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Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through Securian Financial Services Inc. Securities Dealer, member FINRA/SIPC. Summit Financial Group LLC is independently owned and operated.
TR#6305 DOFU 11/2007

With over 40 years of combined 
experience in financial services and 
asset management, Summit Financial 
Group partners Nathan Bennett, Steve 
Wilcox and Don Ledoux specialize in 
retirement planning and helping small 
business owners coordinate their 
financial plans and strategies. 

Comprehensive Financial Services 
2010 Crow Canyon Place, Suite 120
San Ramon, CA 94583 

925 -866-7800

Spring Classes
Retirement Planning Today

City of San Ramon
5/21, 5/28, and 6/4

City of Pleasanton
5/22, 5/29, and 6/5

For more information visit 
www.summitfingroup.com

Presented by: 
Aaron Salyapongse, MD
Medical Director of the Joint Replacement 
Institute at ValleyCare
Fellowship Trained in the Treatment of  
Hip and Knee Pain
Orthopedic Surgeon

Date Topic
May 14, 2008  Hip Replacement — 

Advances in Surgical 
Technology

May 28, 2008  Knee Replacement — Latest 
Surgical Technologies

Time: 6:30 to 8:30PM

Location: 
LifeStyleRx 
Studio 3  
1119 E. Stanley Blvd. 
Livermore, CA 94550

We invite you to register for these seminars by 
calling our Health Information and Physician 
Referral Line at 1-800-719-9111 or visit our  
website at www.valleycare.com — go to the 
Education/Events tab and click on the  
education/support link.

www.studio7finearts.com

 400 main street

pleasanton, ca

925.846.4322

STUDIO SEVEN presents...

MACKENZIE
THORPE

P L E A S E  R S V P

info@studio7finearts.com
925.846.4322

400 main street, pleasanton, ca

Join us for the gallery opening on
May 3, 2008 from 5pm - 8pm
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SERVICE YOU CAN TRUST
RyNck Tire & Auto Centers has been family owned 

and locally operated for over 25 years. 
We offer a 100% customer satisfaction guarantee.

care care

BIG DOLLAR 
DEALS!

NOW OPEN!  PLEASANTON - 2 California Avenue 925-461-4290
ALAMEDA 861 Marina Village Pkwy. ............. 510-523-2900

*CASTRO VALLEY 3430 Castro Valley Blvd. . 510-886-9500

*CONCORD/CLAYTON 5288-A Clayton Rd ... 925-363-5900

DUBLIN  6028 Dougherty Rd. ......................... 925-833-9700

*LIVERMORE 1485 First St. ........................... 925-455-4330

*PLEASANTON 4216 Rosewood Dr. ............... 925-734-3444

PLEASANTON 3420 Stanley Blvd. ................ 925-462-4900

*WALNUT CREEK 1400 E. Newell Ave. ......... 925-944-8174

RyNck TIRE & AUTO
CENTERS

B
IG

CAR & MINIVAN

$7495
P195/60R14 VSBEAGLE GT- HR

P215/65R15 $71.00
P195/60R15 $79.00

P205/56R15 $85.00 
P215/60R16 $98.00

COOLANT/ANTI-FREEZE SERVICE
Includes: 

maintenance
LUBE, OIL, FILTER CHANGE & 4-TIRE ROTATION

$1795
Save Thru 5/11/08

tire care
COMPUTERIZED VEHICLE ALIGNMENT

$6995$4995
Save Thru 5/11/08

thrust 
angle

four
wheel

Save Thru 5/11/08

$4995

$3995
PERFORMANCE

P175/65R14

P185/65R14  $49.00 
P195/70R14  $53.00

P195/65R15  $59.00

Republic
ENSIGN

F or a fun-filled and close-
up look at how Pleasanton 
operates, don’t miss the 

city’s open house from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. tomorrow at the municipal 
Operations Service Center, locat-
ed just off Valley Avenue at 3333 
Busch Road. A walk through the 
maze of separated repair shops and 
paint stations at the center, itself, is 
amazing, and mechanics, sign paint-
ers, street maintenance crews and 
even the guys who hang the sign in 
the middle of night every Monday 
morning under the Main Street arch 
will be on hand to explain their 
work. Hundreds turned out two 
years ago for a similar event hosted 
by the police department. Public 
Works held its own open house a 
year earlier, with traffic engineers 
explaining the intricacies of the 
city’s videocams and other  traf-
fic monitoring devices—not always 
to every driver’s satisfaction—that 
determine if you’ll get the green 
light or a red as you approach 
busy intersections. The success of 
these two programs prompted City 
Manager Nelson Fialho to put them 
all together in one public event, and 
thats tomorrow.
 A good portion of Pleasanton’s 
workforce has jobs outside the city, 
often facing long commutes. Long 
before they leave or during the eve-
ning hours after they get home, 
scores of city workers are on the job, 
making sure the water storage tanks 
are full, patrolling neighborhood 
streets, checking burned out street 
lights or staffing the 911 emergency 
response desk at the police station. 
Many of these “night people” will 
be on hand to talk about their work. 
You might also want to give them 
your thanks for jobs well done.
 Pleasanton has 535 employees 
in jobs ranging from firefighting, 
police, library services and park 
maintenance. Traffic Engineer Mike 
Tassano will staff a special booth 
to talk about Pleasanton’s favorite 
subject: traffic congestion and cut-
through traffic. He’ll also have his 
staff with notepaper on hand to hear 
comments and complaints (he likes 
compliments, too) about signals, 

speeding problems and large trail-
ers parked on your neighborhood 
street. Newly-hired Community 
Development Director Brian Dolan 
will be on hand with his associates 
to hear your views on future housing 
in Pleasanton, where it should go 
and how big should these homes be. 
It’ll also be the last chance to hear 
Public Works Director Rob Wilson 
describe his many days of walking 
through the muddy southeast hills 
to prod contractors into finishing the 
Callippe Preserve Golf Course on 
time. Wilson retires shortly. Another 
helpmate to all of us who have 
homes is George Thomas, chief 
building official, who will be on 
hand with his crew with tips and 
manuals on all aspects of home 
repairs and improvement, including 
roofing, decks and driveways where 
inspectors can make sure your job 
is done right. Jim Wolfe, director 
of Parks and Community Services, 
will have maps of current parks and 
layouts of new sports fields now 
being built on Bernal or planned for 
Staples Ranch. For those who’ve 
never been inside City Hall, Fialho 
can describe the services there, while 
City Librarian Julie Farnsworth will 
talk about plans for expanding the 
library. She’ll also have library card 
applications to get you to come by.
 As before, police under the com-
mand of Chief Mike Fraser will 
demonstrate their expertise on 
motorcycles and the capabilities of 
the department’s canine unit. Fire 
Chief Bill Cody will describe—
but probably not participate—in 
the firefighter demonstrations on 
rappelling off the sides of the fire 
training building. You might also 
have a chance to hold onto a work-
ing fire hose. All told, the city will 
have more than 20 demonstration 
and game booths with a schedule 
of events for both morning and 
afternoon visits. A new favorite will 
be the chance to watch a mini-video 
camera crawling along the insides 
of sewer pipes to watch for leaks or 
other problems. It’s one job where 
nobody complains about high tech 
replacing a hired hand. See you 
tomorrow. 

   AroundPleasanton
by Jeb Bing

Come to city’s Open 
House tomorrow

About the Cover
Students from the Asilo Orphanage made a presentation to Pleasanton-
Tulancingo Sister City Association delegates, who have supported the 
orphanage throughout the 25 years of city partnership. Mexican delegates 
will travel to Pleasanton to continue the silver anniversary this fall. Cover 
design by Lili Cao.
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Pleasanton
Real Estate News

by  
Gerarda
Stocking

Gerarda Stocking is the Owner/Broker 
of Stocking Realty.

 Is it best to buy a home when 
the market is alive with buyers 
and you can be sure that your 
own home will sell quickly if 
you find another that you wish 
to buy? Or is it best to buy when 
the market has cooled and sellers 
are more willing to accept both 
your offered price and the terms 
and timing you’ve asked for?
 There is no satisfactory 
answer to this question. Perhaps 
the closest we might come to a 
viable answer would be to say 
that buyers should shoot for the 
time shortly before a slow mar-
ket reaches bottom, when sellers 
are still flexible and prices are as 
low as they’re likely to go. Ide-
ally, then, the buyer would find 
and purchase a home, and then 
sell his or her existing home 
as the market begins to regain 
steam.
 That kind of timing, though, 
is nearly impossible to pull off.
 So we’re left with this truth: 
The best time to buy or sell real 
estate occurs when you truly 
want and need to buy or sell 
real estate. Every market has 
both opportunities and pitfalls, 
and it’s important to negotiate 
your way through them to the 
best possible purchase and sale 
with the guidance of a seasoned 
real estate professional you 
trust – someone with whom 
you are truly compatible. Don’t 
leave this to chance. Find the 
best possible support and advice 
when you seek to buy or sell real 
estate…no matter the condi-
tion of the market! For expert 
advice call Gerarda Stocking at 
846-4000 or visit her website at 
www.gerardastocking.com

THE BEST TIME  
TO BUY A HOME

Check out

 Town 
Square 
An online forum to 

Discuss Community  
Issues

Ask for advice
Rate a movie

Review a restaurant
and more
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Group Fitness is breathing new life into exercise routines everywhere. 
ClubSport offers energizing classes for every fitness level, Get the 
Power of Group Fit. 
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www.clubsports.com

(925) 271-0553
Some restrictions apply. Coupon must be presented to receive 3-day guest pass and membership discount,  

only one coupon per household. Guest pass limited to local residents over 21 years of age.

This Mother’s Day

700 MAIN STREET     PLEASANTON     925.426.1008     WWW.ESSENCEMEDESPA.COM

PRASAD KILARU M.D.  BOARD CERTIFIED PLASTIC SURGEON

celebrate your beauty 
    and freedom of expression

Open Saturdays U Extended Hours on Tuesdays and Thursdays U FREE Parking

Join us 
on May 6 for our 

Mother’s Day Celebration

U  Demonstrations of Restylane and Botox    U  Special Includes $75 Off All Filers

U  10% Off Products and Services   U  Botox $75 Off (25 units or more)   

U  Food and Drinks   U  Raffle Drawing   U  10 Minute Free Chair Massage

Q: Do politics matter  
in the Olympic games?
Asked Downtown

Peter Bradley 
Manager

They matter to some degree, but I 
think the athletes that train, some-
times a lifetime, should be given the 
respect deserved. For the glory and 
thrill to be taken away because of a 
political situation they have no con-
trol over is unfair.

Daphyne Thomas-Mirr 
Speech Therapist

They do matter, but I don’t think 
they should. Athletes work very 
hard for years and I think they 
should be able to practice and com-
pete without these distractions.

Katherine Woodward 
Quality Manager

Politics always matter, especially 
when human rights are involved. 
The Olympic Committee should 
evaluate countries wanting to host 
the games and set internationally 
agreed upon requirements in order 
to be granted that honor.

Steve Zhang 
Researcher

Politics have always mattered in the 
Olympic games. It is how people 
evaluate a country. I don’t think the 
policies of a country exposed by 
hosting the games will have a huge 
economic negative or positive effect. 
We live in a world community and 
these situations give the world an 
opportunity to better understand and 
investigate the workings and politics 
of the hosting country.

Nancy Ripcke 
Accountant

Absolutely, the politics of the coun-
try where the Olympics are held is 
very important. There has been riot-
ing and unrest. There is an awful lot 
of turmoil. We should be alert to the 
possibility of further problems. We 
should try to create some negotia-
tions to ensure we have a successful 
Olympics.

StreetwiseStreetwise

Have a Streetwise question? E-mail: editor@PleasantonWeekly.com
Compiled by Cybele Ryan
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NewsfrontNewsfront
Students to play  
free jazz concert
 The Michael Czaja Quartet will 
bring a variety of jazz standards 
and ballads to a free concert at the 
Pleasanton Public Library, 400 Old 
Bernal Ave., at 7 p.m. Saturday. 
Czaja is a junior at Foothill High 
School where he has been the lead 
alto saxophone player in the jazz 
band since his freshman year. He 
is joined by Colin McDaniel on 
drums, Ryan Coleman on guitar 
and Ben Kopf on bass. 

Congressional art  
displayed in Tracy
 The 11th District Congressional 
Art Competition will be displayed 
at the Grand Theatre Center for 
the Arts in Tracy from noon to 2 
p.m. Saturday. Artwork was done 
by high school students in the 11th 
District and Rep. Jerry McNerney 
(D-Pleasanton) will announce the 
winner at noon. Winners of each 
district will be featured in a busy 
corridor that connects the Cannon 
House Office Building with the 
U.S. Capitol.

Laugh to help  
Harvest Park aide’s 
cancer battle
 Called the Harvest Park Big 
Give, an evening of comedy will 
help support special education 
aide Terry Caprista. She was 
diagnosed with cancer four years 
ago and was given six months to 
live. Debi Gutierrez, the Mommie 
Comic, will perform at 7:30 p.m. 
May 7 at Tommy T’s Comedy & 
Steakhouse, 5104 Hopyard Road. 
Tickets are $20 (with a two item 
minimum) and $15 of that would 
go towards offsetting mounting 
medical bills. Doors open at 5:30 
p.m. and a live auction will fol-
low at 7. 

Arthritis walk comes  
to the Tri-Valley

 May is National Arthritis Month 
and the Arthritis Foundation’s sig-
nature walk will take place from 9 
to 11:30 a.m. May 10 at Lifestyle 
RX Center, 1119 E. Stanley Blvd. 
in Livermore. The event features 
both a three- and one-mile course 
as well as activities for families. 
Those with arthritis will wear 
blue hats to signify their action 
in taking control of their condi-
tion. Leashed dogs are invited 
to walk as well. Pet owners are 
invited to bring their leashed dogs 
to walk with them at the event. 
To join a team, make a dona-
tion or for more information visit 
www.arthritiswalktrivalley08.kin-
tera.org  or contact the Arthritis 
Foundation, Northern California 
Chapter at (415) 356-1230.

