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Beautiful furniture, accessories and jewelry 
at consignment prices

Live the Lifestyle You Love 
at Half the Cost

Corte Madera 
415.924.6691

801 Tamalpais Dr.

Danville 
925.866.6164

1901 - F Camino Ramon

San Mateo 
650.557.8979

1888 S. Norfolk

Saratoga 
408.871.8890

600 El Paseo de Saratoga

Mountain View 
(650) 964-7212

141 El Camino Real 

www.TheHomeConsignmentCenter.com



Pleasanton Weekly September 3, 2010  Page 3

Prospective home buyers and 
sellers are breathing sighs 
of relief after Pleasanton 

Housing Commissioner Dave 
Stark explained that a recent court 
order on low-income housing 
won’t change the city’s housing 
mix much. It certainly won’t af-
fect established neighborhoods 
where there’s no land left for 
new construction. Stark spoke to 
Realtors and their associates at a 
meeting of the Valley Real Estate 
Network (VREN) where there’s 
been concern that the court rul-
ing could leave the city awash in 
low-to-moderate income, high-
density hous-
ing, with block 
after block of 
high-rise apart-
ment buildings 
much like those 
we see across 
I-580 in Dublin. 
Some Realtors 
said the ruling 
cooled the inter-
est in moving 
to Pleasanton for some of their 
prospects who think the city caved 
in to special interest groups seek-
ing more housing for low-income 
families here.
 Stark says the agreement signed 
last month by the City Council 
with Urban Habitat and Public 
Advocates, two affordable housing 
coalitions, does commit the city to 
revise its housing element numbers 
to meet those required by the As-
sociation of Bay Area Governments 
and the state’s housing authority. 
Those numbers needed to be up-
dated since it’s been since 2003 
that Pleasanton has revised its plan 
while it researched, reviewed and 
finally approved a revised Gen-
eral Plan last fall. The coalitions’ 
lawsuit, which was approved by 
Alameda County Superior Court 
Judge Frank Roesch, orders Pleas-
anton to submit its new housing 
element numbers to the state by 
next August. Pleasanton also was 
ordered to remove its housing 
cap ordinance that was approved 
by voters in 1996, setting 29,000 
housing units as the absolute top 
number that could be built here. 
With more than 27,000 units al-
ready built, the housing coalitions 
convinced Roesch that Pleasanton 
could not comply with the 3,000 
and more housing units it would 

need over the next few years to 
comply with state numbers.
 Stark says that Roesch’s ruling 
doesn’t require the city to build 
anything, only to rezone sufficient 
acreage for more housing in the 
30-units-to-the-acre amount range 
to serve builders who specialize 
in high density and lower-income 
housing. Lower income, he ex-
plains, doesn’t mean subsidized 
rentals, although there are a num-
ber of those in Pleasanton. It means 
housing that should be more 
affordable to those in the Pleas-
anton workforce whose incomes, 
although livable, just aren’t high 
enough to afford most of the city’s 
current housing stock. Property 
that’s likely to be rezoned for high 
density housing lies in Hacienda 
Business Park and the undeveloped 
land east of Valley Avenue near the 
quarries that are gradually shutting 
down.
 Also, Stark points out that just 
because Pleasanton rezones some 
acreage for high density housing, 
don’t expect builders in the current 
weak economy to start plowing the 
ground for new buildings. Whether 
units for low-to-moderate income 
tenants or upscale apartment com-
plexes, Stark says the projects must 
“pencil out” to be profitable. He 
also notes that Pleasanton’s tough 
standards are still in place. With 
Growth Management policies limit-
ing permits to no more than 350 
units a year and firm design review 
policies, whatever is built will look 
much like apartment buildings 
already here. In fact, Stark says, 
we can drive through Hacienda 
Business Park to the BART station 
now and pass scores of subsidized, 
affordable apartments and town 
homes that even next door neigh-
bors don’t know are being rented 
or were sold in that category.
 Stark says a bigger concern for 
Realtors and their clients in the 
court settlement just approved lies 
with Attorney General Jerry Brown’s 
office. Brown joined the affordable 
housing coalition suit and also filed 
one of his own against Pleasan-
ton’s revised General Plan, claim-
ing that its housing cap restricted 
the construction of an adequate 
number of dwellings for the much 
larger workforce that commutes to 
Pleasanton. All this driving causes 
greenhouse gas emissions and con-
tributes to global warming. Brown 
dropped the lawsuit once Pleasan-
ton settled with Judge Roesch and 
the others, but he’s moving forward 
on climate change regulations that 
could require extensive and expen-
sive retrofitting of existing homes 
where they’re sold. For Stark, that’s 
a much greater worry for Realtors 
and their clients in today’s already-
struggling housing market. 

AROUND  
PLEASANTON

BY JEB BING

Realtors 
concerned about 
housing, climate 
change laws

About the Cover
Walt Bettencourt in his field of grain, circa 1950. His son Howard Bettencourt 
was one of five ranchers who spoke recently on the ranching and farming life of 
yesteryear in the Tri-Valley.

Vol. XI, Number 34 Serving the Tri-Valley with Medical Facilities in Livermore and Pleasanton.

Presented by:
Nicole Jeffrey-Starr, MD 
ValleyCare Medical Foundation OB/GYN

Christi Klimisch, MD 
ValleyCare Medical Foundation Pediatrician

Date: September 14, 2010

Time: 7:30 PM

Location: ValleyCare Medical Plaza 
5725 W. Las Positas Blvd 
2nd floor Conference Room 
Pleasanton 
two blocks west of hospital

Please join us for a free education  
seminar where ValleyCare physicians  
will discuss important issues regarding  
having a baby in 2010. Learn more  
about fetal monitoring, labor anesthesia,  
and role of the labor coach. Your questions 
about your baby’s needs and what you  
can expect in his/her first few days of  
life will also be discussed.

We invite you to register for this seminar by 
calling the ValleyCare Health Information 
line at 1-800-719-9111 or visit our website at  
www.valleycare.com/educationseminars.

GRAHAM-HITCH
MORTUARY

Dignified Care  
& Compassionate Service 

Since 1891

Advance Planning 
Made Easy

Call Deanna for a FREE 
 consultation. In-home 

visits available.

4167 First Street, Pleasanton

925-846-5624
Crematory Privately Owned  

& Operated
FD#429

INDUSTRY 
LEADER 

SINCE 1996

Unretouched clinical photo taken 
while frowning before and 14 days 

after treatment with Botox® Cosmetic

Also Offering Botox® /
Restylane® Treatments

Dr. Moshe Lewis, MD
Dermatologist
925-846-5614

FREE CONSULTATION

New clients only
Pleasanton
374 St. Mary St.
925 846-5614

San Ramon
2701 Crow Canyon Blvd.
925 837-6400

Lose weight...and keep it off!

 

®

for underarm perspiration problems!

NORCAL
Weight Loss Center

$10 per Unit
Botox® Treatment 

plus Free Consultation to new clients only
Not valid with other offers.

Shauntrell lost weight on our 
program and you can too!

After

Before

Dave Stark



Streetwise
ASKED AT DUBLIN CHEVROLET, 

WHERE THE NEW VOLT WAS INTRODUCED

What is the appeal of an electric car?

Maura Macart
Programmer

The money savings is the biggest appeal for 
us. It uses less gas, and it’s better for the 
environment. My husband is planning to 
purchase an electric car soon.

Alma Jean Holmes
Retired

The electric car is new, and environmentally 
responsible. My husband is just crazy about 
cars, and he really likes this one. He has 
said that he would love to quit going to the 
gas station.

Patrick Keenehan
IT manager

It’s great for people who have to commute. 
I would love to have one. I just bought a 
car recently, but in a few years I’d definitely 
consider an electric car. I really like the look 
of it.

Brent Schorsch
Software engineer

An electric car is much more environmen-
tally friendly than a traditional car. I would 
really enjoy not paying for gas.

John Brain
Advertising

The biggest reason to drive an electric car 
is for the positive environmental impact. 
It’s doing something good for our planet. 
You’re obviously not buying it for high per-
formance; it’s more of a conscious choice. 

Have a Streetwise question? E-mail editor@PleasantonWeekly.com
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CLOCK REPAIR
Free Estimates
Free Pick-up & Delivery in Tri-Valley

Timely Service

Byfield’s Clock Shop Call (925) 736-9165

Follow us...

@PleasantonNews

925.939.3333 

2791 North Main St., Walnut Creek, CA

www.lawrencevolvo.com

Get All of This Plus More Great Offers from Volvo!

THE 2011 VOLVO C70

5 YEAR WARRANTY + 5 YEAR WEAR & TEAR  
5 YEAR SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE + 5 YEAR ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE

For further details, please contact our sales department at 925.939.3333  
or visit our website at www.lawrencevolvo.com



Newsfront
Labor Day wine 
tradition
 The Harvest Wine Celebra-
tion returns to the Livermore 
Valley Wine Country for the 
29th year this weekend, with 
wine, food, art and music from 
noon to 5 p.m. Sunday and 
Monday. On Sunday compli-
mentary shuttle buses will 
travel three routes, each serv-
ing eight to 10 wineries. 
 Thirty participating winer-
ies will be pouring at their 
tasting room locations across 
Livermore Valley, and 11 more 
wineries will be pouring and 
hosting festivities at either 
Concannon Vineyard or Wente 
Vineyards on Tesla Road. 
 For more information, visit 
www.LVwine.org, call 447-
WINE (447-9463), or go to the 
Wine Steward in Pleasanton.

Green business 
conference
 U.S. Rep. Jerry McNerney 
(D., 11th) is holding a Tri-Val-
ley Green Business Conference 
to provide information about 
federal, state, local and private 
resources to grow local green 
businesses. The conference will 
take place from 1:30-4 p.m. 
Wednesday at the Shannon 
Community Center, at 11600 
Shannon Ave., Dublin.
 Remarks by Erik Stenehjem, 
director of Lawrence Liver-
more National Laboratory’s 
Industrial Partnerships Office, 
will be followed by panel dis-
cussions on resources avail-
able to green businesses. The 
panels will include Elizabeth 
Echols of the Small Business 
Administration; Bob Borchers, 
General Partner, Opus Capi-
tal; California Energy Com-
mission; Tri-Valley Business 
Council; Workforce Incubator; 
Alameda County Green Busi-
ness Program; and the cities 
of Pleasanton, Dublin, San 
Ramon and Livermore.
 RSVP to McNerney’s office 
at 737-0727 or email ca11dis-
trictschedule@mail.house.gov.

Golfing teens headed 
for Pebble Beach
 Two Pleasanton teens will tee 
off at the Home Care and Hos-
pice First Tee Open, a Cham-
pions Tour, scheduled for Sept. 
3-5 at Pebble Beach. Natalie 
Bodnar, a junior at Amador 
Valley High School, and Kort-
nie Maxoutopoulis, who is a 
senior at Foothill High, will be 
representing the First Tee Tri-
Valley.
 The tournament is a 54-hole 
golf event featuring 78 play-
ers from the Champions Tour, 
78 junior golfers representing 
The First Tee Chapters, and 
156 amateurs. Admission to 
the event is free.

DIGEST
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BY JEB BING
 Candidates for Pleasanton mayor 
and City Council in the upcoming 
municipal election on Nov. 2 took 
to the stage for the first time Mon-
day to publicly talk together about 
their views on the challenges fac-
ing the community and how they 
would handle them if elected.
 The candidates for mayor are:
■ Mayor Jennifer Hosterman, who 
has been on the council since 
2002 including the last six years 
as mayor. She is seeking re-election 
to a fourth and — because of term 
limits — a final two-year term in 
the top post.
■ Councilwoman Cindy McGov-
ern, who was re-elected to the 
council for a second four-year term 
two years ago. She served on the 
Pleasanton school board from 1993 
to 2003 before being elected to the 
council in 2004.
 Candidates for the City Council, 
where there are two seats available, 
are (again in alphabetical order):
■ Karla Brown, a Realtor with 
Keller-Williams Realty, president 
of the Dublin Women’s Realtors 

Association and president of the 
Kottinger Ranch Homeowners As-
sociation, who is seeking her first 
elected post with her bid for a 
council seat. She has lived in Pleas-
anton 18 years.

■ Councilwoman Cheryl Cook-
Kallio, who is seeking re-election 
to a second four-year term on the 
council. An advanced placement 
history and government teacher at 
Irvington High School in Fremont, 

where she also coaches the school’s 
“We the People” competition civics 
team, she has lived in Pleasanton 
for more than two decades.

Candidates for mayor, City Council share views  
on how they’d govern Pleasanton in years ahead 

Senior housing issues dominate forum as Stoneridge Drive, other long-time concerns fade

See CANDIDATES on Page 7

 The Pleasanton Planning Com-
mission gave its unanimous 
approval last week to plans by 
Safeway to build one of its new 
“Lifestyle” supermarkets in Pleas-
anton with a scheduled opening 
of November next year.
 It was the second preliminary 
approval last week of multi-mil-
lion-dollar development projects 
in the city. On Aug. 24, the City 
Council approved an agreement 
that will allow the annexation 
and commercial and senior resi-
dential projects on Staples Ranch 
in the city’s northeast corner.
 Safeway officials told planners 
that their new store will be on 
a 12-1/2-acre site Safeway is ac-
quiring from South Bay Con-
struction, which also has plans 
to build seven office buildings on 
the rest of the 40-acre parcel.
 The multi-million-dollar Safe-
way complex will include the 
large supermarket and other 
small retail shops, restaurants, 
a drive-through pharmacy and 
outdoor dining. Safeway also is 
reserving an additional 10,000-
square-feet for future expansion 
of its store.
 Earlier plans to include a fuel 

station on the store site have 
been dropped.
 That brought the only com-
plaint from the Planning Com-
mission as it completed its final 
consideration of Safeway’s ap-
plication.
 “I was sorry to learn that Safe-
way has dropped the fuel station 
from its plans,” said Planning 
Commissioner Arne Olson.
 But when Safeway representa-
tives first discussed their long-
range plans for the Bernal site 
with the city Planning Com-
mission in 2008, several com-
missioners indicated they might 
not approve the plan if Safeway 
insisted on including the gas 
station. Opposition also was ex-
pected from the owners of the 
Shell Oil service station that is 
located directly across Valley Av-
enue from the proposed Safeway 
store.
 Safeway said its new store 
would be patterned after Life-
style stores already open in Liv-
ermore, San Ramon, Alameda 
and Novato. Similar to those 
stores, it will feature foods under 
the “Eating Right” label for the 

Planners OK new Safeway 
‘Lifestyle’ store near 

Fairgrounds 
58,000-square-foot supermarket, to open late 

next year, will be city’s largest
 If you like a wide variety of 
political campaign signs, look 
out your front window tomor-
row morning. You’re likely to 
see quite a few.
 Saturday is the first day Pleas-
anton allows political signs to 
be posted in front yards. They 
must be removed within three 
days after the election, which 
will be held Nov. 2.
 Because of active campaigns 
already under way for governor, 
the U.S. Senate and Congress, 
and other state and local races, 
it’s expected there will be more 
political signs posted on city 
streets and fences, including 
areas where signs aren’t allowed. 
Pleasanton’s code enforcement 
office will no doubt keep busy 
removing those that are illegal.
 In Pleasanton, two candidates 
are vying for mayor, four for 
two seats on the City Council, 
and three for two seats on the 
school board. They’re all ex-
pected to have yard signs which 
campaign managers will offer to 
supporters. Generally, they can 
be obtained on a candidate’s 
website with delivery included. 
Of course, donations to that 
candidate’s campaign always are 
appreciated.

—Jeb Bing 

It’s campaign time:  
Here come the signs
Saturday marks 1st day political signs  

can be placed in front yards

JEB BING

Heather Haugen Rizzoli works with other 
supporters of Councilman Jerry Thorne in 
his garage organizing signs for his cam-
paign.See SAFEWAY on Page 7

JEB BING

Tim Hunt introduces candidates for mayor and City Council at the first candidates’ forum Monday: (l-r) Jennifer Hoster-
man, Cindy McGovern, Karla Brown, Cheryl Cook-Kallio, Jerry Thorne and Fred Watson.
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NEWS

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
 The Valley Humane Society is 
holding a groundbreaking and rib-
bon cutting for the public at its 
site on Nevada Street at 5:30 p.m. 
Thursday although work is already 
under way on the new 5,000-
square-foot animal shelter. 
 “We purchased the Nevada Street 
property in 2001,” said board pres-
ident Lori Rice. At that time the 

cat rescue organization was leasing 
property on Spring Street in down-
town Pleasanton.
 In 2006, the group moved into a 
1,700-square-foot modular unit on 
the property, at 3670 Nevada St.
 “We were able to house a lot 
more cats, and there was room for 
offices and room to spread out,” 
said Rice.
 The board of directors studied 

animal shelters in the Tri-Valley to 
decide what its mission should be, 
Rice explained, to complement the 
Tri-Valley Animal Rescue, the SPCA 
and East County Animal Shelter. It 
decided to focus on education and 
activities to help animals stay in 
their homes, said Rice, in addition 
to its shelter and adoption services.
 Valley Humane Society programs 
— and its new facility — have 
been made possible by the bequest 
of $1.4 million from the late Joyce 
Keeler, a former school teacher in 
Livermore, Rice said.
 “We do a lot of work with edu-
cation programs,” she noted. “We 
do Keeler’s Kids in all the second-
grade classes in Pleasanton. A vol-
unteer goes in and teaches about 
what it takes to adopt an animal.”
 At the end of the lesson, children 
who prove they understand the 
responsibilities of pet ownership 
are allowed to adopt a small stuffed 

dog or cat.
 Valley Humane Society also 
works with Tri-Valley Haven and 
Open Heart Kitchen.
 “When they give out food, 
we give out pet food,” Rice said. 
“Those are ways that save animals 
from being given up.”
 She said they hope to provide 
more services in the new facility, 
including a place for people to bring 
pets with problems, such as barking 
dogs or spraying cats. She also wants 
to offer help with pet bereavement.
 Rice hopes the new facility will 

open in the late spring.
 “That’s why we need to do a big 
push for the rest of the money we 
need to finish,” she said. “We need 
to raise about $750,000 more.”
 The next fundraiser is the Great 
Catsby Casino Night on Sept. 11 
at the home of Becky and Murray 
Dennis, 838 Gray Fox Circle in 
Pleasanton. Tickets are $65 and 
include a catered buffet dinner, 
two drink tickets, valet parking and 
gambling chips for casino games. 
For information, go to www.valley-
humane.org, or call 426-8656. 

