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Beautiful furniture, accessories and jewelry 
at consignment prices

Live the Lifestyle You Love 
at Half the Cost

Corte Madera 
415.924.6691

801 Tamalpais Dr.

Danville 
925.866.6164

1901 - F Camino Ramon

San Mateo 
650.557.8979

1888 S. Norfolk

Saratoga 
408.871.8890

600 El Paseo de Saratoga

Mountain View 
(650) 964-7212

141 El Camino Real 

www.TheHomeConsignmentCenter.com
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Our two summer interns at 
the Pleasanton Weekly are 
heading back to school 

after about three months of learn-
ing about newspapers while also 
updating our awareness of life on 
the high school and college cam-
puses these days. Brittany Hersh, a 
journalism major at Azusa Pacific 
University in Southern California 
where she’ll graduate next June, 
lives with her parents Grace and 
Robert Hersh in Ruby Hill. A 2007 
graduate of Amador Valley High 
School, she’s passionate about 
history, particularly the American 
Revolution and World War II, and 
hopes to combine a career in jour-
nalism with work at a museum 
where she can produce publica-
tions focused on historical works.

 Our other newsroom intern was 
Rachel Thompson, who will be 
a senior this year at Monte Vista 
High in Danville. A school cheer-
leader and also a budding “Danc-
ing with the Stars” candidate as an 
active member of a private dance 
studio team, she is the daughter 
of Christa and Martin Thompson 
of Danville. Skilled at comput-
ers and research, we put her to 
work editing Info San Ramon Val-
ley, a resource guide for Alamo, 
Blackhawk, Danville, Diablo and 
San Ramon that will be published 
Sept. 27. At the same time, she 
researched and updated informa-
tion to be published Oct. 8 in 
Info Pleasanton/Dublin, a resource 
guide for these two communities.
 This was Rachel’s first job. Since 
there are hundreds of details and 
data to check, she started by email-
ing service organizations, com-
munity groups and city and civic 
organizations for updates on every-
thing from department directors to 
the days of the month and times 
that youth commissions and energy 
committees will meet in the com-
ing year. Playing phone tag, as she 

called it, was a major part of her 
work as she followed up with indi-
viduals in charge of these groups, 
often making more than 20 calls a 
day and handling at least that many 
in return. There were few dull mo-
ments with many of those provid-
ing the information Rachel has now 
keyboarded into the new guides. 
Since the magazine format on 
high quality paper sets them aside 
from other publications, the Info’s 
have become household directo-
ries everyone can turn to for help, 
whether it’s finding someone to call 
if the outdoor streetlight goes out 
in front of your house or using one 
of the Info maps to find a park for 
“open lot” baseball or picnic tables. 
Adding to her interest were the 
many community activities that she 
hadn’t heard of. She plans to grab 
extra copies of the Info’s to share 
with her classmates at Monte Vista 
to show them “all the cool organi-
zations out there that most people 
aren’t aware of.”
 For Brittany, her summer at 
the Weekly was a chance to earn 
points in Azusa Pacific’s journalism 
program. I sent regular reports to 
Dr. Marcia Berry, who is the direc-
tor of internships in the school’s 
Communications Studies Depart-
ment. Brittany had the chance 
to cover a variety of assignments 
ranging from a benefit dog wash to 
a story about high school perform-
ers traveling to four cities as part 
of a summertime jazz tour. Her 
work here also gave her time to 
continue as a manager of the Birds 
and Small Animals exhibit during 
the Alameda County Fair. During 
the opening Friday night fireworks 
show, a nest of yellow jackets was 
disturbed and one young woman 
rushed into the small animals 
area in agony. Brittany called the 
paramedics first, and then sent me 
a note about the yellow jacket at-
tacks, giving us a lead on the story 
and proving her talent at handling 
breaking news.
 My thanks to both young women 
for their great contributions to our 
summer intern program. 

AROUND 
PLEASANTON

BY JEB BING

Salute to our 
summer interns 

About the Cover
Life imitates art on Main Street as artist Gary Winter leans up beside his “stick 
figure” cowboy, one of many he’s placed around town to create some fun. Pho-
to by Jerri Pantages Long. Cover design by Kristin Herman.

Vol. XI, Number 31

925 462 9175

WWW.GINAPIPER.COM

 As market conditions evolve, new  

opportunities also arise. I remain  

committed to my profession and the 

long term goals of my clients. I am 

here to help you navigate the myriad 

of decisions that arise when buying or 

selling a home. In this time of change, 

counting on a proven real 

estate professional is more 

important than ever.  

You can still count on me!

Discover the advantages of  The Parkview. 
Enjoy apartment living in Pleasanton 

with stunning views… The peace-of-mind 
that comes with staff  availability around 
the clock to assist as needed…A recreation 
program with opportunities to learn, create 
and regain self-confidence. Separate memory 
care accommodations are on-site.

Call today for more information or to 
schedule a tour.

AT THIS AGE, I 
THOUGHT I KNEW 
EVERYTHING ABOUT 
MYSELF. LITTLE DID I 
KNOW THAT I HAD

MORE TO DISCOVER

THROUGH ALL THE

PROGRAMS OFFERED

HERE. WAS I SURPRISED

TO FIND THAT I HAD A
CREATIVE SIDE?

IN A WORD - YES!100 VALLEY AVENUE (FORMERLY JUNIPERO ST.) 
PLEASANTON

925-461-3042
WWW.ESKATON.ORG   MANAGED BY ESKATON License #015601283

The Perfect Blend
THE INDEPENDENCE YOU WANT, THE ASSISTANCE YOU NEED.

We Are Committed To:
Exceptional Customer Service

925.462.1207
Showroom and Factory located at

4225 Stanley Blvd., Pleasanton, CA 94566

www.window-ology.com
Contractor’s License #904282

Amador Valley 
Optometric

Complete eyecare for Men, 
Women, Teens, & Children

Dr. Barry C. Winston
Faculty, UC Berkeley  
School of Optometry

Certified 
in the Treatment 
of Ocular Disease

Black Avenue  
Professional Offices 

4450-C Black Avenue, 
Pleasanton  

925.462.2600
off Santa Rita Road behind

Lynne Wood Methodist Church

Most Vision Plans 
Accepted

 Medicare Assignment 
Accepted

Serving Pleasanton 
for more than 25 years

Keep Your Eyecare Local!

Convenient Weekday 
& Evening Hours 

Prescription 
Sunglasses

FREE  
daily e-mail 

digest!

Top local stories 
and hot picks 

delivered to your 
e-mail inbox 

every weekday.

Pleasanton

Sign up online at  
PleasantonWeekly.com

Brittany Hersh

Rachel Thompson



Streetwise
STREETWISE IS IN WASHINGTON, D.C. THIS WEEK. 

QUESTIONS WERE ASKED ON THE NATIONAL MALL.

What do you think of Michelle 
Obama’s trip to Spain?

Craig Noel
LATROBE, PA.
Steel mill worker

They had the opportunity to go, so she 
should take advantage of it. They’re in 
office for a reason. I can’t do the job, and 
we pay taxes regardless. It doesn’t bother 
me at all. 

Sue Kratville
OMAHA, NEB.
Homemaker

We need to be aware of how our money is 
being spent, but we are also a world power 
that needs to have positive representation. 
Michelle Obama has done a fabulous job; 
she is classy and smart. It is unfortunate that 
people of importance must have tight secu-
rity, but we have a responsibility to protect 
our First Lady. 

Ray Olson
WASHINGTON, D.C.
Employee, federal government 

I hope she has a good time. Spain is a 
wonderful country, and she deserves the 
vacation. 

Isabel Kratville
OMAHA, NEB.
Student

I think it’s a little wrong. Not everyone in 
this country can afford a vacation, so to 
pay for a nice trip to Spain with taxpayers’ 
money seems a bit unfair. I do feel like we 
should give something back to her though. 

Mike Kennedy
DALLAS, TEXAS
Architect

It doesn’t bother me at all. That’s what you 
sign up for when you elect a president, and 
the family deserves a life, too. I hope they 
enjoy the four or eight years they have in 
office. 

Have a Streetwise question? E-mail editor@PleasantonWeekly.com
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(925) 271-0713 

That is the value of Zen.

Thank You for voting us  

Best Jewelry Store in Pleasanton

33 Years in Pleasanton

Original Owner

Trust. Honesty. Integrity. 

Confidence. Expertise.

Certain values can only be 

found at Master IJO Jeweler.

Envy

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE®

2010

2009

Cardinal Jewelers

New Customers and our Current Customers 

Bring this ad in for

25% OFF
any single item of $200 or more

One Coupon per person. Some restrictions apply. Expires 8-31-10

3003-B Hopyard Rd.

Pleasanton, CA

In The Hopyard Village  

Shopping Center

(925) 416-1111

“A world of fine gems.”

Lovel ights



Newsfront
Party attackers guilty

 Two men have been found 
guilty of misdemeanor charges 
in an attack in Pleasanton last 
year that left the victim beaten 
and unconscious.
 Devon Fergusson and Devin 
Kettle were convicted in a jury 
trial Aug. 5 of a single count 
each of battery resulting in seri-
ous bodily injury. The charges 
stem from a high school house 
party in which Dublin high 
schooler Brandon Tahtaras was 
beaten after a dispute over a 
broken beer bottle.
 Alameda County Assistant 
District Attorney Teresa Drenick 
said five men jumped and beat 
Tahtaras; information about the 
other three allegedly involved in 
the beating was not available. 
Sentencing for Fergusson and 
Kettle is set for Aug. 23.

Pleasanton swim 
season a success
 The city’s summer Learn-To-
Swim program at the Dolores 
Bengtson Aquatic Center had 
2,642 children enrolled, overseen 
and taught by 89 lifeguards. The 
swim center also had 24 junior 
lifeguards who took a prepara-
tory course to learn about first aid 
and lifesaving skills, and worked 
under the guidance of certified 
lifeguards to learn more about the 
responsibilities of the job.
 This evening Pleasanton will 
ends its 2010 swim season with 
the annual Splash Day Event, a 
carnival-type celebration at the 
Aquatic Center. Dozens of swim-
mers and their families join swim 
instructors from 6-9 p.m. today 
for open swim, decorations, games 
and skits. Staff will wear costumes 
with a Super Hero theme.

Interim president  
for Las Positas
 The Board of Trustees of the 
Chabot-Las Positas Community 
College District has named Dr. 
Guy F. Lease as interim presi-
dent for Las Positas College. 
Lease replaces Dr. DeRionne 
Pollard who accepted a position 
in Maryland, until a permanent 
president is selected.
 Lease served as superintendent/
president at Lake Tahoe Com-
munity College District for 18 
years and later as interim presi-
dent at Fresno City College. He 
received his Ed.D. in educational 
administration from the Univer-
sity of Southern California and 
his masters degree in business 
administration from the Univer-
sity of Utah. He has chaired six 
California community college ac-
creditation teams, and served for 
10 years on the board for the 
Chief Executive Officers of the 
California Community Colleges.
 The trustees will launch a 
nationwide search in the fall for 
a new president. 

DIGEST
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BY JEB BING
 In a move that could impact 
voter turnout and preferences in 
the Nov. 2 mayoral and City Coun-
cil election in Pleasanton, landown-
ers of 562 acres in the city’s south-
east hills are asking the Alameda 
County Superior Court to rule that 
they can proceed with plans to de-
velop 51 large lots on a part of their 
property for custom homes.
 Although Pleasanton voters sided 
with opponents of the develop-
ment June 8 in a referendum that 
overturned the council’s approval 
of the project Nov. 2, 2007, the de-
velopers, Jennifer and Frederic Lin, 
argue in their suit that the refer-
endum only concerned Ordinance 
No. 1961, which was a Planned 
Unit Development (PUD) plan for 
how the lots would be placed, not 
the project approval.
 They claim that the council, as 
part of its action in 2007, also 
approved Ordinance No. 1962, 
which was the more important de-
velopment agreement that autho-
rized the Lins to proceed with their 
development. By failing to include 
1962 in their referendum, the Save 
Pleasanton’s Hills citizens’ group 
headed by former Councilwoman 
Kay Ayala missed its opportunity to 
referend the council’s 4-1 vote that 
allowed the development.
 The one council vote against Oak 
Grove in that Nov. 2, 2007, meet-

ing was by Councilwoman Cindy 
McGovern, who is now a candi-
date for mayor in the upcoming 
municipal election in November. 
Mayor Jennifer Hosterman and 
council members Cheryl Cook-Kal-
lio and Jerry Thorne, all candidates 
for re-election in November, voted 
to approve Oak Grove. Councilman 
Matt Sullivan also voted in favor, 
although he later sided with oppo-
nents on subsequent votes as efforts 
by Ayala’s group moved forward.
 Karla Brown, a Realtor who also 
is on the November ballot seeking a 
seat on the council, joined Ayala as 
co-coordinator of the citizens’ group 
to back the referendum to reverse 
the council’s approval of Oak Grove.
 In a series of legal moves follow-
ing the council’s 2007 vote, Ayala’s 
group and the Lins battled it out in 
Superior Court, the state Court of 
Appeal and the state Supreme Court, 
with the Lins challenging the validity 
of signatures on petitions Ayala and 
her supporters filed in early Decem-
ber 2007 to force a referendum.
 Superior Court Judge Frank 
Roesch ruled in favor of the Lins, 
but that decision was overturned 
by the Court of Appeal and subse-
quently the Supreme Court decided 
against hearing an appeal of that 
ruling. After two-and-a-half years 
of litigation that cost hundreds of 
thousands of dollars, which the Lins 
had to pay (although no specific 

amount has been given), the refer-
endum was finally held last June 8.
 Curiously, this new suit by the 
Lins seeking “Injunctive Relief” 
so that they can proceed under 
the Ordinance 1962 development 
agreement that they, the council 
and City Manager Nelson Fialho 
signed, was filed the same date al-
though they only delivered a copy 
of the suit to City Attorney Jona-
than Lowell late last Friday. Until 
then, neither the city nor the public 
was aware of the lawsuit.
 By suing the city and the City 
Council, the Lins have now brought 
the local government into the fray — 
and the costs — of the Oak Grove 
approval issue. Up to now, a major-
ity on the council has monitored the 
dispute between the Lins and Kay 
Ayala’s group but decided against 
having its then-City Attorney Mi-
chael Roush join in the court cases, 
thereby avoiding any extra legal costs 

other than Roush’s time in attending 
court hearings. That decision by 
the council angered Ayala and her 
supporters, who spent hours com-
plaining about the inaction at City 
Council meetings during much of 
the last two years.
 With the approval of the referen-
dum that overturned the council’s 
2007 vote of approval for Oak 
Grove, Ayala and the Save Pleas-
anton’s Hills coalition thanked vot-
ers and considered their efforts a 
success. With this new suit by the 
Lins, they can’t be so sure.
 If the courts declare the Lins’ de-
velopment agreement still in force, 
they can proceed to develop Oak 
Grove, which would include giving 
nearly 500 acres of their property to 
the city of Pleasanton free of charge 
for use as a public park. That agree-
ment also commits the Lins to pro-

Oak Grove developers sue 
Pleasanton to force OK  

on housing project
Claim opponents failed to include development 

agreement in June 8 referendum

See OAK GROVE on Page 8

Aerial view shows 562-acre Oak Grove development site, which starts at the end 
of Hearst Drive in the Kottinger Ranch subdivision on the city’s southeast side.

 Stoneridge Shopping Center will 
open five new stores before the 
end of the year, including Guess, a 
retailer of luxury American name-
brand clothing.
 At the same time, the Simon 
Property Group, which owns and 
operates Stoneridge, announced 
that it has promoted Mike Short as 
the center’s new general manager.
 Short previously worked at other 
Simon properties, including Hilltop 
Mall in Richmond, Coddingtown 
Mall in Santa Rosa and Santa Rosa 
Plaza. Prior to joining Simon, Short 
had 10 years of diverse manage-
ment experience within the shop-
ping center industry.
 “Stoneridge Shopping Center is 
the premier shopping and dining 
destination of the East Bay,” Short 
said. “I am excited for the opportu-
nity to help steer the center during 
this time of extraordinary growth.”
 Besides Guess, Stoneridge, which 

currently has five department stores 
and over 165 specialty stores, also 
will welcome MAC Cosmetics, 
LoveSac, Brighton Collectibles and 
Massage Journey.
 Of the new stores, Guess is ex-
pected to open later this summer 
and will be the only East Bay lo-
cation of the international brand, 
with a 4,200-square-foot space on 
the lower level in Grand Court.
 MAC Cosmetics, a popular 
makeup company, will also open-
ing this summer and will be located 
on the lower level close to Guest 
Services. The new retail spaces will 
cover close to 10,000 square feet.
 LoveSac, which sells beanbags 
and “alternative furniture,” will open 
this summer on the upper level near 
Macy’s Women’s, just the second Bay 
Area location for the store.
 Massage Journey, a former kiosk 
that offers on-the-go deep tissue 

BY GLENN WOHLTMANN
 Hundreds of volunteers turned 
out over the weekend to help 
700 needy veterans at the bian-
nual East Bay Stand Down at the 
Alameda County Fairgrounds.
 Over the course of the four-day 
campout, the homeless veterans 
received special services that in-
cluded everything that someone 
living on the streets could need 
— from doctors, dental treatment 
and vision services to 12-step 
programs. They also were given 
sleeping bags, clean clothes and 
new shoes as well as ditty bags 
decorated by local youths. 
 The Stand Down also brought 
veterans the company of their 
peers, like Mike Gainer, who re-
ceived the benefits of two prior 
stand downs and came back this 
year to volunteer as a tent leader.
 Gainer joined the Army in 
1976, when he was 17, and 

struggled after he left the ser-
vice in 1983, at times becoming 
homeless. He’s now a peer coun-
selor in Oakland, and although 
he says he’s not where he wants 
to be yet, he’s on the way. Gainer 
took vacation time to dedicate a 
long weekend to help the people 
who helped him, and he worked 
with the 19 vets bunking with 
him in Tent C.
 “I’m trying to help them coor-
dinate and engage in services,” he 
said.
 Gainer, who admits he’s en-
ergetic by nature, said he has to 
work hard to contain his enthusi-
asm.
 “I had to tone it down — I don’t 
want to burn out,” he said.
 Gainer’s enthusiasm came 
through as he talked with one 
of his bunk mates, Ron Gaskell, 
going over a list of services 

