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Thursday, 
February 5th

6-9 pm
Downtown Pleasanton

For more information, contact Nickie Hoppe at 
events@pleasantondowntown.net or (925) 484-2199

Tickets are available for purchase in advance  
at the following locations:

Clover Creek, 670 Main St.
Pleasanton Downtown Association, 830-A Main St.

Studio 7 Fine Arts, 400 Main St.
The Rose Hotel, 807 Main St.

Cash or checks only. No credit cards.

Over 25 members from the Livermore Valley 
Winegrowers Association will showcase red 
and white wines, ports, dessert wines & 

champagnes. 

Tastings will be complemented by a variety  
of sweets & hors d’oeuvres

Rain or shine.
No refunds.

Not responsible for lost 
or stolen tickets.

Pick up your wine glass and event map between 5:45–7:30pm  
at Washington Mutal Bank, 561 Main St.

Sponsors:

Price includes wine glass,  
event map and tastings

Truffles, Tidbits 
& Wine Tasting

TICKETS:
$25 through February 4th
$30 at the Door, IF NOT SOLD OUT

The Pleasanton Downtown Association presents

WEEKLY
P L E A S A N T O N

WEEKLY
P L E A S A N T O N

1273 N. Livermore Avenue, Livermore, CA

(925) 455-8021
www.valleymontessorischool.com

Fully Accredited by the Western Association of Schools  
and Colleges (WASC) & the American Montessori Society (AMS)

A supportive environment designed to develop 
academic, personal and social potential with 
an integrated curriculum inspiring creativity, 
natural curiosity and a love of learning.

“An Education for Life”

925-461-3008 or  
www.pilatesonspring.com  
to sign up for individual  
or class offerings

In 2009 I will stand tall, 
balance and breathe
In 2009, I will do Pilates

273 Spring St., Pleasanton, CA 94566

www.wealth-mgt.net www.WMAinsurance.net
400 Main St., Suite 200, Pleasanton, CA 94566

Just laid off? Don’t know what to do with your 401(K) or Health Insurance?

Prosperity . Security . Family . Stability.

Founded in 1989

Focused on helping families 
and individuals to meet 
their fi nancial goals by 

providing comprehensive 
fi nancial planning and 

insurance services.

Securities and investment advice offered through Transamerica Financial Advisors, Inc. A Registered Broker/Dealer and Investment Advisor. Member FINRA & SIPC.



GRAHAM-HITCH
MORTUARY

Dignified Care  
& Compassionate Service 

Since 1891

Advance Planning 
Made Easy

Call Deanna for a FREE 
 consultation. In-home 

visits available.

4167 First Street, Pleasanton

925-846-5624
Crematory Privately Owned  

& Operated
FD#429

You may qualify 
through your insurance

(925) 249-9642
4725 First Street #270
Downtown Pleasanton

Visit www.taharacenter.com

FREE(   )
Body Composition Analysis!

Typical 
Medical 
Offi ce’s 

Rate $80

LOSE 15 TO 
30 LBS. 

in 2 Weeks

Detox Weight Loss Center

Lose Weight Rapidly
Gain Optimal Energy and Health

Easily Adopt New Nutritional Habits

Weight Loss 
and Wellness Center

bottles...receive 
1 box weight-release 
tea FREE ($40 value)

receive monthly sauna 
membership FREE 

($200 value)

First Sale Ever of 
Tahara Formula!

A s readers, viewers and 
advertisers shuffle the ways 
they get their news and sell 

their products as if they have some 
sort of a universal remote capable 
of switching media, those of us in 
the business of conveying infor-
mation to this news-thirsty crowd 
are using technology to keep up 
with the changes. Contrary to some 
reports that the media as we know it 
is dying, panelists at Wednesday’s 
Media Day discussion at Las Positas 
College pointed out how it’s get-
ting better. Look at the Pleasanton 
Weekly. I talked about how we 
have evolved in just the nine years 
we’ve been publishing our Friday 
paper into an online leader where 
readers can surf 24 hours a day 
for updated news, advertising and 
a popular free-access blog under 
the heading Town Square. Several 
months ago we started Express, an 
abbreviated report that we send as 
an email to more than 6,000 sub-
scribers who have signed up for this 
free service. Starting next Monday, 
we’ll be publishing Express with 
an email sent at 8 a.m. Monday 
through Friday.
 We’re not alone in making 
changes to accommodate the New 
Media, as Mark Curtis, former news 
anchor at KTVU in Oakland told 
Wednesday’s group. Suddenly laid 
off by the station, he used tech-
nology to launch his own video 
news service, traveling the country 
during the presidential campaigns 
last year and signing up to media 
users to broadcast his material. As 
advertising revenue dries up for TV 
stations such as KTVU, and news 
staffs are downsized, enterprising 
entrepreneurs such as Curtis are fill-
ing the information gap. Others are 
trying, with Curtis pointing out how 
the lines are increasingly blurred 
between professional reporters and 
writers and the Internet postings 
such as the Huffington, Limbaugh 
and Drudge reports that offer opin-
ion in the name of news. Even 
though readers and viewers want to 
know about breaking news now, not 

at 5 p.m. or the next morning, they 
also need accurate, objective reports 
which is what the established press 
can do best.
 Other panelists at Media Day, 
which is part of the Pleasanton 
Chamber of Commerce’s annual 
Leadership Pleasanton program, 
were Kori Hulac, co-editor of the 
Tri-Valley Herald/Valley Times 
news bureau on Spring Street in 
Pleasanton, and Dory Culver, man-
aging editor of KCBS News Radio. 
Hulac, who started at the Herald 10 
years ago, has the toughest job of 
those who spoke Wednesday. She 
finds herself surrounded by empty 
desks and few reporters although 
the missions of the two daily news-
papers are still the same. With five 
reporters to cover three counties, 
she has to carefully sort out the 
important meetings and newsmaker 
luncheons. Her staff has shrunk 40 
percent since the merger of Knight-
Ridder and Bay Area News Group, 
but she’s still very upbeat. As a 
part of the papers’ News Paper task 
force, Hulac is working with the 
technology side in “reinventing” 
the publications, as she put it, with 
increased emphasis on a website 
that offers videos, live interviews, 
special reports, even music. She 
doesn’t expect the New Media to 
ever fully replace printed newspa-
pers, but readers will have more 
choices and can be interactive in 
how they receive their news, adver-
tisements and in their ability to 
influence what’s covered.
 Culver at KCBS seems less 
directly affected by the deteriora-
tion in advertising revenue, but 
technology at her station is giv-
ing drivers more options, including 
membership satellite radio. Few 
listeners apparently tune in the all-
news station in their homes, so 
KCBS has added FM to their news 
outlet as well as a website. One of 
the station’s newest promotions is 
“KCBS Radio, now in HD.” And 
this in a state that just banned text 
messaging as a detraction for safe 
driving.  

   AroundPleasanton
by Jeb Bing

About the Cover
Recyclables are sorted out from among the trash at Pleasanton Garbage 
Service. The facility on Busch Road is overwhelmed with stacks of materi-
als, since the market has reached historic lows. Photo by Emily West.
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AT AN EXCEPTIONAL VALUE

SAVINGS
ON TIRES, AUTOMOTIVE, REPAIRS

 & MAINTENANCE

RyNck TIRE & AUTO
CENTERS

RyNck TIRE & AUTO
CENTERS

Reg.$3995

Most vehicles 
Plus disposal fee

Save 
$20

PLEASANTON   3420 Stanley Blvd.   925-462-4900
PLEASANTON* 4216 Rosewood Dr.  925-734-3444

Also Dublin, Livermore, and Castro Valley

$5995
INTEGRITY

As 
Low
As

P175/70R13
$3995

ENSIGN AS

As 
Low
As

P175/65R14

Must present coupon. Expires 1/22/09

DELUXE LUBE, OIL, 
FILTER CHANGE & TIRE ROTATION

 (if applicable)

$2995

M
AINTENANCE

30-60-90K 
SCHEDULED VEHICLE MAINTENANCE

$25OFF

SAFETY Front and 
Rear Axle

Allow 6 to 8 weeks for Rebate Check delivery. See store for complete details.

See store for more details

$100 minimum purchase required. See Store for details. 

Must present coupon. Expires 1/22/09

From websites  
to mailbox delivery,  

New Media is changing

Check out

every day
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(925) 271-0713

-Wendy Madieros, ClubSport Pleasanton Member

Get More Today: Call (925) 271-0713

GET MORE  be inspired. Q: What is your 2009 New 
Year’s resolution and how do 
you plan to keep it?
Asked around town

Alex Thome

I would like to get a job that coin-
cides with my major. I am graduat-
ing from Columbia University this 
May with a major in international 
affairs and my ideal job would be 
to work somewhere in the Latin 
American region working in devel-
opment or education reform.
 
 
 

Geoff Haskell

I would like to visit new places and 
meet new people. I am venturing 
into a new career change for the 
first time in 12 years. I was recently 
a pastor and now I am going into 
medical sales so I am looking for-
ward to the new opportunities in the 
new year.
 
 
 

Andre McKenzie

I am going to try to spend more 
time at home with my family. I cur-
rently commute to Fremont and I 
work approximately 70 to 80 hours 
a week as an engineer. I never have 
dinner at home and I work on the 
weekends so my goal is to change 
that a bit. 

Jenn Bell

I would like to become more envi-
ronmentally conscious by recycling 
our food in the green waste bins 
versus throwing it out in the gar-
bage can every week.
 
 
 
 
 

Sara Marek (with her son 
Nathan)

I have two resolutions: The first 
one is to live a healthier lifestyle by 
exercising more and eating better. 
I’m not looking to lose weight but I 
just want to feel better and health-
ier. My second resolution is to get 
my son to sleep consistently as he 
still wakes up twice in the middle 
of the night.
 

StreetwiseStreetwise

Have a Streetwise question? E-mail: editor@PleasantonWeekly.com
Compiled by Hillary Bessiere



Newsfront
Vandalism update

After Election Day, the Patrick 
family’s home on Kern Court 
and their car were spraypaint-
ed, toilet papered and egged, 
and the car tires and Barack 
Obama sign were slashed. 
Thought by many to be racially 
motivated, because the family 
is black, police said it was hard 
to determine whether it was a 
hate crime since the vandal-
ism didn’t explicitly include 
racial symbols or language. A 
little more than two months 
later, Lt. Darrin Davis said the 
case is still open, but they have 
exhausted all leads. 

Design a license plate

 The California Coastal 
Commission has announced 
its Whale Tail License Plate 
Design Contest, with submis-
sions being accepted until Jan. 
15. The winning artwork will 
be featured on a new official 
DMV license plate that will 
be available for purchase by 
all California drivers. The con-
test is a chance to give wide-
spread exposure and visibility 
to the work of local artists, as 
well as promoting the preserva-
tion of the state’s ocean and 
coastal resources. Submissions 
must be postmarked or hand-
delivered to the commission’s 
San Francisco office by 5 p.m. 
Jan. 15 to be accepted for the 
contest. For guidelines, entry 
forms and other questions, visit 
http://www.coastal.ca.gov/pub-
liced/plate/newplatecontest.
html.

Inaguration event  
is moved

 An Inaguration Ball once 
planned to be held at the 
Alameda County Fairgrounds, 
which had been featured in the 
Pleasanton Weekly’s calendar, 
has been moved to Berkeley. The 
celebration honoring President 
Elect Barack Obama will be 
from 6 p.m. to midnight Jan. 
20 at H’s Lordships Restaurant, 
located at 199 Seawall. Tickets 
range from $100 to $250 per 
person. For details, visit www.
oaklandinaguralball.myevent.
com or call 510-878-2480. 

Corrections
The Weekly desires to correct  
all significant errors. To request  
a correction, call the editor  
at (925) 600-0840 or e-mail:  
editor@PleasantonWeekly.com

News Digest

by Jeb Bing 

T he Pleasanton City Council 
Tuesday night rejected for a 
second time a bid by a mar-

tial arts professional to operate a 
childcare facility for 20 children at 
a time in the Valley Business Park 
off Valley Avenue.
 The council voted 4-1 to support 
Councilwoman Cindy McGovern 
who successfully sought to over-
turn the city Planning Commission’s 
approval of the project on Nov. 12 and 
a subsequent recommendation that 
the council abide by that decision.
 Brian Dolan, director of 
Community Development, said his 

staff had determined that John Pfund 
had met—or would soon meet—all 
requirements needed for a condition-
al use permit to operate his Martial 
Arts Academy in a section of a build-
ing at 1262 Quarry Lane, which is 
zoned for industrial uses.
 But in a nearly two-hour-long 
discussion with the council, Pfund 
and Dolan acknowledged, under 
questioning by McGovern and oth-
ers on the council, that the facility 
still lacked approvals by the fire 
department and building inspec-
tors because final approval by state 
authorities has not been obtained.
 Although McGovern said she 
opposes placing childcare facilities 

in an industrial park, she was even 
more concerned that state authorities 
have yet to complete a background 
check on Pfund, which he asked for 
in April of 2008. He needs a back-
ground check approval by the state to 
obtain a childcare operating license.
 Dolan said Pfund is in a “Catch 
22” situation, with the state contend-
ing that it cannot issue a license 
until he has a facility to operate and 
Pleasanton fire and building officials 
saying they can’t approve the facility 
until he is prepared to operate it.
 Dolan suggested that the coun-
cil approve Pfund’s request for an 
operating permit on condition that 
he can open the facility for child-

care only when he has the required 
state license. In the end, that was 
a condition of approval favored 
by Councilman Jerry Thorne, who 
said Pfund had worked hard over 
the last year to satisfy conditions 
imposed by both the Planning 
Commission and City Council and 
should be allowed to proceed once 
he has the license.
 Others disagreed, however, and 
supported McGovern in voting 
against the project because of con-
cerns beyond the childcare license 
problem.
 Asked why it is taking so long for 

Incomplete background check foils bid 
to open childcare facility 

Council nixes earlier approval by Planning Commission, city staff

(continued on page 8)

Gunman 
robs man 
at mall

Robbery is Stoneridge’s 
second in a month

P leasanton police are still search-
ing for an armed man who 
robbed another man in a park-

ing lot at Stoneridge Shopping Center 
Sunday evening. It’s the second park-
ing lot robbery to have occurred there 
in just over a month.
 Two men driving a late-model 
1980s Toyota Tercel approached a 
man walking in a southwest parking 
lot near Macy’s department store at 
1300 Stoneridge Mall Road at 7:25 
p.m., according to police.
 Sgt. Jim Knox said they are not 
aware of any witnesses. If anyone did 
see the event, they are encouraged to 
call police at 931-5100. 
 The passenger of the Toyota report-
edly got out of the car and pointed a 
gun at the victim, demanding he hand 
over his wallet and cell phone.
 A woman leaving Stoneridge Mall 
on Dec. 2 was followed by a man who 
threw her on the ground in the course 
of stealing her purse, according to 
Pleasanton police.
 The thief was later arrested when 
two witnesses chased after him and 
kept him from driving off in a motor-
cycle. The suspect fled to a wood-
ed area near the mall where officers 
caught up with him, police reported.
 The suspect wielding a gun in Sunday’s 
parking lot robbery is described as a 
man standing 5-feet 10-inches to 6-feet 
tall and wearing a black ski mask.
 The gun was reported to be a black 
semi-automatic handgun.
 Carrie Williams, marketing director at 
Stoneridge Mall, said the center imple-
ments a holistic approach when it comes 
to security, which includes, “continuous 

Police continue search  
for stolen paintings

Local artist Charlotte Severin puts value at $2,000

P olice are continuing to 
search for three paintings 
by noted Pleasanton art-

ist Charlotte Severin that were 
stolen last week from the front 
lobby of the Pleasanton Hotel 
restaurant Dec. 30. She estimat-
ed the value of the three paint-
ings at $2,000.
 The theft, which Severin 
noticed when she went to the 
hotel for a New Year’s Eve din-
ner, apparently took place dur-
ing a late night party the night 
before for restaurant owners Bill 
and Vernie Laube. The Laubes, 

who had owned and operated 
the restaurant since 1983, closed 
it New Year’s Day after build-
ing owner Sue Martinovich of 
Alamo refused to extend their 
lease beyond Dec. 31.
 Severin said two of her paint-
ings, “Second Street Victorian” 
and “Pleasanton Ranch,” were 
left untouched on the walls 
near the restaurant’s bar, but 
the three that were taken were 
hanging on both sides of the 
front lobby walls, where they’ve 

(continued on page 6)

Artist Charlotte Severin holds a 
copy of one of the three paintings 
stolen from the Pleasanton Hotel.

 Page 5

Marching into the New Year
Amador Valley High School made quite a presence in London as the Marching Dons and two 

cheerleaders were invited to take part in the annual New Year’s Day parade. The marching band 
and colorguard also took part in the event in 2004 and was one of 16 bands from the United 
States to be chosen to participate in the internationally televised event. 

AVHS Cheerleaders Kaja Rassmussen, a junior, and Baqiyya Bent, a sophomore, also took part in 
the parade. The two, along with other teammates, were invited this summer at the Camp of Champs. 
It was the first trip for Rassmussen and the second for Bent, who attended last year. 

S
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(continued on page 8)
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15% OFF personal training packages 
EXPIRES JANUARY 31ST 

925-353-4894 
Www.reactivegym.com 

The independence you want, the assistance you need.

License #015601283

independence is all about choice.  
 ■ Apartments with kitchenettes  

■ A wide array of amenities 
■ On-site memory care 

THE PARKVIEW
ASSISTED LIVING IN PLEASANTON

Call Today!
925/ 461-3042

www.eskaton.org 
managed by Eskaton

Hotel restaurant relics
for sale Wednesday

Cocktail tables, gas hanging lights, china among items on auction block

 On Wednesday, Pleasanton resi-
dents will be able to purchase a piece 
of local history as auctioneers will be 
selling off antique furniture and other 
restaurant materials at the Pleasanton 
Hotel. 
 A number of historic restaurant rel-
ics will be auctioned off, including 
cocktail tables, lounge chairs, a foun-
tain statue, antique mirrors, cabinets, 
gas hanging lights and china. The auc-
tion will be conducted by J.G. Bonilla 
Auctioneers of San Leandro. 
 The auction starts at 11 a.m. but 
viewing of the items is available at 9 
a.m. at the hotel, 855 Main St.
 For information, visit www.jgbonil-
laauctions.com.

—Janet Pelletier
On Wednesday, a variety of items in the Pleasanton Hotel restaurant will be 
auctioned off to the public, including gas hanging lights, above.

been hanging on a “loan” basis for 
six months. Apparently, they were 
taken sometime after 10 p.m. Dec. 
30, when they were last seen, and 
the morning of New Year’s Eve 
Day when an employee noticed 
they were gone. Laube, however, 
didn’t learn they were missing until 
Severin told him that night.
 The three missing paintings are:

view of the Kolln Hardware build-
ing and the Pleasanton Arch, which 
Severin painted from her canvass 
at the Blue Agave Restaurant. The 
painting measures 12x16 inches 
and is mounted in a large frame 
with matting. The painting was 
being offered for sale at $495.

watercolor painted from the bot-
tom of a church parking lot off 
First Street near the Arroyo del 
Valle, the scene is of a group of 
farm buildings and an old Victorian 
house that was once owned by the 

students in her art classes to this 

spot to teach painting techniques. 
The painting measures 15x22 inch-
es and is mounted in a large frame 
with matting. The painting was 
being offered for sale at $650.

the corner of the Lighthouse Baptist 

showing the Game Warden’s house 
at 4512 Second St., where he lived 
in the late 1800s. The beautifully 
restored Victorian is now owned 

painting measures 18x24 inches 
and is mounted in a large frame 
with matting. The painting was 
being offered for sale at $850.
 Severin is an award-winning 
Bay Area Plein Air artist whose 
works are displayed in public and 
private collections in the U.S. and 
many foreign countries, including 
Japan, Guatemala, France, Germany 
and Mexico, as well as the foreign 
consulates and embassies in San 
Francisco. Some corporate collectors 
have acquired as many as 25 of her 
works in permanent collections, and 
she has completed commissions for 
international corporations as well.
 A founder of the Pleasanton 

Art League, she has championed 
a number of city and civic art 
projects and shows and was instru-

tion on Railroad Avenue.
 Along with other local artists, 
Severin frequently loans out her 
work for exhibits in Pleasanton and 
Livermore, including the Museum On 
Main, Livermore Public Library, cor-
porations, retail businesses and res-
taurants, and the Pleasanton Hotel.
 “In all the time that I have exhib-
ited my paintings, never has one 
been taken,” she said. “It’s just 
unbelievable.”
 Severin said it’s possible that 
someone mistakenly took the paint-
ings as souvenirs because the hotel 
restaurant was closing. She asks 
that anyone with information con-
tact her, police or the Pleasanton 
Weekly.
 The paintings also can be 
dropped off at the front desk of 
the Pleasanton Weekly, 5506 Sunol 
Blvd., Monday through Friday 
from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., with 
no questions asked. 

—Jeb Bing

Paintings
(continued from page 5)

Senior center to be site of monthly 
consumer affairs clinics 

Residents can get help resolving complaints by meeting with a counselor 

will begin offering a consumer 
affairs clinic the first Tuesday of 
the month, beginning on Feb. 3, the 
city of Pleasanton announced.
 The clinic, offered by the 

Affairs, will be held from 10 a.m. 
to noon.
 While aimed at mature adults, 
who are often vulnerable to scams, 
the clinics are open to all age 
groups. Residents can call 931-
5365 to make an appointment with 
a consumer affair counselor that 
will help resolve consumer-specific 

issues. The type of disputes typi-
cally handled through the program 
relate to refunds, repair/rework, 
service, product exchange, elec-
tronic and appliance service con-
tracts and warranty issues.

The program is responsible for 
resolving consumer complaints 
that pertain to the following indus-
tries: automotive repair, home fur-
nishings, electronic and appliance 

repair, private investigator, private 
security, burglar alarm, reposses-
sion, locksmith, security guard, 
baton and firearm training, hearing 
aid dispenser and cemetery and 
funeral.
 The state consumer affairs 
department approached the center 
about holding the monthly clinics. 
They will set up an information 
booth from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Jan. 
20 at the senior center where those 
interested can learn more about 
what services the consumer affairs 
department offers.

—Janet Pelletier
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 In a recent letter to the Editor 
(“Let’s hear solutions, not com-
plaints) the writer criticizes Kathy 
Clark-Morrison for providing us 
with an accurate picture of what 
downtown Pleasanton looks like 
today and then criticizes her for not 
providing a picture of what down-
town should look like tomorrow. In 
all due respect, if the gentleman is 
looking for someone to decide for 
him, I’ll go first. Morrison informed 
us that, currently about 35% of 
Main Street’s sidewalk frontage is 
occupied by a restaurant – parking 
lots use 26% – automobile-oriented 
businesses, like banks 18% – 
pedestrian-oriented businesses 16% 
– with 4% vacancies.
 Success to me would be more 
retail and less parking lot frontage 
on Main Street and a commercial 
district that’s continually increasing 
its pedestrian environment without 
the aid of staged events. The goal – 
a self-functioning, self-substainable 
pedestrian environment where 
staged events are added attractions, 
not the main event.

