
Weekly
WWW.PLEASANTONWEEKLY.COM

Kick for a Cure: Amador soccer team hosts memorial 
game to raise money for cancer research library   PAGE 5
Wild animals on stage: Amador Theater to host 
ballet rendition of ‘Jungle Book’            PAGE 15

VOL. X, NUMBER 51 • JANUARY 1, 2010

IN
S

ID
E

Pleasanton

BART to BART to 
Livermore?Livermore?

At first ignored, agency now seeks Pleasanton’s input on routing plans  PAGE 12



Page 2 • January 1, 2010 • Pleasanton Weekly

4713 1st Street, Suite 200
Pleasanton, CA 94566 

www.enopi.com

CALL US TODAY!    

925-461-MATH (6284)

Need help with Math 
or Language Arts?
E.nopi can help your child 

succeed in school!

Call now to schedule a free 
diagnostic test!

FREE 1ST MONTH TUITION
*Enroll by 2/5/2010. Valid only with this ad

*Valid only at E.nopi Learning Center of Pleasanton

Start the new year 
with better grades!

FIND OUT WHY MORE THAN 2.5 MILLION STUDENTS ARE STUDYING WITH E-NOPI
Investment and Insurance Products:    u NOT FDIC Insured     u NO Bank Guarantee    u MAY Lose Value

WHEN LIVING 
ALONE BECAME TOO 
DIFFICULT, I KNEW I 
NEEDED A CHANGE. 
AS MUCH AS I LOVE 
MY CHILDREN, MOVING 
IN WITH THEM SIMPLY 
WASN’T AN OPTION 
FOR ME. I LIKE THE 
PRIVACY OF MY OWN 
APARTMENT. I’VE BEEN 
INDEPENDENT ALL MY 
LIFE, AND I PLAN TO 
STAY THAT WAY.

License #015601283

THE INDEPENDENCE YOU WANT, THE ASSISTANCE YOU NEED.

SPACE IS LIMITED

We are currently accepting applications for Below Market Rate Senior Assisted 
Living Apartments. Priority is given to seniors currently living in Pleasanton 

subsidized senior apartments or seniors with a Pleasanton address.

Applications are available at The Parkview located at 100 Valley Avenue and on the  
City’s website at www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us. Call us for more information.

100 VALLEY AVENUE (FORMERLY JUNIPERO ST.) 
PLEASANTON

925-461-3042
WWW.ESKATON.ORG   MANAGED BY ESKATON
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Given the growing hassle 
over flying commercial, we 
might all want to sign up 

with Col. Chris Buescher on his 
next all-volunteer “Snowball Ex-
press.” Buescher, an American Air-
lines pilot who with his wife Tracey 
is active in the Pleasanton Military 
Families organization, recently flew 
an American Boeing 757 from Dal-
las to Sacramento, to Los Angeles, 
to San Diego, to Phoenix and back 
to Dallas, picking up some 180 
children between the ages of 5 and 
18 who had a parent killed in ac-
tion while serving in Afghanistan 
or Iraq. They were guests of the 
nonprofit Snowball Express orga-
nization set up in 2006 to honor 
children of those who gave their 
lives in the military since Sept. 11, 
2001. More than 8,000 children 
and their surviving parents have 
been treated to four days at Disney-
land, Universal Studios, or this year 
at a series of events in Dallas.
 American Airlines is a major spon-
sor and the official airline of Snow-
ball Express and this year provided 
eight commercial jet aircraft to pick 
up and take home again more than 
1,500 children and a chaperone 
(usually a surviving parent) for the 
unforgettable holiday gathering. Like 
Buescher, pilots and crew members 
of the American Airlines planes that 
brought the families to Dallas from 
airports around the country volun-
teered their time, along with ground 
crews and airport agents. After Bue-
scher landed his plane in Sacramento 
for the start of the trip, he worked 
with flight attendants and other vol-
unteers to decorate the plane with 
streamers and banners, seat gifts and 
more. Then, wearing red hats and 
holiday-designed clothes — one 
pilot was dressed as Elvis, a flight 
attendant dressed as Elmo — they 
welcomed aboard the first group 
of families, doing the same on the 
next three stops as the plane filled 
up. As the plane left each terminal, 
fire crews lined the taxi way with all 
lights flashing and as the plane came 
by, water cannons sent a rainbow of 
water crossing over the jet.
 For Buescher, it was an exhilarat-
ing way of making life a little more 
enjoyable for children who have lost 
a parent in the war. His emotions are 
real and personal. A Marine colonel, 
Buescher’s reserve unit was among 
the first to be deployed at the start 

of the Iraq war in March 2003. That 
meant leaving Tracey to care for their 
home and two daughters, Olivia, 
then 8, and Krista, then 5, while he 
joined Marine units moving toward 
Baghdad from Kuwait. He knew fel-
low Marines who didn’t survive. On 
Snowball Express, he found himself 
thinking of those fellow soldiers as 
he squeezed hands and gave bear 
hugs to children the age that his 
daughters were then whose father or 
mother were killed in action.
 Still, Buescher said he was proud 
to be part of the Snowball Express 
effort that brought smiles to these 
children’s faces and gave them and 
those with them four days of back-
to-back fun in Dallas. Activities in-
cluded a trip to the famous South-
fork Ranch where the TV series “Dal-
las” was produced, an inside look at 
the new Dallas Cowboys stadium 
and a private concert by actor Gary 
Sinise’s “Lt. Dan Band.” At the Dallas 
departure gate when the group left 
four days later, Santa was there with 
a band. Singer Lee Greenwood took 
the microphone and had the whole 
crowd singing a selection of Christ-
mas songs. A lone trumpeter played 
the national anthem. Then hundreds 
of American Airlines employees said 
goodbye as the war widows and 
children headed back home with 
Snowball Express mementos in their 
hands. 
 Buescher said he hopes to be 
asked to serve as a volunteer pilot 
next December for Snowball Ex-
press V.  He believes that he and 
others on his all-volunteer crew 
provided hopes and new memories 
to the children and their parents 
on board, giving them a chance to 
honor their fallen hero in ways other 
than by being sad or at a somber 
place, allowing them to have fun 
and to realize that it’s OK to laugh.
 For more information about 
the charity, sign on to www.snow-
ballexpress.org.  ■

AROUND 
PLEASANTON

BY JEB BING

Pleasanton 
Marine helps 
those who lost 
loved ones in war

About the Cover
BART representatives, who up to now have failed to include Pleasanton 
offi cials in plans to extend the rapid transit system to Livermore, now see 
they need the city’s OK since all the routes under consideration would go 
through Pleasanton. They’ve called a public meeting to discuss plans at 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday. Cover photo provided by BART.
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...BETTER SKIN THROUGH SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Jenny’s Skin Care

Free Parking  Open Monday - Saturday  Sundays by Appointment
4259 First St., Pleasanton  www.jennybeautycare.com

 Micro-Dermabrasion 
 European Facials 
 Full Waxing 
 Herbal Body  Wrap
 Brow & Lash Tinting 
 Brow Shaping 

 Proms/Wedding Makeovers 
 Aging Management Treatment 
 Peptides, Chemical Peel 
 Skin Firming Treatment 
 Acne Treatment

A Beauty of Touch by

925-846-3766

Natural Permanent Make-Up
 Eyebrows 
 Eyeliner 
 Lipliners 
 Lipstick 
 Beauty Mark

Permanent Removal of Skin Growths

$10.00 OFF
Any Facial

with this coupon.

$50.00 OFF
Any Permanent

Make-Up
with this coupon.

925.939.3333
2791 North Main St., Walnut Creek, CA

www.lawrencevolvo.com

Get All of This Plus More Great Offers from Volvo!

Purchase or Lease Any New 2009 Volvo by August 31st, 
2009 and enjoy a worry-free ownership experience with the

BEST-IN-CLASS COVERAGE PLAN FROM VOLVO
5 YEARS 60,000 MILE WARRANTY 
5 YEARS FACTORY SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE 
5 YEARS WEAR & TEAR COVERAGE 

For more details visit www.volvocars.us/safeandsound

Purchase or Lease ANY New 2009 or 2010 Volvo by January 4, 
2010 and enjoy a worry-free ownership experience with the

 miles, whichever comes fi rst. Certain limitations apply. Roadside Assistance 

 Competitive rates
 A wide range of home fi nancing solutions
 Easy application process

Home loan solutions from 
Bank of America

Contact me today:

Bank of America, N.A., Member FDIC       Equal Housing Lender © 2009 Bank 
of America Corporation. Credit and collateral are subject to approval. Terms and 
conditions apply. This is not a committment to lend. Programs, rates, terms and 
conditions are subject to change without notice. 00-62-0287D 04-2009 AR73004

Jim Black, MBA
Retail Sales Manager 
FHA, JUMBO, REFINANCE and PURCHASE SPECIALIST
925.285.4898
james.tyler.black@bankofamerica.com
www.meetjimblack.com

2009

7 Railroad Avenue, Stes. 7&9
Danville, CA 94526

Buescher joins the crew after decorat-
ing “Snowball Express.”



Streetwise
ASKED AT THE HOLIDAY ICE RINK 

What is your New Year’s resolution 
and how do you intend to keep it?

Chris Sommerfield
Financial Professional

To find a job. I’ll continue to be proactive, 
take initiative by spending one to two hours 
per day looking at job postings on different 
sites, keep in touch with my recruiters, and 
networking — getting my name out there. 
Also being patient and understanding that 
it isn’t a great economy right now but it is 
getting better and having a positive attitude.

Christine Tanis
Day Care Provider

Spend more time with my family and not be 
so worried about dust bunnies. I will plan 
activities on weekends and not worry about 
how the house looks. Getting out of the 
house with my family — that’s what I plan 
to do.

Alejandro Flores
Cook

The same as every year — try to be healthy 
and exercise. I need to try harder than last 
year. I’ll eat better, not too much fast food. 
Try to avoid McDonald’s and Burger King.

Jennifer Williams
Office Administrator

I haven’t even had time to think about it 
yet. I guess if I had a New Year’s resolution 
it would be to be healthier, to work out 
more and eat healthy. I don’t know how I 
intend to keep it.

Christina Argo
Mom

De-clutter. We’re going to learn the art of 
letting go and living simply — and pray that 
God will find someone who wants our stuff. 
Craigslist is our new best friend.

Have a Streetwise question? E-mail editor@PleasantonWeekly.com
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(925) 271-0713 
7090 JOHNSON DRIVE • PLEASANTON, CA 94588

*Some restrictions apply. The 30-day money back guarantee is for new 
members that join 1/1/2010 through 1/31/2010 with a 12-month agreement. 

One entry per person. Entry deadline and offer ends 1/31/2010.

VALUE YOUR SWEAT

Engage your muscles, work hard and feel the burn in a group fitness class. Then feel the cooling 
sweat that regulates your body and keeps you healthy and cool. That’s the value of sweat.

30-DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE
TRY US FOR 30 DAYS*

Enter to Win a 1-Year ClubSport Membership
at www.clubsports.com/enter2win

Love,
Your Friends at Cupid’s Tooth

We get new items at your request
on a weekly basis, so come see us!

Join the mailing list
at cupidstooth.com

99 West Neal Street

925.271.7085

Happy New Year!
Wishing you all the smiles, friends,

peace and prosperity possible in the coming year…



Newsfront
LPC expands 
veterans program
 Readjustment counseling is now 
offered for veterans at Las Positas 
College in Livermore, as a part of 
the expanded veterans program. 
With the counseling services pro-
vided by the Concord Vet Center, 
the program will include individ-
ual and group counseling, as well 
as marital and family counseling, 
medical referrals, employment 
counseling, transition counseling 
and other support services. With 
the new offerings, Tri-Valley vet-
erans and their families no longer 
have to drive to Concord or San 
Jose for similar services. The com-
munity college currently has 300 
student veterans. Call 424-1571.

Opera auditions

 Auditions for the Livermore 
Valley Opera production of “Die 
Fledermaus” are from 7:30 to 9 
p.m. Jan. 5 at the Bothwell Per-
forming Arts Center, 2466 8th St., 
Livermore. LVO seeks 24 singers 
with sight-reading ability and ten-
ors and basses in particular. Prior 
opera chorus is not required and 
rehearsals begin Jan. 25. If inter-
ested, contact Pat Goard, Chorus 
Coordinator, at goardp@att.net.

Classic films

 The classic film series continues 
at the Pleasanton Public Library, 
with the next installment featur-
ing “The Man in the White Suit.” 
Shown at 7 p.m. Jan. 7, Dr. Candy 
Klaschus, coordinator of the hu-
manities program at Las Positas 
College and film historian, will be 
present to discuss the feature. The 
series continues on the first Thurs-
day of the month through June.

Fire burners recorded

 The Bay Area Air Quality Man-
agement District recorded 47 po-
tential violations of the regional 
no-burn restriction set for Christ-
mas Day. Dec. 25 was forecast 
to have an unhealthy amount of 
particulate matter in the region, 
meaning residents were not al-
lowed to burn wood, manufac-
tured fire logs or any other solid 
fuel. The air district received 216 
calls that day ranging from com-
plaints to compliments, they said, 
and 12 inspectors patrolled the 
region and watched for smoke. 
 A violation does not automati-
cally equal a citation, but the vio-
lators are entered into a database 
and a citation with a $400 fine 
will go to repeat offenders. The 
district reported the air quality to 
be within standard.

Corrections
The Weekly desires to correct 
all signifi cant errors. To request 
a correction, call the editor 
at (925) 600-0840 or e-mail: 
editor@PleasantonWeekly.com

DIGEST
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BY DENNIS MILLER
 Susan Dawson was always some-
one who put a lot of time and ef-
fort in the Amador Valley High 
School boy’s soccer program.
 When Dawson died Oct. 3 from 
breast cancer, it left a huge void 
in the entire Pleasanton soccer 
community. Fueled by a desire 
to honor the legacy of Dawson, a 
parent who volunteered her time 
on the club and high school level, 
the people involved with Amador 
soccer felt there was only one way 
to pay respect to both Dawson and 

her family — have a soccer game 
in her honor.
 On Saturday, the Dons will play 
host to Richmond in the “Kick for 
the Cure,” game, a 1 p.m. contest 
at Amador Valley High School.
 The proceeds for the game will 
go to the Ryan Comer Cancer Re-
search Library at ValleyCare Medi-
cal Center. Comer was a former 
youth soccer player in Pleasanton, 
who also died of cancer.
 There will be no cost for ad-
mission to the game, but dona-
tions will be welcomed. In addi-

tion, Amador will be selling pink 
hooded sweatshirts at the game, 
which were donated by Adidas, 
as well as book angels, which can 
be dedicated to the memory of 
someone who was lost to cancer. 
There will also be pink wristbands 
for sale, which will have “Kick for 
the Cure,” imprinted on them.
 The Amador Leadership program 
will be selling baked goods and the 
snack bar will be open as well, with 
all money collected going to Valley-
Care and the Ryan Comer Library.
 Representatives from ValleyCare 

will also be on hand to pass out lit-
erature in both English and Span-
ish regarding breast cancer, and 
will be available to answer ques-
tions. There will also be students 
from Amador’s AP Spanish classes 
on hand to act as interpreters if 
necessary.
 Finally, the Amador boy’s team 
will be wearing pink jersey tops in 
honor of the day and Adidas has 
supplied enough wristbands for 
the players on both teams, as well 
as the referees to wear the day of 
the game. ■

Dons to host ‘Kick for the Cure’ honoring 
beloved boy’s soccer volunteer

Susan Dawson, who dedicated her time on both club and high school level, died of breast cancer Oct. 3

BY EMILY WEST
 The Pleasanton Unified School 
District is hoping to start the year 
with out-of-the-box thinking as 
they solicit ideas from the com-
munity at a special board meeting 
Tuesday at the Amador Valley 
High School’s library. 
 Around 7 p.m., staff will pro-
vide an update to the state budget, 
which would give a clearer picture 
of the 2009-10 budget and be-
yond. Past reports have estimated 
a state deficit of $20 billion, which 
would likely mean more cuts for 
Pleasanton schools in the current 
and upcoming year. 
 Board and community members 
alike have suggested that creative 
ideas for finding alternative rev-
enue sources would take away the 
dependence on state funding as 
well as maintain services for qual-
ity education. Last school year, 
the community identified class-size 
reduction (in grades K-3 and ninth 
grade math and English), counsel-

ors, reading specialists and music 
programs. 
 Last year, the board cut nearly 
$17 million to maintain a balanced 
budget. Possible program-saving 
solutions included a $233-per par-
cel tax, which voters didn’t approve 
by the necessary two-thirds major-
ity in June. A follow-up summer 
fundraising effort garnered around 
$460,000 and saved some of the 
prioritized programs for the cur-
rent school year only. 
 Depending on the success of 
Tuesday’s meeting, the board had 
said they would consider making 
these town hall forums a regular 
monthly or even bi-monthly fea-
ture.
 Also on Tuesday’s agenda, follow-
ing the start of the board meeting at 
6:30 p.m., is the action to possibly 
approve California’s Race to the 
Top participating local educational 
agency memorandum of under-
standing. The school is located at 
1155 Santa Rita Road. ■

BY JEB BING 
 Water customers in Pleasanton’s 
unincorporated Castlewood com-
munity and other parts of the East 
Bay, South Bay, the Peninsula and in 
San Francisco may see some tem-
porary cloudiness in their drinking 
water for the next couple months, a 
San Francisco Public Utilities Com-
mission spokeswoman said.
 Starting this week, some SFPUC 

customers, who include Castlewood 
users, may see tap water that appears 
cloudy or milky-white in color but is 
nevertheless perfectly safe to drink, 
spokeswoman Maureen Barry said.
 Customers in the city of Pleas-
anton, which has its own water de-
partment and service, and those in 
Happy Valley who access their water 
supplier from individual wells, are 
not affected by the SFPUC advisory.