Guess, 4 other new stores 
opening at Stoneridge 
Simon Group names veteran executive  

as new manager of mall

Stand Down at Fairgrounds 
helps homeless vets

Doctors, dentists, vision care specialists 
volunteer at biannual event

See STONERIDGE on Page 8See STAND DOWN on Page 8



Page 6 August 13, 2010 Pleasanton Weekly

NEWS

Bella Luna Studios

www.bellalunastudios.com, 998-1171 
Best Photographer

Berry Patch

350 Main Street, Ste. A, Pleasanton, 846-0155 
Best Place to Buy a Gift

Blue Agave Club

625 Main Street, Pleasanton, 417-1224 
Best Main Street Restaurant, Best Atmosphere, 

Best Outdoor Dining, Best Place to Have a First 

Date, Best Margarita

Body in Balance

4133 Mohr Avenue, Ste. E, Pleasanton, 417-8800 
Best Acupuncture

Callippe Preserve Golf Course

8500 Clubhouse Drive, Pleasanton, 426-6666 
Best Golf Course

Cardinal Jewelers

3003 Hopyard Road, Ste. B, Pleasanton, 416-1111 
Best Jewelry Store

Clover Creek Gifts

670 Main Street, Pleasanton, 462-0814
Best Home Furnishings

Diablo Flooring

5600 Sunol Blvd., Ste. D, Pleasanton, 426-7847
Best Flooring Store

Eddie Papa’s

4889 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 469-6266
Best American Food Restaurant,  

Best Meal Under $20

Gay 90’s Pizza & Pasta

288 Main Street, Pleasanton, 846-2520
Best Pizza

Glover’s Deep Steam

2843 Hopyard Rd., Ste. 190, Pleasanton, 462-4262
Best Carpet Cleaners

Haps Original Steakhouse

122 West Neal Street, Pleasanton, 600-9200
Best Steakhouse

Healthy Necessity Massage

610 Main Street, Ste. E, Pleasanton, 413-2629
Best Massage

The Hop Yard Alehouse & Grill

3015 Hopyard Road, Ste. H, Pleasanton, 426-9600
Best Place for an After Work Drink,  

Best French Fries

Jazz N Taps

1270 Quarry Lane, Pleasanton, 484-0678
Best Place for Dance Lessons

Jue’s Tae Kwon Do

5460 Sunol Blvd., Ste. 8, Pleasanton, 484-0308
Best Martial Arts Studio

Keller Williams

459 Main Street, Pleasanton, 846-4663
Best Real Estate Office

Landmark Mortgage Group

6800 Koll Center Pkwy, Ste. 100, Pleasanton, 600-2000
Best Mortgage Company

Mary Lou Edwards

5199 Johnson Drive, Ste. 110, Pleasanton, 285-5333
Best Mortgage Professional

MD Spa

531 Main Street, Pleasanton, 846-2772
Best Medical Spa

Meadowlark Dairy

57 West Neal Street, Pleasanton, 846-2261
Best Ice Cream / Yogurt Shop

Pleasanton Hand Car Wash

4005 Pimlico Drive, Pleasanton, 225-1777
Best Car Wash

Pleasanton Downtown Association (Concerts in 
the Park) 830 Main Street, Ste. A, Pleasanton, 484-2199

Best Place for a Picnic, Best Place for Live 

Music

Pleasanton Downtown Association (Downtown 
Pleasanton) 830 Main Street, Ste. A, Pleasanton, 484-2199

Best Place to Get Together With Friends,  

Best Place to Meet New People

Precision Auto Repair

164 Wyoming Street, Ste. A, Pleasanton, 462-7440
Best Car Repair

Red Smoke Grill

4501 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 734-0307
Best Barbecue

S&G Carpet and More

6070 Johnson Drive, Ste. F, Pleasanton, 469-8100
Best Carpet Store

Sato Japanese Cuisine

3015 Hopyard Road, Ste K, Pleasanton, 462-3131
Best Sushi / Japanese Restaurant

Savvy Seconds

560 Main Street, Pleasanton, 846-6600
Best Consignment Store, Best Women’s  

Clothing Store

Stacey’s Cafe

310 Main Street, Ste. A, Pleasanton, 461-3113
Best Place for a Business Lunch

Studio 7

400 Main Street, Pleasanton, 846-4322
Best Art Gallery

Sylvan Learning Center

6654 Koll Center Parkway, Ste. 185, Pleasanton, 485-1000
Best Tutoring School

Towne Center Books

555 Main Street, Pleasanton, 846-8826
Best Bookstore

VIP Cleaners 1809 Santa Rita Road, Ste. F, Pleasanton,  
846-4335; 3120 Santa Rita Road, Ste. E, Pleasanton, 462-8838

Best Dry Cleaners

Wente Vineyards

5565 Tesla Road, Livermore, 456-2300
Best Winery 

SHOP, DINE AND EXPERIENCE  
WHY THESE MERCHANTS WERE VOTED #1

View a complete list of winners and their websites  
at PleasantonWeekly.com

2010

CARPET  •  HARDWOOD  •  LAMINATE  •  TILE • VINYL

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OR   
Shop@Home  WWW.DIABLOFLOORING.COM

Diablo Flooring Inc. is here to bring the best possible pricing with the most beautiful 
and complete installation to the Bay Area. We are a small store which lets us give you 

the attention needed for a more professional experience. We cater to residential & 
commercial customers, designer, contractors, and developers.

DIABLO FLOORING, INC

License #898787

FREE ESTIMATES

(925) 426-RUGS (7847)
5600-D Sunol Blvd., Pleasanton, CA 94566

2 LOCATIONS!

(925) 988-WOOD (9663)

2010

Best Carpet Store
Best Flooring Store

BY JEB BING
 The Pleasanton North Rotary 
Club will hold a benefit fundraiser 
tonight to raise money for Rob-
ert Harrison, a Pleasanton resident 
who has undergone two life-saving 
liver transplants in the span of 
three weeks to treat a medical con-
dition known as HHT (Hereditary 
Hemorrhagic Telangiectasias).
 Rotary Club president Brian Da-
miani, an investment advisor, said 
the Western-style barbecue and 
dance will start at 6 p.m. at the 
Alameda County Fairground’s Ivy 
Glen pavilion.
 “When we were made aware of 
Robert’s condition and the over-
whelming medical expenses facing 
him and his family we knew we 
had to act,” Damiani said.
 “As a well known local base-
ball and football coach, Robert has 
given untold hours of coaching 
and mentorship to the children of 
Pleasanton through youth sports,” 
Damiani said. “Now, in his time of 

need, we felt this was our opportu-
nity to give something back to an 
individual who has given so much 
to the Pleasanton community.”
 Food will be provided by Lock-
eford Meats in support of the 
Rotary Club. DJ Scott Ricker of 
Dynamite Sound and Lighting will 
donate his services for dancing 
and line dancing.
 The event is open to the public 
with admission tickets costing $20 
for adults, $10 for those 17 and 
under, with children 6 years old 
and under free. All proceeds from 
the event will be donated to the 
Robert Harrison family, Damiani 
said. 
 An account also has been opened 
for the Robert Harrison family for 
those who wish to contribute sepa-
rately from the Rotary Club fund-
raiser. Donations can be made to 
The Robert Harrison Family, Acct. 
No. 80000525007, First Republic 
Bank, 249 Main St., Pleasanton, CA 
94566. 

BY GLENN WOHLTMANN
 Longtime Pleasanton School 
Board Member Pat Kernan has 
confirmed that he will not seek re-
election.
 “It’s been a long week, and I’ve 
had many discussions with Parvin 
(Ahmadi, Pleas-
anton school 
superintendent) 
and a number 
of board mem-
bers, and I am 
not going to be 
re-upping for 
my fourth term,” 
Kernan said.
 Kernan is currently the board’s 
clerk and has served since the late 
1990s. As an incumbent, his filing 
deadline was Aug. 6.
 Board member Jim Ott has also 
opted not to run, and three people 
have filed for the two seats that 
will be vacated. Non-incumbents 
had until midnight Aug. 11 to file 
campaign paperwork.

 The winners will be sworn in 
Dec. 14.
 Jeff Bowser ran unsuccessfully 
for the Pleasanton school board 
two years ago and has announced 
he will try again. Bowser has a long 
history with the Pleasanton Unified 
School District, first as a teacher at 
Village High School, then as an ad-
ministrator at Amador Valley High. 
He’s now a manager at AT&T.
 Sandy Piderit, who moved to 
Pleasanton in 2008, is also seeking 
one of the two open seats. Piderit 
is currently a visiting associate pro-
fessor at the Naval Postgraduate 
School in Monterey.
 Joan Laursen, president of the 
Pleasanton Parent Teacher Asso-
ciation Council, announced her 
candidacy in March. Laursen has 
been active in local school pro-
grams and fundraising campaigns. 
She also headed last year’s effort to 
gain voter approval of a parcel tax 
and has spearheaded community 
fundraising campaigns. 

Fundraiser for Robert Harrison
Popular Pleasanton coach undergoes liver transplants

Kernan out of school race
Three so far have filed to run for two open seats



BY GLENN WOHLTMANN 
A Livermore woman recently ar-

rested for allegedly having sex with 
two boys is due in Pleasanton Su-
perior Court on Monday to enter a 
plea on 67 felony charges.

Christine Shreeve Hubbs, 42, 
was booked into Santa Rita Jail for 
the alleged sexual assault of two 
boys which police said began in 
December 2008. Hubbs was ar-
rested Thursday on suspicion of 
having sex with the underage boys 
since then, police said. 

 She began making advances on 
one of the boys when he was 14 
and dating her daughter, also 14, 
officials said.
 The charges include counts of 
oral copulation, lewd acts on a 
child, and exhibition of lewd mate-
rial to a minor.
 Hubbs allegedly sent messages 
and nude pictures of herself to the 
boys from her cell phone. After 
contacting the victims, she would 
then allegedly drive them in her 
black 2006 Hummer H2 to dif-

ferent locations in Livermore and 
have sex with them, police said.
 She also faces charges of con-
tributing to the delinquency of a 
minor; police allege she let a group 
of boys shoot a plastic pellet gun 
from her car, Livermore police Lt. 
Matt Sarsfield said.
 Court records show Hubbs drove 
boys ages 9 to 14 around Liver-
more on June 29, hitting speeds of 
up to 60 mph. The boys shot Air-
soft guns — purchased for them by 
Hubbs — and hit a youngster on a 

bicycle, according to court records, 
which also state that Hubbs did 
nothing to stop them.
 That information came to police 
attention while they were investi-
gating the alleged sexual assaults 
by Hubbs. No one was seriously 
injured by the plastic pellets, and 
Sarsfield said none of the boys in 
the car has come forward as a vic-
tim in the sexual assault case.
 Hubbs has been married for 
about 20 years to her husband 
Timothy, a dentist, and has three 
children, according to her Face-
book and MySpace pages. More 
than half of the 36 friends on MyS-
pace have pages displaying ages 18 
or younger.
 Hubbs’ Facebook page says she 
works in the dental office and that she 
“taxi(s) kids around after school.”

 Police began their investigation 
into sexual assault charges after 
receiving a tip from someone con-
nected to Hubbs. Both victims are 
cooperating with the investigation, 
Sarsfield said. The first victim was 
contacted after police received the 
tip. The second victim came for-
ward voluntarily a few days later, 
he said.
 Police say Hubbs provided the 
victims with Visa gift cards, din-
ners at restaurants and video game 
consoles.
 Hubbs hired a lawyer last week 
after learning of the investigation, 
Sarsfield said. She was arrested 
Thursday evening and was ordered 
held in Santa Rita Jail on $4.3 mil-
lion bail. 

—Bay City News  
contributed to this story.
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TAKE US ALONG
Salute to 
the Weekly: 
Kristen, Kevin 
and Marilyn 
Ludt and their 
Weekly visit 
the Naval Civil 
War Museum 
in Columbus, 
Ga., where 
they attended 
Kevin’s gradu-
ation from 
basic training 
at Fort Ben-
ning.

Woman headed to court Monday  
to enter plea on sexual assault charges

Allegedly began attempt to seduce 14-year-old who was dating her daughter

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
 Doggies were mellow last Wednes-
day evening at Lions Wayside Park 
as they entered the 2010 Pooch Pa-
rade at First Wednesday, which was 
themed “Dog Days of Summer.” 
 Canines were clothed as baseball 
players, fairies and sausages. One 
with rubber ducks stuck to him was 
wearing a sign reading “Chick mag-
net.” Some owners — young and 
old — were outfitted to match. 
 At 6 p.m. the Pleasanton Fife & 
Drum Corps led the dogs up Main 
Street and down, returning to the 
park to complete their event entries 
and to hear the winners of the con-
tests as well as drawings. 
 The trick competition was held 
in front of the crowd and everyone 
applauded as they went through 
their paces. The winner, Bogie, 
fetched a small cooler for his owner 
Diana Kimbrough and, after she 

opened it, drew out a canned soda 
and carried it to her.
 The parade is sponsored by the 
Tri-Valley Puppy Raisers and is a 
fundraiser for training guide dogs 
for the blind. This year 210 dogs 
registered at $10 for each category.
 The winners were:
■ Most Creative Costume: 1st 
place Bella & Tobiko with Shirley 
Wu; 2nd place Asha with Bar-
bara Erwin; 3rd place Woody with 
Marta Skoog
■ Cute Enough As Is (naked pooch 
under 30 pounds): 1st place Lucy 
with Brian and Esther Ramsell; 2nd 
place Boomer with Alex Notting-
ham; 3rd place Silo with Natalie 
Szabados
■ Best Team Outfit (human and 
pooch): 1st place …clair with Erin 
Brandes; 2nd place Toots with Sara 
Anderson; 3rd place Benny with 
Amanda Cooper

■ Oldest Pooch: Reba at 16 years 8 
months with the Purnell family
■ Cute Enough As Is (naked pooch 
over 30 pounds): 1st place Zibah 
with Conrad Levoit; 2nd place So-
phie Jane with Karen Borie; 3rd 
place Pilot with Larry Valenzin
■ Puppy Fun (pooches under 2): 
1st place Tobiko with Keith Shin-
tari; 2nd place Calypso with Carlos 
Diaz and Janet Diersen; 3rd place 
Brody with Patti & Rich Ambrose
■ Farthest Pooch: Sophie Jane with 
Karen Borie from Long Beach
■ Senior Pooch (10 years and 
older): 1st place Cyrus with Janet 
Dierson; 2nd place Bogie with 

Diana Kimbrough; 3rd place Levi 
with Christopher Glaeson
■ Best Trick: 1st place Bogie with 
Diana Kimbrough; 2nd place Win-
ston with Kathi and Steve Finley; 
3rd place Sadie with Sherry Konig

 First-place winners received $20 
gift cards; second place, $10 gift 
cards; and third place, $5. All of the 
winners received ribbons.
 “But it’s really all about the brag-
ging rights,” said the emcee. 

Pooches parade proudly
Dogs are crowd-pleasers,  

from chihuahuas to mastiffs

DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI 

Pooches strut up Main Street shortly after 6 p.m. in the annual Pooch Parade at 
last week’s First Wednesday. At left, Callie, an Imperial Shih Tzu, is dressed as a 
wind-up toy by her owner, Margaret Stone.
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viding other amenities, including $1 
million in traffic mitigation fees, an 
all-terrain fire truck and an advance 
on fees future homeowners in their 
development would be assessed by 
the Pleasanton school district.
 Further, because the develop-
ment agreement was signed in No-
vember 2007, the 30 days oppo-
nents have to file for a referendum 
have long since passed.
 Also, while the council care-
fully sidestepped entangling the 
city in the Ayala vs. Lins court 
cases, thereby avoiding any cost to 
taxpayers, it could now be on the 
hook for hundreds of thousands, 
if not millions of dollars in legal 
fees if it defends itself in the Lins’ 

new lawsuit, where it is the sole 
defendant. If the council decides to 
defend the city against the Lins, the 
legal battle could well extend once 
again to the Superior Court, Court 
of Appeal and state Supreme Court 
no matter which side prevails as 
the process moves forward.
 At its next meeting, on Aug. 17, 
the City Council is expected to ap-
prove a settlement agreement that 
will award two affordable housing 
coalitions $1.9 million in (taxpay-
er-paid) legal fees they incurred 
in their successful court fight to 
nullify the city’s 1996 housing cap, 
which the city has now done. In 
addition, the city also paid its out-
side counsel Tom Brown $500,000 
for his legal services in representing 
the city in the litigation.
 The council could also vote to 

accept the Lins’ argument that the 
June 8 referendum left Ordinance 
1962 in place and allow the Oak 
Grove project to proceed. That 
would require a majority vote and 
no legal costs. The same three 
who voted in favor of Oak Grove 
— Hosterman, Cook-Kallio and 
Thorne — still constitute the ma-
jority on the council, at least until 
the Nov. 2 municipal election.
 If the council decides to defend 
the city against the Lins’ suit, it 
will likely argue that Ordinance 
1961 and Ordinance 1962 were 
inseparable, that a “poison pill” 
provision was inserted into the 
language of both ordinances that in 
effect makes one invalid if the other 
is declared invalid.
 But in their lawsuit, the Lins, 
through their attorney Andrew B. 

Sabey of the San Francisco law firm 
of Cox, Castle & Nicholson LLP, 
argue that the poison pill language 
was only included in the text of the 
ordinances and was not “a condi-
tion or term in the actual Develop-
ment Agreement.”
 “The Development Agreement is 
an integrated contract and makes 
no reference to the ‘poison pill’ 
language whatsoever,” Sabey states 
in the lawsuit.
 “The city has ordered the PUD 
referendum petition to be placed 
on the ballot for the June 8, 2010 
regular election,” Sabey continues 
in his Development Agreement 
brief filed the same date. “The 
referendum, if successful, would 
set aside the PUD Ordinance. Set-
ting aside the PUD Ordinance will 
give rise to a claim, already in-

formally asserted by proponents 
of the PUD Referendum Petition, 
that referendum will also have the 
effect of setting aside the Develop-
ment Agreement even though the 
Development Agreement itself was 
not referended and should remain 
in full force and effect regardless of 
the outcome of the PUD Referen-
dum Petition.”
 “Thus,” Sabey adds, “the pending 
PUD Referendum Petition presents 
a circumstance requiring the city to 
acknowledge, protect and reaffirm 
the Development Agreement and 
the vested rights it confers in favor 
of the Lins.”
 If the City Council decides to de-
fend the city against the Lins’ claim, 
the first hearings in Superior Court 
are expected to start in late spring 
or summer of 2011. 

