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With over 45 years of combined
experience in financial services and
asset management, Summit Financial
Group Advisors Don Ledoux, Steve
Wilcox, Vanessa Staley and Nathan
Bennett specialize in retirement
strategies, wealth management and
estate planning for families and
business owners.

Retirement Planning Classes

Town of Danville
February 19th, 26th & March 5th

City of Pleasanton
March 4th, 11th & 18th

For more information,
please call 866-7800 or visit
www.summitfingroup.com

Comprehensive Financial Services
2010 Crow Canyon Place, Suite 120
San Ramon, CA 94583 « www.summitfingroup.com

925-866-7800

Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through Securian Financial Services Inc. Securities Dealer, member FINRA/SIPC.
Summit Financial Group LLC is independently owned and operated. TR#42633 DOFU 01/2009

<Gk w SADDLE AUCTIgy

After 25 Years in Business!!
Family 1llness Forces Liquidation

Due to family illness - Murphy Auctioneers has been
asked to sell at public auction a complete inventory
of western saddles and horse equipment from
Rocky Mountain saddle shop. This is a great business
., liquidating a very nice collection of high end and top
quality saddlery. Including over 60 top quality saddles
- Billy Cook, SimCo, Big W, Texas Saddlery, Saddle
King, Silver Royal, King, Outback, Wintec, and more!
Saddles from 12” to 18” in seat size. Over 100
Wolf Creek and Yucca Flat wool saddle blankets,
and Equip-Sport memory core saddle pads. Winter
blankets: Canvas and StormBuster. Leather goods
of all kinds, over 100 brindles by Billy Cook, Billy
Martin, Silver Royal, McPherson, and others! Nylon
and leather halters, lots of nice roping breast
collars, Cowboy Up bridle and breast collar show
sets, over 40 silver bits and spurs. This auction has
about 400 lots making it impossible to list every item.
Lots and lots of new and used, plus many unique and
1 of a kind items! This is a very complete inventory.

To be sold to the highest bidder, piece by piece.

YOU BID, YOU SET THE PRICE!
Buy one piece or a Truckload

Wednesday, Feb. 4th 7pm

Viewing starts at 6pm

Elks Lodge #2117

940 Larkspur Dr.; Livermore, CA 94551
Auctioneer. Shaun Murphy - ph:(541))592-6292
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Terms of sale: CA$H, ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS, ATM & DEBIT, SORRY NO CHECKS

in the old Kottinger Barn
200 Ray St. Pleasanton 925-600-0460

BAN

KHEAD

THEATER

2400 First Street | Downtown Livermore

Winter Landscape,
Summer Romance

Livermore-Amador Symphony

Guys and Dolls

Formed by mandolin player
Chris Thile of Nickel Creek fame,
the Punch Brothers serve up
bluegrass with modern classical
composition. These prodigiously
gifted band-mates perform to
sold-out audiences across the
U.S. playing selections from
their latest album, Punch.

Feb 15 = 8pm
$55/$40/$35/$30/$12 students

The Symphony continues its bicentennial tribute

to Felix Mendelssohn with his incidental music
written for Shakespeare’s “A Midsummer Night's
Dream.” American-born composer Howard Hanson,
was influenced by the music of Jean Sibelius. The
Nordic symphony, composed in 1923, reflects his
impressions of his Swedish heritage. LAS hosts

the Competition for Young Musicians in the fall of
every year. Winners of the 36th Competition, Annie
Sandholtz on violin and Bronwyn Hagerty on cello,
will perform with the symphony.

Feb 14 = 8pm $28/$24/$20/$18/$8 students
Tri-Valley Repertory Theatre

Jan 30 - Feb 8 = 2/8pm $36/$34/$26

Punch Brothers
Top Shelf Acoustic Quintet

Tango Fire

Buenos Aires’ Electrifying Tango Company
Featuring a quintet of brilliant young musicians,
ten torrid dancers and one of Argentina’s finest
singers, Tango Fire traces the history of Tango,
from its origins in the red light district of Buenos
Aires to the glamour of the Roaring Twenties,

and its evolution to the world of contemporary
ballroom, accompanied by the music of Astor
Piazzolla and many others.

Feb 18 = 8pm $55/$40/$35/$30/$12 students

Schubert & Stravinsky | The Vagina Monologues | Livermore’s Got Talent
Pacific Chamber Performance Benefits Winners Take Home
Symphony Tri-Valley Haven $2500
Feb 19 = 8pm Feb 27 & Mar 6,7 = 2/8pm Feb 28 = 7pm
$38/$32/$26/$7 $41/$31/$26 $125/$45/$25




by Jeb Bing

Around

Pleasanton

What Dr. King might
have said today

The Tri-Valley YMCA tradi-
tionally holds it community-
wide breakfast honoring the
late Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. a
week after the national holiday so
that more people will come. This
year, last Monday’s ninth annual
breakfast was even timelier, coming
just six days after Barack Obama
was sworn in as president and with
a top Kaiser Permanente executive
to talk about it. Bernard Tyson, who
as chief operating officer and also
executive vice president for health
plan and hospital operations for the
Kaiser Foundation Health Plan and
Hospitals is also the organization’s
senior African-American officer.
He was active early on in Obama’s
presidential campaign. He saw
Obama speak at the Democratic
National Convention in 2004 and
heard MSNBC commentator Chris
Matthews talk about how the
Illinois politician just might become
America’s first black president.

The possibility spurred Tyson
to become involved in that effort,
working the California circuit when
he could to help the candidate. Up
to then, Tyson told us, he never
doubted that an African-American
could one day become president,
but thought that wouldn’t happen
in his lifetime. He saw generational
changes taking place with his own
children growing up colorblind,
inviting friends of all colors and
nationalities to their home. For
sure times were changing, Tyson
added, only much faster than he
had predicted.

Tyson saw the change even more
dramatically during his week in
Washington, D.C. for the inaugura-
tion festivities. With front section
seats at various programs and the
swearing-in ceremony as well, “this
was truly unbelievable,” he said. At
a concert at the Lincoln Memorial,
he was only a few rows down from
Obama, although he joked that it
was also a bit uncomfortable with
six plain-clothed sharpshooters also
facing him.

His special seats for the inaugura-

tion were in a section that 250,000
others shared, but given the shoul-
der-to-shoulder standing crowd of 2
million behind them, Tyson felt hon-
ored at being so close. It was indeed
a festive gathering with strangers
hugging, kissing, crying and scream-
ing, Tyson said. Then, all at once
as Obama went to the rostrum to
receive the oath of office, there was
absolute silence. Two million people
stood in complete silence, so quiet
that they could hear birds chirping.
Tyson said he’d never seen anything
like it: Two million people crowded
together in the 2-mile long National
Mall with no arrests, no violence
and no disruptions, and then with
slow, rolling shouts of cheers, hand-
clapping and high-fives as Barack
Obama became the country’s first
African-American president.

What would Dr. King think of
Anmerica today if somehow he could
come back for a visit? He would say,
“Oh my God, this is what I've been
talking about,” Tyson said. “We have
placed this African-American in the
White House not because he’s black,
but because he was the better candi-
date, because he had a better agenda,
and because the American people
voted for him.”

If he had come to Monday’s
breakfast, Dr. King would have been
just as surprised and delighted to
see Tyson at the lectern—another
African-American at the helm of
one of the country’s top health care
establishments, the chief operating
officer with a $40-billion payroll.

“I think he’d look at me and
my job and say, ‘You have to be
kidding,” Tyson said. “He would
look over and see my beautiful
fiancee, Denise Bradley (who was
at the breakfast) and learn that she
is a Harvard graduate, and say,
‘Harvard where?’ Then he would
look at all of us in this room, peo-
ple of different races, and color
and ethnic backgrounds, people
who represent the fabric of this
great country, and see us breaking
bread together in his honor, and he
would be elated and pleased.” m

About the Cover

Taking a bite outta the Weekly: Jerry Pentin, who owns video production
business Spring Street Studios downtown, captured this miraculous photo
of himself underwater with the Weekly in a shark cage. Pentin was doing
a video shoot with great white sharks off of Isle Guadalupe near Mexico.
We’'re happy to report he returned to Pleasanton in one piece.
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have said today

The Tri-Valley YMCA tradi-
tionally holds it community-
wide breakfast honoring the
late Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. a
week after the national holiday so
that more people will come. This
year, last Monday’s ninth annual
breakfast was even timelier, coming
just six days after Barack Obama
was sworn in as president and with
a top Kaiser Permanente executive
to talk about it. Bernard Tyson, who
as chief operating officer and also
executive vice president for health
plan and hospital operations for the
Kaiser Foundation Health Plan and
Hospitals is also the organization’s
senior African-American officer.
He was active early on in Obama’s
presidential campaign. He saw
Obama speak at the Democratic
National Convention in 2004 and
heard MSNBC commentator Chris
Matthews talk about how the
Illinois politician just might become
America’s first black president.

The possibility spurred Tyson
to become involved in that effort,
working the California circuit when
he could to help the candidate. Up
to then, Tyson told us, he never
doubted that an African-American
could one day become president,
but thought that wouldn’t happen
in his lifetime. He saw generational
changes taking place with his own
children growing up colorblind,
inviting friends of all colors and
nationalities to their home. For
sure times were changing, Tyson
added, only much faster than he
had predicted.

Tyson saw the change even more
dramatically during his week in
Washington, D.C. for the inaugura-
tion festivities. With front section
seats at various programs and the
swearing-in ceremony as well, “this
was truly unbelievable,” he said. At
a concert at the Lincoln Memorial,
he was only a few rows down from
Obama, although he joked that it
was also a bit uncomfortable with
six plain-clothed sharpshooters also
facing him.

His special seats for the inaugura-

tion were in a section that 250,000
others shared, but given the shoul-
der-to-shoulder standing crowd of 2
million behind them, Tyson felt hon-
ored at being so close. It was indeed
a festive gathering with strangers
hugging, kissing, crying and scream-
ing, Tyson said. Then, all at once
as Obama went to the rostrum to
receive the oath of office, there was
absolute silence. Two million people
stood in complete silence, so quiet
that they could hear birds chirping.
Tyson said he’d never seen anything
like it: Two million people crowded
together in the 2-mile long National
Mall with no arrests, no violence
and no disruptions, and then with
slow, rolling shouts of cheers, hand-
clapping and high-fives as Barack
Obama became the country’s first
African-American president.

What would Dr. King think of
Anmerica today if somehow he could
come back for a visit? He would say,
“Oh my God, this is what I've been
talking about,” Tyson said. “We have
placed this African-American in the
White House not because he’s black,
but because he was the better candi-
date, because he had a better agenda,
and because the American people
voted for him.”

If he had come to Monday’s
breakfast, Dr. King would have been
just as surprised and delighted to
see Tyson at the lectern—another
African-American at the helm of
one of the country’s top health care
establishments, the chief operating
officer with a $40-billion payroll.

“I think he’d look at me and
my job and say, ‘You have to be
kidding,” Tyson said. “He would
look over and see my beautiful
fiancee, Denise Bradley (who was
at the breakfast) and learn that she
is a Harvard graduate, and say,
‘Harvard where?’ Then he would
look at all of us in this room, peo-
ple of different races, and color
and ethnic backgrounds, people
who represent the fabric of this
great country, and see us breaking
bread together in his honor, and he
would be elated and pleased.” m
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o |ifetime Warranty
Disc Pads, Brake Shoes

$25 Off Front or Rear Axle
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Getupto

>

by M-I Rishate whien e

FILTER CHANGE & TIRE ROTATION
B0 DAYS O PAYMIENT, MO INTEREST:
PLEASANTON* 4216 Rosewood Dr. 925-734-3444

® Includes up to 5 quarts 9 5
5w30 premivm oil
o New Ol Filter
o (hassis lube (if applicable)
o 32t Visual Inspection Reg.*39°
Must present coupon. Expires 2/06/09
when you make the purchase ot Goodyear (red Caud!
5100 minimum purchase required. See this ad for detaiks,
Also Dublin, Livermore, and Castro Valley

DELUXE LUBE, OIL,

Most vehicles

L4 4 Tlfe Romﬂon Must present coupon. Expires 2/06/09

FRONT/REAR BRAKE SERVICE

$ Doubke your Mail-in Rebateup to

‘ See this ad for more detad
PLEASANTON 3420 Stanley Blvd. 925-462-4900
Mon thur Fri - 7am to 6pm, Sat - 8am to 5pm  Locations with a * are open Sun - 8am to 5pm

® RyNck &5nie™
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Man stabbed
at his house by
uninvited guest

New Luxury Yaths

INSTANT
BATH & KITCHEN SHOWROOM FINANCING
NO INTEREST &
NO PAYMENTS

ATTENTION
HOME EXPO CUSTOMERS!
TRUST the experts at New Luxury Baths to help

A 22-year-old Pleasanton
man is recovering, listed
in stable condition, after

sustaining three stab wounds
Saturday at his house party.

keep your bath or kitchen project on schedule.
We invite you to come in and experience for
yourself the benefits of doing business with us.

Town
Square

LARGE SELECTION, FAST DELIVERY, OUTSTANDING SERVICE
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED WITH 30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

Plumbing e Lighting ¢ Hardware

13 E AIRWAY BLVD ® LIVERMORE ® NEWLUXURYBATHS.COM
Showroom Hours: Mon-Fri 9-5° Sat 10-4

PLEASANTON

(W(

The Pleasanton Downtown Association presents
) . .
T waffles, ST idbits
. .
G Wine Fasting

Thursday,

February 5th
6-9 pm
Downtown Pleasanton

TICKETS:

$25 through February 4th
$30 at the Door, IF NOT SOLD OUT
Tickets are available for purchase in advance
at the following locations:

Clover Creek, 670 Main St.
Pleasanton Downtown Association, 830-A Main St.
Studio 7 Fine Arts, 400 Main St.

The Rose Hotel, 807 Main St.

. ) Cash or checks only. No credit cards.
Price includes wine glass,

event map and tastings

Pick up your wine glass and event map between 5:45-7:30pm
at Washington Mutual Bank, 561 Main Street.

PARTICIPATING WINERIES Garre Winery & Café Retzlaff Estate Winery

Les Chenes Estate Vineyards Ryhan Estate Vineyards
Little Valley Winery Tamas Estates
Livermore Valley Cellars Tenuta Vineyards
McGrail Vineyards The Steven Kent Winery

Bent Creek Winery

Boa Ventura de Caires Vineyard
Charles R Vineyards

Cuda Ridge Wines

Eagle Ridge Mitcr_]ell }(atz Winery Wente Viney_ards
el Sol Winery Murrletgs Well Wegtover Wlnery
Elliston Vineyards Page Mill Winery White Crane Winery

Fenestra Winery Palomares Vineyards

Sponsors:

;'g 2zippes

B WaMu NOW PART OF CHASED E

..-.Z'ml wbawn 7
Rain or shine.
For more information, contact Nickie Hoppe at No refunds.
Not responsible for lost
(l.. events@pleasantondowntown.net or (925) 484-2199 or stolen tickets.
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Streetwise

What type of business would
you like to see open on
Main Street?

Asked at the Rose Hotel

Bobbie MacKenzie

A higher-end bar or restaurant that
offers ladies nights, a piano bar, or
other different themes. There are
times when I like to go out with my
friends and go dancing, but the bars
and restaurants in downtown aren’t
suitable for that. They are either too
loud, too small, or they cater to a
younger crowd. Even though people
are downsizing in this economy,
they still want to have fun.

Mike Ridout

It would be nice if downtown had

a restaurant that is similar to Bing
Crosby’s in Walnut Creek. It’s a
great set-up. There are a lot of peo-
ple in Pleasanton between the ages
of 40 and 50 who have children
who are moving out of the house—
therefore they have more time to go
out with friends.

Charlotte Anderson

It would be nice to have more
eclectic, smaller boutiques that
carry things you can’t find at a
mall, but downtown should also
allow an anchor store such as Crate
& Barrel or Pottery Barn. Name
brand recognition always brings in
business but preserving the current
downtown look and feel is key.

Kristin Goedert

It would be great if there was a
cupcake bakery on Main Street. I
work at EMC in Pleasanton and my
co-workers and I celebrate many
birthdays or other special occasions.
It would be a nice change to buy
fancy, unique cupcakes for those
occasions instead of a cake.

Janelle Gunther

I would like to see a place where 1
can purchase fast, healthy and fresh
lunch items. The “grab and go”
concept works for me because I am
always on the go. I would also like
to see an authentic bagel store open
up in downtown. I am from New
York and the bagels that are sold
here are just bread in the shape of
a bagel.

Have a Streetwise question? E-mail: editor@PleasantonWeekly.com

Compiled by Hillary Bessiere



Newsfront

News Digest

On the silver screen

Las Positas College and the
Pleasanton Public Library have
teamed up to present “Great
Performances: A Classic Film
Series.” Dr. Candy Klaschus,
film historian and humanities
program coordinator at LPC,
will be on hand to discuss the
film. Next up is “Now, Voyager”
at 7 p.m. Feb. 5 at the library,
400 Old Bernal Ave. The series
continues at the same time
every first Thursday evening
through June.

Donate a dress

The Princess Project is col-
lecting new and nearly new
formal gowns and accessories
between Feb. 8 and 14 for this
year’s dress drive. The organiza-
tion provides formal dresses and
accessories to girls in the Bay
Area unable to buy them for
proms. Since it began in 2002,
The Princess Project has helped
over 9,000 girls and hopes to
help 1,000 girls this year. For
more information on dress col-
lection locations, visit www.
princessproject.org.

‘STAND’ for human
rights
Amador  Valley  High

School’s human rights club,
STAND, which focuses on rais-
ing awareness about and help-
ing to end genocide, presents
two events in Februrary. Carl
Wilkens was the only American
to remain in Rwanda during the
1994 genocide and will make
a presentation at 7 p.m. Feb.
5 at the Harvest Park Middle
School multipurpose room. The
second annual Human Rights
Conference will be from 9 a.m.
to noon Feb. 28 at Amador.
This year’s event will focus on
genocide in the Burma, Congo
and in Darfur. Tickts to the
conference are $5. For more
information, email amador-
youth4hr @yahoo.com.

Free tax help for seniors

Free tax assistance is pro-
vided to Pleasanton seniors
seeking help with their income
tax forms. Call the Pleasanton
Senior Center at 931-5365 to
make an appointment with an
AARP tax counselor through
April 13.

Corrections

The Weekly desires to correct
all significant errors. To request
a correction, call the editor

at (925) 600-0840 or e-mail:
editor@PleasantonWeekly.com

by Janet Pelletier

Ron Lambert knows his girls soc-
cer team is having the best season
of their lives, but he doesn’t want
the pressure that comes with the
territory to cloud their focus on the
playing field.

Going into this past Wednesday’s
game at home against Cal High, the
Foothill High School varsity team
has been undefeated with a record
of 13-0-0 and they are 8-0-0 in East
Bay Athletic League play.

“I just try to keep them focused,”
Coach Lambert said. “We take it
one game at a time.”

Compounding the pressure, but

Dream season

Foothill girls’ soccer team, made up of mostly seniors, tries to take it one game at a time

not necessarily in a bad way, is that
ESPN has ranked the team No. 1
for the past two weeks out of all
high schools across the country.

Lambert’s tried to shield his team
from letting the news get into their
heads, saying he’s “kept it on the
down low.”

So what makes this team so spe-
cial and unique?

“They’ve been staying focused,”
Lambert said. “A lot of people ask
me what’s different from last year
to this year. I just think they’ve
noticed the last couple of years that
we’ve come up short by just a little
bit, whether it be league or NCS,
and these guys are focused on win-

ning it all.”

Winning it all and trying to block
out the naysayers. Recently, the
team was given a hard time for
their overpowering 9-0 win against
cross-town rivals Amador Valley
Jan. 21 with some suggesting
players should have been changed
around in the second half of the
game. But Lambert said the team
isn’t letting the critics get them
down, rather it’s fueling their drive
and energy.

“I tell them that we’ll worry about
it when the season’s over,” he said.

Out of the 19-member team, 13

to Division 1 schools,” Lambert
said.

And if the coach is proud, so
is the technical director for the
Pleasanton Rage girls’ soccer club,
where nine of the seniors play on
the same U18 team.

“We’re one of the top clubs in
the country,” said director Phillippe
Blin. “Everybody knows that
because of these girls, and these
seniors. This is a group of seniors
that puts the Rage kids on the
map. Our club is a big club, about
2,000 kids, and these girls have
definitely become role models for

are seniors.

“Out of the 13, 12 are committed

(continued on page 7)

159 AL

About 200 people attended the budget forum at Amador Valley High School’s multipurpose room
Monday night. It was the first of two meetings held by the district. The second will be at 7 p.m.

