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Tax-Free California 
Municipal Bonds

Robert Gehl
Senior Vice President – Investments
4900 Hopyard Road, Suite 105, Pleasanton, CA 94588
robert.gehl@wfadvisors.com
CA Insurance License #0A131O5
800-825-9877
wfadvisors.com/robert.gehl

Bonds are subject to price change and availability. Additional information is available 
upon request. T.E.Y. is based on the 35% federal income-tax bracket. Please consult your 
tax advisor. Income is generally free from federal taxes and state taxes for residents of the 
issuing state. While the interest income is tax-free, capital gains, if any, will be subject to 
taxes. Income for some investors may be subject to the federal Alternative Minimum Tax 
(AMT). Wells Fargo Advisors is not a tax or legal tax advisor.

Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC, Member SIPC, is a registered broker-dealer and a separate non-bank 
affi  liate of Wells Fargo & Company. ©2009 Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC.  0509-0616 [79826-v1] 09/09

Investment and Insurance Products:   � NOT FDIC Insured   � NO Bank Guarantee   � MAY Lose Value

Yield to Maturity Taxable Equivalent Yield

West Contra Costa County California Unified 
School District. 4.15% Coupon. Rated Aa3 by 
Moody's and AAA by Standard & Poor's. 4.15% 
Coupon. Priced at 104.50. Maturing 08/01/16. 
Callable 08/01/14 at 101. 

Prices and yields are given as of 01/12/2010.

3.35% 5.68%
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Dee Wilson, who was Pleasan-
ton’s oldest statesman when 
he died last Monday at the 

age of 90, was a special friend to all 
who knew him over the six decades 
he and his wife Shirley lived in 
Pleasanton, where they raised their 
four children. I knew him for only 
a few of those years. From the time 
this giant of a man — physically as 
well as his heart of gold — grabbed 
my hand with firmness I still re-
member, we became friends. A real 
estate developer who with his part-
ner Louie Costanza built numerous 
residential subdivisions, apartments 
and commercial shopping centers 
in Union City and Fremont, he was 
best known in Pleasanton where 
he built over 400 homes, including 
those in Mission Park behind the 
office building on Sunol Boulevard, 
where the Pleasanton Weekly is 
located. He was a partner with the 
late George Spiliotopolous in the 
Cheese Factory in Santa Cruz and 
at the San Francisco Airport. He 
also participated in many projects 
and developments with his many 
“friends in town.”  He was always an 
honest, hardworking contributor in 
whatever he did. You could do busi-
ness with Dee on a handshake.
 A World War II naval veteran, 
Wilson was stationed in the Solo-
mon Islands preparing for the in-
vasion of Japan when the atomic 
bombs were dropped on Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki, bringing the war to 
an end. After returning home, he 
attended San Jose State University, 
majoring in business and, later, 
Lincoln Law School in Oakland.
 In 1966, Wilson and his wife 
Shirley came to Pleasanton to 
watch their son in a track meet. 
They liked the city and decided to 
move here in 1967. He served the 
community and region in numer-
ous capacities, including two years 
as a BART Director (1973-1975); 
eight years on the Planning Com-
mission (1978-1986); two years 
on the City Council (1986-1988), 
and 36 years as a director of the 
Alameda County Fair Board, serv-
ing two years as president.
 He was a member of the Alameda 
County One Hundred Club since its 
inception in 1971, a board member 
of the George A. Spiliotopoulos 
Invitational Golf Tournament since 
its inception, a founding member 
in 1987 of the Pleasanton Men’s 
Club and a longtime member of the 
Alameda County Honorary Deputy 
Sheriffs Association.
 A few of those who served with 

him were pallbearers at yesterday’s 
funeral mass for Dee Wilson, which 
was held at St. Augustine Catholic 
Church. They were Frank Capilla, 
John Ferrari, Bob Philcox, Brad Hirst, 
Ted Fairfield, Ken Mercer, Tony Mac-
chiano and Frank Brandes. It was 
quite a distinguished group: three 
ex-mayors, a former county commis-
sioner, a plumber, a garbage com-
pany owner, an engineer and a real 
estate developer. All of them at least 
15 years younger than Dee who 
would have been in high school 
when they were born, these close 
friends and their diverse professional 
and political interests showed the 
breadth of his involvement in Pleas-
anton affairs. 
 Described as intelligent, at times 
a grouch and 
very savvy busi-
nessman, Dee 
had a wonderful 
sense of humor. 
He was also 
a determined 
leader who kept 
the best interests 
of Pleasanton at 
the forefront of 
everything he 
did. When he developed hous-
ing in the Gates neighborhood in 
land he acquired behind the Cen-
tury House on Santa Rita Road, he 
spared that historic house, restored 
it and gave it to the city as a park. 
When City Council meetings were 
disrupted in the meeting room it 
used at the Fairgrounds because of 
a leaky roof, Dee and his friends 
built as a gift to the city the council 
chambers that are still used, at-
tached to the Civic Center. When 
he and his family moved into their 
new home on Foothill Road, near 
Bernal, in the 1980s, he acquired 
two lots and, with a hired hand, 
farmed 2-1/2 acres with all kinds 
of fruits and trees, including field 
of tomatoes that he packaged and 
gave away to hundreds.
 He was also instrumental in the 
founding of a youth activity center 
at what is currently the Gingerbread 
Preschool. He was a recipient of 
the Pleasanton Firefighters’ Award 
in 1974, the Pleasanton Chamber 
of Commerce Community Service 
Award and the Western Fair Asso-
ciation Blue Ribbon Award, both in 
2006, and he was also a recipient of 
the Mayor’s Award.
 Born in Oakland on Aug. 3, 
1919 to Charles and Agnes Wilson, 
DeWitt Wilson is survived by Shir-
ley, his wife of more than 60 years, 
and two of their four children: 
Tom Wilson of Capitola and Karen 
Williams of Santa Cruz. He was 
preceded in death by their two sons 
David and Robert Wilson. He also 
leaves seven grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren. ■

AROUND 
PLEASANTON

BY JEB BING

Dee Wilson: A 
big man with a 
heart of gold

About the Cover
While many economists believe the recession ended in the middle of 2009, local 
analysts are still waiting for better results before agreeing that Pleasanton and 
the Tri-Valley are out of the woods. Cover design by Lili Cao.
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Get All of This Plus More Great Offers from Volvo!Get All of This Plus More Great Offers from Volvo!

FLY & DRIVE  
IN EUROPE

All model year 2010 Volvos are now available for European pickup, 
including the new 2010 XC60, it’s simple, order your Volvo and drive it 

in Europe on your vacation and Volvo will ship it back no charge!

925.939.3333
2791 North Main St., Walnut Creek, CA

www.lawrencevolvo.com

For further details, please 
contact our sales department 
at 925.939.3333 or visit our 

website at  
www.lawrencevolvo.com

 Competitive rates
 A wide range of home fi nancing solutions
 Easy application process

Home loan solutions from 
Bank of America

Contact me today:

Bank of America, N.A., Member FDIC       Equal Housing Lender © 2009 Bank 
of America Corporation. Credit and collateral are subject to approval. Terms and 
conditions apply. This is not a committment to lend. Programs, rates, terms and 
conditions are subject to change without notice. 00-62-0287D 04-2009 AR73004

Jim Black, MBA
Retail Sales Manager 
FHA, JUMBO, REFINANCE and PURCHASE SPECIALIST
925.285.4898
james.tyler.black@bankofamerica.com
www.meetjimblack.com

2009

7 Railroad Avenue, Stes. 7&9
Danville, CA 94526

We Are Committed To:
Exceptional Customer Service

925.462.1207
Showroom and Factory located at

4225 Stanley Blvd., Pleasanton, CA 94566
www.window-ology.com

Contractor’s License #904282LUMBER & HARDWARE
5505 Sunol Blvd, Pleasanton 925 846 5040

(Across from Raley’s Market)

Trusted Name Brands Since 1976

 CROWN
 CASING 
 BASEBOARD

MOLDING

Dee Wilson



Streetwise
ASKED DOWNTOWN 

What are your thoughts on full body 
scans at the airport?

Katie Brown
Financial Analyst

They seem kind of intrusive. If they really 
think it’ll improve security though, I guess 
it’s good -- as long as they take the proper 
precautions. Also, I want to make sure there 
isn’t excessive radiation. They haven’t really 
said anything about that.

Shel Harris
Contractor

It sounds creepy, right? It seems like a bad 
idea. They already take my shoes every time 
I fly, and it’ll definitely slow things down.

Kenneth Lawrence
Electronics Engineer

I came through London Heathrow and I 
got full body scanned. I got felt up and got 
my bag searched, too. Actually, I think it’s 
a good thing, but I don’t think it should be 
done all the time. It should be done at ran-
dom and on key events.

Kevin Cadinha
Landscape Contractor

I think it’s a poor use of our resources. I 
think our taxpayer dollars should be direct-
ed at solutions for everyone, not creating 
more fear. They don’t even really know the 
effects. And it’s violation of civil rights and 
personal privacy.

Ellen McGraw
Marketing

I’m all for it. Why not? I think it’s better 
than all of the little things they do. I have 
no problem with it and I don’t see what the 
issue is.

Have a Streetwise question? E-mail editor@PleasantonWeekly.com
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—Compiled by Elyssa Thome

(925) 271-0713 
7090 JOHNSON DRIVE • PLEASANTON, CA 94588

*Some restrictions apply. The 30-day money back guarantee is for new 
members that join 1/1/2010 through 1/31/2010 with a 12-month agreement. 

One entry per person. Entry deadline and offer ends 1/31/2010.

VALUE YOUR SWEAT

Engage your muscles, work hard and feel the burn in a group fitness class. Then feel the cooling 
sweat that regulates your body and keeps you healthy and cool. That’s the value of sweat.

30-DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE
TRY US FOR 30 DAYS*

Enter to Win a 1-Year ClubSport Membership
at www.clubsports.com/enter2win

Too Young to Feel Old?
Call Optimal Health Spectrums
 and Reclaim Your Zest for Life!

925-846-8000

Many factors can contribute to poor mood, brain function and 
lack of well-being...Sub-optimal hormone levels (even if your 
    doctor checked and said they were “fine”), 
         Adrenal fatigue, heavy metal toxicity, 
              Chronic infections, yeast overgrowth, 
     Vitamin & mineral deficiencies, 
           Food intolerances and obesity.

A NEW YEAR...
   A NEW YOU!
  Optimize your health with 
     Bio-identical Hormone Therapy 
          from a local, licensed 
               medical doctor

Dr. Lynne R. Mielke, M.D.
Board Certified in 

Anti-Aging Medicine

4463 Stoneridge Drive, Suite A 
Pleasanton, CA 94588

www.optimalhealthspectrums.com

Lose Weight Rapidly
Gain Optimal Energy and Health

Easily Adopt New Nutritional Habits

Weight Loss 
and Wellness Center

You may qualify 
through your insurance

(925) 249-9642
4725 First Street #270
Downtown Pleasanton

Visit www.taharacenter.com

FREE(   )
Body Composition Analysis!

Typical 
Medical 
Offi ce’s 

Rate $80

LOSE 15 TO 
30 LBS. 

in 2 Weeks

Detox Weight Loss Center

‘ ’
Around 1:12 p.m. Friday a man reportedly robbed a Washington Mutual Bank on 
Stoneridge Mall Road threatened to use a gun, although no weapon was seen.

Bank near mall robbed Friday 

READ MORE/COMMENT

TownSquare Forum
Weekly.com

Pleasanton



Newsfront
Updating the Youth 
Master Plan
 The community is invited to a 
workshop to generate feedback 
on a draft vision, values and 
goals document that will be used 
to update the city’s existing Youth 
Master Plan. It will be held from 
10 to 11:30 a.m. Jan. 30 at the 
Pleasanton Public Library, 400 
Old Bernal Ave. Draft values and 
goals emerged from a series of 
stakeholder meetings and focus 
groups conducted over the past 
year, as well as the results of a re-
cent survey. Attendees will be eli-
gible for prizes. Space is limited. 
RSVP by Jan. 22 to youthmaster-
planupdate@ci.pleasanton.ca.us 
or call 931-5001.  

Sixth to challenge 
McNerney
 Jeff Takada of Manteca is the 
latest to join the race for the 11th 
Congressional district, a posi-
tion currently held by Democrat 
and Pleasanton resident Jerry 
McNerney. This brings the num-
ber of Republican candidates 
to six planning to run in the 
primary in November. Takada 
and the other candidates, Tony 
Amador, Robert Beadles, Eliza-
beth Emken, Brad Goehering 
and David Harmer, will be at 
a luncheon presentation Jan. 
26 at Crow Canyon Country 
Club in Danville. Lunch costs 
$23. For reservations, call Leta 
Rockwell at 838-2908, or e-mail 
rockwellsnuggery@comcast.net.

Take a hike with John 
Muir
 Presented by the Museum On 
Main, “Take a Hike with John 
Muir” is a lecture by re-enactor 
Frank Helling. The talk will 
explore the life of the environ-
mental activist who devoted his 
energy to the conservation and 
preservation of Western forests 
in the U.S. It will be held at 
7 p.m. Jan. 28 at Lynnewood 
Methodist Church, 4444 Black 
Ave. Part of the Ed Kinney Lec-
ture Series, admission is $5 for 
members and seniors, $10 for 
non-members, and $3 for stu-
dents and teachers with school 
ID. For more information, call 
462-2766 or visit www.museu-
monmain.org.

Poetry publishing 
workshop
 Prominent poet Connie Post, 
first poet laureate of Livermore, 
will be featured at this work-
shop from 2 to 4 p.m. Jan. 17 
at Towne Center Books, 555 
Main St.  She will discuss how 
to handle editors, submissions 
guidelines and rejection while 
navigating the path to publica-
tion. Cost is $10. Call 846-882 
or visit www.civicartsliterary.org. 

DIGEST
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BY EMILY WEST
 In order to balance its budget, 
the Pleasanton Unified School Dis-
trict will need to cut at least $6.9 
million in reductions for the up-
coming fiscal year. 
 The announcement of further 
cuts as a result of Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger’s updated budget, 
released last Friday, was hardly a sur-
prise. At a recent community forum 
regarding the budget, district staff 
said they knew there would be at least 
a $3.6-million deficit as the result of 
funding positions last year with one-
time dollars as well as rollover costs 

for positions and programs.
 With the latest figures, PUSD 
will now also have to make up for 
a negative cost of living adjustment 
and a reduction of $2.9 million 
in revenue from the state. It may 
not be the final number, as the 
governor’s budget includes “risky 
assumptions,” according to PUSD, 
including $6.9 billion of the $19.9 
billion deficit to be covered by ad-
ditional federal funding.
 Luz Cazares, assistant superin-
tendent of business services for the 
district, said this is just the begin-
ning of the budget process. She 

also pointed out that the cabinet-
identified list of possible reductions 
was solely done in an effort to reach 
fiscal solvency, not as a way to im-
prove quality of services. 
 The board was presented a list 
of possible cuts at its regular meet-
ing Tuesday night, but was not 
scheduled to take any action. Sev-
eral members of the community 
in attendance appeared to urge 
the board not to cut the Barton 
Reading Program, one of several 
programs facing cuts.
 An updated list of reductions to-
tals just under $6.9 million, but 

would also include flexing the state-
deferred maintenance allowance, 
which would likely include bor-
rowing from the Sycamore fund. 
The potential solution also includes 
delaying a $670,000 OPEB (Other 
Post Employment Benefits) pay-
ment as they did last year. Doing 
this, however, would likely look bad 
to potential investors and hinder 
PUSD’s ability to issue debt service.
 Programs saved from last sum-
mer’s fundraising effort, manage-
ment givebacks and a delayed 

Rainbow bright
 This photograph of Tuesday morning’s rainbow was taken by Pleasanton resident Sue Evans, who 
wanted to share it with anyone who wasn’t fortunate enough to see it. The Tri-Valley was showered 
with rainfall all week long, with more rain expected over the weekend. Share photos of the community 
by sending them to publisher@pleasantonweekly.com or editor@pleasantonweekly.com. Include your 
name and when and where the photo was taken.

