding of the city and how 

it’s dealing with the state budget 
crisis.
 One reason deciding to run again 
was difficult, Bowser said, is that 
his wife, Patty, who’s a third-grade 
teacher at Hearst Elementary School, 
will be restricted from promotion 
and won’t be able to change posi-
tions should he be elected.
 He said he’d recuse himself from 
any votes that would appear to be a 
conflict of interest.
 “For the most part,” Bowser said, 
“it’s not an adversarial position. It’s 
about coming together.”
 Bowser will be helped in his cam-
paign by his son, Jeffrey, a senior 
at Foothill High School, the same 
school he graduated from.

Joan Laursen 

 Pleasanton school board candi-
date Joan Laursen, who kicked off 
her campaign in July, said the expe-
rience she already has working with 
schools makes her “uniquely quali-
fied” for the board.
 “I have spent 15 
years volunteering 
and working ex-
tremely hard with 
our staff and par-
ents in our com-
munity. That’s why 
I want to run,” 
Laursen said.
 She worked in banking for 12 
years, which she said gave her ex-

perience analyzing data, setting up 
systems and measuring goals.
 “I’m very comfortable with num-
bers and budgets,” Laursen said. 
“The job of a school board member 
isn’t to get down in the minutia of 
a budget, but it is to understand 
that what you’re getting out (of the 
budget) is worth what you’re putting 
into it.’”
 Laursen has also served on school 
site councils; a number of district-
wide committees, including budget 
advisory committees; in band boost-
er groups; and on the Parent Faculty 
Association & Parent Teacher Asso-
ciation boards.
 “Most recently, I was the president 
of the Pleasanton PTA Council, rep-
resenting over 5,000 members in 
Pleasanton,” she said, noting that in 
2009, the Pleasanton PTA Council 
was named Outstanding Council for 
California by the state PTA. “Dur-
ing my tenure on the PTA Council, 
we hosted flu vaccination clinics, 
trained and mentored PTA officers 
at school sites, conducted a school 
board candidates’ forum, and held 
many parent education workshops.”
 Laursen said her work as a volun-
teer has given her an understanding 
of educational issues and how com-
plicated the system can be.
 “Getting changes made, that has 
to do with having the knowledge 

See SCHOOL BOARD on Page 6

Candidates disagree on 
council’s direction

 Oak Grove, hillside development continue as 
issues on campaign trail

BY JEB BING
 Candidates for mayor and City Council sparred Tuesday over the ques-
tion about the direction of the municipal government in Pleasanton with 
very different and blunt answers.
 Asked by businessman and moderator Brad Hirst at the Pleasanton 
Chamber of Commerce candidates’ forum if they thought the City Coun-
cil was headed in the right or wrong direction, the answers were:
 Wrong, said by City Councilwoman Cindy McGovern who is seeking 
the mayor’s post, and by Realtor Karla Brown, a newcomer on the political 
circuit who wants a seat on the council. They said the council majority 
had for too long ignored the will of their constituents, citing votes to ap-
prove the Oak Grove housing proposal and against a citizens’ measure to 
block hillside development.
 Right, said Mayor Jennifer Hosterman and council members Cheryl 
Cook-Kallio and Jerry Thorne, who are seeking re-election, and newcom-
er Fred Watson, a manager at Open Heart Kitchen who also is seeking a 
council seat. The incumbents pointed to a host of capital improvements 
during their terms, including construction of the $10 million Firehouse 
Arts Center, which opens tonight, the lighted baseball fields on the 
Bernal Community Park, the approval earlier this month of the multi-
million-dollar development projects on Staples Ranch, the extension of 
Stoneridge Drive to El Charro Road and Livermore, and the renovation 
of the Veterans Memorial Building.
 In response to questions, Cook-Kallio and Thorne also cited suc-
cessful negotiations with the firefighters’ union with members agree-
ing to contribute 2% of their pay toward retirement benefits. Also 
both the firefighters and city management employees hired after Jan. 
1, 2009, will have to contribute to health insurance coverage for their 
spouses and families and will no longer be eligible for lifetime cover-
age after age 65, having to rely on Medicare instead.

See CANDIDATES on Page 6
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TAKE US ALONG
Racquetball, any-
one? Bobby Sehr-
gosha competed in 
the Junior National 
Racquetball Cham-
pionships held at 
Michigan State last 
June, and his mother 
Maryam Sehrgosha 
and Coach Elaine 
Dexter brought 
along a Weekly for 
good luck

Discover private apartment living in 
Pleasanton with views of  the surround-

ing hills…Freedom from the time and ex-
pense of  housekeeping, home maintenance, 
menu planning, grocery shopping, cooking 
and clean-up…Neighbors and staff  who 
become friends before too long.

Discover assisted living and memory care 
services as comforting and energizing as your 
fi rst cup of  coffee in the morning. Call today to 
schedule a tour.

I AM A STICKLER FOR 
FRESHNESS. AND I FANCY 
MYSELF A PRETTY GOOD 
COOK. WHEN I FOUND 
THAT THE PARKVIEW 
OFFERS A MENU THAT 
HAS MORE THAN ONE 
ENTRÉE, FRESH FRUITS 
AND VEGETABLES AND 
CHANGES EVERY DAY 
—MY DECISION ON 
WHERE TO LIVE WAS EASY.

100 VALLEY AVENUE (FORMERLY JUNIPERO ST.) 
PLEASANTON

925-461-3042
WWW.ESKATON.ORG   MANAGED BY ESKATONLicense #015601283

Th e Perf ect Blend
THE INDEPENDENCE YOU WANT, THE ASSISTANCE YOU NEED.

and the background so that you 
have an understanding of the pro-
cess,” she said.
 Laursen said the school board 
needs to be able to set policy and 
have a vision for what the Pleasan-
ton school district is going to look 
in the next five to 10 years.
 “This community is taking a deep 
breath and we’re ready to look for-
ward and move ahead to decide 
what we want to change and what 
we want to keep in the next few 
years,” she said. “I’m really looking 
forward to it.”
 Laursen and her husband, Dar-
rel, have two children. Their son is 
currently attending UC San Diego, 
majoring in engineering physics, 
and their daughter is an eighth-
grade student at Harvest Park Mid-
dle School.

Sandy Piderit

 Concern for the future of educa-
tion in Pleasanton led Sandy Piderit 
to run for the school board, she told 
a small crowd at her recent kickoff 
event.

 Piderit, who moved to the area 
with her family in 2008, said part 
of the reason for the move was the 
quality of Pleasanton schools. She 
said she became concerned after 
hearing about the state cuts to edu-
cation and wants to explore new 
ways of looking 
at the district and 
new financial op-
tions to bring in 
money.
 “I think that 
the district could 
put more em-
phasis on grant 
writing, partly as 
a way of piloting new kinds of 
teaching experiments,” she said, 
explaining some of those options 
could include online learning and 
new types of tutoring.
 More than that, Piderit said she 
wants to get people talking.
 “I think the real key is to get 
all the members of the commu-
nity talking with one another 
about what’s most important and 
how we can support our students 
and teachers, getting the work of 
learning done,” she said. “We need 
to make sure that teachers are 

the best quality teachers we can 
recruit and be sure we challenge 
them to be sure they develop their 
skills throughout their career.”
 Piderit, a visiting associate pro-
fessor at the Naval Postgraduate 
School in Monterey, drew from 
her experience at the school. She 
pointed out that all naval pro-
grams are evaluated every three 
years to make sure they’re accom-
plishing what they were designed 
to do, and she hopes to bring a 
similar approach to the district.
 “I want to do everything pos-
sible to make sure our schools 
here stay strong,” Piderit said.
 She has served on the Site 
Council at Alisal Elementary since 
August 2009, and has volunteered 
at the school in several different 
capacities.
 Piderit holds a Ph.D. in Business 
Administration from the Univer-
sity of Michigan in Ann Arbor, and 
has taught management and or-
ganizational behavior courses for 
more than a decade.
 Piderit and her husband Scott live 
in Mohr Park. They have a 9-year-
old daughter, Julia, who attends Al-
isal Elementary School. 

 Thorne, who serves on 18 re-
gional committees and commis-
sions, including the League of Cali-
fornia Cities, said Pleasanton has 
managed to reduce its unfunded 
pension liabilities in the last several 
years.
 Hosterman cited a recent Money 
Magazine report that named Pleas-
anton as one of the top cities in the 
U.S. in its population category.
 “We have a city that provides a 
wonderful opportunity for people to 
raise their families, to work here, to 
play and to go to some of the best 
schools in the country,” she said.
 Cook-Kallio said the City Coun-
cil is about leadership and she 
believes she has the qualities of a 
good leader.
 “In these difficult times, we must 
take steps to ensure that we have a 
stable economic plan so that we can 
continue to offer the high level of 
services we now provide,” she said. 
“Businesses are essential partners in 
that effort.”
 Watson said he was not familiar 
with some of the issues facing Pleas-
anton, but knows that a good busi-
ness base is vital.

 “As a manager at Open Heart 
Kitchen, I have seen the homeless 
coming for help,” he said. “These 
are good people who have a good 
education and want to work if 
there were jobs for them to take. I 
want to make sure Pleasanton stays 
as a community that makes sure 
businesses stay here and that others 
build here.”
 In his questioning, Hirst pointed 
out that Cook-Kallio was the only 
candidate four years ago to sup-
port extending Stoneridge Drive to 
Livermore. Tuesday, all six of those 
at the candidates’ forum said they 
favor opening the roadway now.
 The six also said they support the 
planned construction of a new, large 
Lifestyle Safeway supermarket and 
retail complex at the corner of Valley 
and Bernal avenues, across from the 
Fairgrounds.
 McGovern also said she is ac-
cepting campaign contributions 
only from individual supporters, 
and declined an interview with the 
Pleasanton Chamber’s political ac-
tion committee because she does 
not want money or support from a 
special interest group. She has been 
a long-time critic of Hosterman for 
accepting campaign contributions 
from developers. 

CANDIDATES
Continued from Page 5
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BY GLENN WOHLTMANN
 Pleasanton schools did well on the 
state’s Academic Performance Index 
(API) tests, but some areas still need 
work, according to state documents 
and local officials. Overall, the dis-
trict’s average climbed by 5 points, 
and all schools except for Village 
High are well above the state’s goal, 
a score of 800 or better. Pleasanton’s 
API average is 906; in 2009 its score 
was 901.
 Seven of Pleasanton’s schools made 
advances, with some, such as Hearst 
and Vintage Hills elementary schools, 
Harvest Park and Pleasanton middle 
schools, gaining 10 points or more. 

