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531 Main Street
Downtown Pleasanton 

925.846.2772 
www.MDLaserSpa.com

$75 off
Restylane® 
and Perlane 

New clients only.
 Mention this ad. 
PLW Exp. 6-30-08

Lunchtime, Evening 
& Weekend 

Appointments

Financing & 
Gift Certifi cates 

Available

Nasolabial folds after two 1mL
syringes of Restylane®

Individual results may very.

888.SOL.CITY I 888.765.2489 
SOLARCITY.COM

Contact us for a 
FREE solar consultation

As little as

$0DOWN
$67/MO.

AND PAY LESS FOR ELECTRICITY
SWITCH TO SOLAR

Copyright, 2008 SolarCity. All rights reserved. A solar power sta-
tion is customized for your home, so fi nancing terms vary based 
on system size, government rebates and local utility rates. A 
lease for a 2.4kW system starts at $67 per month with an annual 
increase of 3.5% each year for 15 years. Optional buyout price 
of $7,000 at the end of the term. Financing not available in all 
areas. CA CSLB 888104. Promo Code: BKWPW
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Educating the Whole Child
In addition to our summer camp, 
Carden West offers academic-based 
preschool for children 18 months to 
5 years old and elementary school, 
kindergarten through 5th grade. 
Our Preschool operates year-round.

• Special Events & Programs 
• Weekly Rates Available K-5 Camp
• Field Trips
• Academic & Instructional Activities 
• Preschool Summer Session —
  Toddlers, 2 Year Old Program, 
  3 Year Old Program 
  & Pre-Kindergarten

Carden West School 
Success for every child,

 every day

School Tours Every 
Tuesday & Saturday

10:00 am to 12:00 noon
or by appointment at 
(925) 463-6060

www.cardenwest.org

Conveniently located 
in Pleasanton near the 
580/680 interchange at 

4576 Willow Road,
Hacienda 

Business Park
**Tuition Discount available 
for individuals who work in 

Hacienda Park.

**Special offers can not be combined

Summer Camp 2008

Enrollment for the 2008-2009 
school year is currently underway

Enroll for Fall...
...Save in Summer

call for details

Town 
Square
Forum

READ MORE/COMMENT

‘ ’
The best Mexican in the  
Tri-Valley is Fiesta Taco.  
Hands down.

PLEASANTON  2 California Avenue     925-461-4290
PLEASANTON  3420 Stanley Blvd.     925-462-4900
PLEASANTON  4216 Rosewood Dr.     925-734-3444
LIVERMORE  1485 First St.     925-455-4330
DUBLIN    6028 Dougherty Rd.     925-833-9700

TOURING

PERFORMANCE

FUEL SAVER 
COUPON

 Must Present Coupon. Offer expires 5/30/08

Includes: 

COOLANT / 
ANTIFREEZE SERVICE

 Must Present Coupon. Offer expires 5/30/08

Includes: 

$4995
LUBE, OIL, FILTER

& 4-TIRE ROTATION

Most Cars

 Must Present Coupon. Offer expires 5/30/08

Includes: 

$1795

$2500
BRAKE SERVICE

 Must Present Coupon. Offer expires 5/30/08

$5000

Off
$2500

Off

Off

ECONOMY

$3995 $5495
As 

Low
As

As 
Low
As

P175/65R14 P175/70R13 82S

P195/60R14
VSB

P185/60R14 $45.99
P195/65R14 $46.99 
P185/65R15 $47.99 
P215/60R15 $56.99

VALUE

INVADER SPORT EAGLE GT- HR

INTEGRITY

P185/65R14  $49.00 
P195/70R14  $53.00
P195/65R15  $59.00

Republic

Republic

ENSIGN

$3999 $7495

P185/70R14 $60.95
P195/70R14 $62.95
P205/70R16 $79.95
P235/65R17 $94.95
P235/65R17 $105.95

RyNck TIRE & AUTO
CENTERS

Buy any four Goodyear®or 
Dunlop® brand tires and 
receive four FREE tickets 
to Great America!
Offer valid at participating Goodyear Retailers for tire purchases made 05/04/08 – 05/31/08. 

See Retailer for complete details. Tickets valid through 11/02/08. 

Subject to availability. Hurry! While supplies last! © 2008 Cedar Fair Entertainment Company. All rights reserved.

All Goodyear
Eagle Tires
On Sale!
Sale valid May 3 though May 31, 2008.

P195/60R15 $78.00
P215/65R15 $82.00 
P205/65R15 $83.00 
P215/60R16 $97.00

P185/65R14

P leasanton Presbyterians 
will throw open the doors 
to their new multi-million-

dollar church campus Sunday, an 
appropriate time since it’s Mother’s 
Day, a 102-year-old special obser-
vance that got its start in churches. 
With its new name of Centerpointe 
Presbyterian Church—marking its 
central location to the Tri-Valley 
cities of Dublin, Livermore and 
Pleasanton—the campus is still 
a work in progress, with at least 
two more large structures, includ-
ing a main sanctuary, to be built 
over the next five-to-10 years. For 
now, after being “on the road” 
since moving out of its former 
church facility on Mirador Drive, 
the congregation will worship in 
the unique, green Sprung structure 
that’s highly visible at the north end 
of the 6-acre corner site at Valley 
Avenue and Busch Road. The 
other new buildings house adult 
meeting and fellowship rooms, a 
youth center and the church’s new 
Centerpointe Christian Preschool 
at Ironwood, which will also be 
used for Sunday School and other 
after-school activities.
 I walked the campus last week 
with fellow newsman Tim Hunt, 
a longtime member of Pleasanton 
Presbyterian. With us were Mike 
Barris, the church pastor; Geoff 
Haskell, pastor to youth and 
families; Rob Bryceson, director 
of worship and adult education; 
and Heidi Maher, who with Tina 
LaDue is co-director of the chil-
dren’s ministry and nursery coor-
dinator.
 New technology has taken over 
churches and the most advanced, 
sophisticated systems are in place 
at Centerpointe. All 400 families 
are now in the church computer 
base and each can be accessed by 
age, gender, interests and availabil-
ity. Email, instant messaging and 
text messaging offer quick com-
munications whether parishioners 
are at home or on the road. With 
the campus open to the public, 

security is tight. No more just drop-
ping off or picking up your child 
from Sunday school or preschool. 
Your child has a special confiden-
tial code and only when you give 
that can the young one be released. 
The child’s medical data and other 
information must also be on file. 
Teachers, whether paid or volun-
teers, as well as anyone involved 
in youth activities, must be cleared 
with extensive background checks 
before being allowed to handle 
those responsibilities.
 Over in the Sprung structure, a 
trademarked name for a stressed 
membrane, blimp-like structure 
similar to those once positioned 
on Ground Zero in New York City 
during clean-up efforts, Bryceson 
has put together a large plat-
form where Barris will give his 
sermons and share with choirs, 
bands and many others involved 
in the church’s “blended tradi-
tional” service at 9 a.m. and more 
robust, contemporary service 
at 10:30. With the acoustics in 
the Sprung structure considered 
“better than superb,” Bryceson 
already has booked concerts and 
shows in a city where space for 
major presentations is hard to 
find. The Las Positas College 
choir may make Centerpointe is 
regular concert home. On June 
23, the University of the Pacific 
will present its version of the 
theatrical show called “Joe.”
 An outdoor courtyard abut 
equal-distance from the church’s 
main buildings offers a quiet, 
nicely landscaped retreat that’s 
open to anyone during daylight 
hours with the CenterPerk cof-
fee and refreshment center and a 
small lending library just a few 
steps away. Kat Repose, the brew-
master, makes a wicked double 
latte and Italian soda which are as 
good as Starbucks’ but with one 
special ingredient that she always 
adds: love. There will be a lot 
of that to go around on Sunday. 
Happy Mother’s Day. 

   AroundPleasanton
by Jeb Bing

Presbyterians to 
honor mothers at 

new church complex

About the Cover
Cindy De Pretis, with son Chris who turns 20 in June, is one of many 
Pleasanton moms whose children are serving in the military. Chris De 
Pretis is currently in Iraq and while it is hard for Cindy De Pretis to be apart 
from her son this Mother’s Day, she is proud of the man he’s become. 

Vol. IX, Number 15

The Pleasanton Weekly is published weekly by Embarcadero Publishing Co., 5506 
Sunol Blvd., Suite 100, Pleasanton, CA 94566; (925) 600-0840. USPS 020407. 
The Pleasanton Weekly is mailed free upon request to homes and apartments in 
Pleasanton. Voluntary subscriptions at $30 per year ($50 for two years) are welcome 
from Pleasanton residents. Subscription rate for businesses and for residents of other 
communities is $40 per year. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Pleasanton 
Weekly, 5506 Sunol Blvd., Suite 100, Pleasanton, CA 94566. © 2007 by Embarcadero 
Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reproduction without permission is strictly prohibited.

Check out

every day



Make your Mom the talk of the town! This Mother’s 

Day give her a gift that’s worth its weight in gold. 

Purchase an inscribed brick that will be permanently 

installed at the Firehouse Arts Center in downtown 

Pleasanton. This unique gift will serve as a lasting 

reminder of your mother and your family’s 

commitment to the arts and 

our community. 

 (925) 846-1007 
www.pleasantonartsfoundation.org
400 Main Street, Suite 214B, Pleasanton

Bricks $150
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Group Fitness is breathing new life into exercise routines everywhere. 
ClubSport offers energizing classes for every fitness level, Get the 
Power of Group Fit. 

yo
u

r a
c

tiv
ity

www.clubsports.com

(925) 271-0553
Some restrictions apply. Coupon must be presented to receive 3-day guest pass and membership discount,  

only one coupon per household. Guest pass limited to local residents over 21 years of age.

Q:
Should the government 
collect DNA from anyone 
who is arrested, which 
is being proposed?
Asked Downtown

Lynne Sullivan
Chiropracter

I think it is a good idea but I think 
a person should be convicted of the 
crime before DNA is collected.

Jim Mirr
Finance VP

A person would need to be 
convicted of a crime before DNA 
could be collected. I have a problem 
with the government having 
samples of innocent people’s DNA. 
There are many minor offenses 
that the general public commits on 
occasion that should not warrant 
collection of their DNA. 

Merry Sedlak
Marketing

I think it’s a good idea. Chances 
are if someone is arrested, there is 
a good chance they already have 
a record and we will be able to go 
back and solve crimes that have been 
unsolved. The government has all 
kinds of information on us all—tax 
records, fingerprints—DNA samples 
just fall into the same category.

Mandy Li
Nurse

For future leverage in the case of 
a crime, the society would have 
DNA to match the scene, the crime 
and the possible suspect. Even if 
a person is not proven guilty yet, 
there would be no concern if you 
are innocent. What does it matter?

Tony Gervasi
Retired

I am conflicted about the idea. I 
can see it either way. I’d like to 
see criminals convicted because of 
DNA, but then again I’m against 
giving up personal rights. Overall, 
I have mixed feelings, but I lean 
more toward supporting the idea. 
It could help solve new and old 
crimes.

StreetwiseStreetwise

Have a Streetwise question? E-mail: editor@PleasantonWeekly.com
Compiled by Cybele Ryan
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Barton reading  
volunteers needed
 The Barton Reading Program 
is looking for volunteers to serve 
as tutors to students in the dis-
trict. No experience is necessary 
and training is free. All materials 
are provided to help students 
work toward grade level or above 
in reading and spelling. Currently 
80 volunteers are helping 135 
students. An informational meet-
ing will be at 7 p.m. May 19 
in room RSP 2 at Valley View 
Elementary School, 480 Adams 
Way. Call Christina at 426-4231 
or 596-0292 or email Christina.
clark2@comcast.net. 

Youth to gather  
for human rights
 Amador Valley High School’s 
Amnesty International Club will 
host a human rights conference 
for Bay Area youth from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. May 31 at the school, 
1155 Santa Rita Road. The con-
ference will center around Africa 
with such issues as genocide, 
human trafficking, poverty and 
AIDS. Registration is $5 and is 
due by May 20. Visit www.ama-
dordons.com/Amador/projects.
html. 

Activities honor 
museum month
 The Amador Livermore 
Valley Historical Society and the 
Museum On Main Street, 603 
Main St. host events from May 
14 to 16 to celebrate National and 
International Museum Month. A 
list of activities can be found at 
www.museumonmain.org or by 
calling 462-2766. Visitors are 
encouraged to dress in historical 
costume. General admission to 
the museum is a suggested dona-
tion of $2 per person.    

Walk, wine and  
dine next Sunday
 The Kiwanis Club presents its 
Sunday Stroll, a restaurant and 
wine tasting walking tour, at 1:30 
p.m. May 18. Beginning at Gay 
90’s Pizza, 288 Main St., the tour 
will make six stops along Main 
Street. Tickets are $35 and are 
limited. Call Dawn, 846-5858 or 
Chuck, 294-9981 for tickets. 

Corrections
The Weekly desires to correct  
all significant errors. To request  
a correction, call the editor  
at (925) 600-0840 or e-mail:  
editor@PleasantonWeekly.com

News Digest Amador named 4th in ‘We the People’
‘Incredible team experience’ for 29 top seniors as 11-month program wraps up

by Jeb Bing

Amador Valley High School’s competition 
civics team was named the fourth place 
winner Monday night in the national “We 

the People” competition in Washington, D.C.
 The announcement of the top 10 winning 
teams came at an awards banquet for all 51 
high school teams at the Omni Shoreham Hotel. 
More than 1,500 students, teachers, coordina-
tors, judges and other program participants were 
in the audience.
 Amador, which won the state championship 

earlier this year and again represented California 
in the national competition, trailed East High 
School of Denver, Maggie L. Walker Governor’s 
School for Government and International Studies 
of Richmond, Va. and Grant High School of 
Portland, Ore. in the contest.
 For the 29 seniors from Amador, the ban-
quet marked the end of 11 months of studies 
on the Constitution and Bill of Rights as part 
of the Competition Civics class taught by vet-
eran social studies teacher Brian Ladd, the 
Pleasanton school district’s Teacher of the Year 

in 2006. The competition civics class lasts only 
for the first semester, so the students had to meet 
after school and on weekends as they prepared 
for “We the People” competitions.
 Amador has become one of the better known 
high schools on Capitol Hill, finishing second in 
the national contest in the last two consecutive 
years and one of the top 10 schools nationally in 
1992, 1994, 1996, 2000 and 2004, and now, in 
2008. It won the national title in 1995. 

by Emily Atwood

A gents from the U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) searched 
area El Balazo restaurants, including the 

Hopyard Road and Wal-Mart shopping center 
locations, on claims of possible employment 
violations. 
 Capt. Eric Finn said the arrests stem from the 
business practices of the restaurant chain, which 
has locations in Pleasanton, Danville, Concord, 
San Francisco, San Ramon and Lafayette. 
 Virginia Kice, spokeswoman for ICE, said 
the 10 locations were searched as part of 
an ongoing criminal investigation. While she 
gave no details on how many were arrested, 
Kice confirmed that arrests were made and 
the people are being processed and placed in 
immigration removal.
 “Some may be detained and others may be 
released for humanitarian reasons,” she said.
 Kice said family members of those arrested 
can call 415-844-5345 if they have any ques-
tions. 
 “These are not 
criminal arrests,” 
she added. “The 
people arrested 
were taken into 
custody for being 
here in violation 
of our immigration 
laws.”
 While not spe-
cifically related to 
this case, Kice said 
there have been 
several problems with businesses employing 
illegal immigrants throughout the country. 
 “[Illegal immigrants] are often exploited by 
businesses that hire them,” she said. “It also 
gives businesses an unfair economic advan-
tage. Another trend we’re finding recently is 
that increasing numbers of illegal aliens are 
using the identities and the identity informa-
tion of U.S. citizens and lawful residents to 
obtain their jobs. That has serious conse-
quences on the identities they steal.”
 Enforcement found identity thefts from ille-
gal workers at a poultry processing plant in the 
Midwest. According to Kice, there were reports 
of lost medical benefits and a false arrest all 
resulting from identity thefts. 