How do we get there?
I’ve always argued that the ingre-
dients for success for our little one 
street downtown are “density” and 
“location”. Density measured not 
so much by building square foot-
age, but more so by the number of 
pedestrian customers served daily 
and environment created by build-
ing square footage and linear feet 
of sidewalk frontage consumed. As 
an example of my way of thinking, 
I’ll compare the Rose Hotel located 
on the north side of Main Street, 
to the Tully Building on the south 
side. Both beautifully designed, 
built, maintained and both located 
on a Main Street corner, and both 
unquestionably good for downtown.
 The 38,000 sq. ft. automobile-
oriented Rose Hotel occupies about 
320 lineal feet of sidewalk frontage 
and was designed, and approved to 
serve 39, or so out-of-town business 
people or visitors daily. Roughly 1/
per 1000 sq. ft. of building space, or 
1/per 8 lineal of sidewalk front-
age. The pedestrian-oriented Tully 
Building is 1/3 the size, uses ½ the 
frontage, and serves 100s and 100s 
of Pleasanton citizens “and” visitors 
daily.
 But much more important to 
downtown’s revitalization efforts 
by my way of thinking are the 
pedestrian environment the Tully 
building creates and the 100s of 
potential pedestrian customers its 
pedestrian-oriented businesses 
generate for other businesses in 
that area. Assisting them to succeed 
and generate even more potential 
customers for even more nearby 
pedestrian-oriented businesses. 
“Life attracts life”, wrote urban 
activist, Jane Jacobs. I believe Tully’s 

success demonstrates this view.

 In “Downtown, reborn or rebuilt, 
Part I” (Pleasanton Weekly 2002) 
written in opposition to placing 
City Offices on Main Street, I wrote, 
“With downtown’s meager develop-
ment limitations clearly understood 
why consume prime pedestrian street 
frontage with automobile-oriented 
businesses or institutions which would 
attract equal patronage if located at 
less desirable locations. It seems to 
me this accommodates co-existence 
thereby more efficiently intensifying 
downtown’s density.” Over time I 
believe the Firehouse Theatre will 
reveal the logic in this thinking.
 And let’s not forget time has 
already revealed that since the ma-
jority of customers arrive downtown 
by car, filling the commercial district 
with one-dimensional restau-
rants and low vitality 5-day, 9 to 5 
automobile oriented institutions 
and businesses with no parking, or 
private parking, that sit vacant when 
parking is needed the most, can only 
lead to parking shortages at peak 
parking hours and empty sidewalks 
and retail stores and vacant parking 
spaces at other hours. Analyze it – 
accept it – it is.

Where do we go from 
here?
 Depends on one’s view of what 
success looks like? But if it looks 
like more retail and less asphalt 
on Main Street and a commercial 
district “jump started” in the direc-
tion of self-sustainability with the 
least amount of character assassina-
tion, then by my way of thinking 
the logical solutions begins at Gay 
Nineties Pizza and Domus parking 
lots and the key to the gate is den-
sity. Density and Location.
 After literary studying hundreds 
of downtowns the authors of “Cities 
Back from the Edge” wrote, “A walk-
able community does not guarantee 
a walking community. Sidewalks 
without interesting things to walk by 
or destinations to walk to will not eas-
ily draw pedestrians.”

 But what about others? What 
would success look like to down-
town’s most influential group, the 
Pleasanton Downtown Asso-
ciation? How would they get us 
there? Where should downtown 
go from here? Remember, above 
all, time has revealed (time reveals 
everything) that its not silence or 
criticism, but accurate informa-
tion (like Morrison’s) and a variety 
of opinions and solutions from a 
variety of sources (like anyone) 
presented openly that is needed in 
order to sort out the “right” solu-
tions. What do you think? Give us 
your thoughts.

—Robert W. Byrd

Paid for by Robert Byrd

Downtown
Pleasanton Part II

Reborn     or   Rebuilt?

Donations still being accepted 
for Zuffa family

Police decline to reveal any new information in ongoing investigation 
by Janet Pelletier

 Donations are still trickling in for 
the family of a woman who received 
second- and third-degree burns to 
her body after her home exploded 
and a fire ensued.
 Pleasanton Middle School, 
which is where the family’s young-
est son attends classes, has been 
leading a fundraising drive since 
early December. School secretary 
Karen Buchanan said the school 
has received $3,595, which includes 
cash and checks written out to PMS. 
That amount does not include checks 
written out in the Zuffa’s name and 
dropped at the front office, she said, 
which were handed over to the fam-
ily. The community has also sup-
ported the family through gift cards, 
totaling at least $2,000, Buchanan 
added. In addition to PMS’s drive, 
Andrew Ochoa, a fellow classmate 
and friend of the youngest son, col-
lected both monetary and clothing 
donations. To donate to the family, 
call PMS at 426-4390 or stop by the 
front office at 5001 Case Ave.
 The woman who was injured, 
Deonna Zuffa, 40, is listed in critical 

but stable condition at St. Francis 
Memorial Hospital’s Bothin Burn 
Center in San Francisco, according to 
police. A woman who answered the 
phone at the burn center Wednesday 
said the family was declining press 
inquiries.
 Discussion has mounted on the 
Weekly’s Town Square online dis-
cussion forum with users posting 
a number of their theories. Police, 
who were asked to investigate the 
fire by the Livermore-Pleasanton 
Fire Department, have classified 
the case as “suspicious,” but have 
remained tight-lipped. 
 Here are the known facts about the 
incident: the fire broke out at about 
11 a.m. Dec. 8 in the 800 block of 
East Angela Street. Deonna Zuffa, 
who was the only person home, was 
witnessed by neighbors running out 
of the home, engulfed by flames. The 
family’s two dogs were not injured in 
the fire as they were being taken to 
a pet groomer. Neighbors said they 
heard a loud explosion that shook the 
ground, followed by the blaze that 
has left the single-story home located 
across the street from St. Augustine 

Catholic Church a total loss. 
 Police have ruled out natural gas 
as being the cause of the explo-
sion and fire, but have not released 
an official cause. Police acknowl-
edged that the Zuffas owned muscle 
cars and go-karts and had gasoline 
containers stored in the garage, but 
declined to say whether the gas may 
have contributed to the explosion or 
fire. Police have also declined to say 
where the fire was started, which also 
damaged two neighboring homes and 
displaced a second family. 
 Sgt. Jim Knox said police won’t 
have any new information to reveal 
especially since they have yet to 
speak with Deonna Zuffa.
 Zuffa and her husband Keith filed 
for Chapter 13 bankruptcy in June, 
according to public records. The 
case was dismissed on Oct. 30, but 
a court commissioner said it is still 
open and a court date was set for 
Feb. 9. Records also show the home 
was sold for $75,000 in a foreclo-
sure sale on Sept. 30 to Marilyn and 
Richard Greenberg.
 To comment on this topic, visit 
www.pleasantonweekly.com. 

Bring the gnomes home
Decorations stolen from two residential Christmas displays

by Emily West

 In the 10 years John and Tracey 
Weber have put up their popular 
Christmas light display in their 
yard, they never had any trouble. 
This year, however, thefts out for 
lighted gnomes put a damper on the 
fun-spirited tradition.
 While Tracey Weber said their 
annual display is not as extensive as 
Bob’s World, it is filled with sever-
al eclectic pieces that John picks up 
when traveling. She got the gnomes 
one year at Urban Outfitters in San 
Francisco and hasn’t seen anything 
like them in other displays. 
 A week before Christmas, the 
Webers noticed two of their nine 
18-inch tall gnomes were miss-
ing from their Gray Fox Circle 
home. Thinking it was a neighbor-
hood prank, Tracey Weber said 
they drove around to spot them, but 
with no luck. A few days later, they 
noticed two more were missing. 
 “Someone had unplugged the 
other decorations and even took 
extension cords,” Tracey Weber 
said. “Who would come back and 
steal twice?”
 Soon, all but one gnome was 
gone. And sometime between New 
Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day, 
one of the three kings from their 
lighted nativity scene was taken. 
 “It took my son at least 45 min-
utes to wire each gnome and the 
wires were cut,” she continued. 
“Someone came prepared to take 
them.”
 While the family has not gone 
forward to the police, they recalled 
reading a similar story in the 

Weekly, where stolen decorations 
were anonymously returned.
 Their home on Gray Fox Circle 
is listed on LightsoftheValley.com 
and has always had a large line 
of cars passing by, especially on 
Christmas Eve. Tracey Weber said 
they will continue to decorate next 
year despite the damper put on this 
year’s display.

 “We don’t want [the thieves] to 
ruin it for everyone else,” she said. 
 In the meantime, the lone gnome 
awaits the return of his counterparts. 
 Dick and Linda Sanders, who 
live on Greenwood Road, were 
also the victims of a Christmas 
display theft. A 5-foot-tall Frosty 
the Snowman was stolen around 
Sunday night. 
 Linda Sanders said they had 
intented to take down the display 
on Sunday, but were too tired after 
church. When they arrived home 
from helping a hospital take down 
decorations, Frosty was gone. 
 “He was a gift from our daugh-
ter and delighted many over the 
Christmas season,” she said. 
 She, too, hoped that the snowman 
would be returned undamaged.  

Gnomes and one of the three kings 
were taken from the Weber family’s 
home on Gray Fox Ciricle.
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Newsfront

Elegant and Relaxing
Personalized Professional 

Nail Care

Livermore location

BOLLINGER NAIL SALON LOCATIONS

Pleasanton (across from Tully's Coffee)
310 Main Street Suite D  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (925) 484-4300 

Livermore (next to the Bankhead Theater)
2375 Railroad Ave  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (925) 455-6800 

www.Bollingernailsalon.com

FREE
Manicure
with the purchase

of a pedicure
Not valid on gift certifi cates and cannot be combined 

with any other offers. Offer expires 2-27-09

$5 OFF
any paid service of 

$25.00 or more
Not valid on gift certifi cates and cannot be combined 

with any other offers. Offer expires 2-27-09

the state to complete his background 
check, Pfund said it could be because 
of his arrest several years ago on 
a charge of child molesting. He 
said the charge was dismissed after 
the state’s attorney determined that 
there was no truth to the charge.
 “I have a top secret clearance 
from working at the Sandia National 
Laboratory and also in Dublin in 2003, 
where I had a background check as 
required,” Pfund told the council.
 Councilwoman Cheryl Cook-
Kallio countered, however, that in her 
32 years of teaching, she has never 
heard of a state-required background 
check, which all school districts 
require, taking so long and without 
any explanation from state authorities, 
Pfund or the Planning Department.
 “Although Mr. Pfund plans to oper-
ate a martial arts program, he also 
plans to enroll children as young as 
kindergarteners who will be there for 
up to six hours a day,” Cook-Kallio 
said. “That’s not a recreational facility, 
it’s childcare and he needs to have an 
approved background check before 
operating that facility.”
 Councilman Matt Sullivan 
agreed.
 “When my daughter was taking 
martial arts, she would be there for 
two hours and then come home,” 
he said. “We’re talking here about a 
program that could keep kids there 
for up to eight hours.”
 Dolan, in a staff report recom-

mending approval of the Pfund 
application, said his staff contin-
ued to support the approval by the 
Planning commission.
 “The applicant has fulfilled the 
application requirements and fol-
lowed through to meet the intent 
of the direction provided by the 
City Council in May, 2008,” Dolan 
stated in his report. “The time that 
has been taken for the background 
check by the state is out of the appli-
cant’s control and there is nothing 
more that he can do to expedite the 

state’s process.”
 After voting to overturn the Planning 
Commission’s approval of the project, 
as well as Dolan’s recommendation, 
Mayor Jennifer Hosterman told Pfund 
that the council, planners and others 
have spent months researching and 
debating the issue.
 “I hope that your background 
check will be completed and 
everything in order before you 
ever come back to this city with 
another application like this,” 
Hosterman said. 

Childcare
(continued from page 5)

City Councilwoman Cindy McGovern holds a stack of paperwork regarding a 
childcare facility proposal that the council rejected Tuesday on the grounds 
that the owner had an incomplete background check. 

Scottish 
supper
Honoring Burns  
in memory, song  

and poems

 The Pleasanton-Blairgo-
worie-Fergus-Sister City 
Organization is celebrating 
its 15th annual Burns Supper 
along with the 250th anni-
versary of Robert Burns’ 
birth.
 Born in Alloway, Scotland 
Jan. 25, 1759, Burns lived 
only 39 years and is known 
around the world as the Bard 
of Scotland. He collected 
and wrote many poems, lyr-
ics and songs. To remember 
him, Burns Suppers will be 
held in countries around the 
world. 
 The PBFSCO will cele-
brate Jan. 31 at the Pleasanton 
Marriot, located at 11950 
Dublin Canyon Road. 
Registration begins at 5:30 
p.m., with dinner following 
at 7. Tickets are $65 or a table 
of 10 is $600. The reservation 
deadline is Jan. 17. 
 For more information, 
including a registration form, 
visit www.pbsco.org or con-
tact Malcom Carden at 510-
654-7627 or at mcarden@
ix.netcom.com, or Kathy 
Tollworthy at 462-6378. 

—Emily West

Take Us Along

Over the wall
Mac Hoffman, 12, and his dad Joe read the Weekly at the Great Wall of China. 
The pair were traveling in China with Mac’s basketball team.

exterior vehicle and T3 patrols, inte-
rior foot and Segway patrols, security 
escorts, closed circuit television, park-
ing lot emergency call boxes and other 
security measures.” They also main-
tain close contact with the Pleasanton 
Police Department. 

 In addition, Williams said Ston-
eridge also has a “Tenant Aware-
ness” program that encourages the 
network of over 180 tenants and their 
employees to watch for any unusual 
occurrence, suspicious activity or 
potential issue. 
 Knox said the incidents haven’t 
caused police to increase patrols 
around the area.  

—Bay City News, Emily West

Jeb
 B

ing

Mall Robbery
(continued from page 5)
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Editorial

 Tri-Valley mayors are hoping that Washington’s willingness to 
spend billions of dollars to shore up a faltering economy could 
also speed along big ticket projects needed here. That’s why the 
mayors—Jennifer Hosterman of Pleasanton, Danville’s Newell 
Arnerich, San Ramon’s Abram Wilson, Dublin’s Tim Sbranti and 
Livermore’s Marshall Kamena—are heading to the nation’s capital 
next week. They’ll attend the U.S. Conference of Mayors annual 
meeting and also spend time meeting with the California congres-
sional delegation to lobby for federal funds to support regional 
projects. These include help on completing the East Bay Regional 
Communications System (EBRCS) to provide unified and coordi-
nated emergency communications among police, fire, hospital and 
other emergency response teams, funds for affordable housing and 
transportation funds needed to carry out improvements to regional 
streets and highways, including completion of carpool lanes on 
I-680 and I-580, State Route 84 and other intra-city arterial road-
ways.
 With the uncertain economic climate and California’s grow-
ing budget crisis, fiscal year 2009-2010 projects are not being 
adequately funded. With infrastructure investment a key tenet of 
the economic stimulus plans being discussed by President-elect 
Barack Obama and congressional Democrats, as well as at the 
Conference of Mayors meeting, there’s good reason for the five 
mayors to coordinate their travel and meet together as a unified 
regional force, which they plan to do with Congressman Jerry 
McNerney, Congresswoman Ellen Tauscher, and Senators Barbara 
Boxer and Dianne Feinstein. Other cities across the country are 
submitting similar lists for their share of a federal stimulus pack-
age that, if approved, will pour billions of dollars intro infrastruc-
ture projects.
 The Tri-Valley mayors also plan to advocate on behalf of the 
same three priorities the five cities face: transportation, afford-
able housing and public safety. The Alameda County Congestion 
Management Agency, which has been lobbying aggressively on 
behalf of funding its I-580 Corridor Mobility project, considers 
the mayors’ support essential in its effort to fund this and other 
transportation projects. The mayors’ missions have garnered the 
support of the entire congressional delegation for help in funding 
affordable housing projects in past visits and now is the time to 
reinforce that support to deal with the fallout of the housing crisis. 
EBRCS’ Executive Director Bill McCammon is looking for addi-
tional funding to build sites that haven’t previously been funded. 
This upcoming coordinated, unified lobbying effort might make 
that happen.
 The Tri-Valley cities are also considering development of a 
Recycled Water Master Plan to provide guidance to the region 
to better meet long-term water demands in a more reliable and 
sustainable manner. Some Tri-Valley water agencies use recycled 
water for non-potable uses such as landscape irrigation and emer-
gency fire sprinkler systems, so developing a regional plan may 
help to further identify potential uses, projects, infrastructure 
development, and estimated costs that could be eligible for future 
Title XVI authorization (or other funding opportunities). The 
mayors will seek federal funding available through the Bureau 
of Reclamation or other agencies to develop this master plan. To 
obtain the funding, which can provide up to 25 percent reimburse-
ment on recycled water projects, cities and regions such as ours 
must first receive congressional authorization and appropriation, 
which the mayors have on their lists of priorities to discuss with 
the California delegation.
 President-elect Obama has urged Congress to approve funding 
for infrastructure and jobs in hopes of resuscitating the economy. 
The Tri-Valley mayors are hoping for a slice of the $700-billion 
stimulus package to fund these priority projects for out area, and 
possibly more. We wish them well.  

OpinionOpinion
Hats in hand,  

Tri-Valley mayors 
head to Washington

Guest Opinion

by Brendan Lo

 Every Friday, a group of young 
activists meet together in a school 
organization at Foothill High 
named ONE. 
 Like any club on campus, we meet 
to address a specific focus: making 
poverty history. As a club, we aim 
to raise public awareness about the 
issues of global poverty, disease, 
and efforts to fight such problems 
in the world’s poorest countries. We 
represent a legitimate national cam-
paign run by celebrities like Bono, 
Matt Damon and other activists. 
 This year, we are working harder 
to get not just the school but the 
citizens of Pleasanton more involved 
in charity activities. This means fuel-
ing the movement of making pov-
erty with the help of local citizens, as 
well as our city’s leaders. What the 
community can contribute by acting 
locally and thinking globally will not 
just be in the name of charity but we 
will be standing up for justice. 
 In the past, ONE has taken part 
in a number of poverty-related 
charity events in the Bay Area, 
the Alameda County Fair, and has 
been in close collaboration with 
Mayor Hosterman and the City 
Council. Back in September, ONE 

addressed to the city council the 
issue of poverty plaguing Africa. 
We laid out specific ways to get the 
community as a whole involved in 
ways to step-by-step fuel the move-
ment to eradicate global poverty. 
 It’s not about what we should do, 
but we can do as citizens:
 1) Recruit more people—ask 
local residents, city officials, friends 
to join ONE either by simply online 
at www.one.org or texting “City” to 
62523. 
 2) Place flyers, white bands and 
the ONE declaration at local busi-
nesses, churches, and schools.
 3) Wrap trees with white ribbon 
or other materials to creatively get 
people talking about ONE. 
 4) Include ONE in city activities; 
examples include a table at a local 
festival or a float in a parade. 
 The truth is a child does die every 
three seconds due to extreme poverty. 
That’s someone’s mother, someone’s 
son. That’s ridiculous, at least in the 
world we live in. ONE is motivated 
to exploit that truth and take firm 
action for it. At the end, it’s really 
about making a difference and hav-
ing the action to back it up with. 
Brendan Lo, president of the ONE 
club at Foothill High School, is a 

senior.

Reviving our fight 
against global  

poverty

Pleasanton Hotel closure 
a product of greed

Dear Editor,
 My wife and I moved to 
Pleasanton in 1994 for many rea-
sons. One reason was the small 
town feeling, which we know many 
folks share that live here. 
 The downtown area also enjoys a 
rich history which we feel is being 
threatened by this insatiable desire 
for wealth. How much money is 
enough? Quality of atmosphere 
is so apparent at the hotel. It is 
warm and inviting and the lounge 
has become a favorite of ours. Its 
romantic and God knows this soci-
ety needs all the love and warmth 
we can generate. 
 It started with Kolln Hardware, 
then Hap’s and now the hotel. Our 
society is kneeling at the altar of 
profit instead of preserving that 
which was so special to begin 
with. Our heart goes out to the 
operators of the hotel and all their 
employees who are losers as well 
in this business fiasco. The face of 

Pleasanton is changing and soon it 
will be a stranger’s face.

Daniel Ormonde 

Gov. Palin thanks woman 
for Afghan blanket

Dear Editor,
 An employee of mine by the 
name of “Tena” Hamann sent to 
Sarah Palin a red Afghan blanket, 
which she knitted. 
 To her great surprise, she 
received on the letterhead station-
ary of the Governor’s Office the 
following: “Dear Tena, Thank you 
so much for the most beautiful red 
afghan! We love it! Your thought-
fulness & talent is sincerely appre-
ciated. God Bless Your New Year! 
Sarah Palin.”
 Tena had sent a note to Gov. 
Palin saying that she was sending 
this in recognition of how poorly 
the left wing press and others had 
treated her in the recent presiden-
tial campaign. 

Doug Christison

Letters



Page 10

Opinion

 Most good journalists try to get 
things right and abhor corrections, 
clarifications and the like, particu-
larly for what is considered a “stu-
pid mistake.” Every year journalist 
and author Craig Silverman com-
piles a very humorous list of the 
best corrections from media around 
the world at RegretTheError.com. I 
received a lot of positive response 
for sharing the “best” blunders of 
2007 and thought you would enjoy 
a few fabulous flubs from 2008. 
 Leave it to Dave Barry to earn 
the coveted (coveted?) “Correction 
of the Year” award to correct a 
misspelling he made in a column 
published by the Miami Herald. 
Barry’s correction: “In yesterday’s 
column about badminton, I mis-
spelled the name of Guatemalan 
player Kevin Cordon. I apologize. 
In my defense, I want to note that in 
the same column I correctly spelled 
Prapawadee Jaroenrattanatarak, 
Poompat Sapkulchananart and 
Porntip Buranapraseatsuk. So by 
the time I got to Kevin Cordon, my 
fingers were exhausted.”
 Regardless of how reporters and 
editors pour over text on a piece 
that is filled with potential error 
landmines, such as a crime story or 
feature with a controversial topic, it 
never fails that they will slip up on 
what is seen as a “benign” story. For 
example, here’s a correction from 
The Guardian “across the pond”: 
 “We said that, in the American 
TV drama 24, Jack Bauer, the 
counter-terrorism agent, resorted to 
electrocution to extract information. 
You cannot extract information from 
someone who has been electrocuted 
because they are dead.”
 With thousands of words going 
from fingertips to press plates in 
the matter of hours, there are thou-
sands of possibilities for typos. 
Nonetheless, The Valley News, a 
newspaper distributed in Vermont 
and New Hampshire, committed 
what many journalists and editors 
would agree is just about the most 
embarrassing typo possible. 
 “Readers may have noticed that the 
Valley News misspelled its own name 
on yesterday’s front page. Given that 
we routinely call on other institu-
tions to hold themselves accountable 
for their mistakes, let us say for the 
record: We sure feel silly.”
 And then of course there’s a 
typo that makes editors want to 
crawl in a hole. For example, in an 
Associated Press story about presi-
dential candidate John McCain 
considering Sen. Joe Lieberman 
as a running mate, Lieberman was 
referred to as “the Democratic vice 
presidential prick in 2000 who now 
is an independent.”
 Sometimes a stupid mistake can 
make you feel like you’ll die from 
embarrassment, or that you want 

to die, but an error in a recipe pub-
lished by Reuters could actually 
kill someone. 
 According to Silverman, 
“Celebrity chef Antony Worrall 
Thompson apologized after acciden-
tally recommending a potentially 
deadly plant in organic salads. The 
chef and TV presenter said in a 
magazine article that the weed hen-
bane, also known as stinking night-
shade, made an excellent addition 
to summertime meals... Henbane, or 
Hyoscyamus niger, is toxic and can 
cause hallucinations, convulsions, 
vomiting and in extreme cases death. 
The chef had intended to refer to fat 
hen, a weed rich in vitamin C, that is 
edible, media reports said...” 
 Oops. But then there are times 
when staffers bring shame and embar-
rassment upon themselves. I have to 
admit some of the best practical jokes 
I’ve ever seen have been pulled off in 
the time between when the stories are 
in and the paper goes to bed because 
there’s a lot of downtime. 
 However, this joke made it into 
print and cost an editor at the North 
County Times in California his job. 
An Associated Press story reported 
that a Los Angeles Councilman 
“held a kitten at a City Hall news 
conference.” The editor and another 
prankster changed the word “held” 
to “strangled.” 
 And then there are the technol-
ogy-induced errors, such as the 
one that earned “Best Headline 
Error” for The American Family 
Association’s OneNewsNow 
website. The association uses the 
“homosexual” instead of “gay” and 
set up a filter to automatically make 
the change in text. This worked 
against them when a sprinter named 
Tyson Gay made news at the U.S. 
Olympic track and field trials and 
Gay became Tyson Homosexual 
when the site’s filter ran through 
the Associated Press story. 
 Far be it from me to mock these 
publications for honest mistakes. 
I’ve made a few of my own...and I’m 
fortunate none of my own practical 
jokes ended up in print. (I’ve since 
repented of my evil ways, because 
it’s just too darn easy for it to show 
up.) However, I do appreciate the 
good-natured way some journalists 
handle their corrections. Take, for 
example, a correction from the New 
York Post: “The source who told us 
last week about Michelle Obama 
getting lobster and caviar delivered 
to her room at the Waldorf-Astoria 
must have been under the influence 
of a mind-altering drug. She was 
not even staying at the Waldorf. We 
regret the mistake, and our former 
source is going to regret it, too. 
Bread and water would be too good 
for such disinformation.”