Three schools — Mohr Elementary, 
Hart Middle and Foothill High — 
scored the same as last year.
 API scores dropped at four elemen-
tary schools: Fairlands, Lydiksen, Val-
ley View and Walnut Grove, with Val-
ley View dropping 9 points. Overall 
math and science scores have been 
going up, according to Cindy Galbo, 
assistant superintendent of educa-
tional services. She said 85 percent 
of eighth-graders are taking algebra, 
with 70 percent scoring proficient or 
advanced; and 7 percent of eighth-
graders are taking geometry, with 100 
percent proficient or advanced.
 “In science, our fifth-grade science 

results, 90 percent of our fifth-grad-
ers are proficient or advanced, which 
are some of the highest scores in the 
state,” Galbo said.
 Galbo traced the drops at some 
schools to three subgroups.
 “Our socio-economically disadvan-
taged students are significantly below 
the rest of our population,” she said. 
“And then our students with disabili-
ties, they score below average.”
 She said the third group is Hispan-
ics. But, Galbo said, all three groups 
have been the focus of extra attention 
from the district and the problem 
with all three groups is statewide, not 
just in Pleasanton, where some gains 
have been made.
 Find the link to the scores at Pleas-
antonWeekly.com. 

Schools do well in state testing

SCHOOL BOARD
Continued from Page 5
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The right man

Dear Editor,
 With today’s bad news, the Sept. 
8 workshop on green energy held 
by Congressman Jerry McNerney at 
Dublin’s beautiful Shannon Commu-
nity center was a bright beacon of 
hope. It was so encouraging to hear 
how much is going on in the Tri-Val-
ley area with respect to going green. 
Venture capital, loan programs, as-
sistance for ordinary companies to 

save money by greening, training/
education for green jobs, as well as 
the expected efforts to promote re-
newable sources of energy were the 
order of the afternoon. The emphasis 
on innovation in the area of green en-
ergy renewed my belief that America 
is a can-do country.
 McNerney’s opponent for Con-
gress reads the Declaration of inde-
pendence on Tax Day in Pleasanton 
at a Tea Party event while McNer-
ney fights for our future.
 Jerry McNerney is definitely the 
right man for our time.

Eloise Hamann

LETTERS

Opinion

Just a month after settling an affordable housing lawsuit 
that included scuttling its 1996 voter-mandated, 29,000-
unit housing cap, Pleasanton is now working to develop 

a new “housing element” that will meet state requirements. 
It has just nine months to identify and rezone available land 
that would make it possible for developers of nonprofit, af-
fordable housing to successfully build and provide high den-
sity housing for low and very-low income tenants. To meet 
the deadline and ensure that the new plan would likely meet 
state specifications, the City Council last week approved hir-
ing Baird & Driskell Community Planning for $100,000 to 
research and revise a plan that city staff last updated in 2003. 
That plan recommended some areas for consideration for af-
fordable housing, but the plan had only token follow through 
until earlier this year when a suit by Urban Habitat neared a 
final decision in the Alameda County Superior Court. Guess-
ing correctly that the city was woefully short of the housing 
numbers imposed by the state, it agreed to rezone land in 
Hacienda Business Park for high density housing and ap-
pointed a 20-member Hacienda Task Force to review the sug-
gested plans by three developers and provide guidance to the 
council. Meanwhile, the city must move quickly to update its 
2003 plan to meet a court deadline of next August.
 Consultant Jeff Baird and his consulting agency should 
be able to the job. The firm has almost 30 years of general 
plan and housing element experience with scores of com-
munities throughout the state. These have included Corte 
Madera, San Rafael, San Mateo, Marin County and the town 
of Ross. Recent work handled by Baird & Driskell included 
the downtown specific plan for San Mateo and a land use 
study and plan for the city of Davis. Those plans combined 
smart growth with transportation linkages, design and iden-
tity strategies to include long-term vibrant neighborhoods in 
those areas. Pleasanton’s housing element will incorporate 
similar features in the new 800-unit-plus apartment and 
town home developments planned in Hacienda, which will 
be close to the BART station and access to freeways with a 
minimal use of city streets to reach them.
 While the Hacienda Task Force speeds up its work to com-
plete a viable plan for that project, the council, in addition 
to hiring Baird & Driskell, also approved the formation of an 
11-member ad hoc Housing Element Task Force to work with 
the consultant in updating the 2003 housing element. That 
plan, by the way, languished while another group worked on 
updating the city’s 1996 General Plan, once viewed as a three-
year effort that was finally completed last fall. In the meantime, 
Cathy Creswell, deputy director of the California Department 
of Housing Community Development, rejected the 2003 plan 
when it was clear there would be no follow-through on its rec-
ommendations. She subsequently decertified the document so 
it’s likely Baird & Driskell will be providing the council with a 
brand new housing element, not an update.
 Given the firm’s success in writing acceptable plans for 
other cities that meet state requirements, Pleasanton should 
have one by mid-2011 that the state will approve. It doesn’t 
hurt that Jeff Baird has a long working relationship with Ms. 
Creswell, including teaching courses on Housing Element 
requirements and best practices with her at UC Davis. 

Pleasanton’s new housing plan: 
Getting it right this time
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Anthem Blue Cross health coverage for you and 
your family. Strong protection, strong family.

We offer Health Coverage for:

coverage

Don’t put your family at risk 
by trying to get by without 
health care coverage. Get 
reliable benefits that match 
your busy life. We can help 
you choose a plan that 
makes good sense for your 
health and your wallet.

(925) 803-9799
Pleasanton, CA
charlene @beasleyinsurance.com
www.beasleyinsurance.com

Anthem Blue Cross is the trade name of Blue Cross of California. Independent licensee of the 
Blue Cross Association. Anthem® is a registered trademark of Anthem Insurance Companies, 
Inc. The Blue Cross name and symbol are registered marks of the Blue Cross Association.

Life & Health 
Insurance Agent
Lic.#OC26292

Blue Cross

INDUSTRY 
LEADER 

SINCE 1996

Unretouched clinical photo taken 
while frowning before and 14 days 

after treatment with Botox® Cosmetic

Also Offering Botox® /
Restylane® Treatments

Dr. Moshe Lewis, MD
Dermatologist
925-846-5614

FREE CONSULTATION

New clients only
Pleasanton
374 St. Mary St.
925 846-5614

San Ramon
2701 Crow Canyon Blvd.
925 837-6400

Lose weight...and keep it off!

 

®

for underarm perspiration problems!

NORCAL
Weight Loss Center

$10 per Unit
Botox® Treatment 

plus Free Consultation to new clients only
Not valid with other offers.

Shauntrell lost weight on our 
program and you can too!

After

Before
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ON THE  
TOWN

EEEEE 

AMERICAN
Eddie Papa’s American 
Hangout
4889 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
469-6266. Winner of The Pleasanton 
Weekly’s Reader Choice Awards for 
“Best  American Food Restaurant” 
and “Best Meal under $20,” Eddie 
Papa’s American Hangout celebrates 
the regional food and beverage 
cultures of America. Bring the whole 
family to enjoy iconic dishes from 
across the United States, Old World 
Hospitality, and hand crafted artisan 
cocktails. www.eddiepapas.com

BARBECUE
Red Smoke Grill
4501 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
734-0307. Home of the Tri Tip and 
Blue, Red Smoke Grill was Voted 
Reader’s Choice Best 2006, 2007, 
2008, and 2010. Dine in or take out 
rotisserie chicken, ribs, prawns, salads 
and tri tip, or pulled pork sandwiches. 
Relax with a beer or a bottle of wine. 
Visit www.redsmokegrill.com. 

BREWPUB/ALEHOUSE
The Hop Yard American 
Alehouse and Grill 
3015H Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
426-9600. Voted Best Watering Hole 
in Pleasanton, The Hop Yard offers 
30 craft beers on tap as well as great 
food. The full-service menu includes 
appetizers, salads and grilled fare that 
will bring you back time and again. 
Banquet facilities available. On the 
web at www.hopyard.com.

470 Market Place, San Ramon,  
277-9600. Featuring a giant 8-foot 
projection screen for major sporting 
events, they also feature 30 beers on 
tap and a great grill. Go in for the 
beer, go back for the food. More at  
www.hopyard.com.

ITALIAN
Pastas Trattoria
405 Main St., Pleasanton, 417-2222. 
Pastas Trattoria has an elegant atmo-
sphere and a one-of-a-kind menu. 
We feature steaks, seafood and our 
famous pasta, plus a superb selection 
of spirits and fine wines. Reserve our 
banquet facilities for large parties, up 
to 70 guests. 

Monday–Friday 6:30 AM–3:30 PM
5685 Gibraltar Drive, Pleasanton, CA 94588

925-847-2911  Fax: 925-847-8217  www.sweetandsavory.com

“The mornings are getting 
cooler.....remember a hot 

breakfast or warm muffin at 
Sweet & Savory.”  

3037-G Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton (At Valley Ave in Hopyard Village)

925-485-4500
www.LaViteRestaurant.com

“THE EUPHORIA OF FINE ITALIAN FOOD.”

Best Italian 
Restaurant 

3 Years in a Row!
2009

 
   and Dinner

2010

2009

Early Dinner Special
(Served from 4-6 daily)

Any Large Two-Topping Pizza and a Pitcher of Soda for only $25.00 (plus Tax)

(Additional Toppings Available)

Dine-In Only

2010

Alameda County Fairgrounds, (enter Gate 8 from Valley Ave)
Friday & Saturday 10am-6pm;  Sunday 10am-5pm 

  

 SAVE $2.00 on one adult or senior admission with this ad

Tickets:  Adult $9  ●  Senior (62+) $7  Youth 13-17 $4  ●  12 & under FREE 

Three days of Shopping, Entertainment & Prizes!

For info or tickets: www.harvestfestival.com or 1-800-346-1212

PLEASANTON 
September 17-19

Chinese Szechuan
R E S T A U R A N T

Szechuan & Mandarin
Cuisine

LUNCH SPECIAL
OVER 50 ITEMS

STARTING AT 
$ 6.25!!

Since 1987

SERVED WITH SOUP, SALAD, EGG 
ROLL, FRIED WON TON & RICE 

(BROWN RICE AVAILABLE)

BANQUET ROOM AVAILABLE   •   CLOSED ON MONDAYS

3059 Hopyard Road #G Pleasanton (in Hopyard Village) 
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Clubs
AAUW WELCOME TEA The 
Livermore, Pleasanton and Dublin 
Branch of American Association of 
University Women will host a wel-
come tea for current and prospec-
tive members from 1:30-3:30 p.m., 
Saturday, Sept. 25, at Lynnwood 
Methodist Church, 4444 Black Ave. 
Information available about inter-
est groups, activities, and AAUW 
programs to further women’s edu-
cation. Call 484-3321. 

DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATES NIGHT 
Democratic candidates on the 
Dublin, Pleasanton and Livermore 
November ballots will address the 
TriValley Democratic club from 
7-9 p.m., Monday, Sept. 20, at 
IBEW 595 Hall, 6250 Village Pkwy., 
Dublin. Q&A/discussion time 
permitting. Call 831-8355 or visit 
www.trivalleydems.com. The pub-
lic is invited. Free admission and 
refreshments. 