NEWS

OAK GROVE
Continued from Page 5

massages, will open in a permanent 
location near the Cheesecake Fac-
tory mall entrance this summer.
 Later this year, Brighton Collect-
ibles will open on the upper level 
above Grand Court. The jewelry 
and accessories retailer expects to 
be open before the Christmas holi-
day shopping season starts.
 In addition, the existing Gap spac-
es at the mall are currently undergo-
ing a complete remodel to bring the 
Stoneridge locations in line with the 
brand’s existing store concept.
 “We are thrilled to increase the 

lineup of shops at Stoneridge Shop-
ping Center,” said Carrie Williams, 
director of marketing and business 
development. “Complementing our 
extensive selection of retailers, these 
fantastic additions will continue to 
improve the shopping experience 
for our customers.” 

—Jeb Bing

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
 Museum On Main recognized 
the first recipients of its new 
Heritage Awards on Saturday at 
its annual fundraiser, “Brothels, 
Bar Rooms and Bandits.”
 The awards were established 
earlier this year to recognize ef-
forts to preserve the community’s 
history. The Board of Directors 
felt that recognizing people for 
their often unsung work is a 
central part of the museum’s mis-
sion.
 For several months, the Muse-
um solicited nominations, which 
were reviewed by history and 
preservation professionals along 
with members of the board.
 The recipients of the awards 
were chosen as follows:
■ Historic Preservation-Commer-
cial: Bud Cornett, for significant 
and lasting contributions to the 
history of Pleasanton through 
the renovation and restoration of 
the Kolln Hardware Building as 
an extraordinary effort to main-
tain the historic character of the 
downtown.
■ Historic Preservation-Residen-
tial: Teri and John Banholzer for 
the renovation and the restora-
tion of their home on St. Mary 
Street as an outstanding effort in 
the use of original and replicated 
historic materials to reconstruct 

their building to maintain the 
character of the neighborhood.
■ Historic Organization: Alame-
da County Fairgrounds as it ap-
proaches its 100th anniversary for 
its contributions to the quality of 
life and by maintaining commu-
nity traditions.
■ Historic Business: Christesen’s, 
which has been a part of the 
downtown Pleasanton landscape 
since 1923 and has done much to 
keep the community connected to 
its historic roots as a farming and 
ranching community.
■ History Educator of the Year: 
Nicole Dalesio, a third-grade 
teacher at Fairlands Elementary 
for her innovative work with her 
students in studying local history 
and for promoting her love of this 
community and its history world-
wide through her amazing video 
productions.
■ Phoebe Apperson Hearst Award: 
Bill Apperson for his significant 
and lasting contributions to the 
history of Pleasanton and sustain-
ing the important contributions 
and legacy made by the Apperson 
and Hearst families in this com-
munity.
 Museum On Main is located at 
603 Main St. in Pleasanton. Call 
462-2766 or visit www.museu-
monmain.org. 

Museum announces first 
Heritage Awards

Recipients lauded at ‘Brothels’ fundraiser

BY GLENN WOHLTMANN
 The Pleasanton staffing com-
pany accused of swindling temp 
workers in Oregon and California 
has judgments totaling more than 
$12,600 against it going back to 
2006, state records show.
 Aptitude Staffing Solutions of 
Pleasanton has a total of nine cases 
at the state Department of In-
dustrial Relations, which handles 
wage claims. Seven of those case 
have been resolved: The company 
made a payment of $458 to Chris-
topher Sandaine on an outstand-
ing judgment in August 2006; 
Aptitude was ordered in January 
2007 to pay $3,300 to Yameko 
Frederick, including $2,982 under 
labor code section 203 which, 
according to state code, “occurs 
when an employer intentionally 
fails to pay wages to an employee 
when those wages are due.”
 In March 2008, Carrie Mar-
tin received a judgment from the 
labor board against Aptitude total-
ing $1076 under the same code 
section, and in December 2009, 
Aptitude was ordered to pay Cyn-
thia Lopez $7797. This included 
unpaid wages, a section 203 judg-
ment and $1,840 in “other com-
pensation,” although the reason 
for that additional compensation 
is not spelled out in state docu-
ments. One case was dismissed 

because the worker making the 
claim did not appear, and infor-
mation on the other case was not 
available from the labor board.
 Aptitude Staffing Solutions, 
owned and operated by Darren 
Lawson, according to state re-
cords, also has two pending cases 
in California and an investigation 
has begun in Oregon over claims 
from temp workers hired by him 
to work at two Safeway ware-
houses. 
 One of the workers in Oregon, 
David McMullen, said he has two 
main concerns about Aptitude. 
McMullen, who said he’s owed 
$563, is worried about taxes on 
the wages he earned.
 “He (Lawson) was taking out 
taxes, but what if he wasn’t paying 
them?” McMullen said. He also 
said that some of the workers in 
Oregon aren’t filing claims.
 “It’s too much of a hassle,” Mc-
Mullen said. “I just think the guy 
should be held accountable.”
 The firm has operated in Walnut 
Creek and in Pleasanton, where 
Aptitude’s business license expired 
nearly two years ago.
 Aptitude claims 10 employees 
in one online site, while at an-
other site, it claims 600 employees. 
Meanwhile, Aptitude operates out 
of a single rented office at a local 
firm specializing in providing office 

space and receptionist services.
 Aptitude no longer seems to 
be posting jobs on the Internet, 
although some lingering positions 
— some as late as mid-July — are 
still on several popular sites for 
jobseekers.
 The company also claims on its 
LinkedIn site that it began opera-
tions in 2001, although its owner, 
Lawson, claims in his online re-
sume that he worked for interna-
tionally known recruiter Robert 
Half at that time.
 In an online bio, Lawson claims 
to provide “services to Fortune 
500 companies and representing 
top talent nationwide,” and says 
he wants to provide “satisfaction 
and fulfillment of executing a 
placement that contributes to the 
well-being of all parties involved.”
 Although Aptitude promises 
“advanced recruiting technology,” 
McMullen said that technology 
was mostly last-minute calls from 
Lawson.
 “He’d call me with hours that 
he needed filled. I called around 
and put people in those spots,” 
McMullen said.
 McMullen said he thinks Safe-
way — which last week said it had 
severed relations with Aptitude — 
should be held accountable, too.
 “They knew we weren’t getting 
paid,” he said. “They allowed it.” 

Gaskell hoped to receive before 
leaving Sunday.
 Gaskell, who served in the Army 
from 1973 to 1985 and in the Na-
tional Guard from 1988 to 1994, 
is homeless — one of an estimated 
15,000 homeless vets in Northern 
California.
 Not everyone can be helped, 
Gainer said, noting that one of 
his clients wouldn’t come, despite 
the services the Stand Down of-
fers.
 Job placement help was avail-
able, along with residential pro-

grams and legal and tax advice. 
The Social Security Administra-
tion was on hand, as was the 
California Department of Motor 
Vehicles and even a court.
 That court was started in 2000 
by Pleasanton Judge Ron Hyde 
after he learned about legal ser-
vices offered at the original stand 
down, which is still held annually 
in San Diego.
 “I decided because we’re called 
East Bay Stand Down, we should 
have more than Alameda courts 
here,” Hyde said. “This was the 
first multi-jurisdictional homeless 
court in the U.S.”
 The Stand Down may help 

many, but it’s not easy work. Some 
of the veterans have post-traumat-
ic stress disorder, or alcohol or 
drug problems. Some have emo-
tional problems.
 Although no one from the Tri-
Valley was there to receive ser-
vices, volunteers from Pleasanton 
and Contra Costa County, includ-
ing judges, came to help.
 That included Congressman 
Jerry McNerney (D-Pleasanton), 
who was in town for the weekend 
before heading back to Wash-
ington for Tuesday’s vote in the 
House of Representatives on the 
jobs bill the Senate passed last 
Wednesday. 

Company accused of not paying workers 
has history of such claims

State shows judgments going back to 2006

STONERIDGE
Continued from Page 5

STAND DOWN
Continued from Page 5
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Let digging begin  
at Staples Ranch

Dear Editor,
 Through a number of sources, 
we have heard that an agreement 
regarding the development of 
Stoneridge Creek Continuing Life 
Communities and other Staples 
Ranch property is at hand. It has 
been a long time coming!
 As prospective residents of 
Stoneridge Creek, we are thrilled 
that the many involved entities, 
i.e., the cities of Pleasanton, Liv-
ermore and Dublin, as well as 
Alameda County, Alameda Creek 
Alliance, Safe Streets Pleasanton 
and other involved parties have 
all worked together to assure that 
each group’s needs are met. We are 
thankful for all their efforts. It is 
our fervent hope that the details of 
this long-awaited asset to Pleasan-
ton can now be approved by our 
City Council at its meeting Aug. 
24. Let the digging begin!

Bart and Barbara Costerus

Clock is ticking  
for seniors
Dear Editor,
 If the people impeding the ap-
proval of Stoneridge Creek Continu-
ing Life Community could see its 
sister communities in Southern Cali-
fornia at Carlsbad and Thousand 
Oaks, they would be anxious to see 
a similar high quality, architectur-
ally beautiful development become 
part of the city of Pleasanton. More 
importantly, Stoneridge Creek will 
be a much needed addition to living 
options in Pleasanton, in the Valley, 
and in the Bay Area for seniors as 
they age and become infirm.
 Stoneridge Creek CLC has lis-
tened to the groups that have had 
objections to the development of 
the Staples Ranch area. Stoneridge 
Creek’s willingness and diligence 
in addressing their concerns shows 
the corporation’s desire to be an 
excellent neighbor in Pleasanton. 
 For entry into Stoneridge Creek, 
residents must be able to live inde-
pendently according to state regu-

lations. As the days, months and 
now years (nearly five) go by, many 
would-be residents are becoming 
unable to meet that requirement. 
Pleasanton residents who had 
planned to live in Stoneridge Creek 
have had to withdraw their appli-
cations and move away to obtain 
similar living arrangements.
 We urge the City Council mem-
bers to do what is necessary to 
approve Stoneridge Creek soon! 
Once approvals are in place, it will 
take an additional two-and-a-half 
to three years for completion and 
for residents to be able to move in. 
The clock is ticking for many of us 
who hope to be residents of  
Stoneridge Creek.

Karen and Darryl Albertson
Livermore; former Pleasanton 

residents for over 30 years

BofA needs parking

Dear Editor,
 I am responding to Rayan 
Fowler’s letter to the editor pub-
lished July 23 regarding the need 
for Bank of America to open up its 
parking lot to the public. While 
I understand the need for more 
parking throughout downtown, 
as a Bank of America customer, I 
can tell you that I am extremely 
frustrated when I cannot find a 
place to park in the lot on a Sat-
urday, during the farmers market, 
to do my banking. As Ms. Fowler 
states, people are in and out of the 
farmers market in 30 minutes, but 
that doesn’t help me out for the 
less than five minutes I need to do 
MY banking! So please understand 
that your convenience is also an 
inconvenience to me!

June Wong

LETTERS

Opinion

As we reported exclusively in our daily online edition 
Monday (www.pleasantonweekly.com) and in today’s 
print edition of the Pleasanton Weekly, a multi-million-

dollar development project called Oak Grove is still very much 
on the table. This despite a 54% vote by Pleasanton voters 
against Oak Grove in a referendum June 8. At that time, 6,065 
voters cast ballot opposed to Measure D, which would have ac-
cepted the City Council’s decision in 2007 that approved Oak 
Grove, with 5,104 voters favoring the plan. A total of 11,169 
votes were cast overall out of a total of more than 38,000 
registered voters. The landowners of the 562 acres called Oak 
Grove — Jennifer and Frederic Lin — want to develop 51 
custom home lots on a portion of the land and have agreed to 
give 496 acres free of charge to the city of Pleasanton for use 
as a park. In a lawsuit filed June 8 and served on the city last 
Friday, the Lins claim that only Ordinance 1961 was part of the 
Measure D referendum. That ordinance dealt with the layout 
of the proposed lots, or the Planned Unit Development (PUD). 
The actual development agreement giving the Lins the right to 
develop Oak Grove was contained in a companion Ordinance 
1962, which was not referended. It’s still in force, the Lins’ San 
Francisco law firm says. Because it was approved in 2007, the 
30-day period to referend that ordinance has long since passed 
and the Lins’ suit filed in Alameda County Superior Court 
seeks injunctive relief to let the project proceed.
 This puts the council members, whether in favor of Oak 
Grove or opposed, in a dilemma. If Ordinance 1962 rules, they 
have to decide if it’s worth what could be millions of dollars 
in legal fees to fight the claim in hopes that the courts eventu-
ally will rule that both ordinances were paired together. It was 
thought at the time the two ordinances were inseparable with 
a “poison pill” clause that rules that if one was declared invalid, 
the other one would be voided, too. That will no doubt be the 
argument City Attorney Jonathan Lowell discusses with the 
council behind closed doors early next month when a decision 
is made on how to respond to the Lins’ lawsuit.
 The suit comes at a difficult time for the council. Next Tues-
day, it will sign a settlement agreement with two affordable 
housing coalitions that successfully battled the city in the 
courts over its 1996 housing cap law, which has now been 
declared illegal. As part of the settlement, the city will pay the 
coalitions $1.9 million in legal fees after already paying its 
own outside legal counsel Tom Brown $500,000 for defend-
ing the city over a three-year period.
 Earlier, the city negotiated a costly settlement with the 
Guggenheim Corp. over the council’s refusal to allow Dan-
iel Guggenheim his bid to convert the 204-unit Vineyard 
Villa mobile home park from rental units to condominiums. 
Guggenheim had sued Pleasanton for $29 million in damages. 
The council reversed its decision after the 9th Circuit Court of 
Appeal ruled that a similar action by the city of Goleta con-
stituted “a taking of the Guggenheims’ Rancho Mobile Home 
Park property” in that city.
 If City Attorney Lowell and other legal advisors determine 
that the Lins are right, that Ordinance 1962 was not part of 
last June’s referendum, it would seem foolhardy and costly 
to try to prove otherwise. Those opposed to Oak Grove at 
any cost have to look at their mistake in not clearly adding 
both ordinances to the Measure D referendum petition and 
ask if it’s worth the risk of duking it out to the final bell 
where the courts could rule that the Lins can develop Oak 
Grove anyhow with Pleasanton taxpayers footing all of the 
legal costs. 
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POLICE REPORT

The Pleasanton Police Department 
made the following information avail-
able. Under the law, those charged 
with offenses are considered innocent 
until convicted.

Aug. 2
Theft

■ 5:41 p.m. in the 4400 block of 
Willow Road; identity theft

■ 6:06 p.m. in the 1700 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; identity theft

■ 8:48 p.m. in the 7000 block of 
Johnson Drive; grand theft

Burglary

■ 10:13 p.m. in the 9100 block of 
Olson Court; burglary

Battery

■ 1:24 p.m. in the 3600 block of 
Fieldview Court

Vandalism

■ 8:50 a.m. at the intersection of 
W. Las Positas Boulevard and 
Muirwood Drive

■ 8:53 a.m. in the 7300 block of 
Johnson Street

■ 1:43 p.m. in the 2800 block of El 
Capitan Drive

■ 4:38 p.m. at the intersection of 
Meadowbrook Court and Forest Hill 
Drive

Drug/alcohol charges

■ 12:59 a.m. in the 300 block of Ray 
Street; public drunkenness, obstruct-
ing justice

■ 12:07 p.m. at the intersection of 
Santa Rita Road and Mohr Avenue; 
bicycle riding under the influence of 
alcohol or drugs

■ 5:19 p.m. in the 3400 block of 
Cornerstone Court; possession of a 
controlled substance

Aug. 3
Theft

■ 9:58 a.m. in the 6010 Johnson 
Drive; grand theft

■ 3:18 p.m. in the 100 block of Wild 
Flower Lane; forgery

■ 4:25 p.m. in the 3800 block of 
Kamp Drive; identity theft

■ 5:01 p.m. in the 7000 block of 
Johnson Drive; grand theft

Automotive burglary

■ 8:56 a.m. in the 3800 block of 
Vineyard Drive

Vandalism

■ 11:46 a.m. at the intersection of 

Stoneridge Drive and Trevor Parkway

■ 11:48 a.m. at the intersection of 
Main Street and Vervais Street

■ 10:08 p.m. in the 2100 block of 
Rheem Drive

Drug/alcohol charges

■ Midnight in the 800 block of Main 
Street; public drunkenness

■ 6 p.m. at the intersection of Santa 
Rita Road and Mohr Avenue; DUI

Aug. 4
Theft

■ 12:51 a.m. in the 1500 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; grand theft

■ 12:56 a.m. in the 1700 block of 
Santa Rita Road; possession of sto-
len property

■ 10:55 a.m. in the 200 block of 
Trenton Circle; identity theft

■ 11:14 a.m. in the 2400 block of 
Skylark Way; identity theft

Burglary

■ 8:20 a.m. in the 3600 block of 
Andrews Drive

Vandalism

■ 3:32 p.m. in the 4800 block of 
Bernal Avenue

Drug/alcohol charges

■ 4:19 p.m. in the 600 block of Main 
Street; public drunkenness

■ 9:33 p.m. in the 4100 block of 
Vineyard Avenue; possession of mari-
juana

■ 11:27 p.m. at the intersection of 
Main Street and St. Mary Street; 
public drunkenness