Send questions to  
gallen@pleasantonweekly.com.

Talking Points
by Gina Channell-Allen

The most regrettable 
of the regrettable
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Dec. 27

Dec. 28

Dec. 29

Dec. 30

-

Dec. 31

Jan. 1

-

Jan. 2

-

The Pleasanton Police Department 
made the following information avail-
able. Under the law, those charged 
with offenses are considered inno-
cent until convicted.

Community PulseCommunity Pulse
Police Report

 

WEEKLY MEETING NOTICES

ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  
AND PUBLIC COMMENT IS WELCOME

The above represents a sampling of upcoming meeting items. 
For complete information, please visit  

www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/community/calendar

Planning Commission
Wednesday, January 14, 2009 @ 7:00 p.m.
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

PTR 7952, Jerry Raney 
Application to merge and re subdivide two existing parcels located 
at 4693 and 4715 Augustine Street.
PUD-77, Dutra Trust 
Application for a PUD approval to subdivide a ten acre site located 
at 1053 Happy Valley Road.
PUD 75/PSPA-3, Robert Wentworth 
Work Session to consider amendment to the Happy Valley Specific 
Plan to rezone a 6.13 acre parcel and a development plan for six 
single family residential parcels at 1157 Happy Valley Road.
PAP 130, Anne Fox, Appellants (PDRW-13, Katie Belmonte/
Complete Wireless Consulting, Applicant) 
Appeal of the Zoning Administrator’s approval of a design review to 
install a wireless communication facility at 7050 Johnson Drive.

Housing Commission
Thursday, January 15, 2009 @ 7:00 p.m.
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

(PHAP) Resident Survey

Application Process

Please visit our website at www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us to view agendas 
and meeting locations for the following:
Economic Vitality Committee 
Thursday, January 15, 2009 @ 7:30 a.m.

Library and Youth Commissions 
Thursday, January 15, 2009 @ 7:00 p.m.

Youth Master Plan Implementation Committee 
Monday, January 12, 2009 @ 6:00 p.m.

GENERAL INFORMATION 
The City of Pleasanton invites you to apply for a position on the following 

standing commissions and committees: 

City of Pleasanton Commissions 

Alameda County Paratransit Advisory Committee 
(1 member)

Energy and Environment Committee 
(7 members including one Youth member)

Economic Vitality Committee Representatives

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Committee invite you to apply for a position on the Youth Master Plan 

Implementation Committee (YMPIC). 
 

 
 

 

Applications are available at the City Clerk’s office, 123 Main Street, 

Applications must be received no later than 5:00 P.M., FRIDAY, 

JANUARY 16, 2009.  Postmarks are not accepted.

350 Main Street  At Angela Downtown Pleasanton

www.lilyannslingerie.com925 846 1950

*30% off Fashion Bras
*40% off All Pajamas, Lounge 
Wear, Cami Sets & Nighties

5 Year Anniversary Sale

*Some restrictions Apply - Sizes & Supplies are Limited - *of Equal or Lesser Value

Buy 2 
Panties 

Get 1 *Free

Free Gift 
with purchase 
of $50 or more 

while supplies last.

Jan 9 - 18 2009
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TransitionsTransitions
Paul Rupert Mayes
 Paul Rupert Mayes died Dec. 14 
after battling cancer at the age of 
87.
 Mr. Mayes was born Sept. 5, 
1921 in Susanville, Calif. He was 
raised in Alameda by his moth-
er Anna B. Williams Mayes, a 
school teacher. He never knew his 
father who was killed in a hunting 
accident before his birth. Left an 
orphan after his mother died when 
he was 16, he lived with friends 
until he graduated from Alameda 
High School in 1939. He lived in 
Pleasanton and Livermore many 
years ago for a brief time.

 Mr. Mayes served in the National 
Guard then joined the Army Air 
Force when World War II broke 
out. Nicknamed “gunner” by the 
flight crew of his B-24 Liberator 
called “My Akin Ass,” he was the 
tail gunner with the rank of tech 
sergeant. During the war he served 
in North Africa then was based near 
Brindisi in the boot of Italy. From 
there, air raids were launched on 
targets in Southern France, aircraft 
factories in Czechoslovakia, and 
the Ploesti oil fields of Romania 
and Bulgaria. Although shot down 
three times, he survived the war and 
joined the Reserves upon return to 
the U.S.
 Following the war, he worked 
in aircraft factories in Southern 
California and flew with Howard 
Hughes on the maiden flight of 
the first Super Constellation deliv-

ered to TWA. Later, he became 
a deputy sheriff, deputy coroner, 
and then was elected coroner, pub-
lic administrator and conservator 
in Ventura, Calif. There, he met 
and married his wife of 40 years, 
Mary Reeves. They retired first 
to Scio then Prineville, Ore. He 
was a 50-year member of Masonic 
Lodge 248 in Ventura and an active 
member of Eastern Star of Oregon, 
Hillah Temple of the Shrine and the 
Scottish Rite.
 He will be remembered by his 
family and friends for his fine wit, 
patriotism, charity, stubborn inde-
pendence and friendship. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Mary; four chil-
dren from a prior marriage; nine 
grandchildren; and seven great-
grandchildren. His final resting 
place will be Eagle Point National 
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers con-

tributions may be sent to Prineville 
Hospice or the Shrine Children’s 
Hospitals.

Frank M. McGuire 

 S e r v i c e s 
for Frank M. 
McGuire will 
be held at 10 
a.m. Wednesday 
at St. Augustine 
C a t h o l i c 
Church, 3999 
Bernal Ave.
 Mr. McGuire 
was born Sept. 
28, 1923 and died Dec. 27 at the 
age of 85.
 He was a loving father and 
grandfather who enjoyed spending 
time with his family. 
 Mr. McGuire was a resident of 

Pleasanton and a former resident of 
the greater New York area for 70 
years. He attended the University 
of Virginia and served in the U.S. 
Navy during World War II as a 
bomber pilot.
 He is survived by his sons, Tom 
(Pat) McGuire, Chris McGuire 
and Dan (Beth) McGuire all of 
New York and Tim (Valerie) 
McGuire of Pleasanton; grand-
children, Samantha, Colin, Tyler, 
Jake, Maddie and Nicholas. He 
was preceded in death by his son, 
Ted; his brothers, Edward and Tom 
McGuire and his sister, Kathleen 
Regan. 
 In lieu of flowers, the family 
prefers donations to be made in his 
memory to Hope Hospice, 6500 
Dublin Blvd., Ste. 100, Dublin CA 
94568 or the American Cancer 
Society, 7000 Village Pkwy, Ste. 
E., Dublin CA 94568.

Lola Palladino

 Lola Palladino died of pneumo-
nia Dec. 21 at the age of 96. 
 Mrs. Palladino was born April 
26, 1912 and was raised in the 
North Beach neighborhood of San 
Francisco.
 She worked 
as an aircraft 
riveter in San 
Francisco dur-
ing World 
War II and 
was known 
as “Rosie the 
Riveter.” She 
was a member 
of the Office 
of Civilian Defense, Woman Day 
Time Air Raid Warden and worked 
for the Bakery & Confectionery 
Union while raising her two 
daughters. A Pleasanton resident 
for the past six years, she was also 
a member of the “Over 50 Club” 
in San Francisco. 
 She enjoyed playing bingo and 
cards at the Pleasanton Senior 
Center and will be remembered 
enjoying lunch with her many 
friends. She will be missed by all 
those who were truly touched by 
her kind and loving spirit.
 She was preceded in death by 
her husband, Anthony, whom 
she married in 1932, as well as 
brothers, Armando and Edward 
Bertolozzi.
 She is survived by daugh-
ters, Diana O’Neill and Barbara 
Barsanti; grandchildren, Lisa 
Messinger, Tina McCaig, Carrie 
Harris, Roberta Barsanti and 
Michael O’Neill; and great-grand-
children, Christopher Messinger, 
Jenae and Alexis O’Neill, Brittany 
McCaig and Kalyssa Harris.
 A private service was held for 
family at Holy Cross Cemetery. 
Friends and family are invited to 
attend a memorial mass celebrat-
ing her life at 10 a.m. Jan. 17 at St. 
Augustine Catholic Church, 3999 
Bernal Ave. Donations may be 
made to Hospice of the East Bay 
or The Heart Fund in her name.

Obituaries

Danville
(925) 866-6164

1901 Camino Ramon

You’ll be 
surprised at 
what you fi nd!
Thousands of beautiful 
designer pieces to fi t your lifestyle…

Unique one-of-kind items, unbelievable 
treasures, all at consignment prices!

Mountain View 
650-964-7212

141 El Camino Real

San Mateo
650-577-8979

1888 S. Norfork 

Saratoga
408-871-8890

600 El Paseo de Saratoga

San Rafael
415-456-2765

863 E. Francisco 

Danville
(925) 866-6164

1901 Camino Ramon 
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by Emily West

T opics like health and well-
ness seem to naturally come 
to the surface with the dawn 

of the New Year. Resolving to be fit 
can be daunting, especially when 
it comes to sifting through all the 
options to find the right treatment. 
 Realizing the challenge, two 
Pleasanton residents are offer-
ing their expertise to the world. 
Through Amy Sluss’ book, “Health 
Care Your Way” and Dan Taylor’s 
new website, Tri-Valley Wellness, 
resolutions could be achieved by 
this time next year. 
 Sluss recently published a book 
with tips on how to manage your 
health. It’s like tapping into the 
brain of the 30-year registered 
nurse who has worked in doctor’s 
offices, hospitals and home care, 
and who has also been a commu-
nity health educator. 
 She was led to write the book 
when questions from patients, 
friends and family centered around 
a similar theme: how to get the right 
kind of attention in the medical care 
system. The common misconcep-
tion is that doctors are in charge of 
an individual’s health. In her experi-
ence, Sluss said it’s up to the patient 
to be in charge and proactive.
 “If you don’t get better [after treat-
ment] those are the people who fall 
through the cracks,” she said. “When 
there are multiple health providers 
and issues, the complexity increases 
so much. Things pile up and issues 
compound and people get sicker and 
they don’t know that it’s really in 
their court to access care next.”
 Another problem is people giv-
ing up on their treatment.
 “People who say ‘I didn’t like 
the side effect of the medication, so 
I stopped taking them,’ especially 
cardiac medication, they’re falling 
through the cracks,” Sluss added. 
“That person didn’t get complete 
care, and it was that person’s issue; 
they dropped the ball. You should 
call in, go back to the doctor. There 
are always other answers.”
 One practical way to jumpstart a 
healthful mentality would be to put 
together a personal health record. 
The book dedicates a 40-page sec-
tion to just this. 
 “People are under the miscon-
ception that their information is 
available [to doctors], but in the 
vast majority, it’s not,” she said.
 She recommends compiling 
information such as current and 
past medications, allergies and 
underlying conditions to bring to 
the doctor. It’s also wise to carry 
the key papers with you regularly, 

in case of a medical emergency, as 
well as to the doctor. 
 “Care providers love to take care 
of people with good, complete infor-
mation,” Sluss said. “They can actu-
ally provide more efficient care.”
 The effects of the economy are 
far reaching and the medical field 
is not exempt. Health costs are 
soaring, which could cause people 
to no longer consider health as a 
priority. 
 “Investing in your health is 
always a good investment,” she 
said. “Seventy-five percent of all 
illness can be preventive. That’s a 
costs savings and it’s a quality of 
life issue.”
 Sluss got first-hand experience in 
this when caring for her mother in 
the last few years of her life. She had 
to manage her mother’s increasingly 
complex health care from across the 
country. While she knew the ins and 
outs of the system, she wondered 
about all the people who didn’t have 
a nurse in the family to help in these 
situations. 
 “Health Care Your Way: How 

to Get the Best Patient Care from 
Doctors, Emergency Medical 
Personnel and Hospitals” is avail-
able on Amazon.com. Sluss also 
writes about health, happiness and 
health care on her blog, www.char-
gyourownhealth.com. 
 Dan Taylor held a 15-year career 
in corporate finance, but left in 
1998 to pursue a career in fitness 
training. Locally, he has presented 
educational workshops, served on 
the American Council on Exercise 
and the National Academy of 
Sports Medicine, and teaches 
group Pilates at Downtown Yoga 
and Roche Molecular Devices. 
 Now fully immersed in the 
world of fitness, he realized there 
wasn’t much of an online presence 
for the synergy that is often shared 
between the alternative medicine 
practices. He also saw the frus-
tration of the Internet generation 
trying to find a good preventative 
health professional. 
 “The phone book tells you next 
to nothing about the business, and 
if they have a good website, good 

luck finding it,” Taylor said. 
 If you search online review sites, 
many of the listings are no lon-
ger in business and some searches 
don’t bring up relevant results, he 
said.
 All this led Taylor to create 
TriValleyWellness.com, which 
launched Jan. 1. It includes a free, 
complete listing of area practitio-
ners in a number of preventive 
wellness categories, such as mas-
sage, acupuncture, chiropractic, 
training, gyms and specialty exer-
cise studios like yoga and Pilates. 
The listings and information are 
listed for free, not paid for by the 
practices.
 With help from Taylor’s contacts 
in the field, the site provides infor-
mation about each type of treatment, 
in addition to general standards to 
look for when selecting a practitio-
ner. Additional resources include 
links to health-related events and 
restaurants, a blog and a weekly 
video called Wellness Minute.
 In his experience, Tri-Valley res-
idents are open to the idea of steer-

ing away from the treatment model 
of medicine to being proactive and 
using preventative health practices. 
Taylor said he hopes people will 
become familiar with the various 
disciplines and that the site could 
provide a “measuring stick” for 
quality service. 

Dan Taylor, creator of TriValleyWellness.com, teaches a Pilates class at Downtown Yoga on Division Street. 

E
m
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LivingLiving
Resolving to be fit
New book, website could be your ticket to keeping New Year’s goals
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Holiday Fund

Individuals
Bill & Lyn Adams ................................... 50
Jon & Janet Allen ....................................**
Ron & Kathy Anderson ........................ 100
Jill Anderson & Geoff Southworth ....... 100
Andrew Bailey & Lauren Purcell ........ 1000
Rick & Dawn Barraza .......................... 250
Verla Becker ............................................**
Chris & Glenda Beratlis ....................... 500
Eric, Corinne & Elise Berendt ..................**
The Bickley Family .............................. 140
Robert & Paula Bielby .............................**
Jan & Jeb Bing .................................... 200
Diane Birchell ...................................... 100
Doug & Beverly Boff ............................ 100
Marie Boss ............................................ 25
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry A. Boster .......................**
James Brice & Carole Peterson ..............**
Bert & Dee Brook ................................ 200
Kevin & Barbara Brooks ..........................**
Gerry & Barbara Brunken ................... 100
Clay & Jane Cameron .............................**
Richard & Sue Carson.............................**
Mike & Diana Champlin ...................... 500
Herbert & Stella Chang ...........................**
Bunny & Teddy Chang ........................ 100
Gina Channell-Allen ................................**
Sean Chase .............................................**
Dr. & Mrs. Leonard Cheney ................. 200
The Christensen Family ...........................**
Vincent Ciccarello ............................. 1000
John & Gretchen Clatworthy ...................**
Pauline Coe .............................................**
The Cole Family .......................................**
Chris & Linda Coleman ....................... 100
Joe & Sue Compton ............................ 100
Cheryl Cook-Kallio ............................... 100
Pete & Diana Cornish .......................... 100
Patrick & Wendy Costanzo.................. 200
The Craig Family ................................. 100
Dave Cryer ............................................ 40
Roseann Csencsits & Mike Kundman . 100
Mr. & Mrs. David Darrin ...........................**
The David Family ................................. 100
Susan Davis ........................................ 300
Jet & Paula DeFries .................................**
Richard & Judy DelTredici..................... 25
Alice Desrosiers .................................. 100
Mike & Suzanne Dutra ........................ 100
John & Helen Eberle ........................... 100
Paul & Lorraine Ebright ...........................**
Suzanne Emberton ..................................**
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Emery ..................... 100
George & Jeanne Emmett .......................**
Greg & Sue Evans ...................................**
Joan Evans ............................................ 40
Scott  Fetherston ................................. 100
Mitch & Patti Fidziura ..............................**
Nicole, Ana & Michael Fong ............... 150
Marilyn Foreman .................................. 100
Alan & Cleo Foster .............................. 100
Ben & Marianne Fraticelli ........................**
Mr. & Mrs. Rich Fredette .........................**
Julie Furukawa .................................... 500
Frank & Sonia Geasa .......................... 200
Judith D. Geiselman ................................**
Andrew & Xiaopei Gelb ...........................**
John & Fran Glavin ..................................**
Roy & D’Aun Goble ............................. 100
R.J. & Marsha Grimes .............................**
Ms. Carol Guarnaccia ........................... 50
Greg Gum & Laura Keller ................... 100
Delia Haag ..............................................**
Shaun & Jennifer Haggmark ...................**
Bernice Hansen .......................................**
Hank & Corrine Hansen ...................... 100
Bob & Betsy Harris .............................. 400
Roger & Brenda Harris ............................**
Ryan Brown & Julie Harryman ............ 100
Bill & Ellie Haynes ...................................**
Tim & Sharyn Henshaw ...........................**

William Herlihy ..................................... 200
Janice Hermann .................................. 100
Jourdin Hermann ................................. 100
Greg & Charla Hilderbrand ................. 100
Paul & Ann Hill ........................................**
Thomas & Debra Hodgens .....................**
Sharon Hoggatt .......................................**
Sarah Hollister .........................................**
The Huangs ......................................... 107
Charles & Kay Huff ..................................**
Paige & Austin  Hughes ...................... 200
Barbara A. Jackson ............................... 50
Bill & Cathy James ..................................**
Bill & Dodge Jamieson ........................ 100
The Jeffrey Family ................................. 50
Steve & Bobby Jensen ........................ 500
Rudy & Marge Johnson ...................... 100
The Jolley Family .....................................**
Jean P. Jones ...................................... 100
Don & Jean Kallenberg ...........................**
Jim & Elaine Keysor ............................ 250
Mrs. Betty Kirvan ................................. 100
David & Carol Kratky ........................... 100
John & Tina LaDue .............................. 250
Brad & Jessica LaLuzerne .................. 500
Mr. & Mrs. Gary A. Lazarotti ....................**
Jennifer & Nathaniel Lee .........................**
Mrs. Tricia Poulos Leonard .................. 250
Ronald Lingl .......................................... 50
Mr. & Mrs. Blaise Lofland .................... 250
John & Jane Loll ......................................**
Al & Mary Lombardo ............................. 50
Cameron & Jill Lorentz ............................**
Marc Louderback ................................ 100
John & Lisa Loundagin ......................... 40
Earl & Dorothy Maddox ....................... 100
Shareef & Renee Mahdavi ......................**
Al & Lola Malatesta ............................... 50
Srikant, Christina & Ashley Mantha .........**
Steve & Diana Manuel .............................**
The Markel Family ...................................**
The Marschall Family .......................... 100
Doug & Raeia Marshall ....................... 100
Violet Masini .......................................... 50
Pete & Julie Mason .................................**
Ken & Barbara McDonald .......................**
Clayton Newman & Nancy McGhee  .. 300
Greg & Peg Meagher ..............................**
Cathy Medich & Robert Horton ........... 100
Howard & Diana Mendenhall ..................**
Carl & Sharrell Michelotti ..................... 100
Evan & Debra Miller ................................**
Rodger, Laura & Stephanie Miller ......... 50
Tom & Ellie Miller .....................................**
The Min & Luo Family ..............................**
Mr. & Mrs. John Moffat ............................**
Frank & Teresa Morgan ...........................**
Ruth Morlock ....................................... 100
The Munro Family ................................ 250
Jeff & Kathy Narum ............................. 100
Tim & Robin Neal ................................ 100
Cathy Needham & Carl Peters .............. 50
The Nepil Family ......................................**
Cathe & Fred Norman ......................... 100
Greg & Janet O’Connor...........................**
The O’Farrell Family ................................**
Mr. & Mrs. John O’Neill ...........................**
Jim & Pam Ott ..................................... 100
Mr. & Mrs. Daryn Oxe .......................... 100
Norman & Joyce Pacheco ......................**
Bruce & Debbie Parelskin ................... 100
Bill & Peggy Paris ....................................**
The Patak Family .....................................**
Brian & Jennifer Pearce ...................... 100
Anne Pearson ........................................ 50
Janet Pelletier ........................................ 30
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph F. Pennisi ...................**
Jerry & Josine Pentin .......................... 100
Scott & Chris Peters ................................**
Bob & Orley Philcox ............................ 500
Tom & Patty Powers ................................**