News Digest
by Jeb Bing

T he Pleasanton City Council 
decided in a 3-2 vote behind 
closed doors Tuesday night 

against appealing an Alameda 
County Superior Court ruling that, 
in effect, allows the Oak Grove 
development project to proceed.
 Oak Grove is the 51-luxury-
home development proposed for 
a 600-acre site in the hills above 
Kottinger Ranch and Vintage Hills, 
where the developer also has agreed 
to turn over 496 acres to the city of 
Pleasanton for hiking, equestrian 

trails and a nature park.
 The announcement of the coun-
cil’s decision came near the end of 
a three-hour meeting on a decision 
made Feb. 22 by Superior Court 
Judge Frank Roesch. That decision 
ruled that petitions filed by a citi-
zens’ coalition—Save Pleasanton’s 
Hills, organized and led by former 
Councilwoman Kay Ayala—were 
invalid because they were improp-
erly obtained. Ayala and her group 
immediately asked the First District 
Court of Appeal in San Francisco 
to overturn the ruling, an appeal 

that she asked the City Council to 
also file or at least to finance her 
group’s continued litigation.
 Tuesday night, the council took 
the unusual action of waiving the 
confidentiality of remarks and 
decisions made by individual coun-
cil members in their closed door 
discussion in a 5-0 vote.
 But that was the only unanimous 
decision made by the local legisla-
tors that night.
 In 3-2 votes—with Mayor 
Jennifer Hosterman and council 
members Cheryl Cook-Kallio and 

Jerry Thorne voting in the major-
ity and council members Cindy 
McGovern and Matt Sullivan cast-
ing the two dissenting votes—the 
council:

citizens’ group in appealing Judge 
Roesch’s decision;

legal counsel to review Roesch’s 
ruling and advise the council if 
there were good reasons to appeal 
his verdict;

Council votes 3-2 not to appeal  
Oak Grove court decision

 Special meeting leaves project approval in tact pending end of citizens’ group litigation

by Janet Pelletier

P lanning Commissioners 
were on board with plans 
for a 350-unit apartment 

complex next to the future West 
Dublin/Pleasanton BART station. 
They voted 4-1 to approve the 
plans, forwarding their recommen-
dation on to the City Council for 
the final okay.
 Windstar Communities, which is 
also proposing a 150-room hotel, 
309 apartments and 7,500 square 
feet of commercial space directly 
across Interstate 580 in Dublin, 
is planning the Pleasanton transit-
oriented development (TOD) on a 
7-acre parcel off Stoneridge Mall 
Road, adjacent to where the new 
BART station will open in 2009. 
 Part of the development includes 
14,000 square feet of retail space, 
where developers are trying to 
court a grocery store. 
 Twenty percent, or 70 units, will 
be affordable housing. The com-
plex will include a fitness center, 
club room, pool, spa and tot lot.
 While a majority of the commis-
sioners overwhelmingly approved 
of the project, some had qualms 
about parking and what should go 
in the retail portion.
 “I think the elephant in the room 
is parking,” Commissioner Kathy 
Narum said at the April 24 meet-
ing.
 Since the complex is within 
walking distance of BART, Eric 
Heffner of Windstar Communities 
said they expect that one out of five 
residents will be commuters and 
will not own a car. Parking will 
be allotted in two garages and an 
uncovered surface lot to total 460 
spaces for residents. An additional 
222 spaces will be available for vis-
itors. For a project of this size, city 

code requires 531 resident spaces 
and 50 visitor spaces, but Heffner 
said since it is a TOD, he believes 
not as many cars will be using the 
spots.
 Commissioner Anne Fox, who 
cast the lone dissenting vote, said 
she turned down the project because 
she felt stricter conditions should 
have been placed on what allow-
able businesses could be placed in 
the retail space, such as those that 
would discourage residents from 
having to use their cars to receive 
services off site.
 “We should have mandated 
a grocery store,” she said. “We 
should have the list of commercial 
uses narrowed down.”
 City planner Steve Otto explained 
that the city didn’t narrow the list 
because they didn’t want the space 
to end up empty if the developer 
had trouble courting specific ten-
ants.
 While commissioners said they 
shared Fox’s sentiment, they also 
didn’t want to overly restrict the 
applicant.
 “It’s market-driven,” said 
Commissioner Phil Blank. “TOD 
is so new, that what defines what 
types of retail (should) go there?” 
 Fox said she also felt Windstar 
didn’t have a proper contingency 
plan for parking should Caltrans 
decide to take their right-of-way 
north of the project’s border with 
I-580.
 Heffner said should that sce-
nario occur, the company would 
offer mechanical parking, a sys-
tem that he said is being used in 
Manhattan, where a device parks 
cars on top of one another like a 
vending machine.
 The development is planned to 

BART apartments 
clear first hurdle

Plans for 350-unit complex, retail  
space moves on to City Council

I t’s been six weeks since authori-
ties discovered the bodies of 
Charlene Abendroth, 57, and 

her husband Ernest Scherer, Jr., 
60, in their Castlewood Country 
Club home, victims of an apparent 
double homicide.
 With no arrests to report, inves-
tigators are calling the case “frus-
trating,” but are hopeful it will be 
resolved.
 “It’s been very frustrating,” said 
Sgt. Scott Dudek of the Alameda 
County Sheriff’s Department, 
which is handling the case because 
Castlewood is in an unincorporated 
part of the county. “We’re optimis-
tic there will be a conclusion in this 
at some time, hopefully in the near 
future.”
 The couple, married for 31 years, 
were found brutally beaten to death 
March 14 by a country club employ-
ee, after the couple’s daughter from 

Utah became concerned and asked 
that someone check on them. It’s 
believed that the couple was killed 
in the hours after returning home 
from a dinner at the country club on 
March 7. They were found clothed 
in their sleepwear. Authorities have 
been careful not to disclose too many 
details about the case and the offi-
cial cause of death by the county 
coroner’s office has still not been 
released.
 Dudek said he can say for sure 
that investigators don’t believe the 
killings were random. 
 “We’re still working on it 24/7,” 
he said.
 Authorities have been focusing 
on the couple’s son, Ernest “Skip” 
Scherer III as of late. It was revealed 
a couple weeks ago that the sher-
iff’s department seized a red Chevy 
Camaro for forensic investigation, but 

Search for Castlewood 
couple’s killers continues

Investigators call the process ‘ frustrating’

(continued on page 8)

(continued on page 9)

(continued on page 7)

Lydiksen 
goes  
multicultural
Lydiksen Elementary 
School recently had its 
first multicultural event 
in several years with 18 
countries represented. 
Students carried “pass-
ports” where they were 
required to answer a ques-
tion about a country, color 
in the flag and receive a 
stamp. Parents and family 
members served as coun-
try tour guides with elabo-
rate displays and many in 
traditional garb. 
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Newsfront

by Jeb Bing

 Amador Valley High School’s 
Competition Civics team headed 
to Washington, D.C. Wednesday to 
compete against high school civics 
champions from 49 other states 
and the District of Columbia in the 
2008 “We the People” competi-
tion.
 Led by coach and social sci-
ence teacher Brian Ladd, the 29 
seniors face intense competition in 
the annual contest. 
 This year’s Amador team, which 
won the California state champion-
ship, also faces a legacy. Amador 
has become one of the better known 
high schools on Capitol Hill, fin-
ishing second in the national con-
test in the last two consecutive 
years and one of the top 10 schools 
nationally in 1992, 1994, 1996, 
2000 and 2004. It won the national 
title in 1995
 The annual “We the People: The 
Citizen and the Constitution” is 
considered one of the country’s 
most prestigious academic compe-
titions for high schools
 More than 200 parents and stu-
dents watched this year’s team 
handle Constitutional questions 
last Monday night in a final dress 
rehearsal at Trinity Lutheran 
Church. Judges for that session 
were Councilwoman Cheryl 

Cook-Kallio, Palo Alto Attorney 
Benjamin A. Glickman, who was 
on Amador’s 1995 championship 
team, and Dave Richmond, head 
of the California “We the People” 
program.
 Students on this year’s team are 
Vincent Buscarello, Joel Detweiler, 
Stoney Glover, William Grau, 
Margaret Haupt, Kristyn Hayashi, 
Genevieve Hoffman, Pooja Jaeel, 
Udani Kadurugamuwa, Teresa 
Machado, Erica Miranda, Sarah 
Moellering, Lanz Nalagan, Joshua 
Pann, Shannon Parker, Jeyshree 
Ramachandran, Devi Santhosh, 
Kevin Sasek, Alexander Schlick, 
Ryan Seams, Amaan Shaikh, 
Siddarth Somanathan, Yichuan 
Sun, Kristopher Tayyeb, Corinne 
Tu, Alan Wang, Terri Wang, Tony 
Wang and Curtis Wong.
 “This is the hardest working 
group ever,” said Ladd, who has 
taught social studies for the last 17 
years and was Pleasanton’s Teacher 
of the Year in 2006. “Each year, 
the competition is more demand-
ing. These students have worked 
seven days a week to prepare for 
the national contest.”
 Ladd will have help in final prepa-
ration sessions in the capital. Cook-
Kallio, who lives in Pleasanton and 
teaches AP Government at Irvington 
High School in Fremont, will join 
the group on its Washington trip. 

Her “We the People” class finished 
in the top 10 statewide and she 
offered her help to Amador when it 
won the state championship.
 “My goal is to make sure 
California comes home with the 
title so I’ll help Amador do every-
thing it can to win the competi-
tion,” she said.
 The Amador team will compete 
starting Saturday, with the first 
round before judges at 9 a.m. and 
a second round at 2 p.m. Sunday. 
If Amador makes it to the top 10, 
it will compete again on Monday, 
with the national champion and 
runners-up to be announced that 
night at a “We the People” ban-
quet.
 While in the capital, the students 
also have been invited to meet 
Congressman Jerry McNerney 
(D-Pleasanton) and Sen. Dianne 
Feinstein (D-San Francisco). Ladd 
also has arranged a special State 
Department tour and briefing while 
the group is in Washington.
 At Monday night’s final rehears-
al, Ladd and the group acknowl-
edged the efforts of Pleasanton 
businessman Jerry Pentin and his 
“Cycling for Civics” team, which 
earlier gave the civics group a check 
for $6,000 to help meet the group’s 
fundraising goal of $39,000 for the 
Washington trip, which it raised.
 Pentin brought a laugh from the 

audience when he disclosed that the 
cyclists actually had raised $8,200, 
but were setting some of it aside 
for Foothill High School’s Comp 
Civics team, which lost out in this 
year’s state finals.
 “We had a number of great spon-
sors this year with the Pleasanton 
North Rotary Foundation becom-
ing our ‘Yellow Jersey’ winner 
with a $1,500 donation,” Pentin 
said. “We hope all of our sponsors 
will be on board next year as our 
goal is to raise over $10,000.”
 The “Cycling for Civics” team 
rode a total of 885 miles in Death 
Valley, with Bryan Gillette com-
pleting the entire 200-mile course 

while facing wind gusts greater 
than 40 mph. Other team members 
were Barry Schwartz, who rode 
175 miles; Gary Boal, 150 miles; 
Jim Ott, 150 miles, and Pamela Ott 
and Pentin, 105 miles.
 “We the People” is a competi-
tive civics experience sponsored 
by the Center for Civic Education, 
a division of the U.S. Department 
of Education. Students’ knowledge 
of the Constitution, the founding 
of the country and the evolution of 
American government is tested in 
simulated congressional hearings 
that foster critical thinking and cre-
ativity. 

Civics champs head to D.C. 
Team faces 49 states, District of Columbia in “We the People” finals

The Engel Team
Real Estate With a Personal Touch!

Joel Engel joel.engel@prurealty.com
Cindy Engel cindy.engel@prurealty.com
Ali Krebs 4krebs@comcast.com

Your Local Tri-Valley Realtors® 
With Skills and Experience in

Helping Buyers and Sellers With Their Real Estate Needs
Real Estate Investments
Real Estate Negotiations
Knowledge of the Tri-Valley Real Estate Market

Call today for your 1 hour, no charge consultation
(925) 249-6801

GRAHAM-HITCH
MORTUARY

Dignified Care  
& Compassionate Service 

Since 1891

Advance Planning 
Made Easy

Call Deanna for a FREE 
 consultation. In-home 
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4167 First Street, Pleasanton

925-846-5624
Crematory Privately Owned  

& Operated
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Which Darlene Crane 
did your Home Loan?

Sellers & Buyers

REFI Programs

RESIDENTIAL PACIFIC MORTGAGE

Darlene Crane
Real Estate Loan Specialist
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Team One of the 29-student Competition Civics class from Amador Valley 
High School waits for start of practice session at Trinity Lutheran Church 
Monday to discuss the Constitution. The five, with their coach and teacher 
Brian Ladd standing behind, are (from left) Joel Detweiler, Terri Wang, Ryan 
Seams, Alan Wang and Udani Kadurugamuwa. Class begins competing in 
national “We the People” competition in Washington, D.C. tomorrow.
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officials haven’t confirmed whether 
that car belongs to Scherer III. DMV 
records show him owning a vehicle 
of that description. Sheriff’s depu-
ties said they have served a search 
warrant on the son’s home in Brea, 
Calif., searching it on March 22, the 
day funeral services were held for the 

couple in Pleasanton.
 “It’s not just the son (we’re look-
ing into),” Dudek said. “There are 
still other people who have not been 
cleared yet.”
 The possible leads investigators 
are exploring focus on the life of 
Scherer Jr. and not Abendroth, who 
was a beloved professor at Cal State 
East Bay for over three decades. 
Scherer Jr. was a former school 
board member in San Ramon who 
was recalled. Just days before his 

death, he was preparing to file paper-
work against the school district’s 
attempt at a parcel tax. In addition to 
education, Scherer Jr. was interested 
in the game of poker and investment 
in real estate. Scherer III is a pro-
fessional poker player with career 
earnings of over $300,000. While 
investigators have said they don’t 
believe Scherer Jr. had any poker 
debts, they have declined to answer 
whether the son did.

—Janet Pelletier

Castlewood
(continued from page 5)

531 Main Street
Downtown Pleasanton 

925.846.2772 
www.MDLaserSpa.com

$75 off
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Get Bikini Ready
At Crunch Inches by Skin Laser

Skin Laser Essentials Inc.
210 Fremont Hub Courtyard, Fremont

(510) 793-2277

Crunch Inches by Skin Laser
4550 Dublin Blvd., Dublin

(925) 829-7722
www.skinlaseressentials.com

Individual Results May Vary

Before Treatment After Treatment
Before Treatment After Treatment

Helps to regain the sagging jaw line.  
Contours the cheek area. Overall radiance.
VISIBLE RESULTS IN ONE TREATMENT

Medically supervised inch loss 15”-50”
Weight loss - Guaranteed up to  

4 lbs/per week
Body tightening, bust, butt lift

NANO FACE LIFT  
NON INVASIVE

Fight Flab 
without sweat

LASER HAIR REMOVAL

NANO TECH INCH LOSS SYSTEM

AS SEEN ON OPRAH!

