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With over 45 years of combined experience in financial services and asset management, Summit Financial
Group Advisors Steve Wilcox, Don Ledoux, Vanessa Staley and Nathan Bennett specialize in retirement
strategies, wealth management and estate planning for families and business owners. The firm’s advisors are
as committed to the community as they are to the success of their clients. The firm’s involvement includes
supporting youth organizations, charitable events and providing educational classes to the community.

Comprehensive Financial Services
2010 Crow Canyon Place, Suite 120
San Ramon, CA 94583

www.summitfingroup.com

925-866-7800

Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through Securian Financial Services Inc. Securities Dealer, member FINRA/SIPC.
Summit Financial Group LLC is indepentently owned and operated. TR#23219 DOFU 07/2008

CENTERPOINTE

CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL
at lronwood

OPEN HOUSE

You Are Cordially Invited To Visit!

9:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Wednesday, 12.10.08
Thursday, 12.11.08

= Tour our new, state-of-the art facility.

= Meet our amazing staff.

= Visit our classrooms.

= See classes in-session.

= Pick up registration materials for 2009.

3410 Cornerstone Ct., Pleasanton
925.461.3011
www.centerpointepreschool.org

e

CENTERPOINT

CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL

at lronwood
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Call 925-461-3008 to schedule your

individual or small group sessions.

273 Spring.Street, Pleasanton,. CA 94566

www.pilatesonspring:com— ' — -~ —
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Pleasanton location

BOLLINGER NAIL SALON LOCATIONS

Pleasanton (across from Tully's Coffee)

310 Main Street Suite D (925) 484-4300

Livermore (next to the Bankhead Theater)

2375 Railroad Ave (925) 455-6800

Host a Party—For birthdays, bridal showers
or friends who want to have a unique
and fun get together, arrange a private

party at Bollinger Nail Salon.

www.Bollingernailsalon.com



by Jeb Bing

Around

Pleasanton

Christmas trees,
RV style

ver wonder what those
E people who have brightly
lighted Christmas tree lots
do the rest of the year? I did, so I
asked Kimberly and Jerry Peterson
when I bought our tree at their
lot at Wyoming and Washington
streets, an otherwise-bare piece
of land along Stanley Boulevard
just south of the McDonald’s on
Bernal. They’re truly the mod-
ern-day version of nomads, with
their only home being the RV
parked next to the tree sales tent.
Kimberly’s from the Detroit area,
Jerry from Las Vegas, and they
met and married 13 years ago in
Phoenix. That’s still their home,
I guess, since their only station-
ary piece of property is a post
office box in nearby Peoria, Ariz.
Kimberly was a corporate-type,
working for American Express
and other companies. Jerry was in
the tile installation business. But
they shared a longstanding dream
each had nurtured over the years:
to travel the country, live and
work where they wanted, and to
determine their own destiny. Just
before Kimberly’s brother Jeffrey
died at age 40, he learned of
her dream and urged her to “get
going” because we don’t know
how much time we have. That
was it and the Petersons have
been on the road ever since.
Tipped off to check www.work-
camper.com, they found all sorts
of jobs on this special Website
for adventurous individuals who
want to combine part-time and
full-time work with RV camping.
At first, they didn’t own an RV
but used the Website to find tem-
porary work that included hous-
ing, with one job as campground
managers in Minnesota lasting
six months and paying good
money. That gave them funds to
buy an RV and start traveling,
again using Workcamper to check
in for two-to-three week jobs,
including one at the NASCAR
racetrack in Daytona, Fla. With
Jerry a tall, muscular man and

Kimberly an experienced office
manager, they won the praise of
the Daytona track operators, who
keep inviting them back. Daytona
has also alerted other NASCAR
operations throughout the coun-
try, each with fixed race dates
and job opportunities, keeping the
Petersons on the road much of the
year. They’ve now visited/worked
in 30 states with Pete’s Christmas
tree lot in Pleasanton the farthest
west they’ve come.

Selling Christmas trees is a
tough job at start, picking the best
trees off the truck and mount-
ing them individually for easy
customer viewing. Pete’s Trees
are fresh-cut from Oregon, and
they’re shipped to the lot the
Petersons manage or Pete’s other
lots in Concord, Walnut Creek,
Saratoga and one on Hopyard
next to the Masonic Lodge. Once
they’ve got the holes in place
and their flocking and netting
machines in operation, Jerry man-
ages to the crew of high school
teenagers who work the lot while
Kimberly handles the cash regis-
ter. Open 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. seven
days a week through Dec. 24,
both can take short breaks in their
nearby RV. Pete’s also has a rov-
ing team that goes from lot to lot
to give managers a day off each
week.

The Petersons will clean up
Pete’s lot before leaving Dec.
28 for a three-day visit to San
Francisco, which Kimberly has
never seen. Then it’s off for a brief
family visit in Las Vegas, a mail
pickup in Phoenix and another
2,000 miles or so to Daytona
where the NASCAR track wants
them in place by Jan. 19. Will
they be back? “We hope so,”
Kimberly says. “The weather’s
great. The city’s great. We’'ve
enjoyed meeting some of the best
people we’ve gotten to know.”

For more information, check
out the Peterson’s Website, appro-
priately named: www.hittheroad-
jackenterprises.com. m

About the Cover

Bob Moorefield, shown with his wife Anne at the Veterans Day Parade
Nov. 2, has been at the helm of the Foothill High School Marching Band
since its inception in 1972. He will step down at the end of the school year
in June and he will be missed by the thousands of students who proudly
marched under his instruction. Photo by Ellen Holmgren.
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Weight Loss
and Wellness Center

LOSE 15 TG

| 30LBS.
il in 2 Weeks

Acupuncture and herbal
medicine practitioners
Marcia Murray, RN, LAc
Benjamin Krieg, LAc
Reiki Master,

Energy Therapist, C.H.T.
Dr. Kamran Azizi, N.D.

Full menu of spa and
skincare services
* All services followed

by a complimentary
far-infrared sauna session

HOLIDAY SPECIAL
Two friends for the price of one
skincare services

Give yourself and the
ones you love the gift of
ultimate health and well-being

(925) 249-9642
4725 First Street #270

Downtown Pleasanton
Visit www.taharacenter.com

Holiday Open House

Thursday, December 11, 2008
4 pm-8 pm

Boutiu Eewear

French & Scandinavian Designer
for men and women.

Refreshments and raffle!

= Toothill
Optometric Group
Serving the Tri-Valley for 25 years

463-2150 rowsw

6155 Stoneridge Drive, Suite 100, Pleasanton
(at the corner of Stoneridge & Franklin, between Hopyard & 1-680)

Success for every
child, every day

* Licensed
* Nonsectarian
* Nonprofit
Conveniently located in
Pleasanton
near the 580/680
interchange at
4576 Willow Road,
Hacienda Business Park

« 1st-5th Grade

« Full-Day Kindergarten
o Pre-Kindergarten

« Preschool

| + Toddler Program

« Extended Care

« Summer Camp

“‘SMALL CLASS SIZES"
NURTURING, QUALIFIED TEACHERS"
“INDIVIDUALIZED INSTRUCTION"
“SPANISH, FRENCH & MANDARIN!"
‘MULTI-CULTURAL COMMUNITY"

School Tours Every Wed. & Sat.10 am
to 12 noon or by appointment at
(925) 463-6060 or www.cardenwest.org
4576 Willow Road, Pleasanton

info@cardenwest.org
I

Christmas

. All Christmas
Ornaments

5 0% ot reg price

Western Garden

| #

\

2756 Vineyard Ave Pleasanton 462-1760
_ Opendaily9to5 Sunday 10to5

J
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Streetwise

What can we do to help local
charities that are in greater
need than ever?

Asked around town
Elevate to a New You

Elevate to a new fitness experience. Get the results you want with
cutting edge fithess programs, group exercise, wellness classes,

Marty Crowningshield

I think people need to have a better
attitude about giving and under-
stand that we’re all in this together.
People have similar physical and
emotional needs and if we just learn
to treat each other better and try not
to judge, we can help so many more
in need.

sports and social events.

[ Join in December and Save 20%* j

Enter to Win a 1-Year Membership
at www.clubsports.com/enter2win
and Receive a Free Guest Pass**

Michael Wallace

Even though the economy is bad
right now, I think we just need to

keep reminding ourselves that as
‘ — (925) 271-0553 tough as it is for some of us right
7090 Johnson Drive now, it’s much tougher for others. P |

C/h/ _S;LW*/* Pleasanton, CA 94588 } 3 :

*20% off initiation fee only. Does not apply to monthly dues. t-;

PLEASANTON May not be combined with any other offer. Expires 12/31/08. - {
- **Some restrictions apply. Pass is for first time guests and local 5 .
SpOfTS * flfneSS * SpG residents 21 years of age or older. One guest pass per household. i
A ¥

WHERE SERVICE AND QUALITY MATTER

Marcella Janota

I think that people are hesitant to
donate because there are so many
charities out there asking for money
and people are unsure if they are legiti-
mate or not. I never donate money

to the people outside of the grocery
stores because I don’t know if my
money is actually going to a good
cause. If these charities would focus
more on educating people through
legitimate advertising then I’d feel
more comfortable donating my money.

Mike Morrison

This is a really tough question

to answer since the economy is
affecting how so many of us spend
our money. I would really like to
help more, but it’s hard to donate
when I have to be more careful of
how I spend my money nowadays.

CARPET « HARDWOOD « LAMINATE ¢ TILE « VINYL Unfortunately it takes money to

help run charities and it becomes

difficult for people when they need
_, to tighten their own belts.

o o ~
(925) 426-RUGS (7847) ’ Happy Holidays! ‘

5600-D Sunol Blvd Register to win a FREE 8X10 Area Rug
Pleasanton, CA 94566 SEE OUR WEBSITE!

License #898787

Tod Pohlmann

If people just realize that a little can
go a long way, I think that would
help tremendously. Imagine if each
person in the town of Pleasanton

Bonded * Insured up to $2 Million : ____________________ HE : donates just one dollar; if we can
T &% Go Green with us! i $500 OFF i 50/0 OFF ) get out of the mindset that dona-
! i ] tions have to be large amounts of
[ INSTALLED ' INSTALLED ' money per person, then we can all
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM ! HARDWOOD i CARPET ! make a huge financial difference for
i 0 ) these charities.
OR SHOP-AT-HOME I Min. 1000 sq.ft. * Exp. 12-31-08 i Min. 1000 sq.ft. ® Exp. 12-31-08 |
WWW.DIABLOFLOORING.COM ! ____ o ____._ N 4

Have a Streetwise question? E-mail: editor@PleasantonWeekly.com
Compiled by Hillary Bessiere

Page 4 * December 5, 2008 e Pleasanton Weekly



Newsfront

News Digest

Remembering
Mr. Mohatt

A memorial service will be
held at 1 p.m. Sunday, Dec.
7 for longtime Amador Valley
High School teacher and coach
Everett (Skip) Mohatt, who
died Nov. 21. It will be held in
Amador’s boys gym, which is
named for Mr. Mohatt.

Police reach out

The  Pleasanton  Police
Officers Association Charitable
Foundation is back with the
Giving Tree Program. Tags from
the front lobby of the police
station on Bernal Avenue show
wish lists for local families.
Wrapped gifts should be returned
before Dec. 15. Call Officer Daly
Harnish at 931-5100.

Help for stressed
students

A free workshop from 6:30 to
8 p.m. Monday at the Amador
Valley High School library,
1155 Santa Rita Road, helps
students with time and stress
management. It’s designed
for high school students, their
parents and parents of middle
school students. Pre-register at
426-4280 or email publicinfo@
pleasanton.k12.ca.us.

Send DVDs to
the troops

The Rotary Club of Pleasanton
North and the School of
Imagination are collecting new
and used DVDs to donate to
military. DVDs (no VHS) may
be dropped off by Dec. 15 at
all UNCLE Credit Union loca-
tions; Pleasanton Chamber of
Commerce; Livermore-Pleasanton
Fire Department; Black Tie
Transportation; Aventine Spa in
Livermore; School of Imagination
in Dublin; Valley Community
Bank; and Big O Tires.

Corrections

® The date for the Valley Concert
Chorale performance in “Voices
of the season” (Living, Nov. 28,
page 21) was incorrect. The per-
formances are Saturday, Dec. 6
and Sunday, Dec. 7.

e The word “outpatient” in a
quote was incorrect in the story,
“Workers reeling after WaMu
layoffs,” (News, Nov. 28, page
5). The quote should have read,
“We will be offering (workers)
outplacement services and creat-
ing an online job network, helping
those employees learn about
other opportunities inside and
outside the company.”

Woman hijacks highway patrol car

Pleasanton authorities kept busy Monday with high-speed chase, mugging, robbery

onday was a busy day for
M local law enforcement as

they dealt with a high-
speed chase, a mugging attempt
and the robbery of a fast food
restaurant.

An alleged purse snatcher was
arrested after two witnesses chased
after him and kept him from driving
off in a motorcycle. Dwight Admues
Mondaime, a 21-year-old resident
of Gilroy, was charged with robbery
and assault with a deadly weapon.

Mondaime, wearing a white but-
ton-up shirt and jeans, reportedly
followed a 23-year-old Hayward
woman and grabbed her purse
from behind as she left Stoneridge

Shopping Center at about 9 a.m. near
the Fresh Choice restaurant. Police
said the woman was thrown to the
ground as the suspect ran away.

Two witnesses are said to have
chased Mondaime and caught him
trying to leave on a motorcycle. At
this time, police said Mondaime and
the witnesses fought over the keys
and the suspect appeared to stab one
witness in the leg with a key. He fled
on foot towards Foothill Road.

A police officer responding to
the call saw the suspect run into the
wooded area adjacent to Foothill
Road and Laurel Creek. They later
found and arrested him. He was
transported to ValleyCare Medical

Center before being booked in
Santa Rita Jail.

The woman’s purse and con-
tents were located and returned.
Pleasanton police said she suffered
only minor injuries from falling.

At 3:40 in the afternoon, a woman
reportedly hijacked a California
Highway Patrol car in Sunol, lead-
ing officers on a high-speed chase
on northbound Interstate 680 until
she flipped the patrol car over in an
embankment near the Stoneridge
Drive exit, according to authorities.

The woman, identified as 19-year-
old Itse Murillo Orozco of San
Jose, had been the passenger in a
1995 Acura Integra traveling on the

freeway that a highway patrol car
signaled to pull over in Fremont.
Instead of pulling over, the male
driver, identified as 26-year-old
Miguel Velasquez, also of San Jose,
continued driving 70 to 80 mph,
suddenly exiting off the Calaveras
Road exit in Sunol, according to
CHP spokesman Steve Creel.

Officers used a maneuver with the
patrol car to stop the vehicle, which
worked, but both the driver and the
passenger fled the scene. Creel said
officers apprehended Orozco, put
her in handcuffs and sat her in the
backseat of the patrol car.

(continued on page 10)

Members of the Balloon Platoon, which was organized by real estate developer Brad Hirst
in 1973, are a crowd favorite each year in the Hometown Holidays parade. The platoon has
performed all over the country, including in Scotland.

Balloon Platoon,
canine clubs to help lead
parade Saturday

Hometown Holidays Celebration culminates
with lighting of holiday tree

The beloved Balloon Platoon, car
clubs, dog clubs, the City Council,
the mayor and Congressman Jerry
McNerney are among those who will
stroll down Main Street Saturday evening
during the annual Hometown Holidays
Celebration.

The parade, hosted by the city of
Pleasanton, kicks off at 5:30 p.m. down-
town. This year’s theme is “Sights and
Sounds of the Season” and more than 50
parade entries have signed up to decorate
floats and marching units.

Once again, the Livermore-Pleasanton

Fire Department will lead the effort to
collect Toys for Tots at the Hometown
Holidays celebration. Visitors can bring
new, unwrapped toys to drop in Toys
for Tots bins located at each of the three
stages set up on Main Street. Main Street
will close to vehicular traffic at 4 p.m.
Saturday.

As the parade winds down, there will be
a lighting of the holiday tree in front of the
Museum On Main. For more information
about the event, call Becky Hopkins at
931-3432.

—Janet Pelletier
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Duffield is back

PeopleSoft founder moving new
company to Pleasanton

by Jeb Bing

of PeopleSoft, is back in Pleasanton again with

a new human resources and financial manage-
ment solutions business that may have even more
global market potential as the software powerhouse he
launched 21 years ago.

Dulffield started PeopleSoft in 1987, hired technology
guru Aneel Bhusri 1992, and moved PeopleSoft from
Walnut Creek to Pleasanton where the company became
the city’s biggest employer with more than 5,000 on its
worldwide payroll.

In 2004, after a relentless pursuit by Oracle Corp. and
its chairman Larry Ellison, Duffield bowed to share-
holders and sold PeopleSoft to Oracle to $10.3 billion,
an offer PeopleSoft’s board couldn’t refuse.

Duffield, who had returned to PeopleSoft from retire-
ment to lead its defense against a hostile buyout by
Oracle, said a tearful goodbye to hundreds of employ-
ees in Pleasanton who expected termination notices,
and he returned to his home and family in Lake Tahoe.