Felice Price .......................................... 250
Sarojm Punamia ......................................**
Alan & Jean Purves .................................**
Garrett & Angela Ramirez-Holmes ........ 50
Marc & Becky Randall......................... 250
Thomas Rasmus .................................... 30
Don & Ann Rathjen ..................................**
Maxine Regalia ...................................... 50
Mike & Lori Rice ......................................**
The Ristow Family ...................................**
Maria Robertson ......................................**
Mrs. Rita Rollar ........................................**
Jerry & Carol Rosenblatt ....................... 50
Ron & Carol Russo ..................................**
Bill & Pat Ruvalcaba ............................ 300
Douglas & Mary Safreno ..................... 100
Kevin Salsberry ................................... 175
Swati & Manaj Samel .......................... 100
John & Sheila Sanches ...........................**
Ron & Marlene Sandberg .......................**
Owen & Rebecca Saupe ........................**
The Sborov Family ............................... 500
Rose M. Schoop .................................... 25
Jerry & Charlotte Severin .................... 100
Ajay & Sonal Shah ...................................**
Steve & Bonnie Shamblin .................... 100
Larry & Carol Shaw .................................**
Tien & Sheng Shen ............................. 100
John & Jackie Shurtleff ....................... 100
Bob Silva ............................................. 100
Richard & Corrie Simon...........................**
Ted & Dee Slosek  ...................................**
Debi, Mike & Alison Smith .......................**
Pat & Sue Spangler ............................. 100
The Spencer Family ................................**
Al & Laverne Spotorno & Grandchildren **
Tom & Sandra St. Dennis .................... 200
Bill & Pam Stamatis .................................**
Duane & Donna Stevens ..................... 300
John & Kay Stewart .................................**
Nancy Storch ...........................................**
George & Hilary Strain ............................**
Beverley R. Struthers ...............................**
Jack & Carol Sum................................ 100
Harold & Marilyn Swanson ......................**
Brian & Karen Swift .................................**
Robert & Carole Sygiel ........................ 100
David & Kathleen Thayer .................... 250
Shel & Vivian Thorson .............................**
Jim & Debbie Tracy .................................**
Tom & Barb Treto .....................................**
Lillian & Mike  Tsai ............................... 150
Mark & Kathy Tucker ...............................**
Jerry & Toni Ulrich ...................................**
Mike Underwood ................................. 250
Robert & Lisa Urbina ........................... 250
Phillip & Kathi Vermont ............................**
The Villegas Family .................................**
Russell & Linda Wallace ..........................**
Bob & Anne Watson ................................**
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Wenig ...................... 100
Walter & Martha Wensel ...................... 100
The Weston Family ..................................**
Stephen & Marjy Wilcox ...................... 100
Steve Wilcox .......................................... 50
Bob Williams ........................................ 500
Ralph & Pat Williams ...............................**
George & Carol Withers ...................... 100
Laurie Woods ...................................... 200
Mark Worrell .......................................... 20
Ms. Kathleen Wright .............................. 25
The Yamamoto Family .............................**
Steve & Becky Yeffa ............................ 200
Dr. Howard Yoshioka ........................... 250
Julie Yuan-Miu ..................................... 200
Jim & Donna Zarrillo ............................ 100
The Zong Family .................................. 100

As A Gift For
Open Heart Kitchen from Hacienda 

Bunco Group ................................... 100
The teachers and staff at Hearst 

Elementary from Kim Hereld............ 100
Axis Health Center from Lee & Clare 

Carlson .................................................**
Open Heart Kitchen from Barbara Daniels .**
Amanda Strickhouser ............................ 45
John, Leisa, Jeff & Mike Giguere—Merry 

Christmas .............................................**

Axis Community Health from Jeff Ulatoski 
150

Hope Hospice from Annie & Kevin 
Sjodahl ............................................. 150

Nick & Chris from Gary & Sue Bartolotti .. 100

In Honor of
Grandma Adeline ....................................**
Pleasanton Community Band from Jerri & 

Rob Long .............................................**
Dashell, Desmond, Sarah, Chelsea & 

Karissa  ................................................**
Our Mom Lora .........................................**
Teddy & Arthur Adams .......................... 50
Alisal Elementary School from Chris & 

Debbie Scott .................................... 100
Daggett Children & Grandchilrden ..... 500
Our Military from The Gualandri Family . 100
The Oxe Family ................................... 250
John A. Silva from Manny & Cathy Silva .. 100
My Grandchildren from Doris A. Slater . 25
The Kearns Family from Randy & Stacey 

Shurson ................................................**
Open Heart Kitchen from The Frost 

Holiday Party ................................... 200
The Kassler & Pickert Families................**
Natalie & Cameron from Douglas & Pia 

Moore ............................................... 100

Businesses
Accusplit Pedometer Wellness Team .. 160
Allegra Print & Imaging ...........................**
Applied Security Connections .................**
Assay Technology ............................... 200
B & C Enterprises ................................ 100
Bay Valley Medical Group at Civic Center 

Station .............................................. 150
California Self - Defense Consultants . 300
Chicago Title at Civic Center Station .. 150
Construction Innovations, Inc. at Civic 

Center Station .................................. 150
Contemporary Forums ........................ 500
DeBernardi Development Construction & 

Remodeling ..........................................**
E Squared Automotive ............................**
Extensions Physical Therapy at Civic 

Center Station .................................. 150
Friends of Joan .................................... 100
Hacienda Homeowners ....................... 150
Hometown GMAC Real Estate at Civic 

Center Station .................................. 150
Isberg Nott Company at Civic Center 

Station .............................................. 150
Karen E. Morliengo, MFT....................... 75
Landmark Lending  

at Civic Center Station ..................... 150
Livermore - Amador Valley Legal 

Professionals Association ................ 250
Mathnasium at Civic Center Station .... 150
Mission Pipe & Cigar Shop ................. 150
Pleasanton Kiwanis Club ................... 1000
Pleasanton Pet Sitting .............................**
Ponderosa Homes ...................................**
Randick, O’Dea & Tooliatos, LLP 

Attorneys at Law ..................................**
Tahara Detox Weightloss Center at Civic 

Center Station .................................. 150
The Fabulous Properties Team ........... 750
The Home Works Group ...................... 200
Tri-Valley YMCA at Civic Center Station . 150
Understanding Behavior, Inc. at Civic 

Center Station .................................. 150
UNITS Mobile Storage .............................**
Walt Lupeika, CPA ............................... 100
Walters Financial at Civic Center Station . 150
Wholesale Autos “R” Us ..........................**

In Memory of
Bonnie Zentner from Jeff & Debi Zentner ..100
Jack Harnett from Michael & Kris Harnett .**
Mary L. Erickson from Al Copher ............**
Grandma Eva ..........................................**
Tony Paradiso from Dorene Paradiso-

Carroll ..................................................**
Dick Waldron from Virginia Waldron........**
 George Spiliotopolous, Hank Gomez, Ed 

Kinney & Roger Dabney  
from Ken Mercer ................ 300

Since the launch of the 2008 Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund, 453 donors have con-
tributed $117,688 with the match. Seventy-nine anonymous contributors have given 
$10,624.

Holiday Fund donors
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Holiday Fund

The Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund
The Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund was created to provide 

financial support from our readers for a select group of local non-
profit organizations to help alleviate the needs that exist, despite our 
community’s prosperity. This marks the sixth year of the Pleasanton 
Weekly Holiday Fund. It provides an opportunity to aid local groups 
at a time when the numbers of those without jobs or with low-paying 
jobs and few if any health benefits have increased.

The Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund drive could not exist with-
out the help of the Tri-Valley Community Foundation and its gener-
ous donors. This will enable us to double your donation for the first 
$50,000 in contributions and allow your gift of $1 to total $2 to the 
nonprofits. An added benefit: Neither the Pleasanton Weekly nor the 
Tri-Valley Community Foundation will take any fees or expenses for 
administering the fund. One hundred percent of donations go to the 
intended grantees.

We appreciate your support of the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund and 
these worthy nonprofits.

**The asterisk designates that the donor did not want to publish the 
amount of the gift.

Richard Marshall from Jason & 
Sandy Holliday ................... 100

Bob Williams from Mavis 
Williams ................................. **

Rick Aguiar  
from Nancy Aguiar-Fargis ..... **

John A. Bell from Phoebe Bell .250
Virginia Finegan  

from John & Julie Finegan . 350
Nicholas Daniel Lesser from 

Bruce & Kathleen Lesser ..... 25
Gam & Papa Abbott  

from The Casey Family ......... **
Dan Gabor from Ann Gabor .. 100
Beverly Ann Howe-Merrill from 

Howard Merrill.................... 100
Roger Dabney, George Jacobsen, 

Skip Mohatt & Chuck Volante 
from Don & Carol Bush ........... **

Gene Strom, Keith Strom  
& William Kolb  
from Carol (Kolb) Strom ..... 300

John D. Steiner ........................ 50
Rich Gluck ............................. 100
Kyle J. O’Connor ................... 200
Brian Melin from Patricia Melin ... **
Carolyn L. Juniper  

from Robert Juniper .............. **
Leo Scully ................................. **
Our Parents  

from Harold & Gena Gatlin ... **
Eleanor M. Powers from Tom & 

Shirley Myers ....................... 50
Doris Walberg  ...................... 100
Kyle O’Connor  

from The Dadrass Family...... **
Harry & Toshiko Stewart from 

Rod, Christina, Alyssa & 
Danielle Browning .............. 100

Marilyn Bowe from Jim Bowe ..100
Irene & Theresa Baeta from Mr. 

& Mrs. Jim Teghtmeyer ......... **
Marv & David DeBernardi from 

Connie DeBernardi ............ 200
Juanita Haugen from The Bob 

Group .................................... **
Michael & June Carboni from 

Richard & Nancy Shockley ..200
John A. Mavridis  

from Mom & Dad .................. **
Hank Gomez from Dorothy,  

Frank & Debra Gomez ....... 150
Ruth DeFreece  

from Joe & Janice Biggs ...... **
Sandy Hiles, Mary Jancoski  

& Thom Jancoski  
from John, Cathy & Lauren ... **

Brenda Lathlean Faggiano  
from Bill & Ellen Lathlean ... 100

James Reynolds  
from The Riggins Family ...... 50

Philip Crumpler II from Phil & 
Shirley Crumpler ................... **

Our Papa from Jenny, Tommy, 
Valerie & Danny ................. 100

Tom & Karen Elsnab ................. **
Fred Elling  

from Mark & Cindy Priscaro ...50
Etsuyo Marshall  

from John H. Marshall........ 100
Rob Meierding  

from Sue, Dave & Mika ...... 200
Snooky  

from Terry & Judy Scavone . 40
George Callahan ..................... 50
Roselle Grimes,  

Joe & Evelyn Schrick  
from Steve & Pam Grimes .... **

Denise Zarcone & Roger Dabney 
from Paul & Marty Zarcone ... **

Donald D. Reid  
from The Reid Family ......... 100

Carl & Lottie Arndt ................. 200
Ernie Bridges  

from The Bridges Family....... **
Charles Sebahar Sr.  

& Charles Sebahar Jr. ........ 100
Ron McInnis  

from The McInnis Family.... 250
Nan & Pop  

from The Rutledge Family.. 225
Betty Patrick & Karen Oldemeyer 

from Chuck & Joan Brown .... **
Our Parents ............................. 50
Doris Cink & Charles Glass  

from Vernon & Tracy Cink .... 50
Margaret Duke & Victoria 

Polvorosa Perry from  
Mike & Katherine Ferreira .. 100

Joe Hatfield .............................. **
Our Parents  

from Hans & Gisela Telm ... 100
Dan & Daniel Chen ................. 75
Sol MacDonald from Robert  

& Marti Gastineau .............. 100
Stan Kallo from  

Blake & Suzanne Heitzman 150
Will Forney  ............................... **
Kerry Caprista ......................... 50
Maurice I. Smith  

from Carol, Joan, John, 
Donelle, Josh & Eric Smith ... **

Gene Riga ............................... 25
Mo Ching Chang &  

Elizabeth Stewart  
from Elite & Gordon Stewart ... **

Lewie W. Burnett ...................... **
Tony Prima  

from Richard & Emily Prima .. **
John Morley  

from Dan & Teresa Morley  
& Family ................................ **

Ron Silva .................................. **
Tom & Karen Elsnab & Chuck 

Volonte  
from Jon & Linda Elsnab ... 100

Maxine Smith  ........................... **
Verna Silva from  

Steve & Kathy McNichols .. 500
Karen Rudolph ......................... **

925.846.6600
Shop at our new location at 

560 Main St., Downtown Pleasanton
Monday through Saturday 10-6, and Sunday 11-5
www.shopsavvyseconds.com

Special Event! 
“Shop and Sip” Girls Night Out!

Tonight, Friday, January 9th from 6:30-10pm

Join the fun!

Take an 
additional 
10% OFF 
exp 1-18-09

Happy New Year!

4133 Mohr  
Ave, St E, 
Pleasanton 

M-T: 3-7;
 Wed-Fri 10-3 

Sat by  
appointment 

only

(925)
417-8800

www.Pleasanton
Community

Acupuncture.com

KRISTINE
 BUCKLEY,

 L.Ac

Gift
Certificates

Same commitment to excellence.
Same devoted staff.

New name.
You’ve known us for years as The Medicine Shoppes of Pleasanton and 
San Ramon. We’ve kept all the services you’ve grown to expect and are 
combining them with expanded care programs under our new name,

“Custom Care Pharmacy”.

Look for new community programs and customer offers in the next few months.

Pleasanton
4271 First Street

(In Pleasant Plaza)
925.846.4455

9am-7pm Mon-Fri 9am-4pm Sat
www.pleasantoncustomcare.com

San Ramon
124 Market Place
(Next to Nob Hill)

925.830.0555
9am-7pm Mon-Fri 9am-4pm Sat

www.sanramoncustomcare.com

Our Name is Our Commitment.



story and photos by Emily West

T he difficult economic times have trickled 
down into the garbage, literally. 

Pleasanton Garbage Service opened in 
Pleasanton in 1969 and has grown to meet the chal-
lenge of a swelling population: from 12,000 to over 
67,000 in 40 years’ time. Owners Bob Molinaro and 
Tom Macchiano built the transfer station in 1976, to 
help with a landfill space crunch. PGS has also led 
the way in technology by collecting with an auto-
mated service—where mechanical arms instead of 
garbage men picked up bins—in 1984. 
 Now, it’s seeing its share of hard times, made more 
difficult with the state of the economy as well as 
changes in international recyclable sales. 
 The life of Pleasanton waste begins with residents 
tossing items in a single trash can, which is picked 
up by PGS, then sorted by hands and machines into 
waste and recyclables. From there, it is baled, sold and 
destined for China, as are most West Coast recyclables. 
Whether China actually recycles the materials, a sub-
ject which has recently been under scrutiny, the scrap 
is said to be used to make cardboard and plastics for 
product packaging, computers and cars. 
 In October, the demand for recyclables collapsed, 
making the stacks at PGS and other waste management 
companies virtually worthless. These companies are 
still required to recycle 50 percent of their total waste, 
in adherence with the state’s waste diversion law. 

 HF&H Consultants, waste advisors to municipal 
management, said the economy is partly to blame.
 “Credit has been frozen due to the sub-prime crisis 
in the U.S., making it difficult for brokers to obtain 
short-term financing to purchase recyclables in the U.S. 
before they are sold to secondary processors overseas,” 
reads a Nov. 21 HF&H newsletter. “With the actions 
of governments worldwide to infuse money into the 
banking system in order that loans can be made, this is 
probably the shorter term problem.”
 As the demand for consumer products slows, so 
does the need for recyclable materials, which are 
often used to build and package the products. 
 Tom Padia, recycling director for StopWaste.org, 
the public agency of the Alameda County Waste 
Management Authority and the Alameda County 
Source Reduction and Recycling Board, put some 
perspective on the current situation. 
 “Prices went from historic all-time highs last summer 
to close to historic all-time lows at the end of October,” 
he said. “They have rebounded some since then, but are 
still weak. Historically there have always been cyclical 
swings in commodity markets.”
 Padia said that for a week or two, some county 
waste management companies were getting paid less 
than the cost of shipping and bundling, but that was 
only the case for that time. 
 A tour of the facilities on Busch Road revealed 
stacks upon stacks of baled mixed paper, cardboard 
and plastic with nowhere to go. Similar conditions 
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Cover Story

IN THE 
DUMPS
State of waste could be nearing crisis

Stacks upon stacks of recyclables line the walls and take up space around 
Pleasanton Garbage Service’s facility. 



have been reported across the state and nation.
 “We’re selling [recyclables] for whatever we can 
get,” Molinaro said. “We’re lucky to get rid of it.”
 When asked how bad it was, Molinaro said he 
considered it a crisis that could have a big impact in 
Pleasanton. 
 While residents shouldn’t expect to be wading 
knee-deep in garbage, they may see increased rates 
in the future in order for the waste management com-
panies to stay afloat. 
 “The garbage crisis is OK,” Molinaro said. “We 
will still be picking up garbage, but we hope the 
markets come up in recyclables, or there’s going to 
have to be some kind of surcharge.”
 “I have five or six men [baling recycling],” he 
continued. “That’s about $120 an hour to bale recy-
clables that I can’t sell.”
 If nothing is done to improve the situation, some 
experts say recyclables could be destined for landfills. 
 According to HF&H Consultants, the following 
markets are down: mixed office paper, by 52 percent; 
newspaper, by 52 percent; cardboard, by 39 percent; 
aluminum, by four percent; tin, by 29 percent; and 
PET (plastic), 16 percent. Adding to it, prices for 
steel are down 80 percent, with buyers in Asia can-
celing purchases. 
 “Some processors are considering charging (rather 
than paying) for processing materials,” their newslet-
ter reads, adding that some processing plants have 
closed or planned to close. 

 Padia said recyclables are still 
“moving,” and the same goes for PGS. 
 “The big fear among recyclers is not being able to 
move your recycled commodities at any price,” he 
said. “To the best of my knowledge, as a bureaucrat, 
people have been able to move material.”
 “It’s not going to hurt our business,” Molinaro 
said. “It’s going to hurt our bottom line.” 
 HF&H offers some short-term solutions for waste 
management companies seeking financial relief. As 
for the long-term financial state, Padia said in look-
ing at the two-to-three-year average, the market in 
the last two years was well above previous years. 
 “If you assumed the risk of revenue fluctuations, 
the benefits you received in the rising market of the 
past many years are being eroded,” according to the 
HF&H newsletter. 
 While trying to acclimate to the current condi-
tions, the garbage and recycling industries join with 
other industries and wait for the projected 2009-10 
market rebound. 
 “In the long run, we would be best served trying to 
promote more local markets for the materials that we 
use and discard,” Padia said. “It’s a very weak mar-
ket, but so long as people are able to move the mate-
rials at any price, I think we’ll be able to weather the 
hard times and get back.” 

To learn more about PGS, call 846-2042 or visit  
www.pleasantongarbageservice.com.
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At Pleasanton 
Garbage 
Service’s location 
on Busch Road, 
workers sort 
through waste 
to fish out recy-
clables, which 
are bound and 
sold, destined 
for China. Yet 
the market has 
quickly gone 
south, and waste 
management 
companies are 
trying to sell the 
stacks of baled 
recyclables tak-
ing up space in 
processing facili-
ties. Residents 
can also drop 
recyclables at the 
transfer station 
and recycling 
center (left) and 
receive the state 
redemption value. 

Clover Creek
Gifts & Home Accents

Annual January Sale

Sale ends February 1st

OFF OFFSALE

Beauty Hair & Nails

Luxury Service at Affordable Prices

One coupon per person. 
Exp. 1/31/09

z z

z z

z z

z z

New Client  
Specials

30% OFF
Exp. 1/31/09
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AMERICAN
Bridges
44 Church St., Danville, 820-7200. 
Executive Chef Kevin Gin interprets 
California-American cuisine with 
European and Asian influences with 
expansive lunch and dinner menus. Add 
dessert, wine and cocktails and you 
have Bridges’ casual fine dining experi-
ence. Visit www.bridgesdanville.com for 
event and private party details.

Eddie Papa’s American 
Hangout
4889 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
469-6266. Winner of The Pleasanton 
Weekly’s Reader Choice Awards for 
“Best  American Food Restaurant” and 
“Best Meal under $20”, Eddie Papa’s 
American Hangout celebrates the 
regional food and beverage cultures 
of America. Bring the whole family to 
enjoy iconic dishes from across the 
United States, Old World Hospitality, 
and hand crafted artisan cocktails. 

www.eddiepapas.com

Vic’s All Star Kitchen
201 Main St., Pleasanton, (925) 
484-0789. Vic’s delivers a starry mix 
of American food, fast service and 
a cheery atmosphere. Owner Vic 
Malatesta teamed his love of sports 
with his passion for good food to cre-
ate a solid dining experience. Vic’s is 
open daily 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. Evening 
banquets and daytime catering are 
available.

BARBECUE
Red Smoke Grill
4501 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
734-0307. Home of the Tri Tip and 
Blue, Red Smoke Grill was Voted 
Reader’s Choice Best 2006, 2007, 
2008. Dine in or take out rotisserie 
chicken, ribs, prawns, salads and tri 
tip, or pulled pork sandwiches. Relax 
with a beer or a bottle of wine. Visit 
www.redsmokegrill.com. 

BREWPUB/ALEHOUSE
The Hop Yard American 
Alehouse and Grill 
3015H Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
426-9600. Voted Best Watering Hole 
in Pleasanton, The Hop Yard offers 
30 craft beers on tap as well as great 
food. The full-service menu includes 
appetizers, salads and grilled fare that 
will bring you back time and again. 
Banquet facilities available. On the 
web at www.hopyard.com.

470 Market Place, San Ramon, 277-
9600. Featuring a giant 8-foot projec-
tion screen for major sporting events, 
they also feature 30 beers on tap 
and a great grill. Go in for the beer, 
go back for the food. More at www.
hopyard.com.

CATERING
Fontina’s Catering
349 Main St., Downtown Pleasanton, 

462-9299. Fontina Ristorante’s award-
winning menu can now be delivered 
to your home or office. Our lunch and 
dinner specialties feature homemade 
soups and pastas, premium seafood 
and meats, and a vegetarian menu. 
Now accepting reservations for holi-
day parties. 

CHINESE

Chinese Szechuan
3059 Hopyard Road #G, Pleasanton, 
846-5251. Chinese Szechuan is 
Pleasanton’s best-loved Chinese res-
taurant. Family owned and run since 
1987, it has friendly service, delicious 
food and great prices, including lunch 
specials and carry-out. A banquet 
room is available. 

Panda Mandarin Cuisine
30 W. Angela St., Pleasanton, 484-
4880. Panda offers several delicious 
specials using fresh ingredients and 
spices that make traditional northern 

Chinese cuisine such a delight. Open 
for lunch Monday through Friday, din-
ner Monday through Saturday, closed 
Sunday. A private banquet room is 
available. Visit www.pandapleasan-
ton.com.

CONTINENTAL
Barone’s
475 St. John St., Pleasanton, 426-0987. 
Pleasanton’s most romantic continental 
cuisine restaurant features innovative 
pasta, seafood and meat entrees, out-
door dining, and a full bar. Barone’s is 
open for dinner seven nights and lunch 
Monday through Friday, with live music 
on Friday and Saturday evenings. Ask 
about our banquet facilities and special 
events.

MEDITERRANEAN
Oasis Grille
780 Main St., Pleasanton, 417-8438. 
Visit downtown Pleasanton’s exotic din-
ing destination. Oasis features kabobs, 

ON THE TOWN

Why Pay
Full Price?

LIVE MUSIC...Every Friday & Saturday

Shish Kabobs . Exotic Champagne Cocktails . Patio Dining

925. 417. 8438 
780 Main Street, Downtown Pleasanton • www.oasisgrille.com

fiery 
hot 
exotic

Tempt your palate with our 
juicy kabobs, rice dishes, & 

vegetarian dishes!

Venture to the Exotic Mediterranean

50% OFF 2nd Entree
Exp. 1-31-09

Italian Style Spaghetti & Ravioli

www.gayninetiespizza.com

Come in for the Beer
Come back for the Food

www.hopyard.com

PLEASANTON
(925) 426-9600
3015-H Hopyard Road

Thank You For Voting Us 
"The Best" Again!

“Best Place for After 
Work Drink”

“Best French Fries”

30 BEERS ON TAP 
Holiday beers are here!

SUNDAY BRUNCH

FAZ RESTAURANT

***complimentary champagne***

5121 hopyard road, pleasanton • 925.460.0444

Give it a try

Adults $23.95–Seniors $20.95
Children 12 and under $15.95–Children under 3 free

Tri-Tip Carving Station – Egg and Omelet Station 
Breakfast Meats and Country Potatoes – Eggs Benedict 

Seafood Display with Shrimp and Roasted Salmon 
Chicken Marsala – Chicken Penne – Vegetarian Rigatoni 

Caesar, Pasta and Fruit Salads – Sautéed Garden 
Vegetables – Brownies – Cheesecake – Tiramisu 

and more…

4501 Hopyard Rd., 
Pleasanton
734-0307

Open daily from 11am
www.redsmokegrill.com

Family Meals To Go
Meals include four corn muffi ns and two large sides.

