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Excellence in Early Childhood Education 
comes to the Tri Valley

Springfi eld Montessori School is pleased to announce the opening of its Dublin campus — located at 5100 Brannigan Street, approxi-
mately 1 mile from I-580. The new campus replicates the award winning campus in Walnut Creek, where Springfi eld has been serving 
the community for 20 years. Offering a variety of enrichment programs for students between the ages of two and six, Springfi eld sub-
scribes to the Montessori teaching philosophy. This philosophy ensures an environment that is conducive to learning — an environment 

rich in life giving activities suited to the needs of the developing child.

Now enrolling for the 2010-2011 Academic School Year
To learn more: visit our website, call or email to arrange a tour, 

join us at Open House on August 14 from 10am to 1pm.
Should you choose to join us, please RSVP.

CLOCK REPAIR
Free Estimates
Free Pick-up & Delivery in Tri-Valley

Timely Service

Byfield’s Clock Shop Call (925) 736-9165

GRAHAM-HITCH
MORTUARY

Dignified Care  
& Compassionate Service 

Since 1891

Advance Planning 
Made Easy

Call Deanna for a FREE 
 consultation. In-home 

visits available.

4167 First Street, Pleasanton

925-846-5624
Crematory Privately Owned  

& Operated
FD#429

Follow us...

@PleasantonNews

Pleasanton’s Finest Pizza — Guaranteed!!

Mama Rosa Pizza and Pasta

Now Introducing Sicilian Style Pizza

Call ahead for reservations at
(925) 469-MAMA (6262)
6770 Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton
Open 7 days a week
Check out our menu at: PleasantonFinestPizza.com

Give Mama Rosa  
Pizza and Pasta a try

Only the Finest and Freshest 
Ingredients

Organic Products Used

Full Menu Available for Take Out

Delivery Available to all of  
Pleasanton  

(including Ruby Hills)

FREE ENTREE
Enjoy one New Dinner Entree free when you purchase 

a New Dinner Entree at full price with two drinks. 
Cannot be combined with any other offers. Lower price item free. 
One coupon per table per visit. No photocopies. Expires 8/31/10.  

New Menu Items
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Elissa Wolf is a candidate 
recruiter for the Tri-Valley 
Community Foundation 

who wrapped up final interviews 
last week of qualified job seekers 
needing help through the American 
Family Recovery Project. Her work 
involved sorting through hundreds 
of applications for employment 
help from those who have been out 
of work to see if they were eligible 
for special federal and local funding 
in a program that ends Sept. 30. 
Those qualified for placement had 
to have their applications approved 
by last Monday.
 The project has used fed-
eral stimulus funding to get fam-
ily wage earners in the Alameda 
County cities of Pleasanton, Dub-
lin and Livermore back to work, 
and to help Tri-Valley employ-
ers grow their businesses. It has 
benefited employers by providing 
referrals of job candidates already 
interviewed and qualified by Wolf 
and her Community Founda-
tion team. Once hired, the new 
employee’s job is subsidized at 
the rate of 80 percent including 
payroll taxes with no limit on the 
number of positions a company 
could fill through this program. 
Although the subsidies run out 
Sept. 30, Wolf said many of those 
she has placed have been hired 
on a permanent basis by their em-
ployers.
 Wolfe said the program espe-
cially targeted wage earners whose 
ability to support their families 
had been threatened by the loss of 
a job during the economic down-
turn. One unemployed worker 
who received a job through the 
program recently sent her a note 
of thanks, saying that Wolf’s efforts 
had not only found her a tempo-
rary job through the program, but 
one that led to full-time employ-
ment after Sept. 30. “Your good 
work enabled me to maintain my 
skill set in a tough economy, but 
also helped me learn new skills in 
a different industry.”
 As part of the program, the 
federal government provided 
California with $1.8 billion for job 
creation. Hearing of the allocation, 
Haggerty moved quickly, obtain-
ing a lion’s share of the funds 
for Alameda County, one of only 
eight in the state that bothered 
to register for the project. The 
Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund 
then partnered with the Tri-Valley 
Regional Initiative, a collaborative 

economic recovery initiative spon-
sored through the Tri-Valley Com-
munity Foundation, the Tri-Valley 
Business Council and Haggerty, 
raising the match for 2009 to 
4-to-1. When the campaign closed 
in early January, the Weekly had 
raised a record-high $93,346 in 
direct contributions and matching 
funds totaling $373,386 to pro-
vide Wolf funds for the initiative 
she was launching.
 The funds were designated for 
temporary assistance to needy 
families, including a strong em-
ployment development compo-
nent. Wolf’s job was to identify 
and evaluate the needs of fami-
lies hardest hit by the economic 
downturn and help them directly 
with housing, job training, medi-
cal care and other basic neces-
sities. Although the bulk of the 
direct contributions to the Holiday 
Fund and its 4-to-1 matches went 
to Wolf’s program and the strict 
guidelines she had to follow, the 
Weekly reserved $50,000 to go 
to three of the Holiday Fund’s 
local nonprofits, Axis Community 
Health, Open Heart Kitchen and 
Tri-Valley Haven, which met the 
criteria that they provide “wrap 
around” services for families as ap-
proved by the Tri-Valley Regional 
Initiative.
 For Wolf, selecting those eligible 
was tough. Although at times there 
were more employers willing to 
participate than jobseekers, the 
restrictions limited the number 
she could approve. To qualify for 
the program, jobseekers had to be 
parents of a child under 18. They 
had to be eligible to work in the 
U.S., and their household income 
in the past month had to be below 
200 percent of the federal poverty 
level (less than $3,675 a month 
for a family of four).
 Wolf did more than job place-
ment. She conducted training ses-
sions at the Foundation’s offices 
to prepare candidates for their 
interviews, helped them write spe-
cific resumes, and answered their 
questions by cell phone, often as 
the jobseeker was heading into 
his potential employer’s human 
resources office. They also kept in 
touch as she fielded questions on 
specific problems her candidate 
was facing, and she worked with 
both that individual and the em-
ployer to develop full-time job op-
portunities for when the program 
and the 80 percent payroll subsidy 
ends on Sept. 30. With a success 
rate of nearly 100 percent, Wolf 
and the Community Foundation 
have several hundred new sup-
porters to help in their fundraising 
efforts in the months ahead to 
meet ongoing needs in 2011. 

AROUND  
PLEASANTON

BY JEB BING

Hundreds have 
a job thanks  
to Elissa Wolf

About the Cover
Zach Persin, also known as Mr. Pickle, dances up a sweat to bring diners to 
the local Mr. Pickle’s franchise. Persin, one of many sign wavers in Pleas-
anton, has drawn a following with his non-stop dancing. Photo by Glenn 
Wohltmann. Cover design by Lili Cao.

Vol. XI, Number 30

925.939.3333 

2791 North Main St., Walnut Creek, CA

www.lawrencevolvo.com

Get All of This Plus More Great Offers from Volvo!

THE 2011 VOLVO C70

5 YEAR WARRANTY + 5 YEAR WEAR & TEAR  
5 YEAR SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE + 5 YEAR ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE

For further details, please contact our sales department at 925.939.3333  
or visit our website at www.lawrencevolvo.com

 Come See For Yourself! Come See For Yourself!

 Moulding Superstore Moulding Superstore
 Guaranteed Low Prices Guaranteed Low Prices

 5505 Sunol Boulevard    Pleasanton     925-846-5040
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Streetwise
ASKED AROUND TOWN

Do you see improvement in the local 
economy?

Lora Moore
Dog walker

I think there has been improvement. I’ve 
noticed that there are a lot more people out 
shopping, and the parking lots are full at 
the malls.

Jan Mahood
Art Director, Studio 7 Fine Arts

Absolutely. July has been a very good month 
for us. We’ve sold a lot of paintings, tons of 
jewelry, and things are starting to pick up. 
There are more people coming in, and it’s 
been really fun!

Megan Maher
Student

It seems like a lot of businesses are closing 
because the rent is really high here, but we 
are getting some new stores. I think it is 
probably getting better.

Ivo Soares
Owner, auto body shop

I don’t see any improvement; not much has 
changed in the last year and a half. People 
are still unemployed, and I don’t see very 
much growth. Real estate, especially com-
mercial real estate, is in very bad shape.

Eric Howard
Sales

I think the economy is rebounding in certain 
sectors. I don’t think there is a lot of job 
growth, and there will probably continue 
to be problems in the housing market since 
many people owe more than their homes 
are actually worth. We’re waiting on the 
government to figure out where we go from 
here and to pull us out of all of it.

Have a Streetwise question? E-mail editor@PleasantonWeekly.com
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(925) 271-0713 

That is the value of Zen.

HARDWOOD

LAMINATE

CARPET

VINYL

TILE

Quality Assured in Every Step

Family Owned & Operated

Hours: M-F 10:30am-5:30pm,

Sat 10:30am-4pm

3950-C Valley Ave., Pleasanton

(925) 846-7600
www.silmarfl ooring.com



Newsfront
Fitness and Health 
Fair
 Iron Horse Nutrition and Ex-
press Fitness Gym will be host-
ing a free fitness and health fair 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Aug. 7 
at the Rose Pavilion. Professional 
athletes will be on site to talk 
about products, offer helpful fit-
ness advice and sign autographs.
 The event will have vendors 
from top supplement compa-
nies, free samples, a drawing 
and contests such as the Gaspari 
Super-Pump Challenge. 

Old-fashioned ice 
cream social
 Enjoy ice cream, music and 
games at Ravenswood Histor-
ic Site’s annual Old Fashioned 
Ice Cream Social from noon-4 
p.m. this Sunday. The Pleasan-
ton Community Concert Band 
will perform a variety of musical 
styles from the 1800s and 1900s, 
including patriotic songs, oldies, 
pops and marches. Valley Banjos 
will also perform, and the event 
will feature pony rides, a baby 
petting zoo and face painting
 Ravenswood Historic Site is 
located at 2647 Arroyo Road, 
Livermore.

Donate backpacks 
for Tri-Valley 
students

 Have extra backpacks and 
school supplies? Donate them 
to Tri-Valley Haven’s fourth an-
nual Back to School Supply Dis-
tribution. The drive provides a 
new backpack, binder paper, 
notebooks, pens, pencils, and 
Payless gift cards to over 400 
homeless, near homeless and 
low income families.
 “Tri-Valley families are still 
struggling,” said Samantha Bur-
rows, director of Homeless and 
Family Support Services for the 
Haven. “Just as we have seen an 
increase in families turning to the 
food pantry to make ends meet, 
we expect an increase in families 
lining up for the school supply 
drive. What has historically been 
a rite of passage is for many fami-
lies, a huge financial burden.”
 Donations can be dropped off 
Monday-Thursday until Aug. 12 
at the Tri-Valley Haven Commu-
nity Building, 3663 Pacific Ave., 
Livermore. The distribution will 
be held from 1-5 p.m. Aug. 17 
at 418 Junction Ave., first come, 
first served.

Corrections
 The story on high school jazz 
musician Chris Palowitch includ-
ed information on his brother 
John, whose trio will perform at 
the Pleasanton Library at 7 p.m. 
Aug. 19. Chris may be heard 
performing at the Monterey Jazz 
Festival on Sept. 19.

DIGEST
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BY GLENN WOHLTMANN
 A Pleasanton-based staffing 
company is being criticized by 
workers who say they’re owed 
money for work they did but were 
never paid for.
 The workers, 12 in Oregon and 
at least two in California, say they 
submitted timesheets to Aptitude 
Staffing Solutions and were repeat-
edly promised checks but never 
received them.
 Now the case has moved into the 
courts and has been handed to of-
ficials in both states.
 Carmen Meuter, a 70-year-old 
physical therapist who lives in 
Brentwood, is awaiting a hearing 
from the state labor board. She’s 
also filed a lawsuit in small claims 
court in an effort to get the money 
she says she’s owed.

 The state Department of In-
dustrial Relations, which handles 
wage claims, shows Meuter has 
filed a claim seeking 106 hours 
in unpaid earnings. Aptitude has 
another open claim in California 
from Allison Abels, who has not 
received her final pay, and also has 
seven closed claims. State officials 
could not immediately determine 
whether Aptitude had won or lost 
those prior claims. 
 The California Secretary of State 
shows two listings for Aptitude 
Staffing, one filed in 2005 in Walnut 
Creek and one filed in Pleasanton 
in 2008. Both list Darren Lawson 
as owner, although he calls himself 
vice president of recruiting. Pleasan-
ton city records show that Aptitude 
Staffing filed a business permit in 
2008 but it expired at the end of the 

year and was never renewed.
 “I’ve served him (Lawson) the 
papers. We have a date on Aug. 
25,” Meuter said. “I know he won’t 
show up, so I’ll get a judgment.”
 Meuter said she worked for Ap-
titude Staffing last year. At first, 
she was paid. Then, she said, 
checks started showing up late 
and finally stopped coming alto-
gether. Meuter said she was never 
paid for work she did from Nov. 
15 until Dec. 31, 2009.
 She said she’s owed about $4,500 
— and that the company is keeping 
her from doing any more work for 
the home health care agency that 
hired her through Aptitude.
 Meuter has contacted police 
in Pleasanton but was told they 
couldn’t help her, she said.
 The workers in Oregon have the 

same story. They were hired by 
Aptitude to work at Safeway ware-
houses in Clackamas; again, checks 
started showing up late, and again, 
stopped altogether.
 Brookes Gulleff says she worked 
for the Safeway grocery warehouse 
but was never paid.
 “The job was to pay $13.75 an 
hour and was to have lasted about 
two and a half weeks, 88 hours 
total. I was filling in for a girl that 
was going on vacation,” Gulleff 
said, adding that she was told it 
was possible to get hired by Safe-
way directly.
 When her first check never ar-
rived, she contacted Aptitude Staff-
ing, which repeatedly claimed it 
had placed checks in the mail and, 
twice, promised to send checks by 

Temp workers say they were bilked by local staffing firm
Employees say paychecks slowed, then stopped coming

JEB BING

Chief Jim Miguel of the Livermore-Pleasanton Fire Department chats with youngsters on Silver Street during the 
neighborhood’s National Night Out festivities Tuesday.