Events
‘IN THE SHADOW OF THE RAVEN: 
EDGAR ALLAN POE’ Broadway and 
film veteran Duffy Hudson brings 
his talent and fascination for Edgar 
Allan Poe to life in this unique one-
man play at 7 p.m., Wednesday, 
Sept. 20, at the Pleasanton Public 
Library, 400 Old Bernal Ave. Using 
a combination of biographical 
information and the dramatic 
interpretation of Poe’s literature, 
Hudson provides an in-depth the-
atrical experience of the life and 
works of one of America’s best-
known and enigmatic personalities. 
Call 931-3405 or visit www.duffy-
hudson.com. 

BIRTHDAY DINNER FOR WIDOWS 
The Widows and Widowers of 
Northern California are celebrat-
ing with a birthday dinner at 4:30 
p.m., Sunday, Sept. 19, at Black 
Angus, 4818 Dublin Blvd., Dublin. 
RSVP to Marge at 828-5124 by 

Sept. 17. Cost depends on menu 
choice and beverage. 

MAGIC OF TIM JAMES Bring the kids, 
parents and grandparents for a 
fun evening of magic from 7-8:30 
p.m., Sunday, Sept. 19, at Bunjo’s 
Comedy Lounge, 6513 Regional St., 
Dublin. Tim James, an international 
award-winning magician, combines 
skill, humor and an active imagina-
tion. Cost is $10 general, $7 chil-
dren 11 and under. Call 264-4413 
or visit www.bunjoscomedy.com. 

PLEASANTONIANS 4 PEACE 
Pleasantonians 4 Peace will have 
a Peaceful War Protest from 5-6 
p.m., Wednesday, Sept. 22, at the 
corners of First and Neat streets. 
Call Cathe at 462-7495; email Matt 
at mjs7882@gmail.com; or visit 
www.pleasantonians4peace.org. 

RETIRED TEACHERS TO LEARN ABOUT 
VON TRAPP FAMILY California 
Retired Teachers Association, Tri-
Valley Division No. 85, will have 
its next luncheon meeting at 11:15 
a.m., Tuesday, Sept. 21, at IBEW, 
6250 Village Parkway, Dublin. “The 
Von Trapp Family Before, During 
and After the Sound of Music” will 
be presented by Leonard Cooper. 
Cost is $13. Call Pat Williams at 
846-0211. 

Exhibits
ARTIST RECEPTION Local artist Rob 
Tomlinson will be displaying his latest 
works from noon-5 p.m., Saturday, 
Sept. 18, at Serenity Stoneworks, 252 
Main St. Complimentary wine and 
hors d’oeuvres in a beautiful garden 
setting. Visit www.robtomlinsonart.
com. 

Fundraisers
FOR MONICA VAN WEGEN Monica 
Van Wegen, an Amador Valley Class 
of 1997 graduate and record holding 
track and field runner, is undergoing 
treatments to battle brain cancer. To 

raise money to help with health care 
costs, Friends of Monica are hosting 
an event from 10:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m., 
Saturday, Sept. 25, at the Oakland 
A’s Coliseum. Cost $65 includes food 
and beverage at the tailgate party, 
ticket to the ball game, and draw-
ings. Call Jennifer Dolder (Raimondi) 
at 321-1747 or email jendolder@
gmail.com. 

Health
FREE HEALTH FAIR A free Health Fair 
will take place from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 18 at Shiva Vishnu 
Temple, 1232 Arrowhead Rd., 
Livermore. Medical advice, free evalu-
ation for blood sugar, cholesterol, 
bone density, blood pressure and 
bone marrow drive. Call 449-6255 or 
email suman1218@yahoo.com. 

GENTLE CHIROPRACTIC Learn about 
gentle chiropractic techniques nur-
turing the whole person emotion-
ally, mentally and physically that 
can impact your overall health, 
from 7-9 p.m., Monday, Sept. 20, 
at Harvest Park Middle School, 
4900 Valley Ave. Presented by Dr. 
Andrea Pritchett and Dr. Nicole 
Valega. Call 519-3003 or visit www.
holisticmoms.org. 

MURPHY’S WAG & WALK Embark on 
an hour-long dog walk downtown 
from 9-10 a.m., Saturday, Sept. 18, 
at Murphy’s Paw, 410 Main St. Then 
it is back for free Peet’s coffee, just in 
time for a beautiful farmers market. 
Call 600-8925 or visit www.murphys-
paw.com. 

ZUMBA EXERCISE CLASS Enjoy 
a blend of Latin and interna-
tional dance moves that create 
an exciting, energetic and effec-
tive workout from 10:30-11:30 
a.m., Wednesdays, Sept. 15-29, at 
ClubSport, 7090 Johnson Dr. A fun 
class for moving, toning and sculpt-
ing. All fitness levels are welcome. 
Free with reservation. Call 344-
4273 or visit www.clubsports.com/
pleasanton. 

Holiday
YOM KIPPUR Tri-Valley Cultural Jews 
will hold a non-religious short cer-
emony and a series of workshops for 
adults and children from 1-5 p.m. 
Sept. 18 at Bothwell Arts Center, 
2466 8th St., Livermore. The ceremo-
ny will include readings, music and a 
memorial. Adult workshops on guilt, 
forgiveness, charity and social change. 
Bring canned or boxed food for food 
bank. Cost $10 for non-members 13 
and over. Call 485-1049 or visit www.
Tri-ValleyCulturalJews.org. 

Miscellaneous
COMEDY NIGHT Watch six of the 
most talented humorous speakers 
perform from 7-9 p.m., Tuesday, 
Sept. 21, at the Pleasanton 
Chamber of Commerce, 777 Peters 
Ave. No charge, but seating is lim-
ited. For more details go to http://
d57toastmasters.org/events.htm. 

On Stage
MUSICAL TRIBUTE TO FRANK SINATRA 
Tri-Valley Repertory Theatre pres-
ents “My Way: A Musical tribute 
to Frank Sinatra” at 8 p.m. Friday 
and Saturdays; 2 p.m. Sundays 
from Sept. 17-Oct. 10 at Tri-Valley 
Repertory Theatre, 1048 Serpentine 
Ln., Suite 309. Tickets are $25 for 
adults, $22 for seniors, and $20 
for students. Call 462-2121 or visit 
www.trivalleyrep.com. 

Spiritual
LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST CHURCH 
ANNIVERSARY Lighthouse Baptist 
Church will celebrate seven years 
in the community, at 10:30 a.m., 
Sunday, Sept. 19, at 118 Neal St. 
All are invited to visit the “Grand 
Old Church Downtown” for food, 
inspiring music and an encouraging 
message. Police and fire personnel 

will be honored for their service 
and are encouraged to attend. All 
are welcome to stay for a ham lun-
cheon. Call 846-7220. 

Support Groups
BREAST CANCER SUPPORT GROUP 
The American Cancer Society Breast 
Cancer Support group meets from 
7:30-9 p.m. on the second and 
fourth Tuesday of every month at 
LifeStyleRx, 1111 East Stanley Blvd., 
Livermore. Call 833-2784 or visit 
www.valleycare.com. 7:30-9 p.m. 

WOMEN WITH ADHD SUPPORT 
GROUP A support group for 
women, mothers and daughters 
living with ADHD or executive func-
tion challenges meets from 7:30-
8:30 p.m. the fourth Wednesday of 
each month at DeLatti’s Ice Cream, 
5424 Sunol Blvd. Call 872-8728 or 
email kathryn@bellamenti.com. 

Volunteering
AMERICAN RED CROSS VOLUNTEER 
ORIENTATION The American Red 
Cross will hold a volunteer ori-
entation at its Pleasanton Blood 
Donation Center from 4-6 p.m., 
Thursday, Sept. 23, at 5556-B 
Springdale Ave. Tour the center and 
learn about ways to greet, inform 
and thank the community’s blood 
donors or help post fliers at key 
locations. Advance sign-up required. 
Call (510) 594-5165. 

TV30
TRI-VALLEY SPORTS FINAL Back for 
its sixth season of covering team 
and individual high school sports in 
the Tri-Valley, Ian Bartholomew and 
George “Dr B” Baljevich will present 
commentary and footage covering 
this season of football and girl’s vol-
leyball. The show will air at 3:30, 7 
and 10 p.m. Monday-Friday, and is 
available via Video on Demand at 
www.tri-valleytv.org. 

ON THE TOWN ● CALENDAR

Danville  
925-314-0260

Pleasanton  
925-462-7060 

Castro Valley  
510-581-2559

Hayward  
510-785-5000

■ Services include internal medicine, family medicine, 
pediatrics, urology, radiology and laboratory; minor  
office-based procedures performed

■ Extended weekday hours and Saturday appointments 
are available

■ Languages spoken include Hindi, Telugu, Kannada, Urdu 
and Russian

■ All major health insurance plans accepted as well as 
traveler’s insurance and cash pay

bayvalleymedicalgroup.com   510-785-5000

Compassionate Care Since 1954Serving the 580 and 680  
corridor communities  

with offices in Danville  
and Pleasanton

bayvalleymedicalgroup.com     510-785-5000

Compassionate Care Since 1954

Ristorante
The Taste Of Italy In Bay Area

Enjoy your favorite Italian dishes with our 
seasonal menu and daily specials

925.462.9299
349 Main St., Downtown Pleasanton 

www.fontinas.com

AWARD-WINNING 
RESTAURANT FEATURING:

NEW!

 Join Our VIP Card Program

 3 New Specialties Every Week

 Seasonal & Vegetarian Menus

 Full Bar - Featuring Premium 
   Cocktails

 Open Patio

 Weekend Champagne Brunch 

Children’s Menu
   Kids eat free Mon & Tues
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POLICE REPORT

The Pleasanton Police Department 
made the following information avail-
able. Under the law, those charged 
with offenses are considered innocent 
until convicted.

