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Tickets 925.373.6800 | www.bankheadtheater.org

2009-10 Media Sponsors

Let the 
good times 

roll!
 

Downtown Livermore

Rockin’ In the New Year
Doo Wop Performance and Champagne Reception 

Thursday, Dec 31 at 8pm
Tickets $78/$88/$98

Re-live your fondest memories of New Year’s Eve 

past and get ready to make some new ones with 

this all-star lineup of rock and roll legends! You’ll 

hear some of the most famous music from the 

early days of Doo Wop vocal harmony including 

Only You, 26 Miles (Santa Catalina), The Great 
Pretender, Image of a Girl, My Prayer and many 

more!  Cap the party off with the great 

comedy of the evening’s host, Tony Russell. 

In addition to these rockin’ doo wop 

performances, the evening will feature a 

complimentary wine, champagne, and 

dessert reception in the theater lobby 

immediately following the performance.

11950 DUBLIN CANYON ROAD ~ PLEASANTON, CA  94588 ~ 925.847.6000
WWW.MARRIOTTPLEASANTON.COM

Delicious Platters, Salads, Hot Items,
 Carving Station, and Desserts.

$28.95 Adults / $24.95 Seniors (55+)
$12.95 Children Under 12  

Friday, December 25, 2009
With Our Christmas Holiday Buffet

10 am – 4 pm

For reservations or a detailed menu, please call

ArborsArborsArborsArbors

575 Boulder Court . Pleasanton   925.426.9620

B o r g F e n c e . c o m

575 Boulder Court . Pleasanton   925.426.9620

FencesF ncesFencesFences

DecksDecksDecksDecks
& oore!& m !& !!!&& ore!ore!& mm& m

#7#7#7#7#7#7#7#771717171717 767676767677 333333333

• Men’s Hair Cuts 
• Beard Trims
• Shaves

• Men’s Hair Color
• Razor Fades
• Design Cuts

Plus a range of American Crew hair products.

925 462-0864
Business hours:  Tues, Thurs, Fri 9am-6pm

Wed 9am-8pm • Sat 8am-4pm • Sun 11:30am-5pm

Walk-Ins Welcome
New owner Dan Pell, has been 

with the shop since 2005.

Over 
40 years of experience

Formerly Ben and Bill’s Barber Shop 
located at 448 Main Street, Pleasanton

(behind the Old Republic Title Building)

29 Years of Creating Healthy Smiles

COMPLETE COSMETIC, FAMILY 
AND IMPLANT DENTISTRY IN ONE GREAT OFFICE 

CRAIG C SJOBERG BS DDS 
& ASSOCIATES 

AMADOR DENTAL & ORTHODONTIC 

925.484.4406
 5000 Pleasanton Ave. Suite 110, Pleasanton

www.AmadorDental.com

Thousands of 
referring families 
love our 
complete care in 
ONE GREAT LOCATION.

HOLIDAY SPECIAL
Take Home Whitening Kit
$19800  exp 12/31/09

Now Accepting New Patients

Oral Sedation Certifi ed 
Dentistry. Creating a 

calm, safe, welcoming 
experience!

CALL 
FOR 

DETAILS

  Implants Done Here!

LIFE 
    CHANGING 
SMILES 
   with our 

Custom Orthodontics
Full Service Dentistry
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While many of us are cel-
ebrating Christmas with 
family and friends today, 

Dean and Mary Lu Campbell will 
spend the day busily packing up 
their Pleasanton house for their 
move to Chico next week.
 Mary Lu 
Campbell has 
been City Hall’s 
executive admin-
istrative assistant 
for the last 16 
years, coming 
here with such 
an extensive 
background in 
legislative affairs 
and constituent 
relations that 
she’s often regarded as Pleasanton’s 
own local “Wikipedia.” She’s retir-
ing next Wednesday and with Dean, 
who retired Dec. 18, will move to 
Chico.
 They moved here in 1986 with 
their 6-year-old daughter Kelly after 
Dean was promoted to West Coast 
sales manager by American Red Ball, 
a moving company. She worked for 
Pulte Homes and a real estate compa-
ny before accepting the city position 
in October 1993, working first for 
City Manager Deborah McKeehan 
and then for McKeehan’s successor, 
City Manager Nelson Fialho. In that 
period, she has handled administra-
tive affairs for three mayors — Ben 
Tarver, Tom Pico and for the last five  
years, Jennifer Hosterman — and 11 
councilmembers.
 She got her start in government 
affairs as a junior at Ball State 
University in Muncie, Ind., near 
her family home, joining a bus-
load of students in 1971 to seek 
signatures to put the name of In-
diana Sen. Vance Hartke on the 
Democratic presidential ballot in 
New Hampshire. Although the ef-
fort was unsuccessful, Hartke later 
hired Campbell to be a caseworker 
in his Washington, D.C. office. She 
handled constituent calls asking 
about missing or late Social Securi-
ty checks, emergency passport and 
visa applications and hundreds of 
other queries from Indiana voters. 
Campbell moved up the ranks in 
the senator’s office to taking charge 
of special projects, where she re-
searched and prepared reports on 
major events of interest to Hartke, 
even attending the Watergate hear-
ings several hours each day. But 
it was not to last. Hartke suffered 
a stunning defeat in his bid for a 

fourth term in the Senate, losing to 
Richard Lugar, who is still Indiana’s 
Republican senator. Always loyal 
to Hartke, she took Kelly back to 
Washington for Hartke’s funeral in 
July 2003 and his burial at Arling-
ton National Cemetery.
 After Hartke’s defeat, Campbell 
worked briefly in the House of Rep-
resentatives, returning to the Sen-
ate to work for newly-elected Ari-
zona Democrat Dennis DeConcini 
after he was elected in 1977. There, 
Campbell again handled constitu-
ent relations, and then became a 
legislative assistant assigned to track 
specific issues and draft policy state-
ments. When Dean left his job with 
the National Food Processors As-
sociation, a trade group to take an 
executive position with American 
Red Ball in Indianapolis, the two 
moved back to their home state, 
where Kelly was born in 1980.
 Those of us who frequent the 
offices at City Hall or who call 
there, quickly get to know Mary 
Lu Campbell. She’s become the 
information guru, parlaying her 
years of work in handling constitu-
ent relations at the federal level to 
doing much the same at the local 
level. She fields scores of calls every 
day for the city manager, his two 
assistants, the mayor and coun-
cilmembers who rely on her to 
sort through requests and directly 
resolve those that she can. She’ll 
be missed by the thousands she’s 
helped over the years and she says 
she’ll miss Pleasanton, too. It’ll be 
a new experience living in a less-
cosmopolitan town, although they 
came to like Chico when Kelly was 
a student at Chico State and they 
decided to buy a home there. Kelly, 
who’s since graduated, still lives 
in Chico where she works for the 
Barry R. Kirshner Wildlife Founda-
tion, a nonprofit organization.
 Mary Lu wrote this about leaving 
Pleasanton:
 “I’d just like to say that I’ve had the 
privilege to work for the two best city 
managers in the state of California as 
well as mayors and councilmembers 
who may differ in their approaches, 
but who each hold a deep commit-
ment to our town. 
 “Life in Pleasanton will be dif-
ficult to replace ... it is a rare place. 
I have come to know and respect 
many members of this community 
and their friendships and respect 
are things I truly treasure. I will 
also treasure seeing Nelson (Fialho) 
disco dance with a rainbow wig on 
his head, Mayor Tarver doing the 
Macarena at a Mayor’s dinner with 
foam Swiss cheese on his head, Mi-
chael Roush’s Bay to Breakers out-
fits, Deborah McKeehan’s joy when 
her daughter Jessica was born and 
so many other special memories.” ■

AROUND 
PLEASANTON

BY JEB BING

Pleasanton’s own 
‘Wikipedia’ says 
goodbye

About the Cover
Despite the cold temperatures the evening of Dec. 9, a group of about 25 people 
joined in front of the Museum On Main for the monthly Pleasantonians 4 Peace 
vigil. The idea of peace is prevalent during the holiday season and the group 
hopes it will spread throughout the city and beyond with a goal of stopping the 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Photo by Emily West. 
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GRAHAM-HITCH
MORTUARY

Dignified Care  
& Compassionate Service 

Since 1891

Advance Planning 
Made Easy

Call Deanna for a FREE 
 consultation. In-home 

visits available.

4167 First Street, Pleasanton

925-846-5624
Crematory Privately Owned  

& Operated
FD#429

CLOCK REPAIR
Free Estimates
Free Pick-up & Delivery in Tri-Valley

Timely Service

Byfield’s Clock Shop Call (925) 736-9165

Relax in a peaceful retreat in downtown Pleasanton.

988-0188
915 Main Street, Ste. C
Pleasanton
(next to Gimanelli’s Deli) 

Walk-ins welcome 
Open 10am-10pm everyday

Grand Opening
Massage Special

$50 

Christmas Tree Lane 2009
Benefiting ValleyCare’s Emergency Room Expansion Campaign and the 

ValleyCare Health Library and Ryan Comer Cancer Resource Center.

SLEIGH BELLS  
SPONSORS

Michael and Carol Faber Family
Robert and Carol Molinaro

Howard Yoshioka, M.D.

CHRISTMAS JOY  
SPONSORS

Health Advocates
David Greiner 

Tri Valley Internet
Tim and Janeen Weaver

WHITE CHRISTMAS SPONSOR

FAB FRIENDS

For more information on the ValleyCare Foundation, please call 925-373-4560.

THANK YOU FOR MAKING  
CHRISTMAS TREE LANE A SUCCESS

AHT Mcare
Dr. Michael and Cindy Alper
Anderson Carpet &  
Linoleum Sales Inc.
CVH Home Health Services
Del Valle Business Park
Mike and Shelley Despotakis
Bruce M. Gach, MD

Andrew Knight, MD
Ken Mercer
David and Barbara Mertes
Teresa Morgan
Florence Myers
John W. Noonan, Prof. 
Corp. Attorney at Law
Laurel Place

Tom and Patty Powers
R. Lance Ruckteschler
Staywell Custom 
Communications, LLC
Summit Financial Group
Tim and Janeen Weaver
Western Medical  
Technical Services, Inc.

Jan Brennan, Mass Mutual
Boyd Brokerage
Ireland San Filippo, LLP
Joe and Paula McGuinness

JINGLE BELLS SPONSORS
Northern California  
Spine Institute
Read and George Phillips
Rash Curtis and Associates

Robert Santos, MD
Windemere Properties  
of the East Bay
Bettina Zatuchni, MD

Mary Lu 
Campbell



Streetwise
ASKED AT YOUTH BASKETBALL GAMES

Who or what inspires you?

Jordan Reed
Student

The person who inspires me most is prob-
ably my dad. I look up to him and I want to 
be like him.

Scott Lineberry
Pharmaceutical Sales

My kids, because I want to be a great father 
for them and a great role model. They make 
me want to be the best I can be.

Jane Qian
Homemaker

My mother. I think she is a very positive per-
son in everything. She has hard times, but 
during down times, she is always optimistic. 
That’s something I wish I had. She’s opti-
mistic, hard working and never gives up.

Brianna Smith
Student

My mom inspires me. She inspires me 
because everything she’s done for me, I 
want to do. She’s helped me with every-
thing: gymnastics, homework. I want to be 
like her.

Tony Battilega
High School Teacher

I’m a high school teacher and a coach, so 
I think what inspires me is my students. 
I have 180 students every day, and they 
are pretty inspirational. They have a good 
energy; they’re setting goals and looking 
forward to their future.

Have a Streetwise question? E-mail editor@PleasantonWeekly.com

Page 4 • December 25, 2009 • Pleasanton Weekly

The Pleasanton Weekly is published every Friday by Embarcadero Media, 5506 Sunol Blvd., 
Suite 100, Pleasanton, CA 94566; (925) 600-0840. Mailed at Periodicals Postage Rate, 
USPS 020407. The Weekly is mailed upon request to homes and apartments in Pleasanton. 
Print subscriptions for businesses or residents of other communities are $60 per year or 
$100 for two years. Go to www.PleasantonWeekly.com to sign up and for more informa-
tion.  POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Pleasanton Weekly, 5506 Sunol Blvd., Suite 
100, Pleasanton, CA 94566. © 2009 by Embarcadero Media. All rights reserved. Reproduction 
without permission is strictly prohibited.

—Compiled by Elyssa Thome

CARPET  •  HARDWOOD  •  LAMINATE  •  TILE • VINYL

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OR  Shop@Home  WWW.DIABLOFLOORING.COM

FREE ESTIMATES
(925) 426-RUGS (7847)

5600-D Sunol Blvd, Pleasanton, CA 94566

Diablo Flooring Inc. is here to bring the best possible pricing with the most beautiful and complete installation 
to the Bay Area. We are a small store which lets us give you the attention needed for a more professional 

experience. We cater to residential & commercial customers, designer, contractors, and developers.

DIABLO FLOORING, INC

License #898787

NOW 2 LOCATIONS!
(925) 988-WOOD (9663)

2009

Best Carpet Store
Best Flooring Store

...BETTER SKIN THROUGH SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Jenny’s Skin Care

Free Parking  Open Monday - Saturday  Sundays by Appointment
4259 First St., Pleasanton  www.jennybeautycare.com

 Micro-Dermabrasion 
 European Facials 
 Full Waxing 
 Herbal Body  Wrap
 Brow & Lash Tinting 
 Brow Shaping 

 Proms/Wedding Makeovers 
 Aging Management Treatment 
 Peptides, Chemical Peel 
 Skin Firming Treatment 
 Acne Treatment

A Beauty of Touch by

925-846-3766

Natural Permanent Make-Up
 Eyebrows 
 Eyeliner 
 Lipliners 
 Lipstick 
 Beauty Mark

Permanent Removal of Skin Growths

$10.00 OFF
Any Facial

with this coupon.

$50.00 OFF
Any Permanent

Make-Up
with this coupon.

Love,
Your Friends at Cupid’s Tooth

Join the mailing list at
cupidstooth.com

99 West Neal Street

Merry Christmas
And Happy New Year!



Newsfront
Walk away 2009

 The third annual World Walk 
to Wellness will take place from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. New Year’s Eve 
at the Pleasanton Sports Park. 
The public is invited to walk the 
scenic loop around the park from 
2,000 steps or all the way around 
for 10,000 steps. Voluntary dona-
tions may be made to Pleasanton 
Partnerships in Education (PPIE), 
which would go to support well-
ness grants for schools. Local 
business sponsor ACCUPSLIT 
will match the donations, up to 
$20 per participant. In the past 
two years, the event has raised 
$3,600 for PPIE. 
 Individuals, pairs and groups 
can walk on their own, or join a 
special “Walk With Me” group 
at noon with W. Ron Sutton, 
president of ACCUSPLIT and  
known nationally as “Mr. Pe-
dometer.” Visit www.world-
walktowellness.org for updated 
listings of Walk With Me leaders 
and to download a registration 
form.  Bring the completed form 
to the registration booth on Dec. 
31. The first 200 participants 
will get a free pedometer. 

Parading on TV30
 The Pleasanton Holiday Pa-
rade, held Dec. 5, will be broad-
cast on TV30. According to the 
schedule, it will air at 8:50 a.m. 
and 5:50 p.m. Christmas day, 
10:50 a.m. and 8:50 p.m. Sat-
urday, and 6:20 p.m. Sunday. 
Copies of the event may be pur-
chased for $20, plus shipping 
and handling. To learn more, 
visit www.tri-valleytv.org.

Thinking differently
 Creative thinking author Javy 
Galindo will help people start 
the New Year off with a fresh 
start while discussing his new 
book, “The Power of Think-
ing Differently: An imaginative 
guide to creativity, change and 
the discovery of new ideas.” It 
will be held at 2 p.m. Jan. 3 at 
the Pleasanton Public Library, 
400 Old Bernal Ave. For more 
information, visit www.think-
ing-differently.com.

Temporary closure
 A popular, upscale downtown 
dining establishment was forced 
to shutter its doors temporarily 
due to water damage. Mahalo 
Grille, located at 425 Main St., 
announced in an email to cus-
tomers that the seafood restau-
rant suffered water damage after 
some recent rain storms and 
will remain closed through this 
busy holiday season. 
 A reopening date has not yet 
been announced. The eatery 
was named the Best Seafood 
Restaurant in the 2009 Pleas-
anton Weekly Reader’s Choice 
contest.

DIGEST
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BY JEB BING
 In a three-hour hearing in Alame-
da County Superior Court, Judge 
Frank Roesch sparred repeatedly 
with Pleasanton’s legal representa-
tive Tom Brown over the city’s 
29,000-unit housing cap before 
taking a suit under advisement that 
claims the cap is illegal.
 Roesch, in hearing arguments by 
representatives of Urban Habitat 
last Friday, an affordable housing 

advocacy group, and a representa-
tive of State Attorney General Jerry 
Brown, whose office joined in the 
suit, indicated that he believes the 
cap violates state law.
 Brown insisted that Urban Habi-
tat’s suit is not about the validity 
of the housing cap, but whether 
Pleasanton has used the cap to 
bar development of workforce and 
affordable housing that the state 
insists it should allow.