Now he’s back, committing $48 million in Workday
along with his trusted lieutenant Bhusri, now a partner
at Greylock Partners, who has also invested $12 mil-
lion in the new company. Workday sells software to big
companies that they can access over the Web to run pay-
roll, asset-tracking and other financials, which Duffield
sees as an alternative to the suite of huge applications
required by Oracle or SAP.

Following the same pattern as with PeopleSoft as it
rapidly became a standard in its field with rapid growth,
Duffield now is moving Workday from Walnut Creek
to Pleasanton, taking space in the now-empty five-
story E-Loan building between 1-680 and Stoneridge
Shopping Center, just south of I-580.

He told Pleasanton officials that Pleasanton, with
its excellent major freeway interchange location and a
second BART transit station set to open next year near
the E-Loan office building, is an ideal headquarters site
for high tech and software companies. At the start, 300
employees will be transferring to the new Workday
location early next year.

“Workday delivers HR and financial management
solutions via modern Software-as-a-Service (SaaS),”
said Workday’s spokeswoman Christine Cefalo.

“Since our launch in November 2006, we have been

D ave Duffield, the charismatic billionaire founder

(continued on page 9)
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Newsfront

Oak Grove developers seek court OK to proceed

Lin family arques that Ayala, citizens’ group’s appeal lacks merit

by Jeb Bing

Developers Jennifer Lin and
brother Frederic have asked the
state Court of Appeal to deny a
bid by a citizens’ coalition to over-
turn a lower court ruling that, in
effect, would allow them to pro-
ceed with their Oak Grove project
on 562 acres of wooded land in
Pleasanton’s southeast hills.

In a 50-page brief with another
20 pages of attachments, the Lins,
through their attorney Andrew B.
Sabey, argue that Save Pleasanton’s
Hills coalition and its founder,
former City Councilwoman Kay
Ayala, have no basis for challeng-
ing a decision of Superior Court
Judge Frank Roesch, who ruled that
a petition by the group was invalid.
The petition, which Ayala said had
more than 5,000 signatures from
registered voters in Pleasanton,
called for a public vote aimed at
repealing a City Council decision
to allow the Oak Grove project to
proceed.

The petition, Roesch ruled,
failed to comply with state law
that requires all relevant materials
related to the petition to be car-
ried by those seeking signatures.
In the case of Ayala and her coali-
tion, representatives failed to have

a number of documents Roesch
said were vital to offer to those
interested in signing the petition.

“Among (the group’s) many
omissions of text,” Sabey argues in
his brief, the referendum petition
as circulated for signature...did not
include a copy of the development
plan, the focal point of and actual
legislation adopted by the PUD
(Planned United Development)
ordinance (the group) seeks to ref-
erend.”

The Lins, again through Sabey
and other lawyers with his San
Francisco law firm, asked City
Clerk Karen Diaz on Dec. 5, 2007.
to reject the petitions Ayala and
her group had delivered. The next
day, City Attorney Michael Roush
advised Diaz to continue process-
ing the petitions, an action that
led the Lins to file a suit in Judge
Roesch’s court asking that the peti-
tions be declared invalid. On Feb.
22 of this year, Roesch agreed and
tossed out the petitions.

Ayala and the citizens’ coalition
have appealed that ruling, arguing
chiefly that they carried with them
all of the documents that the city
attorney’s office had said were rele-
vant during the signature-gathering
effort a year ago.

Roush said this week that he

from the Moore family
Johnny, Elizabeth,
Madeleine, Sophie,

JL Jr. & Austin

never advised the coalition as to
which documents or how many
were needed under state law, only
giving them the actual documents
that were finally approved by the
council at its Nov. 6, 2007 meeting.

The next day, on Nov. 7, Ayala
and her group began circulating for
voter signatures a referendum call-
ing for a public vote to reverse the
council’s decision, which approved
the Oak Grove project in a 4-1 vote
with only Councilwoman Cindy
McGovern opposed. Actually, there
were two votes, each with the same
margin of approval: one to grant the
Lins their PUD request to develop
51 homesites in the hills they own
atop Kottinger Ranch and the other
a Development Agreement award-
ing 496 acres—the rest of their
property—to the city of Pleasanton
free of charge for uses as a park,
trails, equestrian pathways and
open space.

Since then, though, the Lins
have been blocked from proceed-
ing because of the Superior Court,
and now the Court of Appeal litiga-
tion. Two weeks ago, the Lins won
a legal side battle when Roesch
ordered City Manager Nelson
Fialho to officially sign the devel-
opment agreement on behalf of the
city, which he has since done.

In his lengthy brief, Sabey cites
numerous other lawsuits that have
since been resolved where courts
have determined that all documents
related to a proposal must be on
hand for prospective signers of peti-
tions to read if they wish. But Ayala
and her group, according to Sabey,
carried only the basic PUD docu-
ments with her referendum petition
“not providing voters the informa-
tion required to make an educated
decision whether to sign.”

“Since the referendum petition
failed to attach the full text of the
development plan, voters clearly
had no way of informatively eval-
uating the challenged law when
deciding whether to sign the peti-
tion,” Sabey argues in his brief.
“Accordingly, the lower court cor-
rectly determined that...the refer-
endum petition this case is fatally
flawed and therefore invalid.”

Sabey also questioned Ayala’s
argument that she relied on city
officials or staff to determine what
needed to be carried while gather-
ing signatures.

“Local election officials have no
authority to save proponents from
their failure to comply with the
procedural requirements governing
the referendum process,” he said.

Sabey added that records of the

Fresh Christmas Trees straight from the Regan Bros. farm in Canby, Oregon
We offer high quality Noble Fir, Douglas Fir, Grand Fir& Silver Tip. Trees range from two to fifteen feet in height.

Open: Monday - Friday 10am to 9pm, Saturday & Sunday 9am to 9pm

Ready for business the day after Thanksgiving through December 24th

Rowell Ranch Rodeo Park, Castro Valley 510-886-6015 » Alameda County Fairgrounds, Pleasanton 925-462-0211

www.moorespumpkinpatch.com

Nov. 6 council meeting reported
that Ayala said “she consulted with
at least three lawyers about circu-
lating a referendum petition.”

“Accordingly, Ms. Ayala, aformer
Pleasanton City Councilmember,
cannot now claim that she was
unfamiliar with applicable referen-
dum law,” Sabey said.

Sabey also argues in his brief that
those appealing Judge Roesch’s rul-
ing, “in an apparent effort to preju-
dice this court against (the Lins)
and their current project argue that
(the Lins) are outsiders who ‘do
not live in Pleasanton’ and wish to
‘short circuit the democratic pro-
cess and head to court.””

“A review of the project’s history
demonstrates that the appellant’s
mischaracterization of (the Lins) is
meritless,” Sabey said.

With this latest brief filed, it
will now be up to Attorney Ronald
Katz, Ayala and the citizens’ coali-
tion’s lawyer, to respond. Katz, of
the Palo Alto law firm of Manatt,
Phelps and Phillips, has about 30
days to file his brief.

After that, legal analysts say it
could take three to nine months
before the Court of Appeal sched-
ules a hearing, although it’s expect-
ed that a decision will be rendered
before the end of 2009. =

MOORE
CHRISTMAS
TREES

2 1LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU
ROWELL RANCH
RODEO PARK & ALAMEDA
County FAIRGROUNDS

(FORMERLY REGAN BROS.)

Eden Canyon

Castro Valley
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Newsfront

Mayor, council sworn in

County Registrar reports 35,071 voted here Nov. 4, or 84% of those eligible

by Jeb Bing

Mayor Jennifer Hosterman and City Councilmembers
Cindy McGovern and Matt Sullivan were sworn in—
again—Tuesday night to new terms of office following
their victories in the Nov. 4 municipal election.

Alameda County Registrar Dave Macdonald certi-
fied the results of the election reporting that Hosterman
received 17,192 votes against 14,717 votes received
by her opponent Steve Brozosky. It was Brozosky’s
second try in as many years to unseat Hosterman, who
now goes on to a third two-year term. Under term
limits, Hosterman can serve eight years, which means
that she still has another term to serve if she seeks re-
election in 2010.

In the council race, McGovern led the ticket with
18,152 votes. Sullivan received 16,235, with business-
man Jerry Pentin finishing third in the contest for two
council seats with 11,020 votes. Former teacher and
school principal Howard W. Neely received 6,063 votes
despite announcing shortly after he registered that he
was stepping out of the race for personal reasons.

In the registrar’s canvass of all votes cast in
Pleasanton, Macdonald reported that a total of 35,071
votes were cast in the Nov. 4 election here, represent-
ing 83.98 percent of the city’s eligible voters.

In the two hillside protection measures on the bal-
lot, Measure PP, sponsored by the Save Pleasanton’s
Hills and Housing Cap citizens’ coalition, received
18,623 favorable votes against 12,667 votes opposed
to it. The council-backed initiative, Measure QQ,
received 17,142 favorable votes, with 14,675 votes
cast against it.

The election leaves the same council intact for at
least another two years, when the terms of Hosterman
and councilmembers Cheryl Cook-Kallio and Jerry
Thorne expire. Since Thorne and Cook-Kallio are
serving their first four-year terms of office, all three
will be eligible to seek re-election in 2010.

At the regular City Council meeting that followed
the official seating of the newly-elected members,
Cook-Kallio was appointed vice mayor of Pleasanton
for a one-year term lasting through next December.
She succeeds Thorne, who has served in that position
this year.

In commenting on the election, Hosterman said vot-

Councilwoman Cindy McGovern, right, is sworn in to a sec-
ond four-year term Tuesday night by City Clerk Karen Diaz.

ers sent a strong message to the council “affirming our e G ra n d Op e n i n g y
-

work on behalf of the community.”

“We have many challenges ahead, especially
given the economic conditions that we face,” she
added. “So we are going to re-focus our direction
not just on large projects but toward safeguarding
our economy. We need to make sure that our down-
town, Hacienda, Stoneridge and other interests are
safeguarded so that they continue generating the tax
dollars we need as a city.”

“Collectively, we’ll be rolling up our shirtsleeves
and going to work,” she said.

McGovern praised the volunteer spirit that gets
things done in Pleasanton, whether it’s working in the
schools or other parts of the community.

Hosterman said the council will meet in February to
review its priorities for the two-year period ahead. m

Centerpointe hosts open house

Parents can tour new campus for January term

Centerpointe Presbyterian
Church recently moved to its new
home at the corner of Valley and
Busch avenues, and are providing
tours of the new preschool facility.

Interested parents can attend an
open house from 9 to 11 a.m. Dec.
10 or 11 and see classes in session.

Veteran preschool Director Didi
Huckaby developed the program,
hired staff and incorporated a low
student-teacher ratio that is well
below the state-mandated limit. The
school has a customized curriculum
that includes Bible lessons.
Centerpointe is open to children

from 2 years, 9-months old (potty
trained) through students ready to
enter kindergarten. Registration
is open for classes beginning in
January, as well as summer and fall
programs. Call 461-3011 or visit
www.centerpointepreschool.org.

—Emily West

= Take an

1

additional

10% OFF
exp 12-31-08

“Shop and Sip” Girls Night Out!
Tonight, Friday, December 5th from 6:30-10pm
Esthetician & Manicure Services ¢ Hair Styling by Plush Beauty Bar

Special Event!

Join the fun!

READERS

925.846.6600

Shop at our new location at
560 Main St., Downtown Pleasanton
Monday through Saturday 10-6, and Sunday 11-5
www.shopsavvyseconds.com

Happy H

@gavvy
econds

An Upscale
Consignment Boutique

y ;

CHOICE
2008

Debbie Lopes

JUICY m COACH m SEVEN FOR ALL MANKIND = 8 TWO 8 m JEWELRY BY PAULA
LUCKY m A&F m TOMMY = BANANA REPUBLIC = DKNY m J CREW m & MORE!

|[eH suugop

NORCAL

Weight Loss Center

Lose weight...and keep it off! -

]
.'-'1 o

* A Variety of Healthy Diet Programs
« Staffed by Professional Doctors & Nurses

* Lunch, Evening & Saturday |
Appointment Available 5

Shauntrell lost ieight on our
program and )Mm.tual J

+*

Unretouched clinical photo taken
while frowning before and 14 days
after treatment with Botox® Cosmetic

NEW Botox® Service

for underarm perspiration problems!

* Non-Medication Programs Available Before

« Latest FDA Approved Medications

Also Offering Botox® /
Restylane® Treatments

Dr. David Melamed, MD
Dermatologist
925-846-5614

plus Free Consultation to new clients only

1
1
1
1 Botox® Treatment
1
. \ : Not valid with other offers. Expires 12-31-08

FREE CONSULTATION | Pleasanton San Ramon
N lient 1 374 St. Mary St. | 2701 Crow Canyon Blvd.
ew clients only | 9258465614 | 925 837-6400

Experience The Joys Of
) FOOT MASSAGE

$24.99 — 1 hour
$19.99 — 45 min.

* Walk-Ins Welcome
o Gift Cards Available

Conditions Reflexology Benefits:
Headaches, Sinus, Stress, Allergies,
Overweight, Impotence, Insomnia,

Circulation, Hypertension,

Diabetes and more!
1
1 ONE HOUR FOOT
: $5 O F MASSAGE
1
1

Not valid with any other offer.

-‘%‘H

F www.angelrelaxcenter.com

i | R p: 7206 Regional St., Dublin
<l & 925.560.0888
% ﬁl o OPEN: 7 DAYS—10AM-10PM

Visit our other location in Newark at
4 34908 Newark Blvd. ¢ 510.713.9668

ZenStrength

3950-B Valley Ave

THE ART OF FITNESS (925)417-2265

Personalized Fitness Training

An enlightened approach to strength training.

A simple, effective resistance system using slow,
form-focused movements, open breathing, and
zen-like concentration.

Rewards

- Greater muscle strength « Strong, healthier bones
« Improved muscle tone « Increased metabolism

- Greater energy and endurance - Reduced pain and injury

All sessions are one-to-one and by appointment only.

ZenStrength - It’s simple really. Just slow down . . .and breathe.
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CHANGES

. for Skin & Body
555 Peters Avenue Ste 10
Downtown Pleasanton

925-484-3223

Manicures -
Facials -
Silk Wraps - Waxing

Pedicures
Hair

/

\

New Client
Specials
- Spa Pedicure-$15
- Manicure & Pedicure-$25
- New Set of Acrylic Nails-$15
- New Set of Silk Wraps-$25

- All Chemical Services-30% OFF
Exp. 12/31/08

N

=/

Men’s Haircut Special

Only $5

One coupon per person.
Exp. 12/31/08

—Stomach

>ilhighs

S Arms

>'Eace

=z geaa/y Hair & Nails X

124 Spring St. - Pleasanton + 925.699.3882

SMOG INSPECTION

w5° 8§45, 55.25 cenr.

Harry’s Auto Repair

Test and Repair

925-462-3237

We can smog any vehicle!

* Test Only

* Gross Polluters

* Change of Ownership
e Bi-annual

No Appointments Necessary!

Mon-Fri 8-4pm

with

coupon

183-A Wyoming St., Pleasanton
— Gold Shield Station —
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Page 8 e December 5, 2008 e Pleasanton Weekly

Newsfront

A heartfelt message

Congressman stops by Walnut Grove Elementary to visit
students making holiday cards for the troops

by Janet Pelletier

During lunchtime recess this
week, Annika Brauer’s art class-
room was full of children crafting
cards with homemade messages for
the troops.

The cards, with a holiday
theme, will be sent to military
men and women across the country
and even locally at Camp Parks
in Dublin. It’s part of an effort
by Congressman Jerry McNerney
(D-Pleasanton) to send goodwill to
soldiers who are recovering from
battle and stationed away from
their families during the holiday
season. McNerney, who stopped by
Walnut Grove Elementary School
Tuesday to see the kids at work,
will hand-deliver the cards to sol-
diers at the Walter Reed Army
Medical Center in Washington,
D.C.; sailors and marines at the
National Naval Medical Center in
Bethesda, Md. and to soldiers of
the National Guard and Reserve at
the Parks Reserve Forces Training
Area in Dublin.

McNerney said the holidays can
be stressful for troops, particularly
those who have just returned from
battle with injuries.

“Thoughtful words of encour-
agement and support from the great
people of the 11th District can
make a huge difference in boost-
ing the morale of our brave troops
who have so honorably served our
country,” he said.

Making cards for the troops is just
one in a number of projects Walnut
Grove students can participate in
during their lunchtime. Brauer hosts
the recess art class four times a
week for any students who would
rather pick up a paint brush than a
basketball.

Residents are also encouraged to
make a holiday card for the troops,
or purchase one and write a mes-
sage of thanks to a service member
and deliver them by Dec. 10 to
McNerney’s office, 5776 Stoneridge
Mall Road, Ste. 175, Pleasanton, CA
94588. The cards should be unad-
dressed and envelopes unsealed.
Last year, McNerney delivered more
than 700 cards and he hopes to top
that number this year. m

Above: Walnut
Grove Principal Bill
Radulovich looks at
cards made by first
and second grad-
ers. Pictured with
him are Rida Lasne,
Grace Meng and
Alena Tipton. Left:
Congressman Jerry
McNerney watches
student Zoe Grell
make a card for the
troops. He'’s hold-
ing a couple of the
cards, which are
reindeer hand pup-
pets.
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Tri-Valley grant workshops
slated for Dec. 8 and 10

Cities of Pleasanton, Dublin and Livermore co-sponsoring workshops for city,
housing and human service and community development block grants

The cities of Pleasanton, Dublin
and Livermore will co-sponsor
two application workshops for all
fiscal year 2009-10 Pleasanton
city grants, Livermore Housing
and Human Services grants, and
Pleasanton and Dublin Community
Development Block grants.

