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Trust. Honesty. Integrity. 
Confi dence. Expertise.
Certain values can only be 
found at a Master IJO Jeweler.BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® 2009

3003-B Hopyard Rd.,

Pleasanton, CA

In The Hopyard Village Shopping Center

(925) 416-1111

Original Owners est.  1977

Cardinal Jewelers
“A world of fi ne gems.”

Lovel ight

Ch armed

SEE OUR GREAT SELECTION OF 

romantic
VALENTINE’S DAY GIFTS

Land price is per person, double occupancy for 3 night stay. Subject to availability and change for select travel to 12/15/10. Kids meals FREE ages vary by resort & must be purchased with adult, some 
promotions must be booked by 2/28/10. Travel customers only, new bookings 1/11 - 1/25/10, travel to 12/15/10 with 5 night minimum. CST 1007939. Pleasanton Travel CST 2055023-40.

 
Pleasanton, CA 94588

MAUI
Aston Kaanapali Shores  $358
1 bedroom Garden, Kids eat FREE, Avis mid-size car

Sheraton Maui Resort & Spa $468
Garden view, Kids eat FREE, Avis mid-size car

The Fairmont Kea Lani, Maui $726
Fairmont Suite, Avis mid-size car

HAWAII
Aston Shores at Waikoloa $381
1 bedroom Deluxe, Kids eat FREE, Avis mid-size car

The Fairmont Orchid, Hawaii $535
Fairmont Garden, daily breakfast for 2, Avis mid-size car

Mexico - PUERTO VALLARTA
Barceló La Jolla de Mismaloya  $265
ALL INCLUSIVE Junior Suite

Vallarta Palace $413
ALL INCLUSIVE Deluxe, Palace Passport

KAUAI, OAHU, Mexico - CANCUN,  
Caribbean - JAMAICA, BAHAMAS,  
ST. LUCIA Call for details

MAUI Mexico - PU
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Although a former mayor 
once warned us that 
Pleasanton “is just a small 

town and there’s not much news 
here,” both our stories in the 
Pleasanton Weekly and a robust 
city proved him wrong in the 
10 years since we launched this 
newspaper. The city’s population 
has grown from about 55,000 to 
68,000 with the number of hous-
ing units nearing the 29,000-unit 
cap, a limit that was set in 1996 
and is being challenged in court, 
which means more people and 
homes could be coming. During 
this time, the Weekly has covered 
the election and appointments 
of an entirely new City Council, 
city Planning Commission and 
Pleasanton school board. Nelson 
Fialho was named city manager 
and the school district hired a 
new superintendent, John Casey, 
and many of the key city and 
school district administration 
managers have been named to 
their posts since we first went to 
press on Jan. 28, 2000.
 In this past decade, Happy Val-
ley residents turned down a bid 
to have their community annexed 
into Pleasanton, but property 
owners across Alisal Street liked 
the idea, joined the city and that 
paved the way for developing Cal-
lippe Preserve Golf Course and 
trails that locked in scenic open 
space at the southwest corner of 
Pleasanton where homes and thor-
oughfares were once planned.
 On the east side, much of Ruby 
Hill, an upscale gated commu-
nity, has been largely built out 
with custom homes also built or 
under construction on Vineyard 
Avenue between Montevino that 
used to mark the old city limits 
and Isabel. Even Vineyard Avenue 
was realigned and rebuilt to pro-
vide a much improved gateway 
into Pleasanton from the old nar-
row roadway that we remember 
in 2000. Half-way between, an 
empty 13-acre field also reminds 
us of the ongoing feud between 
the school district and Signature 
Properties over who would pay 
for Neal Elementary School on the 
site, an $8-million to $15-million 
10th elementary school that’s no 
longer needed although the cost of 
litigation is still unresolved.
 On the northeast corner of the 
city, a multi-million-dollar retail 
and senior housing development 
has been tentatively approved 
for the 126-acre Staples Ranch, 
which in 2000 wasn’t on anyone’s 

radar screen. An earlier housing 
plan had been scuttled; IKEA and 
a ballpark were once considered 
for the site. But not until Alameda 
County, which owns Staples, and 
Supervisor Scott Haggerty and the 
Pleasanton council agreed over the 
last few years to the development 
plan has Staples been so close to 
becoming a part of Pleasanton. If 
all goes according to schedule, the 
property will be annexed this year 
and construction of a new auto 
mall and senior retirement com-
munity could get under way in 
2011 or 2012.
 We’ve also covered numerous 
public meetings on extending 
Stoneridge Drive from the Mohr-
Martin neighborhood to El Charro 
Road, where it would connect to 
Jack London Boulevard on the 
Livermore side, and on building 
an interchange at Interstate 680 
and West Las Positas Boulevard. 
Frequent neighborhood and city 
committee and commission meet-
ings on these two proposals kept 
us out late many nights to cover 
these stories, with final copy still 
not written. Although the City 
Council took the option of build-
ing the Las Positas interchange out 
of the new General Plan, the state 
still owns the empty land at all 
four corners of the overpass where 
freeway ramps could be built if the 
proposal comes back another day. 
As for Stoneridge, its extension 
has been approved by the coun-
cil, subject to final approval of an 
environmental impact report now 
under consideration. It’s possible 
that those opposed to the roadway 
could sue the city and county to 
block its construction, with the re-
sults of that suit determining if the 
extension is built.
 That story, along with reports 
yet to come on BART’s extension 
of service to Livermore, the open-
ing of its second station in west 
Pleasanton, a resolution of plans 
to build a 51-home development 
called Oak Grove in the hills 
above Kottinger Ranch, and the 
school district’s looming budget 
crisis and its search for a new 
superintendent to succeed Casey, 
who will retire in June, will give 
us plenty of news to cover in the 
year ahead. Also, we’ll be report-
ing online at www.pleasanton-
weekly.com, in our Pleasanton Ex-
press updates at 8 a.m weekdays 
and in our Friday print editions 
news on another round of elec-
tions this year, including the race 
for Pleasanton mayor, two council 
seats, two school board positions, 
three State Assembly members, a 
congressman, U.S. senator and a 
new governor. Who said “there’s 
not much news here” again?   ■ 

AROUND 
PLEASANTON

BY JEB BING

‘Not much news 
here?’ Look again

About the Cover
The fi rst edition of the Pleasanton Weekly featured a cartoon courier an-
nouncing the news the Pleasanton Weekly was here to bring residents local 
news. The paper continues that mission, both in print and online, as it 
celebrates 10 years in publishing. Cover design by Lili Cao.
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BINGO

DON’T MISS OUT!

PRIZESThe First Tee Tri-Valley 

The First Tee Tri-Valley Youth Development Workshop & Pasta Feed Sign-up Form

Youth name: _________________________________ Age:  ________

Check one: Golfer ___ New Golfer ____ Non-golfer, curious _______

Parent e-mail: _____________________  Parent phone # _____________

Deadline: Send check for $15 made out to “The First Tee Tri-Valley”, 2843 Hopyard Road, Suite 143, 
Pleasanton, CA 94588-5241, by March 15, 2010. Questions – Terri Maxoutopoulis – 925-366-7956.

www.thefi rstteetrivalley.org
Our mission: to impact the lives of young people by providing learning facilities and educational programs 

that promote character development and life-enhancing values through the game of golf.

Youth – submit your character/golf questions to thefi rstteetvterri@yahoo.com. 
A question will be chosen each month for publication – prizes will be awarded.

JUNIOR GOLF PASTA FEED 
Where: Castlewood Country Club
 (no jeans please)

When:
Who: Youth ages 7 – 17
Why:

Cost: $15
Note:  

Oliver Peoples, Koali, Gucci, 
    Oakley, Takumi, and more 

for astigmatism, 
 swimming, and reading

VISION ONE
OPTOMETRY

Your VISION is our ONE priority

Dr. Radbert Chin, O.D.
Dr. Gregory Tom, O.D.
OPTOMETRIC PHYSICIANS

2 for 1 
Eye Exam 
(reg. $149.00)

$50.00 OFF
New Frames and Lenses 

Tuesday - Saturday 9 - 5PM
63 W Angela Street, 

Pleasanton

Oliver Peoples Exclusively
in Pleasanton at

GRAND 
OPENING 
SPECIALS



Streetwise
ASKED AT THE PLEASANTON PUBLIC LIBRARY

What is your favorite part of the 
Pleasanton Weekly?

Donald Paige
Teacher

The local news coverage. You don’t see it 
in the Chronicle or the other papers. They 
are city stories you don’t get anywhere else, 
like how BART affects us, library, budget, 
school issues.

Juan Avila
Student

I’d say the sports section. I like to read but 
I’m not into news that much, so I look for 
sports. I enjoy reading about local athletes.

Josh Pack
Engineer

Honestly, I’d have to say it’s the local com-
ments, the letters to the editor. It is interest-
ing to see what people are thinking in this 
town. The letters can make you angry, make 
you laugh, a little bit of everything.

Sonia Kechich
Education

I like the part where they have all the adver-
tisements. And I like the section at the end 
with all of the events. I like the calendar 
because I look for all the upcoming events 
at the library and around town. The Weekly 
really keeps me up to date.

Jaydene Koberle
Retired

I like Streetwise, where they ask people a 
question and take their picture. I like to 
see that. I like for people to get asked their 
opinions and I like to see what people think 
who live here. I like that it’s local.

Have a Streetwise question? E-mail editor@PleasantonWeekly.com
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—Compiled by Elyssa Thome

Call for 
FREE Estimates!

Eli Atkinson
Owner/Installer

925.518.6663
eli@atkinsontile.com

www.atkinsontile.com
License#939117

◆ Commercial and Residential

◆ Ceramic and Natural Stone

◆ Flooring and Countertops

◆ Backsplash and Showers

◆ Fireplaces and Patios

◆ Outdoor Kitchens

◆ Specializing in kitchen 
     & bathroom remodels

560 Main St., 
Downtown Pleasanton

Monday through Saturday 10-6 
and Sunday 11-5

www.shopsavvyseconds.com
484.kids (5437)846.6600

2009

Debbie Lopes

Take an 
additional 

10% OFF 
exp 2-28-10

Special Event!
“February Gold Party”

Friday, February 5th from 6:30-10pm
Bring your broken, unused or unwanted gold or platinum 

and turn it into Savvy Spending Power!
Ronnie Heller will be here from Barons Jewelers

LUMBER & HARDWARE

YOUR LOCAL 
HARDWARE STORE

5505 Sunol Blvd, Pleasanton 925 846 5040

(Across from Raley’s Market)

Trusted Name Brands Since 1976



Newsfront
Community band to 
play at vets hospital
 The Pleasanton Community 
Concert Band will begin its 
2010 concert season Saturday 
by performing at the Veterans 
Hospital Community Living 
Center, Building 90, at 4951 
Arroyo Road in Livermore. 
 The band will play a vari-
ety of musical styles, including 
marches and show tunes, and 
will also take requests from the 
veterans. For more information, 
contact Bud Engel, 846-9497.  

Registration 
open for poetry 
festival

 Early registration for the an-
nual Poetry, Prose and Arts Fes-
tival is opens Feb. 1. 
 The festival is April 17 and 
18 in Pleasanton and will fea-
ture 15 workshops, includ-
ing two-session mini-courses, 
and individual workshops for 
adults, teens and youth and an 
awards banquet. To learn more, 
call 931-5350 or visit www.
plesantonarts.org. 

Teen male anger 
management series
 The Teen Males Anger Man-
agement Series, put on by Axis 
Community Health, meets from 
4 to 5:15 p.m. Mondays from 
Feb. 1 through April 5. 
 Designed to help teens ad-
dress and resolve conflicts, the 
program is open to young men 
ages 13 to 18 who are enrolled 
in high school. 
 It includes education and 
group counseling to help par-
ticipants feel in control, handle 
anger and improve relation-
ships. 
 Interviews are required. The 
fee is $300 and scholarships are 
available. For details, call 201-
6213 or visit www.axishealth.
org. 

Amador to showcase 
musical talent
 The AVHS Winter Percussion 
and Winter Guard will host a 
home show from 12:30 to 10 
p.m. Feb. 6 at Amador Valley 
High School, 1155 Santa Rita 
Road. 
 Tickets are $10 for adults and 
$8 for seniors and students. 
Call 462-7814 or visit http://
amadormusic.org.

Corrections
The Weekly desires to correct 
all signifi cant errors. To request 
a correction, call the editor 
at (925) 600-0840 or e-mail: 
editor@PleasantonWeekly.com

DIGEST
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 In an effort to serve more pa-
tients as well as make their stay 
a little more pleasant, ValleyCare 
Health System recently opened a 
new floor with 24 beds at its medi-
cal center in Pleasanton.
 Plans for the project were ap-
proved in May and construction 
began over the summer. 
 According to hospital Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Ken Jensen, Valley-

Care invested nearly $10 million for 
the first floor project, named One 
West Wing. It opened Jan. 19.
 The floor is designated for medi-
cal and surgical patients. The rooms 
are private and include flat screen 
televisions and modern fixtures 
and finishes.
 The expansion comes at a time 
when the hospital is working to 
serve patients while under severe 

space constraints.
 “State and building inspections 
took place the first week of January 
and that timing couldn’t be bet-
ter,” said Vice President of Nursing 
Services Jessica Jordan. “ValleyCare 
is currently at capacity, and we are 
so pleased to be opening this new 
wing just in time for the influx of 
patients.”
 ValleyCare has been working 

on a massive expansion project to 
its emergency room, concurrently 
with this project. 
 That project, to be constructed in 
three phases and estimated to cost 
$6.7 million, includes increasing 
the square footage of the ER from 
4,000 to 10,000; bringing the total 
number of beds from 12 to 23, one 
triage area to two, two open registra-

ValleyCare Medical Center opens new floor with 24 beds
$10-million expansion offers rooms that are private, equipped with flat screen TVs

   

Fourth-grader Jonathan Pearce holds his winning trophy he earned at the Walnut Grove Spelling 
Bee as school Principal Dr. Charles Young looks on. Pearce will go to the regional level to compete 
Feb. 20. 

BY JANET PELLETIER
 Aggrandizement, hazmat, cajolery and 
circuitous are probably not words in most 
people’s daily lexicon, but they were a 
breeze for some 30 students tasked with 
the Walnut Grove Spelling Bee, held last 
Wednesday in the elementary school’s mul-
tipurpose room.
 Jonathan Pearce, a student in Mrs. Nix’s 
fourth grade class, was named the champion 
of the bee in the 13th round. It was an impres-
sive feat as so many of the students continued 
to spell challenging words such as psycho-

analysis correctly, forcing the judges to turn to 
extra words in the hunt for a winner. Angelina 
Padua, a student in Mrs. Sharp’s third grade 
class, was named the runner-up. Students 
competing were in third through fifth grades 
and the words were from third to nine grade 
levels.
 The Walnut Grove Spelling Bee returned 
this year after taking a hiatus for the past few 
years. Pearce will go on to compete in the 
regional bee, sponsored by the San Francisco 
Chronicle and part of the Scripps National 
Spelling Bee Feb. 20. ■

Aggrandizement, hazmat, 
cajolery, circuitous?