Valley Humane Society  
to break ground for new digs

Facility will triple number of animal lives saved each year

COURTESY VALLEY HUMANE SOCIETY

The Valley Humane Society moved into this modular unit on Nevada Street 
in 2006 until it could raise funds to build its new facility on the site.

TAKE US ALONG
Wedding party: 
Alan and Jean 
Purves and Lola 
Laign-Laird 
and Scott Laird 
took along 
their Weekly to 
the wedding of 
Lola’s daughter 
Lindsey Baggett 
and Craig Cerise 
in Whitefish, 
Mont.

Save 40% off all Japanese maples.
Many sizes & varieties to choose from including the popular ‘Bloodgood’.

30% off our entire selection of A. Silvestri concrete pots.
20% off all A. Silvestri fountains including special orders.
20% off all ceramic pottery, garden gifts and houseplants. 
25% off all wood trellises and arbors. 
Discounts are taken off regular prices.

Save an additional $50.00
off WoodMill of Muskoka

premium Adirondack chairs.
Manufacturer will be here on
Saturday, 9/4 to answer any

questions and offer free set-up

BONUS BUCKS
Save an additional

$10.00 off
your entire purchase of

$100.00 or more.
Coupon and sale prices good 

through Monday, Sept.13 and is 
limited to stock on hand except 

where noted. PLW 0910

50% off all bougainvilleas.
50% off all bush, tree & climbing roses.
50% off all deciduous fruit trees.
Choose from popular varieties including
apples, apricots & peaches.
Save 30% off all landscape trees, shrubs, vines,  
perennials; citrus & topiaries in #1 size or larger.
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Anthem Blue Cross health coverage for you and 
your family. Strong protection, strong family.

We offer Health Coverage for:

coverage

Don’t put your family at risk 
by trying to get by without 
health care coverage. Get 
reliable benefits that match 
your busy life. We can help 
you choose a plan that 
makes good sense for your 
health and your wallet.

(925) 803-9799
Pleasanton, CA
charlene @beasleyinsurance.com
www.beasleyinsurance.com

Anthem Blue Cross is the trade name of Blue Cross of California. Independent licensee of the 
Blue Cross Association. Anthem® is a registered trademark of Anthem Insurance Companies, 
Inc. The Blue Cross name and symbol are registered marks of the Blue Cross Association.

Life & Health 
Insurance Agent
Lic.#OC26292

Blue Cross

public eye
rock ’n roll 

Sponsored by

RPM Mortgage 
(Last Concert of the Series)

Sept 3



■ Councilman Jerry Thorne, a re-
tired business executive with Hewl-
ett Packard and Agilent Technolo-
gies, was appointed to the city’s 
Parks and Recreation Commission 
15 years ago. He was elected to the 
council in June 2005 to fill an un-
expired term and then re-elected in 
2006. He is seeking re-election to 
his second full four-year term.
■ Fred Watson, who moved to 
Pleasanton in 2000, is manager of 
volunteer services for Open Heart 
Kitchen, a Tri-Valley nonprofit that 
is also the area’s only “food bank” 
serving the needy. Watson said he 
is a member of the Pleasanton Tea 
Party Association.
 Since the candidates’ forum, 
the first of the current campaign, 
was held at Pleasanton Gardens, a 
subsidized senior housing facility 
on Kottinger Drive, much of the 
discussion concerned the hous-
ing needs and services that will 
be required as a larger portion of 
Pleasanton’s population matures. 
The forum was moderated by Tim 
Hunt, former associate editor of 
the Tri-Valley Herald and a news-
paper columnist, who is also on 
the board of directors of Pleasan-
ton Gardens.
 Candidates generally said they 
favor a plan under development 
that would rebuild Kottinger Place 
across from Pleasanton Gardens 
into a larger, multi-story senior 
housing complex for low income 
residents, taking part of a park next 
to Kottinger Place on Vineyard Av-
enue. Under the plan, Pleasanton 
Gardens would be folded into the 

new complex, with the city decid-
ing what to do with the current 
facility that is now privately owned 
and managed.
 That plan brought the only heat-
ed debate in Monday’s forum after 
McGovern said she favored reno-
vating both senior facilities, not 
replacing them. She wants the city 
to use available federal and state 
funds for senior housing to build 
a new facility somewhere else in 
Pleasanton, not on a park site.
 But Hunt, momentarily taking 
off his “impartial” moderator’s hat, 
told McGovern her plan wouldn’t 
work. He said Pleasanton Gardens 
is more than 60 years old and 
could not meet new building stan-
dards without a complete rebuild.
 “It’s ready for the bulldozers, 
Cindy,” Hunt told her.
 Candidates touched on environ-
mental, business and municipal 
government issues, with Hoster-
man, Cook-Kallio and Thorne 
highlighting the strong fiscal poli-
cies already in place in Pleasanton 
and recent decisions to add more 
housing and tax-revenue-support-
ing businesses on Staples Ranch 
and in Hacienda Business Park.
 “Money Magazine recently 
named Pleasanton as one of the top 
100 cities in the country,” Hoster-
man said. “We want to keep it that 
way. These are tough economic 
times but the fact is that our city’s 
budget is balanced and we haven’t 
had to lay off any employees or cut 
back on the high quality of services 
we have here.”
 Cook-Kallio agreed, but added 
that Pleasanton hasn’t kept pace in 
terms of providing enough hous-
ing to serve low income seniors. 

If re-elected, she vowed to move 
forward “expeditiously” on the Kot-
tinger Place rebuild plan and to 
also make sure transportation and 
other special services that serve 
Pleasanton’s senior population keep 
pace with rising demand.
 Thorne, who is currently the 
city’s vice mayor and is also vice 
chairman of the organization that 
operates Wheels buses, said he 
would work to have dollar-a-ride 
bus service available to seniors and 
to keep Wheels’ Route 8, which 
seniors use to reach medical and 
other services.
 “I, too, want to move forward on 
the Pleasanton Gardens project,” 
Thorne said. “We need to quit 
dragging our feet on this important 
effort.”
 But McGovern said that while the 
city overall appears to be in good 
financial shape, she is concerned 
by the influence of developers and 
special interest groups on the oth-
ers not sitting on the council.
 “I decided to seek the mayor’s 
post because I want to renew trust 
in our local government,” McGov-
ern said. “I promise to focus on 

what is best for our citizens, not 
outside interests. I believe in the 
public process and the right of our 
citizens to object to whatever ac-
tions the council takes.”
 “I also will not seek or accept 
any funds for my campaign from 
special interest groups of political 
action committees,” she added.
 Brown, who served as co-chair-
woman to “Save Pleasanton’s Hills,” 
a citizens’ coalition founded by for-
mer Councilwoman Kay Ayala, said 
her concerns over hilltop develop-
ments and other issues caused her 
“to get out of my comfortable chair 
at home and run for council where 
I will listen to citizens when they 
come to speak.”
 “My goal is to restore representa-
tive government here in Pleasan-
ton,” she added. “I remain com-
mitted to ridgeline protections. I 
also want to revitalize economic 
development in our city to make 
our downtown vital and strong and 
to bring more stores back to our 
downtown.”
 Watson said that as a manager at 
Open Heart Kitchen, he has seen 
first-hand the growing needs of 

many in the Tri-Valley caused by a 
downturn in the economy.
 “As a taxpayer, I want to be 
more fiscally involved in the city, 
working to create a more finan-
cially healthy community,” he 
said. “We need to keep our taxes 
lower, our community employed 
and city service intact. Our parks 
will not be safe if they are sur-
rounded by foreclosed homes and 
businesses.”
 Although Hunt’s questions and 
the candidates’ responses touched 
on a number of long-controversial 
issues, such as low-income housing, 
development on the hillsides and 
the annexation and development of 
Staples Ranch, what’s generally con-
sidered the most controversial issue 
over the last decade and longer — 
the extension of Stoneridge Drive 
to El Charro Road and Livermore 
— was never mentioned.
 That extension plan, which 
would block access to El Charro for 
the time being, is part of the overall 
Staples Ranch environmental plan 
that was approved the City Council 
two weeks ago and will be finalized 
at the council’s meeting Sept. 7. 

calorie conscious and the big “O” 
for organics sections of foods.
 Large open areas will include 
open bins for salads, pastries and 
cold cuts for the luncheon crowds 
with a sit-down area for dining. 
The store will include a Safeway 
pharmacy and space for allied ven-
dors, including a bank and other 
services. The store will employ 
between 150 and 200 workers.
 The firm’s application for final 
approval is expected to be con-
sidered by the City Council next 
month. If approved then, Safeway 
said construction work will start 
immediately. Safeway has its fund-
ing in place and wants to open the 
new supermarket by November 
2011.
 Facing Valley, the store will back 
onto the northbound I-680 off-
ramp. Driveways will be positioned 
along Valley Avenue, and one on 
Bernal will link with the Koll Cen-
ter driveway on the other side with 
a full-phase traffic signal to allow 
turns into and out of both centers 
in either direction.
 Although larger and newer than 
the Pleasanton Safeway at Valley 
and Santa Rita Road, that popular 
store will remain open.
 Scott R. Trobbe, a principal 
partner at South Bay Construc-
tion, said he still plans to develop 
the rest of the 40-acre site it owns 
into an office building complex. 
Plans for the four-story cam-

pus haven’t changed much since 
2000, when South Bay joined 
with Greenbriar Homes and oth-
ers to acquire the full 510-acre 
Bernal site from the city of San 
Francisco, which had owned the 
land since the 1930s.
 Greenbriar and KB Home have 
since built the homes and apart-
ments the city of Pleasanton ap-
proved as part of the purchase 
agreement, which included 370 
acres as a gift to the city for public 
uses. The city’s first development 
on its property — lighted baseball 
fields — was completed last year.
 In a presentation earlier to the 
Pleasanton Chamber of Commerce, 
Trobbe said the office building mar-
ket is still sluggish, but the syn-
ergism he expects potential office 
tenants to see with the Safeway 
complex could spur development.
 His firm recently received a five-
year extension of its building rights 
on the site.
 “Times have changed in the 10 
years since we bought this property 
and proposed the office buildings,” 
Trobbe said. “People want to live 
closer to transportation, spend less 
time in their cars, walk to work, bi-
cycle everywhere, and the Safeway 
store and other outlets will give 
them a nearby place to go.”
 At the council meeting when 
Trobbe was granted the develop-
ment extension, Councilman Matt 
Sullivan suggested that perhaps the 
office park site should be consid-
ered for residential uses. 

—Jeb Bing
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BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
 A new fitness facility planned for 
Vintage Hills Shopping Center will 
be accessible to members around 
the clock, using security systems 
including a dedicated 911 line and 
the option for exercising patrons 
to wear necklaces that send out 
distress signals.
 “Where Anytime Fitness really 
stands out from the crowd is in their 
use of proprietary access software, 
security and surveillance technolo-
gy,” said Jordan Boreman and Debra 
Casados in their application for a 
use permit. “The integration of these 
systems allows owners to operate 
safe and secure clubs with greatly 
reduced staffing needs.”
 Boreman and Casados already own 
Anytime Fitness studios in Pleasan-
ton, Livermore and San Ramon.
 “From our experiences, we av-
erage about 10-15 members in 
the studio during peak operating 

hours,” they reported.
 The Pleasanton Planning Com-
mission approved the conditional 
use permit for the new Anytime 
Fitness at its Aug. 25 meeting, and 
the owners are planning improve-
ments to the space in the Vintage 
Hills Shopping Center at the in-
tersection of Bernal Avenue and 
Vineyard Avenue/Tawny Drive.
 “We’re going to have a stretching 
room and an office, and the entire 
gym will be open outside of those 
two rooms and the bathrooms,” said 
fitness consultant Adam Chan, who 
was transferred from the San Ramon 
facility to work at Vintage Hills.
 The facility will join 1,300 gyms 
worldwide in the 7-year-old Any-
time Fitness franchise, headquar-
tered in Hastings, Minn. The co-ed 
club specializes in its 24-hour ac-
cess, affordable membership fees, 
quality exercise equipment and 
neighborhood locations, according 

to its website.
 The Vintage Hills facility will 
have one employee on site from 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. and 4-8 p.m. daily, as 
well as personal trainers, according 
to the city staff report. There will be 
no group fitness classes or locker 
rooms although there will be two 
restrooms. A small tanning room is 
also proposed.
 Neighbors sent emails to the city 
supporting the project.
 “I think it’s great to see new 
businesses move in,” Kurt Brockett 
wrote. “The center being empty 
is a real bummer and I hope by 
creating recurring customer traffic 
the facility will help draw other 
business such as a coffee shop and 
hopefully a grocery store in the 
large space.”
 “I feel it will be a good addition 
to the center,” wrote Kenneth Blair, 
who said he has already joined the 
gym. “Anytime Fitness has no de-

liveries, no construction except the 
inside of the building. I am sure the 
majority of the people who join the 
club will be neighborhood people.”
 Vintage Hills Shopping Center, 
despite the vacant 20,000-square-
foot space that once was occupied 

by Romley’s market, is home to 
some thriving businesses. These 
include a hair cutting salon, a spa, 
a frozen yogurt shop, a laundry and 
dry cleaning shop, a jewelry store, 
a sushi restaurant, a dance studio, 
and a tae kwon do studio. 

✔33 Pipe Bands from U.S. & Canada + U.S.Marine Marching Band
✔IHGF World Highland Games Super Series
✔36th U.S. Invitational Heavy Events Championship 
 Athletes from 8 Countries & 18 States
✔Western U.S. Highland Dancing Championship
✔8 Stages of Entertainment

TICKETS:   
2 Day Adult   $27.00
1 Day Adult  $18.00
1 Day Senior (65+) $12.00
1 Day Youth (12-17) $12.00
1 Day Handicap $12.00
KIDS 11 & UNDER FREE
MILITARY w/ACTIVE DUTY ID FREE

KIDS 11 
& UNDER-
FREE!

NEW

ONE OF THE WORLD’S LARGEST CELTIC FESTIVALS

www.TheScottishGames.com

www.TheScottishGames.com
Comcast Subscribers: Tab “888” on your remote - go to “Entertainment”, 
then to “Local Events” - click on “Scottish Games”.

Alameda County Fairgrounds
SEPTEMBER 4 & 5 • PLEASANTON 

SCOTTISH GAMESSCOTTISH GAMES
145th

Gym headed for Vintage Hills
Facility would be available for members 24/7

DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

Anytime Fitness has received the Planning Commission’s OK to open in Vintage 
Hills Shopping Center and will begin renovations soon.

Youth jobs 
program  

to hold forum
Event to air video by 
Las Positas students

 Nearly 200 Tri-Valley young peo-
ple were employed over the past 
two years in the Summer Youth 
Employment Program conduct-
ed by the Tri-Valley Community 
Foundation in partnership with 
Alameda County Workforce Invest-
ment Board and Las Positas Col-
lege. Leveraging economic stimulus 
funding, this year’s program tar-
geted young people in families hit 
hardest by the current economic 
downturn.
 “In the middle of one of the 
worst recessions in U.S. history, 
local businesses stepped up to give 
our young people summer employ-
ment,” said Aaron Ortiz, program 
officer for the Foundation.
 To celebrate the success, the Tri-
Valley Community Foundation and 
the Tri-Valley Business Council will 
host a forum from 3:30-5 p.m. 
Thursday at the Robert Livermore 
Event Center, 4444 East Ave., Liv-
ermore. Participating students from 
Las Positas College produced a 
video about the summer jobs pro-
gram that will be shown at the 
event, which will include officials 
from city and county governments, 
business leaders and educators. 
 “This forum will allow the youth 
and businesses involved in the 
summer program to interact with 
the community,” said David Rice, 
president of the Tri-Valley Com-
munity Foundation. “We want 
to encourage more businesses to 
participate in youth employment 
projects like this, which help 
young people develop school-to-
career skills.”
 RSVP at 734-9965. 
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Cemetery much 
improved

Dear Editor,
 We just buried my brother John 
Brenden McWilliams last week 
at the cemetery in Pleasanton. 
My husband and I were very im-
pressed with the work done by 
St. Augustine’s committee. It looks 
like a new place because of their 
cleaning, sweeping and new white 
paint. It was really a terrible em-
barrassment and didn’t look like it 
belonged in the upscale commu-

nity of Pleasanton. They are to be 
commended for their hard work. 
A big improvement.