 “We’ve met every requirement 
placed on us by the state under the 
Regional Housing Needs Assess-
ment (RHNA),” Brown said. “At 
no time has the city ever rejected 
a development plan because of the 
housing cap.”
 Still, Roesch argued, Pleasanton, 
which has more than 2,700 apart-
ment and housing units already 
built or approved, could not meet 
RHNA’s requirement that it add 

another 3,277 units as Urban Habi-
tat claims the state is requiring by 
2014.
 “That’s a hypthetical argument,” 
Brown answered. “No one’s asking 
to build those units in Pleasanton.”
 But Roesch persisted, asking 
Brown how the city would respond 
if a developer asked today to build 
that many units. He said the City 

Court to rule early next year on
 validity of Pleasanton housing cap

 Judge questions legality of housing cap, although suit is about building affordable homes

BY JANET PELLETIER
 Rich Cimino traipsed the grounds of the Alviso 
Adobe last Friday with his binoculars held up to 
his eyes. An Anna’s hummingbird? Check. A pair 
of turkey vultures? Check, check.
 Cimino was joined by city naturalist Eric Nico-
las in their quest to count bird species in Pleas-
anton’s native habitats. It’s part of a larger effort 
that was being conducted this past week — the 
National Christmas Bird Count — led by the Na-
tional Audubon Society.
 “We’re hoping to see over 100 species here,” said 
Cimino, who has been a member of the local Ohlone 
Audubon Society for more than 40 years.
 The national event is in its 113th year, an an-
nual tradition featuring more than 3,000 separate 
counts that is rich in history. President Theodore 
Roosevelt participated the first year in Central 
Park, New York City. But this is the first year the 
local Tri-Valley area has joined, an effort Cimino 
has campaigned for a decade to have.
 It started 10 years ago when the Pleasanton resi-
dent, who teaches courses about birds for Pleasan-
ton Adult Education, was part of a state-sponsored 
wind energy committee that studied bird species 
that were native to the Altamont Pass region, 

where wind turbines now placate the skyline.
 “It was really because birds were being killed by 
the wind turbines,” he said. “I said we’ve really got 
to start counting these birds to create a baseline. 
That was sort of the alarm to stop thinking about 
it and start doing something.”
 The data that is compiled on how many birds 
live in different locations in Pleasanton and what 
species they belong to will be given to the Audu-
bon Society, and the information will ultimately 
be added into a national database. Why is that 
information important?
 “The public will be able to use it — natural-
ists, environmentalists, wind power specialists, 
developers who may be interested in building 
something,” Cimino said.
 That information will be especially helpful to 
Nicholas, the city’s naturalist who operates out of 
the adobe.
 “We’re a brand new place here at the adobe,” 
Nicholas said. “Seeing what kinds of birds are 
migrating here is helpful to know, to see what the 
local habitat is like. I’ll be able to use the informa-
tion in my programs for kids.”
 The data will also show where the strongest 

Avian adventures
National Christmas Bird Count comes 
to Pleasanton area for the first time

JANET PELLETIER

Rich Cimino, right, spots an Anna’s hummingbird in a tree above at the Alviso Adobe as city naturalist Eric 
Nicholas records it as part of the National Christmas Bird Count. Cimino led the effort, which was conducted 
last Friday, for local volunteers to count bird species as part of the National Christmas Bird Count. 

See HOUSING on Page 7

School budget 
on Jan. 5 town 

hall agenda
Parents group seeking 

to inform peers on 
education funding

BY EMILY WEST
 Millions of dollars in cuts made last 
year to the Pleasanton Unified School 
District budget are now being felt and 
parents aren’t happy about it. 
 Citing concerns over large class sizes, 
fewer classes being offered, fewer coun-
selors, unclean facilities and the overall 
quality of Pleasanton schools, some par-
ents have formed a group to do some-
thing about the problem of state-funded 
education. While the group doesn’t have 
a formal name or website, they have 
been hosting informative presentations 
on educational funding in hopes to edu-
cate parents and the community.
 Having raised the concerns to the dis-
trict, the school board recently scheduled 
a town hall meeting at 6:30 p.m. Jan. 5 to 
be held in the Amador Valley High School 
library, located at 1155 Santa Rita Road. 
There they plan to discuss the budget and 
seek public input on alternative funding 
sources, as well as possibly approving a 
memorandum of understanding for Cali-
fornia’s Race to the Top. 
 “The outlook for state funding for 
education is likely to be dismal for some 
time,” said parent Teri Banholzer, who is 
a member of the group. “There is a need 
for Pleasanton to decide if they are will-
ing to sit idly by until Sacramento gets it 
right and rescues public education or are 
we willing to take an active role towards 
finding an alternative source of funding 
to maintain the high quality of education 
in Pleasanton.”
 Members of the parent group say they 
are not solely suggesting another parcel 
tax on the ballot, nor are they asking for 
any money. 
 “We want people to be prepared,” said 
parent Barbara Kirk, adding that before 
becoming involved she was ‘woefully ig-
norant’ on state funding for schools. “We 
want dialogue and input. Many people 
may thing [the presentations] are heading 

See BIRD COUNT on Page 7 See SCHOOL on Page 7



Girls hold dance 
marathon to raise 
money for charity
 Sixty Pleasanton girls, ages 8 to 
18, gave it their all recently at a 
24-hour dance marathon to raise 
money for Project Roadrunner.
 The girls are part of the J&T com-
petition team at Jazz ‘n Taps Dance 
Studio in Pleasanton. They danced 
for 24 hours to raise money for 
Project Roadrunner, which benefits 
families served by Marylin Avenue 
Elementary School in Livermore. The school has a large percentage of students who come from families living 
far below the poverty level. Dancers raised money by getting people to pledge donations for the marathon. Each 
dancer was asked to raise at least $100. The 60 dancers raised a total of $12,981 for Project Roadrunner. The 
money will be used for the project’s annual holiday gift drive.
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BY JANET PELLETIER
 Nici first started abusing prescription 
meds at the impressionable age of 14. After 
entering rehab a few years later and return-
ing home, she learned her uncle had been 
diagnosed with terminal cancer, causing her 
to spiral out of control again.
 But fast forward to today and she’s not 
only sober, but learning to deal with her 
emotional issues, which she credits as having 
just as much of an effect on her dependency 
as the physical addiction.
 “There’s so much love and support in this 
house,” she said as she sat at the kitchen 
table. “We’re like a family. We have din-
ners together and we all have responsibility 
amongst ourselves.”
 The 21-year-old is talking about life at 
Tranquility Sanctuary, a nondescript sober 
living home located in south Pleasanton 
that’s operated by Seyda Harding Kaynak 
and her husband Kam, who both work for a 
well-known real estate firm. Her housemates 
include a 26-year-old Walnut Creek woman 
who was living in a crack house and a flight 
attendant. The home is accredited by the 
California Association for Addiction Recov-
ery Resources.
 But while Nici (who preferred not to use 
her last name) will be celebrating 60 days 
of sobriety on New Year’s Eve, there may be 
some bad news on the horizon.
 The Kaynaks, who began operating Tran-
quility in 2008 and have helped 50 women, 
are in danger of losing their home. A foreclo-
sure date of Dec. 14 was extended to Jan. 14 

at the last minute.
 Kaynak, a real estate agent, said she’s been 
fighting the $1.3-million mortgage with her 
bank, Chase, to modify her loan agreement, 
but says she keeps hearing the same boiler 
plate response. The couple owes more than 
$150,000 on the house, built in 2000. She’s 
not alone as thousands upon thousands are 
facing foreclosure, even in the moderately af-
fluent Tri-Valley. But Kaynak said if Tranquil-
ity is forced to shut down, the region will lose 

the only women’s sober living facility of its 
kind in the East Bay and eight women staying 
at their five-bedroom, two-story home will 
have to figure out other options to maintain 
their sobriety.
 “Essentially, we’ve gone through a 19-
month process of smoke and mirrors,” Kay-
nak said. “Washington Mutual, before they 
became Chase, was our former bank. When 
we requested a loan modification, they told 
me that I should skip three payments.”

 After WaMu became Chase, she said she 
contacted and was contacted by nearly 40 
bank officials to renegotiate the loan, but was 
repeatedly rejected.
 Seyda Harding Kaynak suffered wage losses 
as the real estate market tanked, Kam Kaynak 
has had trouble finding work in mechanical 
engineering and the two tried to sell their 
home in 2006, but despite 250 showings and 
35 offers, the house did not sell. 
 The couple has been trying to raise their 
income level to help the situation. Operating 
Tranquility has brought in some money (resi-
dents pay $1,000/month) and Kaynak added 
a third job to her plate at the mall, but it’s not 
enough. She said officials continue to tell her 
their income is not enough, but don’t specify 
what income level is needed, instead telling 
her that information was not available.
 Kaynak said she’s on the phone daily, call-
ing Chase, the state comptroller and others, 
and has reached out to local elected repre-
sentatives. A recovering addict herself since 
1985, she said Tranquility is unique because 
it serves suburban women who often hide 
their additions. She said Marin has the most 
comparable type living situation. 
 Attorney Marc TerBeek, whose office is 
in Oakland, is working with the Kaynaks to 
explore their legal avenues. In addition to 
filing an emergency Chapter 13 bankruptcy 
declaration, Kaynak said they are also trying 
to get grant funding to help tenants who can’t 
afford the rent at Tranquility.
 “We’re just going to fight to keep this 
going,” she said. ■

Sober living provider in danger of losing home
Seyda Harding Kaynak says she’s tried refinancing with no luck, looking into legal action

 ValleyCare Health System an-
nounced it will begin a series of 
H1N1 vaccination clinics, with its 
first one slated for Tuesday.
 The vaccinations will be given 
based upon recommended target 
groups — pregnant women, house-
hold members and caregivers for 
children 6 months and younger, 
health care and emergency workers 

and people 6 months to 24 years 
old. Cost is $17.
 Adult clinics will be held from 
5 to 7:30 p.m. Dec. 29, Jan. 13 
and 20 and from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Jan. 16 and 30 at the Occupation-
al Health building, 5565 W. Las 
Positas Blvd., Ste. 150 in Pleasan-
ton. Family clinics for children 6 
months and up will be held from 

4:30 to 7 p.m. Jan. 5 and 6 and 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Jan. 9 at the 
Mobile Health Unit in the Valley 
Memorial Health Center parking 
lot, 1111 E. Stanley Blvd., Liver-
more. The Vaccine for Children 
Program (VFC) or Medi-Cal will 
be accepted for children under 
18. 

—Janet Pelletier

ValleyCare schedules H1N1 clinics 
beginning Tuesday

Separate events planned for adults, children through Jan. 30

OF NOTE

JANET PELLETIER

Seyda Harding Kaynak, left, and her husband Kam, right, sit in front of the fireplace at their south 
Pleasanton home with one of their sober living tenants, Nici. The Kaynaks are in danger of losing the 
home to foreclosure after several unsuccessful attempts to refinance.



NEWS

Council would have to turn down 
the request based on the fact that 
the housing cap was imposed in 
1996 in a referendum approved 
by a majority of Pleasanton voters. 
Legally, it can be removed only by 
another vote or by a court decision 
declaring the cap illegal.
 Brown said Roesch and Urban 
Habitat can’t use speculation as 
the basis of deciding the validity of 
the housing cap. The city is not in 

violation of the housing numbers 
so far imposed by the state and 
there’s plenty of time before 2014 
for the council to ask voters to 
change the limit.
 City officials already have dis-
cussed asking voters to revise the 
housing cap ordinance to put it more 
in line with RHNA’s requirements. 
Such a measure could allow that the 
cap be adjusted every seven years to 
satisfy state housing numbers.
 Curiously, neither Richard Mar-
cantonio, the lead attorney for 

Urban Habitat or his assistant Atty. 
Christopher Mooney, cited Pleas-
anton’s urban growth management 
policy that limits building permits 
to 350 a year. Although that num-
ber of permits hasn’t been used 
for most of the decade, even if a 
developer was to seek to build 
3,277 units, it would take years to 
receive building permits — hous-
ing cap or not.
 Roesch said he will rule on 
Urban Habitat’s suit within the 
next 90 days.  ■

HOUSING
Continued from Page 5

bird populations are and where 
nesting boxes can be place to en-
courage avian residency here.
 A total of 89 volunteers helped 
in the count (57 of them in Pleas-

anton), which spanned Pleasan-
ton, Sunol and Livermore. Areas 
that were tracked included Har-
vest Park, Del Valle Creek, the 
Aquatic Center, the Marilyn Kane 
Trail, Koll Center, Arroyo Mocho 
and Shadow Cliffs. Volunteers 
walked each area in one direc-

tion, armed with binoculars, a 
bird species book and a checklist 
to tally whta they saw. Cimino 
said the count will now become a 
yearly occasion.
 For more information on the 
count, visit http://ohloneaudubon.
org. ■

BIRD COUNT
Continued from Page 5

BY JEB BING
 Leadership positions were filled 
last week by both the City Council 
and the Pleasanton school board, 
but not without a bit of angst.
 School board member Valerie 
Arkin’s bid to become president 
of the board in 2010 in a nomina-
tion made by fellow trustee Jamie 
Hintzke was rejected by board 
members Chris Grant, Pat Kernan 
and Jim Ott. Instead, they chose 
Grant to serve a second term as 
president, with Arkin and Hintzke 
voting against the nomination.
 Across First Street, the City 
Council had its own dispute after 
Mayor Jennifer Hosterman ap-
pointed Councilman Jerry Thorne 
to serve as vice mayor in the com-
ing year. That riled Councilwoman 
Cindy McGovern, who wanted 
Councilman Matt Sullivan to have 
the assignment, following what 
McGovern said has been a tradition 
of rotating the vice mayor’s position 
“so that we all have the chance to 

serve our community.”
 In the end, the Thorne appoint-
ment was approved in a 4-1 vote, 
with McGovern voting against it. 
Sullivan, who on a rotational basis 
would have been next in line for 
the post, voted to support Thorne.
 “I’m voting in favor because I 
know that Jerry (Thorne) would 
do a good job as a vice mayor,” 
Sullivan said. “I will say that I did 
send the mayor and city manager 
emails requesting that I be appoint-
ed because it was my turn. I did not 
receive any communication back 
from the mayor, but I won’t hold 
that against Jerry.”
 Hosterman said that she has been 
appointed to serve on three more 
and “very important” committees 
that will require more meetings out-
side of Pleasanton each month. She 
explained that Thorne, who is re-
tired, is in the city most of the time 
and can fill in for her as needed 
whereas Sullivan works in San Fran-
cisco and has less time to help her 

out during the daytime hours.
 “So to that end, I’ve asked Coun-
cilman Thorne to serve as vice mayor 
for the coming year, and he has 
agreed,” Hosterman added. “I agree 
with Councilwoman McGovern that 
it’s very important to allow everyone 
serving on the council to have their 
turn, and everyone now has.”
 McGovern insisted, however, 
that the rotation system be honored 
and followed. When Hosterman 
again said that she needed a vice 
mayor who would be in Pleasanton 
most days, McGovern retorted,
 “Well, how about me? I’m here 
most days, too.”
 At the Pleasanton school board 
meeting, the debate over who 
should serve as president next year 
was more contentious.
 Hintzke said fellow trustee Arkin, 
who was elected to the school 
board in November 2008, has the 
experience and time to devote to 
the demands of the board presi-
dent’s office.

 “The reason I chose Valerie is 
because we work well together, she 
really does have the time to talk to 
people in the community, she gets 
back to people when they call, she 
meets with them for coffee, she is 
in Pleasanton all the time every 
day,” Hintzke said.
 Board members agreed that two 
major issues facing the school dis-
trict next year — another loom-
ing budget shortfall and the June 
retirement of Supt. John Casey 
and the hiring of his replacement 
this spring — will require even a 
greater time commitment from the 
board president in 2010.
 Arkin said she has the time, is 
the one board member that doesn’t 
have a job, and “so I would have 
time during the transition to work 
with Dr. Casey in transitioning to a 
new superintendent.”
 But the other three board mem-
bers disagreed. 
 “I want Chris (Grant) to stay 
on as president,” Ott said. “This is 

not a popularity contest. It’s really 
about who we think can be presi-
dent during this time that can do 
the best job right now.”
 Added board member Pat Ker-
nan: “I think it’s important right 
now as we are going through a 
superintendent search that we have 
some consistency,” he said. “Chris 
has done a good job. I just don’t 
think Valerie is ready in my opin-
ion, but I would definitely sup-
port her for board clerk.” Ott also 
recommended Arkin for the clerk’s 
position, but she declined.
 Under questioning by other 
board members, Grant said he 
would be honored to serve a sec-
ond term and that he would con-
tinue to make whatever time avail-
able that was needed to participate 
in future meetings and discus-
sions
 Kernan was chosen clerk again, a 
position that usually leads to being 
named board president in the fol-
lowing year. ■

Leadership posts filled at school board, 
City Council, but not without a few gripes
Grant picked again for president over Arkin; Thorne named vice mayor over Sullivan

towards a parcel tax, but there are 
other options as well.”
 While they want to inform people 
that some solutions aren’t possible — 
such as taking money from the capi-
tal fund, adding sales tax in Pleasan-
ton to cover schools or a usage tax 
— that there are other ideas like a 
big foundation. While this and many 
solutions won’t help in the short-run, 
the group said they simply wish to 
get ideas for alternative funding. 
 “At this point, we are really try-
ing to raise awareness,” Banholzer 
said. “We want to make everyone 
aware of what the actual cuts are 
that have taken place at each of the 
schools.
 This effort follows two earlier 
efforts this year, the Save Pleas-

anton Schools campaign for the 
parcel tax and the school fundrais-
ing campaign I Love Pleasanton 
Schools which followed the failure 
of Measure G in June. With a 
goal of bringing in $2.8 million 
over the summer, the ILPS fund-
raiser collected $463,379 that was 
put towards counselors, elemen-
tary strings and band, and reading 
specialists. The school board also 
agreed to delay a payment in order 
to bring back counselors. 
 Kirk said that most people don’t 
realize that the programs supported 
by ILPS won’t be supported next 
year, since the one-time dollars 
were already spent. 
 Luz Cazares, assistant superin-
tendent of business services for 
PUSD, has said that the Legisla-
tive Analysts Office has predicted 
a 20-billion shortfall in the state 

budget, meaning further cuts to the 
school budget are very likely. 
 Critics have said that any other 
effort, be it a parcel tax or fund-
raiser, would suffer the same fate as 
Measure G and ILPS. 
 Those involved with the Mea-
sure G campaign said the number 
of “yes” voters don’t necessar-
ily reflect the number of people 
willing to support Pleasanton 
schools. They said about half of 
the supporters didn’t show up to 
the polls because of confidence it 
would pass. 
 “I’m not discouraged, I’m more 
invigorated,” Kirk said. “I feel there 
is more energy and more ideas 
flowing now.”
 Depending on the Jan. 5 meeting, 
the school board has said it may con-
sider making these meetings monthly, 
with updates on the school budget.

 As far as the board’s support for 
going forward with a parcel tax, 
they expressed the desire to debrief 
and figure out what would need to 
change in order to garner support 
from the community. Board mem-
ber Valerie Arkin said she wanted 
to survey the community, although 
the online surveys wouldn’t provide 
extensive and accurate feedback. 
Her desire is to learn more about 
the people in between the extremes 
and figure out what’s holding them 
back. 

