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Continue the lifestyle you love 
at about half the cost.

Great furniture 
has never been 

cheaper.

Danville
(925) 866-6164

1901-F Camino Ramon 

San Rafael: (415) 456-2765 
Mountain View: (650) 964-7212

San Mateo: (650) 577-8979
Saratoga: (408) 871-8890

www.TheHomeConsignmentCenter.com



Those of us who know Nancy 
Pennell, and there are no 
doubt hundreds in Pleas-

anton who do, also know that 
she’s hard to track down. A world 
traveler who celebrated her 65th 
birthday two years ago with others 
her age in Paris and then cruising 
the south of France, is as comfort-
able on trans-European trains and 
the streets of Beijing as she is on 
medical missions or at Pleasanton 
Chamber of Commerce mixers or 
downtown Rotary Club trips to El 
Salvador to distribute free wheel-
chairs to the handicapped. 
 She first got the travel bug as 
a 21-year-old flight attendant for 
Seaboard World Airways where, 
for five years, she helped ferry 
troops back and forth between 
Oakland and Saigon during the 
Vietnam War. The planes she flew 
were shot at many times as they 
made steep descents and takeoffs 
at U.S. military airfields. One 
time, the plane was forced down 
by Russian MIGs over the Kurile 
Islands and held for three days as 
the Soviets negotiated with Presi-
dent Johnson for an apology for 
flying over Russian territory. But 
even though the war years weren’t 
her favorite, Pennell was always 
impressed by the beauty of Viet-
nam from the air and vowed to go 
back one day when no one was 
shooting at her. It took a while, 
and scores of other trips in be-
tween, but Pennell had her chance 
last February when the group she 
often travels with found a special 
travel package to Vietnam, with 
Cambodia as a side trip.
 It’s not a trip for the physi-
cally or emotionally weak, Pennell 
found. It took 28 hours to reach 
Hanoi, a bit longer coming back 
with the side trip to the scenic 
part and also the killing fields of 
Cambodia. Vietnam’s country-
side indeed is beautiful, Pennell 
found, but she was saddened by 
the poverty. There are few cars, 
most people work two jobs to feed 
their families and there’s a notice-
able absence of middle-aged men 
because so many lost their lives 
in what they call the American 
war. Still, no one seems to hold a 
grudge and, as one Buddhist told 
Pennell: “It’s over and we don’t 
dwell on it.” Her trip included 
the guided tour of the Hanoi 
Hilton, where Sen. John McCain 
and others were held as prison-
ers of war. Saigon, since renamed 
Ho Chi Min City, is more vibrant 
with an estimated population of 

8 million compared to Hanoi’s 
less prosperous 3 million. It’s also 
more friendly, although Pennell’s 
traveling party “gritted our teeth” 
as tour guides talked about the 
city’s post-war namesake as the 
greatest man ever created and who 
is still worshipped everywhere in 
the country. More prosperous is 
a misnomer, Pennell adds, with 
the average Vietnamese worker 
earning about $200 a month and 
families squeezing into small living 
quarters. Living standards are still 
much worse than before the war, 
at least in the former Saigon.
 After working for Seaboard, 
Nancy went back to college for a 
nursing degree, taking a position 
with ValleyCare Memorial Hos-
pital in Livermore. She married 
Robert Pennell, a plumbing con-
tractor on the Peninsula, and they 
both moved to Pleasanton to be 
closer to family and the ski slopes 
in Tahoe. When they retired, Bob 
introduced Nancy to fly-fishing 
and golf and she introduced him 
to Europe, she jokes. He joined 
her on many trips until he died 
in 1998. Shortly after, she joined 
the chamber and began a whole 
new chapter in her life as a com-
munity volunteer, working with 
the Pleasanton Downtown Asso-
ciation, joining Rotary and serving 
for eight years on the board of 
CTV30, the community television 
system. She’s also kept busy trav-
eling, going in very recent years to 
Egypt, Germany, Copenhagen and 
last year to Estonia and Russia. 
Her favorite trips by far have been 
into the bush country in Africa, 
where she’s planning to return 
soon. But first it’s time for another 
trip to Hawaii or to Seascape Re-
sort in Aptos, where she’s a board 
member. 

Back to Vietnam 
for an ex-flight 
attendant
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BY JEB BING

About the Cover
The votes are in and readers chose Marilyn Morrell-Kristal and twin daugh-
ters Bryce and Drew Kristal as the winners of the Pleasanton Weekly’s 
mother-daughter look-alike contest. Cover design by Rick Nobles.

Vol. X, Number 17

  As market conditions evolve, new 
opportunities also arise.  I remain committed 
to my profession and the long term goals of my 
clients.  I am here to help you navigate the 
myriad of decisions that arise when buying or 
selling a home.  In this time of change, counting 
                 on a proven real estate professional is 
                 more important than ever.
                         You can still count on me!
  

925 462 9175

www.GinaPiper.com

LUMBER & HARDWARE
5505 Sunol Blvd, Pleasanton 925 846 5040

(Across from Raley’s Market)

Trusted Name Brands Since 1976

ARCHITECTURAL
HARDWARE

 KNOBS
 PULLS 
 HINGES

 

Nancy Pennell shows off the Weekly in 
Vietnam.

Add your 2 cents to

www.PleasantonWeekly.com

Town
Square



Streetwise
What do you think about  
the swine flu?

Bradley Ford
I think it’s overhyped. We’re doing a ter-
rible job of making more of something that 
already is.  For example, I flew the other day 
and everybody had masks on. What good is 
that going to do anybody if the last person 
sitting in their seat had swine flu? I think in 
general we should always take precautions 
to stay healthy, regardless of whether or not 
there’s a pandemic.  

Christine Lai
I think it’s been blown out of proportion.  
Statistics show more people die on a daily 
basis from other types of flu strains than 
the swine flu. I also think we need to stop 
blaming Mexico for this outbreak because 
it’s really hurting their economy. Sure, there 
may be a couple of hot spots but it’s up 
to everyone in the world to practice good 
health habits so it doesn’t spread.

Jason Lundberg
I think people are overreacting. More 
people die from other types of influenza 
throughout the year. I was somewhat con-
cerned about it earlier in the week but now I 
realize it was made to look like a bigger deal 
than it actually was.

Carolyn Pund
I do believe there’s a serious issue in Mexico 
and closing the borders would help. I also 
think the media is blowing it out of propor-
tion. It’s definitely not something to ignore, 
but people should practice healthy habits 
all the time to make sure everybody stays 
healthy.

 
 

Amanda Smith
I think people are overreacting to this 
because it’s just another type of flu, but 
it’s caused this panic where people have 
stopped traveling which isn’t good for our 
economy. People need to continue to live 
their lives as they would everyday and not 
worry so much about something that’s been 
blown out of proportion.

Have a Streetwise question? E-mail editor@PleasantonWeekly.com
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50% OFF
RECEIVE A ONE-WEEK

GUEST PASS & 

A NEW MEMBERSHIP

Some restrictions apply. 50% discount is on initiation fee only and cannot be 
combined with any other offer. Guest pass is for first time guests and local 
residents 21 years of age or older. One per household. Offers expire 5/31/09.

Visit www.clubsports.com
or call (925) 271-0713

GET MORE energy and vitality with an 

active lifestyle that starts at ClubSport. 

May is National Get Active America 

Month, and we’ll show you how easy it 

is to get in shape.

GET MORE. be active.

531 Main Street
Downtown Pleasanton 

925.846.2772 
www.MDLaserSpa.com

Lunchtime, Evening 
& Weekend 

Appointments

Financing & 
Gift Certifi cates 

Available

Your true age?
Keep them
guessing this

Mother's 
Day

$99
Underarm Laser
Hair Removal

Exp. 5-31-09

$10/unit
Botox

Fridays in May.
25 unit minimum

Exp. 5-31-09



Newsfront
Bike to work perks
 The cities of Pleasanton and 
Dublin will host a Bike to Work 
Day Energizer Station from 7 to 
9 a.m., Thursday, May 14 at the 
Dublin/Pleasanton BART station. 
Bicyclists can pick up giveaway 
bags and refreshments. For de-
tails on giveaways and sponsors, 
visit www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/
pdf/biketowork09.pdf.

Fighting hunger 
 The Pleasanton post office on 
Black Avenue is joining the fight 
against hunger with a the 17th an-
nual National Association of Letter 
Carriers’ Drive Saturday morn-
ing. Non-perishable items being 
collected include peanut butter, 
rice, beans, pasta, spaghetti sauce 
and canned vegetables. Residents 
should leave items at home for 
letter carriers to pick up.

Congressional art
 Rep. Jerry McNerney (D-
Pleasanton) will host the 11th 
District Congressional Art Com-
petition from 2 to 4 p.m. Satur-
day at the Grand Theatre Center 
for the Arts in Tracy. Works from 
students throughout the 11th 
District will be on display and 
winners will be announced. 

Music for moms
 The public is invited to a Moth-
er’s Day concert Saturday at the 
Parkview, 100 Valley Ave. Flowers 
will be given to all mothers and 
grandmothers in attendance. The 
concert is an Inspire Academy 
student recital at 11 a.m. with 
vocal performances, followed 
by solo piano pieces. At 1 p.m. 
there will be group and individual 
pieces from piano students, in-
cluding the youngest pianists in 
the “Little Mozarts” classes. The 
concert is free and refreshments 
will be served. To learn more, call 
the academy at 461-3266 or visit 
www.inspiremusicacademy.com.

Protecting investments
  The Tri-Valley Housing Op-
portunity Center will host a free 
workshop on from 6 to 8 p.m. 
May 13 at the Pleasanton Tennis 
and Recreation Center at 5801 
Valley Ave. Participants will learn 
how the center and its real es-
tate and banking partners can 
assist with mortgage delinquency 
and foreclosure. Participants will 
also be able to schedule a hous-
ing consultation with a certified 
housing counselor. Space is lim-
ited. Register at www.tvhoc.org or 
call 373.3930.

Correction
One of the websites listed in 
“Ending the cycle of poverty” 
(May 1, Living section, page 25) 
was incorrect. To learn more 
about how Kenyans in the Kilisa 
Village are building their own 
economy, visit www.kvdcblog.

DIGEST
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BY EMILY WEST
 Firefighters were able to put 
out a first-alarm fire that started 
in a home on Mason Street. 
 Crews were able to contain a 
late-morning blaze Wednesday 
to a home on Mason Street that 
claimed the life of a family dog. 
 Livermore-Pleasanton Fire De-
partment Chief Bill Cody said 
nobody was home at the time of 
the fire and that the house is now 
uninhabitable. 
 Neighbors reported seeing 
smoke and flames coming from 
the home at 11:45 a.m. Fire 
crews were on the scene at 11:49 
a.m. and were able to extinguish 
it by 12:08 p.m. The cause of 
the fire is still under investiga-
tion. 
 LPFD spokeswoman Sabina 
Imrie said the fire originated and 

was contained in the front room. 
With extensive smoke damage in 
the other rooms, she estimated 
the loss to be worth $250,000.

 Imrie also said that the hom-
eowner was a coin and stamp col-
lector and that the firefighters were 
able to save the collection. 

House fire causes $250,000 in damage
Family dog killed in first-alarm structure blaze Wednesday

BY JEB BING
 The City Council adopted a resolution Tues-
day that basically asks residents to continue 
their water conservation efforts by saving an-
other 10 percent this year in addition to the 10 
percent they’ve already accomplished. 
 Whatever actions residents take will be strict-
ly voluntary with Daniel Smith, the city’s op-
erations services director, promising that there 
would be no mandatory water rationing in 
2009.
 “There will also be no rate increases this year, 
although the council will look at a new rate 
structure in January,” added City Manager Nel-
son Fialho.
 The council’s emphasis on encouraging water 

conservation followed a declaration of a water 
emergency by Gov. Schwarzenegger in Febru-
ary because of drought conditions in part of the 
state. He asked urban water users to immediate-
ly increase water conservation efforts to reach a 
goal of reducing water use by 20 percent. Water 
agencies, including Zone 7 and the Committee 
of Valley Water Retailers, adopted those guide-
lines a month later.
 “We’ve already asked everyone to save 10 
percent so we’re asking that they add another 
10 percent to their efforts,” Smith said. “For 
now, we don’t anticipate mandatory restrictions 
in 2009 because of available ground water that 
Pleasanton has if we need it.”
 He also told the council that residents who 

have been saving on water usage already won’t 
be penalized if new rates being considered for 
2010 charge more for those who don’t save.
 “We applaud those who save water,” Smith 
said. “We don’t want them to start using more 
water just so they can get credit for cutting back 
when penalties are imposed. We have a track 
record and we’ll credit those who are already 
saving. When that time comes, we will factor in 
historical usage to make sure no one is penalized 
unfairly,” he said.
 Councilman Matt Sullivan said that when 
water rates are reviewed, some kind of tiered 
rate structure might be helpful.
 “But for now, I don’t want to raise rates in 
these tough economic times,” Sullivan added. 