Lynne Champlin
Napa

Feeling welcomed

 Thanks for the event coverage 
in the P’town Weekly on the West 
Coast Nationals Goodguys show. 
This is the fourth time I have 
come to this event from Australia, 
and this time there were a heap 
of us. We had a ball, and the at-
mosphere and locals made us feel 
welcome.

Ray Bedson
Australia 

LETTERS

Opinion
Pleasanton

Weekly
PRESIDENT

Gina Channell-Allen, Ext. 119

PUBLISHER

Jeb Bing, Ext. 118

EDITORIAL

Editor
Jeb Bing, Ext. 118

Managing Editor
Dolores Fox Ciardelli, Ext. 111

Online/Community Editor
Emily West, Ext. 229

Reporter
Glenn Wohltmann, Ext. 121

Contributors
Don Colman
Deborah Grossman
Jerri Pantages Long
Kerry Nally
Joe Ramirez

ART & PRODUCTION

Lead Designer
Katrina Cannon, Ext. 130

Designers
Lili Cao, Ext. 120
Kristin Herman, Ext. 114

ADVERTISING

Advertising Sales Manager
Mary Hantos, Ext. 123

Account Executives
Paul Crawford, Ext. 113
Karen Klein, Ext. 122
Barbara Lindsey, Ext. 226
Stacey Patterson, Ext. 232

Real Estate Sales
Andrea Heggelund, Ext. 110

Ad Services
Cammie Clark, Ext. 116

BUSINESS

Business Associate
Lisa Oefelein, Ext. 126

Circulation Director
Bob Lampkin, Ext. 141

Front Office Coordinator
Kathy Martin, Ext. 124

HOW TO REACH THE WEEKLY

Phone: (925) 600-0840
Fax: (925) 600-9559

Editorial e-mail:  
editor@PleasantonWeekly.com 
calendar@PleasantonWeekly.com

Display Sales e-mail:  
sales@PleasantonWeekly.com

Classifieds Sales e-mail:  
ads@PleasantonWeekly.com

Circulation e-mail: circulation@
PleasantonWeekly.com 

The Pleasanton Weekly is published  
every Friday by Embarcadero Media,  
5506 Sunol Blvd., Suite 100, Pleasanton, CA 
94566; (925) 600-0840.

Mailed at Periodicals Postage Rate, USPS 
020407.

The Pleasanton Weekly is mailed upon 
request to homes and apartments in 
Pleasanton. Community support of the 
Pleasanton Weekly is welcomed and encour-
aged through memberships at levels of $5, 
$8 or $10 per month through automatic 
credit card charges. Print subscriptions for 
businesses or residents of other communities 
are $60 per year or $100 for two years. Go to 
www.PleasantonWeekly.com to sign up and 
for more information. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
Pleasanton Weekly, 5506 Sunol Blvd., Suite 
100, Pleasanton, CA 94566.

© 2010 by Embarcadero Media. 
All rights reserved. Reproduction without 
permission is strictly prohibited.

Following the Around Pleasan-
ton column in last week’s edi-
tion (“Amador Theater Stay-

ing Open”), I would like to discuss 
the role the Pleasanton Cultural 
Arts Foundation (PCAF) has played 
in the Firehouse Arts Center proj-
ect. Our foundation was formed in 
2004, as an offshoot of the Pleasan-
ton Cultural Arts Council (PCAC), 
to conduct a capital campaign for 
the Firehouse Arts Center. Our 
primary goal has always been to 
raise $2 million to complement 
the investment the city is making 
in this public arts facility. We can 
look to surrounding communities 
to witness that successful public 
arts facilities are a partnership of 
public and private funds. 
 Once the project design was for-
mally approved by the City Council 
in 2006, our fundraising efforts truly 
began. To date, we have donated 
$500,000 to the city and will be pre-
senting an additional $150,000 at the 
Sept. 7 council meeting. Donations 
to our foundation have been in the 
form of cash, stocks, bequests and, 
in some cases, multi-year “pledges.” 
These future multi-year pledges will 
hopefully get us to our end goal.
 To clarify, contributions to PCAF 
have not “dwindled,” but rather we 
have been overwhelmed with the 
flood of interest in the Firehouse 
Arts Center in the weeks leading up 
to the Opening Night Gala on Sept. 
17. We believed this might be the 
case as the building began to take 
shape. Our gala committee should 
be applauded for its efforts, and the 
more than 350 guests that will be 
attending clearly demonstrate the 

excitement our community has for 
this project. We look forward to 
building on the community’s con-
tinued support to meet our financial 
goals as our campaign concludes 
over the next several months.
 The foundation believes the Fire-
house Arts Center will truly comple-
ment not only the Amador Theater 
but the existing arts facilities in 
the Tri-Valley, by offering a more 
intimate setting and a broader arts 
experience than are currently avail-
able in traditional performing arts 
venues. This wonderful facility, with 
its 240-seat flexible theater, spacious 
art galleries, dedicated classrooms 
and grand lobby will provide a mul-
titude of benefits to our community. 
In addition to bringing quality arts 
and new cultural experiences to our 
residents, it will also provide oppor-
tunities to enhance the arts educa-
tion of our youth. No less important 
is the positive economic impact the 
facility will provide in the added 
economic vitality and expansion of 
our downtown.
 As members of the board of PCAF, 
we are proud of our accomplish-
ments in advocating for, bringing 
visibility to, and raising funds for 
the Firehouse Arts Center. Our col-
lective efforts have built a posi-
tive momentum for the arts in this 
community despite facing the most 
challenging economic times in re-
cent memory. We are now ready 
to transition our efforts back to 
PCAC knowing it will continue the 
important work of supporting and 
providing leadership for the arts 
in our community. We hope those 
that have supported this project will 
continue to support the arts through 
their endeavors.

William R. Butler currently serves 
as the president of the Pleasanton 

Cultural Arts Foundation (PCAF). 
He works with Citi Private Bank 

and lives in Pleasanton with his wife 
Christine and their three children. 

GUEST OPINION
BY WILLIAM R. BUTLER

Community 
supports Firehouse 
Arts Center in a 
big way

What’s your opinion?
 Submit letters to the editor of up to 250 words and guest opinion pieces up 
to 500 words with a short bio to editor@PleasantonWeekly.com. Include your 
name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you. We reserve 
the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable content, libel and 
factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be accepted.

For those in the restaurant, hotel and retail business-
es, last weekend and the coming three-day holiday 
weekend are giving financial relief in what’s been 

an economic struggle all summer. Crowds filled our town 
for the 24th annual Goodguys West Coast Nationals last 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday, attracting more than 60,000 
to the Alameda County Fairgrounds and filling more than 
3,500 hotel rooms. Between those who spent the night 
and the day-trippers who came for the fun and possibly 
a lunch or dinner downtown, the Tri-Valley Convention 
& Visitor’s Bureau (CVB) estimates that the event had a 
$4.8 million impact on our Tri-Valley economy with a 
large portion of that spent in Pleasanton.
 This weekend two more major events get under way: 
the Scottish Games at the Fairgrounds and the 29th an-
nual Livermore Valley Harvest Wine Festival. This year’s 
Wine Festival, which is being held Sunday and Mon-
day, expects to welcome more than 7,000 visitors from 
throughout the Bay Area, earning an estimated $420,000 
in revenue. New this year is an agreement by two major 
wineries, Wente Bros. and Concannon, to host a number 
of the smaller wineries at their larger facilities, allowing 
wine aficionados to sample a wide variety of wines at 
each location.
 The Scottish Games, with special events starting today 
and the games on Saturday and Sunday, is a much larger 
event with at least 35,000 expected to be in Pleasanton 
during the three-day period. Again, with many planning 
overnight stays, the CVB is estimating that more than $2 
million will be spent on food, hotel rooms, shopping and 
gasoline.
 With the Goodguys crowd especially and to some 
extent the families who come for the Scottish games, 
not everyone stays at the event. Spouses, teenagers 
and younger children often take breaks, which is why 
Stoneridge Shopping Center and downtown streets are 
jammed with shoppers and sight-seers. Major hotels 
serving the Tri-Valley are already booked, which means 
many move to “second brand” locations both here and in 
outlying locations. Those hotels often find guests come 
back the next time to facilities they otherwise might have 
overlooked.
 Of course, there’s a downside to all these crowds: traf-
fic. Plan on taking a little longer to drive across town 
this weekend and make reservations now if you want a 
table tonight, tomorrow or Sunday at one of your favorite 
Pleasanton restaurants. There’s a reason to smile, too. All 
these millions of dollars that are being spent by visitors 
in Pleasanton include substantial sums in sales tax and 
hotel occupancy taxes that go straight to the city’s Gen-
eral Fund. That helps pay the municipal bills for parks, 
police, street repairs and much more. These folks also go 
home after their events without any strain on local servic-
es or schools. Be kind to those you meet and invite them 
back. With the 16th annual Fall RV Show coming to the 
Fairgrounds on Sept. 24 and Fremont’s popular Pirates of 
Emerson show moving here in October, Pleasanton has 
lots to offer in the weeks ahead. 

EDITORIAL

Look for a crowded  
(and profitable) weekend

THE OPINION OF THE WEEKLY

Visit Town Square at PleasantonWeekly.com  
to comment on the editorial.
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POLICE REPORT

The Pleasanton Police Department 
made the following information avail-
able. Under the law, those charged 
with offenses are considered innocent 
until convicted.

Aug. 24
Residential burglary

■ 5:26 p.m. in the 3400 block of 
Windsor Court

■ 6:14 p.m. in the 3200 block of 
Vineyard Avenue: small floor safe, 
jewelry, coins 

Stolen vehicle

■ 9:30 p.m. at Vineyard Avenue/
Christina Court: 1995 blue Honda 
Accord 

Aug. 25
Theft from structure

■ 2:55 p.m. in the 5800 block of Owens 
Drive: computer equipment 

Theft from auto

■ 7:10 p.m. in the 1000 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road: new electric 
jack hammer 

Residential burglary

■ 9:53 p.m. in the 3900 block of Grand 
Canyon Court: laptop computers, 
iPods, jewelry, camera equipment

Aug. 26
Residential burglary

■ Noon in the 1600 block of Laguna 
Creek 

Aug. 28
Theft

■ 7:25 a.m. in the 300 block of Main 
Street: $800 cash 

Home burglary

■ 8:35 a.m. in the 4200 block of Diavila 
Street: clothing, furs, black/green 
backpack 

Aug. 29
Residential burglary

■ 1:35 a.m. in the 5900 block of Via 

Del Cielo: computer equipment, jew-
elry including a diamond solitaire, 
Frisbee imprinted with “Foothill High 
School”

Aug. 30
Burglary from auto

■ 5:05 a.m. in the 5800 block of 
Las Positas Boulevard: briefcase, 
Montblanc pen with engraved ini-
tials, car registration 

Residential burglary

■ 6:03 p.m. in the 3200 block of 
Omega Circle: bicycle theft from 
garage, 21-speed silver and green 
mountain bike 

Stolen vehicle

■ 4 p.m. in the 100 block of Junipero 
Street: 1998 pewter GMC Jimmy SUV

■ 5:39 p.m. in the 4400 block 
Hacienda Drive: 1999 silver Honda 
Civic

Bad guys target Goodguys

 A Walnut Creek man’s Harley-Davidson motorcycle 
was stolen while he attended the Goodguys 24th West 
Coast Nationals at the Fairgrounds over the weekend.
 The man told police that he parked his black 

Harley-Davidson Road King in the parking lot on 
Pleasanton Avenue at 12:30 p.m. Saturday and 
crossed the street to attend the Goodguys car show. 
He returned at 6 p.m. to find his motorcycle miss-
ing. He was the only one with keys and he did not 
give anyone permission to take the motorcycle, 
which had about 13,500 miles on it, according to 
police reports.
 Police checked the area for the motorcycle but did 
not find anything. 

POLICE BULLETIN

Community Pulse
POLICE BULLETIN & LOG

WEEKLY MEETING NOTICES

ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 AND PUBLIC COMMENT IS WELCOME

The above represents a sampling of upcoming meeting items. 
For complete information, please visit  

www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/community/calendar

City Council
Tuesday, September 7, 2010 @ 7:00 p.m.
City Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

Parks & Recreation Commission
Thursday, September 9, 2010 @ 7:00 p.m.
City Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

Library Commission
Thursday, September 9, 2010 @ 7:00 p.m.

Youth Commission

Reports

GENERAL INFORMATION

Council Chambers, 200 Old Bernal Avenue.

Allen Xiao

Financial Service Professional
CA Insurance Lic. # 0E08340
NY Lic# 1132871
NV Lic# 666263
Tel (925) 979-2387
 (510) 494-0128 x 25
Fax (510) 494-0108
Email: hxiao@finsvcs.com

v College Savings Plan

v Retirement Plan

v Life Insurance

v Annuity

v Long Term Care Insurance

v Disability Income Insurance

Registered Representative of and offers securities through MML Investors Services, Inc.  
member SIPC. 2121 N California Blvd Suite 395 Walnut Creek CA 94596 (925) 979-2300.

CRN201206-134552

1225 Hopyard Road 
Pleasanton, CA 94566 

925.846.6363 
www.trinitypleasanton.org

Traditional Service 8:30 AM
Family Worship and Sunday School at 10:00 AM

Join us for Rally Day  
Sunday, September 12th 

 to kick off our program year  
featuring a performance by reowned puppeteer 

and magician Tony Borders at 10 AM

“At Trinity Lutheran Church, we encourage 
people to serve each other and experience  

God's Love. All are welcome.”

 

Discover How You Can  
Look and feel young
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and cause blurry vision. 

Let us help you clear 
your vision with premium 
implant lenses that may 
help you see near, far,  

and in-between.
 

Revolutionary technology 
Safe, proven procedure 

See Your Best!  
Look Your Best!

(925) 460-5000 5575 W. Las Positas, Blvd., #240, Pleasanton
(925) 449-4000 28 Fenton Street, Livermore

ValleyEyeCareCenter.com

PhotoGallery

Share 
your 

photos!
PleasantonWeekly.com
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Sylvia Love Becker

 Sylvia Love Becker died July 
31 at the age of 86 in Pleasanton 
after a brief hospitalization.
 She was born Nov. 26, 1923, in 
Kansas City, Mo., where she was 
raised. When she met her hus-
band Milton, she moved to New 
York City with him and spent 
her married life there working 
as a bookkeeper and raising her 
family. She moved back to Kansas 
City when her husband died in 
1982, and then finally to Pleas-
anton in 1992 to join her family. 
She enjoyed listening to music, 
watching television, and observ-
ing the world around her.
 Mrs. Becker was predeceased 
by her husband Milton Becker 
and her brother Morris Hertzfield. 
She is survived by her daughter 
Ilene Becker Forman (Mike) of 
Pleasanton, son Les Becker of 
Rockville, Md.; sister Rose Rovick 
of Prairie Village, Kan.; and three 
grandchildren. Burial took place 
at Mount Moriah Cemetery in 
Fairview, N.J., on Aug. 4. Dona-
tions may be made to the Ameri-
can Kidney Fund or the Da Vita 
Pleasanton Patient Emergency 
Fund.

Marcus Edmond 
Peterson 

 Marcus Edmond Peterson, a 
Pleasanton resident, died Aug. 9 at 
the age of 88 from complications 
of emphysema and Alzheimer’s dis-
ease, with his niece and nephews at 
his bedside.
 He was born 
Feb. 12, 1922, 
in Oakland to 
Marcus C. and 
Dorothy S. Pe-
terson and 
shortly thereaf-
ter moved with 
the family to 
Southern Cali-
fornia. He was a determined young 
man while in Boy Scouts and made 
Eagle Scout. He graduated from 
South Pasadena High School and 
enrolled at UC Berkeley, where he 
graduated in general education. As 
the United States entered World 
War II, he enlisted in the Army 
Air Corps and later the Army but 
was discharged for health reasons. 
He continued his education at Cal, 
obtaining a master’s in history. After 
his father died, he took care of his 
mother and lived in Berkeley, near 
his beloved Cal. He worked for sev-
eral years at Bethlehem Steel, and 
later began teaching high school 
history and English in Berkeley and 
surrounding cities.

 Mr. Peterson was a dedicated 
writer of Old West histories and 
short stories and was frequently 
published in several magazines. In 
spite of health issues, he loved to 
row boats, perform gymnastics and 
hike. He spent weekends in Pleasan-
ton helping his nephews and niece 
build tree forts and coasters and 
hiking, taking summer car trips to 
Aptos, Yosemite, exploring national 
parks, and later conducting college 
campus trips. After retiring from 
teaching, he moved to Pleasanton to 
be nearer to his sister. In 2005, he 
moved into assisted living.
 He is survived by his sister Hathily 
Johnson of Pleasanton; her children, 
Walt (Pam) Johnson of Seminole, 
Fla., Marc Johnson of Pleasanton, 
Hathi Winston (Jerry Prettyman) of 
Pleasanton, and Chris (Lori) John-
son of Sunol; and seven great-neph-
ews and nieces. Donations may be 
made to Hope Hospice, 6377 Clark 
Ave., Suite 100, Dublin 94568. Pri-
vate services will be held with a 
memorial planned at a later date.