Feb. 4 at Foothill High School.

Emotions run high with
school cuts on the line

Board trustees discuss possibility of parcel tax

to help with $8.7-million budget shortfall

by Emily West

With the elimination of class-size reduc-
tions on their worry lists, parents, educators
and others packed a school district meeting
Tuesday night as the board discussed two hot
topics: cuts and a parcel tax. Both are needed
to balance the district budget, according to

the board.

California faces a $41.6-billion deficit.
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger’s budget pro-
posal would require the Pleasanton Unified
School District to cut $8.7 million from its
budget. This includes a $4-million reduction

additional revenue for 2009-10. The state has
also denied the district $2 million for a cost

of living adjustment (COLA), which it needs
to “roll over” into the next year, even if there
were no changes to the budget.

The governor’s proposal has yet to be
adopted, which means the $8.7-million prob-
lem could get better, or worse.

At Tuesday’s meeting, Luz Cazares, assis-

needed halfway through the current school

year, as well as a $2.7-million reduction in

tant superintendent of business services, said
there was another revenue shortfall facing
the district. Having borrowed money in the
past to help with facility improvements,
the district first pays the debt back through

(continued on page 8)

Holiday Fund
exceeds goal

Even in tough economy, donors
step forward with $138,711

by Jeb Bing

The Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund closed
its 2008 campaign this week with donations
totaling $138,711, well above the $100,000 goal
set for the sixth annual community drive.

Donations came from more than 200 indi-
vidual, corporate and organization donors, with
the Tri-Valley Community Foundation matching
the first $50,000 received. Besides the $138,711
total, which included the match, another $4,000
was received by the fund in specific contribu-
tions earmarked for Open Heart Kitchen.

Gina Channell-Allen, president of the
Pleasanton Weekly, said checks in equal amounts
will be distributed to the seven recipients tar-
geted in the 2008 campaign after a final audit by
both the Weekly and the community foundation.

Besides Open Heart Kitchen, the other ben-
eficiaries are Axis Community Health, Hope
Hospice, Senior Support Program of the Tri-
Valley, Tri-Valley Haven, Valley Humane
Society and the Emergency Room expansion
program at ValleyCare Medical Center.

Each of the organizations will receive checks
totaling $19,245 once the final audit is completed
in mid-February, with the additional $4,000 that is
specifically designated for Open Heart Kitchen.

“It’s a credit to the compassion in our com-
munity that so many dug deep into their pockets
during very difficult economic times to help
these nonprofits where the need has become
even greater,” Channell-Allen said. “While some
gave generous contributions of $1,000 and more,
many others sent us checks for $25 or $50, some
with notes thanking us for providing a fund
where they can join in helping those in need.”

Again this year, the largest contribution
came from the Valley Marketing Association, a
Pleasanton-based organization of Realtors, real
estate specialists and real estate-related profes-
sionals that serve the Tri-Valley. Led by Realtor
Roy Dronkers, the group’s president, the VMA
contributed all of its receipts from a December
holiday party and additional contributions, rais-

(continued on page 6)
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Community welcomes
home Capt. Sullenberger

Danville thanks pilot for his grace under fire

by Geoff Gillette

Threatening skies didn’t damp-
en the enthusiasm of thousands
who turned out Saturday to wel-
come home Chesley B. “Sully”
Sullenberger III, the “Hero of the
Hudson.”

Sullenberger, the pilot who safe-
ly landed US Airways flight 1549
in the Hudson River after it struck
a flock of geese, disabling both
engines, received a hero’s welcome
in Danville, complete with march-
ing bands and proclamations.

Mayor Newell Arnerich presided
over the event, which was held
on the Town Green near Danville
Library.

“Clearly there are 155 reasons,”
a smiling Arnerich stated, “why
our town is celebrating his courage
under extreme circumstances.”

Arnerich said he’d been con-
tacted by people from all over the
world offering their congratulations
to Sullenberger. Included in those
calls were Sir Richard Branson and
Arnerich’s own son, a member of the
U.S. Marine Corps. “My son said to
tell you, Captain, that his unit would
fly with you anywhere, anytime.”

Arnerich presented Sullenberger
with a key to the city, only the sec-
ond time such an honor had been
bestowed in the 150-year history of
Danville.

Congressman Jerry McNerney
(D-Pleasanton) praised the courage
and dedication of Sullenberger and
his flight crew. He said that pilots
and crew are trained to handle trou-
ble, but there is always the question
of what they will do when that day
comes.

“On Jan. 15, trouble found Capt.
Sullenberger. He had no more than
two minutes to safely set that air-
craft down. He did what he was
trained to do,” McNerney said.

McNerney  said it  was
Sullenberger’s calm and leadership
which made that landing happen, and

Congressman Jerry McNerney, left, sits with Lorrie and Chesley Sullenberger
at a homecoming celebration for the pilot.

he applauded the captain’s dedication
to duty in staying with the aircraft
until all passengers were safely off.

The huge crowd roared its
approval when Sullenberger’s wife
Lorrie took the stage. Due to a
request from the US Airline Pilots
Association, the family is still
restricted from speaking about the
crash itself, but it didn’t stop Lorrie
Sullenberger from talking about the
man flying the plane.

“I knew when I married Sully
that he was the most honorable man
I've ever met,” she said through
tears. She went on to say that she
had no doubt of the outcome of
the plane crash, because she knows
what kind of pilot her husband is.

Sullenberger said she and her
family had been overwhelmed
by the outpouring of support and
praise they’ve received. “There’s
no words to express how grateful
we are for all of you. We were so
thrilled to come home to Danville.
I have to say, we love Danville.”

Finally, Capt. Sullenberger him-
self took the podium, amid standing
ovations and thunderous applause.

After thanking everyone for com-
ing he said simply, “Circumstance
determined that it was this expe-
rienced crew that was scheduled
to fly that particular plane on that
particular day. But I know I can
speak for the entire crew when I tell
you we were simply doing the jobs
we were trained to do.”

Many of those who came
couldn’t see well due to the enor-
mous crowds, estimated by police
at 5,000, but it didn’t alter their joy
at being there.

Monte Vista High School Junior
Megan Gordon said knowing
Sullenberger was from Danville made
her proud, and seeing all the people
who turned out for the celebration
was a testament to the type of town
Danville is. “It kind of makes me feel
like I live in this small town,” she
said. “T don’t know everyone in my
class but look at this, how everyone
is coming together to honor him.”

Danville resident Peter Adams
agreed. “It makes me nostalgic
about the way small town America
is. Everyone knows each other, and
helps each other out.” m

Holiday

(continued from page 5)

ing $20,613 in direct donations and,
with the Community Foundation
match, totaling $41,226.

“As everyone knows, these are
tough times for Realtors and others in
our industry,” Dronkers said. “Even
so, helping others is a key mission
of the Valley Marketing Association
and we’re proud to be the top con-
tributor to the important work of the
Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund.”

Dave Rice, president and
chief executive of the Tri-Valley
Community Foundation, said his
group supports the Weekly’s Holiday
Fund because the beneficiaries are
among the many needy organizations
the foundation also helps fund.

“This is truly a community-wide
effort by the Pleasanton Weekly
that serves a growing need in the

Tri-Valley,” Rice said. “While
those who contribute have jobs or
other income and most have health
insurance, the Holiday Fund con-
tributes to organizations that help
those who don’t. The Tri-Valley
Community Foundation is honored
to be part of this effort.”

Unlike most other fundraising
drives by individual organizations,
the 2008 Holiday Fund had no
administrative expenses or other
overhead. The Pleasanton Weekly
and the Tri-Valley Community
Foundation donated all the support
services so that all money raised
would support local non-profit
groups.

All funds are held in trust by the
Tri-Valley Community Foundation
pending the final audit and are tax
deductible to the extent permitted
by law.

Those who contributed since the
last list of donors was published
include:

Individuals:

Shirley & Jack Butler

$50

Barry Cass & Terry Messiek Cass
$250

Mr. & Mrs. Carlo Vecchiarelli
$100

Amy & Frank Jones

$300

Lonie & Ron Shaw

$50

Organizations:

The Karena Lee Sanford Charitable
Foundation

$50

In memory of:

Muz Mui from Kit & Alex Wong
(Requested amount not be pub-
lished)

In honor of:

Holly & Tim Oswalt from Debbie
Oswalt

$100

Anonymous donors:

1 @ $500

1 @ $100

el Jooy
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Youth court praised
by participants, parents

Over past year, diversion program has processed 47 cases,
assigned over 1,400 hours of volunteer service

It’s been just over a year since
the Tri-Valley Youth Court opened
its doors and participants and their
parents are lauding the program for
the difference they feel it’s made in
the community.

The youth court is a diversion
program for teenage offenders with
misdemeanor or lesser charges in
Pleasanton, Dublin and Livermore
that began operating Jan. 8, 2008.
Types of offenses heard include
cyber-bullying, traffic, curfew,
tobacco, disorderly conduct, van-
dalism, theft and truancy.

The court has more than 140 stu-
dent volunteers serving as youth
advocates, court clerks and jurors and
30 adult volunteers serving as judges,
court attendants, case managers, jury
mentors and advocate mentors.

Over 12 months, the court has

processed a total of 47 cases referred
from the Pleasanton, Dublin and
Livermore police departments and
the juvenile division of Alameda
County Probation. Also in that time,
the court has assigned more than
1,400 hours of community service,
33 apologies, anger management
classes, family and individual coun-
seling, life choice workshops, drug
and alcohol counseling, jail tours
and other forms of restitution.

A survey conducted by the court
assessed how offenders and their
parents viewed the program and
the results showed they felt it was
a resounding success. All, 100
percent, of parents surveyed said
they would recommend the court
to a friend in a similar situation
and 94 percent said they noticed
an improvement in their child’s

attitude. All, 100 percent, of par-
ticipants of the program said they
thought the court was useful and
94 percent said they would recom-
mend it to a friend.

Over the past year, the court
has also included participation
from leadership and civics classes
of Village High School and the
Athenian School in Danville, stu-
dents who are learning about the
U.S. court system and restorative
justice principles.

The youth court is held the
first Tuesday of the month at
the Pleasanton courthouse, 5672
Stoneridge Drive. For more infor-
mation about the Tri-Valley Youth
Court, visit www.trivalleyyouth-
court.com or contact Tonya Clenney
at 337-7175.

—Janet Pelletier

Foothill participating in Regional
Science Bowl Saturday at LPC

Winners go on to compete in U.S. Enerqy Department bowl in April

On Saturday, Sandia National
Laboratories and Las Positas
College will host the first of three
high school Regional Science
Bowls scheduled for the Bay Area,
with Foothill High one of the many
competing for top honors.

The competition will take place
at the Las Positas College campus
in Livermore, with 25 teams from
11 local high schools scheduled to
compete.

Registration begins at 8 a.m., with
round-robin competition scheduled
from 9 am. to noon. Following
lunch and the elimination rounds
from 1 to 4 p.m., an awards cer-
emony will take place at 4.

The Science Bowl is a ques-
tion-and-answer  competition
with buzzers, judges and time-
keepers for high school teams
consisting of five students and
one faculty coach. A format of
round-robin and modified double
elimination will be used in the
regional competitions. A total of
25 local teams will participate.
High schools scheduled to com-
pete include Foothill, Monte Vista
(Danville), Irvington (Fremont),
Mission San Jose (Fremont),
Granada (Livermore), Livermore
(Livermore), Milpitas (Milpitas),
Andrew Hill (San Jose), Chinese
Christian Schools (San Leandro),

California (San Ramon) and Santa
Clara (Santa Clara).

Additional Science Bowl region-
al competitions in the Bay Area will
take place at Lawrence Berkeley
National Laboratory on Feb. 7 and
at the Stanford Linear Accelerator
Center on Feb. 28. Each winner of
a regional competition qualifies to
compete in the 19th annual U.S.
Department of Energy’s National
Science Bowl from April 30-May
5 in Washington, D.C. Only those
students who competed on the win-
ning regional team are eligible to
compete in the National Science
Bowl.

—Janet Pelletier

Soccer

(continued from page 5)

the younger age group. They have
a huge impact.”

Carlee Payne co-captains the
team along with Sophie Metz.
Payne, a senior, will sign a letter
of intent next week to play soccer
for Brigham Young University. And
while she’s excited to attend the uni-
versity next fall, she’s making sure
to cherish this moment in her life.

“All of us seniors have been
together since we were under-7s,
under-8s,” Payne said. “We’ve
grown a bond that is so close.
We’re basically a family—we’re
best friends on the field, off the
field. We all want to play for each
other, win for each other.”

And while she and her team-
mates feel the pressure that’s been
placed on their backs, they’re not

taking any game lightly.

“All of us are nervous before any
game,” she said. “We don’t come
out light for any game. in soccer,
you can lose to anyone. You just
gotta come out hard and play your
game no matter what.”

The team’s next game is at 6
p.m. Saturday at Carondelet High
School in Concord. For more sports
news, turn to page 21.

Rage hosts Letters of Intent
signing Feb. 5

Joining the 12 Foothill High
School senior girls signing scholar-
ship letters of intent are nine other
graduating seniors for a special
Pleasanton Rage signing night at
7 p.m. Feb. 5 at the Pleasanton
Marriott, 11950 Dublin Canyon
Road.

Since 2001, Rage has had 133
graduates sign letters of intent to
play for national colleges and uni-
versities.

Foothill High School
Megan Barrett—UC Davis
Krista Bormann—Southern Oregon

University

Samantha Cloutier—George
Washington University

Olivia Klei—Santa Clara
University

Ashley Loughmiller—Washington
State University

Amanda Luxford—Arizona State
University

Ashlyn Mazur—University of San
Francisco

Rachel McGlinchy—San Diego
State University

Sophie Metz—UCLA

Carlee Payne—BYU

Amanda Simat—San Jose State
University

Amador Valley High School
Marissa Fraticelli—San Diego
State University

Caitlyn Harper—Cal Poly San Luis
Obispo

NORCAL
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925-846-5614

Unretouched clinical photo taken
while frowning before and 14 days
after treatment with Botox® Cosmetic

NEW Botox® Service

for underarm perspiration problems!

plus Free Consultation to new clients only

-
. \ Not valid with other offers. Expires 3-01-09
b ——————————— a

1
1
1
! Botox® Treatment
1
1
1

FREE CONSULTATION | Pleasanton San Ramon
N lient 1 374 St. Mary St. | 2701 Crow Canyon Blvd.
ew clients only | 9258465614 | 925 837-6400
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CALL TODAY!
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FREE information on selling your home.
NO PRESSURE, STRESS FREE CONSULTATION
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School

(continued from page 5)

developer fee funds. It expected to
receive $2.7 million in this fiscal
year, which ends June 30, but with
little development, those fee funds
aren’t coming in as anticipated. To
date, Cazares said, the district has
received just over $300,000. This
means the difference could impact
the general fund.

The lack of developer fees
would not directly impact the
$8.7-million shortfall, accord-
ing to Superintendent John Casey.
Instead, he said, they could be bor-
rowed from the Sycamore Property
Fund, which currently has $5.6
million from the sale of a potential
high school site near Happy Valley
and typically funds technology.
It would, however, possibly limit
another source of revenue.

One piece of hope could poten-
tially come from the federal gov-
ernment. It has released portions
of the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Bill, with early esti-
mates saying $10 billion could go
to California. Portions could help
PUSD in special education and
facilities, and to “soften the blow”
of impacts to school districts. It
would be a one-time only deal that
is intended to be used over two
years.

A possible parcel tax

Generally, a parcel tax is col-
lected annually from a property
owner. There are several variables
that can be factored into creating a
parcel tax, including an expiration
date, a varied rate depending on the
size of the parcel and exemptions.
In order to pass, there must be a
two-thirds majority vote by those
voting on the measure.

Several nearby districts have
passed parcel taxes, such as Dublin
($96 per parcel), Livermore ($138,
which passed in November) and
San Ramon (currently $90, but a
May initiative seeks $144). Casey
said Dublin schools receive more
money from the state than PUSD,
as a result of the unification of
school districts several years ago.

The school district has calculated
that a tax of $100 per parcel could
equal $2.4 million for the district,
with a $300 per parcel totaling $7.2
million. If passed, the district said
the money would be available for
the 2009-10 school year, so cuts
would still be needed to cover the
current $8.7 million in reductions
as defined in the governor’s recent
budget proposal.

One particular suggestion to save
some programming came from
board member Valerie Arkin. She
asked if Sycamore Fund dollars
could be used to pay off bond
Measures A and B being paid by
taxpayers. Measure B passed in
1998 and the current rate is $76 per
$100,000 of assessed value. The
rate will gradually decrease to be
$2 per $100,000 in 2021. The bond
money can only be used for building
projects, not operational expenses.
With Arkin’s suggestion, paying
off the measures would decrease
the school-related tax burden on

residents and potentially encourage
voters to pass a parcel tax.

She also suggested putting two
tax amounts on a June ballot, as
well as looking into a utility tax
similar to districts in Southern
California.

In addition to the “hundreds” of
emails received by board members,
14 people addressed the trustees
with their ideas and concerns over
the budget situation. Loud applause
was the response to most of speak-
ers’ comments who were in favor
of a parcel tax; some represented
school PTA groups.

Kay Ayala, former city coun-
cilwoman, said she was disap-
pointed in the approach taken at
Monday night’s budget forum, held
at Amador Valley High School.
As part of the population without
children in the district, she said
it appears the superintendent is
campaigning for the parcel tax.
She added that it is a mistake to
rush to get it on the June ballot and
she has received several responses
from those not supporting the tax.

It is believed that the number of
Pleasanton voters without children
currently enrolled in Pleasanton
schools is about 60 percent, which
could be a challenge in getting a
parcel tax passed.

Lessening the cuts

The school district has compiled
a list of items, totaling $9.7 million
in potential cuts. Of the many items
on the list, the standouts are the
elimination of class-size reduction,
and cuts in the number of coun-
selors and reading specialists. Just
combining classes which now have
20 students into 30-student class-
rooms could cut 70 teaching posi-
tions. For the full list of potential
cuts, visit PleasantonWeekly.com.

Speakers at the meeting, as well
as posters on Pleasanton Weekly’s
online Town Square forum, have
called for salary freezes, if not
salary reductions. Casey said
there are district-wide freezes on
the COLA and salary reductions
“are likely to happen.” Last year,
he added, the teachers accepted
less than the COLA to help the
district put $500,000 towards sci-
ence specialists.

The current list of potential
reductions would include 158 jobs
lost, totaling 12.6 percent of non-
credentialed employees, 10 percent
of credentialed employees and 29.1
percent of the management team.

Board trustee Jim Ott presented
research about the ratio of students
to staff in surrounding districts. The
results showed that PUSD is in the
middle. The California Department
of Education’s 2007-08 data shows
the ratio in Newark to be 123-to-1
and Livermore to be 269-to-1, with
Pleasanton coming in at 221-to-1.

Using information from eddata.
org, board member Jamie Yee
Hintzke researched the dollar
amount spent on administration
per student in various districts.
She said PUSD spends an average
of $567 per pupil on adminis-
tration. Looking at similar cit-
ies, she said Palo Alto spends
$721 per student, Laguna Beach
spends $1,077 per student and
Santa Monica spends $624 per

student on administration.

“We’re in the middle,” she said.
“It looks like we’re okay. We're
certainly not bloated.”

Hintzke asked the district to look
into the possibility of saving money
by imposing two lunch periods
in the high schools. She also sug-
gested reducing the board stipends
of $400 per month and renegotiat-
ing management contracts.

One option allowed by the state
is cutting the school year by five
days, for a total of 175 days of
instruction, which the board mem-
bers said they were not in favor of
for fear they wouldn’t get those
days back.

Previous parcel tax discussion

In June 2007, the Lew Edwards
Group and EMC Research present-
ed findings from a survey asking
residents their opinion on a parcel
tax. The big difference between
then and now, however, is the rea-
sons for a tax. Originally, it would
have gone towards funding addi-
tional programs recommended by
the Excellence Committee.

At that time, the survey results
showed that while residents were
supportive of the schools, there
wasn’t a ‘“‘super majority” who
thought the district needed more
money. Alex Evans, president of
EMC Research, told the board
that while education was not a
big worry, voters would support a
tax that would address class-size
reduction, vocational education and
upgraded technology.

At Tuesday night’'s meeting,
Jessica Reynolds of Lew Edwards
said the same survey showed 53
percent would support a $190 per
parcel tax.

In the end, the board voted 4-1
(with Arkin dissenting) not to
conduct another parcel tax sur-
vey, which would cost an estimated
$30,000.