BY JANET PELLETIER
 State insurance commissioner Steve Poizner 
brought his campaign for governor to the Tri-
Valley this week, expressing his ideas on the 
public school system, a budget solution, the 
state water crisis, a constitutional convention 
and illegal immigration.
 The Los Gatos resident, who is running in 
the Republican primary in June, spoke to a 
small group of about 20 people at the Livermore 
Chamber of Commerce Tuesday.
 It was a passion for public schools that 
Poizner said gave him the impetus for getting 
into politics. As a teacher for two years at Mt. 
Pleasant High School in East San Jose, he said he 
saw the issues on a personal level.
 “We’ve completely mismanaged schools,” he 
said. “I want to rip control of schools from the 
hands of Sacramento.”
 “Hiring should be done at a local level,” he 
continued, adding that charter schools are a 

great example of that.
 As the state is saddled with a $20-billion 
budget deficit, Poizner offered his own way of 
reducing it: reworking the tax structure, putting 
a freeze on funding, spending and hiring and 
cut spending by 10 percent. To break it down, 
Poizner said he would cut personal income, cor-
porate and state income taxes by 10 percent and 
capital gains taxes in half. Matching that with 
less regulation and reworking the legal system 
would provide the recipe for a balanced budget.
 “We want innovators and entrepreneurs to 
come back,” he said. “This is a lawsuit crazy state 
and we need some tort reform.”
 After Poizner highlighted his plans, the group 
asked a range of questions on such topics as the 
state water system, a constitutional convention, 
energy development and illegal immigration.
 When asked about desalinization plants, Poizner 
said he would like to build them in conjunction 

Poizner talks state budget, schools, 
water crisis in campaign for governor

Insurance commissioner speaks to small group at Livermore

Former resident 
sentenced to 4 
years for fraud
Brice Carrington, 46, who 
now lives in Ojai, also must 
pay $4 million in restitution

 A former Pleasanton man who falsely 
claimed he was a three-time Oscar-winning 
sound designer in a scheme to bilk investors in 
movie sound design products was sentenced 
to four years in federal prison.
 Last Friday, U.S. District Court Judge D. 
Lowell Jensen also ordered Brice Carrington, 
46, who now lives in Ojai, to pay $4 million 
in restitution to 13 victims and pay another 
$142,000 in restitution for unpaid income 
taxes.
 In addition, Jensen ordered Carrington to 
forfeit Lamborghini, Hummer and Mercedes 
vehicles that he owned.
 Carrington pleaded guilty in September to 
wire fraud and tax evasion in connection with 
the investment fraud scheme, according to 
U.S. Attorney Joseph Russoniello and Inter-
nal Revenue Service Special Agent in Charge 
Scott O’Briant.
 In pleading guilty, according to the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office, Carrington admitted that 
he lured investors by telling them he was 
well established in the entertainment indus-
try and had been involved in many Holly-
wood productions.
 To add credibility to his claims, Car-
rington paid a jeweler to make an Oscar 
statuette and also had another fake statuette, 
according to prosecutors.
 The U.S. Attorney’s Office said Carrington 
displayed the fake Oscar statuettes and pho-
tographs of himself with the statuettes in his 
home during investor fundraising parties.
 In addition, Carrington used investors’ 
money without their knowledge to buy three 
luxury cars — a Lamborghini Murcielago, a 
Hummer H2 and a Mercedes SL 500R — 
and used them as props to help lure new 
investors into investing money with him, 
prosecutors said.
 According to prosecutors, Carrington re-
ceived about $4.04 million from investors but 
used no more than $430,000 of that money 
toward designing sound effects.
 Carrington is scheduled to begin his sen-
tence Feb. 12.

—Bay City News

See SCHOOLS on Page 6

See POIZNER on Page 7

Schools facing at least $6.9M in cuts
PUSD’s latest budget forecast may not have hit rock bottom
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Garbage service to pick up trees

OPEB payment would not be re-
funded in 2010-11: 4.5 reading 

specialists, elementary strings and 
band, 6.1 counselors, three posi-
tions in technology support and 
library, 1.5 middle school vice 
principals, management assistant, 
half of Barton reading support 
and off-site counseling. The total 
for these programs is $1.3 mil-
lion.
 Other outlined solutions could 
be $659,000 in categorical pro-
grams such as school/library im-
provemen   t plans, art and music, 
class-size reduction in ninth grade, 
and gifted and talented education. 
Counseling services would be cut 
by $256,000. This is in addition to 
those lost by way of the one-time 
fundraising, meaning the district 
would move from 27.9 counsel-
ing positions in the current year 
to 15.5 next year. It would also 
eliminate class-size reduction in 
kindergarten through third grade, 
with ratios at 30 students per 
teacher for a savings of $1.3 mil-
lion.
 Additional options could lead 
to the reduction of the elementary 
school day, resulting in the loss of 
specialists, such as physical edu-
cation, science and music. Doing 
this could lead to $1.9 million in 
savings and the reduction of 23.7 
full-time positions.
 Rounding out the list of pos-
sible reductions: reducing summer 
school offerings ($200,000 sav-
ings), eliminating remaining read-
ing specialists ($360,000 for 4.5 
full-time positions), eliminating the 
other half of the Barton support 
($45,000), reducing supplemental 
remediation hours ($45,000), and 
reducing site funds ($150,000). 
 Over the next few months, there 
are several meetings scheduled to 
address the budget that are in addi-
tion to the regular board meetings. 
The next is from 7 to 9 p.m. Tuesday 
at Amador Valley High School’s mul-
tipurpose room. It’s designed to be 
a casual environment, with people 
encouraged to give feedback by di-
rect questioning or through cards 
read by the facilitator. The board 
will have their next regular meeting 
Jan. 26, followed by the meeting 
of the Budget Advisory Committee 
Jan. 27. 
 Meeting details and budget re-
sources can be found on the school 
district’s website, www.pleasanton.
k12.ca.us or by calling 462-5500. ■

SCHOOLS
Continued from Page 5

Back on the farm
Don and Claire Mittelstaedt toted the Weekly with them to Wisconsin. 
While there, they went to Don’s cousin’s farm, where Don had spent many 
summers growing up. The trip was well-timed to see the fall coloring, 
Claire reports.

This information should not be considered as specifi c tax/legal advice. You should consult your tax/legal advisor regarding your own specifi c tax/legal situation. 
TR# 140420 DOFU 01/2010

Should I Convert to a Roth IRA?
Get ready for the 2010 Roth Conversion! Beginning in 2010, the income limit on Roth IRA conversions is 
eliminated. Anyone regardless of income level, can convert IRA accounts to a Roth IRA. However, the decision 
involves important planning and tax considerations. Do you know the questions that you should be asking? Are 
you aware of your options?

Join the advisors from Summit Financial Group, LLC and learn:

  in the year 2010

  to your estate planning

WHAT: 2010 Roth Conversion Educational Seminar

WHEN: Thursday January 21st at 7PM  -OR-
             Tuesday January 26th at 7PM

WHERE: 2010 Crow Canyon Place Suite 130, San Ramon

RSVP: Please RSVP to Kimberlee McKinsey at 925-866-7800 
or kimberlee@summitadvisors.com by January 20th.

Comprehensive Financial Services 
2010 Crow Canyon Place, Suite 120

San Ramon, CA 94583 
www.summitadvisors.com

925-866-7800
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 Four Bay Area legislators pro-
vided the votes Tuesday as the state 
Assembly Public Safety Committee 
approved by a 4-3 margin a bill that 
would legalize adult recreational use 
of marijuana and allow the drug to 
be sold and taxed in the state.
 The bill, AB 390, is authored by 
Assemblyman Tom Ammiano (D-
San Francisco).
 Stephen Gutwillig, the state di-
rector of the Drug Policy Alliance, 

said he thinks the vote is “historic” 
because “it marks the formal be-
ginning of the end of marijuana 
prohibition in the United States.”
 Gutwillig said, “Nobody thinks 
passing a bill of this kind is do-
able in 2010” but he said the fact 
that it passed out of committee is 
significant and potentially sets the 
stage for it to be approved by the 
full Assembly in the future.
 Ammiano’s spokesman, Quentin 

Mecke, said, “We’re quite happy 
because this is the first time in the 
U.S. that a bill like this has been 
carried and has been approved by 
a committee.”
 Mecke said Ammiano is still 
hopeful that the bill will be heard 
in the Assembly’s Health Commit-
tee before a deadline on Friday but 
he admits that such an outcome is 
“unlikely.” 

—Bay City News

Legislators call for legalizing 
‘recreational use’ of marijuana

Quest by drug advocates just ‘got a lot easier,’ advocacy group says

TAKE US ALONG

 Pleasanton Garbage Service 
will pick up Christmas trees 
that are placed at the curb this 
Saturday. Trees must be placed 
curbside the night before pickup 
and cut in four-foot sections. 

Stands, tinsel, ornaments and 
lights should be removed.
 Christmas trees cut in two-
foot sections can also be placed 
inside green waste containers 
and discarded at any time.

 Pleasanton residents can also 
take Christmas trees to the 
Transfer Station at 3110 Busch 
Road free of charge until Feb. 
1.

—Jeb Bing



NEWS

Pleasanton Weekly • January 15, 2010 • Page 7

Unretouched clinical photo taken 
while frowning before and 14 days 

after treatment with Botox® Cosmetic

Also Offering Botox® /
Restylane® Treatments

Dr. Moshe Lewis, MD
Dermatologist
925-846-5614

FREE CONSULTATION

New clients only
Pleasanton
374 St. Mary St.
925 846-5614

San Ramon
2701 Crow Canyon Blvd.
925 837-6400

Lose weight...and keep it off!

NEW Botox® Service

$75 OFF
Botox® Treatment 

plus Free Consultation to new clients only
Not valid with other offers.

Shauntrell lost weight on our 
program and you can too!

After

Before

If a picture is worth 1,000 words, then this picture 
pretty much says it all. One private home placed smack 
dab in the middle of a commercial district we keep 
saying we’re trying to “revitalize.”  This coming Tuesday 
the City Council will discuss the results — “Big Brother 
and the Redcoats.”  Yet in reality, the issue wasn’t born 
today. The unavoidable confrontation between public 
and private space in downtown’s commercial district has 
been lying around, unattended to by lack of understand-
ing and foresight since the Downtown Specific Plan 
was revised in 2002, and made evident in 2005 when 
the Pleasanton Downtown Association (PDA) stood in 
council chambers and said, “This (private home) is exactly 
what PDA would like to see more of downtown.”

However, time reveals everything, and we look 
to the past to see where to go in the future. As made 
evident again by the fact that these same experts are 
now out there stump’n the crowds with a whole new 
vision. Honestly, sometimes it seems like downtown 
exists without plan or purpose, that PDA just runs up 
and down Main Street like the Keystone Cops, putting 
out fires and rewriting the past, but never quite getting 
ahead of the present.

When this old “oddfellow” (IOOF) building on St. 
Mary Street (currently the culprit) first opened its doors 
to the community in 1888, it did so with music and 
song. And when the Oddfellows build the front sec-
tion in 1910 they used the second floor for meetings, 
dances and special events, with music, food and drink, 
while the community itself held all sorts of private and 
public gatherings in the Oddfellows dance hall. The 
building was alive. When we purchased the property in 
the 1990’s, our well-known goal from the very begin-
ning was to breathe new life into an old building with 
a history of being a gathering place to the community. 
After many years, demands and delays I believe the old 
building is breathing on its own again. But with the 100 
year old Oddfellows dance hall just sitting up there on 
the second floor, vacant, lifeless, and breathing on life 
support, I also believe we’ve reached only half the goal.

“Everyone wants a place to go where they feel a part of the 
community. The informal gathering place, separate from 
home and work, where one encounters people not normally 
part of either. The bar, the pub, or the coffee shop is the great 
good place, the place where people connect, where community 
evolves, separate from home and work, but a compliment to 
both.” 

Sociologist, Ray Oldenburg “The Great Good Place”

Now it seems to me that Barone’s, Tully’s “and” 
Redcoats, and 122 years of history have clearly demon-
strated the value in those words and what people want 
from their downtown’s commercial center — new life, 
excitement and the out-of-the-ordinary. But the 
real question is, what do you want? Remember, it’s your 
town and when people lead, leaders will follow.

—Robert W. Byrd

Paid for by Robert Byrd

Downtown
private or public

with power plants, but added that 
“there’s a short-term crisis we have to 
address now” with the state’s decision 
to lessen pumping from the Delta to 
protect the protected smelt fish.
 “This current water crisis is man 
made,” he said. 
 “One judge is ordering the pump 
shutdown,” he continued, adding 
that he would sue to overturn that 
decision.
 On the prospect of a constitu-
tional convention, Poizner said he 
feels “it’s another excuse for why 
people can’t get at problems now” 
and that the state needs to come 
together with a reform package 
that will lead to the promotion of 
free markets and a smaller, more 
accountable government.
 “We need a safety valve,” he said. 
“We do need changes to the consti-
tution, but minimal.”
 One change he proposed was 
converting the state legislature from 
full time to part time, as is done in 
Texas, Poizner’s home state.
 “That would encourage people 
with real world experience to run for 
office,” he said. “It would also force 
them to focus on issues that matter.”
 When asked about his stance on 
energy development, Poizner said 
“we’re crazy to be so dependent 
on those petro-dictators,” and said 
he supports offshore drilling and 
would allow companies to use 
slant drilling technology, some-
thing he said would help the bud-
get crisis.
 Acknowledging that illegal im-
migration is rampant, Poizner said 
the state needs to secure its borders 
and supports sending the National 
Guard and California Highway Pa-
trol. In addition, he said the state 
needs to stop offering “magnets” 
to those who enter the state ille-
gally — in the way of medical care, 
schooling and employment.
 Poizner’s only other opponent 
in the gubernatorial race for the 
Republican ticket former eBay CEO 
Meg Whitman, who visited Pleas-
anton in September. ■

POIZNER
Continued from Page 5

JANET PELLETIER  

Poizner, State Insurance Commissioner , brought his campaign to the Tri-Valley 
Tuesday, speaking to a small group at the Livermore Chamber.

BY JEB BING
 Christine Salidivar, executive di-
rector of the Pleasanton Downtown 
Association since April 2004, has 
resigned her position effective Feb. 
15 to move to Florida and marry 
her longtime friend John Roberts.
 Salidivar, the longest serving di-
rector of the downtown business 
group, told the PDA’s executive 
board about her plans.
 Roberts, a scientist at the Liver-
more Lab and, before that, at Los 
Alamos Laboratory, is retiring. The 
couple decided over the holidays to 
marry this spring and to relocate to 
a home they have purchased in Cape 
Coral, Fla., a popular retirement des-
tination that boasts having the most 
inland canals anywhere with docks 
located at homeowners’ backyards.
 Salidivar, 46, has more than 16 
years of business organizational man-
agement experience. A Navy veteran 
who served in director positions at 
Chambers of Commerce in Lake-
port, Oroville and Union City before 
establishing a consulting business in 

Fresno, Salidivar headed 
numerous marketing 
and planning efforts and 
events, bringing that ex-
perience to Pleasanton.
 Since taking the down-
town business organiza-
tion position here, she 
has added new members, 
including many from 
outside the downtown 
district “that have found 
that it’s to their advantage 
to be part of our organization and 
the many special events that we 
have to help small businesses.”
 The PDA, which is a quasi-pub-
lic organization, receives subsidies 
from the city of Pleasanton and 
membership fees from businesses 
in the downtown area that are 
required to be part of the orga-
nization. Its budget is just under 
$500,000 for fiscal 2010.
 During her tenure, Salidivar also 
increased business participation and 
public attendance at PDA events, in-
cluding First Wednesday street par-

ties in the summer months 
and Concerts in the Park, 
where concert-goers now fill 
both Lions Wayside Park and 
nearby Delucchi Park for the 
weekly summertime Friday 
night concerts.
 Salidivar said the PDA 
will be actively involved 
in developing businesses 
and pedestrian attractions 
for the thousands expected 
to visit plays, galleries and 

classes at the new Firehouse Arts 
Center, which will open later this 
year. She looks for Railroad Avenue, 
where the new center is located, to 
become be filled with coffeehouses, 
restaurants and boutiques, enhanc-
ing the historic downtown on near-
by Main Street and side streets.
 “Downtown Pleasanton is truly 
amazing,” she said. “We have people 
from other Main Street organiza-
tions throughout the country who 
ask how they can emulate what 
Pleasanton has done in their own 
downtowns. ■

PDA director Salidivar resigns post 

Christine 
Salidivar
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Health Care Coverage 
for less than  
your daily latte

Vital Shield  
Plus 2900 

Generic RX

Family

Age Range Current 
Rates

19 to 29 ....................$283
30 to 34 ....................$315
35 to 39 ....................$361
40 to 44 ....................$431
45 to 49 ....................$514
50 to 54 ....................$602
55 to 59 ....................$714
60 to 64 ....................$883

Vital Shield Plus plans are underwritten by Blue 
Shield of California Life & Health Insurance 
Company. Rates, effective 7/1/09, apply for Contra 
Costa, Alameda and Santa Clara counties. Rates 
shown, for individual males and families, are for 
people in good health and not available to per-
sons 65 or older. Other rates may apply.

Single

19 to 29 ......................$68
30 to 34 ......................$75
35 to 39 ......................$92
40 to 44 ....................$116
45 to 49 ....................$156
50 to 54 ....................$215
55 to 59 ....................$286
60 to 64 ....................$421

Charlene Beasley
 CA Lic #0C26292

Beasley Insurance Services
925-803-9799

www.beasleyinsurance.com

Free Quote go to www.beasleyinsurance.com
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Angels do exist
Dear Editor,
 When I heard about a 64-year-
old woman who needed a car, I 
asked why and the answer was: 
Because she needs to live in it. 
Shocked by the answer, I imme-
diately wondered what can I do 
to help. I figured I have about 42 
names on my email list. I started 
my email with the word “imagine” 
and that they did. My angels came 
through for me. Before I knew 
it there was some money and a 
car that was donated which now 
will be used as this 64-year-old 
woman’s new home. I know now 
that she is not alone. Where she is 
planning to park this car, is a park 
which already serves as a back 
drop for several other families and 
individuals living out of their cars.
 What I learned from this experi-
ence is that “angels do exist” and 
that I am blessed with a number of 
them in my life. What I hope your 
readers will learn from this story 
is that they too need to surround 
themselves with good friends and 
like me; they too should count 
their blessings each and every day. 
Because, we never know when 
things can turn and if someone 
would care enough to send out 
an email to 42 of their closest 
friends on our behalf. These are 
my angels and that’s how I know 
they exist: Zinat, Jack, Ninva, Shi-
rin, Parvaneh, Ali, Zizi, Hossein, 

Reza, Roya, Nasser, Farah, Shahab, 
Abbas.

