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removes $9.9M There’s still hope

from budget after Down
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Son arrested for
Castlewood couple’s murders

Ernest Scherer III, 30, is charged with
special circumstances, could face death penalty
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in the old|Kottinger Barn
200 Ray St. Pleasanton925-600-04260

SWIM SCHOOL

. Where Every Child is a Star!

* Swim lessons 6 months to adults
* Beginner through competitive training
* Private one-on-one lessons
* Year-round instruction

Suit up and join
us today!

925-967-0900
www.AllStarSwimSchool.com

5800 Camino Tassajara
Pleasanton, CA 94588
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NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

To promote and develop the growth of tennis.

A Fresh Alternative to Traditional Team Sports

LEAGUE SPONSORED
BY USTA NorCal
and RLG SPORTS

Registration for the PLS JR TEAM TENNIS LEAGUE can be mailed to:
PLS JR TEAM TENNIS - c/o Rhonda Gibbs 2197 Arroyo Ct. #1 Pleasanton, CA 94588.
$90 will be required at the time of registration. Registration closes on March 19, 2009.

Learn to play tennis while having fun with your friends.
Suitable for beginner players. Boys and girls ages 8-13
are eligible. Season runs from March 29th — May 17th
with team matches taking place on Sunday afternoons.

Includes: Eight week season, team t-shirt, awards, USTA membership, and an end of season party.

Volunteers Needed
pleasantonjuniorteamtennis@yahoo.com (925) 484-3134

First 30 to register will receive a FREE Wilson Racket
www.norcalteamtennis.com

Pleasanton Junior Team Tennis League 2009

MARKET

C oA F E
PRIME RIB NIGHT
Every Saturday Night

5:30pm-10:00pm
ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET

featuring...

Chef - Carved Roasted Prime Rib of Beef
‘With Horseradish Cream, AU Jus

Pasta Du Jour ~ Mashed Potato Bar
Steamed Seasonal Vegetables with Fresh Herbs

Creamed Spinach - Sautéed Mushrooms
Salad Bar
Cobbler Du Jour

Adults $19.95 ~ Kids under 12 $11.95
Regular Menu Also Available

A\arriott

PLEASANTON

11950 Dublin Canyon Rd. Pleasanton 94588
(925) 847-6000
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With over 45 years of combined
experience in financial services and
asset management, Summit Financial
Group Advisors Don Ledoux, Steve
Wilcox, Vanessa Staley and Nathan
Bennett specialize in retirement
strategies, wealth management and
estate planning for families and
business owners.

Summit Financial Group
Congratulates our own
STEVE WILCOX
Recipient of the Danville
Chamber of Commerce
Chairman’s Award

o o
SUMMIT

FINAMNCIAL GROLIP, LA

Comprehensive Financial Services
2010 Crow Canyon Place, Suite 120
San Ramon, CA 94583 « www.summitfingroup.com

925-866-7800

Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through Securian Financial Services Inc. Securities Dealer, member FINRA/SIPC.
Summit Financial Group LLC is independently owned and operated. TR#42633 DOFU 01/2009
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Upcoming Events For Seniors at -A-.
Rosewood Gardens |

March 17
St. Patrick’s Day Party w/live entertainment

March 19
Financial Sense for Seniors

March 24
Historical Talk with the Livermore Heritage Guild

March 28
Driver Evaluation Seminar

Call us today for more
information or to RSVP.

Space is limited.
925-443-7200

35 Fenton Street e Livermore, CA 94550
Tel. (925) 443-7200 e Fax (925) 443-7212
rosewoodgardensseniorliving.com
Lic. #015601306 os

Rosewood
GARDENS

Assisted Living




Pleas

by Jeb Bing

Chicago

Around

anton

Tribune

losing readers, but
not its iconic tower

ot all news about the big
Ncity daily newspapers is

troubling, although there’s
plenty of that being reported. A
bright spot came Tuesday out of
Chicago when real estate mogul
Sam Zell, who took the Tribune
Company private in 2007, dropped
his plans to sell the 40-story goth-
ic Tribune Tower
that’s home to the
Chicago Tribune.
Outstanding debt
from Zell’s lev-
eraged buyout of

Crowds jam the art
shows and other
festivities on the

bringing back pieces of pyramids
or Greek temples and imbedding
these in the granite at the Michigan
Avenue street level of the tower as
it was being built in the 1930s. On
any weekend, weather permitting,
crowds jam the art shows and other
festivities on the Tribune Plaza
and take time to read about the
sometimes strange-
looking  objects
sticking out from
the Tribune Tower
walls. It’s too bad
readership and the

Tribune, which | Tribune Plaza and advertising  that
also owns the Los ; supports newspa-
Angeles  Times take time to read pers aren’t as rock-

and other media,
caused the firm to
file for bankrupt-
cy. Still, he now
says he won’t sell
Tribune Tower or
the landmark Los
Angeles  Times
building to help reduce the debt.
This was good news for me. I
worked at The Chicago Trib for
13 years as a reporter and one
of the editors and occasionally
revisit the workplace on trips back
to Chicago. The massive fourth
floor newsroom with its two-story
ceiling and a glass-walled fifth
floor visitors’ center is still one of
the largest in the industry despite
recent layoffs. Although 40 stories
aren’t much these days side by
side with Chicago’s 90- and 100-
story buildings, there’s still some-
thing quite breathtaking about a
ride on three different elevators to
the small single room at the top of
the tower, where editorial cartoon-
ists used to do their work. The
room’s empty now.

Tribune Tower is still a tour-
ist attraction in Chicago not only
because of its historic architecture
but also because of the scores of
artifacts collected by the late Col.
Robert McCormick, a World War
I officer who traveled the world,

about the sometimes
strange-looking
objects sticking out
from the Tribune
Tower walls.

hard as the build-
ings housing the
Chicago Tribune
and Los Angeles
Times. The other
daily in Chicago,
the Sun-Times,
is in even worse
financial shape, so Chicago could
soon be a one-newspaper town.
Closer to home, it’s the San
Francisco Chronicle that’s in trou-
ble, making that city possibly the
first among major centers to go
without a daily newspaper. Hearst
Corp. told employees Tuesday
that continued and growing loss-
es since 2001 could cause it to
shut down the paper within a few
weeks unless a buyer can be found.
In Seattle, Philadelphia, Detroit,
Denver and in some smaller cit-
ies, morning dailies are for sale
or likely to shut down. Even the
venerable New York Times, short
of cash with a huge debt load, is
trying to sell its Manhattan head-
quarters. But then other than an
unattractive glass and steel build-
ing that occasionally attracts pro-
pellers, it wouldn’t be a loss to
the New York landscape. At least
Chicago’s Sam Zell has an appre-
ciation for unique architecture and
will keep the city’s iconic tower in
the newspaper family for now. =

About the Cover

design by Manuel Valenzuela.

The son of Ernest Scherer Jr. and Charlene Abendroth, the couple brutally
beaten and stabbed in their Castlewood home, has been arrested on two
counts of murder with special circumstance—multiple murder and murder
for financial gain. He was arraigned on Thursday. The arrest comes nearly
a year after the pair were discovered in their country club residence,
located on the first hole of the Castlewood Country Club Hill Course. Cover
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Lose Weight Rapidly
Gain Optimal Energy and Health
Easily Adopt New Nutritional Habits

Serious ailments
and medical
conditions

can be minimized
or eliminated
through this life
changing program!

Detox Weight Loss Center

(925) 249-9642

4725 First Street #270
Downtown Pleasanton
Visit www.taharacenter.com

Typical

Medical

Office’s
Rate $80

Body Composition Analysis!

CARDEN
WEST
SCHOOL

Success for
every child, every day

School Tours Every Wed. & Sat.
10 am to 12 noon

or by appointment at
(925) 463-6060 or
www.cardenwest.org

TOOHDS LSIM NIAY™VD

¢ 1st-5th Grade

e Full-Day
Kindergarten

e Pre-Kindergarten

¢ Preschool

¢ Toddler Program

¢ Extended Care

e Summer Camp

Providing high academic
standards for over 30 years
in Pleasanton

¢ Licensed
* Nonsectarian
* Nonprofit
4576 Willow Road, Pleasanton

info@cardenwest.org

TIRE & AUTO
CENTERS

E RyNck
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S ““DELUXE LUBE, OIL,
FILTER CHANGE & TIRE ROTATION
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COMPUTERIZED " 30-60-90K SCHEDULED

VEHICLE ALIGNMENT VEHICLE MAINTENANCE
$4 9 Thrust Angle $2 5 Regular Price

® Includes Tune up (new spark plugs)
o Transmission service
o New PCV valve
© Radiator dm/n & fill with up
fo one al. of antifreeze.
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e 12mo./12,000 Mile Warranfy

~
-

1 00% Satisfaction Guaranteed

GOODSYEAR N
ASSURANCE

1ea1urmg COMFORT TREAD TECHNOLOGY

80,000 Mile Tread Life Limited Warranty
P205/75R14 $86.95 P205/70R15 $99.00

Dauble your Mail-In Rebate up 1o

$100

whin yoa make the purchage g the Goodhyear Credit Cad.!
Lo this ad for more detady.!
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$1I2-G minimum purchase reguired. See this ad for details,

PLEASANTON 3420 Stanley Blvd. 925-462-4900

PLEASANTON* 4216 Rosewood Dr. 925-734-3444
Also Dublin, Livermore, and Castro Valley

Mon thur Fri - 7am to 6pm, Sat - 8am to 5pm  Locations with a * are open Sun - 8am to 5pm
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Chameleon Consignment

Quality Consignment Furniture
& Custom Order Sofas

FREE pickup in our pickup*

detalls.

s

For Over 30 Years,

i -:‘

*If you live in Dublin or
Pleasanton. Please call for

Tel: (925) 299 1994
Blackwood Lane | afaye’[te

Quality Assured an Every Step

- ‘_
R-CWOCDRE.
AN ATE S

_eh;'hr-._

s B Free Estimates |

Hours: M-F 10:30am-5:30pm,
Sat 10:30am-4pm

3950-C Valley Ave., Pleasanton

Page 4 e February 27, 2009 e Pleasanton Weekly

[SILMAR

FLOORING
Residential * Commercial * Hospitality

(925) 846-7600

www.silmarflooring.com

|

Streetwise

Why did you choose
Pleasanton as your place
of residence?

Asked Around Town

Sue Sato

We moved from the Peninsula and
everyone thought we were moving
to Mars. People on the Peninsula

don’t realize how much Pleasanton
has to offer. There are parks every-
where, it’s family-oriented and the
schools are great. We’ve lived here
for 20 years and we love it here.

Michelle Lemus

We chose Pleasanton because of the
school district. We’ve lived here for
about six and a half years, moving
from Fremont and we love the sense
of family community, the variety

of after-school activities in the area
and the parks. I also feel very safe
and secure raising my children here.

Ben Hellickson

We had some friends who lived in
Pleasanton who we’d visit and we
really liked the small-town feel so
we decided to move here from San
Francisco. It’s been three years and
we are very happy because we are
still able to enjoy the city since it’s
fairly close. We don’t have children
yet but we hear the school system is
very good, which is another reason
why we like living here.

Lucy Maldonado

I am a single woman and I thought
it would be the safest place to live. I
walk every evening and I have never
been yelled at or felt unsafe when
I’m outside. I discovered Pleasanton
about six years ago when I was dat-
ing someone who lived here. There
are a lot of friendly people all over
and I have this good feeling that
nothing bad will ever happen to me
as long as I live here.

Laura Orenberg

I chose Pleasanton because of the
wonderful educational system. We
moved here 16 years ago from
Oakland with our children. I will vote
yes on the parcel tax because I'm very
concerned about what will happen to
our home values if our schools become
too crowded and our test scores
decrease. Pleasanton has some of the
highest scores in California which
makes it a desirable place to live.

Have a Streetwise question? E-mail: editor@PleasantonWeekly.com

Compiled by Hillary Bessiere



Newsfront

News Digest

Join police academy

Enrollment for the spring ses-
sion of the Pleasanton Police
Department Citizens Academy
is open. Classes are from 6:30
to 9:30 p.m. Thursdays starting
March 5. Students will learn
from lecture, demonstrations and
hands-on activities. The goals of
the program are to create closer
partnerships with the community,
explain law enforcement proce-
dures and to discuss the impor-
tance of public involvement in
the policing process. Applications
are available the Pleasanton
Police Department, 4833 Bernal
Ave., by contacting Sgt. Mike
Tryphonas at 931-5169 or mtry-
phonas @ci.pleasanton.ca.us.

Nature art on display

A free art exhibit will be held
from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday
at Mohr Elementary School,
3300 Dennis Drive. Featuring
works from various mediums
by about 80 Nirmitee Arts stu-
dents, the theme of the display is
nature. An artists reception will
be at 3 p.m. To learn more, visit
WWww.nirmitiarts.com.

One year later

Pleasantonians 4 Peace marks
the year anniversary of its first
peace vigil next month. They will
hold their monthly candlelight
vigil at 7 p.m. March 11 in front
of the Museum On Main, 603
Main St. The public is invited to
reflect on the human and mon-
etary costs of the war, honor vet-
erans and visualize ways of mov-
ing beyond conflict to a more
peaceful world. They will meet
the second Wednesday of the
month “as long as necessary.”

Protecting assets

The Dublin Library, 200 Civic
Plaza, offers a free workshop on
protecting retirement assets with
independent financial services
professional Kit Batina. From
10:30 am. to 1:30 p.m. March
7, she will discuss strategies on
how not outlive your income,
protection against long-term care
expenses, Social Security, Medi-
Cal, reverse mortgages and more.

Correction

In last week’s news section, we pub-
lished a photo of a painter recreating
the Coffee Roast Express building at
St. John and Main streets downtown,
(“Enjoying the sunshine,” News, page
7). Problem was, we mistakenly said
it was “historic.” Our memory must be
short because while the building is
historic-looking, it was actually built in
the 1990s by Ed and Diane Churka,
who once operated the Coffee Roast
Express coffee shop there.

School board slashes $9M from budget

Long-awaited final decision on parcel tax to be made Wednesday at 4:30 p.m.

by Emily West

Despite pleas to save positions
and programs, the school board
officially identified millions of dol-
lars in cuts to balance their budget
Tuesday night.

Notices of potential layoffs can
now be sent out as the board identi-
fied just over $9.9 million to be cut
from the 2009-10 budget. It would
mean the loss of over 100 jobs for
the district. Final pink slips would
be delivered to certified teachers by
May 15.

Even though the state recently

passed a budget, there are still
several unknowns keeping the
Pleasanton Unified School District
from obtaining hard numbers.
There will also be other variables
from the state on the May 19
special election ballot that would
impact education funding. Right
now, there is an $8.7-million
shortfall in state funding facing
the district. It stems from the state
deficit of $41.6 billion.

“It could get worse,”
Superintendent John Casey said.
“Not knowing what the bottom is
is troublesome.”

School board member Jamie
Yee Hintzke recently went to
Sacramento for the annual PTA
conference and was able to share
her concerns with legislators.
Knowing that the state could con-
tinue to cut school funding, she
said everyone left feeling depressed
about the situation.

School board members as well
as educators are urging residents
to contact legislators demanding
better school funding, as well as
education reform.

While no decisions were made
regarding a parcel tax initiative,

the district said they will meet at
4:30 p.m. Wednesday, March 4, to
decide whether to go forward with
a parcel tax initiative. It is being
held earlier in the day so trustee
Jim Ott could teach his 7 p.m. class
at Las Positas College.

The ballot language draft was
also revised: “To preserve edu-
cational quality and protect
Pleasanton schools from state bud-
get cuts, keep class sizes small,
maintain essential reading and
math support programs, libraries,

(continued on page 6)
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Map shows major developments planned for 124-acre Staples Ranch with newly approved Stoneridge Drive
extension connecting Pleasanton to El Charro Road and Livermore.

Stoneridge extension OK’d

3-2 vote comes near midnight despite threats of referendum, legal actions

by Jeb Bing

The City Council voted 3-2
Tuesday night to approve the
extension of Stoneridge Drive
as a four-lane thoroughfare to
El Charro Road and Livermore,
completing one of its final policy
decisions for Staples Ranch and
giving the green light to a multi-
million-dollar commercial, rec-
reational and residential develop-
ment on the now-vacant 124-acre
property.

The site, located at the south-
west corner of El Charro Road and
1-580, is now owned by Alameda
County. Once development agree-
ments are finalized, it’s expected
that the site will be annexed into
the city of Pleasanton.

Tuesday night’s vote came
after more than four hours of dis-
cussion by members of the coun-
cil and 24 speakers in a packed
council chamber with standing
room only for the first two hours
of the meeting.

Councilwoman Cheryl
Cook-Kallio led the argument
to approve the extension of
Stoneridge Drive from Trevor
Drive, where it is now barricad-
ed, across the flatland east to El
Charro, where it will link to Jack
London Boulevard. Livermore
has approved extending and wid-
ening that street to four lanes to
El Charro from Isabel Road.

Voting with Cook-Kallio to
approve the extension were
Mayor Jennifer Hosterman and

Councilman Jerry Thorne.

Councilmembers Matt Sullivan
and Cindy McGovern voted
against the proposal.

The three-councilmember
majority also prevailed in a
petition by Sullivan to call for
a citywide public vote on the
proposal, and by McGovern to
require a second vote on Tuesday
night’s approval two weeks later
to allow anyone wanting to seek
a referendum on the council’s
decision to have more time to
gather signatures.

City Atty. Michael Roush said
because of Tuesday night’s deci-
sion and McGovern’s failure to
gain approval to delay the action,

(continued on page 7)

Coroner:
teen died of

hypothermia

Aline Christina Martins,
19, discovered just off
a trail at Dodge Ridge

by Janet Pelletier

The Tuolumne County coroner
has released results from the autop-
sy on Aline Christina Martins and
ruled her death as a result of hypo-
thermia, not suffocation as has been
previously reported.

“The cause of death was deter-
mined to be hypothermia,” said
Tuolumne County Sheriff’s spokes-
man Paul Tualla. “The staff at
Dodge Ridge ski resort felt it was
suffocation, but it actually was
not.”

Martins, who spent most of her
life in Pleasanton until she moved
to Santa Barbara to go to school
after graduation, was discovered
Feb. 16 just feet from a trail.

“She was found in an area that
was right along the trail, but it
wouldn’t have been an area that
was skiiable,” Tualla said.

Pinecrest, where Dodge Ridge is
located, was inundated with more
than five feet of snow over the
three-day President’s Day week-
end.

Tualla said the clothing Martins,
19, was wearing may have contrib-
uted to her hypothermic condition.

“Some of the factors may have
been the clothing she was wearing—
she was wearing cotton sweats, a
cotton sweatshirt with a nylon shell
over it,” Tualla said. “It was snow-
ing pretty good on that Monday; it
was coming down pretty heavy.”

Tualla added that there were no
signs of trauma to Martins, rul-
ing out that she hit a tree. Family
and friends gathered to remember
Martins in a service at St. Augustine
Catholic Church on Saturday. m
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Do You Feel Tired,
No Energy, Bloated, Gassy,
or Just out of Sorts?

Let Us Show You How to “Clean-up” and Detoxify

In the stressful and toxic lifestyle of 21st century
America we can all get “polluted.” Let the Institute of
Natural Cleansing and Weight Loss help you with our
natural and holistic techniques for Health.

Newsfront

Axis welcomes spacious,
new behavior health facility

5,600-square-foot center now houses drug, alcohol,
mental health programs under one roof

by Janet Pelletier

Health specialists celebrated
the long-awaited grand opening
of cushy, new offices and meet-
ing rooms for Axis Community
Health.

Now open is Axis Behavioral
Health, a 5,600-square-foot facil-
ity that will now house teen drug
and alcohol programs, mental health
counseling, DUI and adult drug and
alcohol programs under one roof.
Located at 6666 Owens Drive,
close to the Hopyard Road exit off
Interstate 580, less an a mile from
the BART station and two Wheels
bus lines, the center is staffed by
36, including drug and alcohol
counselors, licensed therapists, DUI
instructors and domestic violence
and anger management counselors.
Several are fluent in Spanish and
can provide bilingual services.

The center has been planned for a
while and Axis officials say the open-

ing couldn’t come at a better time.

“This has been in the pipeline
for three years,” said Axis CEO
Sue Compton, “long before the
economy declined.”

