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Downtown Pleasanton
55 West Angela #105
925-484-1993
www.thrivingink.com

Cash or Merchandise Trade Credit for men’s & women’s
CLEAN HIGH-QUALITY jeans.   We need:

Seven-for-All-Mankind, True Religion,
Rock & Republic, Rast and Joes!

Thriving Ink Tees
Independent Brands

Jewelry Art Accessories

money?Will you take off your pants for money?

“Skull Rose” byfeatured artist,Andhika Rasyid

“Skull Rose” byfeatured artist,Andhika Rasyid

“Dead Geisha” by

featured artist,

Palehorse
“Dead Geisha” by

featured artist,

Palehorse

Join us tonight - Oct. 30, 6 til 9-ish

“Beer & Boo”
snacks & beer  from “The Hopyard”

Wear a costume to enter a drawing for a $100 TI&Co gift card
Snacks and drinks for the little gobblins, too, so bring the fam!

Be your own artists with our SPIN-ART machine!

Our custom-ink shirt
printer system is back.
Show it some love with

your custom shirt desires
and we’ll give you 20% off!

(Some restrictions may apply)

BREAKING-NEWS!

(exp. 10-31-09)

50% off
Selected

“SCARY” Styles
(exp. 10-31-09)

NEW CLIENT WALK-IN SPECIAL

Shampoo, Cut & Style $35
Tues. & Wed. 10 - 2pm
Thurs. & Sat. 10 - 4pm 

50% OFF all Nail Services 
Tues. & Thurs. 10 - 2pm

148 Ray Street, Suites E & F • Pleasanton
Call today 925.846.3777

Touch of Elegance Hair Salon

* Subject to Participating Stylist Availability *

Relax in a peaceful retreat in downtown Pleasanton.

988-0188
915 Main Street, Ste. C
Pleasanton
(next to Gimanelli’s Deli) 

Walk-ins welcome 
Open 10am-10pm everyday

Grand Opening
Massage Special

$50 
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The colorful festivities of last 
Saturday’s trail dedication 
honoring the late Marilyn 

Kane had their somber—at times, 
even tearful—moments as Jim 
Kane talked about his wife’s ef-
forts to preserve the open space 
in the city’s new Bernal Com-
munity Park. More than 70 of us 
were there to thank Kane and his 
children for their gift of $650,000 
from the Kane family trust for the 
1.1-mile paved trail along the Ar-
royo de la Laguna where Marilyn 
often walked before cancer took 
her life in November 2006. There 
to join in the dedication were 
sons Bruce and Tom and daugh-
ter Lisa Kane Walsh and their 
spouses and some of their chil-
dren. In his remarks, Kane told 
of Lisa coming to him on behalf 
of the three to suggest using the 
inheritance for a park as a fitting 
memorial for their mother.

A bicyclist as well as a frequent 
walker, Marilyn knew all of the 
pathways in Pleasanton since 
1952 when the Kanes moved 
here. She loved the outdoors, 
the views of the ridgeland and 
the reasonably gentle topography 
that makes Pleasanton a place 
where people of all ages can eas-
ily walk. They both enjoyed the 
open space along Bernal Avenue 
and I-680, which she called her 
“field of dreams.” Owned by the 
Spring Valley Water Company, 
Jim Kane said the site’s numerous 
water wells provided water to a 
number of Bay Area communi-
ties, including San Francisco. 
But after San Francisco built the 
Hetch Hetchy reservoir, it also 
acquired Spring Valley and, along 
with land around Sunol and the 
Alameda Creek all the way to the 
Calaveras Reservoir, the 510-acre 
unincorporated Bernal property at 
the Pleasanton city limits.

Kane said that with the rapid 
growth of Pleasanton in the late 
1970s and 1980s, it didn’t take 
long for someone in San Fran-
cisco to realize they had a “gold 
mine” in Pleasanton, a superb 
piece of flatland with great views 
and good freeway access. The first 
of several housing development 
proposals followed, starting with 
more than 3,000, then reduced to 
2,600 and then fewer. After being 
rebuffed repeatedly by the Pleas-
anton City Council, San Fran-
cisco finally accepted a deal with 
Greenbriar Homes buying the 
Bernal property for $126 million 

and giving 318 acres to the city of 
Pleasanton, land to be used only 
for public purposes. He recalled 
how he and his wife had con-
gratulated the City Council for 
resisting the mass-housing plans 
that San Francisco had advanced, 
which Kane said would have 
brought a Daly City look to Ber-
nal. But their efforts to preserve 
the new public lands in Bernal 
for open space were still threat-
ened as the council set up a task 
force to determine how it should 
be used. The Kanes watched as 
solicited ideas poured in, includ-
ing using the land for a cemetery, 
for churches, for a 4-H working 
animal farm, for senior and af-
fordable apartments and even for 
a performing arts center.
 About this time, Kane told us, 
he and Marilyn took a trip to 
the Northwest and she insisted 
on stopping for a day at Lithia 
Park in Ashland, Ore., which had 
gained national recognition as a 
scenic preserve and public park. 
It was the concept of maintain-
ing the natural beauty and open 
space of the area that encouraged 
three Ashland women in 1910 to 
create Lithia Park. Why not the 
same for Pleasanton’s Bernal Park, 
she thought. Buying books, maps 
and photos, she came home on 
a mission to make that happen. 
With a sandwich board strapped 
on her shoulders, Marilyn Kane 
went to meetings and walked up 
and down Main Street to gain 
support. Two years ago, Pleas-
anton voters adopted a plan ad-
vanced by the City Council that 
will preserve all or most of the 
318-acre Bernal site into as an 
uncluttered open preserve of pub-
lic gardens, meadows, waterways, 
wildlife and trails accessible to all 
ages. Thanks to Jim Kane and his 
sons and daughter, the new Mari-
lyn Kane Trail is a start. 

AROUND  
PLEASANTON

BY JEB BING

A trailblazer 
preserves  
a park

About the Cover
Terry Gorton and dog Tigerlily, along with the headless man Halloween decora-
tion, sit on the steps of their recently renovated historical home. Done on a bud-
get in a matter of months, Gorton said much of her outlook on life was given a 
transformation as well. Photo by Emily West.

Vol. X, Number 42

GRAHAM-HITCH
MORTUARY

Dignified Care  
& Compassionate Service 

Since 1891

Advance Planning 
Made Easy

Call Deanna for a FREE 
 consultation. In-home 

visits available.

4167 First Street, Pleasanton

925-846-5624
Crematory Privately Owned  

& Operated
FD#429

Paid Advertisement

Food Allergies?
Food allergies, particularly in children, are clearly on the rise. 
According to Dr. Hugh Sampson, a food allergy specialist at Mt. 
Sinai School of Medicine in N.Y. “We are certain that in the future 
the number of food allergies are going to increase.” 

Many food allergies are classified as “hidden” allergies due to the 
fact that an individual may be consuming a food, often times on a 
daily basis that they have no idea they are allergic to. Frequently, 
symptoms such as stomach aches, irritable bowel syndrome, acid 
reflux, indigestion, heartburn and bloating are directly related to 
food allergies. 

Additionally, conditions such as migraine headaches, chronic 
sinusitis, post nasal drip, rashes, eczema, chronic fatigue, ADD/
ADHD, mood swings and difficulty losing weight in many cases 
can be caused by food allergies. 

Fortunately, a new, advanced method of allergy elimination is now 
available in the United States. Developed over a ten year period in 
Australia, a new technology called Advanced Allergy Therapeutics 
(AAT) is giving new hope to millions of allergy sufferers. 

Not everyone reacts to certain foods. For those who do, their 
immune system is reacting to a harmless substance. In other 
words, an allergy is an error that causes the immune system to 
respond inappropriately. Rather than treat the allergy with shots 
or medications, AAT is a non-invasive, needle free, drug free, all 
natural treatment that eliminates the allergy altogether. AAT is 
safe and effective for people of all ages including infants. 

AAT is also equally effective in treating airborne allergens such as 
pollens, grasses, weeds, trees, molds, dust and dust mites as well 
as pet allergens, chemical sensitivities and physical contactants. 

AAT is now available in Pleasanton at Allergy Relief Centers 
located near Stoneridge Mall. For a limited time, Allergy Relief 
Centers is offering the initial consultation and complete testing 
session, normally a fee of $125, for only $25 to anyone who 
would like to eliminate their food allergies. A limited number of 
appointments are available, so call 925-468-0110 today for your 
appointment. 

Now Accepting New Patients

Oral Sedation Certified 
Dentistry. Creating a calm, 

safe, welcoming experience!

Children & Adults Custom Orthodontics
Full Service Dentistry in one GREAT office!

CRAIG C SJOBERG BS DDS 
& ASSOCIATES 

AMADOR DENTAL & ORTHODONTIC 

 5000 Pleasanton Ave Suite 110 Pleasanton

GOING    
STRAIGHT
   at Dr. Sjoberg’s
        

CALL 
FOR 

DETAILS

 is an update from the  

Pleasanton Weekly delivered  

via e-mail Monday through Friday.

 provides the perfect  

quick-read digest of local news and  

events in Pleasanton. And all  

without any environmental impact.

You will want         in your  

e-mail inbox.

Pleasanton Weekly.com offers  

24/7 coverage of everything local:

 
 

   reviews
 

members on Town Square

Fresh news  
delivered directly  
to your mailbox  

Monday  

through Friday

Call (925) 600-0840 to 
learn about advertising 

options in Express.

Sign up to 
receive Express at 

PleasantonWeekly.com

Pleasanton’s  

top stories & hot picks

Pleasanton

Weekly.com
Pleasanton

Jeb Bing

Mayor Jennifer Hosterman and Jim 
Kane share one of his humorous com-
ments.



Streetwise
ASKED AT STONERIDGE MALL 

What was your favorite Halloween 
costume?
 

Amanda Everett
Server

When my mom dressed me up like a pump-
kin. I wore a big suit that was a pumpkin 
with the hat with a stem on it. It was fun, 
and I got a lot of compliments. I was prob-
ably about 3. 
 

Elissa McConnell
Student

I can’t really think of a favorite from before, 
but the things from the movie “Where the 
Wild Things Are” would be a good one this 
year — the wild things. I guess you would 
have to buy it. I don’t know how you’d 
make that. 

Beatriz Riley
Grandmother

The jester. I made it for my son. I got up early 
to see if I could find fabric. I was very lucky 
and found the perfect red, black and white 
checker pattern. I made the hat with the bells, 
the vest and the stick they carry, and he wore 
black jeans. The only thing we had trouble 
with was the shoes, so I sewed fabric into his 
tennis shoes. I’ll always remember it. 

Ray Cunanan
Engineer

My favorite one was two years ago. I was 
Santa Claus. People said, “You can’t be 
Santa Claus,” and I said, “It’s Halloween. 
I can be whatever I want.” I wrapped little 
candies and gave them as presents, and I 
wrapped coal and gave it to people who 
were messing with me. I went around saying 
“Ho! Ho! Ho! Merry Halloween!”

Stefan Rabrenovich
Student

I remember as a kid I loved being Batman, 
just because I loved Batman. I only had 
white shoes, so I wore the whole store-
bought costume — mask, cape, everything 
— and white shoes. 
 

Have a Streetwise question? E-mail editor@PleasantonWeekly.com
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www.lawrencevolvo.com

Get All of This Plus More Great Offers from Volvo!

Purchase or Lease Any New 2009 Volvo by August 31st, 
2009 and enjoy a worry-free ownership experience with the

BEST-IN-CLASS COVERAGE PLAN FROM VOLVO
5 YEARS 60,000 MILE WARRANTY 
5 YEARS FACTORY SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE 
5 YEARS WEAR & TEAR COVERAGE 

For more details visit www.volvocars.us/safeandsound

Purchase or Lease ANY New 2009 or 2010 Volvo by January 4, 
2010 and enjoy a worry-free ownership experience with the

 miles, whichever comes fi rst. Certain limitations apply. Roadside Assistance 



Newsfront
Deadly dog virus 
on the rise
 The East Bay SPCA and Oak-
land Animal Services have seen 
an increased number of dogs and 
puppies with highly contagious 
and potentially fatal canine parvo 
virus coming into the shelters. 
The virus is said to be preventable. 
Learn more at www.eastbayspca.
org or call 510-569-0702.

Operation SAM drive 
canceled
 Due to unforeseen circum-
stances, the “Remembering our 
Heroes Winter-Holiday Drive,” 
sponsored by Operation: S.A.M. 
(Supporting All Military), from 
10 to 5 p.m. Nov. 7 at the Pleas-
anton Wal-Mart, has been can-
celed. Donations can be made at 
Will Store Storage, 4959 South 
Front Road, Livermore, or for 
drop off locations, visit www.op-
erationsam.org or call 443-7620. 

Academy nominations 
due soon
 Congressman Jerry McNerney 
(D-Pleasanton) seeks nomina-
tions for high school students to 
attend a service academy. Every 
year, students are appointed to 
the U.S. Military, Naval, Mer-
chant Marine and Air Force 
academies. Nominations are due 
Nov. 2. For details, call 209-476-
8552 or visit his website at www.
mcnerney.house.gov. 

Burnin’ up the Floor
 The Pleasanton Cultural Arts 
Foundation will hold “Burnin’ 
up the Floor: Benefiting the Fire-
house Arts Center” at 7 p.m. 
Nov. 7 at the Veterans Memorial 
Building, 301 Main St. The event 
features live big band and swing 
music from The CoolTones, 
dancing, light refreshments and a 
no-host bar. Tickets are $25 and 
must be purchased in advance. 
Call 846-1007 or visit www.
pleasantonartsfoundation.org.

Poetry, fashion 
go blue
 In light of budget cuts and the 
cancellation of major fundrais-
ers including the Falcon Royale, 
Foothill High School parent Terri 
Maxoutopoulis coordinated the 
True Blue Poetry Contest and 
Fashion Festival. At 2 p.m. Nov. 
8 at the school, students will 
showcase their poetry, fashion 
and food, and Faz restaurant will 
cater. Tickets are $20, which will 
support school programs. For 
more information, call 366-7956.

Corrections
 The caption accompanying 
“‘Ragtime’ Revelry” (Oct. 23, 
Living, Page 11) should have 
identified the car as a Model A.

DIGEST
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Oldest living Pleasanton 
man turns 105

Orville Nightingale blows candles out on birthday cakes 
at RidgeView Commons

BY JANET PELLETIER
 Every time Orville Nightingale celebrates 
his birthday, it brings a lot of fanfare — and 
it should. After all, this year he turned 105.
 Nightingale is the oldest living Pleasan-
ton man, a title he’s carried for quite a few 
years. 
 To celebrate his birthday, which was Sun-
day, his family organized a party last Friday 
at RidgeView Commons, where he lives. 

There, he was treated to birthday cards and 
cake; a visit from Livermore-Pleasanton fire-
fighters, fellow seniors and family members; 
and a performance by some members of the 
Amador Valley High School marching band.
 Nightingale sang along with the Rid-
geView resident piano player, who per-
formed “Give My Regards to Broadway,” 
which was the No. 1 song in 1904, his 

Veterans to hold 
13th annual 
celebration

Marines, others to collect 
Toys for Tots during event

 Thousands are expected to gather along Main 
Street Sunday to watch hundreds more march in 
the 13th Annual Tri-Valley Veterans Day Parade, 
and then join in the ceremony that follows at Vet-
erans Memorial Building.
 A “Toys for Tots” drive will be conducted dur-
ing the parade by the Marines and the Pleasanton 
P-Town Pushrod Car Club, with collection baskets 
along the parade route for those who can contrib-
ute to needy children.
 This year’s theme will be a tribute to those 
serving in the U.S. Marines called “The Devil 
Dogs,” according to David Ham of the VFW 
Pleasanton Post 6298. The parade will begin at 1 
p.m., with units forming on Old Bernal Avenue 
before marching north on Main Street.
 Leading the parade as grand marshal will be Sgt. 
Richard Pittman, who received the U.S. Congres-
sional Medal of honor for risking his life to disrupt 
an enemy attack on his unit in Vietnam, saving the 
lives of many of his wounded comrades.
 The parade will feature nearly 100 units, in-
cluding military, veterans and police color guards, 
making it the largest parade in Alameda County. In 
addition, military veteran units, military institutes, 
cadets, Scouts and even a Huey helicopter will pass 
in review.
 The review stand will be located in front of the 
Museum on Main, with Army Gen. Dan Helix and 
Marine Col. Chris Buescher serving as the official 
reviewing officers.
 The Veterans Day ceremony will start imme-
diately after the parade at the Veterans Memorial 
Building, with patriotic music to be provided by 
the Pleasanton Community Concert Band, under 
the direction of Bob Williams.
 The featured speakers will be Medal of Honor 
winner Pittman and Congressman Jerry McNerney 
(D-Pleasanton). Other speakers will include Mayors 
Jennifer Hosterman of Pleasanton and Marshall Ka-
mena of Livermore.
 Doug Miller, commander of VFW Post 6298, will 
offer the welcoming address, with Alameda County 
Supervisor Scott Haggerty reading a proclamation 
from the county Board of Supervisors.
 The annual event is sponsored by VFW Post 
6298 and Pleasanton’s American Legion Post 
237. 

—Jeb Bing

EMILY WEST

Paws to have Halloween fun
Cowboy Elijah Blockman reads with Cheryl Vangundy and her dog, Shadow, dressed as a 
pirate, for the Halloween-themed Paws to Read program at the Pleasanton Public Library.