 The change in the water is due 
to tiny air bubbles caused when 
an increased rate of flow from the 
agency’s Sunol Valley Water Treat-
ment Plant allows air to be mixed 
into the water.
 If the water is allowed to stand 
for a few minutes, the cloudiness 
will dissipate as the air bubbles rise 
to the surface and break apart.
 Due to maintenance on the re-

gional water system, SFPUC custom-
ers are not receiving water from the 
Hetch Hetchy Reservoir in the Sierra 
Nevada, but rather local reservoirs in 
the East Bay and Peninsula.
 The cloudiness is expected to 
dissipate when Hetch Hetchy 
supplies reach the Bay Area again 
after the completion of the work, 
which is scheduled to finish late 

School district seeks 
new revenue sources

Special meeting to be held Jan. 5 
in Amador’s library

Drinking water may be cloudy for Castlewood, 
other customers of Hetch Hetchy Reservoir 

Bubbles, cloudiness ‘no cause for concern,’ SF Public Utility says

DINO VOURNAS

Census lends a hand 
Volunteers loaded up holiday food bags last month to distribute to 
patrons of the Open Heart Kitchen at the Vineyard Christian Church 
in Livermore. More than 9,000 reusable bags were donated by the U.S. 
Census program through the Tri-Valley Complete Count Committee 
and Alameda County and distributed to nonprofi t agencies serving the 
populations of Dublin, Livermore and Pleasanton, according to Pleas-
anton city spokeswoman Joanne Hall. Pictured (L-R): volunteer Michelle 
McDonald, Open Heart Kitchen Executive Director Linda McKeever and 
volunteer Annie McDonald with Girl Scout Troop 32869.

See WATER on Page 8
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Presented by: Bhavna Malik, MD, Internist  
and Anamika Sharma, MD, Pediatrician

Date: Thursday, January 14, 2010

Time: 6:00–8:00PM

Location: ValleyCare Medical Plaza 
5725 W. Las Positas Blvd 
2nd floor Conference Room 
Pleasanton 
two blocks west of hospital

Learn about the causes of cervical  
cancer and the latest advancements in  
the prevention of the disease including  
the cervical cancer vaccine. The risks  
and benefits of prevention and treatment 
therapies will also be discussed. 

Please register for this seminar by calling  
1-800-719-9111 or visit valleycare.com  
and click on the classes link.

BY JEB BING 
 Californians will ring in both a 
new year and an assortment of new 
laws on Jan. 1, including several 
authored by Bay Area lawmakers.
 Beginning in 2010, drivers must 
be extra-vigilant when approach-
ing emergency vehicles, tow 
trucks or other service vehicles 
with flashing lights, as several new 
laws expand the state’s existing 
“slow down and move over” laws.
 Senate Bill 159, authored by Palo 
Alto Democrat Joe Simitian, makes 
permanent the law requiring free-
way motorists to slow down when 
approaching a stationary emer-
gency vehicle or tow truck that is 
flashing its emergency lights. If a 
driver is in the lane adjacent to the 
service vehicle, they must move to 
another lane if it’s safe to do so.
 Another senate bill from In-
glewood Democrat Rod Wright 
expands these “slow down and 

move over” guidelines to include 
Caltrans vehicles that are flashing 
their amber lights.
 Democratic Sen. Leland Yee of 
San Francisco authored several 
bills that take effect Jan. 1, in-
cluding Senate Bill 340. This bill 
attempts to reign in the business 
sneaky practice of selling custom-
ers a product or service, or giving 
something away for free, then 
automatically renewing their pur-
chase or sending them additional 
shipments later, along with a bill.
 Yee spokesman Adam Keig-
win said the senator had received 
complaints from constituents, and 
many office staff members report-
ed similar experiences with decep-
tive renewals.
 Customers provide their per-
sonal information, he said, and “lo 
and behold you get a subscription 
to this magazine.”
 The law requires businesses to 

clearly explain all automatic re-
newal terms and obtain the cus-
tomer’s consent.
 “It can’t just be in the fine 
print,” he said.
 Another Yee-authored bill be-
coming law in January, Senate Bill 
786, protects the rights of citizens 
who sue to enforce open govern-
ment laws. The law protects pub-
lic entities from recovering legal 
fees from individuals who sue in 
these cases, unless the lawsuit is 
deemed frivolous.
 People who challenged cities or 
counties on open government laws 
were getting stuck with municipal-
ities’ attorney fees when they lost, 
Keigwin said. “Folks would say, 
‘let’s not try to enforce these laws 
in case we lose,” he said. “We hope 
our open government laws will be 
enforced better.”

—Bay City News contributed 
to this report

New laws from Bay Area state senators 
set to take effect Jan. 1 

 Crews from the state Department 
of Water Resources are investi-
gating a break or leak in a state 
water pipeline near Livermore that 
flooded a parking lot and vineyard 
at a local winery.
 A portion of the 5-foot-diameter 
pipeline broke into three sections, 
according to DWR spokesman Eric 
Alvarez. The situation was discov-
ered Dec. 22.
 The spur line transports water 
from Lake Del Valle to communities 
in Alameda and Santa Clara counties. 
It was being pressed into extra ser-
vice during the state’s ongoing proj-
ect to enlarge and improve the South 
Bay Aqueduct, the main means of 
water delivery in the region.
 DWR engineers believe the 
breakage is the result of water, ei-
ther from recent rainstorms or from 
a small leak in the pipeline, saturat-
ing the earth beneath the pipe that 
supports its weight. 

 Residents should not see any ef-
fect in their water supply, according 
to Alvarez, and DWR engineers are 
putting alternative water sources in 
place.
 “The immediate supply they are 
already rectifying from the San Luis 
Reservoir,” he said.
 Repair of the spur is expected to 
take at least two months, but the 
aqueduct enlargement project is 
scheduled to be completed Jan. 11, 
restoring the region’s main water 
delivery source.
 Crews are still assessing the total 
damage and planning the specifics of 
the repairs, according to the DWR. 
 The break occurred in a portion 
of the water line on a hillside just 
above the Wente Vineyards. Water 
flooded a vineyard and parking 
lot at the facility, according to the 
DWR.

—Bay City News contributed 
to this report

State water pipeline 
breaks, floods part of 

Wente vineyard

 Several hundred well-wishers from 
around Pleasanton joined in a rally to 
welcome home Army Capt. Jared 
Miller, 25, from a year’s service in 
Afghanistan last week in front of his 
parents’ home on Paseo Santa Cruz.
 Despite brisk temperatures drop-
ping into the 40s, the crowd waved 
banners and flags as Miller arrived 
in the neighborhood, led by the 
Warriors’ Watch Riders motorcycle 
escort group that met him at San 
Francisco International Airport.
 His parents Jan and Doug Miller, 
his older sister Ashley and his twin 
sister Reagan and her fiance Simon 
Maher joined in the tribute, led by 
Chris Miller and other members 
of the Pleasanton Military Families 
Support Group.
 Also joining in the welcome home 
celebration were the Pleasanton and 
Livermore posts of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars and the American Le-
gion, Vietnam Veterans of America, 

the Lafayette Flag Brigade, Operation 
S.A.M. from Livermore, the Pleasan-
ton Police Department represented 
by Capt. Eric Finn, Blue Star Moms 
of Danville and the Livermore-Pleas-
anton Fire Department.
 Pleasanton Vice Mayor Jerry 
Thorne also participated in the cer-
emonies, saying:  “The men and 
women who wear the uniform of 
this country are among our most 
valued citizens and we are very, 
very proud of you. So on behalf 
of the City Council and a grateful 
community, welcome home.”
 During his year in Afghanistan, 
Capt. Miller flew Chinook helicop-
ters. He said that as dangerous as 
his missions were, it is the military 
on the ground that’s most at risk 
around the clock, getting shot at 
every day and with no safe haven 
to fly back to as helicopter pilots 
are able to do after their missions. 

—Jeb Bing

Army captain returns home 
from Afghanistan

Capt. Jared Miller flew Chinook helicopters 
during one-year mission in war-torn country
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SMOG INSPECTION 

Harry’s Auto Repair
Test and Repair

925-462-3237

No Appointments Necessary!
 Mon-Fri 8-4pm

183-A Wyoming St., Pleasanton
— Gold Shield Station —

 + $8.25 CERT.$45 with
coupon(     )Special

We can smog any vehicle!

Unretouched clinical photo taken 
while frowning before and 14 days 

after treatment with Botox® Cosmetic

Also Offering Botox® /
Restylane® Treatments

Dr. Moshe Lewis, MD
Dermatologist
925-846-5614

FREE CONSULTATION

New clients only
Pleasanton
374 St. Mary St.
925 846-5614

San Ramon
2701 Crow Canyon Blvd.
925 837-6400

Lose weight...and keep it off!

NEW Botox® Service

$75 OFF
Botox® Treatment 

plus Free Consultation to new clients only
Not valid with other offers.

Shauntrell lost weight on our 
program and you can too!

After

Before

BY JANET PELLETIER
 Detective Eric Fredgren’s tireless work to clear crimi-
nal cases and dispatcher Betsy Jones’ penchant for a 
strong work ethic have earned them top honors from 
the Pleasanton Police Department.
 Fredgren, who joined the department in 1997 after 
being an officer in Redwood City, has been named Of-
ficer of the Year. He is credited with clearing a large 
amount of criminal cases, including 27 vandalism 
cases in the early part of the year. His work helped the 
department achieve a high Part 1 crime clearance rate 
(Part 1 crimes include homicide, rape, robbery, aggra-
vated assault, burglary, larceny, motor vehicle theft and 
arson.)
 Fredgren has been assigned as the department’s 

Crimes Against Persons detective for 2010 and will 
serve as a primary liaison with the Alameda County 
District Attorney’s Office. A three-year member of the 
department’s Criminal Investigations Unit, Fredgren 
has also held positions such as a patrol officer, motor-
cycle traffic officer and field training officer.
 Professional Employee of the Year was awarded to 
dispatcher Betsy Jones. Jones joined the department in 
1990 and has been trained as a tactical dispatcher to 
provide assistance during SWAT call outs. 
 Jones is credited with having a strong work ethic, 
loyalty and a willingness to help wherever it is needed, 
even if it means starting a shift in the middle of the 
night. Jones often volunteers in department and Pleas-
anton Police Officers Association events. ■

Police detective, dispatcher receive 
top year-end recognitions

Eric Fredgren, Betsy Jones honored for extra efforts to keep city safe

Detective Eric 
Fredgren and 

dispatcher 
Betsy Jones 

were named 
Officer of 

the Year and 
Professional 
Employee of 

the Year by 
the Pleasan-

ton Police 
Department. 

PLEASANTON 
POLICE 

DEPARTMENT

 Hacienda Helping Hands distributed more than 
$52,000 in grants to 22 local nonprofit organization 
during an awards banquet Dec. 9.
 Hacienda Helping Hands is a charitable campaign 
supported by contributions from Hacienda compa-
nies and affiliates conducted in partnership with the 
Tri-Valley Community Foundation. 
 The organization, project the funds are earmarked 
for, and the amount of the grant are as follows: 
■ Abode Services: “Families Have Fun Together,” 
which provides weekly enrichment activities to low-
income families who are facing adverse circumstances, 
$1,000 
■ Axis Community Health: Direct medical services 
for 32 uninsured, low-income Tri-Valley residents, 
$5,000 
■ Buenas Vidas Youth Ranch: to support a kitchen up-
grade and repairs for group foster home, $1,000 
■ East Bay Innovations: to support the Connect Uni-
versity Project, which will provide mental health coun-
seling and education to individuals and small groups 
of adults with developmental disabilities, $1,000 
■ Easter Seals Bay Area: to support the Kaleidoscope 
After School Program, providing children with autism 
and similar developmental disabilities a comprehen-
sive and creative approach to recreation, education and 
socialization services, $1,000 
■ Grid Alternatives: support of the Solar Affordable 
Housing Program in Pleasanton, $2,500 
■ Hope Hospice: in support of grief support counsel-
ing and center, $1,000 
■ Horizons Family Counseling: to support parents 
who enroll in the Parent Project and the concurrent 
program called “Keepin’ It Real,” $5,000 
■ Open Heart Kitchen: to support the Hot Meal Pro-
gram and Box Lunch Program, which provide meals 
for low-income children and families within the Tri-
Valley, $2,000 
■ Pleasanton Cultural Arts Council: to support the 
2010 Pleasanton Poetry, Prose, and Arts Festival, 
$3,000 
■ Pleasanton Cultural Arts Foundation: in support of 
the challenge campaign for the Firehouse Arts Center, 
$5,000 
■ Pleasanton Partnership In Education: Supports the 
PPIE grant program which offers funding for enrich-
ment and support programs for students and teachers 
of Pleasanton Unified School District, $2,000 
■ San Francisco Shakespeare Festival: Support of per-
forming arts productions and arts education activities 
in Pleasanton, $1,000 
■ Shakespeare’s Associates: Help fund union actors to 
strengthen the quality of 2010 Livermore Shakespeare 
Festival, $1,000
■ Senior Support Program of the Tri-Valley: To support 
a peer counseling program for seniors in the Tri-Valley, 
$5,000 
■ Sentinels of Freedom: To support the Pleasanton 

Sentinels of Freedom Mentor Project which supplies 
one veteran (with a traumatic brain injury) employ-
ment, education, housing and transportation, $2,500 
■ Stand Against Domestic Violence: To support the 
Crisis Line Services offering women immediate crisis 
counseling, linkages to STAND!’s services, and referrals 
to other agencies and services as needed, $1,000 
■ Taylor Family Foundation: to support the Taylor 
Family Foundation’s Camp Arroyo serving children 
with conditions such as autism, diabetes, HIV/AIDS, 
heart disease and celiac disease, $2,000 
■ The Arc of Alameda County: to support a new initia-
tive to 32 clients at a Livermore facility to participate in 
integrated community-based experiences, $1,000 
■ TransForm: for the support of a project to engage Tri-
Valley Communities in healthy transportation and giv-
ing access to low-income families and seniors through 
public transportation, $2,500 
■Tri-Valley YMCA: to support a mentoring program for 
at-risk middle school students. The program pairs at-
risk students with caring, responsible adults who will 
provide academic and social support and positive life 
coaching, $2,000 
■ Tri-Valley Housing Opportunity Center: to fund the 
Family Stability Homeless Prevention and Rapid Re-
housing Program, $5,000

—Gina Channell-Allen

Hacienda Helping Hands awards grants
22 area nonprofits receive more than $52,000 for projects

DAVID RICE

Elaine Taylor of the Taylor Family Foundation thanks the 
Helping Hands organization for its contribution of $2,000 
to support the nonprofit’s Camp Arroyo, which serves chil-
dren with conditions such as autism, diabetes, HIV/AIDS, 
heart disease and celiac disease. 



next month.
 Customers in Alameda and 
Santa Clara counties are most 
likely to see the cloudiness, ac-
cording to Barry. As the water 
works its way through the system, 
up the Peninsula and into San 
Francisco, the air bubbles will not 
be as apparent, she said.
 The SFPUC is emphasizing that 

the cloudy water is “nothing to 
cause concern,” Barry said. The 
water continues to meet all state 
and federal regulatory require-
ments for water quality.
 She said the same thing has 
happened in recent years, and 
although the agency did not 
receive many calls about the 
cloudy water last year, “it could 
happen, so we didn’t want to 
alarm anyone if it does over the 
holidays.” ■
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These days,
every penny counts.

BOB MCGLINCHY, CLU
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925.846.0880
1987 Santa Rita Road Ste E
bobmcglinchy@allstate.com
CA Lic: 0627529

I help safe drivers save up to 26%.
Frugality is back. But it’s not all bad. Some of us 
are actually enjoying the hunt for new ways to 
save. Here’s one: drive safely. You can save up 
to 26%. And that’s just for starters. Call me first 
to get the discounts you deserve.

Discounts are subject to terms, conditions and availability. Actual savings will vary. Allstate Indemnity 
Company, Northbrook, IL. © 2009 Allstate Insurance Company

TEEN MALE ANGER MANAGEMENT
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 Local scouts will set out across 
Pleasanton to pick up Christmas 
trees from driveways and curbs.
 Boy Scout Troop 941 and Ven-
ture Crew 940 conduct the an-
nual pickup as a fundraiser for 
troop activities. Funds raised are 
used to pay for camping equip-
ment and scouting activities such 
as summer camp and weekend 
outings. 
 The big day will be Jan. 9 and 
residents can register ahead of 
time in the following ways: filling 
out an electronic form, printing 
out a registration form and mail-
ing it in, or calling 399-1377. 
 Trees must be in the driveway 

or at the curb by 8 a.m. At that 
time, scouts will start picking up 
trees, but it’s a day-long process to 
finish the job. Tree stands should 
be removed. Payment should not 
be attached to the tree.
 Donations are not required, 
but donations are recommended 
to help the boys out for their 
hard work — $5 for trees 8’ and 
under, $10 for bigger trees and 
an additional $5 for flocked trees. 
Donations can be made either by 
credit card using PayPal or by en-
closing a check with the registra-
tion form. For information, visit 
http://tree-pickup.troop941.org.

—Janet Pelletier

 As the Christmas season came to 
a close last week, the Livermore-
Pleasanton Fire Department was 
thanking the community for its 
involvement in the annual Toys for 
Tots drive. Even with the receding 
economy and campaigns across 
the nation reported 30 percent 

fewer toys, the LPFD collection 
surpassed the goal of bringing in 
15,000 toys. 
 With the added resources of 
the Marines this year and the re-
cycling of past support materials 
the campaign was able to collect 
more than 16,600 toys so far. 

The LPFD sent about 13,000 toys 
to the Tri-Valley area, with an 
added 1,000 last-minute requests 
on Saturday. They also reportedly 
sent out 1,600 toys to San Jose, 
where they received 45,000 of the 
90,000 they had hoped to receive. 

—Emily West

Boy Scouts prepare for 
Christmas tree pickups

Annual tradition is a big fundraiser for troops

LPFD reports strong toy collection drive
13,000 toys delivered to Tri-Valley families in need

Project for home-
bound seniors earns 
Wheaton Eagle Scout 

 Scott Lee 
Wheaton, a 17-
year-old senior 
at Foothill High 
School, has at-
tained the rank 
of Eagle Scout 
the highest rank 
in Boy Scouts of 
America. 
 Wheaton started as a Tiger Cub 
in Pack 948 at Valley View Elemen-
tary School, later joining Troop 943 
and Troop 908. He has held leader-
ship positions such as Patrol Leader 
and Assistant Senior Patrol Leader.
 To achieve Eagle Scout, Wheaton 
completed a community service 
project coordinating and imple-
menting an e-waste collection 
for home-bound senior citizens 
in Pleasanton. The idea for the 
project came about a when he 
noticed televisions discarded into 
the trash dumpsters at the mobile 
home park where his grandparents 
live. He talked to several residents 
and learned that the seniors could 
not get their e-waste to the city-
wide collection days for various 
reasons such as health issues, lack 
of transportation and being unable 
to move the heavy items they had 
to discard. He contacted Pleasan-
ton Operations Department and 
received approval to coordinate his 
collection with the citywide drop 
off days. More than 300 items were 
collected. 