See SAFEWAY on Page 7

BY JEB BING
 Hundreds turned out Tuesday 
night in 36 different Pleasanton 
neighborhoods for the city’s an-
nual participation in National 
Night Out, an event that took place 
across the country.
 The block parties that con-
stitute National Night Out have 
been taking place for 27 years. 
The goal of the nationwide event 
is to raise crime and drug aware-
ness, generate support for an-
ti-crime programs, strengthen 
neighborhood spirit, and to send 
a message to criminals that com-
munities are fighting back.
 Pleasanton began its involve-
ment in the event 10 years ago, 
with four block parties. Tuesday 
night, many local streets were 

closed as neighborhoods spon-
sored games and contests for the 
children with everyone joining in 
barbecues, potluck dinners, ap-
petizers and ice cream socials.
 At Harvest Valley Church’s park-
ing lot off Hopyard Road, DJ Glenn 
Wohltmann (who is also a reporter 
for the Pleasanton Weekly) played 
dance music and announced con-
test winners at the Valley Trails 
neighborhood block party. More 
than 50 households joined in the 
celebration with a tri-tip barbecue 
and a visit by a fire truck and crew 
from the Livermore-Pleasanton 
Fire Department.
 Firefighters showed the more 
than 30 children at the party how 
the fire truck works and had the 
kids don their helmets.

 Also hosting 50 homes and more 
were block parties in Del Prado 
Park and on Beachwood Way while 
residents of more than 30 apart-
ments, including 20 children, got 
together outside the Promenade 
Apartments on Case Avenue for a 
barbecue, games and prizes.
 Besides firefighters visiting at 
many of the locations, Pleasan-
ton police led by Chief Michael 
Fraser made numerous stops at 
the neighborhood parties along 
with City Manager Nelson Fialho 
and some members of the City 
Council.
 Nationally, it was estimated that 
more than 37 million people in 
15,000 communities participated 
in this year’s National Night Out 
festivities. 

Haggerty 
honors 

firefighters, 
deputies 

Hundreds jam pavilion 
for supervisor’s annual 

barbecue

BY JEB BING
 Alameda County Supervisor Scott 
Haggerty recognized three firefighters 
from the Alameda County Fire De-
partment and two deputies from the 
Alameda County Sheriff’s Office as the 
recipients of the 2010 Fire Fighter and 
the 2010 Law Enforcement Officer of 
the Year Awards at Haggerty’s 14th an-
nual barbecue Friday night.
 The event, part of Haggerty’s an-
nual fundraising efforts, was held 
at the Alameda County Fairgrounds 
pavilion.
 “I am humbled by the contribu-
tions and sacrifices, day in and day 
out, of our public safety personnel,” 
Haggerty said. “This award is a small 
but heartfelt way that I can recognize 
these people for their work.”
 Among those honored was Joe 
Davis of Pleasanton, who retired from 
the Alameda County Sheriff’s office 
Aug. 3, 1984, after serving 30 years as 
deputy sheriff. He joined the Sheriff’s 
office at the age of 24 after serving 
in the Navy during the Korean War. 
Over the years, he served in various 
roles including 16 years assigned to 
the county’s Santa Rita Jail in Dublin.
 Davis worked at every courthouse 
in the county including serving as 
civil and criminal marshal in charge 
of the Livermore-Pleasanton courts 
and at the Fremont Hall of Jus-
tice. Davis was the last constable to 
serve in Alameda County, and his 
record reflects never having taken a 

National Night Out festivities 
36 neighborhoods participate with potlucks, ice cream socials and music

See HAGGERTY on Page 7
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TAKE US ALONG
Racing day: 
Bob Scott 
and his paper 
attend the In-
dianapolis 500 
with members 
of the Lambda 
Chi Alpha 
fraternity from 
Indiana State 
University. This 
was the third 
year they met 
together at the 
Indy but before 
that they 
hadn’t seen 
each other for 
more than 38 
years.

BY JEB BING
 Karla Brown, a real estate broker 
associate and an 18-year Pleas-
anton resident, filed paperwork 
Monday with City Clerk Karen 
Diaz to become a candidate in the 
Nov. 2 election for City Council.
 Brown said that she and her 
husband Tim Belcher have been 
involved in the community as 
they raised their three daugh-
ters, coached RAGE soccer, vol-
unteered in their schools and 
worked to protect Pleasanton.
 “As a Pleasanton business 
woman, I am interested in growth 
that is well balanced and will pre-
serve our community’s excellent 
quality of life,” Brown said.
 “I was very disappointed when 
a few of our current City Council 
members stood on street corners 
downtown, discouraging citizens 

from placing two controversial 
issues on the ballot,” Brown said. 
“The citizens’ goals were to put 
stricter ridge-
line protec-
tions to a vote, 
and ultimately 
into law. The 
citizens also in-
tended to block 
construction of 
a recently ap-
proved ridge-
line develop-
ment called 
‘Oak Grove.’”
 “Through hard work, money and 
perseverance, the citizens won, ul-
timately nullifying the council’s 
approval,” she added. “I think lis-
tening to the citizens and the pro-
tection of our city are vital charac-
teristics of a good council member. 

I am concerned that many of our 
council members may be more in-
terested in special interest groups, 
than in representing the people. It 
is time for a change in Pleasanton 
politics.”
 Before working in Pleasanton, 
Brown earned a business degree 
from San Jose State University, 
and was a successful manager in 
Silicon Valley. She is currently 
president of the Women’s Council 
of Realtors in Dublin and presi-
dent of the Kottinger Ranch Ho-
meowners Association, the com-
munity where she lives.
 She is a broker associate with 
Keller-William Realty in Pleasanton.
 For more information, contact 
Brown at 200-1909 or visit her 
website at www.Vote4Karla.com, 
which she said will be up and 
running shortly. 

 Jeff Bowser, who ran unsuccess-
fully for the Pleasanton Unified 
School District board two years ago, 
announced this week that he will try 
again in what is becoming a highly 
competitive race to fill two seats on 
the board in the Nov. 2 election.
 He joins two others who earlier 
announced their candidacy: Sandy 
Piderit, a Pleasanton resident since 
2008 who is currently a visiting as-
sociate professor at the Naval Post-
graduate School in Monterey, and 
Joan Laursen, this year’s president 
of the Pleasanton Parent Teacher 
Association Council.
 Board member Jim Ott has said 
he will not seek re-election to a 
second four-year term. Long-time 
board member Pat Kernan, whose 
term of office also is expiring, has 

not said if he will seek re-elec-
tion. Kernan was appointed to the 
school board in November 1997, 
was elected in November 2001 
and ran unopposed, as did Ott, in 
November 2006. The school board 
has no term limits. Kernan has not 
responded to phone calls; he has 
until 5 p.m. today to file.
 Bowser taught at Village High 
School for five years and was an 
administrator at Amador and in 
outside districts before managing a 
sales team that works with top cli-
ents at AT&T, where he has been a 
manager for the past 10 years. Along 
with having children in the school 
system, Bowser’s wife teaches third 
grade at Hearst Elementary School.
 Piderit holds a doctorate degree 
in Business Administration from 

the University of Michigan in Ann 
Arbor and has taught management 
and organizational behavior courses 
for more than a decade. In addition 
to her teaching position at the Naval 
Postgraduate School, she has served 
on the School Site Council at Alisal 
Elementary since last August. She 
moved to Pleasanton with her hus-
band and daughter in July 2008.
 She will hold a public ice cream 
social and campaign kickoff Aug. 
27.
 Laursen, who announced her 
candidacy back in March, has long 
been active in local school pro-
grams and fundraising campaigns. 
She headed last year’s effort to gain 
voter approval of a parcel tax and 
also has spearheaded community 
fundraising. 

Karla Brown, who helped stop Oak Grove 
development, to run for council 

8-year resident is president of homeowners’ group, Realtors’ council

Now there are 3 in this year’s  
school board election 

 Business executive Jeff Bowser joins Laursen,  
Piderit in November race; Kernan still undecided

A Professional Accounting Corporation
You’re More Than Just a Number!

Julie Loomis, CPA

IMPORTANT

Serving the Tri-Valley for 26 years

$25 off non 

prescription  

sunglasses

August 26th
4pm to 8pm

463-2150
6155 Stoneridge Drive, Suite 100, Pleasanton

(at the corner of Stoneridge & Franklin, between Hopyard & I-680)

Summer Fashion Series Presents
Christion Dior and Giorgio Armani

Foothill  
Optometric Group

Come view and be styled in the latest couture 
eyewear for men, women and children.

Two designer collections  
with classic, forever elegance 

that's timeless.

Karla Brown



BY BOB DE WITT, SPECIAL TO THE 
PLEASANTON WEEKLY 

 Paula Creamer, Pleasanton’s home-
town hero, has been teeing it up in 
Europe the last two weeks with a 
new title to get used to: United States 
Women’s Open champion.
 Creamer barely needed a jetliner 
to cross the Atlantic, still flying high 
after winning the Open on July 11 
at famed Oakmont Country Club 
near Pittsburgh, Pa. The 23-year-
old seized her first major and ninth 
win as a professional by executing 
near-perfect approach shots on the 
back nine, closing with a 69 to win 
by four shots.
 The list of major champions at 
Oakmont reads like a Who’s Who 
of Golf: Sarazen, Jones, Snead, 
Hogan, Nicklaus, Miller, and now, 
Paula Creamer. With Asian players 
winning nine of the 12 events thus 
far this season on the LPGA Tour, 
the Pink Panther is proud to be 
born in the U.S.A.
 “I always think an American 
should be on this U.S. Open tro-
phy,” Creamer told sportswriters as 
her surgically-repaired hand con-
tinued to throb. “I think that we’ve 
proven in the last couple of months 
that the Americans are there.”
 The pride of Pleasanton’s Cas-
tlewood Country Club struggled 

through most of the 2009 season 
after contracting an intestinal illness 
in Mexico, and had played only 
four tournaments since a March 30 
operation to repair stretched liga-
ments in her left thumb. But miss-
ing the cut the previous week at 
the Jamie Farr Classic near Toledo, 
Ohio, may have been a veiled bless-
ing, allowing Creamer to rest and 
focus on Oakmont. She was well 
prepared, having studied DVD’s 
of Angel Cabrera’s win at the U.S. 
Open in 2007, and badly wanted 
to win this championship.
 “What’s happened in the past 
has made me a stronger person,” 
Creamer said. “I’m a grinder. I’m 
gonna give it 110 percent, and we’ll 
see what happens.”
 Proud parents Karen and Paul 
Creamer walked all four rounds 
with their daughter, who lived in 
Pleasanton until age 14 before mov-
ing to Florida to practice and play 
full-time. Mom and dad now live 
seven houses away at Isleworth.
 As members of Castlewood 
watched on TV, cheering her on, 
Creamer stuck irons close to the 
hole on 13, 14, 15 and 16, draining 
two birdie putts to pull away from 
the field. Whom did she ask for 
advice before teeing off Thursday?
 “I did a clinic with the King 

— (Arnold Palmer), and I asked 
him, What do I need to do around 
here?” Creamer answered. “He said, 
(don’t) three-putt, and keep your 
head down the whole time.”
 Creamer’s first win in nearly two 
years was worth $585,000, and 
with fellow American Cristie Kerr’s 
victory in the LPGA Championship 
last month, the struggling women’s 
tour can also wave the Red, White 
and Blue.
 “It’s great to see another Ameri-
can win,” said Kerr. “I think we can 

all stop answering, ‘When are the 
Americans going to come up for 
the challenge?’”
 Although she didn’t place first, 
Creamer went on to win $18,568 
in the Evian Masters held July 
21-14 in France, and $28,722 in 
the Ricoh Women’s British Open, 
which ended Sunday.

Editor’s note: Reporter Bob De Witt has 
covered major championships on the 
men’s, women’s, senior and amateur 
tours. He is based in Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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overnight delivery.
 When she raised the issue with 
her manager at Safeway, she was 
told not to worry.
 “She said that I should continue 
to work my scheduled shift,” Gull-
eff said. “She said, ‘Don’t worry 
about it, Safeway’s a big company, 
we’ll make sure you get paid.’”
 That story changed later, when 
her manager told her to stop work 
because Safeway couldn’t guarantee 
her pay. Gulleff said her manager 
told her she had talked to Safeway’s 
human resources and legal depart-
ment, and said she didn’t think 
Gulleff would get paid, but that she 
wouldn’t elaborate. 
 Safeway spokeswoman Teena 
Massingill said in an email that 
Safeway has stopped doing busi-
ness with Aptitude.
 “This is an extremely unfortu-
nate situation,” Massingill said. 

“We lived up to our contractual 
obligation to Aptitude and fully 
expect Aptitude to fulfill its obliga-
tion to its employees by providing 
full payment for all time worked.”
 Meanwhile, Guleff said she’s in a 
bind because she counted on Apti-
tude’s promises to pay.
 “I’m about to be evicted from my 
apartment,” she said. “My electric-
ity is about to be shut off. I’m ex-
tremely financially strapped. I don’t 
have a dollar to my name.”
 Gulleff said she and two others 
have filed claims with the Oregon 
Bureau of Labor and Industries.
 An Internet search shows 10 
employees at Aptitude Staffing, but 
the firm is operated from a single 
room in a building at 6200 Ston-
eridge Mall Road that rents office 
and receptionist services. Aptitude 
still has employment ads at several 
online job sites, but the company’s 
website, which promises “advanced 
recruiting technology” and “indus-
try-experienced recruiting teams,” 

has links that no longer work. 
 Guleff said recruiting in Oregon 
was largely done by a temp worker 
at Safeway who would round up his 
friends to cover shifts. Gullett said 
that man is also waiting to get paid.
 Aptitude also has created a new 
Facebook site after its original site 
filled with complaints about work-
ers not being paid — complaints 
made, for the most part, by Gulleff.
 Repeated telephone calls to Law-
son went unanswered, but Law-
son did respond to email inquiries 
about the workers’ claims. He said 
that “(o)ur records indicate that all 
candidates hired through Aptitude 
Staffing Solutions have been paid in 
full,” but noted that he’s aware “of 
a handful of preceding employees 
who have attempted to produce 
fraudulent checks and/or timesheets 
on Aptitude’s payroll account.”
 Labor officials in Oregon and 
California are investigating the 
claims, and Meuter’s case is set to 
be heard later this month. 