Children’s center will reopen  
for fall program Sept. 29

G ingerbread Preschool will close on May 
23 for renovations that will take place 
over the summer, according to the city.

 The popular tot center will re-open on Sept. 29 
for the first day of its fall program. In its 40-year 
history in the Pleasanton community, Gingerbread 
has launched the academic and social lives of 

more than 8,000 children with a focus on learning 
through play and participation. 
 The renovations mark the first major upgrades 
to the current Gingerbread site, located at 4333 
Black Ave. (at Santa Rita Road) in 18 years, 
according to city spokeswoman Joanne Hall. The 
new design includes a concrete play/art terrace, 
trellis canopy, music wall, hand pump and water 

Gingerbread Preschool  
closing May 23 for renovations

City’s Open House a hit

H undreds enjoyed a weather-perfect Saturday at a city of Pleasanton open house that 
included firefighting and police demonstrations along with exhibits and presentations 
by many of the city’s 535 employees and managers.

 The event, held at the municipal Operations Service Center, gave residents a chance to walk 
through the maze of separated repair shops and paint stations at the center, to talk to and watch 
mechanics, sign painters, street maintenance crews and even the guys who hang the sign in the 
middle of night every Monday morning under the Main Street arch talk about and demonstrate 
their work.
 Crowds jammed that special room set up to show the intricacies of the city’s overhead video 
cameras mounted atop light poles at many intersections and other traffic monitoring devices 
that determine if motorists will get the green light or a red as they approach. With some of the 
newer cameras and more sophisticated installations, photos coming from Bernal Avenue and 
First Street showed cars and even front seat drivers and passengers, although not clear enough 
to identify their faces or probably even the cars’ license plate numbers.

—Jeb Bing

(continued on page 9)

(continued on page 7)

A Livermore-Pleasanton Fire Department firefighter shows a child how he performs CPR.

Jay Flachsb
arth

ICE makes 
arrests at  
El Balazo

Both Pleasanton restaurants  
investigated by federal authorities

“Some may  
be detained 
and others may 
be released for 
humanitarian 
reasons.”

—Virginia Kice 
spokeswoman for ICE
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David M. Bell, MD

Board Certifi ed in Orthopedic Surgery
Fellowship Trained in Sports Medicine

Keeping Active People Active

5000 Pleasanton Ave., Suite 200 Pleasanton, CA 94566

925-600-7020
www.BellSportMed.com

Here’s why:
< We have tremendous financial strength as one of the largest companies in the world,   
 backed by over $1.5 trillion in total assets.
< Our dedication to responsible lending has never been greater and is focused on a balance  
 of a diverse set of loans, showing our commitment to the first time home buyer as well as repeat  
 buyers. This dedication is demonstrated with the recent launch of two new innovative and  
 affordable mortgage programs, No Fee Mortgage PLUS and Neighborhood Champions® Protected   
 Mortgage™.
< We service our own loans to ensure you have a positive experience for the life of your mortgage.
< We have the highest servicing rankings and the lowest foreclosure rates in the industry,  
 earning us Freddie Mac’s Tier One Hall of Fame status.

To learn more about how Bank of America can provide the best  
solutions for your mortgage needs, contact:

Jill Mosser
Mortgage Loan Officer

jill.d.mosser@bankofamerica.com
www.mortgage.bankofamerica.com/jillmosser

Put your trust in the nation’s largest provider of home mortgages.  
Bank of America is committed to helping you get the right mortgage 
to fit your needs by providing competitive products and personalized 
service. Plus, you’ll never have to worry about us as your lender.

by Jeb Bing

 The Tri-Valley region of the 
Sierra Club has agreed to support 
an appeal by former Councilwoman 
Kay Ayala and her citizens’ coali-
tion of a Superior Court decision 
that favors a 51-home and open 
space development project planned 
for Pleasanton’s southeast hills.
 Ayala told the City Council 
Tuesday night that the organiza-
tion voted to join in her appeal 
at a Monday meeting where 
Councilman Matt Sullivan also 
asked for its support. Sullivan was 
not able to attend the meeting, 
Ayala said, but sent a letter endors-
ing the move.
 “I will tell you that we were 
honored to have his support and we 
needed it at that meeting because, 
of course, the attorney for the 
developers was there armed with 
his own letters,” Ayala said.
 At issue is a decision by Alameda 
County Superior Court Judge Frank 
Roesch on Feb. 22. That decision 
ruled that petitions filed by Ayala 
and Save Pleasanton’s Hills that 
sought a referendum aimed at over-
turning the council’s 4-1 approval 
of the Oak Grove project late last 
year were invalid. Roesch ruled 
that signatures on the petitions were 
improperly obtained because those 
gathering the signatures did not 
carry all of the documents about 
Oak Grove as required by state 
law.
 Ayala and her group immedi-
ately asked the First District Court 
of Appeal in San Francisco to over-
turn Roesch’s ruling. At a special 
meting on April 29, the council 
voted 3-2 against appealing the rul-
ing, which went in its favor, or sup-
porting the Ayala group financially 
in its efforts.
 Councilwoman Cindy McGovern 

opposed the Oak Grove approv-
al from the start. On April 29, 
Sullivan, who had voted in favor 
of the project, voted along with 
McGovern to authorize the city to 
also appeal the Roesch ruling or at 
least to hire outside legal counsel to 
advise the council on the ramifica-
tions of the ruling.
 The majority prevailed, however, 
with Mayor Jennifer Hosterman 
and councilmembers Cheryl Cook-
Kallio and Jerry Thorne voting to 
let the Roesch ruling stand.
 Although Sullivan did not speak 
on the issue Tuesday, Ayala read 
his letter to the Sierra Club, which 
mirrored the councilman’s public 
comments on April 29.
 “I am very concerned by the direc-
tion this project has taken related to 
our citizens’ ability to protect the 
environment and in shaping open 
space policy,” Sullivan wrote. “I 
supported the process used to work 
toward compromise for the Oak 
Grove project and in the resulting 
project that zones 500 acres of 
public open space. However when 
the project referendum qualified 
for the ballot, a message was sent 
loud and clear to me that the City 
Council did not finish its work in 
gaining community buy-in for this 
project.”
 “When the developers’ lawsuit 
was successful in overturning the 
referendum based on a technical-
ity, it sent chills up my spine as I 
understood what this meant—not 
only to this situation but the impli-
cations for future grass roots efforts 
to protect the environment and our 
precious hillsides from develop-
ment,” the letter added. “I urge the 
Sierra Club to join the referendum 
proponents in appealing this case.”

Sullivan, Sierra Club 
join Oak Grove appeal
Councilman’s letter urged Tri-Valley group to help

 Congregation Beth Emek is cel-
ebrating 60 years of Israeli inde-
pendence and is inviting the com-
munity to join in the festivities. 
 The celebration, called Israel @ 
60, kicks off tomorrow night with a 
Middle Eastern dinner followed by 
an Israel trivia contest and Israeli 
dancing. It all begins at 6 p.m. and 
the cost for non-members $15 for 
adults and $10 for ages 5 to 12. 
 Shop the Mother’s Day Israeli 
Market, which will have Israeli 
jewelry, candles, gifts and more, 
from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Sunday. Shortly following the 
market, Arnold Sternberg, lawyer, 
affordable house advocate and col-
lector of historic maps of Israel and 
Palestine, will show off his prized 
maps and share his experiences as 
a WWII veteran who fought for 
Israel’s independence in 1948. 

 “Jews all around the world, 
including in Pleasanton and at 
Congregation Beth Emek, feel 
deep ties to the Jewish state,” 
Charlotte Salamon, co-chair of 
the Israel @ 60 committee, said. 
“Of course, Israel is a complex, 
modern nation living in a tough 
neighborhood and Jews outside 
Israel have an equally complex 
relationship with the State of 
Israel and its policies. But the 
underlying commitment to the 
safety, security and continued 
growth and prosperity of the only 
Jewish state in the world touches 
the core of almost every Jew.”
 The whole family can come to 
Congregation Beth Emek at 7 p.m. 
Sunday night for a free concert by 
Strong Black Coffee, an Ethiopian-
Israeli teen hip-hop group.

—Emily Atwood

Celebrating Israeli 
independence

Community is invited to special events  
at Congregation Beth Emek

(continued on page 7)
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Unretouched clinical photo taken 
while frowning before and 14 days 

after treatment with Botox® Cosmetic

Also Offering Botox® /
Restylane® Treatments

Dr. David Melamed, MD
Dermatologist
925-846-5614

FREE CONSULTATION

New clients only
Pleasanton
374 St. Mary St.
925 846-5614

San Ramon
2701 Crow Canyon Blvd.
925 837-6400

Lose weight...and keep it off!

NEW Botox® Service

$75 OFF
Botox® Treatment 

plus Free Consultation to new clients only
Not valid with other offers. Expires 5-31-08

Shauntrell lost weight on our 
program and you can too!

After

Before

SMOG INSPECTION 

Harry’s Auto Repair
Test and Repair

925-462-3237

No Appointments Necessary!
 Mon-Sat 8-5pm

183-A Wyoming St., Pleasanton
— Gold Shield Station —

 + $8.25 CERT.$35 with
coupon(     )Special

We can smog any vehicle!

Are you looking for a fun place 
to have your child’s next birthday 

party or special occasion?

With all the work done for you and 
several themes to choose from?

Visit us in the Mission Plaza 
Shopping Center (Valley & Santa Rita)

To book your party, 
www.partybees.com
or call 925-249-9233

Plus Summer Day Camps 
and Weekday Movie Nights!

“Un-bee-lievable Parties!”

PartyBees

Foothill student named 2008 
Miss Teen SF Chinatown

 The 42nd annual Miss Teen 
Chinatown Scholarship and 
Charity Gala took place at the San 
Francisco Marriott Hotel on April 
12. More than 700 people attend-
ed this event hosted by the San 
Francisco Chinatown Lions Club. 
The 19 participants were all teen-

age girls from the Bay Area. After 
being judged on public speaking, 
talent, poise, and her response to 
the final question, Angela Chan, 
a sophomore at Foothill High 
School, was crowned Miss Teen 
Chinatown 2008. She became the 
Official Goodwill Ambassador of 
the San Francisco Chinatown Lions 
Club and $1,000 is going to be 
donated in her honor to Foothill. 
 The Miss Teen Chinatown 
Scholarship and Charity Gala is a 
major fundraising event for the San 
Francisco Chinatown Lions Club. 
All proceeds from this competition 
will be used to benefit charitable 
non-profit organizations. This year, 
it has been decided that the money 
will be used to help people afford 
eye surgery at the California Medical 
Center. This is the first time in Miss 
Teen Chinatown history that all the 
participants have raised over $1,000. 

Purple potty benefits  
cancer walk  

 If you’ve noticed a purple-colored 
toilet in your neighborhood, it’s a 
fundraising tool implemented by the 
Hikers for Hope group, which is par-
ticipating in the American Cancer 
Society’s Relay for Life walk in July.

 The local team is hoping resi-
dents will spread the message to 
“flush away cancer.” They have 
been “planting” the purple potty on 
front lawns of homes and will pass 
it on to a new home within 24-48 
hours of the homeowner’s choosing. 
Homeowners are asked to make a 
donation, although it’s not required.
 For more information on the 
Relay for Life, visit www.cancer.
org/docroot/PAR/Content/PAR_1_
Relay_For_Life.asp. Those who 
are interested in the purple potty 
can call 484-1976.

Of Note

 Readers voted on Pleasanton 
Weekly.com and chose Daisy Ng and 
daughters Sarah, 14, and Jennifer, 
10, as the winners of the Mother-
Daughter Look-alike Contest. They 
will receive a $50 gift certificate to 
Faz Restaurant. Coming in a close 
second was Sue Barks and daughter 
Stephanie Deffner who were pictured 
at Deffner’s wedding. Their prize is a 
$25 gift certificate to Stacey’s Cafè. 
Congratulations to the winners and 
thank you to all of the mothers and 
daughters who entered. 
 Fathers and sons—don’t forget to 
send in your entries for our Father-
Son Look-alike Contest. Entries are 
due by 8 a.m. May 19. Digitals may 
be sent to gallen@pleasantonweekly.
com. Readers will be able to choose 
the winner in an upcoming issue and 
the winning picture will be published 
June 13. 

And the winners are…

Second Place: Sue Barks and 
daughter Stephanie Deffner

First Place: Daisy Ng and daughters Sarah, 14, and Jennifer, 10

trough for water play, resilient play 
surfaces, sand box, slide, mud play 
area, garden area, a new tricycle 
path and tunnel, outdoor circle area, 
swings and climbing structure and 
story telling circle, she said. The 
project also includes a separate play 
area for the Gingersnaps program, 
which caters to young children ages 
21 months to 3 years of age.
 “Every element of this fabulous 
new playground has a develop-
ment purpose with small children 
in mind,” according to facility 
supervisor Becky Hopkins. “These 
include core strength, social and 
emotional development, and cogni-
tive learning.”
 While the school undergoes 
the 18-week construction period, 
Gingerbread summer camp will be 
held at Donlon Elementary School 
in four one-week sessions begin-
ning June 23 and continuing into the 
week of July 14. More information 
can be found in the city’s summer 
activity guide, which will be mailed 
to residents in the coming weeks.
 Parents can register students for 
the summer and fall programs by 
downloading forms on the city’s Web 
site, www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/servic-
es/recreation/gb/gbhome.html. For 
those who wish to meet with staff, 
during the construction period the 
Gingerbread Preschool office will be 
relocated to the City of Pleasanton 
Operation Services Center, located 
at 3333 Busch Road. To make an 
appointment, call 931-3430.