Walnut Grove fourth grader aces spelling bee, 
moving on to regional competition

 A host of events are being held here in the local 
community to benefit victims of the Haiti earthquake, 
starting this Saturday with a collection of items by the 
Pleasanton Rotary Club and Open Heart Kitchen.
 From 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday in the Amador 
Valley High School parking lot, 1155 Santa Rita 
Road, Rotary members will be collecting items such 
as crutches, wheelchairs, walkers and canes. At the 
same time, Open Heart Kitchen will hold an elec-
tronic waste collection. Proceeds from that will sup-
port the nonprofit’s free meal programs.
 The Rotary Club has partnered with MedShare, 
a nonprofit which collects usable medical supplies 
from hospitals and physician’s offices, inventories 
them and then ships containers with supplies spe-
cifically ordered by Third World medical providers. 
MedShare, which has a warehouse in San Leandro, 
will ship the mobility devices to Haiti.
 “Our club members have seen the need of the 
people of Haiti in this tragic time and wanted to help 
them now,” said Steve Brozosky, Rotary Club of Pleas-
anton president. “Many people have unused crutches, 
canes, wheelchairs, or walkers sitting in their garages, 
and those items are greatly needed in Haiti.” 
 For more information, visit www.pleasantonrotary.
org or www.medshare.org. 
 Amador Valley High School students, faculty 
and administrators will lace up their sneakers next 
Wednesday, also to help Haitians.
 The Run for Relief aims to raise $20,000. Par-
ticipants will run or walk for 40 minutes Feb. 3 on 
the high school track during a select shift. Shifts are 
scheduled from 7:20 a.m. throughout the day and 
ending at 4 p.m. 
 After each lap, the runner or walker will receive a 
tally mark from a track monitor and will be given a tag. 
The money will be raised from donors in the commu-
nity who sign up to pledge a dollar amount per lap.
 For more information, contact teacher and coach 
Tony Battilega at 980-4564.
 On Feb. 5, a benefit show will be held from 7 
to 10 p.m. at Panama Red coffee shop, 2115 First 
St. in downtown Livermore. Acoustic music will 
be played by local musicians Northern Static, Lara 
Marriott, Antone Lee, Rob McCord, Greg Burdett, 
Valerie Nuzum, Colleen Jordan and Dan Taylor. Fees 
and tips will be donated to the American Red Cross 
International Response Fund.
 Brownie Troop 1268 has spent last week and this 
week collecting gently used shoes from Valley View 
Elementary students that will be donated to Haiti 
through the Pleasanton Sport Chalet’s Soles for Souls 
program, which was devised after the natural disaster 
occurred. The shoes are expected to be sent by this 
Sunday. 

—Janet Pelletier

Fundraisers slated 
to benefit Haiti

Pleasanton Rotary Club 
collecting crutches, wheelchairs, 

walkers and canes

See VALLEY CARE on Page 6
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Package includes (approx. 2 hour treatment): 
~ Aromatherapy Massage
 An aromatic and rejuvenating customized service.

~ Rejuvenating Spa Facial
 Customer facial designed to suit your skin type.
Cannot be combined with other offers. Valid until Feb. 28, 2010. 

Jacuzzi & indoor pool available for spa clients. 24 Hour Reservation line.

925.858.5778
Gift Cards
 Available

$139 
(valued at $170)

Valentine’s Special 

Health Care Coverage 
for less than  
your daily latte

Vital Shield  
Plus 2900 

Generic RX

Family

Age Range Current 
Rates

19 to 29 ....................$283
30 to 34 ....................$315
35 to 39 ....................$361
40 to 44 ....................$431
45 to 49 ....................$514
50 to 54 ....................$602
55 to 59 ....................$714
60 to 64 ....................$883

Vital Shield Plus plans are underwritten by Blue 
Shield of California Life & Health Insurance 
Company. Rates, effective 7/1/09, apply for Contra 
Costa, Alameda and Santa Clara counties. Rates 
shown, for individual males and families, are for 
people in good health and not available to per-
sons 65 or older. Other rates may apply.

Single

19 to 29 ......................$68
30 to 34 ......................$75
35 to 39 ......................$92
40 to 44 ....................$116
45 to 49 ....................$156
50 to 54 ....................$215
55 to 59 ....................$286
60 to 64 ....................$421

Charlene Beasley
 CA Lic #0C26292

Beasley Insurance Services
925-803-9799

www.beasleyinsurance.com

Free Quote go to www.beasleyinsurance.com

We Are Committed To:
Exceptional Customer Service

925.462.1207
Showroom and Factory located at

4225 Stanley Blvd., Pleasanton, CA 94566
www.window-ology.com

Contractor’s License #904282

BY JEB BING
 Deputy Fire Chief Jeff Zolfarelli 
retired Tuesday from the Liver-
more-Pleasanton Fire Department 
after 35 years of service with Bay 
Area public safety departments.
 Zolfarelli joined the Livermore-
Pleasanton department in 1999 from 
the Newark Fire Department. He 
was instrumental in the successful 
effort to develop the LPFD Hazard-
ous Material Team and also managed 
the public education, disaster pre-

paredness, and workers’ compensa-
tion programs. He is an instructor at 
Chabot and Las Positas colleges.
 Zolfarelli began his career in 1974 
with the BART Police Department, 
moving to the San Leandro Police 
Department in 1977 and then join-
ing that city’s Fire Department in 
1984, where he worked until 1998. 
He joined the Alameda County Fire 
Department in 1998 before moving 
to the Newark Fire Department.
 He served on the Alameda Coun-

ty Fire Chiefs Operations Com-
mittee and the Alameda County 
Fire Chiefs Hazardous Materials 
Committee, the Alameda County 
Fire Training Committee and was 
a member of the East Bay Incident 
Management Team,
 Zolfarelli’s retirement comes just 
three months after LPFD’s Fire 
Chief Bill Cody retired. The city 
managers of Livermore and Pleas-
anton are leading a search for 
Cody’s successor. ■

Fire department’s deputy 
chief Zolfarelli retires

Cities still looking for successor to Fire Chief Bill Cody, 
who retired last October

BY JEB BING
 Nearly 100 merchants, restau-
rant owners and other business 
representatives packed the banquet 
room of the Farmer Restaurant 
Thursday for the annual dinner 
meeting of the Pleasanton Down-
town Association, an organization 
that represents more than 600 
businesses in downtown Pleasan-
ton and associate members from 
other parts of the city.
 The dinner also served as a fare-
well reception for the PDA’s ex-
ecutive director Christine Salidivar. 
Named to the position in April 
2004, she has resigned effective Feb. 
15 to move to Florida and marry her 
longtime friend John Roberts. A sci-
entist at the Livermore Lab and, be-
fore that, at Los Alamos Laboratory, 
Roberts, who also was honored at 
the PDA dinner, is retiring, too, and 
the couple is moving to Cape Coral, 
Fla., a popular retirement destina-
tion where they have purchased a 
home.
 Also honored at the dinner 
were downtown accountant Janet 
Yarbrough, who has been elected 
president of the PDA for 2010, 
and Judy Wheeler, owner of Towne 
Center Books, who was the organi-
zation’s president in 2009.
 Special awards also were given 
PDA members for their service to 
the organization and the down-
town business community.
 The coveted Arch Angel Award 
went to Doug Linman of SUNTCO 
for his service on the PDA board 
from 2008-2009.
 “Community involvement is of 
paramount importance for this 
Arch Angel and he volunteers for 

numerous organizations along 
with the PDA,” Salidivar said in 
presenting the award. “He’s often 
the first person to respond when 
we send out a call for help, wheth-
er itís helping with events such as 
First Wednesday or Oktoberfest, 
sharing his musical talents, donat-
ing raffle prizes, finding the PDA 
a sound system, or building a 
state of the art Kiosk, nothing is 
too hard or daunting for this indi-
vidual
 Salidivar also presented “NEAT” 
awards to businesses and individu-
als who made significant contribu-
tions last year to add to the at-

tractiveness of the downtown area.   
These went to Little Valley Winery, 
Meadowlark Dairy and Roy Moret, 
owner of the Los Pilares building on 
north Main Street. The city of Pleas-
anton also received a NEAT award 
for the decorative lights it added to 
Civic Park on Main Street.
 The PDA was established in 
1984 as an assessment district 
with the goal of developing and 
promoting a vibrant downtown 
community. It functions as a non-
profit organization with funding 
provided by member assessments, 
matching city funds, sponsorships 
and revenue producing events.  ■

PDA salutes outgoing director 
Salidivar at annual meeting

 Awards given for special efforts to improve downtown business district

JEB BING

Outgoing PDA president Judy Wheeler, left, congratulates the organization’s 
president for 2010, Janet Yarbrough.

tion stations to two private stations 
and from one waiting area that seats 
10 to one seating 30; and adding a 
covered ambulance entrance. 
 The first phase, already under 
way, will cost $2.7 million, $1 mil-

lion of which is being funded from 
county Measure A funds. Valley-
Care, a nonprofit, is still raising $4 
million needed for the second and 
third phases.
 These expansions follow one an-
nounced in March of last year to 
the hospital’s neonatal care unit 
(NICU). 

 In collaboration with UCSF Chil-
dren’s Hospital, the NICU, which 
cares for preemies and other infants 
needing a higher level of care, was 
expanded from four beds to 10. 
That project cost $1.8 million and 
funds are still being raised to pay 
for it.

—Janet Pelletier

VALLEYCARE
Continued from Page 5
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FIRST LESSON 
FREE!

Learn to dance from 
Arthur Murray’s 

professional dance 
teachers with personal 

one-on-one lessons, 
group classes, 

and practice parties. 
Call today!

www.ArthurMurrayLive.com

Learn to DANCE and have FUN doing it.

Hayward
510-537-8706

Livermore
925-456-5556

Redwood City
650-216-7501

Gift 
Certifi cates

Available

Couples 
& Singles 
Invited

Robert McGlinchy, CLU
Insurance Agent
1987 Santa Rita Rd
Pleasanton
CA Lic: 0627529

I can help you choose the IRA that’s right
for you. Call me
today to discuss your options.

Certain restrictions apply to contributions, rollovers, deductions and distributions from an IRA.  Consult your tax advisor for
specific information.  Allstate Life Insurance Company, Home Office, Northbrook, IL.  Securities offered by Personal Financial
Representatives through Allstate Financial Services, LLC.  Registered Broker-Dealer.  Member FINRA, SIPC.  Main Office: 2920
South 84th Street, Lincoln, NE 68506. 877-525-5727.© 2009 Allstate Insurance Company.

925-846-0880

DOORSTEP PHOTOGRAPHY

Left: Carole Wigren, tasting room and special events manager and Christina 
Geraghty, event coordinator for Crooked Vine and Stony Ridge wineries, at 
right, speak to attendees about their offerings for weddings, anniversary parties 
and corporate events at the Tri-Valley Convention & Visitors Bureau’s Destina-
tion Showcase event Jan. 20.

BY JANET PELLETIER
 Some 65 meeting and event 
planners attended the Tri-Valley 
Convention & Visitors Bureau’s 
Destination Showcase Jan. 20, 
perusing vendor booths seeking 
information as well as checking 
out displays such as dinner tables 
decorated with chiffon tablecloths, 
china settings and elaborate floral 
centerpieces. 
 More and more, the Tri-Valley re-
gion is becoming a preferred loca-
tion to hold special events such as 
weddings, anniversary gatherings, 
corporate parties and meetings, ac-
cording to Natalie Alvanez, who is 
the CVB’s director of marketing and 
partnership. It’s the second year 
the bureau has held the showcase 

as a way to attract more meeting 
and event revenue to the area. This 
year’s event was held at the Casa 
Real event center at Ruby Hill, lo-
cated on Vineyard at Isabel avenues 
in Pleasanton.
 Casa Real, which opened in 
2008, was an appropriate back-
drop to the event as it offers the 
adjoining Ruby Hill Winery just 
footsteps away. Many of the Tri-
Valley’s venues for special events 
are wineries, which offer meeting 
space amid the vineyards, Alvanez 
said.
 “Time is money. Meeting and 
event planners need to economize 
like the rest of us and attending 
Destination Showcase saves them a 
great deal of time by providing one-

stop-shopping over sourcing event 
services individually,” she said.
 The showcase featured 40 booths 
that were represented by employees 
from local event venues, caterers, 
event service providers, hotels and 
wineries. 
 “Relatively new venues include 
the Palm Event Center, Casa Real 
at Ruby Hill Winery and the Bank-
head Theater,” Alvanez said. “Ad-
ditionally, many of the hotels in the 
area have been renovated within 
last few years, including the San 
Ramon Marriott, Pleasanton Mar-
riott, Pleasanton Sheraton and 
Doubletree Hotel in Livermore.”
 Alvanez said the bureau is un-
aware of other regions holding this 
type of a tradeshow. ■

Visitor’s bureau promotes Tri-Valley 
as place to host special events
Destination Showcase tradeshow displayed everything 

from best venues to caterers, hotels and wineries

OF NOTE
Amador senior donates scholarship to 
help children 
 Christina Zhang, a senior from Amador Valley High School, donated $2,500 
to the Smile Train Foundation and provided the full reparative surgery cost for 
10 children from African and Southeast Asian countries. Christina received the 
scholarship by winning the Singtao Beauty Pageant, an annual pageant event 
held by Singtao Daily, the largest Chinese newspaper in North America.
 Growing up, Christina had crooked teeth and visited her orthodontist for 
more than six years to straighten her teeth. Because of this experience, she un-
derstood and empathized with cleft children and wanted to help them. 
 Christina was a swimmer for the Pleasanton Seahawks for many years and 
she also swam for the Amador varsity team. Christina will attend the 2010 Miss 
Chinatown USA Pageant from Feb. 14 to 28 in San Francisco. Miss Chinatown 
USA is a national beauty pageant event with a history of 52 years. Christina will 
compete against Chinese beauty queens from Chicago, Seattle, Hawaii, Hous-
ton, and many other cities and states. ■

Get to know the 
police department
Enrollment is open for the spring 

2010 citizens academy

 Learn the ins and outs of the police depart-
ment in the upcoming session of the citizens 
academy, beginning March 4. 
 The spring course, which runs through June 
10, is held in a classroom setting with a mix-
ture of lecture, demonstrations and learn-to-do 
activities. Topics covered include community 
policing, patrol procedures, radio communica-
tions, SWAT, narcotics/vice, crime prevention, 
traffic enforcement, K-9, evidence collection, use 
of force, animal services and DARE. 
 The program was developed to create closer 
partnerships with the community, explain law 
enforcement procedures and to discuss the im-
portance of public involvement in the policing 
process. 
 Meetings are from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. Thurs-
days. Participants must be adults, will be 
screened and have to live or work in Pleas-
anton. Applications are available at the front 
county of the Pleasanton Police Department, lo-
cated at 4833 Bernal Ave; or by contacting Sgt. 
Mike Tryphonas at 931-5169 or mtryphonas@
ci.pleasanton.ca.us. 

—Emily West

Free wheelin’
The 22nd Annual Manufacturer’s RV Show continues this 
weekend at the county fairgrounds and manager Mike 
Nohr, who owns GoodTimes Promotions in Pleasanton, 
said RV sales are on the upswing after a particularly 
diffi cult year in 2009. Nohr said he believes continued 
interest from baby boomers and the younger generationís 
growing attraction to the RV are contributors. Show hours 
are 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. today, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday 
and Sunday. For information, visit www.rvshow.net or call 
931-1890.
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Accusplit raises $1,046 
for PPIE
Dear Editor,
 Thank you for your help in pub-
licizing the 2009 World Walk to 
Wellness in Pleasanton by listing it in 
advance both online and in print.
 We are pleased to report that Ac-
cusplit will be presenting a check for 
$1,046 to Pleasanton Partnerships 
in Education (PPIE) Foundation. 
These donations from participants, 
matched by our company, will en-
able PPIE to make more grants to 
help local public schools implement 
their wellness plans for students.
 Special thanks to David and Teri 
Eisenhauer of Northwestern Mutual 
whose information booth helped 
participants make the connection 

between wellness and financial plan-
ning. We also thank licensed nutri-
tionist Jill Daniels for leading a “Walk 
With Me” circuit of the Sports Park, 
answering questions along the way.
 Although we already have begun 
planning the fourth annual World 
Walk to Wellness for Dec. 31, 
2010, your readers need not wait 
until the last day of the year to 
enjoy the benefits of walking. We 
are fortunate to live in an area with 
many miles of safe and scenic trails. 
In between winter rains, we en-
courage our Tri-Valley neighbors of 
all ages to get out and walk, aiming 
for a goal of 10,000 steps each day 
to maintain good health. Our pe-
dometer company’s motto is, “Eat 
right. Walk more. Live well.” Feel 
free to adopt that as your concise 
New Year’s resolution.