Nasi Ehsani

Tarver came along at a 
crucial time
Dear Editor,
 Thanks for the excellent article 
on former Mayor Ben Tarver (“Ben 
Tarver 1946-2010,” Cover Story, 
Jan. 8, page 14). From my expe-
rience on the Ridge Committee 
and several election campaigns, I 
understood Ben to be politically 
astute, persistent, and tough yet 
caring. He believed strongly in 
preserving the quality of life here. 
He came along at a crucial time 
and without Ben Tarver, Pleas-
anton could have been more like 
Walnut Creek or San Jose than the 
town we enjoy today.

George Reid

Thank you for Tarver 
coverage
Dear Editor,
 Thank you for a wonderful 
piece on Ben Tarver (“Ben Tarver 
1946-2010,” Cover Story, Jan. 8, 
page 14). I’m sure Jeanie and the 
family will appreciate what a thor-
ough picture you created of Ben’s 
contribution to his community. 
It has been forwarded to them so 
they will be sure to read it.

Lisa Beezley

LETTERS

Code of ethics
The Pleasanton Weekly seeks to adhere to the highest level of ethical stan-
dards in journalism, including the Code of Ethics adopted Sept. 21, 1996, 
by the Society of Professional Journalists. To review the text of the Code, 
please visit our web site at www.PleasantonWeekly.com.

 More than 1,900 people were arrested in the Bay Area 
for driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs during 
a regional anti-DUI crackdown over the Christmas and 
New Year’s Day period that began Dec. 18 and ended Jan. 
3. The regional “Avoid” campaign, which involved 125 
Bay Area law enforcement agencies, including Pleasanton’s 
Police Department, netted a total 1,960 arrests. Last year, 
the winter holiday Avoid campaign netted 3,261 arrests in 
the Bay Area. There were five DUI-involved fatal collisions 
in the region during the 2008 enforcement period, while 
there were two this year. More drunken drivers were ar-
rested by California Highway Patrol officers over the New 
Year’s weekend in the Bay Area than in 2009, with 160 
drivers charged with being under the influence, up from 
the 2009 total of 116 during the same reporting period. 
The CHP reported no fatalities on Bay Area highways and 
freeways it patrolled during their Maximum Enforcement 
Period.
 Jan Ford of the Avoid Campaign said the decrease in 
DUI arrests could indicate that drivers have become more 
aware of the dangers of drinking and driving. She called it 
a “tremendous drop this year, which makes us very happy 
because it sounds to us like people are getting the message 
about driving sober.”
 The news was even better in Pleasanton where tough 
police enforcement led to the arrest of 13 drivers on 
suspicion of driving while intoxicated, down one from a 
year ago. Last year, there were two accidents attributed 
to drunken driving; this year there were none. Even the 
number of accidents over the New Year’s weekend was 
down, totaling eight compared to 13 in the same period a 
year ago. The only numbers that increased, in fact, were 
calls to the police department to report problems, but 
Police Capt. Dave Spiller said that’s a number he likes to 
see rise because it shows more residents are watching their 
neighborhoods and helping police by reporting suspicious 
activity. He credits the department’s Outreach program, 
which encourages citizens to call police if they see unusual 
activities near their homes or elsewhere in the city, includ-
ing retail center parking lots. 
 As for New Year’s Eve itself, Spiller said the city was quiet 
and calm, with party-goers celebrating inside and using 
designated drivers if they had to use a car to go home. It’s 
always good news to report no fatalities, few arrests and 
a calm, peaceful community on New Year’s Eve, often the 
most difficult night of the year for police everywhere. ■ 

Stepped-up law enforcement over 
holidays keeps DUI arrests low

EDITORIAL THE OPINION OF THE WEEKLY

 The Pleasanton Weekly encourages comments on our coverage or 
issues of local interest.
 Submit letters to the editor of up to 250 words and guest opinion 
pieces up to 500 words with a short bio to editor@PleasantonWeek-
ly.com. Include your name, address and daytime phone number 
so we can reach you. We reserve the right to edit contributions for 
length, objectionable content, libel and factual errors known to us. 
Anonymous letters will generally not be accepted.
 Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a 
granting of permission to the Pleasanton Weekly and Embarcadero 
Publishing Company to also publish it online, including in our on-
line archives and as a post on Town Square.
 For more information contact Editor Jeb Bing at (925) 600-0840.

YOUR TURN
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Guadalupe “Lupe” M. 
Garcia 
 Guadalupe “Lupe” M. Garcia 
died peacefully Jan. 5 with her 
family by her side at the age of 73. 
 Born Dec. 27, 1936 in Santa 
Paula, Calif. and moved to Pleasan-
ton with her mother and siblings. 
 A member of Catholic Communi-
ty of Pleasanton, she graduated from 
Amador Valley High School in 1955. 
Her first job was with Bank of Amer-
ica located downtown. She worked 
for Pleasanton Unified School Dis-
trict for more than 30 years and in 
the summers at the Alameda County 
Fair. She volunteered at her church, 
while her children attended CCD at 
St. Augustine Catholic Church. 
 She touched many lives in many 
ways with her generosity and kind-
ness, strength and determination 
throughout her life.
 She is survived by her brother, 
Jess; two sisters, Carmen and Fran-
ces; children, Rick, Mike, Cathy 
(Claypool) of Livermore, Dolores 
(Hobaugh) of San Ramon, Ray of 
Pleasanton and Linda of Austin, 
Texas; five grandchildren with a 
granddaughter due any day; and 
many nieces and nephews. She was 
preceded in death by her husband 
of 51 years, Rick, who died in July.

 Services were scheduled to be 
held Jan. 11 and 12. Burial was to 
follow at St. Augustine Cemetery. 
In lieu of flowers, the family re-
spectfully requests that gifts in her 
memory be made to St. Elizabeth 
Seton, Building Fund.

DeWitt “Dee” Clinton 
Wilson
 Surrounded by his family, DeWitt 
“Dee” Clinton Wilson died peacefully 
Jan. 11 in his home in Pleasanton. 
 Mr. Wilson, a former Pleasan-
ton City Councilman (1986-1988), 

Planning Commissioner (1978-
1986), BART director (1973-1975) 
and director of the Alameda County 
Fair Board for 36 years, is profiled 
in this issue’s Around Pleasanton 
column (see page 3).
 A service was scheduled to be 
held Jan. 14 at St. Augustine Cath-
olic Church with burial following 
at Pleasanton Pioneer Cemetery. 
 The family requests donations be 
sent to the Stanford Cardiovascular 
Department at 300 Pasteur Drive, 
Stanford, CA 94305 or to Hope 
Hospice, 6377 Clark Ave., Dublin, 
CA 94568.

OBITUARIES

POLICE REPORT

The Pleasanton Police Department 
made the following information avail-
able. Under the law, those charged 
with offenses are considered innocent 
until convicted.

Jan. 3
Burglary
■ 9:00 p.m. in the 6600 block of Amber 

Lane
Drug/alcohol violations
■ 1:03 a.m. in the 4800 block of 

Drywood Street; underage drinking on 
private property

■ 1:26 a.m. in the 4800 block of 
Hopyard Road; DUI

■ 1:57 a.m. at the intersection of 
Muirwood Drive and Hillview Court; 
public drunkenness

Jan. 4
Theft
■ 9:17 a.m. in the 5800 block of 

Stoneridge Drive; grand theft
■ 1:16 p.m. in the 1300 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road; grand theft
■ 6:16 p.m. in the 1400 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft
Vandalism
■ 1:16 p.m. in the 7000 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road
Drug/alcohol violations
■ 12:22 a.m. at the intersection of 

Santa Rita Road and Stoneridge 
Drive; DUI

■ 5:43 p.m. in the 6000 block of West Las 
Positas Boulevard; public drunkenness

Jan. 5
Theft
■ 7:42 a.m. at the intersection of First 

and Neal streets
■ 8:58 a.m. in the 1100 block of Santa 

Rita Road

■ 4:45 p.m. in the 4400 block of 
Rosewood Drive; identity theft

Vandalism
■ 7:42 a.m. at the intersection of First 

and Neal streets
Drugs for sale possession
■ 9:51 p.m. at the intersection of Third 

and Angela streets

Jan. 6
Theft
■ 5:13 a.m. in the 5200 block of Case 

Avenue; petty theft, stolen property 
possession

■ 3:08 p.m. in the 1800 block of 
Tanglewood Way; identity theft

■ 4:29 p.m. in the 1400 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft

Vehicular burglary
■ 7:41 a.m. in the 4800 block of Case 

Avenue
Vandalism
■ 7:49 a.m. in the 5300 block of Case 

Avenue
Drug/alcohol violations
■ 3:11 p.m. at the intersection of Valley 

Avenue and Koll Center Parkway; DUI
■ 6:35 p.m. in the 5100 block of 

Hopyard Road; under the influence of 
a controlled substance

■ 10:59 p.m. in the 4300 block of 
Foothill Road; DUI, under the influ-
ence of a controlled substance

Loitering
■ 5:13 a.m. in the 5200 block of Case 

Avenue
Threats
■ 3:09 p.m. in the 2300 block of Santa 

Rita Road

Jan. 7
Theft
■ 11:42 a.m. in the 1500 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft
■ 1:03 p.m. in the 4400 block of Valley 

Avenue; grand theft
■ 1:26 p.m. in the 2500 block of Wilde 

Avenue; identity theft
■ 1:40 p.m. in the 4600 block of Bernal 

Avenue; petty theft
■ 4:20 p.m. in the 4500 block of 

Rosewood Drive; petty theft
■ 6:57 p.m. in the 5700 block  of 

Stoneridge Mall Road; embezzlement 
Burglary
■ 9:38 a.m. in the 600 block of Romeo 

Court
Vandalism
■ 9:08 a.m. at the intersection of 

Wyoming and Nevada streets
■ 2:47 p.m. in the 4800 block of 

Harrison Street
Drug/alchol violations
■ 1:17 a.m. in the 1700 block of Santa 

Rita Road; DUI
■ 11:42 a.m. in the 1500 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road; marijuana pos-
session

■ 6:04 p.m. at the intersection of 
Stoneridge and Johnson drives; DUI

■ 9:56 p.m. at the intersection of 
Stoneridge and Johnson drives; driving 
with an open alcohol container

Battery
■ 9:06 a.m. in the 3400 block of 

Cornerstone Court
Threatening calls
■ 10:21 p.m. in the 5300 block of Case 

Avenue

Jan. 8
Theft
■ 7:46 a.m. in the 7300 block of 

Johnson Drive; grand theft
■ 11:02 a.m. in the 3700 block of 

North Hawaii Court; identity theft

■ 1:13 p.m. in the 1100 block of Tiffany 
Lane; grand theft

■ 6:19 p.m. in the 1300 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; shoplifting

Drug/alcohol violations
■ 3:56 p.m. in the 1800 block of Valley 

Avenue; under the influence of a con-
trolled substance, DUI

■ 6:53 p.m. in the 500 block of Main 
Street; public drunkenness

Jan. 9
Theft
■ 1:46 a.m. in the 1700 block of Santa 

Rita Road; petty theft

■ 1:14 p.m. in the 1500 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft

■ 2:29 p.m. in the 2700 block of Huff 
Drive; grand theft

■ 6:12 p.m. in the 1400 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft

Drug/alcohol violations

■ 2:10 a.m. in the 1800 block of Valley 
Avenue; driving with an open alcohol 
container, DUI

WEEKLY MEETING NOTICES

ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  
AND PUBLIC COMMENT IS WELCOME

The above represents a sampling of upcoming meeting items. 
For complete information, please visit  

www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/community/calendar

City Council
Tuesday, January 19, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

appropriation

Continued to February 2, 2010

music

Economic Vitality Committee

Housing Commission

GENERAL INFORMATION
City Hosts Community Workshop on Youth Master Plan 
Update

400 Old Bernal Avenue
• Superior Academic Preparation
• Individualized Montessori Curriculum
• Cultivation of Gifts & Talents
• Emphasis on Thinking Skills & Personal Values
• Chinese & Spanish Language Instruction
• Year-Round, Full-Day Program

3800 Stoneridge Drive
Pleasanton, CA 94588

Jo Anne Camara, Dir.
jcamara@headsup.org

925-485-5750

www.headsup.org

Early Decision Scholarships

Deadline: 2/5/10
Open Houses: 1/16, 1/13, 2/3

$1,000

Hacienda School
CULTIVATING ASTONISHING POTENTIAL!

Community Pulse  ● Transitions
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Individuals
Terry & Dawn Abbey ................................................. **
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Allen ......................................... **
Ron & Kathy Anderson ..........................................200
Geoff Southworth & Jill Anderson..........................100
Martha Annab ...........................................................25
Steve & Cris Annen ................................................100
Mark & Amy Arola ..................................................250
Andrew Bailey & Lauren Purcell ..........................1000
Phil & Kate Barker ..................................................100
Rick & Dawn Barraza .............................................250
John & Bonnie Batty ...............................................250
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Beanland ..................................200
The Belchick & Clausen Families ..........................200
Chris & Glenda Beratlis..........................................500
Eric & Corinne Berendt ............................................. **
Mr. & Mrs. Bielby ....................................................... **
Jan & Jeb Bing .......................................................200
John & Mary Bjorkholm ..........................................100
Rob & Jane Blyther ................................................100
Doug & Beverly Boff ...............................................100
Bob & Beth Borchess ............................................... **
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Boster ............................................. **
M.J. Bouthillier ..........................................................50
Todd & Melissa Brebner ........................................100
Jim Brice & Carole Peterson ..................................... **
Bert & Dee Brook ...................................................200
Ryan Brown & Julie Harryman...............................100
Rod, Christina, Alyssa & Danielle Browning .....100
Gerry & Barbara Brunken ......................................100
James & Kimberly Bruno .........................................50
Kevin & Martha Buck ................................................ **
Doug & Toni Buenz ................................................700
The Buna-Silva Family ..............................................50
Jane Cameron ........................................................250
Frank & Muriel Capilla ............................................... **
Lee & Clare Carlson .................................................. **
Mrs. Terry Messick-Cass & Mr. Barry Cass .... 100
Miguel & Julie Castillo ............................................... **
Mike & Diana Champlin .........................................500
Teddy & Bunny Chang ...........................................100
Gina Channell-Allen .................................................. **
The Chase Family ...................................................... **
Chih-Chiang Chen & Mei-Er T. Lee .........................30
The Christensen Family............................................. **
Carl & Sachiko Churilo .............................................30
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Ciccarello ..............................1500
John & Gretchen Clatworthy ..................................... **
Pauline Coe ............................................................... **
Alan & Carol Cohen ...............................................250
Bob & Jean Cole ....................................................... **
Chris & Linda Coleman ..........................................200
Joe & Sue Compton ...............................................100
Cheryl Cook-Kallio & John Kallio ...........................100
Stuart & Cheryl Craig .............................................250
Joseph & Janet Cristiano .......................................250
Dave Cryer ................................................................50
Isabel Curry ............................................................... **
The Damiani Family ................................................100
Barbara Daniels ......................................................... **
The Darrin Family .....................................................50
Don Cruz Datangan ...............................................415
The David Family ....................................................100
Randall & Elizabeth Davidson ...............................500
Susan Davis ............................................................200
Ed & Kathy Deenihan ................................................ **
Richard & Judith DelTredici .....................................50
Ms. Alice Desrosiers ..............................................100
Alice Desrosiers......................................................100
Sean & Joy Doyle .....................................................50
Mike & Suzanne Dutra .............................................50
Paul & Lorraine Ebright ............................................. **
Jack & Donna Edwards ............................................ **
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Emberton ....................................25
Wayne & Anne Emery ............................................... **
George & Jeanne Emmett ........................................ **