“As it turns out, it’s fortuitous
because the need for our services
will probably double before the
economy recovers,” she added.
“With this new facility, we have
the needed room to grow.”

And grow they will. The center
has multiple meeting rooms with
uses that can be changed through-
out the day to accommodate all
types of services. The DUI pro-
gram has been moved to the facility
from a previously rented office in
Dublin. Also, former mental health
counseling spaces at Axis’ location
on Railroad Avenue downtown are
now at the Owens Drive center. The
Railroad office now is designated
for fiscal and patient billing depart-
ments only. Suite A, which previ-
ously housed the financial offices,

is being converted to Axis’ new
Women’s Health Clinic, which is
scheduled to open later this spring.

The funding for the behavioral
health facility was made possible
from Alameda County Measure
A funds, a half-cent sale tax
with funds designated for capital
improvements at health care facili-
ties countywide.

The facility is the only in the area
that accepts Medical and serves
14,000 people per year.

“Our behavioral health services
are affordable as all are provided
on a sliding scale based on income,
except for DUI fees, which are
set by the state,” Compton said.
“Our CARF-credited (Commission
on Accreditation of Rehabilitation
Facilities) programs are growing
rapidly and the new facility will
allow them to expand up to three
times their current size.

For more information about
Axis, visit www.axishealth.org. m

Institute of Natural Cleansing
and Weight Loss

25% Off
Initial Services with Ad ) %
exp 3-1-09 e ..| :

2324 Santa Rita Road Suite 2A, Pleasanton CA
Phone: 925-931-1135

Website: www.naturalcleaninginstitute.com
Email: info@ naturalcleaninginstitute.com

Specializing in: Detoxification and Nature Weight Loss

THE INDEPENDENCE YOU WANT, THE ASSISTANCE YOU NEED.

Please Join Us for our FREE
“Spring into Action Seminar Series”
Beginning Wednesdays, 6-7pm March 11 - April 1
* Refreshments Provided
CALL TO RESERVE YOUR SPACE!

L

THE PARKVIEW

ASSISTED LIVING IN PLEASANTON

CALL TODAY!

025/461-3042
WWW.ESKATON.ORG
MANAGED BY ESKATON

EQUAL HOUSING
‘OPPORTUNITY

License #015601283
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Take Us Along

All aboard

Bjorn Jensen took a copy of the Weekly
with him aboard a cruise ship in the
Panama Canal. The man-made canal is
one of the largest and most difficult engi-
neering projects ever undertaken.

A colossal Weekly

John, Coleen, Justin and Mariah traveled with the Weekly
through Italy and one port to Croatia on a cruise (here they
are at the Colosseum). The family’s 16-day itinerary included
stops in Rome, Portofino, Tuscany, Sicily, Pisa, Croatia,
Venice, Naples, Pompe, Serento and Capri.

Parcel tax

(continued from page 5)

counselors, classroom technol-
ogy, and safe, clean schools with
no proceeds used for administra-
tors’ salaries, shall the Pleasanton
Unified School District be autho-
rized to levy an annual [amount
to be determined] parcel tax for
four years, with guaranteed audits,
senior and disabled exemptions,
an independent citizens’ oversight
committee and all funds benefiting
our local Pleasanton students?”

Some board members have talk-
ed about a tax of about $200, but
many speakers at Tuesday night’s
meeting said they would like for it
to be higher. In a notice of public
hearing for the March 4 meet-
ing, however, the district said the
board will consider the tax “in an
amount not to exceed $300 per
year.” At the same meeting, they
would also need to decide the time
limit on the tax.

Some new reductions to the
budget include Superintendent
Casey taking five unpaid days
off during the current school
year as well as next year. Three

employees in human resources
voluntarily opted to reduce their
salaries—two by 40 percent and
one by 20 percent.

The location of the March 4 meet-
ing was not decided by press time.
It is likely it could be held again
in Amador Valley High School’s
multipurpose room, which is closer
to the Del Valle Parkway entrance.
If it were held anywhere other
than the school district offices, the
broadcast would not be televised
live. Instead, it would be webcast
and recorded to be aired at a later
time. Check www.pleasantonweek-
ly.com for updates. m



Newsfront

Stoneridge

(continued from page 5)

the 30-day limit on gathering signa-
tures for a referendum to overturn
the council’s decision would start
today. Both Sullivan and former
Councilwoman Kay Ayala, who
spoke at the meeting, indicated that
the measure, called Option 3 by
city planners, could face litigation
and a voter referendum.

Matt Morrison, a tax research spe-
cialist and Sierra Club activist, said
the organization asked him to share
its objection to the certification of
the Environmental Impact Report as
it relates to the overall Staples Ranch
development, but not the Stoneridge
Drive extension specifically.

“While the Sierra Club, of
course, has the option of either
joining or supporting a lawsuit over
the Staples Ranch environmental
documents, the Sierra Club would
not initiate any legal action in this
case,” he said.

Morrison was part of a citizens’
group coalition, Pleasanton First
and Friends of Pleasanton, which
submitted a joint statement earlier
defining their “common interest in
acquiring and constructing commu-
nity park amenities on the Staples
Ranch property, and to request a
community process to plan what will
be Pleasanton’s fourth largest park.”

In warning the council that its vote
to extend Stoneridge Drive could
lead to another contentious referen-
dum, Ayala asked: “Why would you
want to put the community through
another referendum debate?”

Ayala is the founder of a citizens’
group known as Save Pleasanton’s
Hills which collected signatures in
late 2007 seeking a referendum to
overturn the council’s decision that
year that approved a housing devel-
opment called Oak Grove in the
southeast hills. A Superior Court
judge later ruled that the signature
gathering was improper, a decision
Ayala and the citizens’ group are
appealing. The multi-million-dollar
Oak Grove project has been on
hold ever since.

For now, however, the council’s
decision settles years of discussion
over Staples Ranch. At one time,
a 300-home residential develop-
ment was proposed there, which
was rejected by Pleasanton. IKEA,
the Swedish furniture store, also
expressed an interest in the site,
but chose available land in Dublin,
instead, which it never built.

The council also approved a
revised Staples Ranch Specific
Plan that was needed before devel-
opment could actually start. The
major developments with their
plans already in place are:

e Hendrick Automotive Group,
which wants to build a new auto mall
on its 37-acre portion of Staples,
next to the junction of [-580 and El
Charro Road.

* Stoneridge Creek Pleasanton,
a 45-acre senior continuing care
community to be developed by
Continuing Life Communities
(CLCO), with up to 800 units for
assisted living, skilled nursing and
independent living residents.

e Fremont Land, an 11-acre retail
development, which would include
various shops and also may include

a food market, bank and restaurant.
* Sharks Ice Center, a two-story,
four rink facility to be built by
San Jose Arena Management, a
subsidiary of the San Jose Sharks,
with the facility to occupy about
10 acres of a 17-acre public park
that the Sharks would also develop
for the city.

Each of those developments will
still need specific approvals of their
site plans and subsequent building
permits, which will require more
discussions with city planners, the
Planning Commission and council.

There were few surprises
Tuesday, which was a special coun-
cil meeting to give everyone a
chance to express their views on
the extension proposal.

With the council chambers
filled, most speakers limited their
comments to three minutes with
the 24 speakers evenly divided in
favoring or opposing the roadway
extension. And, although most who
spoke against extending Stoneridge
came from the Mohr-Martin and
Mohr Elementary School neigh-
borhoods, speakers came from
other parts of Pleasanton as well.
Some said an extended Stoneridge
would give them a faster route to
Livermore or to some of the new
businesses planned for Staples,
sparing them the possible delays
and longer distances of having to
use the freeway.

Rick Aschenbrenner, chief exec-
utive officer of Continuing Life
Communities in San Diego, said
more than 100 applicants for the
independent and assisted living units
have already placed deposits and
he’s had inquiries from 400 more.

City officials are still negotiat-
ing a land lease with the San Jose
Arena Management for the ice rink,
with those details to be announced
shortly, City Manager Nelson Fialho
said.

Although the public hearing went
smoothly, it was more of a strug-
gle for Councilman Sullivan who
accused the county of reversing
itself on the need for the Stoneridge
Drive extension to be part of the
overall Staples Ranch agreement.

“I am very troubled by this pro-
cess and how we got to this point
from where we were when we
agreed to the MOU (Memorandum
of Understanding) with the coun-
ty,” Sullivan said. “I’'m concerned
with the lack of transparency about
the regional framework that was
supposed to be the linchpin for
extending Stoneridge, about the
undue influence by the Chamber of
Commerce and by a councilmem-
ber who has gone back on her word
on the Stoneridge Drive issue.”

Sullivan was apparently refer-
ring to Hosterman, who at one
time said Stoneridge Drive would
be extended “over my dead body.”
But that was four years ago, she
explained, and the situation has
changed. She’s in agreement now
with the mayors of neighboring
communities and the counties and
assuredthatalong with Pleasanton’s
approval of Stoneridge Drive, they
will also support widening State
Route 84 over Pigeon Pass to pro-
vide a throughway for commut-
ers between I-580 and I-680 that
would reduce cut-through traffic
on Pleasanton streets, including the

NORCAL

planned extension of Stoneridge
Drive.

Sullivan also tangled verbally with
Pat Cushman, director of the Alameda
County Surplus Land Authority,
which owns Staples Ranch and is
considered the developer of the site.

Cushman said the MOU Sullivan
referred to had been modified
because “circumstances change,”
and now includes a requirement
to have an extended, four-lane
Stoneridge Drive extension as
part of any development plan if
Staples Ranch is to be developed
and annexed to Pleasanton.

Sullivan said he and possibly oth-
ers on the council and in the com-
munity would never have agreed
to the MOU if they had known the
extension was part of the develop-
ment requirements.

Former Councilwoman Becky
Dennis said that if the coun-
cil couldn’t meet the Stoneridge
Drive extension commitment,
then perhaps it should abandon

* A Variety of Healthy Diet Programs

* Lunch, Evening & Saturday
Appointment Available

* Non-Medication Programs Available
* Latest FDA Approved Medications

Dermatologist
925-846-5614

Weight Loss Center
Lose weight...and keep it off! r

« Staffed by Professional Doctors & Nurses

-
A
a.

Before i

Also Offering Botox® /
Restylane® Treatments

Dr. David Melamed, MD

Unretouched clinical photo taken
while frowning before and 14 days
after treatment with Botox® Cosmetic

NEW Botox® Service

for underarm perspiration problems!

Botox® Treatment

plus Free Consultation to new clients only
Not valid with other offers.

plans to annex the property and | FREE CONSULTATION 517‘3:55311;?111 S g%fkémonc Blvd
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Staples and develop it. =

Given substantial declines in asset values over the past year, and
continued volatility on a daily basis, you may be wondering about how

We’ll offer our insight to help you address the current
environment, while staying focused on your longer term

In this seminar, we’ll discuss
* The dynamics of market volatility

= What history may suggest about recovery
following similar market declines

= Specific investment strategies to help
reposition your portfolio for the future

= How Merrill Lynch safeguards your assets

TOTAL MERRILL®

P

Total Merrill (design) is a registered service mark of Merrill Lynch & Co., Inc. Total Merrill is a service mark of Merrill Lynch & Co., Inc.
© 2009 Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated. Member SIPC.

These are volatile times in the financial markets.

this will impact your goals and what to do next regarding your portfolio.

Merrill Lynch can help you determine what'’s best for you.

goals, like retirement and leaving a legacy.

Navigating through market volatility.

Merrill Lynch
invites you to join us
for a FREE Seminar

that can help you
stay on track.

Wednesday, March 18, 2009
6:00 P.M.

Faz Restaurant
5121 Hopyard Road
Pleasanton, CA 94588

David Persin, VP, CFM
Ted Simos, VP, CFM

Speakers:

Guest Speaker: Peter Monty,
DWS Scudder

Please RSVP to Amber Strock

at (925) 227-6601 or email
amber_strock@ml.com to
reserve your place by March 4th.

Ravinder Sood, Ted Simos, David Persin, Scott Edington, Amber Strock

Global Markets & Investment Banking | Global Research ‘ Global Wealth Management |
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pinion
Editorial

‘Circumstances
Change’

The Pleasanton City Council, to its credit, voted Tuesday
to extend Stoneridge Drive from its current barrier at Trevor
Parkway to El Charro Road, where it will connect to Jack
London Boulevard in Livermore. The new traffic artery, when
completed in 2011 or 2012, will give Pleasanton motorists a
faster and easier route to Livermore and the multi-million-
dollar retail, recreational, senior housing and auto mall com-
plex to be built on Staples Ranch, a 124-acre vacant parcel
at the southwest corner of El Charro and I-580. At the same
time, an extended Stoneridge will fulfill a General Plan obli-
gation dating back two decades that called for a cross-town,
intra-city thoroughfare. It was put in the plan to provide a way
for motorists to travel between Livermore and Pleasanton
without having to use the freeway.

The 3-2 vote to approve the Stoneridge extension was
notable for several reasons. First, it was a difficult, yet
decisive decision by Mayor Jennifer Hosterman and coun-
cilmembers Jerry Thorne and Cheryl Cook-Kallio on a
controversial issue that has troubled the community for
too long. They deserve credit for carefully evaluating the
reasons for deciding now to extend the roadway, which
include:

* The major Staples Ranch development might not move
forward as planned unless the extension is built, as
required by Alameda County, the Staples Ranch owner and
developer.

* The development, with its major auto row planned by
Hendrick Automotive, a large retail center, a two-story ice
rink to be built, paid for and operated by a subsidiary of
the San Jose Sharks, and a privately owned and operated
600- to 800-unit independent, assisted living and skilled
nursing care center, will be the largest since the Stoneridge
Shopping Center and Hacienda Business Park were devel-
oped in the 1980s.

* Both construction and the operations after they’re built
will provide millions of dollars in jobs and tax revenue for
Pleasanton at a time when other projects of this kind are being
postponed or abandoned.

* The extension of Stoneridge Drive, long advocated by
Dublin, Livermore, Alameda County and Caltrans puts
Pleasanton back on the “good neighbor™ list and likely to gain
their needed support to press forward on widening Highway
84 over Pigeon Pass to connect commuters between 1-580
and [-680. This, more than any other traffic plan, is expected
to significantly decrease cut-through traffic on Pleasanton
streets.

It’s important to note that Tuesday’s decisive decision by
a majority on the Pleasanton council was made for the good
of Pleasanton, and shows the flexibility of strong leaders to
recognize that circumstances change. The roadway is needed
and will bring benefits to Pleasanton, Livermore and the
greater Tri-Valley and especially to all of us who work, live
and do business here. =

Code of ethics

The Pleasanton Weekly seeks to adhere to the highest level of ethical
standards in journalism, including the Code of Ethics adopted Sept.
21, 1996, by the Society of Professional Journalists. To review the text
of the Code, please visit our web site at www.PleasantonWeekly.com

Guest Opinion

Why Pleasanton
needs a parcel tax

by Joan Laurson

Pleasanton is
told that we live
in a “bubble”
that bears little
resemblance
to the rest of
the state. This
should be taken
as a compliment
and is a direct
result of all our
efforts to maintain excellent schools,
quality city services, and safe neigh-
borhoods. We may disagree among
ourselves, but like family, we’re
united in common defense.

Cuts in education funding by the
state mean a reduction in our school
district budget of nearly $9 mil-
lion; coming on top of cuts made
last year of $2 million. Unlike the
state, our school district balances its
budget every year. Unlike the state,
our school district traditionally car-
ries a healthy “rainy day” reserve.
But due to the dysfunctional state

finance system, halfway through the
budget year in which we’ve already
incurred expenses for our programs,
the state is taking away over $4 mil-
lion. There goes our reserve, plus
more cuts required for next year.

I am outraged that the lack of
fiscal responsibility on the state’s
part will have such a devastating
impact on our excellent school sys-
tem—the very school system that
attracts residents to Pleasanton in
the first place and continues to pro-
vide stability in our property val-
ues. Pleasanton needs a local school
funding measure to provide a more
reliable source of revenue. A parcel
tax, combined with some cuts and
thoughtful compromises, will get us
through the next few difficult years
and enable us to provide the quality
education that our children need,
and our community demands.

Joan Laurson is the president of

the Pleasanton PTA Council and

chair of the Committee to Save
Pleasanton Schools, www.save-
pleasantonschools.org.

Letters

Only you can prevent an
accident

Dear Editor,

Pedestrians and cyclists, please
look. Recently, I was crossing Valley
at a four-way stop and was almost
across when four cyclists came off
the far sidewalk, from behind a truck
where I couldn’t see them, and into
the crosswalk in front of me, without
slowing nor looking.

Besides their move being illegal

and stupidly running a stop sign,
they almost got hit. Later in the
week, I saw a cyclist, quickly mov-
ing on the sidewalk, enter a cross-
walk and almost get hit. While the
biker’s move in that case was legal,
the driver of the car waiting to turn
right was looking left and narrowly
missed him.

So, parents, pass on this piece of
advice which hopefully saves an
injury accident—even if one has
the right of way, look at the driver
and establish eye contact. If he/she
doesn’t see you, wait a moment. The
life you save may be your own.

Mick Hanou

Lori Smith
Certified Mortgage Planner

925-461-6959

Ismith@rpm-mtg.com

In good times & challenging times...
Our 40 years of experience are

still here for vou!

Over 40
Years Experience
& Still Going Strong!

RPM

MORTGAGE

30 W. Neal Street, #105, Pleasanton, CA 94566

Angela Aloise
Sr. Loan Agent/VP

925-461-6955

angela@rpm—mortgage.com
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Calendar

Auditions

‘A Summer Carnival’ Male Auditions
Valley Dance Theatre will host male
auditions for “A Summer Carnival” at
8:15 p.m., Wednesday, March 4, at
Valley Dance Theatre (studio), 2247
Second St., Suite B, Livermore. No
experience necessary. Call 243-0925 or
visit www.valleydancetheatre.com.

Book Clubs

‘When the Brain Can’t Hear’ The
Brain Book Group will discuss Dr. Teri
James Bellis’ book about auditory
processing, “When the Brain Can’t
Hear” at 7:30 p.m., Wednesday, March
4, at Towne Center Books, 555 Main
St. Kathryn Tournat, M.S., will lead the
group. New members and interested
visitors are welcome. Call 846-8826.

Clubs

Pleasanton Newcomers—Change
in the Air This club will host its 2009
spring Fashion Show and Luncheon

from 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m., Wednesday,
March 11, at Faz Restaurant, 5121
Hopyard Rd. Cost is $35 for mem-
bers; $38 for non-members, including
lunch (choice of chicken or pasta).
Partial proceeds benefit Assistance
League of Amador Valley, Operation
School Bell. Reservations are required
and due by March 4. Check should be
made out to Pleasanton Newcomers
(with entree choice), Ruby Miller, 5253
Springdale Ave., Pleasanton, 94588.
Contact Deb at 846-0626 or e-mail
raynels@comcast.net.

Concerts

Broadway Chorus Registration The
Broadway Chorus is looking for new,
enthusiastic singers. Come and sing
from 6-8 p.m., Sundays, until March
8, at 5200 Case St. Prior musical
experience is not necessary and audi-
tions are not required. Cost is $50.
Call 462-2121 or visit www.broadway-
chorus.org. Registration Sunday, Feb.
8 at 5200 Case St. Pleasanton.

Jazzed About Pets for VHS An excit-
ing evening of music featuring award-

BANKHEAD

THEATER

2400 First Street, Downtown Livermore

Innovation: The Search

Mar 23 = 8pm

The Marriage

for New Ideas of Figaro Sonic Splendor of Rachmaninoff,
Bob Borchers, Apple’s Sr. Director of Mozart’s Greatest Social Debussy, and Mussorgsky
Worldwide Product Marketing Commentary Keyboard Conversations®
The Rae Dorough Speakers Series Livermore Valley Opera with Jeffrey Siegel
Mar 5 = 7:30pm Mar 14 - 22 Mar 25 = 8pm
Jil Aigrot
Voice of Academy Award
Winner, Marion Cotillard,
in “La Vie En Rose”
Mar 16 = 8pm

Aquila Theatre Company
William Shakespeares “The Comedy of Errors”
High-powered, Vibrant Production of a Delightful Comedy

Musical Pictures

M

AR )

&
L
Red Grammer
Grammy Nominated Recording
Artist of Children’s Music
Mar 1= 2pm

Tickets 925.373.6800

www.bankheadtheater.org
2008-09 Media Sponsors

THE VALLEY TIMES  1017KKIQ*  @i-Fallen Herald

CONTRACOSTATIMES.com

YOUR HOMETOWN STATION!