W. Ron Sutton 
(“Mr. Pedometer”)

President, ACCUSPLIT

LETTERS

This week marks the 10th anniversary of the Pleasanton Weekly. 
And what a 10-year spread it’s been! From local elections to 
school budget crises to community theater and to the H1N1 flu 

pandemic, we’ve filled nearly 20,000 pages over the past decade with 
news, features, sports and advertising focused exclusively on our Pleas-
anton audience. And now, in addition to the 520 Pleasanton Weekly 
newspapers and scores of special sections we’ve published since Jan. 28, 
2000, we’ve become a leader in the fast-growing Internet news distri-
bution business with a regularly updated online edition at www.pleas-
antonweekly.com and a Pleasanton Express that is delivered directly to 
you at 8 a.m. weekdays by email. As we’ve done since the launch of 
this hometown newspaper at the start of the decade, we’re providing 
by far the best, most complete and up-to-date coverage of Pleasanton. 
Added to this are Tri-Valley Views and San Ramon Express and Danville 
Express online editions that provide superior coverage of all Tri-Valley 
communities.
 Our goal is to provide the most accurate and consistently reliable news 
coverage and commentary of interest to all of us who live and work 
here. We strive to report that news in an objective, unbiased manner. 
That means information on current events, including City Council and 
school board actions, local sports and arts and entertainment features. 
We seek stories about people, not institutions. In our coverage of City 
Council, school board and commission meetings, we focus on issues 
being addressed, not simply on the meetings themselves. Nor do we rely 
on press releases or meeting agendas to drive our content. We’re there 
with a local news reporting staff second to none. We anticipate news and 
look for interesting trends or issues that are worth digging into. We want 
to tell you — our readers — what’s going to happen, not just what did 
happen. 
 In addition to covering the local beats, we provide readers with vari-
ous special sections and features, such as Readers Choice, Info Pleasan-
ton, Home and Garden, and Neighborhoods. Included in this edition 
is a special section on “Staying Healthy,” with a report on why it’s still 
important to be vaccinated against the H1N1 flu. Last week, we reported 
that final contributions and matching funds to the Pleasanton Weekly 
Holiday Fund charity drive totaled $466,732, a record-high amount 
that will now help the Tri-Valley’s unemployed and under-employed find 
jobs. Stories during the year cover the work of important charities and 
nonprofits in our community, including Open Heart Kitchen, Tri-Valley 
Haven and Axis Community Health.
 With the news dissemination business rapidly changing, we’re work-
ing to stay a step ahead. Besides online and email editions, you can read 
the Pleasanton Weekly on your laptop and iPhone wherever WiFi is 
available. Comments posted on our Town Square forum come from all 
parts of the country as our readers not only take a copy of the Pleasan-
ton Weekly with them for a vacation photo to send us, but also keep up 
with Pleasanton and Tri-Valley news wherever they are. Thanks to you, 
our valued readers, the Pleasanton Weekly has become an important 
and valued community institution. In the years ahead, we’ll continue to 
innovate and adapt to serve the needs of this community and to succeed 
in being Pleasanton’s primary source for local news, information and 
dialogue.  ■

Turning 10 and growing
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Elegant and Relaxing
Personalized Professional  

Nail Care

Livermore location

BOLLINGER NAIL SALON LOCATIONS

Livermore (next to the Bankhead Theater)

2375 Railroad Ave . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (925) 455-6800

Pleasanton (across from Tully's Coffee)
310 Main Street Suite D . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (925) 484-4300 

www.Bollingernailsalon.com

Host a Party—For birthdays, bridal showers  
or friends who want to have a unique  
and fun get together, arrange a private  

party at Bollinger Nail Salon.

JOIN FOR FREE*
In just 45 minutes a week at Weight Watchers® meetings,  

you can gain the life skills and confidence you need to conquer Hungry,  
lose weight and keep it off. So join for FREE today.

Weight Watchers at Pleasanton Center has moved to  
Gateway Square! 

4811 Hopyard Road 
at the intersection of  Hopyard Rd. and Stoneridge Dr.

Pleasanton, California

Join us for our Open House held every Saturday in  
February from 1-4pm!

Hurry, offers ends 3/13/2010
Call 1.800.379.5757 or visit
weightwatchers.com

*Registration fee waived. Must pay meeting fees.
Valid through 3/13/10 in participating areas only. Not valid for At Work meetings. Cannot be combined 
with other offers. ©2010 Weight Watchers International, Inc., owner of the Weight Watchers registered 
trademark. All rights reserved.
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POLICE REPORT

The Pleasanton Police Department 
made the following information avail-
able. Under the law, those charged 
with offenses are considered innocent 
until convicted.

Jan. 19
Theft
■ 1:20 p.m. in the 30 block of Shore 

Drive; identity theft
■ 2:06 p.m. in the 5200 block of 

Crestline Way; identity theft
■ 2:17 p.m. at the intersection of 

Stoneridge Drive and Trevor Parkway; 
Grand theft

Vandalism
■ 4:00 p.m. in the 4400 block of Valley 

Avenue
■ 5:36 p.m. in the 4800 block of Bernal 

Avenue
Controlled substance possession
■ 2:41 p.m. in the 4300 block of First 

Street
Robbery
■ 4:25 p.m. at the intersection of Main 

Street and Del Valle Parkway

Jan. 20
Vandalism
■ 12:03 a.m. in the 900 block of Main 

Street
■ 12:14 p.m. in the 1000 block of 

Kottinger Drive
■ 2:38 p.m. in the 6100 block of 

Stoneridge Drive
Drug/alcohol violations
■ 10:09 p.m. at the intersection of 

Santa Rita Road and Sutter Gate 
Avenue; controlled substance posses-
sion, DUI

Jan. 21
Theft
■ 12:44 p.m. in the 7000 block of 

Commerce Drive; embezzlement
■ 6:45 p.m. in the 1500 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft
Burglary
■ 9:23 a.m. in the 7300 block of 

Stonedale Drive; vehicular
■ 12:39 p.m. in the 9600 block of 

Crosby Drive
■ 5:26 p.m. in the 4500 block of 

Rosewood Drive; shoplifting, lock-
picking

Vandalism
■ 10:38 p.m. in the 1300 block of 

Santa Rita Road
DUI
■ 10:55 p.m. at the intersection of 

Santa Rita Road and West Las Positas 
Boulevard

Massage misconduct
■ 8:15 p.m. in the 900 block of Main 

Street

Jan. 22
Grand theft
■ 11:41 a.m. in the 2700 block of 

Crellin Road
■ 2:24 p.m. in the 5800 block of Owens 

Drive
Drug/alcohol violations
■ 4:11 p.m. in the 300 block of Main 

Street; possession of marijuana for 
sale

■ 8:14 p.m. in the 6400 block of Owens 
Drive; DUI

Battery
■ 8:57 p.m. in the 400 block of St. John 

Street

Jan. 23
Burglary
■ 12:17 a.m. in the 5400 block of 

Greenfield Way
■ 6:43 p.m. in the 1500 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road; shoplifting
Controlled substance possession
■ 4:52 p.m. in the 6700 block of Santa 

Rita Road

WEEKLY MEETING NOTICES

ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  
AND PUBLIC COMMENT IS WELCOME

The above represents a sampling of upcoming meeting items. 
For complete information, please visit  

www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/community/calendar

City Council
Tuesday, February 2, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

Civic Arts Commission

Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

Human Services Commission

Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

GENERAL INFORMATION
City Hosts Community Workshop on Youth Master Plan Update

Benjamin Cook Tarver III

 A service will 
be held for for-
mer Mayor Ben 
Tarver at 1 p.m. 
Sunday at the 
Pleasanton Se-
nior Center, 5353 
Sunol Blvd. The 
event is open to 
the public and 
will feature a mixed color guard 
from the Pleasanton Police Depart-
ment and the Livermore-Pleasanton 
Fire Department.
 Mr. Tarver died suddenly Jan. 4 
from bilateral pulmonary emboli at 
age 63.
 Benjamin Cook Tarver III was a 
Bay Area native and graduated from 
Clayton Valley High School and San 
Francisco State University. He began 
his lifelong career in information 
technology at Naval Weapons Sta-
tion in Concord and retired in 2001 
from the City of Concord as the 
director of information technology. 
 He lived a very active life, play-
ing tennis, golf and rugby as well 
as scuba diving, water skiing and 
snow skiing. He made lifelong 
friends playing soccer in Pleas-
anton’s adult soccer league for 20 
years. He also coached youth soc-
cer for many years, and organized 
adult soccer tournaments drawing 
teams from all over the state and 
filling the Pleasanton Sports Park. 
 Mr. Tarver and his wife Margo 
moved to Pleasanton in 1974 where 
they raised their three children. He 
became active in local politics in 1982 
after becoming concerned about the 
burgeoning growth in Pleasanton. He 
was a planning commissioner, then 
was elected to the City Council in 
1988, where he served for four years 
before being elected as Pleasanton’s 
mayor four times from 1992-2000. 
 He had an infinite love for Pleasan-
ton. During his years as an elected of-
ficial, his primary focus was to reign 
in Pleasanton’s fast paced growth and 
preserve open space. In addition, he 

spearheaded and helped to success-
fully pass measures that put a cap on 
residential development, protected 
the ridgelands against residential de-
velopment and actively supported 
the development of an adjoining city 
and East Bay Regional Park. He was 
also an advocate for youth, support-
ing the development of parks and ex-
panded joint uses for school district 
and city facilities. 
 During his years as a resident of 
Pleasanton, he was a longtime mem-
ber of the Tulancingo Sister City As-
sociation, Pleasanton Blairgowrie Fer-
gus Sister City Organization, Lions 
Club and acted as Honorary Chiefton 
of the Caladonian Club during the 
Scottish Games in Pleasanton.
 After his retirement from the City 
of Concord, he moved to Colorado 
and married Jeanie, where he en-
joyed being outdoors in the beauti-
ful Rocky Mountains. They later 
moved to their current home in 
Penn Valley, Calif. to be closer to 
his family. During his retirement, 
he enjoyed spending time with his 
dogs, remodeling his Lake Wild-
wood home, boating, working out, 
following local and national politics, 
and most of all, vacationing with his 
wife, children and grandchildren.
 He is survived by his wife, Jeanie; 
parents, Ben and June Tarver; daugh-
ters, Tiffany (Dan) Nakken of Pleas-
anton and Melanie (Richard) Koontz 
DeMarchi, of Roseville, Calif.; son, 
Ben (Angie) Tarver IV of Livermore; 
grandchildren, Brayden, Isabella, 
Christian, Jaxon, and Baby Girl De-
Marchi; first wife, Margo Tarver; 
brothers, Ben Hall Tarver of Olym-
pia, Wash., Brooks Tarver of Santa 
Rosa; and Joe Pfeifer of Jeffersonton, 
Va.; aunt, Dorothy Droast Coultrap 
of Vallejo; as well as his extended 
family. He was preceded in death by 
his son-in-law, Kent Koontz.
 Donations may be made to the 
National Stroke Association or 
Ovarian Cancer Research Fund.

Barbara Ruby Van Slyke
 Barbara Ruby Van Slyke died 
Jan. 1 at her home in Pleasanton, 
surrounded by her loving family, at 
the age of 92.
 Born Barbara Ruby Hadley Nov. 

12, 1917 in Modesto, Mrs. Van 
Slyke was the first of two daughters 
of a farmer father and a schoolteach-
er mother. In the mid-1930s, she 
graduated with a degree in photog-
raphy from the Art Center School 
in Los Angeles. Among her teachers 
was Ansel Adams. After college, she 
joined her family and crew members 
on a sailing trip to Alaska aboard the 
El Dorado, a 40-foot vessel built by 
her father, Loren.
 During World War II, she was 
employed by the United States Air 
Force as an aerial 
photographer. 
She also worked 
for several years 
with the Depart-
ment of Agricul-
ture, document-
ing farms across 
the country in 
her photographs. 
After the war, she had a stint as a stu-
dio photographer in Hollywood, oc-
casionally being asked to photograph 
portaits of celebrities current to that 
era.
 Married in Oakland in 1955 to 
Dale Van Slyke, a teacher, they had 
three children, moving to Hayward 
to raise their family. In 1969, the 
family relocated to Pleasanton.
 She was also a past Pleasanton 
Art League president and avid arts 
promoter. An award-winning paint-
er and fiber artist, she worked to 
promote the construction of the 
Black Avenue Cultural Arts build-
ing and served for eight years on 
the Senior Planning Task Force. 
She established the very popular 
Peddler Shoppe at the Pleasanton 
Senior Center, supplying it with her 
beautiful handmade crafts. She con-
tinued to volunteer her time there, 
showcasing and selling the products 
of many local senior craftsmen and 
women, until recently.
 She was an active member of 
the Bicentennial Festival Commit-
tee in 1975-76, helping to make 
the group’s 11 projects a reality. 
The group shared annual reunion 
luncheons each December for more 
than 30 years. 
 She is survived by her daugh-
ters, Ruth and Jean; son, Jim; and 
granddaughter Ise Maeve Forsyth.

OBITUARIES

Community Pulse  ● Transitions
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PEOPLE AND LIFESTYLES IN OUR COMMUNITYLiving

BY EMILY WEST

E
rick Rodriguez has an uncanny ability to identify specific 
details about cars just by glancing at one driving by. 
    Mark Triska, mentor to the 14-year-old from Dublin, 
said he’s like a car savant.