FREE
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WHEN YOU PURCHASE BOTOX  
AND OR RESTYLANE

$99per visit

Underarms, Bikini, Lip & Chin 
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www.kiddodentist.com
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Pediatric Dentist

Pediatric Dentistry
Chao Wen Wang, D.D.S, M.S

Diplomate American Board of Pediatric Dentistry

SUISHA HOUSE
Japanese Bistro
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wine, beer & sake: $3 (large), $2 (small)
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Grand Opening Special
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Koll Center Pkwy

Va
lle

y A
ve

Bernal Ave

68
0

 by Emily Atwood

 Kelly Shotwell is turning 13 on 
May 10 and she is celebrating with 
a haircut and some exercise. That 
is, she will donate her hair to Locks 
of Love and walk with her mom, 
Debbie, in the annual Bras for the 
Cause event. 
 Growing out her hair to give 
away isn’t a first for Kelly, who has 
done it a few times since she was 6 
or 7, she said.
 “Ever since I was little I’ve heard 
people talking about Locks of Love 
and how my hair is so long that 
I should donate it,” she said. “I 
hope more people will think about 
donating hair for cancer. I’ve always 
wanted to help people and this is the 
perfect plan.”
 She was also inspired by hair-
dresser Bonnie Shamblin to partici-

pate in the Bras for the Cause walk. 
 “Bonnie did it last year with 
her daughter,” Kelly said. “The 
last time I went to go get my hair 
trimmed, she told my mom and I 
about the walk and got us talking.”
 The walk is fast approaching and 
the mother and daughter duo are 
looking forward to joining in for 
the first time. 
 The 10K moonlight walk is in 
its second year and takes place 
downtown. The Tri-Valley SOCKS 
(Stepping Out for Cancer Kures) is 
sponsoring the event to raise money 
for the Susan G. Komen Breast 
Cancer Foundation. The spirit of 
the event is lively, as participants 
don decorated bras over shirts. 
 It’s not too late to register to walk 
in the event. Visit www.trivalley-
socks.org to sign up and learn more 
about the event. 

A selfless birthday celebration
Kelly Shotwell turns 13 and donates hair, walks to support breast cancer

Kelly Shotwell’s hair is ready to be 
donated.
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be environmentally-efficient, with 
a Green Point rating of 76 points, 
above the recommended 50 points. 
BART owns the property and 
Windstar has a 99-year lease on it.
 Residents will enjoy easy access 
to the Dublin side through a pedes-
trian walkway that will connect 
over the freeway. 

BART
(continued from page 5)

 Pleasanton City Councilwoman 
Cheryl Cook-Kallio, who teaches 
AP Government at Irvington High 
School in Fremont, is one of only 
three teachers in the U.S. be hon-
ored with the 2008 American Civic 
Education Teacher Awards.
 The annual award is sponsored 
by the Center for Civic Education, 
the Center on Congress at Indiana 
University and the National 
Education Association. The other 
recipients are from Montana and 
Kentucky. 
 In addition to classroom stud-
ies, she oversees the school’s com-

petition civ-
ics program 
called “We the 
People,” which 
teaches stu-
dents about the 
Consti tution 
and how to be 
a responsible 
citizen. 
 “Education 
is a prerequi-
site for democ-
racy,” Cook-Kallio said. “So is civic 
virtue. Service learning and com-
munity service connect academics 

with real world learning opportuni-
ties. Civic education allows students 
to learn for the sake of learning.”
 As a part of the honor, Cook-
Kallio will join the other winners 
in Washington, D.C. this summer. 
There, the teachers will observe 
committee hearings, meet members 
of Congress and other key officials 
and visit sites such as the National 
Archives and the U.S. Supreme 
Court. 
 To learn more about the Center 
for Civic Education, visit www.
civiced.org.

—Emily Atwood

Councilwoman receives  
civic education award

Fremont teacher Cheryl Cook-Kallio one of three nationally honored

 Castlewood Country Club is 
again offering their Merit Program 
for the development of local junior 
golfers. 
 Through the program, the club 
provides selected high school and 
college students special club privi-
leges. With the merit scholarship, 
players can play the two challeng-
ing championship 18-hole cours-
es and utilize the club’s practice 
facilities at a reduced cost. Those 
selected would pay a $50 registra-
tion fee and monthly dues of $10.
 Up to 12 applicants can be select-
ed annually with the process begin-
ning in May. The criteria the club 
looks at includes the individual’s 
academic record, golf accomplish-
ments, letters of recommendation, 
personal goals and other pertinent 
supporting information. 
 A screening committee and the 
club’s board make final decisions. 
Once in the program, the club acts 

in a similar role as a parent. Report 
cards have to be submitted at the 
end of each school semester. If 
grades aren’t maintained, the merit 
golfer could lose their position. 
 The scholarships have been 
offered for 20 years as a way to help 
aspiring golfers that chance to play 
on high quality courses at afford-
able prices. Former merit schol-
ars include Dana Dormann, who 
became a three-time All American 
at San Jose State University, was the 
1985 U.S. Junior Girl’s Champion, 
and also Junior World Champion. 
Dormann went on the LPGA tour 
where she became a two-time 
winner. Joel Kribel, another past 
merit scholar, went on to Stanford 
University on a golf scholarship 
and was an NCAA First Team All 
American in 1997, 1998, and 1999, 
then joined the PGA tour in 2003. 
 “At Castlewood, we have a 
vibrant junior golf program,” said 

John Hughes, PGA director of golf. 
“Beyond our own club tournaments 
for juniors, we host the JGANC 
Castlewood Junior Tournament, the 
West Coast American Junior Golf 
Association Championship and 
many other youth golf programs.”
 “Our club is designed so that, 
when someone joins the club, their 
families are also members,” he con-
tinued. “So, we have parents par-
ticipating with their kids in a game 
they can all play together.”
 Hughes said many junior golf-
ers grew up playing golf at the 
Castlewood Country Club, which 
was established in 1926. Prominent 
LPGA players Paula Creamer and 
Pat Hurst of Pleasanton learned to 
play golf at Castlewood. 
 To apply, visit the Castlewood 
Country Club at 707 Country Club 
Circle or call 485-2239 for infor-
mation. 

—Janet Pelletier

Castlewood Country Club  
offering golf scholarships

Merit program selects high school, college-aged students

Cheryl Cook-Kallio

Where Resale is always Upscale!!

442 Hartz Avenue 
Danville, 94526

Mon 10-2, Tues-Sat 10-5
925.820.4956

CHILDREN’S & MATERNITY CONSIGNMENT

We are so Green!! Recycle, Reuse, Go Consignment!
Support your local businesses!!

Gymboree, Janie & Jack, 
Pumpkin Patch, Baby Nay 

& Boutique Brands! 

WOW! Check out NEW items! Now listed on “Craigslist”!! 
Type in: Snickerdoodles!

How to consign: One basket full (clean & pressed) at a time! 
Clothes, Shoes, Toys & Room Decor.

SMOG INSPECTION 

Harry’s Auto Repair
Test and Repair

925-462-3237

No Appointments Necessary!
 Mon-Sat 8-5pm

183-A Wyoming St., Pleasanton
— Gold Shield Station —

 + $8.25 CERT.$35 with
coupon(     )Special

We can smog any vehicle!

30 W. Neal St. #105, Pleasanton, CA 94566
CA Dept. of Real Estate - real estate broker license # 01201643

Angela Aloise 
Sr. Loan Agent/VP

925 461 6955
angela@rpm-mortgage.com

Lori Smith 
Certified Mortgage Planner

925 461 6959
lsmith@rpm-mortgage.com 

Zonie Weekly
Bart, Linda and Stephen Sellick, plus friend Katie Esplin, 

took the Weekly to a rather warm climate—Sedona, Ariz. 
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Roesch ruling and move on with 
the Oak Grove project once the 
legal hurdles of the Ayala group 
appeal are concluded.
 Of course, if the appeal to the 
state court is successful, legal 
experts expect the Roesch decision 
to be returned to the Superior Court 
for further review and reconsidera-
tion.
 If Ayala and her coalition pro-
ceed with the appeal, these experts 
also predict that the process could 
take a year or more to resolve at a 
cost of up to $50,000.
 “That’s an uncertainty that I am 
unwilling to commit this city to,” 
said Hosterman. “I am opposed to 
appealing this decision that favors 
a project that will be good for the 
community.”
 Sullivan said he was “torn” by 
his decision to support the appeal 
after earlier voting to approve the 
Oak Grove development plan. In 
addition to the 51 custom homes 
that were [part of the approval, 
Sullivan especially liked the land 
grant the developers agreed to make 
to the city. Both he and Hosterman 
have worked for four years to seek 
these kinds of land grants along the 
southeast hills that could eventu-
ally provide a commitment of more 
than 2,000 acres in open space that 
could extend from the Callippe 
Preserve Golf Course to Shadow 
Cliffs Regional Park.
 He said that the council, city staff 
and many other groups spent many 
hours in discussions to seek the 
compromise that Oak Grove devel-
opers and landowners Jennifer Lin 
and her brother Frederic supported. 
But in looking at the 5,000-6,000 
signatures Ayala’s group obtained 
in an effort to reverse the council’s 
decision, Sullivan said he and oth-
ers apparently had not included 
everyone in their Oak Grove dis-
cussion. He wanted the council to 

take another look at the issue or 
at least support a public vote in a 
referendum.
 McGovern, who cast the lone 
vote against Oak Grove at the 
time it was approved last fall, said 
that Roesch’s decision contained 
enough errors that an appeal was 
warranted.
 Councilwoman Cook-Kallio dis-
puted comments from others on the 
council and some of the 23 speakers 
who addressed the council at the 
start of its special Tuesday night ses-
sion who called the Roesch decision 
precedent-setting that would discour-
age citizens throughout California 
from seeking referendums. These 
comments also included charges that 
City Attorney Michael Roush failed 
to provide the right information on 
what signature-gatherers were sup-
posed to carry when they solicited 
signers to their petitions.
 “The judge’s ruling is not predi-
cated on the wrong-doings of the 
staff or council, but an acknowl-
edgement of the evolution of the 
planning process and the law,” she 
said.
 “It is the duty of the judiciary 
branch to interpret statue,” she 
added. “It is not unusual to have a 
difference of opinion between the 
judicial branch and the law-making 
body. That is why we have separa-
tion of powers.”
 After the council’s vote to 
approve the Oak Grove project 
and land grant agreement last fall, 
Ayala’s group spent the next 30 
days collecting signatures on peti-
tions seeking to force a referendum 
to overturn the council’s action. 
The Alameda County Registrar’s 
office later affirmed that the group 
had collected more than the 3,700 
signatures needed from registered 
Pleasanton voters, as required by 
law.
 However, the Lins filed a suit 
through their attorneys to block 
certification of the voter petitions 
on grounds that they were improp-

erly obtained. Judge Frank Roesch 
agreed.
 In recent council meetings, Ayala 
has said that neither she nor her 
organization have the funds that 
will be required to appeal Roesch’s 
ruling, although the appeal was 
filed nevertheless.
 At Tuesday’s meeting, she again 
asked the council to join in the 
appeal both to seek a new decision 
on the Lins’ suit and also to protect 
the rights of those in Pleasanton 
and other cities and counties in 
California to seek referendums on 
public issues when they disagree.
 Others also spoke at the council 
meeting in favor of filing an appeal, 
but more urged the council to stay 
out of further litigation, pointing 
out that the Roesch ruling, by inval-
idating the petitions calling for a 
referendum, was in fact a decision 
that supported the 4-1 council vote 
to approve the Oak Grove project. 
 Up to Tuesday night’s meeting, 
the council has been unable to dis-
cuss the Oak Grove issue because 
of pending litigation before Roesch 
and until the judge actually signed 
his ruling in late March. With 
Councilman Jerry Thorne out of the 
country for several weeks, Tuesday 
night’s special meeting was the first 
opportunity for the full council to 
come together for a discussion.
 It’s been four years since the 
Lins filed a development plan for 
Oak Grove. Since then, the project 
has gone from a 98-home devel-
opment to the current plan for 51 
homes and the gift of 496 acres by 
the Lin family to Pleasanton, which 
would be the largest land grant ever 
given to the city.
 During that time, the council 
and several of its key commissions 
have held public hearings on the 
proposal, and the project has also 
been reviewed and revised by hom-
eowners’ groups, business organi-
zations and ad hoc citizens groups 
concerned with the environmental 
impact of the project. 

Council
(continued from page 5)

FREE REVIEW
DO YOU HAVE THE RIGHT INVESTMENTS IN PLACE TO  
MEET THE FINANCIAL CHALLENGES AHEAD?
At Edward Jones, our business is to help people find strategies for their 
long term financial security.

If you would like a free review of your retirement investments or any of 
your other investments to see if they are appropriate for your long-term 
goals, please call or stop by today.

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPCSima A Alefi
Financial Advisor

9260 Alcosta Blvd, Ste B11
San Ramon, CA 94583
925-828-9115

Tackling trash
Children at Valley View Elementary School were encouraged 

to “bag it and tag it” as a part of the Go Green Committee’s 
goal to educate students and families about the harmful impact 
of litter. Students, such as Euan Houston, Clare Beer, Joanne 
Houston, Joe Beer, Mackenzie Riddle and Elizabeth Beer, were 
given biodegradable bags and asked to collect litter from their 
communities. The collection was turned into “trash island” to 
visually show what was saved from waterways. The classroom 
with the most litter received a “green party.”
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Editorial

 Scaffolding, fresh paint and a few construction workers 
now and then are buoying hopes among hundreds of resi-
dents that the long-deteriorating, nearly empty Vintage Hills 
Shopping Center may be getting a new lease on life. But the 
process is painfully slow with many days that no one is at 
work to repair and rebuild the 30-year-old complex. The Sim 
and Yoon partnership bought the center from local investor 
James Tong after the City Council and city planners nixed 
his plan to redevelop the 5-acre property with two- and 
three-story apartments and condominiums. He was even 
agreeable to let the profitable Cutt Co. Salon and Vintage 
Hills Cleaners, the last two remaining tenants, stay there as 
first-floor tenants and possibly to attract others to a mixed 
use complex similar to what Dublin has done so well. But a 
majority on the council at the time and neighbors demanded 
a grocery store, with many fondly remembering the good-
old-days of Flair Market and Romley’s. 
 But times have changed. Both stores went out of business 
as Safeway expanded and Raley’s built a supermarket just a 
few miles away on Sunol Boulevard. Since then, despite the 
best efforts of the city’s Economic Development Manager 
Pamela Ott and Al Sim, the center’s owner, grocers—even 
smaller ones such as Trader Joe’s and Fresh & Easy—have 
turned down bids to move to Vintage Hills. Bernal Avenue, 
which wasn’t even a through street when the center was 
built, is now a fast-paced thoroughfare with only an almost-
hidden entrance into the center’s parking lot. The other bor-
dering street, Tawny Drive, which borders the only other 
side of the center, is a block-long, two-lane neighborhood 
roadway, hardly the kind of bustling entryway that retailers 
need these days.
 Working with Ott and Assistant City Planner Natalie 
Amos, Sim has made good faith efforts to find tenants for a 
center that looks more 1960s than 21st century. He claims to 
have signed a lease with Kokoro Sushi, a Japanese restaurant, 
and another with Nirvana Day Spa. Gold’s Gym also has 
been discussed as a future tenant, although that would require 
a conditional use permit and neighborhood approval. Sim 
talks of attracting a coffee shop to the center and perhaps an 
ice cream parlor to replace the once popular Baskin-Robbins, 
which the company closed after its franchise owner died. 
Other uses under consideration are another children’s dance 
studio similar to the one that moved out or a permanent loca-
tion for a karate training facility for the part-time business 
Sim, himself, now operates in one of the empty storefronts.
 Frankly, we think it’s too bad Tong and his investment 
funds are gone. Without an anchor tenant such as a grocery 
store or larger retailer, it will be financially difficult for the 
Sim partnership to succeed. The slow pace of the tenants 
Sim mentions—which we wrote about on June 10, 2005, 
make for a bleak assessment as to how Vintage Hills Center 
will fare in the future. With the city’s General Plan Update 
nearing completion, we’d like to see this neighborhood cen-
ter become a priority for creative planning with a private-
public partnership as a driving force that would produce a 
plan that would work best for Sim, the neighborhood and 
the community as a whole. After all, this is Mayor Jennifer 
Hosterman’s neighborhood, so the property’s development 
is no doubt high on her municipal plate. 