Steve & Linda Ethier .................................................. **
Ms. Joan Evans ........................................................25
Gregory & Susan Evans ........................................100
Jim, Sue, Joe & Matt Falls ........................................ **
Wes & Jean Felton .................................................250
Michael & Katherine Ferreira ...................................50
John & Julie Finegan ..............................................300
Nicole, Ana & Michael Fong ..................................200
Alan & Cleo Foster .................................................... **
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Fredette ...................................... **
The Fu Family .........................................................100
Harold & Gena Gatlin ................................................ **
Mr. & Mrs. Francis Geasa ......................................200
Andrew & Xiaopei Gelb ............................................ **
Doug & Robin Giffin ...............................................100
Terry & Bobby Gillit.................................................100
The Gilpin Family ....................................................250
Kathleen Glancy .......................................................50
Tom & Debby Glassanos .......................................... **
Roy & D’Aun Goble ................................................100
Mark Goodrich ..........................................................20
Frank & Connie Gouveia ..........................................25
Diane Green .............................................................. **
Michael & Deborah Grossman ................................. **
Carol Guarnaccia ...................................................100
Shaun & Jennifer Haggmark .................................... **
Hank & Corrine Hansen .........................................100
Ms. Bernice Hansen.................................................. **
Bob & Betsy Harris .................................................400
Roger & Brenda Harris.............................................. **
Bill & Ellie Haynes ..................................................... **
Tim & Sharyn Henshaw ............................................ **
Pamela Hensley........................................................20
Janice Hermann .....................................................150
Jourdin Hermann ....................................................150
Paul & Ann Hill ........................................................... **
Thomas & Debra Hodgens ....................................... **
Patrick & Melissa Hodous ....................................1000
Sarah Hollister ........................................................100
Garrett & Angela Holmes .......................................100
Charles & Kay Huff .................................................... **
The Hughes Family ................................................200
Ronald & Lety Hyde .................................................. **
Bill & Cathy James .................................................100
Bill & Dodge Jamieson ..........................................100
Steve & Bobby Jensen ..........................................500
Rudy & Marge Johnson .........................................100
Gene & Linda Johnson ............................................50
Ms. Jean P. Jones ..................................................100
Frank & Amy Jones ................................................... **
Gary & Leah Jones ..................................................20
Robert V. Juniper ......................................................50
Gina Kaiper ................................................................ **
Don & Jean Kallenberg ............................................. **
The Kantor Family ..................................................... **
Dick & Peggy Karn.................................................100
Jim & Elaine Keysor ...............................................250
Dorothy Kilpatrick ...................................................... **
Betty  Kirvan ...........................................................100
Jim & Pat Kohen .....................................................100
George & Mary Kozloski ........................................... **
Brad & Jessica LaLuzerne ....................................500
Keith, Michelle & Christopher Lam ........................200
Gary & Mary Lazarotti ............................................... **
Don & Julia Lewis ...................................................... **
Ronald Lingl ..............................................................50
Blaise & Amy Lofland .............................................250
Cameron & Jill Lorentz .............................................. **
Llyod & Kathie Lortz .................................................. **
Walt Lupeika ...........................................................100
Earl & Dorothy Maddox ..........................................100
Shareef & Renee Mahdavi ........................................ **
Mr. & Mrs. A. Malatesta ..........................................100
Srikant, Christina, Ashley & Thomas Mantha ......30
Ron & Staci Marchand .............................................. **
The Markel Ohana ..................................................250

Since the launch of the 2009 Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund, a total of $416,385 has been 
raised.

BOLLINGER NAIL SALON LOCATIONS

Pleasanton (across from Tully's Coffee)
310 Main Street Suite D . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (925) 484-4300 

Livermore (next to the Bankhead Theater)
2375 Railroad Ave . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (925) 455-6800 

www.Bollingernailsalon.com

Elegant and Relaxing
Personalized Professional  

Nail Care

Pleasanton location

Host a Party—For birthdays, bridal showers  
or friends who want to have a unique  
and fun get together, arrange a private  

party at Bollinger Nail Salon.

Learn the proper way to begin and continue an on-going yoga practice. 
Yoga brings strength and flexibility to body and mind.  

All ages welcome – from 13 to 73!   

No experience necessary. Class size LIMITED to 30! Class fills up quickly.

CALL 925-819-9983 to RESERVE a spot.
Classes 7-days a week. Visit our website at: www.pleasantonyoga.com

Advanced Studies Program, Pre-natal Yoga, Restorative Yoga,  
Therapeutic Yoga, 6:00 a.m. Yoga Classes

Think you’re too OLD for YOGA?
Do you need more FLEXIBILITY?
Are you ready to feel GOOD again?

Introduction to Yoga
An 8-week series
Wednesday nights – 7:15 p.m. - 8:45 p.m.
Feb 3rd – Mar 24th, 2010
$104 for all 8-sessions

220-B Division Street  
Pleasanton

Downtown Yoga    220-B Division Street    Pleasanton, CA 94566    (925) 819-9983

Thank you to all of 
the Holiday Fund donors!

Thank you to all of 
the Holiday Fund donors!
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Doug & Raeia Marshall ............................ 100
Mrs. Violet Masini ....................................... 50
Pete & June Mason ......................................**
Ken & Barbara McDonald ...........................**
Jeff McGary .............................................. 100
Nancy McGhee & Clayton Newman ....... 200
Don & Lynn McGlinchy ............................ 200
Colleen McKean ....................................... 100
Robert Horton & Cathy Medich ............... 100
Evan & Debra Miller .....................................**
Rodger, Laura & Stephanie Miller ............. 50
Phil & Doris Mitchell ................................. 100
Mr. & Mrs. John Moffat .................................**
Frank & Teresa Morgan ................................**
Ruth Morlock............................................. 100
Tom & Patrice Morrow .............................. 200
Jill Denise Mosser .................................... 240
Miyoshi Narasaki ........................................ 25
Jeff & Kathy Narum .................................. 100
Fred & Cathe Norman .............................. 100
Ann M. Nugent & Jim Walberg ................ 400
Greg & Janet  O’Connor ..............................**
The O’Farrell Family .....................................**
Mr. & Mrs. John O’Neill ................................**
Clint & Tina Onderbeke ...............................**
Mr. & Mrs. Daryn Oxe .............................. 100
Norman & Joyce Pacheco ...........................**
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Paris ......................................**
Bill Parker .................................................... 40
The Pearce Family .................................... 100
Mrs. Anne Pearson ..................................... 50
Joe & JoAnn Pennisi ....................................**
Bob & Orley Philcox ................................. 500
Tom & Patty Powers .....................................**
Ms. Felice Price ........................................ 250
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Purves .................................**
Marc & Becky Randall ............................. 500
The Reeves Family ..................................... 50
George, Susan & Karen Reid .................. 100
Jeanie Reitzell ........................................... 100
Mike & Lori Rice ....................................... 250
The Richwood Family ............................... 100
The Ristow Family ........................................**
Bob & Judy Robichaud ........................... 100
Herminia Romes ......................................... 20
Terry & Alyce Rossow .............................. 200
Ron & Carol Russo ..................................... 25
Bill & Pat Ruvalcaba ................................. 300
Douglas & Mary Safreno .......................... 100
Mr. & Mrs.  Samel .........................................**
John & Sheila Sanches ................................**
Owen & Rebecca Saupe .............................**
The Sborov Family ........................................**
Dale & Carlotta Schauer ............................ 25
John & Cecilia Schieber ........................ 1500
Rose M. Schoop ......................................... 25
Tim & Belinda Schultz .............................. 100
Peter Schulze................................................**
Howard Scott ............................................ 100
Chris & Cecile Seams ..................................**
Bill & Audrey Sears ......................................**
Howard & Emilie Seebach ......................... 50
Dr. & Mrs. Gerald Severin ........................ 100
John & Barbara Severini .......................... 500
Sonal & Ajay Shah ........................................**
Steve & Bonnie Shamblin ........................ 100
Ron & Lonnie Shaw .................................. 100
Larry & Carol Shaw ......................................**
T.H. & S. J. Shen ....................................... 100
John & Jackie Shurtleff ............................ 100
Joe & Sue Silva ............................................**
Bob Silva ................................................... 100
Richard & Corrie Simon ...............................**
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Spangler ..................... 100
Mike & Kerry Jo Stephan ......................... 100
Duane & Donna Stevens .............................**
John & Kay Stewart ......................................**
Nancy Storch ................................................**
George & Hillary Strain ............................ 250
Jack & Carol Sum..................................... 100
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Swanson .........................**
Robert & Carole Sygiel............................. 100
The Jeffrey Family ........................................**
Shel & Vivian Thorson .............................. 100

Deborah Tomlin ........................................ 100
Jim & Debbie Tracy ......................................**
Mike & Lillian Tsai ..................................... 100
Mark & Kathy Tucker ....................................**
The Ulrich Family ..........................................**
Carlo & Geraldine Vecchiarelli ................. 100
The VerKuilen Family ....................................**
The Villegas Family ......................................**
Thomas Wardrope .................................... 100
Glenn & Janet Wenig ............................... 100
Walter & Martha Wensel .......................... 100
Mr. Stephen V. Wickersham .........................**
Mr. Horace Robert Williams ..................... 500
Ralph & Pat Williams .................................. 50
Kristen Winslow ............................................**
Craig & Karen Wissman ...............................**
George & Carol Withers ........................... 100
Robert & Joyce Wong .............................. 200
The Yamamoto Family ..................................**
Steve & Becky Yeffa ................................. 100
Esther Yu, Kaelan Song & Eric Song ........130
The Zong Family ....................................... 100

Businesses and Organizations
Accusplit / Pedometer Wellness Team......200
Amador Valley Lions Club ....................... 300
AST POS .......................................................**
Bay East Association of Realtors ........... 2500
Bay East Association of Realtors Livermore 

Marketing Association .......................... 250
Bay Valley Medical Group ...........................**
Brown & Cold, An Accountancy 

Corporation ...............................................**
California Self Defense Consultants ........ 200
Camp Character ...........................................**
Charla’s Pampered Pets ............................ 50
David & Sue Flashberger / Flashberger 

Realtors ................................................. 500
DeBernardi Development Construction & Re-

modeling ...................................................**
Dublin Tool & Manufacturing ................... 100
East Bay Insurance & Financial 

Services ............................................ 250
Event Credit Card Auction Sales ........... 1250
Extensions Physical Therapy .......................**
Garcia Door & Window ................................**
Hacienda Bunco Group ............................. 60
Hometown GMAC Real Estate ....................**
Isberg Nott Company...................................**
Karen E. Morliengo, LMFT ......................... 75
Keller Williams Realty Tri-Valley Cares ....2500
Kim Ott and Associates, Inc. ................... 250
L.L. Cox “Business Account” ..................... 20
Landmark Lending .......................................**
LawTech .................................................... 100
Lipman Insurance Administrators, Inc. ...1000
Livermore Amador Valley LPA ................. 100
Livermore Lions Club ............................... 300
M. Block & Sons / Patrick McMullen ...........**
Mathnasium ..................................................**
Mission Pipe & Cigar Shop ...................... 150
Online Resources Corporation, Valley Real 

Estate Network - Keller Williams .......... 250
PIPE CAM, Inc. ......................................... 295
Pleasanton Fairways Ladies Golf 

Club................................................. 300
Pleasanton Pet Sitting ................................ 50
Pleasanton Properties Real Estate, Inc., 

The Fabulous Properties Team .......... 1000
Ponderosa Homes ........................................**
PUSD Retired Secretary’s Lunch Bunch .....**
SA Real Estate Services .......................... 700
Senior Sales Consultant ........................... 500
Special Termite, Inc. ................................. 200
Stan Angelov ................................................**
Susan Sparber, CMT ....................................**
Sycamore Heights Bunco Babes ................**
Tahara Detox & Weightloss Center .............**
The Karena Lee Sanford Charitable 

Foundation ................................................**
The Pleasanton - Livermore Junior Women’s 

Club ....................................................... 500
Tri-Valley YMCA ............................................**
Unlimited Success, Inc. ........................... 250
Vagaro.com ..................................................**

Valley Marketing Association ................. 4500
Wednesday Tennis Gals ..............................**

As A Gift For
Tricia Martin - Love, Dad, Mom, and 

Sparklie .....................................................**
V & A Johnstone ...........................................**
From: Friends of Joan .............................. 100
Garrett Cesaretti ...........................................**
Steven Cesaretti ...........................................**
Bertie Wilson .................................................**
Jill Lindross ...................................................**
Dave & Kris Snyder & Ross & Sheri Kapp 

from Jim & Diane Brittain .........................**
Jim & Diane Brittain & Dave & Kris Snyder 

from Ross & Sheri Kapp ..........................**
The Francis’, Otvos’ & Malatesta’s from 

The Schussel’s ..........................................**
Adrian & Bernie Wong from Alex & Kit 

Wong ......................................................**
Ross & Sheri Kapp & Jim & Diane Brittain 

from Dave & Kris Snyder .........................**
Frank & Ann Lordman .............................. 100
Jim & Holly Oswalt ..................................... 50

In Honor of
Grandmas Adeline & Eva ........................ 100
Daggett Children & Grandchildren .............**
Auntie Junk & Uncle Stevie from The Silcox 

Family ...................................................... 50
The Staff of Pleasanton Nursing & Rehab 

Center from Leslie Rutledge ....................**
Karissa, Chelsea, Sarah, Dashell & 

Desmond ..................................................**
Our Military from The Gualandri 

Family .............................................. 100
Jana Grant from Steve & Jori Grant .......100
Bobbie Jensen, Capt. Callippe 

Niners .............................................. 100
Barb, Kevin, Michael & David Brooks from 

Dan & Lou ............................................. 250
Rev. Paul Henshaw & Rev. Kim Risedorph 

from Rev. Gary & Debbi Grundman ......**
The Staff of Lynewood United Methodist 

Church, Diana, Cindie, Donna, Carlene, 
Michelle & George from Rev. Gary & 
Debbi Grundman ...................................**

My Grandchildren from Doris A. Slater .......**
Our Military from The Cederquist Family ....**
A special group of employees City of 

Pleasanton .......................................... 1000

In Memory of
Our Mom Lora from Dmitriy & Lada 

Kosarikov ..................................................**
Gene Rega ................................................. 25
Gam & Papa Abbott from The Casey 

Family ........................................................**
Laura Maya ...................................................**
Nicholas Daniel Lesser ................................**
Verna Mae Silva from Steve & Kathy 

McNichols ........................................... 1000
Tony Paradiso & Gene Paradiso from Dorene 

Paradiso-Carroll ........................................**
Dan Gabor from Ann Gabor .................... 125
Linda Scherschel  ...................................... 50
Doris T. Walberg from Todd & Brenda 

Walberg ................................................. 100
Rob Meierding .......................................... 100
Aldo Macor ...................................................**
Gene Strom, Keith Strom & William Kolb from 

Carol (Kolb) Strom ....................................**
Mary Erickson from Al Copher .................. 50
Matt Rybicki & Michael Conner from Jerry & 

Josine Pentin ........................................ 100
Althea McGill from The Grimes Family ........**
Tom & Karen Elsnab from Nancy T. Elsnab .... **
Clifford Cowan from Mrs. Nancy Cowan.....**
Lindsey Jones ..............................................**
Nick Del Boccio ............................................**
Rick Aguiar from Nancy Aguiar Fargis .......**
In Loving Memory of Brian Melin from 

Patricia Melin ........................................ 100

John A. Mavridis from Mr. & Mrs. Ted 
Mavridis .....................................................**

Teddy & Arthur Adams............................. 100
Our Grandparents from The Grimes 

Family ........................................................**
Liz Ray from Alex & Emily Corbishley .........**
Marilyn Bowe from James Bowe ............... 50
Ed Kinney, George Spiliotopolous, Hank 

Gomez, Ralph Romero & Roger Dabney 
from Ken Mercer ................................... 400

John Silva .................................................. 100
Hilda Gutierrez from Martin & Amory 

Gutierrez ...................................................**
Lola Palladino ........................................... 100
Bill & Ann Brown ...........................................**
Bob Williams .................................................**
Jim Snodgrass ..............................................**
Norma Holway from Joe & Janice Biggs ....**
Beverly Oberg from Ed & Holly Heuer ........**
Grampa Ray & Grampa Tom from Jeff, Annie 

& Kevin ......................................................**
Don Foreman ............................................ 100
Marie Petrone from Jim & Kate Anderson ..... **
Susan Dawson from Mark & Janet 

Mullaney ........................................... 150
Dick Waldron from Mrs. Virginia Waldron ...**
Karl K. Witze ............................................. 500
Betty Patrick from Chuck & Joan Brown .....**
Stan Kallo from Blake & Suzanne 

Heitzman .................................................300
Jackie Barnett ............................................. 25
Roger Dabney from Mrs. Marty Zarcone ....**
Sarah Lees from Mr. & Mrs. Donald Person **
Michael & June Carboni from Richard & 

Nancy Shockley .................................... 100
Bob, David & Jodi Armknecht ................. 150
Anthony Prima from Daniel & Teresa Morley 

& Family ....................................................**
Marge Schaefer & Skip Mohatt from Tom & 

Barb Treto .................................................**
May, Harold & Mike Consedine from The 

Hamm Family ........................................ 100
Dave Chestnut from Tim & Teri Bush ..........**
Kyle O’Connor from The Dadrass Family .... **
MaryAnn Butler, Gil & Juanita Haugen & 

Brent Lovell from The Bob Group ............**
Kittie, Edward & Margie Turnbull .................**
Gerald Grater Love from Laurie Woods .. 150
Mary May ......................................................**
Fred Elling .....................................................**
Floyd Bueno from Gil & Gretchen 

Zaballos .......................................... 100
Bonnie Zenter ........................................... 100
Dorothy Gordon ............................................**
Allan Hillman, Randy & Margie Warner... 100
Hank Gomez from Frank, Debra & 