 On Saturday, downtown Pleasanton will be host for the Fall Festival. From 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m., the Pleasanton Downtown Association event will include a dessert contest, spooky 
scavenger hunt, pumpkin carving contest, a scarecrow raffle and more. Other events include 
the CIFF Haunted House, “Tri-Valley High — Episodes of Terror,” Halloween Fun Night and 
Spooktacular Breakfast. For more information, visit www.pleasantonweekly.com. 

New Staples Ranch environmental report out today
 Document paves way for OK of multi-million-dollar projects in 2010

See NIGHTINGALE on Page 6

BY JEB BING
 A draft of a supplemental En-
vironmental Impact Report affect-
ing development on Staples Ranch 
has been completed and will be 
available for review by the public 
starting today at the Pleasanton 
Planning Department.
 The document was prepared in 
response to objections by the Cen-
ter for Biological Diversity and the 
Alameda Creek Alliance that the en-
vironmental study approved by the 
City Council earlier this year failed 
to take into account environmental 

concerns involving the extension 
of Stoneridge Drive through the 
Staples Ranch property, which the 
council also approved.
 Two months ago the two groups 
and the city reached an agreement 
to move forward with the supple-
mental EIR, which is expected to 
include mitigations for endangered 
species and wildlife on the 124-
acre unincorporated site.
 “This agreement gives habitat for 
native wildlife species a fair shake 
during the Staples project,” said 

Jeff Miller, a conservation advo-
cate with the Center for Biological 
Diversity. “We will be looking for 
stronger protection of the creek 
corridor next to the arroyos and 
adequate mitigations for wildlife 
impacts after the additional study 
and Pleasanton’s reconsideration of 
its approval of the development.”
 “This supplemental EIR analyzes 
four issue areas: traffic circulation, 
biological, noise and greenhouse 
gases,” explained Nelson Fialho, 
City Manager.

 The draft EIR, which will also 
be posted on the city’s website, is 
available for review and comment 
for the next 45 days. After that, city 
staff will prepare a final draft for 
review and consideration that will 
include relevant comments. That 
document will then be reviewed 
by both the Planning Commission 
and City Council with the expecta-
tion that the multi-million-dollar 
Staples Ranch project can move 

See STAPLES on Page 7

Daylight-
Saving Time

ends

Daylight-
Saving Time

2 a.m. Sunday 
ends

2 a.m. Sunday 
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Call today  

to reserve  

a seat!

2340 Santa Rita Road, Suite 10, Pleasanton, CA 94566

The Leader in Providing  
Educational Support to students  

in the Pleasanton Community

Our exclusive staff of PUSD teachers will provide students with 
additional time they need to review difficult concepts, prepare 

for tests, gain confidence and improve grades.

Math • Science • Spanish • Essay Writing

2009

Community Prep School

Access to
 Excellence

TUTORING FOR GRADES 6-12

Voted Pleasanton's Best Tutoring School

SAT Prep Session Dates
Nov. 9 - Dec. 3

(No classes 11/23-11/27)
Dec. 14 - Jan. 21

(No classes 12/21-1/1)
Feb. 15 - Mar. 11

WWW.AUTUMNGETTOGETHER.COM

HUGE EVENT FEATURING:

GATES OPEN: 
Saturday 8-5pm 
Sunday 8-4pm

CHECK ONLINE FOR MORE 
EVENT INFORMATION 
AND TICKETS

‘65 BUICK LE SABRE
SPONSORED BY

*NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. See OFFICIAL RULES at www.good-guys.com

NOV. 14 & 15, 2009
FAIRGROUNDS

PLEASANTON, CA

AUTUMN
GET-TOGETHER

T W E N T I E T H  A N N U A L

CARPET  •  HARDWOOD  •  LAMINATE  •  TILE • VINYL

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OR  Shop@Home  WWW.DIABLOFLOORING.COM

FREE ESTIMATES
(925) 426-RUGS (7847)

5600-D Sunol Blvd, Pleasanton, CA 94566

Diablo Flooring Inc. is here to bring the best possible pricing with the most beautiful and complete installation 
to the Bay Area. We are a small store which lets us give you the attention needed for a more professional 

experience. We cater to residential & commercial customers, designer, contractors, and developers.

DIABLO FLOORING, INC

License #898787

NOW 2 LOCATIONS!
(925) 988-WOOD (9663)

2009

Best Carpet Store
Best Flooring Store

birth year.
 “It just puts you in awe, and 
particularly because he is so sharp,” 
daughter Marilyn said of her cente-
narian father. “He started life in a 
horse and buggy, he was telling us, 
to go to school. He lived through 
all the different phases of the centu-
ry and the wars. It’s unbelievable.”
 Nightingale was born Oct. 25, 
1904 in Kansas City, Mo. and was one 
of the founding members of DeMolay 
International, which is a worldwide 
young men’s organization. 
 Over the past century, he’s 
rubbed shoulders with a number 
of notable people — he used to 
play cards with former President 
Harry Truman, danced with Ginger 
Rogers and has met Lucille Ball 
and Mary Pickford, according to 
Marilyn Nightingale. Truman and 
Rogers (who was known then as 
Virginia McMath) were both from 
Independence, Mo., where Night-
ingale grew up.
 Grandsons Shane and Ryan 
Burns, 24 and 22, said they’re 
grateful for their grandfather’s lon-
gevity.
 “It’s pretty exciting,” Shane Burns 
said. “He can tell stories from when 
he was my age. He remembers 
every detail, too.”

 “I feel pretty fortunate,” added 
Ryan Burns. “It’s just something 
you don’t get used to.”

 Nightingale moved to RidgeView 
in 1992 and was one of its first 
residents. 

DA’s office won’t seek death 
penalty against Scherer

Judge says trial against man suspected of parents’  
deaths will be held late spring or summer

BY JANET PELLETIER
 Alameda County Prosecutor 
David Stein told a judge that he 
won’t be seeking the death penalty 
for Ernest Scherer III, who is ac-
cused of brutally murdering his 
parents in their Castlewood Coun-
try Club home.
 Scherer, 31, has plead not guilty 
to charges that he killed his fa-
ther, Ernest Scherer Jr., 60, and 
mother, Charlene Abendroth, 57, 
in March 2008. He faces special 
circumstances — multiple murder 
and murder for financial gain. He 
was ordered to stand trial in August 
after testimony was given from a 
variety of witnesses.

 As Scherer sat alongside other 
suspects in custody last Friday at 
the Renee C. Davidson Courthouse 
in Oakland Friday, Judge Morris 
Jacobson said an end to the case 
would likely be two years from 
now.
 The judge, in speaking with 
Scherer’s public defender, Attorney 
Richard Foxall, said a trial would 
likely start next spring or summer.
 Scherer was arrested back in 
February and remains in custody 
on a no-bail warrant at Santa Rita 
Jail in Dublin. 
 During a preliminary hearing, 
witnesses painted Scherer as a pro-

fessional poker player living the 
high life on the Las Vegas gaming 
circuit, but in reality, said he was 
steeped in debt with a wife and 
young son at home in Southern 
California. Scherer’s grandfather 
Ernest Scherer Sr. testified that his 
grandson had yet to pay back a 
$600,000 loan from Scherer, Jr. for 
his home in Brea, Calif. and felt his 
parents favored his sister by finan-
cially providing for her. 
 Another witness said Scherer ap-
proached him about purchasing a 
gun in his name just days before 
Scherer’s parents were discovered 
dead in their home. 

JANET PELLETIER

Orville Nightingale is serenaded with the “Happy Birthday” song, as his grand-
son Ryan Burns, center, looks on. Nightingale turned 105 Sunday.

NIGHTINGALE
Continued from Page 5
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Discover private apartment living in 
Pleasanton with views of  the surround-

ing hills…Freedom from the time and ex-
pense of  housekeeping, home maintenance, 
menu planning, grocery shopping, cooking 
and clean-up…Neighbors and staff  who 
become friends before too long.

Discover assisted living and memory care 
services as comforting and energizing as your 
fi rst cup of  coffee in the morning. Call today to 
schedule a tour.

I AM A STICKLER FOR 
FRESHNESS. AND I FANCY 
MYSELF A PRETTY GOOD 
COOK. WHEN I FOUND 
THAT THE PARKVIEW 
OFFERS A MENU THAT 
HAS MORE THAN ONE 
ENTRÉE, FRESH FRUITS 
AND VEGETABLES AND 
CHANGES EVERY DAY 
—MY DECISION ON 
WHERE TO LIVE WAS EASY.

100 VALLEY AVENUE (FORMERLY JUNIPERO ST.) 
PLEASANTON

925-461-3042
WWW.ESKATON.ORG   MANAGED BY ESKATONLicense #015601283

Th e Perf ect Blend
THE INDEPENDENCE YOU WANT, THE ASSISTANCE YOU NEED.

Unretouched clinical photo taken 
while frowning before and 14 days 

after treatment with Botox® Cosmetic

Also Offering Botox® /
Restylane® Treatments

Dr. Moshe Lewis, MD
Dermatologist
925-846-5614

FREE CONSULTATION

New clients only
Pleasanton
374 St. Mary St.
925 846-5614

San Ramon
2701 Crow Canyon Blvd.
925 837-6400

Lose weight...and keep it off!

NEW Botox® Service

$75 OFF
Botox® Treatment 

plus Free Consultation to new clients only
Not valid with other offers.

Shauntrell lost weight on our 
program and you can too!

After

Before

Elegant and Relaxing
Personalized Professional  

Nail Care

Livermore location

BOLLINGER NAIL SALON LOCATIONS

Livermore (next to the Bankhead Theater)

2375 Railroad Ave . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (925) 455-6800

Pleasanton (across from Tully's Coffee)
310 Main Street Suite D . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (925) 484-4300 

www.Bollingernailsalon.com

Host a Party—For birthdays, bridal showers  
or friends who want to have a unique  
and fun get together, arrange a private  

party at Bollinger Nail Salon.

Park district reaches landmark 100,000 
acres with new purchase near Sunol

Board members approve acquisition of 1,156-acre 
Tyler Ranch property next to Pleasanton Ridge

The East Bay Regional Park Dis-
trict board formally approved the 
purchase of a new property Tues-
day next to the Pleasanton Ridge, 
which now brings the amount of 
land acquired by the district to over 
100,000 acres.

The milestone comes as the dis-
trict celebrates its 75th anniversary 
this year, forming in 1934. 

The new acquisition is 1,156 
acres and known as Tyler Ranch, 
located next to the Pleasanton 
Ridge Regional Park and Sunol. 
The property extends for nearly 
3.5 miles along Sunol Ridge, ris-
ing nearly 2,000 feet from Niles 
Canyon below. It consists of steep, 
heavily vegetated slopes, with open 
grasslands and rock outcrops on 
the ridge tops. “Tyler Ranch is a 
great addition to the district,” said 
park district board member Ayn 
Wieskamp, whose ward includes 
Pleasanton and Sunol. “Like our 
original parks of Tilden, Sibley, and 
Redwood, it preserves critical wild-
life habitat, retains the aesthetic 

quality of the region, and provides 
future recreational opportunities.”
 The property had been owned 
since the 1940s by the Tyler family. 
In 1997, the Tyler family sold 1,156 
acres of their ranch to the Priem 
Family Foundation for $5.2 million 
and the remaining 320 acres to the 
park district for $1.4 million, accord-
ing to district spokeswoman Shelly 
Lewis. The total sale price, $6.6 mil-
lion, was well below the ranch’s ap-
praised fair market value, she said.
 The purchase was made through 
support from the foundation, 
which is a private, tax-exempt or-
ganization created in part for the 
purpose of preserving open space 
in the greater East Bay. It agreed to 
hold the land for up to three years 
in order to allow the park district 
time to obtain funds, Lewis said. 
The foundation will sell the parcel 
to the park district for $3.4 million, 
saving the district $1.8 million.
 The park district has secured 
funding from various sources. A 
total of $1 million came through a 

grant from the Alameda County Al-
tamont Landfill Open Space Fund; 
$300,000 came through a grant 
from the California Department 
of Parks and Recreation Habitat 
Conservation Fund; and $10,000 
from the Frederick E. and Anne R. 
Barstow Fund, conveyed through 
the East Bay Community Founda-
tion. The balance of the funding 
will come from Measure WW, the 
open space bond issue approved 
by voters in 2008, and from in-
terest accrued from Measure AA, 
the original open space bonds ap-
proved back in 1988, Lewis said.
 With the acquisition of Tyler 
Ranch, the park district will com-
prise 65 public parklands totaling 
100,331 acres throughout Alameda 
and Contra Costa counties.
 The new parcel will be placed in 
land bank status pending cleanup, 
park planning, trail and signage 
work, and other measures before 
it is ready to open to the public, 
Lewis said. 

—Janet Pelletier

forward early next year.
The major developments with 

their plans already in place are:

which wants to build a new auto 
mall on its 37-acre portion of Staples, 
next to the junction of I-580 and 
El Charro Road, directly across El 
Charro from a 180-plus store outlet 
mall that Livermore has approved.

a 45-acre senior continuing care 

community to be developed by 
Continuing Life Communities 
(CLC), with up to 800 units for 
assisted living, skilled nursing and 
independent living residents.

rink facility to be built by San Jose 
Arena Management (SJAM), a subsid-
iary of the San Jose Sharks, with the 
facility to occupy about 10 acres of a 
17-acre public park that the Sharks 
would also develop for the city.
 Each of those developments will 
still need specific approvals of their 

site plans and subsequent building 
permits, which will require more 
discussions with city planners, the 
Planning Commission and finally 
again with the City Council.
 The Planning Commission has 
scheduled a special meeting for 7 
p.m. next Thursday in the council 
chambers to consider the bid by 
SJAM to build a 142,000-square-
foot, four-rink ice center on a 17-acre 
site on Staples. The project would in-
clude a restaurant and bar, pro shop 
for skaters and other amenities.  

STAPLES
Continued from Page 5

Town 
Square
Forum

READ MORE/COMMENT

Pitbull unleashed

‘ ’
I just want to bring to your 
attention and the Pleasanton 
community.
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Visions of Sugar Plums

____ Family Stroll, Nov 19, $10.00 per adult. 
____ Family Stroll, Nov 19, $5.00 per child.
____ Tinsel Tea, Nov 20, 10AM – Noon, ticket(s) $30 per person
____ Tinsel Tea, Nov 20, 10AM – Noon, table for 10 at $300
____ Tinsel Tea, Nov 20, 2 – 4PM, ticket(s) $30 per person
____ Tinsel Tea, Nov 20, 2 – 4PM, table for 10 at $300
____ Silent Night Soirée, Nov. 20, ticket(s) at $75 per person
____ Silent Night Soirée, Nov. 20, table for 8 at $600
____ Saturday Luncheon, Nov. 21, ticket(s) at $85 per person
____ Saturday Luncheon, Nov. 21, table for 10 at $850
____ I am unable to attend. Enclosed is a contribution.
____ Please charge    M/C    Visa    Amex

Name ________________________________________________________

 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Address ______________________________________________________

 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Tel (W) _______________________________________________________

Tel (H) ________________________________________________________

Email ________________________________________________________

Total $  _________  Card# _________________________________________  Exp. _____________________ Signature  ___________________________________________

For advance tickets, complete form and return with check, payable to: ValleyCare Foundation,

Proceeds will benefit ValleyCare’s 
Emergency Room Expansion Campaign and 

the ValleyCare Health Library and Ryan 
Comer Cancer Resource Center.

– THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2009 –
FAMILY STROLL: 5  8PM

 

– FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2009 –
TINSEL TEAS: 10AM  NOON AND 2  4PM

SILENT NIGHT SOIRÉE: 6:30  10:00PM 

– SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2009 –
SILVER BELLS LUNCHEON: 10:30AM  1:30PM

No more excuses for not knowing how your  
finances and investments line up with your life  
goals and retirement expectations. 

Call today for a free consultation, and we’ll  
explore strategies for protecting yourself and  
helping you prosper today, tomorrow  
and into the future. 

Now is the  
time for a fiscal 
check-up

Robert Gehl
Senior Vice President – Investments
4900 Hopyard Road, Suite 105, Pleasanton, CA 94588
robert.gehl@wfadvisors.com
CA Insurance License #0A131O5
800-825-9877
wfadvisors.com/robert.gehl

Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC, Member SIPC, is a registered broker-dealer and a separate non-bank 
affi  liate of Wells Fargo & Company. ©2009 Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC.  0509-0616 [79826-v1] 09/09

Investment and Insurance Products:    NOT FDIC Insured    NO Bank Guarantee    MAY Lose Value

HARRY ARRUDA, ARMED IMAGES

Testing, 1, 2, 3
 Hundreds of area law enforcement agency officials participated in a 
series of intense training exercises over the weekend, including two held in 
Pleasanton.

 It’s called Urban Shield, hosted by the Alameda County Sheriff’s Office 
and the San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office. Competing teams from vari-
ous agencies were challenged by testing tactical skills in a series of real-life 
scenarios. Specific locations across the Bay Area were chosen to replicate 
identified problem areas. In Pleasanton, training exercises were held at the 
Livermore-Pleasanton Fire Department Training Tower and at Oldcastle 
Precast, located on Valley Avenue and Busch Road. Members of the Boston 
Police Department and the French National Raid Team were at the Pleas-
anton exercises.