Pleasanton woman 
receives American 
Cancer Society award  

 Helen Mendel, 
CMD, a long-
time volunteer 
with the Ameri-
can Cancer So-
ciety, serving as 
chairman of the 
board of the Cal-
ifornia division 
in 1997-1998, 
president of the All Pro Promo-
tions Company, and marketing and 
special events consultant to many 
successful Bay Area corporations 
and nonprofits, has been awarded 
the Capitol Dome Award on behalf 
of the American Cancer Society. 
 The society established the award 
in 1994, which is given annually to 

one volunteer in each division who 
has on a long-term basis engaged in 
the American Cancer Society’s leg-
islative advocacy efforts, playing a 
leadership role recruiting, training, 
and motivating others. 
 Mendel, who lives in Pleasan-
ton, has influenced legislators, and 
she played a leading role in safe-
guarding Proposition 99 tobacco 
tax funds, defending the Smoke-
Free Workplace law, passing the 
Proposition 10 tobacco tax in-
crease, recognizing supportive leg-
islators and raising money for the 
American Cancer Society Cancer 
Action Network (ACS CAN), the 
nonprofit, nonpartisan advocacy 
affiliate of the American Cancer 
Society. 

Pleasanton represented 
in Miss California top 15
 Sonia Talati, Miss Pleasanton 
USA, recently made it to the top 
15 at the Miss California USA 2010 
pageant. A panel of judges selected 
these girls from 136 contenders 
based on poise, personality, confi-
dence and character. This was the 
first time in years Miss California 
USA 2010 was televised. Talati said 
she was “ecstatic to represent the 
city where her mind grew, the com-
munity spirit ran strong, and home 
is forever.” The 
21-year-old is a 
communications 
and economics 
graduate from 
UCLA. She is 
currently pursu-
ing a career in 
broadcast televi-
sion.
 The weekend was jam-packed 
with rehearsals, preliminary com-
petition events and preparation for 
the final day. The contestants com-
peted in three categories: swimsuit, 
evening gown and interview. The 
difference in this year’s pageant was 
the focus on individuality. Talati 
said she strongly believes that “pag-
eants are an opportunity to answer 
the question ‘Who do you want to 
be?’ and then strive to become that 
person. It takes true dedication.”

Kim and Shin win 
competition for Young 
Musicians

 The Livermore-Amador Sym-
phony recently held its 37th annual 
Competition for Young Musicians 
and named Curtis Kim and Frank 
Shin its winners. The winners will 
perform as soloists with the sym-
phony at its Feb. 13 concert. 
 Curtis, son of Andrew and Jenny 

Kim, is a student at Foothill High 
School and performed the first 
movement of Concerto No. 1 in B 
minor by Dvorak.
 Frank, son of Chang and Hyo 
Shin, is also a student at Foothill 
and performed the third movement 
of Weber’s Concerto No. 2. 

Lee named Math for 
America San Diego 
fellow 

 Eunice Lee, a 2004 graduate of 
Amador Valley High School, was 
recently selected as a 2009 Math 
for America San Diego Fellow, ac-
cording to Barbara Edwards, execu-
tive director of Math for America 
San Diego. Now 
in its second 
year, MfA SD is 
a nonprofit or-
ganization dedi-
cated to signifi-
cantly improv-
ing mathematics 
education in San 
Diego County 
public secondary schools by pro-
viding significant financial support 
and encouragement to new exem-
plary mathematics teachers.
 Lee graduated with a bachelor’s 
degree in statistics and bachelor’s 
in economics in 2008 from UC 
Davis.  
 Lee is currently pursuing her 
Single Subject Math teaching cre-
dential and Masters in Education 
at the University of California, San 
Diego. Upon completion, Lee will 
receive placement assistance from 
one of MfA SD’s partner school 
districts to begin her mathematics 
teaching career in a local area high 
need high school.

8th grader nabs 
1st place in piano 
competition

 Nisha Kale, an eighth grader at 
Pleasanton Middle School, took 
first place in the California Music 
Teachers Association Sonata Com-
petition held in Orinda in No-
vember. Kale played the second 
movement of Ravel’s Sonatine, 
written in 1905. She competed in 
the preliminary round against 22 
other pianists at level eight and 
was one of five finalists selected 
to perform before a panel of three 
judges. Last year, she had placed 
third at level six in the sonata 
competition playing Haydn. She 
has been playing since age 6 and 
also enjoys reading, writing and 
basketball. She also plays in the 
symphonic band at PMS. ■

OF NOTE
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We’re glad to see that BART officials have recognized 
the importance of including Pleasanton in its discus-
sion on which routes would be best for extending 

rapid transit service to Livermore. After all, BART’s Pleasanton-
Dublin station, which now serves as the end of the line for 
the Tri-Valley, is in Pleasanton. Both sides of Interstate 580 
on which BART tracks run are wholly within the Pleasanton 
city limits all the way east to El Charro Road. Staples Ranch, 
where BART is proposing to run 40-foot-high elevated tracks 
atop multi-million-dollar developments now nearing final ap-
proval, will likely be annexed into Pleasanton within a year. 
Given that it will take a Pleasanton OK before a BART exten-
sion can be built, it was puzzling to find the transit agency, 
Livermore’s Mayor Marshall Kamena and Alameda County 
Supervisor Scott Haggerty colluding on detailed plans to route 
BART tracks through Pleasanton without so much as a phone 
call to tell City Manager Nelson Fialho, Mayor Jennifer Hoster-
man or any of the other City Councilmembers what’s going 
on. For years, BART’s announced plan for extending service to 
Livermore was to build new tracks down the median of I-580, 
where trains now roll to a staging area between Hacienda Drive 
and Santa Rita Road. That’s still the cheapest at $3 billion or so 
and by BART’s own studies would attract the most new riders 
to the system. Of course that route would not help Livermore’s 
redevelopment plans for its downtown, nor the wish to have 
rapid transit service to the front doors of its proposed multi-
million-dollar performing arts center.
 Two weeks ago, after a blistering letter from Fialho asking 
them why Pleasanton was being ignored in the BART to Liv-
ermore planning process, District 4 BART Director John Mc-
Partland and BART Project Manager Malcolm Quint showed 
up unscheduled at a City Council meeting to sooth rough 
feelings and clear the air. From now on, Pleasanton officials 
— both elected and staff — will be at the table for all com-
munity discussions. Public meetings will be held alternately in 
Pleasanton and Livermore. In fact, the first will be held at 6:30 
p.m. next Wednesday in the City Council Chamber on Old 
Bernal Avenue, a meeting well worth attending or watching on 
TV29 if the community television station chooses to cover it. 
At issue will be BART’s 2,000-page “BART to Livermore Exten-
sion Draft Program Environmental Impact Review.” Like most 
EIRs, it’s filled with data, background studies, commentaries 
and detailed analyses of available transportation, land uses, 
population and housing, air quality and “geology, soils and 
seismicity.” Just the index listing the location of figures, such 
as peak hour traffic volumes projected for 2035, runs three 
pages, followed by five index pages showing where to find 
tables, such as “Interaction between Build Alternatives and the 
Existing/Planned Multimodal Transportation Network.”
 We don’t want to make light of this comprehensive docu-
ment nor of the information it contains. It’s just that no one 
at City Hall saw the document until early December when the 
CEQA-required public review period deadline was Dec. 21. 
That has now been extended to Jan. 21 which will terminate 
BART’s acceptance of comments on the draft EIR. 
 Even though any BART extension to Livermore is probably 
20 years away or longer, the draft EIR once finalized and ap-
proved would be the land use document guiding future de-
velopment in both Livermore and Pleasanton where possible, 
future BART construction plans are concerned. 
 That’s why it’s important for everyone in Pleasanton with 
an interest in the city’s development to carefully review the 
BART draft EIR and comment. A good place to start will be at 
Wednesday’s meeting. 

Heads up! BART’s draft EIR could 
affect all of us
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Happy New Year! 
Happy New You!

What makes our group unique?

Starts January 14th, 6:30 p.m. Limited Space, Call Today!

Finally A Weight Loss Group That Works!

“Express your Full Potential”

PRESENT THIS AD WHEN YOU BUY 2 ADMISSIONS
AND GET THE 3RD ADMISSION FREE.
OFFER VALID UNTIL JANUARY 10, 2010

MONDAY - FRIDAY OPEN AT 12 NOON
SATURDAY & SUNDAY OPEN AT 10AM

RINK HOURS

400 OLD BERNAL ROAD, PLEASANTON, CA
(located between City Hall and the Library)

RINK LOCATION

Come watch our free exhibition skates Saturdays at 5pm
Please visit our website for more information and open skate times!

DEVCONHOLIDAYICERINK.COM

Come celebrate the Holidays at 
our brand new outdoor skating 
rink in downtown Pleasanton. 
Rink Number: 925-484-4002

NOVEMBER 20 - JANUARY 10 
HOLIDAY ICE RINK

PRESENTED BY
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Sale Ends January 31st

Clover Creek

30% Off 
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 Lamps and Clocks

25% Off 
 Furniture

Storewide Clearance 
 on many items

Annual 
Inventory 
Sale

Your editorial regarding 
Happy Valley has a few 
items that need addressing 

(“Happy Valley: Joining Pleasan-
ton lot by lot,” Dec. 4, page 10). 
 The residents did not view an-
nexation as a “missed one time 
opportunity,” but as their choice 
to preserve their rural life style. 
The city, developers, and Happy 
Valley residents all agreed on golf 
course construction which in-
cluded a bypass road. It was not 
an “insistence;” it was a three-
way agreement. The article states 
taxpayers would bear the cost of 
the bypass road. Not so. The cost 
was to be borne by golf course 
fees, fees from the developers, 
and land transfer agreements. 
Because the city ignored the 
agreement, homeowners sued to 
enforce it. The judge agreed and 
ruled that the city must put in 
the road, but gave an out by not 
requiring a completion date. A 

bypass road was the agreement, 
but as the article points out, no 
action in 17 years. 
 Regarding the cost of water 
and sewer hookups, the $41,000 
hookup agreement “to the lot 
line only” does not include re-
moving the existing septic tank, 
the installation of backflow 
valves, valves at the stubs in the 
street, trenching and installa-
tion of pipes from the street to 
the residence, water meters and 
monthly city utility fees. The 
all-inclusive costs in 2002 would 
have been at least $50,000 for 
most properties. The cost in 
2002 was as substantial then as 
it is today, and many residents 
chose then as they do now not to 
participate. Since all properties 
are 1 acre and larger and many 
with large amounts of vegetation, 
water costs to maintain would be 
prohibitive, to the detriment of 
the Valley. 
 The comment that septic tanks 
and wells are aging, implying 
non-maintenance — also not 
correct. Residents who use such 
systems are very attentive with 
maintenance knowing no city re-
pair service will be coming to the 
rescue. Longtime residents that 
use the septic/well systems have 
done so without ill effects. In 

2008, Alameda County request-
ed well water tests. There were 
no negative test results. Chance 
of ground water contamination 
is more of an issue from chemi-
cals used at the golf course, and 
new residents using pesticides, 
weed sprays, commercial spray 
companies and animal poisons. 
People say they love the coun-
try and want to live here, but 
soon after moving in, want to 
change it. Those moving into a 
rural area should be willing to 
adopt that lifestyle or choose a 
standard neighborhood. As far as 
referring to estranged neighbor-
hood relations — irrelevant; it 
is a rare neighborhood that does 
not have strained relationships.

Phyllis Couper has lived in Happy 
Valley for 37 years.

GUEST OPINION
BY PHYLLIS COUPER

Rural lifestyle 
shouldn’t be 
denied to those 
who enjoy it

A Professional Accounting Corporation
You’re More Than Just a Number!

Julie Loomis, CPA

IMPORTANT

‘ ’
A woman hijacked a California 
Highway Patrol car in Sunol 
at 3:40 this afternoon, leading 
sheriff’s deputies on a high 
speed chase on northbound 
Interstate 680...

READ MORE/COMMENT

Town Square Forum

Transit-oriented 
development for BART 
extension?
Dear Editor,
 MTC demands dense housing 
near new suburban rail transit sta-
tions, and calls it TOD — transit 
oriented development. Real TOD, 
however, brings scads of surface 
parking there instead.
 A number of cars, each with 
at least one transit user, fit in 
the space occupied by one dwell-
ing unit. Don’t forget occupant 
and guest parking spaces. From 
their home, transit riders can drive 
much farther than they can rea-
sonably walk, greatly extending 
the station’s service area. At their 
destination, fewer people have 
cars to drive.
 As destination uses come, it is 
much easier to convert surface 
parking to structure parking and 
build mid- to high-rise there than 
it is to tear down dense residential. 
Thus, TOD for new BART exten-
sions should bring ample surface 
parking and dense land uses other 
than residential.

Robert S. Allen
(BART director from 

1974-1988)

Where did Obama’s 
hope for change go?
Dear Editor,
 Barack Obama was elected presi-
dent by a populace hungry for 
change and still believing in the 
possibility of government of, by, 
and for the people. While it is true 
in his campaign Obama said that 
he would shift emphasis from Iraq 
to Afghanistan in the “global war 
on terror,” his continued focus on 
a military solution rather than a 
more humanitarian approach to 
the roots of terrorism promises a 
continuation of death, misery, and 
squandered resources. 
 Most disappointing to those 
hoping for change was his Nobel 
Peace Prize acceptance speech 
which resembled a thinking-per-
sonís version of the Bush Doc-
trine of preemptive war. Obama 
is an intelligent man — he must 

get it that war to end terrorism 
only creates more of both. Clearly, 
there are other motivations for war 
without end.
 There is an alternative to con-
tinued disappointment over the 
failure of our elected leaders to 
keep their promises. Pleasanto-
nians 4 Peace, a group of Tri-Val-
ley residents, holds a candlelight 
vigil on the second Wednesday 
of each month at 7 p.m. in front 
of the Museum on Main Street in 
Pleasanton, where we reflect on 
the human and monetary costs of 
war, honor our veterans who have 
sacrificed, and visualize a more 
peaceful world.
 In the immortal words of Pete 
Townsend, we have met the new 
boss and heís the same as the old 
boss. Weíve tried electoral democ-
racy to end these wars. Itís time to 
try direct democracy. We hope you 
will join us.

Matt Sullivan
(Pleasanton City Councilman)

Kernan not an 
automatic president if 
re-elected

Dear Editor,
 Thanks for the coverage about 
the school board’s selection of pres-
ident. One point, however, that 
you might want to amend: you may 
not want to predict that Pat will 
automatically become president in 
2011 if he is re-elected. This is be-
cause he has served as president in 
prior years. 
 Although Pat would be a good 
president, the clerk role is a way 
for newer board members to gain 
leadership experience before be-
coming president, just like Chris 
Grant did. (By the way, Chris was 
on the school board almost two 
years before becoming president. 
Valerie has served just one year.) 
 Our board has traditionally been 
good about rotating the president 
position to newer board members, 
which is why I had hoped Valerie 
would become clerk. But even 
though she didn’t accept that role 
(and though I can’t guarantee the 
future), I think the board will se-
lect someone who has not served 
as president in December 2010. 

Jim Ott
(PUSD board member)

LETTERS
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More than 1,200 drivers arrested 
for DUI during new regional 
enforcement effort

 More than 1,200 people have been arrested in 
the Bay Area for driving under the influence of 
alcohol or drugs in the first 10 days of a regional 
anti-DUI campaign.
 The Bay Area Regional Avoid campaign involves 125 
law enforcement agencies around the Bay Area and, as 
of 6 a.m. Sunday, has netted 1,291 arrests since the 

increased enforcement efforts began on Dec. 18.
 There has been one death attributed to an im-
paired driver on Bay Area roadways during the 
campaign, which will continue through Jan. 3.
 The Avoid program involves 21 agencies in Alame-
da County, 25 in Contra Costa County, six in Napa 
County, 10 in Solano County, 13 in Marin County, 
13 in Santa Clara County, 13 in Sonoma County, 14 
in San Francisco and 23 in San Mateo County.
 More information on the campaign is available at 
www.californiaavoid.org.

—Bay City News Service

POLICE BULLETIN

POLICE REPORT

The Pleasanton Police Department 
made the following information avail-
able. Under the law, those charged 
with offenses are considered innocent 
until convicted.