Sept. 7
Theft

■ 6:49 p.m. in the 6300 block of Benner 
Court; identity theft

■ 10:51 p.m. in the 5500 block of 
Springhouse Drive; petty theft

Burglary

■ 6:30 a.m. in the 3100 block of Santa 
Rita Road

Vandalism

■ 5:33 p.m. in the 6500 block of Calle 
de la Mancha

Sept. 8
Theft

■ 12:57 p.m. in the 5500 block of 
Springdale Avenue; embezzlement

■ 8:44 p.m. in the 1300 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; grand theft

Vandalism

■ 9:21 a.m. in the 4500 block of 
Rosewood Drive

■ 10:31 a.m. in the 5800 block of 
Canyon Way

■ 6:29 p.m. in the 3600 block of 
Kirkcaldy Court

Sept. 9
Identity theft

■ 1:41 p.m. in the 3200 block of 
Vineyard Avenue

Burglary

■ 5:20 p.m. in the 900 block of Clinton 
Place

Battery

■ 4 p.m. at the intersection of W. Las 
Positas Boulevard and Willow Road

■ 4:56 p.m. at the intersection of W. 
Las Positas Boulevard and Willow 
Road

Vandalism

■ 7:52 a.m. in the 4300 block of 
Chapman Way

■ 9:48 a.m. at the intersection of W. 
Lagoon Road and Laguna Creek Way

DUI

■ 5:39 p.m. in the 6600 block of Koll 
Center Parkway

■ 6 p.m. in the 1700 block of Santa 
Rita Road

Sept. 10
Theft

■ 9:05 p.m. in the 1000 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft

■ 9:33 p.m. in the 5500 block of 
Springdale Avenue; embezzlement

Battery

■ 6:22 p.m. in the 3800 block of 
Vineyard Avenue

Drug/alcohol charges

■ 12:10 a.m. near the intersection of 
I-680 and Bernal Avenue; DUI

■ 11:19 p.m. at the intersection of 
Jensen Street and Santa Rita Road; 
driving with marijuana

■ 11:33 p.m. at the intersection of 
Stoneridge Drive and Hopyard 
Road; possession of a non-narcotic 
controlled substance

Sept. 11
Theft

■ 12:29 p.m. in the 3900 block of 

Stoneridge Drive; auto theft

■ 7:01 p.m. in the 500 block of Bonita 
Avenue; petty theft

Burglary

■ 3:19 p.m. in the 1600 block of Bivar 
Court

Vandalism

■ 8:21 a.m. in the 800 block of 
Piemonte Drive

Drug/alcohol charges

■ 12:10 a.m. in the 800 block of Main 
Street; DUI

■ 3:57 p.m. in the 5300 block of 
Hopyard Road; marijuana possession

■ 10:54 p.m. at the intersection of 
Hopyard Road and Arthur Court; 
marijuana possession

Sept. 12
Petty theft

■ 10:16 a.m. in the 3100 block of 
Weymouth Court

Drug/alcohol charges

■ 12:50 a.m. in the 300 block of St. 
Mary Street; public drunkenness

■ 1:21 a.m. at the intersection of Santa 
Rita Road and Old Santa Rita Road; 
DUI

■ 3:13 p.m. in the 400 block of Angela 
Street; possession of drug parapher-
nalia, possession of a hypodermic 
needle

Sept. 13
Public drunkenness

■ 3:31 a.m. at the intersection of Santa 
Rita road and Stoneridge Drive

Police standoff ends 
peacefully

 An emotionally disturbed man 
held Pleasanton police at bay 
for about 90 minutes Monday 
while holding a gun on himself. 
Traffic was closed for about 
an hour and 45 minutes dur-
ing the standoff, on Stonedale 
Drive from Springdale Avenue 
to Maywood Drive.

 The incident began at about 9 
p.m. when the man’s wife found 
a suicide note and called police, 
who found him in his car near 
the intersection of Stonedale 
Drive and Valley View Court, 
a news release said. The man 
ultimately surrendered and was 
placed on psychiatric hold; the 
report said a .38-caliber re-
volver was found at the scene.

POLICE BULLETIN

WEEKLY MEETING NOTICES

ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 AND PUBLIC COMMENT IS WELCOME

The above represents a sampling of upcoming meeting items. 
For complete information, please visit  

www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/community/calendar

City Council
Tuesday, September 21, 2010 @ 7:00 p.m.
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

Planning Commission (Special Meeting)
Wednesday, September 22, 2010 @ 7:00 p.m.
City Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

Energy & Environment Committee
Wednesday, September 22, 2010 @ 6:00 p.m.
Operation Services Center, 3333 Busch Road

Hacienda Task Force
Thursday, September 23, 2010 @ 7:00 p.m.
Hart Middle School, Multipurpose Room, 4433 Willow Road

Applications are being accepted for the  
new Ad-Hoc Housing Element Task Force

Jill Martine (Schirm) 
Brierley

 Jill Martine 
(Schirm) Brier-
ley died at 7:45 
p.m. Tuesday 
evening at the 
age of 54, four 
years after being 
diagnosed with 
Stage 3 colorec-
tal cancer. Her 
journey of the last four years 
can be followed on the Brierley 
Blogger at http://brierleyblogger.
blogspot.com/.
 She was born Aug. 25, 1956, 
in Burbank, the youngest of five 
children, and grew up in South-
ern California. She graduated 
from South High in Torrance, 
and graduated from University 
of San Francisco with a degree 
in information technology. While 
her children were young, she 
ran a home day care center and 
when they reached high school 
she transitioned to maintaining 
the Foothill High School Tech-
nology Department. She also was 
active at her church, CrossWinds 
Church of Dublin, and was a 
counselor for junior high and 
high school youth group trips.
 She was predeceased by her 
mother Henriette (Scribe) Schirm 
and her sister Misheline Caldwell. 
She is survived by her husband of 
32 years Casey, her children Bon-
nie (Rick) Hansen, Sean, Kyle and 

Brigette; her father Louis Schirm 
III, siblings Louis IV (Linda) 
Schirm of Yorba Linda, Lorette 
(Fritz) Harnsberger of Santa Bar-
bara, Nicky (Tom) Suard of Napa; 
mother-in-law Peggy Brierley and 
in-laws Duffy and Gail of Tor-
rance, and Kathy and Larry of 
Reno; many friends and extended 
family.
 A Celebration of Life service 
will be held at 11 a.m. Sept. 
25, at CrossWinds Church, 6444 
Sierra Court in Dublin with a 
potluck lunch. In lieu of flowers, 
her family requests donations to 
the American Cancer Society July 
2011 Pleasanton ColoRectal Walk 
for Life, specify to add to fund of 
the “Hope West Coast” Team-Jill’s 
Fund; or to the Foothill High 
School Technology Department 
for purchase of new computers or 
other technical equipment.

John D. (Jack) Smith 

 John D. (Jack) 
Smith, who 
moved to Pleas-
anton in 1969, 
died Sept. 8 at 
the age of 72.
 He was born 
Dec. 14, 1937, 
in Oakland. 
He worked for 
PG&E in Power Control in San 
Francisco and retired after 40 
years, in 2002. He was affiliated 
with the 129th Alumni & Heri-
tage Association; the El Dorado 
Brass Band of Sacramento; the 
Pleasanton Blairgowie Fergus Sis-
ter City Organization; and SIR’s 
Branch 34. He was also a long-

time member of St. Clare’s Epis-
copal Church in Pleasanton.
 Mr. Smith is survived by his 
wife Pat; his children Deborah 
(Michael) Bennett of Danville and 
Diane Smith (Gregory) Young of 
McKinleyville; three grandchil-
dren and one great-grandson. 
Friends and family are invited 
to funeral services at 11 a.m. 
tomorrow at St. Clare’s Episcopal 
Church, 3350 Hopyard Road in 
Pleasanton. The family requests 
donations to St. Clare’s Episcopal 
Church or the Salvation Army, 
3950 Clayton Road, Concord 
94521.

Erwin Munzinger

 Pleasanton resident Erwin Mu-
nzinger died unexpectedly Aug. 
26 at the age of 84.
 He was born April 17, 1926, in 
Eberbach am Jagst, Germany, and 
immigrated to the United States 
in 1958. He moved to Pleasanton 
in 1987 upon retiring from an en-
gineering career in Silicon Valley. 
He was a machinist by trade and 
enjoyed working in his machine 
shop building things for around 
his house as well as for friends 
and family. He was also an avid 
amateur radio operator and loved 
to talk with people from afar.
 Mr. Munzinger is survived by 
his wife of 57 years Maria; his 
daughter and son-in-law Angela 
and Erik Miller of Livermore, 
and his son and daughter-in-law 
Frank and Stephanie Munzinger 
of Vacaville.
 Services will be held at 1 p.m. 
Sept. 25 at Graham-Hitch Mortu-
ary, 4167 First St., Pleasanton.

OBITUARIES

COMMUNITY PULSE ● TRANSITIONS

CLOCK REPAIR
Free Estimates
Free Pick-up & Delivery in Tri-Valley

Timely Service

Byfield’s Clock Shop Call (925) 736-9165



Bulletin
Board

115 Announcements
GAIN NATIONAL EXPOSURE  
Reach over 5 million young, educated 
readers for only $995 by advertising in 
110 weekly newspapers like this one. 
Call Jason at 202-289-8484. This is not 
a job offer. (AAN CAN)

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING  
ADOPTION? Talk with caring agency spe-
cializing in matching Birthmothers with 
Families nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES 
PAID. Call 24/7 Abby’s One True Gift 
Adoptions 866-413-6293 (Void in Illinois) 
(AAN CAN)

8 Men for TV Pilot

CLUTTERLess [CL] Self HelpMonday

Communuty Garage/Craft Sale

Fibromyalgia,Stress,Pain Mgmt

Garage Sale-9/18/10

Livermore Lioness Club seeksNew

Love Shouldn’t Hurt - $59.00 + $

Sellers Wanted, Alamo

SHARPEN UP AT THE FARMERS 
MARKET

Stress/Pain Mgmt Class

Sunday Morning Cafe!

130 Classes & 
Instruction
Heavy Equipment Training  
Crane Training. Learn to operate bulldoz-
er, backhoe, motor grader, excavator, 
skid steer, crane. Career assistance. 
Call 888-210-4534. Northern  California 
College of Construction. www.HEAVY4.
com promocode NCPA1

Advertisement for Training. (Cal-SCAN)

High School Diploma  
Graduate in 4 weeks! FREE Brochure. 
Call Now! 1-866-562-3650 ext. 60 www.
SouthEasternHS.com (Cal-SCAN)

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA!  
Graduate in just 4 weeks!! 
FREE Brochure. Call NOW! 
1-800-532-6546 Ext. 97 http://www.
continentalacademy.com (AAN CAN) 

Love Shouldn’t Hurt

133 Music Lessons

135 Group Activities
8 Men for TV Pilot

Alamo Women’s Club Luncheon

Lady Soccer Players Needed

140 Lost & Found
Lost Camera at Donlon School

155 Pets
Cute females Yorkies

For Sale
201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts
MGB 1970 GT - $5500

202 Vehicles Wanted
A Car Donation helping sick kids!

Donate Your Car to SONGS OF LOVE 
and make a sick child smile! Featured 
on NBC (TODAY SHOW), CNN. Tax-
deductible, all vehicle conditions accept-
ed. www.SongsofLove.org 888-909-
SONG (7664). (Cal-SCAN)

Donate Vehicle  
Receive $1000 Grocery Coupons, 
Your Choice. Noah's Arc, No Kill 
Animal Shelters. Advanced Veterinary 
Treatments. Free Towing, IRS Tax 
Deduction. Non-Runners. 1-866-912-
GIVE. (Cal-SCAN)

Donate Your Car  
Children's Cancer Fund! Help Save A 
Child‚Äôs Life Through Research and 
Support! Free Vacation Package. Fast, 
Easy and Tax Deductible. Call 1-800-
252-0615. (Cal-SCAN)

203 Bicycles

2007 Harley Davidson  
Fatboy Asking $2930 NO trades 
nice looking bike details and pics: 
nteu75g@msn.com/ 714-276-0659. 