Looking ahead

While the district welcomes
creative ideas for new revenue
sources, it faces some challenging
deadlines. The board will need to
identify reductions for 2009-10 at
its Feb. 10 meeting. By Feb. 24,
it will need to consider identify-
ing which positions would be cut.
Notices of possible layoffs would
be sent March 15 and final layoff
notices would be sent May 15.

Should the board decide to pur-
sue a parcel tax initiative, they
would need to finalize the ballot
language and call for an election
by Feb. 24 to be held in June. The
board cannot campaign for the par-
cel tax, but individual trustees can
so long as they’re not speaking on
behalf of the district.

In addition to the regular board
meetings Feb. 10 and 24, a special
meeting will be held from 5 to 7
p.m. this Tuesday at the district
offices, 4665 Bernal Ave. There
will also be a budget forum at 7
p-m. Wednesday in Foothill High
School’s multipurpose room. All
meetings are open to the public.

A list of frequently asked ques-
tions addressing the budget can
be found on the district’s website,
www.pleasanton.k12.ca.us. m
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Opinion
Editorial

Let’s beautify

Stanley Boulevard
some other time

What is it that county officials don’t understand about the
word Recession? Despite layoffs, corporate downsizing and
looming program cuts because of a $41-billion state budget
deficit, Alameda County is moving forward with a $15.5-
million plan to “beautify” and improve a short stretch of
Stanley Boulevard between Pleasanton and Livermore. While
the roadway could use some work, now’s not the time. Even
if the county is flush with funds, the perception of a multi-
million tree-planting effort sends the wrong message to tax-
payers who are already being asked to dig a little deeper to
bail out local school districts, including Pleasanton’s, and the
state in its budget crisis. Hearing about the county’s beautifi-
cation plans for Stanley, Timothy T. wrote on the Pleasanton
Weekly’s Town Square Forum last Thursday: “I'd like the
county of Alameda to send a letter to every child in our school
district apologizing for not being able to get the supplies and
teachers they need because they really wanted to underground
some cables on Stanley in case someone who shouldn’t be
driving veers off the road.”

In fairness, part of the Stanley project involves under-
grounding the overhead electric, telephone and cable televi-
sion wires strung from poles along Stanley. That money, about
$5.5 million, presumably would come mostly from a special
California Public Utilities Commission “Rule 20A” fund that
PG&E collects from ratepayers over time. The rest—3$10 mil-
lion by current estimates—would come from taxpayers to pay
for trees, median strip landscaping and separate bicycle and
pedestrian lanes along the south edge of Stanley. In the best
of times, this might be a worthwhile project, although with
the railroad tracks, gravel operations and cement and asphalt
plants, Stanley probably will never be designated a scenic
highway. The Alameda County Board has scheduled a public
hearing on the utility undergrounding for 11 a.m. Tuesday,
Feb. 10. If you can’t make the trip to Oakland, you can con-
vey your thoughts about the Stanley Boulevard beautification
project to our District 1 Supervisor Scott Haggerty. His email
is scott.haggerty @acgov.org.

Goodbye Jerry

Longtime city planner Jerry Iserson was feted at a city-
sponsored luncheon last week as he retired after more than
30 years of experience in urban planning and development,
including the last 20 in Pleasanton. Here, he closed out his
career as director of planning and community development.
A familiar face at workshop and regular meetings of the
Pleasanton Planning Commission and City Council, he was
also well known on Main Street, which he frequently walked
to talk to business owners, employees and customers on issues
affecting the downtown. With advanced degrees in urban
planning, urban studies and sociology from San Jose State
and the University of Michigan, Iserson was the “go to” guy
on almost any issue affecting local planning and develop-
ment. His fingerprint is everywhere in city planning with the
completion of the city’s General Plan update, scheduled for
approval this spring, serving as his lasting legacy. He’ll be
missed. =

Letters

Budget cuts have human
consequences

Dear Editor,

At a recent Amador Valley
School Site Council meeting, the
committee discussed the wide
ranging implications of the budget
cuts to the campus. As we were
reviewing the dreary outlook given
the cuts, the subject of counselor
reductions was broached.

A recent incident was discussed
in which a student came to school
feeling suicidal and spent four
hours with the counselor. Various
resources were called in to help
mitigate this critical situation and
subsequently the student was dis-
suaded of their impulse.

Upon discussing this with the
administration, the following com-
ments were made that I feel is criti-
cal to share with the community.

“I think an important point is
that parents use the counselors as
resources for their families out-
side of the school or academic
reasons. Often times, a parent will
call stating that their son/daughter
has mentioned they are suicidal
or their son/daughter won’t get
out of bed and they need our help.
Frequently, the student has stated
they are suicidal at home and the
parents will bring them into the
school counselor first thing in the
morning for the counselor’s assess-
ment/intervention. I just think that
often times, community members
don’t realize that counselors are
also supporting the social/emo-
tional needs of our youth that have
an impact on academics but are
not directly related. 1 think the
counseling pertains specifically to
academic guidance counseling”

The community needs to
understand that these cuts have
real human consequences beyond
expense reduction.

Al Cohen

Hope? How ironic

“We all awoke with hope”—a
highly ironic Weekly headline for
last Jan. 24 (Cover, pages 16-17).

Why? Because on this day,
President Obama chose to use the
most powerful office in the world
to send a message fully lacking
in hope. He used his office and
misused the goodwill of the people
toward him to reverse the ban on
funding abortion abroad.

Did any Obama supporter dream
this would be his first expression
of hope? Did supporters envision
restoring our “damaged reputation”
with nations abroad...by helping
them kill their unborn children?
Spending our tax money in this
fashion is horrific in light of the
economic crisis and the expecta-
tion Americans have had regarding
the administration’s promises to

help with “crises” in the mort-
gage, banking, health care and auto
industries. Many expected these
to be top priorities. And yet what
did he move on first? Abortion
abroad...funded by our tax dollars.
I don’t want my taxes spent this
way.

The message Mr. Obama sends
is one of heartless cruelty, not
hope. If you voted for Mr. Obama,
never dreaming he would take your
money and spend your hope to end
the lives of the unborn in Africa,
tell him so. Death by abortion has
no comparison to the loss of life in
the war. We were attacked by an
enemy. We have a duty to defend
ourselves and our way of life.
Unborn babies are not enemies.
They are the hope of the future, the
hope we must keep alive.

Candyce Roberts

Obama lovefest will
come to an end

Dear Editor,

I did not awake with hope...I
awoke to a dope and his initials are
B.O.

I know 47 percent of America
agrees with me. The lovefest will
end and that 47 percent number
with increase with time when the
independents have had their fill of
liberal policy. Enjoy the party now
because you will need those mem-
ories when you want to look back
on the good ‘ole days. The first
casualty will be Representative
McNerney, who will suffer a defeat
in 2010 after Obama’s policies
have been failing for two years.
Guy Houston would be a great
congressman for our district.

Help is on the way America.

Michael Duarte

Pleasanton Hotel
support appreciated

Dear Editor,

We find it very difficult to speak
of the Pleasanton Hotel in the past
tense.

It’s very hard to understand
why we were forced to close our
restaurant and end our 25 years
of service to Pleasanton and sur-
rounding communities. We were
overwhelmed with the number of
emails, letters and visitors during
our closing days. We want each of
you who spoke or wrote of your
“Hotel” experiences and remem-
brances to know that we appreci-
ated your sharing them with us.
That was very special.

Perhaps the “Hotel” will once
again open and continue its history
of hospitality to the Pleasanton and
surrounding communities. We all
hope so. Thank you for your past
support. We miss you.

Bill and Vernie Laube

former owners of Pleasanton
Hotel restaurant
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THE CITY OF

PLEASANTON.

WEEKLY MEETING NOTICES

City Council
Tuesday, February 3, 2009 @ 7:00 p.m.
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

* Public Hearing: PSP-11 and PRZ-44, Stoneridge
Drive Specific Plan Amendment/Staples Ranch Project:
Consider approval of Staples Ranch Development related
documents including the Environmental Impact Report
(EIR), Environmental Findings, Statement of Overriding
Considerations, Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan, the
Stoneridge Drive Specific Plan Amendment (Staples Ranch
Project), Rezoning/Pre-zoning of Staples Ranch Property to
the Planned Unit Development (PUD) District.

Public Hearing: PAP-131 (PCUP 224), Little lvy League
School — Consider an appeal of the Planning Commission’s
approval of a conditional use permit to operate a tutorial
school with a maximum of 90 students at 5925 West Las
Positas Boulevard, Suite 200

Civic Arts Commission
Monday, February 2, 2009 @ 7:00 p.m.

Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

e Recommendation to Purchase Bike Rack Sculptures for
Firehouse Arts Center

e FY 2008/09 City Grant Mid-Term Reports
e Project Reports

Human Services Commission
Wednesday, February 4, 2009 @ 7:00 p.m.
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue
e |Introduction of New Parks and Community Services Director

e FY 2008/09 Service Contract Mid-Term Reports and
Presentations

e Y 2008/09 City Grant Mid-Term Reports

e Review FY 2008/09 Grant Recipient Agency Visit List
e Human Services/Housing Commission Workshop

e Commission Reorganization

Library Commisison
Thursday, February 5, 2009 @ 6:30 p.m.
Council Conference Room, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

e Please visit our website at www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us to view
the agenda for this meeting.

GENERAL INFORMATION

Annual Leaf Pick and New 24/7 Hotline for Residents to Learn
Schedule

The Operations Service Center will commence its annual leaf pick up
services starting in early November through mid-January of next year.
During this time, the City’s leaf crew will be busy clearing the path for the
street sweeper who sweeps the residential neighborhoods once a month.
In order to give residents as much advanced notice as possible regarding
their leaf pick up date, the City will advertise the start of the program in a
variety of ways. A-frames will be placed in strategic designated areas of
the City notifying the residents of their specific leaf pick up date for that
area. A new telephone number has been introduced this year which allows
residents to call and hear the leaf pickup schedule for that week. Signs
will be posted on select City vehicles advertising this new phone number.
Residents can call 931-5550 (24) hours a day, (7) days a week, to hear
when their street sweeper and leaf pick up services will be provided.

City of Pleasanton Introduces Residential Battery Recycling Program

The City of Pleasanton has implemented a new residential battery
recycling program. Pleasanton residents can drop batteries off at one of
five sites located throughout the city. Each site has been outfitted with

a battery recycling station featuring three color-coded containers with
posted instructions and appropriate supplies to collect the following:
alkaline and carbon zinc (heavy duty) batteries, rechargeable batteries
and disposable lithium batteries. The five designated drop off sites are:

1. City of Pleasanton Operations Service Center — 3333 Busch Road
2. Pleasanton City Hall Lobby — 200 Old Bernal Avenue

3. Pleasanton Senior Center — 5353 Sunol Boulevard

4. Pleasanton Public Library — 400 Old Bernal Avenue
®

. Livermore-Pleasanton Fire Station # 2 — 6300 Stoneridge Mall

For more information, the public can contact the Support Services
Division of the City of Pleasanton at (925) 931-5580.

ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
AND PUBLIC COMMENT IS WELCOME

The above represents a sampling of upcoming meeting items.

For complete information, please visit
www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/community/calendar
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Community Pulse

Police Bulletin

Police name employees of the year

Officer Roy Gamez and Shannon Revel were recent-
ly recognized by the Pleasanton Police Department in
its annual program honoring superior performance.

Gamez came to the department in 2005 from the
Riverside Sheriff’s Department. He currently serves
as the school resource officer at Amador Valley and
Village high schools, Community Day School and
Pleasanton Middle School. Fluent in Spanish, he also
helps with Spanish translation requests and is said to

log more than 40 hours a week working for the depart-
ment and school district.

Gamez can be found at school events and has also
served as a head coach and assistant coach to the
Amador wrestling team.

Revel joined the department three years ago and
is a part of numerous public outreach programs,
including the curriculum for the Teen Academy,
Pleasanton’s National Night Out activities and crime
prevention. She also regularly speaks to the public
about patrol functions, crime prevention, youth and
other issues.

Employees nominated peers for their contributions,
which were reviewed by a committee. The final selec-
tions were made by Police Chief Michael Fraser.

Police Report

The Pleasanton Police Department
made the following information avail-
able. Under the law, those charged
with offenses are considered inno-
cent until convicted.

eVandalism:

el ittering:

Jan. 17
eBurglary:

-8:55 p.m. in the 1400 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road

*DUI:

-5:31 a.m. at the intersection of
Santa Rita Road and Valley
Avenue

-7:18 p.m. at the intersection of
Owens Drive and Oracle Lane

eDeath investigation:
-7:26 a.m. in the 2400 block of
Romano Cirlce
Jan. 18
eVandalism:

-5:23 p.m. at the intersection of West
Las Positas Boulevard and Santa
Rita Road; worth less than $400
oDUI:

-12:29 a.m. at the intersection of
Rose Avenue and Main Street

-2:06 a.m. at the intersection of
Eastbound [-580 and Hopyard
Road

ePublic drunkenness:

-5:53 p.m. in the 600 block of Main
Street

-7:02 p.m. in the 600 block of
Junipero Street

eMissing person:

Jan. 20
o Theft:

theft

Jan. 21
e Theft:

eBurglary:

e\/andalism:

Jan. 19 First Street
eEmbezzlement: Jan. 22
-8:10 p.m. in the 1300 block of eTheft:

Stoneridge Mall Road
eBurglary:

-4:52 p.m. in the 1400 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road; shoplifting

Valley EyeCare Center Welcomes
Jimmy Yip, O.D.

Valley EyeCare Center is pleased

Medical Associates

Stanford Medical School Faculty

2 460-5000

5575 W. Las Positas Blvd. #240
Pleasanton, CA 94588

{(//}'/w((/ /41// lhe %/— /Z gdd%/ Sonce 7975

ValleyEyeCareCenter.com

-8:12 a.m. in the 7500 block of
Maywood Drive; worth over $400

-8:51 a.m. in the 5600 block of
West Las Positas Boulevard

-2:20 p.m. in the 1100 block of
Donahue Drive

-12:13 p.m. in the 1900 block of
Santa Rita Road; forgery, identity

-1:48 p.m. in the 6200 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft

-2:39 p.m. in the 6400 block of
Owens Drive; grand theft

ePublic intoxication:

-11:47 p.m. in the 5100 block of
Hopyard Road; drugs

-1:17 p.m. in the 200 block of
Tomas Way; identity theft

-6:01 p.m. in the 5000 block of
Franklin Drive; grand theft

-6:43 p.m. in the 3600 block of
Andrews Drive; petty theft

-10:15 p.m. in the 1000 block of
Serpentine Lane

-3:42 p.m. in the 4200 block of

-3:35 p.m. in the 5000 block of
Owens Drive; grand theft

-5:28 p.m. in the 2800 block of
Hopyard Road; petty theft

See Your Best! Look Your Best!

Jonathan Savell, M.D. ¢ Michael Gagnon, M.D.

Gina Trentacosti, O.D. * Keri Owyang, O.D. ¢ Jimmy Yip, O.D.

©925) _
Now 0% 449-4000
. . LAS 28 Fenton Street
Fmancmg o0 LS Livermore, CA 94550

-8:14 p.m. in the 1600 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft
eBurglary:
-10:33 a.m. in the 7200 block of
Stonedale Drive
-8:37 p.m. in the 3900 block of
Santa Rita Road; vehicular
e\/andalism:
-8:28 a.m. in the 4300 block of
Black Avenue; worth over $400

-12:11 p.m. in the 1100 block of
Santa Rita Road; worth less than
$400

-3:04 p.m. in the 3400 block of
Andrews Drive

-3:27 p.m. in the 8000 block of
Regency Drive
eDrug/alcohol violations:
-9:08 a.m. in the 5100 block of

Hopyard Road; paraphernalia
possession

-5:23 p.m. in the 2800 block of
Hopyard Road; public drunken-
ness

-7:13 p.m. in the 6700 block of
Santa Rita Road; under the influ-
ence of a controlled substance,
controlled substance possession

eBattery:

-5:23 p.m. in the 2800 block of
Hopyard Road

eRecovered vehicle:

-4:45 p.m. at the intersection of
Driftwood Way and Highland
Oaks Drive

Jan. 23
oTheft:

-1:07 p.m. at the intersection of
Trottery Way and Meadowlark
Drive; stolen vehicle

-3:06 p.m. in the 1400 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road; grand
theft

-5:41 p.m. in the 1400 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road; grand theft
eBurglary:
-8:10 a.m. in the 400 block of
Trebbiano Place

-11:10 a.m. in the 7000 block of

. « L 57020 Johnson Drive; vehicular
to announce that Jimmy Yip, O.D.
has joined the practice. A graduate 1 00 e\/andalism:
of UC Berkeley School of Optometry, urgeons -2:19 p.m. in the 500 block of
Dr. Yip is committed to exceptional patient Kottinger Drive
care and is available to see patients in
Pleasanton and Livermore. S *DUL:
. -12:35 a.m. in the 4300 block of
VALLEY EYECARE CENTER ooy Puene

ePublic drunkenness:

-2:06 a.m. in the 5000 block of
Hopyard Road

-10:50 p.m. in the 5500 block of
West Las Positas Boulevard

eMissing person:

-7:46 p.m. in the 3400 block of
Zion Canyon Court

C eDisturbing the peace:
VSO -4:04 p.m. in the 1600 block of

Stoneridge Mall Road



Transitions

Obituartes

Hazel (Gramma)
Waltjen

Hazel Waltjen died Jan. 16 at the
age of 95.

She
born Aug.
24, 1913 in
Berkeley and
was raised in
Oakland.

After liv-
ing in Atwater
for 20 years,
she moved to
Casa Sandoval
where she enjoyed numerous activ-
ities with her many friends who
were here extended family.

She was a devoted mother,
grandmother, great-grandmother,
aunt and a wonderful friend.

She is survived by her daugh-
ters, Diane Brittain (Jim) and Linda
Draa (Dan); grandchildren, Kris
(Brittain) and Dave Snyder, Sheri
(Brittain) and Ross Kapp, Jenny
and Mitch Laible; great-grandchil-
dren, Emilie and Rachael Kapp and
Ryan Snyder.

The family thanks the caring
staff at Kaiser Hospital in Antioch
for the compassion and care in her
final days.

was

A service was held Jan. 22 at St.
Augustine Catholic Church. Private
burial will be held at St. Mary’s
Cemetery in Oakland. Per Mrs.
Waltjen’s request, in lieu of flow-
ers, contributions may be sent to
Shriner’s Hospital, 2425 Stockton
Blvd., Sacramento, CA 95817.

Lila Gail Manning

A memorial service will be held
Saturday for Lila Gail Manning, who
died Dec. 22 in Pleasanton at the age
of 82. The service will be held at 4
p-m. at Centerpointe Presbyterian
Church, 3410 Cornerstone Court.

Mrs. Manning lived virtually all
of her life in Arvada, Colo. before
moving to Pleasanton in 2006 to live
with her niece, Betty Gail Hunt and
her husband, Tim, as well as Gail’s
brother-in-law, Morris Mote. She
outlived 49 cousins, two husbands
and her son, James Anderson and
her only sibling, Eleanor Mote. Mrs.
Manning’s only son, James Anderson
fell victim to Lou Gehrig’s disease
(ALS) when he was 35 and died
six years later. Her husbands, Cliff
Anderson and Dave Manning, also
died prematurely—Jim’s dad Cliff
to cancer and Dave to an accidental
gunshot wound. Her sister, Eleanor
Mote, also died prematurely.

Her mother, Evalina Campbell,
had attended teacher’s college and
taught school before she married.
Mrs. Manning was the first in her

family to attend college and grad-
uate with a degree. She taught
business classes in the Jefferson
County (Colorado) school district
at the high school level for more
than 25 years until she retired in
1986. She led the Future Business
Leaders of America chapter at the
high schools and helped establish
chapters at other schools.

She was a longtime member of
the United Methodist Church in
Arvada. After retiring, she traveled
widely, but particularly loved spend-
ing time in Lauai Beach, Poipu
on the Hawaiian island of Kauai.
She enjoyed attending the perform-
ing arts in Arvada and downtown
Denver. She was a docent at the
Arvada History Museum and at the
performing arts center there.

One of her “travel buddies,”
Donna Staley, met Mrs. Manning
when they were both teaching busi-
ness and remained a close friend.
They traveled together from 1973
to 2006 when Mrs. Manning moved
to California. During her retirement
years, Mrs. Manning volunteered
to tutor elementary students in
math and reading. She was active
with the Jefferson County Retired
Teachers Association and prepared
the monthly newsletter for many
years.