Rotisserie Chicken  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $16.99
Tri-Tip
  1 1/2 pound  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25.99
  2 pound. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $29.99
Slab-and-a-Half of Ribs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $28.99
One Pound Tri-Tip and Whole Chicken  . . . . . . . $32.99
Full Slab of Ribs & Whole Chicken  . . . . . . . . . . $32.99
One Pound Tri-Tip and Whole Slab . . . . . . . . . . $36.99

Sides
Small Side Salad
French Fries
Roasted Corn Salad
Potato Salad
Creamy Cole Slaw
Santa Maria Style Beans
Chicken Tortilla Soup
Mashed Potatoes

Check out

every day
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rice and vegetarian dishes, to name a 
few. Check out our updated wine and 
exotic cocktail menus. We also cater! 
Visit www.OasisGrille.com.

ITALIAN
Amarone Ristorante
680 Main St, Downtown Pleasanton, 
270-0500. Cucina Italiana! Freshly pre-
pared authentic Italian specials on a full-
course menu that changes often! A spe-
cial Vegetarian and Vegan menu also. 
Owner Matteo Pasotto is from Verona 
and he wanted to name his restaurant 
after the famous Amarone wines from 
the Valpolicella region. Amarone is a 
very peculiar wine, not easy to produce. 
The final result is a very ripe, big-bodied 
wine with very little acid. Come and 
experience unique dining at Amarone 
Ristorante. Buon Appetito! 
www.amaronepleasanton.com 

Fontina Ristorante
349 Main St., Pleasanton, 462-9299. 

This popular downtown restaurant gets 
rave reviews from both locals and visi-
tors. Fontina offers a changing, seasonal 
menu and daily specials—including 
homemade soups, pastas, seafood, 
chicken and veal—served in a comfort-
ably elegant atmosphere. We have 
indoor and outdoor seating. Join us 
for Saturday and Sunday champagne 
brunch.

La Vite Ristorante
3037-G Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
485-4500. La Vite Ristorante was 
rated “A” by the Contra Costa Times 
restaurant critic and voted the best 
Italian restaurant by the readers of 
the Tri-Valley Herald. We’re located 
off the beaten path of downtown 
Pleasanton in the Hopyard Village 
Shopping Center.

JAPANESE
Sato Japanese Cuisine
3105-K Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
462-3131. Makoto Sato, Owner 

Operator has been serving traditional 
japanese cuisine for over 25 years in 
Pleasanton. Enjoy the variety of our 
sushi bar and Japanese tempura and 
teriyaki sushi. We are open for lunch 
and dinner. We also do catering. 
Open Tuesday through Sunday and 
closed Monday. 

PIZZA
Gay Nineties Pizza Co.
288 Main St., Pleasanton, 846-2520. 
Gay Nineties is family-oriented with an 
extensive menu, including our renowned 
pizza, Italian dishes, salads and sand-
wiches. We also have wine, beer, patio 
dining and games for kids. Come for 
groups, take out and call-ahead lunch 
orders. We’re open seven days a week 
from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m.

To have your restaurant listed in 
this dining directory, please call 
the Pleasanton Weekly Advertising 
Department at (925) 600-0840

ON THE TOWN

A Special 

Place For 

    Children 

of All Ages

426-8011
55 W Angela Suite 200 Pleasanton 
www.kiddodentist.com

426-8011
55 W Angela Suite 200 Pleasanton 
www.kiddodentist.com

Most Insurance Accepted

Pediatric Dentist

Pediatric Dentistry
Chao Wen Wang, D.D.S, M.S

Diplomate American Board of Pediatric Dentistry

AcceptingNewPatients!

Personalized Fitness Training
An enlightened approach to strength training.  
A simple, effective resistance system using slow,  
form-focused movements, open breathing, and  
zen-like concentration.

BRING IN THIS COUPON  
FOR YOUR COMPLIMENTARY 

EVALUATION/WORKOUT  
and RECEIVE A FREE T-SHIRT

www.ZenStrengthCa.com

For every disciplined 
effort there is a 
multiple reward.

—Jim Rohn

Savory Delights of Northern China

PRIVATE BANQUET ROOM TAKE-OUT

30 West Angela St., Downtown Pleasanton 

LUNCH SPECIALS:
DINNER:

2004/2005 &
2006 WINNER

Joseph & Maricela Barone
Your Hosts Since 1995 

Barone’s Restaurant

475 Saint John  
Pleasanton
426-0987

House of Omelettes

620 MAIN STREET, PLEASANTON, CA 
846-4222

Deans

6am-2:30pm 

Cafe
Chinese Szechuan

Szechuan Mandarin

3059 Hopyard Road #G 
Hopyard Village @ Valley 

Pleasanton

(925)846-5251 

—No MSG—

“Open Since 1987”

Banquet Room 
Available

We also serve Brown Rice

LUNCH SPECIALS

Closed Mondays

DINE IN
FOOD TO GO

AU T H E N T I C  H O M E - S T Y L E 
I TA L I A N  R E G I O N A L  C U I S I N E 

W I T H  A  R E F I N E D  F L A I R

Amarone, in the fi nest tradition of
Italian Trattorias, invites you to come 
and try our hand-made ravioli, slow 
braised osso buco on saff ron risotto, 

home-made focaccia and all the off er-
ings from our Florentine chef, Gianni.

270-0500  425-0099  680 Main St., Downtown Pleasanton

www.amaronepleasanton.com

3037-G Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton (At Valley Ave in Hopyard Village)

925-485-4500
www.LaViteRestaurant.com

Open for Lunch and Dinner
With combination of an elegant Banquet room and charming wine bar ideal for rehearsal 

dinners, bridal showers, company parties or any special occasion you are celebrating.

Check out

 Town
Square 
An online forum to 

Discuss Community 
Issues

Ask for advice
Rate a movie

Review a restaurant
and more
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CalendarCalendar
Auditions
Valley Concert Chorale The 
Chorale is seeking experienced sing-
ers with sight-reading skills. Auditions 
are by appointment from 6-7 p.m., 
Monday, Jan. 12, at First Presbyterian 
Church, 4th and L streets, Livermore. 
Call 462-4205. 
Youth Music Festival Auditions 
Auditions will be held for solo vocalists, 
instrumentalists, and vocal and instru-
mental ensembles, ages 18 and under, 
from 6-9 p.m., Wednesday-Thursday, 
Jan. 14-15, at Amador Theater, 1155 
Santa Rita Rd. Appointments are 
required; call 931-3481. 

Book Clubs
Deepak Chopra’s ‘The Third Jesus’ 
Rev. Steve Maynard of Tri-Valley Unity 
will lead this study group that will 
review and discuss both the book 
and the DVD interviews between 
Dr. Chopra and Rev. Wendy Craig-
Purcell of “The Third Jesus” at 7 p.m., 
Wednesdays, Jan. 21-Feb. 25, at 7567 
Amador Valley Blvd., Ste. 120, Dublin. 
the book is available at Towne Center 
Book Store or in class. Call 998-0038 
or visit www.trivalleyunity.com. 

Civic Meetings
Housing Commission The 
Pleasanton Housing Commission 
meets at 7 p.m. on the third Thursday 
of the month at City Council Chamber, 
200 Old Bernal Ave. 
Planning Commission The Planning 
Commission meets at 7 p.m. the 
second and fourth Wednesday of the 
month at the City Council Chamber, 
200 Old Bernal Ave. 
School Board The Pleasanton Unified 
School District Board meets at 7 p.m. on 
the second and fourth Tuesday monthly 
during the school year in the district office 
board room, 4665 Bernal Ave. 
Youth Commission The Pleasanton 
Youth Commission meets 7 p.m. on 
the second Wednesday of the month 
at Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353 
Sunol Blvd. 

Classes
College Admissions 101 Learn how 
colleges evaluate applicants, discover 
how to find “best fit” colleges and find 
out how to prepare a strong application 
from 7-8:30 p.m., Monday, Jan. 12, at 
the Pleasanton Library, 400 Old Bernal 
Ave. Parents and students welcome. 
This event is free. Call 963-2932. 

Clubs
Amador Valley Quilters Meeting 
This club will meet for its January 
meeting featuring Karen Boutte with a 
lecture about African American Quilters 
and their Quilts from 1:30-4:30 p.m., 
Saturday, Jan. 10, at Pleasanton 
Middle School, 5001 Case Ave. 
Art Association Meeting Livermore 
Art Association and Pleasanton Art 
Association will host an art demonstra-
tion by Bryan Mark Taylor at 7:30 p.m., 
Monday, Jan. 12, at Almond Avenue 
School, 1401 Almond Ave., Livermore. 
This event is free and open to the public. 
Visit www.livermoreartassociation.org. 
Hearing Loss Association Glen 
Phillips of the FCC will talk about the 
television differences with the new 
HDTV at this club’s meeting at 7 p.m., 
Thursday, Jan. 15, at Valley Community 
Church, 4455 Del Valle Pkwy. This 
meeting is free and refreshments will 
be served. E-mail Hiram Van Blarigan 
at hvanblarigan@hotmail.com. 
Pleasanton Mothers Club The 
Pleasanton Mothers Club provides 

a social, supportive and educational 
outlet for moms and their families in 
the local community. They meet at 7 
p.m. the third Tuesday monthly. Call 
927-2444 or visit www.pleasanton-
mothersclub.org. 
Tri-Valley Holistic Moms Network 
This club will host a member led 
discussion on detoxing at 7 p.m., 
Monday, Jan. 19, at Living Vine 
Fellowship, 4100 First St. Learn tech-
niques others use to rid their bodies of 
toxins. This event is free for members 
and first-time visitors. Call 922-7615. 

Events
‘Show and Tell’ Night Bothwell Arts 
Center continues its monthly art-
ists “Show and Tell” night at 7 p.m., 
Tuesday, Jan. 13, at 2466 Eighth St., 
Livermore. All artists are welcome. 
Bring a drink or snack to share. Call 
337-0567. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Fellowship 
Breakfast Tri-Valley YMCA will host 
a celebration of Martin Luther King Jr. 
at a Fellowship Breakfast on Jan. 26, 
at the Radisson Hotel, 6680 Regional 
St., Dublin. Winners of essay contests 
will be announced. Call 475-6107 or 
e-mail tstier@ymcaeastbay.org. 
Open House Hacienda School is 
having an Open House from 4:30-
5:30 p.m., Wednesday, Jan. 14, at 
Hacienda School, 3800 Stoneridge Dr. 
The school has individualized curricu-
lum and superior academic. This event 
is free, but reservations are required; 
call Jo Anne at 485-5750. 
Pleasantonians 4 Peace 
Pleasantonians 4 Peace sponsors a 
candlelight vigil in front of the Museum 
on Main, 603 Main St., the second 
Wednesday of the month. Following 
the vigil is a peaceful march to City 
Hall. Contact Cathe Norman, 462-
7495; Matt Sullivan, mjs7882@gmail.
com; or kdowding@pacbell.net. 
The Legacy of Martin Luther King 
Jr. Tri-Valley Peace Network presents 
“Peace and Healing Through Action: 
the Legacy of Martin Luther King Jr.” 
at 10:30 a.m., Monday, Jan. 19, at 
UCC Livermore, 1886 College Ave. 
A march to downtown at 11:30 a.m. 
Call 433-7184. 
Tri-Valley Chinese Culture Day 
Celebration Chinese American 
Cooperation Council presents the 
sixth annual Tri-Valley Chinese Culture 
Day Celebration at 7 p.m., Saturday, 
Jan. 24, at Amador Theater, 1155 
Santa Rita Rd. Visit www.cacusa.org. 

Exhibits
Come Home for the Holidays The 
exhibit at Museum On Main, 603 
Main St., runs through Jan. 11 and 
will showcase winter holiday tradi-
tions in Pleasanton and Pleasanton’s 
sister cities Tulancingo, Mexico, and 
Blairgowrie, Scotland. The cost is a $2 
donation. Call 462-2766 or visit www.
museumonmain.org. 
PAL Artist Exhibits Pleasanton Art 
League presents a series of different 
art exhibits from members including: 
Heidi Mann and Tricia Leonard’s paint-
ings until Jan. 15, at Jim’s Country 
Restaurant, 5400 Sunol Blvd., Suite 1; 
Nova Starling’s “The Vineyards and the 
Valley” until Jan. 28, at Vineyards Estate 
Winery, 5565 Tesla Rd., Livermore; 
“East Meets West” exhibit until Jan. 31, 
at the Art Gallery in the Livermore Civic 
Center Library, 1188 South Livermore 
Ave.; Dorothy Maestas’ watercolors 
until the end of January, at Me & Mai 
Friend’s Deli Cafe, 4713 First St.; Karen 
Fleschler’s watercolors and prints until 
Jan. 31 at the LAA Gallery, 2155 3rd 
St., Livermore; and Norma Webb’s oil 
paintings during January and February 
at Garre, 7986 Tesla Rd., Livermore. 
Picturing the Constellations 
Pleasanton Artist Elaine Drew is 

showing a collection of illustrations 
inspired by astronomy until Feb. 27, 
at Washington Mutual, 561 Main St. 
The illustrations are from an upcom-
ing book by her and her husband, 
local astronomy teacher Rob Drew. 
The bank is open from 9 a.m.-6 p.m., 
Monday-Saturday. Call 461-9871. 

Film
Free Documentary Sick and tired of 
being sick and tired? Come learn how 
simple it is to improve your health from 
6:30-7:30 p.m., Monday, Jan. 19, at 
the Pleasanton Public Library, 400 Old 
Bernal Ave. This film was created by 
people who had their health restored 
and want to share their secrets. This 
event is free, but reservations are 
required by calling 209-9871. 

Fundraisers
Claws for Paws Crab Feast  Join 
Tri-Valley Animal Rescue from 6 to 10 
p.m. Feb. 7 for all-you-can-eat crab 
dinner with a no host bar. The event 
includes a live and silent auction as 
well as a cash drawing raffle. Tickets 
are $45 by Jan. 17 or $50. Call 323-
8517 or visit www.tvar.org. 

Health
Immunization Clinic  An immuniza-
tion clinic for children will be from 9 to 
11 a.m. Jan. 10 at Axis Community 
Health, 4361 Railroad Ave. Open to all 
Tri-Valley families who are low income 
or uninsured, including those enrolled 
in Medi-Cal and Medi-Cal Managed 
Care. Parents should bring child’s 
immunization records and information 
about family income and medical insur-
ance. Fee for some immunizations. Call 
462-1755 or visit www.axishealth.org. 
Learn at Lunch Program Free Learn 
at Lunch program featuring Prevention 
and Treatment of Lymphedema from 
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., Wednesday, 
Jan. 14, at ValleyCare Medical Plaza, 
5725 W. Las Positas Blvd., 2nd Floor 
Conference Room. This event is free. 
Call 734-3319. 

Kids & Teens
‘Music and Movement’ Andrea 
Gaspari kicks off the new year with 
rollicking movement and music fun 
for pre-schoolers (18 months-4 years 
old) from 3:30-4:15 p.m., Wednesday, 
Jan. 14, Feb. 11 and March 11, at 
the Pleasanton Public Library, 400 Old 
Bernal Ave. These events are free, but 
registration is required by calling 931-
3400, ext. 8. 
Fairytale Comes to Life Enjoy a 
magical morning of winter fun as 
the Pleasanton Russian Children’s 
Theater presents Hans Christian 
Andersen fairytale “The Snow Queen” 
at 11 a.m., Saturday, Jan. 17, at the 
Pleasanton Public Library, 400 Old 
Bernal Ave. Features children acting 
and singing in Russian, with a story-
teller providing English narration. This 
event is free. Call 931-3400, ext. 8. 
Masked Marvels & Wondertales 
Michael Cooper’s one-man extrava-
ganza features stories of courage 
and wonder, handcrafted masks, stilt 
dancing, and more. He performs at 2 
p.m. Jan. 11 at the Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. Tickets are 
$12-$30. Call 373-6800 or visit www.
livermoreperformingarts.org. 

Lectures/
Workshops
Health, Healing and Happiness: 
A Guide to Optimal Health & 
Weight Loss Pamela McDonald will 

4115 Mohr Avenue
Pleasanton, CA 94566

Tel: 925.461.8409  
Fax: 925.461.8482

License #015601206

19960 Santa Maria Avenue
Castro Valley, CA 94546

Tel: 510.582.2765  
Fax: 510.582.9670

License #015601223

24 Hour Personal Care & Supervision

All Inclusive Flat Rate
Th ree Nutritious Meals and Snacks

Private and Semi-Private Rooms Available

Daily Engaging Activities      Optional Services

Empowering You To Enjoy Life

Assisted Living For Seniors

Family Support group 1st Wednesday of every month

SMOG INSPECTION 

Harry’s Auto Repair
Test and Repair

925-462-3237

No Appointments Necessary!
 Mon-Fri 8-4pm

183-A Wyoming St., Pleasanton
— Gold Shield Station —

 + $8.25 CERT.$45 with
coupon(     )Special

We can smog any vehicle!

CLOCK REPAIR
Free Estimates
Free Pick-up & Delivery in Tri-Valley

Timely Service

Byfield’s Clock Shop Call (925) 736-9165

1989-C Santa Rita Road  (925) 462-0402
www.travel-desk.com  CST#101368810

D e s t i n a t i o n s
Unlimited

Established in 1985Specializing in 
Europe and the 
South Pacifi c
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host a workshop on “Health, Healing 
and Happiness: Optimal health and 
Weight Loss” at 7 p.m., Thursday, 
Jan. 22, at the Pleasanton Public 
Library, 400 Old Bernal Ave.; and 
at 6:30 p.m., Tuesday, Jan. 27, at 
Girasole Restaurant, 3180 Santa 
Rita Rd.; cost is $20, including din-
ner. Call 931-3405 or visit www.
apoegenediet.com. 
Stress Reduction and Guided 
Imagery This workshop will help 
those with cancer and their loved 
ones focus and relax the mind and 
body to experience relief from neg-
ative emotional states. The group 
will meet from 6-8 p.m., Thursday, 
Jan. 22, at ValleyCare Medical 
Plaza, 5725 West Las Positas 
Blvd. This event is free for cancer 
patients, their friends and family. 
Call 933-0107. 
The Power of Flight Learning to 
fly at 16 was only the beginning for 
a man who later joined the team 
receiving the two largest prizes in 
the history of aviation. Dr. Grosser 
helped design and build components 
for three human-powered airplanes. 
He will speak at 7:30 p.m. Jan. 15. 
at the Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St. in Livermore. Tickets are $30-$0 
for adults and $15-$20 for students 
21 and under. Call 373-6800 or visit 
www.livermoreperformingarts.org. 

Live Music
Civic Arts Presents ScrapArts 
Music Five athletic musicians will play 
140 instruments fashioned from indus-
trial scrap to entertain in a high-energy 
performance at 8 p.m., Friday, Jan. 
23, at Amador Theater, 1155 Santa 
Rita Rd. Tickets are $25, $30 and $35 
for adults; $15, $20 and $25 for stu-
dents; purchase online at www.pleas-
antoncivicarts.org, by phone (925) 
931-3444 or at the box office. 

Political Notes
Death by a Thousand Cuts Tri Valley 
Democratic Club will host a meeting 
for the election of its 2009 officers 
with guest speaker, Craig Cheslog, 
who will speak about “Death by a 
Thousand Cuts” at 7 p.m., Monday, 
Jan. 19, at IBEW Hall, 6250 Village 
Pkwy., Dublin. Q&A and discussion will 
follow. Free refreshments and wheel-
chair accessible. Call 451-4303. 

Recreation
2nd Annual Mitzvah Day Join this 
group for a day of community service 
with rewarding projects for every 
age and interest from 7 a.m.-7 p.m., 
Monday, Jan. 19. Register at www.
paloaltojcc.org/mitzvah. 
Nature’s Wonder Club: Dinostory 
What is a dinosaur? Explore the truth, 
legend and lore of this subject at 3 
p.m., Saturday, Jan. 17, at the Nature 
House. Cost is $16 for residents; $19 
for non-residents. Children under the 
age of 5 must be accompanied by an 
adult. Call 931-3483. 
Nature’s Wonder Club: Winter 
Ramblers Why is it when we are 
unwilling to go out because of the 
cool winter weather, some animals are 
at their busiest? Explore the mystery 
of these wonders at 1 p.m., Saturday, 
Jan. 17, meeting at Augustin Bernal 
Park, Staging Area. Cost is $16 for 
residents; $19 for non-residents. Call 
931-3483. 
Team In Training Informational 
Meeting Take on the physical chal-
lenge of a full or half marathon, 
triathlon, cycle century ride (100 
miles) or distance hike event with The 
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society’s 
Team In Training. Attend the informa-
tional meeting at 2:30 p.m. Jan. 17 at 
Pleasanton Middle School, 5001 Case 
Ave. Call 800-78-TRAIN or visit www.
teamintraining.org/sf. 

Seniors
Senior Decorating 101 Want to 
create a space in your home or 
apartment that is more comfortable 
and updated? Learn to apply simple 
design principles to enhance the qual-
ity of your life and home at 10 a.m. 
Jan. 13 at the senior center, 5353 
Sunol Blvd. Bring your decorating 
dilemmas, and get a professional 
opinion from Toni Berry. Fee is $1.50 
for residents and $2 for non-residents. 
Call 931-5365. 

Spiritual
Artist Way Group  Start out your 
year on the path to higher creativity at 
an Artist Way Group meeting from7-
8:30 p.m., Wednesdays, starting Jan. 
14, at UCC Livermore, 1886 College 
Ave. For a complete schedule, call Jen 
at 449-6820. 

Sports
Cyclepath Sprint Distance 
Adventure Race Compete in the Bay 
Area’s only sprint distance adventure 
race, a multi-sport, off-road competi-
tion at 10 a.m., Saturday, Jan. 17, at 
Lake Del Valle, Livermore. The race will 
feature 2+ miles running/trekking, 2+ 
miles kayaking & 10-15 mi mountain 
biking. Cost is $100 per team of two. 
Mountain bike and helmet are required. 
Register at wwwcyclepath.com. 
Stretch Ministry Winter Boot Camp 
Improve your game and learn life les-
sons at the Stretch Ministry Winter 
Softball and Baseball Boot Camp from 
4:30-9 p.m., Friday, Jan. 23; 8 a.m.-8 
p.m., Saturday, Jan. 24; and 8 a.m.-3 
p.m., Sunday, Jan. 25; at 4455 Del Valle 
Pkwy. For girls 5-8 grade; boys 10-14 
years old. Cost is $125. To register, visit 
www.gostetch.org. 

Calendar

ADVERTISEMENT

Pleasanton
Real Estate News

by  
Gerarda
Stocking

Gerarda Stocking is the Owner/Broker 
of Stocking Realty.

 An expert on the subject, Liz 

Pulliam Weston, says it plainly. “If 

your goal is to improve your credit 

score, don’t close any of your current 

accounts. Closing credit cards and 

other revolving accounts can never 

help your score, and it might actually 

hurt it.” 

 Three simple points: First, if 

you close accounts without actually 

reducing the amount of debt you 

have, the ratio of the amount of debt 

you have to the amount of debt your 

credit cards qualify you for goes up. 

As a result, your credit score can go 

down. 

 Second, if you close out old 

accounts, it makes your credit history 

look younger. The older your credit 

records are, the more your credit 

score likes them. 

 Third, your credit score looks 

most fondly on accounts in which 

you keep the ratio between how 

much you’ve owed and how much 

you can borrow relatively low…but 

it also likes to see regular activity in 

those accounts, however small. 