 The Pleasanton Police Department was a supporting agency, but did not 
participate this year. The event is funded by Homeland Security Grant funds.

Pleasanton man formally charged for 
role in Ponzi scheme

Kenneth Kenitzer, 66, could face up to 30 years in prison

BY JANET PELLETIER
 A Pleasanton man has been for-
mally charged for his role in what 
investigators describe as a “mas-
sive investment fraud scheme that 
caused losses of more than $40 
million to approximately 150 in-
vestors.”
 The U.S. Attorney’s Office an-
nounced Oct. 28 that Kenneth 
Kenitzer, 66, has agreed to plead 
guilty to mail fraud and money 
laundering charges, which could 
bring up to 30 years in prison, and 
cooperate with the investigation. 
 The charges against Kenitzer 
come months after the arrest of 
business partner Anthony Vassallo, 
29, of Folsom, Calif., who turned 
himself in to authorities back in 
March on multiple counts of mail 
fraud and money laundering. Vas-
sallo was a 1997 graduate of Foot-
hill High School. At that time, Ken-

itzer was named as being involved 
in the Ponzi scheme, but hadn’t 
been formally charged.
 Assistant U.S. Attorney Robin R. 
Taylor, who is prosecuting the case, 
said according to documents filed in 
court, Kenitzer, Vassallo and others 
operated Equity Investment Manage-
ment and Trading, Inc. as a hedge 
fund investment program. Vassallo 
allegedly offered and sold invest-
ments, promising investors that they 
would make an annual return of up 
to 36 percent with virtually no risk 
of loss. The EIMT Hedge Fund in-
vestment program did not invest the 
money obtained as represented. 
 Taylor said Vassallo recruited 
many of the sub-fund managers 
and investors from his church. To 
keep the scheme going, she said 
Kenitzer, Vassallo and others in 
on the operation told investors 
that they were trading funds and 

showed fake financial statements 
as proof. When investors attempted 
to get their money back, Vassallo 
told them that the trading com-
pany contacted the Securities and 
Exchange Commission and the fed-
eral agency had frozen the funds in 
their accounts, according to court 
documents.
 Taylor said Kenitzer, who has 
lived in Pleasanton for more than 
30 years, is expected to appear a 
Sacramento courthouse shortly to 
enter his guilty plea. If convicted, 
he faces up to 20 years in prison for 
the mail fraud and up to 10 years 
for the money laundering, with 
fines up to twice the value of the 
victims’ losses. The sentence will be 
dictated by the Federal Sentencing 
Guidelines, which take into ac-
count a number of factors, and will 
be imposed at the discretion of the 
court, Taylor said. 
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Code of ethics
The Pleasanton Weekly seeks to adhere to the highest level of ethical 
standards in journalism, including the Code of Ethics adopted Sept. 21, 
1996, by the Society of Professional Journalists. To review the text of the 
Code, please visit our web site at www.PleasantonWeekly.com

Hacienda rezoning will 
be detriment to schools
Dear Editor,
 I am a resident in Valencia at 
Hacienda. I oppose the rezoning 
of the Hacienda Business Park for 
high-density residential buildings 
(“City planners OK rezoning 19 
more acres in Hacienda Business 
Park for housing,” News, Oct. 2, 
page 5).
 My main concern is about the 
1,500 children that will be added 
to the area. One of the main reasons 
for people to move to Pleasanton is 
the good public school system. 
The rezoning plan is going to build 
about 1,000 apartment houses for 
household of three to four persons, 
which typically include two adults 
and one to two children. This gives 
me the average about 1,500 chil-
dren spreading from K-12.That is 
100 more kids per grade. I wonder 
whether the city or school district 
is ready for this impact. I do not see 
or hear any plans yet.
 I noticed that the article about 
rezoning by Mr. Jeb Bing has added 
a few sentences on the opposi-
tions. Actually the oppositions at 
the public hearing a few weeks 
ago were so big that the planning 
commission admitted that they felt 

a little disappointed. There were 
three lots for discussion and the 
planning commission ended up 
with endorsing only two because of 
the oppositions. The room was full 
of residents in the nearby neighbor-
hood. If it were not because of the 
time reason, there would be more 
speakers against the rezoning.
 I appreciate that the Pleasanton 
Weekly offers such a place to ex-
press my concerns on this plan. 
I hope that the city will do more 
studies on the longer term impact 
before they OK the rezoning and 
construction plan.

Yijia Xu

Confused about 
recycling glass
Dear Editor,
 So, I’m confused about these 
new recycling bins PGS has given 
us.
 The paperwork states that bro-
ken glass is not to be put in them. 
But intact glass bottles should be.
 So, when the truck comes along, 
picks up my recycle bin, and dumps 
the contents in, glass doesn’t get 
broken?
 How does that work?

Elizabeth Limesand

LETTERS

In their search for a successor to school Superintendent John 
Casey, who will retire next June, members of the Pleasanton 
school board have vowed to keep the process open and to involve 

as many members of the public as possible, including parents, teach-
ers, students and those interested in school district affairs. This is 
good because the board and the superintendent eventually hired will 
need all of the public’s buy-in they can get. The district started the 
current fiscal year on July 1 with a shortfall of roughly $8 million in 
the $120.4-million budget approved for the year and so far has bor-
rowed from reserve funds three times to cover mostly unforseen ex-
penditures. In the 2010-11 fiscal year, when the new superintendent 
will take charge, the budget shortfall could be considerably worse if 
state aid to education continues to fall below expectations and needs, 
with estimates of the shortfall next July 1 ranging from $3 million 
to $4 million and dwindling reserves unable to cover unanticipated 
expenses. Also, with the four-year board terms of trustees Pat Kernan 
and Jim Ott expiring, an election will be held next November to re-
place or to re-elect them, if they choose to run again. That makes it 
unlikely that the district will also try again on a parcel tax in such a 
tumultuous year, having lost that bid last June.
 The school board and Casey have hired Attorney Bob Kingsley 
to advise them as they now seek firms that specialize in identifying 
and recruiting school superintendents. Requests for proposals to 
handle the Pleasanton search have been issued with a deadline of 
next Wednesday from interested firms. Kingsley has named six firms 
that have regional and national reputations, including four based in 
California, one in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and another in the Chicago 
suburb of Glenview, Ill. He estimates the cost of a California or 
regional search at about $30,000, more for a national search, with 
the time from hiring a search firm to signing a contract with a new 
superintendent at about four to seven months. Meetings with the 
firms to be considered for the search effort to refining the criteria 
that should be used in identifying superintendent candidates will all 
be done at public meetings.
 Much remains to be decided about what kind of a superintendent 
Pleasanton needs going forward. Casey has been at the helm since 
2002, which will give him eight years of service when he retires, longer 
than average for school superintendents. He replaced Mary Frances 
Callan, who served just three years before taking the same post in 
Palo Alto. Bill James was superintendent from 1985 to 1998 before he 
retired. He has since helped other school districts hire superintendents 
and, in fact, could be considered for a temporary position as interim 
superintendent if Casey leaves before his successor is found. The Palm-
dale (Calif.) School District hired its former superintendent recently to 
serve on an interim basis, a step Kingsley says works well since these 
kinds of choices aren’t candidates themselves for the open position.
 Finding a new superintendent may be more difficult this time around 
than search firms had in recruiting Casey and Callan. Faced with a 
troubled school district budget, financial chaos in Sacramento and a 
school board election, a candidate that has the experience and reputa-
tion of slashing expenses and talking tough to the local teachers union 
as may be necessary in 2010 and beyond may have trouble gaining 
the popular vote of the Community Advisory Group and school board 
members facing re-election. Yet revenue forecasts show that tough de-
cisions will have to be made for Pleasanton to remain financially stable. 
School districts around us are making those decisions, cutting sports 
and programs in districts to the north and merging elementary schools 
in neighboring Livermore. Casey promised to raise the bar of academ-
ics in the Pleasanton system when he took over in 2002 by making this 
a “world class” district. He’s achieved that objective. His will be a tough 
act to follow.   

A tough act to follow
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(next to Payless Shoes/opposite Kohls Shopping Center) 

Manicures, pedicures, nail extensions, waxing and more.

 NAILS

Full Set of Nails

$5 OFF
Regularly $27  

(pink & white acrylic)
Expires 11/30/09

NEW! Hot Stone 
Pedicure

$5 OFF
Regularly $25

Expires 11/30/09

• Men’s Hair Cuts 
• Beard Trims
• Shaves
• Men’s Hair Color

• Plus a range of 
   American Crew 
   hair products.

925 462-0864

Business hours:  Tues, Thurs, Fri 9am-6pm
Wed 9am-8pm • Sat 8am-4pm • Sun 11:30am-5pm

Now Open & Under New Ownership, 
New owner Dan Pell, has been 

with the shop since 2005.

ooff
ww

Over 
40 years of experience

Formerly Ben and Bill’s Barber Shop  
located at 448 Main Street, Pleasanton

(behind the Old Republic Title Building)
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POLICE REPORT

The Pleasanton Police Department 
made the following information avail-
able. Under the law, those charged 
with offenses are considered innocent 
until convicted.

Oct. 17
Theft
■ 1:22 p.m. in the 1000 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road
Burglary
■ 9:03 a.m. in the 5900 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road; vehicular
■ 9:21 a.m. in the 6000 block of 

Tillman Court; vehicular
■ 2:23 p.m. in the 1400 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road; shoplifting
■ 6:54 p.m. in the 6100 block of West 

Las Positas Boulevard; shoplifting
Drug/alcohol violations
■ 1:05 a.m. at the intersection of Peters 

Avenue and St. Mary Street; public 
drunkenness

■ 1:17 a.m. in the 4100 block of Hopyard 
Road; paraphernalia possession

■ 1:36 a.m. at the intersection of Santa 
Rita Road and Mohr Avenue; DUI

■ 2:28 a.m. at the intersection of 
Hopyard Road and Stoneridge Drive; 
DUI

■ 11:02 p.m. at the intersection of Ray 
Street and Walnut Drive; DUI

Oct. 18
Grand theft
■ 7:34 a.m. in the 6300 block of Alvord 

Way
■ 3:34 p.m. in the 7300 block of 

Johnson Drive
DUI
■ 1:49 a.m. at the intersection of 

Hopyard Road and Owens Drive
Public drunkenness
■ 10:57 p.m. in the 5200 block of 

Hopyard Road

■ 11:28 p.m. in the 1800 block of 
Santa Rita Road

■ 11:51 p.m. in the 5300 block of 
Hopyard Road

Threats
■ 12:12 a.m. in the 8100 block of 

Ensenada Drive

Oct. 19
Identity theft
■ 7:23 p.m. in the 600 block of 

Concord Place

Oct. 20
Theft
■ 9:58 a.m. in the 3700 block of West 

Las Positas Boulevard; grand theft
■ 6:55 p.m. in the 4100 block of Mohr 

Avenue; petty theft
Vandalism
■ 4:09 p.m. in the 3700 block of 

Vineyard Avenue
Public drunkenness
■ 8:46 a.m. at the intersection of 

Hopyard Road and Black Avenue

Oct. 21
Petty theft
■ 4:00 p.m. in the 1500 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road
Vehicular burglary
■ 12:46 a.m. in the 5900 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road
■ 4:30 p.m. in the 7200 block of 

Johnson Drive
Vandalism
■ 10:30 a.m. at the intersection of 

Virgin Islands Court and Valley Trails 
Drive

■ 10:31 a.m. at the intersection of 
Valley Trails Drive and Haleakala 
Road

Non-narcotics controlled substance 
possession

■ 9:48 p.m. at the intersection of 

Northway Road and Fairfield Court

Oct. 22
Theft
■ 1:42 p.m. in the 5800 block of Owens 

Drive; forgery, stolen vehicle
■ 5:14 p.m. in the 3200 block of 

Vineyard Avenue; identity theft
■ 5:47 p.m. in the 4400 block of Valley 

Avenue; petty theft
Burglary
■ 11:26 a.m. in the 2100 block of 

Canosa Court
Vandalism
■ 12:39 p.m. in the 3000 block of 

Stoneridge Drive
■ 12:40 p.m. at the intersection of 

Santa Rita Road and Stoneridge Drive
■ 12:42 p.m. in the 200 block of Birch 

Creek Drive
Under the influence of a controlled 

substance
■ 9:07 p.m. in the 6700 block of 

Hansen Drive

Oct. 23
Theft
■ 5:22 p.m. in the 5900 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road; stolen vehicle
■ 4:42 p.m. in the 3000 block of 

Tonopah Circle; petty theft
■ 6:49 p.m. in the 4500 block of 

Rosewood Drive; identity theft
■ 11:20 p.m. in the 6000 block of 

Johnson Drive
Vandalism
■ 3:06 p.m. in the 3400 block of Zion 

Canyon Court
Public Drunkenness
■ 10:29 p.m. in the 1900 block of 

Santa Rita Road
Battery
■ 11:08 p.m. in the 300 block of St. 

Mary Street

WEEKLY MEETING NOTICES

ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  
AND PUBLIC COMMENT IS WELCOME

The above represents a sampling of upcoming meeting items. 
For complete information, please visit  

www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/community/calendar

City Council
Tuesday, November 3, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

Committee to Guide the Hacienda PUD

Planning Commission Special Meeting
Thursday, November 5, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

PUD-70/PCUP-234, San Jose Arena Management

Avenue, Pleasanton.  

PUD-80, City of Pleasanton

Committee on Energy & Environment 
Workshop

Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee

 
Visit the City of Pleasanton website at www.ci.pleasanton.
ca.us to view the agendas for the following meeting(s).

Civic Arts Commission

Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

Human Services Commission

Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

Shirley Audrey Maxwell  
 Longtime Pleasanton resident 
Shirley Audrey Maxwell died Sept. 
24 at the age of 84.
 Mrs. Maxwell 
was born Dec. 
30, 1924. She 
taught school for 
almost 25 years 
in town. Her 
lifelong passions 
were public ser-
vice, gardening 
and cooking. In 
retirement, she spent more than 
40 hours per week volunteering 
at over a dozen charities. She was 
famous for the thousands of Christ-
mas cookies she baked yearly with 
her daughters and friends.
 She also enjoyed cultural arts, 
including drama, music and dance, 
and volunteered as an usher. She 
loved attending the Shakespeare 
festival in Ashland and plays in 
London, England. She also enjoyed 
traveling throughout the world. 
 She is survived by three daugh-
ters, Mary, Sally, and Marjorie; two 
sons-in-law, Faustino and Robert; 
six grandchildren, Fausto, Cyria, 
Meara, Brandon, Galen and Ste-
phen; and five great-grandchildren, 
Paola, Julio Jr., Valeria, Paulina and 
Fausto Jr. 
 A service will be held at 11 a.m. 
Saturday at the Century House, 
2401 Santa Rita Road.

Larry Allen

 Larry Allen died Oct. 13 at the 
age of 74.
 Mr. Allen was born April 23, 
1935 in Comanche, Okla. 
 He attended high school in Dun-
can, Okla., where he enjoyed let-
tering in four sports. He went on 
to play basketball and baseball at 
Oklahoma State University. After 
a period of time served in the U.S. 
Army, he met his wife-to-be Diane 
in Southern California. They raised 
their family in Pleasanton.
 Mr. Allen continued to play adult 
league fast and slow pitch softball 
and basketball well into his 40s. 
He was also proud to have donated 
and supplied the original water 
system for our now beautiful Pleas-
anton Sports Park. He thought of it 
as his field of dreams.
 His greatest joy was sharing time 
with his seven wonderful grand-
daughters. He coached boy’s youth 
baseball, soccer and basketball as well 
as girl’s soccer and softball in Pleasan-
ton. Just before retirement, one of his 
special accomplishments was super-
vising the building of the swimming 
pools at Amador and Foothill high 
schools, which his own children and 
grandchild have been able to enjoy. 
 Mr. Allen is survived by his wife of 
48 years, Diane; son, Larry, Jr. and his 
wife daughter-in-law, Karen of Tampa, 
Fla.; daughter, Pam (Lingenfelder) of 
Pleasanton; sisters, Gloria (Hummel) 
of Alamo and Jenny (Thompson) of 
Danville; brother, Bill, Jr. of Laguna 
Niguel, Calif.; and grandchildren, Ni-
cole and Madison Lingenfelder and 

Samantha, Amanda, Christina, Mi-
chaela and Elaina Allen. 
 A service was scheduled for Oct. 
20 at Crosswinds Church in Dub-
lin. In lieu of flowers, the family 
requests donations be made to the 
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation on be-
half of Clark Huddleston.

Ruth Ellen Hepner
 Ruth Ellen Hepner died Sept. 27 
at the age of 47.
 Mrs. Hepner was born Dec. 5, 
1961 in Sunbury, Pa. and moved to 
Livermore in 1969, residing with 
her parents until 1996. 
 She attended Livermore schools 
and then attended Keystone Adult 
Learning Center in Pleasanton until 
this past September. Ms. Hepner 
participated in Special Olympics, 4H 
and RADD activities. She bowled 
weekly, loved swimming and sports, 
especially football and baseball. She 
collected many friends in her 47 
years before Alzheimer’s claimed her, 
including her many loving caregivers 
from East Bay Innovations. Her best 
friends were Julie, Cindy and Shon. 
 She is survived by her sister in 
law, Ann M. Hepner of Livermore; 
brother, Peter M. Hepner; and sister-
in-law, Darlene Hepner of Carson 
City, Nev.; five nieces and nephews; 
five great nieces and great nephews. 
She was preceded in death by her 
loving parents, Peter E. and Harriett 
G. Hepner; and her brother, Michael 
R. Hepner. 
 A service was scheduled to be 
held Oct. 25 at Callaghan Mortuary 
in Livermore.