 City help needed  
at Vintage Hills Center

OpinionOpinionSee Your Best! Look Your Best!

Jonathan Savell, M.D.
Robert Neves, M.D. 
Michael Gagnon, M.D. 

Jay DeLaney, O.D.
Gina Trentacosti, O.D.
Keri Owyang, O.D.

Board Certified Ophthalmologists & Licensed Optometrists

(925) 460-5000 (925) 449-4000

ValleyEyeCareCenter.com

NOW 0%
Financing on LASIK

Providers and
LASIK site for 

For more information 
Contact Pattie DiLauro at (925) 829-8770 
or pattied@hopehospice.com

Ship of Hope Gala 2008
Destination: Island Paradise

Friday, May 16, 2008
Blackhawk Museum, Danville
Emcee: John Kessler, CBS 5 Emmy Winning Anchor

Cocktails: 6:30 pm  Exceptional Cuisine by Scott’s: 7:30 pm
$100 per person   Reserved Seating - Table of 10

Cocktail Attire - Black Tie Optional

Enjoy Tahitian Island legend featuring Tahiti Nui’s fl oor show of 
traditional dance and native dress. Swing to the romantic sounds of 
the CoolTones. Survey auction treasures high above the dance fl oor.

Reservations no later than May 2nd 

Destination: Island Paradise is a magical evening of fi ne 
food and entertainment...the best value in the valley...
and all proceeds support the vital work of Hope Hospice.

Cell Block  Jazz Band
West Coast traditional jazz sound

$21, $26, $31, $11 Students

Tribute to Judy Garland
Blackhawk Chorus

$14, $24

Spring Concert
Livermore High School Bands

$5

Las Positas College Band
Special Guest Jazz Guitarist Mimi Fox

$16, $20, $28, $36

Parsons Dance Company
Contemporary dance of extraordinary artistry

$28, $31, $36, $41, $11 Students

Gilbert & Sullivan: Straight up with a Twist
Best Original Musical, presented by Lamplighters

$29, $33, $39

Tickets 925-373-6800



Council—preserve  
our rights

Dear Editor,
 Investments do not guarantee 
profit. The Lin family chose to 
invest in Pleasanton’s southeast 
hills, even though land speculation 
is a very risky investment. 
 Our democratic process allows 
Pleasanton residents the oppor-
tunity to vote on whether we 
believe that the Lin’s develop-
ment proposal negatively impacts 
our city. But instead of respecting 
the rights of 5,000 citizens who 
signed a petition, and are legally 
entitled to voice their opinions 
through voting, the Lins are try-
ing to eliminate their investment 
risk, and guarantee huge personal 
profits, by invalidating our demo-
cratic process. Land speculation/
ownership does not entitle them 
to profit and it certainly does not 
give them the right to deny our 
First Amendment rights.
 There have been many refer-
endums in Pleasanton...and that 
process has been considered fair 
and legal until this landowner and 
developer, (with very deep pock-
ets), decided to sue our city. We 
must encourage our City Council 
to courageously stand up and sup-
port the Oak Grove referendum 
appeal. This appeal has nothing to 

do with houses or hilltop develop-
ment. It is about safeguarding the 
democratic rights of Pleasanton 
citizens, defending the integrity 
of our city, protecting the future 
viability of our referendum pro-
cess and preserving the right of 
everyone in Pleasanton to vote. 
 If we can’t count on our Mayor 
and City Council to support and 
preserve our democratic rights, 
then we clearly elected the wrong 
people.

Carolyn English 
Pleasanton

 
Thank you for nice 
homecoming

Dear Editor,
 To all of the dignitaries, Canyon 
Oaks community, Miss Yonker’s 
second grade class, friends and 
family mem-
bers, the 
Yonker fam-
ily wishes 
to extend a 
huge thank 
you to each 
and every-
one of you 
who took 
place in the 
h o m e c o m -
ing of Cpl. Kenneth Yonker, U.S. 

Marine Corps, returning from his 
deployment in Iraq last April 25. 
 The reception was amazing: the 
people that pulled together down 
to the tying of ribbons, banners 
perfectly displayed, tiny hands 
creatively making “Welcome 
Home” banners to the thoughtful-
ness of all of you that supplied the 
crowd with tasty treats. We send 
our sincere appreciation to each 
one of you for your incredible 
support. I pray that each home-
town hero experiences this amaz-
ing welcome—each one of you are 
shining stars in our eyes.

The Yonker family 
Pleasanton

 
City parks are a gem
Dear Editor,
 I would like to commend the 
Pleasanton Parks Department for 
the great job they do maintaining 
our parks. 
 My morning walk takes me 
through Nielsen Park and its beau-
tiful lawns and trees just brighten 
my day. As citizens, we must also 
do our part to protect these jewels 
of our city and show our respect 
for all the hard work these great 
people do.

JoAnn Weser
Pleasanton

Letters

The Pleasanton Weekly encourages comments on our coverage or 
issues of local interest.

Submit letters to the editor of up to 250 words and guest opinion pieces 
up to 500 words with a short bio to editor@PleasantonWeekly.com. 
Include your name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach 
you. We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable 
content, libel and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will gen-
erally not be accepted.

Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting 
of permission to the Pleasanton Weekly and Embarcadero Publishing 
Company to also publish it online, including in our online archives and as 
a post on Town Square.

For more information contact Editor Jeb Bing at (925) 600-0840.

Your Turn
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Opinion

Code of ethics
The Pleasanton Weekly seeks to adhere to the highest level of ethical 
standards in journalism, including the Code of Ethics adopted Sept. 21, 
1996, by the Society of Professional Journalists. To review the text of the 
Code, please visit our web site at www.PleasantonWeekly.com

 In the April 18 edition of the 
Pleasanton Weekly, Managing 
Editor Janet Pelletier wrote of a 
“cold case” in Pleasanton the mur-
der of high-school freshman Tina 
Faelz in 1984. The  anniversary of 
the death was April 5. 
 Within hours of posting the story 
online, we had an online comment 
condemning The Weekly, stating it 
“continues to sensationalize crime 
against Pleasanton citizens.” Town 
Square contributor Mark from the 
Castlewood neighborhood contin-
ued by saying, “There was no con-
structive point to this article. The 
only possible reason to print an 
article on this crime would be to 
honor the child. ... Wouldn’t you 
prefer that if it had been your child 
that was killed?”
 I asked Pelletier how the story 
came to her attention. She received 
a call in early March from Tina’s 
mother, Shirley Orosco, asking if 
the Pleasanton Weekly wanted to 
write about the case. 
 “There are no real leads and, 
after 24 years, she’s looking for 
closure,” Pelletier said of Orosco. 
 Pleasanton Police Department 
Investigations Captain Eric Finn 
said this type of case, being 
unsolved for many years, is atypical 
for Pleasanton, so he doesn’t know 
if the story will yield any results 
in the form of leads. However, 
bringing attention to the case might 
bring forth tips. 
 “We need the public’s help in this 
case,” Finn said. “We have worked 
hard to look at this case on several 
occasions with fresh eyes and have 
used the most modern technologies 
available to us to seek clues that 
could help us bring the case to a 
conclusion or give the investigation 
new life.”
 Tips like the ones produced 

from news stories such as the 
Weekly’s have helped solve cases 
in other communities. This is the 
basis behind newspaper and maga-
zine stories, television shows like 
“America’s Most Wanted” and 
“Unsolved Mysteries” and sites 
such as www.coldcasecenter.com. 
 “We know for sure one person 
knows who did this and that’s the 
suspect,” Finn said. “Our hope is 
that along the way they have shared 
something with someone who isn’t 
involved and that person might 
come forward with information.”
 Finn said the department has 
received emails even within the 
past year from people familiar with 
the case or Tina and her family 
inquiring as to whether there is any 
new information. 
 In the April 18 story, Orosco 
said the unsolved murder is “about 
the only thing I have left in my life 
that’s incomplete.” 
 The story was written not to 
sensationalize a tragedy; it was 
written with the hope that shed-
ding light on the details of the 
case and promoting awareness will 
produce leads that will bring what 
Tina’s mother, friends, classmates 
and anyone close to the case desires 
most: closure. 
 According to Finn, the police 
department wants that as well. 
 “Our closure is to bring someone 
to justice and help the family to 
bring their closure to fruition,” he 
said. “We never want the memory 
of Tina Faelz to fade away.”

Gina Channell-Allen, a 20-year 
journalism veteran, is the presi-
dent of the East Bay division of 

Embarcadero Publishing Company, 
president of the Pleasanton Weekly 

and publisher of the Danville 
Weekly. Send questions to gallen@

pleasantonweekly.com. 

Talking Points
by Gina Channell-Allen

Story premise is service, 
not sensationalism

WHAT PEOPLE  
ARE SAYING ABOUT 

After my injury I stopped exercising. Bodymax helped me recover 
quickly and showed me how to exercise correctly. Now I’m back where I 
need to be; working and playing outside with my kids. 

The trainers at Bodymax really listened to my concerns. Their knowledge 
of injury prevention and maintenance assured me that I was in safe 
hands. After training at Bodymax I feel healthier, look better and exercise 
without pain.

All Bodymax trainers are college graduates in the exercise health field.  
They are knowledgeable in nutrition, injury prevention and can assist 
you in improving your overall health. Let us help design the perfect 
program to fit your needs.  

Come by and see us so we can help you reach your goals starting 
today. We have flexible appointments to meet your needs.

6668 Owens Dr.
Pleasanton, CA 94588
925-621-2200
www.bodymax.net
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Make Your Reservation 
for Mother’s Day 
Buffet Brunch!

“High-end” Mexican Cuisine

Award-Winning Margaritas

Best Atmosphere

Best Outdoor Dining

Best Place to Have a First Date 

Best Margarita

(925) 416-1111
4001-3 Santa Rita Rd.Pleasanton, CA

Original Owners
est.  1977

It’s officially Spring: time 
 for longer days, soft rain,  
and daffodils, as life renews 
itself before our eyes. It is 
fitting that this is the season  
to celebrate Mothers. 

925-847-6000

Mothers Day Brunch
May 11th

10:00am – 3:00pm
Adults - $35.95
Seniors - $29.95

Children 
6 to 12 – $17.95 

Alexandria’s Flowers
is Celebrating Mother’s Day in a very special way!! 

Stop by before May 9th and Enter to win 1 of 3 Fabulous Prizes 

(925) 484-1149

1st Prize  $150 value includes: a spa facial from Leslie Marie 
   and a fl ower arrangement from Alexandria’s Flowers

2nd Prize  Peet’s Coffee gift certifi cate and a box of sweets 
    from Cassandra’s Bakery

3rd Prize  $25.00 gift certifi cate from Alexandria’s Flowers

Spring Bouquets, Orchids, Blooming Plants, 
Garden Baskets, Ivy Topiaries, Roses

Starting at $20.00 and up...

For every $30 
purchase in retail 

products, 
RECEIVE $5 OFF

www.romanholidaysalon.com

4555 Hopyard Rd. Suite 9
Pleasanton

925.463.5650

Bare Escentuals 

Graham Webb

Halo

 Paul Mitchell

 L’oreal Professional Serie Expert 

American Crew

200 Ray St. Pleasanton 925-60
in the old Kottinger Bar

Heavenly Day Spa and Salon
or experience a facial to real
best they can possible be in 

R E M E D I E S . . .  F O

Open Mot

Barone’s R
475 St .  John,  P

426-0

Please join us for a
brunch or a very
Brunch 10am-2:30p

Dinner 4pm-8pm
Call for Reservation
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670 Main Street  
Downtown Pleasanton 

(925) 462-0814

Gifts & Home Accents
Clover CreekClover Creek

   Great 
       Moms 
   deserve 

Great 
       Gifts

410 MAIN STREET . PLEASANTON . (925) 600-8925 . www.murphyspaw.com

Bring your pup and join us for
drinks and refreshments!

Friday, May 16th
6pm to 8pm

00-0460
rn

n invites you to enjoy a Heavenly experience. Come relax, enjoy a massage, 
lly care for your skin. It is our passion and life goal to help others be the 
mind, body and spirit. 

R  T H E  M I N D ,  B O D Y  A N D  S P I R I T

 LET US TAKE YOU THERE...

www.theheavenlydayspa.com

Mention this ad 
and receive an 

additional 

discount on our 
Mother’s Day 

Package

ther’s Day

Restaurant
Pleasanton,  Ca.

0987

an elegant sit-down
y special dinner.
m

ns

Reservations Encouraged 484-0789

201 Main Street, Downtown Pleasanton

8am — 2pm

Mother’s Day
Champagne Brunch Buffet at

4307 Valley Avenue, Suite F www.HairLightsSalon.com
925-462-hair

Our Team Welcomes You!
Featuring Compete Hair Care

*Cut *Color *Chemical 

*Facial Waxing Services 

*Nails

FREE GIFT  
For New Guests!

Happy Mother’s Day!

Available

 



205 A Main St. Pleasanton ( Behind Vic’s All Star Cafe )

925.249.YARN
www.yourknittingplace.com

Surprise 

Mom with a Gift 

Certificate this 

Mother’s Day!

Cherish the First Look!

The Gold Standard in 3D/4D Ultrasound
(Over 10,000 scans performed)

See Your Baby Before Birth

  in our comfortable exam theatre.