She met regularly with a group of
fellow Arvada students with whom
she attended school and gradu-
ated from high school. They set up

Engagements

Jennifer Hall Schwartz
& James Arthur Bjork

Samantha, Katy, Benjamin and
Jacob Schwartz and June, James
and Jessa Bjork are pleased to
announce the engagement of their
parents, Jennifer Hall Schwartz
and James Arthur Bjork, both resi-
dents of Duluth, Minn.

Jennifer is the daughter of
Marvel and Bob Hall, formerly of
Altoona and Mitchellville, Iowa.
Jim is the son of Linda Kelly of
Pleasanton and G. L. Bjork of
Arizona.

Jennifer is employed by
Northern Lights Elementary
School in Superior, Wis., where
she teaches first grade. James, a
1981 graduate of Foothill High

School, is employed as assistant
scientist with the Kendall Wallace
Toxicology Lab at the University
of Minnesota.

Following their Feb. 21 wed-
ding at Bayfront Family Center in
Duluth, the blended families will
make their home in Duluth.

Jory Ryan &
Luke Peterson

Luke David Peterson, a Pleasanton
native and the son of David and
Rebecca Peterson, is engaged to
marry Jory Micah Ryan, daughter of
Kevin and April Ryan of Washington,
Pa. on Feb. 15 at Oglebay Resort in
Wheeling, W. Va.

The two met at graduate school
at Regent University in Virginia
Beach, Va.

Luke recently graduated with an
MA in public administration and
Jory is currently working on her
MA in Christian doctrine and his-
tory.

Luke graduated from Amador
Valley High School in 2001 and
received his undergraduate degree
from Biola University in 2005. He
is employed as a housing coordi-
nator for Green County, Pa.

Jory graduated from Washington
High School in 2002 and received
her undergraduate degree from
Southwestern Assemblies of God
University in 2006.

The couple lives in Washington,
Pa. and will honeymoon in the
Dominican Republic.

Luke Peterson and Jory Ryan

Deaths, Weddings and Births
are a free editorial service.
Information should be submitted,
typewritten or emailed no later
than Monday at 5 p.m. Send to:

Transitions

Pleasanton Weekly

5506 Sunol Blvd., Ste. 100
Pleasanton, CA 94566

Or fax: (925) 600-9559

Or e-mail:
editor@PleasantonWeekly.
com (subject: Transitions)

Please include a contact name
and telephone number. Not
responsible for lost photos.
Information how to send a
photo digitally can be found on
the Weekly’s website: www.
PleasantonWeekly.com.

The Weekly reserves the right to
edit information for space and
format considerations.

reunions for more than 60 years.

After moving to Pleasanton, she
attended Centerpointe Presbyterian
Church.

The family thanks Betty Gail
and Tim Hunt and Morris Mote for
sharing their home and the teams at
Senior Support (Jodie Landsittel)
in Pleasanton and Hope Hospice
(Jeanie Olivero) in Dublin.

In Colorado, Mrs. Manning is
survived by many nieces and neph-

Amador Valley
Optometric

Complete eyecare for men,
women, teens, & children

We “Care” For your
eyes For Now and
For your Future!

=

Convenient Weekday

& Evening Hours
¢ Trend Styled Eyewear
¢ No-Line Progressive Lenses
e Computer eyewear

e Complete contact lens care,
including Orthokeratology
(nearsightedness reduction)

e Laser Vision Care

e Dry Eye Treatment and
Management

N

Most Vision Plans
Accepted

Medicare Assignment
Accepted

Keep Your Eyecare Local!

Serving Pleasanton
for more than 25 years

Dr. Barry C. Winston

Faculty, UC Berkeley
School of Optometry

Board Certified
in the Treatment
of Ocular Disease

Black Avenue
Professional Offices
4450-C Black Avenue,

Pleasanton

925.462.2600

off Santa Rita Road behind
Lynne Wood Methodist Church

Check out

\ ot

every day

ews of her husband, Dave Manning,
and many cousins, sons and daugh-
ters of her first cousins. In the Bay
Area, she is survived by her nieces,
Glenna Mote of Point Richmond,
Betty Gail Hunt of Pleasanton,
Nora Mote of Montara and Sally
Mote-Yaffe of Livermore.

The family prefers contributions
in her memory to Hope Hospice,
6500 Dublin Blvd., Ste. 100,
Dublin, CA 94568-3151.

ADVERTISEMENT

Pleasanton
Real Estate News

by
Gerarda
Stocking

WHEN TO BUY?

Financial advisors in our news-
papers and magazines love to write
about this subject, suggesting that we
buy when sellers are willing to negoti-
ate, when interest rates are low, when
others are buying, etc., etc.

The reality is that there is no ideal
time—in the abstract—to buy your
home. The best time to buy is when
you can afford to buy, and need to
buy a home that suits the needs of
your household, and have found the
right home to fulfill your needs and
wishes.

It’s true that we've seen home
prices skyrocket in certain years, and
that people who bought when home
prices reached their peak weren’t al-
ways pleased with the results. But the
problem didn't reside in the home,
nor did problems show up in the real
estate deals, nor even position of the
stars in the heavens. The problem
showed up when people bought
more than they could afford to buy,
particularly when they used a mort-
gage loan they didn’t understand and
found, months after the deal closed,
that the monthly payment started to
rise insidiously.

There may be no better time to
buy than that magical moment when
very few people think they should,
and interest rates are low, and the
market is coming into recovery. But
that is a moving target, very hard
to hit. A good home at a fair price
with financing that fits the buyers’
profile—that is surely the defini-
tion of a good deal for a buyer. For
assistance call Gerarda Stocking at
846-4000 or visit her website at www.
gerardastocking.com

Gerarda Stocking is the Owner/Broker
of Stocking Realty.
|
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Calendar

Author Visits

Century House Poetry Readings
Century House hosts ongoing poetry
readings from 1-3 p.m., one Sunday
during even numbered months, year-
round, at the Century House, 2401
Santa Rita Rd. Cost is $5. The Feb.

1 reading will feature Sam Pierstorff,
the Modesto Poet Laureate. For infor-
mation, call 931-5350 or visit www.
civicartsliteracy.org.

Classes

‘Co-Parenting’ Pleasanton Unified
School District and Amador Valley
Adult and Community Education
presents “Co-Parenting, Living Apart-
Parenting Together” from 7-9 p.m.,
Thursdays, Feb. 5-March 26 and

April 2-June 4, at Pleasanton Middle
School, Room 801, 5001 Case Ave.
These classes are free, but registration
is required by calling 426-4280.

Kaplan’s ACT/SAT Workshop
Pleasanton Public Library is hosting
Kaplans ACT/SAT combo test free

from 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Saturday, Jan.
31, at the library, 400 Old Bernal Ave.
Register at www.kaptest.com/prac-
ticetest.

Quest for Excellence Series Tri-
Valley Conservancy and Livermore
Valley Winegrowers Association will
host an education series for wine
growers from 5:30-8 p.m., Tuesday,
Feb. 10, at the Robert Livermore
Community Center, 4444 East Ave.
Cost is $10. Reservations are required
by visiting www.lvwine.org by Feb. 6.

Clubs

AAUW Educational Foundation
Lunch Sister Pat Davis, Executive
Director of Learning and Loving
Education Center, and recipient of an
AAUW 2007-08 Community Action
Grant, will speak at the Tri-Branch
Educational Foundation Lunch at
11:30 a.m., Saturday, Feb. 7, at
Sunol Valley Golf Club, 6900 Mission
Rd. Cost is $32, including lunch.
Reservations are required; call Anne at
454-1763.

Under New Ownership

LIVERMORE

J&R SPORTS SUPRLY LLo

BUY e SEl""s"TRADE ¢ CONSIGNMENT

e Ammunition e Optics
¢ Reloading e Knives
e HSC Provider e Firearms

DISCOUNT

PRICES

J & R SPORTS SUPPLY LLC

Present This Coupon

And Get 10% OFF
Accessories

Expires 2/28/09

OPEN M-F: 10-6 SAT/SUN: 10-3 VISA

925-443-9691 ¢ ToLL FREE 877-937-4668
2558-B Old First Street, Livermore

SMOG INSPECTION

with

5)&‘$45+ $8.25 CERT.\coupon

Harry’s Auto Repair
Test and Repair

925-462-3237

|

1

|

1

|

: We can smog any vehicle!
I * Test Only

I * Gross Polluters

I * Change of Ownership

I * Bi-annual

1
|
1
|

No Appointments Necessary!
Mon-Fri 8-4pm
183-A Wyoming St., Pleasanton
— Gold Shield Station —
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Tri-Valley Chapter of the National
Federation of the Blind This club will
meet from 1-3 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 7,
at Valley Memorial Hospital, Cafeteria
Room 2, 1111 East Stanley Blvd.,
Livermore. The organization can help
people to adjust. Any visually impaired
or blind person is urged to attend. Call
Carl at 449-9362.

Women’s Council of Realtors This
group meets from 11:15 a.m.-1:30
p.m., on the second Tuesday of every
month, at the Radisson Hotel, 6680
Regional St., Dublin. Networking is
from 11:15-11:45 then the meeting is
from 11:45-1:30. Key note speakers
are at every mesting. Cost is $25 for
members with reservations; $30 for
guests, including lunch. Call 455-7000.

Concerts

34th Annual Campana Jazz Festival
Annual all-day educational jazz festival
featuring 43 ensembles, 25 schools
and over 800 students from 8 a.m.-7
p.m., Saturday, Feb. 14, at Amador
Valley High School, 1155 Santa Rita
Rd. Admission is $6; children under

5 years old are free. Call 426-7223 or
visit www.amadorband.org.

AVHS Invitational Winter Guard
Show Forty teams will compete in a
dual competition of Winter Percussion
and Winter Guard performances from
5:30-10 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 7, at
Amador Valley High School, 1155
Santa Rita Rd. Admission is $10 for
adults; $8 for students and seniors;
children under 5 years old are free.
Visit www.amadorband.org.

Broadway Chorus Registration The
Broadway Chorus is looking for new,
enthusiastic singers. Come and sing
from 6-8 p.m., Sundays, until March
8, at 5200 Case St. Prior musical
experience is not necessary and audi-
tions are not required. Cost is $50.
Call 462-2121 or visit www.broadway-
chorus.org. Registration Sunday, Feb.
8 at 5200 Case St. Pleasanton.

Events

Artists at Work Grab your artsy
buddies and head over to Deer
Ridge Vineyards for the Artists At
Work Weekend from 1-4 p.m.,
Saturday-Sunday, Feb. 7-8, at 1828
Wetmore Rd., Livermore. Local art-
ists will demonstrate their craft while
you taste wine. Admission is free.
Call (866) 561-0838.

Barrel Tasting Get a taste of the
future by sampling un-released wines
right from the barrel from noon-5

p.m., Saturday-Monday, Feb. 14-16,
at Fenestra Winery, 83 Vallecitos Rd.,
Livermore. Winemaker Brent Amos
and owner Lanny Replogle will share
interesting tid-bits and facts. This event

is free. Call (800) 789-WINE (789-9463)
or visit www.fenestrawinery.com.

Carden West School Open House
Carden West School will host an Open
House during current open enrollment
for the 2009-2010 school year from
6:30-8 p.m., Wednesday, Feb. 11, at
Carden West, 4576 Willow Rd. Parents
of prospective students may also tour
the school any Wednesday or Saturday
morning from 10 a.m.-noon; elemen-
tary students may choose to spend

a day at school. Advance notice is
requested by calling 463-6060.

Resource Conservation Plan Tri-
Valley Conservancy will host a presen-
tation on the Draft North Livermore
Resource Conservation Plan from
7-8:30 p.m., Thursday, Feb. 5, at the
Robert Livermore Community Center,
Cresta Blanca Room, North, 4444
East Ave. Reservations are required;
call 449-8706.

Thomas Coyne Winter Open House
This winery plans to release four excit-
ing new wines and will host an Open
House from noon-5 p.m., Saturday-
Monday, Feb. 14-16, at the Historical
Tasting Room, 51 East Vallecitos Rd.,
Livermore. Bottle your own wine; your
bottle for $4.50 or ours for $5. Call
373-6541.

Truffles, Tidbits and Wine Tasting
Pleasanton Downtown Association
presents “Truffles, Tidbits and Wine
Tasting” from 6-9 p.m., Thursday,
Feb. 5, in downtown Pleasanton. Call
484-2199.

Fundraisers

14th Hats Off America Run and
Walk On February 7, join Sparky
George at the 14th annual Hats Off
American Run and Walk from 10 a.m.-4
p.m., Saturday, Feb. 7, at Sycamore
Valley Park, 1211 Holbrook Dr., Danville.
Cost is $35. Proceeds benefit Gold Star
Military families. Call 855-1950.

Bingo Bash lItalian Catholic
Federation Branch #285 will host a
Bingo Bash at 7 p.m., Friday, Feb.
20, at St. Michael’s Parish Hall, 372
Maple St., Livermore. Cost is $10 per
person, including one bingo packet
for 10 games. Proceeds benefit
Children’s Hospital-Oakland, Cooley
Anemia Research and Tri-Valley
Scholarship. Reservations are due
by Feb. 17; call Rose at 846-4227 or
Helen at 462-3798.

Book Locker Books Fundraiser
BookLockerBooks.com sponsors sev-
eral local charities including Amador
Valley High School. During January
from 3-7 p.m., Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday and Saturday, if you order

a pizza from You-Be’s Pizza, 6280 W.
Las Positas Blvd., Suite C, 20% of
your purchase will go to the school.
Visit www.booklockerbooks.com or

CROSSFIT
PLEASANTON

NnNeed training partners?

025-353-4894

Www.CrossFfitpleasanton.com

2 For 1 membership

call You-Be’s at 462-3500.

Claws for Paws Crab Feast Join
Tri-Valley Animal Rescue from 6 to 10
p.m. Feb. 7 for all-you-can-eat crab
dinner with a no host bar. The event
includes a live and silent auction as
well as a cash drawing raffle. Tickets
are $45 by Jan. 17 or $50. Call 323-
8517 or visit www.tvar.org.

Health

Minimally Invasive Treatments

for Varicose Veins Free Seminar
Soohyun Kim, M.D, will discuss surgi-
cal and non-surgical treatments for
varicose veins, and how to reduce

pain and discomfort from 7:30-8:30
p.m., Tuesday, Feb. 3, at San Ramon
Regional Medical Center, south building
conference room, 7777 Norris Canyon
Rd. This event is free. Call 275-8230.

Pet Nutrition If you truly love your
pet, then you will take another look

at what you feed them. Come to a
free seminar by Cynthia Easton, DVM,
from 6-7:30 p.m., Tuesday, Feb. 10, at
Bishop Ranch Veterinary Center, 2000
Bishop Dr., San Ramon. Learn how
proper diet for your pet can help pre-
vent diabetes, cancer, obesity, kidney
disease and more. Call 866-8387.

Take Charge of Your Health Do you
know how to properly take the medi-
cation the doctor prescribed for you?
Pleasanton Senior Center will host a
series of four free classes from 1-2
p.m., every Wednesday, Feb. 4-25, at
5353 Sunol Blvd. Call 931-5379.

Holiday

Tu B’Shvat Seder Tri-Valley Cultural
Jews will host a Tu B’Shvat seder and
potluck lunch from 11:30 a.m.-1:30
p.m., Sunday, Feb. 8, at Bothwell
Center, 2466 8th St., Livermore. Guest
speaker will be environmental educator
David Darlington. Cost is $5 for non-
members; free for members. Bring a
dish for eight to share. Call 485-1049.

Kids & Teens

Preschool Open Registration
Sonshine Preschool will have open
registration for the 2009-10 school year
at 7. a.m., Wednesday, Feb. 11, at the
school, 1225 Hopyard Rd. Forms will
be available and there will be a non-
refundable registration fee required. For
more information, call 417-8411.

Seal Team Club If you have a child
8 to 12 years old who is interested in
scuba diving, then come to a meeting
from 7-9 p.m., Thursday, Feb. 5, at
Dive N Trips, 1032 Serpentine Lane,
Suite 108. Kids will scuba dive in the
pool and will conduct AquaMissions
each month. Cost varies. Call 462-
7234 or visit www.diventrips.com.

Lectures/
Workshops

Carl Wilkens Speaking Engagement
Amador High School’s STAND Club
(formerly Amnesty International) will
host guest speaker Carl Wilkens at 7
p.m., Friday, Feb. 5, at Harvest Park
Middle School Multi-Purpose Room,
4900 Valley Ave. Wilkens was the only
American to remain in Rwanda during
the 1994 genocide. This event is free.
Call 461-6100.

Distinguish Yourself: How to Stand
Out in a Tight Job Market \Whether
you are actively searching for your next
opportunity or want to be more to be
prepared for your next career move,
this is the program for you and will
meet from 7:30-9 a.m., Wednesday,
Feb. 11, at ADP, 4125 Hopyard Rd.,
Pleasanton. Cost is $35 for NCHRA
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members; $55 for non-members. Call
(415) 491-1992 or visit www.nchra.org.

Science on Saturday Lawrence
Livermore National Laboratory will host
its popular lecture series “Science

on Saturday” at 9:30 a.m. and 11:15
a.m., Saturdays, until Feb. 28, at

the Bankhead Theater, 2400 First

St., Livermore. Future presentations
include “Order From Chaos” on Feb.
7; “Advoiding Armageddon: Diverting
Asteriods With Nuclear Explosives”

on Feb. 14; “Star Power on Earth:
The Path to a Limitless Clean Energy
Future” on Feb. 21; and “It's a Breeze:
Using the Wind to Power Our Future”
on Feb. 28. Admission is free and is
limited on a first-come, first-served
basis. Call 422-5059.

Live Music

Wicker Vault at Bosco’s Come on
out for an evening of classic rock and
other listening and dancing favorites
from 8 p.m.-midnight, Friday, Jan.
30, at the Saloon at Bosco’s Bones
and Brew, 11922 Main St., Sunol.
Admission is free. Call 862-0821.

Miscellaneous

Blood Drives American Red Cross
will host blood drives from 8:30
a.m.-1:30 p.m., Wednesday, Feb. 4,
at Safeway, Employee Gym, 5858
Stoneridge Mall Rd and from 1-7
p.m., Friday, Feb. 13, at the Livermore
Community Center, 4444 East Ave.
For an appointment, call (800) 448-
3543 or visit www.beadonor.com.

Political Notes

Tri-Valley Republican Women
Meeting This club will host humani-
tarian relief worker, Mike Jarchow, of
The Cuba AIDS Project, at 6:30 p.m.,
Thursday, Feb. 12, at Frankie, Johnnie
and Luigi Too Restaurant 11891
Dublin Bivd., Dublin. Cost is $26 for
members; $30 for non-members.
Reservations are required by Feb. 8.
Call 846-5944.

Recreation

Family Hiking Club Come join the
hiking club as it explores the many
hidden trails to be discovered in
Pleasanton at 10 a.m., Saturday,

Feb. 7, meeting at Kottinger Creek.
Learn about the plants and animals
that share the area. Cost is $9 for
residents; $12 for non-residents. Bring
water and a camera; wear appropriate
clothes and footwear. Call 931-3483.

Scholarships

Educators’ Scholarship Four scholar-
ships, each worth $1,250, will be offered
to high school graduating seniors

and college students. Requirements

are applicants must be residents in

Pleasanton, Livermore, Dublin or Sunol
who are planning a career in education;
must be planning to attend college in
the fall of 2009; and college applicants
must be sophomores who will continue
as Juniors in the fall of 2009. Deadline
for applications is March 6. Call 443-
6097 or visit www.tvrt.info.

Seniors

Nintendo Wii for Seniors Pleasanton
Senior Center will host a Wii Kickoff
Party from 3:30-5 p.m., Wednesday,
Feb. 11, at 5353 Sunol Blvd. Games
will include bowling, tennis and base-
pball. This event is free. Training will be
provided by the Amador Valley High's
Leadership class. Call 931-5365.

Preventive Health Screening & Care
Learn about the recommended health
screenings; when and how often we
need them; preventive measures you
can take to avoid major illness; and
how to navigate the maze of vitamins,
minerals, and supplements. Class is
Feb. 10 at the senior center, 5353
Sunol Blvd. Fee is $1.50 for residents
or $2 for non-residents. Call 931-5365.

Spiritual

‘The Third Jesus’ Sermon Series
Rev. Steve Maynard of Tri-Valley Unity
Church will apply concepts from Dr.
Deepak Chopra’s book, “The Third
Jesus” in his Sunday morning talks

at 10 a.m., Sundays, at the Dublin
Radisson, 6680 Regional St. Ongoing
classes and groups are available. Call
829-2733 or visit www.trivalleyunity.com.