Board signs contract
 The school board officially signed 

with the search firm Hazard, Young, 
Attea and Associates, Ltd. to help 
find a replacement for Superinten-
dent John Casey, who is retiring at 
the end of the school year. 
 Board president Chris Grant 
and Arkin negotiated the con-
tract and were able to secure 
several “a la carte” services for 
free, Grant said. The company 
charges at base consulting fee of 
$21,500 and charges for out-of-
pocket expenses such as adver-
tising and traveling to forums 
and interviews. The total cost 
Grant expected would be be-
tween $28,000 and $31,000. ■
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Only one dog park in 
Pleasanton?

Dear Editor,
 Being an avid reader of the Week-
ly, I’d like to thank your newspaper 
for producing the Info Pleasanton 
magazine, again. This publication 
requires many hours to bring to 
press. Sure, the ads help pay for 
it ... maybe, but it helps both us 
older citizens to keep up with the 
changes in our community.
 For the newer residents, you need 
to get a copy from the Weekly’s of-
fice on Sunol Boulevard. Just say, 
“We are new to the community.”
 There is one comment, which 
my surprise many of your readers 
and that concerns the number of 
dog parks we have in town — 
one. If your paper would point 
out that our town has 8,000-
plus dogs, most readers would be 
astounded. When our Park and 
Recreation Commission tried to 
establish new dog parks within 
existing parks, the residents of 
that park area yelled out, “not in 
our back yard park.”
 What is wrong with dog, that 
people both love and hate them? 
Case in point: have you seen all 
those four leggers at the summer 
“First Wednesday” dog walk? If 
you have not seen our existing dog 
park in Muirwood Community 
Park on the west side of town, 
take a look, especially if you have 
a dog.
 So, Pleasanton Weekly, take up 
the challenge for dog parks in our 
town. Do a survey or an article with 
all the facts from the police depart-
ment and the Humane Society.

Howard Adams Neely

From a fan of the 
Weekly
Dear Editor,
 Thanks for another year of your 
good coverage of Pleasanton affairs. 
 Other papers with more areas 
to cover can’t monitor our city as 
well as you do. Your Dec. 11 edito-
rial “Voices of Pleasanton gaining 
influence far beyond city” was an 
informative example.
 Bless your work.

Nancy Freedom

Larger class sizes 
worrisome
Dear Editor,
 I attended the Dec. 15 Pleasan-
ton school board meeting to get an 
update on the budget and the po-
tential impact on our schools. I was 
devastated to hear that things are so 
bad that they are considering 30:1 
class sizes for K-3 classes as well as 
host of other cuts that will damage 
our children’s education. 
 We recently moved to Pleasanton 
(summer 2009) for the schools. My 
husband commutes quite a dis-
tance, but that was fine because we 
were assured that this community 
looks after their schools. I love liv-
ing here, but can’t stand the idea of 

having my two young kids in 30:1 
class sizes. 
 I’m also worried that once the 
school system starts spiraling down-
ward, it will be hard to change di-
rection and to restore PUSD’s repu-
tation. People will move their kids 
out of Pleasanton and new people 
will choose places like San Ramon, 
where the communities support 
smaller class sizes.
 I can absolutely say that we 
would not have bought a house 
here if we had known class sizes 
could go to 30:1. A ratio of 25:1 
is stressing the system (though the 
teachers are amazing). We are pun-
ishing our children, our commu-
nity and our home values by letting 
our school system fall apart. We 
need to stop kicking the can down 
the road. There is a school board/
town hall meeting to discuss these 
issues at 6:30 p.m. Jan. 5 at Ama-
dor Valley High School. The board 
members sound open to all ideas. 
Please community, stand up and be 
counted.

Christina Hicks

Some Happy Valley 
clarification from a 
resident

Dear Editor,
 Having lived in Happy Valley 
since 1998, I read with interest 
your article entitled “Happy Valley: 
joining Pleasanton lot by lot,” (Edi-
torial, Dec. 4, page 10).
 I wanted to clarify a few points. 
Fees for running sewer and water 
were originally projected to be very 
expensive. Estimates were over 
$80,000 for some parcels (not in-
cluding connection fees and onsite 
costs) and 70% of residents were 
required to commit to connect be-
fore infrastructure would be run to 
spur streets.
 As a concession to the neighbor-
hood, private developers put forth 
a proposal to run the infrastructure 
throughout the community. After 
many discussions and meetings, 
most of the residents were in favor 
of annexation.
 Close to annexation vote, the 
then Director of Public Works in-
formed the community that the 
bypass road might not be built. 
This was a complete turnabout 
by the city. The bypass road was 
repeatedly promised by the city 
council in public forums, in print 
within the Happy Valley Specific 
Plan (2/98) and the feeder route 
was outlined in the North Syca-
more Specific Plan (6/92). These 
repeated commitments were made 
to garner community support for, 
or pacify opposition to, the city’s 
own golf course project.
 Given that the city appeared at 
the 11th hour to be backing away 
from its commitment to help en-
sure the rural nature of the valley, 
it is not surprising that the annexa-
tion vote failed.
 It is disheartening that the city 
leadership continues to distance 
themselves from their moral (and 
legal) obligation to complete the 
bypass road.

Vince Barletta
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 As we enjoy Christmas with our families and friends, let’s also 
praise the extra efforts of those who are working today — po-
lice, firefighters and nurses locally and thousands more across 
the region. We especially salute Pleasanton families whose sons, 
daughters, wives, husbands and parents are serving in harm’s 
way in Afghanistan and Iraq, leaving an empty spot at the 
Christmas dinner table that we all hope will be filled quickly 
when the troops come home.
 At ValleyCare Medical Center, 224 will be at work today in 
nursing, the emergency room, laboratories, pharmacy, at X-ray 
machines and admissions to care for those who are hospitalized 
and to serve any of us who might need emergency services. Val-
leyCare’s Vice President Ken Mercer reports that the hospital is 
opening its cafeteria to serve a special Christmas dinner to all 
who are working today when they have a break in their duties 
and can enjoy a home-cooked meal. A number of staff members 
with seniority that keeps them off holiday schedules are volun-
teering to serve for their colleagues who have young children so 
that they can spend Christmas at home.
 Although it’s a holiday, Mercer points out that hospitals such 
as ValleyCare operate around the clock, always offering full 
emergency and other health care whenever needed. In fact, 
emergency rooms are often busiest at holiday time, treating those 
suffering from stress and medical conditions accelerated by too 
much food or chilly outdoor temperatures. ValleyCare also is 
open for newborns with Mercer pointing out that medical teams 
are on duty in the maternity ward, delivering babies every day, 
including Christmas.
 Pleasanton police are patrolling the streets today, with three 
shifts scheduled as usual seven days a week. Captain Dave 
Spiller points out that with shift changes at 6:30 a.m., 2 p.m. 
and 9:30 p.m., officers scheduled to work today adjust their 
family celebrations to accommodate those hours. Still, staffing 
across the board will be lighter, with motorcycle officers, detec-
tives, school resource officers and clerical staff taking the day 
off. Unlike other holidays, Christmas tends to be a bit easier on 
police patrols with fewer cars on the road, most retail stores and 
offices closed and even local bars shut down. Spiller said alcohol 
can still be a problem with families serving drinks at home. Any-
one who drinks should make sure they have a designated driver 
who doesn’t. He also urged drivers to be especially careful on 
neighborhood streets, watching out for children who often try 
out their new bikes and scooters that they received as gifts.
 Like police, firefighters are on duty as usual, with scheduled 
work unchanged by holidays. Assistant City Manager Julie 
Yuan-Miu reports that 37 in the Livermore-Pleasanton Fire De-
partment will be on duty, including captains, paramedics and 
engineers, led by a battalion chief. Clerks and those not associ-
ated with fire suppression duties have the day off. Historically, 
Christmas Day has no more fires than other days, although there 
are usually an increased number of calls to homes where turkey 
fryers have gotten out of hand and a firefighter’s professional 
hand is required to douse the flames. Yuan-Miu is overseeing the 
fire department’s activities in Livermore and Pleasanton as well 
as a search for a new fire chief that is now under way.
 Ken Mercer, Capt. Spiller and Livermore-Pleasanton Fire De-
partment supervisor Yuan-Miu join all of us at the Pleasanton 
Weekly in wishing you a Merry — and safe — Christmas.  ■ 
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For those of us serving as 
elected officials and trying 
to make government more 

responsive, the situation couldn’t 
be clearer: our system of govern-
ment in California is broken.
 How do you want your children 
to live? What is your vision of our 
state going forward? How can we 
pool our money to finance vital 
services, like education and trans-
portation? These are vital ques-
tions that need answers soon, or 
it will get worse. We believe a 
realignment of state and local gov-
ernment is needed. A return to 
more local control of both taxation 
and spending is essential.
 California is facing high un-
employment, shrinking revenues, 
lack of investment in the future, 
and profound despair that things 
will not change. Proposed solu-
tions are short-term fixes, while 
long-term implications are often 
ignored. It’s more than econom-
ics; it is a state government struc-
ture that can’t function in difficult 
times. 
 This summer, a remarkable bi-
partisan summit of more than 500 
local government officials from 
cities, counties and school boards 
throughout the state met to create 
action plans. They reviewed sur-
vey results from national pollsters 
revealing that people prefer more 
local control and trust local gov-
ernment to respond to their needs 

more effectively.
 No one political party has all the 
answers, yet in California, minor-
ity rule drives budget decisions. 
California is one of three states 
requiring a two-thirds vote to put 
a budget on the governor’s desk 
(which he can ‘blue pencil’ — cut-
ting almost whatever he wants). 
 About 75 percent of local money 
is provided by state government. 
When the state gets into political 
and financial paralysis, it inevita-
bly looks to local government for 
funds — regardless of how well a 
city council or school board man-
ages its budget. As a result, local 
investment on infrastructure, eco-
nomic development and education 
is hampered. 
 A stark example of this is the 
constitutional requirement that 
public education has first prior-
ity on public funds. Regardless, 
the state has cut education funds 
repeatedly over the last 20 years, 
despite who is governor. 
 At the same time, Sacramento 
mandates that local governments 
carry out an array of programs. 
This severely aggravates local fiscal 
challenges. The inherent strength 
of community level government 
is then dissipated in education 
and in health care, for small busi-
nesses, housing, and senior, child, 
and family care. Local and state 
budget sessions degenerate into 
debates about taking funds from 
one group to sustain others.
 One group at the summit called 
for a statewide constitutional con-
vention to address the weaknesses 
in the constitution regarding finan-
cial management and budgeting. It 
will take years but will provide 

long-term fixes on how the state 
manages its finances. Others rec-
ommended constitutional amend-
ments or initiatives to address a 
simple majority for creating state 
budgets and changes in term lim-
its. We believe a fiscal system that 
provides increased performance, 
transparency and accountability is 
needed.
 Let’s begin an honest non-rhe-
torical discussion about a vision of 
what kind of state we want to live 
in, and how we can pool our finite 
resources for the benefit of all. We 
see that happening with local gov-
ernment moving to the forefront. 
 This is one of those defining 
moments where grassroot inter-
est must grow into commitment 
to change. Town hall meetings 
are starting to happen in coun-
ties throughout the state includ-
ing the Tri-Valley. Contact us if 
you want to join. You are needed.

John Ledahl is a three-term Dublin 
school board trustee (ledahljohn@
dublin.k12.ca.us); Tim Sbranti was 
elected mayor of Dublin in 2008, 
(tim.sbranti@ci.dublin.ca.us); and 
Scott Haggerty was reelected in 2008 
as First District Alameda County 
Supervisor, (district1@acgov.org).
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A woman hijacked a California 
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at 3:40 this afternoon, leading 
sheriff’s deputies on a high 
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Interstate 680...
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Town Square Forum



Genevieve 
Loretta 
Paradiso

 G e n e v i e v e 
(Jennie) Loretta 
Paradiso died 
Dec. 1 at the age 
of 86.
 Mrs. Paradiso was born Feb. 18, 
1923 in Oakland to Manuel Cabral 
and Maria Telles. After graduating 
from Castlemont High School, she 
was married to Tony Paradiso for 
46 years and lived in San Leandro, 
Twain Harte, Tracy, Pleasanton and 
Manteca. 
 She was a homemaker, but she 
dabbled in the real estate field for 
a while. In her early years, she 
loved hosting dinner and holiday 
parties for her family and friends; 
team bowling; dancing on Satur-
day nights (or any night someone 
played music); growing big, beauti-
ful dahlias in her garden; crafting; 
sewing; knitting and showering all 
of the children with many gifts for 
every occasion. But her greatest gift 
to her children was passing on fam-
ily values and traditions.  
 She is survived by her children, 
Dorene (Pat), Gerri (Bob), Deb-
bie (Don), Jeff (Marcy) and Mark; 

grandchildren, Dean, Danny, Corine, 
Chase, Amber, Crystin, Anthony, 
Alex, Daryl, Michael, Monica, Aaron 
and Daniel; godchildren, Carol, An-
gela and Todd; and many great-
grandchildren. She was preceded in 
death by children, Cory, Gene and 
George; and grandson, David. 
 A service was held Dec. 19 at 
St. Augustine Catholic Church. A 
private burial was planned to be 
held at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery 
in Hayward.
 Donations may be made to her 
favorite charity, Hannah Boys Cen-
ter, 17000 Arnold Drive, P.O. Box 
100, Sonoma, CA 95476.

Bobbie Jean Wright 
 Bobbie Jean Wright died Dec. 6 
in Pleasanton after six short weeks 
of lung cancer. She was 83. 
 Mrs. Wright 
was born July 
31, 1926 in 
Appleton, Ark. 
to Eunice (Turk) 
and Cora Woods. 
She moved to 
California to 
marry Frank 
Wright, of Hec-
tor, Ark. They lived 66 wonderful 
years mostly in Southern Califor-
nia, then Tracy and Livermore. 
 She was a wonderful mother, wife 
and friend. She never met a stranger 
and truly touched all around her.

 She is survived by her husband, 
Frank Wright of Livermore; daugh-
ter and son-in-law, Cynthia Wright 
Sund and Steve Sund; grandchil-
dren, Laura, Shawna, Suzanna and 
Christopher Sund of Pleasanton; 
Lloyd Woods of Russellville, Ark.; 
James Woods of Ind.; and nieces 
and nephews. She was preceded in 
death by her beloved sister, Billie 
Woods Wilson; parents, Turk and 
Cora Woods, sister-in-law, Mary 
Woods; niece, Carol Lopez; and 
nephew, Larry Wilson.
 A service was planned to be held 
Dec. 11 and her final resting place 
is in Livermore.
 As Mrs. Wright was a 17-year 
breast cancer survivor, donations 
may be made to the American Can-
cer Society.

David Gareth Ash 
 David Gareth 
Ash died Dec. 
4 in Carrollton, 
Texas while on 
business. He was 
56.
 Mr. Ash was 
born May 7, 
1953 and was 
raised in San 
Jose. He later moved to Pleasanton 
with his wife where they have lived 
and raised their four children for 
the past 33 years. 
 Mr. Ash was involved in the 
community coaching his children 
in the sports that they all loved. 
Over the years, he coached each of 
his children in soccer, basketball, 
softball and Little League baseball. 
He was a familiar face at the Sports 
Park on the soccer fields. He was 
also an avid sports fan and spent 
many happy times cheering on the 
Giants and Warriors. He also was 
very active in his church and en-
joyed the men’s ministry and bible 
studies.
 Mr. Ash was highly respected in 
the business community where he 
has been in the electronics sales 
and distribution industry since 
graduating from San Jose State 
University in 1975. Above all, he 
was a devoted family man and put 
his wife and children as one of his 

top priorities.
 He is survived by his wife, Jan; 
children, Kirsten, Lorien, Jason and 
Megan; brother, Craig Ash and his 
wife, Marcia; sister, Janice Roloff 
and her husband, Phil; father-in-
law, Ori DiBenedetto; sister-in-law, 
Joanne McMillen; and many nieces 
and nephews. 
 A service was held Dec. 12. In 
lieu of flowers a donation can be 
made to: The Ash Children’s Col-
lege Fund, First Republic Bank, 
249 Main St., Pleasanton, CA 
94566 ACCT # 80000420027.

Kathleen Howard 
Schmitz  
 Kathleen Howard Schmitz died 
Dec. 10 at the age of 96.
 Mrs. Schmitz 
was born Sept. 
16, 1913. 
 She is sur-
vived by her 
daughters, Bon-
nie Krichbaum 
(husband Fred) 
of Pleasanton, 
Deanna Murray 
(husband Robert) of Kingsville, 
Texas; Mary Pat Parma (husband 
Frank) of Richardson, Texas; 
grandchildren, Katie Thompson, 
Leigh Urich, Scott Krichbaum, 
Vicki Wilson, Carrie Lemcke, An-
drew Parma and Patricia Stepler; 
and 15 great-grandchildren.
 She was predeceased by her 
beloved husband, Dean Schmitz; 
and her great-grandson, Robby 
Thompson.
 A service was held Dec. 13. Do-
nations may be made to St. Jude’s 
Hospital in memory of Kathleen 
Schmitz.

Joan P. Accardo
 Joan P. Accardo died Dec. 3 after 
a long and courageous battle with 
ovarian cancer. She was 62.
 Mrs. Accardo was born April 20, 
1947 in Oakland. She graduated 
from San Lorenzo High School in 
1965. Over the years she spent her 
time involved in Jobs Daughters 
and enjoyed volunteering at the 
SPCA.  

 Italian traditions were very im-
portant to her, especially during 
holidays when her cooking was 
shared. She recently retired from 
LLNL after 25 years. She enjoyed 
spending leisure time watching 
old movies, traveling to South 
Lake Tahoe and taking rides in the 
Cobra.  
 She is survived by her loving 
husband, Bob; children, Stacy, Gina 
and Bobby; grandson, DJ; mother, 
Evelyn; sister, Gloria; best friend, 
Janis; and many nieces, nephews, 
extended family and friends. She 
was preceded in death by father, 
Melvin; beloved sister, Barbara; 
and loving dog, Teddy.  
 A service was held Dec. 21. In 
lieu of flowers, donations may be 
made to the East Bay SPCA, 4651 
Gleason Drive, Dublin, CA 94568.