Douglas Wayne Waite

 Former Pleasanton resident Doug-
las Wayne Waite, 85, died Aug. 12 
at Mercy Hospital in Redding.
 He was born Jan. 8, 1925, in Oak-
land to Benjamin and Clara Oliver 
Waite. He served on the USS Dione 
during World War II, then com-

menced a 32-year career with Pa-
cific Telephone, retiring in 1978. He 
lived in Pleasanton from 1988-92. 
He loved his family, friends, fishing, 
golf, camping and his dog Mocha.
 Mr. Waite is survived by his 
wife of 40 years, Lynne Lockyer 
Waite of Redding; daughters 1990 
Amador Valley graduate Cynthia 
Waite of Pleasanton, Teri York and 
son-in-law Matthew Dickerson of 
Pleasanton; and sister Barbara Betts 
of Huntinton Beach; as well as a 
nephew and several nieces and 
cousins. At his request no ser-
vices are planned. Donations can 
be made in his memory to the 
Shingletown Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, 31990 State Highway 44, 
Shingletown, CA 96088.

Marion La Ferrera

 Marion La Ferrera died Aug. 
22, one day after turning 80, after 
a lengthy battle with Alzheimer’s 
disease.
 She was born 
in Honolulu, 
Hawaii, and was 
evacuated to the 
mainland after 
the bombing of 
Pearl Harbor. 
She met her 
husband Frank, 
who died four 
months ago, when she was 13. 

She was a meticulous housekeeper, 
excellent cook and was the “glue” 
that forged her close knit, healthy 
and loving family. She was an avid 
poker player, loved watching and 
playing sports, decorating her 
home and entertaining family and 
friends. 
 She is survived by her children 
Sandra and Denise, son-in-law 
Kendall and three grandchildren.

OBITUARIES

WEDDINGS ● ENGAGEMENTS ● OBITUARIES ● BIRTHSTransitions

www.VintageSenior.com

License No. 075601454

The Tri-Valley’s Premier 
Retirement Community

Mention this ad by 
9/30 & receive $1500 

for moving costs!

Call (925) 803-9100 this week 
to schedule your visit. 

Featuring Independent & 
Assisted Living Studios, 

1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments

BIRTHS

Matthew Dean 
Dickinson
Matthew Dean Dickinson was born 
at 6:47 a.m. June 14 to parents Ray 
and Michelle Dickinson of Pleasan-
ton, brother Noah and sister Megan. 
He weighed 7 pounds 9 ounces and 
was 20-1/2 inches long.
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Our
rural

past
Ranchers provide  

glimpse of Pleasanton’s 

agricultural yesteryear

 If one floated over the Tri-Valley a century ago in a hot 
air balloon, the view below would have been a patchwork 
of grazing land and crops, including sugar beets, alfalfa, 
grapes and hay, plus walnut orchards.
 Tractors did not replace horses until the late teens or 
1920s, according to cattleman Howard Bettencourt.
 He was one of five ranchers on a panel at the Ed Kin-
ney Lecture Series sponsored by Pleasanton’s Museum On 
Main, and the audience was rapt as the men described a 
lifestyle that most could barely imagine. 
 Four of the five panel members were descendents of 
pioneers who settled in the area in the mid to late 1800s; 
the fifth arrived nearly a century later, when his parents 
moved to a dairy farm on Foothill Road.
 The panel, organized by museum board member 
Chuck Deckert, included cattlemen Bettencourt, whose 
family ranch was in Livermore; Tim Koopmann, Sunol; 
George Rasmussen, Dublin and San Ramon; and Al Spo-
torno, Pleasanton. The “newcomer” was Bruce Takens, 
now best known as the owner of the drive-through Mead-
owlark Dairy.
 Joining Deckert as moderator was Donna (Kamp) Mc-
Million, who also grew up on a local farm, later the last 
pumpkin patch in Pleasanton.
 The panelists gave a vivid account of the region as they 
knew it growing up. Rasmussen noted that what began 
their collective history was an 1826 land grant which 
gave 16,000 acres to Don Jose Maria Amador. He later 
sold 10,000 acres to the Dougherty family, who allowed 
parcels to be used by tenant farmers.
 Rasmussen’s mother’s family arrived in the area in 
1871, his father’s in 1885, both of the families from Den-
mark.
 “All the families out on Tassajara Road were either Dan-
ish or Portuguese,” said Rasmussen.
 When they went to the local schoolhouse, each ethnic 
group coveted the other’s lunch from home so swaps were 
made and friendships formed.
 Tim Koopmann recalled that land could be purchased 

for $35 an acre when he went into partnership with his 
great-uncle. There were only 5,000 residents in Pleas-
anton when Koopmann attended high school (Amador 
Valley class of 1970), and neighbors would wave at 
one another when they passed on the road. His family, 
originally from Germany, homesteaded in 1878 on what 
is now Shannon Park in Dublin. Cattle could be herded 
along roads to be loaded aboard trains at a Pleasanton 
depot.
 Most ranches were self-sufficient, Al Spotorno ex-
plained, raising their own vegetables and keeping chick-
ens, sheep and pigs in addition to their cattle. His 
grandfather and great-uncle, who emigrated from France 
in 1867, would take horse-drawn wagons of poultry and 
other game to sell to the restaurants in San Francisco. 
Fast-forward two generations, and the Spotornos pro-
vided some of the food that was served on airplanes, and 
then aboard the Apollo trip to the moon!
 Spotorno, 84, is proud to be the third generation run-
ning Pleasanton’s oldest business, Spotorno Land & Live-
stock. He recalled an era when “there were no stoplights 
in Pleasanton, and we had just one constable on loan 
from the sheriff’s department” for law enforcement. Not 
that there was much local crime in those days. “It was 
mostly stuff like kids putting a wagon on someone’s roof 
as a prank,” he said.
 One of the biggest businesses in town was Perkins & 
Jenkins.
 “They had 600 acres of roses,” said Spotorno, “and 
when they were all in bloom, it was a beautiful sight.”
 The company exported roses throughout the country. 
Herds of sheep would be used to strip off the leaves of 
the rose bushes to make them easier to ship, according to 
Spotorno. Some may remember when donated rose bushes 
graced the front of Amador Valley High School and also 
Wayside and Delucchi parks.
 As the region changed, so did ranching, facing increas-
ing challenges to co-exist with newcomers.
 “A more lucrative crop sprouted: Houses,” Koopmann 
drily noted.
 He explained that most ranches had a core of acreage 
but depended on renting other land for grazing. “Most of 
us would have been out of business otherwise,” he said.
 Some of the grazing rights were on public land, such 
as 60,000 acres of the East Bay Regional Park system, and 
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s were on watershed lands of East Bay Municipal 
y District and the San Francisco Water Co.
ce Takens said that after crops were harvested, 
ers would rent the land first for cattle to graze, then 
eep to finish off the stubble of what was left, before 
ext planting cycle.
e on a dairy farm was centered around the cows’ 
ule. His family had 200 cows that had to be milked 
each day. His shift started at 4 a.m., but his parents, 
s and Janna Takens, arose to milk cows at 1 a.m. 
hen again at 1 p.m. Those cows produced about 800 
ns of milk daily, which then had to be processed and 
buted.
nes and Janna Takens came to Pleasanton from Hol-
n 1950 to manage the Meadowlark Dairy that had 
established by owner Walter Briggs Sr.
was the first certified dairy in the state of California,” 
Takens said, meaning that it passed rigorous health 

ctions for cleanliness and maintained a low bacteria 
n raw milk — “at that time unheard of.” Briggs helped 
ish the dairy standards we now take for granted.

Meadowlark Dairy) was built on the original spot 
e Ohlone Indians and the (site) of the first adobe 
ng in the tri-valley, built in 1946. Francisco Solano 

o Adobe now is a (city) park that is a representation 
the Indian era to the Spanish period to the Dairy 
d of California,” said Takens in follow-up correspon-
. He credited the original owner, Walter Briggs Sr., 
eventing the adobe from being demolished and for 
g it listed as State Historic Landmark No. 510.
adowlark Dairy was purchased by Jannes and Janna 
68. They moved their dairy cows to pasture land 
acy, shipping the milk to the processing plant still 
d at 57 W. Neal St. Bruce graduated from Amador 

y High School in 1964, one year ahead of the girl 
ould marry. He and his wife Patti bought the dairy 
85, turning it into the drive-through business that 
local residents find so convenient today.

wo decades ago, drive-through dairies flourished in 
ay Area,” Takens wrote. “Today there are just a few 
all of California, and one is right here in downtown 

anton. Meadowlark Dairy is Pleasanton’s link with 
year, a throwback to a kinder, gentler era when per-
service was paramount.” He was proud to note that 
n Jesse (Amador Valley High class of 2006) now is 

manager of the dairy, continuing the family business.
 All of the panelists agreed that ranch and farm work is 
very hard, but rewarding. Bettencourt, 82, whose ances-
tors came from the Azores in 1858, said he began milking 
cows at age 6 or 7.
 If a ranch had more milk than needed to feed the fam-
ily and ranch hands, it was put into 10-gallon cans and 
set out to be picked up by Bob Casterson (now deceased), 
who took it to the local cheese factories, said Spotorno — 
another way ranchers earned money to supplement their 
cattle business.
 “It is physical,” said Rasmussen of ranching. “There’s 
nothing about it that is easy. The thing is, you gotta love 
it.”
 Rasmussen, 75, is proud that his son and grandson are 
the fourth and fifth generations to live in the original fam-
ily ranch house. “I’m tired, but not retired,” he said with a 
laugh.
 Much of Rasmussen’s farming has been moved to 
Dixon, and Bettencourt’s has gone to Linden, where it is 
cheaper to graze cattle and to grow crops such as kidney 
beans, wheat, oats, safflowers and sunflowers.
 Besides tending livestock and crops, Bettencourt noted, 
ranchers are always fixing equipment, working the ground, 
or harvesting grain. Bettencourt officially retired 19 years 
ago, but said, “I have a tractor with a bulldozer now, to play 
with.”
 Spotorno’s ancestors imported grapevines from France 
when they immigrated to this region, but those were 
pulled out during Prohibition, although some already 
had been given to local wineries. The Spotorno brothers 
planted olive trees along the borders of their land, and in 
some years those olives paid their property taxes. 
 “All of us have been forced to subsidize ranching with 
other endeavors,” Spotorno said.
 Walnuts were another source of income. The Spotor-
nos were the first in the area to mechanize the drying and 
hulling part of the operation. Koopman and Rasmussen 
both recalled the wild ride of being up in the walnut trees 
when they were shaken to harvest the nuts. The young-
sters had to scramble from branch to branch to attach the 
band from the tractor, then hang on tightly.
 “I finally got a tin hat,” Koopmann said, to protect 
himself from the falling walnuts.
 “We told our kids, ‘The family that picks together sticks 
together,’” recalled Rasmussen with a laugh. “The best 
part about (our 30 acres of walnuts) was in 1986, when 
we bulldozed that whole orchard out. That was the year 
my wife and I went to Hawaii.”
 Besides encroaching housing developments and increas-
ing legal restrictions, today’s ranchers face problems with 
new neighbors who do not understand their business. These 
are people who refuse to believe that the family pet dogs 
they let run loose at night are the same ones that chase and 
kill livestock. Or the people who feel free to picnic — and 
litter — on private land, after cutting through fences for 
easier access. Or those who move to rural areas and then 
complain about the sounds and smells of ranching that has 
been going on since the 1860s.
 “We have lovingly cared for and provided quality 
stewardship of the land,” said Koopmann, adding that it 
would be nice if neighbors and governmental agencies 
appreciated what generations of these families have done 
for the area we now call home.
 Koopmann has joined the California Rangeland Trust, 
which he describes as being “perpetual conservation 
easements to offset other projects.” In this way, the en-
dangered species of tiger salamander, red-legged frog and 
calippe butterfly may all survive, even though the area's 
ranchers may become extinct. 

Local history lecture series
Museum On Main sponsors the Ed Kinney Lec-
ture series, offering interesting and entertaining 
glimpses of the past, at 7 p.m. some Thursday 
evenings at Lynnewood Methodist Church, 4444 
Black Ave. Cost is $5 for museum members and 
seniors, $10 for non-members, and a special rate 
of $3 for students and teachers (with ID). Upcom-
ing talks include:

■ Sept. 16: Ernie Manzo Presents: An American 
Soldier of 1846

■ Oct. 14: Spirit Talk with Terri Carlson
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COURTESY MUSEUM ON MAIN

Top left: Even as late as the 1940s, 
ranchers would herd their cattle 
through Tri-Valley towns to the rail-
road stations or the slaughterhouse. 
This herd is being driven down First 
Street in Livermore. Top right: A 
crowd appears enthralled by the skill 
of a sheep-shearer in this undated 
photo. Sheep were important live-
stock on local ranches, in addition to 
cattle. Bottom left: Jannes Takens had 
lots of practice milking cows at Mead-
owlark Dairy — even in the middle of 
the night. He and his wife Janna were 
the dairy’s second owners; Bruce and 
his wife Patti are the third. 

Monday–Friday 6:30 AM–3:30 PM
5685 Gibraltar Drive, Pleasanton, CA 94588

925-847-2911  Fax: 925-847-8217  www.sweetandsavory.com

Buy 1 coffee or coffee drink and 
get a muffi n or scone for FREE

Need coupon for purchase. 
Valid Sept. 3 - Sept. 10

(Locally Owned and Operated)

High Holiday Services
Join us for a New Beginning!

NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY
Chabad of the Tri Valley
Invites you to an inspiring 
and meaningful High Holiday 
experience. A place where you will 
feel welcome and at home.

You may see yourself as unaffiliated 
Reform, Conservative, or Orthodox. 
At Chabad we see you as Jewish. No 
labels. No differences. Chabad is the 
home for every Jew.

Specialized children’s programs & 
babysitting available. No affiliation 
or tickets required.

FEEL FREE TO POP RIGHT IN. FOR 
MORE INFORMATION CALL:  
(925) 846-0700 OR VISIT US AT:  
WWW.JEWISHTRIVALLEY.COM

Rosh Hashana Services:
at the Four Point Sheraton
5115 Hopyard Rd.
Wednesday, September 8 - 7:00pm
Thurs. Sep. 9 & Fri. Sep. 10 - 10:00am
Shofar Blowing 11:30am
Festive holiday buffets will follow  
all services

Yom Kippur Services:
at the Doubletree Hotel
720 Las Floras
Friday, September 17 - 7:00pm
Saturday, September 18 - 10:00am
Yizkor Memorial Service - 12:00pm
Neilah Closing Service - 6:45pm
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AMERICAN

Eddie Papa’s American 
Hangout 
4889 Hopyard Road, 
Pleasanton, 469-6266. 
Winner of The Pleasanton 
Weekly’s Reader Choice 
Awards for Best American 
Food Restaurant and Best 
Meal under $20, Eddie 
Papa’s American Hangout 
celebrates the regional food 
and beverage cultures of 
America. Bring the whole 
family to enjoy iconic dishes 
from across the United States, 

Old World Hospitality, and 
hand crafted artisan cocktails. 
www.eddiepapas.com

BARBECUE

Red Smoke Grill 
4501 Hopyard Road, 
Pleasanton, 734-0307. Home 
of the Tri Tip and Blue, Red 
Smoke Grill was Voted 
Reader’s Choice Best 2006, 
2007, 2008, and 2010. 
Dine in or take out rotisserie 
chicken, ribs, prawns, salads 
and tri tip, or pulled pork 
sandwiches. Relax with a beer 

or a bottle of wine. Visit www.
redsmokegrill.com. 

BREWPUB/ALEHOUSE

The Hop Yard American 
Alehouse and Grill  
3015H Hopyard Road, 
Pleasanton, 426-9600. 
Voted Best Watering Hole 
in Pleasanton, The Hop Yard 
offers 30 craft beers on tap 
as well as great food. The 
full-service menu includes 
appetizers, salads and grilled 
fare that will bring you back 
time and again. Banquet 
facilities available. On the 
web at www.hopyard.com.

470 Market Place,  
San Ramon, 277-9600. 
Featuring a giant 8-foot 
projection screen for major 
sporting events, they also 
feature 30 beers on tap and 
a great grill. Go in for the 
beer, go back for the food. 
More at www.hopyard.com.

ITALIAN

Pastas Trattoria 
405 Main St., Pleasanton, 
417-2222. Pastas Trattoria 
has an elegant atmosphere 
and a one-of-a-kind menu. We 
feature steaks, seafood and our 
famous pasta, plus a superb 
selection of spirits and fine 
wines. Reserve our banquet 
facilities for large parties, up to 
70 guests. 

Ristorante
The Taste Of Italy In Bay Area

Enjoy your favorite Italian dishes with our 
seasonal menu and daily specials

925.462.9299
349 Main St., Downtown Pleasanton 

www.fontinas.com

AWARD-WINNING 
RESTAURANT FEATURING:

NEW!

 Join Our VIP Card Program

 3 New Specialties Every Week

 Seasonal & Vegetarian Menus

 Full Bar - Featuring Premium 
   Cocktails

 Open Patio

 Weekend Champagne Brunch 

Children’s Menu
   Kids eat free Mon & Tues

3037-G Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton (At Valley Ave in Hopyard Village)

925-485-4500
www.LaViteRestaurant.com

“THE EUPHORIA OF FINE ITALIAN FOOD.”