—Janet Pelletier

Gingerbread
(continued from page 5)

 On April 29, Sullivan explained 
that while he had originally sup-
ported the project, the 5,000 
signatures Ayala and her group 

obtained to overturn the coun-
cil’s vote “sent a message that 
maybe we didn’t do our job all 
the way.”
 “The process itself was about 
empowering the citizens,” 
Sullivan said. “I know we tried 
with people on all sides of the 

issue. We worked very hard to 
make that happen. But maybe we 
didn’t finish the job.”
 “What we started out with four 
years ago was very difficult and 
a lot of people worked hard,” he 
added. “But our job wasn’t done; 
5,000 people told us that.” 

Oak Grove
(continued from page 6)
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celebrating

6001 Norris Canyon Road, San Ramon
800.284.2878   www.sanramonmedctr.com

Bill Edwards 
Patient Access 

Support Services Hero

Robin Saler Briscoe 
R.N.

Case Management

Pam Robson 
B.S., RHIT 

Health Information

Alison Leung 
PharmD

Pharmacy 

 Sharon Glover 
R.N. 

Endoscopy

Alison Ozment 
RT(R)

Diagnostic Imaging

Mila Quilapio 
R.N.

Medical/Surgical Unit

 Brooke Wales 
R.N., BSN 

Family Birthing Center
Ajay K. Jain 

RDCS
Cardiology 

Caregiver of the Year

  2007 American Heart Association Performance Achievements Awards for Coronary Artery Disease 
and Heart Failure

  2007 UnitedHealth Premium® Specialty Care Center designations for Cardiac Surgery, Interventional 
Cardiology, and Spine Surgery

 2008 Best Nursing Team runner up for Advanced for Nursesaw
ar

ds

As we celebrate National Nurses Week and National Hospital & Healthcare Week, we take a moment to recognize those employees who make both San Ramon 

Regional Medical Center and our community such a remarkable place. This begins with Marjorie Toreja, R.N., BSN, our outstanding Employee of the Year and 

Florence Nightingale Award winner. She is just one member of our hospital family who exemplifies the commitment, skill and compassionate care we offer.  

From the emergency room, to the operating room, to the patient room, we’re here for you.

Bob Leek 
PTA

Physical Therapy

Marjorie Toreja 
R.N., BSN

Definitive Care Unit 
Employee of the Year

E X T R A O R D I N A R Y  C A R E

Ruth Burk 
R.N.

Emergency

Not shown: Hawanda McCorley, CNA, Medical/Surgical Unit
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Newsfront

IT’S ALL ABOUT THE KIDS!
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Now Enrolling

For Ages 6 - 12 and Teens

in our Dublin

(925) 271-0015 

Also available:
· After-School Programs
· School Break Camps
· Classes
· Drop-in Studio
· Parties & Special Events
· FREE Trial Lessons!

We offer:
· Flexible Scheduling
· Personalized Instructions
· Small Class Sizes
· Sewing Machines, 
 Jewelry and Sewing
 Tools, and Beads!

Refer a Friend 
and get a 

FREE lesson!

Sewing ◆ Fashion Design ◆ Jewelry-Making

Valley Dance Theatre
2008 Summer Dance Camps

* Ballet classes for all levels *

REGISTER TODAY!

July 7 - 11

Camps culminate in performance & reception

1 Camp - $150 / 2 Camps - $275

925-243-0925 www.valleydancetheatre.com

July 28 - August 1

Peter & The Wolf Carnival of 
the Animals

Classes, Choreography, Staging & Performance
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 The annual “We the People: The 
Citizen and the Constitution” is 
considered one of the country’s 
most prestigious academic compe-
titions for high schools 
 Students on this year’s team 
were Vincent Buscarello, Joel 
Detweiler, Stoney Glover, 
William Grau, Margaret Haupt, 
Kristyn Hayashi, Genevieve 
Hoffman, Pooja Jaeel, Udani 
Kadurugamuwa, Teresa Machado, 
Erica Miranda, Sarah Moellering, 
Lanz Nalagan, Joshua Pann, 
Shannon Parker, Jeyshree 
Ramachandran, Devi Santhosh, 
Kevin Sasek, Alexander Schlick, 
Ryan Seams, Amaan Shaikh, 
Siddarth Somanathan, Yichuan 
Sun, Kristopher Tayyeb, Corinne 
Tu, Alan Wang, Terri Wang, Tony 
Wang and Curtis Wong. 
 The first rounds of the com-
petition took place on Saturday 
and Sunday. On Monday, the top-
10 schools met on Capitol Hill. 
Students demonstrated their knowl-
edge of the Constitution before 
simulated congressional commit-
tees made up of constitutional 
scholars, lawyers, journalists, and 
public officials.
 The panel of judges tested 
the expertise of the classroom 
teams on the six units of the 
“We the People: The Citizen and 
the Constitution” text. Questions 
included: What are the philosoph-
ical and historical foundations of 

the American political system? 
How did the framers create the 
Constitution? How did the val-
ues and principles embodied in 
the Constitution shape American 
institutions and practices? How 
have the protections of the Bill 
of Rights been developed and 
expanded? What rights does the 
Bill of Rights protect? What 
are the roles of the citizen in 
American democracy?
 “We had an excellent day in 
the final round,” Ladd said. “The 
hearing was held in the magnifi-
cent Senate Intelligence hear-
ing room in the Senate Hart 
Building. Congressman McNerney 
(D-Pleasanton) was represented by 
one of his aides, Eric Halstrom, 
who was tremendous in helping us 

in Washington this weekend.”
 “The performance of the stu-
dents was truly outstanding,” 
Ladd added. “I have never had 
a better final round performance 
from a team. At the end, the stu-
dents soaked in the atmosphere 
of the room and the incredible 
11-month experience that they 
had gone through, and many had 
trouble holding back their emo-
tions. The students have collec-
tively given tens of thousands of 
hours in preparation, and have 
been under some of the great-
est academic pressures a person 
could face.”
 After their final presentations 
on Monday, the Amador group 
headed to the State Department for 
a special tour. Tuesday, the group 

met again with McNerney for a 
photo on the Capitol steps and then 
toured the Supreme Court building 
and other federal government and 
capital sites. The group returned to 
Pleasanton Wednesday.
 “All in all, the experience was 
tremendous,” Ladd said. “The 
students will take with them the 
knowledge that they were part of 
an incredible team experience that 
will help them with the rest of their 
lives. Any obstacle they face down 
the road, all 29 of them will be able 
to always hold their heads high 
with pride.”

 “I am the most fortunate edu-
cator/coach in the country today 
because I have had the opportunity 
to work with 29 amazing young 
adults who will be a factor in our 
future,” Ladd added. 

From Russia with love
Mary Nathan traveled to Moscow, Russia to adopt her daughter Kaylie, 
who was 18 months old at the time. Here they are with the Weekly in 
front of the Bolshoi Theater, which was being renovated.

Take Us AlongCivics
(continued from page 5)

Congressmen Jerry McNerney (D-Pleasanton) joins Amador civics class on 
steps of Capitol. Amador placed fourth among 51 schools that competed in 
“We the People” contest. 

Add your 2 cents to

www.PleasantonWeekly.com

Town 
Square
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Your Turn

OPEN M-F 10-6, SAT/SUN 10-3

925-443-9691 TOLL FREE 877-937-4668
2558-B Old First Street, Livermore

DISCOUNT
PRICES

Under New Ownership

ATM

Livermore

www.designsschool.edu
5572 Springdale Ave.

Pleasanton • 1-800-939-9051

All services performed by students while supervised by instructors.

All Color Services 
and Hair Extensions

35% OFF
exp 6-30-08

Haircut & Shampoo
$3.50
exp 6-30-08

weekdays only

CHANGES
of Pleasanton
…life is all about change

Cathy Johnson, Licensed Esthetician

SPRING SPECIAL
Detoxifying BODY WRAP plus

complimentary VIP Treatment Session
Unlike many water-loss wraps we use essential oils & creams to help 

detoxify and fl ush body wastes, smooth the skin and work on cellulite.

You’ll like the way you look...but you’ll LOVE the way you FEEL!

Uh Oh! 

Swimsuit season 

is coming...

Are YOU ready?!?

 We were stopped in our tracks twice Monday, first by traffic on 
westbound Bernal Avenue that was waiting to be processed through a 
one-lane thoroughfare at a sobriety checkpoint next to the fairgrounds, 
and later at the office where we found an unsolicited email from the 
American Beverage Institute (ABI) telling us that those roadside 
checks are a waste of money. Both the checkpoint and email caught 
our attention, and really for two reasons. Sarah Longwell, ABI’s man-
aging director in Washington, D.C. who wrote us, seemed to know a 
lot about the Pleasanton checkpoint for someone 3,000 miles away. 
Second, that checkpoint, which involved officers from Pleasanton, 
Dublin, Livermore, the California Highway Patrol and the Alameda 
County Sheriff’s Department, was well publicized in advance with 
the specific location announced on TV30’s “Live at 4” news broadcast 
well before the road cones were placed to stop westbound motorists.
 The police effort on Cinco de Mayo was understandable. The holiday 
is often associated with libations, such as the St. Patrick’s Day holiday. 
According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 
from 2002 to 2006, an average of 43 percent of all highway fatalities on 
May 5 and overnight into the early morning of May 6 were caused by 
impaired drivers with a blood alcohol content level of .08 percent and 
above. So the California Office of Traffic Safety provided funds to local 
law enforcement agencies to set up the sobriety checkpoints and it also 
asked for the public’s help in reporting drunken drivers by calling 911. 
 Although the Bernal Avenue checkpoint delayed many motorists, 
it also resulted in the arrest of four drivers who were charged with 
driving under the influence of alcohol. One arrest was for a combina-
tion DUI and drug possession charge. In addition, a total of 15 vehi-
cles were impounded and police charged several more drivers with 
using a suspended driver’s license or having none. A total of 1,134 
vehicles were screened during the 4-1/2-hour effort that started near 
the end of rush-hour at 6:30 p.m., with 26 drivers investigated for 
license violations and 14 given police citations.
 In her complaint to the Weekly, Longwell said that Pleasanton 
police “spent a lot of officers’ time and taxpayers’ money to arrest just 
four drunk drivers out of 1,134 cars stopped. That’s a meager 0.3 per-
cent success rate.” Longwell and her organization, which represents 
restaurants that serve alcohol, believes that California law enforce-
ment agencies would likely make far more arrests if they spent their 
available patrol time roaming the streets looking for drunk drivers. She 
has a point. Because Monday’s sobriety checkpoint was highly visible 
by design and publicized in advance, it seemed it could be all too 
easily avoided by the chronic alcohol abusers that comprise the core 
of today’s drunken driving problems. A report by the Pennsylvania 
Department of Transportation, in fact, shows that the number of DUIs 
made by roving patrol programs is nearly 10 times the average number 
of DUIs made by checkpoint programs.
 Although we’re glad that at least four drunk drivers were appre-
hended and hundreds of drivers were educated by MADD (Mothers 
Against Drunk Driving) materials in the Cinco de Mayo checkpoint, 
we have to ask if the dozen or more officers we saw from five differ-
ent law enforcement agencies might have found even more inebri-
ated drivers on their own home turf where their intentions weren’t 
broadcast publicly in advance. 

Do sobriety  
checkpoints make 

any sense?



Young talent  
was impressive

Dear Editor,
 I’m inspired to drop a line even 
though the event is several days 
behind us. Recently, Don Lewis and 
his wife Julie created and produced 
a program at the Amador Theater 
which displayed the talents of a num-
ber of young people in Pleasanton. 
The title for the evening’s show was 
“Young Expressions.”
 As a person who attends many 
concerts and performances, this 
show was as well done and enjoyable 
as any I have ever seen. The talents 
displayed by the young people were 
extremely impressive. We are fortu-
nate to have the Lewises in the com-
munity to provide this leadership.
 Just as important, this show 
demonstrates the value and the 
need for facilities in Pleasanton 
for performances by young people. 
This is one of the core reasons for 
supporting the development of the 
new Firehouse Arts Center down-
town. It will be a place where all 
the arts can be on display, those 
created by local people and youth, 
as well as those on national tours. 
All Pleasantonians are invited and 
urged to support this new down-
town arts facility.

Rudy Johnson 
Pleasanton

‘Young Expressions’  
program magnificent

Dear Editor,
 I was honored to see the perfor-
mance on March 29 of Don Lewis 
and the wonderful young people per-
form. The “Young Expressions” pro-
gram was magnificent. Nicely done.

Wayne Leavitt 
Pleasanton

Thank you ValleyCare
Dear Editor,
 I recently had hip replacement 
surgery and had the opportunity to 
experience firsthand the extraordi-
nary and compassionate care of the 
ValleyCare community. I would 
like to publicly acknowledge the 
wonderful team of physicians, 
Drs. Malstrom, Knight, Schmidt 
and Santos, and their respective 
staffs, the awesome nurses, nurs-
ing assistants, lab techs, staff and 
Occupational Therapy on 2A and 
last but not least, Max, whose 
morning vanilla lattes were as 
effective as the pain medication. 
 Thanks again to each and every 
one of you for simply reaffirming 
something I already had known; 
ValleyCare is a very special place 
and one of the true jewels of the 
Tri-Valley.

Pat Kernan 
Pleasanton

City open house  
a resounding success

Dear Editor,
 Thank you and congratula-
tions to city staff for the fantastic 
Citywide Open House (held May 
3). This event far exceeded our 
expectations. It is clear that every 
city department put substantial 
time and effort into making sure 
this was a high-quality event. 
 Our three children (3 1/2-year-old 
daughter and 20-month twin sons) 
enjoyed the police and fire demon-
strations, climbing into the heavy 
equipment, traffic signal demonstra-
tions, the delicious barbecue food 
and so much more. My wife and 
I enjoyed meeting so many mem-
bers of the city staff and getting a 
behind-the-scenes look at the com-
plexities of our city’s operations. 

 We hope you will make this a 
regular city event, as our children 
will certainly appreciate it even 
more as they grow older, and we 
will most certainly make a point of 
attending. My wife offered only the 
following suggestion, with a grin 
and a twinkle in her eye: how about 
an ice cream truck next year? That 
would just complete a perfect day. 
 City staff deserves a pat on the 
back for a job well done.