 “What does savant mean?” Rodriguez asked.
 Instances like these are common in their mentor-mentee 
relationship. Whether it’s Triska helping with homework 
or Rodriguez sharing his knowledge of cars or the latest 
“Transformers” movie, it’s a relationship of mutual growth. 
 The two have been meeting for about a year, just as long 
as the Tri-Valley YMCA Mentorship program has been in 
existence. Triska, senior vice president of corporate real 
estate at Colliers International, was part of the driving 
force to get the program going. Having previously been a 
mentor, he saw the benefits of the experience for both par-
ties and wanted to help young people in the Tri-Valley.
 The Tri-Valley YMCA works with Be A Mentor, a youth ser-
vice organization based in Hayward, to screen and train men-
tors before the YMCA puts together a good match. Associate 
Program Director Tim Stier watches over the partnerships 
and works to find middle school-aged children who could 
benefit from the program within their other programs as well 
as through the Pleasanton and Livermore school districts.
 Tri-Valley Mentorship is funded through various donors 
— including Colliers International Links for Life Founda-
tion, LifeStyleRx, BBandT Tanner Insurance, FunMobility, 
Sybase, City of Pleasanton and Hacienda Helping Hands — 
who are also encouraged to have employees participate. 
 “The heart of mentoring is the personal relationship 
that develops,” Stier said. “A young person looks to their 
mentor not just as role model, but as a friend, advocate, 
guide and somebody who loves them.”
 Citing one of the 40 Assets, an educational program to 

holistically develop young people, he said that students 
with loving and caring adults in their lives were more 
likely to reach their full potential.
 Right now there are five mentor partnerships, and Stier 
said he hopes that number will grow. It’s proving to be 
more of a challenge than he thought, however, as some 
parents are cautious of having their children identified as 
“at-risk” or the fear of potential abuse issues.
 “We are highly conscious of those dangers, so we take very 
seriously the screening and training,” Stier said. “Also, we are 
keeping in touch with the mentors and the mentees after the 
relationship is formed, it’s not like they’re set adrift.”
 Triska said he hopes to see more men and women step 
up as mentors.
 “Mentoring as a concept is popular, but few people take 
the time and effort to be one,” he said. “It’s easier to write 
a check than spend time making a difference.”
 Mentors must go through screening, such as fingerprint-
ing and background checks, and training through the Be A 
Mentor program. The commitment requires at least four to 
six hours per month of time spent with the mentee. 
 Knowing Rodriguez’s interest in cars, Triska thought 
a trip to tour the Blackhawk Auto Museum in Danville 
would be fun. They have also gone biking at the BMX 
park on Stanley Boulevard. 
 Other activities, such as learning table manners at a 
restaurant or helping someone with yard work, may not 
qualify as “fun” necessarily, but it’s an important part of 
growing the relationship and learning from each other. 
 When asked what he’d be doing if not for the mentor-
ship program, Rodriquez said, “I would just be bored at 
home, playing video games.”
 To learn more about the program, contact the Tri-Valley 
YMCA by calling 475-6108 or visiting http://trivalley.ym-
caeastbay.org.  ■

Shaping 
futures through 
relationships

EMILY WEST

Fourteen-year-old Erick Rodriguez and his mentor Mark Triska recently met up at the Hacienda Crossings center to spend time together. They have done various activities, such as BMX biking and yard work, 
in the year that they have participated in the new Tri-Valley YMCA Mentors program. 

Tri-Valley YMCA’s 
new mentorship 
program aims to 

help young people
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LIVING

POETIC 
PLEASANTON

BY DEBORAH GROSSMAN

 Did you know Robert Frost 
was born in San Francisco? 
That he played varsity football 
in high school and met Nikita 
Khrushchev? Now Frost is com-
ing to town to talk about his life 
and poetry. Well, not exactly, 
but David Alpaugh, a nationally 
renowned poet, author and Frost 
expert, will read some of his best 
known poems and share little-
known background on the poet 
at “Celebrating Robert Frost” 
from 2 to 4 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 7 
at Century House, 2401 Santa 
Rita Road. Alpaugh, who lives in 
Pleasant Hill, lectured on Frost 
at UC Berkeley Extension and is 
an outstanding performance poet 
with a pervasive sense of humor 
and keen insight on all aspects of 
poetry. 
 To top off the “Celebrating 
Robert Frost” program, a friend 
of Frost is coming to town. 
Through the kind suggestion 
of my neighbor Andrea Liu, I 
contacted her friend, Dr. Shirley 
Badger, who personally knew 
Frost. Dr. Badger is traveling 
from her home in Chagrin Fall, 
Ohio, to share some personal 
reminiscences on the poet at 
Century House. 
 Badger is the great-niece of 
Mrs. Homer Noble who sold 
Frost one of his many farms in 
Vermont. Frost wrote some of 
his most well-known poems in 
a log cabin on the Homer Noble 
farm in Ripton. Badger’s great 
aunts Agnes Billings and Eunice 
Billings Noble were very good 
friends of Frost. The poet rented 
a small cottage from Agnes Bill-
ings and ate his meals at her 
house before he bought the farm 
from Agnes’ sister Eunice Noble. 
Badger knew Frost from her fre-
quent visits to Ripton. For more 

information and photos of the 
Homer Noble home, see www.
frostfriends.org/ripton.html.
 We look forward to hearing 
poems and learning more about 
one of America’s most famous 
poets and the former poet laure-
ate of Vermont. Bring along an 
original poem, one page or less, 
perhaps in the style of Robert 
Frost, to read at the open mic. 
Details on “Celebrating Robert 
Frost” are available at www.
civicartsliterary.org or you may 
contact Deborah Grossman, 
Pleasanton’s Poet Laureate, at 
pleasantonpoetry@gmail.com or 
www.facebook.com/Pleasanton-
Poetry.
 This poem is dedicated to Dr. 
Shirley Badger for coming to 
Pleasanton to tell some personal 
stories about the poet. 

A Frosty Scene
During chilled days of winter
I imagine summer
sounds of Vermont, 
the loud, laughter-laced dinners
at Agnes Billings’ Ripton farm
where Robert Frost 
shares humorous tales with Agnes 
and her sister Eunice Noble.
During dessert, Frost chuckles and 

cuts 
more meaning from an apple 
than most people bite off in a life-

time.
He’s upstairs now,
debating with Ezra Pound 
on whether Imagist poets 
are worth their salt.
Later, he attends a poetry slam 
where he eyebrows hip-hop artists
and grouches at the multifarious 

MFAs 
of pedigreed poets.
On his way back to Agnes’ house
for mirth and warm apple pie,
he’ll listen to a bird in the birch 
and wonder how anyone
could miss the sound of poetry
during summer in Vermont.

Deborah Grossman is Pleasanton’s 
poet laureate.

Friends of Frost 
to visit Century 
House

Stroll, swirl and sip
 Sample local wines while perusing downtown wares at the annual “Truffl es, Tidbits and Wine Tasting” held 
from 6 to 9 p.m. Feb. 4. This event, which is known to sell out, includes a commemorative wine glass and map 
to show where to sample Livermore Valley’s best reds, whites, ports, dessert and sparkling wines. 
 Only 800 tickets will be sold and are available for $25 at the following locations: Clover Creek, 670 Main 
Street; Studio 7 Fine Arts, 400 Main Street; Towne Center Books, 807 Main Street; Pleasanton Downtown As-
sociation, 830 Main Street, Suite A — behind the Cheese Factory building. If there are tickets left, they will be 
sold at beginning at 5:45 p.m. the day of for $30. The event is not recommended for children and tickets must 
be redeemed by 7:30 p.m. 
 For more information, call 484-2119 or visit www.pleasantondowntown.net. 

Leak Proof
DESIGN

NEW! Solatube®

™

Make the right choice and 
brighten dark rooms too!

Visit www.solabrite.com

925.600.1400
Visit our showroom

5729 Sonoma Drive, Suite H
Pleasanton

Solatube® Premier Dealer

CALL OR 
VISIT WEBSITE 

FOR SPECIAL 
OFFERS

Start the  
New Year  
off right...
With great 
Eyesight!

Amador Valley 
Optometric

Convenient Weekday & Evening Hours 

Black Avenue  
Professional Offices 

4450-C Black Avenue, 
Pleasanton  

925.462.2600
off Santa Rita Road behind

Lynnewood Methodist Church

Dr. Barry C. Winston
Faculty, UC Berkeley  
School of Optometry

Board Certified 
in the Treatment 
of Ocular Disease

Serving Pleasanton 
for more than 25 years

Keep Your Eyecare Local!

Western Garden Nursery
2756 Vineyard Ave.  (925) 462-1760

Free Pruning Class
Conducted by Lita Gates, CCNP

  Saturday Jan. 30
  Sunday Jan. 31

Japanese
Maples

This will be our last pruning class of the season.
Saturday’s class starts at 10:00 A.M.  Sunday’s class starts at 1:00 P.M.

Professional pruning service is available
www.WesternGardenNursery.com

2010 roses
and fruit trees have arrived!
Save 20% through Feb.14

DID YOU KNOW?
High-quality, affordable pediatric care is available 

at our clinics in Pleasanton and Livermore. 

Call 925-462-1755 for an appointment.

Se habla español.

Axis Community Health...here when you need us. 
www.axishealth.org



BY JANET PELLETIER
 It’s hard to believe it’s a new decade. It’s even 
more difficult for the staff of the Pleasanton 
Weekly to fathom that 10 years ago, this news-
paper was just setting down roots here in this 
picturesque town we all call home.
 This month, the Weekly celebrates the 
10-year mark of covering Pleasanton politics, 
city government, schools, neighborhoods and 
families in the 94566 and 94588 area codes.
 Here’s how publisher and editor Jeb Bing in-
troduced Pleasanton’s only weekly paper back 
in our very first issue, dated Jan. 28, 2000:
 “Welcome to the Pleasanton Weekly, your 
window on every aspect of our community. 
We’ll be in your mailbox or at your business 
and in street newsstands around town every 
Friday, delivered free of charge and focusing 
exclusively on Pleasanton.”
 The Weekly is owned by Embarcadero 
Media and its flagship paper is the Palo Alto 
Weekly, which has been publishing for more 
than 30 years. Embarcadero also owns and 
publishes The Pacific Sun in Marin County 
and The Almanac and the Mountain View 
Voice on the Peninsula. 
 Although the staff at the Weekly — and 
even its design — has changed a bit over the 
last 10 years, the mission has stayed the same 
— “It’s all about Pleasanton.” 
 From Eagle Scout awards, to military 
homecomings, to long City Council, school 
board and planning commission meetings, to 
controversial development projects, to may-
oral elections and ballot measures, to local 
athletes making headlines on the national 
scale, we’ve immersed ourselves in every-
thing that makes this city tick. 
 At its core, the newspaper hasn’t changed 
dramatically over the past 10 years, offering in 
tabloid style the Around Pleasanton column, 
Newsfront, Streetwise, Opinion, Community 
Pulse, Transitions, Living, Sports, Calendar, 
Fogster Classifieds and Real Estate. In 2003, 
our staff spent the summer putting together 
the very first InfoPleasanton, which is a yearly 
guide on recreation, kid’s stuff, facts and stats 

about Pleasanton, community organizations, 
arts and entertainment, and sports and out-
door groups and activities. We also started 
Best of Pleasanton (now known as Readers 
Choice), which has become a staple for all 
things that are great in Pleasanton. Every sum-
mer, the Weekly receives hundreds of ballots 
from readers selecting their favorite restau-
rants, meeting places, dry cleaners, veterinar-
ians and the best place to get a traffic ticket. 
 One thing that has changed about the 
Pleasanton Weekly in more recent years is 
our online presence. As the Silicon Valley and 
the greater Bay Area remains at the forefront 
in technology, and as newspapers recognize 
readers’ interest in getting their news online, 
we’ve answered that call. Our sister paper, the 
Palo Alto Weekly, was the first newspaper in 

the country to offer news online. Pleasanton 
Weekly remodeled its website, www.pleas-
antonweekly.com, in 2007, offering news 
— both breaking and in-depth coverage — a 
community discussion forum, online calendar 
and classified posting, and movie reviews.
 The forum, known to most as TownSquare, 
has proved to be the most popular feature of 
the website remodel. Readers have told us 
that allowing users to post their own topics as 
well as comment on others, has opened a new 
line of communication for residents to speak 
openly about their concerns and interests 
without having to be identified. It’s also given 
staff a plethora of story ideas that may other-
wise have never come to light. Of course, with 
anonymity comes some unruliness, which has 
kept the editorial staff vigilantly monitoring 
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Pleasanton Weekly staff celebrates its 10th anniversary at its offices at 5506 Sunol Blvd. Gina Chan-
nell-Allen, president, and Jeb Bing, publisher/editor, are flanked by Trina Cannon, Karen Klein, Kris-
tin Herman, Mary Hantos, Kathy Martin, Lisa Oefelein, Barbara Lindsey, Dolores Ciardelli, Sandy 
Lee, Paul Crawford, Manuel Valenzuela, Lili Cao, Janet Pelletier, Andrea Heggelund and Emily West.
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the forum, but there is a sense that this open 
exchange trumps a few negative posters.
 A year ago, another feature of pleasanton-
weekly.com was added. Pleasanton Express is 
a daily email sent to readers’ inboxes that has 
a rundown of the day’s top headlines, calen-
dar picks and forum topics. It’s another way 
the paper is trying to reach residents who are 
constantly on-the-go.
 The aim has always been to support the com-
munity in which the paper covers, and that has 
been accomplished through a couple of ways. 
 The Weekly has sponsored a number of 
events supporting the downtown through 
the Pleasanton Downtown Association. For 
the past few years, the Weekly has been the 
title sponsor for the summer Concerts in the 
Park series, which draws hundreds to Lions 
Wayside Park for live music performances. 
Newspaper president Gina Channell-Allen and 
editor Jeb Bing are also a regular sight at the 
annual holiday parade and tree lighting and 
Bing is the voice of the Veterans Day parade. 
The Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund was 
created in 2002 with the goal of giving back 
to local nonprofits that help the underinsured, 
homeless, abused, senior citizens, children 
and other vulnerable populations. During our 
2009 Holiday Fund campaign, we celebrated 
having the unique opportunity to raise more 
than triple the previous campaign through 
matching federal dollars. When the receipts 
came in a couple weeks ago, it was announced 
that $465,000 will help needy families in 
Pleasanton and the greater Tri-Valley.
 To end on a light note, maybe our most 
lasting legacy, is something that began ac-
cidentally. Former Pleasanton Police Chief 
Tim Neal, who retired in 2006, thought it 
would be funny to email a photo of himself 
at the Statue of Liberty, holding a copy of the 
paper. After the photo was published, the 
Weekly began receiving a barrage of vacation 
photos from residents. Thus, Take Us Along 
was born. Nine years later, Take Us Along is 
going strong with thousands of photos sent 
and emailed. ■

Saying thanks
 “This year, the Pleasanton community celebrates the 10th anniversary 
of the Pleasanton Weekly. For the past 10 years, the Pleasanton Weekly 
has chronicled the politics, the achievements, and the pulse of this place 
that we call home. What else can we say about the Pleasanton Weekly? 
Plenty!
 American playwright Arthur Miller once said that 
a good newspaper is ‘a nation talking to itself.’ In-
deed, the Pleasanton Weekly very carefully explores 
the issues and challenges that bring us together. 
 Sometimes, this careful scrutiny spawns dialogue 
amongst us that facilitates resolve or compromise. 
Despite the final result, I think the important thing 
to note is that the Pleasanton Weekly gets us think-
ing, talking, and sometimes doing. In doing, the 
action might mean spearheading a campaign to help our schools, build 
a park or run for City Council.
 We are very fortunate to have a publication that focuses all of its 
attention on Pleasanton and recognizes the accomplishments of our 
youth, honors our military and tells the story of our community. 
 Happy 10th Anniversary and thank you Gina, Jeb, Janet, Emily and 
the rest of the Pleasanton Weekly staff for all that you do!”

Mayor Jennifer Hosterman

 “I am honored to recognize the Pleasanton Weekly, on the occasion 
of its 10th anniversary, for a decade of insightful journalism and dedi-
cated community involvement. Since 2000, the Weekly has provided 
our community with a trusted source for local news and events.
 My family and I have been regular readers of the Weekly since its 
start 10 years ago. As my three children grew up, 
we read with excitement the Weekly’s stories that 
reported on community events, from band concerts 
with Mr. Moorefield to high school football games. 
After meeting the editor of the Weekly at the Farm-
ers’ Market, the Pleasanton Weekly became the first 
newspaper to cover my run for public office.
 The Pleasanton Weekly is also to be commended 
for its involvement in our community. Their staff 
is a regular presence at welcome home ceremonies 
for our local men and women in uniform. I deeply appreciate their 
thoughtfulness for our troops.
 It gives me great pleasure to commend the Pleasanton Weekly for its 
10 years of service to this community. I look forward to the next decade 
of news from the Weekly.”