 

 

 

 

Why Pay 
More?

Hay ♦ Feed ♦ Tack ♦ Grooming

We carry a great selection of hay, 
grain shavings and other quality 

livestock products

 

 

 

 

WE DELIVER to the 

Bay Area, including:

Pleasanton, San Ramon, 
Livermore, Woodside, 

Portola Valley, La Honda 
Menlo Park & Salinas(408) 289-8626
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SAFEWAY
Continued from Page 5

Paula Creamer in Europe after winning Oakmont Open 
Pride of Castlewood drains 2 birdie putts to take title

FILE PHOTO

Paula Creamer, 23, shown at Castle-
wood Country Club, won her first 
major professional tournament earlier 
this month.

he also was active in the Alameda 
County Retired Deputy Sheriff’s As-
sociation with key roles organizing 
activities and events for its mem-
bers over the years. Appointed by 
Haggerty, he also served on the 
county’s Advisory Commission on 
Aging.
 One of two recipients of the 
2010 Law Enforcement Officer of 
the Year Award, Davis was recog-
nized for his years of distinguished 
service as well as his many contri-
butions to Alameda County and the 
community, his work ethic and un-

wavering commitment to service.
 The second Law Enforcement 
award recipient, Sheriff’s Deputy 
Derek Pope, is a 20-year veteran of 
the Alameda County Sheriff’s Office 
currently assigned to the Airport 
Police Services at Oakland Interna-
tional Airport.
 On March 21, 2009, Pope was 
on patrol when he and his partner 
responded to the “officer down 
call” on the day when two Oak-
land police officers were shot dur-
ing a routine traffic stop in the 
74th Avenue and MacArthur Bou-
levard area in Oakland. Two more 
Oakland SWAT team officers were 
killed in the attempt to apprehend 

the suspected killer.
 The 2010 Fire Fighter of the Year 
Award recipients from the Alameda 
County Fire Department were Dep-
uty Fire Chief Demetrious Shaffer, 
Capt. Robert Bodnar, both formerly 
of the Newark Fire Department, and 
Capt. John Whiting, formerly of the 
Union City Fire Department. 
 “Deputy Chief Shaffer, Capt. Bod-
nar and Capt. Whiting are being 
recognized for their service to their 
communities and for their vision and 
support to deliver service efficiently 
and effectively to Alameda County 
communities while preserving fire 
fighting jobs,” Haggerty said. 

—Jeb Bing

HAGGERTY
Continued from Page 5

(925) 484-3955
4125 Mohr Avenue, Ste. K 

Pleasanton 

www.LifetimeWellness.biz

Dr. Lori T. Mancuso
Naturopath/Chiropractor
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Let digging begin  
at Staples Ranch
Dear Editor,
 Through a number of sources, 
we have heard that an agreement 
regarding the development of 
Stoneridge Creek Continuing Life 
Communities and other Staples 
Ranch property is at hand. It has 
been a long time coming!
 As prospective residents of Ston-
eridge Creek, we are thrilled that 
the many involved entities, i.e., 
the cities of Pleasanton, Livermore 
and Dublin, as well as Alameda 
County, Alameda Creek Alliance, 
Safe Streets Pleasanton and other 
involved parties have all worked 
together to assure that each group’s 
needs are met. We are thankful 
for all their efforts. It is our fer-
vent hope that the details of this 

long-awaited asset to Pleasanton 
can now be approved by our City 
Council at its meeting Aug. 24. Let 
the digging begin!

Bart and Barbara Costerus

Gala too costly  
for ‘the people’
Dear Editor,
 I just saw Sandra Kay’s letter 
in the Pleasanton Weekly (July 
30) and am curious if her sug-
gestion to lower the gala ticket 
prices is being considered? I know 
that there are many Pleasanton 
residents who are not in the “elite” 
club but would love to attend 
something so anticipated as the 
opening of the new arts center. I 
am aware of the free open house 
the next day, but really, that is not 
the same, is it?
 Does the city have any plans to 
offer tickets at a reduced rate and 
open the event up to “the people”?

Kimberly Williams

LETTERS

Opinion

Several large companies and the Livermore Chamber of Commerce 
are pushing for a moniker for the Tri-Valley so that those not famil-
iar with where we’re located can more easily find us. They say that 

the names Silicon Valley, Research Triangle Park in North Carolina and 
Route 128 outside of Boston are recognized as leading technologically-
sophisticated regions. But even though the Tri-Valley is currently home to 
765 high-tech companies, there’s no “there” there when the Tri-Valley is 
mentioned beyond Northern California. “Where is, what is the Tri-Valley?” 
Marty Beard, president of Dublin-based Sybase told a luncheon gathering 
last week where he introduced a proposed new designation: “Innovation 
Tri-Valley.” It’s a proposal by some local business executives, stakeholders 
and civic leaders, including Chevron in San Ramon, Adept Technologies 
in Pleasanton and Sandia National Laboratories and Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory in Livermore. They say it’s time to achieve the vision 
of becoming an innovation hub as a region.
 Last May, the newly formed Innovation Tri-Valley Steering Commit-
tee worked to assess the region’s innovation potential. The results were 
compiled into a report composed of interviews, an inventory of regional 
assets and instructive case studies. The report serves as a point of refer-
ence for developing further plans and programs and as a benchmark for 
measuring future progress. Based on the findings from the report, the ITV 
Steering Committee worked to develop a roadmap that would leverage 
existing assets and address key challenges. The Innovation plan includes 
a strategic vision, and initiatives that will be critical in achieving success. 
Beard identified those goals as including a greater integration among the 
region’s organizations and assets, job growth generation and a sustainable 
economy and community. Easy to say. Getting there is the hard part. 
 The Tri-Valley already has a fertile business environment. Innovation 
Tri-Valley wants to turn up the heat by attracting businesses to grow in 
the region, generating jobs, retaining the top talent and expanding the 
number of major corporations based here. It also proposes joint marketing 
and public relations campaigns to establish a regional identity, including 
events such as major business conventions and seminars. It proposes 
raising awareness of this part of the world through an Annual Innovation 
Forum to become a flagship event, with official reports on Innovation 
Tri-Valley to be published and widely distributed. The group also wants 
to create a one-stop package for establishing businesses in the Tri-Valley, 
leveraging a network of incubation facilities to encourage start-up busi-
nesses and develop programs to support scaling businesses.
 It’s a start at building a better geographical identity to strengthen busi-
ness development and retention in the Tri-Valley. But it will take a greater 
involvement from companies, cities, organizations and government agen-
cies than Beard had last week, where companies such as Safeway, Oracle 
and even the mayor of San Ramon were noticeably absent. The Livermore 
Chamber deserves credit for sponsoring the meeting; the next one needs 
to focus on getting more city officials and businesses to participate, thus 
convincing the rest of us this effort is really worth it.  

‘Innovation Tri-Valley’ — Is that us?
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EL BALAZO
LEGENDARY MEXICAN

Buy one lunch or dinner and two drinks 
and get the second lunch or dinner FREE.

Lowest price lunch or dinner is free.  With this coupon. Cannot be 
combined with any other offers. One coupon per person, per visit. 

Seafood excluded. Not valid on Value Meals. Expires 8/13/10.

Free Lunch  
or Dinner

4515 Rosewood Dr 
(In the Walmart Center)

Pleasanton
734-8226

5331 Hopyard Rd 
(Right off 580 East)

Pleasanton
737-1300

Best Catering Value in Tri-Valley
El Balazo offers two extremely affordable catering  

packages to please any crowd.  The price cannot be beat —  

with food made fresh, just for your order.  Tamales filled by 

hand and steamed, chicken flautas seasoned to perfection, 

hand rolled and fried.  Meats grilled minutes before 

you receive them.  Rice and beans made the way your 

grandmother used to cook — with care and love.

Affordable Package No. 1 ($8.50 per person)
Not too heavy and just right for any crowd, this includes:

 

 

 

Disposable eating and serving needs

Affordable Package No. 2 ($11.95 per person)
Perfect for the hungriest of crowds, this includes:

Entrees of your choice including our charbroiled meats, 

 

 

Disposable eating and serving needs 
 

Need Servers??  No problem.  
Equipment Rental??  No problem.  

Margaritas??  No problem. 
 

Let El Balazo handle your next 
family, team, retirement, office,  

or wedding function.
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Edward Josef Rank 

 Edward Josef Rank died July 
29 at the age of 75 at his home in 
Pleasanton.
 He was born 
Feb. 5, 1935, 
in Stuttgart-
Hohenhe im, 
Germany, to 
Josef and Rosa 
Rank. He left 
Germany and 
found his way 
to Toronto, 
Canada, in the mid-1950s, where 
he remained for about six years. 
He bought a car and drove to 
San Francisco, where he met his 
future wife, Ursula. They settled 
in Pleasanton in 1971 after brief 
residences in Marin County and 
Hayward. They became U.S. citi-
zens in 1979. 
 Mr. Rank’s passions included 
sailing, skiing and golfing. He 
also loved traveling and explor-
ing the California coastline and 
the mountains. He returned to 
Germany every few years to visit 
his relatives, some who still live 
in the family home built by his 
father.

 He was predeceased by his wife 
Ursula in 2003, and sisters Rosa-
munde, Irmgard and Elisabeth. 
He is survived by his sister Renate 
of southern Germany; his chil-
dren Elke Rank of Pleasanton and 
Stephan Rank of Parker, Colo.; 
daughter-in-law Kelly Hering-
Rank; and three grandchildren. 
Memorial services will be held at 
1 p.m. Aug. 7 at Graham-Hitch 
Mortuary, 4167 First St., Pleasan-
ton, with a reception to follow at 
his home. Donations may be made 
to the Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society or Hope Hospice.

Bernice Rose Schott

 Pleasanton resident Bernice 
Rose Schott died July 24 in Fre-
mont at the age of 85.
 She was born Feb. 7, 1925, 
in San Francisco, and lived in 
Pleasanton for 39 years. She loved 
knitting and spending time with 
her family. She also loved animals, 
television, going to Swiss dances 
and picnics, plus she was an A’s 
and Giants fan.
 Mrs. Schott was predeceased 
by her husband Albert Raymond 
Schott and sisters Rose Marie 
Schroff and Katherine Bensen. 
She is survived by her daughters 
Patricia of Manteca and Mary of 
Livermore; brothers Joe Kennel of 

San Francisco and Robert Kennel 
of San Bruno; and three grand-
children. Services were held at 
St. Augustine Catholic Church in 
Pleasanton on July 28; burial is at 
Holy Cross Cemetery in Colma. 
Donations can be made to the 
SPCA, No Kill Animal Shelters 
and Animal Rescue.

Carmen L. Jarnagin

 Carmen L. Jarnagin, a resident 
of Pleasanton since 1958, died 
July 17 at the age of 94.
 She was born July 4, 1916, and 
raised in Gridley. She was an inte-
rior designer and member of PEO 
and of Castlewood Country Club 
since 1957. She enjoyed bridge 
club, tea parties and her family. 
She was also the co-founder of 
Eden Hospital.
 Mrs. Jarnagin was predeceased 
by her husband Dennis B. Jarnagin 
in June 1991. She is survived by 
their four sons, Michael D. Jarnagin 
of Piedmont, Patrick G. Jarnagin 
of Pleasanton, Jim B. Jarnagin of 
Pleasanton, and Terry K. Jarnagin 
of Arnold; several grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren; sister Do-
reen Johnson of Castro Valley; and 
her three nieces. Friends and family 
are invited to a memorial at 11 a.m. 
Aug. 14 at Graham Hitch Mortuary, 
4167 First St., Pleasanton.

OBITUARIES

www.VintageSenior.com

License No. 075601454

The Tri-Valley’s Premier 
Retirement Community

Mention this ad by 
8/31 & receive $2500 

for moving costs!

Call (925) 803-9100 this week 
to schedule your visit. 

Featuring Independent & 
Assisted Living Studios, 

1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments

The following information on 
Pleasanton births was provided by 
ValleyCare Medical Center. 

June 19

Leanne and Christopher Jackson,  
two boys

June 24

Bhavna and Sanjay Vara, a girl

June 28

Elizabeth and Geoffrey Lane, a girl

June 30

Maria and Julian Silva, a girl 

July 3

Geetha and Rajasekaran Rajendran, a boy

July 16

Jeanette and Tudor Bosman, a girl

July 21

Cynthia and Christian Megino, a boy

July 22

Lauren and Charles Dimiceli, a boy  

BIRTHS

Diana Fuller and  
John Eudy

 Diana Fuller and John Eudy were 
married July 10 on a cliff overlook-
ing the Pacific Ocean at the Cliffs 
Resort in Pismo Beach, with a re-
ception at the resort.
 Diana, a fifth-generation Pleas-
antonian, is the daughter of Duke 
Fuller of Pleasanton and Konnie 
Fuller of Dublin. She is a gradu-
ate of University of Phoenix with 
a masters degree in accounting. 
She works as a project manager for 
Mountain Cascade.
 John is the son of Robin and John 

Eudy of Danville. He is a graduate 
of Cal State University Chico with 
a degree in business administration 
and marketing. He is also a project 
manager at Mountain Cascade.
 The couple honeymooned at 
Emerald Bay in the Bahamas and 
resides in Livermore.

WEDDINGS

WEDDINGS ● ENGAGEMENTS ● OBITUARIES ● BIRTHSTransitions
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POLICE REPORT

The Pleasanton Police Department 
made the following information avail-
able. Under the law, those charged 
with offenses are considered innocent 
until convicted.