Compline with Taize Music St.
Clare’s Episcopal Church invites you
to a traditional Compline service with
songs and prayers from the Taize
community at 5:15 p.m., Sunday, Feb.
8, at St. Clare’s Episcopal Church,
3350 Hopyard Rd. End the day with
candlelight, choral song and contem-
plation, then stay for a potluck supper.
This event is free, but donations are
welcome. Call 462-4802 or visit www.
stclarespleasanton.org.

Volunteering

New Literacy Tutor Orientation
Pleasanton Public Library needs literacy
tutors to teach adults to read and write
English. The new tutor training is from
9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 7,
at 400 Old Bernal Ave. Registration is
required; call 931-3411 or e-mail joau-
man@ci.pleasanton.ca.us.

TV30

Tri-Valley Sports Final Tune in as
hosts lan Bartholomew, George “Dr.
B” Baljevich and Dennis Miller provide
up to the minute sports reporting on
Tri-Valley High Schools. Exciting foot-
age and commentary covering bas-
ketball and soccer is on at 9 a.m. and
7 p.m., daily; also, Monday, Friday,
Saturday and Sunday at 10 p.m.

Grades 1-8

Affiliated with:

Hacienda

Child Development Center
for ages 0-6

HACIENDA SCHOOL

Cultivating Astonishing Potential!

2

’

Information Nights:
February 4 and March 5: 4:30 - 5:30

3800 Stoneridge Drive, Pleasanton RSVP: 925-485-5750
www.headsup.org

e

For Over .50 Years,
071114 Assured in Every Step

Hours: M-F 10:30am-5:30pm,

3950-C Valley Ave., Pleasanton

AAA Travel Fair—Dublin/Livermore

Join AAA Travel -
preferred partners.

When:

Hosted by:

Where:

Time:

RSVP:

Sat 10:30am-4pm

Saturday, February 7, 2009
AAA Dublin/Livermore

4460 Tassajara Rd, Suite B
Dublin, CA 94568

11:00 am - 2:00 pm

(925) 479-7884
dublin_travelagency@csaa.com

Exclusive AAA Member benefits*
Day-of-event special savings*
Light refreshments and door prizes

* Restrictions apply.

@~ SDIOUANS

SILMAR

FLOORING

Dublin/Livermore for our Travel Fair.

jCarnival  Ploasant Holidays ClubMed ¥

Residential * Commercial - Hospitality

(925) 846-7600

www.silmarflooring.com

=il =

g Travel

Meet representatives from our

Informative vendor presentations
Non-Members welcome to attend

x
PRINCESS CRUISES TRAFALGAR

CST#1003968-80 Registration as a seller of travel does not constitute approval by the State of California.
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Egyptian education: Jash Vora took the Weekly to the When in Rome, read the Weekly: Jane Kobayashi, who works in the City Clerk’s office for the city
Great Pyramids Of The Ghiza in Cairo, Egypt with his  of Pleasanton, sent us this photo of her and the Weekly near the Fontana del Moro at Piazza

parents and grandparents. Jash especially enjoyed Navona, Rome.
his Egyptian vacation because he had just finished

studying about Ancient Egypt in history at Harvest

Park Middle School.

Graduating the Weekly:
Katie Reilly, Michelle
Jones, Rachel
Mclean, Jason Louie,
Tiffany Louie, Josh
Buck, Katelyn Drumm
and Zac Aufdermaur
pose with the Weekly
in Ensenada, Mexico.
The teens were on a
cruise to Mexico for
their graduation from
Amador Valley High
School.

A Weekly climh: Nick, 9, Alec, 4, and parents Laura and Rob Count Weekly: Daniela Hansell poses with the Weekly at
took the Weekly with them to New Mexico. First, they went to Bran's Castle in Transylvania, Romania, which is known
Bishop's Lodge in Santa Fe, then to a national monument in as Dracula’s Castle, near Brasov. Daniela reports “luckily,
Bandalier. While in Bandalier, they climbed a 140-foot ladder | had all that garlic at lunch to keep Dracula at bay!”

to cave dwellings where Indians lived over 400 years ago.
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Weekly waverunner: Amador Valley High
manages to keep his copy of the Weekl
line wakeboarding with the other on Lak
thinking he must have pretty good visio
such distracting conditions! Chris was :
for their annual summer houseboating t

KE US

We're nearing a decade of your vacation photc

Inside a cage in shark-infested
waters. In the hand of a wakeboarder
on Lake Shasta. With President Barack
Obama (okay, so it’s only a cut-out,
but hey, it’s an A for effort). Those are
just a few of the places the Pleasanton
Weekly has been to in our eighth anni-
versary edition of Take Us Along, seen
here in this spread of some of the best

we’ve received over the past year.

As we near a decade of your vacation
photos, Take Us Along has remained
popular and in fact, the competition
is getting stiffer with readers finding
more creative and imaginative ways
to include their copy of the Weekly on
their trip.

It all started unofficially when for-

Two-wheeling Weekly: Heidi White of Cyclebath bicycle shop downtown sent us this photc
weekly group rides. Can you guess how many wheels are in this photo? Neither can we.



S

School senior Chris Connolly somehow
y dry in one hand while he holds the

e Shasta. It's no easy feat and we're
n—and focus—to be able to read in

t the lake with his and another family
ip.

The Italian Job: Tonni Chandler, a local Realtor, poses with her daughter Courtney (and the
Weekly of course) in Portofino, Italy. Chandler, her daughters and friends Evette and Danielle
Pope traveled for two weeks across northern Italy: Milano, Lake Como, Venice, Siena, San
Gimignano, Castellina, Greve, Pisa, Cinque Terre, Santa Margherita and Portofino. Chandler
adds that the highlight for her girls was a gondola ride in Venice, naturally.

 ALONG

s and as the years pass, you’re upping the ante

mer Police Chief Tim Neal sent us a
snapshot of him, the Weekly and the
Statue of Liberty and eight years later
and a waiting list to boot, you continue
to elicit smiles around our office with
your photos. In fact, we even have
some “return customers” if you will,
and we enjoy recognizing faces of
people we’ve seen around town.

Keep ‘em coming: Send photos to
editor@pleasantonweekly.com, sub-
ject line “Take Us Along,” or mail to
Pleasanton Weekly, 5506 Sunol Blvd.,
Ste. 100, Pleasanton, CA 94566. Any
caption information such as who is in
the photo, where you are and anything
fun you did on your trip is appreciated.
Happy travels!

y of the Cyclepath Pleasanton riding group ready to depart on one of the shop’s free

Lost Weekly: Brandon James traveled with the Weekly
on a school trip to Machu Picchu in Peru. Often
referred to as the “Lost City of the Incas,” it was built
around 1460, but was abandoned as an official site for
Incan rulers a hundred years later, at the time of the

Spanish conquest of the Inca Empire.

Braving Scotland: Robin Brozosky and her friend Shilpa
Girimalji, both from Pleasanton and students at UC Santa
Barbara, brought the Weekly along to Scotland. Here
they are in front of the William Wallace Monument and the
Braveheart statue. The pair spent the fall semester study-
ing abroad in Stirling, Scotland.

Weekly-in-chief: Mary
Jane Casper, Andrea
Ramirez, Angela
Ramirez Holmes,
Peggy Herndon,
Cheryl Cook-Kallio,
Susan Piekarski and
Gloria Dyer share a
copy of the Weekly
with President
Obama (okay, so it
may be just his like-
ness) in Washington,
D.C. during the inau-
guration.

Aruba, Jamaica, ooh | wanna take ya...: Kyle, Janet, Steve
and Troy Bachand took the Weekly along to scenic
Aruba. Here they are at the Natural Bridge.
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Living

t 25, jazz vocalist
Sophie Milman has
toured the world,

won a Juno and sold more
than 100,000 records.
Local audiences
have the opportunity to
catch this star on the rise
when she makes a stop
at the Amador Theater
Feb. 6. Jazz enthusiasts
may be familiar with the
Russian-born singer who emigrated to
Israel then to Canada, where she blossomed into
a glamorous vocalist. Her music has been on the

Get jazzed

Award-winning vocalist Sophie Milman performs at the Amador Theater
Billboard Top 15 in the United States and the

. " f Billboard Top 5 in Canada, as well as the iTunes

p) &/ jazz charts in five different territories.

She recently added a Juno for her most recent
album, “Make Someone Happy,” which won for
best vocal jazz album of 2008. All this praise has
landed her features in Hello!, Q, Jazz Times, Elle
magazine and “Entertainment Tonight,” to name
a few.

Rob Vogt, Amador Theater supervisor, said it
was Milman’s rich tone that impressed him about
a year and a half ago, when she performed at
Yoshi’s in Oakland.

“She does an American songbook,” he said.
“She has a really rich, mellow sound and is very
engaging with the audience.”

Adding her to the Civic Arts season lineup is
part of a future goal of expanded jazz offerings.

“We’re trying to develop our jazz program in
preparation for the Firehouse Arts Center,” Vogt
added. “There we hope to have a full series of
jazz programs.”

In the past few years, Civic Arts has offered one
or two jazz music events in a season. Following
Milman’s performance will be the Brubeck
Brothers Quartet at 8 p.m. Feb. 13, which leads
into the Campana Jazz Festival on Feb. 14.

Milman’s Pleasanton debut will begin at 8 p.m.
Feb. 6 at the Amador Theater, located at 1155
Santa Rita Road. Tickets are $20, $25 and $30
and may be purchased at www.civicartstickets.
org up to three hours prior to the performance,
by phone at 931-3444 or in person at the Amador
Theater box office, open from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Monday through Friday and two hours prior to
the performance.

Hear a sampling of Milman’s work at www.
myspace.com/sophiemilman. =

Make it a date night

Don’t forget the kids! While parents can enjoy
the Sophie Milman Concert, kids can look for-
ward to rocking out at the Kids Create a Night of
Musical Fun.

Drop off the little ones, first through fifth-
graders, and they will be in for a night of music
food and games.

Mark Duncanson, recreation program special-
ist for the city of Pleasanton, said the night will
be akin to “School of Rock.” There will be a
sing-along, high school musicians, a drum set,
karaoke—basically it will be a night devoid of
silence.

“It’s going to be a good night of silly fun,” he
said.

Parents can drop kids off at the Amador

o)
s Recreation Center before Sophie Milman takes
z the stage.
= @ For more information about Civic Arts pro-
Sophie Milman is a 25-year-old up-and-coming jazz vocalist. She will be performing at the Amador Theater Feb. 6. grams, visit www. www.pleasantoncivicarts.org.
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Waltz with Bashir
2. 9.0.8.¢

Rated: R for some disturbing images of
atrocities, strong violence, brief nudity
and a scene of graphic sexual content
In Hebrew with English subtitles

1 hour, 27 minutes

Israeli writer-director Ari Folman has created a fas-
cinating, haunting animated feature about the shock-
and-awe inflicted on the human psyche by the horrors
of war. The 2008 Cannes Film Festival hit and Israel’s
official submission to the foreign-language category
of the 81st Academy Awards unspools like a fever
dream—in hallucinatory images and vivid hues—that
can't be shaken from waking life. Folman joins arms
with the great anti-war filmakers of cinema history to
pronounce that war is hell.

And animation isn’t just for kids anymore.

A pack of snarling black dogs, yellow eyes glaring,
bounds towards the camera like beasts from hell—an
opening image that conveys the recurring nightmare
of a former Israeli soldier who recounts the frighten-
ing dream to Folman, in a bar, in the middle of the
night. The army buddies conclude that the persistent
nightmare must be connected to their Lebanon War
experience. Since Folman seems to have repressed
his own memories of the 1982 invasion, he sets out
to discover the truth by talking with other veterans
who had served with him.

The eight eyewitnesses chase the ghosts of mem-
ory, adding to the steadily growing flow of information
about the attack on Beirut and subsequent Sabra
and Shatila refugee camp massacres committed by
the Lebanese Christian Phalangists. Are the accounts
reportage or fantasy? Sociological expose or psycho-
sis? One of the many layers of the film addresses the
timeless question: What is truth?

Rarely does a movie raise so many complex issues
in such a short time. The only female in a major role,

RocknRolla
Warner DVD

1 hour, 54 minutes
Director: Guy Ritchie

Once upon a time, before he was Mr. Madonna,
director Guy Ritchie was known for making hyper-
bolic, independent-minded British gangster movies
that were equal parts MTV-styled action laced with
cockney comedy. With Ritchie’s latest, “RocknRolla,”
it feels like the reawakening of a comatose man who
has been out of touch for so long his manners,
although skewed, are something of a comfort to
those who still harbor fond memories. The movie
has all the familiar ingredients of the Ritchie oeu-
vre—a complex heist, double-and-triple crosses,
evil gangsters and cryptic, London street dialog—
but there’s an underlying feeling of exhaustion at its
heart, as if the writer-director knew what he had to
do, but the thrill had gone. Despite its indifference,
“RocknRolla” still has a chirpy impudence that will
make Ritchie fans not so much happy, but more
contented that he’s still remembers what we liked
best about his movies.

Guy Ritchie announced himself, loudly, with 1998’s
“Lock Stock and Two Smoking Barrels,” whose senti-
ments were more of a summation of sleek Brit-styles
that had been evolving throughout the nineties. With
the help of Sting and his wife, Ritchie made a very
small budgeted movie a huge hit in England and a
cult classic in the United States, while introducing
both Jason Stratham and Vinne Jones to us. It was
2000’s “Snatch,” however, that really sealed Ritchie’s
resume; it was “Lock Stock” redux, with a bigger
budget, a tighter scrip, and a realized feeling of
cheeky anarchy, a feeling that gave fans a glimpse of
what fun may come. That fun was sapped, however,
mysteriously coinciding with his marriage to a cer-
tain mega-popstar, where fare like Ritchie’s “Swept
Away” (2003) made the superstitious believe that he

Ready to Rent

was under an evil curse.

Professor Zahava Solomon (voiced by herself), brings
psychological expertise to the philosophical intro-
spection about truth and memory. The post-traumatic
stress expert discusses the disassociative disorder
that protected the psyches of the Israeli soldiers but
also blinded them, making them complicit in the killing
of Palestinian civilians. Representing Israel’s collective
amnesia, Folman and his friends must sift through
their memory banks of historical fact and fancy to
acknowledge their wartime roles and reclaim their
lives.

Truth may be elusive, but palpable are the 20-plus
years of post-traumatic stress and pain suffered
by Boaz Rein Buskila (acted and voiced by Mickey
Leon), Ori Sivan (himself), Roni Dayg (himself), Carmi
Cnaa’n (acted and voiced by Yehezkel Lazarov),
Shmuel Frenkel (himself), Ron Ben Yisahi (himself),
Dror Harzi (himself) and Folman (himself). Their inter-
views are illustrated in simple, stark images that give
way to the stylized flashbacks of their memories.
The different animation styles separate current reality
from the remembered past, as the former soldiers
dredge up dreadful recollections.

A key scene gives the film its title and political con-
text. As though in a trance, Frenkel grabs a machine
gun and rushes into a street, dancing amidst the
gunfire while crazily firing his weapon. The poster
of Bashir Gemayel, the Lebanese president whose
assassination triggered the loyalist Phalangist mili-
tia’s anti-Muslim attacks, looms over the Israeli sol-
dier’s insane behavior.

But dodging bullets, while spraying gunfire every-
where, is not dancing. Instead of madly waltzing with
Bashir, Folman urges individuals and nations to stop
gliding into warfare and say “never again” —not in
three-quarter’s time but for all time.

Don’t miss one of the most powerful, thought-
provoking movies of the year.

—Susan Tavernetti

“RocknRolla” feels like
that curse has been lifted,
but not without its price.

[t is another mega-
popstar, Johnny Quid
(appropriately daffy Toby
Kebbell), whose associ-
ates may believe he’s har-
boring a curse as well,
as that all who come in
contact with him appear
doomed. Johnny has
been missing, believed
murdered by his gangster-
father Lenny Cole (a dastardly Tom Wilkinson), who’s
also trying to do some shady business with Russian
businessman Uri (Karel Roden). Lenny, however, is
also attempting to double-cross Uri—selling land
to him which Lenny (unbeknownst to Uri) already
owns. To make things even more complicated, Uri’'s
lawyer Stella (Thandie Newton) also is scamming
Uri, employing a gang headed by One-Two (Gerard
“Freedom!” Butler) to steal Uri's down payments to
Lenny. Meanwhile, Johnny is very much alive, surviv-
ing on drugs and rock ‘n’ roll in a dilapidated flat, and
whose exile takes on a new dimension when a price-
less painting owned by Uri winds up in his arms.

What works in “RocknRolla” is the movie’s willing-
ness to take its time, albeit at the expense of our
attention. The plot is complex, but Ritchie makes
it fun to unravel while providing some throwaway
scenes to keep us entertained. While there are
some strong actors here, it is Kebbell’s Johnny that
charges the screen every time he’s on. With his
gaunt frame and stylized street bard, Johnny is a
hellion, although a moldy one, and Kebbell plays him
as a strung out Hamlet in a purgatory of glam.

—Joe Ramirez

Concert pianist opens
arts, music academy

Classes offered in piano, voice, guitar, music theory

Pleasanton is now the home of
Inspire Academy of Music and Arts.
Founded by award-winning con-
cert pianist and Pleasanton resident
Tamriko Siprashvili, it offers group  “Music for Little
and private lessons in piano, guitar, Mozarts” curricu-
voice and advanced placement music ~ lum.
theory. Opening Jan. 19, the acad- To learn more
emy is still accepting students for the  about Inspire
winter/spring semester. Academy of

Joining Siprashvili, a Steingway Music and Arts,
Artist who has performed in con- call 461-3266

Classes are available for all ages,
including group piano lessons for
children ages 4 to
6 following the

certs around the world, are voice or visit www. Tamriko
teacher Sarah Franklin, classical inspiremusica- Siprashvili
guitarist Ben Barron, and piano cademy.com.

teachers Debbie Boyden, Danielle —Emily West

Naler and Victoria Ball.

-
Stererma grrr————— _— — -
-

Rock out with The Sippy Cups

Family rock band The Sippy Cups will be the fourth and final
show in the Civic Arts SaturYAY! series. The 11 a.m. matinee Feb. 7
at the Amador Theater, 1155 Santa Rita Road, is a family show pro-
moting wholesome principles. It also features a circus performer
and large-scale puppets.

Tickets are $10, $14 and $18 for adults and $6, $10 and $14 for
children. Purchase them at www.civicartstickets.org, by calling
931-3444 or in person at the Amador Theater box office.

ST T

= Tlag

”WHy sell now when the market is down?”’

REFINANCE instead to a low
30 year fixed rate at *5.25%
(5.48% APR) fixed rate loan.

This equates to a payment as follows
if your loan amount is:
$100K = $552/month
$200K = $1,104/month
$300K = $1,657/month
$400K = $2,209/month

CALL ME FOR A 925.398.0211
FREE QUOTE TODAY! marylou.edwards@comcast.net

*Rates are subject fo change without prior nofice. Rate applies fo those with 25% equity, 740 wredit scores, 2 years qualified employment, etc. Payments
above do not include property tax and insurance. Those who are purchasing or with less than perfect credit, we have all types of programs for you.
California Real Estate Broker License # 01050210.
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ON THE TOWN

Bridges

44 Church St., Danville, 820-7200.
Executive Chef Kevin Gin interprets
California-American cuisine with
European and Asian influences with
expansive lunch and dinner menus. Add
dessert, wine and cockiails and you
have Bridges’ casual fine dining experi-
ence. Visit www.bridgesdanville.com for
event and private party details.

Eddie Papa’s American
Hangout

4889 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton,
469-6266. Winner of The Pleasanfon
Weekly's Reader Choice Awards for
"Best American Food Restaurant” and
"Best Meal under $20", Eddie Papa's
American Hangout celebrates the
regional food and beverage culiures
of America. Bring the whole family to
enjoy iconic dishes from across the
United States, Old World Hospitality,
and hand crafted arfisan cocktails.

www.eddiepapas.com

Vic’s All Star Kitchen

201 Main St., Pleasanton, (925)
484-0789. Vic's delivers a starry mix
of American food, fast service and

a cheery atmosphere. Owner Vic
Malatesta teamed his love of sports
with his passion for good food to cre-
ate a solid dining experience. Vic's is
open daily 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. Evening
banquets and daytime catering are
available.

BARBECUE

Red Smoke Grill

4501 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton,
734-0307. Home of the Tri Tip and
Blue, Red Smoke Grill was Voted
Reader's Choice Best 2006, 2007,
2008. Dine in or take out rotisserie
chicken, ribs, prawns, salads and tri
fip, or pulled pork sandwiches. Relax
with a beer or a bottle of wine. Visit
www.redsmokegrill.com.