Mary Frances Jewell-
Awtry 
 Mary Frances Jewell-Awtry died 
Dec. 14 in Livermore, peacefully 
and with her daughters by her 
side. She was 101.
 Mrs. Awtry was born May 26, 
1908. She witnessed a century’s 
transformation from horse and 
buggy to cars and other major 
advances, but it is two basic things 
— family and food — she credited 
her longevity.
 Mrs. Awtry was a gracious and 
pleasant woman whose lingering 
Southern drawl served as testa-
ment to her roots. Kentucky-born, 
she lived in the Valley for more 
than 40 years, observing Pleasan-
ton’s change from a “cow town” 
to a diverse city for more than 30 
years of them. She was an officer in 
the Pleasanton Women’s Club and 
was involved in the St. Augustine 
Catholic Church bridge group for 
35 years. 
 She is survived by her daughters, 
Jeanne Carolyn Lutes and Paula Aw-
try-Harris; three grandchildren; and 
two great-grandchildren. She was 
preceded in death by her husband 
of 62 years, Henry Paul Awtry.
 Burial will take place by her 
home in Lucas, Ky. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations may be made to 
Hope Hospice in Dublin.

Page 10 • December 25, 2009 • Pleasanton Weekly

OBITUARIES

Katharine Stober & 
Robert Tuck  
 Katharine Evans Stober and 
Robert James Tuck have an-
nounced their engagement to be 
married. 
 Kate is the daughter of Victoria 
and J.L. Emmons of Pleasanton and 
Daniel R. Stober and Joan Mendel-
son of Palo Alto. She graduated 
from Castilleja School in Palo Alto 
in 1999. She received her Bachelor 
of Arts in history with honors in 
2003 from Columbia University 
and her Master of Arts in American 
Studies in 2006, also from Colum-
bia. She is employed as a public 
relations manager with the Lower 

East Side Tenement Museum in 
New York City.
 Rob is the son of Amanda Tuck 
of Hertfordshire, United Kingdom 
and Professor Anthony Tuck of 
Essex, United Kingdom. He gradu-
ated from Hills Road Sixth Form 
College in Cambridge, United 
Kingdom in 1997. He received 
his Master of Arts with honors in 
Oriental Studies in 2002 from Ox-
ford University; a Master of Arts in 
2007 from Columbia, a Master of 
Philosophy from Columbia in 2008 
and a Master of Arts from Waseda 
University in Japan in 2009. He is 
a Ph.D. candidate in Modern Japa-
nese Literature from Columbia and 
anticipates graduation in 2011. He 

is employed as a doctoral research 
student for Columbia University. 
 The ceremony will be held July 
31, 2010 at St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church in Walnut Creek. A re-
ception will follow at Castlewood 
Country Club. The couple plan to 
honeymoon in Hawaii and resides 
in New York, N.Y.

ENGAGEMENTS

WEDDINGS ● ENGAGEMENTS ● OBITUARIES ● BIRTHSTransitions

Serving the Tri-Valley for 25 years

463-2150
6155 Stoneridge Drive, Suite 100, Pleasanton

(at the corner of Stoneridge & Franklin, between Hopyard & I-680)

Merry Christmas

From Foothill
Optometric Group
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The Pleasanton Police Department 
made the following information avail-
able. Under the law, those charged 
with offenses are considered innocent 
until convicted.

Dec. 13
Vechiular burglary
■ 1:52 p.m. in the 6200 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road
DUI
■ 1:12 a.m. at the intersection of 

Hopyard Road and Black Avenue
■ 1:57 a.m. in the 4300 block of Black 

Avenue
■ 11:37 p.m. at the intersection of 

Valley Avenue and Boulder Street
Public drunkenness
■ 11:05 a.m. in the 5500 block of West 

Las Positas Boulevard

Dec. 14
Theft
■ 12:02 p.m. in the 4200 block of 

Dundlack Court; identity theft
■ 3:06 p.m. in the 4100 block of 

Rennellwood Way; identity theft
■ 7:43 p.m. in the 1000 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft
Vehicular burglary
■ 7:19 a.m. in the 2400 block of 

Heatherlark Court
■ 2:49 p.m. in the 7000 block of 

Johnson Drive
Public drunkenness
■ 12:12 a.m. in the 6000 block of 

Corte Calera
DUI
■ 9:50 p.m. in the 200 block of Spring 

Street 

Dec. 15
Theft
■ 11:33 a.m. in the 5600 block of 

Stoneridge Drive; stolen vehicle
■ 3:37 p.m. in the 1300 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road; grand theft
■ 8:30 p.m. in the 2700 block of Glen 

Isle Court; identity theft
Vandalism
■ 11:35 a.m. at the intersection of 

Spring Street and Railroad Avenue
■ 12:07 p.m. in the 200 block of Spring 

Street
■ 1:24 p.m. in the 4300 block of 

Diavila Avenue
Marijuana possession
■ 5:45 p.m. in the 3000 block of Bernal 

Avenue

Dec. 16
Theft
■ 10:25 a.m. in the 1300 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft
■ 10:25 a.m. in the 1400 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road; stolen vehicle 
■ 10:26 a.m. in the 4300 block of 

Rosewood Drive; petty theft
■ 8:46 p.m. in the 8000 block of 

Horizons Court; stolen vehicle
Burglary
■ 8:27 a.m. in the 4500 block of 

Rosewood Drive; shoplifting
■ 9:04 a.m. in the 4000 block of 

Holland Drive; vehicular
■ 9:29 a.m. in the 4500 block of 

Rosewood Drive; vehicular

Dec. 17
Theft
■ 8:13 a.m. in the 5100 block of 

Hopyard Road; grand theft
■ 10:52 a.m. in the 3300 block of 

Smoketree Commons Drive; identity 
theft

■ 11:07 a.m. in the 3800 block of 
Vineyard Avenue; grand theft

Burglary
■ 4:07 p.m. in the 5500 block of 

Springdale Avenue
Vandalism
■ 12:48 a.m. in the 3100 block of 

Santa Rita Road
■ 3:02 p.m. in the 4800 block of Bernal 

Avenue
Public drunkenness
■ 1:06 p.m. in the 5600 block of 

Stoneridge Drive
DUI
■ 11:15 p.m. at the intersection of St. 

John ad Main streets

Dec. 18
Theft
■ 9:12 a.m. in the 1900 block of Santa 

Rita Road; petty theft
■ 4:42 p.m. in the 1500 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft
■ 10:03 p.m. in the 1500 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road; grand theft
Burglary
■ 1:35 p.m. in the 4600 block of 

Chabot Drive
Vandalism
■ 9:59 p.m. in the 4000 block of 

Stoneridge Drive
Public drunkenness
■ 6:19 p.m. in the 4500 block of 

Pleasanton Avenue
DUI
■ 10:15 a.m. at the intersection of 

Peters Avenue and St. Mary Street
Robbery
■ 2:46 p.m. in the 5400 block of Sunol 

Boulevard 

Dec. 19
Theft
■ 4:34 p.m. in the 1000 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road; grand theft

■ 7:55 p.m. in the 1500 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft

Burglary
■ 8:35 p.m. in the 6200 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road
Drug/alcohol violations
■ 1:09 a.m. at the intersection of Valley 

Avenue and Danbury Park Drive; DUI
■ 1:28 p.m. at the intersection of Black 

Avenue and Ramblewood Way; public 
intoxication, drugs

■ 2:55 p.m. in the 4200 block of First 
Street; paraphernalia possession

■ 7:09 p.m. at the intersection of 
Hopyard Road and Owens Drive; DUI

Community Pulse
POLICE BULLETIN & LOG

Police continue search for Bank of 
the West robber
 Pleasanton police are continuing to search for 
a man who robbed a Bank of the West’s branch 
in the Raley’s shopping center Friday afternoon.
 Bank employees said the suspect entered 
the bank with a garbage bag and demanded 
that the tellers hand over cash. No weapon 
was seen or simulated and no one was injured.
 The suspect left with an undisclosed amount 

of cash before officers arrived, police said, 
and a search of the area was unsuccessful.
 The suspect is described as a white man between 
6 feet and 6 feet 3 inches tall who weighs about 160 
pounds. He was seen wearing a black sweatshirt 
with the hood pulled over his head and blue jeans.
 Police are looking at surveillance camera tapes in 
an attempt to identify the robber. Anyone with in-
formation on the robbery is asked to call Pleasanton 
police at 931-5100.

—Bay City News contributed to this report.

POLICE BULLETIN

POLICE REPORT

350 Main Exec Center

Furnished 
Single Offices

Affordable Rent 
925.734.6300

Discover private apartment living in 
Pleasanton with views of  the surround-

ing hills…Freedom from the time and ex-
pense of  housekeeping, home maintenance, 
menu planning, grocery shopping, cooking 
and clean-up…Neighbors and staff  who 
become friends before too long.

Discover assisted living and memory care 
services as comforting and energizing as your 
fi rst cup of  coffee in the morning. Call today to 
schedule a tour.

I AM A STICKLER FOR 
FRESHNESS. AND I FANCY 
MYSELF A PRETTY GOOD 
COOK. WHEN I FOUND 
THAT THE PARKVIEW 
OFFERS A MENU THAT 
HAS MORE THAN ONE 
ENTRÉE, FRESH FRUITS 
AND VEGETABLES AND 
CHANGES EVERY DAY 
—MY DECISION ON 
WHERE TO LIVE WAS EASY.

100 VALLEY AVENUE (FORMERLY JUNIPERO ST.) 
PLEASANTON

925-461-3042
WWW.ESKATON.ORG   MANAGED BY ESKATONLicense #015601283

Th e Perf ect Blend
THE INDEPENDENCE YOU WANT, THE ASSISTANCE YOU NEED.

WEEKLY MEETING NOTICES

The above represents a sampling of upcoming meeting items. 
For complete information, please visit  

www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/community/calendar

City Hall will be closed on Friday, January 1st.

GENERAL INFORMATION

Additional information regarding the Draft Supplement to the 
Stoneridge Drive Specific Plan Amendment/Staples Ranch 
Environmental Impact Report.
 
Review Period
Written comments on the Draft Supplement to the Stoneridge 
Drive Specific Plan Amendment/Staples Ranch Environmental 
Impact Report will be accepted by the City of Pleasanton 
Planning Division, Community Development Department, through 
Wednesday, December 30, 2009.
 

Please send comments to:
Robin Giffin, Associate Planner

Planning Division
Community Development Department

P.O. Box 520
Pleasanton, CA 94566

When 
I began 

Living Lite 
I wore size 
28. Now 
I’m a 10. 
Hypnosis 
Made My 

Life So Easy.
Before

“Yippee!!  
I Lost 167 Pounds”

After

925-695-3135

www.EastBay-Hypnosis-Center.com

Post your 
own 
free 
ad

Classified Listings
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BY EMILY WEST

ith temperatures hovering around 
the low 40s and high 30s, a group 
of about 20 people gathered in front 
of the Museum On Main, clutch-

ing candles in plastic cups and yearning for a peaceful 
world. 
 Despite the cold, the Pleasantonians 4 Peace group was 
there to have a moment of silence and share thoughts on 
peace during a time of war. Peace is a popular topic 
during the holiday season, one that the group believes 
contrasts with the current military actions in Iraq and 
Afghanistan and with President Barack Obama’s recent 
announcement to send more troops overseas. 
 Kathy Dowding opened the gathering, as she has since 
they began meeting in March 2007 on the fifth anniver-
sary of the war in Iraq, reading the names of servicemen 
and women who had died since they last met. 
 “Stephen L. Murphy, 36, Marine Staff Sergeant, Jaffery, 
New Jersey,” she read. “Justin J. Swanson, 21, Marine 
Lance Corporal, Anaheim, California. Shawn P. Hefner, 
22, Marine Lance Corporal, Hico, Texas.”
 She remarked that the list was short this time — 20 
people and not counting those killed at Fort Hood — but 
later said that her participation in the group stems from 
her goal of one day having an empty list. By reading the 
names of those killed, instead of just the numbers, she 
hopes it will make it a real, emotional impact for those 
listening.
 “We are hoping to bring about an end to the wars,” 
Dowding said, “and also honor those soldiers and not 
forgetting those who have lost their lives. The ultimate 
goal is to stop reading the names because there are no 
more to read, and to stop having vigils because there are 
no more wars.”
 It’s an idealistic view, she admits, but one that many 
share with her. 
 Dowding credits much of the Pleasantonians 4 Peace 
effort to Fred Norman. Back in 2007, when he and 
Dowding first met, Norman was trying to encourage 
Pleasanton to do something about the war. Having read 
an article about soldiers dying, he took it as a call to ac-
tion. 
 Since then, he’s been to almost every City Council 
meeting, using his public comment time to take a mo-
ment of silence to remember the fallen soldiers. When he 
was unable to appear at one meeting, Dowding came to 
fill in and began her tradition of reading names. She now 
also attends most meetings.
 With the support of Councilman Matt Sullivan and 
Norman’s wife Cathe, they set out to establish a way for 
people to support peace and the servicemen and women 
who had died in Iraq and Afghanistan. The first meeting 
garnered about 125 people, although the meetings now 
include about 20 to 35 regulars. 
 Sullivan said he suggested the monthly meetings in 
front of the Museum On Main, where people could 
reflect on the human and monetary costs of the wars, 
honor the veterans and civilians who have died, and 
visualize a more peaceful world. 
 While many of the attendees have similar beliefs on 
the war and peace, they’re not all the same.
 “I think peace means different things to different 

people who have been attending,” Sullivan said. “For me, 
it means that we need to try different means to address 
terrorism and the conflicts in the Middle East than ‘war 
to end terrorism,’ which I believe just leads to more of 
both.”
 One aspect most people agree on, however, is sup-
porting the troops. While critics may say otherwise, the 
founding members of Pleasantonians 4 Peace wish to 
honor them.
 “I would say that there are many ways to support the 
troops,” Sullivan said. “One way is to not send them into 
battle in the first place without just cause.”
 For Sullivan, both of his parents were Korean war 
veterans, with his mother being a Navy nurse. He was 

also in the Merchant Marine and Navy Reserve, involved 
in Cold War activities. Many of the group members, 
Sullivan said, are veterans, including Fred Norman and 
Dowding’s husband Steve. 
 Another member, Art Tenbrink, said he isn’t anti-mili-
tary and that his son just finished his tour in the service. 
While he and his son have differing views about the war, 
Tenbrink said he supported his son’s decision. He also 
feels like a patriot, he said, in “exercising what we’re 
supposedly fighting for” as a member of Pleasantonians 
4 Peace as well as other organizations. 
 “Our attempt is to be visible in our community as an 
active force for peace,” he added. “It’s an invitation to 
others to develop a critical mass that will turn a tide 
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PeacePeace
Candles of hope still aflame at monthly vigils

Kathy Dowding, center in white scarf, reads the names of fallen servicemen and women as a part of the Pleasantonians 4 Peace
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for peace.”
 This group meeting is just one way for him to exercise 
the democratic process, he said. Another way to do this, 
which the group encourages attendees to do as well, is 
to contact elected officials, both locally, regionally and 
nationally. 
 While the City Council decided a few years back not 
to host a public forum for discussing the war, many in 
the group wish that it would take some sort of stance for 
peace. 
 “I would like [our elected representatives] to all pass a 
resolution to bring wars to an early end and to stop fund-
ing the build-up of the conflict, but to use those funds 
for necessary domestic improvements,” Tenbrick said. 

 Sullivan, who was first elected to the City Council in 
2004 and was recently re-elected to serve through No-
vember 2012, said he wished to represent his constitu-
ents.
 “I believe that the majority of Pleasanton residents are 
opposed to these wars, as is a majority in the country,” he 
said. “City government is as close to the people that you 
can get. If we don’t provide a venue and opportunity for 
our citizens to express their beliefs and to influence the 
government — on any subject — then we have failed as 
representatives of the people.”
 Norman said the polls he’s seen show a majority, if not 
a vast majority, of people oppose the wars.
 “Being opposed and doing something are two different 

things,” he said. “Imagine if all those who are opposed in 
Pleasanton and the Tri-Valley came to the vigils.”
 What keeps Norman involved is seeking to actively do 
something instead of complaining about a war that he 
feels is morally wrong. To keep himself in check, he said 
that every night he asks himself what he did that day to 
stop the wars.
 Hope — another theme of the holiday season — is alive 
within the group, but Norman grounds it in reality.
 “I hope that what we’re doing inspires others, but I 
don’t have an absolute belief that it will,” he said, add-
ing that sometimes thinking about it can be depressing. 
“I don’t have expectations. In the ninth year of the war, 
how long do your expectations last? What gives us 
strength is possibility.”
 Despite the low attendance rates, Kathy Dowding re-
mains encouraged. 
 “The very first vigil had close to 125 people [in atten-
dance],” she said. “It was just phenomenal. Since then, 
the numbers have dwindled significantly. Even though 
the numbers are small, these are people who have made 
a commitment to do something, which is more than the 
nothing that a lot of people do.”
 The group hopes that more visibility will help grow 
their cause. Kathy Dowding said the group isn’t very 
computer savvy, and thinks that a website could help 
spread the word as well. 
 The group meets at 7 p.m. the second Wednesday 
of the month in front of the Museum On Main, which 
is located at 603 Main St. The meetings are ongoing, 
until the wars are over. For more information on the 
vigils, call the Normans at 462-7495 or Sullivan at 
415-533-8164. ■

STORY

JANET PELLETIER

While the group meetings usually attract about 20 to 30 people, they had big numbers at their first meeting in March 2007 
and on the anniversary of their first meeting (pictured). Fred Norman, center, leads the vigil, and Councilman Matt Sullivan, 
second from right, looks on.

EMILY WEST

e vigil earlier this month.

“We are hoping to bring about an end to the wars and 
also honor those soldiers and not forgetting those who 
have lost their lives. The ultimate goal is to stop reading 

the names because there are no more to read, and to 
stop having vigils because there are no more wars.”

Kathy Dowding, 
one of the founders of Pleasantonians 4 Peace

EMILY WEST

The Pleasantonians 4 Peace vigils are held at 7 p.m. on the 
second Wednesday of every month in front of the Museum 
On Main, at 603 Main St. 
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Rockin’ in the New Year
 Celebrate the New Year with 
music from rock ‘n’ roll legends at 
the Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. Hosted by Tony Rus-
sell, the event features famous music 
from the early days of Doo Wop, in-
cluding “Only You,” “26 Miles (Santa 
Catalina),” “The Great Pretender,” 
“Image of a Girl” and more. The eve-
ning starts at 8 p.m. Tickets are $78, 
$88 and $98 and can be purchased 
at www.livermoreperformingarts.org 
or by calling 373-6800.