Congressman Jerry McNerney (D-Pleasanton)
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The beginning: 
Former Police 
Chief Tim Neal 
unofficially 
started the 
popular Take Us 
Along vacation 
photos by 
sending us this 
picture of him 
with the Weekly 
at the Statue of 
Liberty. 

Pachaderm 
Weekly: 
Barbara 
Boehme took 
the Weekly 
on quite an 
adventure — 
a three-day stay 
at the Elephant 
Conservation 
Center in 
Lampong, 
Thailand.
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ON THE 
TOWN

EEEE 

AMERICAN
Eddie Papa’s American 
Hangout
4889 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
469-6266. Winner of The Pleasanton 
Weekly’s Reader Choice Awards for 
“Best  American Food Restaurant” 
and “Best Meal under $20”, Eddie 
Papa’s American Hangout celebrates 
the regional food and beverage 
cultures of America. Bring the whole 
family to enjoy iconic dishes from 
across the United States, Old World 
Hospitality, and hand crafted artisan 
cocktails. www.eddiepapas.com

BARBECUE
Red Smoke Grill
4501 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
734-0307. Home of the Tri Tip and 
Blue, Red Smoke Grill was Voted 
Reader’s Choice Best 2006, 2007, 
2008. Dine in or take out rotisserie 
chicken, ribs, prawns, salads and tri 
tip, or pulled pork sandwiches. Relax 
with a beer or a bottle of wine. Visit 
www.redsmokegrill.com. 

BREWPUB/ALEHOUSE
The Hop Yard American 
Alehouse and Grill 
3015H Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
426-9600. Voted Best Watering Hole 
in Pleasanton, The Hop Yard offers 
30 craft beers on tap as well as great 
food. The full-service menu includes 
appetizers, salads and grilled fare that 
will bring you back time and again. 
Banquet facilities available. On the 
web at www.hopyard.com.

470 Market Place, San Ramon, 
277-9600. Featuring a giant 8-foot 
projection screen for major sporting 
events, they also feature 30 beers on 
tap and a great grill. Go in for the 
beer, go back for the food. More at 
www.hopyard.com.

ITALIAN
Pastas Trattoria
405 Main St., Pleasanton, 417-2222. 
Pastas Trattoria has been an elegant 
atmosphere and a one-of-a-kind 
menu. We feature steaks, seafood 
and our famous pasta, plus a superb 
selection of spirits and fine wines. 
Reserve our banquet facilities for 
large parties, up to 70 guests. 

To have your restaurant 

listed in this dining 

directory, please call 

the Pleasanton Weekly 

Advertising Department 

at (925) 600-0840

Weekly
Pleasanton

PRINT & ONLINE

Authentic Japanese
Sushi Bar  Tempura  Teriyaki Sushi

Lunch  Dinner  Catering

Best Sushi/Japanese Restaurant

925.462.3131
3015-K Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton

(in the Hopyard Village Shopping Center)

2009

Owner Operated  
For 25 Years Makoto Sato

Open Tues. – Sun.

JAPANESE CUISINE

201 Main Street, Downtown Pleasanton
Open 7 days a week, 7am-2pm

Voted Best Diner/
Coffee Shop

BREAKFAST & LUNCH
Patio DiningServi

ng

See our online coupon
www.vicsallstar.com

Voted  
“Best Thai  

Restaurant”

www.littlehomethai.com
Mon-Sun • Lunch 11am-3pm  

 Dinner 5-9:30pm

4000 Pimlico Dr., Ste. 106 
Pleasanton

(925) 251-9877
Fax (925) 251-9881

6601 Dublin Blvd., Ste.B
Dublin

(925) 828-8218
Fax (925) 825-8221

2009

Dinner Special
15% Off

2 entree minimum. Not valid with any 
other offer or on take out. One coupon  

per table. Expires 2/28/10

Little Home Thai Cuisine
Best Thai Food in the Bay Area Since 1996

Sa
nt

a 
Ri

ta
 R

d.

Pimlico Dr.

McDonald’s
580

N

GRAND 

OPENING

PLEASANTON’S ONLY BREW-PUB!

Try our 
Lunch 

Specials!
Live Music Every 

Friday & Saturday

Haiti 
Earthquake Relief

 

2009

Barone’s Restaurant

"Most Romantic Restaurant"
New Happy Hours
4:00pm - 6:00pm

Thank you for voting us 
3 years in a row!

on Weekends 

475 Saint John | Pleasanton | 426-0987

Ristorante
The Taste Of Italy In Bay Area

Enjoy your favorite Italian dishes with our 
seasonal menu and daily specials

925.462.9299
349 Main St., Downtown Pleasanton 

www.fontinas.com

AWARD-WINNING 
RESTAURANT FEATURING:

TRY OUR NEW WINES! 
Special 3 course meal on selected entree.
(Includes: Soup or Salad, Entree, Dessert)

$24.99 Per Person

 Join Our VIP Card Program
 3 New Specialties Every Week
 Seasonal & Vegetarian Menus
 Full Bar - Featuring Premium 

Cocktails
 Open Patio
 Weekend Champagne Brunch 
Children’s Menu

   Kids eat free Mon & Tues

New York Eggs Benedict
Hawaiian Loco Moco
Texas Chicken Fried Steak and Eggs
San Francisco Joe’s Special

Denver and New Orleans Omelets
Maine Blueberry Pancakes
Southern Fried Chicken and Waffl es
plus much more!

2009

Winner 
“Best American Food Restaurant” 

and “Best Meal Under $20”

Come hangout this weekend for brunch
Regional breakfast classics from across the country 

served 10am-2pm Saturday and Sunday
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Auditions
TREASURE ISLAND Auditions are 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Feb. 6 at 
the Veteran’s Memorial Building, 
301 Main St. Appointments are 
required. Auditioners should be 8 or 
older and bring completed form and 
a recent photo and arrive dressed 
for movement. Call backs are at 10 
a.m. Feb. 2. Call 415-865-4425 or 
visit www.pleasantoncivicarts.org. 

Classes
HOW TO ACE THE INTERVIEW Learn 
how to sell yourself into a job at 
this class from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Feb. 3. This workshop, through 
Amador Valley Adult Education, will 
address all aspects of the interview 
process including how to prepare 
for the interview, how to sell what 
the employer wants to buy, how to 
handle “sticky” questions, and how 
to ask for the job offer. Cost is $35. 
Call 426-4280 or visit www.pleasan-
ton.k12.ca.us/adulted. 

PRUNING CLASSES Western Garden 
Nursery, 2756 Vineyard Ave., hosts 
free pruning classes: Japanese 
maple pruning, Jan. 30 and 31. 
Saturday classes start at 10 a.m. 
and Sunday classes start at 1 p.m. 
Call 462-1760 or visit www.west-
erngardennursery.com. 

Clubs
BOOST YOUR CAREER AT 
TOASTMASTERS Grow professionally 
at Chamber Chatters, a Toastmasters 
club that meets from noon to 1 
p.m. Wednesdays at the Pleasanton 
Chamber of Commerce, 777 Peters 
Ave. Toastmasters International is a 
nonprofit educational organization 
that teaches public speaking and 
leadership skills. Visit http://cham-
berchatters.wordpress.com/ 

Concerts
CONCERT PIANIST DANIEL GLOVER 
TO PERFORM Daniel Glover, interna-

tionally known concert pianist will 
perform compositions by Chopin, 
Schumann and Samuel Barber from 
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Feb. 6 at First 
Presbyterian Church, 4th and L 
streets, Livermore. Tickets are $25. 
Call 866-4003 or visit www.valley-
concertchorale.org. 

Events
AVHS WINTER PERCUSSION/
WINTER GUARD SHOW The AVHS 
Winter Percussion and Winter 
Guard will host a home show 
from 12:30 to 10 p.m. Feb. 6 at 
Amador Valley High School, 1155 
Santa Rita Road. Tickets are $10 
for adults and $8 for seniors and 
students. Call 462-7814 or visit 
http://amadormusic.org. 

BENEFIT FOR HAITIAN EARTHQUAKE 
RELIEF  A benefit show for Haitian 
Earthquake Relief is from 7 to 10 
p.m. Feb. 5 at Panama Red, 2115 
First St., Livermore. Acoustic music 
by local musicians: Northern Static, 
Lara Marriott, Antone Lee, Rob 
McCord, Greg Burdett, Valerie 
Nuzum, Colleen Jordan, and 
Dan Taylor. Fees and tips will be 
donated to the American Red Cross 
International Response Fund. 

TRUFFLES, TIDBITS AND WINE 
TASTING Truffles, Tidbits and Wine 
Tasting will be from 6 to 9 p.m. Feb. 
4 in downtown Pleasanton. Wineries 
of the Livermore Valley Winegrowers 
Association will be pouring. Tickets 
are $25 in advance or $30 at the 
event and only 800 tickets will be 
available. Call 484-2199 or visit 
www.pleasantondowntown.net. 

Film
‘IRON-JAWED ANGELS’ Katja von 
Garnier, the director of the film 
“Iron-Jawed Angels”, tells the dra-
matic story of a group of fiery young 
women led by Alice Paul (Hilary 
Swank) and Lucy Burns (Frances 
O’Connor) who became leaders 
in the fight for women’s right to 
vote. The film will be shown at 7 

ON THE TOWN ● CALENDAR

Karaoke Night 
with Ed!

WEDNESDAYS 8 P.M.

THURSDAYS 8 - 12 P.M.NEW

855 Main Street, Downtown Pleasanton  ★  www.thefarmerrestaurant.com

  TAILGATE PARTY...MIAMI STYLE

FRI 1/29 ★ BUCK FORD

SAT 1/30 ★ JUNGLE ROOSTER

FRI  2/5 ★ MICHAEL PAUL BAND

SAT  2/6 ★ IN-PHASE BAND

LIVE MUSIC & DANCING 
Every Friday & Saturday Night 

8 - 12 pm at The Farmer!

SUPER BOWL SUNDAY @ THE FARMER 

Rising 

Star

Girls Just Want to Have Fun! 
with DJ Baltazar  ★ Food & Drink Specials

MAKE RESERVATIONS NOW!

♥ ♥

FEB 7TH 11AM - 3PM & GAMETIME!
PARTY ON THE PATIO

(WEATHER PERMITTING. OTHERWISE, IN THE LOUNGE)

PAN EXTASY ... CARRIBEAN BAND
 BAR MENU SPECIALS  BLOODY MARY BAR

At The Historic Pleasanton Hotel

925.399.6690

www.hopyard.com

PLEASANTON
(925) 426-9600
3015-H Hopyard Road

2009

30 BEERS ON TAP 
Most Menu Items  

Under $10

Join us for the 
"Beer Drinker 
Bailout Hour!"

$1.50 Off 
ALL Beers! 

Sunday-Thursday  
3:30pm to 5:30pm

Chinese Restaurant Serving Dim Sum
All Day Long

We Deliver!!

5588-B Springdale Ave.
Pleasanton, CA 94588

Tel: (925) 734-0222
Fax: (925) 734-0242

www.trivalleyseafood.com

Best Chinese Cuisine & Dim Sum

Downtown Pleasanton — 349 Main St
925-600-9177

www.coldstonecreamery.com

Buy One 
“Hot Stone Sundae” 
and receive another 
“Hot Stone Sundae” 

FREE!

2009

Now is the time 
to order your ice 

cream cake for 
Valentine’s Day!

Expires 2-12-10

AU T H E N T I C
 H O M E - S T Y L E  I TA L I A N 

R E G I O N A L  C U I S I N E 
W I T H  A  R E F I N E D  F L A I R

270-0500  425-0099
680 Main Street 

Downtown Pleasanton

amaronepleasanton.com

What a surprise!
An Italian restaurant with 
an Italian Chef and Italian 

Management

10% OFF
Monday - Thursday

5pm - 7pm 
Expires 2-7-10



Page 16 • January 29, 2010 • Pleasanton Weekly

p.m. Feb. 10 at the Vine Cinema, 
1722 First St., Livermore. Tickets 
are $5 and door prizes will be given. 
Hosted by the National League of 
Women Voters. Call 484-0839. 

Fundraisers
5TH ANNUAL CLAWS FOR PAWS  
The fifth annual Claws for Paws 
crab feed, sponsored by Tri-Valley 
Animal Rescue, is from 6 to 10 p.m. 
Feb. 6 at the Shannon Community 
Center, 11600 Shannon Ave., 
Dublin. Tickets are $45 if purchased 
by Jan. 15 and $50 thereafter. 
Includes all-you-can-eat crab, pasta, 
Caesar salad, dessert and tea/
coffee. A no-host bar available for 
wine, beer and soft drinks. Call 828-

8664 or visit www.tvar.org. 

E-CYCLE FOR OPEN HEART KITCHEN 
E-cycle old electronics to benefit 
Open Heart Kitchen from 9 to 4 
p.m. Jan. 30 at Amador Valley High 
School, 1155 Santa Rita Road. 
Some items are free to recycle, while 
others are $5 each. Microwaves are 
$15 to recycle. Call 580-6793 or 
visit http://openheartkitchen.org. 

Lectures/
Workshops
MAKE A POEM WORKSHOP This 
workshop, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Feb. 4 at the Senior Center, 5353 
Sunol Blvd., is about being creative 
and playful with words and will 
include simple writing exercises 
and prompts. The session is open 
to anyone over 18 years of age. 
Reservations recommended. Cost 
is $5 for residents or $6 for non-
residents. Call 931-5365. 

MOTHER-DAUGHTER WORKSHOP ON 
‘GROWING UP FEMALE’ Mothers and 
their fifth- or sixth-grade daughters 
are invited to attend an uplifting 
workshop about body changes and 
the realities of being female from 
2 to 4 p.m. Jan. 31 at the Catholic 
Community of Pleasanton, 3999 
Bernal Ave. Led by RN specialist 
Amy Sluss, this two-hour workshop 
explores the normal changes that 
occur in girls ages 9-16, offers tools 
and tips, and connects girls and 
adult women together in a power-
ful and positive way. The cost is 
$30. Register in advance by calling 
Sharon at 846-3531. 

THE TRUE STORY OF ‘DEFIANCE’ 
Hear the inside story of how 
the Bielski brothers stood up to 
the Nazis and saved 1,200 Jews 
at an evening with Zvi Bielski, 
son of Partisan hero Zus Bielski. 
Event is at 7:30 p.m. Feb. 1 at 
the Pleasanton Masonic Center, 
3370 Hopyard Road. Tickets are 
$15 in advance or $20 at the 
door. Call 846-0700 or visit www.
JewishTriValley.com. 

Miscellaneous
CREATURES OF IMPULSE TO HOST 
‘IMPROV FACE OFF’ Teens of all 
ages are invited to join Creatures 
of Impulse as they compete on 
stage for two nights of scenes, 
games and interactive theater. 
The “Improv Face Off” is from 
7:30 to 9 p.m. Feb. 11 and 12 at 
the Veteran’s Memorial Building, 
301 Main St. Teen improv groups 
interested in competing, contact 
Mark Duncanson at 931-3433 or 
mduncanson@ci.pleasanton.ca.us. 
Tickets are $8 in advance or $10 at 
the door. 