By !J{!{'E’ftfl}ié’ }E' (f&!y

Jebruary, 17th
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AUTHENTIC
HOME-STYLE ITALIAN
REGIONAL CUISINE
WITH A REFINED
FLAIR

0)
s

euicing itallana

270-0500 - 425-0099
680 Main St.
Downtown Pleasanton

amaronepleasanton.com

BLUE AGAVE CLUB " Z

“alta cocina mexicana”

625 Main Street ® Downtown Pleasanton

Reservations: 925.417.1224 www.b!ueagavec]ub.com

NEW - S20 Three-Course Dinner Menu*
(available Tues-Thurs, & Sun only)

NEW - On-Line Reservations Now Available
Visit our website at www.blueagaveclub.com

or www.opentable.com

NEW - Lunch Specials starting at $7*

NEW - Kids Eat Free*
(with the purchase of one Adult Entree per child,
eat-in only)

*See our website for terms and conditions

Casual Lunches—Fine Dining
Award-Winning Margaritas over 200 Premium Tequilas

BREWPUB/ALEHOUSE

The Hop Yard American
Alehouse and Grill

3015H Hopyard Road, Pleasanton,
4269600. Voted Best Watering Hole
in Pleasanton, The Hop Yard offers
30 craft beers on tap as well as great
food. The full-service menu includes
appetizers, salads and grilled fare that
will bring you back time and again.
Banquet facilities available. On the
web at www.hopyard.com.

470 Market Place, San Ramon, 277-
9600. Featuring a giant 8-foof projec-
tion screen for major sporting events,
they also feature 30 beers on tap
and a great grill. Go in for the beer,
go back for the food. More at www.
hopyard.com.

Fontina’s Catering
349 Main St., Downtown Pleasanton,

4629299. Fontina Ristorante’s award-
winning menu can now be delivered to
your home or office. Our lunch and din-
ner specidliies feature homemade soups
and pastas, premium seafood and meats,
and a vegefarian menu. Now accepting
reservations for holiday parties.

Chinese Szechuan

3059 Hopyard Road #G, Pleasanton,
846-5251. Chinese Szechuan is
Pleasanton’s bestloved Chinese res-
taurant. Family owned and run since
1987, it has friendly service, delicious
food and great prices, including lunch
specials and carry-out. A banquet room
is available.

Panda Mandarin Cuisine

30 W. Angela St,, Pleasanton, 484-
4880. Panda offers several delicious
specials using fresh ingredients and
spices that make fradifional northern
Chinese cuisine such a delight. Open

for lunch Monday through Friday, din-
ner Monday through Saturday, closed
Sunday. A private banquet room is avail-
able. Visit www.pandapleasanton.com.

Barone’s

475 St. John St., Pleasanton, 426-
0987. Pleasanton’s most romantic
confinental cuisine restaurant features
innovative pasta, seafood and meat
entrees, outdoor dining, and a full bar.
Barone's is open for dinner seven nights
and lunch Monday through Friday, with
live music on Friday and Saturday eve-
nings. Ask about our banquet facilities
and special events.

MEDITERRANEAN

Oasis Grille

780 Main St., Pleasanton, 417-8438.
Visit downtown Pleasanton’s exotic din-
ing destination. Oasis features kabobs,
rice and vegetarian dishes, to name a
few. Check out our updated wine and

5o/ BREAKFAST & LUNCH

7 Days a Week 7am-2pm
Banquet/Catering Available

Voted Best Breakfast!

.
Wine Makers
Dinner a (D lt e
Feb 24th. at 6:00pm g | D, ST Y AMERICAN ALEHOUSE & GRILL
5 course meal pairing AR AL

with wines from Wente Best Italian Restaurant!

Vineyards. Call for

reservations.

Come In for the Beer,

Open for Lunch and Dinner
15% discount - Lunch Only

one coupon per table limited to 6 guests.

3037-G Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton (At Valley Ave in Hopyard Village)

925-485-4500

www.LaViteRestaurant.com

Come Back for the Food

Join us for the
"Beer Drinker
Bailout Hour!"

$1.50 Off

ALL Beers!
Sun-Thurs 4pm to 5pm

SUPER
BOWL
PARTY!

* Tailgate
From12:30-2:30
* Fun ¢ Food

* Specials

g ASANG,
il ¢ Pleasanton

(925) 426-9600

3015-H Hopyard Road
www.hopyard.com

MAIN 5T BREWERY

PLEASANTON’S ONLY BREW-PUB!

LIVE MUSIC...Every Friday & Saturday
462-8218 ¢ 830 Main St. * www.mainstbrewery.com
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exofic cocktail menus. We also cater!
Visit www.QasisGrille.com.

Amarone Ristorante

680 Main St, Downtown Pleasanton,
270:0500. Cucina Italianal Freshly pre-
pared authentic ltalian specials on a full
course menu that changes often! A spe-
cial Vegetarian and Vegan menu also.
Owner Matteo Pasotio is from Verona
and he wanted to name his restaurant
after the famous Amarone wines from
the Valpolicella region. Amarone is @
very peculiar wine, not easy to produce.
The final result is a very ripe, bigbodied
wine with very little acid. Come and
experience unique dining af Amarone
Ristorante. Buon Appetito!
www.amaronepleasanton.com

Fontina Ristorante

349 Main St Pleasanton, 462-9299. This
popular downtown restaurant gefs rave
reviews from both locals and visitors. Fontina

offers a changing, seasonal menu and daily
specials—including homemade soups, pas-
tas, seafood, chicken and veal—served in a
comfortably elegant aimosphere. We have
indoor and outdoor seating. Join us for
Saturday and Sunday champagne brunch.

La Vite Ristorante

3037-G Hopyard Road, Pleasanton,
485-4500. La Vite Ristorante was rated
"A" by the Conira Costa Times restau-
rant critic and voted the best ltalian res-
taurant by the readers of the Tri-Valley
Herald. We're located off the beaten
path of downtown Pleasanton in the
Hopyard Village Shopping Center.

Sato Japanese Cuisine

3105K Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 46.2-
3131. Makoto Sato, Owner Operator
has been serving traditional jopanese
cuisine for over 25 years in Pleasanton.
Enjoy the variety of our sushi bar and
Japanese tempura and teriyaki sushi.

We are open for lunch and dinner. We

CAY MINZTINS PIRRA €O,

* Lunches ¢ Dinners * Beers on Tap
e Orders to go ¢ Patio Dining Available

tions Now! Prix Eixe/Menu!
.. .

also do catering. Open Tuesday through
Sunday and closed Monday.

Gay Nineties Pizza Co.

288 Main St., Pleasanton, 846-2520.
Gay Ninefies is family-oriented with an
extensive menu, including our renowned
pizza, ltalian dishes, salads and sand-
wiches. We also have wine, beer, pafio
dining and games for kids. Come for
groups, take ouf and callahead lunch
orders. We're open seven days a week
from 11 am. to 11 p.m.

Lunch e Dinner ¢ Catering
Open Tuesday-Sunday
Closed Monday

JAPANESE
CUISINE

OWNER OPERATED FOR 25 YEARS
MAKOTO SATO

Sushi Bar

Tempura
Teriyaki Sushi

GAA SN
In Hopyard Village Shopping Center
3015-K Hopyard Rd.
462-3131

SHISH KABOBS . EXOTIC CHAMPAGNE C

925. 417. 8438

OCKTAILS . PATIO DINING

780 Main Street, Downtown Pleasanton
www.oasisgrille.com

Savory Delights of Northern China

LUNCH SPECIALS: Monday-Friday 11:30-2:00
DINNER: Monday-Thursday 5:00-9:30
Friday & Saturday 5:00-10:00 Closed Sunday

PRIVATE BANQUET ROOM TAKE-OUT

2004/2005 &
2006 WINNER

nton Wogy,

BESTJOF,
PLEASANTON
2006 _

30 West Angela St., Downtown Pleasanton
925 484 4880 ¢ www.pandapleasanton.com

Staceys?

“A Fun Place To Eat”

Join us for
Valentine’s Day

Reservations

Vorepesy  925-461-3113

COSMO by

Diablo Magazine We will be serving our

regular menu and having
some Great Valentine’s
Day Specials!

310 Main Street, Ste. A,
Downtown Pleasanton
www.eatatstaceys.com

There WILL be
CHAMPAGNE!

Fabulous
5 Course Menu
$65 $55

Dlalentine’s c@ay at FAZ Restaurant

925 460 0444 - 5121 Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton
www.fazrestaurants.com

SSS,

RED SIMOKE CRILL

Family Meals To Go Sides
Meals include four corn muffins and two large sides. Small Side Salad

Rotisserie Chicken ...................... $16.99  French Fries
Tri-Tip Roasted Corn Salad
T1/2pound ... $25.99  Potato Salad
2pound. ... $29.99  Creamy Cole Slaw
Slab-and-a-Half of Ribs................... $28.99  Santa Maria Style Beans
One Pound Tri-Tip and Whole Chicken . . . . . .. $32.99  Chicken Tortilla Soup
Full Slab of Ribs & Whole Chicken .......... $32.99  Mashed Potatoes

One Pound Tri-Tip and Whole Slab .. ........

4501 Hopyard Rd.,
Pleasanton
734-0307

Open daily from 11am
www.redsmokegrill.com
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Parent photographers

Send a jpeg to Editor@PleasantonWeekly.com of the best
action shot from your child’s game for consideration for our
Sports page. Remember to include caption information:
who, what, when, where—and the score.

dports

CCOP girls conquer shootout

CCOP’s sixth and seventh-grade girls won their
first and second round games in the 23rd annual
Sierra Valley Shootout Tournament Jan. 17 and 18
in Loyalton, Calif. The championship games pitted
CCOP against teams from Little Flower in Reno,
Nev. who also won their respective brackets easily.
The seventh graders avenged a loss in last year’s
championship by defeating the Little Flower team
28-22.

Pressure defense, strong rebounding and an
improved press made the difference. In their first
year in the tournament, and despite suiting up only
five players, the sixth graders played up tempo and
used great ball movement to run past Little Flower’s
sixth-graders bringing home the championship.

Pictured: Front row (l-r): Sara Pease, Olivia
Brown, Cambi Cukar, Vanessa Villanueva, Sabrina
Ehlert, Nikki Costello and Emily Christensen;
back: Bailey Costello, Emily Barrett, Ariah Mack,

Courtney Seams, Marianne Fernandez and Nisha
Kale; not pictured Juliana Amante.

Seahawks’ Silverthorn
sets new records

Pleasanton Seahawks swimmer
Nick Silverthorn set three new USA
Swimming Individual National Age
Group Records. In addition, he has
also set 10 new Pacific Swimming
Records and was a member of six
National All Star Relay Records.

Swimming World Magazine has
selected Silverthorn as Age Group
Swimmer of the Month and will
run a feature piece in March. In
January, he was named Pacific
Swimming outstanding athlete for
11-12 boys in both long and short
course season’s. He is also cur-
rently ranked No. 1 in the country
in many events.

Ballistic are now the “Batmen”

The Ballistic U-13 Boys soccer team built on their
success as Golden State Soccer League season champs
to advance out of pool play in the CYSA State Cup
Jan. 24-25. The team now moves on to the round of
16.

The Ballistic boys, who have taken on the team
nickname of the Batmen, traveled to Hanford over
the weekend. The first game Saturday was against the
Madera Scorpions and Ballistic took an early lead and
won 9-0. The second game was much tighter against
Elk Grove Everton and they won 3-1. Joey Devivo
put Ballistic up 1-0 on a goal about halfway through
the first half, Everton came right back to tie the game

at one. In the second half, Eric Toombs scored to put
Ballistic up to stay and Devivo added an insurance goal
near the end.

On Sunday, Ballistic played the North Fresno
Cyclones. Halfway through the first half, Marco
Neves broke a scoreless tie by splitting through the
Cyclones back line and drilling a shot into the lower
left corner of the net to make the score 1-0. After the
halftime break, Ballistic broke the came open with
three goals in the first seven minutes of the second
half. Goals were scored by Devivo, Toombs, and a
second be Neves. Ballistic played solid to the end with
Nate Grixti and Brandon Inchauspe adding a goal each
while the Cyclones got on the board at the end to make
the final 6-1.

A Non-Profit ' Organization

4‘ VHEROCARE

Removing Barriers & Opening

ATTENTION
Military /Retlred Military,
Hospital Employees, City, State & Federal
Employeesﬂl"&i‘lfe': Fire & EMT; Educatorsss

You can benefit directly from substantial DISCOUNTS
on services offered by HeroCare®.

“I never thought I'd be able to afford a home but Herocare® made it
possible. | say thanks to Herocare®, and | recommend them to everyone
that | work with. They are great. They are going to take care of you. This
is where you need to go.”

—Megan

“Working with a Herocare® financial advisor was a great experience.
He gave us a free hour and a half consultation that helped us setup
college savings plans for our three kids and gave us practical advice
on our savings. We really appreciated the financial advice he gave us.
Thanks Herocare®.”

—Sharon

Get help with DISCOUNTS on home loans,ireal estate; insurance}
financial pIanni@kredit restoration by calling today.
- o

((jfeyan/ and J(?e/axiny
Fersonalized %0/@331’0120[

%dl.[ Gdl’e

Pleasanton location

Bolling
Nail Salo

BOLLINGER NAIL SALON LOCATIONS

Pleasanton (across from Tully's Coffee)

310 Main Street Suite D (925) 484-4300

Livermore (next to the Bankhead Theater)

2375 Railroad Ave

FREE

-~ Manicure

(925) 455-6800

$5 OFF

., any paid service of |

with the purchase
of a pedicure

Not valid on gift certificates and cannot be combined
with any other offers. Offer expires 2-27-09

$25.00 or more

Not valid on gift certificates and cannot be combined
with any other offers. Offer expires 2-27-09

9

www.Bollingernailsalon.com
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Accounting/Bookkeeping

NEED HELP
WITH QUICKBOOKS?
No job too big or too small!!!

QOver 23 years/experience
in all aspects of bookkeeping.

Call Linda 925.918.2233

Help Wanted

Family Home Day Care

Assistant Wanted
Your child welcome

'f If int(jresAted Call
0 ANN
{750 925-846-7955

PLEASANTON

WEEKLY

Is Business Down?
Need new customers?
Our loyal readers want to
know about your business.

PLEASANTON

WEEKLY

Is Business Down?

Need new customers?
Our loyal readers want to know about your business.

Scott’s Painting
Interior & Exterior

“Get the Personal Touch”

Mention this ad
and save 10%

Protect your home for the Winter.
Freshen up your home
for the holidays.
Scott Smiley (925) 918-1874
Licensed Bonded & Insured
Lic# 505856

Fresh news delivered
directly to your inbox

@xpress.

Pleasanton’s top stories & hot picks
Get Pleasanton Area local news via e-mail

Painting/Wallpaper General Contracting

H‘On&yDO %

HANDYPERSONS™, INC
LET OUR WorkER BEEz Do I For Youl
Commercial/Residential
 Repairs o [nstallation
o Restoration e Tenant
o Assemhly Improvements

Receive $25 off
Service of $250
or more for 1st time
customers

(925) 846-0400

www.HoneyDoHandypersons.com
LIC# 922264

_Alamo, CA

<o InsideTrack”
www.InsideTrackAuto.com

888.830.8722

Guaranteed
Lowest Prices

Tri-Valley PC MEDIC
2007-08 Pleasanton Weekly

Tune-up/Repair/Upgrade/Training
More info/rates: www.trivalleypcmedic.com

M-F 8a-8p / Wknds & Hols 9a-6p

Call 485-9040 or 989-7722

Computer Help

REAL ESTATE

"Best Computer Repair"

2006 Diablo Magazine
"Best of the East Bay"

Ken Cook
"[ Make House Calls!"

Mike Fracisco

§ REALTOR’

¥| Fracisco Realty & Investments
Residential, Commercial

& Property Management
direct: 925-998-8131
www.MikeFracisco.com

Lic #011068 - PCC, PDA & BBB

any new car for the lowest price
in the market. Guaranteed.

COMPUTER SERVICE

Chris Hopper Computers

Day, Evening, & Weekend Appointments

ChrisHopperComputers.com

& REPAIR
Small Business and Home Users

(925) 846-7845

direct: 925-426-3886

cell: 925-487-1427

e-mail: mrtonyleavens@msn.com
www.tonyleavens.com

Tony
Leavens
| REALTOR®

{| Hometown
GMAC Real
Estate

Lic #050693

Pet Care/Grooming/Training

00g
‘s

Accommodating

Healthy and Special
Needs Pets

Furry Friends
Pet Sitting Services

Trained professional, daily visits,
basic home care, reliable & caring.

Call Monika Harris 417-0424
Registered Veterinary Nurse www.furryfriends.tv

PLEASANTON

WEEKLY

Is Business Down?
Need new customers?
Our loyal readers want to
know about your business.

fogster.com THE TRFVALLEY'S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE

Fogster.com offers FREE* postings online and the opportunity for your ad to appear in print to more than 80,000 readers.

You can log on to fogster.com 24/7, and your online ad starts immediately.

TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS GO TO FOGSTER.COM

*Some ads require payment. Home Services and Mind & Body ads require contact with the customer service representative at 925-600-0840, Ext. 112.

115 Announcements

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS
in 111 alternative newspapers like this
one. Over 6 million circulation
every week for $1200. No adult ads.
Call Rick at 202-289-8484. (AAN CAN)

Pregnant?

Considering Adoption? Talk with car-
ing agency specializing in matching
Birthmothers with Families nationwide.
Living Expenses Paid. Call 24/7 Abby's
One True Gift Adoptions. 1-866-459-
3369. (Cal-SCAN)

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING
ADOPTION

Talk with caring agency specializing in
matching Birthmothers with Families
nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES PAID.

Call 24/7 Abby’s One True Gift

Adoptions 866-413-6293 (AAN CAN)
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WRITERS WANTED
The Academy for Alternative Journalism,
established by papers like this one
to promote diversity in the alternative
press, seeks talented journalists
and students (college seniors and up)
for a paid summer writing program at
Northwestern University's Medill School
of Journalism. The eight-week
program (June 21 - Aug. 16, 2009)
aims to recruit talented candidates from
diverse backgrounds and train them in
alt-weekly style feature writing. Ten
participants will be chosen and paid
$3,000 plus housing and travel
allowances. For information and an
application visit
http://altjournalism.org. You may also
email us at
altacademy@northwestern.edu.
Applications must be
postmarked by Feb. 13, 2009.
Northwestern University is an equal
opportunity educator & employer.
(AAN CAN)

Fibromyalgia/Stress/Pain BLR MFT
Fun For Girls between 10-20years
Hacienda School Open House

Livermore Lioness Club

ree Online Dating 5ite;

ProGuildSocial.com

Pleasanton Weekly

Singles Unvalentines Party
Call 925-888-4392 for details.

St. Philip Lutheran School Open

130 Classes &

Instruction
HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA!
Fast, Affordable & Accredited
FREE Brochure. Call NOW!

1-800-532-6546 Ext. 97 http://www.
continentalacademy.com (AAN CAN) FOR SALE
PALMISTRY CLASSES and
READINGS 201 Autos/Trucks/

www.palmistryschool.com, www.partyp-

almist2.com.925 2499154

133 Music Lessons
LEARN TO SING & PERFORM !
Voice Studio of Cherie Micheal
Call 925-462-4419
for further information and to reserve
your weekly lessons.

HARP LESSONS FOR ALL AGES
Try Something New!
Call Bennetta Heaton
(925) 820-1169
- located in Danville -

Parts

Donate Vehicle
Receive $1000 Grocery Coupons,
Your Choice. Noah's Arc, No Kill
Animal Shelters. Advanced Veterinary
Treatments. Free Towing, IRS Tax
Deduction. Non-Runners. 1-866-912-
GIVE. (Cal-SCAN)

Donate Your Car
Children’s Cancer Fund! Help Save
A Child's Life Through Research and
Support! Free Vacation Package. Fast,
Easy & Tax Deductible. Call 1-800-252-
0615. (Cal-SCAN)

135 Group Activities
“GIRLS NIGHT IN”

CLUTTERLess (CL) Self Help Group

FREE CROSSFIT CLASSES

Lock & Key Singles Dance

13inch 5 Bolt WHEEL 1986 Camry- oth-
ers?-$12

Livermore, 980 Cromwell St, May 24
712

Pleasanton, 7106 Johnson Drive, Feb.
7th, 7AM - 12:30PM

215 Collectibles &

Antiques
Royal Doulton figurine - $45

p—d
\
~

Electric Lawn Mower - $100.00

HOME DECORATING EBOOKS - $12.00

Jazzy Power Chair - $3500

Non-stick stove top grill - $20

RED WORMS FOR COMPOSTING -
$25.00

Scrapbooks

220 Computers/

Electronics

GET A NEW COMPUTER
Brand Name laptops & desktops
Bad or NO Credit - No Problem
Smallest weekly payments available. It's
yours NOW - Call 800-803-8819
(AAN CAN)

GET A NEW COMPUTER!
Brand Name laptops & desktops
Bad or NO Credit - No Problem
Smallest weekly payments avail. CALL
NOW 1-800-816-2232
(AAN CAN)

240 Furnishings/

Household items
3 piece kitchen carving set - $10
MEDIA CABINET - $400.00

BMW 2000 M5 - $20,900

Oversized Log Rocking Chair - $250.