In Downtown Pleasanton
 888.332.2298 

Champagne Brunch – $28.95
10:00am - 2:00pm 

Dinner Specials
5:00pm - 8:00pm

3180 Santa Rita Rd.
(925) 484-1001  

www.girasolegrill.com

Best Italian

Mother’s Day Specials

Bras  Panties  Thongs 
Maternity & Sports Bras

Treat Her to the Finest In Swimsuits and Intimate Apparel 
Mother's Day Specials Awaits you...

Massage Oils & Kama Sutra Products
Professional Bra Fitting

Hard to Find Sizes
30-44 A-K

Garters  Stockings
Sleepwear Loungewear

925 846 1950
Swimwear 

up to cup size K
Open 7 days

350 Main St  at Angela  Pleasanton

Gift Certifi cates
www.lilyannslingerie.com

MOTHER’S  
DAY SPECIAL!
10% OFF  
ALL SERVICES!

EXP 5-24-08
GIFT CERTIFICATES 

AVAILABLE

MON - FRI: 9AM-7PM
SAT: 9AM-6PM, SUN: 9AM-5PM

201-D MAIN ST., PLEASANTON

925.461.3583

FREE FLOWER
DESIGNS  

FOR KIDS 10  
& UNDER

DISCOUNTED 
GROUP PARTY 

Stoneridge Mall, Pleasanton
(Located on the upper level next to California Pizza Kitchen)

925.734.3410

www.justdogsgourmet.com

Dogs are more than just pets, 

they are family!
We believe that friendship, loyalty and 

unconditional love deserves  only the best... 

We offer over 
30 different 

hand-cut 
treats made 

from all-natural 
human-grade ingredients. 

Our treats and 
confections 

make perfect 
gift baskets for 

your special canine 
family. 
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925.846.6600
Shop at our new location at  

560 Main St., Downtown Pleasanton
Monday through Saturday 10-6,  

and Sunday 11-5
www.shopsavvyseconds.com

Special Event!  
Find that Perfect  

Mother's Day Gift!
Tonight, Friday May 2

6-10 pm
"Shop and Sip"
Girls Night Out!

 
 

Join the Fun!
Debbie Lopes

COACH  ■  TRUE  REL IG ION  ■  JU ICY  ■  JOES  ■  VELVET  ■  8TWO8  ■  J EWLERY  BY  PAULA

Take an 
additional 
10% OFF 

exp 5-31-08



925.426.8844
MON-Fri 10-6 • Sat & SuN 11-5

5737 Valley Avenue, pleasanton
In the Hopyard Village, corner of Hopyard and Valley

www.TatteredTreasures.net

Specializing
In European

Furniture
& Unique

Home 
Embellishments

NEW ARRIVALS
DAILY

Unique Gift Ideas for Mother’s Day!
Undecided?

Buy Mom a Gift Certificate!

Mother’s Day 

Special!
All Water Fountains &

Bird Baths 15% off 

expires 5/18/08

Celebrate Mom
Treat her to an unforgettable meal

at 

Mother’s Day Champagne Brunch Buff et 
Reservations Recommended 

925. 417. 8438
780 Main Street, Pleasanton

www.oasisgrille.com

925 846.7511
614 Main Street, Downtown Pleasanton

Goldsmith and Gemologist Since 1972

Mother’s Day 
Birthstone Rings 

& Pendants

Mom’s Worth It!

310 Main Street, Ste. A, 
Downtown Pleasanton

925-461-3113 Reservations
www.eatatstaceys.com

VOTED BEST 
COSMO by 

Diablo Magazine

Entrees

Mother’s Day Special 
Menu Items! Make Your 

Reservations Early!

   with apple-cinnamon compote

   fi let over fetucine

"I'M GOING TO MAKE THIS
SUMMER COUNT!"

Kumon is a different kind of after-
school learning program, where
children master the basics of math
and reading.  Plus, they also build
the learning skills, study habits,
and confidence they need to
succeed in school…and beyond.

FREE
PLACEMENT

TESTING!
Thursday

5 - 6:30 pm

Please call for an appointment

Valid at

KUMON CENTER OF
PLEASANTON
1807 Santa Rita Rd., Suite J

925.426.8858

© 2008 Kumon North America, Inc.
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Civic Meetings
City Council The Pleasanton City 
Council meets at 7 p.m. on the first 
and third Tuesdays at City Council 
Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Ave. 
Housing Commission The 
Pleasanton Housing Commission 
meets at 7 p.m. on the third 
Thursday of the month at City 
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal 
Ave. 
Human Services Commission The 
Human Services Commission meets 
at 7 p.m. on the first Wednesday of 
the month at City Council Chamber, 
200 Old Bernal Ave. 
Parks & Recreation Commission 
The Pleasanton Parks & Recreation 
Commission meets at 7 p.m. on the 
second Thursday of the month at City 
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal 
Ave. 
Planning Commission The Planning 
Commission meets at 7 p.m. the 
second and fourth Wednesday of the 
month at the City Council Chamber, 
200 Old Bernal Ave. 
School Board The Pleasanton 
Unified School District Board meets 
at 7 p.m. on the second and fourth 
Tuesday monthly in the district office 
board room, 4665 Bernal Ave. 
Youth Commission The Pleasanton 
Youth Commission meets 7 p.m. on 
the second Wednesday of the month 
at Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353 
Sunol Blvd. 

Clubs
Livermore Amador Valley Garden 
Club The monthly meeting will 
take place at 7 p.m. May 6 at Alisal 
Elementary School’s multipurpose 
room, 1454 Santa Rita Road. Carolyn 
Parker will discuss roses. Visitors are 
welcome. Call Sally, 417-8809. 
NARFE The Livermore Chapter 0397 
of the National Active and Retired 
Federal Employees Association meets 
at 12:30 p.m. the second Thursday 
monthly at Emil Villa’s Restaurant at 
the corner of Pacific and S. Livermore 
avenues in Livermore. Call 484-0813 
or 846-7167. 
Pleasanton Newcomers May 
Luncheon Karen Joy Fowler, author 
of “The Jane Austin Book Club,” a 
New York Times Best Seller, will speak 
at the Pleasanton Newcomers lun-
cheon at 11:30 a.m. May 14 at Chef 
India, 5100 Hopyard Road. RSVP to 
Joyce at 399-5840 or jwange1953@
comcast.net. The cost is $12.50. 
TwinValley Mothers of Twins 
Meeting Join us for our monthly Twin 
Valley Mother of Twins meeting, from 
7:30 to 9 p.m. the second Tuesday of 
the month at John Knox Presbyterian 
Church, 7421 Amarillo Road, Dublin. 
Our goal is to provide support, infor-
mation and friendship to Mothers of 
Multiples. Roundtable question and 
answer time is at 6:30 p.m.; dads are 
encouraged to attend the roundtable. 
Call DeAnna at 948-0004 or visit 
www.tvmotc.com. 

Concerts
Ethiopian-Israeli Hip-Hop Group 
Ethiopian-Israeli teen hip-hop sensa-
tion Café Shachor Chazak (Strong 
Black Coffee) will perform music at 7 
p.m. May 11 at Congregation Beth 
Emek, 3400 Nevada Court. The music 
is based on their own personal experi-
ences in a dynamic and heartwarming 
show that highlights the issues behind 
immigration, assimilation and multicul-
turalism. Call 462-7279. 

Events
Candlelight Peace Vigil 
Pleasantonians 4 Peace hosts a 
candlelight vigil in front of the Museum 
on Main St. at 7 p.m. May 14. Bring a 
votive candle in a paper cup so wax 
doesn’t drip wax on the sidewalk. Call 
Cathe Norman at 462-7495 or email 
Matt Sullivan at mjs7882@gmail.com. 
Carnival with Food & Games All 
ages are welcome to PCCS’ Carnival 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. May 3 at Mohr 
Elementary School, 3300 Dennis 
Drive. Buy tickets to play games and 

purchase food. Booths feature chow 
mein, egg rolls, sushi, meatballs, bas-
ketball, mini putt, fishing game and 
more. PCCS teaches Mandarin and 
Cantonese to kids on Saturday morn-
ings. New session begins Sept. 6 for 
2008-09. Call 417-2623 or visit www.
pccs-usa.org. 
Parsons Dance Company Never 
afraid of breaking the rules, the world-
renowned Parsons Dance Company 
presents their extraordinary artistry 
with athleticism, exuberant personality, 
and joyous movement. Founded by 
David Parsons, described as a “cho-
reographic chameleon” for his eclectic 
creations. The performance is at 10 
p.m. May 8 at the Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. Tickets are 
$28-$41 or $11 for students with ID. 
Rick Rusking Fingerstyle 
Workshop Join Rick Ruskin, inter-
national fingerpicking champion, in 
his Fingerstyle Guitar Workshop at 
3 p.m. May 4 at the Bothwell Arts 
Center, 2466 8th St. It benefits Rotary 
Music Scholarship and Bothwell Arts 
Center. Tickets are $35 and may be 
purchased at Fine Fretted Friends, 
2181 First St., Livermore or by calling 
606-1324. 
The Capitol Steps Known for put-
ting the MOCK in Democracy, the 
Washington-based music and political 
satire troupe of Congressional staff-
ers turned songwriters has skewered 
politicians of all persuasions for 25 
years. The show is at 8 p.m. May 5 at 
the Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. Tickets are $28-$36 or $11 
for students with ID. Call 373-6800. 

Exhibits
Barbara Jean Solos at Brushes Art 
Gallery “Entering the Mystery through 
Art,” a vibrant and evocative body of 
work by abstract Pleasanton artist 
Barbara Jean will be shown from 4:30 
to 7 p.m. through May 16 at Brushes 
Gallery, 21001 San Ramon Valley 
Blvd., Suite C-7, in the San Ramon 
Dental Center, Gateway Center Mall, 
San Ramon. Call 829-0994. 
Celebrating Art Made Easy A com-
munity reception will be held from 7 
to 9 p.m. May 5 at the Pleasanton 
Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. The 
art exhibit of students’ watercolor 
paintings will take place from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. May 6 to 8 and 8 a.m. to noon 
May 9. Call 931-5340. 
Celebrating Art Made Easy A com-
munity reception and art exhibit of stu-
dents’ watercolor paintings from Art 
Made Easy will take place from 5 to 7 
p.m. May 5 at the Pleasanton Senior 
Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. 
Gold Fever! Untold Stories of 
California’s Gold Rush The exhi-
bition at Museum on Main Street, 
603 Main St., spotlights the remark-

CalendarCalendar
Celebrating Art 
Made Easy

“Calla Lilies,” by June Ferreri, is 
just one of the watercolor works from 
the Art Made Easy class, taught 
by local artist Charlotte Severin. A 
reception will take place from 7 to 9 
p.m. May 5 at the Pleasanton Senior 
Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. The Art 
Made Easy exhibit will run through 
noon May 9 and includes a variety of 
works done with watercolor. 

Weekend Preview

IT’S ALL ABOUT THE KIDS!
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COMPUTER AND LEGO
SUMMER CAMPS

CCOCCOCOCOCCOCOCCOMMMOMPPUUTTEER R AANND D LLEEGGOO
SSUUUUUUMMMMMEERR CCAAMMPPSS

 (650) 620-9300www.techknowhowkids.com

Half and All-Day Options
 For Ages 5 - 16

Game Design, Robotics,
LEGO  Projects with Motors,
3D Movie Making, 
and Introduction to Programming

Dublin, Fremont, Livermore, Moraga, Pleasanton,   
Walnut Creek, and many other locations

LEGO    is a trademark of the LEGO Company, which does not own or operate this camp.

R

Our 14th Year Serving the Bay Area

on,   on,

Valley Community Church
4455 Del Valle Pkwy 
(between Hopyard & Main)

Pleasanton 925-846-6622
www.valleycommunitychurch.org

FREE EVENT FOR ALL KIDS GRADES 1 - 5
Come join us for a spectacular night with Jeff Grable, the yo-yo man!

Every student who attends will receive a free yo-yo and the chance to win 2 Disneyland tickets, 
Go-ped scooter, iPod Shuffle and much more!

While you're there pick up 
a registration form for:

Sports Camp, June 23-27
Vacation Bible School, 

July 14-18

6:30-8:00 pm
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Calendar

able stories of individual Californios, 
women, Native Americans, adventur-
ers and gold seekers who emigrated 
from all parts of the world during the 
tumultuous and colorful Gold Rush 
era. The exhibit runs April 9 to June 1. 
A $2 donation admits one. 
Pleasanton Art League Circuit 
Change The Pleasanton Art League’s 
Public Art Circuit will mount exhib-
its from through July 18 at Bank 
of America, Keller Williams Realty, 
Towne Center Books, Me & Mai 
Friend’s Cafe, Vogue Hair Studio, 
Realty Express & Sallman, and Yang 
& Alameda CPAs. A portion of sales 
supports PAL’s community programs. 
Call Lisa, 518-4436. Pleasanton. 

Fundraisers
Boys and Girls Car Campaign 
Now that the price of scrap metal 
has sharply risen, the Boys and Girls 
Car Campaign will accept most any 
car with no restrictions. Cars will be 
picked up anywhere in California, 
usually within a week, and are sold 
at auction. To donate, call 800-246-
0493. Funds obtained by the sales go 
directly to help the California clubs. 
Gingerbread Alumnus Gingerbread 
Preschool is going under construc-
tion this summer. A special area in 
the playyard will be laid with bricks 
personalized by our existing and past 
families. Bricks are being sold for 
$125. There are only 60 bricks left. 
Deadline for purchase is May 12. Call 
931-3430. 
Ship of Hope Gala The Ship of Hope 
Gala, benefiting Hope Hospice, will 
be held at 6:30 p.m. May 16 at the 
Blackhawk Museum in Danville. KPIX 
5 Emmy Winning Anchor John Kessler 
will emcee and food is by Scott’s. 
Tickets are $100. Reserve tickets by 
May 2 by calling 829-8770. 
The Fascinating Culture and Art 
of the Kuna Indians of Panama 
Claudia Hess, owner of Worthington 
Gallery West, will give a talk, “The 
Fascinating Culture and Art of the 
Kuna Indians of Panama,” at 7 p.m. 
May 15 at the Museum On Main 
Street, 603 Main St. Tickets are $5 
or $10. Call 462-2766 or visit www.
museumonmain.org. 
The Tri-Valley Arthritis Walk 
The signature event of the Arthritis 
Foundation will take place from 8:30 
to 11:30 a.m. May 10 at Lifestyle 
RX Center, 1119 E. Stanley Blvd., 
Livermore. Features 1-mile and 3-mile 
courses and activities for families. 
Dogs on leash welcome. To join a 
team or make a donation go to www.
arthritiswalktrivalley08.kintera.org. Call 
Julie, 454-6993. 
Wine auction to benefit local 
groups The Livermore Valley 
Winegrowers Foundation hosts the 
annual Livermore Valley Wine Auction 
Experience at 5 p.m. May 17 at 
Concannon Vineyards’ new barrel 
room, 4590 Tesla Road, Livermore. 
Beneficiaries include Kaleidoscope 
After School Program/Easter 
Seals Bay Area, Oakland East Bay 
Symphony, ValleyCare Foundation and 
the Taylor Family Foundation. Tickets 
are $250. Call 447-WINE. 