‘Eye Candy’ at Aura
 Pleasanton’s hotspot nightclub, 
Aura, is going renegade style with 
its “Eye Candy” New Year’s Eve 
party. From 9 p.m. to 2 a.m., the 
21-and-over crowd can enjoy a 
Cirque-style performance art from 
Earth Circus, the largest balloon 
drop in the East Bay, a ‘Times 
Square’-style confetti rain, party 
favors and a champagne toast. Mix-
master Miguel, DJ Ghost and Scotty 
Fatal will man the DJ booth for 
people to dance the night away. 
Tickets are $40 and can be pur-
chased at www.nightclubaura.com. 

Festivities at The Farmer
 The Farmer Restaurant at the 
Pleasanton Hotel, 855 Main St., will 
be open on New Year’s Eve, featuring 
radio personality Baltazar and Ed 
the Karaoke King. There is no cover 
charge. To learn more, call 399-6690 
or visit www.pleasantonhotel.com.

Black & White Ball
 Consider counting down at 
the Pleasanton Marriott’s Black & 
White New Year’s Eve Ball. The 
Midnight Hour band will play, with 
dinner, dancing and a champagne 
toast for $75 per person. Special 
room rates are available for $89, 
which includes a breakfast for two. 
For tickets, call 784-1290 and for 
reservations, call 847-6000.

Redcoats revelry
 Redcoats British Pub and Restau-
rant, located at 336 St. Mary St., 
will take dinner reservations until 
8:15 p.m. There will be happy hour 
specials from 8 to 10 p.m., with a 
DJ spinning dance hits into the New 
Year. There is no cover charge. For 
more information, call 462-6600 or 
visit www.redcoatspub.com.

Laugh with Anjelah
 Anjelah Johnson is back at Tommy 
T’s Comedy Steakhouse, 5104 Hop-
yard Road. The Bay Area comedi-
enne will perform an early show at 
7:30 p.m. as well as a late show at 
9:30 p.m. with a champagne toast, 
party favors, DJ dancing and a big 
screen countdown. Tickets are $40 
or $55 for the early show or $99 or 
$115 for the late show. There is a 
two-item minimum and shows are 
17 and older. Call 227-1800 or visit 
www.tommyts.com.

A ‘Booming’ New Years
 Boomers Park at 2400 Kitty 
Hawk Road in Livermore will be 
open from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. for 
a New Year’s Eve event. Admis-
sion is $17 and includes unlimited 
go-karts, laser tag, miniature golf, 
bumper boats and video games 
(excludes ticket games). There will 
also be complimentary tiaras, hats, 
noise makers and sparkling apple 
cider for the first 50 guests, as well 
as a prize balloon drop at midnight. 
To learn more, call 447-7275.

Groove at the Hilton
 Hilton Pleasanton at the Club, 
7050 Johnson Drive, features a live 
performance by Bay Area group 
Ryze the Band playing a variety of 
funk, R&B, Old School and more. 
DJ Jammin J will keep the dance 
floor going. A Ryze the Band ticket 
is $60, and room packages are $159 
for one person or $229 for two, 
both include tickets to the concert, 
a champagne toast at midnight, a 
room with late checkout and a full 
breakfast. To make reservations, 
call 463-8000 or visit www.hilton-
pleasantonnye.eventbrite.com. 

Party at Faz
 Faz Restaurant at the Four 
Points by Sheraton, 5121 Hopyard 
Road, hosts a New Year’s Eve event 
with an open bar, hors d’oeuvres, 
dinner buffet and dancing to The 
Entertainment Physicians, as well 
as party favors and a midnight 
champagne toast. Tickets are $139 
or $234 for two people. A package 
includes the party, an overnight 
stay at the hotel, and a New Year’s 
Day brunch and is $255 for one 
person or $350 for a couple. Call 
460-0434 or visit www.fazrestau-
rants.com. 

Cruise with Hornblower
  Hornblower offers dinner cruis-
es departing from Pier 3 in San 
Francisco. Events include dinner, 
dancing and party favors, as well 
as a view for the San Francisco 
fireworks show. For details, call 
415-788-8866 or visit www.horn-
blower.com. 

All aboard the USS Hornet
 Swing in the New Year on the 
USS Hornet Aircraft Carrier, located 
in Alameda. From 8 p.m. to 1 a.m., 
there will be three dance floors, 
free dance lessons, live music by 
3 O’Clock Jump, the Singing Blue 
Stars Andrews Sisters Tribute, si-
lent auction and food and drinks. 
Period attire is welcomed. General 
admission is $48, captain’s seat-
ing is $65 and admiral’s seating is 
$90, with proceeds benefiting the 
USS Hornet Museum. For tickets 
and more information, call 510-
521-8448, ext. 282 or visit www.
hornetevents.com.

—Emily West

PEOPLE AND LIFESTYLES IN OUR COMMUNITYLiving

Closing out 
a decade
Say goodbye to 2009 at these 

New Year’s Eve events
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LIVING

Avatar
★★★
Rated: PG-13 for intense epic battle sequences and warfare, sensuality, language and some 
smoking Occasionally in the fictional Na’vi language with English subtitles 
2 hours, 42 minutes 

 James Cameron can crown himself king of the 3-D world. He has crafted a 
science-fiction fantasy filled with visual wonder that never forgets that story — 
not digital technology — keeps movies from sinking under the titanic iceberg of 
spectacle and special effects. An imaginative premise, combined with the fanci-
ful flora and fauna of a faraway moon, plunges the viewer into an otherworldly 
experience.
 Put on those silly 3-D spectacles and have some fun.
 Cameron’s plot focuses on Jake Sully (Sam Worthington of “Terminator Salvation”), 
a disabled ex-Marine lying in a VA hospital. He’s tapped to replace his late twin broth-
er in a multinational corporation’s avatar program, which mixes human DNA with that of the native Na’vi popula-
tion living on Pandora, the company’s mining colony. The “dumb grunt,” who has no avatar training, must quickly 
learn how to manage his remotely controlled, 10-foot-tall body in the most hostile environment known to man. 
The payoff? The jarhead gets his legs back. Things get more complicated when the avatar team headed by Dr. Grace 
Augustine (Sigourney Weaver) realizes that science and peaceful diplomacy are only part of its mission.  
 An efficient storyteller, Cameron (“The Terminator,” “Titanic”) makes every detail count. His original nar-
rative recalls familiar archetypes and genres. The underdog on a heroic adventure is a movie staple, but the 
fantastical creatures and hypnotically beautiful plants of Pandora are unique — and connected in an eco-
spiritualism that blends today’s environmental concerns with ancient traditions centered on oneness with 
nature. The indigenous people share a bond with everything from their ancestors to flying dragons and 
floating jellyfish-like beings. 
 Recalling both westerns and war films, “Avatar” pits the corporation’s military muscle against the bow-and-
arrow wielding Na’vi. A gung-ho colonel (Stephen Lang of “The Men Who Stare at Goats”) commands the invad-
ing forces to destroy the “savages” and their sacred places to gain access to Pandora’s natural resources. Cameron 
gives the conflict a heart by developing a romance between Jake and Neytiri (Zoe Saldana of “Star Trek”), who 
teaches him the language and ways of her tribe. Similar to “Dances with Wolves” and “The Last Samurai” in so 
many ways, this generic hybrid also assumes the patronizing attitude of positioning a white man as savior.
 Stereotypes hurt the film, particularly during the battle for Pandora. The Na’vi don war paint and 
whoop it up like wild Indians on horseback. Hiss-worthy villains are laughably one-dimensional. Fe-
males snarl all the time, particularly the feline-like Neytiri and the gum-snapping helicopter pilot played 
by Michelle Rodriguez (“Fast & Furious”). 
 Fortunately Mauro Fiore’s cinematography never fits the negative 3-D mold. Don’t expect coming-at-you visu-
als. Instead he constructs deep space, immersing the viewer in the midst of the action.   
 The overall result is well worth the price of admission.  ■ 

REVIEWS OF NEW MOVIESNOW SHOWING
BY SUSAN TAVERNETTI

 What inspires poets to write 
poetry? That was the question 
Amador Valley High School Eng-
lish teacher Stacey Sklar posed 
to me a few weeks ago. I talked 
about how poems are created 
with her sophomore honors Eng-
lish classes in the library with 
teacher-librarian Erik Scherer. 
Amador Teen Poet Laureate Vi-
vienne Chen accompanied me 
to speak to the students. She 
summed up her most success-
ful trigger to write in one word: 
“coffee!”  

 Vivienne also talked about 
the power of words to make you 
laugh or cry or make things hap-
pen. While struggling to define 
the topic of her college essay, 
she was inspired by a rice bowl 
she ate at Sweet Tomatoes. “It 
dawned on me that one piece of 
rice, or one person, is influenced 
by being part of the larger bowl 
of rice or larger community,” 
she said. She also wrote a poem 
about the human metaphor to 
rice which she read to the class. 

 For me, inspiration often 
comes from diverse experiences. 
Listening to music, observing 
the world from an airport lounge 
or reading the news about a hol-
iday skating rink in the Pleas-
anton Weekly can motivate me 
to write. I just hope ice skating 
is like riding a bike — it’s been 

awhile. A new holiday activity 
and challenge as the New Year 
begins. 

 If one of your New Year’s reso-
lutions is to publish some poems 
you’ve written recently or long 
ago, consider joining former 
Livermore Poet Laureate Connie 
Post’s seminar on “Getting Your 
Poetry Published: Navigating the 
Path to Publication” at Towne 
Center Books from 2 to 4 p.m. 
Jan. 17. Email info@townecen-
terbooks.com. Details at www.
civicartsliterary.org or www.
facebook.com/PleasantonPoetry.
 

Skating at Midnight 
The girl wearing
red velvet
is on thin ice 
blades flash
jump into spin
land
as the hour
counts down
to midnight. 
Hard on ice
she slips
finds balance
for another spin
around the rink
as the day month year
glides from frozen mode
to fresh start.

Deborah Grossman is Pleasanton’s 
poet laureate.

Finding inspiration

Ray the Love Bug
 Ray cocks his head to listen.  Yes, 
there it is again — the distant 
sound of hooves on rooftops.  
Christmas Day is fi nally here! Ray 
is a 3-year-old, black and white, 
85-pound mix-breed who would 
happily help Santa pull his sleigh. 
His head reminds us of a Great 
Dane and his tail curls like that of 
an Akita. Ray’s heritage may keep 
us guessing but there is no doubt 
he is a sweetheart! Ray may be re-
served at fi rst, but he warms up to 
you quickly and then he is a love 
bug.  He would be suitable for a 
fi rst time dog owner. Ray walks 
nicely on a leash and he will re-
quire regular exercise. He will help 
you keep that New Year resolution to get in shape! He gets along fi ne 
with other well-matched dogs but he does not care for cats. Visit Ray at 
the East Bay SPCA — Tri-Valley Adoption Center, 4651 Gleason Drive 
in Dublin, open from 1 to 8 p.m. Wednesday through Thursday, and 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday through Sunday. Call 479-9670. Learn more 
about adoptable pets at www.eastbayspca.org. SPCA adoption centers 
will be closed on Dec. 24, 25, and 31, and Jan. 1 New Year’s Day.

POETIC 
PLEASANTON

BY DEBORAH GROSSMAN

TAKE US ALONG
Hawaiian 
Weekly
Roland Longboya, 
Georgi Sneckner-
Longboya (of 
local band Georgi 
& the Rough 
Week), Roland’s 
mom Josephine 
Longboya and 
sister Julie 
Longboya brought 
the Weekly along 
to Maui and 
Kauai. Georgi and 
Josephine were 
both celebrating 
their breast cancer 
remission.

And they’re 
off Former 
Pleasanton 

residents Rich 
Bailey and 

Jerry Di Laura, 
and current 

residents Allen 
Aldrich and 
Jay Nelson 

took the 
Weekly along 

to the races 
at Remington 

Park Racetrack 
in Oklahoma 

City, 
Oklahoma.

CATHERINE HANSEN RUSH

PET OF THE WEEK
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HOLIDAY FUND

The gift of health
Holiday Fund to support the needy through

 services such as Axis Community Health

BY EMILY WEST

K
arol Hernandez smiled and wiggled as 
she was being measured and weighed at 
her recent check-up at Axis Community 
Health. While medical assistant Lidia 
Tejada went through a general healthy 

check list with mother Yolanda Macias, Karol’s bright 
eyes followed every movement. 
 The five-month-old baby is one of many to come 
through the doors of Axis’ pediatrics center off of 
Railroad Avenue. Karen Martinez, nurse manager of 
pediatrics and women’s health, said lately the sounds 
of crying babies have filled the halls as they receive 
necessary shots. 
 Despite the crying, many Tri-Valley families are 
glad to be able to come to Axis for affordable medi-
cal care for the uninsured and underinsured. Beyond 
typical doctor visits, the community health provider 
covers many needs, including mental health services, 
addiction counseling, WIC nutritional services and 
court-ordered educational programs. 
 Axis Community Health is one of the major service 
providers for Tri-Valley residents in need. With its 
vast offerings, the nonprofit organization provides 
“wrap around” services for families struggling to 
make ends meet. 
 Along with organizations such as Open Heart 
Kitchen, Tri-Valley Haven and many others, these 
groups will benefit more than from the Pleasanton 
Weekly’s Holiday Fund, in partnership again with 
the Tri-Valley Community Foundation. In years past, 
the fund has had a 2-to-1 match with every dollar 
donated. This year, however, with the help of fed-
eral stimulus funds — a grant from the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act TANF Emergency 

Contingency Fund — there will be a 4-to-1 match.
 David Rice, president of the Tri-Valley Community 
Foundation, said the money collected will be able 
to provide emergency assistance, while also funding 
services that will help needy families gain employ-
ment, which in-turn benefits the local economy.
 With unemployment and lower salaries plaguing 
many area families, people who may have had health 
coverage before are turning to Axis Community 
Health.
 Joe Flaherty, chief financial officer at Axis, said the 
number of medical visits is up 28 percent compared 
to last year. In the last four months alone, they have 
seen about 300 new patients each month. 
 “We have been busy since we received word of our 
qualifications as a federal qualified health center in 
March and April,” he said. 
 Axis has had to grow quickly to be able to meet the 
high levels of community need. 
 “We’ve hired additional staff to try to handle 
the increase in patient counts and visits,” Flaherty 
added. “That’s an additional expense on us. We’re 
just trying to accommodate the community needs at 
this point.”
 The medical provider has a contract with Alameda 
County to have 5,500 visits each fiscal year, which 
starts in July. As of March or April each year, Axis has 
usually met that number and continues to meet with 
those beyond their contractual obligation.
 Already, the 2009 Pleasanton Weekly Holiday 
Fund has had 258 donors have contribute $38,461 
to the fund and of those, 40 are anonymous con-
tributors who have given $4,839. With the match, 
it means $192,305 is going to help the needy in our 
area, with all administrative costs being donated by 
the Pleasanton Weekly. ■ 

EMILY WEST

Little Karol Hernandez scopes out the room as Axis Community Health medical assistant Lidia Tejada (right) discusses the 
baby’s health with mother Yolanda Macias.

YOUR FINANCIAL ADVISOR  
SHOULD BE MORE THAN JUST  
A NAME ON A STATEMENT…

Your Financial Advisor should be a trusted resource 
for you and your family…

 
a firm you can rely on to  

 

  Tom Powers, CFP®

925.275.1000
tpowers@calfinad.com

www.calfinad.com

Maloon, Powers, Pitre & Higgins, LLC 
Maloon, Powers, Pitre & Higgins, LLC is a Registered Investment Advisor

Securities offered through Financial Telesis Inc (Member FINRA/SIPC) CA Ins License 0766085

2303 Camino Ramon, Suite 250
San Ramon, CA 94583

Get your news delivered  
directly to your inbox

Weekly
Pleasanton

PRINT & ONLINE

 is a weekly update from the Pleasanton Weekly delivered via e-mail every 

Monday - Friday morning.

 provides the perfect quick-read digest of local news and events in 

Pleasanton from the last week to the next. And all without any environmental impact.

You will want       in your e-mail inbox every Monday - Friday morning.

Pleasanton Weekly.com offers 24/7 coverage of everything local:
 

 
members on Town Square

Call (925) 600-0840 to learn about  
advertising options in Express.
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Individuals
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan  Allen ..........................**
Ron & Kathy Anderson ........................... 200
Geoff Southworth & Jill Anderson........... 100
Steve & Cris Annen ................................. 100
Mark & Amy Arola ................................... 250
Andrew Bailey & Lauren Purcell ........... 1000
Rick & Dawn Barraza .............................. 250
John & Bonnie Batty ................................ 250
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Beanland ................... 200
The Belchick & Clausen Families ........... 200
Chris & Glenda Beratlis........................... 500
Mr. & Mrs. Bielby .........................................**
Jan & Jeb Bing ........................................ 200
John & Mary Bjorkholm ........................... 100
Rob & Jane Blyther ................................. 100
Jim Brice & Carole Peterson .......................**
Bert & Dee Brook .................................... 200
Ryan Brown & Julie Harryman................ 100
Rod, Christina, Alyssa & Danielle 

Browning .......................................... 100
Gerry & Barbara Brunken ....................... 100
Kevin & Martha Buck ..................................**
The Buna-Silva Family ................................50
Frank & Muriel Capilla .................................**
Lee & Clare Carlson ....................................**
Mrs. Terry Messick-Cass & Mr. Barry 

Cass ............................................... 100
Miguel & Julie Castillo .................................**
Mike & Diana Champlin .......................... 500

Teddy & Bunny Chang ............................ 100
Gina Channell-Allen ....................................**
The Chase Family ........................................**
The Christensen Family...............................**
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Ciccarello ............... 1500
John & Gretchen Clatworthy .......................**
Pauline Coe .................................................**
Alan & Carol Cohen ................................ 250
Bob & Jean  Cole ........................................**
Chris & Linda Coleman ........................... 200
Joe & Sue Compton ................................ 100
Cheryl Cook-Kallio & John Kallio ............ 100
Stuart & Cheryl Craig .............................. 250
Dave Cryer ..................................................50
Isabel Curry .................................................**
The Damiani Family ................................. 100
Barbara Daniels ...........................................**
The Darrin Family .......................................50
The David Family ..................................... 100
Randall & Elizabeth Davidson ................ 500
Susan Davis ............................................. 200
Ed & Kathy Deenihan ..................................**
Richard & Judith DelTredici .......................50
Ms. Alice Desrosiers ............................... 100
Alice Desrosiers....................................... 100
Sean & Joy Doyle .......................................50
Mike & Suzanne Dutra ...............................50
Paul & Lorraine Ebright ...............................**
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Emberton ......................25
Wayne & Anne Emery .................................**

Since the launch of the 2009 Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund, a total of 
$273,264 has been raised.