260 Sports &

Exercise Equipment
Snowboard 140cm - $50.00

Snowboard Boots - $40.00

KID STUFF

345 Tutoring/

Lessons
FRENCH, SPANISH TUTORING

Chrysler 2001 PT Cruiser/BRA - $40

Oversized Log Rocking Chair - $250.

Lexus 2004 SC430 - $35,000.00

Oversized Log Rocking Chair - $250.

Mazda 2003 Miata MX5 Shinsen -
$11,500

Saturn 2002 SL2 - $4995

210 Garage/Estate
Sales

Oversized Log Rocking Chair - $250.

245 Miscellaneous

CERTIFIED HOME STAGING TRAINING
- $199.00

Cottage Inspired Landscaping - $16.95
Dog Kennel For Sale - $150.00

High School Math Tutor

High school math tutoring, also SAT
I, ACT, Subject Matter Math, his-
tory exams. One-on-one only. Former
teacher, California credential. 925-
462-3807.




THE TRI-VALLEY’S FREE CLASSIFIED WEBSITE TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT
PHONE NUMBERS GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

Math & Chemistry Tutoring
Retired Scientist now enjoying
TUTORING STUDENTS of all ages in
math, algebra, pre-calculus, geom-
etry, & chemistry
CALL DOUG @ 925-858-5842

355 Items for Sale

MEDITATION FOR TEENS
For an easy way to de-stress go to
meditationsforlifebylia. TEEN CD
includes Finding Your Inner Advisor
and Healing After a Break-up.

No phone
number in the ad?
GO TO

fogster.com

for contact
information

550 Business

Opportunities

100% Recession Proof!

Do You Earn $800 in a Day? Your
Own Local Vending Route Includes
25 Machines and Candy for $9,995.
MultiVend LLC, 1-888-625-2405.
(Cal-SCAN)

Made in America Opportunity!
Startthe New Year offright-beincharge
of what you earn and when you work!

Earn parttime or fulltime commis-
sion based income. Set your own
hours and work your own schedule
for a company that prides itself in
handmade, made in America baskets.
The Longaberger Company is a direct
selling company that specializes in
handmade baskets but also offers a
wide variety of home decor products
including; wrought iron, America’s
#1 selling casual dinnerware, fab-
rics, and more. Come to a free
informational meeting in Pleasanton
6:30-7:00 pm Tuesday, February 3,
2009. Those that join the company at
this meeting will benefit from staying
with us 7-9:00 pm for free training
on the product line basics, selling,
marketing and getting their business
started. Space is limited so you must
RSVP to Ibopportunity@gmail.com.
Contact Independent Branch Leaders
at: www.longaberger.com/jeannewil-
dman or www.longaberger.com/
jennydavies for more information.

POST OFFICE NOW HIRING!
Avg. pay $20/hr or $57K/yr incl.
Federal Benefits and OT.
Placed by adSource not affiliated w/
USPS, who hires. 1-866-616-7019.
(AAN CAN)

SERVICES

759 Hauling

Hauling & Tree Service
Yard & Garage Clean-Up,Dump Runs
Appl & Furn Removal,Tree & Shrub
Trim And Removal
Tree Experts! Low Rates/Free Est
925-899-5655

771 Painting/
Wallpaper

#1 JOE'S PAINTING &
HANDYMAN
Free Est / Reasonable Prices
No Job Too Small!
925-200-7333 lic# 624542

624 Financial

BURIED IN CREDIT CARD DEBT?
We can save you thousands and lower
your monthly payments.

Call Debt Relief hotline for your free
consultation.
1-800-399-3560
(AAN CAN)

CASH FOR GOLD
We buy Gold, Silver, Plat.
Get Cash NOW!
Highest Payouts - Satisfaction
Guaranteed 1-877-548-1550 (AAN CAN

640 Legal Services

Hernia Repair Surgery Alert!

If you suffered serious complications
after hernia repair surgery, you may
be entitled to Money Damages. Call
the attorneys at James Rolshouse and
Associates at 1-800-5698-5940. Licensed
in Minnesota. (Cal-SCAN)

560 Employment

Information

$SSHELP WANTEDSSS
Earn Extra income assembling CD
cases from Home. CALL OUR LIVE
OPERATORS NOW! 1-800-405-7619 ext.
150 http://www.easywork-greatpay.
com (AAN CAN)

645 Office/Home

Business Services

Classified Advertising

in 240 Cal-SCAN newspapers for the best
reach, coverage, and price. 25-words
$550. Reach 6 million Californians! FREE
email brochure. Call 916/288-6019.
www.Cal-SCAN.com (Cal-SCAN)

MIND
& BODY

455 Personal Training

CROSSFIT SAN RAMON IS HERE!
Forging Elite Fitness. THE principal
strength and conditioning program
for many armed forces. $25/First

week of Unlimited Classes.

Workouts of the Day, Classes, Open
Gym CROSSFITSR.com 457-4587

fogster.com

EMPLOYMENT

500 Help Wanted

MYSTERY SHOPPERS

Earn up to $100 a day. Undercover
shoppers needed to judge retail & dining
establishments. No experience required.
Call 877-4486424

$600 WEEKLY POTENTIALSSS
Helping the Government PT. No
Experience, No Selling.
Call: 1-888-213-5225 Ad Code L-5.
VOID in Maryland and South Dakota.
(AAN CAN)

13 Drivers Needed
Sign-On Bonus. 35-41 cpm. Earn over
1000 weekly. Excellent Benefits.
Need CDL-A & 3 months recent OTR.
1-877-258-8782. www.MeltonTruck.
com (Cal-SCAN)

A “Phat” Job!

Now Hiring 18-24 Sharp Enthusiastic
Motivated Individuals. Free to Travel
USA Representing 150+ Leading
Publications. 2 weeks paid training,
transportation provided. Return trip
guaranteed. Call Tina or
Jim 1-800-642-6147. (Cal-SCAN)

Able to Travel?

Hiring eight people, no experience
necessary, transportation and lodging
furnished, expense paid training. Work/
travel entire U.S. Start immediately.
www.ProtekChemical.com Call 1-407-
405-1582. (Cal-SCAN)

Display Advertising

in 140 Cal-SDAN newspapers state-
wide for $1,550! Reach over 3 million
Californians! FREE email brochure. Call
(916) 288-6019. www.Cal-SDAN.com
(Cal-SCAN)

News Release?

Cost-efficient service. The California
Press Release Service has 500 cur-
rent daily, weekly and college newspa-
per contacts in California. FREE email
brochure. Call (916) 288-6010. www.
CaliforniaPressReleaseService.com (Cal
SCAN)

HOME
SERVICES

DATA ENTRY
PROCESSORS Needed!

Earn $3,500-55,000 Weekly Working
from Home! Guaranteed
Paychecks! No Experience Necessary!
Positions Available Today! Register
Online Now!
http://www.DataPositions.com

(AAN CAl

Driver - New Hiring Area

West Coast Regional. Newest equip-
ment on the road. Competitive Pay. Run

the Western 11 States. On Site - Full
Service Maintenance Shop. Reasonable

Home Time. Western Express - 22
yrs. old. Good MVR, EOE, CDL-A, 1 yr.
OTR. Call Edna Today! 1-866-863-4112.

(Cal-SCAN)

Drivers - $5K Sign on Bonus
For Experienced Teams with HazMat.
Dry Van & Temp Control available. O/

Os welcome. Call Covenant 1-866-684-
2519 EOE. (Cal-SCAN)

Drivers - CDL Training
$0 down, financing by Central
Refrigerated. Company Drivers
earn average of $40k/year. Owner
Operators average S60k/Year.
1-800-587-0029 x4779. www.
CentralDrivingJobs.net (Cal-SCAN)

EARN $75 - $200 HOUR
Media Makeup Artist Training. Ads, TV,
Film, Fashion. One week class.
Stable job in weak economy. Details at
http://www.MediaMakeupArtists.com
310-364-0665 (AAN CAN)

Fireflighter

No experience needed. Training, travel,
great pay/benefits/vacation & regular
raises. H.S. grads ages 17-34. Call Mon-
Fri.1-800-345-6289. (Cal-SCAN)

715 Cleaning
Services

Andrea’s Cleaning
Trustworthy,Prof.,Reliable,
Affordable.Ref’s avail.
14yrs exp
925-339-2461

751 General

Contracting

MAHDevelopment.com
Remodeling/Room Additions/Custom
Homes/Outdoor Kitchens/Sunrooms/
Retractable Screens/Windows/Doors/
Garage Improvements - Calif Licensed
General Contractor (Lic #913049). 20

years experience. Member BBB, NARI &
NKBA. Free estimates!
Call 925-580-1673

792 Pool Services
The Pool Chicks

e —

S

REAL ESTATE

805 Homes for Rent

Mountain View, 2 BR/2.5 BA
Townhouse. 1600Sq/Ft, Updated
Kitchen. Close to Everything! Available
Now!! $2,950 650-804-1297

Pleasanton, 3 BR/1 BA
Remodel, walk to Downtown. Large yard,
gardener included.

809 Shared Housing/

Rooms

ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES.COM
Browse hundreds of online listings with
photos and maps. Find
your roommate with a click of the
mouse! Visit: http://www.Roommates.
com. (AAN CAN)

Pleasanton, 1 BR/1 BA - $625.00
Pleasanton, 1 BR/1 BA - 600/Month
Pleasanton, 1 BR/1 BA - 600.00/Mon

825 Homes/Condos

for Sale
Pleasangon, 5+ BR/4+ BA -

) ’

840 Vacation

Rentals/Time Shares

Cozy Comfy Condo N.Shore Tahoe
To Kick Back Apres Ski/Many Near By
Resorts To Chose From / Slps. 8
925-484-0316

845 Out of Area

CARMEL VALLEY

Vacation cabins in private wilderness
resort. Fishing, pools tennis. $135k to
$475k + membership. (831)659-5949
www.mountain-cabins.com

850 Acreage/Lots/
Storage

Colorado Bank Foreclosure
35 AC $29,900. Enjoy 300 days of
sunshine. Rocky mountain views, utili-
ties. Excellent financing. 1st come, 1st
servell Call Today 1-866-696-5263
x4938. (Cal-SCAN)

El Paso, TX
20 acre ranches, $0 down! $15,900,
$159/month. (10%/225 mths) Beautiful
Mountain Views. Road Access. Money
Back Guarantee. Owner Financing.
No Credit Checks. 1-800-343-9444.
(Cal-SCAN)

New Mexico - Buyer's Market
Ranch Dispersal. 140 acres - $89,900.
River Access. Northern New Mexico.
Cool 6,000 elevation with stunning
views. Great tree cover including
Ponderosa, rolling grassland and rock
outcroppings. Abundant wildlife, great
hunting. EZ terms. Call NML&R, Inc.
1-866-360-5263. (Cal-SCAN)

757 Handyman/

Repairs

AAA COMPLETE HOME REPAIRS
Electrical- Security Lighting- Carpentry
Drywall Texturing and Repairs- Insulating.
Jon (925)989-6179 or (510)733-
5582

Rick’s Tooltime

fogster.com

855 Real Estate

Services

Foreclosed Home Auction

FORECLOSED HOME AUCTION. Northern
California. 1000 Homes Must Be Sold!
Free Brochure: 1-800-470-9314. www.
USHomeAuction.com REDC. (Cal-SCAN)

Stop Renting!

Homes Available. 100% Financing. No
Down, No Costs. Federally Insured.
Call 866-903-8051. Green Planet
Mtg. Licensed by the Department of
Corporations CRMLA. (Cal-SCAN)

Home Staging, Marketing

PET OF THE WEEK

HSNY NISNYH INIEIHLYO

Hope for Roxy

Change! That’s what this 10-month-old, spayed
female Shepherd mix named “Roxy” wants. Trading her
bare kennel at the animal shelter for the loving comforts
of a new home is her top priority. Roxy is an exuberant
young dog who is smart, eager to please, and anxious
to excel in the basic training classes recommended for
pups like her. Roxy’s previous owner says she likes to
snuggle and is working on those all important house
manners. Visit Roxy and her many friends at the East
County Animal Shelter, 4595 Gleason Drive in Dublin,
open daily from 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Call 803-7040.

Ask Roxy if you can find wonderful pets to adopt at the
East County Animal Shelter and she’ll say “Yes you can!”

‘»Oo Q‘\
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3 o Fresh news delivered

directly to your inbox

@xpress.

Pleasanton’s top stories & hot picks

Get your news delivered directly
to your inbox every weekday

@xpress is an update from the Pleasanton Weekly
delivered via e-mail Monday through Friday.

@xpress provides the perfect quick-read digest of local
news and events in Pleasanton. And all without any
environmental impact.

You will want @xpress in your e-mail inbox.

Pleasanton Weekly.com offers 24/7 coverage
of everything local:

« breaking news

« searchable restaurant and movie reviews

« conversations among community
members on Town Square
«and much more.

Sign up to
receive Express at
PleasantonWeekly.com

Call (925) 600-0840 to
learn about advertising
options in Express.

PLEASANTON
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Purchase Your Home in 09!

Max has plenty of homes ready for you!

Lowry Park, Fremont
33057 Lake Michigan St
1 $387,000

4BR/2BA home. Bank owned
property in a great neighborhood.

Suisun City
614 Wigeon Way
$160,000

4BR/2BA home. Nice clean
bank owned property on a
huge lot.

I am a full time Realtor. | specialize in REOs, short sales and residential
Real Estate in the East Bay. For more information please contact my
website www.maxdevries.com.

Max de Vries
Your Preferred REALTOR®

925.525.0116

max @ schubb.com
CA Real Estate License #01373199

Real Estate

=

Home sale of the_ week

| 737 Vineyard Terrace
Pleasanton -
$1,568,000

This brand new home offers 5 bed-
rooms, 4.5 bathrooms and sits on
a .68 acre lot in a country vineyard
setting. The designer granite kitchen

% features stainless steel appliances
- and hardwood flooring. The back-
@ yard has been professionally land-
scaped. Sold by Tim McGuire with
Alain Pinel Realtors. (925) 462-7653

-

Real estate in 2009

What's in store for the new tear?

by Joe Brown

The year 2008 was one of ups and downs

for the Bay Area real
estate market. So, the
question likely on the
minds of many this new
year is what’s in store
for 2009?

Of course, much of
the real estate prognosis
is dependent on the state
of the financial system

Emily Barraclough and Peter McDowell
925.362.2018-Direct p.mcdowell@cbnorcal.com~emily.b@cbnorcal.com BANKER O

www.925hometeam.com

in general and real estate finance situation,
in particular. The fact is, we really can’t find
traction until the financial markets stabilize.

Knowing this, many experts are predicting
that once the fiscal stimulus being created
by lawmakers and aggressive action by the
Federal Reserve kick in, the economy is like-
ly to improve. According to the California
Association of Realtors’ California Housing
Market Forecast for 2009, “Home prices
throughout most areas of California will post

(continued on page 26)
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RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

erl‘l cierge Real Estate IoPEN THE DOOR TO FULL SERVICE

Stunning Castlewood Heights
- home. 5 Bedrooms, 4 Baths, +
2 a spacious bonus room. Huge
great room with vaulted
ceilings, and lots of natural

Lr, [l : light. Gorgeous kitchen.

Bed/Bath down. Amazing
Foothill views from front
W porch. Large resort like back-
yard with pool & spa.

Offered at $1,469,000

= Absolutely stunning custom
e ¢ home on a large lot close to
g ﬁ historic downtown, with
- upgrades galore, 3 Bedrooms,

3 baths, + office/den. Approx.

2668 sg. ft. of comfortable
living space. 2-car attached
garage plus a 1200 +/- sq.ft.
workshop garage in back.
Fabulous pool & spa.

REET-PLEASANTO Offered at $1,275,000
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Spacious 3 Bedroom 2.5
Bath home located in the
popular Del Prado neighbor-

¥, hood. Light and bright

kitchen with breakfast nook
area. Lovely formal dining
and living rooms. Large
backyard with side yard ac-
cess and covered patio.
Great value for Pleasanton.

Offered at $664,000

Wonderful home with a nice
open floor plan and designer
paint colors. Formal living
and dining rooms. Kitchen
opens to family room with
fireplace. Beautifully land-
scaped yards. Spacious 3-car
garage. Great location, close
to shopping and EZ freeway
access.

Offered at $460,000




Diocteltf

Tp

www.Deniselvaldi.com

FREMONT
44763 AGUILA TER $3,100,000
Gorgeous custom home! Awesome views!! Lots of
uporades exclusive neighborhood, top rated schools,
E‘Eﬁfect home for entertaining, large gourmet kitchen,
wet bar, built in bbg, inground poo! Uspa, formal din-
ing room, extra large family room, office/library, loft w/

deck upstairs, must see!
DENISE IVALDI 925.846.7997

www.StaciArmario.com
= d

PLEASANTON
5648 BELLEZA DRIVE $389,000

You have to see it to believe it. Corner unit
with decorator touches. Perfect condition.
Attached 1 car garage. Upstairs unit with patio.
Community pool and spa and club house. This
is resort living at its finest.

STACI ARMARIO 925.251.2526

www.GailHenderson.com

LIVERMORE
776 TRAVISO CIR $899,000
Gorgeous, stunning, it has it all and at a great price! 5
BR/4.5 Baths, GAME ROOM/home gym, den, formal
dining, formal living, LARGE family room. SYA. Slab
granite, stainless steel 2bl ovens, WOLF cook top, blt
in refrigerator. Crown molding. Huge yard. Don’t

miss it!!
GAIL HENDERSON 925.980.5648

LIVERMORE
2752 CHABLIS WAY $855,000

This beauty is loc ne of Livermore’s few custom
built home locatio uiet, very private, and just a ten
minute walk to town. There is beautiful Lur{ appeal,
warmth when you walk in, and lots of beautiful wood.
Ideal for family gathermgs A small park and pool are
shared only by owners.

ANGELA ADAMS 925.580.4513

PLEASANTON
2156 CANOSA CT $2,799,000

Experience vineyard living in this gorgeous
Mediterranean home. Premium cul-de-sac location with
expansive city views from the front and hills in the back.
Grand marble foyer with wrought iron stairway. Enjoy
the privacy of pool-sized yard with covered patio ne&t}ed

among sloping hills
ANJU BHATIA 925.577.2658

Wine Country Unique Opportunity
R %

LIVERMORE
HANSEN ROAD $1,499,000

Under the South Livermore Valley Specific Plan this site
is designated for a“Wine Country Retail”. Conceptual
drawings for 25,000 SF conservatory/retail/event center
are available. Owners interested in joint- venture or
partnership Carry-back possible. Seller RE agt.

THOMAS BRAMELL 925.583.2180

WWW. MadellneWalker.com

LIVERMORE
937 VIA SEVILLE $499,000

Unbelievable 5-bedroom, 3 bath home for the price.
Like new inside. Remodeled & updated in 2004. 50-yr
roof. Energy efficient - solar electric powered. Almost
no PG&E bill! A/C plus attic fan + whole house fan.
Dual-pane windows. New patio & walkways. Mini
vineyard- make wine with the neighbors!

MADELINE WALKER 1.800.319.8991

www.MadelineWalker.com

LIVERMORE
302 ALDEN LN $1,100,000

Former Model home with many custom extras by
builder. Fam. Rm w/surround sound. Soft water sys-
tem. Backyard re-landscaped in 2006 w/custom self-
maintained free-form pool. Outdoor kitchen w/BBQ,
2 refrig’s, wine kegger, lights, music! Custom Gazebo.
Tropical paradise! 1 story + loft! No HOA

MADELINE WALKER 1.800.319.8991

CASTRO VALLEY
32777 PALOMARES RD $1,110,000

Bay Area Canyon Living at its Best.. This property is
nestled in Beautiful Palomare: Canyon, Dreams can
come true. This nice home offers a large living room ,
Views from every window, Privacy, Nice peaceful set-
ting, Animals and Nature at its Best, Gated entrance,
This property has over 5 acres

KRISTY PEIXOTO 925.251.2536

www.RebeccaL Evans.com
a3l

LIVERMORE
5665 VICTORIA LN $1,299,950
Sharp horse property located on a private road nestled
amongst custom estates in the heart of the Livermore
wine country Almost 6 flat acres with 4 barns & fenced
pastures Updated Kitchen w hickory cabinets, newer
s/s appl, laminate flooring throughout.