City won’t change water rates this year
New rate structure will be reviewed with possible changes in January

EMILY WEST

A dog died in a house fire Wednesday. The Livermore-Pleasanton Fire Department said the cause is being investigated.

 

Firefighters clean up the aftermath of a one-alarm fire near Val Vista Park.

BY JANET PELLETIER
 The Securities and Exchange Com-
mission said two Pleasanton men were 
profiteers of a multi-million-dollar in-
sider trading scheme.
 In a civil complaint filed April 30 in 
federal district court in San Francisco, 
Emile Jilwan, 54, and Joseph Azar, 49, 
both of Pleasanton, made $2.4 million 
combined.
 The $6-million scheme was initiated 
by Maher Kara, a former director in 
Citigroup Global Market’s investment 
banking division in New York, the SEC 
alleges. According to the complaint, Kara 
“repeatedly told his brother Michael Kara 
of Walnut Creek, Calif., about upcoming 
deals involving Citigroup’s health care 
industry clients.” The SEC further alleges 
that Michael Kara, who now lives in San 
Carlos, in addition to buying stock and 
options in target companies that were 
the subject of Citigroup deals, leaked the 
information to a network of friends and 
family who also traded in advance of the 
deals. That’s where Jilwan and Azar come 
in to the allegations.
 Jilwan, a civil engineer for an unspeci-
fied regional transit agency, is alleged 
to have made $2.3 million on trades 
of shares from Biosite, a San Diego-
based medical testing company, less 
than three days before a March 25, 2007 
announcement that the company would 
be acquired. Jilwan invoked his fifth 
amendment right in sworn testimony 
during the SEC investigation against 
self-incrimination and refused to answer 
questions regarding the allegations.
 Azar allegedly made a total of 
$118,000 from two different illegal stock 
deals. In the SEC complaint, Michael 
Kara is alleged to have tipped Azar off in 

2 Pleasanton 
men accused 

of insider 
trading

SEC says men were 
friends of former 
Citigroup banker

See TRADING on Page 8
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Th ursday, May 28
11:30 - 1:00

Hilton Pleasanton
at the Club

7050 Johnson Drive
Pleasanton

Business and
Community 

Leaders Workshop
following the luncheon

1:30 - 3:00 p.m.

Opportunities and 
Challenges to your 
organizations of 

character.
presented by 
Julie Dwyer

Help us Honor 
Juanita Haugen

Civic Engagement Winners

How Successful Communities 
of Character Th rive!
Presented by Julie Dwyer, 

former National Director Character Counts

keynote
From 
Motivation 
to Momentum

Pleasanton 
Community 
of Character 

Collaborative is a 
group of Pleasanton 

community volunteers 
working together to 
create a community 
culture that is built 
on values, goodwill 
and community-
accepted character 

traits of responsibility, 
compassion, self-

discipline, honesty, 
respect and integrity.

Th e Pleasanton Community of Character 
Collaborative Invites you to 

The rd Annual Community of 
Character Lunch & Workshop

Cost is $40 per person which covers the lunch & 
workshop, please RSVP by May 22
Complete the information below and fax to: 
925.846.9697
or mail check to: Payable to Community of Character
Th e Pleasanton Chamber of Commerce
777 Peters Ave., Pleasanton 94566
Payment is required at the time of your reservation. 
A 24-hour cancellation notice is required for a refund 
or credit. 925.246.5858 ext. 203

Please reserve _______ seats for the luncheon.

My check for $_______ is enclosed or charge my credit 
card with the information below.

 I can not attend, here is my donation for the 
Community of Character Collaborative.

Contact Name ______________________________

Amount $ _____________  Phone ______________ 

Email Address ______________________________
 Visa      MC      AMEX      DISCOVER

CARD # __________________________________

Exp. Date _______  Billing zip code _____ CID # ___

Name on Card ______________________________

Signature __________________________________

148 Ray Street Suite E & F (Adobe Plaza across from Kottinger Barn)

925.846.3777

‘Salon Exclusive’ means the manufacturer 
does not use the professionalism and experience 

of educated, licensed stylists to sell their 
products through mass marketing at chain stores. 

‘Salon Exclusive’ means you can  
only purchase that product at select salons,  

and by the professional recommendation  
of your personal stylist. 

Mother’s Day Gift Certificates Available

Why settle for salon trusted, salon tested, salon proven, or salon quality.  
You deserve ‘Salon Exclusive’

Touch of Elegance

Come in today and get 20% off your 
purchase of any ‘Salon Exclusive’ product 
until Saturday May 30th. FREE to New 

clients with chemical service.

Where everyday is a good hair day!

BY GEOFF GILLETTE
 Months of campaigning came to 
an end Tuesday night as supporters 
of the San Ramon Valley Unified 
School District’s Measure C parcel tax 
ballot pulled in more than 72.5 per-
cent of the ballots giving a go-ahead 
to the funding measure. Polls closed 
at 8 p.m., and by 8:30 p.m. Contra 
Costa County Election officials had 
called the race with 28,494 “yes votes 
and 10,777 “no” votes.
 “It was a big celebration,” a smiling 
SRVUSD Superintendent 
Steve Enoch said at a pro-
Measure C party on election 
night. “There were cheers 
and there were tears. It was 
a wonderful moment.” 
 The ballot measure ap-
proved will charge each 
residence within the San 
Ramon Valley Unified 
School District $144 per 
year. It replaces the cur-
rent $90 per year parcel tax that 
expires June 30. Officials said the 
new tax will bring in an estimated 
$7 million per year to the district. 
It is set to expire in seven years. 
The funds are expected to help 
offset an estimated $16 million in 
cuts in state funding for education. 
 School board member Rachel Hurd 
attributed the win to the campaign 
run by proponents and community-
wide effort to see the issue pass.
 “From start to finish we ran a good 
campaign. We set a goal that our 
advisors indicated would work, we 
staffed a team, and this time people 
really stepped up,” she said.
 Last year, the district placed a 
similar initiative, Measure D, on 
the ballot, which failed by only 
2 percent. In the May 5 election, 
the “yes” votes went up by over 8 
percent. Hurd said what she thinks 
helped to make the difference was 
the level of volunteer involvement. 
 Opponents of the ballot initiative 
were out during the day Tuesday, 
keeping a watchful eye on the two 
ballot drop-off locations. The most 
vocal opponent was Mike Arata. 
Arata said that while he did see 
some things at the drop-offs that he 

felt were questionable, the number 
of ballots affected would not have 
affected the outcome.
 “The difference is far too large for 
any challenge,” he explained. 
 He said that the final result did 
not come as a shock. 
 “I wish more people paid atten-
tion to school district finances,” 
he said. “To them, this is a small 
enough amount that they wouldn’t 
want to spend more time on it.” 
 While the victory Tuesday is a 

vital component to the 
district’s plans to maintain 
funding of teachers and 
programs, proponents are 
also keeping a wary eye on 
the next piece of the fund-
ing puzzle. A school board 
meeting Wednesday will 
include the discussion of 
possible scenarios as they 
move ahead in the wake of 
the parcel tax passage, but 

they will not be able to fully plan for 
another two weeks.
 “If the ballot measures go down 
on May 19, it will offset our victory 
here (Tuesday),” Enoch said. “More 
than offset it.”
 In the meantime, 228 school 
district teachers remain in limbo. 
Those teachers received pink slips 
in March, provisional layoff notices 
that must either be rescinded or 
finalized by May 15. Hurd said that 
at this point they are not planning 
to rescind those notices until they 
have the result of the statewide 
election. She said that there is leg-
islation currently being considered 
that may allow school districts in 
similar situations to postpone mak-
ing that decision until June 15.
 Enoch said he expects those lay-
off notices to be finalized within 
the next several days. 
 “I’ve assured people that these 
may not be final, it’s just by law 
they have to be given out by May 
15,” she said. “Unfortunately that’s 
the reality you’re going to find in 
almost every school district right 
now. We’re prepared to give those 
notices out and then rescind them 
as soon as we can.” 

San Ramon parcel tax 
passes with 72 percent
District officials excited, but wary of next hurdle

Steve Enoch
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Unretouched clinical photo taken 
while frowning before and 14 days 

after treatment with Botox® Cosmetic

Also Offering Botox® /
Restylane® Treatments

Dr. David Melamed, MD
Dermatologist
925-846-5614

FREE CONSULTATION

New clients only
Pleasanton
374 St. Mary St.
925 846-5614

San Ramon
2701 Crow Canyon Blvd.
925 837-6400

Lose weight...and keep it off!

NEW Botox® Service

$75 OFF
Botox® Treatment 

plus Free Consultation to new clients only
Not valid with other offers.

Shauntrell lost weight on our 
program and you can too!

After

Before

Aprilia Demo Day 
Saturday

 May 9th 2009

Aprilia Demo Day 
Saturday

 May 9th 2009

660 Main Street, Downtown Pleasanton  |  (925) 461.3009
www.euphorianailandbodybar.com

Gift Certifi cates Now Available for Mother’s Day

Celebrating Mother’s Day May 10th and Our 1st Year Anniversary!

May 10th - “Celebrating Moms”
Chocolate & Rose Pedicure with 

complimentary Manicure

20% off 
any service

includes chocolate foot scrub, Rose Mud Masque 
& Chocolate Praffi n. A delicious treat for your 

feet! $53.00 (a $30.00 savings)

Cannot combine with any other offers. Does not 
apply to gift certifi cates. One coupon per party. 

Some restrictions apply.
Expires 5-31-09 Expires 5-31-09

The serious nature of the H1N1 
virus has been on the decline this 
week as Bay Area schools that ini-
tially closed after reports of stu-
dents with the swine flu were con-
firmed have reopened.

State and federal health officials are 
no longer advising canceling class if a 
student has the virus. Dr. Mark Hor-
ton, director of the California Depart-
ment of Public Health, announced 
new school-related recommendations 
Tuesday, saying classes should go on, 

but any students with flu-like symp-
toms should stay home, or be sent 
home, for at least seven days.
 Alameda County reported its first 
and so far, only case of the flu earlier 
this week—a woman in her 50s who 
has since recovered. Myla Grasso, 
spokeswoman for the Pleasanton 
Unified School District, said 13 stu-
dents and one staff member were 
tested for H1N1 last week, but as of 
press time, there haven’t been any 
reports of the swine flu. In keeping 

with the state and federal recom-
mendations reverse course on flu 
guidelines, Grasso said the district is 
urging children to remain conscious 
of possibly spreading germs.
 “Absences related to flu-like 
symptoms are declining and our 
main push right now is to continue 
to emphasize the importance of 
hand washing and covering your 
nose and your mouth when you 
cough or sneeze,” she said. 

—Bay City News; Janet Pelletier

Seriousness of H1N1 virus easing, schools reopen
Pleasanton district reports decline in absences for flu-like symptoms

Chowdhury excels in 
essay contests 
 Abhiraj Chowdhury, a junior at 
Foothill High School, recently won 
the first prize in the district and 
a regional award (covering Cali-

fornia and Ne-
vada) with Fleet 
Reserve Asso-
ciations (FRA) 
A m e r i c a n i s m 
Essay Contest. 
He also won sec-
ond prize in the 
VFW Voice of 
Democracy and 
third prize in 
Optimist essay 
contests. He also 

excelled as third prize winner at 
Lawrence Livermore Labís Tri Val-
ley Science Fair with third prize 
for his research work on Obesity 
in Adolescents. He has also par-
ticipated in YES Epidemiology Na-
tional Competition and Davidson 
Fellows Scholarship Contests for 
his research work on Adolescent 
Obesity.
 Chowdhury has been a member 
of the Foothill JV football and ten-
nis teams for the past two years. He 
also founded and presided over the 
public speaking and cricket clubs.