OBITUARIES

COMMUNITY PULSE AND TRANSITIONS
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PEOPLE AND LIFESTYLES IN OUR COMMUNITYLiving

BY EMILY WEST
hirley Ann Garcia has always known she 
had a psychic ability. Possibly passed 
down from her mother, she claims to have 

the ability to see into a spiritual world and con-
nect with the dearly departed. 

Garcia, a resident of Castro Valley, was having 
lunch at the Oasis Grille on Main Street with her 
eldest daughter Sandy Martinez, a waitress there, 
and other staff. The topic of conversation quickly 
turned to downtown ghosts and Garcia’s psychic 
talents.

Several of downtown restaurant employees 
have worked at the Pleasanton Hotel, Martinez 
said. 

“When workers lost their jobs, they migrated 
throughout downtown,” she said. “They all once 
worked at the Pleasanton Hotel and all have sto-
ries about working there.”

The group thought they should head across 
the street to see if Garcia could detect anything. 
Upon entering, Garcia said she felt cold, enough 
to think that the air conditioning was running, 
which it was not. Martinez and the group said 
they weren’t cold. 

Back in the banquet area, Garcia said she felt a 
happy energy.

“It doesn’t feel spooky or anything, but I saw 
something by the kitchen,” she said. “I asked Sandy 
to take a picture of me by a few spots. There was 
one spot where I felt a lot of energy, so I said take 
a picture of me and she did. Then right before she 
took another picture, I asked if any ghosts wanted 
to come and take a picture with me.”

“When I snapped the picture on my phone,” 
Martinez said, “I walked away to sit down and 
look through the pictures. When I looked at the 
last one closer, I ran out of the banquet room.”

What the phone’s camera appeared to capture 
was an image of a short man. Garcia thought it 
looked like a military man. 

“Since I was young, I’ve always had things 
happen all my life, but I’ve never got a picture of 
it,” she said. 

It’s not the first time odd activity has been 
captured. In fact, the Northern California para-
normal research group Ghost Trackers has gone 
through downtown on a few occasions to capture 
activity. 

The Museum On Main also hosts ghost tours 
around Halloween, which often sell out quickly 
due to its popularity.

“I’m always the one to be like, ‘yeah, yeah 
mom, whatever,” Martinez said, but that’s not to 
say she doesn’t believe it’s true. 

“I’ve always believed in it,” she said. “Stuff 
always happens when I’m with her.”

Even with what appears to be photo evidence, 
Garcia said it’s okay if people don’t believe her.

“It’s their opinion if they want to doubt,” she 
said. “Everyone has a right to their own opinion. 
I think people are very closed minded and think 

this is the only dimension.”
While Garcia said she’s not that into her abili-

ties, she said it’s just a part of her life. She doesn’t 
make money from it, but instead looks at it as a 
way to help people.

There were a couple instances where she said 
the psychic talent came in handy. Once, after her 
father had died, she said he appeared to her one 
night, yelling to her about a treasure in the trunk 
of a white car. A wealthy man, he was a collector 
and owned of several cars, she said. 

“I called my sister and told her, but none of his 
cars were white,” she said. 

Apparently, they forgot about the car that was 
covered in the basement and they found a large 
sum of money in the trunk. 

Another time, she was driving and a voice told 
her to go visit her mother, who was in a nursing 
home after being diagnosed with Alzheimer’s. 

    “We went running in [the nursing home] and 
she wasn’t in her room,” Garcia said. “I kept 
walking to the back asking where my mother 
was, and [the staff said] she should be in her 
room because the doors were locked. Then my 
daughter looks outside and she’s there, face 
down on the ground in a pool of blood.”

Garcia said her mother was fine after that, but 
she believes if she hadn’t listened to the voice 
that her mother could have died. 

When asked if the gift has been passed down 
to her, Martinez said it’s likely.

“I do [have those experiences] sometimes, but 
I’m kind of a scaredy cat,” she said. “I choose to 
look the other way. Maybe when I’m old enough 
to understand. When my grandmother was my 
mom’s age, they were very in tune with the world 
and I’m not at that point yet. Maybe eventually 
I’ll be able to accept it.”  

SANDY MARTINEZ

This photo from a cell phone camera allegedly shows a ghostly figure standing in front of Shirley Ann Garcia at the 
Pleasanton Hotel.

Self-professed psychic nabs a 
photo of an apparent ghost 

in the Pleasanton Hotel
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REVIEWS OF NEW MOVIESNOW SHOWING
BY RENATA POLT

Amelia
★ ★ ★ ★ 
Rated PG for some sensuality, lan-
guage, thematic elements and smoking 
1 hour, 51 minutes

 The Amelia of this film, of course, 
is Amelia Earhart — pronounced, 
appropriately, “Airheart.” She’s the 
intrepid aviator (or, in the parlance 
of the day, “aviatrix”) who captured 
the hearts and media of the world in 
the late 1920s and ‘30s, even after 
she went missing on her attempted 
round-the-world flight in 1937.
 In Mira Nair’s film, Amelia is 
played by Hilary Swank. Though 
Swank is more coltish and angular 
than the historical Amelia, the re-
semblance is remarkable. Amelia’s 
greatest promoter and eventual hus-
band, publisher George P. Putnam, 
is played by Richard Gere. Ewan 
McGregor plays her lover, Gene 
Vidal (father of novelist Gore Vidal), 
who became director of the new 
Bureau of Air Commerce, thanks 

in large part to Amelia’s lobbying of 
FDR.
 The movie’s frame is the round-
the-world flight, which Amelia 
undertook with the assistance of 
navigator Fred Noonan (Christo-
pher Eccleston). Flashbacks show 
her at earlier stages of her career: 
her first transatlantic flight, in which 
she was only a passenger, though 
Putnam promoted her as the flight’s 
“commander”; her second, solo 
transatlantic flight, only the second 
after Charles Lindbergh’s triumph 
five years earlier and the first by a 
woman; her barnstorming, lectures 
to women’s groups, and of course 
her romantic life. The thrill of fly-
ing is evoked not only by Amelia’s 
passion (“Is it reckless? Maybe. But 
what do dreams know of boundar-
ies?”), but also by the glorious shots 
of shiny planes soaring through fog 
and thunderstorms.
 The film doesn’t overlook the 
importance of money in Amelia’s 
enterprises. Putnam, a pioneer in 
public relations, emphasizes the fact 

that money is essential to Amelia’s 
enterprises. He persuades Amelia 
to endorse Lucky Strike cigarettes, 
even though she doesn’t smoke. She 
also lends her name to a line of lug-
gage (still in production), clothing, 
cameras, even a waffle iron. The 
suggestion is that he enjoys raising 
money for its own sake, though 
Amelia sees it as a distasteful neces-
sity. However, she doesn’t seem to 
resent the celebrity she attains, as 
perhaps the biggest media star since 
Lindbergh became the first non-ac-
tor media sensation. (Amelia seems 
to have accepted the monicker 
“Lady Lindy” with some reluctance.)
 Reluctant to surrender her free-
dom by getting married, Amelia 
finally accepts Putnam’s proposal, 
but, on their wedding day, hands 
him a letter that says, “I shall not 
hold you to any medieval code of 
faithfulness to me, nor shall I con-
sider myself bound to you simi-
larly ... ”
 I first read of this letter in Ju-
dith Thurman’s revealing New 
Yorker article (in the Sept. 14 
issue) and doubted that the film 
would include it. The movie also 
includes the affair with Vidal, as 
well as the suggestion that Earhart 
might have had lesbian tenden-
cies. Or not.
 The androgynous-looking 
Amelia often dressed in jodhpurs 
or jumpsuits and leather flight 
jackets, but on non-flying occa-
sions she wore svelte dresses and 
gowns. The film’s costume design 
(by Kasia Walicka Maimone) is 
stunning. The clothes are true to 
their period yet without the fussi-
ness of some of the period’s styles. 
Props, including cars, electronics, 
and of course airplanes, are also 
spot-on. It’s a big, lush, captivat-
ing production.
 If only there was less of Gabriel 
Yared’s syrupy music. 

BOB MCGLINCHY, CLU
Insurance Agent
McGlinchy Insurance Agency
1987 Santa Rita Road Ste E
bobmcglinchy@allstate.com
CA Lic: 0627529

Discount and insurance offered only with select company and subject to availability and 
qualifications. Allstate Insurance Company, Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Com-
pany and Allstate Indemnity Company, Northbrook, IL © 2009 Allstate Insurance Company.

Call me today to see 
how much you can 
save with Allstate’s 

good student discount.
925.846.0880

Open House
Wednesday, 

November 18th
9:30AM—11:30AM

CARDEN WEST SCHOOL
Success for every child, every day

925-463-6060 / www.cardenwest.org

*Individualized * Proactive * Responsible* 

Discover 
Carden West School

Now Enrolling 
for 2010-2011 
Academic Year

The First and only prescription treatment approved by the FDA 
for inadequate or insufficient eyelashes

(925) 460-5000 (925) 449-4000

Caring for the Tri-Valley Since 1975

 The Century House was be-
witched with “boo-etry” on Sun-
day. Populating the 130-year-old 
house for an afternoon of spooky 
poetry were some 40 people, in-
cluding several witches in tall black 
hats, one green-hatted witch, a 
pink panther perched on hat, a 
king with sunglasses and scepter, 
a bumblebee, and the star of the 
show, a raving raven. 
 But before the raven appeared, 
three teens shared their scary 
poems. One was Kelly McDeavitt, 
a Foothill High School freshman, 
who read two poems. “The Night 
of the Corn Maze” was especially 

eerie. Another was Amador Val-
ley High School freshman Arany 
Uthayakumar, whose poems fea-
tured the “Cold One” with not-so-
horrifying monster. 
 I introduced the newly selected 
Pleasanton Teen Poet Laureates, 
seniors Vivienne Chen represents 
AVHS while Nick Chen is from 
Foothill. The purpose of the pro-
gram is to promote writing among 
students. Though Nick was unable 
to attend the event, Vivienne read 
“Lady Lamone’s Cellar,” her vivid 
version of evil fright. 
 Then writer and poet Blanche 
Abrams of Tuolumne channeled her 
inner Halloween bird. Draped in 
black, she recited all 108 lines of Poe’s 
“The Raven.” When she implored us 
to rap, tap and recite, “Nevermore,” 
we rocked the house. Century House, 
that is. All this, before the open mic 
launched a parade of poetic witches, 
creatures and royalty.
 Speaking of parades and red car-
pets, how about Foothill’s Aca-
demics and Activities Booster Club 
(AABC) sponsoring a True Blue 
Fashion Show and Poetry Festival 
on Nov. 8? Aren’t we lucky to have 

such busy imaginations in Pleasan-
ton? But what if...

Just Make Believe
What if the powers that be
banned make believe?

Survival without comic books,
stick forts and sand castles?

Dracula without a home,
not a single Superman 
or fairy princess 
knocking at the door?

No flying spoons?
No fiction on the shelf?

Actors all sell cell phones,
no HBO,
Shakespeare, benched.

Behind every mute balladeer
and contraband mask,
right brains would know
they could enchant the world,
if only someone would make believe.

Deborah Grossman is Pleasanton’s 
poet laureate.

Imagination: 
not just for 
Halloween 

BY DEBORAH GROSSMAN

POETIC 
PLEASANTON

LIVING



BY EMILY WEST

Terry Gorton glows when she walks through her 
home. Front to back, it is like a scrapbook filled with 
months of hard work and little victories. It wasn’t al-
ways that way — she first entered the home through 
the bathroom window.

Boarded up with power lines cut, the Harrison 
Street home a couple blocks away from the Pleasan-
ton library was ready to be condemned after a year on 
the market. The historic home built in 1895 would 
hardly be considered a landmark gem at the time, but 
Gorton and Realtor Gail Boal forged ahead anyway 
and squeezed through the home’s only opening to get 
a glimpse inside. 

What they found was more chaotic than cute, but 
Gorton had a vision of its potential.

Today, entering through the front door instead, you 
would never guess the transformation the home has 
undergone. From Gorton’s research, the home was once 
a few blocks away, but was moved in 1920 to make way 
for the Alameda County Fairgrounds. According to Real-

tor Tony Nassab, it once belonged to Augustine Bernal’s 
sister and was used as a summer cottage. 

 People familiar with the old home have driven by 
and practically slammed the brakes once they realize 
the property was given a new life. Neighbors have 
come by to say how glad they are to see it restored to 
its former glory. Many children have also stopped by 
recently, but mostly to inquire about the headless man 
on her porch, a Halloween decoration. 

 Having previously renovated commercial properties 
with partners and multi-million dollar budgets, Gorton’s 
outlook on making her new home livable drastically 
changed the month she closed escrow. That day, the 
refinancing rules changed, meaning money couldn’t be 
taken out of the home until it had been owned for six 
to 12 months, depending on the lender. 

 With money tied up in the home, which was not in 
living condition, she braced herself for the challenge 
during trying economic times. 

Sweat equity for the soul 
 Mother and son restore historical Harrison Street home on a budget

EMILY WEST

See RENOVATION  5
TERRY GORTON
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Window-ology is the Tri-Valley’s best source for 
custom window treatments. We are celebrating 
over 20 years of providing excellence to 
customers just like you. 

Our factory takes great pride in manufacturing 
quality products in our local blind and shade 
factory located right here near downtown 
Pleasanton. This also allows us to repair most 
blinds, shades, shutters, and more...

We Are Committed To:

Contractor’s License #904282
www.window-ology.com



252 ain treet, owntown leasanton

Wednesday ~ Sunday  925.462.9497  www.SerenityStoneworks.com

20% OFF
FLOOR MODEL SALE 

Fountains, Benches, 
Bird Baths and more

Expires 11/15/09
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NEW LUXURY 
BATHS

13 E. Airway Blvd.     Livermore 

When Selection, Quality 
and Service Matter . . .  

www.NewLuxuryBaths.com 925 443-2284    
Showroom Hours:  Mon-Fri 9-5    Sat 10-4 

You scheduled flu shots for the entire fam-
ily and stocked the cabinets with plenty of 
vitamin C and chicken soup. But what have 
you done to ensure the health of your actual 
home this winter?

You may not realize it, but allergens and 
toxins camp out in your house during the 
colder months, just waiting for a chance to 
give you and your family a case of the sniffles 
or the flu. Hannah Keeley, host of public 
television’s “Hannah, Help Me!” offers a few 
simple tips to guarantee a healthier home.

Schedule a home check-up

You can’t take your house to the doctor, but 
you can still give it a check-up. Schedule a 
home assessment with a local heating and air 
condition professional before winter strikes 
to make sure your furnace’s components are 
clean and working properly.

As an added precaution from unpleasant 
germs, ask about a whole home air filtration 
system, which can remove some of the com-
mon flu or influenza A along with influenza 
B, C, and avian and H1N1 flu from your 
home’s filtered air.

Clean up your home’s act

Thorough hand washing is key to prevent-
ing the flu, but it is equally important to 
maintain good home hygiene in order to 
combat the spread of germs. To prevent the 
spread of the flu virus, it is important to sani-
tize everything you and your family touch - 
from your counters and tables to appliances 

to your children’s toys.
Wash your family’s clothing, bedding and 

other linens in hot water (at least 130 de-
grees) to keep dust mites and other germs 
away. While you’re at it, be sure to transport 
dirty laundry in a basket or bag to help keep 
germs away from your body.

Practice good home 
health habits

Make it a house rule to remove your shoes 
as soon as you walk into the house, and pre-
vented unwanted outside dirt particles from 
being tracked into difficult-to-remove carpets 
and other surfaces. Give family members and 
guests a comfy alternative by keeping cozy 
slippers near the front door.

Pick up some allergy-proof covers for your 
mattresses and pillows. These easy-to-find 
and use covers are a quick and immediate 
solution to keep germs and contaminants to 
a minimum.

Make sure your home is well insulated 
to minimize heat loss. Inspect all windows 
and doors for tight seals and seal air leaks to 
reduce drafts. Sealing air leaks and adding 
insulation will improve the comfort level and 
health of your home.

Taking a few easy, preventive measures 
now will ensure a warm, comfortable, and 
— most important — healthier home during 
the winter months. So when that old north 
wind begins to blow and Jack Frost is paying 
you a visit, you can rest easy knowing your 
home and family are happy and healthy.

—Courtesy of ARAcontent

Inoculate your home 
for winter wellness

Call your local HVAC professional to perform a routine maintenance check.
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DESIGN SHOWROOM      310 Sycamore Valley Rd West, Danville

WAREHOUSE CASH & CARRY   6752 Preston Ave Unit C, HWY 580 at South Vasco Rd, Livermore

(CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED)

Livermore Warehouse

OPEN FRIDAYS, SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS  10-6

WWW.AZZULINA.COM   |  INFO@AZZULINA.COM

925.820.5900



 “At that time, I knew it was time 
to redefine happiness,” Gorton said. 

 It was a big transition moving 
from 3,000 square feet in Ruby 
Hill to just under 700 square feet. 
In her restoration efforts, she came 
to realize the home seemed to be 
restoring her as well. 