The first workshop is slated from
1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Dec. 8 at the
Pleasanton City Council Chamber,

200 Old Bernal Ave. A second
workshop will be held from 10 a.m.
to noon Dec. 10 at the Livermore
City Council Chamber, 3575
Pacific Ave.

City staff will discuss the appli-
cation processes and distribute
application packets at the work-
shops. Attendance at one of the
scheduled workshops is manda-
tory in order to apply for city of

Livermore funding and is strongly
encouraged for the cities of Dublin
and Pleasanton. Both workshops
will be identical in format and
content and it is only necessary to
attend one workshop.

To RSVP for attendance at one of
the workshops, call Tim Shurtleff,
960-4016, or email him at tmshurtl-
eff@ci.livermore.ca.us.

—Janet Pelletier
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Newsfront

Marine back from Iraq
welcomed home

Veterans, military families, well-wishers celebrate Mike Eklund’s return

by Jeb Bing

More than 70 well-wishers waved
American flags and “Welcome
Home” banners recently to celebrate
the return of Marine Corporal Mike
Eklund to his Pleasanton home.

Crowds lined the parking lot of
the Masonic Lodge on Hopyard
Road Nov. 22 as Eklund drove in,
accompanied by 25 Patriot Guard
Riders on their motorcycles. The
Riders met up with the returning
Marine atop the Altamont Pass and
provided an escort west on I-580 to
the celebration site.

Eklund, joined by his mother Peggy,
thanked the crowd from a small stage,
where he also received congratula-
tory letters from Pleasanton Vice-
Mayor Jerry Thorne, Congressman
Jerry McNerney (D-Pleasanton) and
others.

Chris Miller, head of Pleasanton
Military Families, said his group and
other military support organizations
in the Tri-Valley provide welcome
home celebrations for all return-
ing military, whether their tours are
completed or, as in Eklund’s case,

Chris Miller, right, head of Pleasanton Military Families, officially welcomes
home Corporal Mike Eklund, who stands with his mother Peggy at Masonic
Lodge on Hopyard Road, where more than 70 turned out for special festivities.

it’s a holiday away from duty in Iraq
to be with family. Eklund will return
in late December.

Bryan Welden of the Lafayette
Flag Brigade gave Eklund a special
commemorative flag dating back to
Sept. 11, 2001.

Welden said his organization is
now conducting three “welcome
homes” a week in the area the Flag
Brigade serves, and expect the vol-
ume will increase next year as more
military men and women return
from Iraq. m

Workday

(continued from page 5)

growing very rapidly and now have
more than 300 employees,” she
added. “We have earned big name
customers, including Frextronics,
Salesforce.com, Chiquita Brands
International and many others. And
now we’ve outgrown our facilities
in Walnut Creek and wanted to
settle into a location that provides

us plenty of room to grow for the
long term.”

The news was especially good for
City Manager Nelson Fialho, who
said that he understands that 500
employees will soon call Workday
home. This follows a decision by
Oracle shortly after it acquired
PeopleSoft to keep many of those
employees on board. It since has
increased it workforce and is now
building a new five-story building
near the Bart East station, which
will mean adding more employees.

At the same time, Adept
Technologies Inc. has announced
that it will relocate its headquarters
from Livermore into two buildings
in the Hacienda Business Center.
The robotics firm will move its main
offices to a 34,000-square-foot site
at 5960 Inglewood Drive and lease
another 23,000 square feet for its
manufacturing and research opera-
tions at 5627 Gibraltar Drive.

The robotics firm has about 125
employees who will make the move
to Pleasanton. m

Affiliated with:

7111 Amador Plaza Rd., Dublin

(Between Safeway and Circuit City)
www.tvaec.com

WWW.VSASUIEery.com
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Animal Emergency

Center

Compassionate veterinary emergency care you can trust.

Doctors and nursing staff available on-site evenings,
weekends and holidays when you need us.

F *

I:m.:é; uﬁ}umm

925.771.5630
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wiww.vmsmedicine.com

See Your Best! Look Your Best!

e LASIK - on site

(special pricing and financing available)
* Bifocal implants for cataract surgery
* Medical and surgical

treatment of eye disease

LaserVisior 2007

* Dry Eye Clinic Qurgefns
¢ Eye examinations = -
* Contact lenses & Designer eyewear
VALLEY EYECARE CENTER
Medical Associates

Jonathan Savell, M.D. ¢ Michael Gagnon, M.D.
Stanford Medical School Faculty
Gina Trentacosti, O.D. ¢ Keri Owyang, O.D.
5575 W. Las Positas Blvd. #240

(925)
Now 0% 449-4000
Pleasanton, CA 94588 Finandng Ol SIK

28 Fenton Street
6{71///{/777 %w lhe %{— /V (I///ﬁ% l/l/}}we 7975 ‘e
, Ve

Livermore, CA 94550
ValleyEyeCareCenter.com

©29 460-5000
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We are a creative group that supports the area's artists,
actors, musicians, poets, dancers, and writers — the city's
only non-profit supporter of all the arts. The Pleasanton
Cultural Arts Council (PCAC) offers culture lovers a chance
to shape our community's exciting cultural future.

= Become a member of PCAC,
* Support non-profit PCAC with dollars.
* Volunteer a little time at Arts events.

FILL IN
AND CLIP THE
BOX BELOW, MAKE
YOUR CHECK PAYABLE

TO PGAC, AND SEND TO:

PCAC
P.0. Box 1298

= Network your Arts ideas with us.

= Clip the box belny-.r a_nd JOIN _LIS TODAY!M!
(and attend our Midwinter Sacial!) Pleasanton CA

= Visit our website: www.pleasantonarts.org 94566
* E-mail us: info@pleasantonarts.org E
i [1YEs, | WIiLL GLADLY EMBRACE AND SUPPORT PCAGC |
AND THE ARTS IN PLEASANTON!

Membership for the year 2009 jcheck one):

[1 %35 individual [] 850 business  [] $100 corporate
—0R —

[ Gold contributor: $100

i
[] Other: i

[ Silver contributor; $50

H
i [ Platinum contributor: $250
i [ Please call me. Phone:

For more information, call Margene Gerton Rivara at 925.931.111
PCAC is a 501(c)3 non-profit. All contributions are tax deductible
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SAVE ON FURNITURE

New and Consigned Furniture Arrives Everyday

Huge Showroom

Order From Our
Manufacturers
Catalogs & SAVE

Now Accepting
Quality Furniture
& Accessories

801‘151gnme1’1t ,%rnlshlngs On Any Purchases

of $500 or more
6891 Village Parkway ® Dublin
(Next to Post Office)

925.803.0221

With Coupon. Exp 11/30/08.
Excludes Stanley Furniture.

Mon-Sat: 10am - 5pm
Sun: 12pm - 4pm

consignedfurniture@sbcglobal.net

Car insurance with

PERSONAL SERVICE.

No extra charge.

At State Farm® you get a competitive rate and an agent
dedicated to helping you get the coverage that’s right for you
and the discounts you deserve. Nobody takes care of you like
State Farm. Contact me. I'll prove it.

STATE FARM

INSURANCE
®

Jim Hocking, Agent
Insurance Lic. # 0451825
2340 Santa Rita Road
Pleasanton, CA 94566-4100
Bus: 925-462-2866
Serving the Tri-Valley

for 35 Years

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE."
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company @ State Farm Indemnity Company
P040201 05/05 Bloomington, IL  statefarm.com®

Do You Feel Tired,
No Energy, Bloated, Gassy,

or Just out of Sorts?
Let Us Show You How to “Clean-up” and Detoxify

FREE 1/2 hour consultation ($50 value)

In the stressful and toxic
lifestyle of 21st century

25% Off

America we can all get

‘polluted.” Let the Institute

Initial Services
with Ad

exp 12-31-08

of Natural Cleansing and
Weight Loss help you with

our natural and holistic

techniques for Health.

Institute of Natural Cleansing
and Weight Loss

2324 Santa Rita Road Suite 2A, Pleasanton CA

Phone: 925-931-1135

Website: www.naturalcleaninginstitute.com
Email: info@ naturalcleaninginstitute.com

Specializing in: Detoxification and
Natural Weight Loss
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Newsfront

4H in the spirit
of giving

The theme for Pleasanton’s Abbie
4H Club’s November meeting Nov.
12 was “Thanks and Giving,” and
they lived by their national motto
“learn by doing.”

The club’s youth officers set
up collection stations around the
regular meeting room for dona-

tions to help people out in the
Tri-Valley area. The number of
donations received that evening
includes 22 blankets, 61 coats and
jackets for the new Food Pantry
in Pleasanton at Valley Bible
Church, 91 pounds of non-perish-
able food for the Alameda County
Food Bank, 60-plus towels and
some pet food for local pet rescue
organization Tri-Valley Animal

Rescue and the East County
Animal Shelter, and a table full
of new toys for the annual 4H
Kids to Kids Christmas Party for
disadvantaged families.

To top it off, members donated
candy and materials, and during
the meeting made almost 100
treat-filled holiday poppers for the
kids at Shepherd’s Gate shelter
over the holidays.

Martin Luther King Jr.
remembered in YMCA contests

Students invited to contribute art or essay based
on his message’s impact today

In preparing for their annu-
al Martin Luther King Jr. cel-
ebration, the Tri-Valley YMCA
is holding art and essay contests.
Students in kindergarten through
12th grade can submit an essay
(grades 6 to 12) or art (grades

K to 5) to show the relevance of
Dr. King’s life and message for
today.

The entry deadline is Dec. 11
and the winners will be awarded
with $100 U.S. saving bonds and
be invited to the ninth annual Dr.

Martin Luther King Jr. Fellowship
Breakfast Jan. 26 at the Radisson
Hotel in Dublin.

For details on contest rules and
for an entry form, call 475-6107 or
email tstier@ymcaeastbay.org.

—Emily West

Crime

(continued from page 5)

Meanwhile, officers pursued the
Velasquez on foot, Tasering and
putting him under arrest. During
that time, Orozco somehow was
able to get her arms in front of
her, got into the driver’s seat of the
patrol car and sped off, hightailing
it on 1-680 north into Pleasanton,
Creel said.

Officers followed the hijacked
patrol car north until Orozco
swung across all lanes in an
attempt to exit at Stoneridge Drive
and flipped the car into a ditch
just before the off-ramp. She got
out of the car and started run-
ning, but a deputy was able to
apprehend her after Tasering her.
Orozco and Velasquez were taken
to ValleyCare Medical Center for
evaluation, released, and taken to
Santa Rita Jail.

Creel said they were booked on
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auto theft charges, as the Acura
was discovered to be stolen, fel-
ony pursuit and resisting arrest.
Velasquez was also charged with
being under the influence of a con-
trolled substance, DUI and posses-
sion of burglary tools.

The incident, which snarled
traffic in both directions of 1-680,
was extremely unusual, according
to Creel.

“What was unique was the
aggressiveness displayed by both,
so we’re looking into their back-
grounds to see if they have any
prior records,” Creel said.

No other cars were involved in
the incident and authorities are
investigating how the woman was
able to get into the front seat of the
patrol car.

Not too far from that crash scene,
the Taco Bell at 5524 Springdale
Drive was robbed by two men at
7:50 p.m. Monday. The suspects
allegedly entered the restaurant
through the front doors and jumped
over the counter, police said.
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One of the suspects pointed a
gun at an employee and demanded
that he open the safe before going
into a back room and taking money
from another employee, accord-
ing to a report by the Pleasanton
Police Department.

The second suspect took the
money out of the safe and the cash
register drawers and then the two
fled the restaurant, police said.

Both suspects are described by
witnesses as men in their early 20s
who are between 5 foot 5 inches
tall and 5 foot 8 inches tall with
medium builds.

The first suspect was wearing
a white hooded sweatshirt, snow-
boarding-type pants and had a blue
bandana over his face, according to
police. The second suspect was wear-
ing a sweatshirt and similar pants.

Anyone with information about
the robberies is asked to call
Pleasanton police at 931-5100.

—Janet Pelletier, Emily West and
Bay City News contributed to
these reports
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Newsfront

Take Us Along

Holy
Weekly

Anita Haraughty
enjoys the views
(and the Weekly)
in the holy city of
Jerusalem from
the garden of
the Hotel Notre
Dame. Anita,
who was on a
pilgramage to
the holy land,
said the trip was
“‘beyond my
expectations and
| enjoyed the vis-
its to all the bibli-
cal places.”

Banding together for the WekI |

L

The Amador Valley High School marching band and color guard posed with
the Weekly and director Jonathan Grantham at the Western Band Association
Championships in Los Angeles. Amador placed fifth in the final competition.

A Spanish
Weekly

Troy and Cherylyn
Van Sloten took the
Weekly along with
them to Mallorca,
Spain.

A Thai
Weekly

Anne Kelly and
Mary Kroesen
pause to read
the Weekly at
Wat Cheng-
Man, one of
the 50,000
Buddhist
temples in
Thailand.

Florence
Weekly-gale

Pleasanton resident
Jerry Tusan ventured
with the Weekly to
beautiful Florence,
Italy, where he poses
along the waterfront.

A Keane sense of the Weekly

Sue and John Keane took the Weekly on their vacation that
included “three fabulous weeks touring Italy.” After leaving
Cinque Terre, on their way to Bagno Vignoni, they stopped in
the hilltop town of Volterra to catch up on the Weekly news.
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by Jerri Pantages Long

f you are among the fortunate specta-
tors who get to see the annual Hometown
Holidays parade tomorrow evening, watch
for the Foothill High School Marching
Band. Keeping pace with his musicians on
the sidelines will be Bob Moorefield, the man who
created the band 36 years ago and who has been
its guiding force ever since. This may be your last
chance to see him on our local parade route, since
“Moorf” (as he is affectionately known by his
students) plans to trade his baton for a golf club or
fishing pole when he enters retirement in June.

At a very conservative estimate, Moorefield has
paced along more than 367 miles of parade routes
with teenage musicians from Foothill over the past
four decades—enough to march from Pleasanton
to Santa Barbara—but that doesn’t count all the
practice marches, nor the special events when
the band was invited out of state and out of the
country for command performances. Moorefield,
63, has made musical history with his band, as
evidenced by an estimated 3,500 glittering first-
place and sweepstakes trophies that line his band
room and office on campus.

Those of us privileged to have been part of
the original Foothill High School faculty vividly
recall that we began in 1972-73 with an unfinished
campus and only freshman students. Helping
to shape the spirit of the newly formed school
was the band—all 17 members—and Moorefield,
recruited from where he had taught at St. Mary’s
High School in Stockton for five years.

“T liked the idea of starting the music program
for a new high school, and I liked the enthusiasm
of Neil Sweeney [Foothill’s first principal],” said
Moorefield. “He was a great person to work
for—a great band supporter right from the start.”

With so few young musicians to start with,
Moorefield had to assign some of them differ-
ent instruments in order to have an actual band.
Band members had come from three feeder
school districts, with varying skill levels.

“We only gave one performance that first year,”
recalled Moorefield, “and that was at the dedica-
tion ceremony in the school library. I recruited
like crazy, and we had 56 band members that next
year, just sophomores and freshmen.”

Principal Sweeney ordered 80 blue-white-
and-gold band uniforms.

“I told him we needed more than that, but he
thought we would never have that big a band,”
said Moorefield with a laugh. “Now we have 180
musicians, plus 20 auxiliary unit members.”

In fact, from that one very small band class,
Foothill’s music program has grown to include not
only marching band, but also symphonic and con-
cert bands, wind ensemble, two jazz bands, percus-
sion, color guard, and choir classes, with about 400
students enrolled out of the current student body of
2.,330. The school now has an assistant band direc-
tor, plus other band staff members funded by the
Foothill Band Boosters. Moorefield is justifiably
proud of the band’s retention record: Students who
join up as freshmen are still marching as seniors,
including 60 members of the Class of 2009.

From the very beginning, parents as band boost-
ers have been an essential ingredient in the band’s
success, not only raising funds, but also serving
as truck loaders and drivers, helpers and chaper-
ones for the many band excursions. Moorefield
inspires loyalty not only in his students, but also
in their parents. Many stayed on to help years
after their students had graduated, such as Arnold
and Josephine Habestad. She began sewing flags
and color guard uniforms, and he was loading
equipment the second year of Foothill’s existence.
They continued until Josephine’s death in 2005.
Josephine would bring along her sewing machine
on band review trips, just to make repairs as need-
ed. Arnold carried on as part of the truck crew.