■ 11:40 p.m. in the 600 block of Main 
street; public drunkenness

Aug. 5
Theft

■ 7:51 a.m. in the 3500 block of 
Mendenhall Court; auto theft, bur-
glary

■ 9:37 a.m. in the 4800 block of 
Saginaw Court; identity theft

■ 2:12 p.m. in the 4400 block of 
Railroad Avenue; grand theft

■ 10:23 p.m. in the 7100 block of 
Johnson Drive; identity theft

Burglary

■ 6:10 a.m. in the 3200 block of 
Flemington Court

■ 5:51 p.m. in the 7600 block of 
Canyon Meadows Court

Automotive burglary

■ 11:54 a.m. in the 5900 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

■ 1:22 p.m. at the intersection of Vine 
Street and Birch Creek Drive

Battery

■ 7 p.m. in the 6800 block of Santa 
Rita Road

Drug/alcohol charges

■ 12:32 a.m. at the intersection of St. 
Mary Street and Peters Avenue; pub-
lic drunkenness

■ 1:42 a.m. at the intersection of 
Santa Rita Road and Stoneridge 
Drive; public drunkenness

■ 2:05 a.m. at the intersection of Main 
Street and Old Bernal Avenue; pub-
lic drunkenness

■ 6:22 p.m. in the 800 block of Main 
Street; possession of alcohol by a 
minor

Aug. 6
Theft

■ 1:21 p.m. in the 5500 block of W. 
Las Positas Boulevard; grand theft

■ 4:37 p.m. in the1500 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft

■ 4:49 p.m. in the 4500 block of 
Rosewood Drive; grand theft

■ 8:03 p.m. in the 1500 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft

Burglary

■ 11:41 a.m. in the 5200 block of 
Crestline Way

Battery

■ 7:10 p.m. at the intersection of First 
Street and E. Angela Street

Drug/alcohol charges

■ 1:10 a.m. in the 400 block of St. 
Mary Street; public drunkenness

■ 2:52 p.m. in the 8100 block of 
Moller Ranch road; DUI

Aug. 7
Theft

■ 1:17 p.m. in the 300 block of Main 
Street; grand theft

■ 6:47 pm. in the first block of W. 
Angela Street; grand theft

Battery

■ 1:33 p.m. in the 3700 block of 
Vineyard Avenue

Threats

■ 9:45 p.m. in the 4000 block of 
Vineyard Avenue

Drug/alcohol charges

■ 12:52 a.m. in the 4800 block of 
Hopyard Road; DUI

■ 5:55 p.m. in the 5800 block of 
Parkside Drive; public drunkenness

Aug. 8
Forgery

■ 2:39 p.m. in the 600 block of Main 
Street

Burglary

■ 8:21 pm. in the 1800 block of Santa 
Rita Road

Battery

■ 2:32 a.m. in the 3700 block of 
Vineyard Avenue

Vandalism

■ 7:31 p.m. in the 4500 block of 
Rosewood Drive

Drug/alcohol charges

■ 1:44 a.m. in the 1800 block of Santa 
Rita Road; DUI

■ 10:50 p.m. in the 600 block of 
Peters Avenue; public drunkenness

Charges made after 
shoplifting sprees

 Four woman have been ar-
rested on grand theft charges 
after thefts at two local stores, 
according to police reports.
 In one incident at about 2:50 
p.m. Aug. 6, clothing worth 
$416 was stolen from Kohls on 
Rosewood Drive. Raylene Marie 
Hernandez, 24, and Paula Renee 
Escalera, 23, were charged with 
grand larceny. Their addresses 
were not available.
 In the other incident, Mirta 
Bersalet Rodriguez-Reyes, 26, and 
Mayra Michelle Rodriguez-Reyes, 
22, both of Fremont, were arrested 
at about 1 a.m. Aug. 4 in con-

nection with the theft of jewelry, 
clothing and sunglasses totaling 
more than $522 from JC Penny at 
Stoneridge Shopping Center. They 
were charged with grand larceny.

Teen charged in 
Pleasanton car theft
 A 19-year-old has been ar-
rested in connection with the 
theft of a 1990 Toyota Camry 
on Aug. 4, according to police 
reports.
 Christopher Shawn Schwenk, 
no address listed, was charged 
with auto theft and auto bur-
glary. The car was stolen from 
the 1500 block of Santa Rita 
Road, the report said.

POLICE BULLETIN

DID YOU KNOW?

Our CARF-accredited Teen Drug and Alcohol  
Recovery program offers affordable substance 
abuse treatment services for Tri-Valley teens. 

Contact Program Director Amie Sousa  

at 925.201.6201 or asousa@axishealth.org.

Axis Community Health...here when you need us. 

www.axishealth.org

WEEKLY MEETING NOTICES

ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 AND PUBLIC COMMENT IS WELCOME

The above represents a sampling of upcoming meeting items. 
For complete information, please visit  

www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/community/calendar

City Council
Tuesday, August 17, 2010 @ 7:00 p.m.
City Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

Pleasanton and Urban Habitat Public Advocates and 
Attorney General

Human Services Commission

Housing Commission

City Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

Community Pulse POLICE BULLETIN & LOG



OPEN MONDAY  

TO SATURDAY 8AM TO 6 PM

AND SUNDAYS  

8:30AM TO 5:30PM
Senior discounts given Monday thru Friday

Rain check policy on every wash

www.pleasantonhandcarwash.com

2009

Thanks For Again Voting Us

“Best Car Wash!”

PLEASANTON  
HAND CAR WASH

Comfortable  

outdoor  

seating area.

great selection of 

greeting cards, car 

accessories, toys 

and a variety of soft 

drinks and snacks.

  

station.

Most wash services 

minutes.

Full service custom 

detail.

Full service wash and 

detail for boats and 

motor homes.

Clean indoor waiting 

room with TV and 

daily newspaper.

2010
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Jacqueline Ray Ritchie 

 Jacqueline Ray Ritchie died Aug. 
7 in Pleasanton at the age of 45.
 She was born 
June 8, 1965, in 
Wells, England. 
She was a mem-
ber of Scotland’s 
National Table 
Tennis Team in 
1981-82, and 
she majored in 
interior design 
at Napier University in Edinburgh. 
She lived in Pleasanton for 15 years 
and was a member of the St. An-
drew’s Society of Oakland, and was 
a keen swimmer, skier and tennis 
player. She loved life and loved 
parties.
 She is survived by her husband 
of 20 years Colin Ritchie and sons 
Cameron Grant Ritchie and Stuart 
Ray Ritchie of Pleasanton; parents 
Ray and Isabel Hammond of Falkirk, 
Scotland; and sister Kirstie Dawson 
of Strathnaver, Scotland. A celebra-
tion of her life was held Aug. 12 at 
Graham Hitch Mortuary in Pleasan-
ton. The family will be taking her 
ashes back to Scotland for scattering. 
Donations may be made to Hope 
Hospice in Dublin or to the Camer-
on and Stuart Ritchie College Fund, 
c/o Nancy Wigley, 3565 Whitehall 
Court, Pleasanton 94566.

Estero (Ed) Buccella  

 Estero (Ed) Buccella died July 16 
in Central Point, Ore., at the age of 
90 after dividing his time the last 
few years between there and Pleas-
anton.
 He was born May 25, 1920, in 
Somerville, Mass, and grew up in 

the North End of Boston. His moth-
er died when he was very young, 
and he and his brother and their 
father struggled to survive during 
the Depression. He met and married 
Kitty, and they both served in the 
U.S. Army during World War II.
 Mr. Buccella was called “Stado” 
by his friends as a young man. 
More recently, everyone knew him 
as “Ed,” “Eddie” or “Fast Eddie.” He 
worked for more than 30 years for 
Daniels Printing Co. in Boston and 
Everett, Mass., where he operated 
printing and bindery machinery.
 In 2004, he moved to the West 
Coast to live with his daughters 
and their husbands in Pleasanton 
and in Central Point. He traveled 
with his family to Maui, Arizona, 
Southern Cali-
fornia, on camp-
ing trips and to 
Las Vegas. He 
loved horse rac-
ing and poker, 
and played poker 
with his friends 
at the Pleasanton 
Senior Center. 
 He was preceded in death by his 
wife Kitty and brother Bob. He is 
survived by his daughters and son-
in-laws Cynthia and Bob Flaherty 
of Pleasanton, and Sylvia and Bill 
Horton of Central Point, Ore.; four 
grandchildren and four great-grand-
children. Memorial services will be 
held in Boston in late September.

John Louis Emmons 

 Pleasanton resident John Louis 
Emmons, CEO of Peregrine Falcon 
Corp., which he co-founded, died 
of cancer in Pleasanton on July 20 
at the age of 52. 
 He was born on Dec. 27, 1957, 
in Van Nuys, the only son of John 
Burton Emmons and Emily Char-
lotte French Emmons. He graduated 

from Purdue University in 1980 
with a degree in biology and became 
a science teacher and coach at St. 
Stephen’s School in Bradenton, Fla.
 In 1985, he moved to Fremont 
and worked as a sales representa-
tive for A.H. Robbins and Searle 
Pharmaceuticals. He earned an MBA 
from St. Mary’s College in 1992. He 
was married in 1987 to Victoria 
Stober, a health care executive.
 In 1994, Mr. 
Emmons and 
his partner, Rob 
Hardesty, formed 
the Pleasanton-
based Peregrine 
Falcon Corp., 
an engineering 
and manufac-
turing company 
specializing in lightweight compo-
nents for the aerospace industry.
 Mr. Emmons, known to his 
friends as Jack, was an avid chef 
and golfer, known for his acerbic 
wit, support of young people, love 
of travel and sport, and generosity. 
He was often seen downtown on 
weekends walking his dogs, eat-
ing at Main Street restaurants, or 
handing out bottles of champagne 
to Tully’s employees who worked 
Christmas Day. He was past presi-
dent of the Rotary Cub of Warm 
Springs in Fremont and a member 
of Castlewood Country Club.
 He is survived by his wife Vic-
toria Emmons of Pleasanton; step-
daughter Katharine Stober and son-
in-law Robert Tuck of New York; 
sisters Leslie Bennett of Houston, 
Texas, Judy Hanson of Buffalo, 
N.Y., and Susan Johnson of Knapp, 
Wis.; pets, family, friends and col-
leagues. Funeral services were held 
at St. Clare’s Episcopal Church on 
July 28. Donations may be made 
in his name to the Rotary Club of 
Warm Springs Foundation, P.O. 
Box 14665, Fremont 94539.

OBITUARIES
WEDDINGS ● ENGAGEMENTS ● OBITUARIES ● BIRTHS

Transitions

FIRST LESSON 
FREE!

Learn to dance from 
Arthur Murray’s 

professional dance 
teachers with personal 

one-on-one lessons, 
group classes, 

and practice parties. 
Call today!

www.ArthurMurrayLive.com

Learn to DANCE and have FUN doing it.

Hayward

510-537-8706
Livermore

925-456-5556
Redwood City

650-216-7501

Gift 
Certifi cates

Available

Couples 
& Singles 
Invited

Don’t just hand your teen  
the car keys. Have them sign for it.

BOB MCGLINCHY, CLU
Insurance Agent
925.846.0880

1987 Santa Rita Road Ste E, Pleasanton
bobmcglinchy@allstate.com
CA Lic: 0627529

Ask me how.

Over 4,000 teen drivers die in car crashes 
every year. Just talking to them can change 
that. Call or drop by for the Allstate Parent-Teen 
Driving Contract. It will help you and your teen 
start the conversation about safe driving.

Discounts are subject to terms, conditions and availability. Actual savings will vary. Allstate Indemnity 
Company, Northbrook, IL. © 2009 Allstate Insurance Company

925.939.3333 

2791 North Main St., Walnut Creek, CA

www.lawrencevolvo.com

Get All of This Plus More Great Offers from Volvo!

THE 2011 VOLVO C70

5 YEAR WARRANTY + 5 YEAR WEAR & TEAR  
5 YEAR SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE + 5 YEAR ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE

For further details, please contact our sales department at 925.939.3333  
or visit our website at www.lawrencevolvo.com
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BY JERRI PANTAGES LONG
 Imagine.
 That single word has been the credo of Gary 
Winter, and he wants others to adopt it, too.
 Artist, designer, inventor and entrepreneur, 
Winter also is a man with the message: “Use 
your imagination!”
 To help people do just that, he has trans-
formed “stick figure” sketches into life-size 
statues made of two-by-four lumber, Gorilla 
glue and wood screws. These are appearing at 
different places around town.
 If you happen to glance up at the historic 
tower on the east end of the Pleasanton arch 
sign, you can glimpse a window washer lean-
ing out of the second-story window. Drive by 
a Victorian home, and you may catch sight of 
wooden figures mowing the lawn and trimming 
the hedges.
 “If I can get a person to do a double-take, 
then I know I’ve jolted their imagination and 
gotten them out of their rut for that instant,” 
Winter said. “Especially in these times, we need 
something to smile about.”
 Sitting side by side on a Main Street bench 
might be one “person” reading the Pleasanton 
Weekly next to another sending text messages. 
While farmers market is in session on Satur-
days, some of Winter’s life-size stick figures can 
be viewed outside of the Berry Patch shop at 
the corner of Main and Angela streets. A skate-
boarder crouches, going full speed, with his 
dog keeping up. A cowboy leans against a post, 
hat tilted down over his face.
 Wryly noting that “art is the first thing to go” 
when the economy hits a downturn, Winter de-
cided to devote his creativity to helping others 
“dream wisely” — one of his favorite sayings, 
and one he often signs on his artwork.
 “I’m trying to create some fun, to keep the 
magic alive,” he said.
 He began transforming sketches to sculp-
tures last winter, even before the announce-
ment of the 11 Seward Johnson bronze life-size 
figures coming temporarily to town.
 “I was trying to think of something I could 
make my son for Christmas,” Winter recalled, 
“and the idea of the skateboarder just came into 
my mind, in full detail. That was the beginning.”
 Winter said he began creating the whimsical 
stick figures not to sell — although two have 
been ordered — but to inspire.

 He has a website, www.SNG
tivate and Inspire,” which lists
help people translate their d
The site even provides a sam
song entitled “Get your SN Ge
sung by his friend, Michael W
 The “S” stands for “success
the site. “SNGear is a concis
for staying focused on succes
 Winter believes that “ther
gears in life: Forward, neutra
 “Any time spent in worry, do
negative thought is like shiftin
reverse.... Learn to throw you
away, and leave the fear behind
 Winter knows from person
well-meaning friends and fam
be too quick to say that a cre
“impossible.” He has had su
would have dreamed possibl
riers into challenges, asking, 
that?” He hopes to speak in
offer lessons to entire families
how to imagine a better day, 
 “People come up to me and
do that? I could never think 
that.’ But that’s not true. All o
imagination. Unfortunately, 
stop using that gift,” said W
ideas that float by, without ev
by pencil and paper and tur
plans. I want to help turn th
my small part to stimulate t
right here in my hometown.”
 Winter has a profound l
of the world. He is proud 
generation Californian. His
grandfather, Frank Moniz Ba
to California from the Azor
establishing what became t
company in San Francisco.
 “He had these horse-dra
would go down to the Emb
the ships and offload the redw
was brought down from the 
Winter. “His wagons would h
rectly to the building sites,” i
of the mansions being built o
 The horses had to plod a
streets, so the teams had to b
them time to rest and recov
rett’s main home was in Alam

Just one of the boys — not. This two-by-four figure lines up with the other motorcycles
people smile.

JERRI PANTAGES LONG

One stick figure drills while another leans over precariously to hammer in a nail atop the Richert Lumber booth at First 
Wednesday.

Imagine
Stick figures  

around town  

keep the  

magic alive

Stick figures  

around town  

keep the  

magic alive
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the 850-acre Sky Ranch near Bollinger Canyon 
Road to pasture his horses. One day Barrett 
rode into Pleasanton on horseback, looking 
for more horses to buy, and he fell in love with 
the area, purchasing another 100-acre ranch in 
Sunol, southeast of Pleasanton.
 As a boy in the 1950s, Gary Winter would 
travel between these family ranches in the sum-
mertime. 
 “That’s why I fell in love with Pleasanton at 
such an early age,” he said.
 His fondness for the area’s golden hills and 
oak trees has been captured in murals he has 
painted in Pleasanton, Dublin, San Ramon and 
Livermore. The largest of these is the Pleasan-
ton mural, on the side of Strizzi’s Restaurant on 
St. Mary Street at Main. It measures 50 feet by 
16 feet and incorporates the Alameda County 
Fairgrounds, “site of the oldest one-mile race-
track in the United States,” and Phoebe Apper-
son Hearst’s former estate, which is now the site 
of Castlewood Country Club.
 When building owner Gene Finch agreed to 
the project, creating the mural required Winter 
to put into practice all the steps he outlines in 
SNGear.
 “I tried to get the picture in my mind, exactly 
what I was going to do,” Winter said. “I would 
not allow myself to think ‘can’t.’ If I got stuck 
on trying to figure out one part of the mural, 
I would simply work on another area until the 
solution came to me.” 
 Considering that his great-grandfather was in 
the lumber business, it seems appropriate that 
Winter’s sponsor for the stick-figure sculptures 
is local Richert Lumber Co.
 Richert’s, founded in 1976, has become in 
part an art gallery for Winter’s latest creations, 
including a life-size, four-member rock band 
called — appropriately — “Woody and the 
Two-by-Fours.” They can be viewed at 5505 
Sunol Blvd. during store hours.
 “Gary approached me with his ‘stick fig-
ures,’ and I loved the idea immediately,” said 
owner Tom Richert. “Our contributing to 
public art is giving back to our community. 
Art defines a community, and the more we 
demand, the more we will benefit.” 
 Current economic circumstances make it 
particularly difficult for local artists, he noted.
 “We all have an appreciation of art, but a 
reluctance to spend public money in support,” 

Richert said. “I hope the simple wooden ‘stick 
figures’ will be a beginning of art blossoming in 
our town. Let the community enjoy the eclectic 
art put forth by those willing to bear the costs. 
Encourage art, and allow retailers to spend on 
art as much as they would spend on a sign, as a 
way of drawing attention to their businesses.”
 Visit Richert’s double-size First Wednesday 
booth on Main Street in September and you 
will see several of the stick figures, holding a 
tape measure, using a level, and performing 
other handyman activities. Towering above 
the booth are the largest stick figures of all — 
each 15 feet high — holding a banner, which 
says ... “Imagine.” 

Using his imagination
Artist Gary Winter has also done the following:

■ Cylindrical Concepts — Designed and built 
a line of home and display furniture based on 
industrial-size cardboard tubes.