 “As it turned out, this little house 
has been an amazing investment, 
both financially and personally,” she 
said. “There is a real beauty in learn-
ing to do really challenging things 
you didn’t know you could do. It 
builds confidence for every other 
part of your life, too.” 

 While some of the work was done 
through hired contractors, much of 
their know-how was gained through 
YouTube videos and online articles 
she and her son AJ found.  

 “The projects weren’t that hard,” 
AJ said. “It was just a matter of 
delving into it.” 

 In an effort to save money, Gor-
ton began to search for out-of-the 
ordinary stores. In the hunt, she 
discovered the Habitat for Human-

ity ReStore in San Leandro, like a 
thrift shop for building materials 
and goods, where she found shut-
ters for only $4 apiece. Other deals 
came through fiding recycled items, 
bartering, using coupons, scouring 
Craigslist and even buying plants 
used in the county fair displays.

 Frugality isn’t just about saving 
money, Gorton discovered, but also 
about ingenuity and adventure. It’s 
forced her to look at materials in a 
new way, creatively thinking of a new 
use for them. A search for outdoor 
storage led her to an industrial yard 
in Oakland where a crane selected 
a large container, which commonly 
seen on trains, stacked six high. The 
experience reminded them of the 
summer blockbuster “Transformers,” 
and with their container cleaned out 
and holding their belongings, they 
lovingly refer to it as Optimus Prime.  

 When her sectional sofa was too 
big for the living room, instead of 
replacing it as she would have before, 
she ripped it open to the skeleton 
and padded guts to cut and refinish 
it to fit. 

 “These are challenging times fi-
nancially,” Gorton added. “We’ve 

gotten used to calling ‘the guy’ to 
have things done.” 

 Boal agreed on how the economy 
has changed the mindset of many.

 “We once thought if something 
was more expensive, it was the 
most premium, but that’s not nec-
essarily the case,” Boal said.

 As she hosts dinner parties or 
just relaxes with her dog Tiger-
lily, Gorton sees her home in a new 
light. The kitchen isn’t just a place 
to prepare meals, it’s a gallery of 
deals found everywhere from a re-
sale store to the floor models from 
the now-closed Home Depot Expo 
Design Center in Dublin. In back, 
she can walk out through newly-
installed French doors onto a deck 
that she and her son built.

 Deeming it a “soul enriching” 
experience, Gorton looks back on 
those hectic few months and re-
members time spent bonding with 
her son and laughing about her 
16-hour workdays. She hopes her 
story will inspire others to get over 
their fears and attempt a mostly do-
it-yourself project. 

 To contact Gorton, email her at 
tigerlily5588@gmail.com. 

RENOVATION
Continued from Page 1
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TERRY GORTON

Top left: The living room is a cozy place to lounge, with a sectional sofa 
that Terry Gorton adjusted on her own to fit the space. Middle left: The 
view from the kitchen to the front door wasn’t always lovely, showing how 
Gorton opened up the living space. Above: AJ Gorton (right) helps the 
stone countertop installer.

Top right: Terry and AJ Gorton added French doors and built the deck that now provides outdoor living space 
used for dinner parties. Above: Before, the back of the home was boarded up and fostering weeds, not conversa-
tion.

EMILY WEST

TERRY GORTON

EMILY WEST

TERRY GORTON



CC

Fall 
Decor
Fall Accents
Furniture
Lamps
Candles
Gifts
Bath & Body  
Products

670 Main Street
Downtown Pleasanton 

925.462.0814

Clover Creek
Distinctive Gifts & Accessories

$5.00 OFF
With purchase of $20.00 or more.

With coupon. Excludes Sale Merchandise.

CCClover Creek
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The air is becoming crisp, colors are chang-
ing and cozy sweaters are starting to make 
their way back into your wardrobe’s rotation. 
Autumn has arrived, and its natural beauty 
shines radiantly to warm the heart and in-
spire fresh crafting ideas.

“This fall season, warm colors, rich textures 
and creative details stand out,” says Susan 
Atchison, manager of trend development for 
Jo-Ann Fabric and Craft Stores. “Interest in 
homemade crafts and do-it-yourself decorat-
ing projects has never been stronger.”

Clever crafts can help to create an autumn 
atmosphere that is simply elegant or pure 
fun for the family. When thinking about your 
fall DIY projects, try some of these ideas to 
capture your creative spirit when decorating 
your home or planning your next festive get-
together:

1. Fabulous fall decor with versatility and 
value

Start by decorating your table with excep-
tionally affordable wool felt. Available in 
plenty of mix-and-match autumn colors, felt 
can be sewn, glued, colored or cut — the sky 
is the limit.

One easy option that provides a beautiful 
visual presentation is to cut out shapes on a 
felt cloth. For example, draw scattered maple 
leaves all over two different colors of felt and 
cut out the pieces. Layer the two felt squares 
together on your table for a windblown, just-
fallen look.

What to do with the felt leaves you just cut 
out? Create a harvest-themed wreath with a 
classic yet contemporary look. Decorate an 
18-inch grapevine wreath with miniature 
lights, felt leaves and any other favorite fall 
items you have around your house or yard.

2. Classic adornments with surprising details
Need a great fall centerpiece? Rethink the clas-

sic pumpkin and try decorating with unique 
embellishments. For a beautiful fall-themed 
pumpkin, choose gold-toned wire and bend 
to create fun leaves and vines, attaching to the 
pumpkin’s top. If you’re looking for a Hallow-
een theme, decorate the face of the pumpkin 
with masks and feathers to create different 

characters like a witch, owl or masquerader.
One way to save money and create a cher-

ished piece of decor you can use year after 
year is to decorate a reusable pumpkin like 
Fun-Kins. These light artificial pumpkins are 
easy to work with and sure to become won-
derful works of art.

3. Fall food made fantastically fun
Food is a must at any fall gathering. When 

the temperature cools, many of us are turn-
ing on our ovens to bake delightful must-
taste treats. Rich and decadent brownies are 
tantalizing no matter what, but how about 
taking them a step further? Serve them 
kabob-style with marshmallows, fruit and 
a drizzle of icing to make them irresistible. 
Arrange on a tray for a beautiful presentation 
and watch them disappear in minutes.

If you’re looking for a dessert with a theme, 
use uniquely shaped silicone baking pans. 
Try baking brownies in a jack-o’-lantern muf-
fin pan. After they cool, pop them out, turn 
over and decorate their faces.

4. Double your fun with homemade cos-
tumes

If a costume party is in your future, you’ll 
need something fun that stands out. The 
homemade costume is officially back and al-
lows your creativity to shine. Brainstorm with 
your child to figure out what you both want 
to be for Halloween and then hit up a craft 
store to get the necessary supplies. What’s the 
newest trend for costumes? Two-in-one op-
tions that have the ability to quickly convert 
from one character to the next.

For example, a sparkling dress can serve as 
the base for both an astronaut and a robot. With 
simple accessories and removable changes, 
your little girl can attend one party as a robot 
and then zoom off to another as an astronaut. 
Plus this is a fun alternative to traditional girls’ 
costumes without losing the glitz. Reversible 
options also work for double-duty costumes. 
For example, try keeping one side of a cape 
black so you can be a witch and the other side 
gold. Add a feathered boa and you can become 
a queen in an instant.

—Courtesy of ARAcontent

Fall decor trends feature 
rustic charm with 

homespun elegance

Homemade costumes are back in style for Halloween, especially “two-in-one” types that allow 
the wearer to convert from one character to another. 
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 IN-STORE WATER TESTING

 WEEKLY POOL SERVICE

 EQUIPMENT INSTALLATION

 POOL REPAIRS

10% OFF
Next Purchase

Winterize your Pool Call or come by our store.
PLEASANTON POOL CENTER
5513 Sunol Blvd. Pleasanton

925.846.2789
www.PleasantonPoolCenter.comSome restrictions apply. Expires 12-31-09.

CA Lic#812768

To
ys   Chem ica l s   P a r t

s

Control & Entertainment
Systems for your Home
Base System includes

  Additional control available

Easy operation from the
Touchpanel, PC and iPhone

(925) 600-9680
www.thehomeworksgroup.com

Featuring the Series III

Home Manager System

Learn to be a master 
composter

There’s more to gardening than having a 
green thumb and sometimes good soil can 
make a big difference. 

Bay-Friendly Gardening, in partnership 
with StopWaste.org, is offering its annual 
master composter training program and is 
accepting applications for the 2010 class. 
The training is designed to enhance the skills 
of gardeners as well as community leaders, 
educators, environmentalists and recyclers. 

Upon learning compost science, soil health 
and natural gardening techniques, the master 
composters will then design and implement 
community outreach projects where they can 
share their newly-acquired knowledge. 

The idea is to spread the word to everyone 
from neighbors to workers and the young 
and old to reduce waste and preserve natural 

resources. 
Master composters can also earn college 

credit through Merritt College or continuing 
education and graduate-level classes at Cal State 
East Bay. Teachers can also benefit by being 
eligible for a $200 stipend toward composting 
activities in the classrooms and school gardens.

Materials included in the class are books 
“Bay Friendly Gardening Guide — from your 
backyard to the Bay” and the award-winning 
“Plants and Landscapes for Summer Dry Cli-
mates” as well as a T-shirt and tote bag. 

Classes are held Wednesday nights in 
Oakland from Feb. 3 through May 5. Apply 
online at www.bayfriendly.org or call 510-
444-SOIL. 

Applications are due by 5 p.m. Jan. 8. 
—Emily West

Bay-Friendly Gardening to teach training program

Start Right. Start Here.

WORKBENCH True Value Hardware 
1807 Santa Rita Rd, Suite N

Phone (925) 846-0660
www.truevalue.com

SALE ENDS NOVEMBER 30, 2009

999reg. 19.99 
2-Pack LED 
Flashlights

30-LED 2 "D" light and 9-LED 2 "AA" 
flashlight. 
E112 934 B4 Batteries included. While 
supplies last. 

999 reg. 15.99 
32-Gal. 
Trash Can

Snap-on lid stays tight and 
secure. Hunter green. 8-year 
warranty. W 824 466 F8 
While supplies last. 

299
reg. 4.99 12-Oz. Gaps 
& Cracks Foam Sealant

Fills, seals and insulates gaps, cracks 
or holes less than 1/2". 
P 806 638 B12 
While supplies last. 



For hours of operation, visit us at www.tubz.net.

Fremont - 400*
4840 Davenport Place

Fremont, CA 94538
510.770.8686

Sacramento - 200*
830 National Drive, Suite 120

Sacramento, CA 95834
916.575.9100

Oakdale - 100*
441 Gregor Road

Oakdale, CA 95361
209.845.9115

“Come put your tootsies in our Tubz”

 The Largest Selection of Whirlpool Bathtubs
 in a Single Showroom Anywhere in the World!

*Number of “hands-on/feet-in” tubz on display

Page 8  October 30, 2009  Fall Home & Garden
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ON THE 
TOWN

AMERICAN
Eddie Papa’s American Hangout
4889 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
469-6266. Winner of The Pleasanton 
Weekly’s Reader Choice Awards for 
“Best  American Food Restaurant” and 
“Best Meal under $20”, Eddie Papa’s 
American Hangout celebrates the 
regional food and beverage cultures 
of America. Bring the whole family to 
enjoy iconic dishes from across the 
United States, Old World Hospitality, 
and hand crafted artisan cocktails. 
www.eddiepapas.com

BARBECUE
Red Smoke Grill
4501 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 734-
0307. Home of the Tri Tip and Blue, Red 
Smoke Grill was Voted Reader’s Choice 
Best 2006, 2007, 2008. Dine in or 
take out rotisserie chicken, ribs, prawns, 
salads and tri tip, or pulled pork sand-
wiches. Relax with a beer or a bottle of 
wine. Visit www.redsmokegrill.com. 

BREWPUB/ALEHOUSE
The Hop Yard American 
Alehouse and Grill 
3015H Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
426-9600. Voted Best Watering Hole 
in Pleasanton, The Hop Yard offers 
30 craft beers on tap as well as great 
food. The full-service menu includes 
appetizers, salads and grilled fare that 
will bring you back time and again. 
Banquet facilities available. On the web 
at www.hopyard.com.

470 Market Place, San Ramon, 
277-9600. Featuring a giant 8-foot pro-
jection screen for major sporting events, 
they also feature 30 beers on tap and 
a great grill. Go in for the beer, go 
back for the food. More at 
www.hopyard.com.

CATERING
Pampered Palate Catering/
Girasole Grill
3180 Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton. 
925.484.1001. Pleasanton’s premier 
restaurant and catering company for the 
last 15 years. Family owned. Signature 
pastas, seafood and steaks. Full bar. 
Private banquet room. Reservations 
accepted. www.girasolegrill.com   

ITALIAN
Girasole Grill/Pampered Palate 
Catering
3180 Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton. 
925.484.1001. Pleasanton’s premier 
restaurant and catering company 
for the last 15 years. Family owned. 
Signature pastas, seafood and steaks. 
Full bar. Private banquet room. www.
girasolegrill.com

Pastas Trattoria
405 Main St., Pleasanton, 417-2222. 
Pastas Trattoria has been an elegant 
atmosphere and a one-of-a-kind menu. 
We feature steaks, seafood and our 
famous pasta, plus a superb selection 
of spirits and fine wines. Reserve our 
banquet facilities for large parties, up to 
70 guests. 

Buy (1) Brunch
Get the 2nd 50% Off

Bring this coupon to redeem

Sunday Champagne BrunchSunday Champagne Brunch
10:30 AM—1:30PM

For Reservations Please Call (925) 463-8000 or (925) 737-5630 

3037-G Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton (At Valley Ave in Hopyard Village)

925-485-4500
www.LaViteRestaurant.com

“THE EUPHORIA OF FINE ITALIAN FOOD.”

Open for Lunch and Dinner

15% discount - Lunch Only
one coupon per table limited to 6 guests.

Best Italian 
Restaurant!

2009

FAZ Danville
Saturday 

October 31st  
Dinner, Dance & 
Costume Contest 

9pm - 2pm

HALLOWEEN PARTY at FAZ 
FAZ PLEASANTON
FRIDAY OCT. 30TH

Happy Hour from 5-8 pm featuring food, 
drink specials and karaoke

8pm - 2am DJ Dance Party & Costume Contest

Join us in costume and receive 
10% OFF Dinner

Join us both nights and receive 
10% on Friday and 15% on Saturday

OFF Dinner

5121 hopyard road, pleasanton • 925.460.0444
600 hartz avenue, danville • 925 838 1320

www.fazrestaurants.com

3 Days & 2 Nights Vacation package 
Grand Prize for Best Costume both nights!

Chinese Szechuan
R E S T A U R A N T

Szechuan & Mandarin
Cuisine

LUNCH SPECIAL
OVER 50 ITEMS

STARTING AT 
$ 6.25!!

Since 1987

SERVED WITH SOUP, SALAD, EGG 
ROLL, FRIED WON TON & RICE 

(BROWN RICE AVAILABLE)

BANQUET ROOM AVAILABLE   •   CLOSED ON MONDAYS

3059 Hopyard Road #G Pleasanton (in Hopyard Village) 

620 MAIN STREET, PLEASANTON, CA 

846-4222

6:30am-2:30pm  

House of Omelettes

Deans
Cafe

To have your restaurant 
listed in this dining 

directory, please call 
the Pleasanton Weekly 
Advertising Department 

at (925) 600-0840
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310 Main Street
Pleasanton, California

www.staceyscafe.com

For Reservations: 925-461-3113

“A fun place to eat”
Downtown Pleasanton’s  
Favorite Local Eatery!

Join Stacey’s 
Wine Club
For information:
winewithstacey@
staceyscafe.com

VOTED 
BEST COSMO 

by Diablo 
Magazine

Something to crow about!

LIVE MUSIC & DANCING 
Every Friday & Saturday Night 

at The Farmer!

FRI 10/30 8-12pm ★ BELL BROTHERS

SAT 10/31 8-12pm ★ BUCK FORD ★ COUNTRY

FRI 11/06 8-12pm ★ MICHAEL PAUL BAND ★ NEW COUNTRY

At The Historic Pleasanton Hotel

In our Lounge For All Sporting Events.

5 Big Screen TVs

$ 2.00

DRAFT 
BEERS

NEW

!

925.399.6690
855 Main Street, Downtown Pleasanton ★ www.thefarmerrestaurant.com

Champagne Sunday Brunch!

Dining · Tavern · Dancing · Banquets · Weddings

Kids, 12 
and under

$12.95Sunday Dinner Buff et
$29.95

Rise & Shine! ★ Back by Popular Demand! 

Offer must be presented at time of purchase. Consumer must pay applicable sales taxes. © 2009 
Togo’s Franchised Eateries LLC. All rights reserved. We reserve the right to limit the use of certificates 

to one per person, per promotion. Any suspected misuse will result in immediate removal from 
future WorkPlace® Media programs. Not valid with any other offer. No cash value. Does not 

include gratuity. Distribution of this product is exclusive to WorkPlace® Media only. 
Certificate is void if altered, defaced, copied, transferred or sold through any 

on-line auction. Any misuse or theft of this product will result in 
legal prosecution. Expires 11/12/09

Offer available at these location(s) only: 
3120 SANTA RITA ROAD PLEASANTON, CA 94566

925-846-8646

5556 SPRINGDALE AVE. PLEASANTON, CA 94588
925-463-3090

Buy a Large Sandwich, Chips and Drink  
and Get a Free Regular Size Cold Sandwich

 Fish Tacos, 
   Chicken Mole and Don Pedro Dishes

Since 1981 in Downtown Pleasanton

El Portal Mexican Cafe

FREE LIGHT 
LUNCH

with purchase 
of any luncheon 
platter or dinner

exp 11-02-09

NOW OPEN! Livermore Location
580 and Airway in the Kittyhawk Plaza

350 Main Street (facing Angela St.)
Downtown Pleasanton

(925) 484-9646

HOURS: Sun–Thurs 11am–10pm 
Fri & Sat 11am–11pm

$1.00 OFF
With Purchase of $5.00 or More

Must present coupon. Cannot be combined 
with any other offer. 1 coupon per person. 