Best Italian 
Restaurant 

3 Years in a Row!
2009

 
   and Dinner

2010

2009

Early Dinner Special
(Served from 4-6 daily)

Any Large Two-Topping Pizza and a Pitcher of Soda for only $25.00 (plus Tax)

(Additional Toppings Available)

Dine-In Only

2010

To have your  

restaurant listed  

in this dining directory,  

please call the  

Pleasanton Weekly 

Advertising Department  

at (925) 600-0840

Weekly
Pleasanton

PRINT & ONLINE

ON THE TOWN

Chinese Szechuan
R E S T A U R A N T

Szechuan & Mandarin
Cuisine

LUNCH SPECIAL
OVER 50 ITEMS

STARTING AT 
$ 6.25!!

Since 1987

SERVED WITH SOUP, SALAD, EGG 
ROLL, FRIED WON TON & RICE 

(BROWN RICE AVAILABLE)

BANQUET ROOM AVAILABLE   •   CLOSED ON MONDAYS

3059 Hopyard Road #G Pleasanton (in Hopyard Village) 



Pleasanton Weekly September 3, 2010  Page 15

Auditions
VALLEY CONCERT CHORALE 2010-11 
SEASON The Valley Concert Chorale 
is seeking experienced singers with 
sight-reading skills. Auditions are 
by appointment only from 5-7 
p.m., Mondays, Sept. 13 and Sept. 
20, at First Presbyterian Church, 
Fourth and L streets, Livermore. 
Call 462-4205 to schedule an 
appointment. 

Author Visits
FOUR MYSTERY WRITERS Four 
Entertaining and Talented Mystery 
Writers will speak at 11 a.m., 
Friday, Sept. 10, at Towne Center 
books, 555 Main St. Authors 
include Penny Warner, Margaret 
Grace, Hailey Lind and Simon 
Wood. Coffee, conversation and 
fun. Reservations are helpful. Call 
846-8826 or visit www.pleasanton-
weekly.com. Towne Center Books, 
555 Main St, Pleasanton. 

Book Clubs
PLEASANTON LIBRARY BOOK CLUB 
This club meets next at 7 p.m. Sept. 
27 at the Pleasanton Public Library, 
400 Old Bernal Ave., to review “Sag 
Harbor” by Colson Whitehead, his 
warm and funny autobiographi-
cal coming of age story set in the 
African-American community of 
Sag Harbor. October’s book is 
“Stones into Schools” by Greg 
Mortenson. Call 931-3400, ext. 
7, or visit www.pleasantonlibrary-
bookclub.wordpress.com. 

Class 
Reunions
AMADOR HIGH CLASSES 1941 TO 
1964 Amador High School gradu-
ating classes from 1941 to 1964 
are holding a joint reunion from 
5-11 p.m. Sept. 11 at the Alameda 
County Fairgrounds. Teachers 
and classmates are invited to see 
what made the school part of the 
“Wonder Years.” Cost is $45 for a 
catered dinner, parking and more. 
Call Gayle at (209) 602-9057 or 
Joanie, 462-4312, or email lglund@
mindspring.com or jim-joanie@
sbcglobal.net. 

AMADOR VALLEY CLASS OF 1990 
This private party reunion is from 
7:45 p.m.-midnight. Sept. 11 at 
Redcoats, 336 St. Mary St. Tickets 
are $35 by June 11 or $40 by Sept. 
1. No tickets at the door. Call 
(916) 768-5734 or visit www.ama-
dorvalley1990.com. 

AVHS CLASS OF 1980 The reunion 
is scheduled for the weekend of 
Sept. 17. Friday night BBQ meet 
and greet; Saturday night at the 
Pleasanton Hilton. Call 453-7673 
or email minsmith@aerosurf.net. 

Classes
EXPLORING NON-TRADITIONAL 
WORK OPPORTUNITIES FOR MOMS 
Mom, are you looking to work, but 
don’t want to compromise your 
family obligations? Las Positas 
College-Community Education is 
presenting a three-hour seminar 

exploring new ways to work that 
allow you flexibility and control 
over your schedule, from 6:30-9:30 
p.m., Friday, Sept. 17, at 3033 
Collier Canyon Rd., Livermore. 
Cost is $39. Call 424-1467 or visit 
www.laspositascollege.edu/com-
munityed. 

FREE FIFE (FLUTE) AND DRUM 
LESSONS The Young American 
Patriots Fife and Drum band 
“YAPs” is a Pleasanton-based 
parade band dedicated to perpetu-
ating the music and history of the 
American Revolution of 1776. It 
will host free drum or fife (flute) 
lessons from 6:30-8 p.m., every 
Friday, at a private residence in 
Pleasanton. Call Jason Giaimo at 
484-0265 or visit www.youngameri-
canpatriots.com. 

HEALTHY COOKING Six Healthy 
Cooking classes will be offered 
from 6-9 p.m. Sept. 9 through 
Nov. 4 at the Pleasanton Senior 
Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. Topics 
include eating for health; stocks, 
soups and stews 101 (two classes); 
salads; appetizers; Thanksgiving 
side dishes; and desserts. Cost is 
$40 resident per class, and $45 
non-resident, plus $12 supply fee. 
Ages 18 and older. Visit www.pleas-
antonseniorcenter.org for detailed 
schedule. Call 931-5365. 

INTRO TO JEWISH CULTURE SCHOOL 
Intro to Jewish Sunday School, 
without religion, will begin from 
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Sept. 12 at 
Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 8th St., 

Livermore. The introduction is in 
Livermore then the classes will be 
held in Castro Valley and include 
music, dance, cooking, history 
and ethics. There will be activities 
for children and it’s a chance for 
parents to meet and learn about 
the twice-monthly affordable 
school. Call 485-1049 or visit Tri-
ValleyCulturalJews.org. 

Clubs
KIWANIS CLUB The Kiwanis Club 
meets at 11:45 a.m. Fridays at 
Vic’s All Star Kitchen, 201 A Main 
St. For information, call 1-800-
Kiwanis. 

LIVERMORE AMADOR VALLEY GARDEN 
CLUB The garden club will meet at 
7 p.m., Thursday, Sept. 9, at Alisal 
Elementary School multipurpose 
room, 1454 Santa Rita Road. Troy 
McGregor of Garden Natives will 
describe plants that do well in the 
Tri-Valley and suggest how to add 
them to existing landscapes. 

Events
ART, CRITIQUE & COFFEE Art, 
Critique & Coffee (ACC) meets 
from 10 a.m.-noon every Friday 
at Borders Cafe, 4575 Rosewood 
Dr. Artists and art lovers are wel-
come to view latest works as they 
discuss how to better each piece 
before it is released to the public. 
Call 461-5084. 

NATIONAL ACTIVE AND RETIRED 
FEDERAL EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 
NARFE will meet at 11:30 a.m., 
Thursday, Sept. 9, at Emil Villa’s 
Restaurant, 3064 Pacific Ave., 
Livermore. No host luncheon will 

begin at 11:30 a.m., and a business 
meeting will follow at 1 p.m. Call 
Elaine at 426-7800 or visit www.
narfe.org. 

PLEASANTONIANS 4 PEACE 
Pleasantonians 4 Peace is sponsor-
ing a candlelight vigil at 7 p.m., 
Wednesday, Sept. 8, at the Museum 
On Main, 603 Main St. Call Cathe 
at 462-7495 or email Matt at 
mjs7882@gmail.com or visit www.
pleasantonians4peace.org. 

RABBIT ADOPTION EVENT East Bay 
SPCA, Tri-Valley, is holding a large 
rabbit adoption event from 11 
a.m.-4 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 4, at 
4651 Gleason Dr., Dublin, with 
rabbits from five rescue groups in 
the Bay Area. The foster rabbits are 
socialized, healthy, spayed or neu-
tered and ready to find their forever 
home. The SPCA provides support 
for new bunny owners. Call 449-
6368 or visit www.eastbayrabbit.
petfinder.com. free 

RIBBON CUTTING AT VALLEY HUMAN 
SOCIETY Valley Humane Society 
is having a Ribbon Cutting and 
Ground Breaking Ceremony at 5:30 
p.m., Thursday, Sept. 9, at 3670 

ON THE TOWN ● CALENDAR

We Are Committed To:
Exceptional Customer Service

925.462.1207
Showroom and Factory located at

4225 Stanley Blvd., Pleasanton, CA 94566

www.window-ology.com
Contractor’s License #904282

Elegant and Relaxing
Personalized Professional Nail Care

Pleasanton location

BOLLINGER NAIL SALON LOCATIONS

Pleasanton (across from Tully's Coffee) 
310 Main Street Suite D . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (925) 484-4300

Livermore (next to the Bankhead Theater)
2375 Railroad Ave . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (925) 455-6800

www.Bollingernailsalon.com

Host a Party—For birthdays, bridal showers  
or friends who want to have a unique  
and fun get together, arrange a private  

party at Bollinger Nail Salon.

Now Featuring:

Shellac™ the First Hybrid Nail Color

Last concert of the season:  
Public Eye will perform rock ’n’ 
roll hits tonight at the last 2010 
Concert in the Park, sponsored by 
the Pleasanton Downtown Associa-
tion. The music in the park takes 
place from 7-8:30 p.m. at Wayside 
Park at the corner of First Street 
and Neal.

IN THE SPOTLIGHT

PLEASANTON DOWNTOWN ASSOCIATION
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Nevada St. Construction is under 
way on the new animal care facil-
ity, which will allow the program to 
triple the number of lives it saves 
each year. The public is invited. Call 
426-8656. 

SATURDAY NIGHT FUNNIES WITH 
‘CHICKS WITH SCHTICK’ A special 
“Chicks with Schtick” evening will 
feature some of the best female 
comedians, including headliner 
Candy Churilla, a Bay Area favor-
ite, from 7:30-9 p.m., Saturday, 
Sept. 4, at Bunjo’s Comedy 
Lounge, 6513 Regional St., 
Dublin. Cost $15 plus two-item 
minimum. Call 264-4413 or visit 
www.bunjoscomedy.com. 

Exhibits
PLEASANTON ART LEAGUE EXHIBIT 
The Pleasanton Art League and 
Museum On Main are present-
ing their fourth art exhibit, 
“Imagination Expressed 2010,” 
through Oct. 17, featuring the work 
of 35 PAL members at the museum, 
603 Main St. The museum is open 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Wednesday through 
Saturday, and 1-4 p.m. Sunday. 
Call 462-2766 or visit www.museu-
monmain.org. 

Film
CALIFORNIA’S HIGHEST PEAKS 
Photographer David Stark Wilson 
will present a nature slide show 
at 2 p.m., Sunday, Sept. 12, at 
the Pleasanton Public Library, 
400 Old Bernal Ave. California’s 

“Fourtenners” — Mount Whitney, 
Mount Shasta and the loftiest 
peeks of the High Sierra — have 
long teased the imagination and 
challenged the fortitude of moun-
taineers. Call 931-3405 or visit 
www.davidstarkwilson.com. 

Fundraisers
FOR MONICA VAN WEGEN Monica 
Van Wegen, an Amador Valley 
Class of 1997 graduate and record 
holding track and field runner, is 
undergoing treatments to battle 
brain cancer. To raise money to 
help with health care costs, 
Friends of Monica are hosting an 
event from 10:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m., 
Saturday, Sept. 25, at the Oakland 
A’s Coliseum. Cost $65 includes 
food and beverage at the tailgate 

party, ticket to the ball game, and 
drawings. Call Jennifer Dolder 
(Raimondi) at 321-1747 or email 
jendolder@gmail.com. 

RACE FOR OPPORTUNITY Join 
the Race for Opportunity from 
7:30 a.m.-6 p.m. Sept. 18, which 
will start at one of the parks in 
Pleasanton. Give deserving, at-risk 
kids a chance to attend college as 
you compete against other teams 
in an exciting and memorable all-
day race, with tasks that will test 
you mentally and expand your 
comfort zone. Expect the unex-
pected and be prepared to have 
fun. Must be at least 18 years 
old to compete. Cost is $250 per 
team. Call 872-0806 or visit www.
bridgeofopportunity.org. 

THE GREAT CATSBY CASINO NIGHT 
This gala evening under the stars 

ON THE TOWN ● CALENDAR

There’s nothing better than knowing your family and home are 

safe. LifeTime Lumber offers a complete outdoor solution with 

technologically advanced products. We manufacture fire-safe 

and sustainable building products that promote safer and 

healthier living. 

Unlike most composite products, LifeTime Lumber contains no 

wood, so it won’t deteriorate over time. In addition, LifeTime 

Lumber is a green product — containing 60% recycled material. 

Our products require little maintenance, and they come with a 

Limited Lifetime Warranty. 

LIFETIME LUMBER IS A NEW ALTERNATIVE TO WOOD 
AND COMPOSITES FOR DECKS, DOCKS, PERGOLAS & FENCES.

OUTDOOR LIVING
AT ITS FINEST

Visit www.LifeTimeLumber.com for more information,
and call to find your local retailer 877.285.4338

Scientific Certification Systems SCS-MC-01356. 
Certified minimum pre-consumer 60% recycled content.

BE AUTIFUL .  GREEN . FOREVER .

‘Chulo’ means beautiful
Meet Chulo, an 8-year-old neutered male 
American Staffordshire Terrier who is proof that 
appearances can be deceiving. Chulo’s badly 
cropped ears and large frame make him look 
somewhat intimidating, but he is a favorite of 
staff and volunteers at the East County Animal 
Shelter. See www.tvar.org for additional photos 
of Chulo and many other adorable dogs that 
are in Tri-Valley Animal Rescue foster homes. 
“Chulo” is a Spanish nickname for “beautiful” 
and Chulo’s temperament is a reflection of 
his name. Learn more about Chulo (pet No. 
95149) by visiting him at the East County Animal Shelter, 4595 Gleason Drive 
in Dublin, open 11:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. daily; telephone 803-7040.

PET OF THE WEEK

CATHERINE HANSEN RUSH

Fences 
Arbors
Decks 
& more!

575 Boulder Court, Pleasanton 925.426.9620

Your local fence company
for over 12 years

www. BorgFence.com

63
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to benefit the Valley Humane 
Society will take place from 6-11 
p.m. Sept. 11 at the home of 
Becky and Murray Dennis, 838 
Gray Fox Circle. Tickets for $65 
include dinner, two drink tickets, 
valet parking, gambling chips. 
Music by Toucan Jam. Buy tickets 
online at www.valleyhumane.org 
or at Valley Humane Society, 3670 
Nevada St. Call 426-8656. 

VALLEY PREGNANCY CENTER GOLF 
TOURNAMENT The third annual VPC 
Golf Fore Life event is being held 
from 9:30 a.m.-7 p.m. Sept. 13 at 
Castlewood Country Club to raise 
funds for this nonprofit organiza-
tion, which offer counseling, preg-
nancy-related medical services and 
compassionate support for women 
and families in the Tri-Valley area. 
Event includes a Hole-in-One Prize 
Toyota RAV4, prize drawings, auc-
tion and awards dinner. Cost $195 
includes golf, lunch and dinner. 
Call 828-4458 or visit www.valley-
pregnancycenter.org. 

Health
DUBLIN PATH WANDERERS Walking, 
while chatting with friends, is a 
pleasant way to exercise. Walk 
about 2 to 3 miles on level paths. 
Meet at designated sites. Call Rich 
Guarienti at 829-8376 for direc-
tions and more information. 

FREE HEALTH FAIR A free Health 
Fair will take place from 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. Saturday, Sept. 18 at Shiva 
Vishnu Temple, 1232 Arrowhead 
Rd., Livermore. Medical advice, 
free evaluation for blood sugar, 
cholesterol, bone density, blood 
pressure and bone marrow 
drive. Call 449-6255 or email 
suman1218@yahoo.com. 

Holiday
ROSH HASHANAH Tri-Valley Cultural 
Jews will present a non-religious 
Jewish New Year program of read-
ings and music, followed by an 
apples and honey reception from 
7-9 p.m. Sept. 8 at Bothwell Arts 
Center, 2466 8th St., Livermore. 
Children are welcome to attend. 
You are encouraged to bring 
canned or boxed food for the food 
bank. Free to members; $10 for 
adult non-member 13 and over. 
Call 485-1049 or visit www.Tri-
ValleyCulturalJews.org. 

YOM KIPPUR Tri-Valley Cultural 
Jews will hold a non-religious short 
ceremony and a series of work-
shops for adults and children from 
1-5 p.m. Sept. 18 at Bothwell Arts 
Center, 2466 8th St., Livermore. 
The ceremony will include readings, 
music and a memorial. Adult work-
shops on guilt, forgiveness, charity 
and social change. Bring canned 
or boxed food for food bank. Cost 
$10 for non-members 13 and over. 
Call 485-1049 or visit www.Tri-
ValleyCulturalJews.org. 

Kids & Teens
M.O.M.’S READING TIME  This 
literacy program designed to intro-
duce preschool-aged children to 
books and activities about unique 
people, cultures and events in their 
community will take place from 

10-11 a.m., Wednesday, Sept. 8, at 
Museum On Main, 603 Main St., 
with the theme Autumn Harvest. 
Call 462-2766 or visit www.museu-
monmain.org. 