In 1973-74, Foothill’s marching band attend-
ed its first band review, in Cupertino, for which
they got a “participation award” for showing up.
At their second band review, in Merced, they
took first place—a standard they have main-
tained over the years. When Foothill was three
years old and had juniors, Moorefield took them
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Above: Bob Moorefield, known to most as “Moorf,” teaches on a recent weekday in the high school band room. Surrounding him and his students are hundre
marching band, color guard, two jazz bands, winter percussion and guard, wind ensemble, symphonic band and concert band. Below: The band performs e

MAN OF TF

Foothill’s ‘Music Man’ Bob Moorefield m

to the Portland Rose Festival to compete in their
first field show event. At that point, the band
had never even done a field show at a football
game. Moorefield offered to buy every band
member a steak dinner if they won sweepstakes,
never dreaming that he would have to pay up
—but he did! “It was worth it,” he said.

Then, with all of three years of the band’s
existence, Moorefield decided to launch a
local band review. Held the fourth Saturday
of October, the now-famous Foothill Band
Review attracts dozens of outstanding bands
from throughout California and (sometimes)
beyond. Drawing upon past and present band
parents and students, the band review involves
an estimated 500 hours of volunteer time to
organize. The day begins very early, as busloads
of teen musicians pull into the Amador Valley
High School parking lot. The concert band
performances begin in the morning, followed
by the marching band competition that parades
down Main Street over several hours. Finishing
off the evening at Foothill High School’s ath-
letic stadium is the halftime show competition.

Moorefield is no stranger to long hours,
though. Typically he arrives at the Foothill cam-




ds of trophies the band program has won over the years. Under his direction, the band program includes
t the Veterans Day Parade Nov. 2.

iIE YEAR

arches toward retirement
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pus by 6 a.m., and frequently he does not call
it a day until 10 p.m. The marching band prac-
tices from 7-8 a.m. every weekday, then returns
for a three-hour evening practice on Tuesday
nights during fall semester. Wednesday nights
are color guard’s practice time (including those
carrying flags or the shields that spell out
the school’s name); Thursdays are the per-
cussion unit’s time slot; Fridays are halftime
performances at the football games, and most
Saturdays involve traveling to band reviews.

Anyone who observes him in action has to
conclude that Moorefield is able to do what
he does because he loves it. Born John Robert
Moorefield IIT in Meriden, Conn. on Sept. 23,
1945, Moorefield was already playing trumpet by
fourth grade. By then, his family had moved to
California. Moorefield attended Arroyo Grande
High School, near Pismo Beach, and it was there
that he decided upon his future career.

“My high school band director was Richard
Dorr—an incredible musician, and an incred-
ible teacher,” said Moorefield. “Basically, he’s
the reason I became a teacher.”

Like Dorr, Moorefield has had the great plea-
sure of seeing former students go on to succeed

in the field of music. Two former students are
themselves band directors: Ed Cloyd at Monte
Vista High School and Josh Butterfield at
Lodi High School. Former drum major Elisse
LaBarre, currently a student at University of
Santa Clara, is now judging band events.

Another Foothill graduate planning to march
along in Moorefield’s footsteps is John Holmgren,
tenor sax player from the Class of 2008.

“My son went off to UC Davis as an engineer-
ing major,” said Ellen Holmgren. “Two weeks
later, he called and said, ‘Mom, I've changed my
major. His heart was always in music, and Mr.
Moorefield is definitely John’s inspiration for
becoming a music teacher. John really looks up to
Bob and keeps in touch with him.”

In fact, John will march with the Foothill
band when they return to the Fiesta Bowl in
Arizona this spring.

Band students learn much more than proficien-
cy with an instrument, according to Moorefield.

“Being in a high school band is being part
of an extended band family. The kids learn
self-discipline and time management,” said
Moorefield. “They form lifelong friendships.
Some of them even get married.”
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And by now, the second generation—children
of former band members—have been Moorefield’s
students, “at least 10 of them,” he estimated.

Two of these are the daughters of Melantha
Snider Rice. She was a baritone saxophone
player in the Class of 1978—the second class to
graduate from Foothill. Her daughters Meleah
Jones (1997) and Alyssia Jones (1999) also
enjoyed being in the band.

“The experience of being in the Foothill band
cannot be replaced,” said Rice. “It was awe-
some! We were awesome! The best experience
ever. And Moorf is like family to me. He helped
me through hard times. Now he is part of all our
family celebrations.”

Rice was the head chaperone for band trips for
six years. By the time her daughters were high
school musicians, the band had grown.

“You join the band and you instantly have 200
friends,” Rice said. “You get to travel and share a
lot—and that’s just not true for other [non-band]
freshmen.”

School year after school year, the Foothill
Marching Band has continued to add up awards, as
have the other music groups. Asked to pick some
of his proudest accomplishments, Moorefield
mentions winning the Grand Championship tro-
phy at the National Parade Championship held
at the Fiesta Bowl in Phoenix in 2006. And then
there was the thrill of playing for Super Bowl XIX
at Stanford University. Foothill’s jazz ensemble
was a finalist in the Monterey Jazz Festival, and
took first place in the Reno Jazz Fest. Or how
about the fact that Foothill is the only Northern
California high school to have been invited to the
Pasadena Tournament of Roses Parade on five dif-
ferent New Year’s Days?

But then, even bigger than that, was the invi-
tation to make history by playing continuously
aboard a train crossing beneath the English
Channel in the newly opened Chunnel in 1995.

“We flew the band to London, then took the ferry
across to spend New Year’s Eve in Paris,” Moorefield
recalled. “On New Year’s Day, we were at the Gare
du Nord train station, playing as we boarded. The
security guards wanted to stop us and check in each
student, but then the tour guides presented them with
cases of champagne” and the band played on. The
musicians filled two adjacent cars on the Euro Star
Express train, with the connecting doors propped
open. It took five hours and 21 minutes to make the
trip, including the 31-mile Chunnel crossing that
day (a trip that now takes two hours, 15 minutes
from Paris to London), and the band played non-
stop, including when they marched off the train at
Waterloo Station in London, England.

“They marched three blocks to take their place
at the head of the New Year’s Day Parade, which
had waited for our arrival to begin, then the kids
played for the entire 2-mile parade route,” said
Moorefield, remembering the day his band made
it into the Guinness Book of World Records. “By
the last mile, it was freezing cold and snowing.
My wife was so excited, she walked with me
without even having a coat on. The kids were
exhausted, but at the end of the parade route, they
wanted to do it all over again.”

Moorefield admits it will be hard to walk
away from it all.

“It’s time to be able to spend more time with
Anne,” he said, referring to his wife, who has
diligently served as the band’s librarian, historian
and hostess. Moorefield plans to “go fishing at
least once a month, play golf, give clinics and
maybe private music lessons, do band judging,
and definitely do more traveling.”

Their sons, Bob and Alan Sawyer, live in
Malaysia and Arizona, respectively. Their seven
grandchildren range in age from 2 to 17, and Bob
and Anne Moorefield plan to spend more time
with them here and in Hawaii.

“I’ve really enjoyed all the students I've had,”
said Moorefield. “The kids were in the program
because they wanted to be, not because they
had to. I’ve enjoyed being in an activity that
promoted good. The band experience at Foothill
High School is something I’ll never regret.

“If I had it to do over again, I’d do the same
thing.” m

About Bob Moorefield

B Born Sept. 23, 1945 in
Connecticut

W Began playing trumpet in fourth
grade

B Credits Richard Dorr, his high
school band director, with
inspiring his career

B BA and MA from University of
Pacific

B Founded Foothill Marching Band
when the school opened in 1972-73

W Program has grown from 17
to 400 students in the music
department

B Marching band has won over
3,500 awards

W Currently president of the Northern
California Band Association

B Written up in national band
magazines (Fanfare! and School
Band & Orchestra)

B Honored in November by Amador
Valley High School Friends of Music

Foothill Marching

Band Honors
(partial list):

B Parade Champions at 2008 Queen
Victoria Days Parade in Victoria,
British Columbia, Canada

B Grand Champions at the 2006
National Parade Championship,
Fiesta Bowl, Phoenix (one of three
appearances there)

B 5 appearances in the Pasadena
Tournament of Roses Parade

W 12 appearances at the Portland
(Oregon) Rose Festival, including
5 sweepstakes awards)

B 6 appearances in the Hawaii
Invitational Music Festival in
Honolulu, including 6 sweepstakes
awards

W 6 performances for the Christmas
Parade in Hollywood, Calif.

B 15 performances for the San
Francisco 49ers

W 5 performances for the Oakland
Raiders

B Opening Ceremonies for World
Cup Soccer at Stanford Stadium,
Palo Alto, Calif.

B Super Bowl XIX at Stanford
University

B Opening Ceremonies for 2004
World Cyber Games in San
Francisco

B Over 30 performances for
Disneyland, Magic Mountain and
Disneyworld

W Set world’s record by performing
from Paris, France, to London,
England for 5 hours, 21 minutes,
aboard the Euro Star Express
on the first day of the Chunnel
crossing

M Every other summer, the band has
traveled to Europe, where they
performed in England, France,
Switzerland, Austria, and Germany
as part of the Ambassadors of
Music program
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Opinion

Editorial

Oak Grove:
A primer

It’s now been 17 years since 600 acres in Pleasanton’s southeast
hills, now known as the Oak Grove development site, was annexed
into Pleasanton. This acreage is part of a much larger property pur-
chased by Jennifer Lin, her brother Frederic and other members of
the Lin family in 1977. At the time, the site, which included what is
now the Kottinger Ranch development, held two stock ponds to pro-
vide water for livestock. Pleasanton’s Kottinger water tank is located
on the southwest quadrant and is accessed from Benedict Court at
the top end of Kottinger Ranch, which includes a padlocked gate that
can be opened by city fire, police and maintenance personnel.

OnOct. 16, 1984, the council approved a Planned Unit Development
(PUD) for Kottinger Ranch, a 156-custom-home project on the hills
east of Bernal Avenue, which at that time had not been extended.
To achieve the open space preservation required in the development
agreement, Kottinger Ranch streets and homes were located on the
flat and ridge portions of the site. The new community was planned
as the first phase of the Lins’ planned development of the hills lead-
ing to the upper reaches of their property, and the Lins’ acreage was
rezoned to accommodate this future development.

That “next phase” was Kottinger Hills, an 86-home development
of more conventional homes similar to those being constructed in
nearby Vintage Heights, along with an 18-hole golf course and
approximately 237 acres of dedicated open space. The City Council
gave its approval to this project on Oct. 20, 1992. Those who now
owned homes in Kottinger Ranch were incensed and gathered
enough signatures to place a referendum on the ballot to overturn the
council’s action. That referendum was approved on Nov. 2, 1993.

Four years ago, the Lins submitted a new development plan
calling for 98 custom homes with a 5-acre neighborhood park and
a new water tank, but no golf course. The remaining open space,
about 200 acres, would be given to the city free of charge for pub-
lic access to trails, equestrian paths and open space in perpetuity.
With city officials and some in Kottinger Ranch, Vintage Hills
and Grey Eagle Estates still concerned about more homes in their
neighborhoods and traffic on their streets, the Lins, their devel-
opment and legal representatives and community leaders started
a series of meetings to determine what kind of development, if
any, would be acceptable to all. Mayor Jennifer Hosterman and
Councilman Matt Sullivan, already partners in an effort to acquire
an open space boundary around the south and east urban limits of
Pleasanton, joined in.

Over the course of the last three years, these groups have met
in homes, with the leaders of the Kottinger Ranch Homeowners
Association, in public workshops and even in closed-door, unan-
nounced meetings (which we criticized) in the city’s Operations
Center. In the end, the Lins agreed to reduce the number of homes-
ites planned to 51, down from 98, and to increase their gift of open
space to the city to 496 acres. Accompanying this agreement was a
pledge of $1 million to mitigate traffic, street widening projects, and
even more school crossing guards. It seemed like a fair plan for all.

A citizens’ group, headed by former City Councilwoman Kay
Ayala, disagreed. The result is that we now have litigation stem-
ming from the council’s approval of the 51-home/496 acres of
open space plan that the council approved Nov. 6, 2007. The most
recent is a brief filed last week before the state Court of Appeal.
If the court rejects the appeal by Ayala and her group, the Lins
likely can proceed to finish a plan they first conceived at least two
decades ago. If Ayala and her group eventually win their argu-
ment and successfully persuade voters to overturn the council’s
approval, the Lins will have to wait a bit longer to develop the
Pleasanton acreage they still own.

Letters

Let’s hear solutions,
not complaints

Dear Editor,

Not sure who Kathleen Clark-
Morrison is and I’m also not sure
what her point is regarding down-
town (“What do we want down-
town to be now?” Letters, Nov. 14,
page 10).

She seems to have done some
research regarding space used
and space available and why this
problem exists by her thinking.
But has she done any research on
how to solve that problem? Be
a part of the solution not just a
mudslinger. If you care enough to
write about this in lengthy fash-
ion, let’s hear your solutions.

Jay Clifton

It’s a me, me, me
generation

Dear Editor,

With all the talk about recycling,
going green, conserving energy in
Pleasanton, we’re only talking the
talk, not walking the walk.

I had the rare opportunity, or
need rather, to take my children
to school today. They normally
walk or ride a bus. It was amaz-
ing. With all the complaining
about cars, with all the complain-
ing about this obese generation,
there sure seemed to be a lot of
cars on the road taking children
to school. Specifically I went by
Foothill and Hart this morning.

It seems like saving gas and
conserving energy is alright if it
doesn’t mean my child has to ride
the bus, as long as my child isn’t
inconvenienced by riding the bus.

It’s all about me, me, me isn’t
it? Me, I’'m going back to incan-
descent light bulbs until the car
dealers shut off their 30 kilowatts
of lighting at each parking lot
each night.

Richard Schwaninger

Economic vitality
committee an
important link

Dear Editor,

I wanted to thank you for
acknowledging the work of
the city’s Economic Vitality
Committee in your recent article,
(“Not all economic news is bad
news,” Editorial, Nov. 28, page
12).

The EVC serves as an important
link between our elected officials
and our business community for
the discussion of economic trends
and issues. The people who serve
on the committee volunteer their
time to promote a healthy envi-
ronment for business to flourish,
for they know that successful
local companies benefit everyone
in Pleasanton.

Pamela Ott
economic development director,
city of Pleasanton

ACE is proud to serve
Pleasanton

Dear Editor,

Thank you for placing the
Altamont Commuter Express on
the cover of your recent resource
guide, “InfoPleasanton.” It is an
excellent photograph.

Pleasanton is an historic rail-
road city, and the midway point
on our route between the San
Joaquin Valley and the Silicon
Valley. More importantly, it is a
major destination or origin for
a large number of our riders,
and a transfer location to local
Pleasanton employers and the
Bay Area. We are thrilled to serve
Pleasanton and be your neighbor.

Hubert Hanrahan

manager, marketing and customer
service, San Joaquin Regional
Rail Commission

Code of ethics

The Pleasanton Weekly seeks to adhere to the highest level of ethical
standards in journalism, including the Code of Ethics adopted Sept. 21,
1996, by the Society of Professional Journalists. To review the text of the
Code, please visit our web site at www.PleasantonWeekly.com
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Transitions

Obituartes

Salvador Gomez

Longtime Pleasanton resident
Salvador Gomez died peacefully
surrounded by family and friends
Nov. 20 at ValleyCare Medical
Center at the age of 84.

He was born in Tecolotlan,
Jalisco, Mexico on June 12, 1924.
He was baptized by Father Jose
Maria Robles who was at a later time
martyred and was canonized and
declared a Saint by Pope John Paul
IT at the Vatican on May 21, 2000.
He had humble beginnings being
one of 14 children. He started work-
ing at the tender age of 5, helping
his father plow the fields and riding
a burro many miles away to bring
back firewood for his family.

During World War II, he heard
the U.S. needed men to work since
most of the men were at war. He
immigrated to the U.S. at the age of
17. Becoming a U.S. citizen later in
1953 would be one of the proudest
achievements. He learned the trade
and came to be a master carpenter.
He worked many years for Morrison
Homes and proudly told everyone he
helped build this town (Pleasanton).
He put 56 years in the Carpenters
Local Union and was a member in
good standing of Local No. 713.

Family was very important to him.
He adored his parents and siblings.
He was able to sponsor all his living
brothers and sisters to come to the
U.S. and taught his brothers his trade.
After a long, hard day at work, he
could be found wearing his cowboy
hat and boots smoking a cigar, riding
his longtime companion “Whiskey,” a
chestnut thoroughbred horse, behind
the Alameda County Fairgrounds
and through nearby creeks. He even
assisted the local police department
in catching runaway cattle every now
and then with his horse and lasso.

After retiring from carpentry in
1983, he took up landscaping and
loved fussing with people’s yards.

He also enjoyed spending time with
his animals on his little ranchette in
Sunol. He made many friends along
the way calling all the younger ones
his Mijo’s and Mija’s (sons and
daughters). He was a witty, charming
and endearing man, a man of honor
and class, yet very humble. He was
cheerful of heart and always had a
ready smile, even during his most
trying last days. He will be missed
by all. He leaves behind his beloved
wife, Maria Sergia Gomez; chil-
dren, Adrianna Willamar, Yolanda
Covarrubias (Daniel), Irma Colon
(Ezra), Salvador L. Gomez (Pam);
sisters, Felipa Ascencio (Jesus),
Rosa Briseno, Leandro Jimenez;
brothers, Roberto Gomez (Ana),
Javier Gomez (Olivia); grand-
children, Simona Gomez, Daniel
Covarrubias, Jr., Alessa and Amee
Covarrubias, Isabella and Joshua
Colon; great-grandchildren, Ethan
and Josiah Covarrubias; and many
cousins, nieces and nephews.