July 27
Theft

■ 7:19 p.m. in the 7300 block of 
Johnson Drive; petty theft

■ 11:41 p.m. in the 4500 block of 
Rosewood Drive; grand theft

Automotive burglary

■ 1:20 p.m. in the 4500 block of 
Pleasanton Avenue

Marijuana possession

■ 11:58 a.m. at the intersection of 
Stonecliff Vista Lane and Case Avenue

July 28
Theft

■ 9:22 a.m. in the7600 block of Canyon 
Meadows Circle; grand theft

■ 1:01 p.m. in the 6000 block of 
Johnson Drive; shoplifting, burglary

■ 5:59 p.m. in the 1500 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft

Burglary

■ 4:31 p.m. in the 3800 block of 
Vineyard Avenue

■ 5:39 p.m. in the 2100 block of 
Camino Brazos

■ 6:05 p.m. in the 7000 block of Valley 
Trails Drive

Battery

■ 9:41 p.m. in the 4500 block of 
Rosewood Drive

Vandalism

■ 7:04 p.m. at the intersection of Birch 
Creek Drive and Vineyard Avenue

Drug/alcohol charges

■ 1:26 a.m. at the intersection of Valley 

Avenue and Santa Rita Road; DUI

■ 8:10 p.m. in the 3800 block of 
Vineyard Avenue; possession of a non-
narcotic controlled substance

■ 10:22 p.m. in the 600 block of 
Junipero Street; under the influence of 
a controlled substance

July 29
Theft

■ 9:13 a.m. in the 3300 block of 
Hartwell Court; auto theft

■ 12:30 p.m. in the 2300 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; grand theft

Burglary

■ 8:48 a.m. in the 3800 block of 
Vineyard Avenue; automotive burglary

■ 12:51 p.m. in the 2400 block of 
Raven Road

■ 4:47 p.m. in the 5500 block of 
Springhouse Drive

Drug/alcohol charges

■ 1:22 p.m. in the 3900 block of Kern 
Court; marijuana possession

■ 10:20 p.m. in the 2300 block of E. 
Ruby Hill Drive; DUI

July 30
Theft

■ 10:18 a.m. in the 4400 block of 
Railroad Avenue; petty theft

■ 4:30 p.m. in the 7000 block of Koll 
Center Parkway; theft

Vandalism

■ 10:18 a.m. in the 3600 block of 
Andrews Drive

Drug/alcohol charges

■ 2:08 a.m. at the intersection of Valley 
Avenue and Santa Rita Road; DUI

■ 10:07 a.m. in the 3600 block of 
Andrews Drive; DUI, possession of a 
controlled substance

July 31
Theft

■ 8:47 a.m. in the 2900 block of Calle 
De La Mesa; theft

■ 5:59 p.m. in the 4200 block of Echo 
Court; identity theft

Assault with a deadly weapon

■ 10:23 p.m. in the 5000 block of 
Hopyard Road

Brandishing a firearm

■ 10:34 a.m. in the 5600 block of Black 
Avenue

Vandalism

■ 8:47 a.m. in the 7300 block of 
Johnson Drive

Automotive burglary

■ 12:05 a.m. in the 2100 block of Valley 
Avenue

Drug/alcohol charges

■ 1:46 a.m. in the 1700 block of Santa 
Rita Road; DUI

■ 1:54 a.m. at the intersection of 
Hopyard Road and Golden Road; 
DUI

■ 3:31 p.m. at the intersection of Bernal 
Avenue and Tawny Drive; DUI

Aug. 1
Theft

■ 12:24 p.m. in the 3400 block of 
Andrews Drive; grand theft

■ 2:01 p.m. in the 3200 block of 
Clifford Circle; forgery

Vandalism

■ 10:41 a.m. at the intersection of 
Santa Rita Road and Jensen Street

Aug. 2
Public drunkenness

■ 12:59 a.m. in the 300 block of Ray 
Street; public drunkenness, resisting 
arrest

Community Pulse
POLICE BULLETIN & LOG

Police investigate stabbing

 A local man received what Pleasanton police Lt. 
Craig Eicher described as a “non-life-threatening” 
stabbing around 11:30 p.m. Sunday.
 The man told police he had bought cigarettes at 
Perry’s Liquor in the 4300 block of Valley Avenue 
when he became involved in an altercation nearby. 

The man didn’t realize he’d been stabbed until after 
he fled the scene and was near his home, according 
to a police report.
 The victim and witnesses said there were two as-
sailants. The first is described as a Hispanic man in 
his early 20s, 6 feet 3 inches tall, 250 pounds, with 
short brown hair and a goatee, wearing a red T-shirt 
and jeans; the second was described as a Hispanic 
man in his early 20s, between 5 feet 10 inches and 6 
feet tall, about 180 pounds, clean shaven with short 
black hair, also wearing a red T-shirt and blue jeans.
 Police are investigating the incident.

POLICE BULLETIN

WEEKLY MEETING NOTICES

ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  
AND PUBLIC COMMENT IS WELCOME

The above represents a sampling of upcoming meeting items. 
For complete information, please visit  

www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/community/calendar

The following commission and committee meetings have 

been cancelled:

ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL TIPS
Plastic Bags

Reduce

Reuse

Recycle

  Note:

Alternative uses for plastic bags:

N.E.A.T Award
Neighborhood Environment Attractiveness Team

The “NEAT” Neighborhood Environment Attractiveness Team award is designed to highlight a particular downtown 

building or property that has been improved or that is considered unique in design, architecture or style.

A Touch of Health Day Spa is this quarter’s 
recipient’s of the Pleasanton Downtown 
Association “NEAT” Award. 

This day spa has made a number 
of enhancements to beautify the 
property, creating a relaxing and 
inviting setting. 

484-1726
377 St. Mary St., Pleasanton
www.ATouchofHealthDaySpa.com

Fences 
Arbors
Decks 
& more!

575 Boulder Court, Pleasanton 925.426.9620

Your local fence company
for over 12 years

www. BorgFence.com

63
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BY BRITTANY HERSH

Love, deception and honor are all 
themes in Shakespeare’s comedy 
“Much Ado About Nothing,” and 

Woman’s Will, the Bay Area’s all-female 
Shakespeare Company, will take center 
stage at Centennial Park in Pleasanton on 
Aug. 15 to perform the beloved play.
 “Much Ado” follows two pairs of lovers 
as they navigate through social shame, 
distrust, uncertainty and grace. Benedick 
and Beatrice are locked in a battle of wits 
and secretly fall in love after some crafty 
urging by their friends. Claudio and Hero 
fall fast in love but their relationship is 
soon tested due to a humiliating lie plant-
ed by Don John, the illegitimate brother 
of an Aragon nobleman.
 “It’s like an all-you-can-eat buffet. There 
are engaging stories, with the sauce of 
beautiful words, basted in bawdy spices. 
There is imagery to scoop up, like huge 
clouds made of meringue spooned onto 
your dessert,” said Director Lisa Edsall 
Giglio. 
 This is Giglio’s first time directing a 
full-length production for the group and 
when it offered her a spot in the com-
pany and a Shakespearean comedy, she 
“couldn’t resist.”
 Actress Maddox Pratt, who plays 
Benedick, is not new to Woman’s Will. 
While this is her acting debut with the 
company, she was the assistant director 

for Romeo and Juliet in 2007. 
 According to Pratt, “Much Ado About 
Nothing” is the blueprint for all modern 
day sitcoms with characters bantering 
back and forth and being tricked into 
showing their true feelings.
 “It’s a feel-good play,” Pratt said, “When 
we laugh at the characters in the show we 
can laugh a little bit at ourselves and leave 
a little more lighthearted.”
 Woman’s Will is a unique company due 
to its all-female cast. Started 13 years ago 
by retired Artistic Director Erin Merritt, 
it gave women a chance to be casted in 
iconic roles such as Romeo and Hamlet.
 “The writing is beautiful,” Giglio said. 
“We want to explore great literature and 
play writing.”
 Actress Lauren Spencer moved to the 
Bay Area from New York about a year ago 
and is making her Woman’s Will debut as 
Beatrice.
 “I was really attracted to the mission of 
Woman’s Will,” Spencer said. “There is a 
deficit in woman’s roles and this company 
provides opportunities for people who are 
not male to play these powerful roles.” 
 Pratt sees no difference in playing men’s 
and women’s roles.
 “I approach every role by asking what 
is the truth of the character and how do I 
make that a real person,” she said.
 “Within the first few minutes you forget 
about the cast being all women because ev-
eryone is very committed to playing these 

roles as they are written,” Spencer said. 
 For Spencer playing outdoors is a new 
challenge. Natural elements such as wind 
and other festivities in the park make it 
hard to be heard and stay in the moment, 
she said.
 The company puts out two major pro-
ductions a year, usually a contemporary 
or classic piece written by a woman per-
formed indoors in the fall and a Shake-
spearean piece performed outdoors in 
the summer. Throughout the year the 
company also performs short plays for 
fundraisers and private events and offers 
acting classes for children and adults. 
 Centennial Park is located at 5353 Sunol 
Blvd., adjacent to the Pleasanton Senior 
Center. The play will start at 4:30 p.m. so 
pack a picnic basket and get out the lawn 
chairs for the late-afternoon show.

Can’t get enough Shakespeare?
 Enjoy the last weekend of Free Shake-
speare in the Park on Aug. 7-8. The com-
edy “Two Gentlemen of Verona” is being 
presented at the new Bernal Community 
Park, off Valley Avenue between Bernal 
and Case Avenue, beginning at 7:30 p.m. 
The new venue celebrates the event start-
ing a new decade in Pleasanton.
 “During its first 10 years in Pleasanton, 
Free Shakespeare in the Park entertained 
audiences totaling more than 50,000 
people,” said Pleasanton Civic Arts Man-
ager Andy Jorgensen. “We mark the 

beginning of the second decade in a new 
location and invite everyone to bring 
their lawn chairs and picnic suppers to 
the recently dedicated Bernal Commu-
nity Park where we will continue this 
fine Pleasanton tradition.”
 In “Two Gentlemen of Verona,” Proteus 
breaks off his relationship with the faith-
ful Julia to pursue his best friend Valen-
tine’s new love interest Silvia. In order to 
win him back Julia dresses as a boy, the 
first of Shakespeare’s heroines to do so. 
The production will feature music from 
the 1960s. 

Enjoyeth ye Shakespeare
Bard takes the stage at two Pleasanton venues

LANCE HUNTLEY

Woman’s Will actresses (l-r) Elissa Beth Stebbins (Claudio), Jennifer McGeorge (Don Pedro), Beth Chastain (Leonato) and Janice Fuller-Leone (Antonio) argue in a scene from “Much 
Ado About Nothing.”

LANCE HUNTLEY

Maddox L. Pratt (left) and Lauren Spencer 
make their Woman’s Will debuts as Benedick 
and Beatrice in this year’s production.

PEOPLE AND LIFESTYLES IN OUR COMMUNITYLiving
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BY GLENN WOHLTMANN

D
rive around Pleasanton on a 

weekday at lunchtime and you’ll 

see them, waving signs, some-

times jumping around.

 By far, the most visible is Pleasanton’s 

Mr. Pickle. While other stores in the Mr. 

Pickle’s chain also have dancing pickles, Mr. 

Pickle here has acquired a following, with 

people waving and honking, and, more 

than once on a recent afternoon, calling 

out, “We LOVE you, Mr. Pickle!”

Who

those
guys?

ARE

Mobile marketers 
motivate motorists 

to munch
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Pleasanton’s only costumed hero — as far as we 
know, anyway — our Mr. Pickle is a dancing ma-
chine. For three to four hours, four days a week, he’s 
on the move. In fact, that’s how he got the job.

“I just said, ‘If you give me this job, I promise to 
be very energetic,’” said Zach Persin.

When he’s not a dancing pickle, Persin, 20, at-
tends Las Positas College, where he studies animal 
science and animal biology. He declined to have a 
picture taken of him without the suit, which is un-
derstandable.

Some of Persin’s patrons — diners at the deli he 
dances to draw in — worry about him. One concern 
is whether he drinks enough water.

“I sweat right through my shirt,” he said.
He goes through three bottles of water a day, he ex-

plained, stopping his dance to sip from time to time.
Mr. Pickle also patronizes the people who pay 

him, although he admits he’d only eaten there twice 
before getting the job.

Asked about the waving and beeping and the occa-
sional shouts of admiration, Persin shrugs, although 
it’s a bit hard to recognize the gesture through the 
pickle suit.

“I just always hear it,” he said. “It keeps me going.”
Mr. Pickle may be in a league of his own, but he’s 

not the only act in town. On Main Street, 15-year-old 
Kacey Martinez waves a sign to hawk Round Table 
Pizza’s lunch specials.

Martinez isn’t as energetic as Persin, but he’s still 
become a fixture on Main Street. His mother is Cheri 
VanBonkhorst, who manages the restaurant; she joked 
that sign waving was Martinez’s “summer punish-
ment.” When he’s not out in front advertising specials, 
he works inside the restaurant where it’s cooler than 
standing on hot pavement on a summer day.

And across town, at the intersection of Bernal 
Avenue and Stanley Boulevard, one lonely man who 
asked not to be identified stands in the sun, waving 
a banner for Little Caesar’s. He doesn’t quite generate 
the enthusiasm of the other two but he does make 
the sign move.

Does it work?

 Patrons, business owners and even the sign wavers 
say the signs are an effective strategy.
 “People come in and say, ‘Yeah, can I have what’s 
on the sign?’” Martinez said.
 Jeej Singh, manager on duty at Little Caesar’s, said 
he can tell the difference in lunchtime sales between 
Pleasanton, where sign waving is allowed, and an-
other store in Dublin, where it isn’t.
 “How they dress, how they act in the street, people 
notice that,” Singh said, adding it helps if the sign 
offers a good deal.
 And diners at Mr. Pickle’s — the same ones who 
worried Persin wasn’t drinking enough water — said 
it was Mr. Pickle who brought them in.
 “I hadn’t been here before. Mr. Pickle’s was, and he 
was right there, pointing me to the entrance,” said 
Carol Erickson.
 Can Persin see any way of tying his job as a danc-
ing pickle to his studies in college?
 “Not a chance,” he said. 

 

You change over the  
years – so do your eyes.

Ensure healthy vision 
with an annual eye 

exam.
ValleyEyeCareCenter.com

(925) 460-5000
5575 W. Las Positas Blvd., #240 

Pleasanton, CA 94588

(925) 449-4000

925-461-3042
100 VALLEY AVE (AT SUNOL BLVD), PLEASANTON

WWW.ESKATON.ORG
License #015601283

Are you caring for an aging parent?

Would you like to really understand terms like  
Medi-Cal, VA Benefits and Asset Protection?

Do you need guidance with the confusion and responsibility?