Lectures/
Workshops
AN AMERICAN SOLDIER OF 1846 
Museum On Main presents the next 
2010 Ed Kinney lecture series at 7 
p.m. Sept. 16 at the Lynnewood 
United Methodist Church, 4444 
Black Ave. An American Soldier of 
1846, reenacted by Ernie Manzo, 
recalls both defeats and victories in 
the American takeover of California. 
Tickets $5 for members and seniors; 
$10 for non-members; and $3 for 
students or teachers with ID. Visit 
www.museumonmain.org. 

DMV OMBUDSMAN A representa-
tive from the DMV Ombudsman 
program will speak from 10:30-
11:30 a.m., Tuesday, Sept. 14, at 
the Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. 
The program represents the interest 
of public safety for all Californians 
and assists as a go-between to 
ensure that senior drivers are treat-
ed fairly and consistently with the 
laws. Cost $1.75 resident or $2.25 
for non-resident. Call 931-5369. 

STEPPING STONES ON YOUR GRIEF 
JOURNEY The death of a loved one 
is unlike any other loss. Whether 
sudden and tragic, or with warn-
ing and preparation, the reality 
of death leaves most of us in a 
state of shock, confusion and sad-
ness. The Stepping Stones on your 
Grief Journey workshop will be 
held for eight weeks at 7:30 p.m., 
Thursdays, Sept. 9-Oct. 28, at 
St. Elizabeth Seton Church, 4001 
Stoneridge Dr. Preregistration is 
required. A one-time donation 
of $15 is requested. Call Mary 
Hagerty at 846-5377. 

Miscellaneous
FIREHOUSE ARTS CENTER GRAND 
OPENING The new Firehouse Arts 
Center will have its grand opening 
from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Sept. 18 at 
4444 Railroad Ave. Following the 
dedication, the public is invited to 
view the facility, which features a 
performing arts theater, art gallery 
and arts classrooms. The free open 
house will have music, refresh-
ments, drawings and activities for 
children. Call 931-5340 or visit 
www.firehousearts.org. 

TRI-VALLEY ANIMAL RESCUE YARD 
SALE This yard sale will take place 
from 8 a.m.-3 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 
11, at J. Rockcliff Realtors parking 
lot, 5075 Hopyard Rd., to raise 
money to support TVAR’s mission 
to rescue homeless animals, pro-
viding them needed medical treat-
ment, and supporting the fostering 
program placing animals in tempo-
rary homes until permanent homes 
are found. Call 829-4962 or visit 
www.tvar.org. 

On Stage
BOBCAT GOLDTHWAIT Comedian, 
actor, writer and director Bobcat 
Goldthwait will perform from 7:30-
11:30 p.m., Thursday-Saturday, 

Sept. 9-11 at Tommy T’s Comedy 
Club, 5104 Hopyard Rd. Tickets 
range from $14 to $34. Call 227-
1800 or visit www.tommyts.com. 

MUSICAL TRIBUTE TO FRANK SINATRA 
Tri-Valley Repertory Theatre pres-
ents “My Way: A Musical tribute 
to Frank Sinatra” at 8 p.m. Friday 
and Saturdays; 2 p.m. Sundays 
from Sept. 17-Oct. 10 at Tri-Valley 
Repertory Theatre, 1048 Serpentine 
Ln., Suite 309. Tickets are $25 for 
adults, $22 for seniors, and $20 
for students. Call 462-2121 or visit 
www.trivalleyrep.com. 

SENIOR PLAYERS: ‘THE 
BOARDINGHOUSE’ Welcome to the 
Home Sweet Home Boardinghouse, 
where life is anything but nor-
mal with a zany cast of boarders. 
Performances are 7-9 p.m., Friday, 
Oct. 1; and 2-4 p.m., Saturday-
Sunday, Oct. 2-3, at the Senior 
Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. It’s a com-
edy full of colorful characters and 
villains, and will have you laughing 
from beginning to end. Cost $9 for 
residents and $10 for non-residents 
in advance, or $10 for residents and 
$11 for non-residents at the door. 
Call 931-5365 or visit www.pleasan-
tonseniorcenter.org. 

Political Notes
TRI-VALLEY REPUBLICAN WOMEN 
MEETING Share election enthusi-
asm and learn how to help the 
Republican tide roll to victory 
in November at a meeting from 
6:30-9 p.m., Thursday, Sept. 9, 
at Cattlemens Restaurant, 2882 
Kitty Hawk Rd., Livermore. Cost is 
$26 for TVRWF members; $30 for 
guests. RSVP required by Sept. 5; 
call 462-4931 or visit www.trivalley-
republicanwomen.org. 

Recreation
ITSY BITSY SPIDERS! Worried about 
spiders? Fear not those that help 
you! Learn all about the great 

things these creatures do for us 
and even meet a few friendly ones 
from 11 a.m.-noon Sept. 4 at 
Alviso Adobe Park, 3465 Foothill 
Rd. Participants under the age of 7 
must be accompanied by an adult 
throughout the entire class. Cost: 
$9 resident; $12 non-resident. Call 
931-3483 or email enicholas@
ci.pleasanton.ca.us. 

TODDLERS EXPLORE! Grab your 
stroller and your little one for a 
stroll through our natural world to 
explore flowers, butterflies and blue 
skies...all through the eyes of a tod-
dler, from 9:30-10:30 a.m. Sept. 11 
at Alviso Adobe Park, 3465 Foothill 
Rd. Call 931-3483 or email enicho-
las@ci.pleasanton.ca.us. 

Support 
Groups
CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP Caring 
for a loved one is challenging physi-
cally and emotionally. Join this sup-
port group to explore resources and 
generate problem-solving ideas from 
1-3 p.m., on the second Monday 
of every month, and from 7-9 p.m., 
on the second Wednesday of every 
month, at 5353 Sunol Blvd. Get the 
support you deserve at the Senior 
Support Program of the Tri-Valley. 
Call 931-5389. 

CLUTTERLESS SELF HELP GROUP 
Overwhelmed by clutter? Learn 
how to deal with it by attending 
this support group, which meets 
from 7-8:30 p.m. every Monday 
at St. Mary & St. John Coptic 
Orthodox Church, 4300 Mirador 
Dr., Rm. 7. Call 200-1943 or visit 
www.clutterless.org. 

Volunteering
AMERICAN RED CROSS PUBLIC 
BLOOD DRIVE A public blood drive 
will be held from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 
Thursday, Sept. 9, at Wells Fargo 
Dealer Services, 5000 Hopyard Dr. 

Schedule an appointment at www.
redcrossblood.org (Sponsor Code: 
WELLSFARGOP). One donation 
can help save the lives of up to 
three people. 

AMERICAN RED CROSS PUBLIC 
BLOOD DRIVE A blood drive will 
take place from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Wednesday, Sept. 8, at State 
Compensation Insurance Fund, 
5890 Owens Dr. Schedule an 
appointment at www.redcrossblood.
org (Sponsor Code: STATECOMP). 
One donation can help save the lives 
of up to three people. 

LIBRARY NEEDS VOLUNTEERS  
Pleasanton Public Library needs 
volunteers for its Homebound 
Service, which provides homebound 
residents with library books, videos 
and CD’s to community residents. 
In addition, the library hosts the 
Pleasanton Reads Project that needs 
volunteer tutors to provide one-on-
one instruction in both basic literacy 
and English as a second language 
to residents over 18. Students and 
tutors usually meet once per week 
at a mutually convenient time and 
place. Tutoring and all necessary 
materials are free of charge. Contact 
Jan Bauman at 931-3411 or jbau-
man@ci.pleasanton.ca.us. 

TRI-VALLEY ANIMAL RESCUE Do 
you love animals? Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue is holding an orientation for 
new volunteers, from 1-2:30 p.m. 
Sept. 11 at East County Animal 
Shelter, 4595 Gleason Dr., Dublin. 
Learn about volunteer opportuni-
ties like fostering dogs or cats, 
socializing shelter animals, helping 
at adoption events and fundrais-
ers, and many other roles. For ages 
18 and older. Cost is $10 cash 
or check to help cover the cost of 
materials. Call 803-7043 or visit 
www.tvar.org. 

iscover the advantage of The Parkview. Enjoy apartment 
living in Pleasanton with stunning views; the peace-of-
mind that comes with staff availability around the clock 

to assist as needed; a recreation program with opportunities to 
learn, create and regain self-confidence; and separate memory care 
accommodation are on-site. Call today for more information or to 
schedule your tour.

100 Valley Avenue (formerly junipero st

www.eskaton.org   managed by Eskaton

“At this age, I thought I 
knew everything about 
myself. Little did I know 
that I had more to 
discover through all the 
programs offered here. 
I am surprised to find 
that I had a creative side!”

License # 015601283

The independence you want, the assistance you need.

Submit items at  
www.PleasantonWeekly.com



BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
 Bring on the bagpipes! And the highland dancers and 
heavy weight athletes. Don’t forget the fish ’n’ chips — and 
the ale.
 This weekend is the 145th Scottish Highland Gather-
ing and Games at the Fairgrounds in Pleasanton, an event 
presented by the Caledonian Club of San Francisco that 
gives everyone a chance to enjoy a wee taste of Glasgow 
and beyond.
 Activities will include performances by 33 pipe bands 
from the U.S. and Canada, the U.S. Marine Marching Band, 
Highland Dancing and Celtic Heritage music with six stages 
of continuous traditional and Celtic Rock music.
 Five buildings at the Fairgrounds will present vendors as 
well as American and British food. Other highlights of the 
Gathering and Games include:
■ Living history: Reenactment guilds with Mary Queen of 
Scots and her entourage; Highland Warriors, Roman Legions 
and invading Vikings; period artisans and craftsmen.
■ Gathering of the Clans: This is the place, with nearly 100 
clan tents, to research one’s heritage for Scottish blood.
■ For the youngsters: Children’s Glen with games and prizes.
■ Birds of Prey: More than 20 exotic birds, including 
hawks, falcons and owls.
■ Sheep dog trials: Demonstrations by the Northern Cali-
fornia Working Sheepdog Association.
■ Clydesdale horse team.
■ Highland cattle, aka “coos”: With long coats of hair, these 
magnificent animals are ready for the cold Scottish winter.
■ Soccer: The quick game of Five-A-Side soccer with eight 
teams from California and Nevada.
■ British Motor Car Cavalcade with British marquee clubs 
displaying their automobiles.
■ Kilted mile: Competition on Saturday for all ages, running 
the one-mile track for prizes and glory. Kilt required.
■ Whisky Tasting: For an additional cost, sample pre-
mium single malt whiskies and/or attend a seminar with 
a Whisky Master.

Check out the heavy lifters
 For athletic spectator thrills, check out the world’s 
premier professional athletes at the 36th U.S. Invitational 
Heavy Events Championship hosting amateur, women’s 
and masters competition.
 The championship is part of the International Highland 
Games Federation Super Series with competitors from Scot-
land, Australia and the Netherlands, as well as six U.S. states 
in the 10-man pro class. They compete for the World Cham-
pionship in the Caber and Weight-For-Height venues.
 The Men’s Open Amateur and Women’s Open classes, 
augmented by three women’s and men’s Master divisions for 
older athletes, encompass an additional 12 states and the 
countries of Canada, Belgium, Japan and Switzerland. Each 
entrant must compete in all eight of the Heavy Event catego-
ries resulting with a winner in each of the disciplines, plus the 
overall champion in all divisions.
 The Scottish Heavy Events will be onstage both days, 
with the morning round of events at the soccer field. The 
events include the 17.6 Pound Regular Stone Putt, the 
26.6 Pound Braemar Stone Putt, the 28 Pound Weight-
For-Distance, the 56 Pound Weight-For-Distance, the 16 
Pound Hammer and the 22 Pound Hammer.
 At 1 p.m. the action continues in front of the main 
grandstands with the 56 Pound Weight-For-Height and 
ancient tossing of the Caber events.

March Under the Arch
 The festivities begin at 2 p.m. today with the March 
Under the Arch by the U.S. Marine Band San Diego, with 
officers of the Caledonian Club of San Francisco and dig-
nitaries at the Pleasanton arch.
 Both Saturday and Sunday, at 3:45 p.m., the bands will 
mass at the bandstand to perform together the spine-tingling 
sounds of Amazing Grace and Scotland the Brave. 
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PEOPLE AND LIFESTYLES IN OUR COMMUNITYLiving

This weekend, everyone’s

Scottish
Fairgrounds welcomes  

Scottish Highland Gathering and Games

What: 145th Scottish Highland Gathering and Games

Where: Alameda County Fairgrounds in Pleasanton

When: 9 a.m. – 6:30 p.m., Saturday-Sunday

Cost: adults, $18 (two days, $27); seniors and 
youths, $12; under 12, free 

Grandstand show: 33 massed Pipe Bands and 
U.S. Marine Band San Diego in concert; 3:45 p.m. 
both days. Go

in
g 
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d

CALEDONIAN CLUB OF SAN FRANCISCO

More than 30 pipe bands will perform at the Scottish Gathering and Games at 
the fairgrounds this weekend. Heavy Lifting Championships include caber toss-
ing, with the object being to throw the pole in as straight a line as possible. 



In my job as a journalist, I occa-
sionally meet and interview celebri-
ties. While waiting for the interviews 
to start, I notice how the celebrities’ 
entourages hover around them, 
restricting their access to everyday 
experience. I recently interviewed a 
celebrity in San Francisco who was 
representing a Polish vodka. We 
spoke briefly about the product, and 
then talked for a few minutes about 
growing up across the river from 
each other in New Jersey and Dela-
ware. The end of the poem captures 
the scene of our discussion.

Celebrity Lifecycle

A normal cocoon 
of baby blankets, blue rattles 
and Golden books.

The slow crawl out of pupa 
on Jersey playground.

Years of brick schools
and stern teachers, 
finding solace on stage.

Fly to Tinsel Town
for some moonlighting.
Battle at Armageddon
and capture die hard fans.

Even so, this fragile butterfly
alights in a city suite
amid clouds of security. 

Managers, agents mill about
like caterpillars 
to promote product, 
surprised to hear the joy 
of growing up Jersey.

Coming soon:  
‘Poetry on Main’

 Through our new “Poetry on 
Main” monthly poets’ group 
starting in September, I look for-
ward to meeting first-time poets 
and those who may have written 
for years. On Sept. 9, we’ll begin 
a once-a-month, second Thurs-
day “Poetry on Main” group for 

feedback and appreciation of 
each others’ poems.
 “Poetry on Main” will be held in 
downtown Pleasanton from 6:30-
8:30 p.m. at Little Valley Winery, 
739 Main St. Marilyn Slade of 
Pleasanton, author of humorous 
poetry and prose, will co-host the 
gatherings. Bring two poems with 
some copies of each to share and 
discuss. The event is free with soft 
drinks provided. No-host wine by 
the glass with ID.

Deborah Grossman is Pleasanton’s 
Poet Laureate. Email her at pleasan-
tonpoetry@gmail.com.

LIVING
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Scholarship for achievements 

 Caroline Federighi, a 2010 Amador Valley High 
School graduate, received a $6,000 scholarship 
from the Operating Engineers Local 3 construction 
union. Many of her family members belong to Local 
3, including her father and two brothers.
 Federighi won the first-place female scholarship 
for her academic and extra-curricular achievements 
throughout high school. She was a member of the 
California Scholarship Foundation (CSF) for all four years and also be-
longed to Girls Exploring Technology, Science and Engineering Together 
(GETSET). She was the captain of the varsity lacrosse team and received 
the Scholar Athlete Award for lacrosse in 2007, 2008 and 2009.
 She is attending the University of Oregon to play lacrosse and study 
human physiology/pre-med.

OF NOTE

POETIC  
PLEASANTON

BY DEBORAH GROSSMAN

Movie star meeting 
inspires a poem

Services, equipment and offers are subject to change without notice.  Complete details available at ggrm.org. This event is made possible through a partnership between the Golden Gate Railroad Museum and
the Pacific Locomotive Association to continue to restore historic railway equipment and right-of-way for today’s and tomorrow’s generations. 

Golden Gate Railroad Museum

R A I L R O A D I N G
T I P  #  1 9

TAKES CARE OF THE 
“ARE WE THERE YET” ISSUE.

Let the adventure take you back in time as you experience the rush of seeing a vintage steam locomotive
come to life and chug through scenic Niles Canyon.  This weekend, grab your friends and family and come
join us for a train ride.  It’s the perfect choice for your group because there’s something for everyone.
Come relive old memories while creating new ones too!

With ticket prices starting at $25 for adults, $10 for kids and three convenient departures on both
Saturday and Monday, our excursions are excellent options for all ages, from the young to the young at heart.

Trains arrive and depart from the Sunol Depot located on SR-84 just west of I-680.

For more details or to purchase tickets visit ggrm.org. 

Use discount code H310 to save 15% on your tickets.

A Professional Accounting Corporation
You’re More Than Just a Number!

Julie Loomis, CPA

IMPORTANT

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
When 8,000 pipers descended 

in Glasgow, Scotland, recently for 
its International Piping Festival, 
Piping Live!, Pleasanton resident 
Megan Canning was waiting for 
them. 

Canning, 19, worked as an ambas-
sador for the festival, and she was in 
Glasgow for its launch.