Page 10 e February 27, 2009 e Pleasanton Weekly

Catherine Hansen Rush

Pet of the Week

Paco packs a punch!

Meet a little dog with a big attitude. This 14 pound, neutered male
Chihuahua mix loves people but his motto is “No cats allowed!” Paco’s
not very fond of other dogs either. But what's a small dog to do? He
has some personal space to protect! SPCA dog trainers recommend
an experienced dog owner who can help Paco work on those impor-
tant social skills with other dogs. Paco loves treats and is smart. Show
him a cookie and he’ll show you a dog who wants to learn. Paco is 2
years old and likes to go, go, go. Visit this active little people pleaser
at the East Bay SPCA Tri-Valley Adoption Center, 4651 Gleason Drive
in Dublin, open from 1 to 8 p.m. Wednesday through Thursday, and
11 am. to 5 p.m. Friday through Sunday. Call 479-9670. See more
available pets at www.eastbayspca.org.

winning artist Craig Chaquico and
guest comedian Mark Pitta will perform
at Jazzed About Pets at 8 p.m., Friday,
March 13, at the Bankhead Theater,
2400 First St., Livermore. Tickets are
$40-$45. Call 373-6800.

Events

Seventh Annual Youth Food Drive
The seventh annual Youth Food

Drive, rain or shine, will be from 10
a.m.-2 p.m., Saturday, March 7, in
Pleasanton, Livermore, Sunol, Dublin,
San Ramon, Danville and Alamo.
Donations of non-perishable items go
to local food pantries. Call 998-6513
or e-mail youthfooddrive@comcast.net.

Twin’s Club Clothing and
Equipment sale Twin Valley Mother
of Twin’s Club will host a semi-annual
children’s clothing and equipment
sale from 9 a.m.-2:45 p.m., Saturday,
March 14, at the Alameda County
Fairgrounds. Buying and selling is
open to the public. Admission is $1.
Visit www.tvmotc.org/cesale.

Exhibits

‘Treasures of the Tri-Valley II: Tri-
Valley on the Move’ Museum on Main
will host the exhibit “Treasures of the
Tri-Valley II: Tri-Valley on the Move” until
March 7. The exhibit will feature items
relating to transportation from local col-
lectors. The museum is open from 11
a.m.-4 p.m., Wednesday-Saturday and
1-4 p.m., Sunday. Admission is a $2
donation. Call 462-2766 or visit www.
museumonmain.org.

‘A Powerful Noise’ Celebrate
International Women'’s Day by watch-
ing “A Powerful Noise” at 8 p.m.,
Thursday, March 5, at Dublin Hacienda
Crossing Theater, 5000 Dublin Blvd.
Cost is admission to the theater. Visit
www.FathomEvents.com or call 455-
8246.

‘Health, Money, and Fear’ and
‘Mom’s Rising’ Two short documen-
taries will be shown from 7-9 p.m.,
Saturday, March 7, at IBEW Hall, 6250
Village Pkwy., Dublin. A short chat will
follow the films. Cost is a $3 donation.

Call 462-3459.

Fundraisers

Benefit Rock Concert Join the

fun at the Benefit Rock Concert at

7 p.m., Saturday, March 7, at Valley
Community Church, 4455 Del Valle
Pkwy. A donation of $5 is requested
to benefit Open Heart Kitchen. Julian
Reisenthel has organized this for his
Eagle Project. Call 417-8890.

Monte Carlo Casino Night A fun
evening of gaming, food, dancing
and fun with live and silent auc-
tions will start at 7 p.m., Friday, Feb.
27, at Castlewood Country Club,
707 Country Club Dr. Cost is $50,
including $15 in gaming tokens and
appetizers. Proceeds benefit Vintage
Hills Elementary’s technology, art and
literacy programs. Call 216-4863.

Tri-Valley YMCA Golf Tournament
The second annual Tri-Valley

YMCA Golf Tournament will be held
Saturday, May 4, at Ruby Hill Golf
Club, 3400 W Ruby Hill Dr. Cost

is $225 per player before March

1; $250 thereafter. Tickets for din-
ner only are $75. Proceeds benefit
the YMCA. Call 475-6108 or e-mail
mcasper@ymcaeastbay.org.

Holiday

Family Purim Party Tri-Valley Cultural
Jews will host a Family Purim Party
from 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., Sunday,
March 8, at Bothwell Center, 24668th
St., Livermore. The party will feature
games and crafts, baking of the tradi-
tional three-cornered cookies, and a
costume parade for everyone. people
of all ages. Non-traditional and dual-
culture families are welcome. Cost is
$5 per household for non-members.
Call 485-1049.

Kids & Teens

Cool Science for Kids at the

Library The Chabot Space and

Science Center brings their traveling
science fair to the Pleasanton Public
Library with Chabot To Go! from 2-4
p.m., Saturday, Feb. 28. The fair will
feature tables of hands-on activities
for children kindergarten through 8th

www.kathyshealthclub.com
#1 in Group Exercise

HUGE FITNESS SALE

NO ENROLLMENT FEE

Offer ends 3-15-09

20% OFF

MONTHLY DUES
NO LONGTERM CONTRACT

Reduced Processing Fee

Kathxk

ladies

855-3855 San Ramon :

426-0105 Pleasanton

ealthclub

grade. No registration required. Call
931-3400, ext. 8.

Kindergarten Readiness Tri-Valley
YMCA will host a program designed
for children that will be entering
Kindergarten from 9:15-11:15 a.m.,
Monday-Friday, March 9-May 29.
Various attendance schedules are
available. Cost is $140-$280 per
month based on schedule. Call 475-
6108.

Video Games at the Library Teens
in grades 6-12 are invited to play
Wii Sports and DDR, Guitar Hero
and Rock Band from 6-8:30 p.m.,
Monday, March 9, at the Pleasanton
Public Library, 400 Old Bernal Ave.
This event is free. Call 931-3404.

Lectures/
Workshops

Free Lunch and Learn Program
ValleyCare Health Library will host a
free Lunch and Learn Program from
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., Wednesday,
March 11, at ValleyCare Health
Library, 5725 W. Las Positas Blvd.
The talk will be on “The Healing
Touch: Managing Cancer Treatment
Side Effects with Energy Therapy”
presented by Katheryn Darlington,
RN, BSN. Reservations are required
before March 9; call 734-3319.

Job Search A to Z Looking for a
job and don’t know where to begin?
Jerry Simerman of the Tri-Valley One-
Stop Career Center will discuss the
Job Search from A to Z from 1:30-
3:30 p.m., Wednesday, March 4, at
the Dublin Library Program Room,
200 Civic Plaza. This event is free.
Call 803-7286.

Miscellaneous

Donate Blood American Red Cross is
hosting two blood drives in Pleasanton
including one at CARRAmerica from

8 a.m.-2 p.m., Tuesday, March 3,

at the Conference Center, Tassajara
Room, 4432 Rosewood Dr.; and at
StateCompensation from 9 a.m.-2
p.m., Tuesday, March 10, at Insurance
Fund, Conference Room F, 5890
Owens Dr. Call 800-GIVE-LIFE (800-
448-3543) or visit www.beadonor.
com.

Scholarships

DHSAA Scholarship Drive Dublin
High alums are invited to join the
DHS Alumni Association for its St.
Patty’s Day Scholarship Drive from
4-10 p.m., Saturday, March 14, at the
Dublin Sports Pub, 7294 San Ramon
Rd. Visit www.dublinhighalums.org

or www.myspace.com/dhsalums.
Facebook:dhsalums

Educators’ Scholarship Four
scholarships, each worth $1,250, will
be offered to high school graduat-

ing seniors and college students.
Requirements are applicants must be
residents in Pleasanton, Livermore,
Dublin or Sunol who are planning a
career in education; must be plan-
ning to attend college in the fall of
2009; and college applicants must

be sophomores who will continue as
Juniors in the fall of 2009. Deadline for
applications is March 6. Call 443-6097
or visit www.tvrt.info.
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ty Pulse

Police Report

The Pleasanton Police Department
made the following information avail-
able. Under the law, those charged
with offenses are considered inno-
cent until convicted.

Feb. 14
eE|der abuse:
-3:55 p.m. in the 400 block of
San Gabriel Court
Feb. 15
e Theft:

-9:05 a.m. in the 4800 block of
Bernal Avenue; stolen vehicle

-9:47 a.m. in the 4800 block of
Bernal Avenue; stolen vehicle

*DUI:

-10:31 p.m. in the 6700 block of
Santa Rita Road

eBattery:
-1:19 a.m. in the 4800 block of
Bernal Avenue
Feb. 16
eTheft:

-4:17 p.m. in the 5700 block of
Valley Avenue; stolen vehicle
-4:30 p.m. in the 5100 block of
Independence Drive; grand theft
-6:54 p.m. in the 4500 block of
Rosewood Drive; identity theft
e\/andalism:
-6:19 p.m. in the 1400 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road
eRobbery:
-3:14 p.m. in the 3500 block of
Old Santa Rita Road

Feb. 17

eTheft:
-9:37 p.m. in the 1500 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road; forgery
-10:22 p.m. in the 1700 block of
Santa Rita Road; petty theft
e\/andalism:
-11:29 a.m. at the intersection of

Northbound Interstate 680 and
Stoneridge Drive; worth less than

A Special

Place rFor
Children

of All Ages

Chao Wen Wang, D.D.§, y7 s

ate

Diplo™

Pediatric Dentist

Most Insurance Accepted

426-8011

55 W Angela Suite 200 Pleasanton
www.kiddodentist.com

$400
eShoplifting:
-4:27 p.m. in the 1300 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road
ePublic drunkenness:

-7:26 p.m. in the 3900 block of
Santa Rita Road

Feb. 18
oTheft:
-9:09 a.m. in the 3400 block of
Touriga Drive; stolen vehicle
-9:36 a.m. in the 400 block of Del
Sol Avenue; grand theft
e\/ehicular burglary:
-6:25 a.m. in the 7500 block of
Canyon Meadows Circle
-9:14 p.m. in the 5900 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road
-9:51 p.m. in the 5900 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road
-10:15 p.m. in the 5900 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road
e\/andalism:
-6:09 p.m. in the 6200 block of
Ruxton Court
eDrug paraphernalia possession:
-3:22 p.m. at the intersection of
Bernal Avenue and Koll Center
Parkway
eAssault with a deadly weapon:

-6:09 p.m. in the 6200 block of
Ruxton Court

Feb. 19

e\/andalism:

-6:33 a.m. in the 1100 block of
Santa Rita Road

-8:35 a.m. at the intersection
of Santa Rita Road and Valley
Avenue

-9:21 a.m. in the 900 block of
Main Street

*DUI:

-12:18 a.m. in the 4700 block of
Del Valle Parkway

-12:28 a.m. in the 1100 block of
Santa Rita Road

Pediatric Dentist

American Board of Pediagy

LIS~y

-1:53 a.m. at the intersection of
Hopyard Road and Owens Drive

ePublic drunkenness:

-3:48 a.m. in the 4100 block of
Vineyard Avenue

Feb. 20
eEmbezzlement:

-10:09 a.m. in the 1600 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road

eBurglary:

-3:05 a.m. in the 4200 block of
Rosewood Drive

eDrug/alcohol violations:

-9:37 a.m. at the intersection
of East Stanley Boulevard and
Stanley Boulevard; driving with
marijuana

-7:47 p.m. in the 1700 block of
Santa Rita Road; minor possess-
ing alcohol

Amador Valley
Optometric

Complete eyecare for Men,
Women, Teens, & Children

We “Care” For your
eyes For Now and
For your Future!

=

Convenient Weekday
& Evening Hours

e Trend Styled Eyewear

e “No-Line"” Progressive Lenses
e Complete eyewear

e Complete contact lens care,
including Orthokeratology
(nearsightedness reduction)

e Laser Vision Care

e “Dry Eye" Treatment and Management

e Assessment for Macular Degeneration

Most Vision Plans
Accepted

Medicare Assignment
Accepted
Keep Your Eyecare Local!

Serving Pleasanton
Jfor more than 25 years

Dr. Barry C. Winston
Faculty, UC Berkeley
School of Optometry

Board Certified
in the Treatment
of Ocular Disease

Black Avenue
Professional Offices
4450-C Black Avenue,

Pleasanton
925.462.2600

off Santa Rita Road behind
Lynne Wood Methodist Church

THE CITY OF

PLEASANTON:

WEEKLY MEETING NOTICES
City Council

Tuesday, March 3, 2009 @ 7:00 p.m.
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

e Receive informational report on the results of the Green
House Gas Emissions Analysis issued by the International
Council for Local Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI)

e Review of City’s state and federal legislative priorities

e Adopt resolution authorizing the filing of an application for
Federal American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009
(ARRA) funding for the Pleasanton 2009 ARRA streets and
roads resurfacing project (CIP NO. 095014) and stating the
assurance to complete the project

e Approve a Memorandum of Understanding between the
City of Pleasanton and Alameda County Fire Department to
purchase radio communications equipment on behalf of the
Livermore-Pleasanton Fire Department

Civic Arts

Monday, March 2, 2009 @ 7:00 p.m.
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

e Please visit our website at www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us to view
the agenda for this meeting.

Housing and Human Services

Commissions Joint Workshop

Wednesday, March 4, 2009 @ 6:00 p.m.
Large Conference Room, 200 Old Bernal Avenue
e Discuss applications for federal grant funding

Human Services Commission

Wednesday, March 4, 2009 @ 7:00 p.m.
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue
¢ Presentation from Nonprofit Agencies and
Recommendation to Allocate Federal Community

Development Block Grant (CDBG) Funds for Fiscal Year
2009 (2009-10)

GENERAL INFORMATION

Draft Pedestrian & Bicycle Master Plan

The City of Pleasanton is seeking public input on the Draft Pedestrian &
Bicycle Master Plan

Wednesday March 18,2009, at 6:30 pm
In the Veterans Memorial Building, Main Hall, 301 Main Street

The workshop will:

e Provide an overview of the Pedestrian & Bicycle Master
Plan

e Discuss proposed pedestrian improvements
e Discuss prioritized list of bicycle & pedestrian projects
¢ Take public comments on the master plan

This master plan is funded by a grant from the Alameda County
Transportation Improvement Authority (ACTIA). The development of the
master plan is overseen by the City of Pleasanton Bicycle & Pedestrian
Advisory Committee. The draft master plan document is available on
the internet at: http://pleasantonbikepedplan.webexone.com. After
entering the site, scroll down and select “Enter as a Guest” then select
“Documents”. For more information, please call Janis Stephen in the
Community Development Department/Traffic Engineering Division at
(925) 931-5671 or by email at: jstephen@ci.pleasanton.ca.us

ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
AND PUBLIC COMMENT IS WELCOME

The above represents a sampling of upcoming meeting items.

For complete information, please visit
www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/community/calendar
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Fresh news
delivered directly
to your inbox

@xpress.

Pleasanton’s top stories & hot topics

Jamés Takens

%Bﬂh&
Happy 90th Birthday

James Takens will turn 90 on March 1st, 2009. James, with his wife of 60 years emigrated to
America from Holland in 1950. Sponsored by Bert and Dein van der Veen, James and Janna
worked at the Meadowlark Dairy on Foothill Road, milking cows and learning about processing
milk. The dairy was the 1st certified dairy in California owned by Walter Briggs. Soon after Mr.
Briggs made James manager, he eventually bought the business and provided milk to Pleasanton
schools, The Cheese Factory on Main Street, Du-More drive through dairy in Walnut Creek, and

®@xpress provides the perfect
quick-read of local news and
events in Pleasanton. And all
without any environmental
impact.

Sign up to receive

Holdener Dairy in Livermore. In 1969 he built the drive through dairy in Pleasanton, where he Express at:
proessed and bottled his own milk. In 1986 he sold the business to his son Bruce and wife Patti,

and during the middle of it all raised 3 children, Robert, Winnie and Bruce. '
Happy 90th Birthday Dad

GUIR

o

2 FREE Community Seminars

INFERTILITY

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

Thursday, March 5, 2009 7:30-8:30 p.m.

Many couples experience difficulty conceiving a
child. About 85 to 90 percent of women will get
pregnant during a year of unprofected sex. However,

an esfimated six million Americans struggle fo get
pregnant and carry a baby. There are many reasons
for infertility—female and male physiological issues,
such as blocked fallopian tubes and the low sperm
counts. Leamn what you can do fo help improve

your chances of conceiving a healthy baby. Aimee
Eyvazzadeh, M.D., will provide information on
medical and surgical freatments that may improve
fertility. Come learn about the options available.
Partners are welcome to attend.

MENOPAUSE

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

Thursday, March 12, 2008  7:30-8:30 p.m.

With the baby boomers reaching their middle years, there are probably more women experiencing
menopause than any generation. Perhaps you have read articles about treating uncomfortable
symploms such as hot flashes, sleep disturbances and changes in mood. You may have many
questions, including: It is safe to take hormone replacement therapy? Do herbal products work?
How can | protect my bones and my heart? Aimee Eyvazzadeh, M.D., will discuss the lafest
research and answer your questions.

SPEAKER

Aimee Eyvazzadeh, M.D.
Reproductive Endocrinology

SEMINAR LOCATION
San Ramon Regional Medical Center

South Conference Room
South Building

7777 Norris Canyon Road
San Ramon, CA 94583

L. AN RAMON

‘IIIII_ REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER
Reservation Required

Call 800.284.2878 or visit www.sanramonmedctr.com
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Transitions

Obituaries

Milo Henry Salomonis

It is with deep sorrow that the
family of Milo Henry Salomonis
announces his passing at four
months old.

Baby Milo was born Sept. 17
and died of SIDS on Jan. 20 in San
Francisco.

Although
Milo’s time
on  Earth
was much
too short, he
brought the
greatest joy
and love to
share with
his family
and altered
their hearts
forever. Milo is survived by his
parents, Nathan Salomonis and
Heather Myers-Salomonis of San
Francisco; paternal great-grand-
mother, Rosalie Kobey of Denver;
maternal grandparents, Bill and
Marcie Myers of Warner Robins,
Ga; paternal grandparents, Ralph
Salomonis and Blessing Kobey of
Walnut Creek; honorary grandpar-
ents, Manuel and Loraine Carolo
of Castro Valley; aunt, Kimberly
Myers-Carolo and uncle, Glen
Carolo; cousins, Austin and Jamie
Carolo of Pleasanton; aunt, Tracie
Myers; cousins, Makai, Serena
and Ruby Myers of Minnesota;
aunt, Annalisa Salomonis of
Oakland, aunt, Beth Salomonis
of Denver; and many more loving
relatives and friends.

Graveside services were held
by Rev. Dr. Laura Barnes at the
Lafayette Cemetery on Jan. 28
and a celebration of life at the
Lafayette Park Hotel followed.
For further information or to make
a donation to SIDS research, see
Milo’s website, www.milosalo-
monis.org.

Bud Barlow

Longtime Pleasanton resident,
Oran M. “Bud” Barlow died Feb.
4. He was
83.

Born in
Salt Lake
City, Utah,
Mr. Barlow
grew up in [
Berkeley,
where  he
was a Boy
Scout and
a newspa-
per deliv-
ery boy. He
graduated from Berkeley High
School in 1943 and joined the
U.S. Navy, serving during World
War II as a radio repairman in
New Guinea.

After discharge, he attended

UC Berkeley where he studied
electrical engineering and played
clarinet in the Cal band. He also
led the band as the drum major.
During his studies, he was recalled
into service for the Korean con-
flict and was stationed at Treasure
Island teaching electronics and
radio.

Upon his second release, Mr.
Barlow returned to Cal to finish
his studies, graduated in 1953
and began his career with the
University of California and the
Lawrence Livermore Lab. At this
time, he also started a lifelong,
part-time avocation of teaching
junior college electronics and
computer hardware. In 1965, he
settled in Pleasanton.