Dec. 20
Theft
■ 5:25 p.m. in the 5300 block of Owens 

Drive; theft of services
■ 8:36 p.m. in the 3800 block of 

Vineyard Avenue
■ 9:56 p.m. in the 3800 block of 

Vineyard Avenue
Vehicular burglary
■ 6:47 p.m. in the 1000 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Raod
Vandalism
■ 9:57 p.m. in the 3800 block of 

Vineyard Avenue
■ 10:49 p.m. in the 3800 block of 

Vineyard Avenue
Assault with a deadly weapon
■ 1:45 a.m. in the 5500 block of 

Johnson Drive

Dec. 21
Theft
■ 12:04 p.m. in the 3500 block of 

Ballantyne Drive; identity theft
■ 2:37 p.m. in the 1500 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft
Burglary
■ 5:03 a.m. in the 7000 block of 

Commerce Cirlce
Vandalism
■ 8:56 a.m. in the 1400 block of Santa 

Rita Road
■ 9:52 a.m. in the 1400 block of Santa 

Rita Road
■ 11:18 a.m. in the 7500 block of 

Canyon Meadows Circle
■ 11:41 a.m. at the intersection of 

Busch Road and Valley Avenue
■ 2:06 p.m. in the 4500 block of Ross 

Gate Way
Drug/alcohol violations
■ 5:35 p.m. in the 4800 block of Bernal 

Avenue; public drunkenness
■ 6:52 p.m.  at the intersection of Valley 

Avenue and Hopyard Road; DUI, 
under the influence of a controlled 
substance

■ 8:46 p.m. at the intersection of Main 
and West Neal streets; public drunk-
enness

Arson
■ 7:59 p.m. in the 5800 block of Laurel 

Creek Drive

Dec. 22
Theft
■ 3:08 p.m. in the 3100 block of Santa 

Rita Road; stolen vehicle
■ 3:46 p.m. in the 2800 block of El 

Capitan Drive

■ 4:01 p.m. in the 1500 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road

Vehicular burglary
■ 1:42 p.m. in the 4800 block of 

Hopyard Road
Vandalism
■ 10:41 a.m. in the 5000 block of 

Owens Drive
■ 1:00 p.m. in the 3800 block of 

Vineyard Avenue
■ 3:01 p.m. in the 5600 block of West 

Las Positas Boulevard
■ 4:14 p.m. in the 6100 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road
Drug/alcohol violations
■ 10:25 p.m. at the intersection of 

Hopyard Road and Stoneridge Drive; 
DUI

■ 11:41 p.m. at the intersection of 
Owens Drive and West Las Positas 
Boulevard

Dec. 23
Theft
■ 8:03 a.m. in the 3800 block of Vine 

Street; stolen vehicle
■ 11:01 a.m. in the 3100 block of East 

Ruby Hill Drive; petty theft
■ 1:02 p.m. in the 1500 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft
■ 5:57 p.m. in the 4400 block of 

Rosewood Drive; forgery
■ 8:38 p.m. in the 1500 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft
Vehicular burglary
■ 8:34 a.m. in the 3300 block of Prairie 

Drive
DUI
■ 2:02 a.m. at the intersection of East 

Angela and First streets
■ 11:03 p.m. at the intersection of Valley 

Avenue and Koll Center Parkway

Dec. 24
Theft
■ 9:52 a.m. in the 3400 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road; grand theft
■ 12:39 p.m. in the 4500 block of 

Rosewood Drive; petty theft
DUI
■ 12:13 a.m. in the 4200 block of Valley 

Avenue

Dec. 25
Grand theft
■ 8:27 a.m. in the 5700 block of West 

Las Positas Boulevard
Vehicular burglary
■ 8:27 a.m. in the 5700 block of West 

Las Positas Boulevard
Drug/alcohol violations
■ 12:00 a.m. at the intersection of 

Bernal Avenue and Puerto Vallarta; 
DUI

■ 12:43 a.m. in the 3900 block of 
Stoneridge Drive; public drunkenness

Dec. 26
Theft
■ 3:36 p.m. in the 1200 block of 

Harvest Road; grand theft
■ 7:26 p.m. in the 4500 block of 

Rosewood Drive; petty theft
■ 8:51 p.m. in the 1400 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft
Vandalism

■ 10:45 a.m. in the 4200 block of First 
Street

Drug/alcohol violations
■ 12:15 p.m. in the 1000 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road; non-narcotic 
controlled substance possession

■ 10:37 p.m. in the 800 block of Main 
Street; DUI

WEEKLY MEETING NOTICES

ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  
AND PUBLIC COMMENT IS WELCOME

The above represents a sampling of upcoming meeting items. 
For complete information, please visit  

www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/community/calendar

Civic Arts Commission
Monday, January 4, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

Human Services Commission

GENERAL INFORMATION
The San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit District (BART) 
has prepared a Draft Program Environmental Impact Report 
(PEIR) which evaluates nine different alignment, station, and 
maintenance facility combinations originating in the Interstate 
580 (I-580) median at the existing Dublin/Pleasanton BART 
Station, and traveling eastward to Pleasanton and Livermore 
through an area known as the Tri Valley.

The BART is inviting the public to submit PEIR comments at a 
BART public hearing to be held on the following date/location:

BART to Livermore Extension Public Hearing
Wednesday, January 6, 2010 at 6:30 pm.
Pleasanton City Council Chambers
200 Old Bernal Avenue

Written comments to the PEIR will be accepted until 5:00 pm on 
January 21, 2010. Mail comments to:
BART Planning Department
Attn: Malcom Quint
300 Lakeshore Drive
Oakland, Ca 94612

Comments may be emailed to: info@barttolivermore.org

Additional information concerning the PEIR, including the schedule 
public hearing, is available at: http://www.barttolivermore.org

Community Pulse
POLICE BULLETIN & LOG

4133 Mohr Ave. Suite I, Pleasanton, CA 94566
www.InBalanceAcupuncture.com

in balance
Acupuncture

Effective and Safe Treatment for:
Chronic and Acute Pain 
Neurological Disorders 

Upper Respiratory Disorders
Digestive Disorders
Urinary, Menstrual 

and Reproductive Disorders
Immune Function

Addictions
Eye and Ear Disorders

Depression, Anxiety & Insomnia
Facial Rejuvenation

JB Baranzini, L.Ac.
Acupuncturist 
and Herbalist

1/2 off initial visit when 
you mention this ad.

Insurance Accepted 
Flexible appointment hours

925.461.5372

We Are Committed To:
Exceptional Customer Service

925.462.1207
Showroom and Factory located at

4225 Stanley Blvd., Pleasanton, CA 94566
www.window-ology.com

Contractor’s License #904282



BY JEB BING

BART representatives will hold 
a public meeting in the City 
Council Chamber Wednesday 
to discuss long-range plans to 
extend the rapid transit line 

east from the Dublin-Pleasanton station 
to as far as Greenville Road and possibly 
into downtown Livermore.
 The long-planned BART to Livermore 
route is about as old in the planning 
stages as the BART system, itself. Since 
1960 when BART was formed, taxpay-
ers, including those in Livermore, have 
paid millions of dollars in revenue to 
expand BART service to the East Bay 
cities of Pittsburg and Pleasanton, even 
to San Francisco International Airport. 
But Livermore has long been considered 
too far, too expensive and with too few 
riders to make it worthwhile.
 That has changed, at least as a plan-
ning concept, which is what Wednes-
day’s meeting is all about.
 Yet Pleasanton officials say that the 
decision BART authorities will make 
with regard to the 2,000-page Liver-
more Extension Draft Environmental 
Impact Review, which is the focus of the 
Wednesday meeting, will be critical to 
Pleasanton’s development in 2010 even 
though it’s unlikely any tracks would be 
laid within the next 10 to 20 years.
 City Manager Nelson Fialho said that 
Pleasanton has long supported Liver-
more’s plea to extend BART east, but 
the favored route has always been in 
the median of Interstate 580 to as far as 
Greenville Road.
 “BART tracks running east from the 
Pleasanton station to Greenville Road 
in the center of the freeway, as trains 
now operate from Castro Valley, makes 
sense,” Fialho said. “It’s the cheapest 
route to build and, because stations 
would continue to be on the freeway, 
would attract the biggest increase in rid-
ers.”
 But BART planners, after discuss-
ing Livermore’s interests, added several 
other suggested routes as shown in its 
comprehensive EIR. Four of them show 
the BART extension tracks rising to 40 
feet in height from the Pleasanton sta-
tion, crossing over I-580 and then head-
ing south and east toward downtown 
Livermore. At their highest point, the 
tracks would also cross over the north-
west corner of Staples Ranch, a 124-acre 
parcel now owned by Alameda County 
where four multi-million-dollar devel-
opment projects are planned and prop-
erty that Pleasanton plans to annex. 
 The projects, in fact, could be in 
jeopardy if elevated tracks are built over 
land that is now designated for a 37-
acre auto mall planned by the Hendrick 
Automotive Group and within eyesight 
of those who would live in the adjacent 
Stoneridge Creek complex planned by 
Continuing Life Communities (CLC), 
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STORY

Pleasanton Weekly • January 1, 2010 • Page 13

ivermore?
Pleasanton’s input on routing plans

with up to 800 units for assisted living, 
skilled nursing and independent living 
residents 
 Although it would take years and bil-
lions of dollars to ever build the BART 
extension, the agency’s EIR tends to 
favor the Staples Ranch elevated tracks, 
which Hendrick vehemently opposes. 
For Pleasanton, the Chicago-New York 
City style elevated line would add a new 
view of Pleasanton’s eastern gateway for 
motorists on I-580, a view which city 
officials have said they oppose as well.
 At a meeting with the Pleasanton City 
Council Dec. 15, District 4 BART Direc-
tor John McPartland and BART Project 
Manager Malcolm Quint insisted that 
no decisions have yet been made on 
where to route a BART extension to 
Livermore. Only four of the nine rout-
ing alternatives actually take BART over 
Staples Ranch, although that could be a 
preferred route since the tracks would 
follow mostly vacant, public land, trav-
eling south and then southeast into 
downtown Livermore.
 The downtown location is supported 
by some city leaders, including Liver-
more Mayor Marshall Kamena and the 
city’s urban redevelopment agency that 
see rapid transit to the city center a 
boon to businesses located there as well 
as to the future multi-million-dollar 
performing arts center planned for the 
downtown. Livermore is in the midst 
of a massive downtown redevelopment 
and Kamena sees a downtown BART sta-
tion as essential to that development.
 But a downtown Livermore BART 
station was largely panned by residents 
who attended the public hearings. A 
majority favored the original extension 
plan that would keep BART in the free-
way corridor, terminating at Greenville 
Road. They said that route would be 
less noisy with vacant land available for 
commuter parking and that it would at-
tract less crime.  Several also said they 
would not want BART tracks or a station 
near their homes.
 Quint’s and McPartland’s appearance 
before the Pleasanton council Dec. 15 
was unscheduled and not an official pre-
sentation. Nevertheless, it soothed some 
ruffled feathers among Pleasanton leaders 
who had been watching from the side-
lines as BART pursued its Staples Ranch 
flyover plan without consulting them or 
even inviting them to any of the meet-
ings, which BART held only in Livermore. 
Quint said the meetings from now on 
would be held alternately in Pleasanton 
and Livermore. Pleasanton’s Deputy City 
Manager Steven Bocian was named to an 
advisory board to confer on the EIR.
 “Pleasanton has always been very 
supportive of extending BART to Liver-
more,” said Mayor Jennifer Hosterman. 
“We look forward to working with you.” 
The meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. in 
the City Council Chamber, 200 Old 
Bernal Ave.  ■

BART GRAPHIC
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Laura Wanlin & 
Daniel Fast
 Laura Wanlin and Daniel Fast 
were married on Nov. 7 at The 
Purple Orchid Inn in Livermore, 
with 130 guests in attendance.
 In lieu of cake, the couple opted 
for an ice cream sundae bar.
 Laura, the daughter of Gary and 
Claudia Wanlin, grew up in Pleas-
anton and attended Amador Valley 
High School. She graduated from 
Biola University in 2004 and later 
completed her master’s degree at 
St. Mary’s College.
 Daniel, the son of Philip Fast, 

grew up in Sacramento and at-
tended Florin High School. He 
currently works for a start-up IT 
company in Sacramento. 
 The couple honeymooned on 
a cruise to Mexico, visiting Cabo 
San Lucas, Mazatlan and Puerto 
Vallarta.

Gerald Henry (Jerry) 
Stunkel
 Gerald Henry 
(Jerry) Stunkel 
died peacefully 
Dec. 23 sur-
rounded by his 
family. He was 
79.
 Mr. Stunkel, 
who had been 
battling Parkinson’s disease, spent 
his entire educational career in 
the Livermore school district.
 He was born on July 26, 1930 
in Greeley, Colo. and was the 
second-born son to Henry and 
Gladys (Gieser) Stunkel. His 
older brother, Jim Stunkel, was 
tragically killed in an airplane 
accident shortly after returning 
home from World War II.
 Mr. Stunkel graduated from 
Greeley Central High School in 
1948. He was very active in the 
Boy Scouts of America, attaining 
the rank of Eagle Scout and secur-
ing friendships that would last his 
lifetime. He excelled in academ-
ics and athletics, distinguishing 
himself as an accomplished tennis 
player well into his senior years.

 Mr. Stunkel graduated from the 
University of Northern Colorado 
in 1952, earning a Bachelor of 
Arts in education. In 1953, he 
married Janet Bailey. By 1954 
he had completed his Masters of 
Education and entered the Army, 
serving at Fort Ord, Calif. during 
the Korean War.
 After military service, he com-
pleted his California teachers cre-
dential and accepted an appoint-
ment as an English teacher at 
Livermore High. He also coached 
the high school tennis team. His 
career with the Livermore Val-
ley Unified School District lasted 
nearly 40 years, during which 
time he served as principal at East 
Avenue and Mendenhall middle 
schools. In one of his efforts to 
motivate students, he promised 
to move his office to the roof of 
East Avenue School if they met a 
goal. The students hit the mark 
so he spent the day as principal 
administering the school from the 
roof. 
 In 1974, he married Beverly 
Reisbig Steinhaus and they made 
their home in Pleasanton. They 
were devoted members of Pleas-
anton Presbyterian Church (now 
Centerpointe) and provided lead-
ership with the Cursillo move-
ment (a weekend short-course in 
Christianity). He was a dedicated 

member of the zany and world-
renowned Balloon Platoon com-
edy drill team that has marched 
in parades all over the world.
 He is survived by his brother, 
Jack Stunkel of New York; his 
sons, Jim Stunkel and George 
Randal Stunkel of Livermore and 
Martin Gregory Stunkel of White 
Rock, N.M.; his daughter, Jen-
nifer Farian of Tracy; step-daugh-
ters, Diane Steinhaus of North 
Carolina, Kathy French of Irvine 
and Amy Martz of Mission Viejo; 
and 14 grandchildren, David 
Stunkel, Michelle Carmichael, 
Heather Christine Cooney, Timo-
thy and Shawna Stunkel, Nicole 
Nixon, Holli and Shelby Stunkel, 
Jamie and, Robin Stunkel, Ian 
and Annie French and David and 
Daniel Martz.
 A service will be held at 3:30 
p.m. Saturday at Centerpointe 
Presbyterian Church, 3410 Cor-
nerstone Court. The family prefers 
donations in his memory to Cen-
terpointe Church. Burial will be 
private.

Armand Cattalini
 A memorial service for Armand 
Cattalini will be held at 2 p.m. 
Jan. 16 at Parkview Assisted Liv-
ing, 100 Valley Ave. Mr. Cattalini, 
a lifelong Pleasanton resident, 

died Nov. 26 after fighting a long-
term illness at the age of 88.

John Lawrence Barker
 John Lawrence Barker died Dec. 
12 after a battle with lung cancer 
at the age of 55. 
 Mr. Barker was born Feb. 17, 
1954 in Spokane, Wash. and 
raised in Walnut Creek and Pleas-
anton. He was a 22-year resident 
of Livermore. 
 An iron work-
er for 25 years, 
Mr. Barker’s pas-
sion was fishing. 
Although he 
was well-skilled 
in fly fishing 
and fly tying, he 
preferred chas-
ing bass. He holds the lake record 
at Shadow Cliffs Regional Park for 
catching an 18 pound, 1 ounce 
bass there.
 Mr. Barker is survived by his 
wife of 22 years, Diana Barker; 
daughter, Dawn (Hatch) Patterson; 
son, Eric Hatch; sister, Jody Barker 
Wood; and seven grandchildren. 
He was preceded in death by his 
parents.
 A service is planned to be held 
later this month at Trinity Baptist 
Church in Livermore. Call 895-
7145 for more information. 

OBITUARIES

WEDDINGS

WEDDINGS ● ENGAGEMENTS ● OBITUARIES ● BIRTHS

Transitions

HARDWOOD

LAMINATE

CARPET

VINYL

TILE

For Over 30 Years,
  Quality Assured in Every Step

Family Owned & Operated
Hours: M-F 10:30am-5:30pm, 

Sat 10:30am-4pm

3950-C Valley Ave., Pleasanton
(925) 846-7600
www.silmarflooring.com

LUMBER & HARDWARE
5505 Sunol Blvd, Pleasanton 925 846 5040

(Across from Raley’s Market)

Trusted Name Brands Since 1976

ARCHITECTURAL
HARDWARE

 KNOBS
 PULLS 
 HINGES

FIRST LESSON 
FREE!

Learn to dance from 
Arthur Murray’s 

professional dance 
teachers with personal 

one-on-one lessons, 
group classes, 

and practice parties. 
Call today!

www.ArthurMurrayLive.com

Learn to DANCE and have FUN doing it.

Hayward
510-537-8706

Livermore
925-456-5556

Redwood City
650-216-7501

Gift 
Certifi cates

Available

Couples 
& Singles 
Invited

Fresh news 
delivered directly 

to your inbox

 provides the perfect 
quick-read of local news and events 
in Pleasanton. And all without any 
environmental impact. 

Sign up to receive 
                    at 

www.PleasantonWeekly.com

Pleasanton’s top stories & hot topics

Weekly.com
Pleasanton
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PEOPLE AND LIFESTYLES IN OUR COMMUNITYLiving

Sherlock Holmes
★★★★
Rated PG-13 for violence and action, startling images and 
a scene of suggestive material
2 hours, 14 minutes

 Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s legendary sleuth gets a 
cinematic adrenaline shot for this wildly entertain-
ing and action-packed mystery. British director Guy 
Ritchie (“Snatch”) makes a welcome return to qual-
ity filmmaking after several flops, revitalizing Hol-
mes and his steadfast sidekick Dr. Watson for a new 
generation of filmgoers.
 Holmes (Robert Downey Jr.) is the private inves-
tigator du jour in turn-of-the-century England. The 
often eccentric but always brilliant Holmes works 
alongside his colleague Dr. John Watson (Jude Law) 
to solve unsolvable crimes. Case in point: Convicted 
killer Lord Blackwood (Mark Strong) seems to have 
cheated death through the use of dark magic, and 
his unexplainable powers have forced the populace 
into a frenzied panic.
 Blackwood isn’t Holmes’ only concern. Holmes’ 
old flame and former adversary Irene Adler (Rachel 
McAdams) resurfaces with a request to find a miss-
ing man. As Holmes desperately tries to stave off his 
feelings for Adler, he begins to realize the two cases 
are linked. Furthermore, Watson’s forthcoming 
nuptials may spell the end of his partnership with 
Holmes.
 And a mysterious, manipulative professor lurks in 
the shadows.
 As a longtime fan of Doyle’s tales, I’ll admit I 
was initially skeptical about this action-oriented 
rendition. Sherlock Holmes is my favorite literary 
character and I worried that he would suffer in the 

hands of an American 
actor and an inconsis-
tent director. But my 
fears were quashed in 
the first five minutes. 
Downey Jr. is excep-
tional as the iconic 
detective and Law com-
fortably fills the shoes 
of Dr. Watson. The two 
make a perfect pair, ri-
valing some of the best 
big-screen buddies of 
the past two decades.
 This Holmes is an 
adept fighter, skills 
Doyle only alluded to 
in print. Holmes’ unparalleled deductive-reasoning 
abilities and knowledge of human anatomy enable 
him to anticipate punches and quickly neutralize at-
tackers. The on-screen combat — a proven strength 
of Ritchie’s — is a welcome addition and helps en-
ergize and accelerate the story. Ritchie and company 
are careful not to stray too much from Doyle’s origi-
nal vision, perfectly depicting Holmes’ observation 
and deductive-reasoning prowess and ensuring that 
his familiar pipe is never out of reach.
 The music by Oscar magnet Hans Zimmer is tre-
mendous. The only slippery slope for “Sherlock” is 
that it feels somewhat akin to a superhero flick. The 
plot is a little generic and although Strong makes a 
good villain, his Lord Blackwood is too one-dimen-
sional.
 Clues sprinkled throughout the film lead to an 
exciting climax — “Sherlock” is well worth investi-
gating.