Young poet receives 
recognition 
 Earlier this year, Sarah Im, an 

eighth grader at Pleasanton Middle 
School, submitted a poem to a con-
test held for young poets. Sarah’s 
poem “Goodbye and Hello” was 
selected from thousands of entries 
as one of the top 10 in her grade 
division. The contest was held for 
students in grades kindergarten to 
12th grade, and the top ten in each 
division are receiving a special rec-
ognition in the poetry anthology 
“A Celebration of Poets.” The first 
place winner will also receive a $50 
savings bond. 

Life Scout collects 
e-waste from seniors 
 Life Scout Scott Wheaton, 17, of 
Troop 908 collected e-waste from 
home-bound senior citizens liv-

ing in the Hacienda and Vineyard 
Villas mobile home parks and the 
Ironwood senior apartments for his 
Eagle Scout service project.
 More than 170 items were col-
lected, including TVs and comput-
ers. Many of the senior citizens 
are unable to participate in the 
citywide program due to lack of 
transportation, illness and other 
physical limitations.
 The trailer was filled to capacity 
with e-waste and was taken to the 
Pleasanton citywide e-waste col-
lection. City Operations officials 
helped Scott coordinate the effort. 
 Scott is a junior at Foothill High 
School and has been a starting 
attackman on the varsity lacrosse 
team for two years and is also the 
team captain.

OF NOTE

School will soon be out, but learning is in at

SYLVAN SUMMER CAMPS
A fun approach to learning

6654 Koll Center Parkway, Suite 185
Pleasanton 925-485-1000

http://tutoring.sylvanlearning.com/pleasanton_tutors

Upcoming Camp Schedule
June 29-July 3 10:30-12:30: Write on! Writing Techniques Camp 
(Intermediate) / Grades 6-9
July 6-10 10:30-12:30: Fraction Action II / Grades 4-6
July 13-17 10:30-12:30: Awesome Algebra / Grades 7-9
July 20-24 10:30-12:30: Solve This (Problem Solving) / Grades 4-7

Please call for a complete list.

All Summer 
Camps ONLY

$249!

Abhiraj 
Chowdhury

TAKE US ALONG
Weekly museum: 
Jay Jamali was all 
business in Taiwan 
on a recent business 
trip (presenting at 
a conference), but 
he did find some 
pleasure in reading 
the Weekly. Here he 
is with the paper at 
the Taiwan National 
Palace Museum in 
Tapei, Taiwan.



This show is dubbed “The People’s Show” 
because anyone can bring their homegrown 
roses. It started at a Pleasanton bank in the 
1930’s, when Harry Harding gave his customers 
rose bushes to show his appreciation for their 
patronage. His customers returned the favor by 
bringing back blooms for him in appreciation. 
He was inspired to start the Rose Show.

69TH ANNUAL

PLEASANTON ROSE 
SHOW

SATURDAY, MAY 9TH

CONTACTS: Leslie Faught 784-7979,
Marti Gilbert 216-4063, Joyce Jones 398-6706

FOR MORE INFO: www.PleasantonRoseShow.com

REGISTRATION:
JUDGING: 

AWARDS CEREMONY:
OPEN TO PUBLIC:

WINE TASTING:

7:30 am to 10:00 am
10:00 am to 12:30 pm
1:30 pm
1:00 pm to 5:00 pm
1:00 pm to 5:00 pm ($5.00)
Wine tasting for $5.00
featuring Little Valley  
Winery of Pleasanton

PROUDLY
SPONSORED BY:

NEWS
Looking for an Affordable 

Individual or Group 
Health Plan?

FREE No Obligation Consultation 
Call Today to Save Money!

Charlene Beasley
Lic#0C26292

Beasley Insurance Services
925-803-9799

Free Quote go to www.beasleyinsurance.com

Plans  
as low as

$4500
per 
month

*Based on Blue Shield's PPO 
Plan Vital Shield 2900 
for singles ages 19-29.

March 2006 about a plan to acquire 
drugmaker Andrx Corporation. Azar, 
also a civil engineer, according to the 
SEC, spent $120,000 on stock shares 
and following a March 13, 2006 an-
nouncement that Andrx would be ac-
quired, he made more than $18,000 
in profit. A second alleged deal was 
made a year later, in March 2007, 
when Kara tipped Azar again about 
the acquisition of Biosite. Two days 
before the acquisition, Azar allegedly 
spent $200,000 in stock shares and 
profited more than $108,000 when 
the acquisition announcement was 
made. 
 Azar has agreed to repay the il-
legal profits without admitting guilt 
and pay a penalty.
 Four other men are named as 
profiteers, including two men from 
Stockton, who made a combined 
$373,000. The SEC is seeking the 
return of the ill-gotten gains as well 
as civil penalties.
 In conjunction with the civil ac-
tion, the U.S. Attorney’s Office and 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation 

announced Thursday that they have 
indicted Maher Kara, Michael Kara 
and Jilwan on criminal charges. 
The 38-count indictment, unsealed 
Thursday, charges the men with 
securities fraud and conspiracy.
 Mounir Fayez Kara--also known 
as Michael F. Kara--and Jilwan are 
charged with using that information 
to make illegal trades, between 2004 
and 2007, in the securities of about 
15 publicly traded companies, most 
in the biotechnology sector, accord-
ing to the Justice Department.
 Mounir Fayez Kara and Jilwan 
are also charged with conspiracy 
and obstruction for alleged “false 
and misleading statements” they 
made to the U.S. Securities and 
Exchange Commission during its 
parallel investigation of the alleged 
scheme.
 All three men surrendered to the 
FBI April 30 and made their first 
appearance in federal court in San 
Francisco the same day. They were 
released from custody on $100,000 
bond each, and are scheduled to 
return to court May 18.

Bay City News contributed to this 
report.

TRADING
Continued from Page 5

Gala for arts
Event benefits 

Firehouse Arts Center
 Tickets are on sale for an el-
egant evening that serves as a 
fundraiser for the Firehouse Arts 
Center, which is currently under 
construction.
 Put on by the nonprofit Pleas-
anton Cultural Arts Foundation, 
“That Entertainment” will take 
place from 6 to 10 p.m. May 16 at 
the Castlewood Country Club and 
will include dinner and live enter-
tainment. Crooked Vine Winery 
of Livermore has donated wine for 
the evening, and other sponsors 
include PG&E, Pleasanton Rentals 
and the Pleasanton Weekly. 
 Also included that evening will 
be a visual arts exhibit and sale, 
featuring works from local artists, 
as well as a live auction of unique 
items and getaway packages. 
 Tickets are $140 and must be 
purchased in advance. For more 
information, call 846-1007. 

—Emily West
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Why our schools & community need Measure G!
PUSD Approved Cuts to balance budget based upon reduced revenue from State

Paid for by the Committee to Save Pleasanton Schools, a Committee for Measure G, FPPC #1315242

Programs Cut Programs saved by Measure G
Student Academic Intervention Programs
ELL Academy Aide Support at AVHS –  (.2 FTE)
AVID Tutors – Move funding to Site Discretionary
Reading Specialist Valley View – Eliminate .5 FTE
Barton Reading - Eliminate District Support by 50% 
Language! – Eliminate Program  
Augmentation Period Reduction by 2 FTE  
Community Day School - Eliminate Program  
Reading Specialists – Reduce by 50% to .5 FTE per site
Algebra Section - Middle School
SUBTOTAL

Athletics/Student Activities/Enrichment Programs
Athletic Director Sections – Eliminate .8 FTE  
Lunch Activity Section at High Schools – Eliminate .4 FTE  
Elementary Strings and Band Program Elimination (1.5 FTE)
Coaching/Athletic Director/Cheer Stipends  
SUBTOTAL

Administrative and Teacher Training
LEAD Coaching Program– Eliminate Expense from General Fund
TV-TIP Program – Reduce General Fund Contribution 
SUBTOTAL 
   
Counseling Programs   
Counselor 9th Grade At Risk- Eliminate .4 FTE   
Counseling Secondary – From and to …   
     Elementary 4.5 to 2 FTE  
     Middle School 9 to 6 FTE  
     High School 12.5 to 8  
     Alternative Education 1 to .6 FTE  
Counseling Assistants – Middle School 1.5 FTE 
Counseling Assistants – High School 2 FTE 
SUBTOTAL
   
Class Size Reduction Program
Class Size Reduction – Eliminate Grade 9 (approx 11 teachers)
Class Size Reduction – Eliminate K-3 (approx. 75 teachers)
SUBTOTAL
   
Administration  
Middle School Assistant Principals – Eliminate 3 FTE   
Elementary Assistant Principals - Eliminate 3.5 FTE  
District Administration   
  Assistant Director Student Nutrition Services  
  Director of Architectural Planning  
  Coordinator of Data Processing   
  Coordinator of Categorical Programs   
  Coordinator of Vocational Education  
  Director of Education Services  
  Public Information Offi ce Position  
  Director of Human Resources  
  Director of Assessment and Program Evaluation  
  Assistant Director of Special Education  
  Coordinator Maintenance & Operations (2 FTE)  
SUBTOTAL
   
Classifi ed Positions
Campus Monitors – High School 19hrs to 16 hrs (1 FTE)   
Noon Supervisors – each Middle School 21 hrs to 16 hrs (2 FTE)   
Library Media Assistants – High School (2 FTE) 
     Elementary – 50% reduction (3.4 FTE)
     Middle School – 50% reduction (1.1 FTE)   
Technology Specialist Elementary Reduction from 4 to 2 hours/day (2.25 FTE)
Technology Specialist Middle School Reduction from 4 to 2 hrs (.75 FTE) 
Technology Department Trainers (2 FTE)  
Offi ce Assistants – High School (3 FTE)   
District Clerical   
     Receptionist Sub Costs   
     Graphics 1.75 FTE  
     PIO Clerical  
     Maintenance, Operations and Facilities Clerical 1 FTE   
     HR Clerical 2 FTE  
     Business Clerical 2 FTE  
     Education Services Clerical 1 FTE
     Warehouse .5 FTE or Textbook Technician 1 FTE 
School site custodial – Eliminate 10 FTE ; Measure G restores 8 
SUBTOTAL 
    
Operational Functions    
Cell Phone Bill Backs and Reductions by Program Change  
Substitute Pay Rate Reduction – 10%    
Reduce Site Discretionary Allocation – 20%    
Categorical Flexibility Transfer to Special Education  
Deferred Maintenance Match 
SUBTOTAL    
    
TOTAL PROGRAMS   
    
(FTE means Full Time Equivalent positions)

$9,000
$25,000
$40,000
$45,000

$176,000
$180,000
$320,000
$360,000

$90,000
$1,245,000

$64,000
$32,000

$120,000
$275,000

$491,000

$15,000
$50,000

$65,000

$32,000

$200,000
$240,000
$336,000

$32,000
$68,000
$90,000

$998,000

$400,000
$1,600,000

$2,000,000

$380,000
$420,000

$90,000
$96,000

$120,000
$120,000
$120,000
$120,000
$100,000
$120,000
$120,000
$100,000
$240,000

$2,146,000

$45,000
$90,000 
$90,000

$150,000
$50,000

$100,000 
$33,000
$90,000

$135,000

$2,000
$78,000
$45,000
$45,000
$90,000
$90,000
$45,000
$23,000

$625,000
$1,826,000

$75,000
$80,000

$151,000
$180,000
$600,000

$1,086,000

$9,857,000

$40,000
$45,000

$360,000
$90,000

$535,000

$120,000

$120,000

$0

$200,000
$240,000
$336,000

$32,000
$68,000
$90,000

$966,000

$400,000
$1,600,000

$2,000,000

$0

$90,000
$150,000

$50,000
$100,000 

$33,000
$90,000

$450,000
$963,000

$0

$4,584,000

These budget cuts come on top of $2 million in cuts already made for this school year. The school district has also reduced expenses by cutting 
training and staff development, travel and conferences, reducing mileage stipends, reducing outside contractors, scaling back summer school, and 
changing assessment processes. In addition, management, certifi cated, and classifi ed employees have agreed to furlough days if Measure G passes. 