A man of many interests, Mr.
Barlow jumped with both feet into
his hobbies: astronomy, telescope
making, woodworking, photog-
raphy, Chinese cooking, camp-
ing, backpacking and tennis. He
also found pleasure in gardening
and competitive tomato growing.
He served in many positions in
the Pleasanton Swim Team, the
Livermore Unitarian Fellowship,
the Alisal Improvement Club and
the Pleasanton Tulancingo Sister
City Association. In later years,
he spent most of his time in gene-
alogy and railroading, both of
which inspired travel and adven-
ture across the United States and
into foreign lands. An avid fan
of Dixieland music, he contin-
ued to play his clarinet as a long
time member of the Pleasanton
Community Band and in the Cal
Band Alumni. He was well known
to his friends for his willingness
to roll up his sleeves, wade in and
get involved, lending a hand to
those in need.

He is survived by Chilli, his
loving wife of 46 years; his chil-
dren, Belinda (Kevin Burns) of
Sonora and Vivian of Sacramento
and his sons, Keith (Michele) and
Craig (Kathy) of Pleasanton; his
grandchildren, Marissa Burns
of San Diego, Dylan Burns of
Sonora, Becky (Jeff) Geiger of
Hampton, Va., Sarena Vaughn of
Sacramento, Nichole, Lane and
Nathaniel Barlow and Andrew
and Ashley Barlow of Pleasanton;
and great-granddaughter, Alyssa
Geiger.

A memorial service will be
held at 2 p.m. Sunday at the
Pleasanton Senior Center. 5353
Sunol Blvd. In lieu of flowers,
the family asks that donations be
made to the following: Pacific
Locomotive Association / Niles
Canyon Railway, Box 2248,
Fremont, CA 94536; University
of California Marching Band 72
Cesar Chavez Student Center, MC
4280, Berkeley, CA 94720-4280
(Payable to UC Regents—Cal
Band”) or Unitarian Universalist
Church in Livermore, Endowment
Fund, attn. Treasurer, 1893 North
Vasco Road, Livermore, CA
94550.



dports

Parent photographers

Send a jpeg to Editor@PleasantonWeekly.com of the best
action shot from your child’s game for consideration for our
Sports page. Remember to include caption information:
who, what, when, where—and the score.

Cavaliers put up fight in
last pre-season game

Photo and story by
Anne-Marie Harrison

Through endless rain and
40-degree weather, the Pleasanton
Cavaliers rugby team put up a
strong fight against the De La
Salle Spartans on Feb. 13 in their
last pre-season game.

Despite the conditions, morale
was high till the bitter end when
junior varsity ended up losing
5-7 and varsity 7-17. Even with a
number of injuries on their lineup,
the Cavaliers managed to apply
defensive pressure on De la Salle
mostly inside the 22-meter area.
Maintaining force throughout the
game, the team came together
in a unified effort to play their
best. While JV players Angel
Irizarry and Jake Isabe, signifi-
cantly contributed to the score,
Teddy Gatanis, Austin Pederson
and Thomas Silliman orchestrat-
ed several close drives during the
varsity game.

Working with his new lifters,
Joshua Parr successfully stole the
ball on a number of occasions and
pressured De la Salle’s lineout
during the scrums.

The club, which has players
participating from across the
Tri-Valley area, was founded by
Paul Bretz, Kevin Miller and Ken

Burnthorn. Recently, the Cavaliers
played in the 25th Annual Kick
Off Tournament (KOT) in Granite
Regional Park, Sacramento. More
than 130 rugby matches were
played from Feb. 6-8. Among the
62 matches on Saturday alone, the
Cavaliers played well in defense
and achieved several goals—mov-
ing forward to the new season.
The team left Sacramento with
an overall 0-3 match score, but
exposed new players to the game
and improved throughout the day.
In their first match the team col-

laborated well with each other,
while in the second they managed
to get in some impressive tackles.
Overcoming a few injuries, the
Cavaliers kept up against a league
opponent in their third and final
match, despite the losses.
Overall, this year’s KOT was
a great success. The tournament
has grown 20 percent over the
past three years and this year
drew in 93 sides to compete.

Anne-Marie is a student at
Amador Valley High School and
writes for the Amadon.
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Foothill High cheer squad wows
crowd at bowl game

Foothill's cheer squad members were in the spotlight when
they performed during halftime at the Holiday Bowl on Dec. 30
which is known to have one of the biggest halftime extravagan-
zas of the year. The team worked with choreographer Cris Judd
and performed with 300 other cheerleaders/dancers and 1,800
marching band members from all over the country. The squad
also had the special honor of being highlighted in the show
because of the team’s advanced tumbling and stunting skills.

During the game the girls sat in the first three rows on the
30-yard line right in front of the University of Oregon cheerleaders.
They also had the privilege of marching in the nationally televised
Big Balloon Parade on Dec. 29. To help pay for the trip, the girls
raised over $14,000.

7 lax players selected
to represent club

The Pleasanton Lacrosse Club
had seven players selected to
represent the club on Northern
California Junior Lacrosse
Association All-Star teams fol-
lowing tryouts last weekend.

The invitational-only tryouts
brought the best of Northern
California junior lacrosse players
together for a two-day event in
both under-13 and under-15 try-
outs. In the under-13 tryouts, there
were players representing over 60
teams and three Pleasanton play-
ers were successful.

Connor Veit (defender) and
Jamirr (midfielder) Holland were
selected to the Under-13 all-star
team who will compete in Vail,
Colorado this summer, while
Josh Miller was picked as the
goalie for the team who will trav-
el to the U.S. Lacrosse Festival in
Ohio, also this summer.

In the wunder-15 tryouts,
Steven Patrick and Mike Barbier
were tabbed for the team who
will travel to the U.S. National
Championships in Baltimore this
summer, with Jerome Rigor and
George Curtis being selected for
the U-15 Vail team.

—Dennis Miller

New Luxury Yaths

BATH & KITCHEN SHOWROOM

25% OFF SALE!

Trust the EXPERTS at New Luxury Baths to help you
create a fresh and pleasurable atmosphere in your
home’s most intimate room. Come in and experience
for yourself the benefits of doing business with us.

LARGE SELECTION, AFFORDABLE, OUTSTANDING SERVICE

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED WITH 30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

Plumbing e Lighting ¢ Hardware

13 E AIRWAY BLVD ® LIVERMORE ® NEWLUXURYBATHS.COM
Showroom Hours: Mon-Fri 9-5< Sat 10-4

WINDSOR CAPITAL

NOW is the
perfect time

payment can

If your rentis  You can afford with 3.5% down:  Down payment:

$690/month $100,000 (APR 5.62%) $3,500

$1400/month  $200,000 (APR 5.511%) $7,000

$2,083/month  $300,000 (APR 5.412%) $10,500

$2,778/month  $400,000 (APR 5.312%) $14,000

$3,478/month  $500,000 (APR 5.221%) §17,500 Marylou Edwards

All these payments INCLUDE monthly mortgage (30 year fixed principal and interest
payments), property taxes, fire insurance and private mortgage insurance! Downpayment
figures assumes that seller will carry all costs of the closing costs up to 6% of sales price.

Rates and poYImems are subject to change without prior nofice. Certain underwriting guidelines apply. Minimum FICO on an FHA loan is 600 and all down
e a gift from a relafive or friend. Reserves not required. Max loan amount for certain counties is $625,500. Windsor Capital Mortgage Corp

Mortgage Planner
925.398.0211
marylou.edwards@comcast.net

Department of Real Estafe license #01050210.

Technology,
Service and

STYLE.

Congratulations to our February Style Show Raffle

Winners, Taj Rayford and Marcy Alstott.

a5 = roothill
Optometric Group
Serving the Tri-Valley for 25 years

463-2150 cuvsn

6155 Stoneridge Drive, Suite 100, Pleasanton
(at the corner of Stoneridge & Franklin, between Hopyard & 1-680)
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Cover Story

Son arrested for
Castlewood

couple’s murders

Ernest Scherer II1, 30, is charged with special
circumstances, could face death penalty

by Janet Pelletier

he son of a couple bru-

I tally killed in their

Castlewood home last

March was looking to cash in on

a lucrative inheritance, accord-
ing to investigators.

Ernest Scherer III, 30, was
arrested Monday night in Las
Vegas and waived extradition
to the Bay Area Tuesday night,
arriving by plane at midnight.
He was taken for questioning by Alameda
County Sheriff’s investigators to San
Leandro and was booked into Santa Rita
Jail Wednesday morning. He was sched-
uled to go before a judge for arraignment at
the Wiley Manuel Courthouse in Oakland
Thursday.

Scherer III was charged Tuesday with
two counts of murder and two special
circumstances clauses (multiple murder
and murder for financial gain) that could
lead to the death penalty for the deaths of
his parents at their country club home in
March 2008, according to Alameda County
District Attorney Tom Orloff.

According to an arrest affidavit, Alameda
County Sheriff’s investigator Sgt. Scott
Dudek wrote that Scherer III killed for
financial gain. That gain was to the tune
of $1.5 million, the estimated inheritance
Scherer would have received upon turning
30, in the event his parents were deceased.
Scherer III turned 30 years old July 3, near-
ly three months after his parents’ deaths.

Scherer Jr., 60, dabbled in poker, but
made a living in real estate investments.
His son was more professionally involved
on the gaming circuit, having participated
at least once in the World Series of Poker.
Gambling websites list Scherer III’s career
earnings as more than $330,000.

But despite his winnings, the son was
in a state of financial collapse. Dudek
said the son was known to have debts.
The affidavit states that Scherer III's
parents lent him more than $600,000 to
purchase a condominium in Brea, Calif.,
where he had been living at the time of
the murders with his wife and young son.
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Ernest Scherer 1|

Property taxes and monthly mort-
gages went unpaid as Scherer III
and his wife accumulated credit
card debt of more than $40,000,
the affidavit reports.
\ Since the murders, Scherer III
i' moved around, living in Utah,
Mississippi and Las Vegas, where
he was apprehended.

Other damning details in court
records state that he attempted to
purchase a gun days before the
killings. His cell phone records
showed that there was no activity for a total
of 17 hours during the time police believe
Scherer Jr. and Charlene Abendroth, 57,
were brutally beaten and stabbed with
a sharp object. Investigators, who have
declined to discuss the murder weapon(s),
believe the pair were killed March 7, some-
time after returning home from a dinner at
the Castlewood Country Club. Scherer Jr.
missed a meeting he had scheduled for 8
a.m. the next morning.

The couple’s daughter, Catherine Gray,
asked a country club worker to check on
them after she became concerned having
not heard from them in a week. A worker
visited the home on March 14 and could
see Scherer Jr.’s body through a window.
Abendroth’s body, clad in pajamas as was
her husband, was found in a nearby room.
The affidavit says when investigators asked
Scherer III to explain the silence in cell
phone usage, he said his battery had died.

The couple had lived in the home, locat-
ed near the first hole of the Hill Course on
Castlewood Drive, for nearly two years.
They purchased it from the parents of
professional LPGA golfer Paula Creamer.
Previously, they had lived in San Ramon
for a number of years.

As late as Monday, sheriff’s investiga-
tors declined to officially name Scherer
Il a suspect, calling him a “person of
interest,” but their suspicions mounted
on the son as they ruled out other close
family members, friends and acquain-
tances. Scherer Jr. was actively involved
in the Republican Party, was a former
San Ramon Valley school board member
who was recalled in 1990 and up until
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his death, remained involved in school
issues. Abendroth had been an accounting
and lecturing professor at Cal State East
Bay. She was also an active member of
the Mormon church in Pleasanton where
the funeral service was held. Abendroth’s
friend Linda Lea Hurley remembered her
at services held March 22 as terribly
bright and quite outspoken, someone who
inspired other Mormon women to become
more involved in church affairs.

In tributes, friends and family members
recalled how the couple had a passion
for traveling, hiking and birding. Their
feats ranged from climbing Half Dome to
leading bird expeditions from Turkey to
Ecuador to traveling extensively across all
seven continents.

Scherer Jr’s sister Carolyn Scherer
Oesterle said the family was close knit.
Scherer Jr. taught his daughter Catherine
the winning strategies of board games and
encouraged his son to play soccer. Even
though he didn’t know a thing about soc-
cer, Scherer Jr. bought books about the
game, studied the plays and eventually
became a soccer coach for many of the
years his son played the sport.

She also talked about all the Ernies in
the Scherer family. Having Ernie Sr. and
Ernie Jr. was difficult enough, so the family
nicknamed Ernest III “Skip” to lessen the
confusion. Then, she added, Skip named
his first-born son Ernie I'V. The four Ernies
always posed for a photo of themselves at
the frequent family gatherings Scherer Jr.
was fond of arranging.

Scherer III attended his parents’ funeral
and was said to have shown little emotion.
The same day as the services, investigators
served a search warrant his Brea home in
Orange County and collected evidence.

Early on, investigators also focused on
a reported security video showing a red
Chevy Camaro seen in the neighborhood
at the time of the killings. Residents of the
relatively quiet and shellshocked country
club community were asked if they had
seen that vehicle. Department of Motor
Vehicle records show that color, make and
model car registered to Scherer III.

Bay City News contributed to this report.

Ernest Scherer lll, second from right in maroon dress shirt with «
emotion at the funeral services for his parents.
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imdotv-ology:
We Have Window Coverings Down To A Science

Blinds, Shades, Shutters and More...

We Are Committed To:

Exceptional Customer Service
Highest Quality Products ® Great Selection

925.462.1207

Showroom and Factory located at
4225 Stanley Blvd., Pleasanton, CA 94566

www.window-ology.com

Contractor’s License #904282

3950 Valley Ave., Suite B

6M3¢V6Mg¢h (925) 417-2265

ART OF FITNESS www.zenstrength.com

ZenStvength - It's Simple, veally. Just Slow Dowsn. . . and Breathe.
[ T————
PERSONALIZED FITNESS TRAINING

ZenStrength employs a simple and effective resistance
system that promotes slow, form focused movements,
open breathing, and zen-like concentration.

The reward is a tremendous improvement in muscle
strength, flexibility, bone health, and overall fitness and
well being.

Now offering:
» Advanced Craniosacral Therapy
fr=  Lymphatic Drainage Therapy

CAL L To DA * Acupressure

Workouts are by appointment only Kathy Lorenz, CST, CMT 925-596-0145

| et N

Bring in this coupon for your complimentary evaluation/

workout and receive a free t-shirt.
Jump Start 2009 with our 4-visit mini-plan!

IHe Summer is Learning
Disguised as FUN!

Safe and fun summer
programs for ages 2 fo 10

Program Highlights:
+ Gardening Education Projects
« Linking to Kindergarten-
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e i 2 « Art and Science Projects
A ) « Water slides, petting zoo,
i i S R B 2 magicians, and musicians

Top: Charlene Abendroth, 57, was a beloved accounting professor for more than + Field trips for older children

30 years at Cal State East Bay and Ernest Scherer Jr., 60, was an active member Hc#0/0200709 www.tedschools.com
of the California Republican Party and dabbled in poker, although his main Pleasanton San Ramon Lafayette Moraga Antioch
source of income was real estate investment. Above: Sgt. Scott Dudek of the 025 460-1866 (225 820-2515 (6292847002 (o25) 3765110  (325) 754-0144

Alameda County Sheriff's Department holds a press conference just days after
police discovered the couple’s bodies.

REAL ESTATE DISCOUNT FOR SENIORS

FREE information on selling your home.
N0 PRESSURE, STRESS FREE CONSULIATION
When you list your home with me you will receive the following:
¢ Landscape/yard cleanup
¢ House Cleaning/General Cleanup

e Garage Sale/Estate Sale
¢ Hauling to donation centers

e Handyman Services/Contractors

¢ Professional Home Staging
Call for Details

m
T 3
48 800-319-8991
[0} -
3 - www.madelinewalker.com
& Acting on a request from the couple’s daughter, a country club worker went to 7 ) ",
Joatee, appeared to show little check on them at their Castlewood Drive home, Above, near the first hole of the Hill /(/7
Course, and discovered Scherer Jr.’s body that could be seen through a window. I‘I'Iadeline I.IJaIker
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Bridges

44 Church St., Danville, 820-7200.
Executive Chef Kevin Gin interprets
California-American cuisine with
European and Asian influences with
expansive lunch and dinner menus. Add
dessert, wine and cockiails and you
have Bridges' casual fine dining experi-
ence. Visit www.bridgesdanville.com for
event and private party details.

Eddie Papa’s American
Hangout

4889 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton,
469-6266. Winner of The Pleasanton
Weekly's Reader Choice Awards for
"Best American Food Restaurant” and
"Best Meal under $20", Eddie Papa's
American Hangout celebrates the
regional food and beverage cultures
of America. Bring the whole family to
enjoy iconic dishes from across the
United States, Old World Hospitality,
and hand crafted artisan cockiails.

www.eddiepapas.com

Vic’s All Star Kitchen

201 Main St., Pleasanton, (925)
484-0789. Vic's delivers a starry mix
of American food, fast service and

a cheery atmosphere. Owner Vic
Malatesta teamed his love of sports
with his passion for good food fo cre-
ate a solid dining experience. Vic's is
open daily 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. Evening
banquets and daytime catering are
available.

BARBECUE

Red Smoke Grill

4501 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton,
734-0307. Home of the Tri Tip and
Blue, Red Smoke Grill was Voted
Reader's Choice Best 2006, 2007,
2008. Dine in or take out rofisserie
chicken, ribs, prawns, salads and fri
tip, or pulled pork sandwiches. Relax
with a beer or a botile of wine. Visit
www.redsmokegrill.com.

Tri-Tip

4501 Hopyard Rd.,
Pleasanton

734-0307

Open daily from 11am

SSS,

RED SIMOKE CRILL

Family Meals To Go

Meals include four corn muffins and two large sides.
Rotisserie Chicken ..................

11/2pound ......................

....%$16.99  French Fries
Roasted Corn Salad
....$25.99 Potato Salad
....$29.99 Creamy Cole Slaw
....$28.99 Santa Maria Style Beans
....$32.99 Chicken Tortilla Soup
Mashed Potatoes

One Pound Tri-Tip and Whole Chicken . . .
Full Slab of Ribs & Whole Chicken .. . ...
One Pound Tri-Tip and Whole Slab . . . . . .

www.redsmokegrill.com

Small Side Salad

BREWPUB/ALEHOUSE

The Hop Yard American
Alehouse and Grill

3015H Hopyard Road, Pleasanton,
426-9600. Voted Best Watering Hole
in Pleasanton, The Hop Yard offers
30 craft beers on tap as well as great
food. The full-service menu includes
appetizers, salads and grilled fare that
will bring you back time and again.
Banguet facilities available. On the
web at www.hopyard.com.

470 Market Place, San Ramon, 277-
9600. Featuring a giant 8foot projec-
fion screen for major sporting events,
they also feature 30 beers on tap
and a great grill. Go in for the beer,
go back for the food. More at www.
hopyard.com.

Fontina’s Catering
349 Main St., Downtown Pleasanton,

4629299, Fontina Ristorante’s award-
winning menu can now be delivered
to your home or office. Our lunch and
dinner specialties feature homemade
soups and pasfas, premium seafood
and meats, and a vegetarian menu.
Now accepling reservations for holi-
day parties.

Chinese Szechuan

3059 Hopyard Road #G, Pleasanton,
846-5251. Chinese Szechuan is
Pleasanton’s bestloved Chinese res-
taurant. Family owned and run since
1987, it has friendly service, delicious
food and great prices, including lunch
specials and carry-out. A banquet
room is available.

Panda Mandarin Cuisine

30 W. Angela St., Pleasanton, 484-
4880. Panda offers several delicious
specials using fresh ingredients and
spices that make fraditional northern

CAY MINZTINS PIRRA €O,

Italian Style Spaghetti & Ravioli

* Lunches ¢ Dinners * Beers on Tap
* Orders to go ¢ Patio Dining Available

Join us Tuesdays
3pm-9pm
$2.00 Tacos

$3.00 House Beers

Live Music Every
Friday & Saturday

The Public Eye...Friday
Groove Doctors...Saturday

SAN
o "oy,
MAIN ST BREWERY

PLEASANTON’S ONLY BREW-PUB!

830 Main St., Downtown Pleasanton
462-8218 * www.mainstbrewery.com

Chinese cuisine such a delight. Open
for lunch Monday through Friday, din-
ner Monday through Saturday, closed
Sunday. A private banquet room is
available. Visit www.pandapleasan-
ton.com.