Dorothy ............................................ 125
Ernie Bridges from The Bridges Family ......**
Laura Mayo from Don & Nancy Shelton .....**
Grandpa Dot from The Reedy Family .........**
Howard Hill from Sally Hill ............................**
David DeBernardi from Connie 

DeBernardi ....................................... 150
Mary DeBernardi from Connie 

DeBernardi ....................................... 150
Joe Hatfield from Helen Hatfield..................**
Jeffrey J. Alves from Ed & Dorlene 

Alves ............................................... 100
Ernest Alverson from Bill & Janis 

Alverson ............................................. **
Elizabeth Stewart & Lisa Lum from Gordon & 

Elite Stewart .......................................... 200
Doris Cink & Charles Glass from Vern & 

Tracy Cink ............................................ **
Maurice I. Smith from Carol Smith & Family 

50
Karen & Tom Elsnab & Chuck Volonte from 

Jon & Linda Elsnab .......................... 150
Bill Haraughty from Anita Haraughty ...... **
Ralph Romero from The Coffee Guys at 

Vic’s Cafe .......................................... 140
John Bell from Phoebe Bell .........................**

HOLIDAY FUND

**The asterisk designates that the donor did not want to publish the amount of the gift.
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 Pamela Ott, the city’s economic 
development manager, is more opti-
mistic, saying the economic outlook 
is better than a year ago. She is 
working with the Pleasanton Down-
town Association and retail centers 
throughout the city on a marketing 
plan that will promote Pleasanton 
throughout the Bay Area.
 “We’re doing everything we can 
to find new businesses and encour-
age them to come to Pleasanton,” 
Ott said. “Everyone has managed to 
hang on through the worst of times. 
It’s looking a bit brighter.”
 “I think all of us have been anx-
iously waiting for 2010, and thank-
fully, here it is,” said Judy Wheeler, 
owner of the Towne Center Books 
on Main Street. “During the last 
quarter of the year, customers were 
much more upbeat about shopping 
and spending in general. What was 
especially heartening were the com-
ments so many made about the need 
to shop and dine in Pleasanton.”
 “I think the message we’ve been 
pushing is finally registering,” said 
Melanie Sadek, owner of Murphy’s 
Paw, also on Main Street. “We’ve 
been pointing out to customers that 
we have an important asset in our 
historic downtown, but merchants 
need the public’s support if we’re 
going to survive and grow.”
 New stores and restaurants are ex-
pected to fill vacancies downtown, 
including a bid to rent the large former 
Domus building. A new owner will 
re-open in the former Panda Restau-
rant next month with both Redcoats 
and The Farmer Restaurant expected 
to expand night time entertainment 
venues.
 Sadek points out that economists 
are pinning their forecasts for bet-
ter times on the growth and better 
profits of small businesses across the 
country.
 “When it comes to small busi-
nesses that can use that kind of sup-
port, we’re right here in downtown 
Pleasanton,” Sadek said. “Come and 
see us.”
 Generally, restaurants enjoyed full 
houses during much of the holi-
days, with managers crediting the 
popularity of the city’s outdoor ice 
rink for increased business, helped, 
too, by the free horse-drawn car-
riage rides that attracted hundreds 
to downtown stores.
 Also popular were gift cards avail-

2010
OUTLOOK

COVER STORY

WHAT’S AHEAD IN THE NEW YEAR FOR PLEASANTON

BY JEB BING

While many economists believe the recession ended in the middle of 2009, 

local analysts are still waiting for better results before agreeing that Pleas-

anton and the Tri-Valley are out of the woods. Office vacancies in Hacienda Busi-

ness Park continue to hover at 25 percent, a record high, although Kaiser is now 

moving employees into two buildings it has acquired from Oracle and Roche is 

expanding. James Paxson, head of the Hacienda Business Park Owners Asso-

ciation, called it “a very cloudy crystal ball” that we’re looking at right now.

From L-R: Residents 
gather downtown at 

the popular Farm-
ers’ Market, where 

more shoppers 
are heading this 

year. Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, is 
taking more from 

local governments 
and cutting school 

funds. Wrestling 
with those cuts 

are school board 
members  (from 
left) Pat Kernan, 
Valerie Arkin, Jim 

Ott, Jaime Hintzke 
and Chris Grant. 

JEB BING
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able in any denomination that are 
good at more than 60 downtown 
stores and restaurants. Wheeler said 
those who received them as gifts are 
dining and shopping downtown, some 
for the first time, with the value of the 
hundreds of gifts cards sold averaging 
$100. The cards, which are sold at 
Wheeler’s store and by the PDA, will 
be offered throughout 2010.
 Because of the recession and con-
cern over stable tax revenue, the 
city of Pleasanton postponed con-

sideration of new capital projects, 
although it has continued funding 
the construction of the Firehouse 
Arts Center on Railroad Avenue. The 
facility will open later this spring 
and it’s expected to attract more 
restaurants, late-night refreshment 
stops and other retailers to its loca-
tion on Railroad Avenue. Retailers 
are also pressing for improvements 
to Division Street to turn it into a 
vibrant walkway connecting the the-
ater and Main Street.
 Real estate, in the doldrums for 
the last three years, also could see a 
better year. Rick Turley of Coldwell 
Banker Residential Brokerage, said 
the local market is benefiting from 
bargain hunting at the entry-level 

segment with prices, low interest 
rates, and tax credits so first-time 
buyers can afford to buy in Pleasan-
ton. Turley cites statistical evidence 
that residential real estate in the 
Tri-Valley may have hit bottom with 
resale prices starting to rise and 
buyer interest accelerating.
 Commercial real estate transac-
tions are also expected to improve 
during the year with Brad Hirst of 
Equity Enterprises reporting that his 
firm had two offers on commercial 

condos in Livermore just this week.
 “Globally, we’ve heard and read 
a lot of positive things in the mar-
ket, but it’s not been that kind of a 
turnaround here, at least not yet,” 
Hirst said. “I do see less doom and 
gloom moving into the new year, 
albeit with more ebbs and flows. The 
commercial market is definitely get-
ting better, but I don’t hear anyone 
saying that business is robust.”
 Steve Clarkson of Heritage Invest-
ment said he is even pleasantly sur-
prised by the near-glowing optimism 
in both the stock market and the 
investment community.
 “The pundits in the trade press 
seem to be fairly positive, writing 
that they see the market getting back 

to where it was in a year or two,” 
Clarkson said. A board member of 
the Pleasanton Chamber of Com-
merce Foundation, Clarkson said 
he’s perplexed by the enthusiasm 
on Wall Street and what he calls 
its “mini-bull-run at a time when 
federal spending and a falling dollar 
should raise a yellow flag.
 “It’s clearly much better than a 
year ago and 2010 looks good for 
investors,” Clarkson said.
 Paxson shares Clarkson’s caution. 
He’s especially concerned about Cali-
fornia’s $20-billion debt burden that 
is now affecting regional and local 
governments and school districts.
 “Even though some sectors in the 
East Bay’s private sector are doing 
well in the new year, government 
agencies also represent a huge em-
ployment sector where we may see 
considerable downsizing.”
 Paxson also cited the closing 
scheduled this spring of the NUMMI 
plant in Fremont, where as many as 
4,400 workers could lose their jobs. 
A number of them live in Pleasanton 
and some Pleasanton commercial 
businesses have business dealings 
with NUMMI.
 The new year also presents a chal-
lenge to Dave Rice, president of the 
Tri-Valley Community Foundation. 
Even with some improvement in the 
economy, Rice said the ripple effect 
from the recession is still causing 
economic and health problems for 
hundreds in the Tri-Valley who have 
lost their jobs and not been able to 
find new ones.
 “Even if they see their business 
improving, employers are still reluc-
tant to add more to their payroll be-
cause of the ongoing uncertainties,” 
Rice said. “That’s putting enormous 
pressure on charitable organizations 
who find demand for their services 
growing with fewer contributions 
coming in to pay those costs.”
 Sadek, owner of the specialty shop 
Murphy’s Paw, heads a group of re-
tailers who are keeping their stores 
open more nights during the weeks 
and offering discounts for restaurant 
diners and shoppers.
 “We have weathered the storm 
of 2009 and are now positioned to 
build our businesses in 2010,” she 
said. “Being a pet store owner, I just 
hope the people of Pleasanton will 
help by shopping downtown — and 
perhaps owning more dogs.”  ■

These days,
every penny counts.

BOB MCGLINCHY, CLU
Insurance Agent
925.846.0880
1987 Santa Rita Road Ste E
bobmcglinchy@allstate.com
CA Lic: 0627529

I help safe drivers save up to 26%.
Frugality is back. But it’s not all bad. Some of us 
are actually enjoying the hunt for new ways to 
save. Here’s one: drive safely. You can save up 
to 26%. And that’s just for starters. Call me first 
to get the discounts you deserve.

Discounts are subject to terms, conditions and availability. Actual savings will vary. Allstate Indemnity 
Company, Northbrook, IL. © 2009 Allstate Insurance Company

FIRST LESSON 
FREE!

Learn to dance from 
Arthur Murray’s 

professional dance 
teachers with personal 

one-on-one lessons, 
group classes, 

and practice parties. 
Call today!

www.ArthurMurrayLive.com

Learn to DANCE and have FUN doing it.

Hayward
510-537-8706

Livermore
925-456-5556

Redwood City
650-216-7501

Gift 
Certifi cates

Available

Couples 
& Singles 
Invited

TEEN MALE ANGER MANAGEMENT
For high school students 13-18 years

Register Now!
 

 

www.axishealth.org

Western Garden Nursery
2756 Vineyard Ave.  (925) 462-1760

Free Pruning Classes
Conducted by Lita Gates, CCNP

 Roses   Saturday Jan. 16
  Sunday Jan. 17

  Saturday Jan. 30
  Sunday Jan. 31

Japanese Maples

Saturday classes start at 10:00 A.M., Sunday classes start at 1:00 P.M.

2010 roses have arrived

Professional pruning service is available

JEB BING

Judy Wheeler, owner of Towne Center Books downtown, said she is anxiously 
awaiting this year’s prospects, adding that late 2009 sales figures at her store were 
promising as customers reported feeling upbeat.

GOVERNOR’S OFFICE EMILY WEST
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N e w  Pr i ce !
. 4 1 / o z .

600 Main St. #F
Downtown Pleasanton

(facing Division Street)

925-271-7708

"

www.yolatea.com

Now 
Serving
Artisan Gourmet hot tea!
Enjoy a complimentary hot tea 
with purchase of any crepe!

Off er expires 1/31/10

ON THE 
TOWN

EEEE 

AMERICAN
Eddie Papa’s American 
Hangout
4889 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
469-6266. Winner of The Pleasanton 
Weekly’s Reader Choice Awards for 
“Best  American Food Restaurant” 
and “Best Meal under $20”, Eddie 
Papa’s American Hangout celebrates 
the regional food and beverage 
cultures of America. Bring the whole 
family to enjoy iconic dishes from 
across the United States, Old World 
Hospitality, and hand crafted artisan 
cocktails. www.eddiepapas.com

BARBECUE
Red Smoke Grill
4501 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
734-0307. Home of the Tri Tip and 
Blue, Red Smoke Grill was Voted 
Reader’s Choice Best 2006, 2007, 
2008. Dine in or take out rotisserie 
chicken, ribs, prawns, salads and tri 
tip, or pulled pork sandwiches. Relax 
with a beer or a bottle of wine. Visit 
www.redsmokegrill.com. 

BREWPUB/ALEHOUSE
The Hop Yard American 
Alehouse and Grill 
3015H Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
426-9600. Voted Best Watering Hole 
in Pleasanton, The Hop Yard offers 
30 craft beers on tap as well as great 
food. The full-service menu includes 
appetizers, salads and grilled fare that 
will bring you back time and again. 
Banquet facilities available. On the 
web at www.hopyard.com.

470 Market Place, San Ramon, 
277-9600. Featuring a giant 8-foot 
projection screen for major sporting 
events, they also feature 30 beers on 
tap and a great grill. Go in for the 
beer, go back for the food. More at 
www.hopyard.com.

ITALIAN
Pastas Trattoria
405 Main St., Pleasanton, 417-2222. 
Pastas Trattoria has been an elegant 
atmosphere and a one-of-a-kind 
menu. We feature steaks, seafood 
and our famous pasta, plus a superb 
selection of spirits and fine wines. 
Reserve our banquet facilities for 
large parties, up to 70 guests. 

To have your restaurant 

listed in this dining 

directory, please call 

the Pleasanton Weekly 

Advertising Department 

at (925) 600-0840

Weekly
Pleasanton

PRINT & ONLINE

AU T H E N T I C
 H O M E - S T Y L E  I TA L I A N 

R E G I O N A L  C U I S I N E 
W I T H  A  R E F I N E D  F L A I R

270-0500  425-0099
680 Main Street 

Downtown Pleasanton

amaronepleasanton.com

What a surprise!
An Italian restaurant with 
an Italian Chef and Italian 

Management

10% OFF
Monday - Thursday

5pm - 7pm 
Expires 1-31-10

FRI 1/15 ★ MICHAEL PAUL BAND

SAT 1/16 ★ ROUGH PUPPIES

FRI 1/22 ★ RODEO HOUSE

SAT 1/23 ★ BILLY MARTINI, 
    A 70’S TRIBUTE BAND

LIVE MUSIC & DANCING 
Every Friday & Saturday Night 

8 - 12 pm at The Farmer!

925.399.6690
855 Main Street, Downtown Pleasanton  ★  www.thefarmerrestaurant.com

Our Last Champagne Sunday Brunch...Jan 24th
Until Easter & Mother’s Day

Enjoy our Regular Breakfast Menu

NFL PLAYOFFS WEEKEND

ROAD TO SUPER BOWL SUNDAY

 TAILGATE PARTY 
MIAMI STYLE

FEB. 7TH 11-3
BEER SPECIALS

KICKOFF AT 3 PM

At The Historic Pleasanton Hotel

  $2 DRAFT BEERS
DURING GAMETIME SATURDAY & SUNDAY

$5 BLOODY MARY BAR ON SUNDAY
  

Karaoke Night 
with Ed!

Girls Just Want to Have Fun! 
with DJ Baltazar ★ Food & Drinks Specials

WEDNESDAYS 8 P.M.

THURSDAYS 8 - 12 P.M.NEW

Voted  
“Best Thai  

Restaurant”

www.littlehomethai.com
Mon-Sun • Lunch 11am-3pm  

 Dinner 5-9:30pm

4000 Pimlico Dr., Ste. 106 
Pleasanton

(925) 251-9877
Fax (925) 251-9881

6601 Dublin Blvd., Ste.B
Dublin

(925) 828-8218
Fax (925) 825-8221

2009

Dinner Special
15% Off

2 entree minimum. Not valid with any 
other offer or on take out. One coupon  

per table. Expires 2/15/10

Little Home Thai Cuisine
Best Thai Food in the Bay Area Since 1996

Sa
nt

a 
Ri

ta
 R

d.

Pimlico Dr.

McDonald’s
580

N

GRAND 

OPENING

3037-G Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton (At Valley Ave in Hopyard Village)

925-485-4500
www.LaViteRestaurant.com

“THE EUPHORIA OF FINE ITALIAN FOOD.”

Open for Lunch and Dinner

15% discount - Lunch Only
one coupon per table limited to 6 guests.

Best Italian 
Restaurant!

2009

Chinese Restaurant Serving Dim Sum
All Day Long

We Deliver!!

5588-B Springdale Ave.
Pleasanton, CA 94588

Tel: (925) 734-0222
Fax: (925) 734-0242

www.trivalleyseafood.com

Best Chinese Cuisine & Dim Sum

Authentic Japanese
Sushi Bar  Tempura  Teriyaki Sushi

Lunch  Dinner  Catering

Best Sushi/Japanese Restaurant

925.462.3131
3015-K Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton

(in the Hopyard Village Shopping Center)

2009

Owner Operated  
For 25 Years Makoto Sato

Open Tues. – Sun.

JAPANESE CUISINE



Pleasanton Weekly • January 15, 2010 • Page 15

Auditions
AUDITIONS FOR VALLEY CONCERT 
CHORALE Auditions for Mozart’s 
Requiem are from 5 to 7 p.m. Jan. 
11 and 18 at First Presbyterian 
Church, 4th and L streets, 
Livermore. Call 462-4205 to sched-
ule an appointment. 

Author Visits
MAGGIE ANTON, AUTHOR, RASHI’S 
DAUGHTERS Maggie Anton, best-
selling author of the “Rashi’s 
Daughters” trilogy, will be at 
Congregation Beth Emek, 3400 
Nevada Ct., at 7:30 p.m. Jan. 17. 
Admission is $5 and refreshments 

will be served. Learn about life in 
medieval France and its fascinating 
similarities to our lives and modern 
times. Call 931-1055. 

Clubs
SENATOR ELLEN CORBETT SPEAKS 
IN DUBLIN TriValley Democratic 
Club presents California Senator 
Ellen Corbett at 7 p.m. Jan. 18 at 
IBEW 595 Hall, 6250 Village Pkwy., 
Dublin. Call 451-4303 or visit 
www.trivalleydems.com. 