The revenue allocated to PUSD in the State Budget Act of February 2009 assumes passage of Propositions 1A, 1B, 1C, 1D, and 1E on the May 
19th statewide ballot. If those budget initiatives fail, the state budget defi cit will increase by an additional $6 billion and the June budget revision 

to our school district will include more cuts.
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William M. Straub
 William M. Straub died April 19 
after a long and spirited fight with 
cancer. He was 67.
 Mr. Straub was born Sept. 22, 
1941 in Madison, Wis. to William 
H. Straub and Rose Straub. During 
his youth he loved the outdoors and 
athletics. Many of his days were filled 
with sailing outings, bowling, tennis 
and skiing. He was a competitive 
golfer and played 
out of the Nako-
ma Golf Club. He 
graduated from 
Edgewood High 
School in 1959 
and attended 
the University of 
Wisconsin where 
he studied busi-
ness. Mr. Straub was employed by 
the Madison Bus Company as their 
treasurer for nine years. 
 He moved to Northern California 
in 1970, where he resided in Pleas-
anton for the last 20 years. He began 
his career in California as the owner 
and president of Ditto Freight Lines. 
Later in his life he established Quick-
Store Container Storage and held the 
position of president for many years. 
His life has been full of career and 
athletic successes, marked by an ex-
emplary work ethic and dedication. 

 Mr. Straub took his cancer diag-
nosis in stride and over the past 12 
years has instilled many characteris-
tics in those who loved and encour-
aged him throughout his journey; 
such qualities as strength, courage, 
determination, and love. He was 
able to beat his cancer for so long 
because of his endless and uncondi-
tional love for his children. He lived 
and breathed for his children and 
supported them in every way possi-
ble; whether that be through his af-
fectionate embrace, warm smile, or 
words of wisdom. He was a mentor 
for his children, leading by example, 
and always demonstrating his ac-
ceptance and open-mindedness in 
all situations. He was a passionate 
spectator for all events that his chil-
dren participated in and was always 
their No. 1 fan. 
 He is survived by his beloved 
family: sisters, Patricia (Straub) 
Lange and Kathy (Straub) VanSis-
tine; brother-in-laws, Don Lange 
and Jim VanSistine; five children, 
Patrick Straub, Katie (Straub) Hage-
man, Erika Straub, Jacob Straub 
and Alexandra Straub; two grand-
children, Brigid and Maggie; four 
nieces and nephews, Mike, Sande, 
Steve and Nickie; and many other 
family and friends. 
 Contributions may be made to 
the Lymphoma Research Founda-
tion, www.lymphoma.org, or the 
Lance Armstrong Live Strong Foun-
dation.

OBITUARIES

Transitions

PERSONALIZED FITNESS TRAINING
ZenStrength employs a simple and effective 
resistance system that promotes slow, form 
focused movements, open breathing,  
and zen-like concentration.  

The reward is a tremendous improvement in 
muscle strength, flexibility, bone health, and 
overall fitness and well being. 

Now offering:

3950 Valley Ave., Suite B

(925) 417-2265
www.zenstrength.com

Bring in this coupon for your 
complimentary evaluation/workout 

and receive a free t-shirt. Jump Start 2009 with our 4-visit mini-plan!

Workouts are by appointment only
CALL TODAY

Kathy Lorenz, CST, CMT 925-596-0145

Mother’s Day Brunch

Serving Times: 9am – 5pm
Advanced Reservations Are Requested

$28.95 Adults   
$24.95 Seniors  

$14.95 Kids under 12

Present this coupon and receive
$10 off on parties of 4 or more guests!

11950 Dublin Canyon Road ~ Pleasanton, CA 94588

925.847.6000

The Above Pricing is exclusive  
of Tax and Gratuity

sVVsVV
Plastic Surgery     

 
                       

     
    

  

Tri Valley

Steven Williams, MD
  Yale University Trained, 
  Board Certified, 
  Plastic Surgery Excellence

4000 Dublin Blvd.  Suite 300
Dublin, CA 94568 
(925) 875-0700
www.trivalleyplasticsurgery.com
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Community Pulse

Five men arrested after robbery, 
beating on Vineyard Avenue
 Pleasanton police arrested five men Monday 
night for allegedly robbing and beating a man and 
threatening to beat up another man.
 A 27-year-old man reported walking on Vineyard 
Avenue around 9:30 p.m. when a green Cadillac 
pulled up, and three men got out of the vehicle, ran 
toward him and threatened to beat him up, accord-
ing to police.
 The suspects then told the victim he was not who 
they were looking for, and they returned to the ve-
hicle and drove away, police said.
 The victim called police, and officers responding to 
the area located the green Cadillac nearby at Kottinger 
Village Park and detained five suspects. The victim 
identified three of the suspects, according to police.

 While officers had the suspects detained, a sec-
ond victim approached the officers and said he had 
been robbed and beaten shortly before by the same 
suspects. The second victim positively identified all 
five suspects, who had allegedly robbed him of his 
money and bicycle. He sustained moderate head 
injuries in the beating, and was taken to a local 
hospital, police said.
 Stephen Castillo, 22; Tyler Koopman, 20; Daniel 
Meola, 22; Naeem McGhee, 18; and Andrew Bar-
low, 23, were arrested and booked into Santa Rita 
Jail on robbery charges.
 Barlow lives in Livermore, while the other four 
suspects are from Pleasanton, according to police. 
Barlow is on probation for battery and grand theft, 
and an additional charge of probation violation will 
be sought, police said.

—Bay City News

POLICE BULLETIN

POLICE REPORT

The Pleasanton Police Department 
made the following information avail-
able. Under the law, those charged 
with offenses are considered innocent 
until convicted.
April 28
Drug/alcohol violations
 ■ 12:23 a.m. at the intersection of 

Hopyard Road and Owens Drive; 
public drunkenness

 ■ 3:16 p.m. in the 1300 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; paraphernalia 
possession, controlled substance pos-
session

 ■ 9:00 p.m. in the 4100 block of 
School Street; marijuana possession, 
paraphernalia possession

 ■ 11:02 p.m. in the 300 block of Main 
Street; DUI

Battery
 ■ 2:15 p.m. at the intersection of 

Vineyard Avenue and First Street
Robbery
 ■ 4:33 p.m. in the 4400 block of 

Rosewood Drive

April 29
Theft
 ■ 11:14 a.m. in the 1000 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road
 ■ 11:15 a.m. in the 500 block of 

Owens Drive
 ■ 2:43 p.m. in the 1600 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road; grand theft

 ■ 3:52 p.m. in the 5000 block of Case 
Avenue; petty theft

Burglary
 ■ 2:48 p.m. in the 3500 block of 

Bernal Avenue
 ■ 4:50 p.m. in the 3500 block of 

Bernal Avenue
Drug/alcohol violations
 ■ 1:51 a.m. in the 6800 block of 

Santa Rita Road; controlled sub-
stance possession, public drunkenness

 ■ 1:51 p.m. at the intersection of First 
and West Angela streets; marijuana 
possession

April 30
Theft
 ■ 5:46 a.m. in the 100 block of 

Monaco Court; grand theft
 ■ 10:12 a.m. in the 3700 block of 

North Hawaii Court; identity theft
 ■ 10:59 a.m. in the 6800 block of 

Vale Court; identity theft
 ■ 11:15 a.m. in the 4900 block of 

Dolores Drive; petty theft
 ■ 12:48 p.m. in the 5700 block of 

Sonoma Drive
Vehicular burglary:
 ■ 7:00 a.m. in the 4300 block of 

Addison Way
Driving with marijuana:
 ■ 9:09 p.m. in the 7000 block of 

Johnson drive
Battery:

 ■ 1:41 p.m. in the 5600 block of 
Owens Drive

Assault with a weapon:
 ■ 9:57 p.m. in the 700 block of Main 

Street

May 1
Theft
 ■ 10:01 a.m. in the 600 block of 

Windmill Lane; identity theft
 ■ 10:45 a.m. in the 1300 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road; forgery
 ■ 3:50 p.m. in the 6300 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road; identity theft
Vehicular burglary
 ■ 9:21 a.m. in the 4277 block of First 

Street
Vandalism
 ■ 11:49 a.m. at the intersection of 

Valley Avenue and Iron Horse Trail
 ■ 1:36 p.m. at the intersection of 

Vineyard Avenue and Ruby Hill 
Boulevard

Drug/alcohol violations
 ■ 1:51 a.m. in the 800 block of Main 

Street; DUI
 ■ 3:47 a.m. in the 1400 block of Iron 

Gate Court; DUI
 ■ 4:18 p.m. at the intersection of Rose 

and Peters avenues; non-narcotic con-
trolled substance possession

Battery
 ■ 2:52 p.m. in the 1300 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road
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Showroom Hours:  Mon-Fri 9-5   Sat 10-4 

 
 

Plumbing    Lighting    Hardware 

LARGE SELECTION, AFFORDABLE, OUTSTANDING SERVICE 
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED WITH 30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE 

13 E AIRWAY BLVD    LIVERMORE    NEWLUXURYBATHS.COM 

Trust the EXPERTS at New Luxury Baths to help you 
create a fresh and pleasurable atmosphere in your 
home’s most intimate room.  Come in and experience 
for yourself the benefits of doing business with us. 

25% OFF SALE! 

200 Ray St. Pleasanton 925-600-0460
in the old Kottinger Barn

Roses are Red
Violets are Blue,

Buy something
for Mom...

She gave birth
to You!

LUMBER & HARDWARE
5505 Sunol Blvd, Pleasanton 925 846 5040

(Across from Raley’s Market)

Trusted Name Brands Since 1976

 CROWN
 CASING 
 BASEBOARD

MOLDING

 

WEEKLY MEETING NOTICES

ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 AND PUBLIC COMMENT IS WELCOME

The above represents a sampling of upcoming meeting items. 
For complete information, please visit  

www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/community/calendar

Planning Commission
Wednesday, May 13, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

Impact Report and recommendation for approval

Parks & Recreation Commission
Thursday, May 14, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

feet of the Old Vineyard Avenue Trail from pedestrian, bicycle and 

Please visit our website at www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us to view agenda's 
and meeting locations for Library Commission, Youth Commission 
and the Youth Master Plan Implementation Committee (YMPIC) 
scheduled during the week of May 11th.

GENERAL INFORMATION

commissions and committees:
 
Civic Arts Commission — 1 member, 1 alternate

Library Commission — 1 alternate

Youth Commission — 3 youth members, 2 youth alternates

    Infrastructure

Youth Master Plan Implementation Committee (YMPIC)
Adult Seats

Youth Seats

Young Adult Seats

Applications must be received no later than 5:00 p.m.,  
Friday, May 22, 2009.  Postmarks are not accepted.
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2ND PLACE1ST PLACE

THE FINALISTS

Thirty-one sets of m
submitted photos and th
down to eight finalists. H
cast, with readers ultim
choice. 

Congratulations to the
er Marilyn Morrell-Krist
Bryce and Drew Kristal, w
 

WIN

Marilyn Morrell-Kristal, and Bryce and Drew Kristal

Patti and Erin Ambrose

Christina and Carla Gallup

Jorie, Joanne and Hailey Fanfa

Rosemary and Giuliana Miller

Traci and Peyton Cook

McKenzie and Danelle Meyn

Ashlee Kardos and Shannon Locatelli Amy and Ella Piergrossi

Michelle, Natasha and Alex Ahaev

Emi and Helen Lee

Stacey Brokowsky Dunn, Stephanie and Shari B

The Wee
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others and daughters 
he pool was narrowed 

Hundreds of votes were 
ately making the final 

e Kristal ladies, moth-
al and twin daughters 
who are the winners of  

the Pleasanton Weekly’s mother-daughter look-
alike contest.

Runners-up were Rosemary and 5-year-old 
Valley View Elementary School student Giuliana 
Miller. 

Thank you to everyone who participated and 
voted. Happy Mother’s Day from the Pleasanton 
Weekly.