 This is counter-intuitive to many 

of us who assume that we should 

lower the number of credit cards 

we have, getting rid of—and not 

using—as many cards as possible. 

But remember that the credit report 

seeks to measure how well you’ve 

borrowed and repaid on your credit 

cards and other accounts. For more 

information call Gerarda Stocking 

at 846-4000 or visit her website at 

www.gerardastocking.com.

KEEP YOUR CREDIT 
CARDS, BOOST YOUR 

CREDIT SCORE

2324 Santa Rita Road Suite 2A, Pleasanton CA

Phone: 925-931-1135
Website: www.naturalcleaninginstitute.com
Email: info@ naturalcleaninginstitute.com

Specializing in: Detoxification and Nature Weight Loss

Do You Feel Tired,  
No Energy, Bloated, Gassy,  

or Just out of Sorts?
Let Us Show You How to “Clean-up” and Detoxify

Institute of Natural Cleansing  
and Weight Loss

In the stressful and toxic lifestyle of 21st century 
America we can all get “polluted.” Let the Institute of 
Natural Cleansing and Weight Loss help you with our 
natural and holistic techniques for Health. 

25% Off 
Initial Services with Ad

exp 2-1-09

Exceptional Customer Service

925.462.1207
4225 Stanley Blvd., Pleasanton, CA 94566

www.window-ology.com
Contractor’s License #904282

See Your Best! Look Your Best!
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 ––  Caring for the Tri-Valley Since 1975 ––  
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 NOW   0%
 Financing on LASIK

.D.O ,gnaywO ireK  .D.O ,itsocatnerT aniG Jimmy Yip, O.D. 

Honored as Top Surgeons for LASIK

Join us in the Greatroom
Monday – Friday 4:30pm to 6:30pm

        Happy Hour

Meet

Daily Wine 
Selections $4.00

Domestic and 
Premium Beer

$3 / $4

MARRIOTT PLEASANTON
@ the corner of Dublin Canyon and Foothill

Marriott Premium 
Well Drinks $4

Greet

Martini, Cosmopolitan and 
Manhattans $5Food Specials $4.95 ea

THE LOBBY REINVENTED... 
11950 Dublin Canyon Road ~ Pleasanton ~ 925.847.6000

Eat
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Parent photographers 
Send a jpeg to Editor@PleasantonWeekly.com of the best 
action shot from your child’s game for consideration for our 
Sports page. Remember to include caption information:  
who, what, when, where—and the score.

SportsSports
Affordable Dentistry for Your Situation.  
Your needs. Your wants. Your Smile.

Dublin
7040 Dublin Blvd.

Pleasanton
5720 Stoneridge Mall Rd., #295

We offer more than a 
Beautiful Smile at

viewdental.com

Affordable 
Dental Services

(925) 225-9552
*We accept all major Dental Insurance

Two Locations

A Professional Accounting Corporation
You’re More Than Just a Number!

 
 

Julie Loomis, CPA

TAX TIP FOR JANUARY!

IMPORTANT

Pleasanton wrestling makes splash  
on competitive scene 

 Wrestlers from the Pleasanton Unified School 
District’s Winter Program took home the title at the 
tournament for junior high kids that was held at Kerr 
High School Saturday. Students are from Harvest Park, 
Hart and Pleasanton middle schools.
 The team competed against seven other teams and 
won five of five Dual Meets even though they were 
missing five of its 21 weight classes.
 Tommy Yozzo (5-0), Austin Hamilton (5-0), Brett 
Lewis (5-0), Louis Deprez (4-0), Josh Goodman (4-0), 
Connor Veit (4-1) and Josh Pease (4-1) were voted by 
all the other team coaches as the best wrestlers in their 
weight classes and won ‘All Tourney’ awards. Torin 
Nelson, Zac Wilner, Andrew Christian, Alec Strzemp, 
Tommy Barrera, Henry Person, Vas Stover, JP Parisi, 
Matt Maria-Cui, Grif Gates and Justin Goodman all 
had multiple wins for the team.

Pictured: Torin Nelson, Zac Wilner, Andrew Christian, 
Alec Strzemp, Tommy Barrera, Henry Person, Vas 
Stover, JP Parisi, Matt Maria-Cui, Grif Gates and 
Justin Goodman Coaches; Pete Yozzo and Eric Veit.

Rage White plays in foggy tourney

 Pleasanton Rage U11 AC White team played well 
in the Bullard Classic tournament in Fresno Jan. 3-4. 
They began by winning their first game against the 
Fresno Monarchs 4-0. Goals were scored by Sadie 
Moore, Madison Avery, Julia Densmore (assisted 
by Madison Avery) and Monica Martinez (assisted 
by Julia Densmore). The defense of Nicole Tsuno, 
Megan Martin, Megan Shackley, Christina Echavia 
and Jasmine Dessouky played skillfully, and goalies 
Juliet Allen and Bryanna Schreiber kept the balls out 
of the net for a shutout.
 Rage White played another strong game against the 
Bullard Soccer Club out of Fresno despite losing 2-1. 
Pleasanton’s one goal was scored on a penalty kick by 
Julia Densmore after Makenna Elias was fouled in the 
box. Offensive players Taylor Campbell, Sadie Moore 
and Madison Avery created several more chances to 
score with their strong play. 
 Rage White’s final game of the weekend came 
down to a matchup with Pleasanton Rage’s Premier 
team played on an icy field in fog so thick that the 
far side of the field wasn’t visible. Rage White fought 

hard and matched up evenly with the Premier team. 
The midfield of Makenna Elias, Monica Martinez and 
LisaDeFeo played tough and moved the ball deep, with 
great distribution by Sadie Moore and Darcy Kron. 
Julia Densmore scored the first goal of the game with 
an assist by Sadie Moore. Rage White’s entire defen-
sive squad played vigorously to keep the Premier team 
out of the goal with the exception of one goal which 
ended regulation play in a 1-1 tie. Rage Premier scored 
first in overtime and advanced to the final game. The 
good news for Rage as a whole is that the Premier team 
ended up winning the tournament. 

Pictured: Makenna Elias (#19) goes for the ball while 
teammates Taylor Campbell, Darcy Kron and Jenna 
Crawford look on. 

Adventure race challenges all next weekend

 Up for a challenge? If so, get together with another 
person to create a team of two for the second annual 
Cyclepath Sprint Distance Multi-Sport Challenge, 
which will be held at 10 a.m., Saturday, Jan. 17 at Lake 
Del Valle in Livermore. 
 Challengers will participate in a sprint distance 
adventure race, a multi-sport, off-road competition 
featuring running/trekking, kayaking and mountain 
biking. Participants must run/trek 2-plus miles, kayak 
2-plus miles and mountain bike between 10-15 miles, 
to collect points by correctly navigating (using map 
and compass) to gather hidden items at various check-
points. The race takes between two and five hours to 
complete, with top teams finishing in approximately 
two hours. 
 Part of the fun of adventure racing is the unknown. 
The course (or course “guide”) is not released until the 
day of the event. Strategy comes into play as teams must 
assess their abilities when deciding between shorter, 
more difficult routes or longer, more direct routes. 
 Cyclepath owner Joel Davis ensures, “This course 
is designed for success at all levels, whether you are 
an athlete or your inner athlete has been screaming to 
come out.” He says that longer distance races are often 
intimidating to novices and this race appeals to all.
 The idea for a local adventure race was hatched two 
years ago on one of the shop’s weekly mountain rides at 
the Pleasanton Ridge. The rides are often attended by the 
Cyclepath-sponsored adventure racing team, Karl and 
Cynthia Royer, whose enthusiasm for the sport got other 
riders excited about trying adventure racing. Davis said 
that there are very limited local opportunities to try the 
multi-sport event, so he decided to put together his own.
 Prizes will be awarded to all divisions and SWAG 
bags with free goodies and post-race food and beverages 
will be provided. Registration is $100 per team, includ-
ing kayak rental, and is limited to the first 50 teams. 
Participants must have a mountain bike and helmet to 
participate. To register, visit www.cyclepath.com. 
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Marketplace
Pleasanton  Weekly

TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS GO TO FOGSTER.COM

fogster.com THE TRI-VALLEY’S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE
Fogster.com offers FREE* postings online and the opportunity for your ad to appear in print to more than 80,000 readers. 
You can log on to fogster.com 24/7, and your online ad starts immediately.

*Some ads require payment. Home Services and Mind & Body ads require contact with the customer service representative at 925-600-0840, Ext. 112.

Computer Help
Tri-Valley PC MEDIC
2007-08 Pleasanton Weekly

"Best Computer Repair"
2006 Diablo Magazine
"Best of the East Bay"

Ken Cook
"I Make House Calls!"

Tune-up/Repair/Upgrade/Training
More info/rates: www.trivalleypcmedic.com
M-F 8a-8p / Wknds & Hols 9a-6p

Lic #011068 ~ PCC, PDA & BBB

Call 485-9040 or 989-7722

We specialize in refi nishing Kitchen Cabinets, 
Custom Finish Restoration & Re-Painting

Interior & Exterior

(925) 642-8432 • (510) 886-4043
Daniel Aguilar, owner State Lic #820022

NEED HELP
 WITH QUICKBOOKS?

No job too big or too small!!!
Over 23 years experience 

in all aspects of bookkeeping.

Call Linda 925.918.2233

Commercial/Residential

(925) 846-0400
www.HoneyDoHandypersons.com

LIC# 922264

Receive $25 off
Service of $250

or more for 1st time 
customers

Handypersonssm, Inc.

Accounting/Bookkeeping

Painting/Wallpaper

General Contracting Computers

Call Monika Harris 417-0424
Registered Veterinary Nurse   www.furryfriends.tv

Furry Friends
Pet Sitting Services

Accommodating  
Healthy and Special 

Needs Pets

Trained professional, daily visits,  
basic home care, reliable & caring. 

Pet Care/Grooming/Training

Alamo, CA          888.830.8722

Guaranteed
Lowest Prices
One call is all it takes to buy 
any new car for the lowest price 
in the market. Guaranteed. 

www.InsideTrackAuto.com

™

Qualified Tradesman 
at Your Service

925.216.8163 
Pleasanton

General Contractor #805208

Professional Home
Maintenance & Repair

REAL ESTATE

BULLETIN
BOARD

115 Announcements
ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS 

in 111 alternative newspapers like this 
one. Over 6 million circulation  

every week for $1200. No adult ads. 
Call Rick at 202-289-8484. (AAN CAN) 

PREGNANT?  
CONSIDERING ADOPTION 

Talk with caring agency specializing in 
matching Birthmothers with Families 
nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES PAID. 

Call 24/7 Abby’s One True Gift 
Adoptions  

866-413-6293 (AAN CAN) 

WRITERS WANTED 
The Academy for Alternative Journalism, 

established by papers like this one  
to promote diversity in the alternative 

press, seeks talented journalists  
and students (college seniors and up) 
for a paid summer writing program at  

Northwestern University’s Medill School 
of Journalism. The eight-week  

program (June 21 - Aug. 16, 2009) 
aims to recruit talented candidates from  
diverse backgrounds and train them in 

alt-weekly style feature writing. Ten  
participants will be chosen and paid 

$3,000 plus housing and travel  
allowances. For information and an 

application visit  
http://altjournalism.org. You may also 

email us at  
altacademy@northwestern.edu. 

Applications must be  
postmarked by Feb. 13, 2009. 

Northwestern University is an equal 
opportunity educator & employer

Fibromyalgia/Stress/Pain BLR MFT

Fun For Girls between 10-20years
Hacienda School Open House
Livermore Lioness Club

120 Auctions
Foreclosed Home Auction  
Northern California. 1000 Homes Must 
Be Sold! Free Brochure: 1-800-470-
9314. www.USHomeAuction.com REDC. 
(Cal-SCAN)

130 Classes & 
Instruction

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! 
Fast, Affordable & Accredited  

FREE Brochure. Call NOW!  
1-800-532-6546 Ext. 97 http://www.
continentalacademy.com (AAN CAN) 

MASTER OF FINE ARTS 
in TV Production / Master of Science in 

Media Studies in New York City.  
Visit http://www.bctvr.org (AAN CAN) 

Danville Boot Camp for Women  
Discover YOUR Inner Athlete! Outdoor 
Exercise Class Women of all fitness lev-
els. 1hr/day, 3,4,5 day/wk. 457-4587 
ContraCostaBootCamp.com

PALMISTRY CLASSES 
www.palmistryschool.com,  

www.partypalmist2.com.925 2499154

133 Music Lessons
HARP LESSONS FOR ALL AGES 

Try Something New! 
Call Bennetta Heaton 

(925) 820-1169 
- located in Danville -

135 Group Activities
“GIRLS NIGHT IN”
Alamo Women’s Club
CLUTTERLess (CL) Self Help Group
FREE CROSSFIT CLASSES
Single Cougars Party

140 Lost & Found
Lost Beagle Puppy  
Our 9 month old beagle puppy, Rikki, 
chased some cyclers North on Foothill 
Blvd. on December 31, 2008. One of 
the cyclers told us she was picked up 
by a woman in a silver SUV who said 
she was going to try and locate the 
owners. THAT’S US!! She had no collar 
on because she and her sister, Lucy, 
wrestle and we were afraid of her getting 
hurt. Please, Please, Please contact us if 
you’ve seen Rikki at (925) 580-7335 or 
(925) 580-7334. 

FOR SALE

SOLD

201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts

Donate Vehicle 
Receive $1000 Grocery Coupons, 
Your Choice. Noah’s Arc, No Kill 

Animal Shelters. Advanced Veterinary 
Treatments. Free Towing, IRS Tax 

Deduction. Non-Runners. 1-866-912-
GIVE. (Cal-SCAN)

Donate Your Car  
Children’s Cancer Fund! Help Save 
A Child’s Life Through Research and 
Support! Free Vacation Package. Fast, 
Easy & Tax Deductible. Call 1-800-252-
0615. (Cal-SCAN)
Acura 2005 RL - $22,500
BMW 2000 528i - $10,900
BMW 2000 M5 - $20,900
Dodge 1998 Dakota - 5,000
Lexus 2004 SC430 - $35,000.00
Pace Arrow 1989 Motor Home - 
$13,000
Subaru 1990-2009 Legacy - $20

203 Bicycles

2003 H-D 
Softail Fatboy 100th Anniversary 5356 

miles, Exterior: Red, price $5800 
contact me for pictures 23elzey@gmail.

com (410) 670 7920 
BMX Mongoose Bicycle - $50.00

210 Garage/Estate 
Sales
Livermore, 980 Cromwell St, May 24 
7-12

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques
Beatles Record - $500
Royal Doulton figurine - $50

Mike Fracisco
REALTOR

®

Fracisco Realty & Investments

Residential, Commercial  
& Property Management

direct: 925-998-8131
www.MikeFracisco.com

COMPUTER SERVICE  
& REPAIR

Chris Hopper Computers
Small Business and Home Users

Day, Evening, & Weekend Appointments

(925) 846-7845
ChrisHopperComputers.com

Lic #050693

direct: 925-426-3886
cell: 925-487-1427
e-mail: mrtonyleavens@msn.com
www.tonyleavens.com

Tony 
Leavens
REALTOR®

Hometown 
GMAC Real 

Estate

General ContractingAutomotive Sales

925-827-1093

TheCabinetMD.com
Cabinet 

Modifications/Enlargements 
for HD TVs, Appliances and    

All Interior Woodwork

No phone 
 number in the ad?  

GO TO 
fogster.com  

for contact
information

Kids' Stuff

A children’s drawing class 
in Pleasanton

Wednesday 4 PM to 5 PM 
Saturday 9 AM to 10 AM 

Please visit www.drawwithmanbi.com

COM
E 

JOIN
 THE

 

FUN
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Wouldn’t you love to sell your home more quickly and 
at the highest possible price?

We have an amazing offer to start 2009! 
Simply allow us to Stage and Market your 
home or listing and you will be entered into a 
prize drawing for a one week stay at the Cabo 
San Lucas Golf and Country Club. 

To participate in the drawing, the Staging and Marketing 
agreement must be signed no later than January 28, 
2009. Log on to www.REsolutionsofamerica.com for 
all the details. 

Bob Smith | 925.989.9834
www.REsolutionsofamerica.com

Effective Staging | Extensive Marketing

Scott’s Painting
Interior & Exterior

Protect your home for the Winter. 
Freshen up your home 

for the holidays.
Scott Smiley (925) 918-1874

Licensed Bonded & Insured
Lic# 505856

Mention this ad 
and save 10%

“Get the Personal Touch”

For Market Place Ads Contact Art
(925) 600-0840 x112

agordillo@pleasantonweekly.com

For Market Place Ads Contact Art
(925) 600-0840 x112

agordillo@pleasantonweekly.com



220 Computers/
Electronics

GET A NEW COMPUTER 
Brand Name laptops & desktops  
Bad or NO Credit - No Problem  

Smallest weekly payments available. It's 
yours NOW - Call 800-803-8819  

(AAN CAN) 

240 Furnishings/
Household items
3 piece kitchen carving set - $10
Bunk Bed - $50
MEDIA CABINET - $400.00

245 Miscellaneous
Building Sale  
“Rock Bottom Prices”. Beat Next 
Increase! 25x40 $5,190. 30x50 $6,390. 
35x60 $8,990. 40x60 $12,700. 
60x100 $33,600. Many Others! Pioneer 
Steel. 1-800-372-8053. Since 1980. 
(Cal-SCAN)
CERTIFIED HOME STAGING TRAINING 
- $199.00
Dog Kennel For Sale - $150.00
Garden Inspired Landscaping - $16.95
GIFT PACKS AND RED WORMS - $25.00
HOME DECORATING EBOOKS - $12.00
Jazzy Power Chair XL - $1,600
MOBILE Moving-Storage Containers
Non-stick stove top grill - $20
RED WORMS FOR COMPOSTING - 
$25.00
Scrapbooks
Watters Bridesmaid Dress #9925 - 
$150

KID STUFF

345 Tutoring/
Lessons
FRENCH, SPANISH TUTORING

High School Math Tutor 
High school math tutoring, also SAT 
I, ACT, Subject Matter Math, history 

exams. One-on-one only. Former 
teacher, California credential. 925-

462-3807.

Math & Chemistry Tutoring 
Retired Scientist now enjoying 

TUTORING STUDENTS of all ages in 
math, algebra, geometry, trig, pre-

calc, science & chemistry 
 CALL DOUG @ 925-858-5842

MIND
& BODY

455 Personal Training

CROSSFIT SAN RAMON IS HERE!  
Forging Elite Fitness. THE princi-
pal strength and conditioning pro-
gram for many armed forces. $25/
First week of Unlimited Classes. 
Workouts of the Day, Classes, Open 
Gym CROSSFITSR.com 457-4587

EMPLOYMENT

500 Help Wanted

Event Coordinator 
Pleasanton Downtown Assoc. 

seeks an organized, detail-oriented, 
assertive, diplomatic and energetic 
individual to coordinate downtown 

events. Flexible schedule and experi-
ence required. Must be proficient 

in Microsoft Office. Fax resumes to 
(925) 484-3064 or email director@

pleasantondowntown.net

525 Adult Care 
Wanted

Elder Care Provider 
Immediate opportunity for full time 
elder care for Pleasanton couple. 

Excellent accommodations. Appropriate 
experience and references required. 
Salary negotiable. 925-846-2877 or 

925-200-4578

550 Business 
Opportunities

100% Recession Proof 
Do You Earn $800 in a Day? Your 
Own Local Vending Route Includes 

25 Machines and Candy for $9,995. 
MultiVend LLC,  

1-888-625-2405. (Cal-SCAN)
Vending Biz 

With huge cash income! Name Brand 
Beverage & Food. Great Routes. 

Investment required. 1-888-858-8363. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Need Serious Entrepreneur  
Proven biz w/ training&support. You 
keep all profit. NOT MLM! 88-378-8443 
2-min msg, 24x7

560 Employment 
Information

$$$HELP WANTED$$$ 
Earn Extra income assembling CD 
cases from Home. CALL OUR LIVE  

OPERATORS NOW! 1-800-405-7619 ext. 
150 http://www.easywork-greatpay.

com (AAN CAN) 
$600 WEEKLY POTENTIAL$$$ 
Helping the Government PT. No 

Experience, No Selling.  
Call: 1-888-213-5225 Ad Code L-5.  
VOID in Maryland and South Dakota. 

(AAN CAN) 
13 Drivers Needed 

Sign-On Bonus. 35-41 cpm. Earn over 
$1000 weekly. Excellent Benefits. 

Need CDL-A and 3 months recent OTR. 
1-877-258-8782. www.MeltonTruck.

com (Cal-SCAN)
DATA ENTRY PROCESSORS 

Needed! 
Earn $3,500-$5,000 Weekly Working 

from Home! Guaranteed  
Paychecks! No Experience Necessary! 

Positions Available Today! Register 
Online Now!  

http://www.DataPositions.com 
 (AAN CAN) 

Driver - West Coast Regional 
New Hiring Area. Newest equipment 

on the road. Competitive Pay. Run the 
Western 11 States On Site - Full Service 
Maintenance Shop. Reasonable Home 
Time. Western Express - 22 yrs. old. 
Good MVR, EOE, CDL-A, 1 yr. OTR. 
Call Edna Today! 1-866-863-4112. 

(Cal-SCAN)
Drivers - CDL Training 

$0 down, financing by Central 
Refrigerated. Company Drivers 

earn average of $40k/year. Owner 
Operators average $60k/Year. 
1-800-587-0029 x4779. www.

CentralDrivingJobs.net (Cal-SCAN)
EARN $75 - $200 HOUR 

Media Makeup Artist Training. Ads, TV, 
Film, Fashion. One week class.  

Stable job in weak economy. Details at 
http://www.MediaMakeupArtists.com 

310-364-0665 (AAN CAN) 
Firefighters Wanted  
Paid training, good salary, S for school, 
regular raises, benefits, retirement. HS 
grads ages 17-34. Call Mon-Fri 1-800-
345-6289. (Cal-SCAN)

GOVERNMENT JOBS 
$12 - $48/hr. Full Benefits / Paid 

Training. Work available in areas like  
Homeland Security, Law Enforcement, 

Wildlife & More! 1-800-320-9353 x 
2001 (AAN CAN) 

P/T Coordinator 
Needed for highly reputed student 
exchange program. This work from 
home position requires a motivated 

individual who enjoys recruiting, train-
ing and supervising volunteers and 

likes working with young people from 
abroad. Some travel: expenses reim-
bursed. Please call: 1-800-733-2773- 

veryl@asse.com (Cal-SCAN)
POST OFFICE NOW HIRING! 

Avg. pay $20/hr or $57K/yr incl. 
Federal Benefits and OT.  

Placed by adSource not affiliated w/ 
USPS, who hires. 1-866-616-7019. 

(AAN CAN) 
TEACH ENGLISH ABROAD! 

English teachers are still in high 
demand worldwide.  