Barone’s

475 St. John St., Pleasanton, 426-0987.
Pleasanton’s most romantic continental
cuisine restaurant features innovative
pasta, seafood and meat entrees, out-
door dining, and a full bar. Barone's is
open for dinner seven nights and lunch
Monday through Friday, with live music
on Friday and Saturday evenings. Ask
about our banquet faciliies and special
events.

MEDITERRANEAN

Oasis Grille

780 Main St., Pleasanton, 417-8438.
Visit downtown Pleasanton’s exotic din-
ing destination. Oasis features kabobs,

Check out

\ ot

every day

Lunch e Dinner ¢ Catering
Open Tuesday-Sunday
Closed Monday

JAPANESE
CUISINE

OWNER OPERATED FOR 25 YEARS
MAKOTO SATO
Sushi Bar
Tempura
Teriyaki Sushi

In Hopyard Village Shoppmg Center
3015-K Hopyard Rd.
462-3131

5 ’ :
e 9561 3113

310 Main Street, Ste. A,
Downtown Pleasanton
www.eatatstaceys.com

Come and Enjoy our

“Stimulus Package”

of Drinks and Appetizers
Happy Hour menu

Effective 3:00-6:00 Monday through Friday

We promise to provide a great place for cheap
drinks & eats until your 401Ks start looking like
investments again instead of something that
could qualify as a charity!
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e Catering Service
* Take Out Menu

a,

(Oite

LT i

B IS TR AKTEH

Best [talian Restaurant!

Open for Lunch and Dinner
With combination of an elegant Banquet room and charming wine bar ideal for rehearsal
dinners, bridal showers, company parties or special occasion you are celebrating.

3037-G Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton (At Valley Ave in Hopyard Village)

925-485-4500

www.LaViteRestaurant.com



ON THE TOWN

rice and vegetarian dishes, to name a
few. Check out our updated wine and
exofic cocktail menus. We also cater!
Visit www.OasisGrille.com.

Amarone Ristorante

680 Main St, Downtown Pleasanton,
270:0500. Cucina ltalianal Freshly pre-
pared authentic ltalian specials on a full
course menu that changes often! A spe-
cial Vegetarian and Vegan menu also.
Owner Matteo Pasotto is from Verona
and he wanted to name his restaurant
after the famous Amarone wines from
the Valpolicella region. Amarone is a
very peculiar wine, not easy to produce.
The final result is a very ripe, big-bodied
wine with very little acid. Come and
experience unique dining af Amarone
Ristorante. Buon Appetitol
www.amaronepleasanton.com

Fontina Ristorante
349 Main St., Pleasanton, 462-9299.

This popular downtown restaurant gets
rave reviews from both locals and visi-
tors. Fontina offers a changing, seasonal
menu and daily specials—including
homemade soups, pastas, seafood,
chicken and veal-served in a comfort-
ably elegant aimosphere. We have
indoor and outdoor seating. Join us

for Saturday and Sunday champagne
brunch.

La Vite Ristorante

3037-G Hopyard Road, Pleasanton,
485-4500. La Vite Ristorante was
rated “A" by the Contra Costa Times
restaurant critic and voted the best
ltalion restaurant by the readers of
the Tri-Valley Herald. We're located
off the beaten path of downfown
Pleasanton in the Hopyard Village
Shopping Center.

Sato Japanese Cuisine
3105K Hopyard Road, Pleasanton,
462-3131. Makoto Sato, Owner

Banquet/Catering Available

Voted Best Breakfast!

FODYARD

AMERICAN ALEHOUSE & GRILL

Come In for the Beer,

Come Back for the Food

Join us for the
"Beer Drinker
Bailout Hour!"

$1.50 Off

ALL Beers!
Sun-Thurs 4pm to 5pm

Pleasanton

(925) 426-9600

3015-H Hopyard Road

www.hopyard.com

JOIN US AT FAZ’s
BRICK OVEN BISTRO

WHERE LUNCH IS JUST $8 DOLLARS

CHOOSE FROM DELICIOUS HOT ENTREES

GIANT SANDWICHES WITH FAZ’s
FAMoOUs POTATO CHIPS - SALADS
& INDIVIDUAL PIZZAS

FAST - AFFORDABLE

Operator has been serving traditional
japanese cuisine for over 25 years in
Pleasanton. Enjoy the variety of our
sushi bar and Japanese tempura and
teriyaki sushi. We are open for lunch
and dinner. We also do catering.
Open Tuesday through Sunday and
closed Monday.

Gay Nineties Pizza Co.

288 Muain St., Pleasanton, 846-2520.
Gay Nineties is family-oriented with an
extensive menu, including our renowned
pizza, ltalian dishes, salads and sand-
wiches. We also have wine, beer, patio
dining and games for kids. Come for
groups, take out and callahead lunch
orders. We're open seven days a week
from 11 a.m.to 11 p.m.

To have your restaurant listed in
this dining directory, please call
the Pleasanton Weekly Advertising
Department at (925) 600-0840

5o/ BREAKFAST & LUNCH
7 Days a Week 7am-2pm

DOLLAR

“RECESSION

PROOF”

LUNCH
WEEKDAYS

5121 HOPYARD ROAD, PLEAsANtON ¢ 925.460.0444

SHISH KABOBS . EXOTIC CHAMPAGNE COCKTAILS . PATIO DINING

Tempt your palate with our
juicy kabobs, rice dishes, &
vegetarlan dishes!

fiery
het
exotic

Venture to the Exotic Mediterranean

50% OFF 2nd Entree
Exp. 3-13-09

925. 417. 8438

780 Main Street, Downtown Pleasanton = www.oasisgrille.com

e Ammunition e Optics J & R SPORTS SUPPLY LLC

® Reloading e Knives

Present This Coupon
e HSC Provider e Firearms

And Get 10% OFF
Accessories

DISCOUNT
PRICES

OPEN M-F: 10-6 SAT/SUN: 10-3 ’@ @

925-443-9691 ¢ ToLL FREE 877-937-4668
2558-B Old First Street, Livermore

Expires 3/31/09

HACIENDA SCHOOL

Cultivating Astonishing Potential!

Grades 1-8

Affiliated with:

Hacienda

Child Development Center
for ages 0-6

Information Night:
March 5: 4:30 - 5:30

3800 Stoneridge Drive, Pleasanton RSVP: 925-485-5750
www.headsup.org

COIImt ’”h\ f

DID YOU KNOW?

Our Women’s Health Department provides
walk-in pregnancy testing Monday-Friday at both
our Pleasanton and Livermore clinics.

Call 925-462-1755 for hours and directions.

If you'd like to know more about the Tri-Valley’s community
health centers or donate to Axis Community Health online,
please visit www.axishealth.org.

Axis Community Health...here when you need us.

AUTHENTIC HOME-STYLE
ITALIAN REGIONAL CUISINE
WITH A REFIN_ED FLAIR

i

74%@,& ’

Amarone, in the finest tradition of
Italian Trattorias, invites you to come
and try our hand-made ravioli, slow
braised osso buco on saffron risotto,

home-made focaccia and all the offer-
ings from our Florentine chef, Gianni.

270-0500 - 425-0099 - 680 Main St., Downtown Pleasanton
WWW.a maronepleasa nton.com
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Just one

of the kids

Wallace family seeks to debunk
Down syndrome misconceptions

by Emily West

hen Michael and Pam Wallace
were pregnant with their fourth
child, everything appeared to be

typical. The standard triple screen test came
back negative, but they soon found out that
is screen is just a screen.

Torin Wallace, born Aug. 8, 2006, was
diagnosed with Down syndrome, changing
the 36-year-old Pleasanton mom’s expecta-
tions of her family’s future.

“Whether you find out your child has
Down syndrome prenatally or at birth, the
news is devastating,” she said. “The picture
of the ‘perfect’ family that you had imagined
no longer exists.”

Right away, the Wallaces were given infor-
mation and resources by the staff at Washington
Hospital in Fremont, whose NICU is run by
Stanford. A social worker provided them with
physicians in the area as well as recommended
support groups in the area.

The Down Syndrome Connection of the
Bay Area in Danville offers many services
for children and parents, including sup-
port groups, play dates and educational
workshops. Martha Hogan, co-founder of
the organization, said they serve about 100
children a week, although the number of
families they serve is well over 500.

“We’re lucky, in a way, that when these
little ones are born, we know what it is,”
Hogan said. “We don’t know why it hap-
pens, but it’s well understood.”

While devastating, the diagnosis of their
son led the Wallace’s to learn more about the
disorder. In turn, they found hope that Torin
can lead a full life and they hope to share
their knowledge to encourage other families.

Perhaps the biggest misconception they
had previously thought was that Down syn-
drome can be mild or severe.

“There are people with Down syndrome
driving cars, graduating four year schools,
being completely independent on their own
finances, getting married.

“What’s wonderful now, unlike 30 years
ago,” she added, “those severely affected
live in independent group home. No one has
to be institutionalized or have to stay with
their parents.”

Pam and Torin were recently guests on
“The Doctors,” a show where a panel of
doctors address a few medical issues. They
had footage of the Wallace children playing
together and Torin even had the chance to
meet John C. McGinley, a star on “Scrubs”
and spokesman for the National Down
Syndrome Society.

However, Pam Wallace was disappointed
that the show seemed to reinforce the stereo-
type of developmentally disabled children,

instead of shedding light on the new wave of
education available for young children.

“With all the things we can do, they are
more like typical children than not,” she
said. “It’s frustrating for new parents.”

“I am a physical therapist,” she added.
“[Children with Down syndrome] have ben-
efitied so much from physical therapy, occu-
pational therapy and speech therapy. It’s a
shame they didn’t touch on that.”

These therapies now start when babies are
8 weeks old and help facilitate developmen-
tal milestones. For example, some children
learn to walk after crawling, whereas those
with Down syndrome can’t miss a step,
they must learn to sit, then crawl, stand and
finally walk. And they may not be able to do
so until they are 3 or 4.

“Without intervention, the children can
develop compensations,” Pam Wallace said.
“It can cause problems in the long run,
where their walk may look different. When
they get these therapies, then they reach
these milestones.”

Parental involvement in meeting the devel-
opmental goals is key, and often they are
encouraged to do so during play time.

Getting the word out about the new hope
for children with Down syndrome is impor-
tant to the Wallaces, as they have learned a
disheartening trend.

“Over 90 percent of those babies that the
mothers find out they have Down syndrome
are terminated,” Pam Wallace said. “A lot of
that is because there is a lot of ignorance about
what the quality of life would be and what they
would be able to accomplish. They do lead
wonderful lives and it’s a life worth living.”

Hogan said it is helpful to recognize the
hope for each child.

“We know that there are similarities
in each child and they are also unique in
everything they do,” she said. “It’s impor-
tant to help the parents understand the
potential that each child has; to be the very
best they can be.”

With this new education, Pam Wallace
has learned that Down syndrome doesn’t
define these kids, instead it’s simply a char-
acteristic that’s a part of them. While it has
been a challenge to raise a child with Down
syndrome, she has learned she does have a
“perfect” family, just not the one she had
originally imagined.

“There is a tendency for us as parents
when we learn of their diagnosis to put a
ceiling on what we think they may be able
to accomplish,” she said. “Our philosophy in
raising Torin is that we will raise him with
the same expectations as our other three chil-
dren and as we hit obstacles, we will address
them as needed. As a result of this approach,
Torin is truly just one of the kids.” m
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Pam Wallace, with 2-year-old son Torin, hopes to teach others about new opportunities for

children diagnosed with Down syndrome and their parents.

Torin Wallace has had much success with early intervention
therapies to help meet development milestones. The Wallaces
are raising him with the same expectations as their other
children, Gavin, 8, Kieran, 7, and Colin, 5.

Down syndrome
resources

Down Syndrome
Connection of

the Bay Area

117-A Town and Country
Drive, Danville
362-8660
www.dsconnection.org

National Down
Syndrome Society
www.ndss.org

National Down Syndrome
Congress
www.ndsccenter.org
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The Class (Entre les murs)

Yk k

Rated: PG-13

In French with English subtitles
2 hours, 8 minutes

Sometimes little lies add up to a big truth. Director
Laurent Cantet’s drama looks like a documentary
but isn’t one. Shot in cinema verite style with a hand-
held camera and starring actual French high school
students, the film seamlessly fuses fiction and fact.

Francois Begaudeau adapted his autobiographi-
cal novel about teaching in the multiracial 20th
arrondissement of Paris into a screenplay--and
plays the French-language teacher named Francois.
Incredibly the film has that authentic slice-of-life feel,
as though a fly on the wall captured the complexi-
ties of teaching and learning in today’s ethnically and
economically diverse classroom.

To borrow from Jean-Luc Godard, “The Class” is
truth 24 frames per second.

Unlike American inspirational-teacher movies, the
Oscar nominee and winner of the prestigious Palme
d’Or at the 2008 Cannes Film Festival provokes
thought about France’s public educational system
rather than providing a feel-good experience. No one
stands and delivers. Monsieur Marin (Begaudeau)
doesn’t have an opus. Minds don’t seem particularly
dangerous—although they certainly reach the boil-
ing point—and the great debaters only exchange
heated barbs between the walls of their school.

The lively opening bristles with all the anticipa-
tion and activity that accompanies the start of the
academic year. Veterans wish new faculty mem-
bers “courage,” while advising them about which
students are nice, not nice or need to be watched.
Buck up with a biscuit. Prepare for a challenge.
Seeing this dedicated staff in action makes for rivet-
ing drama and small moments of delight, such as

when a colleague pops open a bottle of champagne
to announce her pregnancy. How perfectly French.

Marin’s lesson on the imperfect subjunctive
raises so many intriguing issues. On one level, the
gifted teacher engages his restless class through
a Socratic questioning method. He urges his stu-
dents, primarily immigrants grappling with their
non-native French language and sense of identity,
to master the grammar rules before calling them
into question. But bright, outspoken Khoumba
(Rachel Regulier) insists that only “snobs” use the
tense, bringing class dynamics into the discussion.
The volatile Souleymane (Franck Keita) veers off to
ask Marin if the rumors are true: Is he homosexual?
The charismatic teacher counters by asking if that
would be a problem. So go the charged exchang-
es, addressing much more than language usage.

These teachers are human. One screams about
being sick of his students. They can’t focus for more
than 20 seconds, and they behave like animals.
When the faculty gathers to determine grades,
Marin uses a degrading word to refer to the giggling
female class representatives in attendance. The
girls stand up for themselves—and for classmates
whose futures will be forever changed by instructors
labeling them as “limited” and placing them on the
vocational track or expelling them from school.

Emotional and ethical clashes make for good
drama, but one almost-whispered comment proves
just as devastating as the loud squabbles. At the
end of the school year, the students share what they
have learned. One girl, seemingly invisible because
of her quiet demeanor among the rowdy group,
approaches Marin and tentatively admits that she
doesn’t understand anything in any subject.

Like an exceptional teacher, “The Class” presents
complex ideas in a clear, accessible and entertain-
ing way. Cantet’s success in tackling such sensitive,
topical subject matter certainly earns top marks.

—Susan Tavernetti

New Chinese dance
school to open
Sunday

After much demand, renowned
Chinese dancer and Pleasanton
resident Xiaopei He Gelb is open-
ing Xiaopei Chinese Dance Sunday
at Triple Threat Performing Arts in
Livermore. Students, whose ages
range from 8 years old to adults,
have enrolled to learn more about
the beauty and elegance of Chinese
dance. He Gelb first started dancing
at 11 and has a strong background in
ballet, Chinese classic, Chinese eth-
nic minorities, folk and modern dance.
To learn more about the school, visit
www.xiaopeiart.com/school.

Shakespeare, Simpsons style

Comedian Rick Miller presents ‘MacHomer’ March 7

Ever wonder what everyone’s
favorite donut-loving cartoon dad
would be like in a Shakespearean
era? Didn’t think so. Thankfully,
comedian Rick Miller did and
Pleasanton audiences can see the
hilarious results.

Pleasanton Civic Arts presents
“MacHomer” at 8 p.m. March 7 at
the Amador Theater. The comedic
melding of William Shakespeare’s
“Macbeth” with the hit televi-
sion series “The Simpsons” com-
bines into a script that is 85 percent
Shakespeare, with Miller performing

over 50 voices from the TV show.

The idea for “MacHomer” all
began in the summer of 1995, when
Miller had a small part in a tour-
ing production of “Macbeth” with
Montreal’s Repercussion Theatre.
He considered tragedy to be funnier
backstage than onstage where he
spent hours concocting a joke for
the cast party: What if the Simpsons
were to parody? While seeming-
ly different, the universal theme
remains: family dysfunction.

“I find it somewhat poetic that,
in Homeris hands, Macbethis vault-

ing ambition ranges from wanting
the throne to wanting a dough-
nut,” Miller said. “There is also
something vaguely tragic about the
residents of Springfield: flawed,
vulnerable, but ultimately noble in
their own pathetic way.”

Tickets to “MacHomer” are $25,
$30 and $35 for adults and $15, $20
and $25 for students. They may be
purchased at www.civicartstickets.
org up to three hours prior to the
performance, by phone at 931-3444,
or in person at the box office.

—Emily West

Calling all
wordsmiths

Deadline approaching for Poetry,
Prose and Arts festival

Early registration is open through
March 7 for the eighth annual
Poetry, Prose and Arts Festival,
taking place April 4-5.

This year the festival includes key-
note speaker Dana Gioia, a poet, critic
and best-selling anthologist who who
recently served as chairman for the
National Endowment for the Arts.
Participants can attend 17 workshops,
a poetry and prose awards banquet
with music by harpist Dominique
Piana, an authors’ reception, book
signing and literary row, as well as a
free fine arts exhibition will be pro-
vided by the Pleasanton Art League
and regional artists; while musical
entertainment will be offered by clas-

sical guitarist Jim Steinke.

Fees for early registration range
from $15 for youth or teen work-
shops to $130 for an adult full
weekend schedule. All poetry
and prose contest entries must be
submitted with early registration.
The contest is only open to those
attending workshops.

After March 7, fees will range
from $20-$145 and will not be
accepted after March 24.

For more information, including
registration forms and a full list of
special guests, visit www.pleasan-
tonarts.org, or by calling Michelle
Russo at 931-5350.

—Emily West

Experience German
romanticism

Pleasanton Chamber Players perform March 8§

Get ready to explore with the
Pleasanton Chamber Players as
they juxtapose works of familiar
and less-known works in “The Rise
of German Romanticisim.”

The performance, at 3 p.m. March
8 at Trinity Lutheran Church, 1235
Hopyard Road, is said to provide
an intriguing storyline to a musical
period that has not yet said its last
word.

Works by E.T.A. Hoffmann,
Weber, Schubert, Mendelssohn,
Baermann, Schumann and Liszt will
evoke a world of music where the
ideal of beauty of tone and phrasing
reigned supreme, when aspirations

to high art and connections to folk
lore did not contradict one another.
Performers slated for this concert
are Cecilia Huang and Abraham
Becker, violin; Micah Naler, viola;
Gay Hagen Dunn and Lawrence
Granger, cello; Karen Stasko
Veca, flute; Gary Sears, clari-
net; Dominique Piana, harp; and
Priscilla Carter Granger, piano.
Tickets are $15 in advance, $18
at the door and free for children.
To purchase, visit Ingram & Brauns
Musik Shoppe and Towne Center
Books in Pleasanton, as well as
Fretted Friends in Livermore.

—Emily West

Lic#0C26292

Plans
as low as

$4 00

per

month

*Based on Blue Shield's PPO
Plan Vital Shield 2900
for singles ages 19-29.

Looking for an Affordable
Individual or Group
Health Plan?

FREE No Obligation Consultation | e
Call Today to Save Money! (@v.

Charlene Beasley

Beasley Insurance Services

925-803-9799

Health

Blue Shield
‘Jv Net of California

..
|§"’~§ KAISER PERMANENTE-,|

PacifiCare’| ¥ Aetna

Free Quote go to www.heasleyinsurance.com

Anthem.®9
UnitedHealthcare'

Healing heaith care. Together”
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fogster.com THE TRFVALLEY'S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE

Fogster.com offers FREE* postings online and the opportunity for your ad to appear in print to more than 80,000 readers.

You can log on to fogster.com 24/7, and your online ad starts immediately.

TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS GO TO FOGSTER.COM

*Some ads require payment. Home Services and Mind & Body ads require contact with the customer service representative at 925-600-0840, Ext. 112.

Donate Your Car
Children’s Cancer Fund!' Help Save
A Child's Life Through Research and
Support! Free Vacation Package. Fast,
Easy & Tax Deductible. Call 1-800-252-
0615. (Cal-SCAN)

BMW 2000 M5 - $20,900
Chrysler 2001 PT Cruiser/BRA - $40

Chrysler MiniVan 2000 Town and Country
Limited - $3,800

KID STUFF

115 Announcements

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS
in 111 alternative newspapers like this
one. Over 6 million circulation
every week for $1200. No adult ads.
Call Rick at 202-289-8484. (AAN CAN)

PREGNANT?
CONSIDERING ADOPTION
Talk with caring agency specializing in
matching Birthmothers with Families
nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES PAID.
Call 24/7 Abby’s One True Gift
Adoptions
866-413-6293 (AAN CAN)

Danville Community Band Concert

Fibromyalgia/Stress/Pain BLR MFT

Fun For Girls between 10-20years

Hacienda School Open House

Livermore Lioness Club

Pleasanton Unified School Distri

130 Classes &

Instruction
PALMISTRY CLASSES
and READINGS
www.palmistryschool.com, www.partyp-
almist2.com.925 2499154

133 Music Lessons
SINGING LESSONS FOR ALL AGES!
Voice Studio of Cherie Michael
Call 925-462-4419
for further information and to reserve
your weekly lessons.

HARP LESSONS FOR ALL AGES
Try Something New!
Call Bennetta Heaton
(925) 820-1169
- located in Danville -

135 Group Activities
“GIRLS NIGHT IN”

CLUTTERLess (CL) Self Help Group

FREE CROSSFIT CLASSES

Lock & Key Singles Dance

140 Lost & Found

John Deere 2002 6420 Mfwd
$5700 fast sale, 640 Loader, 4
pictures and contact rob42a@gmail.
com or (720) 891 4780

330 Child Care

Offered
Child Care

345 Tutoring/

Lessons
FRENCH, SPANISH TUTORING

High School Math Tutor
High school math tutoring, also SAT
I, ACT, Subject Matter Math, history

exams. One-on-one only. Former
teacher, California credential. 925-
462-3807.

Lexus 2004 SC430 - $35,000.00
Mazda 2003 Miata MX5 Shinsen -
$11,500

Trailer Hitch 2004 Toyota Sienna - FREE

210 Garage/Estate

Sales
Livermore, 980 Cromwell St, May 24
712

215 Collectibles &

Antiques
Royal Doulton figurine - $45

220 Computers/

Electronics
GET A NEW COMPUTER
Brand Name laptops & desktops
Bad or NO Credit - No Problem
Smallest weekly payments available. It's
yours NOW - Call 800-803-8819
(AAN CAN)

GET A NEW COMPUTER!
Brand Name laptops & desktops
Bad or NO Credit - No Problem Smallest
weekly payments avail. CALL NOW
1-800-816-2232 (AAN CAN)

240 Furnishings/
Household items

Lost Cat 3 piece kitchen carving set - $10
152 Research Study gtlag](;))uter Desk & Hutch - Corner L -
Volunteers

MEDIA CABINET - $400.00

Paid Laser Skin Resurfacing Stud
Study consists of up to 16 laser
treatment visits and four follow-up
visits. Up to two optional biopsies
may be provided. Payment is $20
per completed study visit and $50
per biopsy. Female, age 35 & “ 65
only, have fine lines and/or pigment-
ed lesions (such as age spots) on
the face, not have had fillers, Botox,
or other laser treatments during the
previous 6 - 12 month, and not have
participated in a study of another
device or drug within 1 month prior
to enrollment or during this study.
Please email or call 510-780-4762
for more info.

FOR SALE

201 Autos/Trucks/

Parts

Donate Vehicle
Receive $1000 Grocery Coupons,
Your Choice. Noah's Arc, No Kill
Animal Shelters. Advanced Veterinary
Treatments. Free Towing, IRS Tax
Deduction. Non-Runners. 1-866-912-
GIVE. (Cal-SCAN)

Oversized Log Rocking Chair - $250.

Math & Chemistry Tutoring
Retired Scientist now enjoying
TUTORING STUDENTS of all ages in
math, algebra, pre-calculus, geom-
etry, & chemistry
CALL DOUG @ 925-858-5842

Py

Able to Travel?

Over 18?7 Earn Above Average $$$
with Fun Successful Business Group!
No Experience Necessary. 2 wks
Paid Training. Lodging, Transportation
Provided. 1-800-848-9490. (Cal-SCAN)

Display Advertising

in 140 Cal-SDAN newspapers state-
wide for $1,550! Reach over 3 million
Californians! FREE email brochure. Call
(916) 2886019. www.Cal-SDAN.com
(Cal-SCAN)

Able to Travel?

Hiring eight people, no experience
necessary, transportation and lodging
furnished, expense paid training. Work
/ travel entire U.S. Start immediately.
www.ProtekChemical.com Call 1-877-

936-7468. (Cal-SCAN)

DATA ENTRY PROCESSORS
Needed! Earn $3,500-55,000 Weekly
Working from Home! Guaranteed
Paychecks! No Experience Necessary!
Positions Available Today! Register
Online Now! http://www.DataPositions.
com (AAN CAN)

Driver - Currently Hiring

Experienced Teams and Solos with
HazMat. Dry Van and Temp Control
available. 0/0s welcome. Call Covenant
1-866-684-2519 EOE. (Cal-SCAN)

Driver - New Hiring Area

West Coast Regional. Newest equip-
ment on the road. Competitive Pay. Run
the Western 11 States. On Site - Full
Service Maintenance Shop. Reasonable
Home Time. Western Express - 22 yrs.
old. Good MVR, EOE, CDL-A, 1 yr. OTR.
Call Edna Today! 1-866-863-4112. (Cal-
SCAN)

Electrician Training

We train you. Fairfield, Concord, Santa
Rosa. 2 days per week for six months.
Enrollment Fee required. Sign-up today!
707-480-0514 randy@fleenerelectric.
com (Cal-SCAN)

MIND

& BODY

470 Psychics

Free Psychic
and Tarot Reading online:
www.sostarots.com. Or by telephone:
1-866-800-4775 (AAN CAN)

Lexus Psychic
Reader, Medium. 20 years experience.
Asks no questions. 1-877-272-2700
ext. 884 (AAN CAN)

==,
EMPLOYMENT

Firefighters Wanted
Paid training, good salary, $ for school,
regular raises, benefits, retirement. HS
grads ages 17-34. Call Mon-Fri 1-800-
345-6289. (Cal-SCAN)

Heaving Equipment Training
Cranes-Dozers-Loaders. National
Certification, Financial Assistance,
Retraining funds available if quali-
fied. Northern California College of
Construction. www.Heavy4.com Use
Code “NCPA1" 1-866-302-7462.
(Cal-SCAN)

POST OFFICE HIRING NATIONALLY!
Avg. pay $20/hr, S57K/yr, incl. Federal
Benefits, OT. Optional fee-based test
prep materials, not affiliated with the
US Postal Service. 1-866-616-7019.
(AAN CAN)

ro—1 |

.' — .
BUSINESS
SERVICES

White Wicker Bedroom set - $280.00

245 Miscellaneous

ONLINE PHARMACY
Buy Soma, Ultram, Fioricet, Prozac,
Buspar $71.99/90 $107/180
Quantities, PRICE INCLUDES
PRESCRIPTION! Over 200 meds. $25
Coupon Meition Offer: #71A31. 1-888-
661-4957. tripharmacy.net (AAN CAN)

500 Help Wanted

Project Management Office
Consultant

540 Domestic Help
Wanted

Housekeeper Pleas Live-in

(PMO)

Sawmills
From only $2,990 - Convert your
Logs To Valuable Lumber with your
own Norwood portable band sawmill.
Log skidders also available. www.
NorwoodIndustries.com/300N -FREE
Information: 1-800-578-1363 x300-N.
(Cal-SCAN)

CERTIFIED HOME STAGING TRAINING
-$199.00

Cottage Inspired Landscaping - $16.95
HOME DECORATING EBOOKS - $12.00
Jazzy Power Chair - $3500

550 Business

Opportunities

100% Recession Proof!

Do You Earn $800 in a Day? Your
Own Local Vending Route Includes
25 Machines and Candy for $9,995.
MultiVend LLC, 1-888-625-2405.
(Cal-SCAN)

Up to $275K+ First Year
Potential Income. We train. Serious,
Motivated & Driven Only. Not MLM.

Don't Believe it, Don't Call. 1-800-821-
9551. (Cal-SCAN)

Non-stick stove top grill - $20

RED WORMS FOR COMPOSTING -
$25.00

Scrapbooks

Staging A Home With Accessories -
$14.99

fogster.com
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560 Employment

Information

$$SHELP WANTEDSS$S
Earn Extra income assembling CD
cases from Home. CALL OUR LIVE
OPERATORS NOW! 1-800-405-7619 ext.
150 http://www.easywork-greatpay.
com (AAN CAN)

$600 WEEKLY POTENTIALSSS
Helping the Government PT. No
Experience, No Selling.
Call: 1-888-213-5225 Ad Code L-5.
VOID in Maryland and South Dakota.
(AAN CAN)

605 Antiques & Art

Restoration

Antique Furniture
Restoration & Repair
“A Labor Of Love”
925-462-0383

615 Computers
ARE YOU A TECHIE?

Cut your digital cable bill by $49 a
month. Host a slingbox for our market
research. For details, email slingbox-
manager@noof.com (AAN CAN)

News Release?

Cost-efficient service. The California
Press Release Service has 500 cur-
rent daily, weekly and college newspa-
per contacts in California. FREE email
brochure. Call (916) 288-6010. www.
Ca[R"f\)l;niaPressReIeaseService.com (Cal-

HOME
SERVICES

715 Cleaning
Services

Pleasanton, 2 BR/1 BA
Charming house close to downtown,
great schools area,near freeways.
Completely remodeled with new doors
and windows, new cabinets, tile floor
and hardwood floor, jacuzzi bath tub,
new appliances, lovely backyard with
BBQ, bar, fireplace. Washer and dryer
included and many more. For details call
Sorin @(510)432-6294.

809 Shared Housing/

Rooms

ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES.COM.
Browse hundreds of online listings with
photos and maps. Find your roommate
with a click of the mouse! Visit: http://

www.Roommates.com. (AAN CAN)

Andrea’s Cleaning
Trustworthy,Prof.,Reliable,
Affordable.Ref’s avail.
14yrs exp
925-339-2461

Best Cleaning
My housekeeper has opening.
Thorough, reliable, honest. Call for a

Pleasanton, 1 BR/1 BA
Roommate wanted. Pleasanton near
Sportspark off Hopyard,great loca-
tion. Grocery stores, mall, bus and
Bart. 1 bedroom furnished or not. |
am a single male, 3 bedroom home
& garage, includes utilities, Ig back-
yard & hot tub. Male or female. 925-
462-0163, leave message. S850/

recommendation. mo + $500 ref sec deposit.
(925) 736-6800.
751 General 825 Homes/Condos
Contracting for Sale

MAHDevelopment.com
Remodeling/Room Additions/Custom
Homes/Outdoor Kitchens/Sunrooms/
Retractable Screens/Windows/Doors/
Garage Improvements - Calif Licensed
General Contractor (Lic #913049). 20

years experience. Member BBB, NARI &
NKBA. Free estimates!
Call 925-580-1673

757 Handyman/

Repairs
Calhoun Construction
Rick’s Tooltime

759 Hauling

Hauling & Tree Service
Yard & Garage Clean-Up,Dump Runs
Appl & Furn Removal,Tree & Shrub
Trim And Removal
Tree Experts! Low Rates/Free Est
925-899-5655

Danville, 5+ BR/3 BA - $999,000
Livermore, 5+ BR/3.5 BA - $885000

Pleasanton, 5+ BR/4+ BA
$2,995,000

830 Commercial/

Income Property
Office Space
Pleasanton First St. 200sq.ft. full
service,alarm system, internet access
included $325 monthly. 925-699-3117

850 Acreage/Lots/
Storage

20 Acre Ranches - Texas

S0 down! Near Booming El Paso, Texas.
$15,900, $159/month. (10%/225
months) Beautiful Mountain Views. Road
Access. Money Back Guarantee. Owner
Financing. No Credit Checks. 1-800-343-
9444. (Cal-SCAN)

761 Masonry/Brick

BRIAN KELLER CONCRETE/
MASONRY
Concrete,Brick,Block,Stone. Beautiful
Workmanship Licensed
925-846-1193

624 Financial

BURIED IN CREDIT CARD DEBT?
We can save you thousands and lower
your monthly payments. Call Debt Relief
hotline for your free consultation.
1-800-399-3560 (AAN CAN)

CASH FOR GOLD
We buy Gold, Silver, Plat.
Get Cash NOW!
Highest Payouts - Satisfaction
Guaranteed 1-877-548-1550 (AAN CAN)

REAL ESTATE

X/‘\ —
=

645 Office/Home

Business Services

Classified Advertising

in 240 Cal-SCAN newspapers for the best
reach, coverage, and price. 25-words
$550. Reach 6 million Californiansl.
FREE email brochure. Call (916) 288-
6019. www.Cal-SCAN.com (Cal-SCAN)

801 Apartments/

Condos/Studios
Pleasanton, 2 BR/1 BA - $1400/mont
Pleasanton, 2 BR/1 BA - $1300/mont

805 Homes for Rent
Danville, 2 BR/2 BA - $2200/mon.
Dublin, 3 BR/2.5 BA - $2255

Arizona Land

Big Lots. $0 Down, $O Interest. Best
Land, Best Terms Nationwide. Guaranteed
Financing. Starting $129/mth. Total
$14,995. www.sunsiteslandrush.com
Pre-Recorded Message 1-800-631-8164
mention code CALPRESS. (Cal-SCAN)

New Mexico

Buyer's Market. Ranch Dispersal. 140
acres - $89,900. River Access. Northern
New Mexico. Cool 6,000" elevation with
stunning views. Great tree cover includ-
ing Ponderosa, rolling grassland and
rock outcroppings. Abundant wildlife,
great hunting. EZ terms. Call NML&R,
Inc. 1-866-360-5263. (Cal-SCAN)

Warehouse for Rent

Pleasanton  First  Street,1100+ft.
Warehouse/storage/Roll-up door
High ceilings 990 monthly.
(925)699-3117

855 Real Estate
Services

Stop Foreclosure Fast!

We Already Work With Your Current
Lender. We'll Immediately Take Action
For You. Attorneys On Staff, Call NOW!
1-888-714-9437. (Cal-SCAN)

fogster.com



Real Estate

Home s of

eek

| 6911 Corte Barcelona
Pleasanton -
$757,500

il This 4 bedroom, 3 bathroom
1 home features an elegant step
down formal living room and
dining room. Large windows
{ let viewers enjoy the spacious
| backyard with grass and
mature trees. The sunny kitchen
features a center island and
granite tile counter tops. Sold
by Karla Brown of Hometown
GMAC. (925) 200-1909

Existing home sales drop as

buyers await stimulus impact
Would-be purchasers held back in January

by Jeb Bing

Existing-home sales declined in January
with some buyers waiting to see how details
of the economic stimulus package would
affect them, according to the National
Association of Realtors.

At the same time, inventories fell to a two-
year low.

Existing-home sales, including single-
family, townhomes, condominiums and co-
ops, fell 5.3 percent to a seasonally adjust-
ed annual rate of 4.49 million units in
January from a level of 4.74 million units in
December, and are 8.6 percent lower the 4.91
million-unit pace in January 2008.

Lawrence Yun, NAR chief economist, said
there was understandable hesitation by some
homebuyers.

“Given so much stimulus package dis-
cussion in January, some would-be buyers
simply sat out for clarity and certainty on the
nature of housing stimulus,” he said. “The
housing market will soon get a lift from very
favorable buying conditions, not only from
improved affordability, but also from the
stimulus of an $8,000 first-time homebuyer
tax credit, and higher conforming loan lim-
its that will allow more people to tap into
50-year low mortgage rates.”

NAR estimates the impact of the stimulus
package and lower interest rates on the hous-
ing market to be about 900,000 additional
home sales in 2009 compared to conditions
before the stimulus package.

Inventory is expected to fall below an eight-
month supply by the year end, which would
be consistent with home price stabilization.

Total housing inventory at the end of
January fell 2.7 percent to 3.60 million exist-
ing homes available for sale, which represents
a 9.6-month supply at the current sales pace.
Because sales were down, the January supply
is up from a 9.4-month supply in December.

“The drop in total inventory is an encourag-
ing sign because the number of homes on the
market has declined steadily since peaking in
July 2008, and inventory is at the lowest level
in two years,” Yun said. In January 2007 there
were 3.54 million homes for sale.

NAR President Charles McMillan, a broker
with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage in
Dallas-Fort Worth, said foreclosure relief needs

to be fair. “Though President Obama’s foreclo-
sure relief plan is a step in the right direction
with a net positive benefit for the housing mar-
ket, serious issues of moral hazard and fairness
need to be better addressed,” he said.

“The plan should be wider in scope with
equal opportunity for all rather than targeting
specific groups. Responsible homeowners
who have been making payments consistently
on time but do not have traditional refinance
options should also qualify for potential loan
modifications,” McMillan said.

According to Freddie Mac, the national
average commitment rate for a 30-year,
conventional, fixed-rate mortgage fell to a
record low at 5.05 percent in January from
5.29 percent in December; the rate was 5.76
percent in January 2008.

A high prevalence of distressed home
sales, and of those in lower price ranges,
has skewed the median price to be markedly
lower than under normal market conditions.
The national median existing-home price for
all housing types was $170,300 in January,
down 14.8 percent from a year earlier when
the median was $199,800; the median is
where half of the homes sold for more and
half sold for less.

McMillan said we are living in a bifurcated
market divided between distressed sales and
traditional homes.

“It appears that in many instances a buyer
can get a really good deal on a distressed
sale, although that home may require some
significant effort to bring it up to standard,”
he added.

A preliminary analysis by NAR suggests
that non-distressed properties are holding
their value much better.

“Distressed sales activity appears to be
leveling off, although there are wide differ-
ences locally,” he said.

“For example, close to 80 percent of all
sales are either foreclosed properties or short
sales in Santa Ana, Calif., but less than 20
percent in the Chicago region,” Yun said.

About a quarter of all inventory is list-
ed as being distressed, but NAR estimates
that distressed sales, either foreclosed or
those requiring a lender-mediated short sale,
comprised about 45 percent of all sales in
January.

(continued on page 25)

INVESTMENT REAL ESTATE COMPANY

RESIDENTIAL SALES « INCOME PROPERTIES
1031 EXCHANGES « LAND AND DEVELOPMENT

COMING NEXT WEEK COMING NEXT WEEK
306 Neal St., Pleasanton 1062 Hearst, Pleasanton

Amazing opportunity to live in the heart Incredible Kottinger Ranch Home on over
of Downtown. Large single-story home 1/2 acre view lot backing to open space.

on over 20,000 sq. ft. lot with expansion Approx. 3300 sq. ft. with 5br, 2.5ba.

possibilities. Approx. 2300 sq. ft. w/4br, 2.5 Spectacular yard with pool, spa and

ba. Hardwood floors throughout. Sideyard waterfall. Once-in-a-lifetime location.
access. 2 blocks to Main St.!'  $1,146,000 $1,365,000

4128 Pleasanton Ave., Pleasanton
10-year-old downtown home with 2700 sq.
ft. of living space. 4br, 3ba + custom loft
addition. Extensive millwork and built-in
cabinetry. 3 blocks to Main St.! $1,036,000

15 Benjamin Ct., Pleasanton
This large 4br, 2.5ba home is ideally

located just 1 block to Main St.!
Upgraded and just 10 years old.
Approx. $699,000

7003 Stagecoach Rd. #A, Dublin
Convenietly-located, 2br, 2ba, single

story, end unit condo! Move-in ready.
$299,000

4263 Croce Ct., Pleasanton
Move-in ready home with 2,400 sq. ft. of
living space. Large bonus room could be

au-pair/in-law/game room/bedroom.
$689,000

Two Downtown Pleasanton Lots with Approved Plans
Neal Street - Designed by Santa Cruz Architects Thatcher and Thompson

Lot#2 - 11,269 sq. ft. with fully-approved plans for single-story 2300 sg. ft.