ELIA VALENCIA 925.784.0667

REO/Bank Owned

BRENTWOOD
1231 EXETER WAY $352,900
Great One Story Home in an Established
Neighborhood! Walk to the park and expanded
Greenbelt! Open Floor Plan. Fully Landscaped,
3 car garage. THIS IS A MUST SEE!
VERONICA CLYATT 925.989.4968

www.TomChance.com

LIVERMORE
564 ANDREA CIR $675,000

Simply Beautiful! Quality built and impeccably main-
tained. Move right into this 4 bedroom 2 bath home on
rivate circle. Loaded with upgrades including New
oof 06; New Furnace/AC in 07; Hickory Laminate
Floormg, Andersen Windows & More. Close to all con-
veniences: Parks, Shopping, Labs, Schools.

TOM E. CHANCE 925.487.6360

THE EAST BAY’S PREMIER
REAL ESTATE COMPANY.

www.DavidAzimi.com

SAN RAMON
2024 FEATHERMINT DR $1,299,999
Previous Model Home in Gale Ranch, Beautiful
Kitchen, Amazing Views of Dougherty Valley,
In-Law Quarters with Separate Kitchen! The
home is missing various elements and will
require work.

DAVID AzZIMI 925.251.2580

RUBY HILL LAND

PLEASANTON
3748 SELVANTE ST $868,000
Incredible Views of Mt. Diablo and Pleasanton Hills.
Located on a Quiet St. with Complete Approved
Building Plans for a 6300+ Sq Ft Mediterranean Style
Dream Home. Bldg Prmit Pd. New Retaining Wall is
Securely in Place. Owner Financing for Lot.

COREY GREEN 925.899.6011

WWW. wﬂson-fontalne com

¥

LIVERMORE
878 WAVERLY CMN $513,799

Serene sanctuary in the rolling hills! It is also the per-
fect home for entertaining with high ceilings, a flowing
floor plan, a gourmet AEK with a har wood floor
and open living-dining room with a private glassed
atrium featuring the tinkling sound of a water fountain.

Sanctuary or Party?
KAREN WILSON-FONTAINE 925.583.2171

www.StaciArmario.com

FREMONT
4561 BIANCA DR $400,000
Great Fremont home at a great price with
newer landscaped front and back yard, newer
Roof, double pane windows, and central heat,
in a quiet neighborhood.

STACI ARMARIO 925.251.2526

Blackhawk Blackhawk West Danville

4105 Blackhawk Plaza Cir. 3880 Blackhawk Rd. 15 Railroad Ave.
Danville, CA 94506 Danville, CA 94506
925.648.5300 925.736.6000

Lafayette Livermore Orinda
3799 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Ste. 100 1983 Second Street
Danville, CA 94526 Lafayette, CA 94549
925.855.4000 925.253.7001

Pleasanton Walnut Creek

89 Davis Rd., Ste. 100 5075 Hopyard Rd., #110 100 N. Main St.
Livermore, CA 94550 Orinda, CA 94563 Pleasanton, CA 94588 Walnut Creek, CA 94596
925.667.2100 925.253.7000 925.251.2500 925.280.8500

www.rockcliff.com
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ALAMO

70 Zand Lane $1,165,000
Sun 1-4 895-2804

DUBLIN

4917 Redwood Avenue $678,888
Sat 1-4 Hometown GMAC 858-5400

PLEASANTON

1485 Trimingham Drive $498,888
Sun 1-4 Investment Real Estate Co. 963-0569

Remax Accord

7748 Creekside Drive $549,999
Sun 1-4 Hometown GMAC 989-5695
6038 Corte Encinas $639,000
Sat 1-4 Prudential CA Realty  858-4198

4914 Middleton Place $1,475,000
Sat 1-4 Prudential CA Realty  462-9175

2320 Crestline $645,000
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 519-9080
1766 Orchard $699,000
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 519-9080
4263 Croce Court $729,950
Sat 1-4 Investment Real Estate Co. 963-0569
5114 Mt. Tam Circle $949,000
Sun 12-2:30 Alain Pinel Realtors 997-2411

1368 Royal Creek Court $1,238,888
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams Realty  260-2508

LIVERMORE

3637 Carrigan Common $199,000
Sun 12-2 J Rockcliff 583-2169
2155 Shetland Road $399,950
Sat 1-4 J Rockcliff Realtors 583-2177

2690 Tuscany Court $1,047,000
Sat 1-4  Prudential Ruby Hill Realty 417-2250

Sales at a Glance

Dublin Livermore

Total sales reported: Total sales reported:
10 16

Source: California REsource

San Ramon
Total sales reported:
7

Pleasanton

Total sales reported:
5

Lowest sale reported:
$220,000

Highest sale reported:
$940,000

$502,700

Average sales reported:

Lowest sale reported:
$205,000
Highest sale reported:
$870,000

Average sales reported:

$440,000

Lowest sale reported:

$569,000

Highest sale reported:
$2,625,000

Average sales reported:
$1,233,800

Lowest sale reported:

$200,000

Highest sale reported:

$959,000

Average sales reported:
$573,428

Real Estate

2009 real estate

(continued from page 24)

declines next year while sales of existing
homes will continue to rise.”

The Oct. 15 report predicts that the median
home prices in California will decline 6 per-
cent from 2008 expectations to $358,000 in
2009, but sales are projected to increase 12.5
percent to 445,000 units.

According to the National Association of
Realtors’ third quarter 2008 housing market
update, “The U.S. economy has entered
a recession and will contract for the next
three quarters. The recovery, beginning in
the second half of 2009, will be tepid. The
unemployment rate will peak at 6.7 percent
by mid-next year before steadily holding
down. Despite these challenging economic
times, existing home sales will be rising.”

Possibly the most important ingredient in
the 2009 real estate correction is the fact that
real estate makes up 20 percent of the Gross
Domestic Product in this country and, regard-
less of which side of the political fence you fall
on, our country cannot be fixed without first
fixing the housing sector. With this important
information in tow, there are currently several
key indicators that may position our country
for a real estate recovery in 2009:

* Dropping Interest Rates—According to
NAR'’s Dec. 17, 2008 article entitled “Fed
Action Creates Best Interest Rates in 50
Years,” mortgage rates which had aver-
aged 6.3 percent in the third quarter, have
recently fallen into the 4 percent range in
some parts of the country. The article went
on to report, “NAR has estimated that a
one percentage point decrease in mortgage
rates will increase home sales by more than
500,000 homes.”

e Improving Affordability—The CAR

reports that the percentage of households
that could afford to buy an entry level home
in California stood at 53 percent in the
third quarter of 2008, compared with 24
percent for the same period a year ago. In
December’s report from DataQuick News,
a total of 5,754 new and resale homes and
condos closed escrow in the Bay Area in
November. That was up 12.3 percent from
5,127 sales in November 2007.

* Government Intervention—The govern-
ment is currently looking at a number of
corrector options including tax benefits,
home ownership credits, subsidies or interest
rate stabilization, to name a few. President
Obama and his economic team are in the
process of developing an economic recovery
plan designed to help Main Street and Wall
Street with an ultimate goal of creating at
least 2.5 million jobs while rebuilding our
infrastructure, improving our schools, reduc-
ing our dependence on oil and saving billions
of dollars.

* Slowing of Distressed Properties—The tim-
ing of our price recovery may depend on how
quickly the government takes steps to miti-
gate foreclosures. According to CAR, “We
expect sales of distressed properties to peak
in early 2009, a critical factor in the housing
market that directly impacts the timeframe
for stabilization in the median price.” NAR
also reported that lower interest rates coupled
with increased foreclosure mitigation are
the key ingredients to stabilizing the hous-
ing market and preserving communities and
home ownership.

Many experts agree that the financial sys-
tem will begin to show signs of stabilization
in early 2009 and we may begin to see a real
estate turnaround by the summer.

Joe Brown is president and chief operating
officer of Coldwell Banker in Silicon Valley,
Monterey Bay and the East Bay.

Featured Properties

Brentwood — Gorgeous 5 Bedroom, 4 Bathroom Home
With Over 3000 Square Feet of Living Space That’s Been
Highly Upgraded! Beautiful Hardwood Floors in the Entry,
Family Room and Kitchen. Plantation Shutters, Solid Gran-
ite Counters, Designer Paints, Travertine Floor in Master
Bath. 3 Car Tandem Garage. Fully Landscaped Yards,
Beautiful In-Ground Salt Water Pool with Waterfall and Spa.
1041 Citron Drive $449,950
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Livermore — Beautiful, well maintained 4 bedroom 3
bathroom home with approximately 2141 square feet, lo-
cated on a cul-de-sac. Light, bright and open floor plan with
newer paint in various rooms. Large Family Room, Dining
Room and Kitchen. One full bed and bath on the main floor.
Newer furnace and air conditioning. Large rear yard with
hot tub and gazebo. Does not back to Vasco.

1141 Baltusrol Court $659,900
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eatures 4
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and full bath upstairs.

1297 Via Di Salerno $2,199,000
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Livermore — Beautiful 4 bedroom, 3 bathroom home with
approximately 3000 square feet of living space located on
approximately a % acre lot. Some of the features include
Granite counters, maple cabinets, a double oven, wide plank
flooring, plantation shutters, and a bonus room. Gorgeous
yard with gated pool, sports court, play area, and mature
trees. You won’t want to miss it!

2690 Tuscany Court $1,047,000

Pleasanton — Clawson- l)ulll custom estate ov erloc xl\mt
Ruby Hill and the Li
design and fine
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$3,599,000

Pleasanton — Nicely appointed 5 bedroom, 4 bathroom
home with almost 3500 square feet that features cherry
laminate floors, granite slab, stainless steel appliances,
plantation shutters, built-ins and a large bonus room/5th
bedroom. Great views of the Pleasanton Hills, open space
across the street, hot tub with stereo system stays. Large rear
yard with arbor.

2100 Laguna Creek Lane $1,169,900
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The latest from

The 680 Blog
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YIKES! The Value of Your Home Dropped 44% Last Year!

According to ABC 7/ KGO TV
“Bay Area Home Prices Fall by

the market is down, but
44%?? Really? In the last
year?

They go on to explain:

that the median home price
in the nine-county San
Francisco Bay area fell nearly

last month."

They did note that sales
activity was also up sharply
in December, up 18% from

Fabulous Mediterranean style home with 5 BD + office, 4 %2
BA w/gourmet maple/granite kitchen, luxurious master suite,
3 fireplaces, and incredible private .92 acre creck side lot.

Offered at $1,645,000

44%”. Wow. I mean, I know

"DataQuick earlier reported

44 percent, from $587,500 in
December 2007 to $330,000

November and 48% from December 2007.

Now before you go out and mail your keys to the lender in
lieu of the next mortgage payment, let me assure you that if
you live in the Tri-Valley, your home has not dropped 44%

since last December. What they are talking about is the Median

Home Price. As discussed several times on this blog, the

Median Home Price is a statistic that represents the mid-point
of home sales prices (there are an equal number of home sales

above and below this point). It is used to eliminate extreme
sales (low or high) that would skew the Average Sales Price.
The problem is that the Median Home Price represents.. well
the median home price. It is not the same thing as Property
Values. Statistically, if the market sees more activity on the

lower end of the price scale, the Median Home Price will drop,

perhaps markedly as in this case. While the Median Home
Price can be useful in indicating major trends in >>Go to
www.680Homes.com to read the rest of this article.

Stunning 4 bedroom, 3 bath single story with huge bonus
room. Over $300k in recent upgrades, large private yard
with outdoor kitchen & sparkling pool, and more!

Offered at $1,499,000

PINEL

'ORS

ALAIN

Doug Buenz

Office
925.251.11M1
Direct
925.463.2000

680Homes.com

Luxurious single story with 4 bedrooms, 3 baths, and a
1/3 acre cul-de-sac lot with views. Represented buyers.

Sold for $1,025,000

apr.com | PLEASANTON | 900 Main Street 925.251.1111

BLAISE
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PLEASANTON HEIGHTS

ALAIN PINEL
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PRIVATE CUSTOM ESTATE

NEW LISTING
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857 (UPPER) ABBIE STREET, PLEASANTON
Private upgraded custom single story home on the crest of a hill with floor to ceiling
windows to take in panoramic views of Pleasanton Ridge, oak studded hills and gorgeous
sunsets. You are secluded yet in the heart of Pleasanton. Walk to Main Street and enjoy
downtown Pleasanton. Large private grounds (16,308 sq. ft.) with exceptional views,
guest unit/cabana, large patio areas with spa, and sitting/viewing deck for relaxing or
entertaining! Save money in your solar powered home. 4 bd, downstairs bonus room (51
bd option). Approx. 3,437 sq. ft. including separate guest unit/cabana. Option to expand
lower level within existing house footprint! Don't miss itt OFFERED AT $1,295,000

OLDE TOWNE

PENDING
Tk

673 ABBIE STREET, PLEASANTON
Premium secluded location in desirable Olde Towne on .30 acre lot. Walk to
Downtown Pleasanton! Professionally landscaped, private rear yard with refin-
ished decks and your own personal vineyard! Three bedrooms, two and a half
baths. Approximately 2,000 square feet. Hardwood flooring. Newer roof. Three
car garage. Excellent condition!

OFFERED AT $899,500

3752 TRENERY DRIVE, PLEASANTON
Gorgeous Mediterranean custom home on premium +/- one acre estate lot. Private
secluded location. This home has approximately 8,402 square feet (6,141 on main level),
seven bedrooms plus private office, and seven and a half bathrooms. Expansive gourmet
kitchen. Antique marble, and Brazilian cherry hardwood floors. Extremely private rear
grounds—great for entertaining with in-ground swimming pool. Expansive lawn area
and beautiful mature landscaping. Circular driveway and oversized four plus car garage.
Conveniently located in town near services, activities, and walking distance to desirable

Mohr Elementary! OFFERED AT $3,795,000

925.846.6500

www.blaiselofland.com
blaise@blaiselofland.com
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REALTORS
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SHADOW CLIFF

NEW LISTINGJ"
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2860 EL CAPITAN DRIVE, PLEASANTON
Check out this updated single story home with three bedrooms, two baths, and
approximately 1,140 square feet. Great starter home or investment property!
Excellent condition! Lots of additional features including, new interior paint, new
carpet and blinds throughout. Wilsonart wood flooring. New kitchen appliances.
Central heat/air. Tile Roof. Private rear yard. Neighborhood park.
OFFERED AT $549,500

L s

BRAND NEW SINGLE LEVEL CUSTOM HOM,
Brand new single level custom home. This premium .45 acre lot is
surrounded by Oak studded open space. At the gateway to the Wine
Country. Panoramic views of Mt. Diablo/the Valley. 4 bd /4.5 ba, formal
office, plus/bonus room. Approx. 4,716 sq ft. Lg gourmet kitchen with
granite slab/stainless steel appliances. Lg master suite with fireplace.
Hardwood and marble flooring. Photovoltaic (5 kw) solar system.
Professionally landscaped front yard. OFFERED AT $1,899,000

SILVER OAKS PREMIUM LOTS
ALSO AVAILABLE

Wine Country Location
Premium Level Lots
Expansive Views

Build Your Dream Home!

LOT| SIZE HOME STYLE PRICE
1 34,400 Single Story $649,000
2 23,670 Two Story $649,000
3 30,030 Two Story SOLD!
4 20,300 Single Story $649,000
6 19,647 Single Story SOLD!
7 22,494 Single Story PENDING!

Visit www. SilverOaksEstates.com for more information

PLEASANTON 900 Main Street

Pleasanton Weekly e January 30, 2009  Page 27



apr.com

Thinking of selling your home?
Let Alain Pinel Realtors list your property.
We have qualified buyers. Contact us today.

A
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ALAIN PINEL

REALTORS

BLAISE LOFLAND BY APPOINTMENT

PLEASANTON $3,795,000
Gorgeous Mediterranean custom home.
Private secluded location. Gourmet kitchen.
Antique marble/hardwood floors. Private
rear grounds—great for entertaining.
In-ground pool/spa. Beautiful landscaping.

MOXLEY TEAM BY APPOINTMENT

PLEASANTON $2,395,000
Views of Pleasanton and backs to open
space. Open floorplan, 4.5 car garage,
500+/-sf. Guest house, private cul-de-sac.
Amazing entertaining home with high
end finishes. Media room and office.

SYLVIA DESIN BY APPOINTMENT

PLEASANTON $1,695,000
Immaculate 6bd/5.5ba home. 4689+/-sf on
a 18,708+/-sf lot. Solar pool/spa. Detached
guest cottage. 4 car garage. Gourmet
kitchen, stainless steel appliances. 1bd/1ba
downstairs. Backs to open space.

MOXLEY TEAM BY APPOINTMENT

PLEASANTON $1,675,000
Sub-dividable 1.67+/-acre lot in central
Pleasanton. 5bd/3.5ba 4,196+/-sf main
house. Lot split 43,846+/-sf and 27,642+/-
sf. Rare opportunity!

BLAISE LOFLAND BY APPOINTMENT

PLEASANTON $1,295,000
Private upgraded custom single story.
Large Private grounds (16,308+/-sf). Solar
powered home. 4bd, downstairs bonus
room (5th bed opt). 3,437+/-sf including
separate guest unit/cabana.

SALLY MARTIN BY APPOINTMENT

PLEASANTON $999,900
Adjusted price. Terrific value. 5bd/2.5ba,
3,250+/-sf. Great home! Granite kitchen/
stainless appliances/island/cherry cabi-
nets. Travertine floors. Custom millwork.
Crown molding/upgraded carpets. Spa.

MOXLEY TEAM BY APPOINTMENT

PLEASANTON $899,000
Open floor plan features 5bd/3ba/bonus
room (1bd/1ba downstairs), 2913+/-sf,
formal DR, FR has fireplace. Kitchen has
granite slab counters with service island.
Pool/spa and firepit.

TIM MCGUIRE BY APPOINTMENT

.r g

PLEASANTON $875,000
4bd/2.5ba, 2164+/-sf home on a court.
Remodeled custom kitchen with gran-
ite, maple wood floors, updated baths.
9000+/-sf lot with pool.

TIM MCGUIRE BY APPOINTMENT

. | o d

PLEASANTON $819,000
4bd/3ba 2146+/-sf in Pleasanton Valley.
Maple kitchen cabinets with corian coun-
ters. New dual pane windows and French
doors.

SUE MCKINLEY BY APPOINTMENT

JOYCE JONES BY APPOINTMENT

PLEASANTON $755,000
Look at this 5bd/3ba, 2471+/-sf home.
Court location. Custom crown moulding/
lighting and paint. Updated kitchen, bath,
flooring, A/C, roof. Pool with removable
child safe fence. Award winning schools.

PLEASANTON $735,000
Updates galore! 4bd/2.5ba, upstairs
bonus room, updated kitchen with granite
counters, Brazilian Cherry wood floors,
Cherry cabinets, Plantation shutters, sur-
round sound, plush yards and pool.

MARK LAFFERTY BY APPOINTMENT

PLEASANTON $729,950
This Del Prado home is absolutely gor-
geous. Features include dual pane win-
dows/plantation shutters/beautiful swim-
ming pool/downstairs master has walk-in
closet/formal LR/DR/central heat and air.

TIM MCGUIRE BY APPOINTMENT

$729,000
3bd 2ba 1815+/-sf home on a court one
block from the sports park. New Island
Kitchen with Quartz counters, maple
cabinets.

SUE MCKINLEY BY APPOINTMENT

JOYCE JONES BY APPOINTMENT

PLEASANTON $690,000
Completely updated; court location, 3-car
garage; side access. 4bd/3ba. 2 master
bed; 1 up and 1 down. Detached in-law
unit with permits. Close to award-win-
ning schools, 580/680 freeways.

PLEASANTON | 900 Main Street 925.251.1111

PLEASANTON $675,000
4bd/3ba plus family/bonus room with pel-
let burning stove, kitchen features; granite
slab counter tops, tumble stone back-
splash, stainless appliances, alarm, indoor
laundry, updated baths, side yard.

MARK LAFFERTY BY APPOINTMENT

LIVERMORE $509,950
Beautiful 5bd/2ba Sunset West property.
Features include updated baths/formal
LR with bay window/custom two-tone
paint/central heat and air/dual pane win-
dows/plus a newer roof.

LIVERMORE | 2300 First Street 925.583.1111 =]