—Emily West

NNING LOOKS

Debbie and Crystal Roth-Sepez Peggy and Christine Sobrero Erika and Emily Vieler

Marlo, Linda and McKenna BourlandKandice, Vicki and Dee Bell

Nicole and DeAnne Gilbreth

Hayden, Katie and Taylor Moe

Nicole and Olivia Beaumont

Michele and Lauren Fourie

Noelle and Janine Mattison

Kendall and Paula Avriett

Amber and Debbie Ferrari

Christina and Ashley Mantha

v

Saira and Raniya Fatteh

Ruth Young and Julie Monette

Mary and Jenna Nathan

Barb and Shannon Glaspy

Alisa and Debbie EbelBrokowsky

Maggie Koshner and Shelley Casey

ekly celebrates Mother’s Day with look-alike contest
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 Has there ever been an election, spe-
cial or otherwise, with such a uni-
formly unpalatable set of choices? All 
six special propositions on the May 19 
ballot are the result of a deeply flawed 
Sacramento budget and policy-making 
process. We’ve touched on what we be-
lieve are the underlying causes before: 
term-limits, the two-thirds super-major-
ity requirement, our distorted initiative 
process, insulated legislative districts 
and an ineffective governor.
 These forces and Republicans who re-
fused to accept any tax increases—despite 
the fact that no reasonable solution was 
possible without them—combined to 
produce a weeks-long stalemate to begin 
2009. The deadlock continued as the 
state’s budget deficit crept beyond $40 
billion. The impasse was barely bridged 
by a few Republicans in each house who 
broke ranks to support the compromise 
that included budget cuts and these mea-
sures. Here’s a short summary of each 
proposition: 

1A Sends a portion of state rev-
enues to a “rainy day” fund for 

use in lean years. The percentage set aside 
for economic downturns increases from 5 
to 12.5 percent of the state’s General Fund. 
Spending is capped at a 10-year average 
of state revenue, adjusted for population 
growth and inflation. Revenue above that 
average goes into reserves, requiring the 
state in most years to put a projected 3 
percent of its general fund revenues in the 
reserve fund, which could only be used for 
budget shortfalls, bond repayments and 
emergencies such as natural disasters or if 
the governor declares a fiscal emergency. 
Extends 1 percent state sales tax increase 
for one year, and extends vehicle license 
fee increase and top income bracket in-
crease for two years, generating some $16 
billion in revenue. This measure also au-
thorizes the governor to make mid-year 
spending reductions if the budget falls out 
of balance.

1B Beginning in 2011-2012, re-
quires additional payments to 

local school districts and community 
colleges to offset recent budget cuts. 
Payments come from the rainy day fund 
established in 1A and continue until 
total amount is repaid.

1C Makes changes to improve per-
formance of state lottery and in-

crease payouts and proceeds. Allows state 
to borrow $5 billion to address current 
budget deficit against projected additional 
lottery proceeds.

1D Temporarily redirects $600 
million in funds from Cali-

fornia Children and Families Act (1998’s 
Proposition 10) to General Fund for sup-
port of health and human services chil-
dren’s programs. Additional diversion of 
$268 million in years 2010-11 to 2013-
14. Early childhood development pro-
grams funded by the act would be cut. 

1E Redirects $230 million from 
Mental Health Services Act 

funds (2004’s Proposition 63) for two years 
to existing health programs. Community 
mental health programs would be cut. 

1F Prohibits legislators and state 
constitutional officers from re-

ceiving pay raises when the state is run-
ning a deficit.  
 There are plenty of reasons for anyone 
from any part of the political spectrum 
to oppose these measures. 1A is the only 
proposition of the six that contains long-
term structural reform of the budget pro-
cess in an attempt to limit the wild reve-
nue swings we have recently experienced. 
Its opponents on the left say it will deprive 
the state of essential revenue needed for 
important programs, yet some anti-tax 
groups oppose it because of its built-in 
taxes and perceived loopholes. This pack-
age moves revenues from voter initiative-
established programs to the General Fund. 
Some say this thwarts the will of the vot-
ers and cuts these programs when such 
services are most needed. Others like that 
it moderates, if temporarily, our ad hoc 
initiative-based budgeting process. 
 We could give you pages of reasons to 
vote “no” on this package. It doesn’t rep-
resent good public policy. The problem 
with defeating these measures is what 
might happen if they don’t pass. The 
whole mess would go back to legislators 
and the governor who are already likely 
facing a multi-billion-dollar additional 
shortfall they must deal with, even if these 
measures pass. Hard-line Republican anti-
tax forces in the legislature would claim 
an even greater anti-tax mandate. Never 
mind that they don’t have a serious non-
tax solution to the problem and that Cali-
fornians are leaving the Republican Party 
in droves (their registration has dropped 
to an historic low of 31 percent statewide 
and is now at 15.09 percent compared 
to 57.78 percent Democrat in Alameda 
County). If these measures are defeated 
we wouldn’t bet on a better resolution in 
round two than we have here. As painful 
as it may be, we recommend a “yes” vote 
on all six propositions.

EDITORIAL

The Weekly’s recommendations  
for the May 19 special election

THE OPINION OF THE WEEKLY

Parcel tax won’t bring back  
my child’s best teacher

Dear Editor,
 The letter on May 1 from Bob Loew, Foot-
hill math teacher (“Without Measure G, we’ll 
lose best, brightest teachers,” page 11) struck 
a chord with me. He is correct that because 
of the seniority system in our public schools, 
the newer teachers are the first to go when 
there are budget cuts. These often are, as he 
says, “the best and brightest,” and I sincerely 
hope that does not happen to the many fine 
young teachers I know and respect. 
 But my child’s finest teacher at Foothill—
truly the best and brightest of all—was not 
lost because of budget cuts. I find it hard to 
support a tax proposed by an administration 
that is willing to sacrifice academic excellence 
to prove the supremacy of bureaucratic power. 
Why should I pay more so that the same ad-
ministrators can be rewarded with raises? 
 Perhaps teacher layoffs will happen if the 
parcel tax fails (although I believe most can be 
avoided using a mix of other approaches, in-
cluding across-the-board pay cuts). But a par-
cel tax will not bring back the best teacher my 
child ever had. Money doesn’t fix everything.

Karen Wind

Vote yes on G  
for children’s sake 
Dear Editor,
 Pleasanton Unified is an excellent school 
district. I know because I’ve taught else-
where, and I’ve taught here. I have friends 
with children and grandchildren elsewhere, 
and friends with children and grandchildren 
here. 
 These are terrible financial times. The 
money to continue our excellence needs to 
come from new sources. I’m at the edge of 
retirement and have nothing to gain from 
the passage of Measure G. The children in 
this community, though, have much to gain. 
Please support the community’s “yes” vote 
for their sakes. I live outside of Pleasanton, 
so I’m unable vote in the Measure G elec-
tion. The children in this community, too, 
are unable to vote. Please support the com-
munity’s “yes” vote for their sakes. I gladly 
commit to give $233 yearly for the sake of 
Pleasanton’s children.  Please publish all you 
can about the budget needs and about Mea-
sure G. Then please endorse a “yes” vote for 
the $233 to be multiplied. 

MaryEllen Rodda, 3rd grade teacher, 
Walnut Grove Elementary School

Support our future leaders, 
pass Measure G
Dear Editor,
 Why support an additional hike in taxes? 
Trust me, as the sole family breadwinner, 
we’re not made of money, but this is impor-
tant.
 For me, the biggest driver here is because 
I support my children. I moved to this fam-
ily-friendly community for what the schools 
offer, and for the visible value that the 
school system provides to the community 
as a whole. I rented before purchasing here, 
and after a short while I knew that this was 
the place to settle. I knew my kids would 
have access to teachers who cared, that I 
was joining a community of fellow parents 
who shared the same engaged, participatory 
mindset, and that this town cared deeply 
about how it was raising our future leaders.

See LETTERS on Page 15
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*Rates quoted are Annual Percentage Yield 
(APY).  Interest is compounded daily and 
credited monthly.  Minimum CD deposit 
required to obtain this rate is $10,000.  The 
Bank reserves the right to change or cease 
this offer at its sole discretion any time without 
prior notice.  An early withdrawal penalty may 
apply and fees may reduce earnings.  Rate 
can be used for IRA’s.   Member FDIC 

Service  Security  Success  

2.00%APY* 

12-Month CD 

Pleasanton 
465 Main Street
(925) 484-5400

Livermore 
1986 Second Street
(925) 243-9600

San Ramon 
2355 San Ramon Vly Bl
(925) 855-3800

San Jose 
1150-29 S. Bascom Ave
(408) 275-7150

Alexandria’s Flowers
Mother’s Day “All About Me Contest! 

Stop by before May 9th and Enter to win 1 of 3 Fabulous Prizes 

(925) 484-1149

Mon-Fri 9-5 Sat 10-3

1st Prize $150 value includes: a spa facial from Leslie Marie   
 Body Skin Care and a fl ower arrangement 
 from Alexandria’s Flowers
2nd Prize  Gift Certifi cate to La Vite Ristorante 
3rd Prize  $25.00 Gift Certifi cate from Alexandria’s Flowers

Spring Bouquets, Orchids, Blooming Plants, 
Garden Baskets, Ivy Topiaries, Roses, Tulips, 

Home and Garden Accents!!!
Starting at $20.00 and up...

LUMBER & HARDWARE
5505 Sunol Blvd, Pleasanton 925 846 5040

(Across from Raley’s Market)

Trusted Name Brands Since 1976

DOORS
 PRE HUNG INTERIOR

 PRE HUNG ENTRY

 PATIO DOORS

 FRENCH DOORS

 That amazing quality education 
our kids deserve is in danger of 
being cut dramatically—and no, 
not on a whim by the PUSD Board 
of Trustees, which, incidentally, 
has repeatedly provided the public 
with the facts and solicited input 
from all sides, at an unprecedented 
number of public forums and 
meetings—and this time, the kids 
and our whole community will feel 
the pain of the budget irresponsi-
bility in Sacramento. Support our 
community and vote “yes” on G.

Lawrence Smalheiser

Support high-quality 
education, vote for G
Dear Editor,
 Once again our community 
faces a shortfall of money for edu-
cation. This is not unusual and we 
should be very proud of the fact 
that our citizenry has constantly 
supported high quality education.
 It’s difficult for me to under-
stand why people in our city 
would not support our children 
and their education. Not sup-
porting our kids is like punish-
ing them for something they had 
nothing to do with. Our economic 
situation was not caused by our 

LETTERS
Continued from Page 14

See LETTERS on Page 17
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YOU WITH BIKE 

TUNE-UPS?



children or grandchildren yet 
some people in the community 
want to punish them because of 
our situation.

The amount that is being request-
ed is a nominal amount to continue 
our high level of education. Not 
approving the parcel tax will send a 
signal to all future home buyers that 
we don’t really care about education 
in Pleasanton, and so why would 
I want to buy a house here. Our 
property values will diminish by 
more than the parcel tax.

I have lived here for 40 years, 
I have seen the school system do 
nothing but get better. Now we 
have a group of people who think 
they know better and want to 
bring about changes and fool with 
a system that has been recognized 
as one of the highest ranking sys-
tems in the state.

I for one will vote to continue 
my grand children’s education and 
I ask you to do the same.

Ken Mercer, former mayor

We get what we pay for, 
yes on G
Dear Editor,

Living here for 26 years, gradu-
ating from local schools, purchas-
ing a home in town and working 
for PUSD compels me to express 
my feelings concerning the crisis 
facing our schools and community. 
In two years, my children will at-
tend our schools. I believe it is 

pass Measure G or see our schools 
be reduced to way below average. 
We get what we pay for. No tax—
no services. 
 All Realtors confirm Pleasanton’s 
property values are linked to our 
schools. In hard economic times, 
our properties don’t decline in value 
as much as surrounding cities.
 What makes Pleasanton schools 
rank in the top 3 percent of the na-
tion? It is the exceptional services 
provided like class size reduction, a 
comprehensive guidance counsel-
ing program K-12, reading special-
ists, administrators etc. Studies 
show the more concerned adults 
a child has contact with, the more 
resilient and successful they are. 
Without services you jeopardize 
our community’s social, academic 
and emotional well-being and its 
basic school safety. Those of us who 
lived in other cities, attended or 
worked in other schools know this. 
 This is a well-run district. They 
didn’t create this crisis. This is 
evident in the fact that they al-
ways kept more than required in 
reserve. Excellent comprehensive 
services were cut. 