Events
16TH ANNUAL BURNS SUPPER The 
Pleasanton-Blairgoworie-Fergus-
Sister City Organization is celebrat-

ing its 16th annual Burns Supper 
Jan. 30 at the Pleasanton Marriott. 
The event honors Robert Burns, 
the Bard of Scotland, in memory, 
song and poems. Tickets are $65 
or $600 for a group. RSVP by Jan. 
20. Visit www.pbfsco.org or call 
Malcom Carden, 510-654-7627. 

OPTIMAL HEALTH SPECTRUMS OPEN 
HOUSE Open house from 4 to 7 
p.m. Jan. 16 at Optimal Health 
Spectrums, 4463 Stoneridge Drive, 
Suite A. Learn new information 
about wellness, plus free skin care 
and makeup samples, wine and 
healthy snacks. Register at www.
optimalhealthspectrums.com. 

PEACE ART Explore peace with the 
community as they create art, word, 
music and dance in the name of 

ON THE TOWN ● CALENDAR

824 Main Street, Pleasanton, CA 94566

GRAND OPENING

Offer expires 1/10/10. 
Not to be combined with any 

other coupon or offer.

20% OFF

Come and experience the newest attraction in downtown 
Pleasanton. Enjoy the authentic Vietnamese cuisine and let 
us bring you our unique fl avor.

We specialize in:

201 Main Street, Downtown Pleasanton
Open 7 days a week, 7am-2pm

Voted Best Diner/
Coffee Shop

BREAKFAST & LUNCH
Patio DiningServi

ng

See our online coupon
www.vicsallstar.com

New York Eggs Benedict
West Coast Crab Benedict
Hawaiian Loco Moco
Texas Chicken Fried Steak and Eggs
San Francisco Joe’s Special

Denver and New Orleans Omelets
Alaskan Sourdough Pancakes
Maine Blueberry Pancakes
Pennsylvania Dutch Strawberry Waffl es
Southern Fried Chicken and Waffl es
plus much more!

2009

Winner 
“Best American Food Restaurant” 

and “Best Meal Under $20”

Come hangout this weekend for brunch
Regional breakfast classics from across the country 

served 10am-2pm Saturday and Sunday

www.hopyard.com

PLEASANTON
(925) 426-9600
3015-H Hopyard Road

2009

30 BEERS ON TAP 
Most Menu Items  

Under $10

Join us for the 
"Beer Drinker 
Bailout Hour!"

$1.50 Off 
ALL Beers! 

Sunday-Thursday  
3:30pm to 5:30pm

Ristorante
The Taste Of Italy In Bay Area

Enjoy your favorite Italian dishes with our 
seasonal menu and daily specials

925.462.9299
349 Main St., Downtown Pleasanton 

www.fontinas.com

AWARD-WINNING 
RESTAURANT FEATURING:

TRY OUR NEW WINES! 
Special 3 course meal on selected entree.
(Includes: Soup or Salad, Entree, Dessert)

$24.99 Per Person

 Join Our VIP Card Program
 3 New Specialties Every Week
 Seasonal & Vegetarian Menus
 Full Bar - Featuring Premium 

Cocktails
 Open Patio
 Weekend Champagne Brunch 
Children’s Menu

   Kids eat free Mon & Tues

2009

Barone’s Restaurant

"Most Romantic Restaurant"
New Happy Hours
4:00pm - 6:00pm

Thank you for voting us 
3 years in a row!

on Weekends 

475 Saint John | Pleasanton | 426-0987

WWW.INDIAGARDENCUISINE.COM
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

With this coupon only. 
Cannot combine offers. 
Must present coupon. 

* Entrees only.
Expires 1/31/10

RESTAURANT & BAR
TO GO FOOD • DINE-IN • CATERING

(925) 485-4800

LUNCH BUFFET 11 AM - 3 PM  (MON-FRI) • FINE DINING 5 PM - 10 PM

With this coupon only. 
Cannot combine offers. 
Must present coupon. 

Expires 1/31/10
With this coupon only. 
Must present coupon. 

Expires 1/31/10

INDIA GARDEN
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peace as we remember Martin Luther 
King, Jr. The event is at 9:30 a.m. Jan. 
18 at UCC Livermore, 1886 College 
Ave., Livermore. Designed to be chil-
dren/youth friendly as well as inter-
generational. It will include listening 
to the words of Martin Luther King, 
Jr. A $3-$5 donation is suggested. 
Email Jen@jenlock.com. 

Exhibits
THE ART OF QUILTING: LANDSCAPE 
IMPRESSIONS Alexander’s Fine Art, 
608-G Main St., hosts “The Art of 
Quilting: Landscape Impressions” 
by Denise Oyama Miller and Nancy 
Ryan. Artists reception is from 6 to 
9 p.m. Jan. 15 and discussions with 
the artists is from 1 to 4 p.m. Jan. 
16. Call 846-6015 or visit www.
alexandersfineart.com. 

Film
POWER TRIP This film is a humor-
ous, heartbreaking look at the 
culture clash between American 
corporate power suppliers and citi-
zens of post-Soviet Georgia, where 
corruption and chaos rule the day. 
Meet AND greet starts at 6:30 

p.m., with film at 7 p.m. Jan. 23 at 
the IBEW Hall, 6250 Village Pkwy., 
Dublin. A short discussion follows 
the film. Refreshments provided. A 
$3 donation is suggested. 

Fundraisers
5TH ANNUAL CLAWS FOR PAWS  
The fifth annual Claws for Paws 
crabfeed, sponsored by Tri-Valley 
Animal Rescue, is from 6 to 10 p.m. 
Feb. 6 at the Shannon Community 
Center, 11600 Shannon Ave., 
Dublin. Tickets are $45 if purchased 
by Jan. 15 and $50 thereafter. 
Includes all-you-can-eat crab, pasta, 
Caesar salad, dessert and tea/
coffee. A no-host bar available for 
wine, beer and soft drinks. Call 828-
8664 or visit www.tvar.org. 

AAHMES SHRINERS’ ANNUAL CRAB 
FEEB The crab feed is Jan. 23 
at Aahmes Shrine Event Center, 
170 Lindbergh Ave., Livermore. 
No-host cocktails at 6 p.m., with 
all-you-can-eat dinner of crab, 
pasta, salad, bread and dessert 
at 7. Includes DJ and dancing. 
Tickets are $40. No tickets at the 
door. Call 373-4880 or visit www.
shrineeventcenter.com. 

PLEASANTON LIONS CLUB CRAB 
FEED The Lions Club Crab Feed 
is Jan. 16 at the Alameda County 
Fairgrounds, 4501 Pleasanton Ave. 
A no host bar opens at 6:30 p.m. 
and crab is served at 7:30 p.m. 
The event includes casino games 
and dancing. Tickets are $38. For 
tickets, call Greg Aynesworth, 484-
3524 or Steve Grimes, 336-6069. 

Health
HOW TO CLEAN GREEN! Jump into 
the New Year with a green start from 
7 to 9 p.m. Jan. 18 with Holistic 
Moms at Living Vine Fellowship, 
4100 First St. Have questions on 
how to clean green? Do you have 
some fantastic green cleaning solu-
tions that you’ve discovered and 
would like to share? Join the Green 

Cleaning discussion. Free to mem-
bers and first-time visitors. Call 519-
3003 or visit www.holisticmoms.org. 

LUNCH & LEARN PROGRAM Learn 
about Lymphedema, risk factors, 
prevention and treatment from 
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Jan. 20 at 
ValleyCare Health Library, 5725 W. 
Las Positas Blvd. Free boxed lunch 
and drink will be provided to all can-
cer patients, their loved one and staff. 
Register at 734-3319 by Jan. 18. 

Kids & Teens
FREE TEEN WORKSHOP ON LOSS Teen 
can learn how to deal with disap-
pointment and loss, identify differ-
ent types of loss, explore emotions 
surrounding loss and learn coping 
strategies from 2 to 4 p.m. Jan. 17 
at the Pleasanton Public Library, 400 
Old Bernal Ave. Share experiences in 
a supportive and confidential setting. 
Free $5 jamba juice card. Call 600-
9762 ext. 7 to register. 

Lectures/
Workshops
MOTHER-DAUGHTER WORKSHOP ON 
‘GROWING UP FEMALE’ Mothers 
and their fifth- or sixth-grade 
daughters are invited to attend an 
uplifting workshop about body 
changes and the realities of being 
female from 2 to 4 p.m. Jan. 31 
at the Catholic Community of 
Pleasanton, 3999 Bernal Ave. The 
cost is $30. Register in advance by 
calling Sharon at 846-3531. 

Scholarships
AMERICAN LEGION SCHOLARSHIP 
PROGRAM The American Legion 
Pleasanton Post 237 hosts a high 
school oratorical scholarship pro-
gram. Entry deadline is at 5 p.m. 
Jan. 15. Contact Norman Houghton 
at 846-8725 or norm4064@email.
com with name, school, age, phone 
and email. 

ON THE TOWN ● CALENDAR

Start the  
New Year  
off right...
With great 
Eyesight!

Amador Valley 
Optometric

Convenient Weekday & Evening Hours 

Black Avenue  
Professional Offices 

4450-C Black Avenue, 
Pleasanton  

925.462.2600
off Santa Rita Road behind

Lynne Wood Methodist Church

Dr. Barry C. Winston
Faculty, UC Berkeley  
School of Optometry

Board Certified 
in the Treatment 
of Ocular Disease

Serving Pleasanton 
for more than 25 years

Keep Your Eyecare Local!

GARRE' WINERY
AND 

MARTINELLI

EVENT CENTER

7986 TESLA RD.,LIVERMORE 
925.371.8200

WWW.GARREWINERY.COM

BOOK YOUR DATE AT GARRE’ 
BEFORE IT’S TOO LATE!

Visit us at 
the Pleasanton Hilton 

Bridal Faire 
January 17th

SMOG INSPECTION 

Harry’s Auto Repair
Test Only ´ Gold Shield Station

925-462-3237

No Appointments Necessary!
 Mon-Sat 8-4pm, 

183-A Wyoming St., Pleasanton
www.harrysautorepair.com

 + $8.25 CERT.$45 with
coupon(     )Special

We can smog any vehicle!

PLEASANTON’S ONLY BREW-PUB!

Try our 
Lunch 

Specials!

Live Music Every 
Friday & Saturday

$2 TUESDAYS

20% OFF WEDNESDAYS

THIRSTY THURSDAYS

$5 FRIDAYS

Chinese Cuisine
Blessing
Remember Blessing Restaurant?
We’re back in Pleasanton  
after being gone for 3 years. 
Come taste our premiere Chinese cuisine. 
Mission Plaza Shopping Center  
(next to Uncle Credit Union).

(925) 846-6745

GrandOpening

★ ★ ★ ★  
OUT OF 4

BY THE TRI-VALLEY HERALD

1989-D Santa Rita Road 
Premier Restaurant in Pleasanton Since 1983    www.blessingasia.com

OPEN 7 days a week
11am - 3pm
4:30pm - 9:30pm
Fri & Sat-open till 10pm
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PEOPLE AND LIFESTYLES IN OUR COMMUNITYLiving

BY EMILY WEST

They say grapes grow best in tough 
soil, and the same may be true for 
the Vine Cinema. 
 The two-screen theater on First 

Street in Livermore has faced many chal-
lenges in its 53 years of operation. Perhaps 
the biggest was the opening of a 13-screen 
theater on the other side of the downtown 
just two weeks after the Vine celebrated its 
silver anniversary. 
 Operator Kenny Way, who has been with 
the Vine since 1990, said over the years, the 
theater has flourished. For a while, it was one 
of the highest-grossing movie theaters in the 
area. 
 Yet, it’s been a tough few years with 
the latest competition paired with a rough 
economy, which Way said has forced them 
to adjust their business model. The deci-
sion in July to offer independent movies was 
partly due to requests from patrons, but also 
because of the competition with Livermore 
Cinemas to show the blockbusters. The Vine, 
he said, usually didn’t get top pick for popu-
lar films. 
 In addition to showing a different type of 
film, they are moving toward what Way says 
is the future of movie theaters. 
 “We’re more than just a movie theater,” he 
said. “We’re an event theater.”
 For those interested in dinner and a movie, 

it’s now available all in one place. As of Sep-
tember, the Vine is able to serve beer and 
wine as well as light meals provided from 
next-door neighbor Zephyr Grill. The fare 
includes easy-to-eat foods such as burgers 
and salads. 
 “You can order from the snack bar and 

have it delivered to you in the theater,” he 
said. 
 Many people, however, order their food 
in time to eat before the movie begins, Way 
added. The adult beverage selection includes 
Livermore Valley wines and “off the beaten 
path” beers. Currently, the most popular se-

lections are Wente’s Riva Ranch Chardonnay 
and either Blue Moon or Lagunitas IPA. 
 In the two screening rooms, they have 
taken out a few seats to make room for small 
round tables, with the tops reflecting popular 
movie posters. In about two weeks, couches 
will be installed. 
 Way said that attendance hasn’t dramati-
cally increased with the changes, but they do 
have a loyal crowd as well as new custom-
ers. Way said news of the improvements has 
mostly spread through word-of-mouth, and 
that about 75 percent of their customers are 
surprised by the offerings when they walk 
in. 
 It is a draw for those who like independent 
films, since the other options can take movie 
buffs as far away as Pleasant Hill, Berkeley 
and San Francisco. The film “Precious” has 
proved to be a draw, attracting people from 
Danville, San Ramon and even Modesto and 
Stockton.
 In addition to showing movies, the Vine 
also hosts private parties and football game 
viewings. At 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. the next two 
Sundays, they will show the playoff games 
on the big screen, leading up to a big Super 
Bowl showing on both screens Feb. 7. Ad-
mission to these games is free, but there will 
be a $10 food minimum for the Super Bowl. 
 To learn more about the Vine Cinema, 
visit www.vinecinema.com or call the movie 
showtime line at 447-2545. ■

PEOPLE AND LIFESTYLES IN OUR COMMUNITYLiving

Wine  dine at the Vine
Livermore’s 2-screen theater takes on the indie market

PHOTOS BY EMILY WEST

Top: Susan and Tony Mathews of Pleasanton order from the concessions stand from bartender 
Stephanie Webb. Above: The Vine Cinema on First Street has been part of Livermore’s downtown for 
more than 50 years. It now shows independent movies and offers food as well as beer and wine.
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LIVING

 One of the best parts about writ-
ing a wine review is the suggestions 
that come in from readers. Some 
of these wines I try are spectacular 
and others, well, not so much. Re-
cently, I had some people send me 
recommendations that were simply 
outstanding and are now added to 

my repertoire of go-to wines.
 The first wine, 2005 Bennett Lane 
Cabernet Sauvignon ($55), would 
typically be a considered a gift wine. 
I had been saving it for a special oc-
casion — but simply could wait no 
more. It turns out that a Saturday 
night can be a special occasion. The 
wine is spectacular, to say the least. It 
is a deep ruby red color with a very 
powerful aroma to it. The scents are 
true to the Cabernet Sauvignon vari-
etal: black currants, cedar and even 
fresh cherries. The taste of the wine 
is perfectly balanced and smooth, 
which starts off sweet and then 
moves to a bitter finish. This Bennett 
Lane is a big, bold, full-bodied cab 
that is dry and full of tannins, which 

give it a mouth filling, chewy feel. 
 Even more impressive, the wine 
has already started to age and is 
ready to drink today or should con-
tinue to improve for the next three 
or four years. We paired this with 
a grilled filet mignon and it was 
perfect. It needs to be paired with 
heavier meats or served alone as the 
it will over power anything that is too 
delicate. For a real treat and to taste 
even more flavors, try this wine with 
semi-sweet pieces of chocolate as an 
after dinner treat. 
 The second wine, 2005 Ruther-
ford Hill Merlot ($25), is priced 
more as an everyday wine and is 
also very nice and easy to drink. It 
is much lighter in color, almost the 

color of brick, and is a light to medi-
um depth. What it lacks for in color 
it makes up for with a very aromatic 
scent: lots of sweet cherries, vanilla 
and a hint of oak waft out of the 
glass creating a beautiful bouquet 
urging you to take a sip. The taste is 
a medium bodied, slightly dry wine 
which is light on the tannins yet 
very complex on the palate.
 It moves from a sour to bitter taste, 
making the food pairing critical. This 
is a versatile red wine that be could 
matched to pork, chicken, heavier 
fish or most pastas. All in all, this is 

a very nice wine that is a refreshing 
change from your typical merlot.
 Both of these wines were great 
recommendations from readers. They 
show how one reader can love a big 
bold cab while someone else can find 
pleasure in a more delicate merlot. 
My best ideas come from those who 
send me suggestions. If you have a 
wine you want me to try, email me at 
don@nostoglass.com. I look forward 
to trying your favorites. Until next 
time, cheers!
Don Colman lives in the East Bay and writes 

a wine blog at www.nosetoglass.com.