2007 Lemond Buenos Aires - $1450

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques
Royal Doulton figurine - $35

220 Computers/
Electronics
For Sale:Monitors&Speakers - $100

Port. Washer&Dryer+AcerComputer 
- $B.O.

240 Furnishings/
Household items
3 piece kitchen carving set - $10

China Cabinet - $450 OBO

Entertainment Cabinet - $45.00

Executive Desk & more - $700 OBO

Mahogany Twin Bed set & Night Ta - 
$1,200

245 Miscellaneous
Sawmills New Norwood LumberMate-
Pro handles logs 34” diameter, mills 
boards 28” wide. Automated quick-
cycle-sawing increases efficiency 
up to 40%! www.NorwoodSawmills.
com/300N 1-800-661-7746 ext. 300N. 
(Cal-SCAN)

2011 Entertainment Coupon Books  $30

Baby Einstein Exersaucer - $45 OBO

Baby Trend High Chair - $25 OBO

Celestron 90 Telescope - $150.00

Graco Quattro Tour Travel System - $100

Medela Pump in Style Breastpump -100

Non-stick stove top grill - $20

RED WORMS FOR COMPOSTING - 
$25.00

250 Musical 
Instruments
Infinity Home Theater System - $150

Yamaha DGX500 - $475.00

Kid’s
Stuff

330 Child Care 
Offered
EXCELLENT BABYSITTER

Live in AuPair Childcare

345 Tutoring/
Lessons
Everything-About-College.com  
College Admissions Specialist. 
Everything you need to manage the 
college applications and admissions 
process.

Math & Chemistry Tutoring  
Retired Scientist enjoying TUTORING

Middle, High School & College 
STUDENTS in math, algebra, 
geometry, pre-calc & chemistry. 
 CALL DOUG @ 925-858-5842

Math Tutoring  
High school math/English tutoring: 
Essay writing, college application 
essays, Alg., get ready for Geometry. 
SAT/ACT prep. Ret. teacher, Cal. 
credential. 925-462-3807

355 Items for Sale
Crib Set All Included Lawn Greetings for 
Celebrations

Mind
& Body

425 Health Services
Breakthrough Herpes Tablet!  
The most powerful herpes tablet avail-
able, without a prescription! 30 Day 
Free Trial Offer! 1-888-228-4099 http://
freetrial.Viruxo.com (AAN CAN)

Hernia Repair?  
Did You Receive a Composix Kugel Mesh 
Patch Between 1999-2007? If patch was 
removed due to complications of bowel 
perforation, abdominal wall tears, punc-
ture of abdominal organs or intestinal 
fistulae, you may be entitled to com-
pensation. Attorney Charles Johnson 
1-800-535-5727. (Cal-SCAN)

Jobs
500 Help Wanted
Accountant  
AN IMMEDIATE OPENING FOR

A SELF-MOTIVATED, HANDS ON 
ACCOUNTANT. MUST HAVE 2-4 
YEARS EXPERIENCE IN PERFORMING 
ACCOUNTING RESPONSIBILITIES 
AND QUICKBOOKS. RESUMES TO 
THESLAMINTS1@AOL.COM

560 Employment 
Information
$$$HELP WANTED$$$  
Extra Income! Assembling CD cases 
from Home! No Experience Necessary! 
Call our Live Operators Now! 1-800-405-
7619 EXT 2450 http://www.easywork-
greatpay.com (AAN CAN)

Computer Work  
Work from anywhere 24/7. Up to $1,500 
Part Time to $7,500/mo. Full Time. 
Training provided. www.KTPGlobal.com 
or call 1-888-304-2847. (Cal-SCAN)

Drivers - $2,000 Bonus  
SLT. Flatbed and heavy haul. Owner Ops 
needed Up to 78% of load Pay. Owners 
with trailers a plus. 1-800-835-9471. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Drivers - ASAP!  
New Pay Increase! 37-43 cpm. Fuel 
bonus - up to 4cpm! Need CDL-A and 3 
months recent OTR. 1-877-258-8782. 
www.MeltonTruck.com (Cal-SCAN)

Drivers - Reefer  
Experienced drivers and Class A com-
mercial students welcome! Our Incredible 
Freight network offers plenty of miles! 
1-800-277-0212. www.PrimeInc.com 
(Cal-SCAN)

Drivers Needed (20)  
For Dedicated Run. CDL-A, Experienced 
11 Western States. Stable Family 
Owned - Andrus Transportation. Good 
Pay, Routes, People! 1-800-888-5838 or 
1-866-806-5119 x1402 (Cal-SCAN)

Emergency Medical Technician  
Must be H.S. grad ages 17-34. No expe-
rience needed. Paid training, benefits, 
vacation, regular raises. Call Mon-Fri. 
1-800-345-6289. (Cal-SCAN)

Printer Cartridge Franchise  
Established Green Business for sale. 
Northern California. Protected two 
county territory. Loyal individual/cor-
porate customer base. Trained staff. 
Annual revenue $231,000. Asking price 
$150,000. Call 530-570-9833. (Cal-
SCAN)

Regional Drivers  
More Hometime! Top Pay! Excellent 
Benefits! Newer Equipment! Up to 
$.41/mile company drivers! Heartland 
Express 1-800-441-4953. www.
HeartlandExpress.com (Cal-SCAN)

Business
Services

610 Tutoring
AriamTutors.Weebly.com  
Call Miss Ariam 925-200-9523

615 Computers
Churchill Computer Repair  

 Viruses Got You Bugged??  
Let me take a look. Call me at 925-

202-4865. Thank you.  

624 Financial

It’s Your Money!  
Lump sums paid for structured settle-
ment or fixed annuity payments. Rapid, 
high payouts. Call J.G. Wentworth. 
1-866-294-8772. A+ Better Business 
Bureau rating. (Cal-SCAN)

crosetti funding  
CASH NOW we offer fast cash for your 
mortgage note, annuity, and business 
note call 1 800 391 4032

645 Office/Home 
Business Services
Advertise Online  
In a network of 140-plus newspaper 
websites. Border to Border with one 
order! $10 cost per thousand impres-
sions statewide. Minimum $5,000 order. 
Call for details: 916/288-6010. www.
CaliforniaBannerAdNetwork.com (Cal-
SCAN)

Classified Advertising  
in 240 Cal-SCAN newspapers for 
the best reach, coverage, and price. 
25-words $550. Reach over 6 million 
Californians! FREE email brochure. Call 
(916) 288-6019. www.Cal-SCAN.com 
(Cal-SCAN)

Home
Services

715 Cleaning 
Services
Convenient Cleaning  
12+ years exp. Will bring supplies. 3 
hour min., $60. Lic. 060612. 925/922-
3920; 925/371-6842

M AID TO SERVE YOU
               

Excellent Local References
Family owned for 25 years

Call Today at 
(925) 249-0399

Housecleaning Service

for 3 cleanings$35 OFF

741 Flooring/
Carpeting
Cal Floors-Hardwood Floors  
SAVE! on ALL our hardwood flooring 
services. FREE ESTIMATES! 925-954-
5012 MainSt Downtown Pleasanton

751 General 
Contracting

NOTICE TO READERS It is illegal 
for an unlicensed person to perform 
contracting work on any project val-
ued at $500.00 or more in labor and 
materials. State law also requires 
that contractors include their license 
numbers on all advertising. Check 
your contractor’s status at www.cslb.
ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB (2752). 
Unlicensed persons taking jobs that 
total less than $500.00 must state 
in their advertisements that they are 
not licensed by the Contractors State 
License Board 

Superior Builders  
Has 25 years of experience in residen-

tial and commercial construction. 
Additions/Remodels/Kitchen/ 
Bathrooms/T.I Construction. 

Ca. Lic. 495036  
Ken  925-699-2929 

KCoffey990@aol.com 

771 Painting/
Wallpaper

Real
Estate

805 Homes for Rent
San Ramon, 1 BR/1 BA - $1295/mon

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms
ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES.COM  
Browse

hundreds of online listings with photos 
and maps. Find your roommate

with a click of the mouse! Visit: http://
www.Roommates.com. (AAN CAN)

825 Homes/Condos 
for Sale
Pleasanton, 5+ BR/3.5 BA - 
$1,350,000

840 Vacation 
Rentals/Time Shares
Timeshares  
Worldmark. Sell/rent for cash!!! We‚Äôll 
find you Buyers/ Renters! 10+ years 
of success! Over $78 Million in offers 
in 2009! www.SellaTimeshare.com Call 
(877) 554-2098. (Cal-SCAN)

Point Reyes/Tomales Bay;on water 
“BARRACCA”Incred. iews; sleeps4-8 
reserv/info; 415-663-9543

850 Acreage/Lots/
Storage
Billings, Montana 
One time land bargain! 166 Acres: WAS-
$229,900 NOW-$99,900 Only a few 
tracts! BELOW Market PRICES! Trees, 
ridges and views. Close to Round-Up, 
MT and Mussellshell River. The best 
land deal ever in Montana! Call 888-
361-3006. www.WesternSkiesLand.com 
(Cal-SCAN)

Nevada - 10 acres 
Bank owned land. Trout stream, 
$38,565. Substantial discounts, limited 
availability. Beautiful Fish Lake Valley 
acreage w/year round rainbow trout 
stream in foothills of Boundary Peak, 
Nevada's highest mountain. Gorgeous 
snow-capped views. Great recreational 
opportunities. Upscale ranch commu-
nity. Financing available to qualified buy-
ers. Call 1-877-669-3737. (Cal-SCAN)

fogster.com THE TRI-VALLEY’S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE

Get your local news delivered 
directly to your inbox

PleasantonWeekly.com

PERSONALIZED TUTORING 
Mathematics, Science, English, 

SAT, etc. 510 857 3167

Harpist Dominique Piana 
Has A Few Openings For 

Committed Students Of All 
Levels/Ages.  

Call 925-455-5333

Little Lexi
Lexi, a 6-pound female 

Chihuahua, looks up in antici-
pation of another dog biscuit. 
She knows when you have a 
treat in your pocket! Lexi is a 
friendly little girl who would 
do best in a home with no 
other dogs. Because of her 
small size, Lexi would also pre-
fer an adult home, or one with 
children older than 12. Learn 
more about Lexi (pet No. 
95196) by visiting her at the East County Animal Shelter, 
4595 Gleason Drive in Dublin, open 11:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
daily; telephone 803-7040. Go to Adoptable Dogs at 
www.tvar.org and see YouTube videos of Lexi and other 
cool dogs that you will f ind at the East County Animal 
Shelter or in TVAR foster homes.