Bill Bennett and Jyllian Kemsley 
Pleasanton

McNerney champions 
better energy policy

Dear Editor,
 Jerry McNerney is the House of 
Representative’s leading advocate 
of a better energy policy. Recently, 
he has championed a bill called 
The Renewable Energy and Energy 
Conservation Tax Act of 2008. It 
passed the House with a vote of 
236-182, and bolsters his effort for 
saving the environment. 
 This piece of legislation is instru-
mental in reducing our dependence 
on foreign oil, and extends a hand 
to the people using renewable 
resources by adding tax incentives 
and credits for plug-in hybrid cars, 
solar power and energy efficient 
homes. 
 This is exactly part of the reason 
we elected him into office in 2006, 
and that is to fight for change in 
our energy policy. The provisions 
of the bill alone are estimated to 
create thousands of new jobs. If we 
want to continue on the right path 
forward, we need to make sure that 
Jerry McNerney stays in office for 
two more years. 

Adam Garzoli 
Pleasanton

Letters
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4133 Mohr Ave. Suite I, Pleasanton, CA 94566
www.InBalanceAcupuncture.com

in balance
Acupuncture

Effective and Safe Treatment for:
Chronic and Acute Pain 
Neurological Disorders 

Upper Respiratory Disorders
Digestive Disorders
Urinary, Menstrual 

and Reproductive Disorders
Immune Function

Addictions
Eye and Ear Disorders

Depression, Anxiety & Insomnia
Facial Rejuvenation

JB Baranzini, L.Ac.
Acupuncturist 
and Herbalist

1/2 off initial visit when 
you mention this ad.

Insurance Accepted 
Flexible appointment hours

925.998.4768

Th e Perf ect Blend
The independence you want, the assistance you need.

100 Valley Avenue (formerly junipero st.) | Pleasanton
925-461-3042

www.eskaton.org    managed by Eskaton
License # 015601283

I am a stickler for freshness. 
And I fancy myself a pretty 
good cook. When I found that 
The Parkview offers a menu 
that has more than one entree, 
fresh fruits and vegetables and 
changes every day—my decision 
on where to live was easy.

www.ftrubyhill.com

Call today for more information

Need a personal trainer?

With a Fitness Together personal trainer, results come quickly because 

you maximize exercise time, follow an eating plan, set goals, and have 

the accountability one often needs to stay with an exercise program. 

Our private training rooms, individualized 

programs, and motivating atmosphere set 

us apart from the average gym. 
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Rich Cunha – Owner/Trainer   | Maria Cunha – Owner/Client Relations
101 E. Vineyard Ave. Suite 111 |  Livermore, CA 94551 

session for MOM with
purchase of any training package!

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED

Teri Sherman of Pleasanton Travel invites you to join her on a
In Quest of the Classics

specially designed tour to

CROATIA, SLOVENIA, AND MONTENEGRO
October 17– October 29, 2008

Come with me to this “hottest” destination before it becomes overcrowded!

This is a private motor coach tour with a unique itinerary including charming 
hotels and sightseeing of historic palaces, churches, towers and fortresses. We will 

have a tour guide personally selected by, In Quest of the Classics, a high quality 
tour company specializing in private groups and individual itineraries.

PLEASE COME TO OUR PRESENTATION

Pleasanton Tennis Club
5801 Valley Avenue (at Hopyard Rd)
Tuesday, May 13, 2008 @ 7:00pm

Mr. Brian Mundy, the President of  In Quest of the Classics, will present his 
personal photos of Croatia and Slovenia and inform us all about this wonderful 

destination.

Price is $2695.00 per person for the 12 night land tour  
(air transportation additional).

Please call to RSVP for this informative, fun presentation.   

925 462 8484
I look forward to seeing you, even if you cannot join the tour this year!

CST 2055023-40
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(925) 416-1111

4001-3 Santa Rita Rd.Pleasanton, CA

Original Owners
est.  1977

It’s officially Spring: time 
 for longer days, soft rain,  
and daffodils, as life renews 
itself before our eyes. It is 
fitting that this is the season  
to celebrate Mothers. 

Get ready for  
complete pampering and  

absolute relaxation!

660 Main Street
Downtown Pleasanton

925.461.3009
www.euphorianailspa.com

Now 
Open!
Now 
Open!

Month-Long  
Mother’s Day Special!

25% off 
manicure and pedicure services

Expires 05-31-08
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Celebrate Mom
Treat her to an unforgettable meal

at 

Mother’s Day Champagne Brunch Buff et 
Reservations Recommended 

925. 417. 8438
780 Main Street, Pleasanton

www.oasisgrille.com

200 Ray St. Pleasanton 925-60
in the old Kottinger Bar

At elements therapeutic mas
clients are provided with su
therapeutic massage. Thera

massage promotes general rel
increases flexibility and j

movement, relieves muscle t
and relaxes muscle spasms, r

stress and much more

Champagne Br
10:00am -

Dinner S
5:00pm -

Best Italian

Mother’s D

Bras  Panties  Thongs 
Maternity & Sports Bras

Treat Her to the Finest In Swimsuits and Intimate Apparel 
Mother's Day Specials Awaits you...

Massage Oils & Kama Sutra Products
Professional Bra Fitting

Hard to Find Sizes
30-44 A-K

Garters  Stockings
Sleepwear Loungewear

925 846 1950
Swimwear 

up to cup size K
Open 7 days

350 Main St  at Angela  Pleasanton

Gift Certifi cates
www.lilyannslingerie.com

"I'M GOING TO MAKE THIS
SUMMER COUNT!"

Kumon is a different kind of after-
school learning program, where
children master the basics of math
and reading.  Plus, they also build
the learning skills, study habits,
and confidence they need to
succeed in school…and beyond.

FREE
PLACEMENT

TESTING!
Thursday

5 - 6:30 pm

Please call for an appointment

Valid at

KUMON CENTER OF
PLEASANTON
1807 Santa Rita Rd., Suite J

925.426.8858

© 2008 Kumon North America, Inc.
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670 Main Street  
Downtown Pleasanton 

(925) 462-0814

Gifts & Home Accents
Clover CreekClover Creek

   Great 
       Moms 
   deserve 

Great 
       Gifts

925-847-6000

Mothers Day Brunch
May 11th

10:00am – 3:00pm
Adults - $35.95
Seniors - $29.95

Children 
6 to 12 – $17.95 
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Elements
101 E. Vineyard, Suite 221 - Livermore      925.461.1717

(near Campo di Bocce)

www.touchofelements.com

Hundreds of Weekly  
Appointments, 7 Days a Week

Massage Gifts Available

Opening May 14th
Call to schedule your  
appointment today

one per customer - not valid with any 
other offer only valid at this location

expires 5/20/08 

Mother’s Day Special

55 Minute -Full Body 
Massage Session

$49*

runch – $28.95
- 2:00pm 

Specials
- 8:00pm

3180 Santa Rita Rd.
(925) 484-1001  

www.girasolegrill.com

Day Specials

925 846.7511
614 Main Street, Downtown Pleasanton

Goldsmith and Gemologist Since 1972

Mother’s Day 
Birthstone Rings 

& Pendants

Mom’s Worth It!

Cherish the First Look!

The Gold Standard in 3D/4D Ultrasound
(Over 10,000 scans performed)

See Your Baby Before Birth

  in our comfortable exam theatre.

In Downtown Pleasanton
 888.332.2298 



Oh,Chocolate!!!
for Mom 

(925) 461-1110
420 Main St., 

Downtown Pleasanton 

walk-ins welcome/ 
appointments appreciated 

Let us Design  
a beautiful style  

that is uniquely yours!

Special Occasion Hair Design!

Monica Campos 

Nancy Curtice

Carolan DeFeo

Joanna Sandlin

Touch of Elegance

(Across from Old Kottinger Barn)

925.846.3777

MOTHER’S  
DAY SPECIAL!
10% OFF  
ALL SERVICES!

EXP 5-24-08
GIFT CERTIFICATES 

AVAILABLE

MON - FRI: 9AM-7PM
SAT: 9AM-6PM, SUN: 9AM-5PM

201-D MAIN ST., PLEASANTON

925.461.3583

FREE FLOWER
DESIGNS  

FOR KIDS 10  
& UNDER

DISCOUNTED 
GROUP PARTY 

Stoneridge Mall, Pleasanton
(Located on the upper level next to California Pizza Kitchen)

925.734.3410

www.justdogsgourmet.com

Dogs are more than just pets, 

they are family!
We believe that friendship, loyalty and 

unconditional love deserves  only the best... 

We offer over 
30 different 

hand-cut 
treats made 

from all-natural 
human-grade ingredients. 

Our treats and 
confections 

make perfect 
gift baskets for 

your special canine 
family. 

PERSONAL TRAINING

MUSCLE WORK

PHYSIOTHERAPY

NUTRITION

CHIROPRACTIC

YOGA

www.Up2SpeedTraining.com 
925-600-0650

Are You Ready
for

SUMMER?

Free 
Week of 

Sessions!

Reservations Encouraged 484-0789

201 Main Street, Downtown Pleasanton

8am — 2pm

Mother’s Day
Champagne Brunch Buffet at

Alexandria’s Flowers
is Celebrating Mother’s Day in a very special way!! 

Stop by before May 9th and Enter to win 1 of 3 Fabulous Prizes 

(925) 484-1149

1st Prize  $150 value includes: a spa facial from Leslie Marie 
   and a fl ower arrangement from Alexandria’s Flowers

2nd Prize  Peet’s Coffee gift certifi cate and a box of sweets 
    from Cassandra’s Bakery

3rd Prize  $25.00 gift certifi cate from Alexandria’s Flowers

Spring Bouquets, Orchids, Blooming Plants, 
Garden Baskets, Ivy Topiaries, Roses

Starting at $20.00 and up...

Exact pricing, no rough estimates 

Residential/Commercial

Financing Available

Experience A New  
Flooring Today!

FREE ESTIMATES

CARPET  HARDWOOD  LAMINATE  TILE  VINYL

(925) 426-RUGS (925) 426-7847
www.DiabloFlooring.com

5600-D Sunol Blvd, Pleasanton, CA 94566
CA License #898787

WHERE SERVICE AND QUALITY MATTER

DIABLO FLOORING, INC

Mother’s Day

Special!

10% OFF
100 yards or  

more of carpet  

exp. 5-31-08
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Auditions
Valley Concert Chorale Auditions 
Auditions for the 2008-2009 concert 
season are from 6 to 7 p.m. May 19 
at the First Presbyterian Church, 4th 
and L streets, Livermore. They seek 
experienced singers with sight-reading 
skills. Call 462-4205 to schedule an 
appointment. Visit www.valleyconcer-
tchorale.org. 

Author Visits
Turning Personal Stories into 
Fiction The California Writers Club 
Tri-Valley Branch will present award-
winning novelist and essayist Wendy 
Lichtman, speaking on “Turning the 
Stories You’ve Lived into Fiction,” at 
11:30 a.m. May 17 at Oasis Grille, 
780 Main St. For reservations, call 
462-7495. The cost is $20 for mem-
bers or $25. 

Civic Meetings
City Council The Pleasanton City 
Council meets at 7 p.m. on the first 
and third Tuesdays at City Council 
Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Ave. 
Housing Commission The 
Pleasanton Housing Commission 
meets at 7 p.m. on the third Thursday 
of the month at City Council Chamber, 
200 Old Bernal Ave. 
Human Services Commission The 
Human Services Commission meets 
at 7 p.m. on the first Wednesday of 
the month at City Council Chamber, 
200 Old Bernal Ave. 
Parks & Recreation Commission 
The Pleasanton Parks & Recreation 
Commission meets at 7 p.m. on the 
second Thursday of the month at City 
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Ave. 
Planning Commission The Planning 
Commission meets at 7 p.m. the 
second and fourth Wednesday of the 
month at the City Council Chamber, 
200 Old Bernal Ave. 
School Board The Pleasanton Unified 
School District Board meets at 7 p.m. 
on the second and fourth Tuesday 
monthly in the district office board 
room, 4665 Bernal Ave. 
Youth Commission The Pleasanton 
Youth Commission meets 7 p.m. on 
the second Wednesday of the month 
at Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353 
Sunol Blvd. 

Classes
Yoga Class Join Beth Fox, certified 
yoga instructor, at 6:30 p.m. every 
Monday night for yoga in Lynnewood 
United Methodist Church’s multipurpose 
room, 4444 Black Ave. The class is 
$12, open to the public and is appropri-
ate for all levels of experience. It incor-
porates relaxation through deep breath-
ing and stretching. Call 846-0221. 

Clubs
Pleasanton Newcomers May 
Luncheon Karen Joy Fowler, author 
of “The Jane Austin Book Club,” a 
New York Times Best Seller, will speak 
at the Pleasanton Newcomers lun-
cheon at 11:30 a.m. May 14 at Chef 
India, 5100 Hopyard Road. RSVP to 
Joyce at 399-5840 or jwange1953@
comcast.net. The cost is $12.50. 

Concerts
Ethiopian-Israeli Hip-Hop Group 
Ethiopian-Israeli teen hip-hop sensa-
tion Café Shachor Chazak (Strong 
Black Coffee) will perform music at 7 
p.m. May 11 at Congregation Beth 

Emek, 3400 Nevada Court. The music 
is based on their own personal experi-
ences in a dynamic and heartwarming 
show that highlights the issues behind 
immigration, assimilation and multicul-
turalism. Call 462-7279. 
Valley Concert Chorale Spring 
Concert The Valley Concert Chorale 
will perform a spring concert at 8 
p.m. May 17 at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 1225 Hopyard Road. The 
program will include Schubert’s Mass 
in G, Peteris Vasks’ Dona Nobis 
Pacem, familiar spirituals and English 
part songs. Tickets are $18 advanced 
or $20 at door; students 18 and 
under are free. Call 866-4003 or visit 
www.valleyconcertchorale.org. 

Events
Au pair event Cultural Care Au pair is 
having a wine and cheese tasting event 
for host families from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
May 17 at Little Valley Winery, 5700 
Greenville Road, Livermore. Parents 
interested in finding out more about 

CalendarCalendar

 Page 15

Find Yourself 
In A New Place 

This Sunday

Message:  “It’s About Everyone Else...But Me.”
    Pastor Mike Barris

Services:    9 AM Blended Music with Traditional Influence
     10:30 AM Contemporary

Children   Sunday School, Child Care, Youth Spiritual Formation
& Youth:   (at both services)

Welcome Weekend 
May 11th

3410 Cornerstone Court, Pleasanton 
(Corner of Valley Ave. & Busch Rd.)

846.4436 • www.centerpointechurch.info

A Fellowship of Faith, Hope and Love

Bras for the Cause
The Tri-Valley SOCKS (Stepping Out 

for Cancer Kures) is at it again with 
the Bras for the Cause walk at 7 p.m. 
on Saturday in downtown Pleasanton. 
Participants don decorated bras, worn 
over shirts, and walk in support of 
cancer research. Benefiting Susan G. 
Komen for the Cure, San Francisco, 
registration is $50 and check-in is at 
6 p.m. at Amador Valley High School, 
1155 Santa Rita Road. Visit www.trival-
leysocks.org. 