Open to 
suggestions

Moon
Sony DVD & Blu-Ray
1 hour, 37 minutes
Director: Duncan Jones

 Director Duncan Jones’ (“Zowie 
Bowie!” David’s son) “Moon” is a 
movie of big aspirations that actu-
ally hits a few of them. Given Jones’ 
age (he is 38), his father’s reputation 
for otherworldly characters (“Ziggy 
Stardust” notwithstanding) and 
with the long shadow cast from late 
1960s and early ‘70s space operas 
(especially “2001” and “Silent Run-
ning”), I can see how Jones could 
be the prime candidate for a low-
tech revival of classic science fiction. 
The result is “Moon,” which wisely 
utilizes the unsung Sam Rockwell 
(our most undervalued actor work-
ing today) and an economical look-
ing robot to detail the story of a 
lone moon miner who may not be 
so alone as he thinks. The movie 
comes pretty close to filling its big 
shoes, but falls short due to the 
sketchiness of its deflated finale. 
 I mentioned Sam Rockwell as one 
of our most underrated actors and I 
believe this absolutely. He is one of 
those actors that started out in the 
late ‘80s on TV and in independent 
movies and sports an indistinct, 
every man quality that makes him 
invisible in lesser roles. However, 
he hit it big with 1999’s “The Green 
Mile” as an erratic murderer, but 
really got to flex his stuff in 2002’s 
“Confessions of a Dangerous Mind” 
in which his real gift for comedy (he 
is the best part of “The Hitchhiker’s 
Guide to the Galaxy”) is juxtaposed 
with his subdued intensity. In the 
right role, he can appear to be the 
plain guy with big problems that 
makes him instantly interesting and, 

when mixed with his natural vul-
nerability, believable. He is the sub-
urban, post-modern Jimmy Stewart 
whom we never doubt. 
 “Moon” exits in the same uni-
verse that Kubrick’s “2001” in-
habits, however, instead of aliens 
mucking up humanity, the action 
revolves around a lone mining sta-
tion where Sam (Sam Rockwell) 
and his robot companion GERTY 
(voiced by Kevin Spacey) carry out 
all operations. After three years, 
however, Sam is getting a little 
anxious about leaving. Given that 
he has two more weeks to go, it 
is understandable because, due to 
a broken transmitter, he has not 
had direct contact with his wife or 
bosses since the beginning of his 
stay. Sam also understandably is 
becoming paranoid about his relief 
not arriving in a timely manner, 
which coincides with an accident, 
which leads him to suspect that he 
may not be so alone after all. 
 There is a twist, of course, but 
it’s one that belongs to a short story 
instead of a feature length movie. 
Thankfully, Rockwell is enough to 
keep the audience engaged, pulling 
it off with both pathos and purpose. 
The great production design by Tony 
Noble, and Art direction by Hideki 
Arichi and Josh Fifarek, is a big plus 
while also being a sly nod to Ku-
brick’s movie: the base itself is both 
workmanlike and NASAesque and 
a very sly in-joke. Unlike Kubrick’s 
movie, however, Jones fleshes out a 
truncated resolution, as if he and his 
screenwriting partner Nathan Parker 
gave up at the end of the writing 
process. The result is a feeling of 
being stunned when the credits roll, 
as if the party were cut short just 
when it was starting to find its mojo. 

REVIEWS OF NEW DVD RELEASESREADY TO RENT
BY JOE RAMIREZ

Thursday, 
February 4th

6-9 pm
Downtown Pleasanton

For more information, contact Alisha Perdue at 
events@pleasantondowntown.net or (925) 484-2199

www.pleasantondowntown.net

Rain or shine.
No refunds.

Not responsible for lost 
or stolen tickets.

Pick up your wine glass and event map between 5:45–7:30pm 
at Chase Bank, 561 Main Street.

Price includes wine glass, 
event map and tastings

Truffles, Tidbits 
& Wine Tasting

The Pleasanton Downtown Association presents

PARTICIPATING WINERIES

Deer Ridge Vineyards
Occasio Winery
Ryhan Winery
Westover Vineyards
Ruby Hill Winery
Garre Vineyard and Winery

Murrieta's Well
Tamas Estates
Wente Vineyards
BoaVentura de Caires Winery
Eagle Ridge Vineyard
Stony Ridge
Rodrigue Molyneaux
Fenestra Winery

Crooked Vine
McGrail Vineyards and Winery
Cuda Ridge Wines
The Steven Kent Winery
Elliston Vineyards
Little Valley Winery
Charles R. Wineyards

Tickets are available for purchase in advance 
at the following locations:

Clover Creek, 670 Main St.
Pleasanton Downtown Association, 830-A Main St.

Studio 7 Fine Arts, 400 Main St.
Towne Center Books, 555 Main St.

Cash or checks only. No credit cards.

TICKETS:
$25 through February 3rd
$30 at the Door, IF NOT SOLD OUT

Sponsors:

Weekly
Pleasanton

PRINT & ONLINE

BY DON COLMAN

NOSE
TO GLASS

Cuddle with Ozzy
Meet Ozzy, just one of several small dogs current-
ly available for adoption at the East Bay SPCA 
— Tri-Valley adoption center in Dublin. Ozzy is a 
1-1/2-year-old apricot Poodle/Silky Terrier mix 
who loves to cuddle. Right now, his fur is clipped 
short to remove mats, but just wait until it grows 
out. He will be even cuter than he is now, and 
that is pretty darn cute! Ozzy only weighs 12 
1/2 pounds, so he is the perfect size for a lap dog. Ozzy will need regular 
grooming and daily exercise. He gets along well with most other dogs and 
he may be compatible with cats. Ozzy would be a fi ne choice for a fi rst time 
dog owner. Visit Ozzy at the Tri-Valley adoption center, 4651 Gleason Drive 
in Dublin, open from 1 to 8 p.m. Wednesdays and Thursdays, and 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Friday through Sunday. Call 479-9670. See more photos of Ozzy at 
www.eastbayspca.org. and click on virtualpetadoptions/Dublin.

CATHERINE HANSEN RUSH

PET OF THE WEEK



BULLETIN
BOARD

115 Announcements
GAIN NATIONAL EXPOSURE 

Reach over 5 million young, active, 
educated readers for only $995 by 

advertising in 110 weekly newspapers 
like this one. Call Jason at  
202-289-8484. (AAN CAN)

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 
ADOPTION? Talk with caring agency 

specializing in matching 
Birthmothers with Families nationwide. 

LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7 
Abby’s One True Gift Adoptions 

866-413-6293 (AAN CAN)
Blastoff goes Viral
Blastoff is here
Fibromyalgia Pain Stress Mgmt
Free Photography Session!
Livermore Lioness Club seeks new
Stress and Pain Mgmt Strategies

130 Classes & 
Instruction

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! 
Fast, Affordable & Accredited 

FREE Brochure. Call NOW! 
1-800-532-6546 Ext. 97 http://www.
continentalacademy.com (AAN CAN)

PALMISTRY CLASSES  
and READINGS 

www.palmistryschool.com, Parties 
and Events 925-2499154

133 Music Lessons
Freeman (Piano Lessons) 

Pleasanton (510)352-0546 MA
HARP LESSONS FOR ALL AGES 

Try Something New! 
Call Bennetta Heaton 

(925) 820-1169 
- located in Danville -
PIANO LESSONS 

Piano Lessons in Pleasanton. 
Call Courtney (925)600-1573

135 Group Activities
6 Week Meditation Class
CLUTTERLess (CL) Self Help Mon.

140 Lost & Found
Lost Black & White Cat 11/26
Lost Gold Bracelet

155 Pets

Beautiful Black Cat 
Sweet 5 year old female, medium 

length hair, all shots, spayed. Loves 
the outdoors but needs a home where 
she can be indoor with people again 

as well. Please help - she is VERY sad 
and lonely living only outside now and 

desperately needs a nice family to love. 
(925) 699-1094.

Pineapple Green Cheeked Conures

FOR SALE

SOLD

201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts

Car Attachment for pulling 93-02  
Saturn - $189

Disc Brake Pads 75 To 79  
Toyota Corrolla - $18

202 Vehicles Wanted
Donate Vehicle 

Receive $1000 Grocery Coupons, 
Your Choice. Noah’s Arc, No Kill 

Animal Shelters. Advanced Veterinary 
Treatments. Free Towing, IRS Tax 

Deduction. Non-Runners.  
1-866-912-GIVE. (Cal-SCAN)

Donate Your Car 
Children’s Cancer Fund! Help Save 

A Child’s Life Through Research and 
Support! Free Vacation Package. Fast, 

Easy and Tax Deductible.  
Call 1-800-252-0615. (Cal-SCAN)

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques
Antique - Mahogany End Table - $85.00
Antique Oak Wash Stand - $125.00
Royal Doulton figurine - $35

220 Computers/
Electronics

 FAX MACHINE - GESTETNER - F919 - 
$200 or B/

240 Furnishings/
Household items
3 piece kitchen carving set - $10
DINING ROOM TABLE - $ 500.00
Dining Room Table & 6 Chairs - $800.00
Entertainment cabinet - $75.00
Sleep Comfort Adjustable Bed - $499
Vaccum Kirby - $850
WOOD BOXES - $60.00

245 Miscellaneous
Get Dish 

with FREE Installation $19.99/mo 
HBO & Showtime FREE - Over 50 HD 

Channels FREE Lowest Prices  
No Equipment to Buy! 

Call Now for full Details  
1-877-482-6735 

(AAN CAN)
Get Dish 

-FREE Installation$19.99/mo 
HBO & Showtime FREE-Over 50 HD 

Channels FREE Lowest Prices 
No Equipment to Buy!  

Call Now for full Details-  
1-877-238-8413  

(AAN CAN)
Get Dish 

-FREE Installation $19.99/mo 
HBO & Showtime FREE-Over 50 HD 

Channels FREE Lowest Prices  
No Equipment to Buy!  

Call Now for full Details:  
877-242-0974 (AAN CAN)

2 Nice Ikea trash bins - $4 each
Non-stick stove top grill - $20
Power washer on wheels - $850.00
RED WORMS FOR COMPOSTING - $25.00

260 Sports & 
Exercise Equipment
Razor scooter - $100.00

KID STUFF

330 Child Care 
Offered
Au Pairs / Great Childcare

345 Tutoring/
Lessons
French/Spanish tutoring

Math & Chemistry Tutoring 
Retired Scientist enjoying TUTORING 
High School & College STUDENTS  

in algebra, geometry,  
pre-calculus & chemistry. 

 CALL DOUG @ 925-858-5842

Math Tutoring 
High School math and English tutor-
ing: Alg., Geo., Pre-Calc., English. 
Strive for academic success. Ret. 

teacher, Cal. credential.  
925-462-3807

355 Items for Sale
Adjustable booster &step - $6

MIND
& BODY

425 Health Services

Hernia Repair 
Did You Receive A COMPOSIX KUGEL 
Mesh Patch Between January 2001 
and Present? If the Kugel patch was 

removed due to complications of bowel 
perforation, abdominal wall tears, punc-
ture of abdominal organs or intestinal 

fistulae, you may be entitled to compen-
sation. Attorney Charles Johnson  

1-800-535-5727. (Cal-SCAN)

EMPLOYMENT

550 Business 
Opportunities

All Cash Vending 
Be Your Own Boss! Your Own Local 

Vending Route. Includes 25 Machines 
and Candy for $9,995. MultiVend LLC, 

1-888-625-2405. (Cal-SCAN)
WORK AT HOME;  

NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY 
For info & Directory of self-starting 

business opportunities, contact Dennis 
Marden, 815 Appleberry Street, San 

Rafael, CA 94903. Tel. 415-472-0859. 
Or send $5.00 in self-addressed 
stamped envelope for brochure.

560 Employment 
Information

$$$HELP WANTED$$$ 
Extra Income! Assembling CD cases 

from Home! No Experience Necessary! 
Call our Live Operators Now! 1-800-
405-7619 EXT 2450 http://www.
easywork-greatpay.com (AAN CAN)

Computer Work 
Work from anywhere 24/7. Up to 
$1,500 Part Time to $7,500/mo. 
Full Time. Training provided. www.

KTPGlobal.com or call 1-800-330-8446. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Emergency Medical Tech 
Must be H.S. grad ages 17-34. No 

experience needed. Paid training, ben-
efits, vacation, regular raises. Call Mon-

Fri. 1-800-345-6289. (Cal-SCAN)
Free Advice! 

We'll Help You Choose AProgram 
Or Degree To Get Your Career & 

Your Life On Track. CallCollegebound 
Network Today! 1-877-892-2642  

(AAN CAN)
Good with People? 

Motivated? Love the Sun? Free to 
Travel? Call Gina at 888-355-6755. 

Paid Training and Free Transportation. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Heavy Equipment Training 
Learn to operate bulldozer, backhoe, 
loader, motor grader, excavator. Job 
placement assistance. Call 888-210-
4534. Northern California College of 

Construction. www.HEAVY4.com promo-
code: NCPA1. (Cal-SCAN)

MOVIE EXTRAS NEEDED 
Earn $150 to $300 Per Day. All 

Looks, Types and Ages. Feature Films, 
Television, Commercials, and Print.  

No Experience Necessary. 
1-800-340-8404 x2001 (AAN CAN)

Strong Community Ties? 
EF Foundation seeks coordinators to 

find families for international exchange 
students. 20 hrs/mo. Cash & travel 

rewards. Must be 25+.  
1-877-216-1293. (Cal-SCAN)
TEACH ENGLISH ABROAD ! 

Become TEFL certified. 4-week course 
offered monthly in Prague. Jobs avail-

able worldwide. Lifetime job assistance. 
Tuition: 1300 Euros. 

http://www.teflworldwideprague.com 
info@teflworldwideprague.com  

(AAN CAN)

BUSINESS
SERVICES

645 Office/Home 
Business Services

Classified Advertising 
In 240 Cal-SCAN newspapers for 

the best reach, coverage, and price. 
25-words $550. Reach over 6 million 
Californians! FREE email brochure. Call 
(916)288-6019. www.Cal-SCAN.com 

(Cal-SCAN)
Display Advertising 

In 140 Cal-SDAN newspapers state-
wide for $1,550! Reach over 3 million 
Californians! FREE email brochure. Call 
(916) 288-6019. www.Cal-SDAN.com 

(Cal-SCAN)

News Release? 
Cost-efficient service. The California 

Press Release Service has 500 current 
daily, weekly and college newspaper 

contacts in California. FREE email 
brochure. Call (916) 288-6010. www.
CaliforniaPressReleaseService.com 

(Cal-SCAN)

HOME 
SERVICES

715 Cleaning 
Services

Convenient Cleaning 
Over 12 years exp. Will bring supplies. 
3 hour min., $60. Lic. 925/371-6842; 

925/922-3920
Jacobs Green Cleaning 

General household cleaning 
SF, Marin, South & East bay 

$25.00 off with mention of ad  
510-303-8954 

726 Decor & Drapery
Changing Spaces 

ReDesign,Staging & Color Consults 
4 any budget. jillldenton.com 

925.998.7747

741 Flooring/
Carpeting

Cal Floors-Hardwood Floors 
SAVE BIG on ALL our flooring services.
For a QUICK QUOTE call 415-706-7199 

or call925-954-5012

751 General 
Contracting

Calhoun Construction 
Full Service General Contractor: 

Specializing in small jobs! Remodels 
of kitchens, baths. Additions, Custom 

Sheds, electrical work plumbing, 
tile,trim carpentry , window and door 

installation. Low overhead -very compet-
itive rates. 925-330-0965 Lic #899014

759 Hauling
Hauling & Cleanup Service 

Residential/Commercial*Yard & Garage 
Clean-Up,Dump Runs Appl & Furn , 

construction demo removal. Low Rates/
Free Est 925-899-5655 

771 Painting/
Wallpaper

*JOE’S PAINTING & HANDYMAN*� 
Free Est. / Reasonable Prices 

No Job Too Small!!! 
925-200-7333 Lic#624542

801 Apartments/
Condos/Studios

Pleasanton, 1 BR/1 BA - $1250.00
San Ramon, 1 BR/1 BA - $1175

805 Homes for Rent
Pleasanton, 1 BR/1 BA - $1450/mont

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms

ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES.COM 
Browse hundreds of online listings with 
photos and maps. Find your roommate 
with a click of the mouse! Visit: http://

www.Roommates.com. (AAN CAN)
Pleasanton, 1 BR/1 BA - $750.00

825 Homes/Condos 
for Sale

***FREE Foreclosure Listings** 
Over 400,000 properties nationwide. 
LOW Down Payment. Call NOW! 1-800-

817-5290 (AAN CAN)

850 Acreage/Lots/
Storage

Colorado Bank Foreclosures 
Land Bargain 87 Acres- $39,900 

Rolling fields, Rocky Mountain views, 
access to 1000’s of Acres BLM Land. 
Electric, telephone, excellent financ-

ing. Call now 866-696-5263, x 5488. 
(Cal-SCAN)

855 Real Estate 
Services

Foreclosed Home Auction 
200+ NORCAL Homes! Auction: January 

23. REDC / View Full Listings www.
Auction.com RE No. CQ1031187. 

(Cal-SCAN)