Expires 11-15-09

VIP MEMBERSHIP 
JOIN FOR FREE

1. Gift Card $5
2. Yogofina T-Shirt
3. Up to 12% Reward
 on every purchase at yogofina.  

FREE
FREE

3180 Santa Rita Rd. 
(925) 484-1001   

www.girasolegrill.com

“Fresh Italian with a California Attitude”

Happy Hour!
 4:30 - 6:30 Everyday!

◆ Cocktails  ....................... $3.00
◆ All Beer  ......................... $3.00
◆ Wines by the glass  ......... $3.75

◆ 2 ‘French Dip’ Sliders ..... $2.00
◆ 2 ‘White Castle’ Sliders .. $2.00
◆ Fresh Fried Zucchini ....... $2.00
◆ Prosciutto Wrapped 
   Asparagus  ...................... $4.00
◆ Stuffed Mushrooms ........ $2.00

Fresh Fried Zucchini

French Dip Sliders



Class Reunions
AVHS CLASS OF 2004 REUNION The 
graduating class of 2004 will have its 
five year reunion at 6 p.m. Nov. 27 at 
Barone’s Restaurant, 475 Saint John 
St. The evening will include appetiz-
ers, cocktails and dancing. RSVP by 
Nov. 13. Tickets are $50. Checks are 
payable to AVHS Class of 2004. Mail 
to 608 Abbie Court, Pleasanton, CA 
94566. Call 200-7440. 

Clubs
LIVERMORE AMADOR VALLEY GARDEN 
CLUB The Livermore Amador Valley 
Garden Club (LAVGC) meets Nov. 
12 at the Harvest Park Middle 
School auditorium, 4900 Valley Ave. 
The speaker will discuss daylillies. 
All levels of garden enthusiasts are 
welcome to attend. Call 461-1725 or 
visit www.orgsites.com/ca/lavgc. 

Concerts
THE GREAT AMERICAN SONGBOOK 
Broadway Chorus will perform “The 
Great American Songbook” at 8 p.m. 
Nov. 6 to 8 at the Amador Theater, 
1155 Santa Rita Road. Tickets are 
$10 to $18. Call 462-2121 or visit 
www.broadwaychorus.org. 

Events
BINGO WITH THE PLEASANTON 
SEAHAWKS BINGO with the 
Pleasanton Seahawks at Bingo 
Ranch, 3070 Pacific Ave., Livermore, 
takes place Oct. 31. Regular game 
pays $175 to $500. Doors open at 
4:30 p.m., BINGO starts at 6:30 
p.m. Buy in as little as $17. Must be 
18 years old to enter and play. 

BUSY BEES PRESCHOOL FALL 
FESTIVAL Busy Bees Preschool, 4300 
Mirador Dr., hosts a free fall festival 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Oct. 31. The 
free event will have games, prizes, 
arts and crafts, a kids cake decorat-
ing contest and cake walk. Bring 
cakes in by Oct. 30 to be judged. 

CAL FOOTBALL GAME VIEWING 
PARTY Tri-Valley Cal Alumni hosts 
a Game Viewing Party for the Cal 
at Arizona State game at 12:30 
p.m. Oct. 31 Redcoats Pub, 336 St. 
Mary St. No host food and bar. All 
Cal fans are welcome. 

ELECTRONIC WASTE RECYCLING 
FUNDRAISER FOR HART MIDDLE 
SCHOOL PFA Hart Middle School, 
4433 Willow Road, is hosting a 
drive-through electronic waste recy-
cling fundraiser from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Nov. 8. TVs, monitors, laptops 
and cell phones are free to recycle. 
CPUs, phones, printers, copiers, 
DVD or VCR players, fax machines, 
stereos or video games are $5 each 
to recycle. Call 200-8915. 

HALLOWEEN SPOOKTACULAR 
BREAKFAST  Families please 
come join Pleasanton Chapter’s 
Sweetheart Core at a Spooktacular 
Pancake Breakfast, 8 a.m.-12 p.m., 
Saturday, Oct. 31, Pleasanton 
Masonic Lodge, 3370 Hopyard 
Road, Pleasanton. Enjoy pan-
cakes, bacon, eggs, juice and fun! 
Costumes are welcome, we will 
have crafts and fun for the kids. 
Kids under 2 are free, 2-8 years $5, 
$8 general. Visit www.pleasanton-
demolay.com or call 556-3576. 

HERITAGE ESTATES HOLIDAY 
BOUTIQUE The residents at Heritage 
Estates Retirement Community, 900 
E. Stanley Blvd., Livermore, are hav-
ing a holiday boutique from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Nov. 6 and 7. The event 
will include hand-made crafts and 
home-baked goods. Call 518-5752 

THE GREATEST GENERATION 
RECEPTION The Rose Hotel, 807 Main 
St., will host World War II veterans 
and their families at The Greatest 
Generation reception in observance 
of Veterans Day, from 11:30 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Nov. 1. Call 846-8802. 

Fundraisers
ANIMAL LOVER’S BOUTIQUE Help Tri-
Valley animals while shopping for 
unique gifts for people and pets, 10 
a.m.-4 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 7, Feline 
Medical Center, 3160 Santa Rita Rd., 
Pleasanton. Proceeds will benefit the 
Just Like New Fund which assists with 
one-time emergency veterinary costs for 
sick or injured pets to prevent eutha-
nasia due to lack of funds. Visit www.
valleyhumane.org or call 484-1224. 

BREAK FOR GRAPES CHARITY EVENT 
Break for Grapes Charity Event ben-

efiting Oakland Children’s Hospital 
Oncology Department is Nov. 7 at 
Rodrigue Molyneaux Winery, 3053 
Marina Ave. Proceeds to benefit 
families whose children suffer from 
life-threatening and terminal can-
cer. Executive Chef Tracy Flores will 
be teaching two cooking classes at 
1:30 and 3 p.m. Call 447-4280 or 
visit www.rmwinery.com. 

CHUCKLES FOR CHARITY Four come-
dians will entertain from 7 to 9 p.m. 
Nov. 1 at Bunjo’s Comedy Club, 
6513 Regional St., Dublin. Proceeds 
to benefit the Arc of Alameda 
County, a nonprofit that provides life-
skills and vocational training to peo-
ple with developmental disabilities. 
Tickets are $10 for members and $20 
for non-members. Call 510-357-3727 
or visit www.arcalameda.org. 

Kids & Teens
FREE TEEN STRESS MANAGEMENT 
WORKSHOP Learn easy ways to cope 
with stress and live a more relaxed 
life from 2 to 4 p.m. Nov. 8 at the 
Pleasanton Library, 400 Old Bernal 
Ave. Call Jenny to register 600-9762 
ext. 7. Free snacks and Jamba Juice 
gift card. 
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ON THE TOWN ● CALENDAR

Garré Vineyards & Winery

All courses paired with 
Garré Wines

Call for reservations

925.371.8200
7986 Telsa Road Livermore
www. garrewinery.com

Winemaker’s Dinner
Friday, November 13th, 6:00 pm

$55 per person
$48 per wineclub member (special price)

2009

Early Dinner Special
(Served from 4-6 daily)

Any Large Two-Topping Pizza and a Pitcher of Soda for only $25.00 (plus Tax)
(Additional Toppings Available)

Dine-In Only

HUGE Halloween 
Costume PARTY

Live Music
.The Vices 
...Public Eye

LIVE MUSIC
Friday & Saturday, 

9 - Midnight

AU T H E N T I C
 H O M E - S T Y L E  I TA L I A N 

R E G I O N A L  C U I S I N E 
W I T H  A  R E F I N E D  F L A I R

270-0500  425-0099
680 Main Street 

Downtown Pleasanton

amaronepleasanton.com

What a surprise!

An Italian restaurant with 

an Italian Chef and Italian 

Management

20% OFF
Expires 11-8-09

Early Bird Specials
5pm - 6:30pm Everyday! 

INDIA GARDEN
Northern & Southern Indian Cuisine

Where taste and quality come together!

NOW OPEN!

20% OFF Take Out & Catering 
Please Call (925) 485-4800 • (510) 332-1074

210 Rose Avenue, Pleasanton
Formerly Claude & Dominiques

• FINE DINING
• FULL BAR
• CATERING
• WEDDINGS
• PARTIES

10% OFF 
Expires 11/30/09

Northern & Southern 
Indian Cuisine

INDIA GARDEN

10% OFF Dine In Only
Not applicable on buffet. One Coupon per table 

Expires 11/30/09

Northern & Southern 
Indian Cuisine

INDIA GARDEN

Lunch Buffet $9.99 Monday Thru Friday 
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Lectures
SLIPS, TRIPS, AND FALLS SEMINAR  
State Compensation Insurance Fund 
presents a free seminar focused on 
the prevention of slips, trips and falls 
in the workplace from 8:30 to 11:30 
a.m. Nov. 5 at 5890 Owens Drive. To 
register, contact Grace Virrey at 523-
5617 or visit the Seminars page at 
www.scif.com. 

Live Music
BUCK FORD PURE COUNTRY BAND 
Dance the night away to the classic 
country sounds of the Buck Ford Pure 
Country Band from 8:30 to 11 p.m. 
Oct. 31 at the Pleasanton Hotel, 855 
Main St. Visit www.buckford.com. 

On Stage
GIZMO GUYS Allan Jacobs and 
Barrett Felker, the Gizmo Guys, will 
juggle and make audiences laugh at 
SaturYAY! at 11 a.m. Nov. 7 at the 
Amador Valley Theater, 1155 Santa 
Rita Road. Tickets are $10, $14 and 
$18 for adults and $6, $10 and $14 
for children. Call 931-3444 or visit 
www.civicartstickets.org. 

Political Notes
TRI-VALLEY REPUBLICAN WOMEN 
MEETING Tri-Valley Republican Women 
will host nationally acclaimed author 
and political commentator Jack 
Cashill at a dinner meeting from 6:30 
to 9 p.m. Nov. 12 at Cattlemen’s 

Restaurant in Livermore. RSVP by 
Nov. 4. Call 846-5944 or visit www.
trivalleyrepublicanwomen.org. Cost is 
$26 for members and $30 for guests. 

Spiritual
CHORAL EVENSONG At 5:15 p.m. 
Nov. 8, St. Clare’s Episcopal 
Church, 3350 Hopyard Road, hosts 
a service of service of prayer and 
choral music. All are welcome. 

MASS OF REMEMBRANCE Remember 
and give thanks for people who have 
died at a Mass of Remembrance at 
7:30 p.m. Nov. 9 at St. Elizabeth 
Seton Church, 4001 Stoneridge Drive. 
Family and friends are invited to cher-
ish those loved ones and to honor 
their lives. 

ON THE TOWN ● CALENDAR

463-2150
6155 Stoneridge Drive, Suite 100, Pleasanton

(at the corner of Stoneridge & Franklin, between Hopyard & I-680)

Serving the Tri-Valley for 26 years

Creep on over to 
Foothill Optometric Group.

Don't go bump in the night!

YOUR FINANCIAL ADVISOR  
SHOULD BE MORE THAN JUST  
A NAME ON A STATEMENT…

Your Financial Advisor should be a trusted resource 
for you and your family…

 
a firm you can rely on to  

 

  Tom Powers, CFP®

925.275.1000
tpowers@calfinad.com

www.calfinad.com

Maloon, Powers, Pitre & Higgins, LLC 
Maloon, Powers, Pitre & Higgins, LLC is a Registered Investment Advisor

Securities offered through Financial Telesis Inc (Member FINRA/SIPC) CA Ins License 0766085

2303 Camino Ramon, Suite 250
San Ramon, CA 94583

CLOCK REPAIR
Free Estimates
Free Pick-up & Delivery in Tri-Valley

Timely Service

Byfield’s Clock Shop Call (925) 736-9165

A FREE Educational Seminar

7:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

Call 800.284.2878 or visit www.OurSanRamonHospital.com

If you have back pain, you’re not 
alone. Four out of five people will 
experience lower back pain sometime 
in their lives. If you have a dull or 
aching neck and back that causes 
numbness or “pins and needles” in 
your arms, legs, calves, or buttocks, 
you may have spinal stenosis or 
degenerative disc disease. Come to 
a free educational seminar to learn 
about these conditions and treatment 
options. Our back surgeon will discuss 
minimally invasive fusion techniques, 
artificial disc replacements, bone 
morphogenic protein (BMP), and non-
surgical treatments. He will also discuss 
when it is appropriate to consult a back 
surgeon for your neck and back pain.

GOT BACK PAIN? 
TREATMENTS FOR SPINAL STENOSIS  
& DEGENERATIVE DISC DISEASE 

SPEAKERS:

Spine Surgeon

Therapy Services Supervisor

SEMINAR LOCATION

South Conference Room
South Building
7777 Norris Canyon Road
San Ramon, CA 94583
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Parent photographers
Send a jpeg to Editor@PleasantonWeekly.com of the best action shot 
from our child’s game for consideration for our Sports page. Remember 
to include caption information: who, what, when, where—and the score.Sports

 

Come on out to 

Donlon Elementary

Tuesday, November 3rd : 7-9pm 

Walk up Registration Night –all ages!  

All 3 Little Leagues will be there.

What league should I contact?

American
www.pleasantonamerican.com

Foothill
www.pfl lonline.org

National
www.pnll.info

Sign ups have 

begun for 

Little League! 

Are you ready for some Baseball?

 The Ballistic United Soccer club 
is welcoming home one of its most 
well-known soccer players to come 
out of the league. 
 Kevin Crow is returning to Pleas-
anton where he spent his youth 
playing soccer, re-joining his old 
club in the newly created position 
of director of player and coach de-
velopment. 
 “This new role will enable BUSC 
to leverage Kevin’s rich and diverse 
professional soccer experiences and 
strong management skills to ac-
celerate club growth and success in 
the local, regional, and state soccer 
communities,” said Nandor Krause, 
president of the club.
 Crow will manage BUSC soccer 
operations, as well as establish a 
player and coaching development 
strategy. In this new role, he will 
be responsible for overseeing com-
petitive and recreational soccer pro-
grams and will help set and drive the 
vision and implementation of player 
and coaching training and develop-
ment strategies and programs.  
 A Bay Area native, Crow was a 
member of the Ballistic United Soccer 
Club and graduated from Amador Val-
ley High School in 1978. He attended 
San Diego State University where he 

played on the men’s soccer team from 
1979-1982 before graduating with a 
bachelor’s degree in finance. 
 His professional experiences in-
clude playing with the San Diego 
Sockers of the North American Soc-
cer League (NASL) and the Major 
Indoor Soccer League (MISL) where 
he won the Defender of the Year 
award in 1985, 1988, 1989, 1991 
and 1992.
 He was selected for the U.S. ros-
ter for the 1984 Summer Olympics 
Games and later played in World 
Cup 1986 qualifier matches. In 
1987, he played for the U.S. at the 
1987 Pan American Games and 
later played two world cup quali-
fiers in 1988.
 Crow also has had considerable 
business experience and success 
in professional soccer and in the 
private sector. In June 2002, Kevin 
became the general manager of the 
San Diego Spirit women’s soccer 
team, an interim coach, and later 
became the general manager of the 
San Diego Spirit of the Women’s 
United Soccer Association (WUSA) 
from 2001 to 2003. He was later 
elevated to the position of chief 
operating officer for the league.

—Janet Pelletier

 The Foothill Falcons will face 
Cal High tonight, coming off a sat-
isfying 41-37 win against Monte 
Vista High last weekend.
 The game was televised on 
ESPNU, a college channel of the 
sports network, and broadcast na-
tionally. Foothill quarterback Sean 
Mannion, who is headed to Oregon 
State University after he graduates 
next spring, had an outstanding 
evening up in Danville, passing for 
nearly 400 yards.
 The Falcons are 5-2 this season, 
with a 50-50 record in East Bay 
Athletic League play. The fifth win 
makes the team eligible for the 
playoffs, with the last games of 
the season scheduled against Cal 
High Friday, De la Salle Nov. 3 and 
Amador Valley Nov. 13. The first 
round of playoffs will be held Nov. 
20-21.
 The Amador Dons were also vic-
torious last weekend, triumphing 
over the California Grizzlies 35-24. 
Down 21-7 at the half, Amador 
came barreling back for the lead 
after a Cal fumble. Carson Stancil 
took the ball downfield 87 yards, 
then tossed it to Danny Petros to 

make it a one touchdown game. 
They would tie it up in the same 
quarter with Cal going on for a 
field goal in the fourth to go up by 

3. But it was Amador that dominat-
ed the final minutes of the game, 
scoring two more touchdowns.

—Janet Pelletier

Falcons face Cal High after 
weekend win over Monte Vista 

Amador Valley also victorious

CHRIS SCOTT  CALSPORTSPHOTO.COM

The Falcons beat Monte Vista last Friday night as QB Sean Mannon threw 
for 400 yards.