■ The Swirl — With brother Benjamin, 
invented the Swirl, a grooved, foam football 
that sold more than 1 million and won a 1991 
award from Business Week as “Best Product 
Design of the Year.” It’s now part of the per-
manent collections in the Museums of Mod-
ern Art in both New York and San Francisco. 

■ Nail art — Tapped thousands of nails into 
redwood to create art pieces. Two are in 
Ripley’s Believe-It-Or-Not museums: a motor-
cycle and an enlarged coin. Winter translated 
the Presidential Seal into nail art as a gift for 
President Ronald Reagan, and was commis-
sioned to create a nail art logo plaque for 
Habitat for Humanity to present to former 
President Jimmy Carter.

■ Pleasanton miniatures — Winter’s little wood-
en figures of local landmark buildings have 
attracted more than a thousand collectors. 

■ Murals — Painted murals on walls in Pleas-
anton, Livermore, Dublin and San Ramon, 
seeking to preserve our heritage of rolling 
hills and oak trees.

For more information visit  
www.GaryAWinter.com or www.SNGear.com

COURTESY GARY WINTER

s, one more creation to make 

JERRI PANTAGES LONG

This window washer works away above Main Street at Division in the building that 
once housed Koln Hardware.

COURTESY GARY WINTER

Woody and the Two-by-Fours perform with the cowboy in attendance. The band can be viewed 
at Richert Lumber Co. on Sunol Boulevard.

JERRI PANTAGES LONG

Artist Gary Winter found fame in Pleasanton with the wooden miniatures he cre-
ated of landmarks around town, shown here for sale at Berry Patch.
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BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
 Joey Bernardi compares his bocce 
ball style of play to the game of 
chess.
 “It’s assuming what your opponent 
is going to do next,” the Pleasanton 
resident explains. “The stereotypical 
game is checkers; when I play, it’s 
chess.”
 Bernardi, 21, is obviously suc-
cessful on the bocce court: He is the 
U.S. Under-21 champ and is headed 
for the International Championships 
being held at a new facility in Rome 
starting Sept. 27.
 “From what I hear, it will be some-
thing like I’ve never experienced 
before,” he said. “It’s a huge deal. The 
bleachers will be packed.”
 Bernardi recalled being stunned by 
the intense competition when he at-
tended his first international compe-
tition in Toronto in 2008. The other 
country’s players are fierce, he said, 
especially those from Italy, Brazil, 
Canada and China.
 “It was my first rude awakening,” he 
said. “My lucky shots are their normal 
shots and God forbid they get lucky.”
 The last American to go to the 
international Under-21 tournament 
finished 29th out of 32, he noted.
 Bernardi comes from a long line of 
bocce ball players; his sister Navina, 
16, is also a champ and competed in 
Italy with a local team. Joey began to 
pursue the game seriously after one 
fateful day on the rugby field.
 “I went to De La Salle High School 
in Concord where I played rugby for 
three years,” he explained. “An un-
fortunate incident caused me to tear 
my ACL (anterior cruciate ligament), 
MCL (medial collateral ligament) and 
meniscus about five minutes into the 
game.”
 He continued to play, went home 
and iced his knee, then went to bed.
 “It swelled to the size of a canta-
loupe,” he recalled. “I showed my 
dad in the morning, kind of proud, 
and he said, ‘You’re going to the 
emergency room.’”
 The doctor laid out clearly for Ber-
nardi that another injury could mean 
an end to snowboarding, which is his 
first sports love. So he had to find an-
other outlet for his competitiveness.
 “About that time they were build-
ing Campo di Bocci in Livermore,” 
he remembered so he began to play 
at the facility.
 “At first it was a recreational thing, 
then I got kind of competitive,” he 
said.
 “You see a lot of families there,” 
he added. “A grandson can beat a 
grandfather and vice versa.”
 His parents, Dario and Natalina, 
are both Italian-American, and Joey 

began playing bocce at his grand-
father’s house in San Jose. He was 
participating in the bocce nation-
als when his grandfather Romano 
Bernardi was nearing the end of his 
two-year fight against cancer.
 “Me and three of the other com-
petitors were kicking it at my house 
in Pleasanton and my dad came out-
side and told me my grandfather had 
passed away,” he recalled. “The first 
thing that came to me was to go see 
my grandma. I love her to death. I 
went down that night and stayed until 
4 in the morning. Then my dad woke 
me up and said, ‘We gotta play, huh?’”
 Joey not only played but won and 
had his medal engraved “for Nonno 
Romano.”
 Bernardi has a lot of family in Italy 
— his mom was born there — and 
he speaks the language. He’s in con-
stant touch with cousins, whom he’s 
visited several times.
 “I leave Sept. 4 and am spend-
ing two weeks with my family in 
Northern Italy, Venice and Torino,” 
he said.
 He is a senior at Santa Clara Uni-
versity, which is back in session Sept. 
20.
 “I’ve worked very hard for three 
years so if I couldn’t get time off from 
school I wasn’t going to go,” he said. 
“I went to all my teachers and they 
were incredibly supportive. They all 
knew it’s a once in a lifetime deal.”
 Bernardi said that bocce players 
may be mostly older than the col-
lege level but said competitors are 
“starting to get younger.” The bocce 
community around Pleasanton is ex-
tensive, he remarked, and includes 
John Madden and other well-known 
people who’ve been helpful to him.
 “My dad, of course, is very good 
— normally he beats me up pretty 
good,” said Bernardi. “Everything I 
shape myself to be is after him.”
 He added that he admires his 
mom, a civil engineer, and he is ma-
joring in civil engineering to follow 
in her footsteps.
 He also noted that while bocce is 
not physically exhausting, it takes 
different skills — which is where the 
comparison to chess comes in. 

Bocce Under-21 champ headed for ‘fierce’ world competition

PEOPLE AND LIFESTYLES IN OUR COMMUNITYLiving

Pasta send-off 
What: ‘Arrivederci Joey’ pasta dinner 
to send off Joey Bernardi and his 
coach Ben Nicosia to bocce world 
championships in Rome

When: 6 p.m., Monday, Aug. 23

Where: Campo di Bocce, 175 E. 
Vineyard Ave., Livermore

Cost: $20, cash bar

Rolling
over the rivals

Joey Bernardi 
puts on his 

game face while 
preparing for 

the International 
Under-21 Bocce 
Championships 

being held 
in Rome in 

September. 
Bernardi, a 

senior at Santa 
Clara University, 

says players 
from other 

countries raise 
the game to a 

whole new level.

PHOTO BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
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Junior Achievement 
internship 

 Rahael Elizabeth Borchers (center), a 
senior at Amador Valley High School, 
was chosen by Bank of America’s Stu-
dent Leaders Program to participate in 
an eight-week, paid internship with the 
nonprofit Junior Achievement of North-
ern California. She was chosen due to her 
leadership and service in the community.
 In addition to the internship Borchers 
attended a week-long Student Leader-
ship Summit in Washington, D.C. The 
summit included meetings on Capitol 
Hill, leadership sessions and environ-
mental activities to show how service 
and nonprofits benefit communities eco-
nomically. 

Pleasantonians 
in musical 

 Pleasanton residents Olivia 
Cantrell and Charles Platt are 
performing in StarStruck The-
ater’s musical production of “Les 
Miserables” (school edition) at 
Ohlone College Amphitheater in 
Fremont. Cantrell, a 2010 Valley 
Christian High School graduate, 
plays a “lovely lady” while Platt, a 
freshman at Amador Valley High 
School, is part of the ensemble 
and performs multiple roles such 
as a laborer, beggar, student and 

chorus member.
 “Les Miser-
ables” is based 
on Victor Hugo’s 
classic novel set 
in 19th century 
France and tells 
the story of ex-
convict Jean 
Valjean as he tries 
to start a new 
life while being 
pursued by po-
liceman Javert. 
Pe r fo rmances 
are at 8:15 p.m., 
Thursday-Sat-
urday, July 23-
Aug. 14. Tickets 
cost $20 to $25.

OF NOTE

Charles Platt

Olivia Cantrell

I can’t believe I am writing an 
article on this, let alone admit-
ting to anyone that I have done 

this. I drank wine from a box. 
There, I said it. My guilt should 
be gone and I should be free to 
return to my regular wine drink-
ing habits. But that is not the case, 
because I actually liked it.
 Boxed wine has historically been 
known as “hooch” or the dregs 
that wineries would dump into a 
plastic bag, package in a box, and 
sell at ridiculously low prices. That 
is all starting to change. There are 
some wineries and wine market-
ers who are starting to realize that 
it can make a lot of sense. Here is 
why:
■ First, wine and air don’t mix. 
There are thousands of gadgets 
(some borderline ridiculous) that 
you can buy that will remove air 
from a bottle once it has been 
opened. The design on these boxes 
creates a vacuum so that all unused 
wine remains untouched by oxygen.
■ Second, the environment. Even 
with recycling programs for wine 
bottles, there is a significant environ-
mental benefit to moving to boxed 
wine (they create about half of the 
carbon footprint of a wine bottle).
■ Third, so many of us want to 
have one or two glasses of wine a 
night — but wrestle with the idea 
of saving the rest of the bottle. The 
box wine is the ideal answer as you 
can literally pour one glass of wine 
and then store the rest effectively 
for a month or longer.
■ Fourth, cost savings. In this 
economy, who doesn’t want a deal? 
Typically, a box wine is equivalent 
to four bottles and you can buy 
it for the same price as buying 
less than two bottles of the regu-
lar stuff. Why such a difference 
in price? Boxed wine saves the 
wineries significant money, which 
savings are then passed on to the 
consumer (for example, research 
the cost of corks and the shortage 
of the cork trees, and you will get 
a feel as to one aspect of the cost 
of winemaking).

 Here is the problem. As with all 
wine, there are good ones and there 
are bad ones. This is most obvious 
in the box wine market. The trick 
— find a reputable producer and 
stay with them. I found that Un-
derdog Wine Merchants has created 
a website called www.betterwines-
betterworld.com that covers all of 
the benefits of box wine. On top 
of that, it outsources much of its 
wine production to different quality 
wineries from around the world — 
many of which sell the same wine 
within bottles.
 One wine in particular that 
caught my attention was Australian 
Sauvignon Blanc from Silver Birch. 
It is a refreshing and fruitful with 
a very smooth yet complex finish. 
I did a little test of the Silver Birch 
box wine vs. another Australian 
Sauvignon Blanc bottle wine — 
and found both to be very pleasing. 
The catch, I only had one glass of 
each — and then stored the rest for 
one night. When I had a glass the 
following night, the box wine had 
maintained all of its characteristics, 
while the bottle had lost some of 
the freshness, picked up some 
acidic tones, and was generally not 
enjoyable. 
 I must confess, if I were having 
a dinner party, I would be inclined 
to stay with bottles of wine. How-
ever, anytime my wife and I are 
looking for one glass of wine with 
dinner, these boxed wines are 
going to be at the top of my list.
 The best part about these wines, 
as with most wines produced 
today, is that they are made to 
drink right away. These wines will 
not improve with age — so drink 
up knowing that you don’t have to 
finish the box in one sitting.
 On another note, if you want 
to get out and enjoy a fun Labor 
Day weekend — take a peek at 
the Livermore Harvest Wine Cel-
ebration. It is a great way to sam-
ple local wine, meet winemakers, 
and have some end of summer 
fun. Check out www.lvwine.org 
for more information.
 Until next time, Cheers!

Don Colman lives in the 
East Bay and writes a wine blog 
at www.nosetoglass.com.

Thinking inside 
the box

NOSE TO GLASS
BY DON COLMAN
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ON THE  
TOWN

EEEE

AMERICAN
Eddie Papa’s American 
Hangout
4889 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
469-6266. Winner of The Pleasanton 
Weekly’s Reader Choice Awards for 
“Best  American Food Restaurant” 
and “Best Meal under $20,” Eddie 
Papa’s American Hangout celebrates 
the regional food and beverage 
cultures of America. Bring the whole 
family to enjoy iconic dishes from 
across the United States, Old World 
Hospitality, and hand crafted artisan 
cocktails. www.eddiepapas.com

BARBECUE
Red Smoke Grill
4501 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
734-0307. Home of the Tri Tip and 
Blue, Red Smoke Grill was Voted 
Reader’s Choice Best 2006, 2007, 
2008, and 2010. Dine in or take out 
rotisserie chicken, ribs, prawns, salads 
and tri tip, or pulled pork sandwiches. 
Relax with a beer or a bottle of wine. 
Visit www.redsmokegrill.com. 

BREWPUB/ALEHOUSE
The Hop Yard American 
Alehouse and Grill 
3015H Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
426-9600. Voted Best Watering Hole 
in Pleasanton, The Hop Yard offers 
30 craft beers on tap as well as great 
food. The full-service menu includes 
appetizers, salads and grilled fare that 
will bring you back time and again. 
Banquet facilities available. On the 
web at www.hopyard.com.
 
470 Market Place, San Ramon,  
277-9600. Featuring a giant 8-foot 
projection screen for major sporting 
events, they also feature 30 beers on 
tap and a great grill. Go in for the 
beer, go back for the food. More at  
www.hopyard.com.

ITALIAN
Pastas Trattoria
405 Main St., Pleasanton, 417-2222. 
Pastas Trattoria has an elegant atmo-
sphere and a one-of-a-kind menu. 
We feature steaks, seafood and our 
famous pasta, plus a superb selection 
of spirits and fine wines. Reserve our 
banquet facilities for large parties, up 
to 70 guests. 

To have your restaurant 

listed in this dining 

directory, please call 

the Pleasanton Weekly 

Advertising Department  

at (925) 600-0840

Weekly
Pleasanton

PRINT & ONLINE

Voted  
“Best Thai  

Restaurant”

www.littlehomethai.com
 

4000 Pimlico Dr., Ste. 106 
Pleasanton

(925) 251-9877
Fax (925) 251-9881

6601 Dublin Blvd., Ste.B
Dublin

(925) 828-8218
Fax (925) 825-8221

Dinner Special
15% Off

2 entree minimum. Not valid with any 
other offer or on take out. One coupon  

per table. Expires 9/13/10

Little Home Thai Cuisine
Best Thai Food in the Bay Area Since 1996

Sa
nt

a 
Ri

ta
 R

d.

Pimlico Dr.

McDonald’s
580

N

2010

Authentic Japanese
Sushi Bar  Tempura  Teriyaki Sushi

Lunch  Dinner  Catering

Best Sushi/Japanese Restaurant

925.462.3131
3015-K Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton

(in the Hopyard Village Shopping Center)

20092010

Owner Operated Since 1983 
 Makoto Sato

Open Tues. – Sun.

JAPANESE CUISINE

 OFF 

 Fri. Aug. 13 

 Sat. Aug. 14 

 Fri. Aug. 20 

 Sat. Aug. 21 ØØ

 
NO COVER CHARGE

ØØ

484-0789
201 Main Street, Downtown Pleasanton

Open 7 days a week, 7am-2pm

See our online coupon...www.vicsallstar.com

Voted Best Diner/
Coffee Shop

BREAKFAST & LUNCH
Serving

Summer Fun...

FREE Meal!

Buy one, 
get one FREE! 

Breakfast or lunch.
Purchase one meal at regular price, 

receive 2nd meal of equal or lesser 

value FREE...with purchase of 2 

beverages. Monday-Friday only. Dine 

in only. One coupon per customer. 

Cannot be combined with any other 

offer. Expires August 31, 2010.

523-3160
700 Main Street

Downtown Pleasanton
Look for us soon at  

www.Meat-N-Fish.com

The Very Best. Period.

It’s BBQ Season!

entire purchase 
Mon.-Wed. only
Exp. 8-31-10

Authentic Indian Cuisine

NEW BUSINESS HOURS
 Closed Mondays

 Lunch Buffet 11am-3pm
 (Tuesday-Saturday)

 Fine Dining 5-10pm,Tues-  
    Sat., Sun 11am-10pm

 Catering

 Wine and Indian 
 Domestic Beers

www.indiagardencuisine.com

925-485-4800
210 Rose Ave

Downtown Pleasanton

Lunch Special
Veggie or Chicken Tandoori 

Wraps!

$5.00only
Expires 8/31/10

$8.99
LUNCH BUFFET 

Expires 8/31/10

$5 off
When you spend

$40 or more.
One coupon per table. Dine in only 

Expires 8/31/10
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Author Visits
WINE SEEKERS GUIDE TO 
LIVERMORE VALLEY Celebrate with 
author Thomas Wilmer at 6 p.m. 
Aug. 28 at Towne Center Books, 
555 Main St. The first exclusive 
guide to this little-known wine 
region, introducing adventurous 
wine lovers to more than forty 
wineries, the owners and wine-
makers, and their superb wines. 
Reservations will be helpful, call 
846-8826. Towne Center Books, 
555 Main St, Pleasanton. 

Book Clubs
PLEASANTON LIBRARY BOOK CLUB 
This book club meets next at 7 
p.m. Aug. 23 at the Pleasanton 
Public Library, 400 Old Bernal 
Ave. The book this month is “Olive 
Kitteridge” by Elizabeth Strout, 13 
rich narratives that offer insights 
into the human condition - its con-
flicts, tragedies and joys. The Sept. 
27 book is “Sag Harbor” by Colson 
Whitehead. Call 931-3400 ext. 7 or 
visit www.pleasantonlibrarybook-
club.wordpress.com. 

Careers
NCHRA TRI-VALLEY Northern 
California Human Resources 
Association is holding a class from 
6-7 p.m. Aug. 19 at Faz Restaurant, 
5121 Hopyard Rd. This is a chance 
to network with peers and meet 
like-minded folks in an informal 
setting. Call (415) 291-1992 or 
visit www.nchra.org. 

Classes
PET CPR  Pet owners will learn to 
recognize emergencies, perform 
CPR and first aid, and administer 
medications and more from 9 
a.m.-noon Aug. 15 at Murphy’s 
Paw, 410 Main St. Presented by 
the American Safety Academy. Cost 
$50. Call 1-877-380-4CPR (380-
4277) to enroll and ask about the 
$10 off coupon. 

Concerts
CONCERTS IN THE PARK Enjoy great 
music from 7-8:30 p.m. Fridays at 
Lions Wayside Park (corner of First 
and Neal streets), a wonderful com-
munity event. Come enjoy pop rock 
from Finding Stella on Aug. 13, and 
come back for some rock ‘n roll with 

the Cocktail Monkeys on Aug. 20. 
Visit www.pleasantondowntown.net. 