A service was held Nov. 28 at St.
Augustine Catholic Church.

Lily M. Soares

Lily M. Soares, a resident of
Dublin, died Nov. 21 with her niece
and nephew at her side.

She was born and raised in
Oakland, living there until 2000,
when she made her home in Dublin.

Mrs. Soares was a proud graduate
of St. Patrick’s Elementary School
and Holy Names High School, class
of 1951 in Oakland. She worked at
Bank of America, Oakland Marin
for over 35 years. She was a mem-
ber of the Native Daughters of the
Golden West Hayward Parlor No.
122, formally of Piedmont Parlor
No. 87. She was also a member of the
Catholic Community of Pleasanton
as well as the Catholic Professional
Women’s Club of San Francisco.

She leaves behind her son, Edward
Soares, his wife, Joyce; and her grand-
daughters, Kethry and Erin Soares of
Lompoc, Calif. Her love and pres-
ence will be greatly missed by her
niece, Lucinda Marques Brainerd,
her husband, Tim; and the loves of

Births

The following information on
Pleasanton births was provided
by ValleyCare Medical Center.

Oct. 30

Jeannie and Gregg Jeffries, a boy
Nov. 2

Karly and Justin Girilli, a boy

Nov. 6

Jennifer and Michael McCarthy,

a girl

Nov. 13

Humera and Sheeraz Shahid, a girl
Nov. 14

Erika and David Vieler, a boy
Nov. 20

Larissa Leon and Christopher Key,
a boy

Cade Alan Vieler

Cade Alan Vieler was born at
6:52 p.m. Nov. 14 at ValleyCare
Medical Center, weighing in at 7
pounds, 14 ounces. He is wel-
comed by parents, David and
Erika Vieler and big brothers and
sister, Jordan, Cole and Emily.
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her life, their children, Mickey and

Casey Brainerd of Dublin. She was
preceded in death by her husband,
Bob Soares; her sister, Henrietta V.
Marques; and her loving parents,
Edward and Lucy Vasquez.

A funeral Mass was held Nov.
26 at St. Elizabeth Seton Church.
She will be laid to rest in the fam-
ily plots at St. Mary’s Cemetery in
Oakland. In lieu of flowers, memo-
rials may be made to Sisters of the
Holy Names, P.O. Box 1907, Los
Gatos, CA 95031.

Deaths, Weddings and Births
are a free editorial service.
Information should be submitted,
typewritten or emailed no later than
Monday at 5 p.m. Send to:

Transitions

Pleasanton Weekly

5506 Sunol Blvd., Ste. 100
Pleasanton, CA 94566

Or fax: (925) 600-9559

Or e-mail:
editor@PleasantonWeekly.com
(subject: Transitions)

Please include a contact name and
telephone number. Not responsible
for lost photos. Information how to
send a photo digitally can be found
on the Weekly’s website: www.
PleasantonWeekly.com.

The Weekly reserves the right to
edit information for space and
format considerations.

Hunternouglas® Beautiful. Functional. Extraordinary. Piroutte.

Window-ology

We Have Window Coverings Down To A Science
Blinds, Shades, Shutters and More...

Exceptional Customer Service
Highest Quality Products ® Great Selection
925.462.1207
4225 Stanley Blvd., Pleasanton, CA 94566
www.window-ology.com

Contractor’s License #904282

Same commitment to excellence.
Same devoted staff.

New name.

You’ve known us for years as The Medicine Shoppes of Pleasanton and
San Ramon. We’ve kept all the services you’ve grown to expect and are
combining them with expanded care programs under our new name,

“Custom Care Pharmacy”.

Look for new community programs and customer offers in the next few months.

Custom Care ?ﬁarmacy

San Ramon
124 Market Place
(Next to Nob Hill)
925.830.0555
9am-7pm Mon-Fri 9am-4pm Sat
www.sanramoncustomcare.com

Pleasanton

4271 First Street
(In Pleasant Plaza)
925.846.4455
9am-7pm Mon-Fri 9am-4pm Sat
www.pleasantoncustomcare.com

Our Name is Our Commitment.
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Holiday Fund

Need intensifies
in ditficult
economic climate

Valley Humane Society committed to helping
humans as well as animals

by Emily West

Pets in the Tri-Valley aren’t immune to
the financial difficulties facing families. As
companies announce work force cuts, people
are realizing they are no longer able to care
for their animals.

David Stegman is executive director at the
Valley Humane Society, one of seven ben-
eficiaries of the Pleasanton Weekly’s annual
Holiday Fund. He said these days they
receive about a dozen calls a week where
even a typical middle class family in a city
the census has deemed the wealthiest midsize
U.S. city can no longer afford their pet.

“It’s just a reflection of what’s happening
in society,” he said. “People are selling their
homes and moving to apartments, many of
which don’t accept pets. These are people
who would never give up their animals under
normal circumstances.”

Stegman said some of these callers are
people without children who consider their
animals their children.

“They’re giving up something precious,”
he said. “Giving up these pets, especially for
the elderly, is a huge factor.”

In a modular facility on Nevada Street
while they wait for their permanent home to
be built, VHS is at capacity with 70 cats and

a waiting list of 40 to 50. Dogs are placed in
foster homes throughout the city.

This increased demand on an already
tight budget has been difficult for the animal
welfare organization, which advocates for
responsible pet ownership and eliminating
unnecessary euthanasia.

“The Holiday Fund is a tremendous finan-
cial boost for us,” Stegman said. “It would
mean $21,000 if the goal is reached. It’s very
timely and very important.”

“We’re not only saving those animals,” he
added, “but we help people. It goes hand in
hand.”

The organization puts on programs and
services to be proactive about animal wel-
fare. Keeler’s Kids is a year-old program
where volunteers go to second grade class-
rooms in Pleasanton to teach responsible pet
ownership.

Wendy McNelley, program director at
VHS, said it’s basically a mock adoption of a
stuffed animal.

“We take the kids to a virtual pet store and
veterinarian, and they learn about the costs,”
she said. “They fill out an adoption applica-
tion and contract, similar to the real ones we
use.”

The excited bunch must then decide who
will feed and clean up after the pets, or even
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Valley Humane Society puts on Critter Camp in August, where kids ages 9 to 12 can learn com-
passion toward animals and conscientious pet guardianship.

Holiday Fund donors

Since the launch of the 2008 Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund, 186 donors have con-
tributed $28,147 to the fund, bringing the total to $56,294 with the match. Thirty-one
anonymous donors have given $4,480 of that total.

Individuals

Jon & Janet Allen.......ccooovviviiiiiinininn *
Andrew Bailey & Lauren Purcell......... 1000
Rick & Dawn Barraza........................... 250
Verla Becker ..o o
Chris & Glenda Beratlis........................ 500
Jan & Jeb Bing.......cccoooiiiii 200
Marie BOSS ...vvvvvviviiiiiiiii 25
James Brice & Carole Peterson.............. *
Richard & Sue Carson..............c.cccoeve.. >
Mike & Diana Champlin ....................... 500
Herbert & Stella Chang........cccocvveeenn **
Sean Chase.......c.ccccccvviiiiiiiiii >
Dr. & Mrs. Leonard Cheney.................. 200
Vincent Ciccarello ........cccccoceiiii 1000
John & Gretchen Clatworthy ................... **
Pauline Coe ... o
Patrick & Wendy Costanzo................... 200
The Craig Family .........cocccooviiiiii, 100
The David Family.............ccooeeiiiin 100
Susan Davis ... 300
Richard & Judy DelTredici...................... 25
Alice DeSrosiers ......cooocvvvvvviiiviiiieeenen 100
Greg & Sue Evans.........cccccceeviiicin, **
Mitch & Patti Fidziura................cccooooe. *x

Alan & Cleo Foster ...........cccccooeeiin.. 100
Mr. & Mrs. Rich Fredette ......................... >
Roy & D’Aun Goble............cccoeeiiii, 100
R.J. & Marsha Grimes ................ccccocone.. *
Bernice Hansen.........c.cccccoii. >
Hank & Corrine Hansen .............c......... 100
Ryan Brown & Julie Harryman ............. 100
Tim & Sharyn Henshaw........................... **
William Herlihy ......ooooociiiii 200
Janice Hermann...............ccoco. 100
Jourdin Hermann............cccccon, 100
Greg & Charla Hilderbrand................. 100
Paul & Ann Hill ..o **
The Huangs.......cccoveviiiiiiii, 107
Charles & Kay Huff........ccoocoviviii, >
Bill & Cathy James .........cccceviiiiiiiin, **
Steve & Bobby Jensen............c.ccoo 500
Rudy & Marge Johnson ....................... 100
The Jolley Family.......cooooviiiiin, >
Jean P. Jones ... 100
Don & Jean Kallenberg................coouv.. >
Mrs. Betty Kirvan..........ccccci, 100
David & Carol Kratky............ccoccvvieiiens 100
Mr. & Mrs. Gary A. Lazarotti.................... >
Mr. & Mrs. Blaise Lofland ..................... 250
John & Jane Loll......ccccoooiiii >
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Cameron & Jill Lorentz.........c...cooeeeenn.. *
Earl & Dorothy MaddoX........................ 100
Al & Lola Malatesta ..........ccccooveiiinnn, 50
Srikant, Christina & Ashley Mantha......... *
Doug & Raeia Marshall ........................ 100
Violet Masini........ccoccovieiiiiiii, 50
Ken & Barbara McDonald....................... >
Howard & Diana Mendenhall .................. >
Mr. & Mrs. John Moffat.............cccceeeinn. >
Frank & Teresa Morgan............c.ccoeeeein. >
Ruth MorlocK .........coociiviiiiiii 100
Jeff & Kathy Narum ..........cccoviin. 100
Greg & Janet O’'Connor............ccccveeene.. >
Mr. & Mrs. John O'Neill .........c.cccooeiiiinn. >
Anne Pearson............ccccovviiiiiiiiii 50
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph F. Pennisi................... >
Jerry & Josine Pentin ...............oco 100
Bob & Orley PhilcoX .......cccoviiiiiinn. 500
Tom & Patty Powers ..........ccccoiiiiiin. >
Felice Price.......cccccvviiiiiiiiiiii 250
Alan & Jean Purves..............ccccoeveeiiii, *
Garrett & Angela Ramirez-Holmes......... 50
Thomas Rasmus........cccccceevviiiiiiiiaiinnn 30
Don & Ann Rathjen........cccccoveiiiiiiinnn. >
Maxine Regalia.........ccocccooiviiiiii. 50
Mike & Lori RiCE .....covveviiiiiiiiiic >
The Ristow Family .......cccccoiiiiis >
Mrs. Rita Rollar.........c.cccccoviii. **
Bill & Pat Ruvalcaba.............c.cccccoene. 300
Swati & Manaj Samel ... 100
Rose M. SChoOP ......ocoviiiiiiiiicc 25
Jerry & Charlotte Severin..................... 100
Steve & Bonnie Shamblin.................... 100
Bob Silva ..o 100
Richard & Corrie Simon.............ccccceeoeen. >

Ted & Dee Slosek ........cccoovviiiiiiiinn, **
Debi, Mike & Alison Smith.............c...o..... **
Pat & Sue Spangler.........ccccoocvviien, 100
The Spencer Family .........cccoooeiiii, **
Duane & Donna Stevens...................... 300
John & Kay Stewart........ccccoccooiiiin **
Nancy Storch.........ccoecvvviiiiiiiiic **
Beverley R. Struthers............ccc.ccooov. >
Brian & Karen Swift ..............coccoei **
Robert & Carole Sygiel..............ccc..c.. 100
Shel & Vivian Thorson ..........cccccoeeeviee, **
Jim & Debbie Tracy ........ccooeviviiiiiiininn, **
Mark & Kathy Tucker..........ccocccciiiin. -
Jerry & Toni Ulrich ..o >
Phillip & Kathi Vermont.............ccoccei. >
Bob & Anne Watson..........cccoceceiiiiinn. -
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Wenig ..........c.cccooe 100
Walter & Martha Wensel...................... 100
Bob Williams.......cccccoiiiii 500
Ms. Kathleen Wright............cccccoiiiinn. 25
The Yamamoto Family ...........ccoccevvinn **
Steve & Becky Yeffa........occcoviiiii 200
The Zong Family.......cccooovvviiiiiinn, 100

As A Gift For
Open Heart Kitchen from Hacienda

Bunco Group .......ccoooeeviiiiiiiiie 100
In Honor of
Grandma Adeline............cccccccccoil **

Pleasanton Community Band from Jerri &
ROD LONG oo >

Dashell, Desmond, Sarah, Chelsea &
Karissa ..o

Our Mom LOra ......cooeeviiiiiiiiiiii **



Holiday Fund

The Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund

The Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund was created to provide financial support from our
readers for a select group of local nonprofit organizations to help alleviate the needs that
exist, despite our community’s prosperity. This marks the sixth year of the Pleasanton Weekly
Holiday Fund. It provides an opportunity to aid local groups at a time when the numbers of
those without jobs or with low-paying jobs and few if any health benefits have increased.

The Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund drive could not exist without the help of the Tri-Valley
Community Foundation and its generous donors. This will enable us to double your donation
and allow your gift of $1 to total $2 to the nonprofits. An added benefit: Neither the Pleasanton
Weekly nor the Tri-Valley Community Foundation will take any fees or expenses for administer-
ing the fund. One hundred percent of donations go to the intended grantees.

We appreciate your support of the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund and these worthy nonprofits.

choose not to adopt a pet. In its second year,
Keeler’s Kids reaches 1,200 students at the
cost of $4 per “adopter.”

“They learn it’s not just cute, cuddly ani-
mals, but that there is a lot of work involved,”
McNelley said.

“Instead of just reacting [to animal res-
cue],” she continued, “we try to prevent them
from coming here in the first place through
education.”

AniMeals is another program VHS does,
which provides regular free meals for the
dogs and cats of seniors and low-income
families. The Just Like New Fund also helps
these groups, as well as sick or injured
rescued animals, with one-time emergency
veterinary care costs, to avoid euthanization.

Other programs include Paws to Read,
where therapy dogs provide incentive for
children to improve reading skills at the
Pleasanton Public Library; and a partnership
with Hope Hospice where animals provide
help for pet placement and other issues for
end-of-life patients.

“The big push we’ve made over the last
two years is to transform from animal rescue
to emphasize the animal-human bond,” VHS
board member Phil Vermont said.

“It’s harder to raise money for animal
groups,” Vermont added. “I love the cause
and the fact that we’re doing animal-human
oversight.”

In addition to the Holiday Fund, VHS is
holding a Holiday Home Tour fundraiser
from 2 to 6 p.m. Sunday. Teaming up with

Volunteer Britney Cooper holds a cat that is
available for adoption. Valley Humane Society is
always looking for volunteers and holds monthly
orientations for anyone who is interested.

downtown shops and homeowners, the event
will kick off the holidays with decorated
homes, complete with vendors, drinks and
treats. Tickets are $35 and can be purchased
at www.valleyhumane.org, at VHS, located
at 3670 Nevada St., or at the following down-
town locations: The Wine Steward, Murphy’s
Paw, Towne Center Books, Three Dog Bakery
and A Touch of Health Day Spa. m

Teddy & Arthur Adams...........ccccceee 50
Harry & Toshiko from Rod, Christina,
Alyssa & Danielle Browning............. 100
Alisal Elementary School
from Chris & Debbie Scott............... 100
Businesses

Applied Security Connections ...............
DeBernardi Development Construction &

Remodeling.......ccoocvviiiiiiii -
Karen E. Morliengo, MFT ..................... 75
Mission Pipe & Cigar Shop ................ 150
Ponderosa Homes...........cooocceiiiiiin. *
The Home Works Group .................... 200
Walt Lupeika, CPA..........c.cc.coovei 100
Wholesale Autos “R” US.........ccoccvieiinn >

In Memory of
Bonnie Zentner

from Jeff & Debi Zentner ................. 100
Jack Harnett from Michael & Kris Harnett **
Mary L. Erickson from Al Copher........... -

Grandma Eva........ccoocooiiiiiiiiiii
Tony Paradiso from Dorene Paradiso-
Carroll ..o >
Dick Waldron from Virginia Waldron ......
George Spiliotopolous, Hank Gomez,
Ed Kinney & Roger Dabney from Ken

Mercer.......ooccciiiiii 300
Richard Marshall from Jason & Sandy
Holliday ... 100

Bob Williams from Mavis Williams..........
Rick Aguiar from Nancy Aguiar-Fargis ..**

John A. Bell from Phoebe Bell ........... 250
Virginia Finegan from John & Julie
Finegan........cccoeeeiiiiiiii 350
Nicholas Daniel Lesser from Bruce &
Kathleen Lesser...........cccccccccvieceenn. 25
Gam & Papa Abbott from The Casey
Family....ocooooii -
Dan Gabor from Ann Gabor............... 100
Beverly Ann Howe-Merrill from Howard
Merrill ..o 100

Roger Dabney, George Jacobsen, Skip
Mohatt & Chuck Volante from Don &
Carol Bush ......ooooiiii *

Gene Strom, Keith Strom & William Kolb
from Carol (Kolb) Strom

John D. Steiner..................