Become TEFL certified in Prague.  
4-week course. 1300 Euros.  

http://www.teflworldwideprague.com 
info@teflworldwideprague.com  

(AAN CAN) 

BUSINESS
SERVICES

645 Office/Home 
Business Services
A Best Kept Secret!  
Classified Advertising! A 25-word ad 
costs $550, is placed in 240 community 
newspapers and reaches over 6 million 
Californians. Call for more information 
(916) 288-6010; (916) 288-6019 www.
Cal-SCAN.com (Cal-SCAN)
Advertise Effectively  
Reach over 3 million Californians in 140 
community newspapers. Cost $1,550 
for a 3.75”x2” display ad. Super value! 
Call (916) 288-6010; (916) 288-6019. 
www.Cal-SDAN.com (Cal-SCAN)

News Release 
Looking for a cost efficient way 
to get out a News Release? The 
California Press Release Service 
is the only service with 500 cur-
rent daily, weekly and college 

newspaper contacts in California. 
Questions call (916) 288-6010. www.
CaliforniaPressReleaseService.com 

(Cal-SCAN)

HOME 
SERVICES

715 Cleaning 
Services

Andrea’s Cleaning 
Trustworthy,Prof.,Reliable, 

Affordable.Ref’s avail.  
14yrs exp 

925-339-2461

751 General 
Contracting

MAHDevelopment.com 
Remodeling/Room Additions/Custom 
Homes/Outdoor Kitchens/Sunrooms/
Retractable Screens/Windows/Doors/
Garage Improvements - Calif Licensed 
General Contractor (Lic #913049). 20 

years experience. Member BBB, NARI & 
NKBA. Free estimates!  

Call 925-580-1673

757 Handyman/
Repairs
AAA COMPLETE HOME REPAIRS  
Electrical- Security Lighting- Carpentry 
Drywall Texturing and Repairs- Insulating. 
Jon 510-733-5582
Rick’s Tooltime

759 Hauling
Hauling & Tree Service 

Yard & Garage Clean-Up,Dump Runs 
Appl & Furn Removal,Tree & Shrub 

Trim And Removal 
Tree Experts! Low Rates/Free Est 

925-899-5655 

771 Painting/
Wallpaper

#1 JOE’S PAINTING & 
HANDYMAN 

Free Est / Reasonable Prices 
No Job Too Small! 

925-200-7333 lic# 624542

792 Pool Services
The Pool Chicks

REAL ESTATE

805 Homes for Rent
Pleasanton, 3 BR/2 BA - $2250./mon
Pleasanton, 3 BR/2 BA - $2250./mon

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms

ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES.COM. 
Browse hundreds of online listings with 

photos and maps. Find  
your roommate with a click of the 

mouse! Visit: http://www.Roommates.
com. (AAN CAN) 

Danville, 5+ BR/3.5 BA - $800/month
Pleasanton, 1 BR/1 BA - 600/Month

825 Homes/Condos 
for Sale
Danville, 4 BR/2.5 BA - $1,450,000

Mountain View, 3 BR/2 BA  
$132,500 Mobile home in Mtn View, 
built 2001. 1100 sf, large kitchen, 
lots of windows. Near downtown. Low 
space rent of $577/month. For info: 
Peter Lee, Keller Williams Palo Alto, at 
650-454-8518.

Pleasanton, 4 BR/4+ BA 
Prestigious Ruby Hills! 

For Sale or Lease! An Elegant 
Custom Home with its “Old World” 
Charm. 4 bed + executive office + 

large loft, 5600+ square feet. Grand 
marble entry with beautiful medallion. 
Gorgeous sprial staircase with wroght 
iron railing. Custom Cherry cabinets 
throughout. Great Location! A Must 

See! Asking $2,499,000 to Purchase 
or $6000/month to Lease. Call Anita 
Ramchandani @ 925-351-6212. Re/

Max Accord Realtors

850 Acreage/Lots/
Storage

***FREE Foreclosure Listings** 
Over 200,000 properties nationwide.  

LOW Down Payment.  
Call NOW! 1-800-773-5102  

(AAN CAN) 

855 Real Estate 
Services

Stop Renting 
Own A Home. 100% Financing. Zero 
Down. No Closing Costs. Federally 

Insured. 1st Time Buyer OK. Call 866-
903-8051. Green Planet Mtg. DOC 

LIC#4130948. (Cal-SCAN)
Home Staging, Marketing

THE TRI-VALLEY’S FREE CLASSIFIED WEBSITE TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT 
PHONE NUMBERS GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

Sweet Olivia
This 2-year-old, spayed female Calico housecat has the sweetest 
purr-sonality. As a matter of fact, she purrs all the time! You can 
hear her purr from clear across the room. Olivia loves treats and 
she is also very playful. You should see her chase a laser light 
around the room! Olivia likes to snuggle and she has soft fur with 
beautiful Calico markings of black, orange and white. Olivia would 
prefer to be an only cat and she will be an affectionate and enter-
taining indoor-only pet for some lucky person. Visit Olivia (pet 
# 6683) and her friends at Valley Humane Society, 3670 Nevada 
St. in Pleasanton, open from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through 
Saturday. Call 426-8656. Also see www.valleyhumanesociety.org 
Visit Valley Humane Society’s “Kitty City” and you'll find several 
beautiful housecats that are currently available for adoption.

CATHERINE HANSEN RUSH
P E T  O F  T H E  W E E K
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Get your news delivered  directly 
to your inbox every weekday

 is an update from the Pleasanton Weekly delivered via e-mail 

Monday through Friday.

 provides the perfect quick-read digest of local news and events in 

Pleasanton. And all without any environmental impact.

You will want         in your e-mail inbox.

Pleasanton Weekly.com off ers 24/7 coverage of everything local:

 

members on Town Square

Beginning Jan. 12, delivered
directly to your mailbox 

Monday 
through Friday

Call (925) 600-0840 to 
learn about advertising 

options in Express.

Sign up to 
receive Express at 

PleasantonWeekly.com

Pleasanton’s top stories & hot picks
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Real EstateReal Estate
Home sale of the week

4834 Smith Gate Ct 
Pleasanton – $675,000
This 4 bedroom, 2 ½ bathroom 
home is approximately 2,103 
square feet including an updated 
kitchen with granite counters and 
hardwood floors. The family room 
features a fireplace and vinyl dual 
pane windows with low-E tinting. 
The home also offers a large 
yard with a pool and spa, and is  
walking distance to Pleasanton 
Sports Park and Sutter Gate Park. 
Sold by Brad and Ann Walker of 
Hometown GMAC Real Estate. 
(925) 426-3824

Visit our websites to view all of our current listings

Fran & Dave 
Cunningham
925-426-7957

Donna 
Garrison

925-397-4165
Johnson-Abarta
925-989-6844

Susan 
Schall

925-397-4244

Located on 11th & 12th fairways of Ruby 
Hill Golf Course. 4 BR/3.5 BA + Bonus, 
3,845 sq. ft. Offered at $1,699,000 
OPEN SUNDAY 1-4

Single story 4 BR (or 3 + offi ce) with amazing 
views of golf course and hills. NEW pool 
& spa. 3,918 sq. ft. Offered at $1,699,000 
OPEN SUNDAY 1-4

Interest Rates are low—it’s a great time to buy a home!

Beautiful Italian estate home offers 5 BR, 5.5 BA, offi ce & 6,800 sq. ft. Backs to private, 
open space with amazing views of the hills! Offered at $2,700,000
OPEN SUNDAY 1-4

©2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell 
Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage is Owned And Operated by NRT LLC. 

241 Napier Court-Pleasanton 
Stunning Castlewood Heights home with 5 
bedrooms, 4 baths, plus a spacious bonus 
room.  Huge great room with vaulted ceilings 
and lots of natural light.  Gorgeous gourmet 
kitchen with slab granite, walk-in pantry, wine 
refrigerator and hardwood floors.  Full bed/
bath downstairs. Amazing views of the Foot 
Hills from the front porch.  Large resort like 
backyard with pool and spa that is perfect for 
entertaining.  Approx. 3500 sq. ft. on a 17,500 

sq.ft. lot.      Offered at $1,469,000
3552 Vine Street-Pleasanton 

Country living close to downtown.  
Gorgeous custom home with wraparound 
front porch, gated pool and upgrades  
galore.  Attached 2-car garage plus a
separate 1300 sq. ft garage/workshop...  
perfect for the car enthusiast.  This home 
has an a great room and an amazing 
kitchen with upgraded appliances and 
granite counters.  Don’t miss this home! 

Offered at $1,275,000 

Peter McDowell and Emily Barraclough 
925.362.2018-Direct 
P.mcdowell@cbnorcal.com 
Emily.b@cbnorcal.com 
www.925hometeam.com 

bPEN THE DOOR TO FULL SERVICE 
C O L D W E L L 

B A N K E R 

OPEN SUNDAY 1-4  

A fter holding fairly stable for a year, 
pending home sales declined in the 
face of job losses and an erod-

ing economy, according to the National 
Association of Realtors.
 The Pending Home Sales Index, a for-
ward-looking indicator based on contracts 
signed in November, fell 4.0 percent to 82.3 
percent from a downwardly revised read-
ing of 85.7 percent in October, and is 5.3 
percent below November 2007 when it was 
86.9 percent.
 The current index is the lowest since the 
series began in 2001.
 Lawrence Yun, NAR chief economist, 
said a weakening was inevitable. 
 “Mounting job losses and very weak 

consumer confidence deterred home buyers 
from signing contracts in November,” he 
said. “December’s housing market activity 
could be comparably lower due to ongoing 
problems in the economy, so a real estate-
focused stimulus plan is urgently needed.”
 Yun said the outlook will depend heavily 
on the stimulus package.
 “With a proper real-estate focused stimu-
lus measure, home sales could rise more 
than expected, by more than 10 percent to 
5.5 million in 2009, and easily begin to 
stabilize home prices in many parts of the 
country,” he said. “ Stable home prices will, 
in turn, lessen foreclosure pressures and 
lay the foundations for a solid economic 

Economic slump weakens 
home sales nationally

 Job losses add to uncertainties for those about to buy

(continued on page 30)

by Jeb Bing

The Mortgage Bankers Association report-
ed in its Weekly Mortgage Applications 
Survey for the week ending Jan. 2 that 

mortgage loan application volume was 1143.8, 
a decrease of 8.2 percent on a seasonally 
adjusted basis from 1245.7 one week earlier. 
 This week’s results included an adjustment 
to account for the shortened week due to the 
New Year’s Day holiday. On an unadjusted 
basis, the Index decreased 8.9 percent com-
pared with the previous week and was up 
28.3 percent compared with the same week 
one year earlier. 
 The Refinance Index decreased 12.3 per-
cent to 5904.5 from 6733.8 the previous week 
and the seasonally adjusted Purchase Index 
increased 7.3 percent to 344.2 from 320.9 
one week earlier. The seasonally adjusted 
Conventional Purchase Index increased 2.3 
percent while the Government Purchase 
Index (largely FHA) increased 19.2 percent.
 The four-week moving average for the sea-
sonally adjusted Market Index is up 7.9 per-

cent. The four-week moving average is up 3.6 
percent for the Purchase Index, while this aver-
age is up 9.3 percent for the Refinance Index. 
 The refinance share of mortgage activity 
decreased to 79.8 percent of total applications 
from 82.9 percent the previous week. The 
adjustable-rate mortgage (ARM) share of activ-
ity increased to 0.9 percent from 0.8 percent of 
total applications from the previous week. 
 The average contract interest rate for 
30-year fixed-rate mortgages increased to 
5.07 percent from 5.03 percent, with points 
decreasing to 1.16 from 1.24 (including the 
origination fee) for 80 percent loan-to-value 
(LTV) ratio loans. 
 The average contract interest rate for 
15-year fixed-rate mortgages decreased to 
4.67 percent from 4.79 percent, with points 
decreasing to 1.16 from 1.26 (including the 
origination fee) for 80 percent LTV loans. 
 The average contract interest rate for one-
year ARMs decreased to 5.90 percent from 
6.15 percent, with points decreasing to 0.31 
from 0.44 (including the origination fee) for 
80 percent LTV loans. 

Mortgage application  
refinances decrease

 Fixed-rate mortgages jump slightly on national average
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www.DeniseIvaldi.com

CASTRO VALLEY
32777 PALOMARES ROAD $1,157,000
Great views from every window, property is on over 
5.27 Acres of land. Gated. This home is a chalet style 
home with the atmosphere of privacy and beauty. You 
must see this one. It is a chance to own land and a nice 
home in a exceptional anyon in the bay area. Make 
your appointment today.
KRISTY PEIXOTO  925.251.2536

www.KristyandCompany.com

CASTRO VALLEY
4101 RECREATION RD $1,299,000
Fantastic custom home. Court location. Great 
views of canyon and creek. Large master suite 
with fireplace. Fabulous gourmet kitchen. Call 
for showing.
MICHAEL J. DUFFY  925.251.2523

www.RockCliffHomeSales.com

SAN RAMON
2024 FEATHERMINT DR $1,299,999
Previous Model Home in Gale Ranch, Beautiful 
Kitchen, Amazing Views of Doughterty Valley, 
In-Law Quarters with Separate Kitchen! The 
home is missing various elements and will 
require work.
DAVID AZIMI  925.251.2580

www.DavidAzimi.com

PLEASANTON
6415 AMBER LANE $1,048,000
Enjoy the ambience and charm of country living, 
walk or jog the scenic Happy Valley Loop, and the 
new Callippe Preserve Golf Course, and be close to 
downtown! Truly a comfortable, spacious home with 6 
bedrooms plus Bonus Room. Private yard with pool. A 
real “Brady Bunch” home! Open Sun 1-4PM
PHYLLIS WEINER  925.872.1416

www.PhyllisandCarolyn.com

LIVERMORE
2271 WALNUT ST $349,950
Excellent Income property.2 bed, 1 bath units., 849 sq. 
ft. each. Both units have patio areas, 2 space carport, 
Washer/Dryer hook-ups in both properties. Close to 
shopping, schools and easy access to freeway. Don’t 
miss out on this opportunity. Come by and write your 
best offer.
ELIA VALENCIA  925.784.0667

DUPLEX

PLEASANTON
6045 ACADIA COURT $599,990
Beautifully maintained 3 bedroom 2 bath single fam-
ily home close to downtown Pleasanton. Additional 
patio/sun room not included in the square feet - great 
for family entertaining! This home features a spacious 
kitchen updated with granite style counters, XL farm-
ers sink, skylights, hardwood, etc.
TONNI CHANDLER  925.251.2556

www.TonniChandler.com

PLEASANTON
3748 SELVANTE ST $998,000
Incredible Views of Mt. Diablo and Pleasanton Hills. 
Located on a Quiet St. with Complete Approved 
Building Plans for a 6300+ Sq Ft Mediterranean Style 
Dream Home. Bldg Permit Pd. New Retaining Wall is 
Securely in Place. Owner Financing for Lot.
COREY GREEN  925.899.6011

RUBY HILL LAND

LIVERMORE
2816 WAVERLY WAY $695,000
PRICED TO SELL! LOCATION - LOCATION. 
Total of 2.40 acres includes house and acreage 
behind house. Gorgeous views, great area. 
House needs some work. 2 acres behind house. 
Loads of potential.
VICKIE KELLER  925.371.0771

www.KellerHomes.com

LIVERMORE
674 CATALINA DR $509,000
Popular 4 bedroom single story in Desirable Sunset 
West neighborhood. Close to schools/shopping, easy 
commute location. Gorgeous remodeled oak/tile 
kitchen. Beautiful hardwood and tile floors. Inviting 
Cobblestone paver courtyard. This is your dream 
home! Call Today!
KAREN HUNTOON  925.455.7020

www.HuntoonHomes.com

LIVERMORE
243 COVELLITE LN  $400,000
Great home for the price. On cul-de-sac with 
double side access, RV parking, in-ground 
pool. Beautifully remodeled & updated interior 
with new windows, doors, paint, crown mold-
ing, skylights.
MADELINE WALKER  1.800.319.8991

www.MadelineWalker.com

LIVERMORE
878 WAVERLY CMN $585,958
Serene sanctuary in the rolling hills! It is also the per-
fect home for entertaining with high ceilings, a flowing 
floor plan, a gourmet AEK with a hardwood floor 
and open living-dining room with a private glassed 
atrium featuring the tinkling sound of a water fountain. 
Sanctuary or Party?
KAREN WILSON-FONTAINE   925.583.2171

www.wilson-fontaine.com

LIVERMORE
564 ANDREA CIR $675,000
Simply Beautiful! Quality built and impeccably main-
tained. Move right into this 4 bedroom 2 bath home on 
private circle. Loaded with upgrades including New 
Roof 06; New Furnace/AC in 07; Hickory Laminate 
Flooring, Andersen Windows & More. Close to all con-
veniences: Parks, Shopping, Labs, Schools.
TOM E. CHANCE   925.487.6360

www.TomChance.com

LIVERMORE
302 ALDEN LANE $1,100,000
Former Model home with many custom extras by 
builder. Fam. Rm w/surround sound. Soft water sys-
tem. Backyard re-landscaped in 2006 w/custom self-
maintained free-form pool. Outdoor kitchen w/BBQ, 
2 refrig’s, wine kegger, lights, music! Custom Gazebo. 
Tropical paradise! 1 story + loft! No HOA!
MADELINE WALKER  1.800.319.8991

www.MadelineWalker.com

LIVERMORE
5665 VICTORIA LN $1,299,950
Location Location Location Sharp horse property locat-
ed on a private road nestled amongst custom estates in 
the heart of the Livermore wine country Almost 6 flat 
acres with 4 barns & fenced pastures Updated Kitchen 
w hickory cabinets, newer s/s appl, laminate flooring 
throughout
REBECCA L. EVANS  925.784.2870

www.RebeccaLEvans.com

FREMONT
44763 AGUILA TER $3,500,000
Gorgeous custom home! Awesome views!! Lots of 
upgrades. Exclusive neighborhood. Top rated schools. 
Perfect home for entertaining. Large gourmet kitchen, 
full wet bar, built in bbq, inground pool/spa, formal 
dining room, extra large family room, office/library, 
loft w/deck upstairs. Must see!
DENISE IVALDI  925.846.7997

LIVERMORE
2599 COWAN WAY $869,500
This is unbelievable! Bank owned and only 2 
years young for an incredible price. Full Casita 
with kitchen and Bathroom above the garage. 
Completely upgraded home. Largest model in 
the development.
MAX DE VRIES  925.251.2511

www.MaxdeVries.com 

Walnut Creek

100 N. Main St.

Walnut Creek, CA 94596

925.280.8500

w w w . r o c k c l i f f . c o m

Orinda

89 Davis Rd., Ste. 100

Orinda, CA 94563

925.253.7000

Danville

15 Railroad Ave.

Danville, CA 94526

925.855.4000

Blackhawk

4105 Blackhawk Plaza Cir.

Danville, CA 94506

925.648.5300

Blackhawk West

3880 Blackhawk Rd.

Danville, CA 94506

925.736.6000

Pleasanton

5075 Hopyard Rd., #110

Pleasanton, CA 94588

925.251.2500

Livermore

1983 Second Street

Livermore, CA 94550

925.667.2100

Lafayette

3799 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Ste. 100

Lafayette, CA 94549

925.253.7001
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925.463.95006111 Johnson Ct., Suite 110 
Pleasanton, CA 94588

PLEASANTON – Gorgeous custom one-story home w/
pool house (approx. 700 sq ft). Lg. lot with picturesque 
pool, perfect for entertaining. Main house features 3 beds/2 
baths. Gourmet Kitchen w/ breakfast bar and nook. Rich 
hardwood flooring, upgraded carpet and tile thru-out. Close 
proximity to downtown. 
455 LINDEN WAY  $950,000

SAN JOSE – Great Updated Five Bedroom Property. 
Laminate Wood Flooring and Tile Throughout Downstairs. 
Updated Kitchen With New Cabinets, Granite Counters, 
Updated Baths, 6 Panel Doors, Dual Paned Windows. Bank 
Owned Home Ready For A New Owner.
3192 MARTEN AVE $384,900

HAYWARD – Very nice 2 bedroom 2 bath condo. Great 
starter home or investment home. Ideal student home very 
close to college. Extra large master bedroom with walk in 
closet. Large Swimming Pool and cozy jacuzzi add to the 
charm of this home.
25210 COPA DEL ORO DR $150,000

SAN LEANDRO – Move in ready! This lovely home 
recently updated with fresh paint and refinshed hdwd 
floors. This is a beauty and well taken care of. Part of ga-
rage converted into an office/ small bedroom. Large bonus 
room. Not a Short Sale or REO!
1243 DEVONSHIRE AVE $399,000

WALNUT CREEK – Single level wonderful home** 
Ready for someone’s talents ** So much potential** 
Large lot w/ beautiful mature trees** Possible side yard 
access**Spacious home Don’t miss this great opportunity** 
Bank Owned!
890 MINERT RD  $489,900

PLEASANTON – Desirable 1st Floor home. Highly 
updated. Granite slab countertops, custom kitchen cabinets 
with stylish cabinet lighting. Large master bedroom with 
walk in closet. Stainless steel appliances, including 
upgraded gas stove with overhead hood unit This home will 
amaze you with all of it’s upgrades.
3433 NORTON WAY  $249,950

WALNUT CREEK – Spectacular home with amazing 
lush, park-like back yard** Spacious* Open * Cozy* Won-
derful yard and home for entertaining**Attention to detail 
in this home**End of a quiet Culd de Sac**Walk to park 
and trails**Gorgeous Kitchen / tons of upgrades* Builder 
once lived here so many extras!!! Bank Owned!
741 THOMAS LN. $949,000 

FREMONT – Desirable Brookvale Neighborhood! Clean 
and Ready To Move In. Light & Bright Kitchen and Up-
dated bathrooms. Aggressively Priced Bank Owned Home 
(REO)! Pool With Spa In The Yard. Quiet Court Location 
Yet Close To Major Shopping!
35510 WOODBRIDGE PL  $514,900

Prudential California Realty / Pleasanton Hopyard
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INVESTMENT REAL ESTATE COMPANY
 

MIKE CAREY, Broker
 925.963.0569 Cell

925.846.0506 Office

6322 Alisal St., Pleasanton
Private ½ acre rural ranch property 
features 3br, 2ba home. 4-car garage, 
ridge views, horses allowed.   
 $869,000

OPEN SATURDAY 1-4
4263 Croce Ct., Pleasanton

Move-in ready home w/ 2400 sq. ft. of living 
space. Large bonus room could be au-pair/
in-law/game room/bedroom.  
 $775,000

213 E. Angela St., Pleasanton
Bring offers on this totally remodeled 
downtown home! 3br + Loft, 2ba, approx. 
2400 sq. ft. of living space. Viking 
kitchen, custom millwork, Two blocks to 
Main St. 
 $1,149,000

475 East Angela St., Pleasanton
Vintage 3br, 1ba home on corner lot w/ RV 
access. Original hardwoods under carpets, 
newer roof, windows. Easy to update and/or 
expand.   
 $538,000

Downtown Development Opportunites
Investors! Duplex, 5-plex, 6-plex and 
buildable lots available now! Not on 
MLS. Call for more information on these 
developable opportunities.  