Kids & Teens
Vacation Bible School Faith Chapel 
Assembly of God presents “Power 
Lab--Discovering Jesus’ Miraculous 
Power,” from June 23 to 27. 
Registration begins May 1 and space 
is limited. The cost is $5 per child. Call 
846-8650. 

Lectures/
Workshops
How to Rollover Your IRA/401k into 
Real Estate Most people don’t know 
that you can use a self-directing IRA 
to purchase real estate. Gina Smith, 
a land banking specialist, will discuss 

“How to Rollover Your IRA/401k into 
Real Estate” at noon May 15 at the 
Pleasanton Public Library, 400 Old 
Bernal Ave. Call 426-1120. 

Live Music
Chris Bradley’s Traditional Jazz 
Listen and dance to the live, traditional 
jazz every second and fourth Tuesday 
at the Pleasanton Hotel, 855 Main St. 
Greg Greenway Greg Greenway will 
play music at 10 a.m. May 4 at Tri-
Valley Unity Church, Radisson Hotel, 
6680 Regional St., Dublin. Musically, 
he draws inspiration from all over the 
map—gospel, rock, blues, jazz, and 
world music—but his center is in the 
singer/songwriter tradition that traces 
its roots all the way back to the social 
awareness of Woody Guthrie. Call 
829-2733 or visit www.greggreenway.
com. 
Michael Czaja Quartet Jazz pro-
gram The Pleasanton Public Library, 
400 Old Bernal Ave., presents the 
Michael Czaja Quartet at 7 p.m. May 
3. These local teens Alex Reiff on 
bass, Colin McDaniel on drums, Ryan 
Coleman on guitar and Micahel Czaja 
on sax play jazz standards. Join us for 
an evening of exciting jazz. 

Miscellaneous
Delta Conservation Meetings 
Zone 7 Water Agency has been 
working with wildlife agencies, envi-
ronmental groups, and other water 
districts to develop a more proactive, 
comprehensive approach to stabilizing 
the Deltaís ecosystem and improving 
the water supply system. Public scop-
ing meetings on this topic will be held 
at 6 p.m. May 5 at the San Joaquin 
Farm Bureau, 3290 N. AdArt Road, 
Stockton; and at 6 p.m. May 6 at the 
Santa Clara Valley Water District, 5700 
Alamaden Expressway, San Jose. Visit 
www.zone7water.com. 

Political Notes
Tri-Valley Republican Women 
meeting Rochelle Conner, the trea-
surer of the San Francisco Republican 
Alliance, will speak at the dinner meet-
ing of Tri-Valley Republican Women 
Federated at 6:30 p.m. May 8 at the 
Sheraton Pleasanton Hotel, 5990 
Stoneridge Mall Road. New members 
and visitors are welcome. Reservation 
deadline is May 1. Call 426-1995. 

Seniors
Advance Health Care Directive 
Workshop Advance Health Care 
Directives provide legal options that 
help protect you and your estate in 
the face of illness. At 10 a.m. May 
13 at the Pleasanton Senior Center, 
5353 Sunol Blvd., Legal Assistance for 
Seniors will explain the AHCD, DNR, 
Durable Power of Attorney, and con-
servatorships, as well as assist you in 
completing an AHCD form to help you 
secure your future. The cost is $1.50 
for residents and $2 for non-residents. 
Call 931-5365. 
Pleasanton PC Users Group The 
PC User Group meets monthly at 
10 a.m. on the fourth Thursday of 
the month at the Pleasanton Senior 
Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. You don’t 
need to be an expert to attend, we 
have all skills levels in our meetings. 
Call 931-5365 or email pleasenior@
yahoo.com for details. 
Seniors Computer Tutoring One-
on-one computer tutoring is available 
every day at the Pleasanton Senior 
Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. The tutor 
works with you on topics where you 
need help. No formal program to 
follow, just help where you need it. 
Internet, Office applications, picture 
editing, etc. Call 931-5365 to set up 
an appt. 
Welcome to Medicare Seminar 
The Health Insurance Counseling and 

Advocacy Program (HICAP) will discuss 
Medicare A, B, C and D; how to buy 
supplemental insurance; and when and 
how to buy a drug plan. HICAP is a 
non-profit organization under the Dept. 
of Aging. Attend one of three classes at 
7 p.m. the first Tuesdays in April, May 
and June at the San Ramon Regional 
Medical Center, south conference 
room, 7777 Norris Canyon Road, San 
Ramon. Call 275-8230 or visit www.
sanramonmedctr.com. 

Spiritual
Discovering the God Within The 
message by guest speaker Dr. 
Richard Southern will be presented 
at 10 a.m. May 4 at the Tri-Valley 
Unity Church, Radisson Hotel, 6680 
Regional St., Dublin. Call 829-2733. 
All are welcome. 
Faith Chapel Assembly of God 
Sunday services include: All ages 
Sunday school at 9:30 a.m., worship 
at 10:30 a.m., and children’s church 
(ages 2 to 12) at 11:15 a.m. Women’s 
Bible study meetings 10 a.m. 
Wednesdays. Call 846-8650. 

Sports
Annual Kicks are for Kids A youth 
soccer clinic for ages 5 to 10 is 
presented by U13 Premier players, 
parents and coaches from 9 a.m. to 
noon May 18 at the Aquatic Park field, 
Santa Rita Road and Black Avenue. 
Learn some new soccer moves and 
have fun playing soccer with some 
of Pleasanton Rage’s top players. 
Proceeds support U13 team and give 
them a chance to be mentors. The 
cost is $25. Call Darryl, 918-1472, or 
visit www.pleasantonrage.org/kick-
sareforkids. 
Callippe Niners Callippe Niners is a 
fun group of nine-hole women golf-
ers. We are currently welcoming new 
members into our group. Our play 
days are Tuesday mornings. Call Joan, 
462-1054. 
Pleasanton Ridge Mountain Ride 
Join cyclists of all levels Tuesdays from 
6 to 8 p.m. in May for this friendly, no-
drop mountain ride which lasts approx-
imately two hours. Riders should be in 
good fitness, have a well-adjusted, safe 
mountain bike (with a light) and general 
knowledge of bike handling skills. Meet 
the Cyclepath group at the Foothill 
staging area. Call 485-3218. 
Saturday Morning Beginner Ride 
This weekly no-drop ride from 9 to 
11 a.m. Saturdays is for those new 
to cycling, who haven’t been on their 
bike for a while or just want to ride 
at a slower pace. Rides depart from 
Cyclepath Pleasanton and will gener-
ally be 12 to 15 mph, 20 to 25 miles 
and no more than two hours. E-mail 
rides@cyclepath.com if you plan to 
attend. 
Saturday Morning Beginner Road 
Ride This weekly no-drop ride is for 
those new to cycling, who haven’t 
been on their bike for a while or just 
want to ride at a slower pace. Rides 
depart at 9 a.m. from Cyclepath, 
337-B Main St., and will generally be 
10 to 15 mph, 20 miles and no more 
than 2 hours. E-mail rides@cyclepath.
com if you plan to attend. 
Sunday Morning Group Ride Join 
cyclists of all levels for this friendly, 
no-drop road ride Sundays from 9 
a.m. to noon. Routes vary weekly 
and last approximately 2 to 3 hours. 
Riders warm up together and split into 
smaller groups based on skill level 
(A--60 miles, B--35-40 miles, C--20-
25 miles). Bring water and a snack. 
Rides depart from Cyclepath, 337-B 
Main St. Call 485-3218 or visit www.
cyclepath.com. 
Sunday Morning Group Ride Join 
cyclists of all levels from 9 a.m. to 
noon Sundays for this friendly, no-
drop road ride. Routes vary weekly 
and last approximately two to three 
hours. Riders warm up together and 
split into smaller groups based on skill 
level (A--60 miles, B--35 to 40 miles, 
C--20 to 25 miles). Bring water and a 
snack. Rides depart from Cyclepath, 

337-B Main St. (in the Bank of 
America building). 
Tri-Valley Cheer Sign-ups Girls 
between the ages of 10-15 years old 
as of July 31 are invited to sign up 
for Tri-Valley Cheer. Registration fee is 
$75. Upcoming sign-ups for the 2008 
season are from 6 to 7:30 p.m. April 
3, 10, 16 and 24, and May 1, 8 and 
15 at Frederiksen Elementary School’s 
multipurpose room, 7243 Tamarack 
Drive, Dublin. Season begins in June 
and ends in March. Call 216-6742. 

Support 
Groups
Pleasanton Military Families 
Pleasanton Military Families, a support 
group for families of service members, 
meets at 7 p.m. the second Tuesday 
of the month. The group includes 
families who have loved ones serving 
in Iraq, Afghanistan and in the Global 
War on Terrorism. Meetings are held 
at a different group member’s home 
each month. Call Chris Miller for infor-
mation on the placement of a yellow 
streamer for the military person on 
Main Street and for information on the 
group, 730-1604. 
Tri-Valley ADHD Parent Support 
Group Network with other parents as 
we share experiences and information 
on topics related to parenting ADHD 
children. The group meets from 7 to 
8:45 p.m. the second Wednesday of 
the month at Thomas J. Hart Middle 
School. Email JoAnn, jmatone@com-
cast.net. 
Vision Support Group Individuals with 
low vision, and their loved ones, are 
invited to join us on the third Tuesday 
of each month from 10 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. at the Pleasanton Senior Center, 
5353 Sunol Blvd. Join us for low vision 
information, speakers, resources, dis-
cussions, and day trips. No reservations 
are required. Nominal fees may apply. 
Call 931-5369. 

Volunteering
Blankets for Kids Blankets For Kids, 
founded by Pleasanton resident Jo 
Molz, makes and distributes soft fleece 
blankets to at-risk, abused and neglect-
ed children in the Tri-Valley, Alameda 
County and even Los Angeles. The 
easy-to-make blankets are constructed 
of a soft fleece material with pleasant 

designs. Volunteers have made more 
than 10,000 blankets for distribution 
since the organization began. Those 
interested in volunteering, or donating 
money or fleece to the nonprofit organi-
zation call Jo, 846-6155. 
Hats Off America Volunteers are 
wanted for the Hats Off America 
Casino Night April 19; Muscle Car, 
Hot Rod, and Art Fair May 16 to 18; 
Red T-Shirt 10K runs/5K walks June 
7, Sept. 13 and Nov. 8. HOA is a non-
profit organization benefiting families of 
fallen soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Email Sparky George, thebearflagrun-
ner@yahoo.com. 
San Damiano Retreat Opportunities 
abound for people of all ages and 
abilities at San Damiano, 710 Highland 
Drive, Danville. Sit and socialize while 
helping with mailings, enjoy solitude 
and meditation while cultivating the 
flower, vegetable and fruit gardens, 
or lend your support to the front desk 
and gift shop. Open seven days a 
week includes a free meal. Call 831-
9141 ext. 307. 
Tri-Valley Animal Rescue Do you 
love animals? Become a volunteer or 
a Foster with Tri-Valley Animal Rescue. 
Orientations are held at East County 
Animal Shelter (ECAS) from 1 to 2:30 
p.m. the second Saturday and fourth 
Sunday of each month. Registration is 
not required to attend the orientation. 
Call 803-7043 or visit www.tvar.org. 

TV30
Conversations Joining host Robin 
Fahr are therapist Barbara Tuber-
Sooy who discusses stress and the 
best way to manage it and Dr. Anja 
Lindblad of the Creekside Center 
for Natural Medicine talking about 
naturopathic medicine. On Channel 
30 every day at 6 and 11:30 a.m. and 
8:30 p.m. 
In a Word Tune in to hosts Jim Ott 
and Kathy Cordova on Channel 30. 
TV30 Book Club discuss Eckhart 
Tolle’s “A New Earth: Awakening to 
Your Life’s Purpose.” Guests: Sandra 
Kay & Violet Hernandez. Interview 
with author of “Hope’s Garden.” 
Commentary by Susan Groshans. Airs 
daily 6:30 am, 12:30, 3:30 & 9:30 pm. 
Let’s Talk Sports TV30’s “Let’s Talk 
Sports” features sports memorabilia 
and the history of modern baseball 
with one of a kind artifacts, with sports 
collector legend Mark Macrea and Dr. 
B. On Channel 30 daily at noon, 2:30, 
4 (Friday), 6:30 and 10:30 p.m. 
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Flower Happy Hour at Alexandria’s
Enjoy a fresh Bouquet for $15.00 (reg $25.00) Saturdays from 10AM-3PM

BRIGHTEN YOUR HOME WITH FRESH FLOWERS

Alexandria’s    Flowers

484-1149  3037  Hopyard Road, Suite F 
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by Jerri Pantages Long

photos courtesy Anne Richert

I t is one thing to visit a foreign country as a tourist. It 
is quite another to be welcomed as a member of an 
extended family. That second kind of trip was what 

a delegation of 38 Pleasanton residents looked forward to 
when they traveled to Tulancingo, Hidalgo, Mexico last 
month to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Pleasanton-
Tulancingo Sister City Association (PTSCA).
 “By now, I have so many friends in Tulancingo 
that it’s like going home,” said Bob Athenour, former 
Spanish teacher and travel agent who “discovered” 
Tulancingo in 1983 and worked with co-founder Steve 
Noble to establish the PTSCA. (Noble has since moved 
to the Gilroy area but remains active in PTSCA). 
 A Pleasanton resident for 51 years, Athenour takes 
justifiable pride in how the sister city connection has 
evolved. “It’s been a wonderful relationship. The similar-
ity between our two cities is the people. I feel [PTSCA] 
has been my contribution to this community. Of course, 
when I started out, I had no idea it would become such 
an integral part of our community. It’s a wonderful feel-
ing to have been part of it from the very beginning.”
 Having spent his teaching career at Amador Valley 
High School, Athenour had a very specific goal in mind 
when the sister city program began. 
 “We wanted to tear down the stereotypes on both sides 
of the border,” he said.  “The best way to do that seemed 
to be to start with our youth.” 
 Each year since 1985, PTSCA has selected five teen-
agers (from among local applicants who have studied 
Spanish for at least two years) to travel to Tulancingo 

in June for a month’s stay with a family there. The 
exchange students return in July with their “brothers and 
sisters,” who stay with local host families for a month.
 “There was a time when there used to be discrimination 
against Mexicans,” Athenour said. “I think we have got-
ten past that here, and that’s a tremendous step forward.” 