If you’ve answered “yes” to at least  
one of these questions, join us for our

Elder Law Workshop
on Friday, August 13, 2010 from 2 – 3:30 pm

Snacks and refreshments will be provided.

 Space is limited! Call today to reserve your seat.
 

MANAGED BY ESKATON

The Perfect Blend
THE INDEPENDENCE YOU WANT, THE ASSISTANCE YOU NEED.

The Parkview presents this workshop as a public service to our residents and the community,  
but does not endorse any speaker or the topics discussed. We strongly urge consulting  

with your attorney and accountant prior to making any decision.
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finding 
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pop rock
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GLENN WOHLTMANN

At left: While Zach Persin, Pleasanton’s Mr. Pickle, dances up a storm to attract lunchtime diners, he’s not alone. 
Above: Kacey Martinez does his bit for Round Table Pizza on Main Street, without the dance routine.

GLENN WOHLTMANN

Across town, this man, who asked not to be identified, 
brings in customers to Little Caesar’s. Manager Jeej Singh 
says sign wavers are an effective way to bring in a lunch-
time crowd.
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Chinese Szechuan
R E S T A U R A N T

Szechuan & Mandarin
Cuisine

LUNCH SPECIAL
OVER 50 ITEMS

STARTING AT 
$ 6.25!!

Since 1987

SERVED WITH SOUP, SALAD, EGG 
ROLL, FRIED WON TON & RICE 

(BROWN RICE AVAILABLE)

BANQUET ROOM AVAILABLE   •   CLOSED ON MONDAYS

3059 Hopyard Road #G Pleasanton (in Hopyard Village) 

2009

Early Dinner Special
(Served from 4-6 daily)

Any Large Two-Topping Pizza and a Pitcher of Soda for only $25.00 (plus Tax)

(Additional Toppings Available)

Dine-In Only

2010

3037-G Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton (At Valley Ave in Hopyard Village)

925-485-4500
www.LaViteRestaurant.com

“THE EUPHORIA OF FINE ITALIAN FOOD.”

Best Italian 
Restaurant!

2009

   and Dinner

DO W N T O W N PL E A S A N T O N   405 Main Street  (925) 417-2222  Reservations Accepted

SIZZLING 
SUMMER 
SPECIALS

Book Your 
Special Event 

with us!!!
- Corporate Events

- Wedding Rehersael 

- Bridal /  
Baby Shower

- Anniversaries

- Birthdays

2 for $50
Choice of 

2 Salads, 2 
Specialties or 

Pasta entrees & a 
Dessert to share!

Good Guys 
COMING SOON!!!

Look for Amazing 
Deals and Specials

Hayman & Hill 
Reserve

Award Winning Wines  
@ only $25 a bottle

Chardonnay - Cabernet 
Meritage - Merlot

SUMMERTIME 
PROMOTION

Take Home 2 Bottles  
for only $30

To have your restaurant 

listed in this dining 

directory, please call 

the Pleasanton Weekly 

Advertising Department  

at (925) 600-0840

Weekly
Pleasanton

PRINT & ONLINE

ON THE TOWN
AMERICAN

Eddie Papa’s American 
Hangout 
4889 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
469-6266. Winner of The 
Pleasanton Weekly’s Reader 
Choice Awards for Best American 
Food Restaurant and Best Meal 
under $20, Eddie Papa’s American 
Hangout celebrates the regional 
food and beverage cultures of 
America. Bring the whole family 
to enjoy iconic dishes from across 
the United States, Old World 
Hospitality, and hand crafted artisan 
cocktails. www.eddiepapas.com

BARBECUE

Red Smoke Grill 
4501 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
734-0307. Home of the Tri Tip 
and Blue, Red Smoke Grill was 

Voted Reader’s Choice Best 
2006, 2007, 2008. Dine in or 
take out rotisserie chicken, ribs, 
prawns, salads and tri tip, or 
pulled pork sandwiches. Relax 
with a beer or a bottle of wine. 
Visit www.redsmokegrill.com. 

BREWPUB/ALEHOUSE

The Hop Yard American 
Alehouse and Grill  
3015H Hopyard Road, 
Pleasanton, 426-9600. 
Voted Best Watering Hole in 
Pleasanton, The Hop Yard offers 
30 craft beers on tap as well as 
great food. The full-service menu 
includes appetizers, salads and 
grilled fare that will bring you 
back time and again. Banquet 
facilities available. On the web at  
www.hopyard.com.

470 Market Place, San Ramon,  
277-9600. Featuring a giant 
8-foot projection screen for  
major sporting events, they also 
feature 30 beers on tap and a 
great grill. Go in for the beer,  
go back for the food. More at  
www.hopyard.com.

ITALIAN

Pastas Trattoria 
405 Main St., Pleasanton, 417-
2222. Pastas Trattoria has an 
elegant atmosphere and a one-of-
a-kind menu. We feature steaks, 
seafood and our famous pasta, 
plus a superb selection of spirits 
and fine wines. Reserve our ban-
quet facilities for large parties, up 
to 70 guests. 
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Auditions
‘THE SPELLING BEE’ Tri-Valley 
Repertory Theatre will hold audi-
tions for “The Spelling Bee” at 7:30 
p.m. Aug. 9 and 10 at 315 Wright 
Brothers Ave., Livermore. Callbacks 
by invitation only Aug. 12. Prepare 
32 bars of a song in the style of the 
show. Bring sheet music; capella 
auditions are discouraged. Visit 
www.trivalleyrep.com. 

Book Clubs
PLEASANTON LIBRARY BOOK CLUB 
This book club meets next at 7 
p.m. Aug. 23 at the Pleasanton 
Public Library, 400 Old Bernal 
Ave. The book this month is “Olive 
Kitteridge” by Elizabeth Strout, 13 
rich narratives that offer insights 
into the human condition - its con-
flicts, tragedies and joys. The Sept. 
27 book is “Sag Harbor” by Colson 
Whitehead. Call 931-3400 ext. 7 or 
visit www.pleasantonlibrarybook-
club.wordpress.com. 

Class 
Reunions
AMADOR HIGH CLASSES 1941 TO 
1964 Amador High School graduat-
ing classes from 1941 to 1964 are 
holding a joint reunion from 5-11 
p.m. Sept. 11 at the Alameda County 
Fairgrounds. Teachers and class-
mates are invited to see what made 
the school part of the “Wonder 
Years.” Cost is $45 for a catered din-
ner, parking and more. Call Gayle at 
(209) 602-9057 or Joanie 462-4312, 
or email lglund@mindspring.com or 
jim-joanie@sbcglobal.net. 

AMADOR VALLEY CLASS OF 1990 
This private party reunion is from 
7:45 p.m.-midnight. Sept. 11 at 
Redcoats, 336 St. Mary St. Tickets 
are $40 by Sept. 1. No tickets at 
the door. Call (916) 768-5734 or 
visit www.amadorvalley1990.com. 

AVHS CLASS OF 1980 The reunion 
is scheduled for the weekend of 
Sept. 17. Friday night BBQ meet 
and greet; Saturday night at the 
Pleasanton Hilton. Call 453-7673 
or email minsmith@aerosurf.net. 

Classes
PET CPR  Pet owners will learn to 
recognize emergencies, perform CPR 
and first aid, and administer medi-
cations and more from 9 a.m.-noon 
Aug. 15 at Murphy’s Paw, 410 Main 
St. Presented by the American Safety 
Academy. Cost $50. Call 1-877-380-
4CPR (380-4277) to enroll and ask 
about the $10 off coupon. 

Concerts
CONCERTS IN THE PARK Enjoy great 
music from 7-8:30 p.m. Fridays at 
Lions Wayside Park (corner of First 
and Neal streets), a wonderful com-
munity event. Enjoy Motown R&B 
from the Top Secret Band on Aug. 
6, then come back for some pop 
rock with Finding Stella on Aug. 13. 
Visit www.pleasantondowntown.net. 

MUSIC FOR AN OLD FASHIONED 
ICE CREAM SOCIAL The Pleasanton 

Community Band will perform 
at an old-fashioned ice cream 
social from noon-4 p.m. Aug. 8 at 
Ravenswood Historic Site, 2647 
Arroyo Rd., Livermore. The band 
will play a variety of musical styles 
appropriate for the 1800s and 
1900s, including salutes to Chopin, 
Robert Schumann and Otto 
Nicolai, and patriotic songs, oldies, 
pops and marches. Call 846-9497. 

Events
15TH ANNUAL PARTNERSHIP 
MEETING AND LUNCHEON Tri-Valley, 
California Convention and Visitors 
Bureau will host its 15th annual 
Partnership Meeting and Luncheon 
from 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., 
Thursday, Aug. 19, at the Blackhawk 
Museum, 3700 Blackhawk Plaza 
Circle, Danville. This event is open 
to CVB partners and prospective 
members with a cost of $55 for 
partners and $65 for non-partners. 
To purchase tickets, visit www.trival-
leycvb.com/meetings. 

BROTHELS, BAR ROOMS AND 
BANDITS The Museum On Main 
is hosting a fundraiser event from 
7-11 p.m. Aug. 7 at the Pleasanton 
Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. 
Go back in time to 1890 when 
Pleasanton was a “desperate” 
town and enjoy dinner, gambling 
and entertainment in the 1890s 
“saloon” as a guest of Sen. George 
Hearst and his wife Phoebe. Cost 
$40 includes dinner. Call 462-2766 
or visit www.museumonmain.org. 

FREE FITNESS AND HEALTH FAIR 
Iron Horse Nutrition and Express 
Fitness gym will host a free fitness 
and health fair from 10 a.m.-3 
p.m., Saturday, Aug. 7, at Iron 
Horse Nutrition, 4270 Rosewood 
Dr. There will be product samples, 
prize drawings, fitness contests and 
pro athlete body builders signing 
autographs. Call 737-0398 or visit 
www.ironhorsenutrition.com. 

KITTEN MANIA Valley Humane 
Society is holding an Adoption 
Weekend from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Aug. 
7 and Aug. 8 at 3670 Nevada St. 
Adopt a pet and take a second 
furry family member home for half 
the cost. Kittens and cats, puppies 
and dogs available. Call 426-8656 
or visit www.valleyhumane.org. 

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA BIRD & 
SUPPLY SHOW The event is from 
9 a.m.-4 p.m. Aug. 15 at the 

Alameda County Fairgrounds, 4501 
Pleasanton Ave. Birds and supplies 
at wholesale cost to the public. 
Hand feed baby parrots. There will 
be prize drawings. Cost $7 and 
children under 10 are free. Call 
510-785-6647 or visit ncabird.com. 

PLEASANTONIANS 4 PEACE Is spon-
soring a candlelight Vigil at 7 p.m. 
Aug. 11 in front of the Museum 
on Main, 603 Main St. The group 
reflects on the human and monetary 
costs of the war, honors veterans 
who have sacrificed, and visualizes 
ways of moving beyond this con-
flict to a more peaceful world. Call 
462-7495; or email Matt Sullivan at 
mjs7882@gmail.com. 

Film
MOVIES IN THE PARK: ‘HAIRSPRAY’ 
Residents are invited to enjoy 
“Hairspray” at dusk Aug. 12 at 
Amador Valley Community Park, 
4301 Black Ave. The park features 
picnic and barbecue facilities, two 
play structures, plenty of open space 
and ample parking. Call 931-5044 
or visit www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us. 

Fundraisers
ECYCLE FOR OPEN HEART KITCHEN 
Benefit Open Heart Kitchen while 
recycling e-waste from 9 a.m.-4 
p.m. Aug. 14 at Amador Valley 
High School, 1155 Santa Rita Rd. 
Recycle televisions, monitors, lap-
tops, flat screens, cell phones and 
extension cords (wire), with a $5 per 
item charge for computers, stereos, 
telephones, printers, copiers, DVD/
VCR, fax machines, and $15 for 
microwave ovens. Checks payable 
to Open Heart Kitchen. Cash dona-
tions accepted. Call 570-1543. 

SISTER CITY BARBECUE Pleasanton/
Tulancingo Sister City group is hold-
ing a fundraiser Aug. 14 at the fair-
grounds with social hour, silent auc-
tion, barbecue dinner, live auction 
and dancing under the stars. The 
event starts at 5:30 p.m. at the Ivy 
Glen barbecue area, 4501 Pleasanton 
Ave. Cost is $30 in advance or $35 at 
the door per adult and $10 per child. 
Call 600-8414. 

Health
MURPHY’S WAG & WALK Enjoy 
an hour-long dog walk in down-
town from 9-10 a.m. Aug. 14 at 

ON THE TOWN ● CALENDAR

Monday–Friday 6:30 AM–3:30 PM
5685 Gibraltar Drive, Pleasanton, CA 94588

925-847-2911  Fax: 925-847-8217  www.sweetandsavory.com

World Famous 
Oatmeal Chocolate 

Chunk Cookies

(Locally Owned and Operated)

FIRST LESSON 
FREE!

Learn to dance from 
Arthur Murray’s 

professional dance 
teachers with personal 

one-on-one lessons, 
group classes, 

and practice parties. 
Call today!

www.ArthurMurrayLive.com

Learn to DANCE and have FUN doing it.

Hayward

510-537-8706
Livermore

925-456-5556
Redwood City

650-216-7501

Gift 
Certifi cates

Available

Couples 
& Singles 
Invited

Buy bunny art and adopt a 
bunny: “Foo Foo” by Shelly Yen is 
one of the 45 original bunny por-
traits by professional artists and 
children that will be in the Bunny 
Art Show at the East Bay SPCA 
during its monthly rabbit adop-
tion event from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. to-
morrow. A party will be held from 
4-5 p.m. to meet the artists, bun-
nies and enjoy light snacks. Rab-
bit adoption events are the first 
Saturday of each month at 4651 
Gleason Drive in Dublin, with five 
Bay Area rescue groups. The art 
show will run through September. 
Visit www.eastbayrabbit.petfind-
er.com.

SHELLY YEN

IN THE SPOTLIGHT

We Are Committed To:
Exceptional Customer Service

925.462.1207
Showroom and Factory located at

4225 Stanley Blvd., Pleasanton, CA 94566

www.window-ology.com
Contractor’s License #904282
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Murphy’s Paw, 410 Main St., then 
return to the store for free Peet’s 
coffee, just in time for a beautiful 
farmers market. Call 600-8925 or 
visit www.murphyspaw.com. 