Rich GIUCK.......ccooviiiiic
Kyle J. O’Connor........cccccovvveeii,
Brian Melin from Patricia Melin .............. -
Carolyn L. Juniper from Robert Juniper.**
Leo SCUlly v >

Our Parents from Harold & Gena Gatlin **
Eleanor M. Powers from Tom & Shirley

MYEIS .o 50
Doris Walberg from Todd & Brenda
Walberg ......oooooiiiii 100
Kyle O’Connor from The Dadrass Family
Marilyn Bowe from Jim Bowe.............. 100
Irene & Theresa Baeta from Mr. & Mrs.
Jim Teghtmeyer ..., -
Mary & David DeBernardi from Connie
DeBernardi.......ccccccooviviiiiiiiiii, 200

**The asterisk designates that the donor did not want to publish the amount of the gift.
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How to give

Your gift helps seniors, children and others in need

Contributions to the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund will be increased by the Tri-Valley
Community Foundation. For every $1 contributed, $2 will be donated to these local organi-
zations. All contributions will go directly to programs that benefit Pleasanton and Tri-Valley
residents. Contributions will be distributed by the Tri-Valley Community Foundation to the
seven agencies listed below. No administrative costs will be deducted from the gifts, which
are tax-deductible as permitted by law.

This year, due to the tremendous need of all nonprofits, donations will be shared
equally among the seven recipient agencies.

For more information call us at 600-0840 or e-mail editor @pleasantonweekly.com.

The following agencies will be supported by the Holiday Fund:

e Axis Community Health: Provides medical, mental health, addiction counseling
and health education services to more than 20,000 patients and clients each year, regard-
less of their ability to pay. An estimated 70 percent have no medical insurance or are
underinsured, including some that have recently lost their jobs and health benefits. Call
201-6017 or visit www.axishealth.org.

e Emergency Room Expansion at ValleyCare Medical Center: valleyCare,
a nonprofit health system, needs funds to expand its emergency room, built in 1991 to
accommodate 13,000 patients a year and now handles more than 26,000. It will cost $6.7
million to replace the facility and upgrade equipment, and the Holiday Fund will help get
that started. For more information, contact Ken Mercer at 925-373-4566.

¢ Hope Hospice: Hospice care is unique because it works to not only meet the needs of
those at the end of life but also supports the emotional and spiritual needs of the family as
well. Hope hospice care is provided regardless of the ability to pay and relies on contribu-
tions such as those raised by the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund.

e Open Heart Kitchen: As the only nonprofit free soup kitchen in the Tri-Valley area,
this service provides nutritious meals for low-income people in the Pleasanton-Livermore
area at Trinity Lutheran Church in Pleasanton and Asbury United Methodist Church in
Livermore. Visit www.openheartkitchen.org or call 580-1616.

e Senior Support Program of the Tri-Valley: An independent, nonprofit organiza-
tion, this group offers a variety of services at no cost to seniors or to their families.
Programs include health maintenance, nutrition, fitness, disease prevention, partners-
in-safety, in-home counseling, friendly visiting programs and nurses on staff who
regularly visit clients.

e Tri-Valley Haven: Runs a domestic violence shelter as well as a homeless shelter
for families and a rape crisis center. Its mission is to aid those who have experienced
abuse and offers counseling, a legal clinic and other practical advice. Call 449-5845;
24-hour hotline: (800) 884-8119 or visit www.trivalleyhaven.org.

e Valley Humane Society: This nonprofit group is all volunteers, with the mission
to educate on responsible pet ownership. It assists in rescuing and placing abandoned
or injured animals and operates an adoption center in downtown Pleasanton. It does not
euthanize unless health problems dictate. Call 426-8656.

Name of Donor

Street Address

City State Zip

| wish to designate my contribution as follows:
Q In my name as shown above OR:
Q In honor of: Q In memory of: Q As a gift for:

(Name of person)
Q Business or organization:

Q | wish to contribute anonymously. Q Don’t publish the amount of my contribution.

Fund

Enclose this coupon and send to: The Holiday Fund, Pleasanton Weekly
5506 Sunol Blvd, Suite 100, Pleasanton, CA 94566

+Y CO,
LN
g :

FOUNDATION

Local Dollars Meeting Local Needs

Please make checks payable to The Holida

PLEASANTON

WEEKLY

The Tri-Valley Community Foundation is located at 5674 Stoneridge Dr., Ste. 112, Pleasanton, CA 94588.
More information about the Foundation can be obtained by contacting the organization at the above
address, by calling its President David Rice at (925) 734-9965 or through its website: www.tvcfoundation.
org. The Pleasanton Weekly will make every effort to publish donor names for donations received before

| Dec. 31, 2008, unless the donor checks the anonymous box. All donations will be acknowledged by mail. |
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THE CITY OF

PLEASANTON.

WEEKLY MEETING NOTICES

Planning Commission

Community Pulse

Police Bulletin

Thanksgiving DUI arrests
slightly down

Wednesday, December 10, 2008 @ 7:00 p.m.
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

e PCUP-235, Linda Fong, Plato’s Closet

Application for a conditional use permit to operate a second-hand
store at 4555 Hopyard Road, Suite C-26.

PUD-85-09, Sunrise Senior Living

Review of the determination made by the Director of Community
Development on substantial conformance of the Sunrise Senior Living
facility with the approved PUD-85-09 located at 5700 Pleasant Hill Rd.
PCUP-224, Little Ivy League School

Application for a conditional use permit to operate a tutorial school
with a maximum of 90 students located at 5925 West Las Positas

Between 6 p.m. Nov. 26 and 6 a.m. Sunday, CHP
officers arrested 202 motorists for driving under the
influence in the Bay Area, while 207 were arrested
during that time period last year.

Statewide DUI arrests were also down. The CHP
reported arresting 1,397 compared with 1,497 last
year.

There were two fatal collisions as of Sunday morn-
ing, the same amount that occurred during that time
period last year.

The number of DUI arrests in the Bay Area during
the California Highway Patrol’s maximum enforce-
ment period during the Thanksgiving holiday weekend
was down slightly from last year.

—Bay City News

Boulevard, Suite 200. Zoning for the property is PUD-I/C-O
(Planned Unit Development-Industrial/Commercial) District.

PUD-77, Dutra Trust

Application for a Planned Unit Development (PUD) development

plan approval to subdivide a ten-acre site located at 1053 Happy
Valley Road into five single-family residential lots and one open space
parcel. Zoning for the property is PUD-SRDR/OS (Planned Unit
Development — Semi- Rural Density Residential/Open Space) District.
PUD-75/PSPA-3, Robert Wentworth

Work Session to consider an amendment to the Happy Valley
Specific Plan to rezone an approximately 6.13-acre parcel from

the PUD-SRDR (Planned Unit Development — Semi-Rural Density
Residential) District to the PUD-LDR (Planned Unit Development —
Low Density Residential) District and for a development plan for six
single-family residential parcels at 1157 Happy Valley Road.

Youth Commission

Wednesday, December 10, 2008 @ 7:00 p.m.

Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd.
e Discussion Regarding Youth in Government Day
e Discussion of Valley Teen Job Fair

e Distribution and Discussion Regarding the Book “Good to Great” by
Jim Collins

Trails Ad Hoc Committee (Special Meeting)
Monday, December 8, 2008 @ 7:00 p.m.
Conference Room, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

e Appointment of Trails Ad Hoc Representative to the Bicycle &
Pedestrian Advisory Committee

Parks & Recreation Commission

e The December 11, 2008 meeting of the Parks and Recreation
Commission has been cancelled. The next regularly scheduled
Commission meeting will be held on January 8, 2009

Youth Master Plan Implementation Committee (YMPIC)
Monday, December 8, 2008 @ 6:00 p.m.
Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd.

¢ Facilitated discussion on the Pubic Outreach Process to Update the
Youth Master Plan

Library Commission
Thursday, December 11, 2008
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

e Strategic Goals Discussion
e Election of a Chair and Vice-Chair for 2009

GENERAL INFORMATION
2009 GRANT APPLICATION WORKSHOPS

The Cities of Dublin, Livermore and Pleasanton are co-sponsoring
application workshops for the following programs for FY 2009 (09-10):
Dublin Community Development Block Grant, Livermore Housing and
Human Services Grant, Pleasanton Community Development Block
Grant, Pleasanton City Grant. Staff will discuss the application processes,
and will distribute application packets. Attendance is mandatory to
apply for City of Livermore funding and strongly encouraged for the
Cities of Dublin and Pleasanton. Please choose one workshop to attend
and RSVP as indicated below.

Date: Monday, December 8, 2008

Time: 1:30 pm - 3:30 pm

Location:  Pleasanton City Council Chambers
200 Old Bernal Avenue, Pleasanton

Date: Wednesday, December 10, 2008

Time: 10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Location:  Livermore City Council Chambers

3575 Pacific Avenue, Livermore

To RSVP for a workshop, please contact Tim Shurtleff at
925-960-4016 or tmshurtleff@ci.livermore.ca.us

ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Police Report

The Pleasanton Police Department
made the following information avail-
able. Under the law, those charged
with offenses are considered inno-
cent until convicted.

Nov. 22
* Burglary:
-8:39 a.m. in the 4500 block of
Chabot Drive
e Vandalism:
-7:08 p.m. in the 7000 block of
Johnson Drive
e DUI:
-12:32 a.m. at the intersection of

Santa Rita Road and West Las
Positas Boulevard

Nov. 23
e |dentity theft:
-2:33 p.m. in the 5000 block of
Hillcrest Way
¢ \ehicular burglary:
-10:33 a.m. in the 2600 block of
Calle Allegre
e Drug/alcohol violations:
-12:12 a.m. in the 4800 block of

Hopyard Road; public drunken-
ness

-9:14 a.m. in the 4500 block of
Bernal Avenue; marijuana pos-
session

-8:55 p.m. in the 5800 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road; DUI

-9:40 p.m. at the intersection of
Main Street and Rose Avenue;
public drunkenness

e | ock picking:
-5:39 a.m. at the intersection of
Laurel Creek and Blessing drives
Nov. 24
e Grand theft:

-11:44 a.m. in the 400 block of
Old Bernal Avenue

-5:53 p.m. in the 1600 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road

-5:54 p.m. in the 1000 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road

® Burglary:
-8:11 a.m. at the intersection of

West Las Positas Boulevard and
Lakewood Street

-8:46 a.m. in the 3700 block of
Brockton Drive; vehicular
e Vandalism:
-5:00 a.m. in the 5700 block of
West Las Positas Boulevard
-9:31 a.m. at the intersection
of Dorman Road and Denker
Drive
e Recovered vehicle:
-2:00 a.m. in the 7600 block of
Canyon Meadows Circle
e | ost property:
-5:28 p.m. in the 4600 block of
Laramie Gate Court

AND PUBLIC COMMENT IS WELCOME

The above represents a sampling of upcoming meeting items.
For complete information, please visit

www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/community/calendar
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We buy Gold! Bring in your unwanted gold jewelry

for cash or credit towards your Holiday gift purchase

JEWF.ERS

7.

Gemologist ® Goldsmith ¢ Design
anufacture ® Repair ® European Trained

925.846.7511

614 Main Street
Downtown Pleasanton

Nov. 25
e Theft:
-4:43 p.m. in the 4300 block of

West Ruby Hill Drive; identity
theft

-9:32 p.m. in the 4500 block of
Hopyard Road; grand theft
e | ock picking:
-8:41 a.m. at the intersection

of Crestline Road and Valley
Avenue

Nov. 26
e |dentity theft:
-5:35 p.m. in the 3700 block of
Kamp Drive
e \ehicular burglary:
-1:11 a.m. in the 7000 block of
Johnson Drive
-7:32 a.m. in the 11900 block of
Dublin Canyon Road
e \Jandalism:
-10:33 p.m. in the 5600 block of
Owens Drive
e Underage DUI:
-12:14 a.m. in the 4100 block of
Mohr Avenue
e | ost property:
-1:00 p.m. in the 4300 block of
Second Street

Nov. 27
e Alcohol violations:

-12:36 a.m. at the intersection of
Hopyard Road and West Las
Positas Boulevard; DUI

-12:46 a.m. in the 4100 block of
Moller Drive; public drunkenness

-2:36 a.m. in the 5300 block of
Hopyard Road; public drunken-
ness

-4:29 a.m. in the 500 block of
Main Street; public drunkenness

Nov. 28
o Theft:

-11:59 a.m. in the 200 block of
Roberts Avenue; identity theft

-1:49 p.m. in the 1400 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road; grand
theft

-2:59 p.m. in the 3700 block of
Kamp Drive; identity theft

-5:06 p.m. in the 1300 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road; grand
theft

e Shoplifting:

-2:47 p.m. in the 1600 block of

Stoneridge Mall Road
e Drug/alcohol violations:

-1:10 a.m. in the 5500 block of
West Las Positas Boulevard;
public drunkenness, under the
influence of a controlled sub-
stance

-8:44 a.m. in the 4400 block of
Hacienda Drive; marijuana pos-
session while driving

e | ock picking:

-2:47 p.m. in the 1600 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road



Calendar

Author Visits

Juliette Goodrich Juliette Goodrich,
author of “The Little Light Shines
Bright,” will be signing the book from
2-4 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 13, at Barnes
& Noble, Hacienda Crossings, 4972
Dublin Bivd., Dublin. The book is about
Livermore’s Centennial Light Bulb,
which has been burning for 107 years
at Fire Station No. 6 on East Avenue.
Proceeds benefit the Alisa Ann Ruch
Burn Foundation. Visit www.author-
house.com for more information.

Stacy Malkan Stacy Malkan, author
of “Not Just a Pretty Face: The Ugly
Side of the Beauty Industry,” will
speak at 2 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 7, at
the Livermore Civic Center Library,
1188 S. Livermore Ave. This event is
free. Call 373-5500, ext. 5577 or visit
www.livermore.lib.ca.us.

Civic Meetings
City Council The Pleasanton City
Council meets at 7 p.m. on the first

and third Tuesdays at City Council
Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Ave.

Housing Commission The
Pleasanton Housing Commission
meets at 7 p.m. on the third Thursday
of the month at City Council Chamber,
200 Old Bernal Ave.

Human Services Commission The
Human Services Commission meets
at 7 p.m. on the first Wednesday of
the month at City Council Chamber,
200 Old Bernal Ave.

Parks & Recreation Commission
The Pleasanton Parks & Recreation
Commission meets at 7 p.m. on the
second Thursday of the month at City

Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Ave.

Planning Commission The Planning
Commission meets at 7 p.m. the
second and fourth Wednesday of the
month at the City Council Chamber,
200 Old Bernal Ave.

School Board The Pleasanton
Unified School District Board meets
at 7 p.m. on the second and fourth
Tuesday monthly during the school
year in the district office board room,
4665 Bernal Ave.

Youth Commission The Pleasanton
Youth Commission meets 7 p.m. on
the second Wednesday of the month
at Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353
Sunol Blvd.

Classes

American Red Cross Lifeguard
Training Class City of Pleasanton will
offer an American Red Cross Lifeguard
Training Class from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.,
Mondays, Tuesdays and Fridays, Dec.

22-Jan. 2, at the Dolores Bengtson
Aquatic Center, 4455 Black Ave.
Cost is $165 for residents; $190 for
non-residents. To register, visit the
Aquatic Center office, 4455 Black
Ave.; the Parks and Community
Services Department office, 200 Old
Bernal Ave.; mail a check to City of
Pleasanton, Attn: Aquatics, P.O. Box
520; call 931-3420 or visit www.
ci.pleasanton.ca.us/services/recreation.

Pet First Aid and CPR Murphy’s
Paw will host a Pet First Aid and CPR
class from 9 a.m.-noon, Sunday, Dec.
14, at the store, 410 Main St. Cost is
$35. Learn pet rescue in a low stress
hands-on environment. Call 803-1600.

Yoga For The Holidays Beth Fox
instructs this yoga class during the
stressful holiday times that meets from
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Mondays until Dec.
15, at Lynnewood United Methodist
Church, 4444 Black Ave. No previous
yoga experience necessary. Limited
class supplies available. Fees are $12
for drop-in or $10 for pre-paid series.
Inquire about seniors or students
rates. Call 200-4060.

Clubs

Boutique Textile Art Create home
accessories, wearable art or soft
sculpture. Learn how to piece, appli-
que and embroider ideas into art from
10 a.m. to noon every Tuesday at the
Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353 Sunol
Blvd. Class is free. Bring fabric scraps,
a yard of unbleached muslin, sharp
scissors and dressmaker pins.

Dive Trippers Dive Club Meeting
Come join us for the November meet-
ing of the Dive Trippers Dive Club,

the Tri-Valley’s newest dive club. They
meet at 7 p.m. the second Thursday
monthly at Dive N Trips Dive Center,
1032 Serpentine Lane, Ste. 108. Call
462-7234 or visit www.diventrips.com.