Volunteering
PROJECT READ NEW TUTOR TRAINING 
Help adults learn to read and write 
at the Pleasanton Public Library, 400 
Old Bernal Ave. New Tutor training 
and orientation is from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Feb. 6. Tutors have flexible 
hours, volunteer once a week and 
materials are provided. No experi-
ence needed. Call 931-3411 or visit 
www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/library/
services.

ON THE TOWN ● CALENDAR

Thursday, 
February 4th

6-9 pm
Downtown Pleasanton

For more information, contact Alisha Perdue at 
events@pleasantondowntown.net or (925) 484-2199

www.pleasantondowntown.net

Rain or shine.
No refunds.

Not responsible for lost 
or stolen tickets.

Pick up your wine glass and event map between 5:45–7:30pm 
at Chase Bank, 561 Main Street.

Price includes wine glass, 
event map and tastings

Truffles, Tidbits 
& Wine Tasting

The Pleasanton Downtown Association presents

PARTICIPATING WINERIES

Deer Ridge Vineyards
Occasio Winery
Ryhan Winery
Westover Vineyards
Ruby Hill Winery
Garre Vineyard and Winery

Murrieta's Well
Tamas Estates
Wente Vineyards
BoaVentura de Caires Winery
Eagle Ridge Vineyard
Stony Ridge
Rodrigue Molyneaux
Fenestra Winery

Crooked Vine
McGrail Vineyards and Winery
Cuda Ridge Wines
The Steven Kent Winery
Elliston Vineyards
Little Valley Winery
Charles R. Wineyards

Tickets are available for purchase in advance 
at the following locations:

Clover Creek, 670 Main St.
Pleasanton Downtown Association, 830-A Main St.

Studio 7 Fine Arts, 400 Main St.
Towne Center Books, 555 Main St.

Cash or checks only. No credit cards.

TICKETS:
$25 through February 3rd
$30 at the Door, IF NOT SOLD OUT

Sponsors:

Weekly
Pleasanton

PRINT & ONLINE

Chinese Cuisine
Blessing
Remember Blessing Restaurant?
We’re back in Pleasanton  
after being gone for 3 years. 
Come taste our premiere Chinese cuisine. 
Mission Plaza Shopping Center  
(next to Uncle Credit Union).

(925) 846-6745

GrandOpening

★ ★ ★ ★  
OUT OF 4

BY THE TRI-VALLEY HERALD

1989-D Santa Rita Road 
Premier Restaurant in Pleasanton Since 1983    www.blessingasia.com

OPEN 7 days a week
11am - 3pm
4:30pm - 9:30pm
Fri & Sat-open till 10pm

824 Main Street, Pleasanton, CA 94566

GRAND OPENING

Offer expires 2/28/10. 
Not to be combined with any 

other coupon or offer.

20% OFF

Come and experience the newest attraction in downtown 
Pleasanton. Enjoy the authentic Vietnamese cuisine and let 
us bring you our unique fl avor.

We specialize in:

PET OF THE WEEK
Princess comes with perks
Meet Princess, a playful shorthair, spayed female 
Tortoiseshell housecat who sits up on her haunches 
like a squirrel when you dangle a toy or a yummy treat 
above her head. Princess is Tri-Valley Animal Rescue’s 
Cat of the Month for February and as such, she will go 
to her new home with the following: a large covered 
litter pan, a comfortable new bed, a bag of cat food, 
and food and water dishes. Princess will receive a 
free health examination at a local veterinary hospital 
within two weeks of her adoption at which time TVAR will provide Princess 
with a microchip and rabies vaccination free of charge. Princess has a sweet 
disposition and she will surely put a smile on your face and brighten your day. 
Princess (pet #89813) is available for adoption at the East County Animal 
Shelter, 4595 Gleason Drive in Dublin, open daily from 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. Call 803-7040. 

CATHERINE HANSEN RUSH



Pleasanton Weekly • January 29, 2010 • Page 17

Rage U14 Orange 
reach ‘Elite 8’

 The Rage U14 Orange beat 
the Diablo Crossfire 2-0 Jan. 17 
in a “Sweet 16” game of CYSA’s 
Association Cup. After a score-
less first half and both teams 
defenses dominating play, Rage 

midfielder Erica Goldhawk sent 
an arching pass toward the goal 
where Courtney Seams scored 
on a goalie misplay. Goalie Nikki 
Costello held the lead with a div-
ing shot block. RAGE midfielder 
Rebecca Dumanski sealed the 
win with a late goal shot. RAGE 
defense was lead by Katie Oross 
and Olivia Deutschman. Sunday 
in the “Elite 8” quarterfinals Elk 
Grove Cyclones scored first into 
the upper corner. In the second 

half Rage tied the score on a 
Courtney header from an Ariel 
Gershman assist. Claire Hickel 
and Katie made two breakaway 
stops to hold the tie. The Rage 
defense held until five min-
utes remaining when Elk Grove 
scored on a breakaway play. It 
was a great ending to the sea-
son, which included winning the 
District Cup, two first place, one 
second place, and one fourth 
place tournament finishes. ■

SPORTS DIGEST

BUSC U11 Premier defeat Vaqueros to 
win championship in San Diego

The BUSC U11 Premier team defeated the Poway Vaqueros 1-0 to win 
the championship for the FC San Diego Presidents Cup Tournament over 
the Martin Luther King Jr. weekend. Pictured kneeling (L-R): Adolfo Trujil-
lo, Blake Staniford, Leo Barajas, Nico Lemoine, Keaton Steuben. Standing 
(L-R): Coach Sean Lemoine, Jacob Guzman, Daniel Mubarak, Jared Wilson, 
Kyle McClanahan, Matt Gates, Bryce Taylor, Garrett Howell, Jimmy Thomp-
son, Manager Eric Steuben. Not pictured: Nick Carreon.

CYO fourth grade boys win El Cerrito 
Tournament  

CCOP’s CYO fourth grade boys basketball team participated in the St. 
John’s Christmas Basketball Tournament over the holiday. They won three 
straight games to win the tournament championship. CCOP played St. John 
in the final, and they easily won the game with a score of 23-2. Pictured: 
Front (L-R): Zach Bell, Nick Mann, Ethan Jagasia; middle (L-R): Alijah Mack, 
Ben Thompson, John Zaine, David Crofton; back (L-R): Jeff Zaine, Greg 
Crofton.

Parent photographers
Send a jpeg to Editor@PleasantonWeekly.com of the best action shot 
from our child’s game for consideration for our Sports page. Remember 
to include caption information: who, what, when, where—and the score.Sports

 Competitive rates
 A wide range of home fi nancing solutions
 Easy application process

Home loan solutions from 
Bank of America

Contact me today:

Bank of America, N.A., Member FDIC       Equal Housing Lender © 2009 Bank 
of America Corporation. Credit and collateral are subject to approval. Terms and 
conditions apply. This is not a committment to lend. Programs, rates, terms and 
conditions are subject to change without notice. 00-62-0287D 04-2009 AR73004

Jim Black, MBA
Retail Sales Manager 
FHA, JUMBO, REFINANCE and PURCHASE SPECIALIST
925.285.4898
james.tyler.black@bankofamerica.com
www.meetjimblack.com

2009

7 Railroad Avenue, Stes. 7&9
Danville, CA 94526

Get All of This Plus More Great Offers from Volvo!

925.939.3333
2791 North Main St., Walnut Creek, CA

www.lawrencevolvo.com

For further details, please 
contact our sales department 
at 925.939.3333 or visit our 

website at 
www.lawrencevolvo.com

FLY & DRIVE 
IN EUROPE

All model year 2010 Volvos are now available for European 
pickup, PLUS the new 2011 C30 and C70, it’s simple, order 
your Volvo and drive it in Europe on your vacation and Volvo 

will ship it back no charge!
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BULLETIN
BOARD

115 Announcements
GAIN NATIONAL EXPOSURE 

Reach over 5 million young, educated 
readers for only $995 byadvertising in 
110 weekly newspapers like this one. 

Call Jason at 202-289-8484. This is not 
a job offer. (AAN CAN)

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 
ADOPTION? Talk with caring agency 

specializing in matching 
Birthmothers with Families nationwide. 

LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7 
Abby’s One True Gift Adoptions 866-

413-6293 (AAN CAN)
Blastoff goes Viral
Blastoff is here
Fibromyalgia Pain Stress Mgmt
Free Photography Session!
Livermore Lioness Club seeks new
Now on Bay Area MomsLikeMe.com
SHARPEN UP AT THE FARMERS MARKET
Stress and Pain Mgmt Strategies

130 Classes & 
Instruction

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! 
Fast, Affordable & Accredited 

FREE Brochure. Call NOW! 
1-800-532-6546 Ext. 97 http://www.
continentalacademy.com (AAN CAN)

PALMISTRY CLASSES and 
READINGS www.palmistryschool.com, 

Parties and Events 925-2499154

133 Music Lessons
Freeman (Piano Lessons) 

Pleasanton (510)352-0546 MA
HARP LESSONS FOR ALL AGES 

Try Something New! 
Call Bennetta Heaton 

(925) 820-1169 
- located in Danville -
PIANO LESSONS 

Piano Lessons in Pleasanton. 
Call Courtney (925)600-1573

135 Group Activities
6 Week Meditation Class
CLUTTERLess (CL) Self Help Mon.

140 Lost & Found
Lost Black & White Cat 11/26

FOR SALE

SOLD

201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts

Car Attachment for pulling  
93-02 Saturn - $189

Chevy 1999 Camaro Z28 - 7000.00
Disc Brake Pads 75 To 79  

Toyota Corrolla - $18
MGB 1970 GT - $5500

202 Vehicles Wanted
Donate Vehicle 

Receive $1000 Grocery Coupons, 
Your Choice. Noah’s Arc, No Kill 

Animal Shelters. Advanced Veterinary 
Treatments. Free Towing, IRS Tax 

Deduction. Non-Runners.  
1-866-912-GIVE. (Cal-SCAN)

Donate Your Car 
Children’s Cancer Fund! Help Save 
A Child’s Life Through Research & 

Support! Free Vacation Package. Fast, 
Easy & Tax Deductible.  

Call 1-800-252-0615. (Cal-SCAN)

210 Garage/Estate 
Sales

Redwood City, 149 Clinton Ave., 
Jan. 29 & 30, 10-4 

Huge Japanese Store liquidatiion. From 
antiques to giftware! 

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques
Antique - Mahogany End Table - $75.00

Antique Oak Wash Stand - $110.00
Royal Doulton figurine - $35

220 Computers/
Electronics

 FAX MACHINE - GESTETNER -  
F919 - $100

 FAX MACHINE - GESTETNER -  
F919 - $200 or B/

Apple iphone 3g s 32gb 
This phone is unlocked and can be 
used with any SIM card. No activa-
tion required Carrier: AT&T (GSM 
based), T-Mobile, and Other GSM 

carriers Please check compatibility 
with your service provider Technology: 

3G AT&T Standard , Quad Band 
850/900/1800/1900 Feature: 

3+ Megapixel Camera, Blue tooth, 
Calendar, Camera, Candy Bar Form, 
Edge, Email Client, GPS / Location, 
High-Speed Data GPRS, Megapixel 

Camera, MP3, Smartphone, Speaker 
Phone, Touch Screen, Video Capture, 

Video Clip, Voice Dialing, Wi-Fi Contact: 
Us , sales@mobilemesales.com , web-

site , www.mobilemesales.com 
Canon PIXMA MP480 Printer - $85.00

230 Freebies
Bulldog Puppies - FREE

240 Furnishings/
Household items
3 piece kitchen carving set - $10
DINING ROOM TABLE - $ 500.00
Entertainment cabinet - $75.00

Queen WATERBED  
waveless complete - $150

WOOD BOXES - $60.00

245 Miscellaneous
Dish Network 

$19.99/mo. Why Pay More for TV? 
100+ Channels - FREE! 4-Room Install 

- FREE! HD-DVR Plus $600 Sign-up 
BONUS. Call Now! 1-866-747-9773. 

(Cal-SCAN)
Get Dish 

FREE Installation $19.99/mo 
HBO & Showtime FREE-Over 50 HD 

Channels FREELowest Prices No 
Equipment to Buy! Call Now for full 
Details- 1-877-238-8413 (AAN CAN)

Get Dish 
with FREE Installation $19.99/mo 

HBO & Showtime FREE - Over 50 HD 
Channels FREE Lowest Prices  No 
Equipment to Buy! Call Now for full 
Details 1-877-482-6735 (AAN CAN)

CHANEL NO.5 - $50.00
Non-stick stove top grill - $20
Power washer on wheels - $850.00
RED WORMS FOR COMPOSTING - $25.00

260 Sports & 
Exercise Equipment
Razor scooter - $100.00

KID STUFF

330 Child Care 
Offered
Au Pairs / Great Childcare

345 Tutoring/
Lessons
French/Spanish tutoring

Math & Chemistry Tutoring 
Retired Scientist enjoying TUTORING 
High School & College STUDENTS  

in algebra, geometry,  
pre-calculus & chemistry. 

 CALL DOUG @ 925-858-5842

Math Tutoring 
High School math and English tutor-
ing: Alg., Geo., Pre-Calc., English. 
Strive for academic success. Ret. 

teacher, Cal. credential.  
925-462-3807

425 Health Services
Hernia Repair? 

Did You Receive A COMPOSIX KUGEL 
Mesh Patch Between 1999-2008? If the 
Kugel patch was removed due to com-
plications of bowel perforation, abdomi-
nal wall tears, puncture of abdominal 
organs or intestinal fistulae, you may 
be entitled to compensation. Attorney 

Charles Johnson  
1-800-535-5727 (Cal-SCAN)

EMPLOYMENT

550 Business 
Opportunities

All Cash Vending 
Be Your Own Boss! Your Own Local 

Vending Route. Includes 25 Machines 
and Candy for $9,995. MultiVend LLC, 

1-888-625-2405. (Cal-SCAN)

560 Employment 
Information

$$$HELP WANTED$$$ 
Extra Income! Assembling CD cases 

from Home! No Experience Necessary! 
Call our Live Operators Now! 1-800-
405-7619 EXT 2450 http://www.
easywork-greatpay.com (AAN CAN)

Bartenders in demand 
No experience necessary. 

Make up to $300 per shift. Part-time, 
day, evening, night shifts available. 
Training, placement, certification 

provided. Call 877-879-9153  
(AAN CAN)

Computer Work 
Work from anywhere 24/7. Up to 
$1,500 Part Time to $7,500/mo. 
Full Time. Training provided. www.

KTPGlobal.com or call 1-800-330-8446. 
(Cal-SCAN)

EARN $75 - $200 HOUR 
Media Makeup Artist Training. Ads, TV, 
Film, Fashion. One week class. Stable 
job in weak economy. Details at http://
www.AwardMakeUpSchool.com 310-

364-0665 (AAN CAN)
Free Advice! 

We‚Äôll Help You Choose A Program 
Or Degree To Get Your Career & Your 

Life On Track. Call Collegebound 
Network Today! 1-877-892-2642  

(AAN CAN)
Heavy Equipment Training 

Learn to operate bulldozer, backhoe, 
loader, motor grader, excavator. Job 
placement assistance. Call 888-210-
4534. Northern California College of 

Construction. www.HEAVY4.com promo-
code: NCPA1. (Cal-SCAN)
High School Diploma! 

Graduate in 4 weeks! FREE Brochure. 
Call Now! 1-866-562-3650 ext. 60 

www.SouthEasternHS.com (Cal-SCAN)
MOVIE EXTRAS NEEDED 

Earn $150 to $300 Per Day. All 
Looks, Types and Ages. Feature Films, 
Television, Commercials, and Print. No 

Experience Necessary.  
1-800-340-8404 x2001 (AAN CAN)

Nuclear Power Trainee 
Career with potential. Paid training w/
benefits plus $ for school. No experi-
ence needed. HS grads ages 17-34. 