PET OF THE WEEK

CATHERINE HANSEN RUSH
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*JOE’S PAINTING 
& HANDYMAN* 

Free Est. / Reasonable Prices no Job

Too Small!!! 925-200-7333 

Lic#624542

Marketplace
Mike Fracisco
REALTOR

®

Fracisco Realty & Investments
Residential, Commercial  
& Property Management

direct: 925-998-8131
www.MikeFracisco.com

DRE#01378428

Real Estate

A-Z Complete Home Repair

HANDYMAN SERVICE

Carpentry/Woodwork 
Electrical Repairs/Installations

Drywall/Texturing     Tile/Grout
925.989.6179 / 510.733.5582

SINCE 1994

General Contracting

Beginner course (8 weeks)
starts September 28th 
  10:00am to 12:00 
Ph: 925-858-3776 

Email: eulivieri@comcast.net

Ciao 
Italia

Italian language 
courses and tutoring

in Pleasanton

* Now Enrolling *

Foreign Language

NEED HELP
 WITH QUICKBOOKS?

No job too big or too small!!!
Over 23 years experience  

in all aspects of bookkeeping.

Call Linda 925.918.2233

Accounting/Bookkeeping

 Independent Contractors 
wanted for Senior Home 

Health Care.  
MUST HAVE EXPERIENCE

Senior Solutions 
925-443-3101

Healthcare

Advertise Here!
To advertise here call Karen  

at 925.600.0840 x122 or email 

kklein@pleasantonweekly.com

Academic Solutions
One-on-one interaction in a safe,  
stimulating classroom setting
• Grades K-12
• Multitude of specialties
• Flexible hours
• Customized
• Progress reports

Eileen Mammen
California Teacher & Tutor
925.963.1710
emammen@comcast.net

Teacher/Tutor

PLACE AN AD

  ONLINE
fogster.com

  E-MAIL  
ads@fogster.com
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BY JEB BING
 The city’s stunning new $10 million Fire-
house Arts Center opens tonight with a sold-
out, $125-a-ticket launch party sponsored 
by the nonprofit Cultural Arts Council that 
helped get the center started six years ago. 
 Then the official — and free — public grand 
opening follows starting at 10 a.m. tomor-
row and continuing through most of the day 
with artist demonstrations, live music, theater 
performances, art activities for children and 
refreshments.
 The center is located at 4444 Railroad Ave. 
at the end of Division Street, just a one-block 
walk to Main Street and downtown Pleas-
anton. Some pubs are already open late on 
weekend nights with music, dancing and other 
entertainment that will make after-theater din-
ing and other entertainment readily available 
without driving. The Pleasanton Downtown 
Association and city officials are working on 

plans to make attractions ava
and after Firehouse performa
 Most striking is the blen
chitecture with the old his
built in 1929 that was saved
by artists and members of 
Council who saw the site as 
their needs. The CAC set up
soliciting contributions and 
than $2 million to help pay
new performing arts center. 
 This premier cultural cente
seat flexible studio theater, 2,0
versatile gallery space, two lar
and a spacious grand lobby f
events. As a multiple-use faci
Arts Center will provide a br
programming opportunities. F
theater performances to lectur
youth performances, workshop
tions, the facility will serve as a

Firehouse Arts 
PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE TOMORR

PHOTOS BY JAY FLACHSBARTH.

Above: Randy Stewart, senior project manager for O’Connor Construction Management Inc. leads tour group in the Fire-
house Arts Center’s Harrington Gallery section. The center opens to the public tomorrow.
Top right: Pictures await hanging in the Harrington Gallery.

Bob Elliott, Firehouse Arts Center theater technician, works controls in the high tech control room at rear of theater. Tour groups that had an advanced look at the new Firehouse Arts Center gather in m
and glass lobby.
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the arts for all segments of our community.
 Also sure to be a crowd-pleaser is the Pleasan-
ton Art League’s exhibit, “First at the Firehouse.”
 Construction on the project began in summer 
2008. At the time, budget estimates ran as high 
as $12 million to build and furnish the structure. 
Because of the recession that has hit the con-
struction industry especially, when bids were ad-
vertised the cost had dropped to $8 million, with 
another $2 million added for special features, in-
cluding environmentally conscious features such 
as solar panels. The master plan was designed by 
ELS Architecture and Urban Design of Berkeley, 
and the general contractor was W.A. Thomas Co. 
Inc. of Martinez.
 Pleasanton residents Nancy and Gary Har-
rington donated several of the most dramatic 
features of the Firehouse Arts Center — two 
large glass marquees designed by world-re-
nowned architectural glass artist Martin Don-
lin, as well as a statue of Claude Monet that 

will be installed near the outdoor plaza.
 The first major city-sponsored event will 
take place at 7 p.m. next Thursday with a 
special free performance by the Pleasanton 
Community Concert Band for the Sister City 
delegation from Tulancingo, Mexico.
 Then a full season of entertainment kicks off next 
Friday night with performances by master jazz gui-
tarist Earl Klugh. On Saturday, Sept. 25, celebrated 
composer musician Mose Allison will perform, 
with award-winning pianist Evelyne Brancart in a 
Chopin piano concert on that Sunday, Sept. 26.
 Tickets for all performances are available for 
purchase online beginning at www.firehousearts.
org. Starting this week, tickets could also be 
purchased in person at the Firehouse Arts Center 
box office, or by phone at (925) 931-4848. Box 
office hours are from noon to 6 p.m. Wednesday 
through Friday, and from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Saturdays. Tickets, if available, can also be pur-
chased two hours prior to each performance. 

opens tonightCenter
ROW FEATURES TOURS AND ENTERTAINMENT

An 
Adoption 

Event

FREE with adoptions:

For Dogs: 3 Training Sessions with a 

Professional Dog Trainer, Bed, Leash, 

Collar & food > $200 in value

For Cats: Bed, Food & Toys

Sponsored By

For more information  
please visit  

www.tvar.org
 or call Sue at 408-202-6708

Sunday

Sept 26th 
12-4 PM
East County 

Animal Shelter

4595 Gleason Dr.

Dublin, CA

Elegant and Relaxing
Personalized Professional Nail Care

www.Bollingernailsalon.com

Host a Party—For birthdays, bridal showers  
or friends who want to have a unique  
and fun get together, arrange a private  

party at Bollinger Nail Salon.

Now Featuring:
Shellac™ the First Hybrid Nail Color

Livermore location

BOLLINGER NAIL SALON LOCATIONS

Livermore (next to the Bankhead Theater)

2375 Railroad Ave . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (925) 455-6800

Pleasanton (across from Tully's Coffee)
310 Main Street Suite D . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (925) 484-4300 

marble A steel walkway with a see-through bottom connects art studios, classrooms and exhibit area on the second floor of 
new Firehouse Arts Center.
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The #1 Resale Team in Pleasanton and Ruby Hill

Fran & Dave 
Cunningham
925-202-6898

DRE License #01226296 & 00930892

Donna  
Garrison

925-980-0273
DRE License #01735040

Susan  
Schall

925-397-4244
DRE License #01713497

KW Broker DRE License #01395362

 This luxurious estate includes 8,415 sq. ft., 6 BR, 7 full and 2 half BA, w/
architectural detail, executive office, state of art 9 seat home theater, elevator, gourmet kitchen, resort style 
backyard with Cabana and golf course views. Your family will enjoy all the amenities this private gated 
community offers including golf, tennis, clubhouse, and pool. New Price $2,999,000 OPEN SUN 1-4

 Beautiful and Immaculate 
3,851 sq.ft. home with 5 bedrooms & 3 full baths located on a large corner lot. 
High end features to include gourmet kitchen w/granite counters, designer 
cabinets, stainless appliances & hardwood floors. Offered at $1,225,000

Beautiful home, custom features to include 
granite counters, stainless appliances, charming 
backyard with built-in spa. Living space 2,806 
sq.ft., 4 BR, 3 BA. Offered at $998,888 

Gorgeous Italian Villa features 4 
BR, 3.5 BA, formal office, huge bonus room, 
custom millwork and more. End of cul de sac 
location. Lovely. Offered at $1,799,000

 

OPEN HOMES THIS WEEKEND

Danville
4 BEDROOMS

2100 Blackhawk $1,175,000
Sun 1-4  The Village Real Estate 510-278-0800

Dublin
4 BEDROOMS

7294 Kolb Place  $649,000
Sun 1:30-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 251-2547

5 BEDROOMS

5229 Londonderry Drive  $700,000
Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 847-2200

Livermore 
3 BEDROOMS

1255 Spring Valley Common $210,000
Sat/Sun 1-4  Coldwell Banker 847-2200

4 BEDROOMS

911 Curlew Road $615,000
Sat/Sun 1-4  Coldwell Banker 847-2200

5 BEDROOMS

1626 Peridot Drive  $789,000
Sun 1:30-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 251-1111
2514 Merlot Lane  $939,000
Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 847-2200

Pleasanton
3 BEDROOMS

4386 Krause Street  $595,000
Sun 1-4  Coldwell Banker 847-2200

3803 Newton Way  $598,000
Sun 1-4  Keller Williams 577-5787

4571 Mohr Avenue  $714,950
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 577-5787

3031 Boardwalk  $757,000
Sun 1-4  Keller Williams 577-5787

4166 Hall Court  $785,000
Sun 1-4  Alain Pinel Realtors 895-9950

4 BEDROOMS

860 Castlewood Place  $1,595,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 426-7978

3686 Platt Court  S $629,950
Sun 1-4  J. Rockcliff Realtors 251-2523

3232 Balmoral Court  $749,950
Sat 2-4  Alain Pinel Realtors 251-1111

2765 Camino Casa Buena  $939,000
Sun 1-4  Keller Williams 577-5787

5 BEDROOMS

8274 Regency Drive  $1,398,000
Sun 1-4  Prudential Cal Realty 963-1984

6645 Amber Lane  $1,498,000
Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 251-2585

5063 Monaco Drive  $975,000
Sat/Sun 1-4  J. Rockcliff  Realtors 699-9508

3536 Olympic Ct S 
$575,000
3 BD/ 2.5 BA
Open Sun 1-4
Pat Huffman Real Estate
Pat Huffman
698-4422

Real Estate
OPEN HOME GUIDE AND REAL ESTATE LISTINGS
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925.463.95006111 Johnson Ct., Suite 110
To view all our listings go to www.prurealty.com/pleasantonhopyard

LIVERMORE - Beautiful custom home with extensive 
views and large lot. 3 Bedrooms, 2 full baths in home 
plus 1/2 bath in garage. Garage also has room with views 
upstairs. Tall ceiling in garage can accommodate rv. Add’l 
concrete pad behind garage for rv or boat.
2440 CALDERON CT $1,100,000