Weekend Preview

To view more listings or  
to submit an event, visit  

www.PleasantonWeekly.com
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hosting an au pair are invited to attend. 
RSVP to heidibrewer@sbcglobal.net. 
Candlelight Peace Vigil 
Pleasantonians 4 Peace hosts a 
candlelight vigil in front of the Museum 
on Main St. at 7 p.m. May 14. Bring a 
votive candle in a paper cup so wax 
doesn’t drip wax on the sidewalk. Call 
Cathe Norman at 462-7495 or email 
Matt Sullivan at mjs7882@gmail.com. 
Israel @ 60 Birthday Celebration At 
6 p.m. May 10 at Congregation Beth 
Emek, 3400 Nevada Court, celebrate 
60 years of Israeli independence with a 
Middle Eastern buffet dinner, followed 
by an Israel trivia contest and Israeli 
dancing. The next morning, browse 
through our Israeli market, showing 
jewelry, candles and other Israeli prod-
ucts, and learn about Israel today. The 
event is free for members or $15 for 

adults and $10 for kids. Call 462-7279 
or email csalomon@lwtech.com. 
Livermore Legacy Tour Tour of 
Livermore’s finest historic homes as well 
as period automobiles and gift boutique 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. May 18. Tickets 
are $26 or $30 day of event. Proceeds 
directly benefit Livermore History 
Mobile. Call 577-4206 or visit www.
livermorehistory.com. 
Livermore Scottish Games The 
Livermore Area Recreation and Park 
District presents the Fifth Annual 
Livermore Scottish Games from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. May 17 and 18 at 
Robertson Park, 3200 Robertson Park 
Road. Activities include a children’s 
glen, sword fighting, birds of prey, 
caber tossing, archery, fencing, joust-
ing, Highland dancing, Scottish and 
Celtic music and Scottish food and 

drink. Tickets are $15 for adults and 
$10 children/seniors. Call 373-5748 or 
visit www.livermoregames.com. 
Ridgeland Odyssey Hike East Bay 
Regional Park District hosts a hike at 
the Pleasanton Ridge from 7 a.m. to 
3 p.m. May 17. The 5-mile exploration 
includes a hunt for amphibians and 
other spring harbingers. For ages 10 
and over. Call 510-544-3240. 
Special Events for Museum Month 
The Museum On Main Street, 603 Main 
St., invites the public to attend special 
events from May 14 to 16 to celebrate 
National and International Museum 
Month. Visit www.museumonmain.org 
for details. Call 925-462-2766. 
Sunday Stroll Food and Wine 
Tasting Tour The Pleasanton Kiwanis 
Club presents a restaurant and wine 
tasting walking tour at 1:30 p.m. May 

18. The tour begins at Gay 90s Pizza, 
288 Main St., and visits Baci Café, 
Pasas, Redcoats, The Wine Steward 
and Gourmet Works. It ends with 
a spaghetti dinner at Vic’s All Star 
Café. Tickets are $35 and can be 
purchased in advance only by calling 
Dawn Wilson, 846-5858 or Chuck 
McGraw, 294-9981. 
TVHOC Housing Forum 2008 
The Tri-Valley Housing Opportunity 
Center hosts a forum from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. May 10 at the Carr America 
Conference Center, 4400 Rosewood 
Dr. Events include: presentation 
by local elected officials on current 
state of the housing market, TVHOC 
orientation and presentation of new 
TVHOC services, testimony from 
TVHOC clients, TVHOC registration 
for new clients. Call 373-3934 or visit 
www.tvhoc.org. 

Exhibits
Barbara Jean Solos at Brushes Art 
Gallery “Entering the Mystery through 
Art,” a vibrant and evocative body of 
work by abstract Pleasanton artist 
Barbara Jean will be shown from 4:30 
to 7 p.m. through May 16 at Brushes 
Gallery, 21001 San Ramon Valley 
Blvd., Suite C-7, in the San Ramon 
Dental Center, Gateway Center Mall, 
San Ramon. Call 829-0994. 
Sculptor Mackenzie Thorpe Studio 
7 Fine Arts, 400 Main St., hosts a 
two-month exhibition of Mackenzie 
Thorpe bronze sculptures, pastel 
paintings and limited editions. The 
exhibit will run through July 1. Call 
846-4322. 

Film
Free After Hours Movie “Cry Baby” 
will be shown at 7 p.m. May 16 at the 
Pleasanton Public Library, 400 Old 
Bernal Ave. Johnny Depp stars in this 
1990 film that depicts the happiness 
of teen rebellion and the tragic pitfalls 
of early conformity. This film is rated 
PG-13. Call 931-3404. 

Fundraisers
Gingerbread Alumnus Gingerbread 
Preschool is going under construc-
tion this summer. A special area in 
the playyard will be laid with bricks 
personalized by our existing and 
past families. Bricks are being sold 
for $125. There are only 60 bricks 
left. Deadline for purchase is May 
12. Call 931-3430. 
Relay For Life Pep Rally The 
Relay for Life hosts a pep rally at 6 
p.m. May 20 at Pleasanton Middle 
School, 5001 Case Ave. We will 
have a mock team campsite set up, 
luminaries’, Fight Back flags and 
people on hand to answer questions 
about the relay. Call 519-0280 or 
visit www.relayforlife.org. 
The Fascinating Culture and Art 
of the Kuna Indians of Panama 
Claudia Hess, owner of Worthington 
Gallery West, will give a talk, “The 
Fascinating Culture and Art of the 
Kuna Indians of Panama,” at 7 p.m. 
May 15 at the Museum On Main 
Street, 603 Main St. Tickets are $5 
or $10. Call 462-2766 or visit www.
museumonmain.org. 
The Tri-Valley Arthritis Walk 
The signature event of the Arthritis 
Foundation will take place from 8:30 
to 11:30 a.m. May 10 at Lifestyle 
RX Center, 1119 E. Stanley Blvd., 
Livermore. Features 1-mile and 
3-mile courses and activities for fam-
ilies. Dogs on leash welcome. To join 
a team or make a donation go to 
www.arthritiswalktrivalley08.kintera.
org. Call Julie, 454-6993. 
Wine auction to benefit local 
groups The Livermore Valley 
Winegrowers Foundation hosts 
the annual Livermore Valley Wine 
Auction Experience at 5 p.m. May 
17 at Concannon Vineyards’ new 
barrel room, 4590 Tesla Road, 
Livermore. Beneficiaries include 
Kaleidoscope After School Program/
Easter Seals Bay Area, Oakland 

East Bay Symphony, ValleyCare 
Foundation and the Taylor Family 
Foundation. Tickets are $250. Call 
447-WINE. 

Health
Diabetes Support Group Free 
support group meets the second 
Wednesday of the month at the Dublin 
Senior Center, 7600 Amador Valley 
Blvd. Topics will cover travel, stress, 
medications, food, emotions and 
general living with diabetes. Call 510-
383-5185. 
Free Diabetes Classes People with 
Type 2 Diabetes or Pre Diabetes are 
invited to free classes in Pleasanton, 
Dublin and Livermore. Classes start 
May 13. Call the Alameda County 
Diabetes Program, 510-383-5185, for 
details and to register. 
Heart-to-Heart Talk San Ramon 
Regional Medical Center will pres-
ent a free community educational 
program, A Heart-to-Heart Talk at 
7:30 p.m. May 13 at the Dougherty 
Station Community Center’s Front 
Row Theater, 17011 Bollinger Canyon 
Road, San Ramon. Cardiologist John 
Vu, M.D., will discuss heart health, 
risks and symptoms of heart disease, 
and advanced diagnostic and treat-
ments. Call 275-8230. 

Lectures/
Workshops
Employment Rights and Disability 
Benefits A discussion of the various 
laws that protect people with cancer 
in the workplace as well as disability 
benefits available to them will be held 
at 6 p.m. May 15 at the ValleyCare 
Medical Center Plaza, 5725 West Las 
Positas Blvd. Call 933-0107 or visit 
www.twcba.org. 
History Comes Alive for Israel’s 
60th Birthday Arnold Sternberg, 
law professor, affordable housing 
advocate and antique map collec-
tor, will display his unique collec-
tion of original and historic maps 
of Israel and Palestine and share 
his experiences as a fighter with 
the Israeli army in the 1948 War of 
Independence. Event is from 1 to 3 
p.m. May 11 at Congregation Beth 
Emek, 3400 Nevada Court. Call 
462-7279. 
How to Rollover Your IRA/401k 
into Real Estate Most people 
don’t know that you can use a self-
directing IRA to purchase real estate. 
Gina Smith, a land banking specialist, 
will discuss “How to Rollover Your 
IRA/401k into Real Estate” at noon 
May 15 at the Pleasanton Public 
Library, 400 Old Bernal Ave. Call 
426-1120. 

Live Music
Chris Bradley’s Traditional Jazz 
Listen and dance to the live, tradi-
tional jazz every second and fourth 
Tuesday at the Pleasanton Hotel, 855 
Main St. 
Wicker Vault Plays at Bosco’s 
Wicker Vault will be playing Classic 
Rock and more from 8 a.m. to mid-
night May 9 and 10 at Bosco’s Bones 
and Brew, 11922 Main St., Sunol. 
Visit www.wickervault.com. 

Seniors
Advance Health Care Directive 
Workshop Advance Health Care 
Directives provide legal options that 
help protect you and your estate in 
the face of illness. At 10 a.m. May 
13 at the Pleasanton Senior Center, 
5353 Sunol Blvd. The cost is $1.50 
for residents and $2 for non-resi-
dents. Call 931-5365. 
California Retired Teachers 
Luncheon California Retired 
Teachers Association will hold a lun-
cheon meeting at 11:15 a.m. May 20 
at the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers Union Hall, 6250 

CALLAHAN
TILE & STONE

• Sonoma Tilemakers • Oceanside Glasstile
• Landmark Metal Coat • Ken Mason Tile

• Jeffrey Court • Country Floors

925-463-6000
4811 Hopyard Rd • Pleasanton

COMPLIMENTARY DESIGN SERVICE AVAILABLE  
IN OUR SHOWROOM BY APPOINTMENT

Our large designer showroom displays an extensive 
selection of stone, tile and unique decorative accents 

featuring manufacturers as:

5/31/08.
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Village Parkway, Dublin. The cost is 
$11. Call 373-8254. 
Health Chat Health Chat takes 
place from 10 to 11:30 a.m. every 
Thursday at the Pleasanton Senior 
Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. This group 
setting informs and educates seniors 
about various health issues. It is open 
forum and an interactive session. 
Sponsored by Amador Valley Adult 
School and the senior center. Call 
426-4280. 
Lunch Downtown Join us for 
lunch downtown at 11:30 a.m. May 
22. This month we’ll visit Me and 
Mai Friend’s Deli Cafe. Meet at the 
Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353 
Sunol Blvd., and Paratransit will pro-
vide transportation. The cost is $15 
for residents or $18. 
Welcome to Medicare Seminar 
The Health Insurance Counseling 
and Advocacy Program (HICAP) will 
discuss Medicare A, B, C and D; how 
to buy supplemental insurance; and 
when and how to buy a drug plan. 
HICAP is a non-profit organization 
under the Dept. of Aging. Attend one 
of three classes at 7 p.m. the first 
Tuesdays in April, May and June at 
the San Ramon Regional Medical 
Center, south conference room, 7777 
Norris Canyon Road, San Ramon. 
Call 275-8230 or visit www.sanra-
monmedctr.com. 

Spiritual
Faith Chapel Assembly of God 
Sunday services include: All ages 
Sunday school at 9:30 a.m., wor-
ship at 10:30 a.m., and children’s 
church (ages 2 to 12) at 11:15 a.m. 
Women’s Bible study meetings 10 
a.m. Wednesdays. Call 846-8650. 
Mother’s Day Service Tri-Valley 
Unity Church’s May 11 will be at 10 
a.m. at Old St. Raymond’s Church, 
6600 Donlon Way, Dublin. Guest 
speaker Rev. Grace Nicodemus will 
speak on “The Love of the Invisible 
Woman.” Special musical ensemble 
performing. All are welcome. Call 
829-2733. 

Sports
Annual Kicks are for Kids A youth 
soccer clinic for ages 5 to 10 is 
presented by U13 Premier players, 
parents and coaches from 9 a.m. 
to noon May 18 at the Aquatic Park 
field, Santa Rita Road and Black 
Avenue. Learn some new soccer 
moves and have fun playing soc-
cer with some of Pleasanton Rage’s 
top players. Proceeds support U13 
team and give them a chance to be 
mentors. The cost is $25. Call Darryl, 
918-1472, or visit www.pleasanton-
rage.org/kicksareforkids. 
Beginning Cycling Skills Workshop 
Fundraiser Newer riders will get 
more comfortable on their bikes and 
learn tips for being properly equipped 
and riding safely at the workshop 
from 8:30 a.m. to noon May 17 at 
Cyclepath, 337-B Main St. On-the-
bike skills will include clipping in/out, 
shifting, stopping, straight line riding 
and some basic group riding dynam-
ics. We will take a short, 1 hour ride 
to practice. The suggested donation 
is $35 to the Breast Cancer Fund. Call 
485-3218 or visit www.cyclepath.com. 
Callippe Niners Callippe Niners 
is a fun group of nine-hole women 
golfers. We are currently welcoming 
new members into our group. Our 
play days are Tuesday mornings. Call 
Joan, 462-1054. 
Intermediate Cycling Skills 
Workshop Fundraiser Geared 
toward intermediate cyclists look-
ing to improve their skills and gain 
confidence riding in a group the 
workshop is from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
May 18 at Cyclepath, 337-B Main 
St. Participants will take 2-hour ride 
to practice. The suggested donation 
is $50. Call 485-3218 or visit www.
cyclepath.com. 
Pleasanton Ridge Mountain Ride 
Join cyclists of all levels Tuesdays 
from 6 to 8 p.m. in May for this 
friendly, no-drop mountain ride which 

lasts approximately two hours. Riders 
should be in good fitness, have a 
well-adjusted, safe mountain bike 
(with a light) and general knowledge 
of bike handling skills. Meet the 
Cyclepath group at the Foothill stag-
ing area. Call 485-3218. 
Saturday Morning Beginner Road 
Ride This weekly no-drop ride is for 
those new to cycling, who haven’t 
been on their bike for a while or just 
want to ride at a slower pace. Rides 
depart at 9 a.m. from Cyclepath, 
337-B Main St., and will generally be 
10 to 15 mph, 20 miles and no more 
than 2 hours. E-mail rides@cyclepath.
com if you plan to attend. 
Sunday Morning Group Ride Join 
cyclists of all levels from 9 a.m. to 
noon Sundays for this friendly, no-
drop road ride. Routes vary weekly 
and last approximately two to three 
hours. Riders warm up together and 
split into smaller groups based on 
skill level (A—60 miles, B—35 to 
40 miles, C—20 to 25 miles). Bring 
water and a snack. Rides depart from 
Cyclepath, 337-B Main St. (in the 
Bank of America building). 
Tri-Valley Cheer Sign-ups Girls 
between the ages of 10-15 years old 
as of July 31 are invited to sign up 
for Tri-Valley Cheer. Registration fee is 
$75. Upcoming sign-ups for the 2008 
season are from 6 to 7:30 p.m. May 
15 at Frederiksen Elementary School’s 
multipurpose room, 7243 Tamarack 
Drive, Dublin. Season begins in June 
and ends in March. Call 216-6742. 