“I’ve been playing the bagpipes 
since I was a child and I think it’s 
fantastic that we have a festival 
to celebrate them,” said Canning, 
who pipes with the Field Marshal 
Montgomery pipe band. “I hope 
any young people that think the 
instrument is old-fashioned will 
come out and see for themselves 
how modern the music is and 
how young pipers are taking it for-
ward.”

Festival director Roddy McLeod 
agreed.

“Piping Live! shows the bagpipes 
in all of their diverse glory and 
this year’s program is particularly 
strong,” he said. “Whether you are 
a traditionalist, you like your pipe 
music with a twist, or you have 
never heard real world class pipe 
music before, there is something 

for you to enjoy at Piping Live!”
 In addition to the 8,000 pipers, 
30,000 traditional music fans from 
around the globe were expected 
to descend upon Glasgow for this 
year’s Piping Live! held Aug. 9-15. 

 Closer to home, everyone can 
enjoy piping Sept. 4-5 when the 
Caledonian Club of San Francisco 
presents the 145th Scottish High-
land Gathering and Games at the 
Alameda County Fairgrounds. 

Pleasanton resident Megan Canning practices her piping in Glasgow, Scot-
land, where she worked on its International Piping Festival, Piping Live!

Leading the pipers
Pleasanton woman is ambassador at Glasgow Piping Fest
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Bella Luna Studios

www.bellalunastudios.com, 998-1171 
Best Photographer

Berry Patch

350 Main Street, Ste. A, Pleasanton, 846-0155 
Best Place to Buy a Gift

Blue Agave Club

625 Main Street, Pleasanton, 417-1224 
Best Main Street Restaurant, Best Atmosphere, 

Best Outdoor Dining, Best Place to Have a First 

Date, Best Margarita

Body in Balance

4133 Mohr Avenue, Ste. E, Pleasanton, 417-8800 
Best Acupuncture

Callippe Preserve Golf Course

8500 Clubhouse Drive, Pleasanton, 426-6666 
Best Golf Course

Cardinal Jewelers

3003 Hopyard Road, Ste. B, Pleasanton, 416-1111 
Best Jewelry Store

Clover Creek Gifts

670 Main Street, Pleasanton, 462-0814
Best Home Furnishings

Diablo Flooring

5600 Sunol Blvd., Ste. D, Pleasanton, 426-7847
Best Flooring Store

Eddie Papa’s

4889 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 469-6266
Best American Food Restaurant,  

Best Meal Under $20

Gay 90’s Pizza & Pasta

288 Main Street, Pleasanton, 846-2520
Best Pizza

Glover’s Deep Steam

2843 Hopyard Rd., Ste. 190, Pleasanton, 462-4262
Best Carpet Cleaners

Haps Original Steakhouse

122 West Neal Street, Pleasanton, 600-9200
Best Steakhouse

Healthy Necessity Massage

610 Main Street, Ste. E, Pleasanton, 413-2629
Best Massage

The Hop Yard Alehouse & Grill

3015 Hopyard Road, Ste. H, Pleasanton, 426-9600
Best Place for an After Work Drink,  

Best French Fries

Jazz N Taps

1270 Quarry Lane, Pleasanton, 484-0678
Best Place for Dance Lessons

Jue’s Tae Kwon Do

5460 Sunol Blvd., Ste. 8, Pleasanton, 484-0308
Best Martial Arts Studio

Keller Williams

459 Main Street, Pleasanton, 846-4663
Best Real Estate Office

Landmark Mortgage Group

6800 Koll Center Pkwy, Ste. 100, Pleasanton, 600-2000
Best Mortgage Company

Mary Lou Edwards

5199 Johnson Drive, Ste. 110, Pleasanton, 285-5333
Best Mortgage Professional

MD Spa

531 Main Street, Pleasanton, 846-2772
Best Medical Spa

Meadowlark Dairy

57 West Neal Street, Pleasanton, 846-2261
Best Ice Cream / Yogurt Shop

Pleasanton Hand Car Wash

4005 Pimlico Drive, Pleasanton, 225-1777
Best Car Wash

Pleasanton Downtown Association (Concerts in 
the Park) 830 Main Street, Ste. A, Pleasanton, 484-2199

Best Place for a Picnic, Best Place for Live 

Music

Pleasanton Downtown Association (Downtown 
Pleasanton) 830 Main Street, Ste. A, Pleasanton, 484-2199

Best Place to Get Together With Friends,  

Best Place to Meet New People

Precision Auto Repair

164 Wyoming Street, Ste. A, Pleasanton, 462-7440
Best Car Repair

Red Smoke Grill

4501 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 734-0307
Best Barbecue

S&G Carpet and More

6070 Johnson Drive, Ste. F, Pleasanton, 469-8100
Best Carpet Store

Sato Japanese Cuisine

3015 Hopyard Road, Ste K, Pleasanton, 462-3131
Best Sushi / Japanese Restaurant

Savvy Seconds

560 Main Street, Pleasanton, 846-6600
Best Consignment Store, Best Women’s  

Clothing Store

Stacey’s Cafe

310 Main Street, Ste. A, Pleasanton, 461-3113
Best Place for a Business Lunch

Studio 7

400 Main Street, Pleasanton, 846-4322
Best Art Gallery

Sylvan Learning Center

6654 Koll Center Parkway, Ste. 185, Pleasanton, 485-1000
Best Tutoring School

Towne Center Books

555 Main Street, Pleasanton, 846-8826
Best Bookstore

VIP Cleaners 1809 Santa Rita Road, Ste. F, Pleasanton,  
846-4335; 3120 Santa Rita Road, Ste. E, Pleasanton, 462-8838

Best Dry Cleaners

Wente Vineyards

5565 Tesla Road, Livermore, 456-2300
Best Winery 

SHOP, DINE AND EXPERIENCE  
WHY THESE MERCHANTS WERE VOTED #1

View a complete list of winners and their websites  
at PleasantonWeekly.com

2010

Rodeo queen competes, too
Foothill High teen touts ‘Western life’

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
 Ingrid Cuffe, 16, reigned as Row-
ell Ranch Jr. Rodeo Queen recently, 
where she also competed. She has 
been making appearances to pro-
mote the “western way of life” at 
other events, including the Liver-
more Professional Rodeo and the 
California State Fair.
 Ingrid, a Pleasanton resident, has 
special cards with her photo and in-
formation to hand out to children.
 “Most of them are kind of shy,” 
she said. “But one will come up and 
then they all come up.”
 Ingrid, a junior at Foothill High, 
is the daughter of Sonja and Jeff 
Cuffe. She began riding horses with 
her mother about five years ago, 
she said. She has also raised two 
Guide Dogs for the Blind.
 “On the weekend you can find 
me on a trail ride, at a jackpot bar-
rel race or hanging out with my 
friends,” Ingrid states on the cards 
she hands out. “I’m a very happy-
go-lucky person and love to laugh.”
 Perhaps that helped the judges 
choose her to be Rowell Ranch Jr. 
Rodeo Queen.
 “I had to fill out an application, 
then there was a day with a per-
sonal interview with the judges,” 
she recalled.
 They also watched her ride a pat-
tern, and noted how she was with 
people because being nice is part of 
the job.
 At the rodeo she competed on 
Loui, her 6-year-old chestnut quar-
ter horse, in barrel racing and pole 
bending. Barrel racing entails weav-
ing around three barrels in a tight 

cloverleaf pattern, she explained. 
Pole bending is riding in and out of 
a line of poles.
 “Not only is the rodeo a great way 
to spend a beautiful summer week-
end, but it’s also an awesome way to 
spend time with your friends and 
family,” she notes on her card.
 She observed that rodeo activi-
ties come from a style of life which 
is important in this country.
 “Rodeo is also unique because 
the anticipation and intensity can 
get to the point where the whole 
crowd is hoping the barrel racer 
can get a clean run and the bull 
rider can hold on for just more two 
seconds,” she said. 

Ingrid Cuffe, 16, a junior at Foothill 
High School, reigned as the Rowell 
Ranch Jr. Rodeo Queen.

Victorious 'Devils' from Amador Valley
 Eleven students from Amador Valley High School were among the 
140-plus members of the 2010 Blue Devils B Corps drum and bugle corps 
based in Concord who won this year's championships in Indianapolis: (l-r) 
Hugh Huynh, Whitney Herne, Chris Opperwall, David Xenakis, Ian Toy, 
Alex Richter, Ufkun Erdin, Brian Pratt, Lauren Brown, Scott Opperwall, 
and Brandon Smart. Not pictured is Jordan Rasmussen, an Amador senior 
who was a member of Blue Devils A Corps.

 Blue Devils B competed in the Drum Corps International competitions 
this summer first in California and then in Indianapolis, where they took 
first place and became World Champions of the Open Class of Drum 
Corps International on Aug. 14.

 The Amador Valley members of the Blue Devils are shown standing in 
front of Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis after winning the World Cham-
pionship. They are all wearing their gold medals, and six of the 11 are 
wearing two gold medals because they also were in the World Champion-
ship corps in 2009.



BULLETIN
BOARD

115 Announcements
GAIN NATIONAL EXPOSURE 

Reach over 5 million young, educated 
readers for only $995 by advertising in 
110 weekly newspapers like this one. 

Call Jason at 202-289-8484. This is not 
a job offer. (AAN CAN)

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 
ADOPTION? Talk with caring agency 

specializing in matching Birthmothers 
with Families nationwide. LIVING 

EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7 Abby’s One 
True Gift Adoptions 866-413-6293 (Void 

in Illinois) (AAN CAN)

8 Men for TV Pilot

BOOKKEEPER NEEDED 
Do you need a part time job offer to 
utilize your free times profitably?Do 
you plan to earn weekly/monthly 

while your present job is still 
secured?Then this job opening is for 
you: A Bookkeeper/financial software 
handler is needed on part time basis 
Remuneration; 300USD/weekly i.e 
$1200 monthly Work days are only 

Mondays,Wednesdays & Fridays 
No special knowledge is needed.

Anyone can apply as applicants will 
be personally trained. Maximum 

of 3hrs on working days Does this 
sound like what you want?If yes send 
updated resumes only to: freepeas@

gmx.com. Gregg Lax

CLUTTERLess [CL] Self HelpMonday

Fibromyalgia,Stress,Pain Mgmt

Free Pain Mgmt Cl, BRunnels, MFT

Free Stress/Pain Mgmt Class

Livermore Lioness Club seeksNew

Love Shouldn’t Hurt - $59 + $5 mater

Sellers Wanted, Alamo

SHARPEN UP AT THE FARMERS MARKET

Sunday Morning Cafe!

130 Classes & 
Instruction

Heavy Equipment 
Crane Training. Learn to operate 

bulldozer, backhoe, motor grader, exca-
vator, skid steer, crane. Career assis-
tance. Call 888-210-4534. Northern 
California College of Construction. 

www.HEAVY4.com promocode NCPA1 
Advertisement for Training. (Cal-SCAN)

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! 
Graduate in just 4 weeks!! FREE 

Brochure. Call NOW! 1-800-532-6546 
Ext. 97 http://www.continentalacad-

emy.com (AAN CAN)

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! 
Graduate in just 4 weeks!! FREE 

Brochure. Call NOW! 1-800-532-6546 
Ext. 97 http://www.continentalacad-

emy.com (AAN CAN)

High School Diploma! 
Graduate in 4 weeks! FREE Brochure. 

Call Now! 1-866-562-3650 ext. 60 
www.SouthEasternHS.com (Cal-SCAN)

133 Music Lessons

135 Group Activities
8 Men for TV Pilot

CLUTTERLess (CL) Self Help Mon.

Lady Soccer Players Needed

155 Pets
Cute females Yorkies

FOR SALE

SOLD

201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts

Chevrolet 1969 Camaro 
1969 Camaro SS, perfect condition, 
original, unrestored, 396 Cubic Inch 

350 Horsepower asking $5500, details 
at crtu68j@msn.com/ 626-227-1442.

MGB 1970 GT - $5500

202 Vehicles Wanted
A Car Donation 

helping sick kids! Donate Your Car to 
SONGS OF LOVE and make a sick child 
smile! Featured on NBC (TODAY SHOW), 
CNN. Tax-deductible, all vehicle condi-
tions accepted. www.SongsofLove.org 

888-909-SONG (7664). (Cal-SCAN)

Donate Vehicle 
Receive $1000 Grocery Coupons, 
Your Choice. Noah’s Arc, No Kill 

Animal Shelters. Advanced Veterinary 
Treatments. Free Towing, IRS Tax 

Deduction. Non-Runners. 1-866-912-
GIVE. (Cal-SCAN)

Donate Your Car 
Children’s Cancer Fund! Help Save 

A Child’s Life Through Research and 
Support! Free Vacation Package. Fast, 
Easy and Tax Deductible. Call 1-800-

252-0615. (Cal-SCAN)

203 Bicycles
2009 Bombardier Out lander max - 
$2900

210 Garage/Estate 
Sales

Atherton, 160 Watkins Ave.,  
Sept. 4th 8-4, 5th 1-4, & 6th 8-4 

Estate Sale - fine furniture, artwork, some 
antiques, lots of miscellaneous items.

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques
Royal Doulton figurine - $35

220 Computers/
Electronics
For Sale:Monitors&Speakers - $100

PHP Web Developer (CMS, Zencart,

Port. Washer&Dryer+AcerComputer 
- $B.O.

235 Wanted to Buy
Wanted to Buy

240 Furnishings/
Household items
3 piece kitchen carving set - $10

Entertainment Cabinet - $45.00

Mahogany Twin Bed set & Night Ta - 
$1,200

245 Miscellaneous
Sawmills 

New Norwood LumberMate-Pro handles 
logs 34” diameter, mills boards 28” 
wide. Automated quick-cycle-sawing 

increases efficiency up to 40%! www.
NorwoodSawmills.com/300N 1-800-

661-7746 ext. 300N. (Cal-SCAN)

Wines 
Ordaz Family Wines releases their first 
wine, a 2009 Sauvignon Blanc. Only 
520 cases. www.OrdazFamilyWines.
com vebora@msn.com or 707-833-

2887. (Cal-SCAN)

2011 Entertainment Coupon Books - $30

Best Offer Porta Washer & Dryer - $ 
make an

Local Red Worms & worm casting - $25/lb

Non-stick stove top grill - $20

RED WORMS FOR COMPOSTING - $25.00

250 Musical 
Instruments
Yamaha DGX500 - $475.00

KID STUFF
330 Child Care Offered
Live in AuPair Childcare

345 Tutoring/Lessons

Everything-About-College.com 
College Admissions Specialist. Everything 
you need to manage the college applica-

tions and admissions process.

Math & Chemistry Tutoring 
Retired Scientist enjoying TUTORING 

Middle, High School & College 
STUDENTS in math, algebra, geom-

etry, pre-calc & chemistry. 
 CALL DOUG @ 925-858-5842

Math Tutoring 
High school math/English tutoring: 

Essay writing, college applica-
tion essays, Alg., get ready for 

Geometry. SAT/ACT prep. Ret. teach-
er, Cal. credential. 925-462-3807

355 Items for Sale
CRIB Mattress & pad $20.00

Crib Set- All Included

MIND
& BODY

425 Health Services
Hernia Repair? 

Did You Receive A COMPOSIX KUGEL 
Mesh Patch Between 1999-2008? If 
the Kugel patch was removed due to 
complications of bowel perforation, 
abdominal wall tears, puncture of 

abdominal organs or intestinal fistulae, 
you may be entitled to compensation. 
Attorney Charles Johnson 1-800-535-

5727. (Cal-SCAN)

EMPLOYMENT

500 Help Wanted
Director-Strategic Sales

Senior Software Engineer

560 Employment 
Information

$$$HELP WANTED$$$ 
Extra Income! Assembling CD cases 

from Home! No Experience Necessary! 
Call our Live Operators Now! 1-800-
405-7619 EXT 2450 http://www.
easywork-greatpay.com (AAN CAN)

$$$HELP WANTED$$$ 
Extra Income! Assembling CD cases 

from Home! No Experience Necessary! 
Call our Live Operators Now! 1-800-
405-7619 EXT 2450 http://www.
easywork-greatpay.com (AAN CAN)

Computer Work 
Work from anywhere 24/7. Up to $1,500 

Part Time to $7,500/mo. Full Time. 
Training provided. www.KTPGlobal.com or 

call 1-888-304-2847. (Cal-SCAN)

Drivers 
New Trucks arriving! Solo OTR Drivers 
and Team Drivers. West states, exp. 

hazmat end, great miles and hometime. 
ANDRUS TRANSPORTATION 1-800-

888-5838 or 1-866-806-5119 x1402. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Drivers - Regional 
If you live on I-5, we have the Job for 
You! Regional Drivers Wanted! More 

Hometime! Top Pay! Up to $.41/mile! 
Heartland Express 1-800-441-4953. 

www.HeartlandExpress.com (Cal-SCAN)

Drivers - ASAP! 
New Pay Increase! 37-43 cpm. Fuel 

Bonus - up to 4cpm! Need CDL-A and 3 
months recent OTR. 1-877-258-8782. 

www.MeltonTruck.com (Cal-SCAN)

Drivers - Flatbed 
and heavy haul. SLT - $2,000 bonus. 
Owner Ops needed Up to 78% of load 
Pay. Owners with trailers a plus. 1-800-

835-8471.

Drivers - Gordon Trucking 
Drive for the best! Immediate Openings!! 