REVIEWS OF NEW MOVIESNOW SHOWING
BY TYLER HANLEY

 Wild animals get some sophisti-
cation as Civic Arts Presents hosts 
the State Street Ballet’s production 
of “Jungle Book.” The story, based 
on Rudyard Kipling’s classic col-
lection of stories inspired by his 
childhood in India, will unfold on 
the Amador Theater stage at 7:30 
p.m. Jan. 8 and for a SaturYay! 
performance at 11 a.m. Jan. 9. 
 State Street Ballet, an innova-
tive professional dance com-
pany hailing from Santa Barbara, 
is known for combining classi-
cal technique with updated looks, 
special effects and digital technol-
ogy to produce original works 
for contemporary audiences.  
 Tickets to “Jungle Book” range 
from $18 to $35 for adults and $10 

to $25 for children and seniors.  
Tickets may be purchased at www.
civicartstickets.org up to three 
hours prior to the performance, 
by calling 931-3444, or in person 
at the Amador Theater Box Office, 
1155 Santa Rita Road. Box office 
hours are from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Monday through Friday and for 
two hours prior to the performance.  
Group discounts are available. 
 The audience is also encour-
aged to drop off food donations in 
barrels found in the theater lobby. 
Donations will be given to the Tri-
Valley Haven food pantry, which 
distributes free groceries to more 
than 4,000 low-income Tri-Valley 
residents. 

—Emily West

The wild invades the 
Amador Theater

State Street Ballet presents contemporary 
version of ‘Jungle Book’

Ping is January’s top pick
 Start the New Year right by adopting this beautiful cat named Ping. She is 
part of the Tri-Valley Animal Rescue’s new “Cat of the Month” program, which 
is in partnership with the East County Animal Shelter. As January’s pick, Ping 
is a gorgeous black 2-year-old, spayed female housecat. Ping has a gentle 
nature and she loves to be brushed. Introduce a toy mouse into the mix and 
watch Ping play her version of Pong!
 As Cat of the Month, Ping will go to her new home with a large covered 
litter pan, a comfortable new bed, a bag of cat food, and food and water 
dishes. Ping will receive a free health examination at a local veterinary hospital 
within two weeks of her adoption at which time TVAR will provide her with a 
microchip and rabies vaccination free of charge. 
 Visit Ping (pet #89245) at the East County Animal Shelter, 4595 Gleason 
Drive in Dublin, open daily from 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Call 803-7040. The 
animal shelter will be closed on New Year’s Day. CATHERINE HANSEN RUSH

PET OF THE WEEK

ROGE EICHENBAUM

TAKE US ALONG
Honeymoonin’ 

with the Weekly: 
Harvey and Marty 

Kameny brought 
the Weekly 

along on their 
recent honey-

moon cruise to 
Victoria, B.C. 

They’re joined by 
their Pleasanton 
friends Bob and 

Joyce Shapiro, 
Jim and Cheryl 

Isaac and Jim and 
Dana Gulseth.

Golden Weekly:
Forty-year residents Tom 
and Sue Johnson brought 
the Weekly on their travels to 
South America for their golden 
anniversary. Here they are in 
the Falkland Islands, where 
penguins can be seen in the 
background. An anniversary 
celebration, given by their chil-
dren Kevin and Leslie Johnson, 
Keith Johnson and Cherie and 
Greg Blades and grandchil-
dren, was held at Kevin and 
Leslie’s home in Pleasanton for 
80 friends and family.
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HolidayHoliday FundFund DonorsDonors
Individuals
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan  Allen .......................**
Ron & Kathy Anderson ........................ 200
Geoff Southworth & Jill Anderson........ 100
Steve & Cris Annen .............................. 100
Mark & Amy Arola ................................ 250
Andrew Bailey & Lauren Purcell ........ 1000
Phil & Kate Barker ................................ 100
Rick & Dawn Barraza ........................... 250
John & Bonnie Batty ............................. 250
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Beanland ................ 200
The Belchick & Clausen Families ........ 200
Chris & Glenda Beratlis........................ 500
Mr. & Mrs. Bielby ......................................**
Jan & Jeb Bing ..................................... 200
John & Mary Bjorkholm ........................ 100
Rob & Jane Blyther .............................. 100
Doug & Beverly Boff ............................. 100
Bob & Beth Borchess ..............................**
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Boster ............................**
Jim Brice & Carole Peterson ....................**
Bert & Dee Brook ................................. 200
Ryan Brown & Julie Harryman............. 100
Rod, Christina, Alyssa & Danielle Browning 

100
Gerry & Barbara Brunken .................... 100
Kevin & Martha Buck ...............................**
The Buna-Silva Family .............................50
Frank & Muriel Capilla ..............................**
Lee & Clare Carlson .................................**
Mrs. Terry Messick-Cass & Mr. Barry Cass 

100
Miguel & Julie Castillo ..............................**
Mike & Diana Champlin ....................... 500
Teddy & Bunny Chang ......................... 100
Gina Channell-Allen .................................**
The Chase Family .....................................**
The Christensen Family............................**
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Ciccarello ............ 1500
John & Gretchen Clatworthy ....................**
Pauline Coe ..............................................**
Alan & Carol Cohen ............................. 250
Bob & Jean Cole ......................................**
Chris & Linda Coleman ........................ 200
Joe & Sue Compton ............................. 100
Cheryl Cook-Kallio & John Kallio ......... 100
Stuart & Cheryl Craig ........................... 250
Dave Cryer ...............................................50
Isabel Curry ..............................................**
The Damiani Family .............................. 100
Barbara Daniels ........................................**
The Darrin Family ....................................50
The David Family .................................. 100
Randall & Elizabeth Davidson ............. 500
Susan Davis .......................................... 200
Ed & Kathy Deenihan ...............................**
Richard & Judith DelTredici ....................50
Ms. Alice Desrosiers ............................ 100
Alice Desrosiers.................................... 100
Sean & Joy Doyle ....................................50
Mike & Suzanne Dutra ............................50
Paul & Lorraine Ebright ............................**
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Emberton ...................25
Wayne & Anne Emery ..............................**
George & Jeanne Emmett .......................**
Ms. Joan Evans .......................................25
Jim, Sue, Joe & Matt Falls .......................**
Wes & Jean Felton ............................... 250
Michael & Katherine Ferreira ..................50
John & Julie Finegan ............................ 300
Nicole, Ana & Michael Fong ................ 200

Alan & Cleo Foster ...................................**
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Fredette .....................**
The Fu Family ....................................... 100
Harold & Gena Gatlin ...............................**
Mr. & Mrs. Francis Geasa .................... 200
Andrew & Xiaopei Gelb ...........................**
Doug & Robin Giffin ............................. 100
Terry & Bobby Gillit............................... 100
The Gilpin Family .................................. 250
Kathleen Glancy ......................................50
Tom & Debby Glassanos .........................**
Roy & D’Aun Goble .............................. 100
Frank & Connie Gouveia .........................25
Diane Green .............................................**
Michael & Deborah Grossman ................**
Carol Guarnaccia ................................. 100
Shaun & Jennifer Haggmark ...................**
Hank & Corrine Hansen ....................... 100
Ms. Bernice Hansen.................................**
Bob & Betsy Harris ............................... 400
Roger & Brenda Harris.............................**
Tim & Sharyn Henshaw ...........................**
Janice Hermann ................................... 150
Jourdin Hermann .................................. 150
Paul & Ann Hill ..........................................**
Sarah Hollister ...................................... 100
Garrett & Angela Holmes ..................... 100
Charles & Kay Huff ...................................**
The Hughes Family .............................. 200
Bill & Cathy James ............................... 100
Bill & Dodge Jamieson ........................ 100
Steve & Bobby Jensen ........................ 500
Rudy & Marge Johnson ....................... 100
Gene & Linda Johnson ...........................50
Ms. Jean P. Jones ................................ 100
Frank & Amy Jones ..................................**
Robert V. Juniper .....................................50
Gina Kaiper ...............................................**
Don & Jean Kallenberg ............................**
The Kantor Family ....................................**
Dick & Peggy Karn............................... 100
Jim & Elaine Keysor ............................. 250
Dorothy Kilpatrick .....................................**
Betty Kirvan .......................................... 100
Jim & Pat Kohen ................................... 100
George & Mary Kozloski ..........................**
Brad & Jessica LaLuzerne .................. 500
Keith, Michelle & Christopher Lam ...... 200
Gary & Mary Lazarotti ..............................**
Blaise & Amy Lofland ........................... 250
Cameron & Jill Lorentz .............................**
Llyod & Kathie Lortz .................................**
Walt Lupeika ......................................... 100
Earl & Dorothy Maddox ........................ 100
Mr. & Mrs. A. Malatesta ........................ 100
Srikant, Christina, Ashley & Thomas  

Mantha .................................................30
Ron & Staci Marchand .............................**
The Markel Ohana ................................ 250
Doug & Raeia Marshall ........................ 100
Mrs. Violet Masini ....................................50
Pete & June Mason ..................................**
Ken & Barbara McDonald .......................**
Robert Horton & Cathy Medich ........... 100
Evan & Debra Miller .................................**
Rodger, Laura & Stephanie Miller ..........50
Phil & Doris Mitchell ............................. 100
Mr. & Mrs. John Moffat .............................**
Frank & Teresa Morgan ............................**
Ruth Morlock......................................... 100
Tom & Patrice Morrow .......................... 200

Miyoshi Narasaki .....................................25
Jeff & Kathy Narum .............................. 100
Fred & Cathe Norman .......................... 100
Greg & Janet O’Connor ...........................**
The O’Farrell Family .................................**
Mr. & Mrs. John O’Neill ............................**
Clint & Tina Onderbeke ...........................**
Mr. & Mrs. Daryn Oxe .......................... 100
Norman & Joyce Pacheco .......................**
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Paris ..................................**
The Pearce Family ................................ 100
Mrs. Anne Pearson ..................................50
Joe & JoAnn Pennisi ................................**
Bob & Orley Philcox ............................. 500
Tom & Patty Powers .................................**
Ms. Felice Price .................................... 250
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Purves .............................**
Marc & Becky Randall ......................... 500
The Reeves Family ..................................50
George, Susan & Karen Reid .............. 100
Mike & Lori Rice ................................... 250
The Richwood Family ........................... 100
The Ristow Family ....................................**
Bob & Judy Robichaud ....................... 100
Ron & Carol Russo ..................................25
Bill & Pat Ruvalcaba ............................. 300
Douglas & Mary Safreno ...................... 100
Mr. & Mrs. Samel ......................................**
John & Sheila Sanches ............................**
Owen & Rebecca Saupe .........................**
The Sborov Family ....................................**
Rose M. Schoop ......................................25
Tim & Belinda Schultz .......................... 100
Peter Schulze............................................**
Chris & Cecile Seams ..............................**
Bill & Audrey Sears ..................................**
Howard & Emilie Seebach ......................50
Dr.& Mrs.Gerald Severin ...................... 100
John & Barbara Severini ...................... 500
Sonal & Ajay Shah ....................................**
Steve & Bonnie Shamblin .................... 100
Ron & Lonnie Shaw .............................. 100
Larry & Carol Shaw ..................................**
T. H. & S. J. Shen ................................. 100
John & Jackie Shurtleff ........................ 100
Joe & Sue Silva ........................................**
Bob Silva ............................................... 100
Richard & Corrie Simon ...........................**
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Spangler ................. 100
Mike & Kerry Jo Stephan ..................... 100
Duane & Donna Stevens .........................**
John & Kay Stewart ..................................**
Nancy Storch ............................................**
Jack & Carol Sum................................. 100
Robert & Carole Sygiel......................... 100
The Jeffrey Family ....................................**
Shel & Vivian Thorson .......................... 100
Jim & Debbie Tracy ..................................**
Mike & Lillian Tsai ................................. 100
Mark & Kathy Tucker ................................**
The Ulrich Family ......................................**
Carlo & Geraldine Vecchiarelli ............. 100
Glenn & Janet Wenig ........................... 100
Walter & Martha Wensel ...................... 100
Mr. Stephen V. Wickersham .....................**
Mr. Horace Robert Williams ................. 500
Ralph & Pat Williams ...............................50
Kristen Winslow ........................................**
Craig & Karen Wissman ...........................**
George & Carol Withers ....................... 100
Robert & Joyce Wong .......................... 200
The Yamamoto Family ..............................**
Steve & Becky Yeffa ............................. 100
Esther Yu, Kaelan Song & Eric Song .. 130

The Zong Family ................................... 100

As A Gift for
Tricia Martin — Love, Dad, Mom and the 

kids!!!!!! .................................................**
V & A Johnstone .......................................**
From: Friends of Joan .......................... 100
Garrett Cesaretti .......................................**
Steven Cesaretti .......................................**
Bertie Wilson ............................................. **
Jill Lindross ............................................... **
Dave & Kris Snyder & Ross & Sheri Kapp 

from Jim & Diane Brittain ..................... **
Jim & Diane Brittain & Dave & Kris Snyder 

from Ross & Sheri Kapp ...................... **
Francises, Otovses & Malatestas from The 

Schussels .............................................. **
Adrian & Bernie Wong from Alex & Kit 

Wong ..................................................... **
Ross & Sheri Kapp & Jim & Diane Brittain 

from Dave & Kris Snyder ..................... **
Frank & Ann Lordman ...........................100

In Honor of
Grandmas Adeline & Eva .....................100
Daggett Children & Grandchildren ......... **
Auntie Junk & Uncle Stevie from The Sil-

cox Family ............................................50
The Staff of Pleasanton Nursing & Rehab 

Center from Leslie Rutledge ................ **
Karissa, Chelsea, Sarah, Dashell & Des-

mond ..................................................... **
Our Military from The Gualandri Family 100
Jana Grant from Steve & Jori Grant .....100
Bobbie Jensen, Capt. Callippe Niners 100
Rev. Paul Henshaw & Rev. Kim Risedorph 

from Rev. Gary & Debbi Grundman .... **
The Staff of Lynewood United Methodist 

Church, Diana, Cindie, Donna, Carlene, 
Michelle & George from Rev. Gary & 
Debbi Grundman ................................. **

Barb, Kevin, Michael & David Brooks from 
Dan & Lou ..........................................250

My Grandchildren from Doris A. Slater ... **
Our Military from The Cederquist Family **
A special group of employees City of 

Pleasanton .......................................1000

Businesses and Organizations
Accusplit / Pedometer Wellness Team .200
Amador Valley Lions Club ....................300
AST POS ................................................... **
Bay Valley Medical Group ....................... **
Brown & Cold, An Accountancy Corpora-

tion ......................................................... **
California Self Defense Consultants ....200
Charla’s Pampered Pets ........................50
DeBernardi Development Construction & 

Remodeling .......................................... **
Dublin Tool & Manufacturing ...............100
Extensions Physical Therapy .................. **
Garcia Door & Window ........................... **
Hacienda Bunco Group .........................60
Hometown GMAC Real Estate ............... **
Isberg Nott Company.............................. **
Karen E. Morliengo, LMFT .....................75
Landmark Lending .................................. **
LawTech ................................................100
Lipman Insurance Administrators, Inc. 1000
Livermore Amador Valley LPA .............100
Livermore Lions Club ...........................300
M. Block & Sons / Patrick McMullen ...... **
Mathnasium ............................................. **
Mission Pipe & Cigar Shop ..................150
Pleasanton Fairways Ladies Golf Club 300
Pleasanton Pet Sitting ............................50

Since the launch of the 2009 Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund, a total of 
$306,292 has been raised.
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Ponderosa Homes ...................................... **
Stan Angelov .............................................. **
Susan Sparber, CMT .................................. **
Sycamore Heights Bunco Babes .............. **
Tahara Detox & Weightloss Center ........... **
Tri-Valley YMCA .......................................... **
Vagaro.com .................................................**
Wednesday Tennis Gals .............................**

In Memory of
Our Mom Lora from Dmitriy & Lada Ko-

sarikov ..................................................**
Gene Rega ............................................ 25
Gam & Papa Abbott from The Casey 

Family ...................................................**
Laura Maya .............................................**
Nicholas Daniel Lesser ...........................**
Verna Mae Silva from Steve & Kathy Mc-

Nichols ........................................... 1000
Tony Paradiso & Gene Paradiso from 

Dorene Paradiso-Carroll ......................**
Dan Gabor from Ann Gabor ................ 125
Linda Scherschel  ................................. 50
Doris T. Walberg from Todd & Brenda 

Walberg ........................................... 100
Rob Meierding ..................................... 100
Aldo Macor ..............................................**
Gene Strom, Keith Strom & William Kolb 

from Carol (Kolb) Strom .......................**
Mary Erickson from Al Copher .............. 50
Matt Rybicki & Michael Conner from Jerry 

& Josine Pentin ................................ 100
Althea McGill from The Grimes Family....**
 Tom & Karen Elsnab from Nancy T. 