Craftsman-style home. Two blocks from Main Street! $799,000

Lot #3 - 9247 sq. ft. with fully-approved plans for 3000 sg. ft. Craftsman-style
home with elevator. Enjoy Main Street fine dining, cafes and shopping! $799,000

925.963.0569 Cell
925.846.0506 Office

MIKE CAREY, Broker

Are you considering a short sale?

Facing a mortgage crisis?

Buying your first home
or REO?

Tired of your home sitting
on the active market?

Let Max’s expertise
work for you.

Call today!
925.525.0116

I am a full time Realtor. | specialize in REOs, short sales and residential
Real Estate in the East Bay. For more information please contact my
website www.maxdevries.com.

Max de Vries
Your Preferred REALTOR®

925.525.0116

max @ schubb.com
CA Real Estate License #01373199
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Market

Pleasanton

place

General Contracting

H‘OHEvDO %

HANDYPERSONS™, INC.

LET OuR Worker Betz Do I For Youl
Commercial/Residential
© Repairs o Installation
o Restoration e Tenant
o Assembly Improvements

Receive $25 off
Service of $250
or more for 1st time
customers

(925) 846-0400

www.HoneyDoHandypersons.com
LIC# 922264

PLEASANTON

WEEKLY

When times are
good, you should
advertise. When
times are bad you

must advertise.

For Market Place
Ads Contact Art

(925) 600-0840 x112

agordillo@pleasantonweekly.com

Landscaping Service
Brickwork ¢ Rockwork
New Sod ¢ Tile Work
Concrete © Painting
Retaining Wall
General Maintence

CALL MARTIN
925-768-4528 » 925-864-4368
FREE ESTIMATES

Complete Maintenance

COMPETITIVE EDGE

Gen Contractor - Molding, Windows
and Doors. Complete Kitchen & Bath
Remodels. Add’ Alterations
Visa & Mastercard Accepted

925-736-4513 ~ #000000

AFFORDABLE HOME REPA

RS

e Carpentry ¢ Electrical ¢
« Drywall Repairs/Texturing ¢
* Tile « Crown Molding *
Prompt and reliable since 1992

925-989-6179 / 510-733-5582

Fresh news delivered
directly to your inbox

@xpress.

This week’s top stories & hot picks

Alamo, Q:A .

Al

888.830.8722

Guaranteed

Lowest Prices

e call is all it takes to b
any new car for the lowest price
in the market. Guaranteed.

— InsideTrack’

& tseeiey wory i Lafy & oot

www.InsideTrackAuto.com

Personal Training

Are YOU ready to
be a GrossHthero?

“FORGING ELITE

(925) 457-4587

www.CrossFitSR.com -

Pet Care/Grooming/Training

Accommodating
Healthy and Special
Needs Pets

Furry Friends

Pet Sitting Services

Trained professional, daily visits,
basic home care, reliable & caring.

Call Monika Harris 417-0424
Registered Veterinary Nurse www.furryfriends.tv

REAL ESTATE

We buy unwanted

or broken gold.
We do party planning, event or appt.
Cannot except plated items.
Call Marie 510.583.1934
Leslie 510.209.1396 or
Penny 510.332.9449
www.Goldenabundance4u.com

Accounting/Bookkeeping

NEED HELP
WITH QUICKBOOKS?
No job too big or too small!!!

Over 23 years/experience
in all aspects of bookkeeping.

Call Linda 925.918.2233

Help Wanted

Fresh news delivered
directly to your inbox

@xpress.

This week’s top stories & hot picks

Computer Help
Tri-Valley PC MEDIC
2007-08 Pleasanton Weekly
"Best Computer Repair"
2006 Diablo Magazine
"Best of the East Bay"
Ken Cook
"I Make House Calls!"
Tune-up/Repair/Upgrade/ Training
More info/rates: www.trivalleypcmedic.com

M-F 8a-8p / Wknds & Hols 9a-6p
Lic #011068 - PCC, PDA & BBB

Call 485-9040 or 989-7722

WEIGHT LOSS

SECRETS...
925-457-4581

FITNESS BOOT CAMP

WWW.CONTRACOSTABOOTCAMP.COM

General Manager of Sales -
wanted F/T by digital LCD/LED
signage co. Must have Bach Deg
w/5 year progressively resp exp.
in sales mgmt. Apply in person
or send resume to: TECWELL,
INC. 314 Stealth Court,
Livermore, CA 94551.

COMPUTER SERVICE
& REPAIR
Chris Hopper Computers
Small Business and Home Users
Day, Evening, & Weekend Appointments

(925) 846-7845
ChrisHopperComputers.com

Mike Fracisco
REALTOR

¥ | Fracisco Realty & Investments
Residential, Commercial

& Property Management
direct: 925-998-8131
www.MikeFracisco.com

Tony
Leavens
REALTOR®

Hometown
GMAC Real

/4
2 Estate

direct: 925-426-3886

cell: 925-487-1427

e-mail: mrtonyleavens@msn.com
www.tonyleavens.com

Lic #050693

PLEASANTON

WEEKLY

Let us help
you get noticed.
Advertise in the

Marketplace

For Market Place
Ads Contact Art

(925) 600-0840 x112
agordillo@pleasantonweekly.com

SUN 1 -4
STUNNING VIEWS

5 BR 5.5 BA Prof designed bckyrd,priv setting,4
car gar/custom upgrades,gated development with

comm pl 925.847.2200

6052 KINGSMILL TER

PLEASANTON
SUN 1-4
$1,598,000

925.847.2200

CASTLEWOOD ABOVE THE TREES!

Beautiful open home! 4 Bedrooms 2.5 Bath. Beau-
tiful view of MT. Diablo! Castlewood Country Club!

21 CASTLEDOWN RD
$1,249,900

SAN RAMON
SUN 1 -4
CHARMING HOME

3 BR 2 BA living/family rms w/vaulted ceilings &
fireplaces, bckyrd ovrlks greenbelt w/cov patio/spa

925.847.2200

4270 CANYON CREST RD W

californiamoves.com

$725,000

925.847.2200

FRI/SAT/SUN 11 - 6 145 COPPER RIDGE RD.
CONDOS/TOWNHOUSES PRICES START IN LOW S$300s

1 & 2 bd condos/2 bd townhouses,vaulted ceil-
ings avail,w/garages,gated,renovated/upgraded

BRENTWOOD

1916 SOFIA WAY
ABSOLUTELY GORGEOUS!

4 BR 2.5 BA wjall the upgrds!Kit w/granite
cntrs,built-in SS appli,bed down,separate formal

liv/din rm 925.847.2200
1203 SILVERTON WAY
BEAUTIFUL HOME

4 BR 3 BA granite cntrs,frplc in living & mstr,3 car
tandem gar,bonus rm. www.RomarProperties.net

925.847.2200

DHEETH HAYWARD

7086 DUBLIN MEADOWS ST., UNIT E

GORGEOUS CONDO

1 BR 1 BA Living Room w/Fireplace.Approx. 805 w/

coLDWeLL
BANKER O

925.847.2200

$420,000
SAT 11 - 4

GREAT STARTER HOME!
2 BR 2 BA Formal model,award winning Forest Park

VIEWS. Washer/Dryer/Fridge/Micro/Dishwasher Stay

FREMONT/ARDENWOOD

34820 DORADO COMMON
$360,000

Elementary, great loc, bright & airy upper end unit

925.847.2200

$369,000 SAT 11 - 4

ARDENWOOD BEAUTY
3 BR 2.5 BA Walk to Forest Park Elementary- Lots

5008 CRANDALWOOD
$600,000

Of Custom Amenities and 1589 SF. 925.847.2200

$299,500

24883 ONEIL AVE
BEAUTIFUL HOME
4 BR 2.5 BA BEAUTIFUL AND 6 YEAR OLD/1841

$350,000

sq.ft.built 2002/2 car attaced garage//HECK OF A

DEAL 925.847.2200

30461 HOYLAKE ST
NICE HOME

3 BR 2 BA very nice home next to park/large back-
yard/very very nice 925.847.2200

LIVERMORE

3300 DYER RD.
PRICE REDUCTION!

587 HAGEMANN DR
GREAT LIVERMORE LOCATION!

$380,000

4 BR 2 BA beautiful pool/yards. Enclosed front

$259,000
925.847.2200

patio w/colored stamped concrete,your own oasis

PLEASANTON

2149 RHEEM DRIVE
A TASTE OF TUSCANY

$475,000

3 BR 2.5 BA 1490sq.ft.,upgrd/rem,granite slab kit/

$1,195,000 925.847.2200

3 BR 2 BA 29.25 acre parcel w/2000+sq.

ft.home,dutch barn w/2 flrs,steel framed shop w/2

rll-up drs 925.847.2200
765 ALDEN LN
HIGHLY UPGRADED

4 BR 3.5 BA aprx.2900 sf,each bedroom priv
bath,kit opens to fam rm.Prof Indscpd bckyrd,built

in bb-q 925.847.2200

bth,bmboo wd flr,mrbl tiled frplc,vaulted ceilings

SAN RAMON

518 KINGSBRIDGE CT

$799,900

925.847.2200

NORRIS CANYON ELEGANCE
5 BR 5.5 BA Menlo Manor w/Canyon Views! Hrdwd
Flrs,Gourmet Kit,Wine frige,Mstr w/Retreat/views

$2,500,000

Estate LLC.
k licensed

Pleasanton 925.847.2200 | 5980 Stoneridge Drive, Ste. 122

well Banker Real Est An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Hous portunity.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

o
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025.484.2045
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MartvE@ MartyShorov.com

REALTORS

www.MartyShorov.com

Visit our websites to view all of our current listings
www.FabulousProperties.net ¢ www.RubyHill.net

T - 1 4156 Grant pleasanton CA
I 3651 E. Ruby Hill Dr., Pleasanton I e

3 CUSTOM FRENCH COUNTRY HOME WITH A
4,200 50Q. FT. ON 1/3+ MANICURED ACRE
4 BEDROOM 3.5 BATHS PLUS LIBRARY OFFICE

HUGE PRICE REDUCTION of $400,000! 7 BR/6.5 BA, 7,673 sq. ft., with guest house
Grecian pool. NEW PRICE $2,800,000—NEED QUICK CLOSE! OPEN SUNDAY 1-4

OPEN SUN 1-4 51,595,000

18 GCI|f Pleasanton CA

4551 50. FT. MEDITERRANEAN CUSTOM
GOLF COURSE LOT AT EASTLEWDGD e
GREAT OPEN FLOOR PLAN, Nlﬂl.'l'!._' PGH

4 BEDROOMS, 4 BATHS

MEDIA ROOM, AU PAIR AREA

-I 3206 Novara Wy., Ruby Hill, Pleasanton

Italian Villa Style home with 4 BR, 3.5 BA, 4,339, 2 BR/2 BA with attached garage. Stylish
sq. fi‘ on 22'8]34215(1. ft lot W(i)‘;%grj“ floor plan, and impeccable! Offered at $442,000
pool, spa & built-in BBQ! fered at $1,799,000 ~

OPEN SUNDAY 1.4 OPEN SUNDAY 1-4

Please refer to the Open Home Guide and our websites for all of our open homes this Sunday.

Fran & Dave Donna Debby Susan
Cunningham Garrison Johnson-Abarta Schall
925-202-6898 925-397-4165 925-989-6844 925-397-4244

In these difficult economic times,
it's more important than ever
to choose the right REALTOR®.

Contact This Mother/Daughter
Team for More Information about
these great properties, Pleasanton

or Tri-Valley real estate.

JUST LISTED AVAILABLE

Open Sunday 1-4pm

You can trust Phyllis and Carolyn...

417 Sycamore Road Pleasanton CA 227 Birch Creek Dr Pleasanton CA
Beautiful French Country Manor in a private Experience contempaorary living within walking distance Th will impress u with their experience
country setting. From the imported of historical downtown Pleasanton, This highly upgraded, ey c FJ' W . P 4 ‘
antique Erench gate to the charming decor, this nearly new 1853 square foot townhome features 3 bedrooms professionalism, integrity and enthusiasm.
home has so much character and appeall 2.5 bath plus a large downstairs bonus room and attached 2
I ith ! @r garage, 5o mamy upgrades incduding hand scraped walmut . &
Excellent floorplan with a downstairs Master P th oot Ak m i s i ol biie Serving Pleasanton and the Tri-Valley

Suite, total of 5 bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths in over Ty e for only for over 30 Years!

3,600 square feet. A .
$1.348.000 $569.950

brriorurtion Desemed Redabie ot NOT Ciaramesd

P PHYLLI
. Dok /. J AND
i C/A R O/ YN
W E I'N E R

www.PhyllisandCarolyn.com
15.8/2.1416

REALTORS
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THE EAST BAY’S PREMIER
REAL ESTATE COMPANY.

.

OPEN SUNDAY 2-5 ]

DANVILLE
4407 FLEETWOOD RD $939,000
Gated comm in Bettencourt Ranch w/approx
3400 sqft + 3 car gar. Gour kit w/granite slab,
SS appl, hardwd flrs & 1 bdrm 1 ba downstr.
Huge mstr ste w/retreat + F/P.

CATHY DEAN 925.200.4130

PLEASANTON
2558 SECRETARIAT DR COMING SOON
Warm and inviting home, on a quiet street.
Recently updated baths3bed/2bath, fireplace,
1421 sq ft living space, on a 4752 sq ft lot,
attached 2 car garage.

STACI ARMARIO 925.251.2526

OPEN SAT & SUN 1-4PM

LIVERMORE
635 TRAVISO CIR $878,000
South Livermore Beauty in Perfect Condition.
6 Beds, 5.5 Baths and over 4000+ sq ft. Spiral
Staircase, Slate Floors, SS Appliances and
much more!

COREY GREEN 925.899.6011

DANVILLE
166 BLACKSTONE DRIVE $799,950
Fabulous Home in Tassajara Ranch Loaded with
Upgrades! 4 Bedrooms + Spectacular Bonus Room
Addition with Upgraded Neutral Carpet, 2.5 Baths,
approx. 2,228 SQFT. Community Jr. Olympic & Tot Pools
& Clubhouse only $60 a month.

KELLY PATTERSON 925.200.2525

www.RubyHillLiving.com

PLEASANTON
2156 CANOSA CT $2,799,000
Experience vineyard living in this gorgeous
Mediterranean home. Premium cul-de-sac location with
expansive city views from the front and hills in the back.
Grand marble foyer with wrought iron stairway. Enjoy
the privacy of pool-sized yard with covered patio nest}ed

among sloping hills
ANJU BHATIA 925.577.2658

www.PhyllisandCarolyn.com

PLEASANTON
417 SYGAMORE ROAD CALL FOR PRICE

Beautiful French Country Manor in a charming private
country setting. From the imported antique French
gate to the charming decor, this home has so much
character and appeal! Excellent floor plan with a down-
stairs Master Suite, total of 5 bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths in

over 3600 square feet.
PHYLLIS WEINER 925.872.1416

PLEASANTON
2022 ALEXANDER CT $429,000

Chic updated duet-like townhome in super location!
New paint, newer windows & A/C, Kit has granite
counter/backsplash & tile floors. Crisp and clean with
lots of light, soaring ceilings. Don’t miss the amazingly
huge back yard w/ large patio & deck! If you are look-
ing for a great buy, this is it!

DIANE SASS 925.462.2068

Open Sun 1-4PM

|

PLEASANTON

18 GOLF RD $1,595,000
Come Join the Fun At Castlewood. Custom
Home, Fabulous Views, on 2 fairway of hill
course. Upgraded/Remodeled/Mediterranean.
Great Floor Plan/in-law, Au pair quarters.
Media Room.

MARTY SBOROV 925.484.2045

Open Sun 1:30-4PM
- . T

. ¢

4 i“‘.['."'.-': 4

DUBLIN
7157 HANSEN DRIVE $589,000
Approximately 2,200 square feet of living space
on a large corner lot, 4 bedrooms, 3 full baths,
updated kitchen, easy freeway access and a
short drive to BART.

SUSETTE CLARK-WALKER 925.251.2547

www.TonniChandler.com

PLEASANTON
6045 ACADIA CT $562,425
Great value! 3 bedrooms, 2 bath single family home in
Pleasanton. Beautifully maintained! Updated kitchen,
newer carpet, paint and much more! Additional bonus
room great for family entertaining! Lovingly main-
tained yards with blooms year round!

TONNI CHANDLER 925.788.7788

Wine Country Unique Opportunity
15 =

S ’ﬁ

LIVERMORE

0 HANSEN ROAD $1,499,000
Under the South Livermore Valley Specific Plan this site
is designated for a“Wine Country Retail”. Conceptual
drawings for 25,000 SF conservatory/retail/event center
are available. Owners interested in joint- venture or
partnership Carry-back possible. Seller RE agt.

THOMAS BRAMELL 925.583.2180

PLEASANTON
4156 GRANT CALL FOR PRICE
Custom French Country Home with Amazing
Views 4,200 sq. ft. on 1/3+ Manicured Acre. 4
Bedroom 3.5 Baths plus Library Office.
MARTY SBOROV 925.484.2045

www.KellyPatterson.com

PLEASANTON

2274 VIA ESPADA $774,950
Fabulous Home in Del Prado Loaded with Upgrades
! 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, approx. 2124 SQFT. E};{cellen’(
Location, Great Schools, ]:Pasy Freeway Access. Enjoy
being close to Downtown Pleasanton, the Sports Park,
Hansen Park and the Fairgrounds. OPEN HOUSE this
Sunday 1:00pm-4:00pm

KELLY PATTERSON 925.200.2525

Great Price Reduction

PLEASANTON

862 SUMMIT CREEK LANE $1,439,900

Great price reduction! Gorgeous Bridle Creek

ﬁroperty, 3300+/-sf “one story” Greenbriar

ome, 5bd, 4ba, 3-car garage on 15,000sf level

view lot. Many, many upgrades. Visit www.
billshanley.com for virtual tour/slide show.

BILL SHANLEY 925.200.0426

SAN RAMON
771 PRADERA WAY $765,000
3 bedrooms, plus loft which could be converted into 4th
bedroom,21/2 baths, indoor laundry. Brazilian hardware
flooring downstairs, stairs and upstairs hall way. Granite
countertops, designer paint, fully landscaped backyard
with pavers. Stunning slate tile porch/ walkway.

PENNY CHRISTENSEN 925.730.5262

Ll |
PLEASANTON
227 BIRCH CREEK DR $569,950

Experience contemporary living within walking distance of his-
torical downtown Pleasanton. This highly upgraded, nearly new
1853 square foot townhome features 3 bedrooms 2.5 plus a large
downstairs bonus room and attached 2 car garages. So many
upgrades including hand scraped walnut hardwood floors, granite
counters, maple cabinets... so much more for only $569,950!

PHYLLIS WEINER 925.872.1416

Blackhawk Blackhawk West Danville

4105 Blackhawk Plaza Cir. 3880 Blackhawk Rd. 15 Railroad Ave.
Danville, CA 94506 Danville, CA 94506
925.648.5300 925.736.6000

Lafayette Livermore Orinda
3799 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Ste. 100 1983 Second Street
Danville, CA 94526 Lafayette, CA 94549
925.855.4000 925.253.7001

Pleasanton Walnut Creek

89 Davis Rd., Ste. 100 5075 Hopyard Rd., #110 100 N. Main St.
Livermore, CA 94550 Orinda, CA 94563 Pleasanton, CA 94588 Walnut Creek, CA 94596
925.667.2100 925.253.7000 925.251.2500 925.280.8500

www.rockcliff.com
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Real Estate

Stimulus

(continued from page 21)

“Homebuyers are evidently competing for
homes with deep discounts,” he said.

Yun said it will take a while for the stimu-
lus to show in housing data. From the time
a buyer starts looking for a home until it is
reported as a closed sale can take as long as
five months: a median of 10 weeks to search
and make an offer, about six weeks to close
the transaction and up to four weeks to col-
lect and report the data.

“This means improvement from the eco-
nomic stimulus isn’t likely to show as closed
home sales before summer, although we may
see an earlier lift from lower mortgage inter-
est rates,” he said.

Significant local market variations continue.