SAN RAMON -  Model-like home on one of windemere’s 
largest lots. Located at the end of a court in a private and 
serene setting, this home has no rear neighbors and backs 
directly to open space and trails. Minutes from local parks 
and top rated schools. Great floorplan with large kitchen/
family room combo.
665 ARGYLE CT   $759,000

SAN RAMON - Welcome to shelbourne an upscale town-
home community with pool and countless amenities! This 
light filled large open floorplan has plantation shutters, 
granite countertops, maple cabinets, awesome master suite 
with his and hers walk in closets. Equity sale and easy to 
show, enjoy!
1913 NANCY LANE $469,000

PLEASANTON   -  Fantastic location with trees all 
around, great neighborhood* pantry in kitchen quaint and 
very serene back yard, new carpet, walk to shopping, dining, 
work this home is gorgeous!
4184 TORINO CT $469,000 

DUBLIN - Traditional sale and move-in ready...Largest 
floor plan, plan 4, in tassajara meadows...1 Full bed/1 full 
bath on first floor, superb court location. Shows like a model 
with granite counters and extensive tile and wood flooring! 
A must see!
5280 HECETA CT $644,990

LIVERMORE - Expanded and updated pinewood model 
with addition of downstairs master bedroom. Gorgeous yard 
with pool. Fabulous interior updates including gas range, 
granite counters, tile flooring, dual pane windows. Walk to top 
ranking schools, parks, stores, downtown. 
727 POLARIS WAY $620,000

LIVERMORE - Regular sale! Lovely single story home in 
a court location. Remodeled kitchen w/newer appliances, 
dual paned windows, silestone counters, tile floor & all 
neutral colors through out. Whole house fan, canned lights, 
hardwood floors, central heat/air. Great side yard & large 
yard. Much more!
1140 NAPA CT $419,000

LIVERMORE - Purchase this property for as little as 3% 
down! This property is approved for homepath mortgage & 
homepath renovation mortgage! Convenient location closing 
to stores, restaurants and downtown. Needs some tlc - floor-
ing, paint, etc....But at this price, you can’t go wrong!
1001 MURRIETA BLVD. #74  $99,900

Prudential California Realty / Pleasanton Hopyard
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PLEASANTON  90 0 Main Street

BRIDLE CREEK

863 SUNNY BROOK WAY, PLEASANTON
Upgraded Avalon Model in Bridle Creek on premium .28 acre lot. Beautiful views of 
Pleasanton Ridge. Private rear yard with built in fire pit, custom pergola and putting 
green. Beautifully landscaped. Five bedrooms, private office plus private guest suite/bonus 
room (5th), 5.5 bathrooms, 4,434 sq. ft. Gourmet kitchen with granite countertops. 
Custom tile and hardwood flooring, plantation shutters. Built by Greenbriar Homes in 
2001. Located on quiet street with no through traffic. Close to downtown, Castlewood 
Country Club, Oak Hills Shopping Center, and Mission Hills Park. 
OFFERED AT $1,549,000 

BRIDLE CREEK

897 SUNSET CREEK LANE, PLEASANTON
Single level in Bridle Creek on .29 acre premium view lot. Built by Greenbriar 
Homes in 2000.  Beautiful views of Pleasanton Ridge. Private rear yard with built 
in pool. Beautifully landscaped.  Five bedrooms, four bathrooms. Gourmet kitchen 
with granite countertops. Crown molding and plantation shutters. Close to 
Downtown, Castlewood Country Club, Oak Hills Shopping Center, and Mission 
Hills Park.
OFFERED AT $1,399,000

925.846.6500
www.blaiselofland.com

blaise@blaiselofland.com

apr.com

COUNTRY ESTATE VINSANTO

KOTTINGER RANCH

6300 LAURA LANE, PLEASANTON
Best of both worlds! Country estate (1.26 acre), just 5 minutes from downtown 
Pleasanton. Beautiful home in the country. Private rear grounds with in-ground 
pool, and guest/pool house (1 bed/1 bath), deck with outdoor BBQ area, large 
fenced land area (to do whatever you want), in addition to the landscaped area 
with pool, patio, etc. Four bedrooms, 3.5 bathrooms, 3,100 sq. ft. plus pool/guest 
house, remodeled master bathroom, three car garage. 
OFFERED AT $1,495,000

2845 VINE COURT, LIVERMORE
Beautiful highly upgraded home in excellent condition. Panoramic views of 
vineyards and surrounding hills. Five bedrooms (4th is private office, 5th in guest 
house/casita), four bathrooms (4th in casita). Approximate total square footage 
3,553. Upgraded kitchen with granite countertop & backsplash, two fireplaces, 
plantation shutters throughout, three car garage. Private gate & rear grounds 
include separate guest house/casita, expansive exposed aggregate patio, lawn area, 
fruit trees and vineyards. No backyard neighbors. Close to wineries & golf courses.
OFFERED AT $849,000

1327 HEARST DRIVE, PLEASANTON
Great location! Beautiful semi-custom home on .40 acre lot. Expansive deck with 
panoramic views! Private rear grounds. Five bedrooms, 4.5 bathrooms, 4,026 
square feet. Upgraded gourmet kitchen with granite countertops, newer paint & 
carpeting, extensive hardwood floors. Expansive master suite. Community pool, 
park, tennis courts and open space. Walk to Main Street and award winning 
schools!
OFFERED AT $1,298,000

PLEASANTON SEMICUSTOM

4150 CREEKWOOD COURT, PLEASANTON
Don’t miss this private, Pleasanton home on premium ½ acre lot. Large multi media/
game room, upgraded kitchen and bathrooms with granite. Five bedrooms, three 
full bathrooms, hardwood floors, two fireplaces, three car garage, 4,002 square feet. 
Large secluded park-like rear yard includes expansive Trex deck, in-ground pool, 
Hot Springs grande covered spa, waterfall/pond, playhouse, zip line, large lawn area, 
mature redwood trees and large cemented side yard area. Walk to great schools & 
neighborhood parks.
OFFERED AT $1,195,000

OPEN SUN 1-4

OPEN SUN 2-5

DRE# 00882113

EXCLUSIVE LISTING

Don Cruz Datanagan

LET US HELP YOU TAKE YOUR BUSINESS TO THE NEXT LEVEL, CALL TODAY! STONERIDGE
DRE #00834597

FREE SEMINAR!  Learn how to:

Space is limited. Call 925-202-9974 to RSVP today!

“I promise that your best interests will always be met. You will always 
be appreciated, cared for and considered of high value. You will be 
an integral part of our dynamic team, filled with energy, and a great 
work environment. I also promise to help you get listings and sales, 
while providing you with the tools and guidance you need to build 
your business. We will have a unique, lifelong and mutually beneficial 
relationship. I am committed to your success!”
 

LEARN HOW TO BUILD A SUCCESSFUL 
REAL ESTATE BUSINESS TODAY!

FULL TIME & PART TIME 
Positions AvailableManaging Broker

DRE # 01292169
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PLEASANTON  |  900 Main St   925.251.1111     LIVERMORE  |  2300 First St, Suite 316   925.583.1111

Go to open.apr.com for the Bay Area’s only 
complete online open home guide.

PLEASANTON $1,750,000 
Gourmet cook’s kitchen & entertainers 
delight. 5 BD/ 5.5 BA w/ 5,330sf. plus 
theater room, office and library. Outdoor 
kitchen, patio & pool. 7208 Rosecliff Ct. 

MOXLEY TEAM BY APPT

PLEASANTON  $1,499,000
Fabulous Golden Eagle luxury home! 
4bd/ 3ba, granite/cherry kitchen, pool,spa, 
BBQ, stunning views of the ridge!  
7909 Doral Court 

DOUG BUENZ BY APPT

SUNOL  $1,199,900
Stunning remodeled 4bd/3ba Craftsman 
style home with panoramic views, 
custom upgrades & finishes situate on a 
private .79+/-acre lot. 12367 Foothill Rd

DOUG BUENZ BY APPT

PLEASANTON $1,159,900
Stunning 4bd/3ba home. Expanded 
family room and wet bar. Large bonus 
room upstairs. Coronado plan with one 
bd downstairs. 2784 Lylewood Drive 

MARK KOTCH  BY APPT

PLEASANTON $854,950
Pristine semi-custom home! 2430+/-sf with 
4bd,3ba, court location, updated kitchen 
and baths, new carpet and paint. Serene 
backyard. 5791 San Carlos Wy 

KAT GASKINS BY APPT

LIVERMORE $789,000
This home has 5bdr/3full bath, with 
1bdr/1bath downstairs. Formal living 
and dining area. Side yard access. Newer 
solar heated pool. 1626 Peridot Drive 

GINA HUGGINS SUN 1:30-4:00

PLEASANTON $785,000
3bd/3ba, 2,042+/-sf, Tiger hardwood floors, 
Granite/Alder kitchen, new 50-yr roof, 
dual pane windows, Plantation shutters, 
remodeled baths and a pool. 4166 Hall Ct 

TIMOTHY MCGUIRE SUN 1-4

PLEASANTON $749,950
Updates galore, 4bd, 3ba, w/pool, hot tub, 
granite counters, white cabinets, raised 
ceiling w/sky light in kitchen, hardwood 
flooring, updated baths. 3232 Balmoral Ct 

JOYCE & RICK JONES SAT 2:00-4:00

PLEASANTON $709,000
Charming one story in quiet court location. 
Easy commute access. Close to downtown. 
Updated kitchen & baths with great flowing 
floor plan. 3124 Thistledown Ct

JANNA CHESTNUT BY APPT

PLEASANTON $650,000
An extra 315sf. additional master suite 
space. 3BD 2BA 1,475sf. Updated 
throughout. Open floor plan, pool, spa, 
side yard access. 1077 Kolln St

MOXLEY TEAM  BY APPT

How Deep Do Those Roots Go?
The deeper the roots, the more stable and resilient the 

tree. In real estate, the deeper the roots in the community, 

the better the service that a company can provide.

Which explains why Alain Pinel Realtors enjoys a 

leadership position in Bay Area real estate. APR has the 

most experienced agents and managers in the business. 

We were born here. We live here. We love it here. Let our 

success in Bay Area real estate help you too.

View APR Exclusives at apr.com and see what our 

experience can do for you.

Don Faught
Vice President

Managing Broker

Pleasanton and Livermore 

dfaught@apr.com
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$5
Off

With purchase of 
$20.00 or more. 

Regular priced items with ad. 
Exp. 10-30-10

Where Home Decor Begins...