HOLIDAY FUND

EMILY WEST

Axis Community Health is stocked full of resources, as it is a provider of medical and mental health 
services for the under-insured and uninsured in the Tri-Valley. 

Contributions to the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund Will be increased 
through a unique partnership of the 2009 Tri-Valley Regional Initiative and 
administered by the Tri-Valley Community Foundation. For every $1 contrib-
uted, $5 will go to families in Pleasanton and the Tri-Valley who are in need 
of some of life’s basic necessities. No administrative costs will be deducted 
from the gifts, which are tax-deductible as permitted by law.

For more information, call us at 600-0840 or email editor@pleasanton-
weekly.com.

As we launch our 2009-10 Holiday Fund campaign, we want to express 
that we have a unique opportunity this year to provide assistance to some 
of the poorest families in the Tri-Valley through the 2009 Tri-Valley Regional 
Initiative, a collaborative economic recovery initiative sponsored through 
the Tri-Valley Community Foundation, the Tri-Valley Business Council and 
Alameda County Supervisor Scott Haggerty. A quadruple match is possible 
through federal stimulus funds designated for temporary assistance to needy 
families, including a strong employment development component. The 
matched funds will be used to identify and evaluate the needs of families 
hardest hit by the economic downturn and help them directly with housing, 
job training, medical care and other basic necessities. 

We feel that in this time of economic crisis, it is imperative that we take 
advantage of the opportunity to receive federal funds to assist the largest 
number of families and individuals in our community. 

In addition to a wider base of needy recipients, the Weekly’s campaign 
will continue to provide grants to Pleasanton and Tri-Valley nonprofit 
organizations that provide “wrap around” services for families, including 
Axis Community Health, Open Heart Kitchen and Tri-Valley Haven. This 
year, these groups will benefit more than ever by the 4-to-1 match of your 
contribution to help them provide necessary services to families in need.

Name of Donor  ________________________________________________________

Street Address _________________________________________________________

City _______________________________  State ________  Zip ________________

I wish to designate my contribution as follows:

❑ In my name as shown above 

OR

❑ In honor of:  ❑ In memory of:  ❑ As a gift for: ___________________________
 (Name of person)
❑ Business or organization: __________________________________________________

❑ I wish to contribute anonymously.  ❑ Don’t publish the amount of my contribution.

Please make checks payable to Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund
Enclose this coupon and send to: The Holiday Fund, Pleasanton Weekly

5506 Sunol Blvd, Suite 100, Pleasanton, CA 94566

Credit card donations will be accepted by calling the 
Tri-Valley Community Foundation at 734-9965.

The Tri-Valley Community Foundation is located at 5674 Stoneridge Dr., Ste. 112, Pleasanton, CA 94588. 
More information about the Foundation can be obtained by contacting the organization at the above ad-
dress, by calling its President David Rice at (925) 734-9965 or through its website: www.tvcfoundation.org. 
The Pleasanton Weekly will make every effort to publish donor names for donations received before Dec. 
31, 2009, unless the donor checks the anonymous box. All donations will be acknowledged by mail.

How to give2009

Your gift will help needy families

Weekly
Pleasanton

PRINT & ONLINE

The Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund
The Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund was created to provide financial support from 

our readers for a select group of people in need to lend a helping hand, despite our 
community’s prosperity. This marks the seventh year of the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday 
Fund. It provides us an opportunity to aid local families at a time when the numbers of 
those without such basic necessities as food, shelter and medical care have increased 
in this economic downturn. 

The Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund drive could not exist without the help of the Tri-
Valley Community Foundation and its generous donors. We have a unique opportunity 
this year that will allow the Holiday Fund to offer a 4-to-1 match, meaning every $1 
you give will equal a $5 donation. This will provide assistance to some of the poorest 
families in the Tri-Valley area through the 2009 Tri-Valley Regional Initiative, sponsored 
through TVCF, the Tri-Valley Business Council and Alameda County Supervisor 
Scott Haggerty. An added benefit: Neither the Pleasanton Weekly nor the Tri-Valley 
Community Foundation will take any fees or expenses for administering the fund. 

We appreciate your support of the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund and these 
worthy recipients.

Holiday Fund donors
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George & Jeanne Emmett ..........................**
Ms. Joan Evans ..........................................25
Jim, Sue, Joe & Matt Falls ..........................**
Wes & Jean Felton .................................. 250
Michael & Katherine Ferreira .....................50
John & Julie Finegan ............................... 300
Nicole, Ana & Michael Fong ................... 200
Alan & Cleo Foster ......................................**
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Fredette ........................**
Harold & Gena Gatlin ..................................**
Mr. & Mrs. Francis Geasa ....................... 200
Andrew & Xiaopei Gelb ..............................**
Doug & Robin Giffin ................................ 100
The Gilpin Family ..................................... 250
Kathleen Glancy .........................................50
Tom & Debby Glassanos ............................**
Roy & D’Aun Goble ................................. 100
Frank & Connie Gouveia ............................25
Diane Green ................................................**
Michael & Deborah Grossman ...................**
Carol Guarnaccia .................................... 100
Shaun & Jennifer Haggmark ......................**
Hank & Corrine Hansen .......................... 100
Ms. Bernice Hansen....................................**
Bob & Betsy Harris .................................. 400
Roger & Brenda Harris................................**
Tim & Sharyn Henshaw ..............................**
Janice Hermann ...................................... 150
Jourdin Hermann ..................................... 150
Paul & Ann Hill .............................................**
Sarah Hollister ......................................... 100
Garrett & Angela Holmes ........................ 100
Charles & Kay Huff ......................................**
The Hughes Family ................................. 200
Bill & Cathy James .................................. 100
Bill & Dodge Jamieson ........................... 100
Steve & Bobby Jensen ........................... 500
Rudy & Marge Johnson .......................... 100
Ms. Jean P. Jones ................................... 100
Frank & Amy Jones .....................................**
Robert V. Juniper ........................................50
Gina Kaiper ..................................................**
Don & Jean Kallenberg ...............................**
The Kantor Family .......................................**
Dick & Peggy Karn.................................. 100
Jim & Elaine Keysor ................................ 250
Dorothy Kilpatrick ........................................**
Betty Kirvan ............................................. 100
Jim & Pat Kohen ...................................... 100
George & Mary Kozloski .............................**
Brad & Jessica LaLuzerne ..................... 500
Keith, Michelle & Christopher Lam ......... 200
Gary & Mary Lazarotti .................................**
Blaise & Amy Lofland .............................. 250
Cameron & Jill Lorentz ................................**
Llyod & Kathie Lortz ....................................**
Walt Lupeika ............................................ 100
Earl & Dorothy Maddox ........................... 100
Mr. & Mrs. A. Malatesta ........................... 100
Srikant, Christina, Ashley & Thomas  

Mantha ....................................................30
Ron & Staci Marchand ................................**
The Markel Ohana ................................... 250
Doug & Raeia Marshall ........................... 100
Mrs. Violet Masini .......................................50
Pete & June Mason .....................................**
Ken & Barbara McDonald ..........................**
Robert Horton & Cathy Medich .............. 100
Evan & Debra Miller ....................................**
Rodger, Laura & Stephanie Miller .............50
Phil & Doris Mitchell ................................ 100
Mr. & Mrs. John Moffat ................................**
Frank & Teresa Morgan ...............................**
Ruth Morlock............................................ 100
Tom & Patrice Morrow ............................. 200
Miyoshi Narasaki ........................................25
Jeff & Kathy Narum ................................. 100
Fred & Cathe Norman ............................. 100
Greg & Janet O’Connor ..............................**
The O’Farrell Family ....................................**
Mr. & Mrs. John O’Neill ...............................**
Clint & Tina Onderbeke ..............................**

Mr. & Mrs. Daryn Oxe ............................. 100
Norman & Joyce Pacheco ..........................**
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Paris .....................................**
The Pearce Family ................................... 100
Mrs. Anne Pearson .....................................50
Joe & JoAnn Pennisi ...................................**
Bob & Orley Philcox ................................ 500
Tom & Patty Powers ....................................**
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Purves ................................**
Marc & Becky Randall ............................ 500
The Reeves Family .....................................50
George, Susan & Karen Reid ................. 100
Mike & Lori Rice ...................................... 250
The Richwood Family .............................. 100
The Ristow Family .......................................**
Bob & Judy Robichaud .......................... 100
Ron & Carol Russo .....................................25
Bill & Pat Ruvalcaba ................................ 300
Douglas & Mary Safreno ......................... 100
Mr. & Mrs. Samel .........................................**
John & Sheila Sanches ...............................**
Owen & Rebecca Saupe ............................**
The Sborov Family .......................................**
Rose M. Schoop .........................................25
Tim & Belinda Schultz ............................. 100
Peter Schulze...............................................**
Chris & Cecile Seams .................................**
Howard & Emilie Seebach .........................50
Dr. & Mrs. Gerald Severin ....................... 100
John & Barbara Severini ......................... 500
Sonal & Ajay Shah .......................................**
Steve & Bonnie Shamblin ....................... 100
Ron & Lonnie Shaw ................................. 100
Larry & Carol Shaw .....................................**
T.H. & S. J. Shen ...................................... 100
John & Jackie Shurtleff ........................... 100
Joe & Sue Silva ...........................................**
Richard & Corrie Simon ..............................**
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Spangler .................... 100
Mike & Kerry Jo Stephan ........................ 100
John & Kay Stewart .....................................**
Nancy Storch ...............................................**
Jack & Carol Sum.................................... 100
Robert & Carole Sygiel............................ 100
The Jeffrey Family .......................................**
Shel & Vivian Thorson ............................. 100
Jim & Debbie Tracy .....................................**
Mike & Lillian Tsai .................................... 100
Mark & Kathy Tucker ...................................**
The Ulrich Family .........................................**
Carlo & Geraldine Vecchiarelli ................ 100
Glenn & Janet Wenig .............................. 100
Walter & Martha Wensel ......................... 100
Mr. Stephen V. Wickersham ........................**
Mr. Horace Robert Williams .................... 500
Ralph & Pat Williams ..................................50
Kristen Winslow ...........................................**
Craig & Karen Wissman ..............................**
George & Carol Withers .......................... 100
The Yamamoto Family .................................**
Steve & Becky Yeffa ................................ 100
Esther Yu, Kaelan Song & Eric Song ..... 130
The Zong Family ...................................... 100

As A Gift for
Tricia Martin — Love, Sparklie, Herbie, 

Zephyer and Kimmy! ..............................**
V & A Johnstone ..........................................**
From: Friends of Joan ............................. 100
Garrett Cesaretti ..........................................**
Steven Cesaretti ..........................................**
Bertie Wilson ................................................**
Jill Lindross ..................................................**
Dave & Kris Snyder & Ross & Sheri Kapp 

from Jim & Diane Brittain ........................**
Jim & Diane Brittain & Dave & Kris Snyder 

from Ross & Sheri Kapp .........................**
The Franceses, Otvoses & Malatestas from 

The Schussels .........................................**
Adrian & Bernie Wong from Alex & Kit 

Wong ........................................................**
Ross & Sheri Kapp & Jim & Diane Brittain 

from Dave & Kris Snyder ........................**

Frank & Ann Lordman ............................. 100

In Honor of
Grandmas Adeline & Eva ....................... 100
Daggett Children & Grandchildren ............**
Auntie Junk & Uncle Stevie from The Silcox 

Family ......................................................50
The Staff of Pleasanton Nursing & Rehab 

Center from Leslie Rutledge ...................**
Karissa, Chelsea, Sarah, Dashell & 

Desmond .................................................**
Our Military from The Gualandri Family ...100
Jana Grant from Steve & Jori Grant ....... 100
Bobbie Jensen, Capt. Callippe Niners .. 100
Rev. Paul Henshaw & Rev. Kim Risedorph 

from Rev. Gary & Debbi Grundman .......**
The Staff of Lynewood United Methodist 

Church, Diana, Cindie, Donna, Carlene,    
Michelle & George from Rev. Gary & 
Debbi Grundman ....................................**

Barb, Kevin, Michael & David Brooks from 
Dan & Lou ............................................ 250

My Grandchildren from Doris A. Slater ......**
Our Military from The Cederquist Family ...**

Businesses and Organizations
Accusplit / Pedometer Wellness Team ... 200
AST POS ......................................................**
Bay Valley Medical Group ..........................**
Brown & Cold, An Accountancy 

Corporation ..............................................**
California Self Defense Consultants ....... 200
Charla’s Pampered Pets ............................50
DeBernardi Development Construction & 

Remodeling ..............................................**
Dublin Tool & Manufacturing .................. 100
Extensions Physical Therapy ......................**
Garcia Door & Window ...............................**
Hacienda Bunco Group .............................60
Hometown GMAC Real Estate ...................**
Isberg Nott Company..................................**
Karen E. Morliengo, LMFT .........................75
Landmark Lending ......................................**
Lipman Insurance Administrators, Inc. ..1000
Livermore Amador Valley LPA ................ 100
Livermore Lions Club .............................. 300
M. Block & Sons / Patrick McMullen ..........**
Mathnasium .................................................**
Mission Pipe & Cigar Shop ..................... 150
Pleasanton Fairways Ladies Golf Club .. 300
Pleasanton Pet Sitting ................................50
Ponderosa Homes .......................................**
Stan Angelov ...............................................**
Sycamore Heights Bunco Babes ...............**
Susan Sparber, CMT ...................................**
Tahara Detox & Weightloss Center ............**
Tri-Valley YMCA ...........................................**
Vagaro.com .................................................**
Wednesday Tennis Gals .............................**

In Memory of
Our Mom Lora from Dmitriy & Lada 

Kosarikov .................................................**
Gene Rega .................................................25
Gam & Papa Abbott from The Casey 

Family ...................................................**
Laura Maya ..................................................**
Nicholas Daniel Lesser ...............................**
Verna Mae Silva from Steve & Kathy 

McNichols .......................................... 1000
Tony Paradiso & Gene Paradiso from 

Dorene Paradiso-Carroll ..........................**
Dan Gabor from Ann gabor .................... 125
Linda Scherschel  ......................................50
Doris T. Walberg from Todd & Brenda 

Walberg ................................................ 100
Rob Meierding ......................................... 100
Aldo Macor ..................................................**
Gene Strom, Keith Strom & William Kolb 

from Carol (Kolb) Strom ..........................**
Mary Erickson from Al Copher ..................50
Althea McGill from The Grimes Family .......**

Matt Rybicki & Michael Conner from Jerry & 
Josine Pentin........................................ 100

Tom & Karen Elsnab from Nancy T. 
Elsnab ............................................... **

Clifford Cowan from Mrs. Nancy Cowan....**
Lindsey Jones .............................................**
Nick Del Boccio ...........................................**
Rick Aguiar from Nancy Aguiar Fargis ......**
In Loving Memory of Brian Melin from 

Patricia Melin ....................................... 100
John A. Mavridis from Mr. & Mrs. Ted 

Mavridis ....................................................**
Teddy & Arthur Adams ........................... 100
Our Grandparents from The Grimes 

Family ...................................................**
Liz Ray from Alex & Emily Corbishley ........**
Marilyn Bowe from James Bowe ...............50
Ed Kinney, George Spiliotopolous, Hank 

Gomez, Ralph Romero & Roger Dabney 
from Ken Mercer .................................. 400

John Silva ................................................. 100
Hilda Gutierrez from Martin & Amory 

Gutierrez ..................................................**
Lola Palladino .......................................... 100
Bill & Ann Brown ..........................................**
Bob Williams ................................................**
Jim Snodgrass .............................................**
Norma Holway from Joe & Janice Biggs ...**
Beverly Oberg from Ed & Holly Heuer .......**
Grampa Ray & Grampa Tom from Jeff, 

Annie & Kevin ..........................................**
Don Foreman ........................................... 100
Marie Petrone from Jim & Kate Anderson .**
Susan Dawson from Mark & Janet 

Mullaney ........................................... 150
Dick Waldron from Mrs. Virginia Waldron ..**
Karl K. Witze ............................................ 500
Betty Patrick from Chuck & Joan Brown ....**
Stan Kallo from Blake & Suzanne 

Heitzman .......................................... 300
Jackie Barnett .............................................25
Roger Dabney from Mrs. Marty Zarcone ...**
Sarah Lees from Mr. & Mrs. Donald 

Person ..................................................**
Michael & June Carboni from Richard & 

Nancy Shockley ................................... 100
Bob, David & Jodi Armknecht ................ 150
Anthony Prima from Daniel & Teresa Morley 

& Family ...................................................**
Marge Schaefer & Skip Mohatt from Tom & 

Barb Treto ................................................**
May, Harold & Mike Consedine from The 

Hamm Family ....................................... 100
Dave Chestnut from Tim & Teri Bush .........**
Kyle O’Connor from The Dadrass Family ..**
MaryAnn Butler, Gil & Juanita Haugen & 

Brent Lovell from The Bob Group ...........**
Kittie, Edward & Margie Turnbull ................**
Gerald Grater Love from Laurie Woods 150
Mary May .....................................................**
Fred Elling ....................................................**
Dorothy Gordon ...........................................**
Floyd Bueno from Gil & Gretchen 

Zaballos ........................................... 100
Bonnie Zenter .......................................... 100
Allan Hillman, Randy & Margie Warner.. 100
Hank Gomez from Frank, Debra & 

Dorothy ............................................ 125
Ernie Bridges from The Bridges Family .....**
Laura Mayo from Don & Nancy Shelton ....**
Grandpa Dot from The Reedy Family ........**
Howard Hill from Sally Hill ...........................**
David DeBernardi from Connie 

DeBernardi ....................................... 150
Mary DeBernardi from Connie 

DeBernardi ........................................... 150
Joe Hatfield from Helen Hatfield.................**
Jeffrey J. Alves from Ed & Dorlene 

Alves ................................................ 100
Ernest Alverson from Bill & Janis 

Alverson ...............................................**

**The asterisk designates that the donor did not want to publish the amount of the gift.

HOLIDAY FUND
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ON THE 
TOWN

EEEE 

AMERICAN
Eddie Papa’s American 
Hangout
4889 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
469-6266. Winner of The Pleasanton 
Weekly’s Reader Choice Awards for 
“Best  American Food Restaurant” 
and “Best Meal under $20”, Eddie 
Papa’s American Hangout celebrates 
the regional food and beverage 
cultures of America. Bring the whole 
family to enjoy iconic dishes from 
across the United States, Old World 
Hospitality, and hand crafted artisan 
cocktails. www.eddiepapas.com

BARBECUE
Red Smoke Grill
4501 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
734-0307. Home of the Tri Tip and 
Blue, Red Smoke Grill was Voted 
Reader’s Choice Best 2006, 2007, 
2008. Dine in or take out rotisserie 
chicken, ribs, prawns, salads and tri 
tip, or pulled pork sandwiches. Relax 
with a beer or a bottle of wine. Visit 
www.redsmokegrill.com. 