 As a homeowner, parent and 
school employee, I ask that you 
pass Measure G and save our 
schools and community. 

Jennifer Montague

$233 is peanuts in grand 
scheme of things
Dear Editor,
 Here are two things to think 
about and two things not to think 
about when it comes to Measure 
G on the upcoming June 2 ballot. 
First, the don’t think abouts: Don’t 
think about the poor quality of our 
legislature in Sacramento because 
it won’t help us fix the current un-
derfunding of our schools. Second, 
don’t think about property values 
because it is wrongheaded. 
 Now, the things you should be 
thinking about: First, the future 
of this state and this country 
depend on well educated youth 
becoming intelligent voters and 
good citizens. Set an example for 
your children. Second, the parcel 
tax is $233 and that is peanuts in 
the big scheme of things. Give up 
eating out just three to four times 

during the whole next year and 
give that money to the schools. 
And by the way, each time you 
hold your kid home from school 
for whatever reason the school 
loses money...over $3 million is 
lost each year. The next time your 
kid misses school consider writing 
a check to the school for $45 for 
each day they’ve missed. 

Dennis Baker

Thanks to Rotary Club 
for clearing brush
Dear Editor,
 We owe a major thank you to the 
Pleasanton Rotary Club. Two of their 
members, volunteers, cleared some 
brush from our street side yard on 
Saturday, April 25. Their work in-
creased visibility sufficient to allow 
vehicles and their drivers to make a 
left turn safely from Virgin Islands 
Court on to South Valley Trails 
Drive. Thank you gentlemen.
 I have been hobbled from a 
stroke since early October 2008 
and unable to perform the mainte-
nance needed. My ability to walk 
is gradually improving since my 

discharge from a rehabilitation 
center. A key part of the problem 
is that a Virgin Island Court neigh-
bor took their complaint of poor 
visibility to the City of Pleasanton 
and my wife and I were confront-
ed with letters from a Pleasanton 
police officer demanding we fix 
the problem. Perhaps the problem 
could have been solved amicably 
before the city was involved. We 
did that the first time by hiring a 
gardening service at considerable 
expense. But within six months 
another official letter arrived. A 
key part of the problem is our 
house sits on a corner on a curve.  
Obviously the Morrison Company 
had city approval of this problem 
intersection before the Valley Trails 
tract was built beginning about 
1968. My wife and I moved in in 
1971 and raised two daughters. 
Both graduated from Foothill High 
School. My wife and I have a deep 
appreciation for living in Pleasan-
ton. For a period of time in the 
‘80s, I served as a volunteer on the 
city’s environmental monitoring 
committee. 

John F. Kelly Jr.
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Amador Valley 
Optometric

Dr. Barry C. Winston
Faculty, UC Berkeley  
School of Optometry

Board Certified 
in the Treatment 
of Ocular Disease

Black Avenue  
Professional Offices 

4450-C Black Avenue, 
Pleasanton  

925.462.2600
off Santa Rita Road behind

Lynne Wood Methodist Church

Most Vision Plans 
Accepted

 Medicare Assignment 
Accepted

Serving Pleasanton 
for more than 25 years

Keep Your Eyecare Local!

Convenient Weekday  
& Evening Hours 

Complete eyecare for Men, 
Women, Teens, & Children

Prescription 
Sunglasses

C
ar

d
en
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est Sc
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o
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l

Success for  
every child, every day

School Tours Every Wed. & Sat.
10 am to 12 noon

or by appointment at  
(925) 463-6060 or  
www.cardenwest.org

4576 Willow Road, Pleasanton
info@cardenwest.org

Providing high academic 
standards for over 30 years  

in Pleasanton

LETTERS
Continued from Page 15
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ON THE TOWN
AMERICAN

Bridges
44 Church St., Danville, 820-7200. 
Executive Chef Kevin Gin interprets 
California-American cuisine with 
European and Asian influences with 
expansive lunch and dinner menus. 
Add dessert, wine and cocktails and 
you have Bridges’ casual fine dining 
experience. Visit www.bridgesdanville.
com for event and private party details.

Eddie Papa’s American Hangout
4889 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
469-6266. Winner of The Pleasanton 
Weekly’s Reader Choice Awards for 
“Best  American Food Restaurant” and 
“Best Meal under $20”, Eddie Papa’s 
American Hangout celebrates the 
regional food and beverage cultures 
of America. Bring the whole family to 
enjoy iconic dishes from across the 
United States, Old World Hospitality, 
and hand crafted artisan cocktails. 
www.eddiepapas.com

Vic’s All Star Kitchen
201 Main St., Pleasanton, (925) 
484-0789. Vic’s delivers a starry mix 
of American food, fast service and 
a cheery atmosphere. Owner Vic 
Malatesta teamed his love of sports 
with his passion for good food to cre-

ate a solid dining experience. Vic’s is 
open daily 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. Evening 
banquets and daytime catering are 
available.

BARBECUE
Red Smoke Grill
4501 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
734-0307. Home of the Tri Tip and 
Blue, Red Smoke Grill was Voted 
Reader’s Choice Best 2006, 2007, 
2008. Dine in or take out rotisserie 
chicken, ribs, prawns, salads and tri 
tip, or pulled pork sandwiches. Relax 
with a beer or a bottle of wine. Visit 
www.redsmokegrill.com. 

BREWPUB/ALEHOUSE
The Hop Yard American Alehouse 
and Grill 
3015H Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
426-9600. Voted Best Watering Hole 
in Pleasanton, The Hop Yard offers 
30 craft beers on tap as well as great 
food. The full-service menu includes 
appetizers, salads and grilled fare that 
will bring you back time and again. 
Banquet facilities available. On the 
web at www.hopyard.com.

470 Market Place, San Ramon, 277-
9600. Featuring a giant 8-foot projec-

tion screen for major sporting events, 
they also feature 30 beers on tap 
and a great grill. Go in for the beer, 
go back for the food. More at 
www.hopyard.com.

CATERING
Pampered Palate Catering/
Girasole Grill
3180 Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton. 
925.484.1001. Pleasanton’s premier 
restaurant and catering company 
for the last 15 years. Family owned.  
Signature pastas, seafood and 
steaks. Full bar. Private banquet room. 
Reservations accepted. 
www.girasolegrill.com   

CHINESE

Chinese Szechuan
3059 Hopyard Road #G, Pleasanton, 
846-5251. Chinese Szechuan is 
Pleasanton’s best-loved Chinese res-
taurant. Family owned and run since 
1987, it has friendly service, delicious 
food and great prices, including lunch 
specials and carry-out. A banquet room 
is available. 

Panda Mandarin Cuisine
30 W. Angela St., Pleasanton, 484-
4880. Panda offers several delicious 
specials using fresh ingredients and 

4501 Hopyard Rd., 
Pleasanton
734-0307

Open daily from 11am
www.redsmokegrill.com

Family Meals To Go
Meals include four corn muffi ns and two large sides.

Rotisserie Chicken  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $16.99
Tri-Tip
  1 1/2 pound  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25.99
  2 pound. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $29.99
Slab-and-a-Half of Ribs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $28.99
One Pound Tri-Tip and Whole Chicken  . . . . . . . $32.99
Full Slab of Ribs & Whole Chicken  . . . . . . . . . . $32.99
One Pound Tri-Tip and Whole Slab . . . . . . . . . . $36.99

Sides
Small Side Salad
French Fries
Roasted Corn Salad
Potato Salad
Creamy Cole Slaw
Santa Maria Style Beans
Chicken Tortilla Soup
Mashed Potatoes

5121 hopyard road, pleasanton • 925.460.0444
www.fazrestaurants.com

Adults   $35  Seniors $30  Children 6 - 12 $15    Ages 5 & Under FREE

 Fresh Squeezed Juice Station

 Fine Meat Carving Station

 Iced Seafood Station

 Specialty Brunch Items

 Seasonal Salad Station

 Housemade Dessert Station

Sunday,  May 10, 2009  10:00 am to 4:00 pm
 Mother’s Day at

310 Main Street, Ste. A,  
Downtown Pleasanton

925-461-3113 Reservations
www.eatatstaceys.com

VOTED BEST 

COSMO by 

Diablo 

Magazine

Champagne Brunch

Mother’s Day  
Special

$36.95...Adults
$16.95...Ages 12-17
Free...Children 5 and under

925.462.9299

Ristorante

ée

AWARD-WINNING RESTAURANT 
FEATURING:

 Join Our VIP Card Program

 3 New Specialties Every Week

 Seasonal & Vegetarian Menus

 Full Bar - Featuring Premium Cocktails

 Open Patio

 Weekend Champagne Brunch 

Children’s Menu
   Kids eat free Mon & Tues

Come visit our sister restaurant in Concord

925.521.9010
2151 Salvio Street, Downtown Concord

www.ToscanaofConcord.net www.hopyard.com

PLEASANTON
(925) 426-9600
3015-H Hopyard Road

30 BEERS ON TAP 
Patio Now Open!

Most Menu Items  
Under $10

Join us for the 
"Beer Drinker 
Bailout Hour!"

$1.50 Off 
ALL Beers! 

Sun-Thurs 4pm to 5pm

N o w  O p e n 
D o w n t o w n  P l e a s a n t o n !

(Main Street and Division Street)

600 Main St. #F, Pleasanton
925-271-7708

www.yolatea.com



ON THE TOWN
spices that make traditional north-
ern Chinese cuisine such a delight. 
Open for lunch Monday through 
Friday, dinner Monday through 
Saturday, closed Sunday. A private 
banquet room is available. Visit 
www.pandapleasanton.com.

MEDITERRANEAN
Oasis Grille
780 Main St., Pleasanton, 417-
8438. Visit downtown Pleasanton’s 
exotic dining destination. Oasis 
features kabobs, rice and vegetarian 
dishes, to name a few. Check out our 
updated wine and exotic cocktail 
menus. We also cater! Visit www.
OasisGrille.com.

ITALIAN
Amarone Ristorante
680 Main St, Downtown Pleasanton, 
270-0500. Cucina Italiana! Freshly 
prepared authentic Italian specials on 
a full-course menu that changes often! 
A special Vegetarian and Vegan 
menu also. Owner Matteo Pasotto 
is from Verona and he wanted to 
name his restaurant after the famous 
Amarone wines from the Valpolicella 
region. Amarone is a very peculiar 
wine, not easy to produce. The final 
result is a very ripe, big-bodied wine 
with very little acid. Come and expe-
rience unique dining at Amarone 
Ristorante. Buon Appetito! 
www.amaronepleasanton.com 

Girasole Grill/Pampered Palate 
Catering
3180 Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton. 
925.484.1001. Pleasanton’s premier 
restaurant and catering company 
for the last 15 years. Family owned.  
Signature pastas, seafood and 
steaks. Full bar. Private banquet 
room. Reservations accepted. 
www.girasolegrill.com   

La Vite Ristorante
3037-G Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
485-4500. La Vite Ristorante was 
rated “A” by the Contra Costa Times 
restaurant critic and voted the best 
Italian restaurant by the readers of 

the Tri-Valley Herald. We’re located 
off the beaten path of downtown 
Pleasanton in the Hopyard Village 
Shopping Center.

JAPANESE
Sato Japanese Cuisine
3105-K Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
462-3131. Makoto Sato, Owner 
Operator has been serving tradi-
tional japanese cuisine for over 25 

years in Pleasanton. Enjoy the vari-
ety of our sushi bar and Japanese 
tempura and teriyaki sushi. We are 
open for lunch and dinner. We also 
do catering. Open Tuesday through 
Sunday and closed Monday. 

To have your restaurant listed in 
this dining directory, please call 
the Pleasanton Weekly Advertising 
Department at (925) 600-0840
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Reservations Encouraged 484-0789

Barone’s Restaurant

475 Saint John | Pleasanton | 426-0987

New Hours...
Open Daily at 4pm!

   Reduced prices on drinks and  
   appetizers at our bar!

    any two entrees!