Dublin Job’s Daughters Job’s
Daughters International is an organiza-
tion for young ladies (minimum age

10 for full membership) who enjoy
dances, sleepovers, parties, social
events, snow trips and more. The girls
develop confidence, good character,
life-long friendships, moral and spiri-
tual values, and leadership abilities.
The group meets at 7 p.m., on the
second Wednesday of every month, at
John Knox Church, 7421 Amarillo Rd.,
Dublin. Call (510) 352-4292.

Livermore Lioness Club The
Livermore Lioness Club welcomes

new members at their regular monthly
meeting at 6:30 p.m. the first Tuesday
monthly. The Lioness Club is a service
club, sponsored by the Livermore Lions
Club, that helps many worthy causes

in our community. Lioness main focus
areas are women, children and family
issues, in addition to helping the blind.

AXIS

community health

DID YOU KNOW?

Axis offers the Tri-Valley’s only outpatient drug
and alcohol recovery program for teens. Our accredited
program serves several hundred teens from Pleasanton,
Livermore and Dublin each year.

For more information or to donate to Axis Community Health

online please visit www.axishealth.org.

Axis Community Health...Here when you need us.

Call 443-4543 for more information.

Monthly Meeting of the LAVGC Eric
Nicholas, program naturalist at the new
Alviso Adobe Community Park, will
speak at the monthly Livermore Amador
Valley Garden Club’s monthly meeting
from 7-9 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 11, at
Livermore Amador Valley Garden Club,
1454 Santa Rita Rd. Call 417-8809.

NARFE The Livermore Chapter 0397 of
the National Active and Retired Federal
Employees Association meets at 11:30
a.m. for lunch; 12:30 p.m. for its meet-
ing, the second Thursday monthly, at
Emil Villa’s Restaurant at the corner of
Pacific and S. Livermore avenues in
Livermore. Call 484-0813 or 846-7167.

Pleasanton Mothers Club The
Pleasanton Mothers Club provides a
social, supportive and educational outlet
for moms and their families in the local
community. They meet at 7 p.m. the
third Tuesday monthly. Call 927-2444 or
visit www.pleasantonmothersclub.org.

Women’s Networking Opportunity
The local ABWA E2S chapter meets
at 6 p.m. the third Tuesday monthly at
Four Points Sheraton, 5115 Hopyard
Road, which focus on personal and
professional development for women
in business. Meetings include a guest
speaker and networking opportunities.
Nonmembers are welcome to attend
at a cost of $5 per mesting. Visit
WWW.expresstosuccess.org.

Concerts

‘Sing-It-Yourself Messiah’ Valley
Concert Chorale will host its annual
“Sing-It-Yourself Messiah” at 7 p.m.,
Friday, Dec. 12, at Trinity Lutheran
Church, 1225 Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton.
Tickets are $10. Call 866-4003 or visit
www.valleyconcertchorale.org.

Valley Concert Chorale Annual
Holiday Concerts Valley Concert
Chorale presents its annual Holiday
Concert at 8 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 6,
at First Presbyterian Church, 4th and
L streets, Livermore; and at 3 p.m.,
Sunday, Dec. 7, at Trinity Lutheran
Church, Pleasanton. Tickets are $18
in advance; $20 at the door. Call
866-4003 or visit www.valleyconcer-
tchorale.org.

Events

Free Lunch and Learn Program
ValleyCare Medical Plaza will host
“Acupressure, A Complementary
Therapy To Aid The Healing Process”
presented by Jennifer Dayrel, from
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., Wednesday,
Dec. 10, at ValleyCare Medical
Plaza, 5725 W. Las Positas Blvd.,
Pleasanton. This event is free, but res-
ervations are required by calling 734-
3319 by Dec. 4.

is Fofiud cThe Jou 7y Sed

Mention this ad - we have a gift for you!
in the old Kottinger Barn
200 Ray St. Pleasanton 925-600-0460

A Non-Profit Organization

IHEROCARE

Removing Barriers & Opening Doors

Discounted Services to our Local Heroes!

Home Loans « Real Estate « Insurance - Financial Planning - Credit Restoration
R -

Call today to learn what
Herocare can do for you!

1.877.HERO.411

1.877.437.6411 | www.herocare.org

« Military
« Educators « Medical
« (ity, State & Federal
« Police, Fire, & EMT

Your Howliday
Headquarters!

Bakery Treats % Personalized Stocking Cookies

Holidog Collars % T-Shirts % Toys
Custom Gift Baskets

Gift Certificates

335 Saint Mary Street % Downtown Pleasanton 3 925-426-3364
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Purchase or Reflnance
to 100% of your value!

Call for details & other FHA options!

RPM

MORTGAGE

LI e

Lori Smith
Certified Mortgage Planner

925-461-6959

Ismith@rpm-mtg.com

Angela Aloise
Sr. Loan Agent/VP

925-461-6955

angela@rpm-mortgage.com

* Credit score & income limits apply *
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Free Reverse Mortgage Seminar
Maggie O’Connell will host a free
Reverse Mortgage Seminar from
10:30-11:30 a.m., Friday, Dec. 5, at
Carrows Restaurant, 7505 Dublin
Blvd., Dublin. Refreshments will be
served. Call 344-4500 or visit www.
reversemortgagestore.com.

Holidays in the Vineyards Garre
Winery, 7986 Tesla Road, Livermore,
to feature several arts and crafts
booths from noon to 5 p.m. Dec.

6 and 7. Includes wine and holiday
themed gifts, coat drive, gift drive,
Holiday Stew served in sourdough
bowls, gingerbread, holiday treats,
special wine tastings, hot apple cider
and more. Call 371-8200 or visit www.
garrewinery.com.

Pleasantonians 4 Peace
Pleasantonians 4 Peace sponsors a
candlelight vigil in front of the Museum
on Main, 603 Main St., the second

Wednesday of the month. They will
reflect on the human and monetary
costs of the war, honor veterans who
have sacrificed and visualize ways

of moving beyond this conflict to a
more peaceful world. Following the
vigil is a peaceful march to City Hall.
Contact Cathe Norman, 462-7495;
Matt Sullivan, mjs7882@gmail.com; or
kdowding@pachbell.net.

Preschool Open House
Centerpointe Christian Preschool will
be open for parent tours from 9 to 11
a.m. Dec. 10 and 11. The preschool
is located on the new Centerpointe
Presbyterian Church campus at 3410
Cornerstone Court. The curriculum

is designed to focus on developing
the whole child with age-appropriate

instruction and activities conducted by

a credentialed staff. Call 461-3011 or
visit www.centerpointepreschool.org.

Topics will include:

How to prioritize
Identifying time wasters
Goal setting

e Time management principles
 Tools for organizing time usage

Recognition and causes of stress
Benefits of stress management

Coming soon . .. Aworkshop on

Time and Stress
Management for Teens

Monday, December 8
6:30—8 p.m.
Amador Valley High School library
1155 Santa Rita Road
Pleasanton

High school students and parents of middle and high school
students are invited to come and learn about the relationship
between time management and stress management.

Presenter Susan Calcagno has over 20 years experience in training and curriculum development related
to time, stress, and change management and teaching the balance between work and life.

Sponsored by Amador Valley Adult and Community Education and the
Pleasanton Unified School District

To pre-register, call 925-426-4280 or email publicinfo@pleasanton.kl12.ca.us
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Exhibits

Come Home for the Holidays The
exhibit at Museum On Main, 603

Main St., runs through Jan. 11 and
will showcase winter holiday tradi-
tions in Pleasanton and Pleasanton’s
sister cities Tulancingo, Mexico, and
Blairgowrie, Scotland. The cost is a $2
donation. Call 462-2766 or visit www.
museumonmain.org.

From Livermore to Lhasa Me & MAI
Friend’s Deli Cafe, 4713 First St., Ste.
150, features photography of Carole
Hilton through Dec. 9. Photographs
are from Latin America, Tibet, Spain
and California.

Unifying Threads Experience a
variety of handmade textiles suitable
to wear, show or give from Nov. 15
to Dec. 31 at Worthington Gallery
West, 739 Main St. The show ben-
efits the Cuna Indians as well as
Oxfam’s:Sisters on the Planet. Call
485-1183.

‘Sick and Tired of Being Sick and
Tired?’ Learn how dysfunction of
the brain’s control center can lead
to a variety of pain and symptoms
at a free movie screening from 6:15-
7:30 p.m., Monday, Dec. 15, at the
Pleasanton Library, 400 Old Bernal
Ave. Call 209-9871.

Fundraisers

‘Music in the Halls’ Come and

enjoy wine, chocolate tasting, hors
d’oeuvres, a silent auction and music
at “Music in the Halls” from 7-11

p.m., Friday, Dec. 5, at Carden West
School, 4576 Willow Rd., Pleasanton.
Cost is $25. Proceeds benefit for Wine
for Wheels Foundation. Call 463-6060
or visit www.cardenwest.org.

Bay Area Food Bank LilyAnn’s
Lingerie is collecting food for the Bay
Area Food Bank and will offer a dis-
count when you bring in two cans of
food through December, at LilyAnn’s,
350 Main St. A barrel is outside the
store for donations. Food items that
are needed include canned meats,
fish, vegetables, fruits, beans and
soup; peanut butter; cereal; dry milk
and pasta. Call 846-1950.

Calendars Support the Classrooms
The doorways of downtown Pleasanton
are featured in calendars that will help
raise money for Foothill High and
Lydiksen Elementary schools. The cal-
endars sold out at registration, netting
over $2,000 for the schools; more are
being sold at the following downtown
businesses: Towne Center Books, The
Berry Patch, Milfleur and Sincerely
Yours; as well as at the farmers’ market
Saturday.

Claws for Paws Crab Feast Join
Tri-Valley Animal Rescue from 6 to 10
p.m. Feb. 7 for all-you-can-eat crab
dinner with a no host bar. The event
includes a live and silent auction as
well as a cash drawing raffle. Tickets
are $45 by Jan. 17 or $50. Call 323-
8517 or visit www.tvar.org.

Cool Yule Fundraising Gala The Tri-
Valley’s newest performing arts group,
Pride of the Pacific women’s a cap-
pella chorus, presents their inaugural
concert at 6:30 p.m. Dec. 6 at the
Aahmes Event Center, 170 Lindbergh
Ave. Cool Yule is a dinner show and
will feature a tri-tip dinner (vegetarian
entree available), silent auction and
raffle. Tickets are $35. Call 980-0311
or visit www.prideofthepacific.org.

Music in the Halls This event, from
7 to 11 p.m. Dec. 5 at Carden West
School, 4576 Willow Road, benefits
the Wine for Wheels Foundation,
providing wheelchairs for those in
need. It includes wine and chocolate
tasting, hors d’oeuvres and music by
professional and amateur artists. An
auction will feature four tickets to the
Inauguration of the President and an
Inaugural Ball in Washington, D.C.
Tickets are $25. Call 463-6060 or visit
www.cardenwest.org.

Pose for a Cause The SOLD

Project, which seeks to inspire and
empower individuals to stop child
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prostitution before it begins, is part-
nering with Firestone Photography to
offer family portraits, with discounted
rates and portions benefiting the
organization. There are 22 sessions
available Dec. 6 at Sycamore Grove
Park in Livermore. For details, email
rachelg@thesoldproject.com.

Holiday

Breakfast with Santa Living Vine
Fellowship, 4100 First St., hosts a
pancake breakfast, storytime with
Santa, puppet show by the Fratello
Marionettes, face painting, crafts and
more from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Dec. 20.
Tickets are $5 before Nov. 20 or $7
after. Call 727-7094. Register online at
www.livingvinefellowship.com.

DHS Alumni Association Holiday
Party The Dublin High Alumni
Association is hosting its third annual
Holiday Party at 6:30 p.m. Dec. 12

at Lucky Pizza, 7410 Amador Valley
Blvd., Dublin. Pizza and refreshments
will be provided. Contact DHSAA
Chair Eric Swalwell, eswalwell@dublin-
highalums.org.

Discovery Shop Holiday Store The
American Cancer Society discovery
shop holiday store, 1987 F Santa Rita
Road, is open through Dec. 20 with
decorations, trees and ornaments.
Proceeds benefit ACS.

Holiday Celebrations Around the
World The family show at 11 a.m. and
8 p.m. Dec. 13 at Amador Theater,
1155 Santa Rita Road, will include
seasonal stories and songs from
around the world with appearances by
traditional characters and some sur-
prises. Tickets are $14-$20 for adults
and $8-$16 for children. Call 931-
3444 or visit www.civicartstickets.org.

Holiday Events at Stoneridge
Shopping Center Stoneridge
Shopping Center will host numerous
holiday events during the month of
December. An appearance by Oakland
A's Ryan Sweeney and Travis Buck
from 4-6 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 6, at the
Santa set in the Grand Court. Cost is
$5 or more to benefit the Simon Youth
Foundation. Breakfast with Santa at
10 a.m., Sunday, Dec. 7, in the Grand
Court. Pet photos with Santa from
9:45-10:45 a.m., Sunday, Dec. 14. A
Chanukah Celebration with Chabad of
the Tri-Valley from 4-5:30 p.m., Sunday,
Dec. 28. The mall is located at One
Stoneridge Mall Rd. Call 737-4100.

Holiday Food Drive Pleasanton CPA
firm, JL Consulting, is coordinating a
holiday food drive benefiting people in
need served by the Alameda County
Community Food Bank. Donations of
nutritious, non-perishable foods can
be dropped off at 1024 Serpentine
Lane, Ste. 105 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
weekdays until Dec. 12. Call 846-
1859 or email info@jlcpa.net.

Holiday Home Tour Downtown
Pleasanton homes are decked out for
the holidays and are open for a tour,
festive carolers, treats, wine, live music
and shopping opportunities. The tour
is from 2 to 6 p.m. Dec. 7 and is
hosted by the Valley Humane Society.
Tickets are $35. Call 426-8656.

Holidays in the Vineyards Holidays
in the Vineyards, hosted by the
Livermore Valley Winegrowers
Association, will be held from noon

to 5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday at
participating Livermore Valley wineries,
presenting wine tastings, music, arts
and crafts. Guests are encouraged to
bring toys for Toys for Tots. Holidays in
the Vineyards at Mitchell Katz Winery,
1188 Vineyard Ave., will be from noon
to 5 p.m. Dec. 6 and 7. Tastings are
$5 and there will also be vendors and
a guest appearance by Santa from 1
to 2 p.m. Dec. 7.

Pet Photos with Santa Tri-Valley
Animal Rescue (TVAR) is holding its first
Pet Photos with Santa fundraising event
from 1 to 5 p.m. Dec. 6 at Pet Extreme,
4500 Arroyo Vista, Livermore. It is $20
for two four by six inch photos. All pro-
ceeds benefit TVAR. No appointment

is necessary. For safety reasons all ani-
mals must be in carriers or leashed. Call
447-8903 or visit www.tvar.org.

Santa & Pet Photo Event Bring your
pet to Valley Humane Society, 3670
Nevada St., for a shot with Santa
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Dec. 6 and 7.
Photos digitally printed on site. All ani-
mals welcome on leash or in a carrier.
The cost is $25. Call 426-8656 or visit
www.valleyhumane.org.

St. Philip Annual Santa Breakfast
The public can enjoy a pancake break-
fast and a photo with Santa from 8 to
11 a.m. Dec. 6 at St. Philip Lutheran
School, 8850 Davona Drive, Dublin.
There will also be craft vendors there.
Tickets are $7 for ages 12 and up, $5
for children ages 3 to 11 and free for
ages 3 and under. Call 829-3857.

Valley Dance Theatre to Perform
The Nutcracker The Valley Dance
Theatre presents “The Nutcracker”
with music by the Livermore-Amador
Symphony pit orchestra with carols by
Harmony Fusion Chorus and the Valley
Concert Chorale. Shows are at 7 p.m.
Dec. 13, 19 and 20, and at 2 p.m.
Dec. 13, 20 and 21, at the Bankhead
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore.
Tickets are $23-$31 for adults and $17
for students 17 and younger. Call 373-
6800 or visit www.bankheadtheater.org

Kids & Teens

Tri-Valley High: Home for the
Holidays Creatures of Impulse, City

of Pleasanton Civic Arts’ teen improv
troupe, presents an interactive and
energetic show that is for teenagers, by
teenagers and about teenagers and has
a holiday theme. The audience will be
involved in creating the story from start
to finish. Shows are at 7:30 p.m. Dec.
11 and 12 at the Veterans Memorial
Building, 301 Main St. Tickets are $10
in advance or $15 at the door. Call 931-
3444 or visit www.civicartstickets.org.

Lectures/
Workshops

Mortgage Modification Program
and Stress Reduction Techniques
Learn how you could benefit from

FREE car wash

Schuck’s
Hano Car Wash

and Dent Extractors

7925 Dublin Blvd, Dublin « 925.829.2020
(Next to Kragen and Wheel Works)

----------------------------------------------------------
.