 Home Decor

 Unique Gifts

 Candles & Cards

 Silk Flowers

 Bath & Body

 Garden

(925) 462-0814

Clover Creek
Gifts & Home Accents

2010

Over 20 years of 
Exceptional Customer Service
Highest Quality Products
Great Selection

We also do...
■ Custom Draperies
■ Motorization Experts
■ Repairs

Showroom and Factory
located at 4225 Stanley Blvd
near Downtown Pleasanton

www.window-ology.com  ■  925.462.1207
Contractors License #904282

Remodeled St. Mary Street house offers the best of both worlds

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
 Stroll along the 600 block of St. Mary Street in 
Pleasanton and it might be the year 1910. In one 
stretch on the north side of the street are a row of 
homes built shortly after 1900.
 Teri and John Banholzer, the owners of 653 St. 
Mary St., recently received the first Historic Pres-
ervation Award from Museum On Main for recon-
structing their home to maintain the character of 
the neighborhood.
 The Banholzers knew from the time they rented 
a 1915 bungalow on Second Street that they 
wanted to buy and restore a historic home. 
 “We looked at several houses on Second Street 
but the market was crazy then,” recalled John.
 Finally in 2000 they bought the house on St. 
Mary Street, which was built in 1906. 
 “It needed lots and lots of work,” John said. “It 
was a rental property for close to 50 years and 
hadn’t been well cared for. But we saw the poten-
tial, being in the midst of six turn-of-the-century 
houses right in a row.”
 The house was 1,300 square feet, but the quar-
ter-acre lot meant it had room for a 700-square-

foot addition plus a generous back yard.
 “It wasn’t as large and detailed as the other hous-
es on the street,” John explained. “It was a typical 
pretty simple turn-of-the-century house with two 
bedrooms, one bath. We added a second bath and 
a bigger kitchen — we reformatted the back of the 
house.”
 They knew the house needed all new electrical and 
plumbing and rented a place to live around the cor-
ner on Pleasanton Avenue while they worked on the 
renovations. But when they started work, the project 
turned out to be much bigger than they’d thought.
 “It didn’t have gutters, and there was dry rot 
everywhere,” John said. “It needed a whole new 
foundation.”
 They hired Pleasanton architect Charles Huff, 
who specializes in historic buildings, and contrac-
tor Bruce Trestrail.
 “He shared my attention to detail,” said John. “We 
worked really well together. He made it happen.”
 The house had a chimney but not a fireplace. 
They built a fireplace in the living room, construct-

See HOUSE on Page 22

DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

The fireplace features redwood salvaged from the house. The kitchen has old-fashioned 
cabinetry, a farmhouse sink with an apron front, and a table made from the original 
roof rafters. 
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“Come put your tootsies 
in our Tubz”

The Largest Selection of Whirlpool Bathtubs

in a Single Showroom Anywhere in the World!

Fremont - 400*
4840 Davenport Place

Fremont, CA 94538
510.770.8686

Sacramento - 200*
830 National Drive, Suite 120

Sacramento, CA 95834
916.575.9100

Oakdale - 100*
441 Gregor Road

Oakdale, CA 95361
209.845.9115

For hours of operation, visit us at
www.bathtubchoices.com

*Number of “hands-on/feet in” tubs on display
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Live the lifestyle You Love
at Half the Cost

Beautiful furniture, accessories and jewelry
at consignment prices

DANVILLE
1901-F Camino Ramon 
925.866.6164

MOUNTAIN VIEW
141 E. El Camino Real
650.964.7212

CORTE MADERA
801 Tamalpais
415.924.6691

SAN MATEO
1888 So. Norfolk St.
650.577.8979

SARATOGA
600 El Paseo De Saratoga
408.871.8890

ADDITIONAL LOCATIONS:
Yorba Linda, Laguna Niguel, Las Vegas, 
Folsom, Foothill Ranch, Roseville, 
Newport Beach, Austin
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There’s nothing better than knowing your family and home are 

safe. LifeTime Lumber offers a complete outdoor solution with 

technologically advanced products. We manufacture fire-safe 

and sustainable building products that promote safer and 

healthier living. 

Unlike most composite products, LifeTime Lumber contains no 

wood, so it won’t deteriorate over time. In addition, LifeTime 

Lumber is a green product — containing 60% recycled material. 

Our products require little maintenance, and they come with a 

Limited Lifetime Warranty. 

LIFETIME LUMBER IS A NEW ALTERNATIVE TO WOOD 
AND COMPOSITES FOR DECKS, DOCKS, PERGOLAS & FENCES.

OUTDOOR LIVING
AT ITS FINEST

Visit www.LifeTimeLumber.com for more information,
and call to find your local retailer 877.285.4338

Scientific Certification Systems SCS-MC-01356. 
Certified minimum pre-consumer 60% recycled content.

BE AUTIFUL .  GREEN . FOREVER .

Home Garden

ing the mantle of the fireplace from redwood 
salvaged from the house.

“We raised the pitch of the roof and had 
to take all of the rafters off the roof,” John 
recalled. “They were 100-year-old Douglas 
fir. We took that down and built the table 
in the kitchen. It’s really a big farm table. It 
helps with the period look of the house.”

They enlarged the porch to wrap around the 
side and meet the dining room with another 
door, in addition to the front door that opens 
into an entryway. Both doors were salvaged 
from older homes, and the front porch is made 
of tongue and groove from their own house.

“We were careful about reusing materials 
to reconstruct things,” said John. “I couldn’t 
stand to throw away any of that stuff.”

They moved the original claw-foot bathtub 
into the master bathroom, and used one-inch 
octagonal black and white tiles in both bath-
rooms in keeping with the period.

The original home had a bedroom on ei-
ther side of the bathroom, in “Jack-and-Jill 
style,” but the Banholzers added a hallway, 
built at an angle, so each room could open 
off of it.

“The best remnant of the house is the 
original floor,” John noted. “There is Douglas 
fir flooring throughout the house, except for 
one bathroom.”

They added bay windows to the front 
spare room, which is used as a playroom, 
and the kitchen. The home has an unfinished 
second story with the staircase opening off 
the home’s entryway.

The 10-foot ceilings also give the home 
its historic charm, John pointed out, and 
they added three-piece crown molding along 
the top. They also kept the old-fashioned 
wooden windows.

 “I hand-painted 32 window sashes with a 
brush,” John recalled. “Things took awhile 
but you don’t get the look I wanted taking 
shortcuts.”
 The addition includes an expansive kitch-
en opening off a dining room that was the old 
kitchen.
 Teri noted that they tried hard to match 
the old wooden floor in the former kitchen 
with that of the new kitchen.
 “We left it out in the rain and everything,” 
she remembered with a laugh.
 She said it was her job to create the 1906 
look in the new kitchen, which has all 
the modern conveniences. She worked with 
Crown Point Cabinetry, a specialist in New 
Hampshire.
 “I sent the dimensions and pictures to the 
designer,” Teri said, and the contractor reported 
that the cabinets came back a perfect fit. 
 The cabinetry is on legs, called furniture 
style, finished with milk paint for the historic 
off-white look. The kitchen has soapstone 
counters, and a farmhouse sink with an 
apron front.
 By Thanksgiving 2001 the house was in 
good enough shape for the Banholzers to 
move in. Their daughter Sarah, now 8, was 
born the next February. 
 “When we moved in none of the landscap-
ing was done,” John recalled. “We put in the 
front lawn first.”
 A raised brick patio opens off the kitchen, 
with stairs leading to a lower patio with a 
built-in barbecue/kitchen. A smaller brick 
patio opens off the master bedroom. 
 “We laid about 10,000 bricks — patios, 
walkways, driveways,” John said, explaining 
that he collected them from old buildings 
and factories. “I was obsessive. I had multiple 
sources, and culled a few here and there.”
 The yard is a mixture of large old trees — 
Monterey pine, Italian stone pine — and co-

pious plants with lawns in front and back.
 “We took the approach of planting densely 
— it’s survival of the fittest,” said John. “We 
built a garage, and it is period-detailed as 
well.”
 A long driveway has two brick runners 
that flank a planted center with elderberry 
ground cover, ivies and ornamental strawber-
ries. It leads down the side of the house to 
the garage, which is outfitted with carriage 
doors. A loquat tree provides shade.
 The Banholzers consulted with Robert Sch-
weitzer from Eastern Michigan University, 
author of “Bungalow Colors: Exteriors,” in 
picking the house’s color, bunglehouse gray.
 “I wanted to make sure we got just the 
right look,” John said. “We’ve probably had 
50 people knock on the door and ask the 

color.”
 Teri and John both grew up in bland hous-
es, he said, she in Stockton and he in Kansas. 
As a teenager, he visited his sister in St. Louis, 
who lived in a house built in 1902.
 “I started to pick up on different things,” 
he recalled. “I actually used some of my 
memories of molding and trim in our house 
here.”
 Now the Banholzers enjoy living in the 
home and neighborhood plus they like their 
neighbors and the proximity to downtown.
 “There aren’t a whole lot of old homes in 
Pleasanton so people who have them are 
protective,” John said. “We get the best com-
pliments from our neighbors.”
 “The cool thing,” he added, “is we had a 
vision and it really turned out.” 

HOUSE
Continued from Page 19

DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

The renovated home features a wrap-around front porch and second-story dormer windows. The 
home’s exterior color was chosen by Robert Schweitzer, author of “Bungalow colors: Exteriors.”
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HARDWOOD

LAMINATE

CARPET

VINYL

TILE

Quality Assured in Every Step

Family Owned & Operated

Hours: M-F 10:30am-5:30pm, Sat 10:30am-4pm

3950-C Valley Ave., Pleasanton

(925) 846-7600
www.silmarflooring.com

In the old Kottinger Barn 
200 Ray St. Pleasanton 925-600-0460

Pleasanton’s
Best Kept Secret!

Kottinger BBarn
anton 925-600-0460

PlPlPlPlPPPlPlll
BBBBeBeBB

ttinger BBaaaDowntown Danville • 375 Hartz Avenue • 925.837.DEAL (3325)
Downtown Pleasanton • 719 Main Street • 925.426.SAVE (7283)

SAVE 50% TO 75% OFF ASHTON FINE ART
Quantities are limited. The Art shown may not be available at time of printing 

but many other similar items will be on sale.

Ashton art is custom built by hand using high quality frames, 
designer textured mat boards, and wood filet accent trim. 

Ashton offers cutting-edge designs, the largest selection of 
prints and mirrors, and unparalleled quality.

SAVE
40-80% OFF 

BRAND NAMES

Coupon Required. May not be used  
with other promotions or on furniture.

EXP. 10/3/10
EXTRA 50% OFF

Ashton Fine Arts



Fence & Deck Restoration
Chain Link & Vinyl

Arbors & Trellises
Ornamental Iron

Retaining Walls
Fences & Decks

575 Boulder Court, Pleasanton
License #771763

B orgFence.com

925.426.9620

with any job over 100 linear feet of fence.  
Value of $165 (excludes vinyl & iron gates)

          Expires 10-30-10 - not valid with other offers.

with any job over 100 linear feet of fence.w

SPECIAL OFFER
FREE Single Gate