Mon.-Sat. 11:30am to 9:30pm
Sun. 4:30pm to 9:30pm

(925) 417-2214
927 A Main St. 

Pleasanton

Catering available 

We make the best authentic, traditional Korean cuisine in the Tri-Valley area. 
Try our traditional marinated Korean Barbecue.

15% OFF 
Dinner Only
Bring in this ad 
exp 5/31/09

Take a look at our reviews -  People Love us on Yelp!

 

In Hopyard Village Shopping Center 
3015-K Hopyard Rd.

462-3131

OWNER OPERATED FOR 25 YEARS 
 

  
Tempura  

Teriyaki Sushi

Celebrate Mom
Treat her to an unforgettable meal

at 

Mother’s Day Champagne Brunch Buff et  
11 am - 4 pm

Reservations Recommended 

Full Bar Now Open!

Reservations Online925. 417. 8438
780 Main Street, Pleasanton

www.oasisgrille.com

270-0500  425-0099 
 680 Main St.,  

Downtown Pleasanton
www.amaronepleasanton.com

SPECIAL MOTHER’S DAY MENU
For reservations call 925-425-0099

Open from 11:30 am to 9:30 pm

Buon Appetito!

MAY 10TH



Author Visits
AUTHOR READING AND SIGNING 
Authors Len Harris, Annette Langer, 
and Lynette Pierce will be doing 
readings, answering questions and 
signing their books at 10 a.m., Friday 
May 15, at the Pleasanton Senior 
Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. The public 
is encouraged to attend. Cost is $2. 
Visit www.booklockerbooks.com. 

Clubs
ROTARY CLUB OF PLEASANTON 
CEMETERY PROJECT Members of the 
Rotary Club of Pleasanton will be 
working in the Pioneer Cemetery 
to revitalize some of the grave sites 
from 8-11 a.m., Saturday, May 9. 
The work will involve adding dirt 
and rocks to level the view. Visit 
www.pleasantonrotary.org. 

TRIVALLEY DEMS TO MEET 
GARAMENDI Tri Valley Dems Meet 
Garamendi Meet Lt. Governor 
of California John Garamendi, 
Assembly Member Joan Buchanan 
and State Senator Mark DeSaunier, 
Adriel Hampton and Anthony 
Bothwell Monday, May 18, at 
IBEW 595 Hall, 6250 Village Pkwy., 
Dublin. Call 831-8355. 

Concerts
‘MOVIE AND MUSICAL FAVORITES’ 

Valley Concert Chorale presents 
“Movie and Musical Favorites” with 
an audience sing-a-long at 7 p.m., 
Saturday, May 9, at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 1225 Hopyard Rd. Tickets 
are $18 if purchased in advance; $20 
at the door; students ages 18 and 
under are free. Advance tickets may 
be ordered by calling 866-4003. 

Events
69TH ANNUAL PLEASANTON ROSE 
SHOW The rose show will start at 
7:30 a.m. with registration until 10 
a.m.; judging from 10 a.m.-12:30 
p.m.; an awards ceremony at 1:30 
p.m.; viewing open to the public 
and wine tasting from 1-5 p.m., 
Saturday, May 9, at the Pleasanton 
library, 400 Old Bernal Ave. Visit 
www.pleasantonroseshow.com. 

DISCOVER HERITAGE HOMES Discover 
Heritage Homes will be held from 
9 a.m.-noon, Saturday, May 9, on 
the front lawn of the Museum On 
Main Street, 603 Main St. Learn 
more about Pleasanton’s architec-
tural heritage. Call 462-2766, e-mail 
office@museumonmain.org or visit 
www.museumonmain.org. 

FAMILY FUN DAY Enjoy Pleasanton 
Foothill Little League’s Family Fun 
Day from 11 a.m.-4 p.m., Saturday, 
May 16, at Pleasanton Sports Park. 
There will be a BBQ, games, a 
silent auction, raffle, cotton candy, 

face painting, Dunk “Da” Coach, 
and more. This event is free, but 
BBQ tickets will be pre-sold. If you 
want to join in the fun, e-mail hud-
saw27@gmail.com. 

HAPPY ENDINGS REUNION Have you 
adopted pets through Tri-Valley 
Animal Rescue during the past 17 
years? If so, you are invited to a 
Happy Endings Reunion from 1-4 
p.m., Sunday, May 17, at Memorial 
Dog Park, at Bollinger Canyon 
Road and San Ramon Valley Blvd. 
Enjoy food, drinks and a raffle. 
Prepaid tickets are $5. First 25 
dogs will receive a free gift bag. 
Visit www.tvar.org. 

HIDDEN GARDENS OF THE VALLEY 
TOUR  The Hidden Gardens of the 
Valley Tour will be held from 10 
a.m.-4 p.m., Sunday, May 17, at 
11 different gardens in Pleasanton. 
Tickets are $35. Proceeds ben-
efit Valley Humane Society. Buzz 
Bertolero, the “Dirt Gardener” from 
KRON4 will be available at one gar-
den for questions. Call 426-8656 
or visit www.valleyhumane.org. 

HISTORIC HOME STROLL A self-guid-
ed tour of eight historic homes will 
be held from 1-4 p.m., Saturday, 
May 9 at homes in Pleasanton. 
Tickets are $20 in advance; $25 
on the day of. Ticket holders will 
receive maps to guide them to each 
home. Call 786-8866. 

MIRAMONT WINERY RELEASE Tesla 

Page 20 May 8, 2009 Pleasanton Weekly

Mental Toughness Training

We make it easy for serious athletes to learn 
and apply mental skills.  Guaranteed!

Erika Carlson, M.A. CC-AASP-

David Bellinger, M.S.

510-331-0327

Pleasanton – Walnut Creek

 www.ErikaCarlsonSports.com

www.angelrelaxcenter.com 
7206 Regional St., Dublin

 925.560.0888

Open 7 Days:  10am-10pm
Visit our other locations:

34908 Newark Blvd. • Newark • 510.713.9668
3900 Pelandale Ave., #105 • Modesto • 209.543.1888

Experience The Joys Of
FOOT MASSAGE

Conditions Reflexology Benefits:
Headaches, Sinus, Stress, Allergies, 
Overweight, Impotence, Insomnia, 

Circulation, Hypertension,  
Diabetes and more!

$5 OFF

Angel Relax Center
Makes a great 

Mother’s Day  

gift!

Serving the Tri-Valley for over 25 years

463-2150
6155 Stoneridge Drive, Suite 100, Pleasanton

(at the corner of Stoneridge & Franklin, between Hopyard & I-680)

Spotlight on 
Fashion Event

Fashion is in Bloom with a 
frame bouquet of colors and styles 

for summer activities and 
fun in the sun.

Thursday, 
May 14, 2009

4pm - 8pm

$50 OFF 
2nd

prescription
pair.

$25 OFF 
non

prescription
Sunwear  

Come view our entire Collection 
from Oakley and Coach

POST CALENDAR ITEMS AT WWW.PLEASANTONWEEKLY.COM

Calendar
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Vintners will release its Miramont 
Estate Vineyards 2007 Zinfandel 
and the winemaker will be on site 
from 1-6 p.m., Saturday, May 9, 
at Tesla Vintners, 5143 Tesla Rd., 
Livermore. Enjoy cheese and fruit 
with samples of wine. This event is 
free. Call 606-9463. 

ROTARY’S NILES CANYON WINE TRAIN 
Livermore Rotary will host the 11th 
annual Niles Canyon Wine Train 
from 6:30-8:30 p.m., Saturday, May 
9, meeting at Niles Canyon Railroad, 
6 Kilkare Rd., Sunol. Tickets are $20 
and are available at The Travel Bug, 
2269 Third St., Livermore or at the 
station shortly before departure. Call 
606-7564. 

SPRING FLING Dinners Galore will 

be hosting a “Spring Fling” open 
house with Wood Family Vineyards, 
American Swim Academy, Tri 
Valley Adventure Boot Camp, Wow 
Green, and Shaklee from 6-9 p.m., 
Thursday, May 14, at Dinners 
Galore, 51 Wright Brothers Ave., 
Suite E, Livermore. This event is 
free. Call 456-3257. 

TRI-VALLEY VEGETARIAN SOCIETY 
POTLUCK Tri-Valley residents are 
welcome to share and enjoy deli-
cious plant-based foods from 1-4 
p.m., Saturday, May 16, at the San 
Ramon Library, Meeting Room, 100 
Montgomery St. A guest speaker will 
talk about the relationship between 
food, health and the environment. 
Cost is $2 with a side dish; $10 
without a side dish. Call 989-1811 

or visit www.thriveholistic.com. 

Fundraisers
‘KIDS STUFF’ SALE AT FAIRLANDS 
ELEMENTARY Come provide a new 
home for gently used kids things 
from 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Saturday, 
May 9, at Fairlands Elementary 
School, 4151 W. Las Positas Blvd. 
Proceeds will benefit the school’s 
Technology Fund. Donation are 
needed; drop-off is on the day 
before the sale; no car seats, 
mattresses, blankets or bedding. 
Admission is free for PTA members; 
$1 for the general public. Call 918-
1823. 

BRAS FOR THE CAUSE BREAST 

You may qualify  
through your insurance!

(925) 249-9642
4725 First Street #270
Downtown Pleasanton 

Visit www.taharacenter.com

FREE(   )
Body Composition Analysis!

Typical 
Medical 
Office’s 

Rate $80

LOSE 15 TO  
30 LBS.  

in 2 Weeks

Detox Weight Loss Center

Serious ailments  
and medical 
conditions  
can be minimized  
or eliminated 
through this life 
changing program!

Lose Weight Rapidly
Gain Optimal Energy and Health

Easily Adopt New Nutritional Habits

A Special 

Place For 

    Children 

of All Ages

426-8011
55 W Angela Suite 200 Pleasanton 
www.kiddodentist.com

426-8011
55 W Angela Suite 200 Pleasanton 
www.kiddodentist.com

Most Insurance Accepted

Pediatric Dentist

Pediatric Dentistry
Chao Wen Wang, D.D.S, M.S

Diplomate American Board of Pediatric Dentistry

AcceptingNewPatients!

Discover private apartment living in 
Pleasanton with views of  the surround-

ing hills…Freedom from the time and ex-
pense of  housekeeping, home maintenance, 
menu planning, grocery shopping, cooking 
and clean-up…Neighbors and staff  who 
become friends before too long.

Discover assisted living and memory care 
services as comforting and energizing as your 
fi rst cup of  coffee in the morning. Call today to 
schedule a tour.

I AM A STICKLER FOR 
FRESHNESS. AND I FANCY 
MYSELF A PRETTY GOOD 
COOK. WHEN I FOUND 
THAT THE PARKVIEW 
OFFERS A MENU THAT 
HAS MORE THAN ONE 
ENTRÉE, FRESH FRUITS 
AND VEGETABLES AND 
CHANGES EVERY DAY 
—MY DECISION ON 
WHERE TO LIVE WAS EASY.

100 VALLEY AVENUE (FORMERLY JUNIPERO ST.) 
PLEASANTON

925-461-3042
WWW.ESKATON.ORG   MANAGED BY ESKATONLicense #015601283

Th e Perf ect Blend
THE INDEPENDENCE YOU WANT, THE ASSISTANCE YOU NEED.

2324 Santa Rita Road Suite 2A, Pleasanton CA

Phone: 925-931-1135
Website: www.naturalcleaninginstitute.com
Email: info@ naturalcleaninginstitute.com

Specializing in: Detoxification and Nature Weight Loss

Do You Feel Tired, No Energy, 
Bloated, Gassy, or Just out of Sorts?

Let Us Show You How to “Clean-up” and Detoxify

Institute of Natural Cleansing  
and Weight Loss

25% Off 
Initial Services with Ad

205 A Main St. Pleasanton ( Behind Vic’s All Star Cafe )

925.249.YARN
yourknittingplace@comcast.net

Surprise 

Mom with a Gift 

Certificate this 

Mother’s Day!

925 846.7511
614 Main Street

Downtown Pleasanton

Goldsmith and Gemologist Since 1972We Buy Gold!

Open late May 8th for Spring Fling!
Perfect for Mother’s Day, May 10th!