Call Mon-Fri 1-800-345-6289.  
(Cal-SCAN)

Student Exchange Program 
Seeks Local Coordinators Passionate 

about your community? Help us expand! 
Unpaid but monetary/travel incentives. 
Must be 25+. Visit effoundation.org or 

call 877-216-1293. (Cal-SCAN)

BUSINESS
SERVICES

645 Office/Home 
Business Services

Advertise Online 
In a network of 50-plus newspaper web-
sites. Border to Border with one order! 

$7 cost per thousand impressions 
statewide. Call for details: (916) 288-

6010. www.CaliforniaBannerAdNetwork.
com (Cal-SCAN)

Classified Advertising 
In 240 Cal-SCAN newspapers for 

the best reach, coverage, and price. 
25-words $550. Reach over 6 million 
Californians! FREE email brochure. Call 
(916) 288-6019. www.Cal-SCAN.com 

(Cal-SCAN)
Display Advertising 

In 140 Cal-SDAN newspapers state-
wide for $1,550! Reach over 3 million 
Californians! FREE email brochure. Call 
(916) 288-6019. www.Cal-SDAN.com 

(Cal-SCAN)

HOME 
SERVICES

715 Cleaning 
Services

Convenient Cleaning 
Over 12 years exp. Will bring supplies. 

3 hour min., $60. Lic. 060612.  
Natalie, 925/922-3920

726 Decor & Drapery
Changing Spaces 

ReDesign,Staging &Color Consults 
4 any budget. jillldenton.com 

925.998.7747

741 Flooring/
Carpeting

Cal Floors-Hardwood Floors 
SAVE BIG on ALL our flooring services.
For a QUICK QUOTE call 415-706-7199 

or call925-954-5012

759 Hauling
Hauling & Cleanup Service 

Residential/Commercial*Yard & Garage 
Clean-Up,Dump Runs Appl & Furn , 

construction demo removal. Low Rates/
Free Est 925-899-5655 

771 Painting/
Wallpaper
*JOE’S PAINTING & HANDYMAN*

Free Est. / Reasonable Prices 
No Job Too Small!!! 

925-200-7333 Lic#624542

801 Apartments/
Condos/Studios

Pleasanton, 1 BR/1 BA 
New Paint, clean, bright condo, balcony 

view, quiet location, 790 SF, Liv/Din 
w/ fireplace, Lg BR w/ walk-in closet. 
Wash/Dry, 1 car gar + storage, pkg 

space, amenities. $1,350/mo.  
Call Lisa 510-828-0037

Pleasanton, 1 BR/1 BA - $1250.00

805 Homes for Rent
Pleasanton, 1 BR/1 BA - $1350/mo

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms

ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES.COM 
Browse hundreds of online listings with 
photos and maps. Find your roommate 
with a click of the mouse! Visit: http://

www.Roommates.com. (AAN CAN)
Pleasanton, 1 BR/1 BA - $750.00

825 Homes/Condos 
for Sale

***FREE Foreclosure Listings 
Over 400,000 properties nationwide. 
LOW Down Payment. Call NOW! 1-800-

817-5290 (AAN CAN)
Livermore, 4 BR/2.5 BA - $475000.00

REAL ESTATE

INVESTMENT 
REAL ESTATE 

COMPANY
Mike Carey, Broker 
925.963.0569 Cell

Pleasanton

Real Estate
Mike Fracisco
REALTOR

®

Fracisco Realty & Investments
Residential, Commercial  
& Property Management

direct: 925-998-8131
www.MikeFracisco.com

DRE#01378428

John DeMarinis
Realtor
925.984.1867
510.681.3215 cell
jdemarinis@windermere.com
www.JohnDemarinis.com

General Contracting

Pet Care

A-Z Complete 

Handyman Service
Carpentry (incl. Crown Moldings) 
Electrical Repairs & Installations

Security Lighting • Drywall

925.989.6179 / 510.733.5582
www.a-zcompletehomerepairs.net

Fabulous Friends
Licensed & Bonded

Pleasanton, Dublin, San Ramon & Livermore

A Pet Sitting Service

www.petsit.com/fabulous_friends
Nicki Bartels

925.989.4586

MIND
& BODY

(925)398-8510
Free estimates

A Helping Hand Handyman  

• Plumbing • Woodwork • Drywall  
• Landscaping • Electrical • Masonry • Paint

General Home repairs 
Services Include:

Pleasanton  Weekly
Marketplace

open homes this weekend
Dublin 
3 Bedrooms

3676 Rimini Lane 	 $580,000
Sat 2-4	 Coldwell Banker	 847-2200

4 Bedrooms

6593 Spruce Lane 	 $547,000
Sun 1-4	 Prudentuial CA Realty	 785-6088

Fremont 
3 Bedrooms

38744 Cherry Lane 	 $699,000
Sat/Sun 1-4	 Coldwell Banker	 847-2200

Livermore
6 Bedrooms

2489 Wood Hollow 	 $1,228,000
Sun 1-4 	 Keller Williams	 202-6898

Pleasanton
3 Bedrooms

6135 Corte Tancas 	 $675,000
Sun 1-4	 Keller Williams	 202-6898
383 Christina Court 	 $699,000
Sun 1-4 	 Alain Pinel Realtors 	 519-8998

4 Bedrooms

2924 Amoroso Court 	 $1,100,000
Sun 1-4	 Coldwell Banker	 847-2200
1012 Bartlett Place 	 $1,129,950
Sun 1-4 	 Hometown GMAC	 426-3833
3514 Villero Court 	 $2,199,000
Sun 1-4	 Keller Williams	 202-6898
2367 East Ruby Hill	 $2,200,000
Sun 1-4 	 Keller Williams	 202-6898
2927 Lethbridge Court 	 $719,900
Sun 1-4	 Coldwell Banker	 847-2200
3825 Cheshire Court 	 $729,000
Sat 2-4	 Joyce Jones	 398-6706
589 Burger Court 	 $860,000
Sun 1-4 	 Jim Lavey - Allied Brokers 	 846-3755
1541 Maple Leaf 	 $959,950 
Sun 1-4 	 Alain Pinel Realtors	 251-1111
1597 Maple Leaf 	 $959,950
Sun 1-4 	 Alain Pinel Realtors	 251-1111

5 Bedrooms

3424 Gravina Place 	 $1,259,000
Sun 1-4 	 Prudential CA	 858-4198
3254 Novara Way	 $2,099,000
Sun 1-4 	 Keller Williams	 202-6898

Fogster.com offers FREE* postings online and the opportunity for your 
ad to appear in print to more than 80,000 readers. You can log on to 
fogster.com 24/7, and your online ad starts immediately.fogster.com THE TRI-VALLEY’S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE
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The #1 Resale Team in Pleasanton and Ruby Hill

Fran & Dave 
Cunningham
925-202-6898

DRE License #01226296 & 00930892

Donna  
Garrison

925-980-0273
DRE License #01735040

Susan  
Schall

925-397-4244
DRE License #01713497

KW Broker DRE License #01395362

3514 Villero Court, Pleasanton

Beautiful 5,921 sq. ft. home with 4 BR/4.5 
BA/bonus-media room and office. Gorgeous 
pool and views, views, views. Offered at 
$2,199,000 OPEN SUN 1-4

Beautiful 6 BR, 5 BA, 4,455 sq. ft. at Capistrano 
in Livermore. Downstairs au pair/in-law suite, 
bonus room, pool, spa and patio.  
Offered at $1,228,000 OPEN SUN 1-4

Custom home in Ruby Hill. Beautiful 
cul-de-sac location with golf course views. 
Approx. 5,300 sq. ft., 5 BR, 5 BA. Offered 
at $2,099,000 OPEN SUN 1-4

6135 Corte Tancas, Pleasanton

Beautiful and immaculate 3 BR, 2.5 BA, 1,745 
sq. ft.,  near tennis park gorgeous gardens...
poured concrete kitchen counters, new designer 
paint. Offered at $675,000 OPEN SUN 1-4

ALSO OPEN SUN 1-4:  – Beautiful 5,455 sq. ft. 
home featuring 4 BR, 3.5 BA, executive office, huge gourmet kitchen,  

backs to golf course and views beyond. Offered at $2,200,000

Are you considering a short sale?

Facing a mortgage crisis? Need a solution?

Buying your fi rst home or REO?

Tired of your home sitting on the active market?

I am an experienced Realtor. I specialize in short sales as well as conventional residential 
real estate buying and selling in the Tri-Valley and greater East Bay.

FREE Confi dential Consultation 
www.MitchellTeamRealty.com

John Mitchell
REALTOR®

DRE# 01323444

350 Main St., Suite G 
Pleasanton

NEED HELP IN BUYING 
OR SELLING YOUR HOME?
PLEASE CALL 925.556.4400

Alert!! April 5th has promised to bring a welcome change brought on by our treasury department which will 
encourage many changes for lenders in managing the pre-foreclosure process! Please contact me for details.
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2801 GRAY FOX COURT             PLEASANTON  
Panoramic views, 1.91 acres of privacy. Resort-like  
backyard w/ pool, spa, swim up bar, barbeque, palm 

trees. See details: www.2801GrayFox.com              
Phyllis & Carolyn Weiner  925.872.1416

833 PIEMONTE DRIVE             PLEASANTON  
Drama�c street presence! Huge gourmet kit, sauna,  
exercise rm, library, 4 fireplaces, 5-car garage. Incompa-

rable 0.70 acres, pool, spa, outdoor kitchen & more.           
Diane Gilfether                    925.648.5443

9663 CROSBY DRIVE             PLEASANTON  
This stunningly beau�ful, totally custom home is located 
on the desirable West side of Pleasanton. The finest  

materials and workmanship.       
Phyllis & Carolyn Weiner  925.872.1416

774 SYLVANER DR              PLEASANTON  
Huge family room with vaulted ceiling, kit cabinets/coun-
ters updated, French doors, 2 fireplaces, enormous yard, 
separate living & dining rooms. Possible side yard access.
Diane Sass              925.583.2168

655 EAST VINEYARD AVENUE      LIVERMORE  
Fabulous 20+ acre parcel w/ 8090 +/- sq� custom home. 
14.8 acres of income producing Chardonnay grapes. Part 

of Ruby Hill Vineyard Estates.             
Carol Cline, CRS                   925.648.5415

MORGAN TERRITORY RD        LIVERMORE  
Two beau�ful custom Estates on a 92 acres. Main 
house is a 4 bd, 3.5 ba, approx. 9378 sq�, 12 car garage.   

2nd house is a 3 bdrm, 4 bath, approx. 3000sq�.
Taso Tsakos                           925.648.4199 

3615 CALDEIRA        LIVERMORE  
Custom built estate surrounded by your own Pe�te  
Sirah vineyard. Enjoy magnificent views filled with vines  

& hills galore.                     
Peggy Cortez                 925.648.5454

3059 HOPYARD RD        PLEASANTON  
Mr. Pickle’s is a sandwich shop franchise w/ a “turn-key” 
package business opportunity.  FF&E. employee hiring & 
training included. Avg monthly gross $75K w/25% net.
Thomas Bramell                  925.583.2180

850 CONCORD STREET             PLEASANTON  
Entertain pool-side in park-like yard. Granite kitchen, 
newer windows throughout and remodeled marble 

master bath. Detached garage with lots of parking. 
Michael Bowers                   925.583.2196

860 CASTLEWOOD PL             PLEASANTON  
Beau�ful custom home built in 1996 by Sterling Builders.
Located above the 18th green and 10th fairway of the 
Hill Course.  4 bed 3 bath, 4,300 sq. �., approx 0.50 acres. 
Bryan Cra�                           925.855.4141

1515 HONEYSUCKLE CT          PLEASANTON  
Pres�gious Golden Eagle Estates home! Beau�fully ap-
pointed w/ 4 bd, 5 full ba, plus Library, Retreat & Bonus 

Room, 4892+/- sq.�. w/ pool & spa on over an acre. 
Phyllis & Carolyn Weiner  925.872.1416

11317 BLOOMINGTON WAY                        DUBLIN
Private backyard with views of hills & open space. Newer 
40 year �le roof. 300+ sq� permi�ed sun room, huge lot. 

Close to shopping & freeway access. 
Suse�e Clark-Walker                925.251.2547                       

111 WOODCREST DR                   SAN RAMON
Westside, on prem lot w/gorg views. Soaring ceilings in 
formal lv/din rm, cust paint, shu�ers & kit w/island. Wood 

flrs in kit/din/fm rm & 1/2 ba. Breathtaking view. 
The Deans of Real Estate           925.251.2553

3877 VINE ST           PLEASANTON  
Completely remodeled with all the goodies, grant, �le, 
harwood floor and much more. 2 bed 2.5 bath, 1200+/- 

sq.�., built in 1985.
Mary Nawabi-Parwizwi     925.219.5144

927 MARCELLA STREET         LIVERMORE  
Lovely 2-story home with lots of curb appeal. Great  
loca�on; easy access to shopping, dining areas, schools,  

and Hwy 580.   4 bd/ 2.5 ba.     2,055+/- sq.�.       
Margarita Cavalieri                    925.251.2515

7025 NEWPORT CT                             DUBLIN
Sharp remodel, new maple cabinets, slab granite coun-
ters, updated kitchen. All new bath fixtures. New hard-
wood floor in kit, fmly rm, entry. New paint inside & out.
Margaret Howard                       925.456.5078

35650 PALOMARES ROAD  CASTRO VALLEY  
Nicely updated 3 BD 2 BA w/ lots of Charm. Redwood 
Siding, French Pa�o Doors, Velux Skylights, 3 Car Garage, 

Near wineries, Over 3.59 Acres & so much more!
Kristy & Company                       925.251.2536

GATED HILLTOP ESTATE

GOLF COURSE VIEWS

GORGEOUS CUSTOM ESTATE PRESERVE COMMUNITY GOLDEN EAGLE

CUSTOM HOME UPDATED WONDERFUL TOWNHOME

T WO ESTATES RUBY HILL ESTATE SIRAH VINEYARD CURB APPEAL

UPDATED

MR PICKLES

1257 GONZAGA CT             LIVERMORE  
Updated kitchen cabinets, recessed ligh�ng, crown mold-
ing, new roof, dual pane windows, 6 panel doors, mir-

rored closet doors, hardwood floors & �le.  
Vickie & Bill Keller              925.200.6764

3.59 ACRES

DUBLIN HILLS

34442 PALOMARES ROAD   CASTRO VALLEY  
Great Living in Palomares Canyon, 1300 sq.�. great fresh-
ley painted and new carpet thru-out home, move-in  

condi�on. There is a great basement room. 4.5 acres. 
Kristy & Company                       925.251.2536

4.5 ACRESPREMIUM LOT

UPDATED CHARMING

1565 MORNING GLORY CIR          LIVERMORE  
court loca�on w/huge yard! Bay window w/window 

seat+planta�on shu�ers. Upgraded carpets, Corian in 
updated kitchen & baths. Popcorn ceilings removed.  

Diane Sass                                    925.583.2168
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      I used to worry about the uncertainties of my 
future until I learned about Stoneridge Creek,         
the new continuing care retirement community coming to the 

East Bay. As California’s newest Continuing Life® community, 

Stoneridge Creek offers not only a comfortable retirement, from 

new single-story villas to on-site restaurants and amenities, but 

one that’s worry-free. Because I’ll also have unlimited access to 

assisted living, skilled nursing and memory support, all included in 

case I ever need it, for as long as I need it. 