Lectures/
Workshops
WALL DECOR Learn the secrets 
to arranging artwork, mirrors 
and more at “Give Your Walls 
Something to Talk About,” from 10 
a.m.-noon Aug. 14 at Ethan Allen, 
4230 Rosewood Dr. Seating is 
limited. RSVP at 734-6675 or visit 
www.ethanallen.com. 

ADULT RELAXATION Deep breathing 
and relaxation are proven to stimu-
late brain health, increase energy 
and improve sleep. Six workshops 
an Art of Living instructor will help 
reduce stress, enjoy life and step into 
a worry-free tomorrow. Classes are 
held at the Pleasanton Public Library, 
400 Old Bernal Ave. Afternoon 
classes are from 1-2:30 p.m. July 6 
and August 10 and evening classes 
are from 7-8:30 p.m. June 29, July 14 
and August 11. Call 931-3400. 

BIG SUR WILD CALIFORNIA Mature 
Adults Program lecture is at 1 
p.m. Aug. 17 at the Pleasanton 
Public Library, 400 Old Bernal Ave. 
National Geographic presents a 
comprehensive view of the spectac-

ular California coastal area known 
as Big Sur - through the eyes of 
three intrinsically connected native 
creatures. Call 931-3405. 

CANCER CARE 101 Have you or 
a loved one been diagnosed with 
cancer and do you feel confused 
by recent health care changes? A 
lecture on the subject will be held 
from 10:30-11:30 a.m. Aug. 10 
at the Pleasanton Senior Center, 
5353 Sunol Blvd. by Dr. Kankipati, 
who specializes in hematology and 
oncology with a focus on breast and 
gastrointestinal cancers. She will 
discuss current treatments along 
with questions to ask your physi-
cian. Cost $1.75 resident or $2.25 
nonresident. Call 931-5365 or visit 
www.pleasantonseniorcenter.org. 

RANCHERS OF THE AMADOR-
LIVERMORE VALLEY Museum On 
Main presents the next 2010 Ed 
Kinney lecture series at 7 p.m. 
Aug. 19 at the Lynnewood United 
Methodist Church, 4444 Black Ave. 
A panel of local ranchers will discuss 
the history and practices of ranch-
ing in the Amador-Livermore Valley. 
Tickets are $5 for members and 
seniors; $10 for non-members; and 
$3 for students or teachers with ID. 
Visit www.museumonmain.org. 

THREE STAGES OF EFFECTIVE 
COMMUNICATION To effectively com-
municate with children, one needs 
to adapt, based on their physical, 
emotional and cognitive develop-
mental stages. Family mediator 
Sharon Tom will speak on the 
subject from 7-9 p.m. Aug. 16 at 
Harvest Park Middle School, 4900 
Valley Ave. Call 519-3003 or visit 
www.ohanaresourcegroup.com. 

Live Music
JOHN PALOWITCH TRIO The trio 
will perform at 7 p.m. Aug. 19 at 
the Pleasanton Public Library, 400 
Old Bernal Ave., featuring John 

Palowitch on saxophone, Jonathan 
Stein on bass, and Jeff Marrs on 
drums. They play in the traditional 
jazz horn trio setting while reach-
ing to influences from modern jazz, 
classical musical, pop rock and 
beyond. Free. Call 931-3405. 

ZINGERS SING! The Zingers will 
perform show tunes, songs from 
American Broadway musicals, popu-
lar music from the ‘20s, ‘30s and 
‘40s, plus standard choral works, 
both secular and sacred, from 2-3 
p.m. Aug. 15 at the Pleasanton 
Public Library, 400 Old Bernal Ave. 
Free. Call 931-3405. 

Miscellaneous
FIREHOUSE ARTS CENTER GRAND 
OPENING The new Firehouse Arts 
Center will have its grand opening 
from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Sept. 18 at 
4444 Railroad Ave. Following the 
dedication, the public is invited to 
view the facility, which features a 
performing arts theater, art gallery 
and arts classrooms. The free open 
house will have music, refresh-
ments, drawings and activities for 
children. Call 931-5340 or visit 
www.firehousearts.org. 

KITTENS A GO-GO Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue is waiving adoption fees 
for all adult cats and kittens from 
noon-4 p.m. Aug. 7-8 at PetSmart, 
6960 Amador Plaza Rd., Dublin, 
and Pet Extreme, 4500 Arroyo 
Vista, Livermore. They have Kittens 
A Go-Go, and they must go! Call 
803-7043 or visit www.tvar.org. 

On Stage
‘JOSEPH AND THE AMAZING 
TECHNICOLOR DREAMCOAT’ 
The Bankhead Theater pres-
ents “Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat” at 8 p.m. 
on Fridays and Saturdays and 2 

p.m. Sundays, July 23 through 
Aug. 8, at the Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. Tickets 
$25-$35. Call 373-6800 or visit 
www.livermoreperformingarts.org. 

FREE SHAKESPEARE - ‘TWO 
GENTLEMEN OF VERONA’ “Two 
Gentlemen of Verona” is a come-
dic story of youthful love. The 
play will be presented at 7:30 
p.m., Saturdays and Sundays, July 
24-Aug. 8, at Bernal Community 
Park, 6700 Koll Center Parkway. 
Appropriate for all ages. Call 931-
5340 or visit www.civicartsliterary.
org. 

Political Notes
TRI-VALLEY REPUBLICAN WOMEN 
BARBECUE The Tri-Valley Republican 
Women are hosting their sixth annu-
al barbecue from 2-7 p.m. Aug. 14 
at the Alameda County Fairgrounds, 
4501 Pleasanton Ave. Enjoy food, 
fun and patriotic festivities, and 
meet candidates running for federal, 
state and local offices. Advance res-
ervations required by Aug. 8. Cost 
$20. Call 462-4931 or visit www.
trivalleyrepublicanwomen.org. 

Volunteering
AMERICAN RED CROSS VOLUNTEER 
ORIENTATION Is holding a volunteer 
orientation at its Pleasanton Blood 
Donation Center from 3-5 p.m. 
Aug. 12 at 5556-B Springdale Ave. 
Tour the center and learn about 
ways to greet, inform and thank 
our community’s blood donors or 
help post flyers at key locations. 
Advanced sign up required. Call 
510-594-5165 or email black-
stonea@usa.redcross.org. 

Check out Community Calendar 

at PleasantonWeekly.com for a 

complete listing of events. 
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OPEN HOMES THIS WEEKEND

Castro Valley 
3 BEDROOMS

6000 Mt Olympus Drive  $1,499,000
Sun 1-4  J. Rockcliff Realtors  251-2536

LAND

24550 Palomares Road  $2,300,000
Sun 11-5  J. Rockcliff Realtors  251-2536

Dublin
2 BEDROOMS

7647 Arbor Creek Circle $325,000
Sun 1-4  Moxley Team 600-0990

3 BEDROOMS

7610 Gardella Drive  $449,500
Sun 1:30-4:00 J. Rockcliff Realtors 251-2547

4 BEDROOMS

4073 Rosehill Place  $749,000
Sun 1:30-4   J. Rockcliff Realtors 251-2547

Livermore
5 BEDROOMS

6390 Owl Way  $639,000
Sat 11-3 J. Rockcliff Realtors 785-3795

6 BEDROOMS

675 South H Street $469,500
Sat/Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 251-1111

Pleasanton
3 BEDROOMS

7288 S. Valley Trails  $545,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Prudential 577-0913

4386 Krause Street $595,000
Sat/Sun 1-4    Coldwell Banker 847-2200

1830 Sinclair  $625,000
Sat 1-4  Hometown GMAC 426-3844

7334 Elmwood Circle  $698,900
Sun 1-4  Rebecca Bruner  730-1628

1151 Donahue Drive  $835,000
Sun 1-4  Alain Pinel Realtors 251-1111

4 BEDROOMS

2578 Grappa Place  $1,375,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 202-6898

860 Castlewood Drive  $1,695,000
Sat/Sun 12-5  J. Rockcliff Realtors 980-8844

3766 Smallwood Court  $2,395,000
Sun 1-4  Tom Fox  872-1275

Pleasanton
4 BEDROOMS

3232 Balmoral Court  $749,950
Sun 2-4  Joyce Jones 398-6706

6723 Corte Santa Maria $759,000
Sat/Sun 1-4  Prudential CA 734-5061

4803 Del Valle Parkway  $759,950
Sat/Sun 1-4      Prudential CA 734-5061

541 Gerard Court $799,000
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 251-1111

1545 Orloff Drive  $819,000
Sat/Sun 1-4  Alain Pinel Realtors 895-9950

5846 Corte Margarita  $825,000
Sun 1-4  Alain Pinel Realtors 251-1111

487 Montori Court $995,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 202-6898

5 BEDROOMS

749 Crystal Lane  $1,145,000
Sat 1-4  Blaise Lofland 846-6500

4150 Creekwood Court  $1,195,000
Sun 1-4 Blaise Lofland 846-6500

6645 Amber Lane  $1,498,000
Sat/Sun 1-4  J. Rockcliff Realtors 251-2550

8155 Regency Drive  $1,540,000
Sun 1-4  Keller Williams 202-6898

7208 Rosecliff Court  $1,750,000
Sun 1-4  Alain Pinel Realtors 251-1111

San Ramon
2 BEDROOMS

7790 Stoneleaf Road  $508,888
Sun 1-4  Alain Pinel 785-1586

5 BEDROOMS

3927 Jamie Place  $1,179,000
Sun 1-4 Prudential CA 734-5061

21 Century Oaks Court  $977,950
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 251-1111

Anthem Blue Cross health coverage for you and 
your family. Strong protection, strong family.

We offer Health Coverage for:

coverage

Don’t put your family at risk 
by trying to get by without 
health care coverage. Get 
reliable benefits that match 
your busy life. We can help 
you choose a plan that 
makes good sense for your 
health and your wallet.

(925) 803-9799
Pleasanton, CA
charlene @beasleyinsurance.com
www.beasleyinsurance.com

Anthem Blue Cross is the trade name of Blue Cross of California. Independent licensee of the 
Blue Cross Association. Anthem® is a registered trademark of Anthem Insurance Companies, 
Inc. The Blue Cross name and symbol are registered marks of the Blue Cross Association.

Life & Health 
Insurance Agent
Lic.#OC26292

Blue Cross

INDUSTRY 
LEADER 

SINCE 1996

Unretouched clinical photo taken 
while frowning before and 14 days 

after treatment with Botox® Cosmetic

Also Offering Botox® /
Restylane® Treatments

Dr. Moshe Lewis, MD
Dermatologist
925-846-5614

FREE CONSULTATION

New clients only
Pleasanton
374 St. Mary St.
925 846-5614

San Ramon
2701 Crow Canyon Blvd.
925 837-6400

Lose weight...and keep it off!

 

®

for underarm perspiration problems!

NORCAL
Weight Loss Center

$10 per Unit
Botox® Treatment 

plus Free Consultation to new clients only
Not valid with other offers.

Shauntrell lost weight on our 
program and you can too!

After

Before



BULLETIN
BOARD

115 Announcements
GAIN NATIONAL EXPOSURE

Reach over 5 million young, educated 
readers for only $995 by advertising in 
110 weekly newspapers like this one. 

Call Jason at 202-289-8484. This is not 
a job offer. (AAN CAN)

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING
ADOPTION? Talk with caring agency 

specializing in matching Birthmothers 
with Families nationwide. LIVING 

EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7 Abby’s One 
True Gift Adoptions 866-413-6293 (Void 

in Illinois) (AAN CAN)

Fibromyalgia Pain Stress Mgmt

Livermore Lioness Club seeksNew

SHARPEN UP AT THE FARMERS MARKET

Stress and Pain Mgmt Strategies

Sunday Morning Cafe!

130 Classes & 
Instruction

Heavy Equipment Training
Learn to operate bulldozer, backhoe, 
loader, motor grader, excavator. Job 
placement assistance. Call 888-210-
4534. Northern California College of 

Construction. www.HEAVY4.com promo-
code: NCPA1. (Cal-SCAN)

High School Diploma!
Graduate in 4 weeks! FREE Brochure. 

Call Now! 1-866-562-3650 ext. 60 
www.SouthEasternHS.com (Cal-SCAN)

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA!
Graduate in just 4 weeks!! FREE 

Brochure. Call NOW! 1-800-532-6546 
Ext. 97 http://www.continentalacad-

emy.com (AAN CAN)

135 Group Activities
CLUTTERLess (CL) Self Help Mon.

CO-ED SOFTBALL TEAM
CO-ED SOFTBALL TEAM seeks 

BALL-PLAYING MALE & FEMALE to 
add depth to our team, the Badgers, 

playing THU evenings, Aug-Oct. 
Games are Recreational (it’s all about 

the beer) with Players of Different 
Ages & Skills. Who do our best 

with no yelling or arguing. Please 
Contact for further Information. 
Call: 650.520.0351 or Email: 
GMANNING@ASSAYTECH.COM 

LIONESS Club welcomesNew members

FOR SALE

SOLD

201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts

Sell Your RV Fast!
Online at RVT.com Access Millions of RV 
Buyers. Thousands of RVs Sold- Serving 
RV traders since 1999 www.RVT.com 

or Call 877-700-8798. (Cal-SCAN)

Cadillac 2007 CTS - $300.00

MGB 1970 GT - $5500

Nissan 2002 Pathfinder LE - $8500

202 Vehicles Wanted
A Car Donation

helping sick kids! Donate Your Car to 
SONGS OF LOVE and make a sick child 
smile! Featured on NBC (TODAY SHOW), 
CNN. Tax-deductible, all vehicle condi-
tions accepted. www.SongsofLove.org 

888-909-SONG (7664). (Cal-SCAN)

Donate Vehicle
Receive $1000 Grocery Coupons, 
Your Choice. Noah’s Arc, No Kill 

Animal Shelters. Advanced Veterinary 
Treatments. Free Towing, IRS Tax 

Deduction. Non-Runners. 1-866-912-
GIVE. (Cal-SCAN)

Donate Your Car
Children’s Cancer Fund! Help Save 

A Child’s Life Through Research and 
Support! Free Vacation Package. Fast, 
Easy and Tax Deductible. Call 1-800-

252-0615. (Cal-SCAN)

210 Garage/Estate 
Sales

San Ramon, 2762 Derby Dr., 
Aug. 7, 7:30 - 3

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques
3 Polaroid Cameras - $75

Antique - Mahogany End Table - $75.00

Royal Doulton figurine - $35

235 Wanted to Buy
Wanted to Buy

240 Furnishings/
Household items
3 piece kitchen carving set - $10

Entertainment cabinet - $55.00

Mahogany Twin Bed set & Night Ta - $1,200

Self Cleaning Gas Stove
White, good condition. $150 

o.b.o.(925)963-4330.