Events
15TH ANNUAL PARTNERSHIP 
MEETING AND LUNCHEON Tri-Valley, 
California Convention and Visitors 
Bureau will host its 15th annual 
Partnership Meeting and Luncheon 
from 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., 
Thursday, Aug. 19, at the Blackhawk 
Museum, 3700 Blackhawk Plaza 
Circle, Danville. This event is open 
to CVB partners and prospective 
members with a cost of $55 for 
partners and $65 for non-partners. 
To purchase tickets, visit www.trival-
leycvb.com/meetings. 

HAPPY HOUR FOR WIDOWS The 
Widowed Men and Women of 
Northern California invite you for 
Happy Hour from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Aug. 19 at Sheraton Hotel, 5990 
Stoneridge Mall Rd. RSVP to Marge 
by Aug. 17 at 828-5124. Cost is 
your choice of food or beverage. 

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA BIRD & 
SUPPLY SHOW The event is from 
9 a.m.-4 p.m. Aug. 15 at the 
Alameda County Fairgrounds, 4501 
Pleasanton Ave. Birds & supplies at 
wholesale cost to the public. Hand 
feed baby parrots. There will be 
prize drawings. Cost $7 and chil-
dren under 10 are free. Call 510-
785-6647 or visit ncabird.com. 

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA DOLL AND 
TEDDY BEAR SHOW This show and 
sale is from 10 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
Aug. 21 at the Alameda County 
Fairgrounds, 4501 Pleasanton Ave., 
featuring more than 130 tables of 
lovable dolls and teddy bears. Doll 
repair dealers will be at the show to 
discuss your needs. Cost is $5 for 
adults, $2 for children 6-14. Call 
947-1572 or visit www.herman-
show.com. 

SATURDAY NIGHT FUNNIES WITH 
SAMMY OBEID Sammy Obeid, a Bay 
Area native, will be onstage from 
7:30-9 p.m. Aug. 14 at Bunjo’s 
Comedy Club, 6513 Regional St., 
Dublin. Cost $15 plus two-item 
minimum. Call 264-4413 or visit 
www.bunjoscomedy.com. 

SUMMER OPEN HOUSE Thomas 
Coyne Winery is holding an open 
house from noon to 5 p.m. Aug. 
21 and Aug. 22 at its Historical 
Tasting Room, 51 E. Vallecitos Rd., 
Livermore. The winery plans to 
release six exciting new wines and 
will serve a selection of fine cheeses 
and fruits. Everyone is invited to 

bring a picnic and enjoy sweeping 
views of the valley with fine wine in 
a rustic setting. Call 373-6541 or 
visit www.thomascoynewinery.com. 

Fundraisers
ECYCLE FOR OPEN HEART KITCHEN 
Benefit Open Heart Kitchen while 
recycling e-waste from 9 a.m.-4 
p.m. Aug. 14 at Amador Valley 
High School, 1155 Santa Rita Rd. 
Recycle televisions, monitors, lap-
tops, flat screens, cell phones and 
extension cords (wire), with a $5 per 
item charge for computers, stereos, 
telephones, printers, copiers, DVD/
VCR, fax machines, and $15 for 
microwave ovens. Checks payable 
to Open Heart Kitchen. Cash dona-
tions accepted. Call 570-1543. 

SISTER CITY BARBECUE Pleasanton/
Tulancingo Sister City group is hold-
ing a fundraiser Aug. 14 at the fair-
grounds with social hour, silent auc-
tion, barbecue dinner, live auction 
and dancing under the stars. The 
event starts at 5:30 p.m. at the Ivy 
Glen barbecue area, 4501 Pleasanton 
Ave. Cost is $30 in advance or $35 at 
the door per adult and $10 per child. 
Call 600-8414. 

ON THE TOWN ● CALENDAR

For all your remodeling needs

Marvette
construction

www.marvetteconstruction.com
(925) 784-1800

Kitchen Special
$13,999

Includes:

License #886695

AUG 20
cocktail 
monkeys 

rock/motown

Sponsored by
STATE FARM 

LARRY  DAMASER

AUG 13
finding 
stella 

rock & pop

Sponsored by
DATA RESCUE  

CENTER

Movies in the Park: ‘Star Trek’: Residents are 
invited to enjoy “Star Trek” at dusk Aug. 19 at 
Amador Valley Community Park, 4301 Black Ave. 
The park features picnic and barbecue facili-
ties, two play structures, plenty of open space 
and ample parking. Call 931-5044 or visit www.
ci.pleasanton.ca.us. 

IN THE SPOTLIGHT
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Health
GROUP GROOVE CLASS If you 
can move, you can Groove! You 
will stomp, kick, hip, hop, snap, 
shimmy, shake, slide and glide your 
way through this 60-minute fitness 
dance program from 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
Aug. 13-27 at ClubSport, 7090 
Johnson Dr. Reservation is required. 
No cost with registration. Call 344-
4273 or visit www.clubsports.com/

MURPHY’S WAG & WALK Enjoy 
an hour-long dog walk in down-
town from 9-10 a.m. Aug. 14 at 
Murphy’s Paw, 410 Main St., then 
return to the store for free Peet’s 
coffee, just in time for a beautiful 
farmers market. Call 600-8925 or 
visit www.murphyspaw.com. 

Kids & Teens
GROWING UP FEMALE WORKSHOP 
Mothers and their fourth- to 

fifth-grade daughters are invited 
to attend an uplifting workshop 
about body changes and the reali-
ties of being female. The class is 
from 10 a.m.-noon or 2-4 p.m. 
Aug. 19 at Pleasanton Chamber 
of Commerce, 777 Peters Ave. 
Cost is $75 per pair and includes 
take-home materials. Call 858-
0702 or visit www.fab2bfem.com. 

Lectures/
Workshops
WALL DECOR Learn the secrets 
to arranging artwork, mirrors 
and more at “Give Your Walls 
Something to Talk About,” from 10 
a.m.-noon Aug. 14 at Ethan Allen, 
4230 Rosewood Dr. Seating is 
limited. RSVP at 734-6675 or visit 
www.ethanallen.com. 

‘OUR BRAIN: PROTECTING YOUR 
GREATEST ASSET FROM SPORTS 
CONCUSSIONS’ San Ramon Regional 

Medical Center will host a free 
community seminar on “Your Brain: 
Protecting Your Greatest Asset from 
Sports Concussions” from 7:30-
8:30 p.m., Tuesday, Aug. 17, at the 
hospital, 6001 Norris Canyon Rd., 
San Ramon. A tour of the Sports 
Performance Institute will be held 
from 7-7:30 p.m. This seminar is 
free, but reservations are required; 
call (800) 284-2878. 

BIG SUR WILD CALIFORNIA Mature 
Adults Program lecture is at 1 
p.m. Aug. 17 at the Pleasanton 
Public Library, 400 Old Bernal Ave. 
National Geographic presents a 
comprehensive view of the spectac-
ular California coastal area known 
as Big Sur - through the eyes of 
three intrinsically connected native 
creatures. Call 931-3405. 

RANCHERS OF THE AMADOR-
LIVERMORE VALLEY Museum On 
Main presents the next 2010 Ed 
Kinney lecture series at 7 p.m. 
Aug. 19 at the Lynnewood United 
Methodist Church, 4444 Black Ave. 
A panel of local ranchers will discuss 
the history and practices of ranch-
ing in the Amador-Livermore Valley. 
Tickets are $5 for members and 
seniors; $10 for non-members; and 
$3 for students or teachers with ID. 
Visit www.museumonmain.org. 

THREE STAGES OF EFFECTIVE 
COMMUNICATION To effectively com-
municate with children, one needs 
to adapt, based on their physical, 
emotional and cognitive develop-
mental stages. Family mediator 
Sharon Tom will speak on the 
subject from 7-9 p.m. Aug. 16 at 

Harvest Park Middle School, 4900 
Valley Ave. Call 519-3003 or visit 
www.ohanaresourcegroup.com. 

Live Music
JOHN PALOWITCH TRIO The trio 
will perform at 7 p.m. Aug. 19 
at the Pleasanton Public Library, 
400 Old Bernal Ave., featuring 
John Palowitch on saxophone, 
Jonathan Stein on bass, and Jeff 
Marrs on drums. They play in the 
traditional jazz horn trio setting 
while reaching to influences from 
modern jazz, classical musical, 
pop rock and beyond. Free. Call 
931-3405. 

ZINGERS SING! The Zingers will 
perform show tunes, songs from 
American Broadway musicals, 
popular music from the ‘20s, ‘30s 
and ‘40s, plus standard choral 
works, both secular and sacred, 
from 2-3 p.m. Aug. 15 at the 
Pleasanton Public Library, 400 
Old Bernal Ave. Free. Call 931-
3405. 

Miscellaneous
FIREHOUSE ARTS CENTER GRAND 
OPENING The new Firehouse Arts 
Center will have its grand opening 
from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Sept. 18 at 
4444 Railroad Ave. Following the 
dedication, the public is invited to 
view the facility, which features a 
performing arts theater, art gallery 
and arts classrooms. The free open 
house will have music, refresh-
ments, drawings and activities for 
children. Call 931-5340 or visit 
www.firehousearts.org. 

On Stage
‘MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING’ 
Woman’s Will perform “Much Ado 

About Nothing” from 4:30-6:30 
p.m. Aug. 15 at Centennial Park, 
5353 Sunol Blvd. Director Lisa 
Edsall Giglio describes the play: 
“There are engaging stories with the 
sauce of beautiful words and imag-
ery to scoop up like huge clouds of 
meringue spooned onto your des-
sert.” Call 931-5340 or visit www.
womanswill.org. Pleasanton. 

Support 
Groups
NATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE BLIND 
A meeting of the Tri-Valley Chapter of 
the National Federation of the Blind 
will take place from 1-3 p.m. Aug. 14 
at Valley Memorial Hospital, 1111 
E. Stanley Blvd., Cafeteria Room 2, 
Livermore. It is for anyone who is 
blind or is experiencing vision loss; 
the organization can help people to 
adjust. Any visually impaired or blind 
person is urged to attend. Call Carl, 
449-9362. 

Volunteering
TRI-VALLEY ANIMAL RESCUE  Do 
you love animals? Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue is holding an orientation 
for new volunteers, from 1-2:30 
p.m. Aug. 15 at East County 
Animal Shelter, 4595 Gleason Dr., 
Dublin. Learn about volunteer 
opportunities like fostering dogs 
or cats, socializing shelter animals, 
helping at adoption events and 
fundraisers, and many other roles. 
For ages 18 and older. Cost is $10 
cash or check to help cover the 
cost of materials. Call 803-7043 
or visit www.tvar.org. 

Check out Community Calendar 

at PleasantonWeekly.com for a 

complete listing of events. 

ON THE TOWN ● CALENDAR

Chinese Restaurant Serving Dim Sum
All Day Long

We Deliver!!

5588-B Springdale Ave.
Pleasanton, CA 94588

Tel: (925) 734-0222
Fax: (925) 734-0242

www.trivalleyseafood.com

Best Chinese Cuisine & Dim Sum

www.hopyard.com

PLEASANTON
(925) 426-9600
3015-H Hopyard Road

2010

30 BEERS ON TAP 

Enjoy our new and 
improved outdoor 

dining area!

Try our new menu 
items designed by  

Bruce Paton,  
The Beer Chef

2010

Barone’s Restaurant

"Most Romantic 
Restaurant"

New Happy Hours
4:00pm - 6:00pm

 

475 Saint John | Pleasanton | 426-0987

SUNDAY SPECIALS

 

Bonjour, Pierre
“Friday the 13th doesn’t scare me!” says Pierre. 
“I may only weigh 10 pounds but it’s all muscle!” 
Pierre is proof that good things come in small 
packages. He is a friendly little guy who loves treats 
and attention. Pierre is a young adult male Chihua-
hua mix (pet # 94846) who is searching for a loving 
new home. Visit Pierre at the East County Animal 
Shelter, 4595 Gleason Drive in Dublin, open 11:30 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. daily; telephone 803-7040. 

PET OF THE WEEK

CATHERINE HANSEN RUSH

Pleasanton  Weekly
Marketplace

Mike Fracisco
REALTOR

®

Fracisco Realty & Investments
Residential, Commercial  
& Property Management

direct: 925-998-8131
www.MikeFracisco.com

DRE#01378428

NEED HELP
 WITH QUICKBOOKS?

No job too big or too small!!!
Over 23 years experience  

in all aspects of bookkeeping.

Call Linda 925.918.2233

A-Z Complete Home Repair

HANDYMAN SERVICE

Carpentry/Woodwork 
Electrical Repairs/Installations

Drywall/Texturing     Tile/Grout
925.989.6179 / 510.733.5582

SINCE 1994

General Contracting

Real Estate Accounting/Bookkeeping

Landscaping/Design

(510) 499-7546

LANDSCAPE DESIGNER

 Independent Contractors 
wanted for Senior Home 

Health Care.  
MUST HAVE EXPERIENCE

Senior Solutions 
925-443-3101

Healthcare

To advertise in the Marketplace call 
Karen at 925.600.0840 x122 

or email kklein@
pleasantonweekly.com

Leather & Vinyl
Repaired & Dyed

Furniture and Auto 
Color Matching
925.829.1988

Barbary Coast

Leather & Vinyl Repair



BULLETIN
BOARD

115 Announcements
GAIN NATIONAL EXPOSURE 

Reach over 5 million young, educated 
readers for only $995 by advertising in 
110 weekly newspapers like this one. 

Call Jason at 202-289-8484. This is not 
a job offer. (AAN CAN)

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 
ADOPTION? Talk with caring agency 

specializing in matching Birthmothers 
with Families nationwide. LIVING 

EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7 Abby’s One 
True Gift Adoptions 866-413-6293 (Void 

in Illinois) (AAN CAN)

Comedy Uncorked August 21

Fibromyalgia Pain Stress Mgmt

Livermore Lioness Club seeksNew

SHARPEN UP AT THE FARMERS MARKET

Stress and Pain Mgmt Strategies

Sunday Morning Cafe!

120 Auctions
Foreclosed Home Auction 

275+ Nor Cal Homes / Auction: August 
28. Open House: August 14, 21 and 
22. REDC / View Full Listings www.
Auction.com RE Broker 01093886. 

(Cal-SCAN)

130 Classes & 
Instruction

Heavy Equipment Training 
Learn to operate bulldozer, backhoe, 
loader, motor grader, excavator. Job 
placement assistance. Call 888-210-
4534. Northern California College of 

Construction. www.HEAVY4.com promo-
code: NCPA1. (Cal-SCAN)

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! 
Graduate in just 4 weeks!!FREE 

Brochure. Call NOW! 1-800-532-6546 
Ext. 97 http://www.continentalacad-

emy.com (AAN CAN)

High School Diploma! 
Graduate in 4 weeks! Free Brochure. 
Call Now! 1-866-562-3650 ext. 60 

www.SouthEasternHS.com (Cal-SCAN)

135 Group Activities
CLUTTERLess (CL) Self Help Mon.

CO-ED SOFTBALL TEAM 
CO-ED SOFTBALL TEAM seeks 

BALL-PLAYING MALE & FEMALE to 
add depth to our team, the Badgers, 

playing THU evenings, Aug-Oct. 
Games are Recreational (it’s all about 

the beer) with Players of Different 
Ages & Skills. Who do our best 

with no yelling or arguing. Please 
Contact for further Information. 
Call: 650.520.0351 or Email: 
GMANNING@ASSAYTECH.COM 

FOR SALE

SOLD

201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts

We’re Rebuilding America 
Any Car. Any Credit. Minimum Down 
Payment Required. CALL NOW. 800-

814-8867. (Cal-SCAN)

Cadillac 2007 CTS - $300.00

MGB 1970 GT - $5500

Nissan 2002 Pathfinder LE - $8500

202 Vehicles Wanted
A Car Donation 

helping sick kids! Donate Your Car to 
Songs of Love and make a sick child 

smile! Featured on NBC (TODAY SHOW), 
CNN. Tax-deductible, all vehicle condi-
tions accepted. www.SongsofLove.org 

888-909-SONG (7664). (Cal-SCAN)

Donate Vehicle 
Receive $1000 Grocery Coupons, 
Your Choice. Noah’s Arc, No Kill 

Animal Shelters. Advanced Veterinary 
Treatments. Free Towing, IRS Tax 

Deduction. Non-Runners. 1-866-912-
GIVE. (Cal-SCAN)

Donate Your Car 
Children’s Cancer Fund! Help Save 

A Child’s Life Through Research and 
Support! Free Vacation Package. Fast, 
Easy and Tax Deductible. Call 1-800-

252-0615. (Cal-SCAN)

210 Garage/Estate 
Sales

Pleasanton, 1829 1827 & 1840 
Sinclair Drive, 08/14  

8:00 am -2:00 pm 
Multi-Family Yard Sale. Furniture, Tools, 
Door, Household Goods, E-Items, Home 
Decor, Collectible Dolls, Shutters, PC & 

scanner/printer, Plus Much More!

Pleasanton, 3236 & 3251 
Monmouth Court, August 14,  

7:00-noon 
Multi family garage sale. Lots of kids 

items - toys, games, movies, jog stroll-
er, high chair,household items,  

and much more!

Pleasanton, 3641 Shenandoah Court, 
August 14th, 7AM-12PM

Pleasanton, 4666 Shearwater 
Road, Aug 14 & 15, 8-1 

Garage Sale:Girls sizes 3T - 6X, 
Shoes, Toys,Books,& DVD’s + Infant/

Toddler Accessories. Women’s & 
Men’s Outerwear, Business and Casual 
Clothes, Shoes.Bedroom Furniture + 

much more~ Cash Only!!

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques
3 Polaroid Cameras - $75

Antique - Mahogany End Table - $75.00

Royal Doulton figurine - $35

220 Computers/
Electronics
For Sale:Monitors&Speakers - $100

235 Wanted to Buy
Wanted to Buy

240 Furnishings/
Household items
3 piece kitchen carving set - $10

Mahogany Twin Bed set & Night Ta - 
$1,200

PATIO CHAIR PADS - $15.00

RECLINER-new - $250.00

Self Cleaning Gas Stove 
White, good condition. $150 

o.b.o.(925)963-4330.