       If you’re ready to feel confident about your future,  don’t wait to 

learn more about Stoneridge Creek — call 800-849-0023 today to 

schedule an appointment, or visit online at stoneridgecreek.com.

I WON’T WORRY ABOUT  
MY RETIREMENT TODAY.

Or tomorrow.

Continuing Life Communities Pleasanton LLC, dba Stoneridge Creek Pleasanton, has received authorization to accept deposits from the California Department of Social Services.  

INFORMATION CENTER    5698 STONERIDGE DR.    PLEASANTON, CA 94588    STONERIDGECREEK.COM
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900 Main Street v PLEASANTON

Uwe 
      Maercz

Uwe Maercz
www.apr.com/uwe
www.HomesatRubyHill.com 
DRE LIC# 01390383

Cell: 925.360.8758
uwe@apr.com

"A Trusted Name - Integrity Thats Counts! 

Are you thinking of buying or selling?  

Call me for a FREE market analysis today."

1625 Via di Salerno, 
Ruby Hill
One of the last two golf 
course lots at Ruby Hill! 
Big, flat golf course lot with 
approved Ruby Hill plans 
for a +/- 7,000 sq. ft. custom 
home! Motivated sellers. 
Offered at $899,000

4105 Parma Court, 
Ruby Hill
+/- 7,000 sq. ft., 7 bedrooms, 
5.5 baths, 6.5 car garage, 
movie theatre to die for and a 
1,600 bottle wine cellar... This 
spectacular custom estate is 
located on a +/- 26,000 sq. ft. 
corner lot with terrific curb 
appeal and has it all.  The 
residence was completed in 
late 2006. 
Offered at $2,750,888

247 East Vallecitos Rd, 
Livermore
Build your dream custom vine-
yard estate & tasting room on 
this private 20 acre estate with 
breathtaking views of the val-
ley. Easy to build, desirable flat 
building pad. Pristine location 
adjacent to Sycamore Grove. 
Enjoy wine country living in the 
South Livermore wine country. 
Offered at $1,749,000

1667 Via di Salerno, 
Ruby Hill
New custom masterpiece 
with +/- 8,500 sq. ft. of luxury 
and sophistication on the golf 
course. 6 bedrooms, 6.5 bath-
rooms, library, media room, 
spa retreat, tech room and 
gourmet kitchen make this 
estate one of the most desir-
able properties at Ruby Hill. 
Offered at $2,899,000

SOLD
REDUCED

Doug Buenz

Office 
925.251.1111

Direct 
925.463.2000
680Homes.com

apr.com | PLEASANTON | 900 Main Street 925.251.1111

Expert real estate services

Do Swimming Pools Add Value to a Home? 
The latest from The 680 Blog

Go to 680Homes.com for more information on these homes and other properties.

The market has changed! 
Call me today to 

discuss how you can take 
advantage of the new 
market. Opportunity 
is defi nitely knocking!

This is one of the questions I get asked a lot. Like most questions dealing 
with real estate values, the answer is … it depends. Certainly, no one can 
deny that a sparkling pool on a hot sunny day is hard to beat. But pools 
can also be a detraction from a home’s value. There are many factors that 
go into the impact of a pool on a home’s value. Here are some to think 
about:
1. Lot size. In general, the smaller the lot, the more likely it is that the 
pool will not add any value, and may in fact detract from the value of the 
home. With families with small children, or who are planning on starting 
a family soon, pools are often a negative. Part of this stems from every 
parent’s concern for the safety of their kids, which is certainly a strong 
emotion. The other issue with smaller lots for buyers with kids is that 
often the pool takes up a good portion of the yard, which does not leave 
much room for grass, a playground, or space for kids to play sports, etc. 
And since buyers with children make up a sizable portion of the buyers 
today, if you have a small yard, a home with a pool may sell for less than 

a comparable home without 
a pool. Of course, there are 
always exceptions. I have seen 
homes with very small lots that 
have gorgeous tropical pools 
with palm trees, waterfall, and 
spa, and in those cases the pool 
defi nitely adds to the appeal 
of the home. But if the deep 
end of the pool is two steps from the family room slider, a pool will often 
detract from the value of the home.
2. Age of the pool. A gorgeous “Sunset Magazine” free form pool with a 
pebble tech surface, waterfall, spa, and desinger pool decking will often 
add value to a home. In this case, a pool can have strong emotional ap-
peal, and it becomes a lifestyle  >>Go to www.680homes.com to read 
the rest of this article.

Luxury 2 BR, 2 ½ BTH town-
house with hardwood fl oors, 
upgraded designer kitchen, 
vaulted ceiling, dramatic living 
room with fi replace, private yard 
with patio, and 2 car garage. 

$429,500

COMING SOON!

Newer luxury 5 BR, 4 BTH 
single story home on prime 
.31 Acre cul-de-sac lot with 
hardwood fl oors, granite/
cherry/stainless kit, and more!  

$1,399,900

COMING SOON!

Fabulous 4 BR, 2½ BTH home 
with remodeled granite kitchen, 
hardwood fl oors, and prime cul-
de-sac lot with sparkling pool!  

$744,950

PENDING SALE!

Fabulous luxury home featuring 
6 BR plus bonus room & offi ce, 
5 ½ BTHS, granite & stainless 
kitchen, dramatic living areas, 
and private .41 Acre lot with 
sparkling pool! 

$1,699,000

COMING SOON!
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PLEASANTON 900 Main Street

925.846.6500
www.blaiselofland.com

blaise@blaiselofland.com

apr.com

CARLTON PLACE

1312 CARLTON PLACE, LIVERMORE
Beautiful upgraded Livermore home located on premium .41 acre 
lot. Views of Mt. Diablo. Beautifully landscaped grounds, private 
rear yard with built in pool and spa. Four bedrooms, bonus area, 
private office, three bathrooms. Approximately 3,680 square feet. 
Upgraded kitchen with granite countertops and stainless steel 
appliances. Crown molding and plantation shutters. Bamboo wood 
floors and 20” custom tile flooring. Three car garage. Concrete tile 
roof. Minutes from Livermore Valley wineries. 
SOLD FOR $825,000

SAN LEANDRO

HACIENDA MOBILE HOME PARK

3231 VINEYARD AVENUE #29, PLEASANTON
Newer mobile home built in 2004. 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 
approximately 1,300 square feet. Central heat and air, cathedral 
ceilings, separate dining room, dual glazed low E windows. 
Front porch, custom shed, covered driveway, extended 7/10 year 
warranty. Best priced newer mobile home available in Pleasanton.
OFFERED AT $145,000

1307 WAYNE, PLEASANTON
Five bedroom, three bath home. Approximately 1,795 square feet.  
Great for larger family! Separate living and family rooms. Central 
heat. New carpet. Newer dual pane windows. Private rear yard with 
fruit trees, newer perimeter fencing and new rear deck.  Two car 
garage*.  
*May not meet the technical size requirement for a two car garage.  
SOLD FOR $430,000

GREY EAGLE ESTATES BRIDLE CREEK

4 EAGLET COURT, PLEASANTON
Experience breathtaking panoramic views from this secluded hilltop 
home, located in the gated community of Grey Eagle Estates. This 
beautiful private estate (1.36 acre lot), features 5,460 square feet of 
living space with five bedrooms, AuPair/Guest Room (4th) and four 
and a half baths. Large downstairs bonus room and private office 
(5th). The remodeled gourmet kitchen and master bath. Extensive 
basement storage area and separate wine cellar. Marble and 
hardwood flooring. Separate pool house with pool/spa/waterfall/
kitchen/bathroom. Tile roof. Four car garage. Don’t miss this one! 
SOLD FOR $1,975,000

827 SUNNY BROOK WAY, PLEASANTON
Single level in Bridle Creek on .26 acre premium view lot. Built by 
Greenbriar Homes in 2001. Beautiful views of Pleasanton Ridge. 
Private rear yard with built in pool and spa. Beautifully landscaped. 
Five bedrooms, four bathrooms. Gourmet kitchen with granite 
countertops. Crown molding and plantation shutters. Close  
to Downtown, Castlewood Country Club, Oak Hills Shopping 
Center, and Mission Hills Park. 
SOLD FOR $1,255,000

BRIDLE CREEK

PLEASANTON
Highly upgraded Hillstar Model on premium .35 acre lot. Expansive 
views of Pleasanton Ridge. Faces open space. Highly upgraded with 
beautiful front and rear grounds. Includes in-ground pool and spa. 
Built by Greenbriar Homes in 2002. Five bedrooms, plus guest 
suite and bonus room, 4.5 bathrooms. Approximately 4,455 square 
feet. Gourmet kitchen with granite countertops. Crown molding, 
plantation shutters, and custom built-ins. Close to Downtown, 
Castlewood Country Club, Oak Hills Shopping Center, and Mission 
Hills Park. PRICE TO FOLLOW

VENTANA HILLS

925 SHERMAN WAY, PLEASANTON
Don’t miss this Gibson model in desirable Ventana Hills. Five 
bedrooms, 5th is bonus, three bathrooms. Approximately 3,179 
square feet. Lot size is 9452 (.21 acre lot), with large side yards. 
Located on quiet street. Private rear yard backs to single level home. 
New carpet throughout. New exterior paint. Three fireplaces. Walk 
to great neighborhood park and Main Street Downtown Pleasanton! 
OFFERED AT $1,095,000

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

COMING SOON

VENTANA HILLS

1141 LUND RANCH ROAD, PLEASANTON
Don’t miss this beautiful Gibson model in desirable Ventana Hills. 
Premium (.34 acre) lot backs to open space. Five bedrooms, fifth 
bedroom can be bonus, three bathrooms. Approximately 3,179 
square feet. Upgraded kitchen with granite. Custom travertine 
tile flooring, new carpet throughout. Beautiful professionally 
landscaped grounds with Heritage Oak tree. In-ground pool and 
spa. Walk to neighborhood park and downtown! 
SOLD FOR $1,240,000

SOLDSOLD

6229 DETJEN COURT, PLEASANTON
Wow! Beautiful and priced to sell. This upgraded home in the 
desirable Preserve community on a private .68 acre (29,506 square 
foot) estate lot. This beautifully landscaped property backs to open 
space. Enjoy the views of the surrounding open land and the quiet 
court location. Four bedrooms, bonus room, private office, 4.5 
baths, approximate total square footage 4,689. Fully integrated 
home sound system with individual multi-source, multi-zone audio 
selection key pads. Furniture negotiable. 
OFFERED AT $1,495,000

THE PRESERVE
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Thinking of sel l ing your home?
Let Alain Pinel Realtors l ist  your property.
We have qualif ied buyers.  Contact us today.

PLEASANTON  $1,699,999
Beautiful 5bd/4.5ba custom home in 
desireable Kottinger Ranch. Updated 
kitchen,granite counters, new appliances, 
panoramic views, large backyard, swim-
ming pool, outdoor BBQ & more! 

ANNI HAGFELDT BY APPT

PLEASANTON  $1,495,000
Views of surrounding open land, quiet 
court location, situate on .68+/-acre 
private estate lot. This 4689+/-sf, 4bd + 
bonus, 4.5 bath,upgraded home with 
beautiful landscaping has it all!

BLAISE LOFLAND BY APPT

LIVERMORE  $1,199,900
Inviting custom home in South Livermore 
nestled in a court on over ½+/-sf acre lot. 
Featuring 5bd/4.5ba, 4787+/-sf of living 
space. Backyard paradise with pool/out-
door kitchen, sideyard access/garden. 

DANIEL ALPHER BY APPT

PLEASANTON $1,099,000
Price Reduced- New semi-custom 1 story 
4bd/3ba home. ‘Old World’ quality crafts-
manship and high-end upgrades. ‘Barefoot 
Contessa’ kitchen. Location features a 
10,000’+ lot and 10 minute walk to town.

MAUREEN NOKES BY APPT

PLEASANTON $1,095,000
Gibson Model, 5bd (5th is bonus)3ba, 
3179+/-sf, .21+/- acre lot, large side yards, 
new carpet, paint, 3 FP’s. Walk to great 
park & downtown Main St., Pleasanton.

BLAISE LOFLAND BY APPT

LIVERMORE $749,950
Beautiful single story home in Vinsanto. 
Features include granite counter tops, 
SS appliances, maple cabinets, upgraded 
flooring, built-in entertainment center, 
closet organizer, 3 car garage, & more!

MARK LAFFERTY BY APPT

LIVERMORE $479,950
Beautiful 4bd/2.5ba home in a court 
location. Features include tile flooring 
in kitchen/bath, maple cabinets, new 
carpets, two-tone paint, laundry room 
upstairs, plus central heat and air.

MARK LAFFERTY BY APPT

PLEASANTON $446,500
2 Mstr Br Suites+/- 1557 sq. ft; Attached 
2-car garage “Model Home Perfect! 
Gourmet kitchen w/granite. Formal LR 
and DR, fresh paint, new carpets, large 
yard w/patio/garden.

SUE MCKINLEY BY APPT

DUBLIN $400,000
Fantastic 3/2 in Echo Park. Many updates 
including newer paint, water heater, insu-
lation, d/p windows, furnace, oven, and 
carpet. Hurry!

JENNIFER MALAKOFF BY APPT

ANTIOCH $315,000
This 5BD/3BA home is located on the end 
of a cul-de-sac in a desirable neighbor-
hood. The home has spacious bedrooms, 
LR, DR and FR, 3 car garage, two fire-
places and BD/BA on first floor. 

STEVE ELDRIDGE BY APPT

PLEASANTON $729,000
Desirable Pleasanton, 4bd, 2.5ba, prime 
court location, 2150sf+/-living space, 
large 8197sf+/-lot, updated kitchen, w/
granite counters, hardwood floors, roof 
2009, exterior paint 2009 & much more!

JOYCE JONES BY APPT

PLEASANTON $699,000
3BD,2B, 1,204SF home on 21,000 SF lot. 
Possible second home on lot or possibil-
ity to sub-divide lot. Close to freeways 
and downtown Pleasanton. 383 Christina 
Court 

MOXLEY TEAM OPEN SUN 1-4

NEWARK $625,000
Single Story Court Location w/HUGE 
DETACHED IN-LAW/OFFICE (RENTAL 
UNIT) & FULL BTH! 4 Br 2 Ba +/-1704 sq. 
ft.9500 sq ft PREMIUM LOT! Fresh paint, 
newer carpets; large kitchen eating area.

SUE MCKINLEY BY APPT

PLEASANTON $543,000
3+bd/2ba,1650+/-sf on 6276+/-sf lot,child 
friendly court, new Maple kitchen, 
Stainless appliances, Silestone Counters, 
Wilsonart flooring, new windows, AC, 
Furnace & Roof.

TIMOTHY MCGUIRE BY APPT

PLEASANTON $959,950
Back on the Market! Fabulous 4bd/3ba, 
2637+/-sf home, updated throughout. 
Beautiful pool with large arbors and 
outdoor BBQ. Must See! Too much to list! 
1541 Maple Leaf

DAN GAMACHE, SR.  OPEN SUN 1-4

PLEASANTON  $949,950
Just Reduced! Beautiful Charter Oaks 
Home in the Heart of Pleasanton! 4bd/3ba, 
2541+/-sf, open floor plan, large loft, fiber-
glass pool, a must see! 1597 Maple Leaf

DAN GAMACHE, JR.  OPEN SUN 1-4
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