Teams - All the miles you can log! 
Regional and OTR openings. Full 

Benefits, 401k, Regular Hometime. We 
have the Freight! Talk to a recruiter live! 

www.TeamGTI.com 1-888-832-6484 
EOE. (Cal-SCAN)

Drivers - Regional Runs 
Driver - SOLOS, TEAMS, EXPRESS 

Lots of miles! Daily or weekly pay. New 
Equipment. Healthcare Benefits. CDL-A, 
6 months OTR experience. 1-800-414-

9569. www.DriveKnight.com (Cal-SCAN)

EARN $75 - $200 HOUR 
Media Makeup Artist Training. Ads, TV, 
Film, Fashion. One week class. Stable 
job in weak economy. Details at http://
www.AwardMakeUpSchool.com 310-

364-0665 (AAN CAN)

EMT Training 
Free plus pay, benefits, vacation, regu-
lar raises. HS grads ages 17-34. Help 

others. Gain financial security. Call Mon-
Fri 1-800-345-6289. (Cal-SCAN)

MOVIE EXTRAS 
earn up to $150/day to stand in back-
grounds of major film. Experience not 
required. CALL NOW! 1-888-664-4621 

(AAN CAN)

Reefers Drivers 
Experienced drivers and Class A 

commercial students welcome! Our 
Incredible Freight network offers 

plenty of miles! 1-800-277-0212. www.
PrimeInc.com (Cal-SCAN)

Sales - Life Agents 
Earn $500 a Day. Great Agent Benefits. 

Commissions Paid Daily, Liberal 
Underwriting. Leads, Leads, Leads. Life 
Insurance License Required. Call 1-888-

713-6020. (Cal-SCAN)

Truck Drivers 
CDL training. Part-time driving job with 
Full-time benefits. Get paid to train in 

the California Army National Guard. Up 
to $12,500 bonus. www.NationalGuard.

com/Truck or 1-800-GO-GUARD.  
(Cal-SCAN)

BUSINESS
SERVICES

615 Computers
Churchill Computer Repair 

 Viruses Got You Bugged?? Let me 
take a look. Call me at 925-202-4865. 

Thank you. 

624 Financial
Cash Now! 

Get cash for your structured settlement 
or annuity payments. High payouts. Call 

J.G. Wentworth. 1-866-SETTLEMENT 
(1-866-738-8536). Rated A+ by the 
Better Business Bureau. (Cal-SCAN)

crosetti funding 
CASH NOW we offer fast cash for your 
mortgage note, annuity, and business 

note call 1 800 391 4032

645 Office/Home 
Business Services

Advertise Online 
In a network of 140-plus newspaper 
websites. Border to Border with one 
order! $10 cost per thousand impres-

sions statewide. Minimum $5,000 
order. Call for details: 916/288-6010. 
www.CaliforniaBannerAdNetwork.com 

(Cal-SCAN)

Classified Advertising 
in 240 Cal-SCAN newspapers for 

the best reach, coverage, and price. 
25-words $550. Reach over 6 million 
Californians! FREE email brochure. Call 
(916) 288-6019. www.Cal-SCAN.com 

(Cal-SCAN)

Display Advertising 
In 140 Cal-SDAN newspapers state-

wide for $1,550! Reach over 3 million 
Californians! FREE email brochure. Call 
(916) 288-6019. www.Cal-SDAN.com 

(Cal-SCAN

HOME 
SERVICES

715 Cleaning Services
Convenient Cleaning 

Over 12 years exp. Will bring supplies. 
3 hour min., $60. Lic. 060612. Natalie, 

925/922-3920

Divina’s House cleaning service 
Divina’s House cleaning Services. 

Dependable and detail orientated.10+ 
exp Call: (925) 4431632/LIC:100891 

M AID TO SERVE YOU               

Excellent Local References
Family owned for 25 years

Call Today at 
(925) 249-0399

Housecleaning Service

for 3 cleanings$35 OFF

741 Flooring/Carpeting
Cal Floors-Hardwood Floors 

SAVE! on ALL our hardwood flooring 
services. FREE ESTIMATES! 925-954-
5012 Main St Downtown Pleasanton

751 General 
Contracting

NOTICE TO READERS >It is illegal 
for an unlicensed person to perform 
contracting work on any project val-

ued at $500.00 or more in labor and 
materials. State law also requires 

that contractors include their license 
numbers on all advertising. Check 

your contractor’s status at www.cslb.
ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB (2752). 

Unlicensed persons taking jobs that 
total less than $500.00 must state 

in their advertisements that they 
are not licensed by the Contractors 

State License Board

Superior Builders 
Has 25 years of experience in residen-

tial and commercial construction. 
Additions/Remodels/Kitchen/ 
Bathrooms/T.I Construction. 

Ca. Lic. 495036  Ken 925-699-2929 
KCoffey990@aol.com

771 Painting/
Wallpaper
*JOE’S PAINTING & HANDYMAN* 

Free Est. / Reasonable Prices no 
Job Too Small!!! 925-200-7333 

Lic#624542

801 Apartments/
Condos/Studios

San Carlos, 2 BR/2 BA 
 San Carlos, Walk to Town and 

Shops,2BR,2Ba,Garage,no Smk/
pets,$1,800.00 650-598-7047

805 Homes for Rent
ALL AREAS - HOUSES FOR RENT 
Browse thousands of rental listings 

with photos and maps. Advertise your 
rental home for FREE! Visit: http://www.

RealRentals.com (AAN CAN)

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms
ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES.COM  
Browse hundreds of online listings with 
photos and maps. Find your roommate 
with a click of the mouse! Visit: http://

www.Roommates.com. (AAN CAN)

Pleasanton, 1 BR/1 BA - $700.00

825 Homes/Condos 
for Sale
Pleasanton, 5+ BR/3.5 BA - 
$1,450,000

840 Vacation 
Rentals/Time Shares

Sell/Rent Timeshares 
for cash! Worldmark. We’ll find you 

Buyers/ Renters! 10+ years of success! 
Over $78 Million in offers in 2009! 

www.SellaTimeshare.com Call (877) 
554-2098. (Cal-SCAN)

Point Reyes/Tomales Bay on water 
“BARRACCA”Incred.Views;sleeps4-8 

reserv/info; 415-663-9543

850 Acreage/Lots/
Storage

El Paso TX 
20 acre ranches, $99/mo. $0 Down, 
$12,900. Near El Paso, Texas. Owner 

financing, No Credit Checks. No Income 
Verification. Money Back Guarantee. Map/

Pictures. 1-800-343-9444. (Cal-SCAN)

Land Sale 
Trophy Elk Area, Horse Trails - BLM 
bordering Bank Liquidation Sale- Call 
Now! 20 Acres w/ Road & Utilities- 

$19,900 20 Acres w/ New Cabin- WAS: 
$99,900. NOW: $69,900. Also Available: 

200- 3000 acres w/ trees, views, utili-
ties. Loaded w/ 350 class bulls, deer 
and game birds. Large acreage starts 
at $800/acre 888-361-3006. www.
WesternSkiesLand.com (Cal-SCAN)

Fogster.com offers FREE* postings online and the opportunity for your 
ad to appear in print to more than 80,000 readers. You can log on to 
fogster.com 24/7, and your online ad starts immediately.fogster.com THE TRI-VALLEY’S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE

PERSONALIZED TUTORING 
Mathematics, Science, English, 

SAT, etc. 510 512 6321

Harpist Dominique Piana 
Has A Few Openings For 

Committed Students Of All 
Levels/Ages.  

Call 925-455-5333

Mike Fracisco
REALTOR

®

Fracisco Realty & Investments
Residential, Commercial  
& Property Management

direct: 925-998-8131
www.MikeFracisco.com

DRE#01378428

NEED HELP
 WITH QUICKBOOKS?

No job too big or too small!!!

Over 23 years experience  
in all aspects of bookkeeping.

Call Linda 925.918.2233

A-Z Complete Home Repair

HANDYMAN SERVICE

Carpentry/Woodwork 
Electrical Repairs/Installations

Drywall/Texturing     Tile/Grout
925.989.6179 / 510.733.5582

SINCE 1994

General Contracting

Real Estate Accounting/Bookkeeping

Landscaping/Design

(510) 499-7546

LANDSCAPE DESIGNER

 Independent Contractors 
wanted for Senior Home 

Health Care.  
MUST HAVE EXPERIENCE

Senior Solutions 
925-443-3101

Healthcare

Pleasanton  Weekly
Marketplace

LEATHER
Repaired & Dyed

Sofas and Cars 
Color Matching
925.829.1988

Barbary Coast

Leather & Vinyl Repair

To advertise in the Marketplace 
call Karen at 925.600.0840 

x122 or email kklein@
pleasantonweekly.com
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The #1 Resale Team in Pleasanton and Ruby Hill

Fran & Dave 
Cunningham
925-202-6898

DRE License #01226296 & 00930892

Donna  
Garrison

925-980-0273
DRE License #01735040

Susan  
Schall

925-397-4244
DRE License #01713497

KW Broker DRE License #01395362

Gorgeous Italian Villa features 4 BR, 3.5 BA, 
formal office, huge bonus room, custom 
millwork and more. End of cul de sac location. 
Lovely. Offered at $1,849,000

Beautiful 3,500 sq.ft. 4 BR, (4th is a custom 
office), 3 full BA, gourmet granite kitchen, 
10,000 sq.ft. lot with privacy, built-in bbq area 
& pond w/fountain. Offered at $1,175,000

NEW LISTING! Beautiful home, custom 
features this home offers 2,806 sq.ft., 4 BR,  
3 BA. Offered at $998,888 

NEW LISTING! Gorgeous and light home 
located in the much sought after Moller Ranch 
on Pleasanton’s West Side. 5 BR, 3 BA, 3,345 
sq. ft. Offered at $1,280,000 OPEN SUN 1-4

Visit our websites to view all of our other listings.

OPEN HOMES THIS WEEKEND

Dublin
4 BEDROOMS

4073 Rosehill Place  $749,000
Sun  J. Rockcliff Realtors 251-2547
7785 Georgian Oaks Court  $849,000
Sun 1-4  J. Rockcliff Realtors 980-3888

Pleasanton
4 BEDROOMS

1012 Bartlett Place $1,085,000
Sun 2-5  Pat Burns 876-2655

860 Castlewood Drive  $1,695,000

Sat/Sun 12-5 J. Rockcliff Realtors 980-8844

3686 Platt Court  $629,950

Sun 1-4  J. Rockcliff Realtors  251-2535

5 BEDROOMS

8266 Moller Ranch Drive $1,280,000

Sun 1-4  Keller Williams 202-6898

8274 Regency Drive  $1,428,000

Sat/Sun 1-4  Prudential Cal Realty 963-1984

To place an ad or open home please contact Andea Heggelund  

at (925) 600-0840 x110 or e-mail aheggelund@pleasantonweekly.com 

*Ask about online and email advertising.

Real Estate
OPEN HOME GUIDE AND REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

SALES AT A GLANCE

Source: California REsource

Dublin
Total sales reported: 8

Lowest sale reported: $200,000

Highest sale reported: $925,000

Average sales reported: $596,250

Livermore 
Total sales reported: 19

Lowest sale reported: $82,000

Highest sale reported: $1,385,000

Average sales reported: $465,579

Pleasanton
Total sales reported: 18

Lowest sale reported: $169,500

Highest sale reported: $1,625,000

Average sales reported: $797,417

San Ramon
Total sales reported: 22

Lowest sale reported: $152,000

Highest sale reported: $990,000

Average sales reported: $598,636
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PLEASANTON  90 0 Main Street

925.846.6500
www.blaiselofland.com

blaise@blaiselofland.com

apr.com

BRIDLE CREEK

863 SUNNY BROOK WAY,  

PLEASANTON
Upgraded Avalon Model in Bridle Creek on  

premium .28 acre lot. Beautiful views of 

Pleasanton Ridge. Private rear yard with built 

in fire pit, custom pergola and putting green. 

Beautifully landscaped. Five bedrooms, private 

office plus private guest suite/bonus room (5th),  

5.5 bathrooms, 4,434 sq ft. Gourmet kitchen with 

granite countertops. Custom tile and hardwood 

flooring, plantation shutters. Built by Greenbriar 

Homes in 2001. Located on quiet street with no 

through traffic. Close to downtown, Castlewood 

Country Club, and Oak Hills Shopping Center.  
OFFERED AT $1,549,000

PLEASANTON SEMICUSTOM

4150 CREEKWOOD COURT, 

PLEASANTON
Don't miss this private, Pleasanton home on 

premium ½ acre lot. Large multi media/game 

room, upgraded kitchen and bathrooms with 

granite. Five bedrooms, three full bathrooms, 

hardwood floors, two fireplaces, three car garage, 

4,002 square feet. Large secluded park-like rear 

yard includes expansive Trex deck, in-ground 

pool, Hot Springs grande covered spa, waterfall/

pond, playhouse, zip line, large lawn area, mature 

redwood trees and large cemented side yard area. 

Walk to great schools & neighborhood parks.
OFFERED AT $1,195,000

897 SUNSET CREEK LANE,  

PLEASANTON
Single level in Bridle Creek on .29 acre premium 

view lot.  Built by Greenbriar Homes in 2000.  

Beautiful views of Pleasanton Ridge. Private rear 

yard with built in pool. Beautifully landscaped.  

Five bedrooms, four bathrooms.  Gourmet 

kitchen with granite countertops.  Crown 

molding and plantation shutters.  Close to 

Downtown, Castlewood Country Club, Oak 

Hills Shopping Center, and Mission Hills Park. 
OFFERED AT $1,399,000

1327 HEARST DRIVE,  

PLEASANTON
Great Location! Beautiful Semi-Custom Home 

on .40 Acre Lot. Expansive Deck with Panoramic 

Views! Private Rear Grounds. Five Bedrooms, 

4.5 Bathrooms, 4,026 Square Feet. Upgraded 

Gourmet Kitchen with Granite Countertops, 

Newer Paint & Carpeting, Extensive Hardwood 

Floors. Expansive Master Suite. Community 

Pool, Park, Tennis Courts and Open Space. Walk 

to Main Street and Award Winning Schools! 
OFFERED AT $1,298,000

KOTTINGER RANCHBRIDLE CREEK

DRE# 00882113

Tim McGuire
925-462-SOLD

WWW.TIMMCGUIRE.NET

Beyond Full Service—A Concierge Approach to Real Estate

apr.com | PLEASANTON | 900 Main Street 925.251.1111

1545 Orloff Drive, Pleasanton 
Expanded single story, 4bd/2ba, 2,348+/-sqft, 

remodeled Cherry/Granite kitchen, new interior/
exterior paint, new carpets, 50-yr roof, mirrored 
closet doors and ceiling fans, new light fixtures 
and plantation shutters. Offered at $775,000

4520 Lin Gate Street, Pleasanton 
Remodeled 4bd/3ba, on a Court, 2,179+/-sqft, 
full bed/bath downstairs, new Granite kitchen, 
Hardwood floors, plantation shutters, custom 
Oak/wrought iron stairway banister, spacious 

backyard. Offered at $799,000

ACTIVE

ACTIVE

4166 Hall Ct.
Pleasanton
3bd/3ba home 

on a quiet Court, 

2,042+/-sqft, 

optional 4th bed/

office, beautiful 

Tiger Hardwood 

floors, Granite/

Alder kitchen, 

updated baths, 

vaulted ceilings, 

full size RV 

parking, new roof/

windows, sparkling 

gated pool with 

gazebo, garage 

storage.

Offered at 

$809,000

ACTIVE

DRE#01349446



celebrating
Marie Mayo 

R.N.
Outpatient/GI Unit

Missy Smith 
Patient Financial Services

Angie Allen 
Surgery
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Everyone knows that it’s not the brick and mortar, but great people that make you feel better. It’s why San Ramon Regional 

Medical Center celebrates the extraordinary people who make our hospital such a remarkable place. They exemplify the 

commitment, skill and compassionate care we offer. This recognition begins with our special employees honored this year: 

Cheri Martin, R.N., Infusion Center, our Employee of the Year and Caregiver of the Year; Jane Roberts-MacArt, Human 

Resources and Service Excellence, our Hero of the Year; Deborah Bangoli, R.N., MSN, Definitive Observation Unit, our 

Florence Nightingale winner; and all of our 2009 Employees of the Month. From the emergency room, to the operating 

room, to the patient room, we’re here for you.

Veronica Jackson 
R.N., CRRN

Medical/Surgical Unit

Chris Nartker 
R.N.

Emergency Services

Esmeralda Morones 
The Breast Center

Tom Perry 
CBET 

Biomed

Deborah Bangoli 
R.N., MSN

Definitive Observation Unit 
Florence Nightingale winner

Jane Roberts-MacArt 
Human Resources &  
Service Excellence  
Hero of the Year 

 Sarah Kiyoi 
R.N., BSN, CCRN 
Intensive Care Unit 

Susan Stinson 
MT(ASCP), CLS 

Laboratory

Nancy Ramsey 
RRT 

Respiratory Therapy

Rita Woycheese 
MPT 

Therapy Services

6001 Norris Canyon Road, San Ramon

925.275.9200

www.OurSanRamonHospital.com
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Unit

Tom 
CB

Bio

Cheri Martin 
R.N., BAEd.

Infusion Center 
Employee of the Year & 
Caregiver of the Year