Sofa, Chair + Ottoman - $various

245 Miscellaneous

2007 John Deere
5325, Low Hours, 4WD, 55 HP, price 

$5700, details and pictures at rtnj67h@
msn.com/ 916-563-8225.

Danville Moving Boxes Supplies - $47.50

DOG CARRIER, Medium Largenice - $30

HOME STAGING DESIGN eBooks - $12

HOME STAGING TRAINING - $199.00

Local Red Worms & worm casting - $25/lb

Non-stick stove top grill - $20

RED WORMS FOR COMPOSTING - $25.00

Walker - $150.00

250 Musical 
Instruments
Antique Upright Grand Piano - $900 OB

Suzuki Mini-Grand Piano - $1,500

260 Sports & 
Exercise Equipment
NEW Golf Clubs - $300.00

Snowboard & GTS-1 Travel cover - $60 
& $40

270 Tickets
Natalie Merchant-Fox Theatre - $145.00

KID STUFF
330 Child Care 
Offered
Live in AuPair Childcare

345 Tutoring/Lessons
Everything-About-College.com

College Admissions Specialist. Everything 
you need to manage the college applica-

tions and admissions process.

FLUTE, CLARINET and SAX lessons
Now is a great time to become the 
musician you have always wanted to 
be, have fun learning, and preparing 

yourself to do much better work 
academically!  Beginners through 

very advanced students are welcome 
to learn your choice of music: old 
favorites, hymns, standards, clas-

sics, pops, marches, and Broadway 
show tunes. Please contact Margaret 

Settle at 925-837-6371. 

LOOKING FOR A MATH TUTOR?

Math & Chemistry Tutoring
Retired Scientist enjoying TUTORING 

Middle, High School & College 
STUDENTS in math, algebra, geom-

etry, pre-calc & chemistry.
 CALL DOUG @ 925-858-5842

Math Tutoring
High school math/English tutoring: 

Essay writing, college applica-
tion essays, Alg., get ready for 

Geometry. SAT/ACT prep. Ret. teach-
er, Cal. credential. 925-462-3807

MIND
& BODY

420 Healing/
Bodywork

TATTOO NUMB
Reduce GREAT pain from Tattooing 
and Body Piercing. Doesn't interfere 

with the ink or skin's elasticity. Lasts 4 
Hours! Call 818-818-6523

www.newhealthyman.com (AAN CAN)

EMPLOYMENT

560 Employment 
Information

$$$HELP WANTED$$$
Extra Income! Assembling CD cases 

from Home! No Experience Necessary! 
Call our Live Operators Now! 1-800-
405-7619 EXT 2450 http://www.
easywork-greatpay.com (AAN CAN)

Company Drivers
Solos & Hazmat Teams * GREAT PAY 
* GREAT MILES * CDL-A Required. 

We also have dedicated and regional 
positions available. Call 866-789-8947. 

Swift. (Cal-SCAN)

Driver
2,400 miles/week! OTR, Regional, 

Teams. Local orientation. Daily or week-
ly pay, 98% no-touch, CDL-A, 6 months 

OTR experience. 1-800-414-9569. 
www.DriveKnight.com (Cal-SCAN)

Drivers
Drive for the best! Gordon Trucking, Inc. 

Immediate Openings!! Teams - All the 
miles you can log! Regional and OTR 

openings. Full Benefits, 401k, Regular 
Hometime. We have the Freight! Talk 
to a recruiter live! www.TeamGTI.com 

1-888-832-6484 EOE. (Cal-SCAN)

Drivers - ASAP!
New Pay Increase! 34-40 cpm. 

Excellent Benefits. Need CDL-A and 3 
months recent OTR. 1-877-258-8782. 

www.MeltonTruck.com (Cal-SCAN)

Drivers - Reefer and Flatbed
Experienced drivers and Class A com-
mercial students welcome! Assistance 
obtaining your Class A license through 
Prime’s Training program. 1-800-277-
0212. www.PrimeInc.com (Cal-SCAN)

Emergency Medical Tech
Must be H.S. grad ages 17-34. No 

experience needed. Paid training, ben-
efits, vacation, regular raises. Call Mon-

Fri. 1-800-345-6289. (Cal-SCAN)

Truck Drivers
CDL training. Part-time driving job with 
Full-time benefits. Get paid to train in 

the California Army National Guard. Up 
to $12,500 bonus. www.NationalGuard.
com/Truck or 1-800-GO-GUARD. (Cal-

SCAN)

WANTED: Secret Shoppers
*NOW HIRING* People to work as 
mystery Shoppers!! Earn $350 for 
each assignment. And also you get 
a $500 Khol’s gift card.This is an 
excellent opportunity to earn extra 
cash and still keep your present 
Job. Contact for more info john.

archer01@yahoo.com

615 Computers
Churchill Computer Repair

 Viruses Got You Bugged?? 
Let me take a look. Call me at 

925-202-4865. Thank you. 

624 Financial
Cash Now!

Get cash for your structured settlement 
or annuity payments. High payouts. Call 

J.G. Wentworth. 1-866-SETTLEMENT 
(1-866-738-8536). Rated A+ by the 
Better Business Bureau. (Cal-SCAN)

More than $10,000
in Credit Card Debt? Reduce Payments! 
Alternative to Bankruptcy! Free Quote 

- No Obligation Settle Your Debts in 12 
- 48 Months Free Consultation 800-964-

0593 (AAN CAN)

Reduce Your Debt Now
10k+ in Credit Cards, Store Cards, 
Medical Bills! Free Debt Settlement 

Matching Service! Debt Free in 12-48 
months. Free Consultation. 1-800-630-

1466. (Cal-SCAN)

crosetti funding
CASH NOW we offer fast cash for your 
mortgage note, annuity, and business 

note call 1 800 391 4032

645 Office/Home 
Business Services

Advertise Online
In a network of 140-plus newspaper 
websites. Border to Border with one 
order! $7 cost per thousand impres-
sions statewide. Minimum $5,000 

order. Call for details: 916/288-6010. 
www.CaliforniaBannerAdNetwork.com 

(Cal-SCAN)

Classified Advertising
in 240 Cal-SCAN newspapers for 

the best reach, coverage, and price. 
25-words $550. Reach over 6 million 
Californians! FREE email brochure. Call 
(916) 288-6019. www.Cal-SCAN.com 

(Cal-SCAN)

Display Advertising
in 140 Cal-SDAN newspapers state-

wide for $1,550! Reach over 3 million 
Californians! FREE email brochure. Call 
(916) 288-6019. www.Cal-SDAN.com 

(Cal-SCAN)

HOME 
SERVICES

715 Cleaning 
Services

Divina’s House cleaning service
Divina’s House cleaning Services.

Dependable and detail orientated.10+ 
exp Call:(925)4431632/LIC:100891 

M AID TO SERVE YOU
               

Excellent Local References
Family owned for 25 years

Call Today at 
(925) 249-0399

Housecleaning Service

for 3 cleanings$35 OFF

741 Flooring/
Carpeting

Cal Floors-Hardwood Floors
SAVE! on ALL our hardwood flooring 
services. FREE ESTIMATES! 925-954-
5012 Main St Downtown Pleasanton

771 Painting/
Wallpaper
*JOE’S PAINTING & HANDYMAN*

Free Est. / Reasonable Prices no 
Job Too Small!!! 925-200-7333 

Lic#624542

805 Homes for Rent
ALL AREAS - HOUSES FOR RENT
Browse thousands of rental listings 

with photos and maps. Advertise your 
rental home for FREE! Visit: http://www.

RealRentals.com (AAN CAN)

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms

ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES.COM
Browse hundreds of online listings with 
photos and maps. Find your roommate 
with a click of the mouse! Visit: http://

www.Roommates.com. (AAN CAN)

Pleasanton, 1 BR/1 BA - $700.00

830 Commercial/
Income Property

BANK FORECLOSURES
Prime California Locations

75%-90% OFF
$5M-$20M

(415) 922-0449

840 Vacation 
Rentals/Time Shares

Timeshare Sell/Rent
Worldmark Sell / Rent For CASH!!! We’ll 
find you Buyers/ Renters! 10+ years 
of success! Over $78 Million in offers 

in 2009! www.SellaTimeshare.com Call 
(877) 554-2098. (Cal-SCAN)

Point Reyes/Tomales Bay on water
“BARRACCA”Incred.Views;sleeps4-8

reserv/info; 415-663-8275

850 Acreage/Lots/
Storage

Bank-Owned Land
10 acres. Trout stream, $39,900. 

Substantial discounts, limited availabi 
ity. Beautiful Fish Lake Valley acreage 
w/year round rainbow trout stream in 
foothills of Boundary Peak, Nevada’s 
highest mountain. Gorgeous snow-

capped views. Great recreational oppor-
tunities. Upscale ranch community. 

Financing available to qualified buyers. 
Call 1-877-669-3737. (Cal-SCAN)

Southern Colorado
Best Land Bargains! Deedbacks, 

repos, foreclosures. Starting as low 
as $427 per acre. Excellent financing. 
Call 1-866-696-5263 x 5548. www.
ColoradoRanchdeal.com (Cal-SCAN)

855 Real Estate 
Services

Foreclosed Home Auction
275+ Nor Cal Homes / Auction: August 

28. Open House: August 14, 21 and 
22. REDC / View Full Listings www.
Auction.com RE Broker 01093886. 

(Cal-SCAN)

Fogster.com offers FREE* postings online and the opportunity for your 
ad to appear in print to more than 80,000 readers. You can log on to 
fogster.com 24/7, and your online ad starts immediately.fogster.com THE TRI-VALLEY’S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE

REAL ESTATE

Mike Fracisco
REALTOR

®

Fracisco Realty & Investments
Residential, Commercial  
& Property Management

direct: 925-998-8131
www.MikeFracisco.com

DRE#01378428

NEED HELP
 WITH QUICKBOOKS?

No job too big or too small!!!
Over 23 years experience  

in all aspects of bookkeeping.

Call Linda 925.918.2233

A-Z Complete Home Repair

HANDYMAN SERVICE

Carpentry/Woodwork 
Electrical Repairs/Installations

Drywall/Texturing     Tile/Grout
925.989.6179 / 510.733.5582

SINCE 1994

General Contracting

Real Estate Accounting/Bookkeeping

Landscaping/Design

(510) 499-7546

LANDSCAPE DESIGNER

 Independent Contractors 
wanted for Senior Home 

Health Care.  
MUST HAVE EXPERIENCE

Senior Solutions 
925-443-3101

Healthcare

Pleasanton  Weekly
Marketplace

To advertise in the Marketplace call 
Karen at 925.600.0840 x122 

or email kklein@
pleasantonweekly.com

PLACE AN AD
ONLINE fogster.com

PHONE (925) 600-0840

Meet sweet Annie
Baby blue eyes. A roly-poly 

tummy. A sweet disposition. 
These all describe Annie, a 
dilute Calico with splotches of 
gray and tan on mostly white 
fur. Annie is a sweetheart and 
like many of her friends at the 
East County Animal Shelter, 
she needs a new home! This 
month the adoption fees will 
be waived for many of the 
available housecats that are 
already spayed and neutered. 
If you are looking for a loving companion visit Annie 
and her friends at the East County Animal Shelter, 4595 
Gleason Drive in Dublin, open 11:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. daily; 
telephone 803-7040.

PET OF THE WEEK

CATHERINE HANSEN RUSH

BUSINESS
SERVICES

PERSONALIZED TUTORING
Mathematics, Science, English, 

SAT, etc. 510 512 6321
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Leather & Vinyl
Repaired & Dyed

Furniture and Auto 
Color Matching
925.829.1988

Barbary Coast

Leather & Vinyl Repair
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The #1 Resale Team in Pleasanton and Ruby Hill

Fran & Dave 
Cunningham
925-202-6898

DRE License #01226296 & 00930892

Donna  
Garrison

925-980-0273
DRE License #01735040

Susan  
Schall

925-397-4244
DRE License #01713497

KW Broker DRE License #01395362

 The most attractive price for a custom home in Ruby 
Hill. Opportunity knocks for a 3,618 sq.ft. home, 4 BR, 3 ½ BA, huge lot with pool, located at the 
end of a cul-de-sac. Offered at $1,375,000 OPEN SUN 1-4

5 BR + bonus (or 6th BR) + office, with a  
gorgeous swimming pool & mature landscaping 
in desirable Laguna Oaks. 4,592 sq. ft. on .42 acre. 
Offered at $1,540,000 OPEN SUN 1-4

 Beautiful home in Premia. 4 BR, 
(4th room currently office), 3 full BA, popular 
2,680 sq.ft. model. Large expansive backyard. 
Offered at $995,000 OPEN SUN 1-4

4791 Mangrove Dr. in Dublin; 3045 Bertolli Dr. in Livermore; 10 Castledown 
Rd., 484 Sylvaner Dr., 8424 Moller Ranch, 2189 Pomezia Ct., all in Pleasanton 

Each office Independently Owned and Operated.

OPEN SUN 1-4

Don Cruz Datanagan

LET US HELP YOU TAKE YOUR BUSINESS TO THE NEXT LEVEL, CALL TODAY! STONERIDGE
DRE #00834597

FREE SEMINAR!  Learn how to:

Space is limited. Call 925-734-5208 to RSVP today!