Support 
Groups
Livermore Peripheral Neuropathy 
Support Group  The Livermore 
Peripheral Neuropathy Support Group 
meets at 10 a.m. the fourth Tuesday 
of each month at Heritage Estates 
Retirement Community, second floor 
conference room, 900 E. Stanley 
Blvd., Livermore. All are welcome. 
Contact Lorene Stack, 447-6158 or 
Ann Laye, 443-4098. 
Pleasanton Military Families 
Pleasanton Military Families, a support 
group for families of service members, 
meets at 7 p.m. the second Tuesday 
of the month. The group includes 
families who have loved ones serving 
in Iraq, Afghanistan and in the Global 
War on Terrorism. Meetings are held 
at a different group member’s home 

each month. Call Chris Miller for infor-
mation on the placement of a yellow 
streamer for the military person on 
Main Street and for information on the 
group, 730-1604. 
Prostate Cancer Support Group 
The group meets at 7:30 p.m. the 
second Tuesday of the month at San 
Ramon Regional Medical Center’s 
south conference room, 7777 Norris 
Canyon Road, San Ramon. Men at 
any stage of prostate cancer and 
their family members are welcome. 
Michael Stephens, MST, facilitates. 
Call 933-0107. 
Stress and Pain Management 
Strategies and Support Learn 
how to use visualization, relaxation 
techniques and new ways of think-
ing (cognitive restructuring) to help 
reduce stress levels and down-
regulate pain. Share experiences and 
ideas in a supportive, caring environ-
ment. Free classes are held from 11 
a.m. to noon the first Wednesday 
of each month at ValleyCare Health 
Library, 5725 W. Las Positas 
Blvd., Suite 270. Facilitated by 
Betty Runnels, M.A., Counseling 
Psychology, Marriage and Family 
Therapy. Call 734-3315 or email bet-
tyrunnels@earthlink.net. 
Tri-Valley ADHD Parent Support 
Group Network with other parents 
as we share experiences and infor-
mation on topics related to parenting 
ADHD children. The group meets 
from 7 to 8:45 p.m. the second 
Wednesday of the month at Thomas 
J. Hart Middle School. Email JoAnn, 
jmatone@comcast.net. 
Tri-Valley Parkinson’s Support 
Group The group meets at 10 a.m. 
on the second Saturday of each 
month at the Pleasanton Senior 
Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd., to pro-
vide information and support for 
Parkinson’s patients and caregivers. 
Call 831-9940. 
Tri-Valley Parkinson’s Support 
Group This group provides peer 
support for those affected by 
Parkinson’s disease and for their 
caregivers, families and friends. The 
group meets from 10 a.m.-noon, the 
second Saturday of the month at 
the Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353 
Sunol Blvd. Call 831-9940 or email 
jackiebard@pacbell.net. 
Twin Valley Mothers of Twins Club 
General meetings are at 6:30 p.m. 
the second Tuesday of the month 
at John Knox Presbyterian Church, 
7421 Amarillo Drive. and include 

round table discussion and dinner. 
Visit www.TVMOTC.com. 
Vision Support Group Individuals 
with low vision, and their loved ones, 
are invited to join us on the third 
Tuesday of each month from 10 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at the Pleasanton 
Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. Join 
us for low vision information, speak-
ers, resources, discussions, and day 
trips. No reservations are required. 
Nominal fees may apply. Call 931-
5369. 

Volunteering
Blankets for Kids Blankets For 
Kids, founded by Pleasanton resi-
dent Jo Molz, makes and distrib-
utes soft fleece blankets to at-risk, 
abused and neglected children in 
the Tri-Valley, Alameda County and 
even Los Angeles. The easy-to-
make blankets are constructed of 
a soft fleece material with pleasant 
designs. Volunteers have made more 
than 10,000 blankets for distribution 
since the organization began. Those 
interested in volunteering, or donat-
ing money or fleece to the nonprofit 
organization call Jo, 846-6155. 
Hats Off America Volunteers are 
wanted for the Hats Off America 
Casino Night April 19; Muscle Car, 
Hot Rod, and Art Fair May 16 to 
18; Red T-Shirt 10K runs/5K walks 
June 7, Sept. 13 and Nov. 8. HOA 
is a nonprofit organization benefiting 
families of fallen soldiers in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. Email Sparky George, 
thebearflagrunner@yahoo.com. 
San Damiano Retreat 
Opportunities abound for people 
of all ages and abilities at San 
Damiano, 710 Highland Drive, 
Danville. Sit and socialize while help-
ing with mailings, enjoy solitude and 
meditation while cultivating the flow-
er, vegetable and fruit gardens, or 
lend your support to the front desk 
and gift shop. Open seven days a 
week includes a free meal. Call 831-
9141 ext. 307. 
Tri-Valley Animal Rescue Do you 
love animals? Become a volunteer 
or a Foster with Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue. Orientations are held at 
East County Animal Shelter (ECAS) 
from 1 to 2:30 p.m. the second 
Saturday and fourth Sunday of each 
month. Registration is not required 
to attend the orientation. Call 803-
7043 or visit www.tvar.org. 

TV30
In a Word Tune in to hosts Jim Ott 
and Kathy Cordova on Channel 30. 
TV30 Book Club discuss Eckhart 
Tolle’s “A New Earth: Awakening to 
Your Life’s Purpose.” Guests: Sandra 
Kay & Violet Hernandez. Interview 
with author of “Hope’s Garden.” 
Commentary by Susan Groshans. 
Airs daily 6:30 am, 12:30, 3:30 & 
9:30 pm. 
Let’s Talk Sports TV30’s “Let’s Talk 
Sports” features sports memorabilia 
and the history of modern baseball 
with one of a kind artifacts, with 
sports collector legend Mark Macrea 
and Dr. B. On Channel 30 daily at 
noon, 2:30, 4 (Friday), 6:30 and 
10:30 p.m. 

Black 
Mini Bark

Base 
Rock

Topsoil

Flagstone

Moss Rock

Pavers

925-846-5040 5505 Sunol Blvd, PleasantonRICHERT LUMBER COMPANY

Pleasanton
Real Estate News

by  
Gerarda
Stocking

Gerarda Stocking is the Owner/Broker 
of Stocking Realty.

 There are symbols of home 
ownership that do a better job 
of making a man’s heart pump 
a little faster than a barbecue 
that stands ready to cook a 
meal for the family. In the 
American mythology, this sig-
nifies home ownership and lei-
sure time and extremely good 
food. But the magical picture 
shatters if the barbecue grill 
carries dried souvenirs of meals 
cooked throughout its life.
 What to do? Heloise has an 
answer. Stick the grill in a big, 
heavy-duty plastic garbage bag 
with a quarter cup of ammo-
nia, tie it shut, and let it be 
overnight. In the morning, the 
ammonia fumes will have per-
suaded most of the caked-on 
stuff that it’s time to go. Finish 
the job by rubbing the grill 
with a ball made of aluminum 
foil or spray the crusty stuff off 
with a strong power washer.
 Another advisor, Linda 
Cobb, suggests the best job 
can be done when the grill is 
hot. Let it cool enough that 
you’re unlikely to burn your-
self, then rub it down with a 
ball of aluminum foil—not 
with a grill brush (because it 
often holds food debris itself ). 
Then rub the grill down with 
“waterless hand cleaner” from 
your local hardware store. 
In theory, at least, your grill 
should shine like new, as 
should your reputation as the 
Barbecue Chef (and Chief ). 
For real estate assistance call 
Gerarda Stocking at 846-4000 
or visit her website at www.
gerardastocking.com.

YOU AND YOUR BBQ 
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 “Ever since he was little he always wanted to be a Marine,” 
she said. “I’m very proud of him. I admire him. He’s my hero. 
After 9/11 he really wanted to do what he could to help and 
I think he has. He’s succeeded in that goal.”
 Seeing their children succeed is a goal of many mothers, 
but for those with children in the military, it can be a difficult 
journey. No news can be good news, but moms cling to some 
of the available modes of communications: emails, phone 
calls and even mailed greeting cards that allow senders to 
record a voice message.
 “Those poor moms in World War II with no email, no 
phone calls, just someone pulling up to the door with a 
notice,” Sherry Yonker said. “Just to hear his chuckle—I held 
onto that.”
 Another way Yonker made it through the ordeal was join-
ing the Pleasanton Military Families (PMF) support group. 
There, she met other families who could commiserate, send 
packages to support troops and get updates from other local 
servicemen and women through daily emails. 
 Ofelia Gomez is also a member of the group and was 

thankful for the support right down to assistance in figuring 
out the mechanics of making a phone call to her daughter 
Jennifer, 21, an Army medic. 
 “It’s been very encouraging,” she said. “It’s been great to 
see and hear other moms and parents going through the same 
struggles.”
 Gomez is waiting a little longer for her Mother’s Day pres-
ent, as Jennifer will end her 14-month tour of service in Iraq 
early June.
 “I’m so glad it’s May, because now I’m counting weeks 
and soon will count days until she’s home,” she said. 
 It was one day in the car that Jennifer told her mom she 
wanted to learn more about the Army. 
 “I was really surprised and scared,” Ofelia Gomez said. 
“Then she said, ‘Didn’t you teach me about God’s plan for 
me and how he will protect me wherever I am?’ I didn’t know 
what to do, then she said the reason why [she wanted to go]: 
‘I want to serve God, other people and my country,’ she said, 
so I had peace about it.”
 While it has been one of the most “scary and painful expe-

riences” for the Gomez family, their faith has grown more 
than ever. 
 “My desire is to reach out to other moms that are going 
through the same things,” she said. “I don’t know how moms 
who depend on their own strength can go through a thing like 
this; that is my desire to be able to share with others what 
God has done for us.”
 Cindy De Pretis’ son, Chris, who turns 20 in June, is also 
currently deployed to Iraq and found the support from other 
families to be very helpful. 
 “At first it’s really hard but it gets easier,” she said. 
“Pleasanton Military Families makes a huge difference.”
 Chris graduated from Amador Valley High School in 
2006 and went to boot camp a few weeks later. He is now an 
infantry SAW gunner and is expected to return home in either 
December or January. 
 One of the hardest parts for the De Pretis family is having 
to go through holidays and even the death of a grandmother 
without him. Yet, they find creative ways of staying in con-
tact online. 

Sherry Yonker is greeted by her 
son, Kenny, on his return home 
from a seven-month tour in Iraq. 

gaining strength 

as their children 

serve overseas

s
unday marks an especially meaningful Mother’s Day for Sherry Yonker and her family. After being split 
by an ocean and many countries for months, her son returned from his first tour in Iraq two weeks ago. 
  “At the airport, I can’t even tell you the emotions I had,” she said of seeing him get off the airplane. 

 “I hope I never have those again. I wanted to hold him so badly I couldn’t wait.” Cpl. Kenny Yonker, 23, returned 
from a seven-month tour in Iraq and his mom considers it a wonderful Mother’s Day present.

by  
emily  

atwood
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Get involved with a military families group

 One way moms cope is by joining together with other families 
through the Pleasanton Military Families support group. It meets 
at 7 p.m. the second Tuesday of the month at a different group 
member’s home each month. Throughout the year they gather to 
talk and share updates as well as send packages to troops.
 For those wanting a yellow streamer placed on light poles on 
Main Street in honor of a man or woman in the service, give Chris 
Miller a call at 730-1604.  

Donate items at Operation  
SAM’s spring donation drive

 In Livermore, Operation: SAM (Supporting All Military) is plan-
ning its biggest military appreciation drive yet from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
May 31 at the Livermore Wal-Mart, 2700 Las Positas Road.
 Many items have been requested for troops in Wounded 
Warrior Casualty Hospitals in Iraq, Afghanistan and Germany, as 
well as U.S. deployed military serving in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
 The all-volunteer, apolitical, nonprofit group is asking that com-
munity members stop to think of the troops by donating some items 
or even writing a letter of encouragement and appreciation. 
 While residents are enjoying weather in the 70s and 80s, 
Operation SAM organizers said troops are currently enduring sand 
storms and heat in excess of 140 degrees. To make the heat and 
living situation more bearable, they are requesting the following 
items to be donated: eye wash, nasal saline spray, deodorant, razors, 
white cotton tube socks, washcloths, bug repellent, Tylenol, sun-
block, cough drops, Tums, trail mix, individual water flavorings, 
granola and energy bars, jerky, lip balm, batteries and more. 
 They will also collect used cell phones, working or not, to be 
exchanged for prepaid phone cards that would allow troops to 
speak with loved ones. 
 To learn more about Operation SAM and the donation drive, 
visit www.operationsam.org or call 443-7620.

how to locally  
support troops

DID YOU KNOW? 
Last year, more than 10,000 children, adults 
and seniors made more than 25,000 visits to 

our clinics in Pleasanton and Livermore, a 66% 
increase over the past five years.

If you’d like to know more about the Tri-Valley’s community 
health centers or donate to Axis Community Health online, 

please visit www.axishealth.org.

Car insurance with

PERSONAL SERVICE.
No extra charge.

At State Farm® you get a competitive rate and an agent  
dedicated to helping you get the coverage that’s right for you 
and the discounts you deserve. Nobody takes care of you like 
State Farm. Contact me. I’ll prove it.

Jim Hocking, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: 0451825
2340 Santa Rita Road
Pleasanton, CA 94566-4100
Bus: 925-462-2866
Serving the Tri-Valley 

for 35 Years

Cell Block  Jazz Band
West Coast traditional jazz sound

$20, $25, $30

Tribute to Judy Garland
Blackhawk Chorus

$14, $24

Spring Concert
Livermore High School Bands

$5

Las Positas College Band
Special Guest Jazz Guitarist Mimi Fox

$16, $20, $28, $36

Eldar in Concert 
A most formidable young jazz pianist

$28, $31, $36, $11 Students

Mostly Brahms 
Livermore-Amador Symphony 

$21, $26, $31

Tickets 925-373-6800
Ofelia Gomez stand with daughter 

Jennifer, who is in Iraq serving  
as an Army medic. 
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Chris De Pretis and mom Cindy enjoy a family dinner before he was 
deployed last July 2007. 