REAL ESTATE

Pleasanton
4 Bedrooms

1012 Bartlett Place 	 $1,129,950 
Sun 1-4	 Hometown GMAC	 426-3833
6229 Detjen Court 	 $1,495,000
Sat/Sun 1-4	 Blaise Lofland	 846-6500
589 Burger Court	 $899,950
Sun 1-4 	 Jim Lavey - Allied Brokers 	 846-3755

5 Bedrooms

925 Sherman Way 	 $1,095,000

Sun 1-4	 Blaise Lofland	 846-6500
3424 Gravina Place 	 $1,259,000
Sun 1-4	 Prudential CA	 858-4198
2309 Romano Circle	 $1,285,000
Sun 1-4 	 Keller Williams	 202-6898

6 Bedrooms

417 East Vineyard Avenue	 $3,998,000
Sun 1-4	 Randall Davidson 	 461-3316

San Ramon
3 Bedrooms

2102 Maidenhair Way 	 $549,900
Sun 1-4	 J. Rockcliff Realtors	 735-7653

Real Estate
Mike Fracisco
REALTOR

® 
DRE#01378428

Fracisco Realty & Investments
Residential, Commercial  
& Property Management

direct: 925-998-8131
www.MikeFracisco.com

INVESTMENT 
REAL ESTATE 

COMPANY
Mike Carey, Broker 
925.963.0569 Cell

John DeMarinis
Realtor
925.984.1867
510.681.3215 cell
jdemarinis@windermere.com
www.JohnDemarinis.com

General Contracting

For Market Place Ads Contact Karen 
(925) 600-0840 x122

kklein@pleasantonweekly.com

A-Z Complete 

Handyman Service
Carpentry (incl. Crown Moldings) 
Electrical Repairs & Installations

Security Lighting • Drywall

925.989.6179 / 510.733.5582
www.a-zcompletehomerepairs.net

Pleasanton  Weekly
Marketplace

5 Reasons To Attend This Informative Home Buyer Seminar
• $8,000 Credit for 1st Time Home Buyers
• $6,500 Credit for Move Up Buyers
• FREE Mortgage Payment In Case of Job Loss
• City Home Buying Assistance Programs
• FREE Credit Report

Join Us for FREE Breakfast and the Latest on the Home Buyer’s Programs
Saturday, January 23 - 10:00 a.m. at Zephyrs in Livermore

Please RSVP by Wednesday, January 20th
To Leslie at 925-784-7979 or Leslie@apr.com

Hosted by Leslie Faught, REALTOR®, DRE #01027778 - Alain Pinel REALTORS

NOW IS THE TIME

TO PURCHASE YOUR HOME!

open homes this weekend
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WHEN LIVING 
ALONE BECAME TOO 
DIFFICULT, I KNEW I 
NEEDED A CHANGE. 
AS MUCH AS I LOVE 
MY CHILDREN, MOVING 
IN WITH THEM SIMPLY 
WASN’T AN OPTION 
FOR ME. I LIKE THE 
PRIVACY OF MY OWN 
APARTMENT. I’VE BEEN 
INDEPENDENT ALL MY 
LIFE, AND I PLAN TO 
STAY THAT WAY.

License #015601283

THE INDEPENDENCE YOU WANT, THE ASSISTANCE YOU NEED.

SPACE IS LIMITED

We are currently accepting applications for Below Market Rate Senior Assisted 
Living Apartments. Priority is given to seniors currently living in Pleasanton 

subsidized senior apartments or seniors with a Pleasanton address.

Applications are available at The Parkview located at 100 Valley Avenue and on the  
City’s website at www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us. Call us for more information.

100 VALLEY AVENUE (FORMERLY JUNIPERO ST.) 
PLEASANTON

925-461-3042
WWW.ESKATON.ORG   MANAGED BY ESKATON
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NEED HELP IN BUYING  
OR SELLING YOUR HOME?
PLEASE CALL 925.556.4400

Are you considering a short sale?

Facing a mortgage crisis?  
Need a solution?

Buying your first home or REO?

Tired of your home sitting  
on the active market?

I am a experienced Realtor. I specialize in short sales  
and residential Real Estate in the East Bay to Tri Valley. 

FREE Confidential Consultation

350 Main St. Pleasanton
john@mitchellteamrealty.com 

www.MitchellTeamRealty.com

John Mitchell
REALTOR®

DRE# 01323444

Opportunity of a Lifetime
Offered at: $,,

Twenty Acres of Ruby Hill Vineyard Views
Whether you are looking for a private retreat, a space to create family memories or a fabulous 

entertainment home, when you see this elegant 8,848 SqFt, 20+/- acre property, you need look no further. 

There are 6 bedrooms, 4.5 baths, and 5 fireplaces. This designer owned dream home has been infused with 

charm and unique details. Contact us for a personal tour or any other inquiries.

Randall Davidson DRE#01799450  DRE#01861633

Randall Davidson
925-461-3316

Elizabeth Davidson
925-699-4236

WWW.LEGENDSREALTYRUBYHILL.COM

OPEN HOUSE!
THIS SUNDAY!

andndnddd llalalallllll DDDaDaDa iivivividddsdsdsononon zabababbbb tetetethhhhhh DDDDaDaDa iiivivividdddsdsdsononon

Ruby Hill Vineyard Estate

Randall Davidson
925.461.3316

Elizabeth Davidson 
925.699.4236 

Ruby Hill

The #1 Resale Team in Pleasanton and Ruby Hill

Fran & Dave 
Cunningham
925-202-6898

DRE License #01226296 & 00930892

Donna  
Garrison

925-980-0273
DRE License #01735040

Susan  
Schall

925-397-4244
DRE License #01713497

KW Broker DRE License #01395362

Beautiful 5,455 sq. ft. home featuring 4 BR,  
3 ½ BA, executive office, huge gourmet 
kitchen, backs to golf course and views 
beyond. Offered at $2,200,000

French Country style home, 3,851 sq. ft. 5 
BR, 3 BA, with beautiful pool and hot tub in 
the backyard. Offered at $1,285,000  
OPEN SUN 1-4

Custom home in Ruby Hill. Beautiful cul-de-
sac location with golf course views. Approx. 
5,300 sq. ft., 5 BR, 5 BA. Call for details.  
COMING SOON  Offered at $2,050,000

Lovely family home with 5 bedrooms, (or 4 
plus office), 3BA, 3,850 sq. ft., located on a 
quiet cul-de-sac. Offered at $1,249,000

COMING SOON: 3 bed, 2.5 bath near tennis park gorgeous gardens...
poured concrete kitchen counters, new designer paint. $675k
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Agents, please 
contact Andrea at 

600-0840 x110 to be 
included next 

month!

Getting to know your 
Local Real Estate Agents

Taking more time to enjoy all the 
wonderful things the Bay Area

 has to offer!

Anni Hagfeldt 
519-3534

Alain Pinel Realtors
www.annihagfeldt.com

To spend more quality time 
with family and friends!!

Kat Gaskins 
621-4050

Alain Pinel Realtors
www.katgaskins.com

To spend more quality time with my 
family, friends and clients and focus 

on being healthy and fi t!!

Emily Barraclough
621-4097

Alain Pinel Realtors
www.925hometeam.com

A Year 
without Guilt!

Pat Griffi n 
426-3844

Hometown GMAC
www.hometowngmac.com/hpgriffi n

Make everyday a good day 
for myself and those around me.

Cathy and Kari 
200-4130

J Rockcliff Realtors
www.cdeanhomes.com

To raise more awareness in the fi ght to 
close down puppy mills!!!

Julia Korpi 
463-6135

Prudential California Realty
www.juliakorpi.com

To TRULY appreciate each day and make sure 
my family knows how blessed I am to have 

them as part of my life!!!

Melisa Mazotti-Johnson, VP 
580-2777

V.P. of Tucker Associates
www.melisamazotti.com

We asked your agents:  What’s your New Year’s Resolution?
Look out for our next issue 2/12 — Who do you love and why?

To do something new every month.

Louise Davis 
426-3834

Hometown GMAC
www.louisedavis.com

To commit to my book club 
and READ the whole book.

Delores Gragg
462-2222

Hometown GMAC
www.deloresgragg.com

Not to Procrastinate with important
issues and stay better connected

with family and friends.

Joanne Durso 
730-4006

RE/MAX Accord
www.jdurso.com
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PLEASANTON  90 0 Main Street

925.846.6500
www.blaiselofland.com

blaise@blaiselofland.com

apr.com

THE PRESERVE VENTANA HILLS

6229 DETJEN COURT, PLEASANTON
Wow! Beautiful and priced to sell. This upgraded home in the 
desirable Preserve community on a private .68 acre (29,506 square 
foot) estate lot. This beautifully landscaped property backs to open 
space. Enjoy the views of the surrounding open land and the quiet 
court location. Four bedrooms, bonus room, private office, 4.5 baths, 
approximate total square footage 4,689. Fully integrated home sound 
system with individual multi-source, multi-zone audio selection key 
pads. Furniture negotiable.  
OFFERED AT $1,495,000

925 SHERMAN WAY, PLEASANTON
Don’t miss this Gibson model in desirable Ventana Hills. Five 
bedrooms, 5th is bonus, three bathrooms. Approximately 3,179 square 
feet. Lot size is 9452 (.21 acre lot), with large side yards. Located on 
quiet street. Private rear yard backs to single level home. New carpet 
throughout. New exterior paint. Three fireplaces. Walk to great 
neighborhood park and Main Street Downtown Pleasanton! 
OFFERED AT $1,095,000

OPEN SUNDAY 1-4OPEN SAT/SUN 1-4

Doug Buenz

Office 
925.251.1111

Direct 
925.463.2000
680Homes.com

apr.com | PLEASANTON | 900 Main Street 925.251.1111

Expert real estate services

Pleasanton Market Update – The Ever Shrinking Supply 
The latest from The 680 Blog

Go to 680Homes.com for more information on these homes and other properties.

The market has changed! 
Call me today to 

discuss how you can take 
advantage of the new 
market. Opportunity 
is defi nitely knocking!

A drop in the inventory of single family homes in December 
is no surprise (it pretty much happens every year) but given 
the low inventory we already had, this decline feels bigger. The 
supply fell 25%, from 120 homes to 90. By comparison, the 
inventory fell 19% in December 2008 and 25% in December 
2007 but the starting point in each case was much higher (223 
and 178 respectively). The fact that inventory levels were already 
at historical lows just makes things that much tighter. We have 
not seen inventory levels this low since early 2005. The tightest 
segment of the market was for homes priced below $1 million, 
where there is now less than 1.4 months worth of inventory. 

Following the dropping inventory, sales of single family homes 
also fell for the sixth straight month but remained relatively 
strong compared to prior years. 40 homes were pending sale 
at the end of December, which was the lowest number since 
February 2009. The 90 homes on the market represented 2.25 

months of in-
ventory. Here 
is a graph of 
the inventory 
and pending 
sales data for 
the past 15 
months.

The inven-
tory of single 
family homes 
priced below 
$1 million fell to 47 in December after holding steady at 61 
in October and November. Pending sales also fell, but only 
slightly, from 36 in November to >>Go to www.680homes.
com to read the rest of this article.

Luxury 2 BR, 2 ½ BTH town-
house with hardwood fl oors, 
upgraded designer kitchen, 
vaulted ceiling, dramatic living 
room with fi replace, private yard 
with patio, and 2 car garage. 

$429,500

COMING SOON!

Newer luxury 5 BR, 4 BTH 
single story home on prime 
.31 Acre cul-de-sac lot with 
hardwood fl oors, granite/
cherry/stainless kit, and more!  

$1,399,900

COMING SOON!

Fabulous 4 BR, 2½ BTH home 
with remodeled granite kitchen, 
hardwood fl oors, and prime cul-
de-sac lot with sparkling pool!  

$744,950

PENDING SALE!

Fabulous luxury home featuring 
6 BR plus bonus room & offi ce, 
5 ½ BTHS, granite & stainless 
kitchen, dramatic living areas, 
and private .41 Acre lot with 
sparkling pool! 

$1,699,000

COMING SOON!



GATED HILLTOP ESTATE

2801 GRAY FOX COURT             PLEASANTON
Panoramic views, 1.91 acres of privacy. Resort-like  
backyard w/ pool, spa, swim up bar, barbeque, palm 

trees. See details: www.2801GrayFox.com              
Phyllis & Carolyn Weiner  925.872.1416

GORGEOUS CUSTOM ESTATE 

833 PIEMONTE DRIVE             PLEASANTON  
Drama�c street presence! Huge gourmet kit, sauna,  
exercise rm, library, 4 fireplaces, 5-car garage. Incompa-

rable 0.70 acres, pool, spa, outdoor kitchen & more.           
Diane Gilfether                    925.648.5443

PRESERVE COMMUNITY

9663 CROSBY DRIVE             PLEASANTON  
This stunningly beau�ful, totally custom home is located 
on the desirable West side of Pleasanton. The finest  

materials and workmanship.       
Phyllis & Carolyn Weiner  925.872.1416

NEW PRICE!

3522  KINGS   CANYON  COURT             PLEASANTON  
Lovely remodel, 1-story home in convenient loca�on. 
Formal dining & living rooms. Kitchen w/granite counters 

and lots of cabinets. Large Swimming Pool. 
Margarita Cavalieri             925.251.2515

CHARDONNAY GRAPES

655 EAST VINEYARD AVENUE      LIVERMORE
Fabulous 20+ acre parcel w/ 8090 +/- sq� custom home. 
14.8 acres of income producing Chardonnay grapes. Part 

of Ruby Hill Vineyard Estates.             
Carol Cline, CRS                   925.648.5415

MEDITERRANEAN ESTATE

MORGAN TERRITORY RD        LIVERMORE  
Two beau�ful custom Estates on a 92 acres. Main 
house is a 4 bd, 3.5 ba, approx. 9378 sq�, 12 car garage.   

2nd house is a 3 bdrm, 4 bath, approx. 3000sq�.
Taso Tsakos                           925.648.4199 

MAGNIFICENT VIEWS

3615 CALDEIRA LIVERMORE
Custom built estate surrounded by your own Pe�te 
Sirah vineyard. Enjoy magnificent views filled with vines  

& hills galore.                     
Peggy Cortez                 925.648.5454

VINTAGE HILLS CUSTOM 

850 CONCORD STREET             PLEASANTON  
Entertain pool-side in park-like yard. Granite kitchen, 
newer windows throughout and remodeled marble 

master bath. Detached garage with lots of parking. 
Michael Bowers                   925.583.2196

INCREDIBLE VIEWS 

860 CASTLEWOOD PL             PLEASANTON
Beau�ful custom home built in 1996 by Sterling Builders.
Located above the 18th green and 10th fairway of the Hill 

Course.  4 bed 3 bath, 4,300 sq. �., approx 0.50 acres. 
Bryan Cra�                           925.855.4141

CURB APPEAL

927 MARCELLA STREET         LIVERMORE  
Lovely 2-story home with lots of curb appeal. Great  
loca�on; easy access to shopping, dining areas, schools,  

and Hwy 580.   4 bd/ 2.5 ba.     2,055+/- sq.�.       
Margarita Cavalieri                    925.251.2515

GOLDEN EAGLE

1515 HONEYSUCKLE CT          PLEASANTON  
Pres�gious Golden Eagle Estates home! Beau�fully ap-
pointed w/ 4 bd, 5 full ba, plus Library, Retreat & Bonus 

Room, 4892+/- sq.�. w/ pool & spa on over an acre. 
Phyllis & Carolyn Weiner  925.872.1416

OVER 3.5 ACRES

35650 PALOMARES ROAD  CASTRO VALLEY  
Nicely updated 3 BD 2 BA w/ lots of Charm. Redwood 
Siding, French Pa�o Doors, Velux Skylights, 3 Car Garage, 

Near wineries, Over 3.59 Acres & so much more!
Kristy & Company                       925.251.2536

OPEN SUNDAY 1:30-4:00

10942 INSPIRATION CIRCLE             DUBLIN
The Ridge at Hansen Hills in the West Dublin Foothills. 
3430 Sq. Ft of living area, 8460 sq. �. lot, 4 Bed, 4 Baths, 

Pool and Spa, Large Master Suite with Retreat. Views!
Suse�e Clark-Walker                  925.251.2547

GREAT 7+/- ACRE PROPERTY

6000 MOUNT OLYMPUS DR  CASTRO VALLEY
Private se�ng not like any other property in Castro  
Valley, custom Mediterranean Home with over  

4,200 sq.�. of Lovely Living and a Beau�ful Pool.
Kristy & Company                       925.251.2536

GORGEOUS TOWNHOME 

3877 VINE ST           PLEASANTON  
Completely remodeled with all the goodies, grant, �le, 
harwood floor and much more. 2 bed 2.5 bath, 1200+/- 

sq.�., built in 1985.
Mary Nawabi-Parwizwi     925.219.5144

GORGEOUS TOWNHOME 

2752 CHABLIS WAY            LIVERMORE  
Custom built home located walking distance to down-
town. Beau�ful curb appeal, Ideal for gatherings, located 

in a cul-de-sac and close to the HOA park and pool. 
Angela Adams                      925.580.4513
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