“I promise that your best interests will always be met. You will always 
be appreciated, cared for and considered of high value. You will be 
an integral part of our dynamic team, filled with energy, and a great 
work environment. I also promise to help you get listings and sales, 
while providing you with the tools and guidance you need to build 
your business. We will have a unique, lifelong and mutually beneficial 
relationship. I am committed to your success!”
 

LEARN HOW TO BUILD A SUCCESSFUL 
REAL ESTATE BUSINESS TODAY!

FULL TIME & PART TIME 
Positions AvailableManaging Broker

DRE # 01292169
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Marylou Edwards
MORTGAGE PLANNER

925.285.5333

5199 JOHNSON DRIVE, SUITE 110 PLEASANTON, CA 94588

A Licensed Real Estate Broker, California Department of Real Estate License #01131197

Whether you are purchasing a new home or investment property or 

refinancing your current mortgage, the right loan can make all the 

difference. 

As your Loan Specialist, my business focuses on technology, client 

satisfaction and strong business relationships to ensure that my clients 

receive the best combination of price and service. 

Diversified Mortgage Group Features:

Simply put, my unparalleled service, technology, and professional staff make a successful loan transaction.  

Call me today and experience the difference.

Voted Best Mortgage Professional

Your Home Financing Expert

2010
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Tim McGuire
925-462-SOLD

WWW.TIMMCGUIRE.NET

Beyond Full Service—A Concierge Approach to Real Estate

apr.com | PLEASANTON | 900 Main Street 925.251.1111

4520 Lin Gate Street, Pleasanton 
4bd/3ba, 2,179+/-sq.ft 
Offered at $809,000

1545 Orloff Drive, Pleasanton 
One story, 4bd/2ba, 2,348+/-sq.ft on a 
9,734+/-sq.ft lot. Offered at $819,000

ACTIVE

1275 Summer Court, Pleasanton
5bd/3.5ba, 2,672+/-sq.ft with a pool

Offered at $859,000

PENDING IN 3 DAYS

2786 Calle Alegre, Pleasanton
4bd/2.5ba, 2,274+/- sq.ft

Offered at $869,000

PENDING

5087 Blackbird Way, Pleasanton
4bd/2.5ba, 2200+/- sq.ft

Sold for $780,000

5029 Hummingbird Rd, Pleasanton
5bd/3ba, 2,478+/-sq.ft with a pool

Sold for $785,000

SOLDSOLD

654 Palomino Drive, Pleasanton 
3bd/2.5ba, 2,300+/-sq.ft 

Offered at $539,000

PENDING

DRE#01349446

OPEN SAT/SUN 1-4
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PLEASANTON  90 0 Main Street

925.846.6500
www.blaiselofland.com

blaise@blaiselofland.com

apr.com

DIAMOND COLLECTION

749 CRYSTAL LANE,  
PLEASANTON

Don’t miss this beautiful home in the desirable 

Diamond Collection. Five bedrooms, 5th is 

office/guest suite downstairs, three bathrooms, 

updated kitchen with new granite countertops, 

custom tumbled marble backsplash & stainless 

steel appliances. Expansive master suite 

with retreat & viewing balcony, new carpet 

throughout, three fireplaces & three car garage. 

Approximately 3,000 square feet. Private rear yard 

with in-ground pool/spa & lawn area. Lot size is 

8,230 square feet. Located on quiet street. Walk 

to great neighborhood park and Main Street 

Downtown Pleasanton!  
OFFERED AT $1,145,000

PLEASANTON SEMICUSTOM

4150 CREEKWOOD COURT, 
PLEASANTON

Don't miss this private, Pleasanton home on 

premium ½ acre lot. Large multi media/game 

room, upgraded kitchen and bathrooms with 

granite. Five bedrooms, three full bathrooms, 

hardwood floors, two fireplaces, three car garage, 

4,002 square feet. Large secluded park-like rear 

yard includes expansive Trex deck, in-ground 

pool, Hot Springs grande covered spa, waterfall/

pond, playhouse, zip line, large lawn area, mature 

redwood trees and large cemented side yard area. 

Walk to great schools & neighborhood parks.
OFFERED AT $1,195,000

OPEN SUNDAY 1-4 OPEN SATURDAY 1-4

2649 CALLE ALEGRE,  
PLEASANTON

Original Ponderosa’s Country Fair. Location, 

location, location. Convenient to everything. 

Great schools. Don’t miss this Pleasanton home 

in sought after Original Country Fair. Four 

bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, 2,651 square feet. 

Two wood burning fireplaces. Beautiful private 

rear grounds include in-ground pebble tech 

pool, built-in outdoor kitchen/BBQ, expansive 

stone patio, sauna, basketball/sports court and 

waterfall on .26 acre lot.

OFFERED AT $999,500

2468 VIA DE LOS MILAGROS, 
PLEASANTON

Desirable “Original Country Fair”. Excellent 

location. Convenient to everything. Walk 

to all levels of schools & parks. Customized 

highly upgraded home with five bedrooms, 3.5 

bathrooms, bonus/game room, 3,787 square 

feet. Three car garage, remodeled kitchen with 

granite and custom backsplash, custom cabinets 

& built-ins, plantation shutters throughout, 

newer high quality roof, two wood burning 

fireplaces. Very private beautiful grounds include, 

in-ground black bottom solar heated pool & spa, 

exposed aggregate patio with flagstone, beautiful 

landscaping on .27 acre lot.
OFFERED AT $1,369,000

ORIGINAL COUNTRY FAIRCOUNTRY FAIR

PENDING

Doug Buenz
Office  

925.251.1111 
Direct 

925.463.2000 

680Homes.com

apr.com | PLEASANTON | 900 Main Street 925.251.1111

Real Estate. Seriously.

So, I read a facebook posting the other day from a local realtor. 
Something to the effect of “The market is HOT! Just sold my $1 
million plus listing with multiple offers!” Statements like this are very 
common in real estate, and can be misleading. We are in a classic 
“dalmatian” market. It is hot in spots, and kind of sluggish in others. 
Some price ranges and neighborhoods are seeing strong demand, 
while others are struggling. It is inaccurate to make broad statements 
about the market, good or bad, based on one sale. One sale does not a 
market make. 

One way to look at the market is to segment it. I find it useful to 
think of the market in terms of A list, B list, and C list properties. “A 
list” properties are the cream of the crop; The properties that are in 
excellent condition, superior locations, with superior amenities and 
appeal. “C list” properties are the left over properties; properties with 
location challenges, or severe deferred maintenance, lack of a usable 
yard, or structural or foundation challenges. “B list” properties would 
be everything else, including homes with moderate appeal with no real 
location or structural issues.

“A list” properties will sell in 
any market, assuming they are 
priced somewhere in the realm 
of market value. Many times 
they will receive multiple offers, 
especially if other homes in the 
price range are clearly inferior. 
So, in the facebook example, the 
property being referred to was an 
“A list” property. It sold fast with 
multiple offers. No surprise there.

“C list” properties will struggle in any market, even hot markets. 
If the home backs to a freeway for example, it might take a while to 
sell, even if the market is over-heated. I don’t have a lot of buyers 
coming into my office and demanding to see homes with excessive 
freeway noise. And when the market is slow, these homes can take 
an extended amount of time to  >>Go to www.680homes.com to 
read the rest of this article.

New property. Stunning 

Mediterranean with 5 BR 

+ office, 4.5 BTH, and 

resort-like .5 acre lot with 

pool, spa, sport court, and 

fire pit!

 $1,499,900

The “A List”

The latest from The 680 Blog

New Property. Extreme 

privacy & panoramic 

views! Sharp 4 BR, 3 

BTH home remodeled 

from top to bottom 

on .79 acres at end of 

private road.

 $1,199,900

New Property. Charming 

6 BR, 3 BTH home in 

Rose Point with granite & 

stainless kitchen, hardwood 

floors, sparkling pool, and 

side access!

$949,900

Go to 680Homes.com for more information on these homes and other properties.

Stunning single story custom 

on 1+ acre lot with 6 car garage, 

hardwood floors, granite kit, 

finished attic/storage, and 

private location backing to 

Pleasanton Ridge open space!

$1,625,000

Stunning Mediterranean 

with 5 BR plus bonus 

& office, 4.5 BTH, and 

huge flat 1/3 acre lot with  

sport court & BBQ.

$1,485,000

Elegant Golden Eagle 

custom home with 4 BR 

plus office, 3.5 BTH, 

new cherry & granite 

kit, plantation shutters, 

and incredible .42 acre 

flat lot!

$1,599,900

GOLDEN EAGLE! PRIVACY & VIEWS! POOL & SIDE ACCES!

PENDING SALE! PENDING SALE! JUST SOLD!
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apr.com

Go to open.apr.com for the Bay Area's only
complete online open home guide

7208 ROSECLIFF CT  $1,750,000
Gourmet cook's kitchen & entertainers 
delight. 5 BD/ 5.5 BA w/ 5,330sf. plus 
theater room, office and library. Outdoor 
kitchen, large patio & pool. PLEASANTON 

MOXLEY TEAM SUN 1-4

4897 DOLORES DRIVE $1,399,000
Look at the price per square foot of this 
incredible home! Stunning custom cherry 
detailing throughout. Gourmet kitchen, 
pool & spa, formal living room & covered 
porch, library, views. PLEASANTON 

SYLVIA DESIN BY APPT

1528 FREDERICK MICHAEL WY $1,059,950
Beautiful custom home, over 4000sf locat-
ed on the south side of Livermore. 4bd/3ba, 
granite counter tops, tile flooring, crown 
molding and much more. LIVERMORE 

MARK LAFFERTY BY APPT

21 CENTURY OAKS CT $977,950 
This two-story Greystone #6 property fea-
tures over 2,900 sq.ft. of living area located 
at the end of a cul-de-sac . What’s really 
amazing is the breathtaking view this home 
offers. SAN RAMON 

JEFFREY RUDOLFF SUN 1-4

5791 SAN CARLOS WAY $875,000
Semi-custom home offers pure seren-
ity! 4bd,3ba, court location, updated gran-
ite/cherry kitchen, new carpet and paint 
throughout, private backyard with waterfall 
and TimberTech deck. PLEASANTON 

KAT GASKINS BY APPT

1275 SUMMER CT $859,000
5bd/3ba, expanded Heatherspring model, 
court location. Remodeled w/Corian/maple 
kitchen & baths. Master bed/bath down-
stairs. Sport court & pebbletech pool/spa. 
PLEASANTON

TIMOTHY MCGUIRE BY APPT

541 GERARD CT  $799,000
4BD 2.5BA 2,573sf. Gourmet kitchen with 
nook, dining room/living room off kitchen. 
Large family room. Large master suite w/ 3 
closets. All updated. Approved plans for guest 
house. Walk downtown. PLEASANTON 

MOXLEY TEAM SUN 1-4

3232 BALMORAL COURT $749,950
Updates Galore, 4bd, 3ba, w/pool, hot 
tub, granite couners, white cabinets, raised 
ceiling w/skylight in kitchen, hardwood 
flooring, beautifully updated baths, indoor 
laundry and MORE! PLEASANTON 

JOYCE JONES SUN 2-4

4595 GATETREE CIR $689,950
Great House at a Great Price! 4bd,3 full 
baths,2146+/-sf living space on a 8500+/-sf 
lot lot. New roof, dual pane windows, and 
carpet. Walk to K-12, parks, and Downtown. 
PLEASANTON 

DAN GAMACHE, JR.  BY APPT

675 SOUTH H ST $469,500
2 Homes on 1 lot in Historic South 
Livermore near downtown and parks. 
Dramatic arch, high ceilings, and huge 
rooms. LIVERMORE 

JENNIFER MALAKOFF SAT&SUN 1-4

1151 DONAHUE DRIVE $835,000
3Bd 2.2Ba 2,162sf. Single Level. Hardwood 
flooring, open kitchen, large master suite. 
Formal dining, nook & bar seating. Walk to 
community pool. PLEASANTON 

MOXLEY TEAM SUN 1-4

5846 CORTE MARGARITA $825,000
4BD 2.5BA 2,016sqft. Tile floors, granite 
counters and an open floor plan are perfect 
for entertaining. The rear yard offers a pool 
and private lawn. Quiet court location in 
central Pleasanton. PLEASANTON 

MOXLEY TEAM SUN 1-4

1545 ORLOFF DRIVE $819,000
Single story 4bd/2ba, 2348+/-sq.ft on a 
9734+/-sq.ft lot, fresh interior paint, new 
carpets, updated kitchen and baths. 
PLEASANTON  

TIMOTHY MCGUIRE SAT&SUN 1-4

5744 SAN CARLOS WAY $799,000
NEW PRICE! Nice 2-story, 3-bedroom home 
near elementary & middle schools, 680 
freeway, and downtown Pleasanton. Many 
custom details. Updated kitchen and baths. 
Great floorplan. PLEASANTON 

SYLVIA DESIN BY APPT

PLEASANTON  |  900 Main Street   925.251.1111     LIVERMORE  |  2300 First Street   925.583.1111



Reservation Required

Call 800.284.2878 or visit www.OurSanRamonHospital.com

SEMINAR LOCATION

San Ramon Regional Medical Center
South Conference Room
South Building
7777 Norris Canyon Road
San Ramon, CA 94583

A FREE Community Seminar

Tuesday,  
August 17, 2010

SPEAKER

Ronnie Mimran, M.D.
Neurosurgeon

A FREE EDUCATIONAL SEMINAR

Recent news stories covered football players and other 

athletes who suffered traumatic brain injuries. Neurosurgeon 

Dr. Ronnie Mimran, who works with a local professional 

football team, will discuss the risks of head injuries. In 

his talk, he will describe how to recognize the signs and 

symptoms of a concussion, detail the short- and long-term 

effects of sports related brain injuries, and discuss the medical 

treatment for concussions. Strategies to avoid concussions 

will be discussed as well.

PROTECTING YOUR GREATEST ASSET FROM 

SPORTS CONCUSSIONS

YOUR BRAIN:

7 p.m.- 7:30 p.m. – Tour our Sports Performance Institute

7:30 p.m.– 8:30 p.m. – Seminar

OUR NEW SPORTS PERFORMANCE INSTITUTE INVITES PARENTS, COACHES, INSTRUCTORS, 

AND ATHLETES OF ALL AGES TO ATTEND THIS EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM.

       