 “We talk through AIM [AOL 
instant messenger], which I’ve 
never used before,” she said. “It’s 
really great and very convenient. 
He sends messages and pictures 
through MySpace, which I would 
have never used before.”
 He’s already been home for his 
18-day leave and seeing him made 
it easier for the family to say good-
bye again. Although, De Pretis 
noticed that his military experience 
has changed her son.
 “He’s very much in the war,” she 
said. “He has had friends die, and 
has been shot at—he’s very much 
on the front lines. It takes them 
from being a child to a man. It was 
a very profound and clear-cut sev-
ering.
 “That is very interesting as a 
mother—one day he’s your child 
and six weeks later he’s not mine 
anymore,” she continued. “I also 
think it’s been the best thing in 
the world for him. I mean, he’s 
not fond of the Army, but he sees 
how it stretches you and teaches 
you discipline. He says ‘They strip 
you of all you freedoms so that you 
know what it is to be free.’”

 The strength she’s gained as a 
military mom will be put to work 
again as her son Marc will join 
the Marines after graduating this 
year from Village High School. As 
her involvement with PMF con-
tinues she looks forward not only 
to Chris’ homecoming, but also of 
those she’s learned about through 
the group.
 “The group coordinates home-
comings for every soldier who 
comes back home after their tour,” 
De Pretis said. “They often have 
the Patriot Guard waiting at the 
airport to escort the soldier home. 
Then people wait at the home with 
a “welcome home” banner, flags 
waving, music playing, people 
cheering. The VFW [Veterans of 
Foreign Wars] is there in uniform 
and the soldier is presented with a 
flag, a medal and a letter from the 
congressman. This is all coordi-
nated by the group and is the most 
overwhelming display of love that 
you could ever imagine.”
 When Kenny Yonker was recent-
ly welcomed home, his homecom-
ing included a water arch from fire 
hoses over the planes, Amercian 
flags scattered throughout his 
lawn, uniformed veterans waiting 
to shake his hand and 100 thankful 
members of the community. 
 “It would be an answer to prayer 
to have everyone received in that 
manner,” Sherry Yonker said. 
“[Kenny] was really touched by it 
all. In my eyes, they all deserve it. 
They’re hometown heros.” 

“Those poor moms  
in World War II with no 
email, no phone calls, 
just someone pulling 
up to the door with  
a notice.”

—Sherry Yonker
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TransitionsTransitions
Roger K. Floyd 
 Roger K. Floyd died suddenly 
April 13 
from an 
aneurism in 
Korea. He 
was 51.
 Mr. Floyd 
was born 
July 26, 
1956. He 
a t t e n d e d 
San Lorenzo 
High School 
and when he 
was 18, joined the Army.
 During the next 20 years, 
he served two tours of duty in 
Seoul, Korea, and also five years 
at S.H.A.P.E. headquarters in 
Belgium. 
 When he retired from the Army, 
he went back to school to obtain 
an engineering degree. He took 
a job with the Army Corps of 
Engineers and in December 2002, 
he went to Seoul, Korea.
 He is survived by his wife, 

Hyun-Ju of Korea; sons, Roy, 
28, and Kenneth, 26, and daugh-
ter, Sarah, 16, who all live in 
Southern California; two step-
daughters, Ju-Nee and Ye-Jin; his 
mother, Bonnie McLaughlin of 

Pleasanton; and sisters, Wendy 
Clare of Pleasanton and Sally 
Dull of Lake Oswego, Ore.
 A memorial service with full 
military honors was held April 24 
in Korea.

Obituaries

PLEASANTON |   900 Main Street   925.251.1111

ALAIN PINEL REALTORS
and the City of Pleasanton

are once again proud 
to sponsor the 

Pleasanton Rose Show

68th Annual

Pleasanton Rose

Show
Saturday, May 10, 2008

Registration:
7:30-10:00am

Judging:
10:00am - 12:30pm

Open to Public:
1:00 - 5:00pm

Awards Ceremony:
3:00pm

Wine Tasting:
1:00 - 5:00pm

$5.00 with Elliston Vineyard

New Location!
Pleasanton Library

400 Old Bernal Avenue,
Pleasanton

Come Celebrate the 

“Re-Blooming” of the

Pleasanton Rose Show

apr.com

Are you paying too 
much for COBRA?

Or do you just need individual or group 
health coverage at affordable rates?

Call today to save money!

Charlene Beasley
Lic#0C26292

Beasley Insurance Services
925-803-9799

www.beasleyinsurance.com

Free Quote go to www.beasleyinsurance.com

Plans  
as low as

$4900
per 
month

*Based on HealthNet PPO-HSA 
plan for singles age 19-29

WHAT PEOPLE  
ARE SAYING ABOUT 

After my injury I stopped exercising. Bodymax helped me recover 
quickly and showed me how to exercise correctly. Now I’m back where I 
need to be; working and playing outside with my kids. 

The trainers at Bodymax really listened to my concerns. Their knowledge 
of injury prevention and maintenance assured me that I was in safe 
hands. After training at Bodymax I feel healthier, look better and exercise 
without pain.

All Bodymax trainers are college graduates in the exercise health field.  
They are knowledgeable in nutrition, injury prevention and can assist 
you in improving your overall health. Let us help design the perfect 
program to fit your needs.  

Come by and see us so we can help you reach your goals starting 
today. We have flexible appointments to meet your needs.

6668 Owens Dr.
Pleasanton, CA 94588
925-621-2200
www.bodymax.net

Colin Henry Fournier

Colin Henry Fournier 
was born March 14 at 6 
a.m. at Kaiser Hospital in 
Walnut Creek. He weighed 
6 pounds 4 ounces. 
Proud parents are Kevin 
and Denise Fournier. 
Kevin is a physicist at 
Lawrence Livermore 
National Lab. Denise is a 
stay-at-home mom and 
Presbyterian minister. Big 
brothers Paddy and Liam are overjoyed with their little “cutie.”

Births

March 30
Amy and Todd Fischer, twins: a 
girl and boy

April 3
Alisa Woehl and Christopher 
Cruger, a boy
April 4
Ping Han and Yong Chen, a girl

The following information on 
Pleasanton births was provided  
by ValleyCare Medical Center.
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April 25

April 26

April 27

April 28

April 29

April 30

May 1

The Pleasanton Police Department 
made the following information avail-
able. Under the law, those charged 
with offenses are considered inno-
cent until convicted.

Community PulseCommunity Pulse

Police Report

Checkpoint leads to 4 DUI arrests

 Four drivers were arrested Monday night for 
driving under the influence of alcohol during a 
Cinco de Mayo DUI and driver’s license checkpoint 
near the fairgrounds. One arrest was for a combina-
tion DUI and drug possession, police said. 
 A total of 15 vehicles were impounded relating 
to the DUI arrests and drivers who were either 
unlicensed or using a suspended license.

 Held between 6:30 and 11 p.m. at Bernal and 
Pleasanton avenues, Pleasanton officers were joined 
by those from Livermore, Dublin, the California 
Highway Patrol and the Alameda County Sheriff’s 
department.
 A total of 1,134 vehicles were screened with 
16 drivers given a field sobriety test. Police said 
26 drivers were investigated for license viola-
tions and 14 were given citations for license 
violations. 

Police Bulletin

WEEKLY MEETING NOTICES

ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  
AND PUBLIC COMMENT IS WELCOME

The above represents a sampling of upcoming meeting items. 
For complete information, please visit  

www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/community/calendar

Planning Commission
Wednesday, May 14, 2008 @ 7:00 p.m.
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

Stoneridge Drive Specific Plan Amendment/Staples 
Ranch Project

 Review of the Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for 
a Specific Plan amendment to the Stoneridge Drive Specific 
Plan for the Staples Ranch project.

 The review of the Specific Plan amendment to the 
Stoneridge Drive Specific Plan (PSP-11) is being 
rescheduled to a future meeting.

Housing Commission
Thursday, May 15, 2008 @ 7:00 p.m.
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue

the agenda for this meeting

Economic Vitality Committee
Thursday, May 15, 2008 @ 7:30 a.m.
Operation Service Center, 3333 Busch Road

Youth Commission
Wednesday, May 14, 2008 @ 7:00 p.m.
Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd.

the agenda for this meeting

Youth Master Plan Implementation 
Committee (YMPIC)
Monday, May 12, 2008 @ 5:30 p.m.
Operation Service Center, 3333 Busch Road

GENERAL INFORMATION
The City of Pleasanton has completed its Draft Environmental 
Impact Report (DEIR) for the Stoneridge Drive Specific Plan 
Amendment/Staples Ranch project, located on the southwest 
corner of the I-580 and El Charro Road Intersection.

The proposed 124-acre Staples Ranch development would 
include an approximately 37-acre auto mall to accommodate 
the relocation of the Pleasanton Auto Mall, a 45-acre senior 
continuing care community with a health center, an 11-acre 
commercial/retail development, a 17-acre community park, 
and a 5-acre neighborhood park that includes a storm water 
detention basin.  Access to the auto mall and future commercial 
development would be from a new road off El Charro Road, with 
no through connection to Stoneridge Drive except for emergency 
vehicles.

The DEIR is available at the Pleasanton Planning Division, 200 
Old Bernal Avenue, the Pleasanton Library, 400 Old Bernal 
Avenue and online at www.staplesranch.org.

Written comments on the DEIR will be accepted by the 
Department of Planning and Community Development through 
Wednesday, June 4, 2008, a 45 day review period.

If you have any questions regarding this notice, please contact 
Robin Giffin, Associate Planner, at (925) 931-5612 or rgiffin@
ci.pleasanton.ca.usUp-to-date news 

about Pleasanton 
every day



American
Vic’s All Star Kitchen
201 Main St., Pleasanton, (925) 
484-0789. Vic’s delivers a starry mix 
of American food, fast service and 
a cheery atmosphere. Owner Vic 
Malatesta teamed his love of sports 
with his passion for good food to cre-
ate a solid dining experience. Vic’s is 
open daily 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. Evening 
banquets and daytime catering are 
available.
Bridges
44 Church St., Danville, 820-7200. 
Executive Chef Kevin Gin interprets 
California-American cuisine with 
European and Asian influences with 
expansive lunch and dinner menus. 
Add dessert, wine and cocktails and 
you have Bridges’ casual fine dining 
experience. Visit www.bridgesdan-
ville.com for event and private party 
details. 
Pleasanton Hotel Restaurant
855 Main St., Pleasanton, 846-8106. 
Executive Chef Chris Smith offers 
exciting contemporary American 
cooking at lunch and dinner, featuring 
a wide selection of fresh fish entrees. 
Also offering our famous Sunday 
Champagne Buffet Brunch full bar 
and patio service. Visit us at www.
pleasantonhotel.com for menus and 
private party and catering details.
Zorn’s Restaurant
3015 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
462-0994. Located in the Hopyard 
Village Shopping Center, Zorn’s 
serves breakfast all day. Open seven 
days a week from 6:30 a.m. to 3 
p.m. with breakfast and lunch spe-

cials. Dine in or take out. Catering 
also available.

Asian-Pacific
Mahalo Grille
425 Main St., Pleasanton, 462-2800. 
Treat yourself to a taste sensation at 
Mahalo Grille featuring a variety of 
Pacific seafood, Hawaiian fresh fish 
and shell fish, and “Mahalo” signa-
ture selections. Also try our various 
vegetarian-friendly offerings, California 
wines and island cocktails. Visit www.
mahalogrille.com.

Barbecue
Red Smoke Grill
4501 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
734-0307. Home of the Tri Tip and 
Blue, Red Smoke Grill was voted best 
take out food by Pleasanton Weekly 
readers in 2006. Dine in or take out 
rotisserie chicken, ribs, prawns, salads 
and tri tip, or pulled pork sandwiches. 
Relax with a beer or a bottle of wine. 
Visit www.redsmokegrill.com. 

Brewpub/
Alehouse
Main Street Brewery
830 Main St., Pleasanton, 462-8218. 
Pleasanton’s only BrewPub, some ales 
(Attaboy IPA) are brewed with locally 
grown hops. We also have a rotating 
selection of guest brews and seasonal 
ales. To-go orders welcome and we’re 

available for parties up to 100. Live 
music every Friday and Saturday, visit 
www.mainstreetbrewery.com for activi-
ties and specials. 
The Hop Yard American Alehouse 
and Grill 
3015H Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
426-9600. Voted Best Watering Hole 
in Pleasanton, The Hop Yard offers 
30 craft beers on tap as well as great 
food. The full-service menu includes 
appetizers, salads and grilled fare that 
will bring you back time and again. 
Banquet facilities available. On the 
web at www.hopyard.com.

470 Market Place, San Ramon, 277-
9600. Featuring a giant 8-foot projec-
tion screen for major sporting events, 
they also feature 30 beers on tap 
and a great grill. Go in for the beer, 
go back for the food. More at www.
hopyard.com.

California Cuisine
Stacey’s Cafe
310 Main St., Pleasanton, 461-3113. 
Located on Main Street in downtown 
Pleasanton, Stacey’s is open for lunch 
and dinner seven days a week, serv-
ing fresh California cuisine. Come as 
you are and enjoy our dining room, 
banquet room, outdoor patios and full 
bar. Visit www.staceyscafe.com.

Catering
Fontina’s Catering
349 Main St., Downtown Pleasanton, 
462-9299. Fontina Ristorante’s award-

winning menu can now be delivered 
to your home or office. Our lunch 
and dinner specialties feature home-
made soups and pastas, premium 
seafood and meats, and a vegetar-
ian menu. For parties of 10 or more, 
we’ll include free dessert or 10 per-
cent off your total bill (excluding tax).
Girasole Grill/Pampered Palate 
Catering
831-4888. Offering affordable and 
elegant catering, Girasole Grill/
Pampered Palate provides quality 
food and generous portions at a 
fair price. Services include: deco-
rated buffets with hors d’oeuvres 
and carving stations; sit down meal 
service; strictly hors d’oeuvres, 
both buffet and server passed; and 
a variety of beverage packages 
with no corkage fees. Visit www.
ppceastbay.com.