“A majority of markets experienced sales
declines of more than 20 percent from a
year ago, but some markets appeared to
have reached the tipping point of accelerat-
ing home buying,” Yun said. “For example,
home sales in Las Vegas have more than
doubled with some reports of multiple bids.”

Single-family home sales fell 4.7 percent to
a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 4.05 mil-
lion in January from a pace of 4.25 million in
December, and are 7.1 percent less than a 4.36
million-unit level in January 2008.

The median existing single-family home

price was $169,900 in January, which is 13.8
percent below a year ago.

Existing condominium and co-op sales
dropped 10.2 percent to a seasonally adjusted
annual rate of 440,000 units in January from
490,000 units in December, and are 20.3
percent lower than the 552,000-unit level a
year ago. The median existing condo price
was $174,400 in January, down 20.6 percent
from January 2008.

Regionally, existing-home sales in the
Northeast dropped 14.7 percent to an annual
pace of 640,000 in January, and are 23.8 per-
cent lower than January 2008. The median
price in the Northeast was $228,200, down
14.7 percent from a year ago.

Existing-home sales in the Midwest fell
5.7 percent in January to a level of 1.00
million and are 16.7 percent below a year
ago. The median price in the Midwest was
$138,100, which is 6.8 percent lower than
January 2008.

In the South, existing-home sales declined
5.7 percent to an annual pace of 1.64 mil-
lion in January, and are 15.9 percent below
January 2008. The median price in the South
was $152,100, down 7.4 percent from a year
earlier.

Existing-home sales in the West were
unchanged at an annual rate of 1.20 million
in January and are 29.0 percent stronger than
a year ago. The median price in the West
was $220,000, which is 25.5 percent below
January 2008. =

16 Hermosa $2,100,000
Sat/Sun 1-5 Prudential CA Realty 577-4911
4 Bedrooms

7157 Hansen Drive $589,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 J Rockcliff Realtors 251-2547
306 Clarke Avenue $369,000
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 1-4
620 Anna Maria $469,000
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 621-4064
730 Geraldine Street $525,000
Sun 1-4 J Rockcliff Realtors 583-2166
5 Bedrooms

2318 Peregrine Street $790,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Remax Accord 640-8824
6 Bedrooms

635 Traviso Circle $878,000
Sat/Sun 1-4  J Rockcliff Realtors 899-6011
7880 Canyon Meadows Dr. #E $264,950

Sun 12-3 Hometown GMAC 200-2457
2130 Alexander Way $442,000
Sun 1-4

Keller Williams Tri-Valley Realty 397-4244
18 Golf Road $1,595,000
Sun 1-4 J Rockcliff Realtors 484-2045
4040 Jensen $529,000
Sun 2-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 398-6706
7748 Creekside Drive $529,999
Sun 1-4 Hometown GMAC 989-5695
2860 El Capitan Drive $549,500
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 846-6500

6045 Acacia $562,425
Sun 1-4 J Rockcliff Realtors 788-7788
6038 Corte Encinas $639,000
Sun 1-4 Prudential CA Realty 858-4198
4 Bedrooms

1139 Mataro Court $1,029,900
Sun 1-4 Remax Accord 918-3395
265 Kottinger Drive $1,090,000
Sat/Sun 1-4:30Realty Station Inc. 876-1961
532 Rosso Ct $1,099,000
Sun 1-4

Keller Williams Tri-Valley Realty 202-6298
1608 Cindy Way $1,229,000
Sat/Sun 12-5 Alain Pinel Realtors 785-7777
1624 Cindy Way $1,329,000
Sat/Sun 12-5 Alain Pinel Realtors 785-7777
1640 Cindy Way $1,349,000
Sat/Sun 12-5 Alain Pinel Realtors 785-7777
836 Piemonte Drive $1,699,000
Sun 1-4

Keller Williams Tri-Valley Realty 980-0273
3206 Novara Way $1,799,000
Sat/Sun 1-4

Keller Williams Tri-Valley Realty 980-0273
1766 Orchard Way $699,000
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 519-9080
2274 Via Espada $774,950
Sun 1-4 J Rockcliff Realtors 200-2525
2586 Skimmer Court $875,000
Sun 1-4 Alain Plnel Realtors 462-7653
1368 Royal Creek Court $1,238,888
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams Realty ~ 260-2508
3776 Newton Way $1,399,000

Sat 2-5/Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 785-7777

1632 Cindy Way $1,449,000
Sat/Sun 12-5 Alain Pinel Realtors 785-7777
1436 Irongate Court $1,485,000
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 519-9080
2215 Martin Avenue $1,675,000
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 519-9080
3651 E. Ruby Hill Drive $2,800,000

Sun 1-4  Keller Williams Tri-Valley Realty 397-4244

5179 Muirwood Drive $929,000
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 785-7777
10033 Santa Rosa $629,000

Sat/Sun 1-4 Prudential California Reality 249-0301

Emily Barraclough and

Peter McDowell
925.362.2018-Direct ~ www.925hometeam.com

P.mcdowell@cbnorcal.com~Emily.b@cbnorcal.com

@T\cierge Real Estate

[OPEN THE DOOR TO FULL SERVICE

3552 Vine Street, Pleasanton
Gorgeous custom home with a wrap around front porch on a large lot close
to historic downtown with upgrades galore! 4 bedrooms, 3 baths. Approx.
2780 sg. ft. of comfortable living space with a great room and an amazing
kitchen. 2-car attached garage PLUS a 1200 +/- sq. ft. workshop/garage.
Fabulous beach entrance pool and spa. $1,275,000

4332 2nd Street, Pleasanton
Absolutely charming remodeled bungalow
% .. = justone block from historic downtown.
Gorgeous hardwood floors, crown molding,
granite and many custom details through-
out. Double French doors open to an ex-
pansive rear yard. Walk-in basement for
== storage or wine cellar. $989,000

PONDEROSA’S EXCLUSIVE ENCLAVE
IN PLEASANTON

RESIDENCES

AT IRONWOOD

ONLY SEVEN HOMES AVAILABLE
UP TO 4,671 SQ. FT.

UP TO HALF-ACRE LOTS

FROM $1.4 MILLION

Ponderosa Homes reserves the right at its sole discretion to make changes or modifications to prices, floor plans, feat
color schemes, policies, guidelines, dates, literature, maps, material, homesites released and plans designated on eacs
obligation. Model does not reflect racial preference. Ponderosa Homes is a licensed California real estate broker, license #01257567 REALTOR® 2/09

site without notice or
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REALTO

680H0mes.com Featured Properties

Doug Buenz

Office
925.251.11M1
Direct
925.463.2000

680Homes.com

Bridle Creek Area. 5 BR + Office, 5% BTH,

gourmet granite/cherry/stainless kitchen, .47

Fabulous 1 story with 4 BR + bonus room, Fabulous Country Fair home with granite &
3Y2 BTH, 1/3 acre lot with pool & spa, custom
outdoor kitchen, over $300k in upgrades!

$1,399,000 3776 Newton Way

cherry kitchen, hardwood floors, 3 fireplaces,

acre lot, luxurious master suite, & more!

$1,729,000

and private almost % acre lot w/ pool & spa.

$1,199,900

OPEN SUN 1-4

Expert real estate services

The latest from The 680 Blog

Three Words to Stop Foreclosure

An interesting strategy is making the rounds affecting
homeowners who are in the process of having their
home foreclosed on. Apparently using just three words
can make a huge difference. No, the three words are
not “this really sucks”. They are “produce the note”.
Some homeowners have apparently had success stalling
the foreclosure process, or even having the foreclosure
stopped by demanding that the lender produce the
original note that is the basis of the action.

The reason is simple. Most loans originated in the
past few years have been bundled into securities,
and sold >>Go to www.680Homes.com to read
the rest of this article.

Elegant 4 BR + office & bonus room, 42 BTH
home with 3 fireplaces, granite & stainless kitchen,

West Side Pleasanton! 5BR, 3 BTH, 3 car garage,
large private .23 acre lot, granite & stainless
kitchen, and more!

$929,000

BR plus loft, 3% BTH, new construction, flat
10,000 sq ft lot, hardwood, granite, & more!

$1,329,000 1624 Cindy Way

resort-like private yard w/ pool and waterfall!

$1,749,500 5179 Muirwood Drive

Upgrades galore! Fabulous home with 4 BR +

Stunning Mediterranean with 5 BR + office,

loft, 3¥2 BTH, 3 car garage, almost % acre lot, on private .20 acre lot backs to open space with

trails! A steal at this price!

$559,000

4% BTH, gourmet granite & maple kitchen, 3
& more!

$1,349,000

fireplaces, and large private .92 acre creekside lot!

$1,595,000 1640 Cindy Way

Go to 680Homes.com for more information on these homes and other properties.

San Ramon — Lovely five bedroom, three bathroom home
located on a deep 1/3 acre cul-de-sac lot that’s perfect for

Livermore — An adorable four bedroom, two bathroom
home with approximately 1573 square feet of living space.

Livermore — Great Two Story Home at a Great Price! Very
spacious five bedroom, three bathroom home with almost

Tracy — Beautiful Home in Excellent Condition! Pride of
ownership shows in this lovely four bedroom, three bathroom

home with a nice living room, family room and dining area.
The kitchen has newer appliances. Located on a corner lot,
this home has manicured yards, a spa, patio and patio cover.
This is a great opportunity to purchase a single family home
at a fantastic price!

1020 Vallerand Road $199,000

rd, pebble tech pool,
trail to the park and Mohr el

3707 Mohr Avenue $1, 449 950

|

Prudential
California Flealty

o

Ruby Hill Division - 101 E.Vineyard Ave., Suite 103, Livermore, CA 94550

Many nice features including new carpet in the Family
Room, Wilsonart flooring, tile accents, and decorator paint.
The bathrooms have been upgraded and there’s dual pane
windows and crown molding. You won’t want to miss the

large rear deck and will appreciate the trees offering privacy.

559 Oriole Avenue $439,000

Pleasanton — Absolutely gorgeous, s
ate located in Ruby Hill. The fou

nite counter lnpx top 01 the line
» much more.

3906 Vierra Street $2,299,000

e
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2700 square feet of living space. You'll love the family room
and large, open kitchen with Hardwood floors and Maple
cabinets. Great backyard with a pool and spa, with a remov-

able safety fence, plus a grassy area for play. You'll definitely

want to come by and take a look!

5743 Edelweiss Way $675,000

location, this p
five full
and an o

1916 Ticino Court

lI "

roximately 8,600 sq ft

$3,750,000

backyard play. Updated throughout, including a remodeled
kitchen featuring maple cabinets and granite counters. Addi-
tional features included remodeled baths, raised panel doors,
newer carpet, crown molding, dual pane windows, and newer
A/C. Move in condition!

124 Marsh Place $799,000

[eet and an approxi-
ppointed!

$3,999,000

1025.417.2250



BLAISE
LOFLAND

GREY EAGLE

PLEASANTON HEIGHTS
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ALAIN PINEL
apr.com

COMING SOON

P 5 :
8 GREY EAGLE COURT, PLEASANTON
Experience breathtaking panoramic views from every room of this secluded
hilltop home, located in the gated community of Grey Eagle. This beautiful
immaculate private estate (.60 acre lot), features professionally landscaped
manicured grounds, backing to open land. This custom home has approxi-
mately 4,058 sq. ft. of living space w/ 5 bd + bonus room/office (5%) w/ pri-
vate entrance. Gourmet kitchen includes granite, custom cabinetry & stainless
steel appliances. Custom wine room w/ temperature controlled storage option.
This mainly one story home is open & bright with 2 large skylights. The very
private rear grounds are great for entertaining with in-ground swimming pool,
clevated spa, and waterfall. Extensive patio area includes built-in natural gas

BBQ. Three car garage w/ 4h car option. OFFERED AT $1,649,000

SHADOW CLIFF

OPEN SUN 1-4

w

F g

m

2860 EL CAPITAN DRIVE, PLEASANTON
Check out this updated single story home with three bedrooms, two
baths, and approximately 1,140 square feet. Great starter home or
investment property! Excellent condition! Lots of additional features
including, new interior paint, new carpet and blinds throughout.
Wilsonart wood flooring. New kitchen appliances. Central heat/air.
Tile Roof. Private rear yard. Neighborhood park.
OFFERED AT $549,500

SILVER OAKS ESTATES

857 (UPPER) ABBIE STREET, PLEASANTON
Private upgraded custom single story home on the crest of a hill with
floor to ceiling windows to take in panoramic views of Pleasanton Ridge,
oak studded hills and gorgeous sunsets. You are secluded yet in the heart
of Pleasanton. Walk to Main Street and enjoy downtown Pleasanton.
Large private grounds (16,308 sq. ft.) with exceptional views, guest unit/
cabana, large patio areas with spa, and sitting/viewing deck for relaxing or
entertaining! Save money in your solar powered home. 4 bd, downstairs
bonus room (5" bd option). Approx. 3,437 sq. ft. including separate
guest unit/cabana. Option to expand lower level within existing house

footprint! Don’t miss itt OFFERED AT $1,295,000

925.846.6500

www.blaiselofland.com
blaise@blaiselofland.com

VENTANA HILLS

Brand new single level custom home. This premium .45 acre lot

is surrounded by Oak studded open space. At the gateway to the
Wine Country. Panoramic views of Mt. Diablo/the Valley. 4 bd/4.5
ba, formal office, plus/bonus room. Approx. 4,716 sq ft. Lg gour-
met kitchen with granite slab/stainless steel appliances. Lg master
suite with fireplace. Hardwood and marble flooring. Photovoltaic
(5 kw) solar system. Professionally landscaped front yard.
OFFERED AT $1,899,000

1161 HOPKINS WAY, PLEASANTON
Beautiful Carmel Model in desirable Ventana Hills. Four bedrooms
(4th bonus room), 3.5 Baths. approximately 3000 square feet. Premi-
um location. Walk to neighborhood park and downtown! Downstairs
master suite, extensive hardwood flooring, new carpet, plantation
shutters, new exterior paint. Professionally landscaped.

OFFERED AT $1,049,000

Swver Gty Eotates

— Premium Level Lots
— Wine Country Location

— Expansive Views

— Build Your Dream Home

3752 TRENERY DRIVE, PLEASANTON
Gorgeous Mediterranean custom home on premium +/- one acre es-
tate lot. Private secluded location. This home has approximately 8,402
square feet (6,141 on main level), seven bedrooms plus private office,
and seven and a half bathrooms. Expansive gourmet kitchen. Antique
marble, and Brazilian cherry hardwood floors. Extremely private rear
grounds—great for entertaining with in-ground swimming pool. Ex-
pansive lawn area and beautiful mature landscaping. Circular driveway
and oversized four plus car garage. Conveniently located in town near
services, activities, and walking distance to desirable Mohr Elementary!

OFFERED AT $3,795,000

OLDE TOWNE

e e == " :
673 ABBIE STREET, PLEASANTON

Premium secluded location in desirable Olde Towne on .30 acre
lot. Walk to Downtown Pleasanton! Professionally landscaped,
private rear yard with refinished decks and your own personal
vineyard! Three bedrooms, two and a half baths. Approximately
2,000 square feet. Hardwood flooring. Newer roof. Three car
garage. Excellent condition!

OFFERED AT $899,500

PLEASANTON VALLEY (BIRDLAND)

SOLD 1

5058 BLACKBIRD WAY, PLEASANTON
Highly upgraded customized home in the heart of Birdland. New
remodeled gourmet kitchen with granite countertops, hardwood
flooring, and appliances. Five bedrooms, two and a half bathrooms.
Approximately 2,745 square feet. Extensive new interior paint. Tile
roof. Professionally landscaped, private rear yard with mature trees.
Super location! Walking distance to all levels of school, neighbor-

hood park, and aquatic center. Many upgrades... must see!
OFFERED AT $899,500

HOME STYLE| PRICE

Single Story | $599,000

Two Story $599,000

Two Story SOLD!

Single Story | $599,000

For more information, visit www.SilverOaksEstates.com

PLEASANTON 900 Main Street
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Thinking of selling your home?
Let Alain Pinel Realtors list your property.
We have qualified buyers. Contact us today.

A
A ==

ALAIN PINEL

REALTORS

SUSIE STEELE BY APPOINTMENT

PLEASANTON $2,489,000
Gorgeous 5bd/3 full/2 half bathrooms, bonus
room, 5200+/-sf custom home in Golden
Eagle Estates with stunning views on over
1 acre with a pool! With every upgrade you
could imagine. This is truly a find!

DOUG BUENZ BY APPOINTMENT

DOUG BUENZ BY APPOINTM

MOXLEY TEAM  OPEN SUN 1:30-4:30

PLEASANTON $1,729,000
Bridle Creek Area, 5BR + Office, 5 2 BTH
Gourmet granite/cherry/stainless steel
kitchen, .47 acre lot. Luxurious master
suite & more...

PLEASANTON $1,595,000
Exquisite stately home with 5 bedrooms
plus office, 4 1/2 baths, featuring a dra-
matic foyer with curved staircase and
elegant formal living room.

PLEASANTON $1,485,000
Ironwood Estates 2 story, 5bd/4.5ba, Nestled
within a court , close to community pool.
Spacious kitchen with breakfast bar, opens
to family room, one bd downstairs w/bonus
room upstairs, 4 car gar. 1436 Irongate Ct

DOUG BUENZ  OPEN SAT & SUN 12-5

PLEASANTON $1,449,000
Over $100,000 in builder upgrades! Brand
new home w/ 4 bd + loft, 3 2 ba, custom
upgrades and designer touches throughout!
Unique “OldTown” traditional styling w/ front
& rear covered porches. 1632 Cindy Wy

TIMOTHY MCGUIRE

PLEASANTON $1,250,000
Custom Home built in 1971 4bd/3.5ba,
3304+/- sf home on 1.72+/- wooded acres
Newer Granite kitchen, hardwood floors,
in-law/au-pair quarters.

DOUG BUENZ BY APPOINTMENT

PLEASANTON $1,199,900
Upgraded 5 BD 3 BTH home in origi-
nal Country Fair with huge 1/4 acre lot
with pool, spa and hardwood floors and
more...

ANDY PORYES BY APPOINTMENT

PLEASANTON $1,189,000
New Price. Luxury 5 year old home offers
3265+/-sf with 5 bedrooms, 4 baths, pool/
waterfalls, outdoor kitchen, high ceilings/
lots of light. Pictures at: www.W-Lagoon.
com

KELLY KING OPEN SAT 1:30-4:30

FREMONT $939,000
3bd/2ba 1450+/-sf of spacious living.
Gorgeous kitchen with granite slab
counters, new cabinets and applianc-
es, remodeled baths, and more! 41538
Higgins Way

TIMOTHY MCGUIRE OPEN SUN 1-4

PLEASANTON $875,000
4bd/2.5ba, 2164+/-sf home on a court.
Remodeled custom kitchen with gran-
ite, maple wood floors, updated baths.
9000+/-sf lot with pool. 2586 Skimmer
Court

PLEASANTON $679,900
3bd 2ba 1815+/-sf home on a court one
block from the sports park. New Island
Kitchen with Quartz counters, maple
cabinets.

PLEASANTON $549,500
Updated single story. 3bd/2ba +/-1,140
sq ft. Excellent condition! New interior
paint, new carpet/blinds. New applianc-
es. Central heat/air. Tile Roof. 2860 El
Capitan Drive

PLEASANTON ,000
Updated 3/1 in Jensen Track. Hardwood
floors, granite counters, new cabinets in
kitchen, must see! 4040 Jensen Street

OPEN SUN 1:30-4:30

GINA HUGGINS

LIVERMORE $424,000
Very cute 4bd/2ba Sunset West home.
Has extra large master suite/dual pane
windows and newer carpeting. Close to
downtown and schools. 984 Via Granada

PLEASANTON | 900 Main Street 925.251.1111

STASIA POIESZ OPEN SUN 1-4

JEFF RUDOLFF BY APPOINTMENT

LIVERMORE $369,000
Beautiful 3bd/2ba home. Has newer kitch-
en/roof/dual pane windows and large
back yard. Not a short sale or REO. 306
Clarke Ave

SAN RAMON $349,950
Beautifully upgraded 3bd/1.5ba, has
newer kitchen granite counters/maple
cabinets/ crown molding/dual pane win-
dows/hdwd flooring and much more.

LIVERMORE | 2300 First Street 925.583.1111 =]