BUSC welcomes return of 
one of its best  

Kevin Crow returns as director of player 
and coach development



TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS GO TO FOGSTER.COM

fogster.com THE TRI-VALLEY’S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE
Fogster.com offers FREE* postings online and the opportunity for your ad to appear in print to more than 80,000 readers. 
You can log on to fogster.com 24/7, and your online ad starts immediately.

*Some ads require payment. Home Services and Mind & Body ads require contact with the customer service representative at 925-600-0840, Ext. 122.*Some ads require payment. Home Services and Mind & Body ads require contact with the customer service representative at 925-600-0840, Ext. 122.

BULLETIN
BOARD

115 Announcements
GAIN NATIONAL EXPOSURE 

Reach over 5 million young, active, 
educated readers for only $995 by 

advertising in 110 weekly newspapers 
like this one. Call Jason at 202-289-

8484. (AAN CAN)
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 

ADOPTION? Talk with caring agency 
specializing in matching 

Birthmothers with Families nationwide. 
LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7 

Abby’s One True Gift Adoptions 
866-413-6293 (AAN CAN)

CBTFibromyalgiaStressPainBLR/MFT
Fibromyalgia Pain Stress Mgmt
Livermore Lioness Club

120 Auctions
Nationwide Online Land Auction 

400+ Props. 168 Absolute. ALL 
Starting Bids: $100. REDC. View Full 

Listings. www.Auction.com/land  
(Cal-SCAN)

130 Classes & 
Instruction

 HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! 
Fast, Affordable & Accredited 

FREE Brochure. Call NOW! 
1-800-532-6546 Ext. 97 http://www.
continentalacademy.com (AAN CAN)

PALMISTRY CLASSES  
and READINGS 

www.palmistryschool.com, Parties 
and Events 925-2499154

133 Music Lessons
Freeman (Piano Lessons) 

Pleasanton (510)352-0546 MA
HARP LESSONS FOR ALL AGES 

Try Something New! 
Call Bennetta Heaton 

(925) 820-1169 
- located in Danville -
PIANO LESSONS 

Piano Lessons in Pleasanton. 
Call Courtney (925)600-1573

140 Lost & Found
found dog electronic collar

FOR SALE

SOLD

201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts
2 new STRUTS for 86-91 Honda Accord 
& Prelude - $70 for 2
BMW 1997 528i - $5,000 OBO

Car Attachment for pulling 93-02  
Saturn - $200

Folding Tow Hitch For towing  
any car with RV, etc. - $250

Honda 1990 Accord - $800.

Jayco 2006 EAGLE 29 RLTS 
5Th wheel RV, 33 feet, 6 persons, 

fast sale crisis price $4500, contact: 
a93muc7@gmail.com / 7029914248

Porsche 2005 Boxster S - $31,000
Toyota Pickup 1990 Extra-Cab - $3600

202 Vehicles Wanted
Donate Vehicle 

Receive $1000 Grocery Coupons, 
Your Choice. Noah’s Arc, No Kill 

Animal Shelters. Advanced Veterinary 
Treatments. Free Towing, IRS Tax 

Deduction. Non-Runners.  
1-866-912-GIVE. (Cal-SCAN)

Donate Your Car 
Children’s Cancer Fund! Help Save 

A Child’s Life Through Research and 
Support! Free Vacation Package. Fast, 

Easy & Tax Deductible.  
Call 1-800-252-0615. (Cal-SCAN)

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques
Antique - Mahogany End Table - $100.00
Antique Oak Wash Stand - $150.00
Royal Doulton figurine - $35

220 Computers/
Electronics
Panasonic TV - $30
Trutech 27” Television For Sale - $50.00

240 Furnishings/
Household items
EthanAllen FrenchStyleARMCHAIRS - $650
3 piece kitchen carving set - $10
9 drawers dresser - $40
9 drawers dresser - $40
DINING ROOM TABLE - $ 750.00
Gorgeous CHAIRS & OTTOMANS, 4 SE
IKEA - Black IDBYN Table & Stool - $125
IKEA - EKTORP Chair - (Blue & Wh - $275
LEATHER COUCH - $ 175.00
NICE SETEE- LOUNGE - $275.00
Recliner - $35
Recliner - $30
Rolling Chair - $35
WOOD BOXES - $75.00

245 Miscellaneous
Dish Network 

$19.99/mo. Why Pay More for TV? 
100+ Channels - FREE! 4-Room Install 

- FREE! HD-DVR Plus $600 Sign-up 
BONUS. Call Now! 1-866-747-9773. 

(Cal-SCAN)
2 Nice Ikea trash bins - $4 each
Britannia Painting Company
Classic Decorating Ebook - $12.99
Cottage Style Decorating - $16.95
Non-stick stove top grill - $20
Organizer - $6
RED WORMS FOR COMPOSTING - $25.00
Staging The Home For Fall - $14.99
Timeless Elegance Ebook - $12.99
ULTRALIGHT 18” WHEELCHAIR Almost 
- $150

260 Sports & 
Exercise Equipment
LaCrosse Sticks - $35. & $45

KID STUFF

330 Child Care 
Offered
Au Pairs / Great Childcare

345 Tutoring/
Lessons
English Tutor - $30 hourly
Flute Lessons for all ages
French Tutor - $30 hourly

Math & Chemistry Tutoring 
Retired Scientist enjoying TUTORING 
High School & College STUDENTS 

in algebra, geometry, pre-calculus & 
chemistry. 

 CALL DOUG @ 925-858-5842

Math Tutoring 
High School math and English tutor-
ing: Alg., Geo., Pre-Calc., English. 
Strive for academic success. Ret. 

teacher, Cal. credential.  
925-462-3807

350 Preschools/
Schools/Camps
Open House

355 Items for Sale
Adjustable booster & step - $6

EMPLOYMENT

500 Help Wanted

Wonderful Pre-School Needs 
Teacher’s Assistant 

Small private school has an 
immediate opening for a part-time 
(8:30am to 2.30pm/M-F) teacher’s 
assistant.  Our program provides  

a nurturing and secure environment.  
Experience with children required. 

Compensation: upon request 
Email:  

TorahAcademy@chabadgsb.com

550 Business 
Opportunities

All Cash Vending 
Be Your Own Boss! Your Own Local 

Vending Route. Includes 25 Machines 
and Candy for $9,995. MultiVend LLC, 

1-888-625-2405. (Cal-SCAN)

560 Employment 
Information

$$$HELP WANTED$$$ 
Extra Income! Assembling CD cases 

from Home! No Experience Necessary! 
Call our Live Operators Now! 1-800-
405-7619 EXT 2450 http://www.
easywork-greatpay.com (AAN CAN)

Attn: Computer Work 
Work from anywhere 24/7. Up to 
$1,500 Part Time to $7,500/mo. 
Full Time. Training provided. www.

KTPGlobal.com or call 1-800-330-8446. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Available to Travel? 
Over 18? Earn Above Average $$$ 

with Fun Successful Business Group! 
No ExperienceNecessary. 2wks Paid 

Training. Lodging, Transportation 
Provided. 1-877-646-5050. (Cal-SCAN)

Cable Line Installer 
Job in growthindustry. Paid training, 

great benefits, vacation. No experience 
needed. HS grads ages 17-34. Call 
Mon-Fri 1-800-345-6289. (Cal-SCAN)

EARN $75 - $200 HOUR 
Media Makeup Artist Training. Ads, TV, 

Film, Fashion. One week class. 
Stable job in weak economy. Details at 
http://www.AwardMakeUpSchool.com 

310-364-0665 (AAN CAN)
Engineering Trainees 

Earn while you learn, no experience 
needed. Good pay, benefits, vacation, $ 
for school. HS grads ages 17-34. Call 
Mon-Fri 1-800-345-6289. (Cal-SCAN)

Heavy Equipment Training 
Learn to operate bulldozer, backhoe, 
loader, motor grader, excavator. Job 
placement assistance. Call 888-210-
4534. Northern California College of 

Construction. www.HEAVY4.com promo-
code: NCPA1. (Cal-SCAN)

Petroleum Supply 
Keep Army NationalGuard’s Watercraft, 
Aircraft, Trucks & Tanks rolling! Expand 

skills through paid career training. 
Part-time work. Full-time benefits. 

www.NationalGuard.com/careers or 
1-800-GO-GUARD. (Cal-SCAN)

BUSINESS
SERVICES

624 Financial
Get Out of Debt 

in Months! Avoid Bankruptcy. Not a 
high priced consolidation company or 

a consumer credit counseling program. 
Free consultation CREDIT CARD RELIEF 

1-866-475-5353. (Cal-SCAN)

645 Office/Home 
Business Services

Classified Advertising 
In 240 Cal-SCAN newspapers for 

the best reach, coverage, and price. 
25-words $550. Reach 6 million 

Californians! FREE email brochure. Call 
(916) 288-6019. www.Cal-SCAN.com 

(Cal-SCAN)
Display Advertising 

In 140 Cal-SDAN newspapers state-
wide for $1,550! Reach over 3 million 
Californians! FREE email brochure. Call 
(916) 288-6019. www.Cal-SDAN.com 

(Cal-SCAN)
News Release? 

Cost-efficient service. The California 
Press Release Service has 500 current 

daily, weekly and college newspaper 
contacts in California. FREE email 

brochure. Call (916) 288-6010. www.
CaliforniaPressReleaseService.com 

(Cal-SCAN)
Tax Relief! 

Do You Owe Over $15,000 in BACK 
TAXES? Need to Settle State, Business, 

Payroll Tax Problems, Eliminate 
Penalties, Interest Charges, Wage 

Garnishments, Tax Liens! Call American 
Tax Relief 1-800-496-9891. FREE, 

Confidential, No obligation, consulta-
tion. (Cal-SCAN)

HOME 
SERVICES

715 Cleaning 
Services

Jacobs Green Cleaning 
General household cleaning 
SF, Marin, South & East bay 

$25.00 off with mention of ad  
510-303-8954 

726 Decor & Drapery
Changing Spaces 

ReDesign,Staging & Color Consults 
4 any budget. jillldenton.com 

925.998.7747

741 Flooring/
Carpeting

Cal Floors-Hardwood Floors 
SAVE BIG on ALL our flooring services.
For a QUICK QUOTE call 415-706-7199 

or call925-954-5012

751 General 
Contracting

Calhoun Construction 
Full Service General Contractor: 

Specializing in small jobs! Remodels 
of kitchens, baths. Additions, Custom 

Sheds, electrical work plumbing, 
tile,trim carpentry , window and door 

installation. Low overhead -very compet-
itive rates. 925-330-0965 Lic #899014

757 Handyman/
Repairs

yw
e

–– Affordable Home Repairs ––
www.A-ZCompleteHomeRepairs.net

A-Z COMPLETE HOME REPAIRS

925-989-6179/510-733-5582

759 Hauling
Hauling & Cleanup Service 

Residential/Commercial*Yard & Garage 
Clean-Up,Dump Runs Appl & Furn , 

construction demo removal. Low Rates/
Free Est 925-899-5655 

771 Painting/
Wallpaper

*JOE’S PAINTING & HANDYMAN* 
Free Est. / Reasonable Prices 

No Job Too Small!!! 
925-200-7333 Lic#624542

801 Apartments/
Condos/Studios
Alamo, 2 BR/2 BA - $1300

Pleasanton, 1 BR/1 BA - $975

805 Homes for Rent
ALL AREAS - HOUSES FOR RENT 
Browse thousands of rental listings 

with photos and maps. Advertise your 
rental home for FREE! Visit: http://www.

RealRentals.com (AAN CAN)
www.FirstStepEquity.com 

Lease a home with the option to buy. 
Choose through thousands of 

properties from our nationwide data-
base. Pictures included!! Call for more 

information (805) 683-8600  
(AANCAN)

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms

ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES.COM 
Browse hundreds of online listings with 
photos and maps. Find your roommate-
with a click of the mouse! Visit: http://

www.Roommates.com. (AAN CAN)

850 Acreage/Lots/
Storage

Foreclosed Online Home Auction 
800+ Homes. BIDS OPEN 11/16/09. 
Open House: November 7, 14 & 15. 

View Full Listings & Details www.
Auction.com REDC. Brkr 01093886. 

(Cal-SCAN)
Montana State Land Sale 

Over 50 tracts: 20-1000 Acres Pine 
ridges, grassy meadows, mtn. views, 

huge elk & deer area. Great bird 
hunting. Federal lands accessible. 20 
Acres w/ Utilities- $39,900 New Cabin 

on 20 Acres- $79,900 160-1000 
Acres- $625/Acre. Great financing 
available. Call 888-361-3006 www.
WesternSkiesLand.com (Cal-SCAN)

REAL ESTATE
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Personal Training

REAL ESTATE
Mike Fracisco
REALTOR

® 
DRE#01378428

Fracisco Realty & Investments
Residential, Commercial  
& Property Management

direct: 925-998-8131
www.MikeFracisco.com

direct: 925-426-3886
cell: 925-487-1427
e-mail: mrtonyleavens@msn.com
www.tonyleavens.com

Tony 
Leavens
REALTOR®

Hometown 
GMAC Real 

Estate

NEED HELP
 WITH QUICKBOOKS?

No job too big or too small!!!
Over 23 years experience 

in all aspects of bookkeeping.

Call Linda 925.918.2233

Accounting/Bookkeeping

INVESTMENT 
REAL ESTATE 

COMPANY
Mike Carey, Broker 
925.963.0569 Cell

John DeMarinis
Realtor
925.984.1867
510.681.3215 cell
jdemarinis@windermere.com
www.JohnDemarinis.com

DO YOU HAVE HEARTBURN 
RELATED TO GASTROESOPHAGEAL 

REFLUX DISEASE (GERD)?
Do you take medication twice a day for it?

West  Coas t  Resea r ch  LLC
925-413-1451

Local physicians are participating in a research study 
that will help determine if an investigational medication 

can control your heartburn related to GERD.

If you qualify, you will receive study care and study 
medication at no cost.  Financial compensation for time 

and travel may be provided.

If you have GERD related heartburn that is 
controlled by taking medication twice a day, you 

may qualify for this study. To learn more, call:

Research Study

Pleasanton  Weekly
Marketplace

CATHERINE HANSEN RUSH

General Contacting

NASTY GROUT
“MAGICALLY RESTORED”

GROUT WIZARD®
(925) 866-5000

GROUT WIZARD®

Tired of Moldy, Missing, Dirty, Cracked 
Grout? We will Clean, Seal, Repair, Re-
Grout, Change Grout Color, Re-Caulk 

and Eliminate Mildew.
FREE ESTIMATES 

10% OFF YOUR JOB WITH THIS AD

PET OF THE WEEK
Happy Howl-o-ween
Meet Emmett, a 17 pound Corgi mix-breed who loves treats 
and probably knows a trick or two. Here you see Emmett’s 
serious side. After all, trick or treating is serious business! See 
www.tvar.org for some photos of Emmett with a happy smile 
on his face. Emmett is black and tan with a little gray in the 
muzzle and he has a sweet disposition. Emmett is neutered 
and he is approximately 6 years old. Emmett enjoys going for 
walks, knows sit, loves cookies and is sure to make someone 
a faithful companion for years to come. Visit Emmett (pet 
#89247) at the East County Animal Shelter, 4595 Gleason 
Drive in Dublin, open daily from 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Call 
803-7040. Remember to keep chocolate away from your pets 
on Halloween. It is important to know that chocolate can be 
toxic, and sometimes even fatal, for animals. 

For Market Place Ads Contact Karen 

(925) 600-0840 x122
kklein@pleasantonweekly.com

TAKE US ALONG
Cruisin’ 
with the 
Weekly
Dan, Janeen, 
Andrew 
and Robbie 
Brumm 
packed the 
Weekly on 
their cruise 
through the 
Mexican 
Riviera. In 
total, 14 trav-
eled on the 
family vaca-
tion.

Real Estate
OPEN HOME GUIDE AND REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

OPEN HOMES THIS WEEKEND

Dublin
3 BEDROOMS

3266 Westport Way  $600,000
Sun 1-4 Hometown GMAC 998-9692
4366 Westport Way $600,000
Sun 1-4 Hometown GMAC 426-3811

Livermore
2 BEDROOMS

Pleasanton
3 BEDROOMS

3044 Casadero Court  $499,950
Sun 1-4  Coldwell Banker 847-2200
3634 Reflections Drive  $499,950
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 251-1111
383 Christina Court  $699,000
Sun 1:30-4:30  Alain Pinel Realtors 251-1111
4496 Desertwood Place $749,000
Sat/Sun 1-4  Prudential CA 858-4198

4 BEDROOMS

2924 Amoroso Court  $1,100,000
Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 847-2200

1212 Barlett Place $1,135,000
Sun 1-4 Hometown GMAC 426-3811
8286 Regency Drive  $1,398,000
Sun 1-4  Prudential CA 463-9500
3504 Ovella Way $1,550,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 202-6898
9663 Crosby Drive  $1,998,000
Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 251-2585
4379 Clovewood Lane  $675,000
Sun 1-4 Hometown GMAC 426-3888
3825 Cheshire Court  $755,000
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 251-1111
2449 Raven Road  $789,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Barbagelata  415-652-4404

5 BEDROOMS

1531 Honeysuckle Court  $2,199,000
Sun 2-5 Alain Pinel Realtors 251-1111
3314 Arbor Drive $939,000
Sun 1-4  Valley Brokers 437-5830

San Leandro 
5 BEDROOMS

1307 Wayne Avenue  $449,000
Sun 1-4  Alain Pinel Realtors 846-6500

San Ramon
4 BEDROOMS

4055 Marblehead Court  $1,079,000
Sat 1-4  Hometown GMAC 426-3858 
1100 Canyon Green Drive  $879,500
Sun 2-5  J. Rockcliff Realtors 683-5165

173 Heligan Lane #2 
$368,800
2 BD/ 2 BA
Sat 12-3
Hometown GMAC
Louise Davis
200-2457
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Getting to know your 
Local Real Estate Agents

We asked your agents:  What is your favorite Halloween candy?