BREWPUB/ALEHOUSE
The Hop Yard American 
Alehouse and Grill 
3015H Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
426-9600. Voted Best Watering Hole 
in Pleasanton, The Hop Yard offers 
30 craft beers on tap as well as great 
food. The full-service menu includes 
appetizers, salads and grilled fare that 
will bring you back time and again. 
Banquet facilities available. On the 
web at www.hopyard.com.

470 Market Place, San Ramon, 
277-9600. Featuring a giant 8-foot 
projection screen for major sporting 
events, they also feature 30 beers on 
tap and a great grill. Go in for the 
beer, go back for the food. More at 
www.hopyard.com.

ITALIAN
Pastas Trattoria
405 Main St., Pleasanton, 417-2222. 
Pastas Trattoria has been an elegant 
atmosphere and a one-of-a-kind 
menu. We feature steaks, seafood 
and our famous pasta, plus a superb 
selection of spirits and fine wines. 
Reserve our banquet facilities for 
large parties, up to 70 guests. 

To have your restaurant 

listed in this dining 

directory, please call 

the Pleasanton Weekly 

Advertising Department 

at (925) 600-0840

Weekly
Pleasanton

PRINT & ONLINE

    Crab Bisque or Clam Chowder
  Mixed greens with bay shrimp in a 

               vinaigrette dressing

 
Rotini Pasta with Praws in Whiskey Sauce ........$21.95

Crusted Alaskan Halibit with Potatoes 
   in a Chardonay Sauce  .........................................$23.95

Roasted Half-Duck with Peppercorn Sauce  ....$23.95

Prime Rib 14oz with au jus Sauce  ......................$25.95

Rack of Lamb with Rosemary & Brandy sauce  $29.95

Filet Mignon and Lobster tail combo  ................$35.95

925.862.0821 

Come Party with us New Year’s Eve
Thursday, Dec. 31    8pm - 1am 

No Cover Charge  Featuring Toucan Jam!

CLOSED CHRISTMAS
SAT 12/26 & 1/2 8-12pm - DJ BALTAZAR

FRI 1/8 8-12pm - CALIFORNIA COWBOYS

SAT 1/9 8-12pm - STIFF KICKS

LIVE MUSIC & DANCING 
Every Friday & Saturday Night at The Farmer!

At The Historic Pleasanton Hotel

Something to crow about!

NEW Karaoke 
Night with Ed!

Wednesdays
8 p.m.

New Year’s Eve Party
NO COVER CHARGE

• DJ Baltazar (Formerly with Movin 99.7)

• Carving Station serving Prime Rib & Fresh Roasted Turkey 
  open from 9pm

• Dining Room open 11am to 9pm – Serving Regular Dining 
  Menu Along With SPECIALS of Roasted Prime Rib & Fresh Fish

Dining · Tavern · Dancing · Banquets · Weddings

925.399.6690
855 Main Street, Downtown Pleasanton ★ www.thefarmerrestaurant.com

New Year’s Day Brunch–Bloody Mary & Omelette Bar...starts at 10am

Chinese Szechuan
R E S T A U R A N T

Szechuan & Mandarin
Cuisine

LUNCH SPECIAL
OVER 50 ITEMS

STARTING AT 
$ 6.25!!

Since 1987

SERVED WITH SOUP, SALAD, EGG 
ROLL, FRIED WON TON & RICE 

(BROWN RICE AVAILABLE)

BANQUET ROOM AVAILABLE   •   CLOSED ON MONDAYS

3059 Hopyard Road #G Pleasanton (in Hopyard Village) 

620 MAIN STREET, PLEASANTON, CA 

846-4222

6:30am-2:30pm  

House of Omelettes

Deans
Cafe

Offer must be presented at time of purchase. Consumer must pay applicable sales taxes. © 2009 
Togo’s Franchised Eateries LLC. All rights reserved. We reserve the right to limit the use of certifi cates 

to one per person, per promotion. Any suspected misuse will result in immediate removal from 
future WorkPlace® Media programs. Not valid with any other offer. No cash value. Does not 

include gratuity. Distribution of this product is exclusive to WorkPlace® Media only. 
Certificate is void if altered, defaced, copied, transferred or sold through any 

on-line auction. Any misuse or theft of this product will result in 
legal prosecution. Expires 1/  7/ 10

3120 SANTA RITA ROAD PLEASANTON, CA 94566
925-846-8646

5556 SPRINGDALE AVE. PLEASANTON, CA 94588
925-463-3090

Buy a Large Sandwich, Chips and Drink 
and Get a Free Regular Size Cold Sandwich

Offer available at these location(s) only: 

2009

310 Main Street
Pleasanton, California

www.staceyscafe.com

For Reservations: 925-461-3113

“A fun place to eat”
Downtown Pleasanton’s  
Favorite Local Eatery!

Join Stacey’s 
Wine Club
For information:
winewithstacey@
staceyscafe.com

VOTED 
BEST COSMO 

by Diablo 
Magazine
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Auditions
AUDITIONS FOR OPERA CHORUS 
Auditions for the Livermore Valley 
Opera production of Die Fledermaus 
are from 7:30 to 9 p.m. Jan. 5 at the 
Bothwell Performing Arts Center, 
2466 8th St., Livermore. Contact 
Pat Goard, Chorus Coordinator, at 
goardp@att.net. 

YOUTH MUSIC FESTIVAL AUDITIONS 
Vocal and instrumental auditions, 
for ages 18 and under, are from 
6 to 9 p.m. Jan. 13 and 14 at the 
Amador Theater, 1155 Santa Rita 
Road. Audition to participate 
in a themed production called 
“Unique”. If chosen, youth may be 
asked to perform in pre-existing 

musical acts. Placement in show 
not guaranteed; rock bands not 
included in festival. Appointments 
required. Call 931-3433. 

Classes
BASIC YOGA CLASS Beth Fox 
instructs this yoga class that meets 
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Mondays 
at Lynnewood United Methodist 
Church, 4444 Black Ave. No pre-
vious yoga experience necessary. 
Limited class supplies available. Fees 
are $12 for drop-in or $10 for pre-
paid series. Inquire about seniors or 
students rates. Call 200-4060. 

WINTER ART WORKSHOP This work-
shop, from 9 a.m. to noon Dec. 28 

at the Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 
8th St., Livermore, will combine 
drawing and clay activities to pro-
mote artistic study in two and three 
dimensions. On Dec. 29, there will 
be a Winter Watercolor Workshop 
2. Call 484-0126 or visit www.
pleasantonart.com. 

Exhibits
FIGURATIVE WORK BY BARBARA 
STANTON Figurative work by 
Barbara Stanton will be featured 
at the Wild Vine, 2187 First St., 
Livermore from Dec. 10 to 31. 
Most drawings and paintings 
are drawn from life at the Figure 
Drawing Workshop on Friday 
mornings at the Bothwell Center. 

HEAVENLY VISTAS This exhibit fea-
tures photography with encaustic 
wax painting and encaustic land-
scape paintings from contemporary 
California artists Thea Schrack and 
Paula Wenzl Bellacera. It is open 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Fridays and 
Saturdays through Dec. 26 at Deer 
Ridge Vineyards, 1828 Wetmore 
Road, Livermore. Call 866-561-0838. 

Lectures/
Workshops
INTERIOR DESIGN WORKSHOP Ethan 
Allen hosts a free workshop on 
tackling home design challenges 
from 10 a.m. to noon Jan. 16 at 
4230 Rosewood Dr. RSVP by Jan. 
14 to 734-6675. 

350 Main Street (facing Angela St.)
Downtown Pleasanton

(925) 484-9646

HOURS: Sun–Thurs 11am–10pm 
Fri & Sat 11am–11pm

Makes a Great Holiday Gift!

$1.00 OFF
With Purchase of $5.00 or More

Must present coupon. Cannot be combined 
with any other offer. 1 coupon per person. 

Expires 12-31-09

FREE MEMBERSHIP 
CARD

  on every purchase at yogofina. 

824 Main Street, Pleasanton, CA 94566
925.249.9448

Come and experience the newest attraction in downtown 
Pleasanton. Enjoy the authentic Vietnamese cuisine and 
let us bring you our unique fl avor.

We specialize in:

GRAND OPENING

Offer expires 1/10/10. 
Not to be combined with any 

other coupon or offer.

20% OFF

2009

Early Dinner Special
(Served from 4-6 daily)

Any Large Two-Topping Pizza and a Pitcher of Soda for only $25.00 (plus Tax)
(Additional Toppings Available)

Dine-In Only

3037-G Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton (At Valley Ave in Hopyard Village)

925-485-4500
www.LaViteRestaurant.com

“THE EUPHORIA OF FINE ITALIAN FOOD.”

Rodney Strong 
Winemakers Dinner

$35 per person
Please call for reservations

Best Italian 
Restaurant!

2009
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JOB SEARCH FROM A TO Z Tri-Valley 
One-Stop Career Center in part-
nership with Dublin Library will 
present a workshop on job search 
basics in today’s difficult job mar-
ket in the Dublin Library Program 
Room, 200 Civic Plaza. The free 
workshop is from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 
Jan. 14. Call 803-7286. 

Miscellaneous
FOOD PANTRY AT VALLEY BIBLE 
CHURCH The Food Pantry at Valley 
Bible Church, 7106 Johnson Drive, 
will be closed New Years Eve, but 
will be open Dec. 27. Call 426-2492. 

On Stage
JUNGLE BOOK The State Street 
Ballet melds the familiar storyline 
with exciting dance movement 
and special effects, giving the 
tale a modern and unique twist. 
Performances are at 7:30 p.m. Jan 
8 and 9, and at 11 a.m. Jan. 9 at 
the Amador Theater, 1155 Santa 
Rita Road. Tickets are $18-$35 
for adults and $10-$25 for chil-
dren and seniors. Dry Good food 

donations to benefit The Haven 
Food Pantry will be collected in the 
lobby. Call 931-3444 or visit www.
civicartstickets.org. 

Scholarships
AMERICAN LEGION SCHOLARSHIP 
PROGRAM The American Legion 
Pleasanton Post 237 hosts a high 
school oratorical scholarship pro-
gram. The Constitutional speech con-
test will take place at 1 p.m. Jan. 23 
at the Veterans Memorial Building, 
301 Main St. The prizes are $250 for 
first place, $150 for second place 
and $75 for third place. The first 
place winner advances to the district 
contest in Pacifica and that winner 
advances to the finals in Modesto. 
Entry deadline is at 5 p.m. Jan. 15. 
Contact Norman Houghton at 846-
8725 or norm4064@email.com with 
name, school, age, phone and email. 

Seniors
PEDDLER SHOPPE AT THE PLEASANTON 
SENIOR CENTER The Peddler Shoppe 
in the lobby of the Pleasanton Senior 
Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. and is where 

talented local senior artisans sell their 
wares. All items are handmade. The 
Shoppe is staffed by volunteers and is 
open to the public from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Monday through Friday, from 6 
to 8:30 p.m. Thursday evenings, and 
from 9 a.m. to noon on the second 
Saturday monthly. 

Sports
KICK FOR A CURE The Amador Boys 
Soccer will hold the first Kick for 
the Cure game against Richmond to 
promote breast cancer awareness. It 
will be from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Jan. 
2 at Amador Valley High School, 
1155 Santa Rita Road. ValleyCare 
will be on hand to provide breast 
cancer information to the public. 
Admission is free but donations 
for the Ryan Comer Library will be 
accepted. Match times are 11 a.m. 
and 1 p.m. Call 484-3851. 

PLEASANTON BOYS U-9 LACROSSE 
Pleasanton Lacrosse Club is looking 
for new and experienced U-9 players 
for the 2010 spring season. Learn to 
play the fastest sport on two feet. 
Equipment rental available. Email 
Mark at mdcranney@gmail.com. 

ON THE TOWN ● CALENDAR

 D O W N T O W N 
  P L E A S A N T O N

405 Main Street  (925) 417-2222
Reservations Accepted

2 FOR $55 • Happy Hour Daily • Sat & Sun Brunch

New Year’s Eve reservations still available

Before  

   ringing in the new year

have dinner at  

              Pastas Trattoria

WWW.INDIAGARDENCUISINE.COM

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

With this coupon only. 
Cannot combine offers. 
Must present coupon. 

* Entrees only.
Expires 1/31/10

RESTAURANT & BAR

TO GO FOOD • DINE-IN • CATERING

(925) 485-4800

LUNCH BUFFET 11 AM - 3 PM  (MON-FRI) • FINE DINING 5 PM - 10 PM

With this coupon only. 
Cannot combine offers. 
Must present coupon. 

Expires 1/31/10
With this coupon only. 
Must present coupon. 

Expires 1/31/10

INDIA GARDEN

Absinthe infused Lobster Salad  
   with Truffled Mache and Parmesan Crisps

Fisherman’s Wharf Lobster and Crab 
Bisque or Ceasar Salad

Colorado Lamb Chops 
Garlic Crusted Slow Roasted  

Midwest Prime Rib 
Alaskan Halibut with Wild Mushrooms

 

2009

Join us New Year’s Eve as Eddie Papa’s 
turns into a Prohibition Speakeasy

Flappers, Zoot Suits, and Music from the Roaring 20’s

4-COURSE MEAL

Cranberry Orange Creme Brulee  
   or Baked Alaskan Chocolate Cake

1st Seating 5 - 8pm $45 
2nd Seating 8:30 - 10pm $69

(Dancing, Noise Makers, Champagne)

START A NEW TRADITION 

Downtown Pleasanton — 349 Main St
925-600-9177

www.coldstonecreamery.com

Enhance your holiday with 
Cold Stone ice cream  

cakes and pies.
Candy Cane Wonderland™

Candy Cane ice cream with 
chocolate shavings, devil’s  

food cake & ganache

$3off
any cake

For a  
limited time get

(excluding petite cakes)
Expires 12-31-09

2009



Payne named to NCAA team
 Brigham Young University fresh-
man and former Foothill High School 
grad Carlee Payne was  chosen to be 
named to the 2009 NCAA Division I 
All-Pacific Region Teams by the Na-
tional Soccer Coaches Association of 
America, the university announced.
 Payne was among four BYU play-
ers chosen out of all Pacific Region 
conferences to be included with 33 
other top athletes. She was named to 
the All-Region second team. She fin-
ished the season as an integral part of 
the Cougar offense, leading the team 
with 13 goals and 56 shots.

SPORTS DIGEST
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Parent photographers
Send a jpeg to Editor@PleasantonWeekly.com of the best action shot 
from our child’s game for consideration for our Sports page. Remember 
to include caption information: who, what, when, where—and the score.Sports

Rage Rowdies clinch first place 
The Rage U-12 Flight Rowdies took first place in the Sunset tournament recently. The Rowdies first took on the San Ramon Dynamite by a score of 5-0. The 

scoring started on a goal from Gaby Cabrera, and was followed up by a pair of goals each from Aly Isaacs and Sammy Lai. The second game was against a very 
tough squad from Fremont. Aly Isaacs provided a goal in the first half, and the Rowdies wore them down in the 2nd half with a pair of goals from Erin Overland 
to cap off a 3-0 victory.

The Rowdies returned the next day, rolling to a 3-1 victory, highlighted by goals from Haley Isaacs, Emma Himsl and Erin Overland.
The championship game against the Mustang Cosmos was a hard fought, back and forth battle that saw the Rowdies come away with a 1-0 victory. The 

lone goal came in the first half, when a beautifully placed corner kick from Aly Isaacs produced a header from Nicole Wilson that found the back of the net. 
From that point, the game went back and forth, as the Mustang offense was held scoreless thanks to the defensive efforts of Jessica Granucci, Bridget Moe and 
Taylor Cruz, who had the difficult task of stopping a very speedy front line for the Mustang team. Paige Ryback had an outstanding tournament in the net, only 
giving up a single goal over all four games. 

Foothill grad 
swimming big at BU

Foothill High School graduate 
Amanda Schmitz was recently named 
Boston Universi-
ty’s Student-Ath-
lete of the Week.

Schmitz, who 
is a 2008 alum, is 
now a sophomore 
at BU and was 
cited as playing 
a big role in the 
school’s weekend 
triumph at the annual Terrier Invita-
tional, setting three school records.

She opened the weekend with a 
record-setting performance in the 500 
free — breaking a 21-year-old record 
with a time of 4:56.34. A day later, 
Schmitz continued her tear with a vic-
tory in the 400 IM (4:20.31) — reset-
ting the school mark, which was previ-
ously set by Lidija Breznikar in 2006. 
On the third and final day, Schmitz 
capped off her weekend with a school-
record swim in the 200 fly (2:01.56). 

In addition to her athletic accom-
plishments, Schmitz maintains a 
3.75 GPA.

Seahawks turn in 
winning swims, earning 
third in Junior Olympics  

The chilly weather didnít hold back the swim-
mers as the Pleasanton Seahawks hosted the Pa-
cific Swimming Winter Junior Olympics (JO) at 
the Dolores Bengtson Aquatic Center Dec. 4-6. 
One thousand swimmers competed with over 
100 teams traveling from as far away as Oregon, 
Nevada and Monterey, CA. The Seahawks turned 
in many winning swims earning the team third 
place overall. New records and many new cuts 
were achieved.  