 In fact, he reports, the exchange students on both sides 
of the border stay in touch via email years after their first 
visits.
 The same is true for the adult delegations. Lasting 
friendships are formed when Pleasantonians head south 
each April and when Tulancingo residents come north 
each September. There were 14 who made the first trip 
to Tulancingo from Pleasanton in 1973. Last month, the 
delegation numbered 38, and 35 were repeat visitors, 

according to PTSCA President Jorge Victoria. 
 “Joining us for their first visit were Mayor Jennifer 
Hosterman, Mike Hosterman, and Bob Silva,” he said. 
“Seven of us were past association presidents: Bob 
Athenour, Steve Noble, Jim Muck, Thelma Asbury, Joe 
Asbury, Ron Hyde (and myself).”
 The 2008 Pleasanton delegation also included Larry 
Annis, Frank and Judy Brandes, Steve Brozosky, Mike 
and Janet Cloutier, Maria Cornwell, Lety Hyde (formerly 
a Tulancingo resident), Shirley Lutes, Ron and Annette 
Mack, Anne Athenour Martin, Bruce McFarlane, Mike 
Mele, Steve and Pat Murray, John and Karen Oldemeyer, 
JJ and Cary Parra, Armando and Edelia Pino, Kent and 
Alice Pryor, Anne Richert, Dick Stafford, Margo Tarver, 
and Sylvia Victoria.
 Although this was Mayor Hosterman’s first visit to 
Tulancingo, her family has long been connected with the 
sister city. 
 “Our family played host to Nadir Del Blanco, a won-
derful young woman from Tulancingo, about nine years 
ago,” she said. “Sarah, our middle daughter, traveled to 
Tulancingo that summer at age 16, which was the begin-
ning of many, many worldwide adventures for her and 
her sisters. They all caught the travel bug.” 
 Before her departure, Mayor Hosterman said, “ We 
treasure our sister city relationship with the people of 
Tulancingo and look forward to a wonderful cultural 
exchange to commemorate our 25-year relationship. 
Michael and I will take the spirit of Pleasanton to 
Tulancingo, and hope to strengthen the bridge of friend-
ship between and amongst members of our cities. I know 
firsthand, through our daughter Sarah, how important 
it is to allow our children to share cultural experiences 
across this globe. I hope others will take advantage, join 

Sister city group celebrates 25-year link with Tulancingo

Connecting across the border

★
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★ Mexico City
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the Pleasanton delegation, and get involved!”
 One easy way to get involved will be to join in 
the PTSCA’s Cinco de Mayo celebration. The family 
friendly event will take place from 1:30 to 4 p.m. Sunday 
at 4455 Black Ave. Admission is free and food will be 
on sale. There will be games with prizes, candy-stuffed 
piÒatas and an eight-piece mariachi band. If you cannot 
attend that event, look for the sister city booth at the First 
Wednesday street parties on Main Street in the months 
of June through September.
 Every trip to Tulancingo involves tours, receptions 
and visits to local sights, but for the 25th anniversary 
visit, one of the highlights was personal delivery of 280 
wheelchairs to those in need. The wheelchairs were 
donated by PTSCA in conjunction with both Pleasanton 
Rotary clubs and with the Behring Foundation. The visi-
tors from Pleasanton got to see firsthand how the gift of 
a wheelchair can transform the lives of those immobi-
lized by illness or injury.
 “We would also like to thank the Pleasanton Lions 
Club for their donation of hundreds of used eyeglasses 
that we delivered to the Tulancingo Lions club for future 
distribution to the needy community,” said PTSCA 
President Victoria. (Eyeglasses can be donated via a 
white-painted mailbox in the Pleasanton City Library.)
 The exchange of gifts has been a part of the PTSCA for 
all of its 25 years. In fact, there now are so many items 
that a special exhibit room was created in 1993 at our City 
Hall, under the direction of PTSCA Historian Corinne 
Mavridis. The collection includes tapestries, paintings, 
handmade clothing, and a 15-foot fiberglass statue. Those 
who attend city council meetings may have noticed a 
striking 23-foot mural painted on the back wall of the 
council chambers, the work of a Tulancingo artist.

 If you look very closely, you can see a sign reading 
“Puente Tulancingo” on a bridge west of the fairgrounds 
on Valley Avenue, dedicated by (then) Mayor Ken Mercer 
in 1985 to honor the new sister city alliance. Tulancingo 
Boulevard was dedicated in 2004 to mark the 20th anni-
versary of PTSCA, but that street has yet to be built, on 

the Bernal property south of the fairgrounds. Another sign, 
beneath the landmark Pleasanton arch, announces that 
Tulancingo is 2,300 miles to the south of Main Street.
 In addition to providing friendship and artwork, 
PTSCA has found ways to be of help to their sister city, 
donating bulletproof vests from the police department 
in 1987 and a fire engine from the fire department in 
1988. These items were obsolete here, but still of use 

in Tulancingo. Besides the gift of wheelchairs this year, 
PTSCA delegations have annually visited and contrib-
uted to an orphanage for girls, a neurological center for 
children, and a school (which recently named its library 
in honor of Bob Athenour).
 The most dramatic help came after a flood in 1999 
inundated Tulancingo and surrounding lands. Pleasanton 
residents, service clubs, churches and schools joined 
PTSCA to raise over $90,000 to quickly provide essentials 
such as blankets, clothing, stoves, cooking utensils, and 
drinking water. Just as family members help each other in 
times of need, sister cities reach out with helping hands.
 “I’d like to extend to the community an invitation 
to participate in the Pleasanton-Tulancingo Sister City 
Association,” Athenour said. “PTSCA is a community 
program, and we do want more and more people to par-
ticipate in any of the local events.” 
 Check PTSCA.com for details about upcoming events, 
like when the community will welcome the 25th delega-

Take part in the celebration
WHEN: Sunday from 1:30-4 p.m.

WHERE: Amador Recreation Center, 4455 Black Ave.

WHAT: Family fun, including music, games, prizes, plus 
the chance to meet PTSCA members and learn about 
our Sister City in Mexico. Admission is free and tacos 
and sodas will be on sale.

The Cinco de Mayo fun continues at the First 
Wednesday street party series begins. Main Street 
will be bustling with booths and the popular band La 
Ventana will be performing. To learn more about this 
event, visit PleasantonDowntown.net.

The delegation was treated to a Charra performance at Rancho, which dates back to 
the 1700s. 

While most trips include gift exchanges, this year the PTSCA along with the 
Pleasanton Rotary clubs and the Behring Foundation gave 280 wheelchairs.

Tulancingo held a parade commemorating the 25th anniversary of friendship between 
the two cities. 

The sister city celebration included a carnival party where Anne Richert joined Fanya 
Badillo, an exchange student coming in June, and her sister. 



TransitionsTransitions
Marie Margaret Dignan
 Marie Margaret Dignan died 
April 24 at the age of 94.
 Mrs. Dignan, a resident of 
Pleasanton, was the daughter of 
the late Maximillan and Katherine 
Roschitsch.

 She was born Feb. 19, 1914 in 
Oakland and raised in Alameda, 
attending Notre Dame grammar 
school and Alameda High School 
Class of 1932. She then attended 
Merritt Business School. Married 
in 1938, she lived in Oakland for 
a short time before traveling while 
her husband Jim was in the Army.
 In 1947, she moved to Pleasanton 
to live on the grounds of the Santa 
Rita Rehabilitation Center, where 
her husband was a deputy sheriff and 

eventually division chief. She adapt-
ed to rural life and became an adept 
gardener and caretaker of ducks, 
chickens and rabbits. She loved to 
entertain family and friends.
 In later years, she was known for 
the beautiful roses in front of her 
Pleasanton home.
 She was a longtime member 
of the Native Daughters of the 
Golden West, initially belonging to 
Piedmont Parlor. She loved to trav-
el, especially trips to Lake Tahoe. 

Enjoying a long and active life, she 
bowled into her mid-80s, and took 
long walks until she was 90. In the 
last few years, she was lovingly 
cared for by her “angels,” caregiv-
ers Laura, Maura, Sony and Mila. 
 She is survived by her beloved hus-
band, James G. Dignan; son, James 
“Jerry” Dignan (Phyllis); daughters, 
Madeline Deaton (Myrkle), Theresa 
Thut (Mike) and Jeanette Murff 
(Rick) She is also survived by her 
brother, Fred Roschitsch (Margaret), 
grandchildren, Larry (Monica), 
Christopher and Kevin Christman, 
Michael, Timothy (Karen), Brian 
(Sherry) and Melissa Fassler, Sean 
(Jen) and Kelly Eagan, Melinda 
(Robert) Nanini, Julie Hoyt, Kyle 
and Cody Keels; many great-grand-
children, nieces, nephews and cous-
ins. She was preceded in death by her 
daughter, Patricia Christman; brother, 
Joseph Roschitsch; sisters, Katherine 
Davis, Elizabeth Chambers, Sophie 
Languemi and Maxine Lubeck. 
 In lieu of flowers, the family 
requests donations be made to a 
favorite charity. Services are today 
at 10 a.m. at St. Elizabeth Seton 
Catholic Church.

Raffaela “Falina” Verrilli

 Raffaela “Falina” Verrilli died 
April 27 at the age of 78.
 Born April 15, 1930 in Italy, 
Mrs. Verrilli was very proud of her 
Italian heritage. 
 A longtime Pleasanton resident, 
she worked most of her life in 
food services, having worked in her 
family-owned restaurants in San 
Leandro and in what is now Gay 
90’s in Pleasanton. Until her retire-
ment, she worked many years in the 
food department at the Veteran’s 
Hospital in Livermore.
 She is survived by cousins 
and many close friends from the 
Pleasanton Gardens. She was preced-
ed in death by her parents, Rocco and 
Yolanda; and her sister, Carmelita.
 A Mass of Christian Burial was 
held May 1 at St. Joan of Arc 
Church in San Ramon. Burial will 
follow at St. Augustine’s Cemetery 
in Pleasanton.
 In lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions may be made to her 
favorite charity, The Society of the 
Little Flower, 1313 Frontage Road, 
Darien, IL 60561, or to a charity of 
choice.

Obituaries

Amy Bachtel  
& Dominick Mullen
 Amy Nicole Bachtel and 
Dominick Adam Mullen have 
announced their engagement to be 
married.
 Amy is the daughter of 
Dennis and Lou Ellen Bachtel of 
Pleasanton. She graduated from 
Foothill High School in 2000 
and received a Bachelor of Arts 
degree from Cal State East Bay in 
2006 and her teaching credential 
in 2007. She is employed as a 
second-grade teacher.
 Dominick is the son of Larry 
and Joan Mullen of Pleasanton. 
He graduated from Foothill High 

School in 2001, received an 
Associates of Art degree from 
Las Positas College in 2004 and is 
employed as an assistant golf pro-
fessional at Round Hill Country 
Club. 
 The couple plan to wed the sum-
mer of 2009 at Round Hill Country 
Club and will reside in the Tri-
Valley area.

Engagements

Quinten Cañalita Decker
Quinten Cañalita Decker was born 
Feb. 25 to parents Reggie and Cynthia 
Decker of Roseville, Calif. Little Quinten 
was 20 inches long and weighed 8 
pounds, 9 ounces. He is the grandson 
of proud grandparents Rick and Susie 
Decker of Pleasanton.

Births

San Ramon Regional Medical Center, 

your neighborhood hospital, is offering 

a Heart-to-Heart talk with Cardiologist, 

John Vu, M.D. He will discuss heart 

health, risks and symptoms of heart 

disease, and advanced diagnostic and 

treatment options. He will answer your 

questions about cholesterol, heart 

healthy diet and exercise, and when 

you should see a doctor about your 

heart. You’ll learn all this and more at 

our free heart education seminar right  

in your neighborhood.

Speaker: 

John Vu, M.D.
Cardiologist

A Free Heart Education Seminar
Tuesday, May 13, 2008
7:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

Seminar Location:

Dougherty Station Community Center 

Front Row Theater 

17011 Bollinger Canyon Road 

San Ramon, CA

Reservations required. Call 

800.284.2878 or reserve  

on-line at www.sanramonmedctr.com.

How 
About A

Heart-to-Heart 
Talk?

A Free Heart  
Education Seminar

CLOCK REPAIR
Free Estimates
Free Pick-up & Delivery in Tri-Valley

Timely Service

Byfield’s Clock Shop Call (925) 736-9165
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American
Vic’s All Star Kitchen 
201 Main St., Pleasanton, (925) 
484-0789. Vic’s delivers a starry mix 
of American food, fast service and 
a cheery atmosphere. Owner Vic 
Malatesta teamed his love of sports 
with his passion for good food to cre-
ate a solid dining experience. Vic’s is 
open daily 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. Evening 
banquets and daytime catering are 
available.
Bridges 
44 Church St., Danville, 820-7200. 
Executive Chef Kevin Gin interprets 
California-American cuisine with 
European and Asian influences with 
expansive lunch and dinner menus. 
Add dessert, wine and cocktails and 
you have Bridges’ casual fine dining 
experience. Visit www.bridgesdan-
ville.com for event and private party 
details. 
Pleasanton Hotel Restaurant 
855 Main St., Pleasanton, 846-8106. 
Executive Chef Chris Smith offers 
exciting contemporary American cook-
ing at lunch and dinner, featuring a 
wide selection of fresh fish entrees. 
Also offering our famous Sunday 
Champagne Buffet Brunch full bar and 
patio service. Visit us at www.pleas-
antonhotel.com for menus and private 
party and catering details.
Zorn’s Restaurant 
3015 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
462-0994. Located in the Hopyard 
Village Shopping Center, Zorn’s serves 
breakfast all day. Open seven days a 
week from 6:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. with 
breakfast and lunch specials. Dine in 
or take out. Catering also available.

Asian-Pacific
Mahalo Grille 
425 Main St., Pleasanton, 462-2800. 
Treat yourself to a taste sensation at 
Mahalo Grille featuring a variety of 
Pacific seafood, Hawaiian fresh fish 
and shell fish, and “Mahalo” signa-
ture selections. Also try our various 
vegetarian-friendly offerings, California 
wines and island cocktails. Visit www.
mahalogrille.com.

Barbecue
Red Smoke Grill 
4501 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
734-0307. Home of the Tri Tip and 
Blue, Red Smoke Grill was voted best 
take out food by Pleasanton Weekly 
readers in 2006. Dine in or take out 
rotisserie chicken, ribs, prawns, salads 
and tri tip, or pulled pork sandwiches. 
Relax with a beer or a bottle of wine. 
Visit www.redsmokegrill.com. 