For women of discriminating taste...
Special Sterling Silver 

Diamond Bracelet Collection

LUMBER & HARDWARE

YOUR LOCAL 
HARDWARE STORE

5505 Sunol Blvd, Pleasanton 925 846 5040

(Across from Raley’s Market)

Trusted Name Brands Since 1976

925-417-0460 
drobinson@yatittleins.com 

260 Main St. Downtown Pleasanton

WE’RE BACK IN PLEASANTON!

Let us provide you with a no obligation 
review of your current insurance!

Auto, Home, Umbrella and Business Insurance

As an Independent Insurance Agency we represent 
a carefully selected group of financially sound, 
reputable insurance companies. We place your 

policy with the company offering the best coverage 
at a competitive price with no broker fees.



Page 22 May 8, 2009 Pleasanton Weekly

CALENDAR

CANCER WALK A 10K (six miles) 
fundraising walk through 
Pleasanton will be complete with 
a bra-decorating contest from 
7-11 p.m., Saturday, May 9. Cost 
is $39 before March 31; $50 
thereafter. Proceeds benefit Axis 
Health and Komen for the Cure. 

Visit www.trivalleysocks.org. 

CALIFORNIA PEACE OFFICERS’ 
ASSOCIATION’S MEMORIAL RUN AND 
BBQ Come and salute those who 
have given the ultimate sacrifice at 
a Memorial Run and BBQ starting 
at 7:30 a.m., Saturday, May 9, at 
Shadow Cliffs Regional Park, 2500 
Stanley Blvd. Cost is $35, including 
a T-shirt, beverages, raffle tickets 
and BBQ lunch. Meal tickets are 
$10 for adults; $7 for children 
under 12. Call (209) 795-7832 or 
visit www.onyourmarkevents.com. 

GARAGE SALE FOR THE ANIMALS 
Valley Humane Society will hold 
a fundraising garage sale from 8 
a.m.-3 p.m., Saturday, May 9, at 
a private residence, 3229 Curtis 
Circle. Proceeds will benefit VHS 
animal care and adoption services. 
The sale will feature a wide variety 
of donated items including col-
lectibles, household items, home 
decor, books, toys, jewelry and 
gently-used clothing. Visit www.val-
leyhumane.org. 

LAUREL ALICE WILLIAMS 
FOUNDATION FUNDRAISER The 
launch of the Laurel Alice Williams 

(LAW)Foundation and the win-
ner of the LAW scholarship will be 
held at 6:30 p.m., Friday, June 5, at 
Crow Canyon Country Club, 711 
Silver Lake Dr., Danville. Tickets 
are $100, including dinner. Auction 
items can be viewed online at www.
laurelalicefoundation.com. 

OPD FALLEN HEROES FUNDRAISER 
O.P.D. Fallen Heroes Fundraising 
Committee will host a BBQ, raffle 
and auction fundraiser from 11 
a.m.-7 p.m., Saturday, May 9, 
at The Warehouse Bar and Grill, 
402 Webster St., Oakland. Raffle 
tickets are $100 each. Proceeds 
benefit the foundation. Call 200-
2005 or visit www.opdfallenhe-
roes.com. 

SPRING RUMMAGE SALE Hart 
Middle School Parent Faculty 
Association will host a Rummage 
Sale from 8 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Saturday, May 9, at Hart Middle 
School, 4433 Willow Rd. Great 
deals on previously owned 
clothes, sporting goods and other 
household items. Proceeds will 
benefit the school. 

Kids & Teens
COMMUNITY CHINESE SCHOOL 
CARNIVAL The public is invited to 
attend Pleasanton Community 
Chinese School’s Carnival from 
11 a.m.-1 p.m., Saturday, May 9, 
at Mohr Elementary School, 3300 
Dennis Dr. Admission is free, but 
there is a fee for games and food. 
Call 828-9577 or visit www.pccs-
usa.org. 

FREE TEEN WORKSHOP Teens will 
talk about ways to keep busy, have 
fun and be safe over the summer 
from 2-4 p.m., Saturday, May 16, 
at the Pleasanton Public Library, 
400 Old Bernal Ave. Teens will 
have opportunity to share and par-
ticipate in creative project and will 
receive a free Jamba Juice gift card. 
Call 600-9762, ext. 7. 

Lectures/
Workshops
FREELANCER’S LIFE AND WRITING 
SHORT STORIES California Writers 
Club Tri-Valley Branch will host 
a double program by author 
Margaret Lucke with a luncheon 
presentation from 11:30 a.m.-1:45 
p.m., Saturday, May 16 followed 
by an optional workshop from 2-4 
p.m. on writing great short sto-
ries, at Oasis Grille, 780 Main St., 
Pleasanton. Cost for the lunch pre-
sentation is $21 for members; $27 
for non-members; workshop is $25 
for non-members. To register for 
either or both, call 462-7495. 

Political Notes
TRI-VALLEY REPUBLICAN WOMEN 
MEETING Tri-Valley Republican 
Women Federated will host guest 
speaker Steve Giraud of the NorCal 
Minutemen Defense Corps at a 
dinner meeting from 6:30-9 p.m., 
Thursday, May 14, at Cattlemen’s 
Restaurant, 2882 Kitty Hawk 
Rd., Livermore. Cost is $26 for 
members; $30 for non-members; 
advance reservations required by 
May 9. Call 846-5944. 

Scholarships
AAUW LOCAL SCHOLARSHIPS The 
AAUW Scholarship Foundation is 
now accepting applications from 
Tri-Valley women who are college 

Nominated for best Day Spa in
 Alameda County for 2009

CLOCK REPAIR
Free Estimates
Free Pick-up & Delivery in Tri-Valley

Timely Service

Byfield’s Clock Shop Call (925) 736-9165

 
 
 
 
 

 Angela Aloise                            Lori Smith 
     Sr. Loan Agent/VP Certified Mortgage Planner

 925-461-6955          925-461-6959
aaloise@rpm mtg.com lsmith@rpm mtg.com

30 W. Neal Street, #105, Pleasanton, CA 94566 

 

Interest rates are at historic lows, and a 
variety of flexible mortgage options are 
available. Great deals can currently be 
found on almost any type of property! 

 

We Are Committed To:
Exceptional Customer Service

925.462.1207
Showroom and Factory located at

4225 Stanley Blvd., Pleasanton, CA 94566
www.window-ology.com

Contractor’s License #904282

GRAHAM-HITCH
MORTUARY

Dignified Care  
& Compassionate Service 

Since 1891

Advance Planning 
Made Easy

Call Deanna for a FREE 
 consultation. In-home 

visits available.

4167 First Street, Pleasanton

925-846-5624
Crematory Privately Owned  

& Operated
FD#429

LUMBER & HARDWARE
5505 Sunol Blvd, Pleasanton 925 846 5040

(Across from Raley’s Market)

Trusted Name Brands Since 1976

DECKING
 TREX 
REDWOOD
TIMBER TECH
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undergraduates achieving junior 
or senior standing by Fall 2009. 
Applicants must be planning to 
attend a 4 year college or university. 
For an application, call 484-0602. 
Deadline is May 15. 

Seniors
CAMP 55—ALVISO ADOBE 
COMMUNITY PARK A week long edu-
cational camp for ages 55 and over 
will be from 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m., 
Monday-Friday, May 18-22, at the 
Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353 
Sunol Blvd. There will be lectures, 
cheese making, arts and crafts, 
daily gourmet box lunch, t-shirt 
and transportation to Alviso Park. 
Advance reservations are required. 
Cost is $110R/$121N all week; 
$25R/$28N daily. Call 931-5365. 

SENIOR CENTER VIP CLUB This 
club is offering three trips during 
the spring including a trip to the 
Ironstone Vineyards and Murphy’s 
from 8 a.m.-7 p.m., Wednesday, 
May 13 (cost is $79 for mem-
bers; $81 for non-members). 
Reservations are required for all; 
call 931-5365 or visit the Travel 
Desk at the Senior Center, 5353 
Sunol Blvd. 

Spiritual
‘WHAT IS WAITING TO BE BORN 
IN US’ Tri-Valley Unity Church will 
host guest speaker Dr. Richard 
Southern who will speak on 
“What is Waiting to be Born in 
Us: Nurturing the Spiritual Life” 

at 10 a.m., Sunday, May 10, at 
2260 Camino Ramon, San Ramon. 
Ongoing classes and groups are 
available. Call 829-2733 or visit 
www.trivalleyunity.com. 

Support 
Groups
TRI-VALLEY CHAPTER OF THE 
NATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE BLIND 
This club will host its monthly meet-
ing from 1-3 p.m., Saturday, May 
9, at Valley Memorial Hospital, 
Cafeteria Room 2, 1111 E. Stanley 
Blvd., Livermore. Any visually 
impaired or blind person is welcome 
to attend. Call Carl at 449-9362. 

(925) 416-1111
3003-B Hopyard Rd. Pleasanton

It’s offi cially Spring: time
 for longer days, soft rain, 
and daffodils, as life renews 
itself before our eyes. It is 
fi tting that this is the season 
to celebrate Mothers. 

Cardinal 
Jewelers

Original Owner est.  1977
“A world of fi ne gems.”

670 Main Street  
Downtown Pleasanton 

(925) 462-0814

Gifts & Home Accents
Clover CreekClover Creek

    Great 
       Moms 
   deserve 
 Great 
       Gifts

Downtown Pleasanton Presents

“Celebrate Mothers Day 

and Spring with food, 

drinks, drawings, family 

entertainment and  

FRESH flowers.”

May 8th 5-9pm

Visit www.pleasantondowntown.net
for additional event details.

It’s a
Spring Fling

Sponsored by

Start Right. Start Here.

WITH COUPON.  
APPLIES TO REGULAR  

SINGLE SIDED HOUSE KEYS ONLY. 
EXPIRES 5-31-09. 

FREE KEY!

1807 Santa Rita Rd, Pleasanton
Phone (925) 846-0660

www.truevalue.com

Workbench  
True Value Hardware 

Bypass 
or Anvil 
Pruner 
Nonstick 
steel blades.

$199
SALE

L 127 855, 
107 250 B12

Looking for Dr. J?
Marianna Juergens DVM 
is no longer at her previous 
practice.

Please email: 
drjvet@yahoo.com

or call 925.960.1393

I look forward to caring 
for your pets again in the near future!

LUMBER & HARDWARE

 
 

5505 Sunol Blvd, Pleasanton 925 846 5040

(Across from Raley’s Market)

Trusted Name Brands Since 1976



celebrating

6001 Norris Canyon Road, San Ramon
800.284.2878   

www.sanramonmedctr.com

Shane Andersen 
R.R.T.

Respiratory Therapy

Rosalie Shaw 
C.L.S.

Clinical Laboratory

James Ward 
Emergency

E X T R A O R D I N A R Y    C A R E

As we celebrate National Nurses Week and National Hospital & Healthcare Week, we take a moment to recognize 

those employees who make both San Ramon Regional Medical Center and our community such a remarkable place.  

They exemplify the commitment, skill and compassionate care we offer. This recognition begins with our special employees 

honored this year: Michael Nixon, Blood Conservation Manager, installed into the Tenet Healthcare Heroes Hall of Fame; 

Natalie Mitchell, R.N., Family Birthing Center, voted Employee of the Year; Barbara Reis, R.D., Certified Diabetes Educator, 

named Caregiver of the Year; and Debra Witters, R.N., Family Birthing Center, winning the Florence Nightingale Award 

for Nursing. From the emergency room, to the operating room, to the patient room, we’re here for you.

Julie Klingel 
R.N., BSN

Intensive Care Unit

Janet Katz 
L.V.N., WCC 

Wound & Ostomy

Michael Nixon 
Blood Conservation 

Tenet Hero  
Hall of Fame Winner

Mariya Butenko 
Housekeeping 

Debra Witters 
R.N., IBCLC

Family Birthing Center 
Florence Nightingale Award

Natalie Mitchell 
R.N., BSN, CLE

Family Birthing Center 
Employee of the Year

Barbara Reis 
R.D., CDE 

Diabetes Management  
Caregiver of the Year

 Claudia Vahabzadeh 
R.N. 

Medical Surgical Unit

Ronaldo Tauro 
Housekeeping