Elsnab ..................................................**
Clifford Cowan from Mrs. Nancy Cowan .**
Lindsey Jones .........................................**
Nick Del Boccio .......................................**
Rick Aguiar from Nancy Aguiar Fargis ...**
In Loving Memory of Brian Melin from Pa-

tricia Melin ....................................... 100
John A. Mavridis from Mr. & Mrs. Ted Ma-

vridis ....................................................**
Teddy & Arthur Adams ........................ 100
Our Grandparents from The Grimes 

Family ...................................................**
Liz Ray from Alex & Emily Corbishley .....**
Marilyn Bowe from James Bowe ........... 50
Ed Kinney, George Spiliotopolous, Hank 

Gomez, Ralph Romero & Roger Dab-
ney from Ken Mercer ....................... 400

John Silva ............................................ 100
Hilda Gutierrez from Martin & Amory Guti-

errez .....................................................**
Lola Palladino ...................................... 100
Bill & Ann Brown......................................**
Bob Williams ............................................**
Jim Snodgrass ........................................**
Norma Holway from Joe & Janice Biggs **
Beverly Oberg from Ed & Holly Heuer ....**
Grampa Ray & Grampa Tom from Jeff, 

Annie & Kevin ......................................**

Don Foreman ....................................... 100
Marie Petrone from Jim & Kate Anderson 

**
Susan Dawson from Mark & Janet Mul-

laney ................................................ 150
Dick Waldron from Mrs. Virginia Waldron **
Karl K. Witze ........................................ 500
Betty Patrick from Chuck & Joan Brown .**
Stan Kallo from Blake & Suzanne Heitz-

man .................................................. 300
Jackie Barnett ....................................... 25
Roger Dabney from Mrs. Marty Zarcone **
Sarah Lees from Mr. & Mrs. Donald 

Person ..................................................**
Michael & June Carboni from Richard & 

Nancy Shockley ............................... 100
Bob, David & Jodi Armknecht............. 150
Anthony Prima from Daniel & Teresa Mor-

ley & Family .........................................**
Marge Schaefer & Skip Mohatt from Tom 

& Barb Treto .........................................**
May, Harold & Mike Consedine from The 

Hamm Family ................................... 100
Dave Chestnut from Tim & Teri Bush ......**
Kyle O’Connor from The Dadrass Family **
MaryAnn Butler, Gil & Juanita Haugen & 

Brent Lovell from The Bob Group ........**
Kittie, Edward & Margie Turnbull.............**
Gerald Grater Love from Laurie Woods ....

150
Mary May .................................................**
Fred Elling ...............................................**
Dorothy Gordon .......................................**
Floyd Bueno from Gil & Gretchen Zabal-

los .................................................... 100
Bonnie Zenter ...................................... 100
Allan Hillman, Randy & Margie Warner 100
Hank Gomez from Frank, Debra & Doro-

thy .................................................... 125
Ernie Bridges from The Bridges Family ..**
Laura Mayo from Don & Nancy Shelton .**
Grandpa Dot from The Reedy Family .....**
Howard Hill from Sally Hill .......................**
David DeBernardi from Connie DeBer-

nardi ................................................. 150
Mary DeBernardi from Connie DeBernardi 

150
Joe Hatfield from Helen Hatfield .............**
Jeffrey J. Alves from Ed & Dorlene Alves .

100
Ernest Alverson from Bill & Janis Alverson 

**
Elizabeth Stewart & Lisa Lum from Gor-

don & Elite Stewart .......................... 200
Doris Cink & Charles Glass from Vern & 

Tracy Cink ............................................**
Maurice I. Smith from Carol Smith & 

Family ................................................. 50
Karen & Tom Elsnab & Chuck Volonte 

from Jon & Linda Elsnab ................. 150
Bill Haraughty from Anita Haraughty ......**

HOLIDAY FUND

Contributions to the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund Will be increased 
through a unique partnership of the 2009 Tri-Valley Regional Initiative and 
administered by the Tri-Valley Community Foundation. For every $1 contrib-
uted, $5 will go to families in Pleasanton and the Tri-Valley who are in need 
of some of life’s basic necessities. No administrative costs will be deducted 
from the gifts, which are tax-deductible as permitted by law.

For more information, call us at 600-0840 or email editor@pleasanton-
weekly.com.

As we launch our 2009-10 Holiday Fund campaign, we want to express 
that we have a unique opportunity this year to provide assistance to some 
of the poorest families in the Tri-Valley through the 2009 Tri-Valley Regional 
Initiative, a collaborative economic recovery initiative sponsored through 
the Tri-Valley Community Foundation, the Tri-Valley Business Council and 
Alameda County Supervisor Scott Haggerty. A quadruple match is possible 
through federal stimulus funds designated for temporary assistance to needy 
families, including a strong employment development component. The 
matched funds will be used to identify and evaluate the needs of families 
hardest hit by the economic downturn and help them directly with housing, 
job training, medical care and other basic necessities. 

We feel that in this time of economic crisis, it is imperative that we take 
advantage of the opportunity to receive federal funds to assist the largest 
number of families and individuals in our community. 

In addition to a wider base of needy recipients, the Weekly’s campaign 
will continue to provide grants to Pleasanton and Tri-Valley nonprofit 
organizations that provide “wrap around” services for families, including 
Axis Community Health, Open Heart Kitchen and Tri-Valley Haven. This 
year, these groups will benefit more than ever by the 4-to-1 match of your 
contribution to help them provide necessary services to families in need.

Name of Donor  ________________________________________________________

Street Address _________________________________________________________

City _______________________________  State ________  Zip ________________

I wish to designate my contribution as follows:

❑ In my name as shown above 

OR

❑ In honor of:  ❑ In memory of:  ❑ As a gift for: ___________________________
 (Name of person)
❑ Business or organization: __________________________________________________

❑ I wish to contribute anonymously.  ❑ Don’t publish the amount of my contribution.

Please make checks payable to Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund
Enclose this coupon and send to: The Holiday Fund, Pleasanton Weekly

5506 Sunol Blvd, Suite 100, Pleasanton, CA 94566

Credit card donations will be accepted by calling the 
Tri-Valley Community Foundation at 734-9965.

The Tri-Valley Community Foundation is located at 5674 Stoneridge Dr., Ste. 112, Pleasanton, CA 94588. 
More information about the Foundation can be obtained by contacting the organization at the above ad-
dress, by calling its President David Rice at (925) 734-9965 or through its website: www.tvcfoundation.org. 
The Pleasanton Weekly will make every effort to publish donor names for donations received before Dec. 
31, 2009, unless the donor checks the anonymous box. All donations will be acknowledged by mail.

How to give2009

Your gift will help needy families

Weekly
Pleasanton

PRINT & ONLINE

The Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund
The Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund was created to provide financial support from 

our readers for a select group of people in need to lend a helping hand, despite our 
community’s prosperity. This marks the seventh year of the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday 
Fund. It provides us an opportunity to aid local families at a time when the numbers of 
those without such basic necessities as food, shelter and medical care have increased 
in this economic downturn. 

The Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund drive could not exist without the help of the Tri-
Valley Community Foundation and its generous donors. We have a unique opportunity 
this year that will allow the Holiday Fund to offer a 4-to-1 match, meaning every $1 
you give will equal a $5 donation. This will provide assistance to some of the poorest 
families in the Tri-Valley area through the 2009 Tri-Valley Regional Initiative, sponsored 
through TVCF, the Tri-Valley Business Council and Alameda County Supervisor 
Scott Haggerty. An added benefit: Neither the Pleasanton Weekly nor the Tri-Valley 
Community Foundation will take any fees or expenses for administering the fund. 

We appreciate your support of the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund and these 
worthy recipients.

**The asterisk designates that the donor did not want to publish the amount of the gift.
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ON THE 
TOWN

EEEE 

AMERICAN
Eddie Papa’s American 
Hangout
4889 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
469-6266. Winner of The Pleasanton 
Weekly’s Reader Choice Awards for 
“Best  American Food Restaurant” 
and “Best Meal under $20”, Eddie 
Papa’s American Hangout celebrates 
the regional food and beverage 
cultures of America. Bring the whole 
family to enjoy iconic dishes from 
across the United States, Old World 
Hospitality, and hand crafted artisan 
cocktails. www.eddiepapas.com

BARBECUE
Red Smoke Grill
4501 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
734-0307. Home of the Tri Tip and 
Blue, Red Smoke Grill was Voted 
Reader’s Choice Best 2006, 2007, 
2008. Dine in or take out rotisserie 
chicken, ribs, prawns, salads and tri 
tip, or pulled pork sandwiches. Relax 
with a beer or a bottle of wine. Visit 
www.redsmokegrill.com. 

BREWPUB/ALEHOUSE
The Hop Yard American 
Alehouse and Grill 
3015H Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
426-9600. Voted Best Watering Hole 
in Pleasanton, The Hop Yard offers 
30 craft beers on tap as well as great 
food. The full-service menu includes 
appetizers, salads and grilled fare that 
will bring you back time and again. 
Banquet facilities available. On the 
web at www.hopyard.com.

470 Market Place, San Ramon, 
277-9600. Featuring a giant 8-foot 
projection screen for major sporting 
events, they also feature 30 beers on 
tap and a great grill. Go in for the 
beer, go back for the food. More at 
www.hopyard.com.

ITALIAN
Pastas Trattoria
405 Main St., Pleasanton, 417-2222. 
Pastas Trattoria has been an elegant 
atmosphere and a one-of-a-kind 
menu. We feature steaks, seafood 
and our famous pasta, plus a superb 
selection of spirits and fine wines. 
Reserve our banquet facilities for 
large parties, up to 70 guests. 

To have your restaurant 

listed in this dining 

directory, please call 

the Pleasanton Weekly 

Advertising Department 

at (925) 600-0840

Weekly
Pleasanton

PRINT & ONLINE

Absinthe infused Lobster Salad  
   with Truffled Mache and Parmesan Crisps

Fisherman’s Wharf Lobster and Crab 
Bisque or Ceasar Salad

Colorado Lamb Chops 
Garlic Crusted Slow Roasted  

Midwest Prime Rib 
Alaskan Halibut with Wild Mushrooms

 

2009

Join us New Year’s Eve as Eddie Papa’s 
turns into a Prohibition Speakeasy

Flappers, Zoot Suits, and Music from the Roaring 20’s

4-COURSE MEAL

Cranberry Orange Creme Brulee  
   or Baked Alaskan Chocolate Cake

1st Seating 5 - 8pm $45 
2nd Seating 8:30 - 10pm $69

(Dancing, Noise Makers, Champagne)

N e w  P r i ce !
. 4 1 / o z .

600 Main St. #F
Downtown Pleasanton

(facing Division Street)

925-271-7708

"

www.yolatea.com

Now 
Serving
Artisan Gourmet hot tea!
Enjoy a complimentary hot tea 
with purchase of any crepe!

Off er expires 1/10/10

Ristorante
The Taste Of Italy In Bay Area

Enjoy your favorite Italian dishes with our 
seasonal menu and daily specials

925.462.9299
349 Main St., Downtown Pleasanton 

www.fontinas.com

AWARD-WINNING 
RESTAURANT FEATURING:

TRY OUR NEW WINES! 
Special 3 course meal on selected entree.
(Includes: Soup or Salad, Entree, Dessert)

$24.99 Per Person

 Join Our VIP Card Program
 3 New Specialties Every Week
 Seasonal & Vegetarian Menus
 Full Bar - Featuring Premium 

Cocktails
 Open Patio
 Weekend Champagne Brunch 
Children’s Menu

   Kids eat free Mon & Tues

824 Main Street, Pleasanton, CA 94566

GRAND OPENING

Offer expires 1/10/10. 
Not to be combined with any 

other coupon or offer.

20% OFF

Come and experience the newest attraction in downtown 
Pleasanton. Enjoy the authentic Vietnamese cuisine and let 
us bring you our unique fl avor.

We specialize in:

201 Main Street, Downtown Pleasanton
Open 7 days a week, 7am-2pm

Voted Best Diner/
Coffee Shop

BREAKFAST & LUNCH
Patio DiningServi

ng

See our online coupon
www.vicsallstar.com

Chinese Cuisine
Blessing
Remember Blessing Restaurant?
We’re back in Pleasanton  
after being gone for 3 years. 
Come taste our premiere Chinese cuisine. 
Mission Plaza Shopping Center  
(next to Uncle Credit Union).

(925) 846-6745

GrandOpening

★ ★ ★ ★  
OUT OF 4

BY THE TRI-VALLEY HERALD

1989-D Santa Rita Road 
Premier Restaurant in Pleasanton Since 1983    www.blessingasia.com

OPEN 7 days a week
11am - 3pm
4:30pm - 9:30pm
Fri & Sat-open till 10pm

2009

Barone’s Restaurant

"Most Romantic Restaurant"
New Happy Hours
4:00pm - 6:00pm

Thank you for voting us 
3 years in a row!

on Weekends 

475 Saint John | Pleasanton | 426-0987
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Auditions
AUDITIONS FOR OPERA CHORUS 
Auditions for the Livermore 
Valley Opera production of “Die 
Fledermaus” are from 7:30 to 
9 p.m. Jan. 5 at the Bothwell 
Performing Arts Center, 2466 8th 
St., Livermore. Contact Pat Goard, 
Chorus Coordinator, at goardp@
att.net. 

YOUTH MUSIC FESTIVAL AUDITIONS 
Vocal and instrumental auditions, 
for ages 18 and under, are from 
6 to 9 p.m. Jan. 13 and 14 at the 
Amador Theater, 1155 Santa Rita 
Road. Audition to participate 
in a themed production called 
“Unique.” If chosen, youth may be 
asked to perform in pre-existing 
musical acts. Placement in show 
not guaranteed; rock bands not 
included in festival. Appointments 
required. Call 931-3433. 

Book Clubs
GREAT BOOKS OF PLEASANTON The 
Great Books of Pleasanton book 
club meets at 7:30 p.m. the fourth 
Monday monthly at Towne Center 
Books, 555 Main St. Call Sadie at 
846-1658. 

Civic Meetings
CITY COUNCIL The Pleasanton City 
Council meets at 7 p.m. on the first 

and third Tuesdays at City Council 
Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Ave. 

HOUSING COMMISSION The 
Pleasanton Housing Commission 
meets at 7 p.m. on the third 
Thursday of the month at City 
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal 
Ave. 

HUMAN SERVICES COMMISSION The 
Human Services Commission meets 
at 7 p.m. on the first Wednesday 
of the month at City Council 
Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Ave. 

PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 
The Pleasanton Parks & Recreation 
Commission meets at 7 p.m. on 
the second Thursday of the month 
at City Council Chamber, 200 Old 
Bernal Ave. 

SCHOOL BOARD The Pleasanton 
Unified School District Board 
meets at 7 p.m. on the second and 
fourth Tuesday monthly during the 
school year in the district office 
board room, 4665 Bernal Ave. 

YOUTH COMMISSION The Pleasanton 
Youth Commission meets 7 p.m. 
on the second Wednesday of the 
month at Pleasanton Senior Center, 
5353 Sunol Blvd. 

Classes
6-WEEK MEDITATION CLASS In this 
six-week class, explore the main 
pathways of the energy body. 

Class is held in Pleasanton from 7 
to 8 p.m. Thursdays from Jan. 7 
to Feb. 18 (no class on Jan. 28). 
Cost is $60. To register, call Mari 
Coniglione at 202-1752. 

INTRODUCTION TO PHOTOSHOP 
ELEMENTS This course will include 
procedures for editing digital pho-
tos using both manual and auto 
features. Resizing photos, cloning, 
cropping, filters, layer styles and 
other photo enhancements will 
be covered. The class meets from 
6:30 to 8 p.m. for six Thursdays 
beginning Jan. 14 at the Pleasanton 
Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. Fee 
is $35 for residents or $40 for non-
residents. Call 931-5365. 

PLEASANTON LIBRARY ENGLISH 
CONVERSATION The Pleasanton 
Public Library, 400 Old Bernal 
Ave., offers free English conver-
sations classes from 7 to 8:30 
p.m. Tuesdays, noon to 1 p.m. 
Wednesdays, and 10 to 11 a.m. 
Thursdays. Call 931-3411. 

Clubs
BUSINESS BUILDER NETWORKING A 
breakfast meeting is held at 7 a.m., 
on the first and third Wednesday 
of every month, at the Radisson 
Hotel, 6680 Regional St., Dublin. 
This group of business persons are 
dedicated to enhancing careers 
through exchange of social/profes-
sional contacts. Each occupation 

ON THE TOWN ● CALENDAR

Chinese Restaurant Serving Dim Sum
All Day Long

We Deliver!!

5588-B Springdale Ave.
Pleasanton, CA 94588

Tel: (925) 734-0222
Fax: (925) 734-0242

www.trivalleyseafood.com

Best Chinese Cuisine & Dim Sum

Voted  
“Best Thai  

Restaurant”

www.littlehomethai.com
Mon-Sun • Lunch 11am-3pm  

 Dinner 5-9:30pm

4000 Pimlico Dr., Ste. 106 
Pleasanton

(925) 251-9877
Fax (925) 251-9881

6601 Dublin Blvd., Ste.B
Dublin

(925) 828-8218
Fax (925) 825-8221

2009

Dinner Special
15% Off

2 entree minimum. Not valid with any 
other offer or on take out. One coupon  

per table. Expires 1/31/10

Little Home Thai Cuisine
Best Thai Food in the Bay Area Since 1996

Sa
nt

a 
Ri

ta
 R

d.

Pimlico Dr.

McDonald’s
580

N

GRAND 

OPENING

Authentic Japanese
Sushi Bar  Tempura  Teriyaki Sushi

Lunch  Dinner  Catering

Best Sushi/Japanese Restaurant

925.462.3131
3015-K Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton

(in the Hopyard Village Shopping Center)

2009

Owner Operated  
For 25 Years Makoto Sato

Open Tues. – Sun.

JAPANESE CUISINE
AU T H E N T I C

 H O M E - S T Y L E  I TA L I A N 
R E G I O N A L  C U I S I N E 

W I T H  A  R E F I N E D  F L A I R

270-0500  425-0099
680 Main Street 

Downtown Pleasanton

amaronepleasanton.com

What a surprise!
An Italian restaurant with 
an Italian Chef and Italian 

Management

10% OFF
Monday - Thursday

5pm - 7pm 
Expires 1-31-10

www.hopyard.com

PLEASANTON
(925) 426-9600
3015-H Hopyard Road

2009

30 BEERS ON TAP 
Most Menu Items  

Under $10

Join us for the 
"Beer Drinker 
Bailout Hour!"

$1.50 Off 
ALL Beers! 

Sunday-Thursday  
3:30pm to 5:30pm
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is represented once. The First two 
meetings free. Call 829-5620. 

CAREER NETWORKING EVENT FOR 
EXECUTIVES Executives are invited to 
a Breakfast Career Networking meet-
ing for mid- and senior-management 
from 7:30-9:30 a.m., on the third 
Tuesday of every month, at Mimi’s 
Cafe, 4775 Hacienda Dr., Dublin. 
Cost is $25 for members; $30 for 
non-members if pre-registered; $35 
at the door. Call 218-1868. 

DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN 
REVOLUTION This group meets 
on the second Saturday of every 
month in Pleasanton. Members 
are descended from patriots of the 
Revolutionary War. Prospective 
members are welcome. For infor-
mation, call Susan at 699-4147. 

DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN 
REVOLUTION DAR, Daughters of the 
American Revolution, Jose Maria 
Amador Chapter meets the second 
Saturday of the month. It is a time 
for social gathering and history 
of our American roots. We are 
descended from Patriots who won 
the American Revolutionary War 
of Independence from England. 
For meeting time and location, call 
Susan, 699-4147. 

KIWANIS CLUB The Kiwanis Club 
meets at 11:45 a.m. Fridays at Vic’s 
All Star Kitchen, 201 A Main St. For 
information, call 1-800-Kiwanis. 

ROTARY CLUB OF PLEASANTON The 
Rotary Club of Pleasanton since 
1965 has been a leader in the com-
munity in helping make Pleasanton 
a great place to live. They meet 
for a luncheon meeting from 
12:15-1:30 p.m., every Thursday, 
at Hap’s Restaurant, 122 W. Neal 
St., Pleasanton. Cost for lunch is 
$17. For information, visit www.
PleasantonRotary.org. 

TRI-VALLEY EXECUTIVES’ ASSOCIATION 
This business networking organiza-
tion meets at 7 a.m. Thursdays for 
breakfast at Vic’s All-Star Kitchen, 
201-A Main St. Membership is open 
to businesses that are not in compe-
tition with a current member and the 
first two meetings are free. Call 736-
4522 or visit www.trivalleyexecs.com. 

Events
A SPECIAL EVENING WITH RICH 
VOS Rich was the breakout star of 
NBC’s “Last Comic Standing” sea-
sons 1 and 3, was a regular guest 
on Tough Crowd with Colin Quinn, 
and wrote for Chris Rock when he 
hosted The Academy Awards in 
2005. He will perform from 7:30 to 
9 p.m. Jan. 14 and 15 at Bunjo’s 
Comedy Club, 6513 Regional St., 
Dublin. Tickets are $10-$15, plus a 
two-item minimum. Call 264-4413 
or visit www.bunjoscomedy.com. 

CHICKS WITH SCHTICK Some of the 
best female comedians in the Bay 
Area perform at 7:30 p.m. Jan. 9 
at Bunjo’s Comedy Club, 6513 
Regional St., Dublin. Featuring 
Rachel McDowell, Candie Churilla, 
Carrie Gilbert and Colleen Watson. 
Cost is $10 plus a two-item mini-
mum. Call 264-4413 or visit www.
bunjoscomedy.com. 

FARMERS MARKET Island Earth’s 
farmers market is open from noon to 
6 p.m. Fridays and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sundays in the parking lot between 
Macy’s and Sears at Stoneridge 
Shopping Center. It features organic 
produce, artisan wares, fresh flowers 
and more. Call 415-834-5358 or visit 
islandearthfarmersmarket.org. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS CRAB 
FEED The Pleasanton Knights of 
Columbus is holding their 41st 
annual crab feed from 6 to 10:30 

p.m. Jan. 16 at St. Augustine’s 
Church Hall, 3999 Bernal Ave. 
Dinner begins at 7 p.m. Tickets are 
$35 and must be purchased by Jan. 
10. Call 846-7181 or email crab-
feed@comcast.net. 

Exhibits
MODEL TRAINS AT BLACKHAWK 
MUSEUM The European Train 
Enthusiasts will be bringing their 
exhibition of HO Scale Model 
trains to the Blackhawk Museum, 
3700 Blackhawk Plaza Circle, 
Danville, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Wednesdays through Sundays, Nov. 
27 to Jan. 17. With hand built min-
iature countrysides and an assort-
ment of locomotives and engineers, 
this exhibition shows the European 
rail experience. Admission is $10 for 
adults, $7 for seniors and children 
6 and under are free. Call 736-2280 
or visit www.blackhawkmuseum.org. 

PORCELAIN PAINTING AT WENTE 
VINEYARDS Livermore resident 
Eugenia Zobel’s exhibit, “Porcelain 
Painting” will be displayed from 
11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. daily through 
January at the Wente Vineyards 
Estate Winery Tasting, 5565 Tesla 
Road, Livermore. 

Fundraisers
5TH ANNUAL CLAWS FOR PAWS  
The fifth annual Claws for Paws 
crabfeed, sponsored by Tri-Valley 
Animal Rescue, is from 6 to 10 p.m. 
Feb. 6 at the Shannon Community 
Center, 11600 Shannon Ave., Dublin. 
Tickets are $45 if purchased by Jan. 
15 and $50 thereafter. Includes 
all-you-can-eat crab, pasta, Caesar 
salad, dessert and tea/coffee. A no-
host bar available for wine, beer and 
soft drinks. Call 828-8664 or visit 
www.tvar.org. 

PLEASANTON LIONS CLUB CRAB 
FEED The Lions Club Crab Feed 
is Jan. 16 at the Alameda County 
Fairgrounds, 4501 Pleasanton Ave. 
A no host bar opens at 6:30 p.m. 
and crab is served at 7:30 p.m. 
The event includes casino games 
and dancing. Tickets are $38. For 
tickets, call Greg Aynesworth, 484-
3524 or Steve Grimes, 336-6069. 

Health
LIFETIME WELLNESS WEIGHT LOSS 
WORKSHOP  The Lifetime Wellness 
Weight Loss Workshop meets from 
6:30 to 8 p.m. on four days over six 
weeks starting Jan. 14 at Lifetime 
Wellness Holistic Health Center, 
4125 Mohr Ave. Ste. K. Improve 
health, increase energy, get results 
in a group setting. Cost is $20 per 
session, plus supplements. Space 
is limited. Call 484-3955 or visit 
www.LifetimeWellness.biz. 

Kids & Teens
JOB’S DAUGHTERS BETHEL NO.14 
This group meets at 7 p.m., on 
the second and fourth Monday 
of every month, at Pleasanton 
Masonic Lodge, 3370 Hopyard 
Rd. The group is for girls between 
the ages of 10 and 20 years old 
who have a Masonic relationship. 
It teaches the girls team work, 
leadership and public speaking. 
Call 683-5401. 

JUNGLE BOOK State Street Ballet 
melds the familiar storyline with 
exciting dance movement and 
special effects, giving the tale a 
modern and unique twist. Show is 
at 7:30 p.m. Jan. 8 at the Amador 
Theater, 1155 Santa Rita Road. 
Tickets are $18-$35 for adults 
and $10-$25 for children and 
seniors. Call 931-5361 or visit 
www.civicartstickets.org. 

SUPER SMASH BROTHERS BRAWL 
TOURNAMENT The Super Smash 
Brothers Brawl tournament is 
from 2 to 4 p.m. Jan. 9 at the 
Dublin Library, 200 Civic Plaza. 
Must be ages 12 to 19. Space is 
limited and registration is manda-
tory. Call 803-7272. 

Lectures/
Workshops
INTERIOR DESIGN WORKSHOP 
Ethan Allen hosts a free workshop 
on tackling home design chal-
lenges from 10 a.m. to noon Jan. 
16 at 4230 Rosewood Dr. RSVP 
by Jan. 14 to 734-6675. 

JOB SEARCH FROM A TO Z Tri-
Valley One-Stop Career Center in 
partnership with Dublin Library 
will present a workshop on job 
search basics in today’s difficult 
job market in the Dublin Library 
Program Room, 200 Civic Plaza. 
The free workshop is from 1:30 to 
3:30 p.m. Jan. 14. Call 803-7286. 

On Stage
JUNGLE BOOK The State Street 
Ballet melds the familiar storyline 
with exciting dance movement 
and special effects, giving the 
tale a modern and unique twist. 
Performances are at 7:30 p.m. Jan 
8 and 9, and at 11 a.m. Jan. 9 at 
the Amador Theater, 1155 Santa 
Rita Road. Tickets are $18-$35 

for adults and $10-$25 for chil-
dren and seniors. Dry Good food 
donations to benefit The Haven 
Food Pantry will be collected in 
the lobby. Call 931-3444 or visit 
www.civicartstickets.org. 

Scholarships
AMERICAN LEGION SCHOLARSHIP 
PROGRAM The American Legion 
Pleasanton Post 237 hosts a high 
school oratorical scholarship pro-
gram. The Constitutional speech 
contest will take place at 1 p.m. 
Jan. 23 at the Veterans Memorial 
Building, 301 Main St. The prizes 
are $250 for first place, $150 for 
second place and $75 for third 
place. The first place winner advanc-
es to the district contest in Pacifica 
and that winner advances to the 
finals in Modesto. Entry dead-
line is at 5 p.m. Jan. 15. Contact 
Norman Houghton at 846-8725 or 
norm4064@email.com with name, 
school, age, phone and email. 

Seniors
TAI CHI/CHI KUNG FOR HEALTH 
Practice Tai Chi/Chi Kung to 
improve “chi” circulation and 
massage the internal organs for 
health and longevity from 8:30 to 
10 a.m. Thursdays and Saturdays 
at the Dublin Senior Center, 
7600 Amador Valley Blvd. Classes 
designed for dedicated beginner to 
advance level students. Class led by 
Raymond and Terri Mok. Cost is 
$2.50 per class. Call 556-4511 or 
visit www.dublinseniorcenter.com. 

THE MILLS LINE DANCE SOCIAL The 
Dublin Senior Center, 7600 Amador 
Valley Blvd., hosts an afternoon 
with DJ Millie Dusha plays tunes 
from classic oldies such as All My 
Exes and Chocolate City Hustle, to 
newer dances like Duck Soup and 
123 Summertime. Event is from 2 
to 4:30 p.m. Jan. 7. Dancers of all 
levels are welcome. Cost is $3. 

YAMUNA BODY & FOOT FITNESS 
WORKSHOP Stimulate nerve endings 
in the feet to increase foot flex-
ibility, muscle tone, and strength 
from 10:30 a.m. to noon Jan. 9 
at the Dublin Senior Center, 7600 
Amador Valley Blvd. Pre-register by 
Jan. 4. Cost is #17 for residents or 
$22 for non-residents and those 
under 50. Call 556-4511. 

Spiritual
BIBLE STUDY FELLOWSHIP DAY 
WOMEN’S CLASS BSF is a 33-week, 
in-depth, interdenominational 
Bible Study at Cedar Grove Church, 
2021 College Ave., Livermore. This 
year’s study is the Gospel of John. 
Includes a full program for pre-
school children (age 2 to K). New 
members are welcome throughout 
the study. Call 449-1035 or visit 
bsfinternational.org. 

BIBLE STUDY FELLOWSHIP EVENING 
WOMEN’S CLASS BSF is a 33-week, 
in-depth, interdenominational Bible 
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Health Care Coverage 
for less than  
your daily latte

Vital Shield  
Plus 2900 

Generic RX

Family

Age Range Current 
Rates

19 to 29 ....................$283
30 to 34 ....................$315
35 to 39 ....................$361
40 to 44 ....................$431
45 to 49 ....................$514
50 to 54 ....................$602
55 to 59 ....................$714
60 to 64 ....................$883

Vital Shield Plus plans are underwritten by Blue 
Shield of California Life & Health Insurance 
Company. Rates, effective 7/1/09, apply for Contra 
Costa, Alameda and Santa Clara counties. Rates 
shown, for individual males and families, are for 
people in good health and not available to per-
sons 65 or older. Other rates may apply.

Single

19 to 29 ......................$68
30 to 34 ......................$75
35 to 39 ......................$92
40 to 44 ....................$116
45 to 49 ....................$156
50 to 54 ....................$215
55 to 59 ....................$286
60 to 64 ....................$421

Charlene Beasley
 CA Lic #0C26292

Beasley Insurance Services
925-803-9799

www.beasleyinsurance.com

Free Quote go to www.beasleyinsurance.com

Post your 
own 
free 
ad

Classified Listings
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Study at Valley Community Church, 
4455 Del Valle Pkwy. This year’s 
study is the Gospel of John includes 
a full program for children grades 
1-12. New members are welcome 
throughout the study. Call 426-0481 
or visit www.bsfinternational.org. 

DO YOU WANT TO LEARN ABOUT THE 
CATHOLIC FAITH? Anyone interesting 
in learning about how to become 
a Catholic can attend an Inquiry 
Meeting at 9:30 a.m. Sundays in 
the St. Augustine Church Rectory, 
3999 Bernal Ave. Call Father 
William at 846-4489. 

Sports
KICK FOR A CURE The Amador Boys 
Soccer will hold the first Kick for 
the Cure game against Richmond to 
promote breast cancer awareness. It 
will be from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Jan. 
2 at Amador Valley High School, 
1155 Santa Rita Road. ValleyCare 
will be on hand to provide breast 
cancer information to the public. 
Admission is free but donations 

for the Ryan Comer Library will be 
accepted. Match times are 11 a.m. 
and 1 p.m. Call 484-3851. 

PLEASANTON BOYS U-9 LACROSSE 
Pleasanton Lacrosse Club is looking 
for new and experienced U-9 players 
for the 2010 spring season. Learn to 
play the fastest sport on two feet. 
Equipment rental available. Email 
Mark at mdcranney@gmail.com. 

Support 
Groups
CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP Caring 
for a loved one is challenging physi-
cally and emotionally. Join this sup-
port group to explore resources and 
generate problem solving ideas from 
1-3 p.m., on the second Monday 
of every month, and from 7-9 p.m., 
on the second Wednesday of every 
month, at 5353 Sunol Blvd. Get the 
support you deserve at the Senior 
Support Program of the Tri-Valley. 
Call 931-5389. 

EAST BAY ESSENTIAL TREMOR 
SUPPORT GROUP This group meets 
from 10 a.m.-noon, on the third 
Saturday of each month, in the 
Blackhawk A and B conference 
rooms at San Ramon Regional 
Medical Center, 6001 Norris 
Canyon Rd. If you have recently 
been diagnosed with ET or would 
like to learn more about the most 
common movement disorder in a 
safe and supportive environment, 
please join us. Call 487-5706 or 
e-mail galexplor@comcast.net. 

FIBROMYALGIA “PLUS” This group 
meets from 6:30-8 p.m., on the 
first Thursday of every month, at 
ValleyCare Health Library, 5725 W. 
Las Positas Blvd., Suite 270. Please 
come fragrance free. Call Teresa at 
443-5707 or JoAnna at (510) 276-
0530. 

TRI-VALLEY PARKINSON’S SUPPORT 
GROUP This group meets at 10 
a.m. Jan. 9 at the Pleasanton 
Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. 
Discussion will cover various 
aspects of Parkinson’s disease 

and where to get help if needed. 
Those with or who care for some-
one with Parkinson’s are most 
welcome to join. Call 831-9940. 

Volunteering
ONGOING VOLUNTEER DRIVERS 
NEEDED Senior Support Program of 
the Tri-Valley is looking for Volunteer 
Drivers to transport seniors to their 
medical appointments. The Senior 
Transportation Program supple-
ments existing public and paratran-
sit services by providing rides via 
volunteer drivers. For information, 
call Jennifer at 931-5387. 

READING VOLUNTEERS NEEDED If 
you would like to volunteer for a 
worthwhile cause, consider becom-
ing a Barton Reading Tutor. No 
experience is necessary and training 
and materials are free of charge. 
There are currently over 80 volun-
teer tutors making a difference for 
over 160 Pleasanton students. Call 
Christina Clark at 596-0292 or 
email christina.clark2@comcast.net. 
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Start the  
New Year  
off right...
With great 
Eyesight!

Amador Valley 
Optometric

Convenient Weekday & Evening Hours 

Black Avenue  
Professional Offices 

4450-C Black Avenue, 
Pleasanton  

925.462.2600
off Santa Rita Road behind

Lynnewood Methodist Church

Dr. Barry C. Winston
Faculty, UC Berkeley  
School of Optometry

Board Certified 
in the Treatment 
of Ocular Disease

Serving Pleasanton 
for more than 25 years

Keep Your Eyecare Local!

Shop Early
for the
Best Choices

Once you’ve bought 
consignment jewelry, 
you’ll never want to 
pay retail again!

SPECIALIZING IN THE CONSIGNMENT SALE OF 
QUALITY FURNITURE, ACCESSORIES AND JEWELRY.

Also in Folsom, Roseville, Newport Beach, Foothill Ranch, Laguna Niguel, Yorba Linda, Las Vegas, Austin, TX!

Danville
925.866.6164

1901 Camino Ramon

Mt. View
650.964.7212

141 E. El Camino Real

San Mateo
650.557.8979
1888 S. Norfolk

Saratoga
408.871.8890

600 El Paseo de Saratoga

Get your news  
delivered directly 

to your inbox

 is a daily update from 
the Pleasanton Weekly delivered 
via e-mail every Monday through 
Friday.

 provides the perfect 
quick-read digest of local news 
and events in Pleasanton from 
the last week to the next. And 
all without any environmental 
impact.

Call (925) 600-0840 to learn 
about advertising options  

                      in 

Pleasanton’s top stories & hot topics

Sign up to receive 
                    at 

www.PleasantonWeekly.com
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BUSC U12 
Premier 
take home 
NorCal Gold 
championship
 Pleasanton’s BUSC U12 Pre-
mier team captured the Nor-
Cal Gold Division Champion-
ship Dec. 19 with a 2-1 victory 
against a well organized and 
determined Elk Grove Everton 
side.
 BUSC’s Cameron Owens 
controlled a Jackson Still feed 
and beat two defenders for the 
first score of the match. Min-
utes later, Owens would again 
out-maneuver his marker sliding the ball to Cameron Ritchie who hammered the ball home for a 2-0 
lead.
 Sam Molz, Chudi Atuegbu and Jeffrey Klei all had critical defensive plays to help preserve the vic-
tory. The BUSC U12 Premier team are coached by Justin Rothling and include: Chudi Atuegbu, Na-
than Esparza, Max Gershman, Jeffrey Klei, Sam Molz, Cameron Owens, Carsen Paynter, Ryan Racer, 
Cameron Ritchie, Tylor Silva, Jackson Still, Jack Traube, Bryce Veit, Geoffrey Wiederecht, Mitchell 
Wilson and Omeed Ziari.