$3 OFF Silver Wash

e Exterior hand wash
towel drying

e Vacuum Interior
(truck on request)

e Dash and console
damp wiped

e (lean windows inside

WITH THIS COUPON

e Tire Dressing

e (Clean Wheels

e Blue Coral Triple
Coat Wax

e Blue Coral Sealant
Protectant

e Air Freshener

mortgage modification with a company
that has a near 90 percent success
rate from 6 to 9 p.m. Dec. 10 at the
Radisson Hotel, 6680 Regional St.,
Dublin. Also included will be tips to help
conquer stress. This class is free, but
registration is required: http://decem-
ber10.eventbrite.com. Call 831-4831.

On Stage

Pan & Wendy Cal State University
East Bay presents Pan & Wendy at 7
p.m. Dec. 12 and 13 and 3 p.m. Dec.
13. Tickets are $8 or $6 for youth,
seniors and alumni; $4 for students
and children. Call 510-885-3118 or

566

elements:

therapeulic

visit class.csueastbay.edu/theatre.
Shows are at the University Theatre,
25800 Carlos Bee Blvd., Hayward.

Seniors

Brain Matters Our brains are vital
organs that deserve the same atten-

Holidays! .= 55 Minute
~~ massage

1

Certificates
at Great
Holiday

prices

$49*

*new clients

Elements Ruby Hill

01 E. Vineyard, Suite 221
Livermore, CA 94551

925.461.1717

www.etmrubyhill.com

Mon-Thurs 9am to 8pm
and Fri-Sun 9am to 7pm

—

For Over. 30 Years,
Quality Assured
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Hours: M-F 10:30am-5:30pm,
Sat 10:30am-4pm

—
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(SILMAR

in Every Step

FLOORING

Residential - Commercial - Hospitality |

(925) 846-7600

www.silmarflooring.com
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New Liuxury Taths

BATH & KITCHEN SHOWROOM

CONVENIENT INSTANT
FINANCING
NO INTEREST AND
NO PAYMENTS FOR

12 MONTHS*

13 E Airway Blvd

Livermore

925 443-2284
NewLuxuryBaths.com

Plumbing e Lighting ¢ Hardware
Showroom Hours: Mon-Fri 9-5¢ Sat 10-4

Affordable
Dental Services

We offer more than a
Beautiful Smile at

viewdental.com

(925) 225-9552

*We accept all major Dental Insurance

Affordable Dentistry for Your Situation.
Your needs. Your wants. Your Smile.

Two Locations

Dublin
7040 Dublin Blvd.

Pleasanton
5720 Stoneridge Mall Rd., #295
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J
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Accessories
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tion to care and maintenance as our
hearts. Engaging in active learning will
help maintain brain health. This new
weekly program, meeting at 10 a.m.
every Friday starting Sept. 5, com-
bines lectures and interactive work-
shops dedicated to improving brain
health and function. The cost is $1.50
for residents or $2 for non-residents.
Call 931-5365.

Celebrate the Season Safely
Holiday food and beverage choices
can interact with medications and
supplements. Keep the cheer in

your holidays by learning to avoid

the adverse side effects that may be
caused by these interactions at 10
a.m. Dec. 9 at the senior center, 5353
Sunol Blvd. Fee is $1.50 for residents
or $2 for non-residents.

Deacon Dave’s Christmas Lights
Seniors are invited to sing and carol

ADVERTISEMENT

Pleasanton

Real Estate News

by
Gerarda
Stocking

DOES THE FEDERAL
RESERVE SET
MORTGAGE RATES?

No—emphatically no. The Federal
Reserve sets the fed funds rate, the
rate at which banks borrow from one
another overnight. This does gener-
ally influence short-term rates, and
sometimes longer-term rates as well,
but the important indicator to watch
if you wish to know where long-term
(15- and 30-year) mortgage rates are
headed is the ten-year Treasury note.
The rates on 30-year fixed-rate mort-
gages tend to track that rate rather
closely.

Notice, though, that the 10-year
note rate is set by open bidding. It
thus is a true market rate, not set by
an individual or an organization, but
by all the people who want to invest
in the note at a particular time.

Now, if the Fed raises or lowers its
fed funds rate, does that have a strong
effect on any mortgages? Yes. The
prime rate charged by banks—which
many construction loans and other
adjustable mortgages are linked to-
rises and falls with the fed funds rate.

More important, perhaps, is the
simple fact that that the Fed’s action
lets the markets know where it intends
short-term rates to go. Adjustable rate
mortgages are then moved into align-
ment with their index, usually a short-
term rate like the 1-year Treasury, and
thus the Fed had more of a say regard-
ing adjustable loans than long-term
fixed-rate loans.

The moral of this story? The finan-
cial issues surrounding mortgages are
always too complex to be explained
with simplistic answers. When ques-
tions arise, seek out the seasoned wis-
dom of your real estate and mortgage
advisors. For help with your transac-
tion or more information call Gerarda
Stocking at 846-4000 or visit her
website at www.gerardastocking.com.

Gerarda Stocking is the Owner/Broker
of Stocking Realty.

all the way to Deacon Dave'’s for

a Christmas Light Extravaganza in
Livermore from 6-8:30 p.m., Thursday,
Dec. 18, meeting at the Pleasanton
Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd.
Meet at the Senior Center for light
refreshments, then board Pleasanton
Paratransit vans. Tour includes light
walking, so dress accordingly. Cost
is $8 for residents; $10 for non-resi-
dents. Reservations are required; call
931-5365.

Hometown Holiday Parade \Want
to fulfill your dream of being in a
parade? Seniors (62 years or older)
will board Pleasanton Paratransit vans
to join in the Pleasanton Hometown
Parade from 4:30-7 p.m., Saturday,
Dec. 6, meeting at the Pleasanton
Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. Light
refresments will be served. Only 20
spots are available, so register early;
call 931-5365.

Pleasanton PC Users Group The
PC User Group meets monthly at
10 a.m. on the fourth Thursday of
the month at the Pleasanton Senior
Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. You don’t
need to be an expert to attend, we
have all skills levels in our meetings.
Call 931-5365 or visit pleasenior.
googlepages.com for more info.

Advent Lessons and Carols
Anticipate the coming holiday with a
special service filled with choral song
and scripture at 10:15 a.m. Dec. 7 at
St. Clare’s Episcopal Church, 3350
Hopyard Road. All are welcome. Call
462-4802 or visit www.stclarespleas-
anton.org.

Bible Study Fellowship The
33-week study of The Life of Moses

Dublin, CA 94568

BAY LlGHTlHG

LIGHTING

HOME ACCESSORIES

20% Oft

With this ad
On In Stock Items

We will meet all internet pricing. Why shop on the internet when you
can shop at a beautiful showroom and receive the same pricing?

* Extensive Selection of Lighting Fixtures
* Professional and Knowledgeable Staff
* Comfortable Setting with Competitive Prices

6694 Amador Plaza Road 925-803-8230 www.bay-lighting.com

* Not to be used in conjunction with any other Sale or Items in our Blow Out Sale.

Come in for
a copy of our
flyer with
over 200 sale
items!

Pick your gift while supplies last

25' x 1" High Visibility Tape Rule
Bright color for easy identification and
location. Mylar-coated blade for added
durability and corrosion resistance.

R 776 854 B4

While supplies last. Consumer responsible for
taxes. Limit 1

You Pay 4. 99

While supplies last.

Atter 4.99
Mail-In
Rebate

BARGAIN
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BARGAIN

29-Pc. Drill & Screwdriver Bit Set
Contains black oxide drill bits.
Stored in a heavy-duty plastic
case. R 103 955 B5

Sharpening
PER
only $100 KNIFE

with coupon only

Workbench True Value Hardware
1807 Santa Rita Rd ¢ Phone (925) 846-0660

Corner of Valley and Santa Rita next to Sunshine Saloon

truevalue.com
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begins Sept. 8. Women’s classes
meet at 9:25 a.m. Wednesdays at
Cedar Grove Church, Livermore;
and 6:55 p.m. Mondays at Valley
Community Church. Men’s class
meets at 6:55 p.m. Tuesdays at
Community Presbyterian Church in
Danville. Call 877-273-3228.

Compline with Taize Music End the
day with candlelight, choral song and
contemplation at 5:15 p.m. Dec. 14

at St. Clare’s Episcopal Church, 3350
Hopyard Road. Stay after the service
for fellowship of a covered dish supper.
Donations accepted. Call 462-4802 or
visit www.stclarespleasanton.org.

Faith Chapel Assembly of God
Faith Chapel Assembly of God, 6656
Alisal St., has Sunday school for all
ages at 9:30 a.m. and worship at
10:30 a.m., with nursery for both ser-
vices. Children’s church, ages 3-12,
meets at 11:15 a.m. Women'’s Bible
study meets at 10 a.m. Wednesdays.
A prayer at 6 p.m. is held the first and
third Monday of the month. Call 846-
8650 for more programs.

Returning Catholics Program
Inactive & Returning Catholics:
Consider this an invitation to take
another look at the Catholic church.
We provide discussion of important
issues in today’s church, education on
current belief and practice. Tell your
story and renew your faith in a sup-
portive and non-judgmental environ-
ment. Meetings are from 7 to 9 p.m.
Wednesdays at St. Elizabeth Seton
Catholic Church, 4001 Stoneridge Dr.
Call 474-2760.

The Longest Night Come discover
God as a light in your personal dark-
ness at a special service of prayers,
scripture and meditations at 7 p.m.,
Sunday, Dec. 21, at St. Clare’s
Episcopal Church, 3350 Hopyard Rd.
Call 462-4802 or visit www.stclare-
spleasanton.org.

Women'’s Christian 12 Step
Discover how much comfort there is
in the journey of recovery walking with
the Good Shepherd every STEP of the
way. This group meets at noon every
Friday and Saturday at Shepherd’s
Gate, 1660 Portola Ave., Livermore.
Call 443-4283.

Sports

Callippe Niners Callippe Niners is a
fun group of nine-hole women golf-
ers. We are currently welcoming new
members into our group. Our play
days are Tuesday mornings. Call Joan,
462-1054.

Cheer Clinic Foothill High School’s
nationally ranked cheer squad will be
holding a cheer clinic from 8:30 a.m.

t0 2:30 p.m. Dec. 20. They will teach
new dances, cheers, jumps, motions
and other fun cheer games. The cost
is $45, which also includes a T-shirt,
certificate, prizes and lunch. A parent
performance will be at the end of the
day. Space is limited. For registration
and information, email Suzanne Oliveira
at suz96GT@aol.com or call 510-226-
8832 or Kim DedJoy at kdejoyfhscheer@
comcast.net or call 360-6102.

Mountain Rides Join cyclists of all
levels for this friendly, no-drop moun-
tain ride which lasts approximately
two hours. Riders should be in good
fitness, have a well-adjusted, safe
mountain bike and general knowledge
of bike handling skills. Odd-numbered
months, the Cyclepath group goes

to the Pleasanton Ridge and even-
numbered months, they go to Lake
Chabot. For the ridge rides, meet the
Cyclepath group at the Foothill stag-
ing area. Rides are from 6 to 8 p.m.
For more information, contact rides@
cyclepath.com or call 485-3218.

support
Groups

Alzheimer’s Disease Support The
Alzheimer’s Association has developed
a checklist to help recognize the pos-
sible warning signs of the disease as
well as suggestions to help make the
holiday season enjoyable. Call (800)
272-3900 or visit www.alz.org.

Cancer Support Group A general
support group for people with cancer
and their loved ones meets from 2 to
4 p.m. Tuesdays at ValleyCare Health
Library, 5725 W. Las Positas Blvd. Call
933-0107 or visit www.twcba.org.

Caregiver Support Group This sup-
port group meets Dec. 8 at the Senior
Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. It explores
resources and generates problem-
solving ideas through the Senior
Support Program of the Tri-Valley. Call
931-5389.

ClutterLess (CL) Self Help Group
ClutterLess (CL) is a nonprofit, peer-
based, self-help, support group

for people with difficulty discarding
unwanted possessions. Cluttering is
a psychological issue, not an organiz-
ing issue. They meet at 7 p.m. every
Monday at the St. Mary and St. John
Coptic Orthodox Church, room 7,
4300 Mirador Drive. Call 200-1943
(woman) or 297-9246 (man) or visit
www.clutterless.org.

Death Support Group The death of
a loved one is unlike any other loss.
Whether the death was sudden or
one with warning, the reality of death
leaves most of us in a state of shock.
Join this group at 7:30 p.m., on the
second and fourth Thursday of every
month, at St. Elizabeth Seton Church,
4001 Stoneridge Dr. The meetings are
open to all, regardless of religious ori-
entation. Call Mary at 846-5377.

Overeaters Anonymous Do you
worry about the way you eat?

You are not alone. Overeaters
Anonymous may have the answer for
you. This is not a diet club. OAis a
fellowship of people recovering from
compulsive overeating, starving and/
or purging. OA offers mutual support
and a helpful plan of action. They
meet at 7 p.m. every Tuesday at St.
Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church,
678 Enos Way, Livermore. Visit www.
diablovallyeyoa.org.

Prostate Cancer Support Group
The Man to Man American Cancer
Society program is designed to help
men cope with prostate cancer by
providing community based educa-
tion and support to patients and their
family members. The group meets

at 7:30 p.m. the second Tuesday of
the month at San Ramon Regional
Medical Center’s south conference
room, 7777 Norris Canyon Road, San
Ramon. Men at any stage of prostate
cancer and their family members are
welcome. Michael Stephens, MST,
facilitates. Call 933-0107.

Tri-Valley Parkinson’s Support
Group The group meets at 10 a.m.
on the second Saturday of each
month at the Pleasanton Senior
Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd., to pro-
vide information and support for
Parkinson’s patients and caregivers.
Call 831-9940.
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Holiday PhoDOGraphy!

Sunday, December 7% 11am to 5pm

Join us for a
holiday photo
session with
professional pet
photographer Pam
Biasotti!

- Please visit or call to
schedule an
Proceeds benefit
appointment

Tri-Valley
Animal Rescue ! » !

MURPHY’S | Va\YY%

.*"‘“’ We,,

READERS

410 Main Street, Pleasanton CA

(925) 600-8925 www.murphyspaw.com

Once you’ve bought
consignment jewelry,
you’ll never want to
pay retail again!

raealats

L

SPECIALIZING IN THE CONSIGNMENT SALE OF
QUALITY FURNITURE, ACCESSORIES AND JEWELRY.

San Mateo Saratoga

650.557.8979 408.871.8890
1888 S. Norfolk 600 El Paseo de Saratoga
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20% off
all
Christmas
items Dec.

6th and 7th.

e GIFTS

i C T 10 QA /) .,‘:'.,,.‘.“
| [Chronicland AdutéPaint fy
. '\ [ Neurological Disorders'
i er Respiratory Disorder:

il ;pigesﬁve'Disdrilérs i

i - Urinary, Menstrtal
'\ and Reproductive Disorders ||

Insurance Accepted i JImmune'l unctﬁn '
Flexible appointment hours .ﬂ' Y ns E" +
T _ -8
| Eye and Ear Disorders g1 T
Depression, Anxietzwomh il
. . |
| Facial Rejuv o
925998 47 6 8 1/2 off initial visit when
o . you mention this ad.
1M
4133 Mohr:Ave. Suite I, Pleasanton, CA 94566
www.InBalanceA cupuncture.com

e SEASONAL
DECORATIONS

[ J - ha TECHNOLOGY
CANDLES TeCh "-:? CU ceoruwon | IMlort gage

e FINE HOME
ACCENTS

' Gifts & Home Accents

Tech CU’s Dublin
Financial Center

is relocating to

Shops at Tralee

Eline Kaufman 6601 Dublin Blvd.
Mortgage Consultant (off Dougherty Rd.)
(925) 216-1468 . .
ekaufman@techcu.com Visit .
B www.techcu.com/dublin
for details

Ask about our 7 day close guarantee!

Tech CU—A great place for home loans

THE CITY OF

PLEASANTON:

The City of Pleasanton invites you to apply for a position on
the following standing commissions and committees:

e Civic Arts Commission

e Parks & Recreation Commission

¢ Housing Commission

e Planning Commission

® Human Services Commission

e Youth Commission (Youth and Adult)

e Library Commission

Economic Vitality Committee
Representatives are being sought in the following catagories:
e Business At-Large
e Citizen At-large
e Commercial Real Estate Development
e Commercial Service Firm
e Community Based Organization
e Environmental Industry
¢ Financial Services
e Infrastructure
e Medical Services
¢ Medical Technology
* Residential Real Estate Broker

Energy and Environment Committee (7 members including one youth)

Alameda County Paratransit Advisory Committee
The City of Pleasanton and the Pleasanton Unified School
District Liaison Committee invite you to apply for a position
on the Youth Master Plan Implementation Committee.

e Senior Citizen Representative

¢ Village High School Representative (2 Positions)

* Hart Middle School

e Harvest Park Middle School

¢ Pleasanton Middle School

e Parent at Large (Pre-School Student)
Applications for commissions and committees are available
at the City Clerk’s office, 123 Main Street, Pleasanton or on
the City’s Website at www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us. For additional
information, call the office of the City Clerk at (925) 931-5027.
APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED NO LATER THAN

5:00 P.M., FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2008.

POSTMARKS ARE NOT ACCEPTED.