Sofa, Chair + Ottoman - $250

STADIUM SEAT PADS (2) - $6.00

245 Miscellaneous
2011 Entertainment Coupon Books - $30

HOME STAGING TRAINING - $199.00

Local Red Worms & worm casting - $25/lb

Non-stick stove top grill - $20

NOTARY SIGNS (2) - $15.00

Portable Washer & Dryer - $150.00

RED WORMS FOR COMPOSTING - $25.00

Walker - $150.00

250 Musical 
Instruments
Antique Upright Grand Piano - $900 OB

260 Sports & 
Exercise Equipment
NEW Golf Clubs - $300.00

270 Tickets
Natalie Merchant-Fox Theatre - $145.00

KID STUFF

330 Child Care 
Offered

After School Care 
Pick children up after-school & provide 

care, homework help with possible 
tutoring services. CA licensed teacher. 
Pleasanton area. Call 925-922-9082.

Live in AuPair Childcare

345 Tutoring/
Lessons

Everything-About-College.com 
College Admissions Specialist. Everything 
you need to manage the college applica-

tions and admissions process.

FLUTE, CLARINET and SAX lessons 
Now is a great time to become the 
musician you have always wanted to 
be, have fun learning, and preparing 

yourself to do much better work 
academically! Beginners through very 

advanced students are welcome 
to learn your choice of music: old 
favorites, hymns, standards, clas-

sics, pops, marches, and Broadway 
show tunes. Please contact Margaret 

Settle at 925-837-6371. 

LOOKING FOR A MATH TUTOR?

Math & Chemistry Tutoring 
Retired Scientist enjoying TUTORING 

Middle, High School & College 
STUDENTS in math, algebra, geom-

etry, pre-calc & chemistry. 
 CALL DOUG @ 925-858-5842

Math Tutoring 
High school math/English tutoring: 

Essay writing, college applica-
tion essays, Alg., get ready for 

Geometry. SAT/ACT prep. Ret. teach-
er, Cal. credential. 925-462-3807

500 Help Wanted
Network Sales Telemarketer 

Are you an enthusiastic, highly motivated 
individual with excellent sales and com-
munication skills? Would you like to work 
part-time 25-30 hours a week? We have 

the job for you. Work from Tuesday-Friday 
in downtown Sacramento. We offer a 
base hourly salary plus commission 

and bonuses. You will be selling CNPA’s 
newspaper network advertising products. 

Previous newspaper sales experience 
a plus. Job responsibilities will include 

telemarketing to businesses, prospecting 
in the form of mailing, emailing and estab-

lishing a good relationship with clients. 
Email your resume to: maria@cnpa.com 
with the subject line “Marketing Sales”. 

(Cal-SCAN)

560 Employment 
Information

$$$HELP WANTED$$$ 
Extra Income! Assembling CD cases 

from Home! No Experience Necessary! 
Call our Live Operators Now! 1-800-
405-7619 EXT 2450 http://www.
easywork-greatpay.com (AAN CAN)

Cable Line Installer Job 
In growth industry. Paid training, great 

benefits, vacation. No experience need-
ed. HS grads ages 17-34. Call Mon-Fri 

1-800-345-6289. (Cal-SCAN)

Company Drivers 
Solos and Hazmat Teams * GREAT 

PAY * GREAT MILES * CDL-A Required. 
We also have dedicated and regional 

positions available. Call 866-789-8947. 
Swift. (Cal-SCAN)

Drive for the Best 
Gordon Trucking, Inc. Immediate 

Openings!! Teams - All the miles you can 
log! Regional and OTR openings. Full 

Benefits, 401k, Regular Hometime. We 
have the Freight! Talk to a recruiter live! 

www.TeamGTI.com 1-888-832-6484 
EOE. (Cal-SCAN)

EARN $75 - $200 HOUR 
Media Makeup Artist Training. Ads, TV, 
Film, Fashion. One week class. Stable 
job in weak economy. Details at http://
www.AwardMakeUpSchool.com 310-

364-0665 (AAN CAN)

Host Families Needed 
Warm, caring host families for high 

school exchange students. Apply today! 
Call 1-866-GO-AFICE or visit www.afice.

org (Cal-SCAN)

Int’l Company Expanding 
Work online, tele-commute, flexible 

hours, great pay, will train. Apply online 
at: www.KTPGlobal.com or 800 330-

8446. (Cal-SCAN)

Jobs. Jobs, Jobs! 
Get paid to trainin the California Army 

National Guard. Up to 100% tuition 
assistance. Part-time work. Full-time 

benefits. May qualify for bonus. www.
NationalGuard.com/Careers or 1-800-

GO-GUARD. (Cal-SCAN)

Now Hiring 
18-25 money motivated people to travel 
the US representing major publications. 
$500 SIGN-ON Bonus, No Experience 

Necessary, Return Trip Guaranteed. Call 
Mr. Cash 877-532-2068. (Cal-SCAN)

Over 18? 
Between High School and College? 
Drop that entry level position. Earn 

what you’re worth!!! Travel w/Successful 
Business Group. Paid Training. 

Transportation, Lodging Provided. 
1-877-646-5050. (Cal-SCAN)

Reefer Drivers Needed 
Experienced drivers and Class A com-
mercial students welcome! Assistance 
obtaining your Class A license through 
Prime’s Training program. 1-800-277-
0212. www.PrimeInc.com (Cal-SCAN)

Sales: Live Like a Rock Star! 
Now hiring sharp, motivated guys/gals 

for FT Travel - 48 states! No experi-
ence, training, lodging transportation 

provided. Start immediately, 1-866-443-
9610. (CAL-SCAN)

BUSINESS
SERVICES

615 Computers
Churchill Computer Repair 

 Viruses Got You Bugged??  
Let me take a look. Call me at 925-

202-4865. Thank you. 

624 Financial
crosetti funding 

CASH NOW we offer fast cash for your 
mortgage note, annuity, and business 

note call 1 800 391 4032

645 Office/Home 
Business Services

Advertise Online 
In a network of 140-plus newspaper 
websites. Border to Border with one 
order! $7 cost per thousand impres-
sions statewide. Minimum $5,000 

order. Call for details: 916/288-6010 
www.CaliforniaBannerAdNetwork.com 

(Cal-SCAN)

Cash Now 
Get cash for your structured settlement 
or annuity payments. High payouts. Call 

J.G. Wentworth. 1-866-SETTLEMENT 
(1-866-738-8536). Rated A+ by the 
Better Business Bureau. (Cal-SCAN)

Classified Advertising 
in 240 Cal-SCAN newspapers for 

the best reach, coverage, and price. 
25-words $550. Reach over 6 million 
Californians! FREE email brochure. Call 
(916) 288-6019. www.Cal-SCAN.com 

(Cal-SCAN)

Display Advertising 
In 140 Cal-SDAN newspapers state-

wide for $1,550! Reach over 3 million 
Californians! FREE email brochure. Call 
916/288-6019. www.Cal-SDAN.com 

(Cal-SCAN)

HOME 
SERVICES

715 Cleaning 
Services

Divina’s House cleaning service 
Divina’s House cleaning Services. 

Dependable and detail orientated.10+ 
exp Call:(925)4431632/LIC:100891 

M AID TO SERVE YOU               

Excellent Local References
Family owned for 25 years

Call Today at 
(925) 249-0399

Housecleaning Service

for 3 cleanings$35 OFF

741 Flooring/
Carpeting

Cal Floors-Hardwood Floors 
SAVE! on ALL our hardwood flooring 
services. FREE ESTIMATES! 925-954-
5012 Main St Downtown Pleasanton

771 Painting/
Wallpaper

*JOE’S PAINTING & HANDYMAN* 
Free Est. / Reasonable Prices no 
Job Too Small!!! 925-200-7333 

Lic#624542

801 Apartments/
Condos/Studios
Dublin, 1 BR/1 BA - $1800 / mo

San Carlos, 2 BR/2 BA 
 San Carlos, Walk to Town and 

Shops,2BR,2Ba,Garage,no Smk/
pets,$1,800.00 650-598-7047

805 Homes for Rent
ALL AREAS - HOUSES FOR RENT  

Browse thousands of rental listings 
with photos and maps. Advertise your 

rental home for FREE! Visit: http://www.
RealRentals.com (AAN CAN)

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms

ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES.COM 
Browse hundreds of online listings with 
photos and maps. Find your roommate 
with a click of the mouse! Visit: http://

www.Roommates.com. (AAN CAN)

Pleasanton, 1 BR/1 BA - $700.00

Room For Rent 
In Apartment Near Downtown 

Pleasanton Great Location, Inside 
Laundry, Lg. Apartment, Water & 
Garbage Incl. $600.00 A Month. 

Call 925-216-3302

840 Vacation 
Rentals/Time Shares

Timeshares 
WORLDMARK. Sell / Rent For CASH!!! 
We’ll find you Buyers/ Renters! 10+ 

years of success! Over $78 Million in 
offers in 2009! www.SellaTimeshare.
com Call (877) 554-2098. (Cal-SCAN) 

Point Reyes/Tomales Bay on water 
“BARRACCA”Incred.Views;sleeps4-8 

reserv/info; 415-663-9543

850 Acreage/Lots/
Storage

Arizona Building Lots 
Full Acres and More! Guaranteed 

Financing! No credit check! $0 down/ 
$0 interest! Starting @ just $89/mo! 

Close to Tucson’s Int’l Airport! Hear free 
recording at 1-800-631-8164. Or visit 

www.SunsitesLandRush.com Offer ends 
8/20/10! (Cal-SCAN)

Land Auctions 
LAND AUCTION - Beaver Creek 

Highlands - Rifle, Colorado. 527+/- 
Acres offered in 14 tracts (7 tracts sell 
absolute) 35 to 70 acres each, located 
on Beaver Creek Road (CR 317). Land 
straddles the ridge between Beaver 
Creek Basin and Porcupine Creek 

Basin. Private trout stream with native 
Colorado Cutthroat Trout, great views, 

access to National Forest and BLM 
Lands. Auction held at Hotel Colorado 
in Glenwood Springs, CO on August 28 
at 2PM. Contact Woltz and Associates, 
Inc, Brokers and Auctioneers, Roanoke, 
VA at 800-551-3588 or visit www.Woltz.

com for details. (Cal-SCAN)

Land Sale 
TROPHY ELK Area LAND SALE!! Horse 
Trails - BLM bordering Bank Liquidation 
Sale- Call Now! 20 Acres w/Road and 
Utilities- $19,900 20 Acres w/New 

Cabin- WAS: $99,900. NOW: $69,900. 
Also Available: 200- 3000 acres w/ trees, 
views, utilities. Loaded w/350 class bulls, 

deer and game birds. Large acreage 
starts at $800/ acre 888-361-3006. 

www.WesternSkiesLand.com (Cal-SCAN)

Nevada: Bank-owned Land 
0 acres. Trout stream, $39,900. 

Substantial discounts, limited availabil-
ity. Beautiful Fish Lake Valley acreage 
w/year round rainbow trout stream in 
foothills of Boundary Peak, Nevada’s 
highest mountain. Gorgeous snow-

capped views. Great recreational oppor-
tunities. Upscale ranch community. 

Financing available to qualified buyers. 
Call 1-877-669-3737. (Cal-SCAN)

Southern Colorado 
Best Land Bargains! Deedbacks, 

repos, foreclosures. Starting as low 
as $427 per acre. Excellent financing. 
Call 1-866-696-5263 x 5548. www.
ColoradoRanchdeal.com (Cal-SCAN)

855 Real Estate 
Services

Cash! 
I will buy your private Trust DEEDS 
and MORTGAGES. Fast turn around. 

Cash in those long term notes. Private 
Party. Premis Capital. 707-396-9376. 

(Cal-SCAN)

Fogster.com offers FREE* postings online and the opportunity for your 
ad to appear in print to more than 80,000 readers. You can log on to 
fogster.com 24/7, and your online ad starts immediately.fogster.com THE TRI-VALLEY’S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE

REAL ESTATE

PLACE AN AD
ONLINE fogster.com

PHONE (925) 600-0840

PERSONALIZED TUTORING 
Mathematics, Science, English, 

SAT, etc. 510 512 6321
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OPEN HOMES THIS WEEKEND
Dublin
4 BEDROOMS

4073 Rosehill Pl. $749,000
Sun 1:30-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 251-2547

Livermore
5 BEDROOMS

6390 Owl Way $639,000
Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 583-2196

Pleasanton
3 BEDROOMS

351 Ewing Dr. $628,000
Sun 2-4:30 Faran Honardoost 922-0822
1151 Donahue Dr. $835,000
Sun 1-4 Moxley Team 600-0990

4 BEDROOMS

1012 Bartlett Pl. $1.085,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 Pat Burns 876-2655
2237 Kamp Ct. $1,050,000
Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 847-2200

3039 Briggs Ct. $1,449,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Prudential Realty 963-1984
860 Castlewood Dr. $1,695,000
Sat/Sun 12-5  J. Rockcliff Realtors 980-8844
3766 Smallwood Ct. $2,395,000
Sun 1-4 Tom Fox  872-1275
3232 Balmoral Ct. $749,950
Sun 2-4 Joyce Jones 398-6706
541 Gerard Ct. $799,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Moxley Team 600-0990
1545 Orloff Dr. $799,900
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 251-1111
4520 Lin Gate St. $809,000
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 251-1111
5846 Corte Margarita $825,000
Sun 1:30-4:30   Moxley Team 600-0990

5 BEDROOMS

5063 Monaco Dr. $1,049,000
Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff  Realtors 699-9508
5744 Hanifen Way $1,495,000
Sun 1:30-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors  251-2535
6645 Amber Ln. $1,498,000
Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 251-2585

6 BEDROOMS

2403 Raven Rd. $799,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30   Alain Pinel  997-4905

Sunol
4 BEDROOMS

9877 Foothill Rd. $1,890,000
Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors  251-2536

Union City
3 BEDROOMS

2592 Royal Ann Dr. $507,000
Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors  251-2536

272 Rachael Pl 
$439,950
3 BD/ 2.5 BA
Open Sun 1-4
Pat Huffman Real Estate
Pat Huffman
698-4422

3536 Olympic Ct S
$575,000
3 BD/ 2.5 BA
Open Sun 1-4
Pat Huffman Real Estate
Pat Huffman
698-4422
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HOME SALES