Chinese
Chinese Szechuan
3059 Hopyard Road #G, Pleasanton, 
846-5251. Chinese Szechuan is 
Pleasanton’s best-loved Chinese res-
taurant. Family owned and run since 
1987, it has friendly service, deli-
cious food and great prices, includ-
ing lunch specials and carry-out. A 
banquet room is available. 
Panda Mandarin Cuisine
30 W. Angela St., Pleasanton, 484-
4880. Panda offers several delicious 
specials using fresh ingredients and 
spices that make traditional northern 
Chinese cuisine such a delight. Open 
for lunch Monday through Friday, 
dinner Monday through Saturday, 

closed Sunday. A private banquet 
room is available. Visit www.panda-
pleasanton.com.

Continental
Barone’s
475 St. John St., Pleasanton, 426-
0987. Pleasanton’s most romantic 
continental cuisine restaurant fea-
tures innovative pasta, seafood and 
meat entrees, outdoor dining, and 
a full bar. Barone’s is open for din-
ner seven nights and lunch Monday 
through Friday, with live music on 
Friday and Saturday evenings. Ask 
about our banquet facilities and spe-
cial events.

Fusion
Oasis Grille
780 Main St., Pleasanton, 417-8438. 
Visit downtown Pleasanton’s exotic 
dining destination. Oasis features 
kabobs, rice and vegetarian dishes, 
to name a few. Check out our 
updated wine and exotic cocktail 
menus. We also cater! Visit www.
OasisGrille.com.

Italian
Fontina Ristorante
349 Main St., Pleasanton, 462-9299. 
This popular downtown restaurant 
gets rave reviews from both locals 
and visitors. Fontina offers a chang-
ing, seasonal menu and daily spe-
cials—including homemade soups, 

DiningOutDiningOut

417-5900
680 Main Street, Downtown Pleasanton

Sunday Country Brunch Buffet

Try Our New Entrees!
Just $14.95 or Less 

Everyday!

Enjoy your 
Mother's 

Day Brunch 
with us!

Savory Delights of Northern China

PRIVATE BANQUET ROOM TAKE-OUT

30 West Angela St., Downtown Pleasanton 

LUNCH SPECIALS:
DINNER:

2004/2005 &
2006 WINNER

Italian Style Spaghetti & Ravioli

www.gayninetiespizza.com

www.hopyard.com

Pleasanton
(925) 426-9600
3015-H Hopyard Road

“Best American Food 
Restaurant”

“Best Place for After 
Work Drink”

“Best French Fries”

Come for the Beer!
Come Back for the Food!

30 BEERS ON TAP
Our Patio is Open!
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3037-G Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton (At Valley Ave in Hopyard Village)

925-485-4500
www.LaViteRestaurant.com

Open for Lunch and Dinner
With combination of an elegant Banquet room and charming wine bar ideal for rehearsal 

dinners, bridal showers, company parties or any special occasion you are celebrating.

Mother’s Day
Lunch Buffet

Please call for 
reservations.

11:00 am-
2:30 pm$1495
 15%

15% Lunch
Discount

5/31/08
One Coupon per table 

limited to parties of less 
than 10.

4501 Hopyard Rd, Pleasanton
734-0307

Open daily from 11am
www.redsmokegrill.com

Family Meals To Go
Meals include four corn muffins and two large sides.

Rotisserie Chicken . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $16.99
Tri-Tip
  1 1/2 pound . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25.99
  2 pound. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $29.99
Slab-and-a-Half of Ribs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $26.99
One Pound Tri-Tip and Whole Chicken . . . . . . . . $32.99
Full Slab of Ribs & Whole Chicken . . . . . . . . . . . $32.99
One Pound Tri-Tip and Whole Slab . . . . . . . . . . . $36.99

Sides
Small Side Salad, French 
Fries, Roasted Corn 
Salad, Potato Salad, 
Creamy Cole Slaw, 
Santa Maria Style Beans, 
Chicken Tortilla Soup, 
Mashed Potatoes



pastas, seafood, chicken and veal—
served in a comfortably elegant 
atmosphere. We have indoor and 
outdoor seating. Join us for Saturday 
and Sunday champagne brunch.
La Vite Ristorante
3037-G Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
485-4500. La Vite Ristorante was 
rated “A” by the Contra Costa Times 
restaurant critic and voted the best 
Italian restaurant by the readers of 
the Tri-Valley Herald. We’re located 
off the beaten path of downtown 
Pleasanton in the Hopyard Village 
Shopping Center.
Girasole Grill
3180 Santa Rita Road at West Las 
Positas Boulevard, Pleasanton, 
484-1001. Girasole, a locally owned 
family business, is an award winning 
California style Italian restaurant. It 
was voted Best Italian Restaurant by 
Pleasanton Weekly readers for 2007. 
We feature signature cuisine such as 
Scoozzi, Absolut! prawns, chicken 
gorgi, ppinach for Veronica, Tuscan 
pork and signature fresh seafood...
just to name a few. We are upscale, 
but California casual with friendly 
prices.
Silver Palate Restaurant & Market
680 Main St Downtown Pleasanton, 
417-5900 The ambiance of this 
restaurant evokes the light-filled 
expanse of a European marketplace, 
while the outdoor patio captures the 
best in al fresco dining. Choose from 
a wide selection of flavorful entrees 
and side accompaniments ... Just 
$14.95 or less everyday! We also 
feature a special dinner menu. Kids 
eat FREE with each paying adult. 
Now open for breakfast! Country 
Brunch Buffet every Sunday. Open 
seven days a week.

Japanese
Sato Japanese Cuisine
3105-K Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
462-3131. Makoto Sato, Owner 
Operator has been serving traditional 
japanese cuisine for over 25 years 
in Pleasanton. Enjoy the variety of 
our sushi bar and Japanese tempura 
and teriyaki sushi. We are open for 
lunch and dinner. We also do cater-
ing. Open Tuesday through Sunday 
and closed Monday. 

Mexican
Blue Agave Club
625 Main St., Pleasanton, 417-1224. 
Come downtown for fine dining 
and casual lunches in our outdoor 
patio. Our menu includes a variety of 
selections from classic tortilla soup 
and mole poblano to grilled salmon 
(a house specialty) and filet mignon 
with a spicy Chipotle Chile sauce. 
We also specialize in premium “sip-
ping” tequilas and carry over 200 
different varieties. Visit www.bluea-
gaveclub.com.

Pizza
Gay Nineties Pizza Co.
288 Main St., Pleasanton, 846-2520. 
Gay Nineties is family-oriented with 
an extensive menu, including our 
renowned pizza, Italian dishes, sal-
ads and sandwiches. We also have 
wine, beer, patio dining and games 
for kids. Come for groups, take out 
and call-ahead lunch orders. We’re 
open seven days a week from 11 
a.m. to 11 p.m.

Steakhouse
Bighorn Grill
2410 San Ramon Valley Blvd., San 
Ramon, 838-5678. Relax in our 
luxurious “mountain lodge” with a 
quintessential martini. Experience the 
aroma and flavors of our wood-fired 
grill. Enjoy a savory steak, tradi-
tional prime rib, smoked ribs, fresh 
seafood, and a variety of signature 
dishes. Fabulous wine list and two 
private banquet rooms. Visit www.
bighorngrill.com. 
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Amador Valley 
Optometric

Complete eyecare for men, 
women, teens, & children

We “Care” For your 
eyes For Now and 
For your Future!

Serving Pleasanton  
for more than 25 years

Dr. Barry C. Winston

Black Avenue  
Professional Offices 

4450-C Black Avenue, 
Pleasanton  

925.462.2600
off Santa Rita Road behind

Lynne Wood Methodist Church

Convenient Weekday  
& Evening Hours 

Keep Your Eyecare Local!

Most Vision Plans 
Accepted

 Medicare Assignment 
Accepted

Dining Out LUNCH SPECIAL
$12.95 for
 ANY menu item  

w/ soda or House Beer 
11:30-2:30 Tues-Sun

LIVE MUSIC...Every Friday & Saturday

SUISHA HOUSE
Japanese Bistro

HAPPY HOUR: Mon-Sat 5-7 pm
wine, beer & sake: $3 (large), $2 (small)

Lunch: Mon-Fri 11:30-2:30
Dinner: Mon-Thurs 5-9:30 pm, Fri & Sat 5-10 pm

Grand Opening Special
Mention this ad & receive 

20% OFF all entrees & sushi.

Koll Center Pkwy

Va
lle

y 
Av

e

Bernal Ave

68
0

3015 Hopyard Suite A-C Pleasanton 462-0994

In the Hopyard Village Shopping Center

Open 7 Days 6:30 AM - 3 PM

Serving Breakfast  
All Day  

Lunch Menu 
Catering 

*exp 5-31-08
$4.99 *Includes: 2 pancakes,  

  2 eggs, 2 Bacon or Sausage

$1.00 - Blueberry, Banana, or nut.
 

To have your 

restaurant 

listed in this dining 

directory, please 

call the Pleasanton 

Weekly Advertising 

Department 

at (925) 600-0840

Our nurses combine their exceptional skills with  

personalized care and compassion creating a  

hallmark for ValleyCare Health System.

In honor of National Nurses Week, we  

wish to thank every one of our nurses for  

their commitment to excellence and  

continued dedication to promoting  

health and wellness to all who come  

under their care.
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Advertising space available,  

call (925) 600-0840

for more information.
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P l e a s a n t o nt a b l e  o f  c o n t e n t

p u b l i s h e r ’s  n o t e

Quick reference directory 

All the important numbers needed  

to set up house in Pleasanton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

Calendar of public events 

Street fairs, concerts in the park 

and more, month by month. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
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Facts and stats about Pleasanton, 
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Public and private schools, 

elementary through college. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .23
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Classes, outings and sports—plus preschools. . . . . . . . . . . . . .29
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From badminton to golfing to running to water polo . . . . . . . .35

Arts & entertainment 

Live music, theaters and galleries. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .43
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Clubs, support services, service groups,  

volunteer organizations and much more . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .49
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Trains, planes, automobiles, hotels. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .70
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Advertiser index . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .71
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On the cover:  Roy Weaver, 86, enjoys some ice cream at Cold Stone Creamery on 

Main Street. Weaver used to live in Ridge View Commons and loved to stop in the ice 

cream shop before enjoying a stroll down Main Street. Photo by Shannon Corey.

Extra copies of info Pleasanton are available for $5 each at the 

Pleasanton Weekly, 5506 Sunol Blvd. Suite 100.

Jeb Bing

Publisher and editor, Pleasanton Weekly

2006-07 Info Pleasanton 

 Welcome to Info Pleasanton for 2006-07, an exciting local re-

source guide for our community. T
his comprehensive directory 

points the way to the amenities, services and facilities that make 

Pleasanton a great place to live, work, shop and dine.

 Readers should take note of the Public Officials section on page 

15. With Election Day on November 7 and many of the officials 

listed in the section in close races, the information is subject to 

change. Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger is up for re-election, as 

well as U.S. House Representatives Richard Pombo and Pete Stark 

and U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein. Locally, M
ayor Jennifer Hoster-

man is running for re-election against Councilman Steve Brozosky. 

There are also four candidates running for two vacant Council seats. 

To make sure your voice is heard in these crucial elections, check 

page 16 for voter registration information.

 Whether you’re new in town or seasoned dwellers, we think 

you’ll find this new Info Pleasanton a handy directory for everything 

you want to know about our community—a ready reference guide 

that will be useful for months to come.

P l e a s a n t o n
M A G A Z I N E

info
2 0 0 8 - 2 0 0 9

Coming to Pleasanton homes this September
The most complete local resource magazine guide .

inside Info Pleasanton:

■  City & Community Services
■  Dining, Arts & Entertainment
■  Recreation & Outdoor Activities
■  Schools & Education
■  Shopping

■  Kids’ World
■  Getting Around
■  Non-Profit Organizations
■  Facts & Stats
■  Detailed Maps 

c
o

m
m

u
n

it
y

Complete Nail Care, 
Hair, Facials & Waxing 

For Women & Men

fancy nail spa, salon & boutique

20% off
All Hair Services

exp. 5-31-08

Springtime

Special!

818 Main Street (Suites C & D) Pleasanton

ACROSS FROM THE PLEASANTON HOTEL & THE ROSE HOTEL

(925) 484–4338
205 A Main St. Pleasanton  

( Behind Vic’s All Star Cafe ) 

925.249.YARN 
See our website! 

www.yourknittingplace.com

·Yarn & Fibers  
· Books & Patterns  
· Parties & Events 
· Special Projects

Remember our 
Gift Certificates 

are perfect 
for any occasion.

L Consulting
Julie Loomis, CPA

Accounting and Tax Services

J

JL Consulting is a full-service Certified 
Public Accounting firm that has been 
serving the Pleasanton area since 2001. We 
provide accurate and confidential services 
for both individuals and 
businesses that are designed 
to save time and money.

Call today to get started
(925) 846-1859
www.jlcpa.net

How it works: 

1. Click
Select meals from 
our monthly menu

2. Make/Take
Assemble your 
meals in our 
professional 
kitchen or have our 
chefs prepare them 
for you. Take home 
and cook when 
you’re ready.

3. Enjoy!
Most meals are 
on the table in 30 
minutes.

www.gourmadecookery.com  
or call (925) 846-4774

7060 Koll Center Parkway Suite 320, Pleasanton

Assemble Fabulous Meals or Let 
Our Personal Chefs Do the Work 
Save Time, Save Money, Eat Healthy and Put 
Fun Back into Cooking!

Call for your reservation today! 

PLEASANTON
5424 Sunol Blvd. Ste. 4 
Raley’s Shopping Center

925 462-2228On your  way to  wonderful .™

Sign-up now.
30-minute circuit training.

We need 50 Volunteers 
to Participate in a 21 
Day Fitness Study

Volunteers 
Wanted!

Volunteer Requirements:

with moderate exercise 30 minutes, three times a week

privileges during the study 

Poetry On Canvas

VIPs @ the POC
Join us Every Friday 7-9 as we Enjoy  
Art, Enjoy Tastings, Enjoy the Balcony  

on Aloha Fridays! Memberships for 
Tastings and Tax Free purchases $25  
a year. ~ We have a Passion for Art.~ 

55 W. Angela #205, Pleasanton
461-5084

10% OFF your first order  
and/or 20% OFF any order of $50 or more

 
 

This is all it  take s to start   
your AVON business! 

Ask abou t it today! 

 
 order required 

 
 or inventory

Dolores Lortz
 

Pleasanton, CA 94566 
(925) 426-780863 West Angela • Pleasanton, CA 

(925) 846–0155

WHAT’S NEW AT THE BERRY PATCH?
A Dollhouse In A Box (feng shui in action)

Individual Picnic Sets (just in time for summer)
Little Girl Summer Dresses (sooooo cute)

Childrens “Flap Hats” (back by popular demand)
SEE YOU SOON!

www.TheBerryPatchStore.com