Seahawks women’s relay places 5th 
at nationals
 The Seahawks had the great honor of sending eight of their champion 
swimmers to Winter Nationals in Federal Way, Wash. Dec. 3-5. All Sea-
hawk swimmers went the distance with the women’s team placing 16th 
overall. After pulling out the university/USA sponsored teams, the PLS 
women’s team was actually eighth in the women’s scoring for club teams. 
The foursome, (Sasha Alcon, Karen Wang, Allison Brown and Catherine 
Breed) placed fifth in the 800 free relay behind four University teams.
 Additional results: Allison Brown was 16th in the 500, 23rd in the 
400 IM and 23rd in the 1650, Catherine Breed was eighth in the 1650, 
24th in the 200 and 21st in the 500 free, Karen Wang was 20th in the 
100 fly, 18th in the 100 back and 15th in the 200 back, and Tory Hous-
ton was 20th in the 200 breast. Bryan Hughes swam a best time in the 
1650 (15.54), and Nick Silverthorn swam best times in the 100/200/500 
free, while Celina Li swam best times in the 200 IM and 200 Breast. The 
women placed in the top 16 in all five relays. 

Parent photographers
Send a jpeg to Editor@PleasantonWeekly.com of the best action shot 
from our child’s game for consideration for our Sports page. Remember 
to include caption information: who, what, when, where—and the score.Sports

 

Back row: Coach Luis Coelho, Ali Gonsman, Marianne Fernandez, Madi Lingen-
felder, Danielle Deike, Rachel Black, Shandis Bemanian, Kylie Cardozo, Asst.Coach 
Majid Bemanian. Middle row: Kylie Kruger, Shelby Richmond, Lauren Antilla, Roni 
Stone, Annie Geasa. Front row: Tori Rudolph, Josey Beidleman, Ali Racer, Natasha 
Coelho.

Top row, L-R: Head Coach Dave Zieker, Katie Zieker, Hayden Harker, Caroline Gates, Kristina Breckenridge, Jessica 
Rieble, Savannah Miles, Kelly O’Neill, Danielle Klessel and Coach Allison McCutcheon. Front row, L-R: Natalia 
Christensen, Haley Wesenberg, Lauren Moulton, Samantha Villegas, Caroline Gerlach, Taylor McCutcheon, Ellen 
Olson, Tasha Halim and Jessica Martin.

 The U12 Rage Pleasanton Barracudas soccer 
team took first place in the Crossroads Tourna-
ment recently. 
 In the championship game against the Fre-
mont Gladiators, the Barracudas came out early 
and dominated the match and finally scored at 
the 10-minute mark on a goal put in by Kelly 
O’Neill (assist by Caroline Gerlach). The score 
seemed to wake the Fremont Gladiators and the 
battle was on. The Gladiators scored at the 20 
minute mark to tie the game at 1-1. The second 
half was even tighter and again Barracudas got 
superior defensive play from their goalies and 

backline. The tie was broken in the 35 minute 
mark on a free kick by Kelly O’Neill from 20 
yards out. O’Neill put the ball in the back of the 
net and the fans went wild. The Gladiators put 
their attack into overdrive but were not able to 
breakdown the superior defense the entire Bar-
racudas team played. The final score was 2-1 
with the Barracudas taking first place in the U-12 
division. Players like Natalia Christensen, Tasha 
Halim, Jessica Martin, Lauren Moulton, Caroline 
Gates were key in the Barracudas’ success, as 
they finished their season with a perfect record 
of 14-0 and first place in Crossroads. 

Rage Barracudas take bite out of 
Gladiators in championship match

Finding their inner Rage
 The Rage U14D3 White team are Green Flight Division champions, 
winning seven games, including six shutout victories, tying two and los-
ing just one. They finish the league’s season five points clear of the table 
with 13 goals for and only two against. 



TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS GO TO FOGSTER.COM
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Fogster.com offers FREE* postings online and the opportunity for your ad to appear in print to more than 80,000 readers. 
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115 Announcements
GAIN NATIONAL EXPOSURE�  

Reach over 5 million young, active, 
educated readers for only $995 by 

advertising in 110 weekly newspapers 
like this one. Call Jason at 202-289-

8484. (AAN CAN)
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 

ADOPTION? Talk with caring agency 
specializing in matching 

Birthmothers with Families nationwide. 
LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7 

Abby’s One True Gift Adoptions 866-
413-6293 (AAN CAN)

Blastoff is here
Fibromyalgia Pain Stress Mgmt
If You Give A Mouse a Cookie
Livermore Lioness Club seeks new
Stress and Pain Mgmt Strategies

130 Classes & 
Instruction

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! 
Fast, Affordable & Accredited 

FREE Brochure. Call NOW! 
1-800-532-6546 Ext. 97 http://www.

continentalacademy.com 
(AAN CAN)

133 Music Lessons
Freeman (Piano Lessons) 

Pleasanton (510)352-0546 MA
HARP LESSONS FOR ALL AGES 

Try Something New! 
Call Bennetta Heaton 

(925) 820-1169 
- located in Danville -
PIANO LESSONS 

Piano Lessons in Pleasanton. 
Call Courtney (925)600-1573

135 Group Activities
6 Week Meditation Class
CLUTTERLess (CL) Self Help Mon.
Potty Trained X-Mas Shih Tzu Pup

140 Lost & Found
Lost Black & White Cat 11/26

155 Pets

Beautiful Black Cat 
Sweet 5 year old female, medium 

length hair, all shots, spayed. Loves 
the outdoors but needs a home where 
she can be indoor with people again 

as well. Please help - she is VERY sad 
and lonely living only outside now and 

desperately needs a nice family to love. 
(925) 699-1094.

Free female cat for Christmas
Pineapple Green Cheeked Conures

FOR SALE

SOLD

201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts

Car Attachment for pulling  
93-02 Saturn - $189

Disc Brake Pads 75 To 79 Toyota 
Corrolla - $18

Starter Ford or Mercury 62 To 82 V8, 
fits some 6s - $25

202 Vehicles Wanted
Donate Vehicle 

Receive $1000 Grocery Coupons, 
Your Choice. Noah's Arc, No Kill 

Animal Shelters. Advanced Veterinary 
Treatments. Free Towing, IRS Tax 

Deduction. Non-Runners.  
1-866-912-GIVE. (Cal-SCAN)

Donate Your Car 
DONATE YOUR CAR: Fund! Help Save 
A Child‚Äôs Life Through Research & 

Support! Free Vacation Package. Fast, 
Easy & Tax Deductible. Call 1-800-252-

0615. (Cal-SCAN)

203 Bicycles
2004 Schwinn Stingray Bike - $200
2009 Specialized Mountain Bike - 
$1285

210 Garage/Estate 
Sales

E. Palo Alto, 279 Daphne Wy,  
Jan. 2nd & 3rd, 8-4 

Estate Sale. . . Everything goes; living 
room, dining room, kitchen, bedroom, 

bathroom, and garage contents.

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques
Antique - Mahogany End Table - $85.00
Antique Oak Wash Stand - $125.00
Royal Doulton figurine - $35

220 Computers/
Electronics

Get Dish-FREE 
Installation - $19.99/mo 

HBO & Showtime FREE-Over 50 HD 
Channels FREE Lowest Prices -   

No Equipment to Buy! Call Now for full 
Details- 877-887-6144 (AAN CAN)

Get Dish-FREE 
Installation - $19.99/mo 

HBO & Showtime FREE - Over 50 HD 
Channels FREE Lowest Prices - No 
Equipment to Buy! Call Now for full 
Details 1-800-943-0685 (AAN CAN)

FAX MACHINE - GESTETNER - F919 - 
$200 or B/

240 Furnishings/
Household items
3 piece kitchen carving set - $10
DINING ROOM TABLE - $ 500.00
Entertainment Cabinet - $75.00
Sleep Comfort Adjustable Bed - $499

Vaccum Kirby 
The Ultimate G series Kirby 

Vaccum, with accessories, car-
pet shampoo system. Very good 

condition.P:925/683.6063
WOOD BOXES - $60.00

245 Miscellaneous
DISH TV 

FREE Installation - $19.99 mo. HBO & 
Showtime FREE - Over 50 HD Channels 
FREE! Lowest Prices - No Equipment to 
Buy! Call for Details 1-877-887-6145. 

(Cal-SCAN)
2 Nice Ikea trash bins - $4 each
Cottage Style Decorating - $16.95
Non-stick stove top grill - $20
Organizer - $6
Power washer on wheels - $850.00
RED WORMS FOR COMPOSTING - 
$25.00
Staging The Home For Fall - $14.99

250 Musical 
Instruments

World Guitar Show 
Buy, Sell, Trade. Marin Civic/San Rafael, 

January 9-10, OC Fair/Event/Costa 
Mesa, January 16-17. Saturdays 10-5, 
Sundays 10-4. www.TXShows.com Clip 

this ad! (Cal-SCAN)

260 Sports & 
Exercise Equipment
Razor scooter - $100.00

KID STUFF

330 Child Care 
Offered
Tiny Chihuahua Puppies! Healthy
Au Pairs / Great Childcare

345 Tutoring/
Lessons

Math & Chemistry Tutoring 
Retired Scientist enjoying TUTORING 
High School & College STUDENTS 

in algebra, geometry, pre-calculus & 
chemistry. CALL DOUG @  

925-858-5842

Math Tutoring 
High School math and English tutor-
ing: Alg., Geo., Pre-Calc., English. 
Strive for academic success. Ret. 

teacher, Cal. credential.  
925-462-3807

355 Items for Sale
Adjustable booster & step - $6

EMPLOYMENT

550 Business 
Opportunities

All Cash Vending 
Be Your Own Boss! Your Own Local 

Vending Route. Includes 25 Machines 
and Candy for $9,995. MultiVend LLC, 

1-888-625-2405. (Cal-SCAN)

560 Employment 
Information

$$$HELP WANTED$$$ 
Extra Income! Assembling CD cases 

from Home! No Experience Necessary! 
Call our Live Operators Now! 1-800-
405-7619 EXT 2450 http://www.
easywork-greatpay.com (AAN CAN)

EARN $75 - $200 HOUR 
Media Makeup Artist Training. Ads, TV, 
Film, Fashion. One week class. Stable 
job in weak economy. Details at http://
www.AwardMakeUpSchool.com 310-

364-0665 (AAN CAN)
Heavy Equipment Training 

Learn to operate bulldozer, backhoe, 
loader, motor grader, excavator. Job 
placement assistance. Call 888-210-
4534. Northern California College of 

Construction. www.HEAVY4.com promo-
code: NCPA1. (Cal-SCAN)

TEACH ENGLISH ABROAD! 
Become TEFL certified. 4-week course 
offered monthly in Prague. Jobs avail-

able worldwide. Lifetime job assistance. 
Tuition: 1300 Euros. 

http://www.teflworldwideprague.com 
info@teflworldwideprague.com  

(AAN CAN)

Truck Drivers 
CDL training. Part-time driving job. 

Full- time benefits. Get paid to train in 
the California Army National Guard. May 
qualify for bonus. www.NationalGuard.

com/Truck or 1-800-GO-GUARD.  
(Cal-SCAN)

MYSTERY SHOPPER 
This growing, dynamic organization 
offers a competitive compensation 
package. Apply for this great posi-

tion today! Get back to: 
genesisgroupsservice@hotmail.com 
genesisgroupsservice@gmail.com 

Respercfully 
HR MANAGER 

http://genesisgroups.web. 
officelive.com

Part Time Job Offer 
As part of our expansion 

program,NorthWest Resources LLC is 
in need of people to work as part time 
account managers,payment and sales 
representatives,it pays a minimum of 

$3000 a month plus benefits and takes 
only little of your time.Please contact us 
for more details...Requirements - Should 

be a computer Literate.2-3 hours 
access to the internet weekly.Must be 
Honest and Loyal.Must be Efficient and 

Dedicated.If you are interested and 
need more information,Contact John 

H Churchill, Email: nwestresourcesllc@
gmail.com

BUSINESS
SERVICES

645 Office/Home 
Business Services

Classified Advertising 
In 240 Cal-SCAN newspapers for 

the best reach, coverage, and price. 
25-words $550. Reach 6 million 

Californians! FREE email brochure. Call 
(916) 288-6019. www.Cal-SCAN.com 

(Cal-SCAN)
Display Advertising 

In 140 Cal-SDAN newspapers state-
wide for $1,550! Reach over 3 million 
Californians! FREE email brochure. Call 
(916) 288-6019. www.Cal-SDAN.com 

(Cal-SCAN)

News Release? 
Cost-efficient service. The California 

Press Release Service has 500 current 
daily, weekly and college newspaper 

contacts in California. FREE email 
brochure. Call (916) 288-6010. www.
CaliforniaPressReleaseService.com 

(Cal-SCAN)

HOME 
SERVICES

715 Cleaning 
Services

Jacobs Green Cleaning 
General household cleaning SF, Marin, 
South & East bay $25.00 off with men-

tion of ad 510-303-8954  

726 Decor & Drapery
Changing Spaces 

ReDesign,Staging & Color Consults 
4 any budget. jillldenton.com 

925.998.7747

741 Flooring/
Carpeting

Cal Floors-Hardwood Floors 
SAVE BIG on ALL our flooring services.
For a QUICK QUOTE call 415-706-7199 

or call 925-954-5012

751 General 
Contracting

Calhoun Construction 
Full Service General Contractor: 

Specializing in small jobs! Remodels 
of kitchens, baths. Additions, Custom 

Sheds, electrical work plumbing, 
tile,trim carpentry, window and door 

installation. Low overhead -very compet-
itive rates. 925-330-0965 Lic #899014

759 Hauling
Hauling & Cleanup Service 

Residential/Commercial*Yard & Garage 
Clean-Up, Dump Runs Appl & Furn , 

construction demo removal. Low Rates/
Free Est 925-899-5655 

771 Painting/
Wallpaper

*JOE’S PAINTING & HANDYMAN*� 
Free Est. / Reasonable Prices 

No Job Too Small!!! 
925-200-7333 Lic#624542

801 Apartments/
Condos/Studios
Pleasanton, 1 BR/1 BA - $1250.00
Pleasanton, 1 BR/1 BA - $1250.00
San Ramon, 1 BR/1 BA - $1200

805 Homes for Rent
Pleasanton, 1 BR/1 BA - $1450/month

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms

ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES.COM 
Browse hundreds of online listings with 
photos and maps. Find your roommate 

with a click of the mouse! Visit: http://
www.Roommates.com. (AAN CAN) 
 Pleasanton , 1 BR/1 BA - $750.00

825 Homes/Condos 
for Sale
Livermore, 4 BR/3 BA - $705000

855 Real Estate 
Services

Foreclosed Home Auction 
200+ NORCAL Homes! Auction: January 

23. REDC / View Full Listings www.
Auction.com RE No. CQ1031187. 

(Cal-SCAN)

REAL ESTATE

No phone 
 number in the ad?  

GO TO 
fogster.com  

for contact
information

Real Estate
Mike Fracisco
REALTOR

® 
DRE#01378428

Fracisco Realty & Investments
Residential, Commercial  
& Property Management

direct: 925-998-8131
www.MikeFracisco.com

INVESTMENT 
REAL ESTATE 

COMPANY
Mike Carey, Broker 
925.963.0569 Cell

John DeMarinis
Realtor
925.984.1867
510.681.3215 cell
jdemarinis@windermere.com
www.JohnDemarinis.com

Pleasanton  Weekly
Marketplace

General Contracting

A-Z Complete 

HANDYMAN SERVICE
Carpentry (incl. Crown Moldings) 
Electrical Repairs & Installations

925.989.6179 / 510.733.5582
www.a-zcompletehomerepairs.net
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Real Estate
OPEN HOME GUIDE AND REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

HOME SALES

Source: California REsource

This week’s data represents homes sold during 
November 2009 

Dublin
7948 Cranford Lane T. & M. Rowell to E. Lemi 
for $544,000
3465 Dublin Boulevard #111 Toll Dublin 
Limited to J. Maningo for $377,500
3465 Dublin Boulevard #117 Toll Dublin 
Limited to A. Zemlok for $376,000
3465 Dublin Boulevard #430 Toll Dublin 
Limited to L. Choo for $372,500
5953 Hillbrook Place B. Chen to C. Chang for 
$485,000
7386 Larkdale Avenue New Greater Alameda Fi 
to V. Salviejo for $475,000

Pleasanton
2909 Calle De La Mesa D. Gazzano to W. & N. 

McArdle for $630,000
8010 Camino Tassajara D. & D. Taylor to J. 
Valentine for $1,850,000
4627 Denker Drive Eastburn Trust to G. Reddy 
for $540,000
1678 Holly Circle G. Rooney to S. Wu for 
$495,000
6731 Paseo San Leon Dawney Trust to C. & M. 
Macknight for $717,000
4814 Saginaw Circle Calmanque Trust to J. 
Steffen for $310,500
3599 Touriga Drive Johnson Trust to J. & M. 
Helms for $690,000
3689 Woodbine Way R. Liu to A. & M. 
Deshpande for $415,000
4272 Zevanove Court Chow Trust to P. 
Jayaprakash for $485,000

The #1 Resale Team in Pleasanton and Ruby Hill

Fran & Dave 
Cunningham
925-202-6898

DRE License #01226296 & 00930892

Donna 
Garrison

925-980-0273
DRE License #01735040

Johnson-Abarta
925-989-6844
DRE License #01361703

Susan 
Schall

925-397-4244
DRE License #01713497

Wishing you a Happy and Healthy New Year!
KW Broker DRE License #01395362

French Country style home, 3,851 sq. ft. 5 
BR, 3 BA, with beautiful pool and hot tub in 
the backyard. Offered at $1,285,000 
OPEN SUN 1-4

Lovely family home with 5 bedrooms, (or 4 
plus offi ce), 3BA, 3,850 sq. ft., located on a 
quiet cul-de-sac. Offered at $1,249,000

Coming soon! Beautiful 5,455 sq. ft. home featuring 4 BR, 3 ½ BA, executive offi ce, huge gourmet kitchen, 
backs to golf course and views beyond. Offered at $2,200,000 OPEN SUN 1-4

Season's Greetings!
From our homes to yours:

Wishing you a safe, healthy 
and happy holiday season!

OPEN HOMES THIS WEEKEND

Dublin
5 BEDROOMS

8019 Brittany Drive  $899,000
Sat/Sun 1-4  Keller Williams 260-2508 

Pleasanton
4 BEDROOMS

1012 Bartlett Place $1,129,950
Sun 1-4 Hometown GMAC 426-3833

2367 E. Ruby Hill Drive  $2,200,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 202-6898

5 BEDROOMS

2309 Romano Circle  $1,285,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 202-6898

To list your open home here 
please contact Trina Cannon 

at 600-0840 ext. 130 or e-mail 
openhomes@pleasantonweekly.com
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