Miniature Candy Bars

Anni Hagfeldt 
519-3534

Alain Pinel Realtors
www.annihagfeldt.com

Miniature Almond Joys

Jan Pegler 
519-1455

Prudential California Realty
jan.pegler@prurealty.com

Candy Corn

Louise Davis 
426-3834

Hometown GMAC
www.louisedavis.com

Candy Corn

Delores Gragg
462-2222

Hometown GMAC
www.deloresgragg.com

Asparagus or Butterfi nger

Pat Griffi n 
426-3844

Hometown GMAC
www.hometowngmac.com/hpgriffi n

Snickers

Cathy Dean and Kari Wahl 
200-4130

J Rockcliff Realtors
www.cdeanhomes.com

Anything Chocolate

Joanne Durso 
730-4006

RE/MAX Accord
www.jdurso.com

Next issue 11/20 we ask the agents: “What are you thankful for?”

Nestle Crunch

Julia Korpi 
463-6135

Prudential California Realty
www.juliakorpi.com

Agents, please 
contact Andrea at 

600-0840 x110 to be 
included next 

month!
 

Anything Without Coconut or Nuts

Melisa Mazotti 
580-2777

V.P. of Tucker Associates
www.melisamazotti.com

Butterfi nger

Cindy Gee 
463-9500

Prudential California Realty
cindy.gee@prurealty.com
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SANTA BARBARA ARCHITECTURE

PLEASANTON
655 EAST VINEYARD AVE       $4,695,000             
Fabulous 20+ acre parcel w/ 8090 +/- sq  custom 
home. 14.8 acres of income producing Chardon-
nay grapes. Part of Ruby Hill Vineyard Estates. 

Carol Cline, CRS            925.648.5415

GOLDEN EAGLE ESTATES

PLEASANTON
8044 GOLDEN EAGLE WAY   $3,187,000                   
Designer features throughout w/ extensive use of 
cherry wood, stone & more. Truly elegant. Level 
park-like backyard with pool, spa, lrg grass area.

Peggy Cortez                 925.648.5454

GORGEOUS GATED HILLTOP ESTATE 

PLEASANTON
2801 GRAY FOX COURT          $2,450,000           
Panoramic views, 1.91 acres of privacy. Resort-like  
backyard w/ pool, spa, swim up bar, barbeque, 
palm trees. See details: www.2801GrayFox.com

Phyllis & Carolyn Weiner    925.872.1416

18TH GREEN & 10TH FAIRWAY

PLEASANTON
860 CASTLEWOOD PL             $1,995,000          
Beau ful custom home built in 1996 by Sterling 
Builders! Incredible views & loca on, above the 
18th Green and 10th Fairway of the hill course! 

Bryan Cra                     925.855.4141

108 AC. FENCED RANCH 

LIVERMORE
MORGAN TERRITORY RD        $1,850,000       
Picturesque, Pano Views. 3 Bd Home w/ 20x20 
Bonus Rm, Six Stall Barn, Tack Room, 120’x300’ 
Arena, Wells/ Springs, 1/4 Mile Road to Poss. 

The Nagle Team                                925.736.4155

REMARKABLE HOME

PLEASANTON
3737 NICOLE AVENUE             $1,495,000 
Everything top of the line. Gorgeous private 1/2 
acre lot w/ gated pool, spa, basketball, gazebos, and 
your own vineyard w/well.

Phyllis & Carolyn Weiner     925.872.1416

GREAT FOR ENTERTAINING

PLEASANTON
3249 ARBOR DR                          $949,950
4 bd, 2.5 ba home on a huge lot of almost 13,000 
sq ! Several outdoor pa os great for entertaining 
or relaxing. 

Tonni Chandler              925.788.7788

6 HORSE STALLS

LIVERMORE
1441 CALVARY LN                     $1,300,000       
located near the heart of Livermore. Just 
minutes away from Shopping, fine dining, 
schools, and the newly renovated Downtown.

Staci Armario Tate       925.251.2526

CUSTOM HOME   

PLEASANTON
850 CONCORD ST                        $759,000 
CUSTOM Home situated on almost 1/4 acre. Gran-
ite kitchen, pool, me culous landscape designed by 
local nursery. 

EMILY HUNTER             925.785.3795

POOL & SPA

LIVERMORE
DECKER LANE                             $695,000 
Corner lot with enjoyable privacy. Beauty inside with 
tasteful flooring, kitchen overlooks the backyard. 
pool and spa are the place to rest.

SHARON WILLIAMS     925.583.2181

POSSIBLE IN LAW UNIT    

LIVERMORE
140 LEE AVE                                  $474,000
This amazing home has been lovingly cared 
for. Loaded with updates throughout includ-
ing kitchen & baths. Close to all conveniences.

TOM E. CHANCE           925.487.6360

OPEN SUN 1 4

PLEASANTON
9663 CROSBY DRIVE              $1,998,000 
This stunningly beau ful, totally custom home 
is located on the desirable West side of Pleas-
anton. The finest materials and workmanship. 

Phyllis & Carolyn Weiner    925.872.1416

MAGNIFICENT VIEWS  

LIVERMORE
3615 CALDEIRA                       $2,998,000         
Custom built estate surrounded by your own Pe te 
Sirah vineyard. Enjoy magnificent views filled with 
vines & hills galore.

Peggy Cortez                 925.648.5454

DIAMOND IN THE ROUGH

PLEASANTON
607 BLOSSOM CT                      $985,000
This 3, 955 sq. . single level home on a prime 
3/4 acre lot is ready for a complete makeover, 
and priced right to help you make that happen. 

Phyllis & Carolyn Weiner    925.872.1416

GORGEOUS, REMODELED 

PLEASANTON
3522 KINGS CANYON CT          $629,950 
1-Story home. Formal dining & living rooms. Fam-
ily room & spacious ea ng area. Kitchen w/granite.
Large Swimming Pool & pa o area for entertaining.

MARGARITA CAVALIERI 925.583.2181

NO REAR NEIGHBORS  

LIVERMORE
1448 PEACHTREE CMN              $315,000
Located in the Beau ful Heather Glen Townhome 
Complex. Impeccably Maintained and Cared for Home. 
Beau fully Remodeled Kitchen and Master Bath.

MICHAEL SWIFT           925.251.2588
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PLEASANTON  90 0 Main Street

925.846.6500
www.blaiselofland.com

blaise@blaiselofland.com

apr.com

BRIDLE CREEK
902 SUMMIT CREEK COURT, PLEASANTON

Wow! Highly upgraded Premier Model on premium elevated .34 acre 
lot. Expansive views of Pleasanton Ridge. Over $400K in front and rear 
yard landscaping! Built by Greenbriar Homes. Beautifully landscaped 
private rear yard with built-in pool, separate built-in spa, travertine/
Napa Stone patios and outdoor kitchen. Four bedrooms + bonus room 
and formal office, three bathrooms. Approx. 3,445 sq. ft. Gourmet 
kitchen with granite countertops. Custom limestone flooring, crown 
moulding, plantation shutters, and custom built-ins. Close to downtown, 
Castlewood Country Club, Oak Hills Shopping Center, and Mission 
Hills Park. OFFERED AT $1,495,000

CASA DE CAIAFIA
5464 BLACK AVENUE, PLEASANTON

Custom builder meets Casa de Caiafia!!!  Three bedrooms, two and 
a half bathrooms.  Remodeled kitchen with granite countertops 
and stainless steel appliances. Approximately 1,330 square feet. 
Upgraded bathrooms. Custom tile flooring, crown molding, 
upgraded baseboards. Large master with walk-in closet and balcony. 
Two  car garage. Great location! Walk to Downtown!
OFFERED AT $429,500

1307 WAYNE AVENUE, SAN LEANDRO
Five bedroom, three bath home. Approximately 1,795 square 
feet. Great for larger family! Separate living and family rooms. 
Central heat. New carpet. Newer dual pane windows. Private rear 
yard with fruit trees, newer perimeter fencing and new rear deck. 
Two car garage. 
OFFERED AT $449,000

SAN LEANDRO
OPEN SUNDAY 1-4

Doug Buenz

Office  
925.251.1111 

Direct 
925.463.2000 

680Homes.com

apr.com | PLEASANTON | 900 Main Street 925.251.1111

Expert real estate services

5 Things We Know about the Pleasanton Real Estate Market
The latest from The 680 Blog

Go to 680Homes.com for more information on these homes and other properties.

Recent Pending & Sold Homes
815 Tunbridge Rd ...................$1,195,000
560 Rosso Ct..............................$960,000
2782 Calle Alegre ....................$1,000,000
5769 San Carlos Way .................$699,900
2824 Foothill Oaks Ter ...........$1,640,000
5682 Sunset Creek Ct .............$1,445,000
9459 Blessing Dr .....................$1,549,500
315 Golden Grass Dr ..............$1,645,000

I can sell your home too! 
Call me today!

 The Pleasanton CA real estate market has seen quite a year. 
We have seen the market go from a deep slumber in January 
to a nice run beginning in April, to down right hot in some 
neighborhoods, mostly in the lower price ranges. Here are 5 
things we know about the Pleasanton housing market right 
now:

 1. Inventory is low, and likely to stay that way. Inventory 
is at a very low level, with around 150 homes on the market. 
Most of these homes (well over half ) are priced over $1 mil-
lion. Many sellers have not been willing to sell at the current 
price levels, so they opt to postpone their move or rent their 
home out instead. 

 2. No new construction on the horizon. Pleasanton does 
not have a large inventory of developable land, so don't expect 
to see an ample supply of new homes any time soon. And the 
mood of the city has been mostly "no growth" for the past 

several years. As a result, the Pleasanton housing stock is older 
than what you find in Dublin and San Ramon. 

 3. Pleasanton has fewer foreclosures compared to other Tri-
Valley cities. It's not because Pleasanton residents are smarter, 
or more principled (although many might argue that point). 
It is mostly due to #2 above. Fortunately, Pleasanton does not 
have hundreds of homes built between 2004 and 2007 like 
Dublin and San Ramon. Homes of this age are almost auto-
matically under water, and are a much greater risk of becoming 
a short sale or foreclosure.

4. Pleasanton is still a premium destination.  
Great schools, clean neighborhoods, abundant parks, great 
transportation, and a charming downtown. We are still seeing 
a steady migration from >>Go to www.680homes.com to 
read the rest of this article.

Bridle Creek Area. 5 BR + 
Office, 5½ BTH, gourmet 
granite/cherry/stainless 
kitchen, .47 acre lot, luxurious 
master suite, & more!

$1,469,000

PENDING SALE!

Newer luxury 5 BR, 4 BTH 
single story home on prime 
.31 Acre cul-de-sac lot with 
hardwood floors, granite/
cherry/stainless kit, and more!  

$1,459,000

POOL & SPA!

Room to grow!  5 BR, 2 BTH 
detached home, approx  
2600 sq ft, with huge family 
room, private yard, and  
excellent location close to  
award winning schools!  

$639,900

GREAT VALUE!

Fabulous 4 BR, 2½ BTH home 
with remodeled granite kitchen, 
hardwood floors, and prime cul-
de-sac lot with sparkling pool!  

$759,000

POOL & SPA!

The #1 Resale Team in Pleasanton and Ruby Hill

Fran & Dave 
Cunningham
925-202-6898

DRE License #01226296 & 00930892

Donna  
Garrison

925-980-0273
DRE License #01735040

Johnson-Abarta
925-989-6844
DRE License #01361703

Susan  
Schall

925-397-4244
DRE License #01713497

We have a qualified buyer looking for a 5,000- 7,000 sq.ft. 
home, 4 BR, pool/spa and private location. If you are  

thinking about selling soon, please give us a call.KW Broker DRE License #01395362

NEW LISTING! French Country style home, 3,851 sq. ft. 5 BR, 3 BA, with beautiful pool and 
hot tub in the backyard. Call for price OPEN SUN 1-4

Gorgeous 4 BR, 4 ½ BA, 4,339 sq. ft. townhome with views! Low maintenance country club living in 
Ruby Hill! Offered at $1,550,000 OPEN SUN 1-4



PLEASANTON  |  900 Main Street   925.251.1111     LIVERMORE  |  2300 First Street   925.583.1111

apr.com

Thinking of sel l ing your home?
Let Alain Pinel Realtors l ist  your property.
We have qualif ied buyers.  Contact us today.

PLEASANTON $2,199,000
JUST REDUCED!Stunning Custom Home 
in Golden Eagle Estates nestled on 1 acre+/- 
featuring a backyard paradise with a pool 
backing to open space and incredible views 
of the TriValley. 1531 Honeysuckle Ct.

SUSIE STEELE OPEN SUN 2-5

PLEASANTON $1,699,999
5bd/4.5ba beautiful custom home in 
desirable Kottinger Ranch.Panaromic 
views,large backyard, pool,and more. A 
must see. 

ANNI HAGFELDT BY APPT.

PLEASANTON $1,495,000
$400K +/- in extensive improvements. 
5bd 3ba, Gourmet kitchen, custom floor-
ing, Beautifully landscaped, built in 
pool,spa, Travertine/Napa stone patios/
outdoor kitchen and more! 

BLAISE LOFLAND  BY APPT

PLEASANTON  $1,459,000
THIS IS IT! Rarely available luxury single 
story, .32+/-acre lot, 5bd/4ba, granite/
cherry/stainless kitchen w/island, design-
er carpeting. Better than New!

DOUG BUENZ BY APPT

PLEASANTON $1,399,000
Immaculate, Expansive, 5bd, 3.5 
ba, 3991+/-sf home situate on .76+/-
acre lot. Numerous upgrades. Go to 
www.2303Gloria.com. Too Much to List! 

SALLY MARTIN BY APPT

PLEASANTON $755,000
Desirable Pleasanton, 4bd, 2.5ba, prime 
court location, 2150sf+/-living space, large 
8197sf+/-lot, updated kitchen, w/granite 
counters, hardwood floors, roof 2009, exte-
rior paint 2009 & more! 3825 Cheshire Ct.

JOYCE JONES OPEN SUN 1-4

PLEASANTON   $499,950
Beautiful single story home close to 
Downtown Pleasanton. This proper-
ty has 3bd/2ba. Upgraded to perfec-
tion. www.3634reflections.com 3634 
Reflections Dr

MARK LAFFERTY OPEN SUN 1-4PM

PLEASANTON $429,500
3bd/2.5ba.Remodeled kitchen, granite 
counters, stainless appliances, 1330+/-sf. 
Custom tile floors, crown molding, mas-
ter w/balcony, walk to downtown. 
 

BLAISE LOFLAND BY APPT

PLEASANTON $419,000
Rare Fairlands Park 4 BR, 2.5 B,new paint, 
carpet & flooring. Indoor laundry, spa-
cious master suite with double closets. 
Private patio & carport.    

MOXLEY TEAM BY APPT

PATTERSON $194,900
Move in condition,5bd/3ba,two tone 
paint,extra large family room,bed 
and bath on main level,spacious 
bedrooms,finished landscape,move in 
condition, great value. 

ROBIN YOUNG BY APPT

PLEASANTON $699,000
3BD,2B, 1,204SF home on 21,000 SF lot. 
Possible second home on lot or possibil-
ity to sub-divide lot. Close to freeways 
and downtown Pleasanton. 383 Christina 
Ct.

MOXLEY TEAM OPEN SUN 1:30-4:30

LIVERMORE $669,950
Beautiful 4bd/3ba, 2539+/-sf home. Full 
bedroom and bath downstairs. Kitchen 
updated with granite counters, stain-
less appliances, ceramic tile flooring. 
Refreshing pond in backyard. 

KAREN CROWSON BY APPT

SAN RAMON $639,900
Room to grow in this charming 4 BR 
home. Hardwood floors, sunny upgraded 
kitchen, large master suite with upgraded 
bath. 

DOUG BUENZ BY APPT

DANVILLE  $749,950
Breathtaking panoramic views of Mt. 
Diablo and the valley. Beautiful custom 
deck completes the bill for this 4bd/2.5ba 
home
 

CHESTER HALL BY APPOINTMENT

PLEASANTON $990,000
Beautiful 4bd, 3.5ba, 3206+/-sf Custom 
Home,open floor plan,Country Views! 
Easy access to 680 freeway, Top Rated 
schools just minutes away. 

SUE MCKINLEY BY APPT

PLEASANTON $759,000
Elegant 4 BR, 2 ½ BTH Country Fair home 
with remodeled gourmet kitchen with 
granite counters, maple cabinets, and new 
appliances, gleaming hardwood floors, 
vaulted ceilings, spacious family room.

DOUG BUENZ BY APPT