New Team Records: Rachel Knowles 11-12 
girls — 200 fly, 400 IM. New Pacific Reportable 
Times: 11-12 girls — Maggie Kauffeld — 1000 
free, Katie Woods — 500 free, 100 fly, 11-12 boys 
— Maxime Rooney — 50 back, 200 back, 100 
fly, 13-14 boys — Kevin McLaughlin 200 breast. 
New Far Western Cuts: 11-12 girls — Analisa 
Parker — 100 back, 11-12 boys: Regis Lachance - 
50/100/200 free, Jon Ong — 50 back, RJ Scott — 
500 free, 13-14 boys — Kevin McLaughlin — 100 
back, 400 IM.

Lifetime best: Eva Chung, Hannah Folmar, 

Maggie Kauffeld, Rachel Knowles, Analisa 
Parker, Lillian Sun, Katie Woods, Alex Gilchrist, 
Regis Lachance, Jon Ong, Kyle Oslund, Maxime 
Rooney, RJ Scott, Kevin McLaughlin, Samantha 
Howell.

New sectional times: 13/14 boys — Nick John-
ston, Chris Dourov.

13/14 boys relay placed in top three.
In addition to hosting a first-class meet, with 

the assistance of the local fire department, the 
Seahawks collected toys for the Toys for Tots 
program at the JO meet.

Heat win Junior Olympic Cross Country 
National Championship

The Heat cross country team, head quartered in Pleasanton, won the youth boys divi-
sion at the Junior Olympic National Championships held in Reno Dec. 12-13. The Heat 
had its first five runners finish in the top 40 places and showed great depth by having ten 
runners in the top 70 spots. 

Connor McCarthy, who earned All American honors by placing 10th overall, led the 
team. Also earning All American status were Caton Avilla (17th place) and Aidan Goltra 
(21st place). Gabe Arias-Sheridan (27th place) and Nolan Petersen (38th place) rounded 
out the scoring spots. The Equalizers, an all-star team from Southern California, finished 
second. 

Jacob Schlachte, Brynn Sargent, Tim O’Shea, Adler Faulkner, and Sean Aylward all fig-
ured in the scoring. 

In addition to the national championship win for the youth boys, The Heat also placed 
third in the under 12 boys division. Peter Schlachte led the way with his 16th place finish, 
earning All American Honors. Helping put the team on the podium were Michael Dunne, 
Kahale Warring, Ben Zaeske and Daniel Tang. The Heat had another seven individuals earn 
All American status, a new team record and one of the best overall team performances at 
the national championship meet. Julia Bounds was second in the Bantam (under 10) girls 
division. In the Bantam Boys division The Heat had three All Americans: Tim Falls (sev-
enth), Alex Sokol (16th) and Sam Reynolds (23rd). Sophie Hartley continued her string of 
All American finishes by placing 12th in the Youth Girls division. In the intermediate girls 
division (ages 15 -16), Natalie Dimits earned All American honors with her 19th place fin-
ish. In the intermediate boys division, Parker Deuel led the way with a 14th place finish. 
This was his eighth All American award making him one of the most decorated runners in 
team history.



TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS GO TO FOGSTER.COM

fogster.com THE TRI-VALLEY’S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE
Fogster.com offers FREE* postings online and the opportunity for your ad to appear in print to more than 80,000 readers. 
You can log on to fogster.com 24/7, and your online ad starts immediately.

*Some ads require payment. Home Services and Mind & Body ads require contact with the customer service representative at 925-600-0840, Ext. 122.*Some ads require payment. Home Services and Mind & Body ads require contact with the customer service representative at 925-600-0840, Ext. 122.

BULLETIN
BOARD

115 Announcements
GAIN NATIONAL EXPOSURE 

Reach over 5 million young, active, edu-
cated readers for only $995 by 

advertising in 110 weekly newspapers 
like this one. Call Jason at 202-289-

8484. (AAN CAN)
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 

ADOPTION? Talk with caring agency 
specializing in matching 

Birthmothers with Families nationwide. 
LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7 

Abby’s One True Gift Adoptions 
866-413-6293 (AAN CAN)

50-150 pounds Over Weight? 
Wanted: 20 adults for diet and execise 
program exclusively for the obese. Call 

to see if you qualify. 925-457-4587.
Fibromyalgia Pain Stress Mgmt
If You Give A Mouse a Cookie
Livermore Lioness Club seeks new
Rent A Santa, Santa Visits
Santa Visits, Hire Santa
Stress and Pain Mgmt Strategies

130 Classes & 
Instruction

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! 
Fast, Affordable & Accredited 

FREE Brochure. Call NOW! 
1-800-532-6546 Ext. 97 http://www.
continentalacademy.com (AAN CAN)

133 Music Lessons
Freeman (Piano Lessons) 

Pleasanton (510)352-0546 MA
HARP LESSONS FOR ALL AGES 

Try Something New! 
Call Bennetta Heaton 

(925) 820-1169 
- located in Danville -
PIANO LESSONS 

Piano Lessons in Pleasanton. 
Call Courtney (925)600-1573

135 Group Activities
6 Week Meditation Class
Potty Trained X-Mas Shih Tzu Pup

155 Pets

Beautiful Black Cat 
Sweet 5 year old female, medium 

length hair, all shots, spayed. Loves 
the outdoors but needs a home where 
she can be indoor with people again 

as well. Please help - she is VERY sad 
and lonely living only outside now and 

desperately needs a nice family to love. 
(925) 699-1094.

Free female cat for Christmas

FOR SALE

SOLD

201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts
2 new STRUTS for 86-91 Honda Accord 
& Prelude - $65 for 2

Car Attachment for pulling  
93-02 Saturn - $189

202 Vehicles Wanted
Donate Vehicle 

Receive $1000 GroceryCoupons, 
Your Choice. Noah’s Arc, No Kill 

Animal Shelters. Advanced Veterinary 
Treatments. Free Towing, IRS Tax 

Deduction. Non-Runners. 1-866-912-
GIVE. (Cal-SCAN)

Donate Your Car 
Children’s Cancer Fund! Help Save 
A Child’s Life Through Research & 

Support! Free Vacation Package. Fast, 
Easy & Tax Deductible. Call 1-800-252-

0615. (Cal-SCAN)

203 Bicycles
2004 Schwinn Stingray Bike - $200
2009 Specialized Mountain Bike - $1285

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques
Antique - Mahogany End Table - $85.00
Antique Oak Wash Stand - $125.00
Royal Doulton figurine - $35

220 Computers/
Electronics

 FAX MACHINE - GESTETNER - F919 - 
$200 or B/

240 Furnishings/
Household items
3 piece kitchen carving set - $10
DINING ROOM TABLE - $ 500.00
Entertainment Cabinet - $75.00
Rolling Chair - $30

Vaccum Kirby 
The Ultimate G series Kirby 

Vaccum, with accessories, car-
pet shampoo system. Very good 

condition.P:925/683.6063
WOOD BOXES - $60.00

245 Miscellaneous
DISH TV 

Free Installation - $19.99/mo. HBO & 
Showtime FREE - Over 50 HD Channels 
FREE! Lowest Prices - No Equipment to 
Buy! Call for Details 1-877-887-6145. 

(Cal-SCAN)
Get Dish -FREE 

Installation $19.99/mo 
HBO & Showtime FREE-Over 50 HD 
Channels FREE Lowest Prices No 
Equipment to Buy! Call Now for full 
Details- 877-887-6144 (AAN CAN)

2 Nice Ikea trash bins - $4 each
Cottage Style Decorating - $16.95
Gifts to Inspire - $5.50
Non-stick stove top grill - $20
Organizer - $6
Power washer on wheels - $850.00
RED WORMS FOR COMPOSTING - $25.00
Staging The Home For Fall - $14.99

260 Sports & 
Exercise Equipment
Razor scooter - $100.00

KID STUFF

330 Child Care 
Offered
Au Pairs / Great Childcare
Vet Checked X-Mas Shih Tzu pups

345 Tutoring/
Lessons
English Tutor - $30 hourly
French Tutor - $30 hourly

Math & Chemistry Tutoring 
Retired Scientist enjoying  

TUTORING High School & College 
STUDENTS in algebra, geometry, 

pre-calculus & chemistry. 
 CALL DOUG @ 925-858-5842

Math Tutoring 
High School math and English tutor-
ing: Alg., Geo., Pre-Calc., English. 
Strive for academic success. Ret. 

teacher, Cal. credential.  
925-462-3807

355 Items for Sale
Adjustable booster &step - $6
Rescue Heroes 60+ Piece Set

EMPLOYMENT

550 Business 
Opportunities

All Cash Vending 
Be Your Own Boss! Your Own Local 

Vending Route. Includes 25 Machines 
and Candy for $9,995. MultiVend LLC, 

1-888-625-2405. (Cal-SCAN)

560 Employment 
Information

$$$HELP WANTED$$$ 
Extra Income! Assembling CD cases 

from Home! No Experience Necessary! 
Call our Live Operators Now! 1-800-
405-7619 EXT 2450 http://www.
easywork-greatpay.com (AAN CAN)

Able to Travel? 
Over 18? Earn Above Average $$$ 

with Fun Successful Business Group! 
No Experience Necessary. 2wks Paid 

Training. Lodging, Transportation 
Provided. 1-877-646-5050. (Cal-SCAN)

Computer Work 
Work from anywhere 24/7. Up to 
$1,500 Part Time to $7,500/mo. 
Full Time. Training provided. www.

KTPGlobal.com or call 1-800-330-8446. 
(Cal-SCAN)
Drivers 

Need a Career? We’ll trainyou to Drive 
our Trucks. North American Trucking 

Company looking to Hire inexperienced 
drivers. Call Now to Apply. 1-866-881-

1538. (Cal-SCAN)
Heavy Equipment Training 

Learn to operate bulldozer, backhoe, 
loader, motor grader, excavator. Job 
placement assistance. Call 888-210-
4534. Northern California College of 

Construction. www.HEAVY4.com promo-
code: NCPA1. (Cal-SCAN)

Petroleum Supply 
Keep the Army National Guard’s 

Watercraft, Aircraft, Trucks & Tanks roll-
ing! Expand skills through paid career 
training. Part-time work. Full-time ben-
efits. www.NationalGuard.com/careers 

or 1-800-GO-GUARD. (Cal-SCAN)

MYSTERY SHOPPER 
This growing, dynamic organization 
offers a competitive compensation 
package. Apply for this great posi-

tion today! Get back to:
genesisgroupsservice@hotmail.com 
genesisgroupsservice@gmail.com 

Respercfully 
HR MANAGER 

http://genesisgroups.web.officelive.
com

Part Time Job Offer  
As part of our expansion 

program,NorthWest Resources LLC is 
in need of people to work as part time 
account managers,payment and sales 
representatives,it pays a minimum of 

$3000 a month plus benefits and takes 
only little of your time.Please contact us 
for more details...Requirements -Should 

be a computer Literate.2-3 hours 
access to the internet weekly.Must be 
Honest and Loyal.Must be Efficient and 

Dedicated.If you are interested and 
need more information,Contact John H 

Churchill,Email :  
nwestresourcesllc@gmail.com

BUSINESS
SERVICES

624 Financial
Tax Relief! 

Do You Owe Over $15,000 in BACK 
TAXES? Need to Settle State, Business, 

Payroll Tax Problems, Eliminate 
Penalties, Interest Charges, Wage 

Garnishments, Tax Liens! Call American 
Tax Relief 1-800-496-9891. FREE, 

Confidential, No obligation, consulta-
tion. (Cal-SCAN)

645 Office/Home 
Business Services

Classified Advertising 
In 240 Cal-SCAN newspapers for 

the best reach, coverage, and price. 
25-words $550. Reach 6 million 

Californians! FREE email brochure. Call 
(916) 288-6019. www.Cal-SCAN.com 

(Cal-SCAN)
Display Advertising 

In 140 Cal-SDAN newspapers state-
wide for $1,550! Reach over 3 million 
Californians! FREE email brochure. Call 
(916) 288-6019. www.Cal-SDAN.com 

(Cal-SCAN)
News Release? 

Cost-efficient service. The California 
Press Release Service has 500 current 

daily, weekly and college newspaper 
contacts in California. FREE email 

brochure. Call (916) 288-6010. www.
CaliforniaPressReleaseService.com 

(Cal-SCAN)

HOME 
SERVICES

715 Cleaning 
Services

Jacobs Green Cleaning 
General household cleaning 
SF, Marin, South & East bay 

$25.00 off with mention of ad  
510-303-8954 

726 Decor & Drapery
Changing Spaces 

ReDesign,Staging & Color Consults 
4 any budget. jillldenton.com 

925.998.7747

741 Flooring/
Carpeting

Cal Floors-Hardwood Floors 
SAVE BIG on ALL our flooring services.
For a QUICK QUOTE call 415-706-7199 

or call925-954-5012

751 General 
Contracting

Calhoun Construction 
Full Service General Contractor: 

Specializing in small jobs! Remodels 
of kitchens, baths. Additions, Custom 

Sheds, electrical work plumbing, 
tile,trim carpentry , window and door 

installation. Low overhead -very compet-
itive rates. 925-330-0965 Lic #899014

759 Hauling
Hauling & Cleanup

Service 
Residential/Commercial*Yard & Garage 

Clean-Up,DumpRuns 
Appl & Furn , construction demo remov-
al. Low Rates/Free Est925-899-5655 

771 Painting/
Wallpaper

*JOE’SPAINTING & HANDYMAN*� 
Free Est. / Reasonable Prices 

No Job Too Small!!! 
925-200-7333 Lic#624542

801 Apartments/
Condos/Studios
Pleasanton, 1 BR/1 BA - $865
Pleasanton, 1 BR/1 BA - $1250.00
San Ramon, 1 BR/1 BA - $1200

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms

ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES.COM 
Browse hundreds of online listings with 
photos and maps. Find your roommate 
with a click of the mouse! Visit: http://

www.Roommates.com. (AAN CAN) 
 Pleasanton , 1 BR/1 BA - $750.00

825 Homes/Condos 
for Sale
Livermore, 4 BR/3 BA - $705000

850 Acreage/Lots/
Storage

Land Foreclosures 
20 acres near growing El Paso, Texas. 
No Credit Checks/Owner Financing. $0 
Down, Take over $159/mo. payment. 
Was $16,900, NOW $12,856. 800-

755-8953 www.TexasLandForeclosures.
net (Cal-SCAN)

REAL ESTATE

No phone 
 number in the ad?  

GO TO 
fogster.com  

for contact
information

No phone 
 number in the ad?  

GO TO 
fogster.com  

for contact
information

Real Estate
Mike Fracisco
REALTOR

® 
DRE#01378428

Fracisco Realty & Investments
Residential, Commercial  
& Property Management

direct: 925-998-8131
www.MikeFracisco.com

INVESTMENT 
REAL ESTATE 

COMPANY
Mike Carey, Broker 
925.963.0569 Cell

John DeMarinis
Realtor
925.984.1867
510.681.3215 cell
jdemarinis@windermere.com
www.JohnDemarinis.com

Pleasanton  Weekly
Marketplace

General Contracting

For Market Place Ads 
Contact Karen 

(925) 600-0840 x122
kklein@pleasantonweekly.com

A-Z Complete 

Handyman Service
Carpentry (incl. Crown Moldings) 
Electrical Repairs & Installations

Security Lighting • Drywall

925.989.6179 / 510.733.5582
www.a-zcompletehomerepairs.net
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The #1 Resale Team in Pleasanton and Ruby Hill

Fran & Dave 
Cunningham
925-202-6898

DRE License #01226296 & 00930892

Donna 
Garrison

925-980-0273
DRE License #01735040

Johnson-Abarta
925-989-6844
DRE License #01361703

Susan 
Schall

925-397-4244
DRE License #01713497

Call us if you are thinking about moving. 
NOW is the time to prepare for the Spring market.

KW Broker DRE License #01395362

As the end of the year draws 
near, we count our blessings and 

we thank you for your support. 
We wish you and your family 

the best of holiday happiness 
and success in the New Year! 

Happy holidays from
The Fabulous Properties Team 

Real Estate
OPEN HOME GUIDE AND REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

HOME SALES

Source: California REsource

This week’s data represents homes sold during 
November 2009

Pleasanton
3351 Arbor Drive M. & C. Borgatta to D. 
Mcallister for $700,000
5511 Calico Lane Nagengast Trust to J. Park for 
$998,500
5521 Calico Lane Indymac Mortgage to R. Huo 
for $995,000
33 Castledown Road P. & D. Cornish to Mantor 
Trust for $1,300,000
7035 Corte Del Mar Eguina Trust to Q. Zhou for 
$658,000
5967 Corte Espada V. Mangahas to Y. & D. 
Lalwani for $625,000
4144 Georgis Place A. Wills to S. Lee for 
$435,000
859 Gray Fox Circle Howe Trust to Collinson 
Trust for $1,275,000
1806 Harms Drive T. & S. Lee to A. Billings for 
$375,000
3327 Hartwell Court Y. Zhang to Y. Gao for 
$716,000

1615 Holly Circle L. Chen to T. Lin for $497,500
2775 Huff Drive Anand Trust to S. & B. Khunti 
for $825,000
3970 Kern Court D. & K. Wafler to S. 
Chandrasekaran for $610,000
6728 Melody Court Watt Trust to W. Xu for 
$501,000
6740 Melody Court B. & C. Lee to S. Fung for 
$540,000
750 Mirador Court Bickley Trust to C. Wolford 
for $670,000
3302 Rosada Court S. & J. Seshadri to M. 
Nourbakhsh for $385,000
5721 San Antonio Street M. & F. Shaghafi to G. 
Shaghafi for $460,000
5783 San Carlos Way Smith Trust to T. Rowland 
for $645,000
1735 Terra Court Henry Trust to P. Ganesh for 
$2,650,000
546 Touriga Court M. & E. Wheeler to Z. Tang 
for $735,000
4153 Walnut Drive J. Mederos to B. & D. 
Chatham for $875,000

OPEN HOMES THIS WEEKEND

Dublin
5 BEDROOMS

8019 Brittany Drive  $899,000
Sun 1-4  Keller Williams 260-2508

To list your open home here 
please contact Trina Cannon 

at 600-0840 ext. 130 or e-mail 
openhomes@pleasantonweekly.com
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