OPEN SUNDAY 1-4
1485 Trimingham Dr., Pleasanton

Centrally located 1700 sq. ft. Danbury 
Park home features 3br, 3ba. Priced to 
sell! Walk to schools and shopping.  
 $514,000

4128 Pleasanton Ave., Pleasanton
10 yr old downtown home with 2700 sq. 
ft. of living space! 4br, 3ba + custom loft. 
Extensive millwork and custom cabinetry. 
3 blocks to downtown fine dining, cafes & 
more!  
 $1,036,000

Two Downtown Lots
Two Neal St. lots with fully-approved plans 
for 23  sq. ft. and 3000 sq. ft. Craftsman-style 
homes. Go to www.2downtownlots.com
 $799,000–$819,000

O P E N  H O M E S  T H I S  W E E K E N D

DUBLIN
2 Bedrooms Condo

7340 Cronin Circle $359,500
Sat 1-4 Alain PInel Realtors 918-2425

LIVERMORE
3 Bedrooms

3300 Dyer Road $1,195,000
Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 847-2226
1986 Cornflower Common $399,000
Sun 1-4 J Rockcliff Realtors 200-4130

4 Bedrooms
6299 Owl Way $595,000
Sun 1-4 Prudential CA Realty 366-8275
1823 Vancouver Way $599,000
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 339-3077

PLEASANTON
1 Bedrooms

7880 Canyon Meadows Circle #E $264,950
Sun 1-4 Hometown GMAC 200-2457

3 Bedrooms
1485 Trimingham $514,000
Sun 1-4  Investment Real Estate Co. 963-0569
4010 Francisco Drive $568,000
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 621-4064
6438 Alvord Way $574,950
Sat 1-4 Keller Williams Realty 463-0436
7748 Creekside Drive $599,950
Sun 1-4 Hometown GMAC 510-612-0719
3375 Harpers Ferry $610,000
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 621-4064
1812 Paseo Del Cajon $739,000
Sun 1-4 REMAX Accord 699-3122

455 Linden Way $950,000
Sun 1-4 Prudential California Realty 463-6113

4 Bedrooms
1332 Bordeaux Street $1,199,000
Sun 1-4 Alain PInel Realtors 918-2425
857 Abbie Street $1,295,000
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 846-6500
3907 Arrowwood Court $1,399,999
Sun 1-4 Hometown GMAC 510-612-0719
767 Avio Court $1,699,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams Realty 426-7957
836 Piemonte Drive $1,699,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams Realty 426-7957
3630 Pontina Court $2,574,900
Sun 1-4 Henderson Properties 918-0481
1766 Orchard Circle $710,000
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 621-4064
4277 Garibaldi Place $710,000
Sun 1-4 Hometown GMAC 998-9692
4263 Croce Court $775,000
Sat 1-4  Investment Real Estate Co. 963-0569

5 Bedrooms
1368 Royal Creek Court $1,238,888
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams Realty 260-2508
1342 West Lagoon $1,274,950
Sun 1-4 Alain PInel Realtors 963-8871
241 Napier Court $1,469,000
Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 362-2018
4141 W. Ruby Hill Drive $2,700,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams Realty 426-7957
2784 Calle de La Loma $999,900
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 998-4311

SAN RAMON
2 Bedrooms

3799 Crow Canyon Road $349,000
Sat 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 339-3077

To list your open home please contact Tracey Fordahl at  
(925) 600-0840, ext. 130 or e-mail: OpenHomes@PleasantonWeekly.com
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Keller Williams Realty is Proud to be the Fourth Largest Real Estate Firm in North America
Three locations to serve you.

5994 W. Las Positas, Suite 101              459 Main Street              2300 First Street, Suite 216, Livermore

Thinking of buying or  

selling your home? Find out  

why Keller Williams Tri-Valley 

sells more homes than any  

other office in town! Call a  

Keller Williams agent today!

DeAnna Armario 260-2220

6198 YARDLEY LANE, SAN RAMON
Listed for $549,000
This gorgeous town home has beautiful views and many 
upgrades. Located next to a huge park. 
Corner unit! Luxurious master bedroom 
with dual sink, stall shower and soaking 
tub. Blue Ribbon San Ramon Valley 
School District. 4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, 1 
Bed/ 1 Bath on 1st Level, Approx. 2345 
sf. of living space. 

PENDING 

Gail Boal 577-5787

3416 MIDDLETON AVE.
CASTRO VALLEY
Offered at just $624,950
Just a short stroll away from 
Lake Chabot Regional Park 
with miles of hiking trails, 
boating & fishing. This stun-
ning remodel boasts 3 bed-

rooms, 2 bths & almost 1900 sq ft. Gourmet 
granite kitchen with white birch cabinetry, high 
end appliances, recessed lighting and breakfast 
bar. The expanded family rm has French doors, 
built in cabinetry overlooking a serene and pri-
vate backyard. Master suite with walk-in closet, 
& beautiful master bath with vaulted ceilings 
& large soaking tub. 

6438 ALVORD WAY 
PLEASANTON
Offered at $574,950
Popular Monte Vista  
model with over 1800 sq ft.  
3 bedrooms, 2 baths with 
an expanded family room. 
Updated kitchen with large 
dining area. Tile entry and 
step down living room. 

Master bedroom overlooking deck and yard. Walking distance to 
schools, park and shopping.

Dave & Sue Flashberger  463-0436

OPEN SAT 1-4

4328 REDLANDS ST., UNION CITY
Offered at $550,000
Bank-owned and coming soon! Spacious 4 bedroom, 3 
bath single-family home. This home 
features a partially remodeled kitch-
en with granite counters & granite 
tile backsplash, a new stainless steel 
sink and new cabinetry. Nice sized 
yard with patio & deck. Call 877-
488-3269 with any questions or for 
a private showing.

COMING SOON

Gene & Cindy Williams 243-0900

Williams Witters Team 918-2045

2619 TOY LANE, SAN JOSE
Offered at $529,900
Bank-Owned! Contractor’s special, bring your tools!  
This home offers 5 bedrooms, 3 baths, 1 fireplace, and a 
2-car garage. This home has 
a lot of potential. Please call 
877-488-3269 to schedule a 
showing.

I HAVE PRE-APPROVED  
BUYERS FOR THE  

FOLLOWING:  
Single level or Master Bed downstairs  

 up to $1,700,000

 
 up to $900,000

 
 up to $2,500,000

 
at 925-577-5787 or e-mail  
homes@gailboal.com

For the latest real estate 
information, please visit  
my website!

www.gailboal.com

 
 

We Can Help

Contact us today so we can help!

From all of us at  
Keller Williams, 

we wish you a  
prosperous and 

Happy New Year!
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PLEASANTON – MONTCLAIR – DANVILLE – LAFAYETTE – SAN RAMON – LIVERMORE – FREMONT – BLACKHAWK

Nobody in the world sells more real estate
The President is moving into his new home....are you?

Re/Max Accord has over 470 listings of fine homes and foreclosure properties
PRICES ARE DOWN, MORTGAGE RATES UNDER 5%, BUYER’S MARKET

Call Re/Max Accord at 847-8900 for expert buyer and seller representation today!!

VISIT WWW.REMAX.COM    5870 Stoneridge Mall Rd, Suite 150   925-847-8900

JoAnne Durso
(925) 730-4006

Steve Mohseni
www.BayAreaHomeFinder.com

(925) 484-0707

Janice and Joanne—The Bay East Team
www.TheBayEastTeam.com

(925) 699-3122

4767 Del Valle Pkwy, 
Pleasanton
$849,950
Walk to downtown 
from this beautiful 
updated Pleasanton 
Valley home. Featuring 
4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 

Westside semi-
custom home at 
serene Moller Ranch 
community with 5 
BD, 3 BA, 3560 sq. 
ft. of living space, 
great open floor plan 
with soaring ceiling, 

1812 Paseo Del 
Cajon, Pleasanton 
$739,000
Are you ready to 
move? This home 
is ready for you. 
Extremely updated 
home in Pleasanton’s 

Open Sunday 1-4

Del Prado neighborhood. Walking distance to down-
town, fairgrounds, schools and more. Single story, 3 bed-
rooms, 2 updated baths, pool and side yard access. Great 
home for entertaining. Contact Janice Habluetzel,  
925-699-3122 for more info. www.TheBayEastTeam.com  
Go to www.1812PaseoDelCajon.com 
for more photos.

approx 2100 sq ft of spacious living. Updated kitchen w/ 
granite slab counters, maple cab. Tile fls, dual pane windows 
throughout, updated baths, retex ceilings, newer paint inside 
and out, newer A/C and heater, soft water system, newer 
roof, mature landscaping plus so much more! 
This is the home you have been waiting for!!! 

panoramic view of the valley, nicely updated kitchen 
with granite slab, maple hardwood floors, surround 
sound and more. For a private showing or to see more 
photos, please visit www.8330MollerRanchDrive.com. 
Call Steve more information.

This week’s data represents 
homes sold during December 
2008

Dublin
7553 Brigadoon Way S. Borer 
to E. Hackett for $460,000
3678 Finnian Way D. & K. Patel 
to D. & C. Marks for $370,000
5705 Idlewood Street S. & S. 
Banerjee to R. & P. Sharma for 
$585,000
4750 Newhaven Street F. & R. 
Baton to V. Iurascu for $620,000
4779 Persimmon Drive 
Greenpoint Mortgage to T. & S. 
Mann for $670,000
7271 Sheffield Lane S. Chung 
to B. Fischer for $445,000

Livermore
6249 Augusta Way R. Stalie to 
F. Umengan for $455,000
1129 Bava Common Gsaa 
Home Equity Trust to K. 
Vakhshouri for $627,000
760 Delaware Way R. & R. 
Montes to L. Tabaracci for 
$350,000
906 Dolores Street Wells 
Fargo Bank to M. & M. Micale 
for $225,000
5808 Elder Circle P. Jarrett to 
S. Brooks for $700,000
5781 Fallon Road Braddock 
& Logan to S. Loekito for 
$730,000
965 Lisbon Avenue Olivier 
Trust to T. Dunne for $415,000
645 Loyola Way D. & S. 
Thiel to M. & L. Debenning for 
$515,000
739 Mayview Way N. & 
P. Nelson to P. Ferreira for 
$456,000
3032 Rivers Bend Circle 
Arroyo Crossing to G. & L. 
Palma for $815,500

4142 Sonia Street Livermore 
Grove to M. & J. McLean for 
$745,000
2369 Stonebridge Road Huber 
Trust to S. & C. Branda for 
$690,000

Pleasanton
281 Del Valle Court Residential 
Funding to U. & S. Mukherjee  
$518,000
7508 Flagstone Drive H. & S. 
Thompson to M. & E. Lewis for 
$785,000
4823 Golden Road R. & C. 
Mirto to P. & K. Jansson for 
$680,000
1327 Montrose Place 
Prudential Relocation to B. & C. 
Talbert  $1,725,000
691 Palomino Drive #B D. 
Lucia to Y. Zheng for $366,500
4834 Smith Gate Court J. 
& M. Laprade to Z. Lin for 
$675,000
2801 Victoria Ridge Court 
Wfmbs Trust to A. & A. Lipski for 
$920,000

San Ramon
7628 Balmoral Way Brookfield 
Santorini to R. Mohan for 
$1,078,000 

1512 Banbury Drive Chase 
Home Finance to M. Boothroyd 
for $690,000 
557 Byer Court Brookfield 
Compton to G. Govindasamy for 
$839,500
563 Byer Court Brookfield 
Campton to R. Bliss for 
$800,500
9672 Camassia Way Q. 
Jiang to A. & A. Hampapur for 
$650,000
2740 Cedarwood Loop Bank 
of New York to K. Selvaraj for 
$525,000
242 Copper Ridge Road 
Legacy Copper Ridge to Y. Byrd 
for $295,000
10 Crested Oak Court Schmidt 
Trust to J. Jones for $1,025,000
5100 Fioli Loop Centex Homes 
to P. & R. Sphicas for $550,000
725 Galemeadow Circle 
GMAC Mortgage to P. Sapsford 
for $555,000
1211 Halifax Way Brookfield 
Saville to A. Matveyev for 
$652,000
1219 Halifax Way Brookfield 
Saville to Q. Guo for $650,000
1235 Halifax Way Brookfield 
Saville to L. Jalla for $717,500
 

2570 Harlow Lane Wells Fargo 
Bank to W. Tao for $700,500
6172 Kearny Way Lennar 
Homes to O. Lee for $860,000
609 Kyler Court Brookfield 
Hawthorne to S. Chai for 
$961,500
5615 Lysander Way Centex 
Homes to H. Shim for $945,500
3019 Paddington Way 
Brookfield Campton to D. & A. 
Walker for $801,000
3396 Sleeping Meadow Way 
Centex Homes to S. Nelvoy for 
$910,000
121 Stone Pine Lane T. 
Hillesland to S. Coontz for 
$338,000
3851 Sunrose Road Shapell 
Industries to P. Yu for $940,000
3065 Sweetviolet Drive 
Shapell Industries to M. & G. 
Kumar for $640,000
1520 Thurlow Way Brookfield 
Saville to T. & E. Yan for 
$700,000
4 Trillium Lane R. & L. Rieger 
to Y. Liu for $530,000
2830 Vernon Way A. & J. Toy 
to W. Fung for $725,000
2237 Watermill Road Deutsche 
Bank to J. Lee for $511,000

Home Sales

Real Estate

Dublin
 Total sales reported: 6
Lowest sale reported: 
$370,000
Highest sale reported: 
$670,000
Average sales report-
ed: $525,000

Livermore
Total sales reported: 
12
Lowest sale reported: 
$225,000
Highest sale reported: 
$815,500
Average sales report-
ed: $560,292

Pleasanton
Total sales reported: 7
Lowest sale reported: 
$366,500
Highest sale reported: 
$1,725,000
Average sales report-
ed: $809,929

San Ramon
Total sales reported: 
26
Lowest sale reported: 
$295,000
Highest sale reported: 
$1,078,000
Average sales report-
ed: $715,000

Sales at a Glance Source: California REsource

recovery as the nation’s 75 
million homeowners regain 
confidence.”
 The impact of mort-
gage interest rates declin-
ing to near 50-year lows in 
December is not reflected in 
current data.
 The Pending Home 
Sales Index (PHSI) in the 
Northeast dropped 7.2 per-
cent to 63.2 in November 
and is 14.6 percent below a 
year ago. In the Midwest the 
index fell 6.7 percent to 74.2 
and is 10.1 percent below 
November 2007. The index 
in the South declined 2.2 
percent to 85.3 in November 
and is 12.7 percent below a 
year ago. In the West, the 
index was down 2.4 per-
cent to 101.2 but remains 
19.3 percent higher than 
November 2007.
 NAR President Charles 
McMillan, a broker with 
Coldwell Banker Residential 
Brokerage in Dallas-Fort 
Worth, said there can’t be an 
economic recovery without 
a focus on housing.
 “It’s crucial for Congress 
and the new administration 
to move quickly to remove 
impediments and offer 
homebuyers the incentives 

they need to tap into today’s 
historic low mortgage inter-
est rates,” he said.
 “NAR advocates expand-
ing a $7,500 tax credit to all 
homebuyers and eliminat-
ing the repayment feature, 
and permanently raising 
loan limits to bring down 
interest rates for many buy-
ers in high-cost areas,” he 
added. “We also need to 
expedite short sales and 
unclog the mortgage pipe-
line,” McMillan said.
 The 30-year fixed-rate 
mortgage should hold fairly 
steady through the first half 
of the year and rise slightly 
in the second half. NAR’s 
housing affordability index, 
which looks at the relation-
ship between home prices, 
mortgage interest rates and 
family income, is on track 
to match a record high set in 
1972.
 “The unique housing 
affordability conditions in 
today’s market underscore 
the opportunity in giving 
consumers the necessary 
incentives to stimulate our 
economy through a housing 
recovery,” Yun said.
 Existing-home sales for 
December will be released 
Jan. 26; the next Pending 
Home Sales Index will be 
on Feb. 3.  

—Jeb Bing

Slump
(continued from page 25)
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OLDE TOWNE OLDE TOWNEPRIVATE CUSTOM ESTATE

857 (UPPER) ABBIE STREET, PLEASANTON
Private upgraded custom single story home on the crest of a hill with floor to ceiling 
windows to take in panoramic views of Pleasanton Ridge, oak studded hills and gorgeous 
sunsets. You are secluded yet in the heart of Pleasanton. Walk to Main Street and enjoy 
downtown Pleasanton. Large private grounds (16,308 sq. ft.) with exceptional views, 
guest unit/cabana, large patio areas with spa, and sitting/viewing deck for relaxing or 
entertaining! Save money in your solar powered home. 4 bd, downstairs bonus room (5th 
bd option). Approx. 3,437 sq. ft. including separate guest unit/cabana. Option to expand 
lower level within existing house footprint! Don’t miss it! OFFERED AT $1,295,000

673 ABBIE STREET, PLEASANTON
Premium secluded location in desirable Olde Towne on .30 acre lot. Walk to 
Downtown Pleasanton! Professionally landscaped, private rear yard with refin-
ished decks and your own personal vineyard! Three bedrooms, two and a half 
baths. Approximately 2,000 square feet. Hardwood flooring. Newer roof. Three 
car garage. Excellent condition! 
OFFERED AT $899,500

3752 TRENERY DRIVE, PLEASANTON
Gorgeous Mediterranean custom home on premium +/- one acre estate lot. Private 
secluded location. This home has approximately 8,402 square feet (6,141 on main level), 
seven bedrooms plus private office, and seven and a half bathrooms. Expansive gourmet 
kitchen. Antique marble, and Brazilian cherry hardwood floors. Extremely private rear 
grounds—great for entertaining with in-ground swimming pool. Expansive lawn area 
and beautiful mature landscaping. Circular driveway and oversized four plus car garage. 
Conveniently located in town near services, activities, and walking distance to desirable 
Mohr Elementary! OFFERED AT $3,795,000

OPEN SUN 1-4 OPEN SUN 1-4

925.846.6500
www.blaiselofland.com

blaise@blaiselofland.com

apr.com

PLEASANTON  90 0 Main Street

BRAND NEW SINGLE LEVEL CUSTOM HOME FOR SALE!
Brand new single level custom home. This premium .45 acre lot is surrounded by Oak studded open space. At the gateway to 

the Wine Country. Panoramic views of Mt. Diablo/the Valley. 4 bd/4.5 ba, formal office, plus/bonus room. Approx. 4,716 sq ft. 
Lg gourmet kitchen with granite slab/stainless steel appliances. Lg master suite with fireplace. Hardwood and marble flooring. 

Photovoltaic (5 kw) solar system. Professionally landscaped front yard. OFFERED AT $1,899,000

SILVER OAKS PREMIUM LOTS  
ALSO AVAILABLE

PENDING SALE

Tim McGuire
925-462-SOLD
WWW.TIMMCGUIRE.NET

2586 Skimmer Court,
Pleasanton

Beautifully remodeled 4bd/2.5ba, 
2164+/-sq.ft. home with custom 

kitchen, hardwood fl oors, 
and pebble tech pool.
Offered at $875,000

1831 Halcyon Court,
Pleasanton

Seller says bring ALL offers!
4bd/3ba, 2146+/- sq.ft. 

with full bd/ba downstairs, 
blocks from schools and parks. 

Offered at $819,000

Coming Soon in  
Pleasanton

Handsome 4bd/3.5 ba colonial home 
nestled along the Pleasanton Ridge 
with views, privacy, a wine closet, 

and in-law suite with separate entry 
and driveway. Call for showing.  

Offered at $1,250,000

2822 Jones Gate Court,
Pleasanton

Extensively remodeled 3bd/2ba, 
1800+/-sq.ft. home located on a 
secluded court in the “Gates.” 
One block from sports park.

Offered at $729,000

BUYER NEEDS 

COMING SOON



PLEASANTON  |  900 Main Street   925.251.1111     LIVERMORE  |  2300 First Street   925.583.1111

apr.com

Thinking of sel l ing your home?
Let Alain Pinel Realtors l ist  your property.
We have qualif ied buyers.  Contact us today.

PLEASANTON $1,725,000
Immaculate 6bd/5.5ba home. 4689+/-sf on 
a 18,708+/-sf lot. Solar pool/spa. Detached 
guest cottage. 4 car garage. Gourmet 
kitchen, stainless steel appliances. 1bd/1ba 
downstairs. Backs to open space.

SYLVIA DESIN BY APPOINTMENT

PLEASANTON $1,274,950
New Price. Luxury 5 year old home offers 
3265+/-sf with 5 bedrooms, 4 baths, pool/
waterfalls, outdoor kitchen, high ceilings/
lots of light. 1342 W Lagoon Rd

ANDY PORYES OPEN SUNDAY 1-4

PLEASANTON $1,199,900
4bd/2.5ba built in 1991, 2800+/-sf. 3 car 
garage, one story. Hardwood floors, slab 
granite in kitchen, .48+/-acre lot with private 
backyard. Master with fireplace. Kottinger 
Ranch. Gorgeous! 1332 Bordeaux St

MARY JANE DEERING OPEN SUN 1-4

PLEASANTON $999,900
Adjusted price. Terrific value. 5bd/2.5ba, 3,250+/-
sf. Great home! Granite kitchen/stainless appli-
ances/island/cherry cabinets. Travertine floors. 
Custom millwork. Crown molding/upgraded 
carpets. Spa. 2784 Calle De La Loma

SALLY MARTIN OPEN SAT & SUN 1-4

PLEASANTON $949,000
Westside 4bd/2.5ba updated kitchen with 
granite slab, newer appliances, wood 
flooring, crown modeling, 3 car garage, 
2 fireplaces, no HOA, close to neighbor-
hood parks. Must see!

M.GILBERT/J.JONES BY APPOINTMENT

PLEASANTON $819,000
4bd/3ba 2146+/-sf in Pleasanton Valley. 
Maple kitchen cabinets with corian coun-
ters. New dual pane windows and French 
doors.

TIM MCGUIRE BY APPOINTMENT

PLEASANTON $610,000
Nice 3bd/2ba, 1450+/-sf, home in Valley 
Trails. Updated in 2007. LR has bay 
windows, FR opens off kitchen. 2 car 
garage.

MOXLEY TEAM BY APPOINTMENT

LIVERMORE $599,000
Nice updated 4bd/2ba home. Over 2000+/-
sf of living space. Extensive cherry floors, 
new carpet, new baths, dual panes etc. 
1823 Vancouver Way

STASIA POIESZ OPEN SUNDAY 1-4

PLEASANTON $568,000
3bd/2ba, 1159+/-sf on a 6575+/-sf lot. 
Wood flooring throughout and dual pane 
windows. Corner lot location offering 
privacy and room to expand.

MOXLEY TEAM BY APPOINTMENT

DUBLIN $359,500
2bd/2ba, built in 1991, one car attached 
garage, unique travertine staircase, lots of 
windows, stone-adorned FP, mahogany 
hardwood floor, slab granite, stainless appli-
ances, view, gorgeous! 7340 Cronin Cir

MARY JANE DEERING OPEN SAT 1-4

PLEASANTON $735,000
Updates Galore! 4bd/2.5ba, upstairs 
bonus room, updated kitchen with granite 
counters, Brazilian Cherry wood floors, 
Cherry cabinets, Plantation shutters, sur-
round sound, plush yards and pool.

JOYCE JONES BY APPOINTMENT

PLEASANTON $729,000
3bd 2ba 1815+/-sf home on a court one 
block from the sports park. New Island 
Kitchen with Quartz counters, maple 
cabinets.

TIM MCGUIRE BY APPOINTMENT

PLEASANTON $725,000
2 master bd suites; 1up/1down. Updated 
kitchen, baths, windows, paint, flooring. 
Large guest unit has full ba/extra sink. 
4bd/3ba, 1973+/-sf. 3 car garage with 
huge side access. Formal LR/DR.

SUE MCKINLEY BY APPOINTMENT

PLEASANTON $699,000
4bd/3ba plus family/bonus room with pel-
let burning stove, kitchen features; granite 
slab counter tops, tumble stone back-
splash, stainless appliances, alarm, indoor 
laundry, updated baths, side yard.

JOYCE JONES BY APPOINTMENT

PLEASANTON $930,000
Open floor plan features 5bd/3ba/bonus 
room (1bd/1ba downstairs), 2913+/-sf, 
formal DR, FR has fireplace. Kitchen has 
granite slab counters with service island. 
Pool/spa and firepit.

MOXLEY TEAM BY APPOINTMENT

PLEASANTON $875,000
4bd/2.5ba, 2164+/-sf home on a court. 
Remodeled custom kitchen with gran-
ite, maple wood floors, updated baths. 
9000+/-sf lot with pool.

TIM MCGUIRE BY APPOINTMENT