Source: California REsource

This week’s data represents homes 
sold during June 2010

Dublin
7622 Arbor Creek Circle Keck Trust 
to M. Wallis for $352,000

4272 Fitzwilliam Street Procida 
Trust to M. Parry for $395,000

8202 Holanda Lane T. Blank to M. 
Oliveira for $430,000

3421 Monaghan Street R. Neil to 
D. Seto for $430,000

3425 Monaghan Street D. David to 
X. Dufour for $408,000

7026 Stagecoach Road #A 
California Housing Finance to J. 
Johnson for $211,000

Livermore
4628 Almond Circle N. Chapman to 
M. & L. Weise for $665,000

1035 Arrowhead Avenue Primacy 
Closing Corporation to Z. Xiao for

$290,000

1057 Auburn Street Johnson Trust 
to D. & C. Leavitt for $445,000

526 Bernal Avenue Deutsche Bank 
to M. Garcia for $244,000

327 Brittany Place J. & W. Wagner 
to Henrich Trust for $740,000

730 Catalina Drive E. Burkhead to J. 
Monge for $465,000

2425 Chardonnay Way Fuss Trust to 
T. & S. Bond for $1,135,000

4301 Chaucer Court D. & S. Bartlett 
to M. O’Brien for $750,000

1355 Daisy Lane D. Ong to S. 
Palalay for $270,000

886 El Rancho Drive Aurora Loan 
Services to C. Bruce for $310,500

5645 Firestone Road Tri Valley 
Golden Investments to D. Bracelin for 
$338,000

6448 Forget Me Not L. & S. Phipps 
to C. Jaber for $240,000

2280 French Street M. Gill to R. & 
P. Irani for $855,000

5526 Greenwich Avenue Foster 
Trust to C. Pitka for $350,000

523 Heligan Lane Shea Homes to T. 
Vargas for $511,000

530 Humboldt Way R. & J. Burrus to 
J. Riblett for $339,000

1567 Juniper Street J. & S. Pickering 
to W. Johnson for $335,000

815 Katrina Street Bank of America 
to C. & P. Grimes for $432,000

285 MacKenzie Court Goldman 
Sachs Mortgage to M. Lenoski for 
$620,000

1830 Marini Lane D. & M. Melis to 
P. & A. Banke for $725,000

1953 Monterey Drive Federal 

Home Loan Mortgage to D. Kropf for 
$154,000

1677 Sardonyx Road T. & L. Harper 
to T. Melendrez for $704,000

3007 Talinga Drive HSBC Bank to T. 
Le for $875,000

3047 Talinga Drive T. Cartlidge to 
R. & H. Bruce for $1,081,000

2767 Vernazza Drive R. & M. 
Hanley to K. Kusalo for $775,000

1025 Wagoner Drive A. & M. Staggs 
to L. Brechbill for $385,000

1179 Wagoner Drive R. & M. 
Woolsey to B. McCormick for 
$401,500

5466 Wildflower Drive J. & S. Ness 
to B. Baker for $650,000

5448 Windflower Drive F. Khandan 
to C. Grover for $340,000

1390 Winding Stream Drive Wells 
Fargo Bank to T. Sosine for $370,000

Pleasanton
7467 Aster Court Cartus Financial 
to S. & A. Weir for $700,000

3552 Ballantyne Drive C. Wei to C. 
Dong for $746,000

5610 Belleza Drive Federal National 
Mortgage to R. & S. Sahu for 
$375,000

5752 Belleza Drive Townsend Trust 
to K. Wechsler for $430,000

480 Bunker Lane Emery Trust to S. 
Jayaraman for $1,465,000

8020 Canyon Creek Circle V. & J. 
Miller to P. Russell for $550,000

3059 Crestablanca Drive K. 
Wechsler to S. Luan for $1,079,500

459 Del Sol Avenue Wesco Realty to 
A. Caicedo for $618,000

4427 Downing Court Pelnen Limited 
to F. Louwaert for $591,000

1767 Germano Way M. & M. Pak to 
Chiu Trust for $2,090,000

550 Grapevine Drive S. & S. 
Chikkala to R. Manikandan for 
$600,000

3179 Half Dome Drive Dickinson 
Trust to D. Jung for $630,000

4779 Harrison Street Javelina Sky 
Development to S. & R. Taran for 
$360,000

3852 Keneland Way L. Jack to F. & 
S. Zima for $225,000

5151 Merano Court G. & J. Xu to K. 
Gona for $555,000

862 Montevino Drive E. & S. Nowak 
to A. Rao for $1,075,000

502 Montori Court M. & D. Culver 
to X. Fu for $900,000

5266 Muirwood Drive P. 
Fitzsimmons to R. & M. Gallagher for 
$490,000

4037 Nevis Street J. & E. Zaine to S. 
Jin for $612,000

2005 Olivia Court Grsw Stewart 
Real Estate Trust to V. Ayyagari for 
$700,000

1643 Orchard Way Larson Trust to 
T. & C. Lojewski for $860,000

3504 Ovella Way #12 Stjohn Trust 
to P. & S. Muppidi for $1,350,000

3966 Pimlico Drive American Home 
Mortgage to P. Click for $250,000

2528 Raven Road M. & L. Skolnick 
to P. & L. Dai for $845,000

3642 Reflections Drive J. & A. 
Sprague to A. & J. Bridenbaugh for 
$555,000

1299 Royal Creek Court S. & T. 
Dunston to Z. Chen for $1,010,000

2291 Segundo Court JK Partners to 
M. Hagenbach for $194,000

4544 Sierrawood Lane J. & Y. 
Cardenas to I. & J. Alfonso for 
$530,000

7562 Stonedale Drive 
Gartenschlaeger Trust to J. Webster 
for $485,000

4042 Suffolk Way Zucker Trust to E. 
Choi for $767,500

230 Tomas Way G. & C. Priddy to 
W. & L. Lee for $600,000

474 Vineyard Place R. & B. Crump 
to D. & J. Durr for $490,000

4025 West Las Positas Boulevard 
F. & D. Merlin to I. Zhou for $680,000

San Ramon
7670 Balmoral Way Brookfield 
Santorini to R. Tikku for $1,287,000

2708 Bollinger Canyon Road D. & 
K. Ji to S. Ahn for $260,000

2210 Canyon Lakes Drive Travis 
Trust to N. & Y. Chung for $710,000

612 Carrington Court RWW 
Properties to J. Braganza for $855,000

160 Copper Ridge Road Legacy 
Copper Ridge to P. Gates for 
$350,000

2073 Echo Place E. Okabe to J. 
Velasco for $610,000

5058 Holborn Way A. & N. Mass to 
Lin Trust for $988,000

7541 Interlachen Avenue P. & S. 
Ghere to T. Winter-Patterson for 
$590,000

203 Maui Court T. Shaw to Ayala 
Trust for $825,000

21 Pine Valley Place G. & J. Davies 
to D. & M. Barth for $1,135,000

3302 Sleeping Meadow Way 
Gardiner Trust to D. & M. Riley for 
$910,000

2154 Watercress Place Giolzetti 
Trust to G. Choi for $869,500

SALES AT A GLANCE

Source: California REsource

Dublin
Total sales reported: 6

Lowest sale reported: $211,000

Highest sale reported: $430,000

Average sales reported: $371,000

Livermore
Total sales reported: 30

Lowest sale reported: $154,000

Highest sale reported: $1,135,000

Average sales reported: $526,500

Pleasanton
Total sales reported: 33

Lowest sale reported: $194,000

Highest sale reported: $2,090,000

Average sales reported: $709,333

San Ramon
Total sales reported: 12

Lowest sale reported: $260,000

Highest sale reported: $1,287,000

Average sales reported: $782,458

BY JEB BING
 Home sales decreased 4.2 
percent in June in California 
compared with the same period 
a year ago, while the median 
price of an existing home rose 
13.6 percent, the California As-
sociation of Realtors reported 
this week. 
 “Buyers who scrambled to 
close escrow in May to take 
advantage of federal and state 
tax credits before they expired 
impacted the number of homes 
sold last month,” said CAR 
President Steve Goddard. “Al-
though we expect sales to be 
lower in the second half of the 
year because of the absence of 
the government stimulus, they 
should remain above the long-
run average and be significantly 
higher than the trough in 2007, 
when sales bottomed out. 
 “Although the tax credits are 
no longer available, it’s important 
to keep in mind that home pric-
es are substantially below their 
peaks and interest rates remain at 
historic lows, making this a very 
affordable time for many first-
time buyers to purchase a home 
of their own,” he said. 
 Closed escrow sales of ex-
isting, single-family detached 
homes in California totaled 
492,800 in June at a seasonally 
adjusted annualized rate, ac-
cording to information collected 
by CAR from more than 90 local 
Realtor associations statewide. 
Statewide home resale activ-
ity decreased 4.2 percent from 
the revised 514,230 sales pace 
recorded in June 2009. Sales 
in June 2010 decreased 11.1 
percent compared with the pre-
vious month. 
 The statewide sales figure 
represents what the total num-
ber of homes sold during 2010 
would be if sales maintained the 
June pace throughout the year. 
It is adjusted to account for 
seasonal factors that typically 
influence home sales. 
 The median price of an ex-
isting, single-family detached 
home in California during June 
2010 was $311,950, a 13.6 
percent increase from the re-
vised $274,640 median for June 
2009, CAR reported. The June 
2010 median price decreased 
3.8 percent compared with 
May’s $324,430 median price. 
 “As we anticipated, home 
prices have continued to post 
modest gains, due in large part 
to the lean inventory of homes 
for sale in many regions of the 
state,” said CAR Vice President 
and Chief Economist Leslie Ap-

pleton-Young. “This has con-
tributed to market stability and 
bodes well for the remainder of 
the year. 
 “We’re also seeing an increase 
in home sales at the higher-end 
of the market, a reflection of the 
slight thaw in jumbo financing, 
although there still is a long 
way to go before jumbo loans 
are readily available to qualified 
buyers,” she said. 
 Highlights of C.A.R.’s resale 
housing figures for June 2010: 
■ CAR.’s Unsold Inventory 
Index for existing, single-family 
detached homes in June 2010 
rose to 4.8 months, compared 
with 4.2 months in June 2009. 
The index indicates the number 
of months needed to deplete the 
supply of homes on the market 
at the current sales rate. 
■ Thirty-year fixed-mortgage 
interest rates averaged 4.74 per-
cent during June 2010, com-
pared with 5.42 percent in June 
2009, according to Freddie Mac. 
Adjustable-mortgage interest 
rates averaged 3.86 percent in 
June 2010, compared with 4.93 
percent in June 2009. 
■ The median number of days 
it took to sell a single-family 
home was 43.3 days in June 
2010, compared with 44.3 days 
(revised) for the same period a 
year ago. 
 In a separate report covering 
more localized statistics gener-
ated by CAR and DataQuick 
Information Systems, 232 of 
the 372 cities and communities 
reporting showed an increase in 
their respective median home 
prices from a year ago.
 Statewide, the 10 cit-
ies with the highest median 
home prices in California dur-
ing June 2010 were: Man-
hattan Beach, $1,737,500; 
Los Altos, $1,618,500; Sara-
toga, $1,425,000; Palo Alto, 
$1,308,500; Laguna Beach, 
$1,230,500; Newport Beach, 
$1,150,000; Los Gatos, 
$1,045,000; Rancho Palos 
Verdes, $1,000,000; Cuper-
tino, $980,000; and Lafayette, 
$946,250.
 Statewide, the cities with the 
greatest median home price 
increases in June 2010 com-
pared with the same period a 
year ago were: National City, 
59 percent; Newport Beach, 52 
percent; Richmond, 52 percent; 
San Bernardino, 47 percent; San 
Pablo, 38 percent; Fairfield, 37 
percent; Walnut, 34 percent; 
Colton, 32 percent; Imperial 
Beach, 31 percent; and Poway, 
30 percent.  

Home sales decrease  
but prices are rising

 June sales decline blamed  
on tax credit expirations
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3047 CRESTABLANCA DRIVE, PLEASANTON — $1,252,000

Perfect in Pleasanton! This 
stunning Vintage Heights 
home features 5 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms and almost 4,000 
square feet. The backyard 
paradise boasts a beautiful 
arbor, a sparkling pool and 
an outdoor kitchen with a 
BBQ, sink and refrigerator. 
This gorgeous home sold 
over the asking price. 

Dave and Sue Flashberger represented buyer & seller

Keller Williams Tri-Valley Realty

(925) 463-0436

www.SoldinaFlash.com

SOLD!

4427 DOWNING COURT, PLEASANTON — $601,000

Love at first sight! This 
totally remodeled Val Vista 
home offers 3 bedrooms,  
2 bathrooms and almost 
1,600 square feet. The 
striking granite kitchen 
features cherrywood 
cabinetry and overlooks a 
beautiful patio and garden. 
This incredible home sold 
over the asking price.

Dave and Sue Flashberger represented buyer & seller

Keller Williams Tri-Valley Realty

(925) 463-0436

www.SoldinaFlash.com

SOLD!

1909 BROOKTREE WAY, PLEASANTON  — $635,000

This lovely 3 bedroom, 2 
bathroom Country model is 
located in Pleasanton Valley. 
The 1,696+/- square foot 
home sits on a 7,200+/- 
square foot lot. It features 
hardwood floors, a new 40 
year roof, windows, furnace 
and A/C. It is conveniently 
located within walking 
distance of K-12 schools.

Sold by Tim McGuire
Alain Pinel Realtors 

(925) 462-SOLD (7653)
www.timmcguire.net

SOLD!

HOMES PENDING AND RECENTLY 
SOLD BY LOCAL REALTORS

To advertise contact Andrea Heggelund
Cell: (707) 363-1934 or 
E-mail: aheggelund@pleasantonweekly.com

HOMES PENDING AND RECENTLY
SOLD BY LOCAL REALTORS

WHO’S SELLING IN 
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

om

Initiatives: Who’s Selling in your Neighborhood, 

Buying and Selling, Info Resource Guide 2010-2011

Ask about online and email ads!

The EXPERIENCED TEAM  
You Can TRUST in the  
Toughest of Markets!!

NORM & GRACE NELSON
925/463-6175 (Norm) 925/463-6192 (Grace) 

norm.nelson@prurealty.com

JUST LISTED IN SAN RAMON!

Opportunity Knocks!! 
This gorgeous 3 bedroom, 2 bath condo 
in San Ramon is loaded with extras, 
including new granite kitchen, hardwood 
flooring and rich carpeting, remodeled 
bath with granite floors, decorator paint 
schemes, fireplace with granite surround 
and much more! Add in the location close 
to shopping, schools and transportation 
and you have the perfect package –  
all for $234,500!   

Each office Independently Owned and Operated.

OPEN SUN 1-4
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KRIS MOXLEY

TYLER MOXLEY

925.600.0990
MOXLEYTEAM.COM

4 GENERATIONS OF  
REAL ESTATE  

SERVICE AND EXPERIENCE

DRE #00790463, 01412130

COMING SOON
3 BD 2 BA Jensen/Amador 

neighborhood in Pleasanton,  
single level w/ pool.  

Updated throughout. 

7208 ROSECLIFF CT. PLEASANTON

LOCATED IN PHEASANT RIDGE

910 E MOCKINGBIRD LN. PLEASANTON

LOCATED IN HAPPY VALLEY

541 GERARD CT. PLEASANTON

LOCATED CLOSE TO DOWNTOWN

5133 GENOVESIO DR. PLEASANTON

LOCATED IN VALENCIA

5 BD 5.5 BA 5,330sf. on a 13,242sf. lot.
Entertainer’s dream! Outdoor kitchen, home theater, 

guest suite on main level. High end finishes.

$1,750,000

1.2 acre lot with existing structures - buildable lot.  
Single level home 1,937sf. 3 BD 2.5 BA. Barn, 

workshops, chicken coop!...Endless opportunities.

$1,235,000

4 BD + office 2.5 BA 2,573 sf. on a 8,088 sf. lot
WOW! Amazing upgrades throughout.

Tons of private space, new kitchen & baths.

$799,000

4 BD 3 BA 1,926sf. on a 3,550sf. lot.
Open floor plan, updated granite kitchen with 

 dinette area. Bedroom and FULL bath on main level.

$729,000

1151 DONAHUE DR. PLEASANTON

LOCATED IN IRONWOOD CLASSICS

7647 ARBOR CREEK CIR.
LOCATED IN DUBLIN'S WEST SIDE

5846 CORTE MARGARITA PLEASANTON

LOCATED IN COUNTRY FAIR

3 BD 2.5 BA 2,163sf. on a 5,500sf. lot.
Open floor plan, hardwood flooring throughout. 

Single level built in 2005, move in ready.

$835,000

2 BD 1 BA 764sf. with garage.
Updated top to bottom, indoor laundry and 

designer touches throughout. 

$325,000

4 BD 2.5 BA 2,016sf. on a 7,605sf. lot.
Tile floors, granite counters and an open floor plan. 

Pool and private lawn. Quiet court location.

$825,000

OPEN SUN 1:00-4:00

JUST LISTED

AVAILABLE

COUNTRY Q
UIET,  

CITY CLOSE

OPEN SAT &  

SUN 1:00-4:00

PENDING  

WITH 3 OFFERS

OPEN SUN 1:30-4:30
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ORIGINAL COUNTRY FAIR

2468 VIA DE LOS MILAGROS, PLEASANTON
Desirable “Original Country Fair”. Excellent location. Convenient to everything. Walk to 
all levels of schools & parks. Customized highly upgraded home with five bedrooms, 3.5 
bathrooms, bonus/game room, 3,787 square feet. Three car garage, remodeled kitchen 
with granite and custom backsplash, custom cabinets & built-ins, plantation shutters 
throughout, newer high quality roof, two wood burning fireplaces. Very private beautiful 
grounds include, in-ground black bottom solar heated pool & spa, exposed aggregate 
patio with flagstone, beautiful landscaping on .27 acre lot. OFFERED AT $1,369,000

THE COTTAGES AT DUBLIN RANCH

4444 CHANCERY LANE, DUBLIN
Beautiful upgraded Westcott model in excellent condition! Three bedrooms, plus bonus 
area (4th bedroom), 2.5 bathrooms, 2,250 sq. ft. Granite countertops, hardwood floors, all 
appliances included. Master suite includes spacious sitting/viewing balcony. Washer & dryer 
included. Spectacular views and easy access to two car garage (drive straight in). Across the 
street from new park. Walk to Emerald Glen Park. Not far from Hacienda Crossings Shopping 
Center and Dublin Ranch Golf Course. OFFERED AT $529,000 

PLEASANTON SEMICUSTOM

BRIDLE CREEK

863 SUNNY BROOK WAY, PLEASANTON
Upgraded Avalon model in Bridle Creek on premium .28 acre lot. Beautiful views of Pleasanton 
Ridge. Private rear yard with built in fire pit, custom pergola and putting green. Beautifully 
landscaped. Five bedrooms, private office plus (5th is private guest suite/bonus room), 5.5 bathrooms, 
4434 sq. ft. Gourmet kitchen with granite countertops. Custom tile and hardwood flooring, 
plantation shutters. Built by Greenbriar Homes in 2001. Located on quiet street with through traffic. 
Close to downtown, Castlewood Country Club, Oak Hills Shopping Center, and Mission Hills Park. 
OFFERED AT $1,549,000 

4150 CREEKWOOD COURT, PLEASANTON
Don't miss this private, Pleasanton home on premium ½ acre lot. Large multi media/
game room, upgraded kitchen and bathrooms with granite. Five bedrooms, three full 
bathrooms, hardwood floors, two fireplaces, three car garage, 4,002 square feet. Large 
secluded park-like rear yard includes expansive Trex deck, in-ground pool, Hot Springs 
grande covered spa, waterfall/pond, playhouse, zip line, large lawn area, mature redwood 
trees and large cemented side yard area. Walk to great schools & neighborhood parks.
OFFERED AT $1,195,000

DIAMOND COLLECTION

749 CRYSTAL LANE, PLEASANTON
Don’t miss this beautiful home in the desirable Diamond Collection. Five bedrooms, 
5th is office/guest suite downstairs, three bathrooms, updated kitchen with new granite 
countertops, custom tumbled marble backsplash & stainless steel appliances. Expansive 
master suite with retreat & viewing balcony, new carpet throughout, three fireplaces & 
three car garage. Approximately 3,000 square feet. Private rear yard with in-ground pool/
spa & lawn area. Lot size is 8,230 square feet. Located on quiet street. Walk to great 
neighborhood park and Main Street Downtown Pleasanton! OFFERED AT $1,145,000

925.846.6500
www.blaiselofland.com

blaise@blaiselofland.com

apr.com
DRE# 00882113

PLEASANTON  90 0 Main Street

COMING SOON JUST LISTED

Tim McGuire
925-462-SOLD

WWW.TIMMCGUIRE.NET

Beyond Full Service—A Concierge Approach to Real Estate

apr.com | PLEASANTON | 900 Main Street 925.251.1111

4520 Lin Gate Street, Pleasanton 
4bd/3ba, 2,179+/-sq.ft 
Offered at $809,000

1545 Orloff Drive, Pleasanton 
One story, 4bd/2ba, 2,348+/-sq.ft on a 
9,734+/-sq.ft lot. Offered at $799,900

OPEN SUN 1-4

1275 Summer Court, Pleasanton
5bd/3.5ba, 2,672+/-sq.ft with a pool

Offered at $859,000

PENDING IN 3 DAYS

2786 Calle Alegre, Pleasanton
4bd/2.5ba, 2,274+/- sq.ft

Offered at $869,000

PENDING

5087 Blackbird Way, Pleasanton
4bd/2.5ba, 2200+/- sq.ft

Sold for $780,000

5029 Hummingbird Rd, Pleasanton
5bd/3ba, 2,478+/-sq.ft with a pool

Sold for $785,000

SOLDSOLD

654 Palomino Drive, Pleasanton 
3bd/2.5ba, 2,300+/-sq.ft 

Offered at $539,000

PENDING

DRE#01349446

OPEN SUN 1-4