Brewpub/
Alehouse
Main Street Brewery 
830 Main St., Pleasanton, 462-8218. 
Pleasanton’s only BrewPub, some ales 
(Attaboy IPA) are brewed with locally 
grown hops. We also have a rotating 
selection of guest brews and seasonal 
ales. To-go orders welcome and we’re 
available for parties up to 100. Live 
music every Friday and Saturday, visit 
www.mainstreetbrewery.com for activi-
ties and specials. 
The Hop Yard American Alehouse 
and Grill  
3015H Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
426-9600. Voted Best Watering Hole 
in Pleasanton, The Hop Yard offers 
30 craft beers on tap as well as great 
food. The full-service menu includes 
appetizers, salads and grilled fare that 
will bring you back time and again. 
Banquet facilities available. On the 
web at www.hopyard.com.
 
470 Market Place, San Ramon, 277-
9600. Featuring a giant 8-foot projec-
tion screen for major sporting events, 
they also feature 30 beers on tap 
and a great grill. Go in for the beer, 
go back for the food. More at www.
hopyard.com.

California Cuisine
Stacey’s Cafe 
310 Main St., Pleasanton, 461-3113. 
Located on Main Street in downtown 
Pleasanton, Stacey’s is open for lunch 
and dinner seven days a week, serv-
ing fresh California cuisine. Come as 

you are and enjoy our dining room, 
banquet room, outdoor patios and full 
bar. Visit www.staceyscafe.com.

Catering
Fontina’s Catering 
349 Main St., Downtown Pleasanton, 
462-9299. Fontina Ristorante’s award-
winning menu can now be delivered 
to your home or office. Our lunch and 
dinner specialties feature homemade 
soups and pastas, premium seafood 
and meats, and a vegetarian menu. 
For parties of 10 or more, we’ll include 
free dessert or 10 percent off your 
total bill (excluding tax).
Girasole Grill/Pampered Palate 
Catering 
831-4888. Offering affordable and 
elegant catering, Girasole Grill/
Pampered Palate provides quality food 
and generous portions at a fair price. 
Services include: decorated buffets 
with hors d’oeuvres and carving sta-
tions; sit down meal service; †strictly 
hors d’oeuvres, both buffet and server 
passed; and a variety of beverage 
packages with no corkage fees. Visit 
www.ppceastbay.com.

Chinese
Chinese Szechuan 
3059 Hopyard Road #G, Pleasanton, 
846-5251. Chinese Szechuan is 
Pleasanton’s best-loved Chinese res-
taurant. Family owned and run since 
1987, it has friendly service, delicious 

food and great prices, including lunch 
specials and carry-out. A banquet 
room is available. 
Panda Mandarin Cuisine 
30 W. Angela St., Pleasanton, 484-
4880. Panda offers several delicious 
specials using fresh ingredients and 
spices that make traditional northern 
Chinese cuisine such a delight. Open 
for lunch Monday through Friday, din-
ner Monday through Saturday, closed 
Sunday. A private banquet room is avail-
able. Visit www.pandapleasanton.com.

Continental
Barone’s 
475 St. John St., Pleasanton, 426-
0987. Pleasanton’s most romantic 
continental cuisine restaurant features 
innovative pasta, seafood and meat 
entrees, outdoor dining, and a full 
bar. Barone’s is open for dinner seven 
nights and lunch Monday through 
Friday, with live music on Friday and 
Saturday evenings. Ask about our 
banquet facilities and special events.

Fusion
Oasis Grille 
780 Main St., Pleasanton, 417-8438. 
Visit downtown Pleasanton’s exotic 
dining destination. Oasis features 
kabobs, rice and vegetarian dishes, to 
name a few. Check out our updated 
wine and exotic cocktail menus. We 
also cater! Visit www.OasisGrille.com.

Italian
Fontina Ristorante 
349 Main St., Pleasanton, 462-9299. 
This popular downtown restaurant 
gets rave reviews from both locals 
and visitors. Fontina offers a changing, 
seasonal menu and daily specials--
including homemade soups, pastas, 
seafood, chicken and veal--served in a 
comfortably elegant atmosphere. We 

DiningOutDiningOut

Now taking reservations 
for 

Mother's Day 
Brunch and Dinner.

925.314.0974
2416 San Ramon Valley Blvd.

San Ramon

Moving to the 
Rose Garden in 
Danville in the 

Summer of 2008
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3037-G Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton (At Valley Ave in Hopyard Village)

925-485-4500
www.LaViteRestaurant.com

Open for Lunch and Dinner
With combination of an elegant Banquet room and charming wine bar ideal for rehearsal 

dinners, bridal showers, company parties or any special occasion you are celebrating.

Mother’s Day
Lunch Buffet

Please call for 
reservations.

11:00 am-
2:30 pm$1495
 15%

15% Lunch
Discount

5/31/08
One Coupon per table 

limited to parties of less 
than 10.

www.hopyard.com

Pleasanton
(925) 426-9600
3015-H Hopyard Road

“Best American Food 
Restaurant”

“Best Place for After 
Work Drink”

“Best French Fries”

Come for the Beer!
Come Back for the Food!

30 BEERS ON TAP
Our Patio is Open!

House of Omelettes

620 MAIN STREET, PLEASANTON, CA 
846-4222

Deans

6am-2:30pm 

Cafe

(continued on page 22)

fiery • hot • exotic

925. 417. 8438
780 Main Street, Downtown Pleasanton

www.oasisgrille.com

Shish Kabobs . Exotic Champagne Cocktails . Patio Dining



have indoor and outdoor seating. Join 
us for Saturday and Sunday cham-
pagne brunch.
La Vite Ristorante 
3037-G Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
485-4500. La Vite Ristorante was 
rated “A” by the Contra Costa Times 
restaurant critic and voted the best 
Italian restaurant by the readers of the 
Tri-Valley Herald. We’re located off the 
beaten path of downtown Pleasanton 
in the Hopyard Village Shopping 
Center.
Girasole Grill 
3180 Santa Rita Road at West Las 
Positas Boulevard, Pleasanton, 
484-1001. Girasole, a locally owned 
family business, is an award winning 
California style Italian restaurant. It 
was voted Best Italian Restaurant by 
Pleasanton Weekly readers for 2007. 
We feature signature cuisine such as 
Scoozzi, Absolut! prawns, chicken 
gorgi, ppinach for Veronica, Tuscan 
pork and signature fresh seafood...just 
to name a few. We are upscale, but 
California casual with friendly prices.
Silver Palate Restaurant & Market 
680 Main St Downtown Pleasanton, 
417-5900 The ambiance of this res-
taurant evokes the light-filled expanse 
of a European marketplace, while 
the outdoor patio captures the best 
in al fresco dining. Choose from a 
wide selection of flavorful entrees and 
side accompaniments ... Just $14.95 
or less everyday! We also feature a 
special dinner menu. Kids eat FREE 
with each paying adult. Now open for 
breakfast! Country Brunch Buffet every 
Sunday. Open seven days a week.

Japanese
Sato Japanese Cuisine 
3105-K Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
462-3131. Makoto Sato, Owner 
Operator has been serving traditional 
japanese cuisine for over 25 years in 
Pleasanton. Enjoy the variety of our 

sushi bar and Japanese tempura and 
teriyaki sushi. We are open for lunch 
and dinner. We also do catering. Open 
Tuesday through Sunday and closed 
Monday. 

Mexican
Blue Agave Club 
625 Main St., Pleasanton, 417-1224. 
Come downtown for fine dining†and 
casual lunches in our outdoor patio. 
Our menu includes a variety of selec-
tions from classic tortilla soup and 
mole poblano to grilled salmon (a 
house specialty) and filet mignon with 
a spicy Chipotle Chile sauce. We also 
specialize in premium “sipping” tequi-
las and carry over 200 different variet-
ies. Visit www.blueagaveclub.com.

Pizza
Gay Nineties Pizza Co. 
288 Main St., Pleasanton, 846-2520. 
Gay Nineties is family-oriented with 
an extensive menu, including our 
renowned pizza, Italian dishes, salads 
and sandwiches. We also have wine, 
beer, patio dining and games for kids. 
Come for groups, take out and call-
ahead lunch orders. We’re open seven 
days a week from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m.

Steakhouse
Bighorn Grill 
2410 San Ramon Valley Blvd., San 
Ramon, 838-5678. Relax in our 
luxurious “mountain lodge” with a 
quintessential martini.†Experience the 
aroma and flavors of our wood-fired 
grill.†Enjoy a savory steak, tradi-
tional prime rib, smoked ribs, fresh 
seafood, and a variety of signature 
dishes.†Fabulous wine list and two 
private banquet rooms. Visit www.
bighorngrill.com. 

Dining Out
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Make your Mom the talk of the town! This Mother’s 

Day give her a gift that’s worth its weight in gold. 

Purchase an inscribed brick that will be permanently 

installed at the Firehouse Arts Center in downtown 

Pleasanton. This unique gift will serve as a lasting 

reminder of your mother and your family’s 

commitment to the arts and 

our community. 

 (925) 846-1007 
www.pleasantonartsfoundation.org
400 Main Street, Suite 214B, Pleasanton

Bricks $150

Make your Mom the talk of the town! This Mother’s 

Day give her a gift that’s worth its weight in gold.

Purchase an inscribed brick that will be permanently 

installed at the Firehouse Arts Center in downtown 

Pleasanton. This unique gift will serve as a lasting 

reminder of your mother and your family’s

commitment to the arts and 

our community.

(925) 846-1007
www.pleasantonartsfoundation.org
400 Main Street, Suite 214B, Pleasanton

Bricks $150$$

Here’s why:
< We have tremendous financial strength as one of the largest companies in the world,   

backed by over $1.5 trillion in total assets.
< Our dedication to responsible lending has never been greater and is focused on a balance  

of a diverse set of loans, showing our commitment to the first time home buyer as well as repeat  
 buyers. This dedication is demonstrated with the recent launch of two new innovative and  
 affordable mortgage programs, No Fee Mortgage PLUS and Neighborhood Champions® Protected   
 Mortgage™.
< We service our own loans to ensure you have a positive experience for the life of your mortgage.
< We have the highest servicing rankings and the lowest foreclosure rates in the industry,  

earning us Freddie Mac’s Tier One Hall of Fame status.

To learn more about how Bank of America can provide the best  
solutions for your mortgage needs, contact:

Jill Mosser
Mortgage Loan Officer

jill.d.mosser@bankofamerica.com
www.mortgage.bankofamerica.com/jillmosser

Put your trust in the nation’s largest provider of home mortgages.  
Bank of America is committed to helping you get the right mortgage 
to fit your needs by providing competitive products and personalized 
service. Plus, you’ll never have to worry about us as your lender.

1989-C Santa Rita Road  (925) 462-0402
www.travel-desk.com  CST#101368810

D e s t i n a t i o n s
Unlimited

Established in 1985Specializing in 
Europe and the 
South Pacifi c

Italian Style Spaghetti & Ravioli

www.gayninetiespizza.com

Savory Delights of Northern China

PRIVATE BANQUET ROOM TAKE-OUT

30 West Angela St., Downtown Pleasanton 

LUNCH SPECIALS:
DINNER:

2004/2005 &
2006 WINNER

To have your 
restaurant  

listed in this dining  
directory, please call 

the Pleasanton Weekly 
Advertising Department  

at (925) 600-0840

•  3 New Specials 
Every Week

•  Seasonal Menu

925.462.9299

*One free child meal (under 12 yrs) 
with one paying adult

Kids eat free*
Monday & Tuesday



Bulletin
Board

115 Announcements
Pregnant? 

Considering Adoption? Talk with car-
ing agency specializing in matching 

Birthmothers with Families nationwide. 
LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7 

Abby’s One True Gift Adoptions  
866-413-6293 (AAN CAN) 

A Perfect Place to Share....

Scrapbook and Stamping Party

Stress/Pain Mgmt, BLR, MFT

130 Classes & 
Instruction

DANVILLE BOOT CAMP FOR 
WOMEN 

DANVILLE BOOT CAMP FOR WOMEN.  
Strength, Speed, Endurance, Weight 

Loss. Motivating,supportive! 
925-457-4587  

www.ContraCostaBootCamp.com

Danville Boot Camp for Women  
Discover YOUR Inner Athlete! Outdoor 
Exercise Class Women of all fitness lev-
els. 1hr/day, 3,4,5 day/wk. 457-4587 
ContraCostaBootCamp.com

Real Estate Seminar FREE  
Tired of looking? Want to retire? Contact: 
Kathryn (866) 893-1658 real_estate_
education@yahoo.com

133 Music Lessons
Piano Lessons

Piano Lessons  
Call Courtney (925)600-1573

135 Group Activities
Scrapbooking Group in Dublin 

For Sale
201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts
Donate Vehicle  
Receive $1000 Grocery Coupon. Noah’s 
Arc - Support No Kill Shelters, Research 
to Advance Veterinary Treatments. Free 
Towing, Tax Deductible, Non-Runners 
Accepted. 1-866-912-GIVE. (Cal-SCAN) 

Donate Your Car  
Children’s Cancer Fund! Help Save 
A Child’s Life Through Research and 
Support! Free Vacation Package. Fast, 
Easy & Tax Deductible. Call 1-800-252-
0615. (Cal-SCAN)

Chrysler 1997 Town & Country LXi 
Chrysler family van - 1997 Town & 

Country LXi, clean & well maintained, 
Pleasanton family owned. White exterior 

with tan interior, roof rack, 7 pas-
senger, leather seats (power in front), 
V6 3.8L, stereo/CD. Clean title, 90K, 

$4900. Jake 925-694-2355.

Fleetwood RV 1984 Jamboree - $5,995
Nissan 2007 Frontier Crew Cab - 
$19,500
Pace Arrow 1989 Motor Home - 
$13,000 OB

210 Garage/Estate 
Sales
, Grab Bag Lot - Estate Clean Out, 
Open Dates

Danville, 32 Bormio Ct., May 17 
& 18 10:00-4:00 
HUGE Garage Sale: 

Jukebox,decorator items, 
tools,sterio, large t.v.,mountain 

bike,lawn mower,lawn 
furniture,holiday decoration’s,lot’s of 

goodie’s,Call: (925) 820-5830 
( Cash Only ) 

Danville, 456 Ilo Lane, May 4th, 8-3 
HUGE GARAGE SALE SUN 5/4 

120 Families @ 1 location. 4H fund 
raiser. 456 Ilo Lane, off W. El Pintado, 
Danville. Sale starts at 8:00am. Please 
do not disturb the home owner before 

8:00a.m.
Pleasanton, 1128 Baur Court,  

May 3rd.* 8 to 4 
*******Garage Sale********* 

Like new furniture, Stereo, Bike, Ski 
Equipment, Toys, Books, Outdoor 

Furniture, Clothes 
Valley Ave to Busch, Ironwood 

Subdivision
Pleasanton, 5576 Sonoma Dr., May 3 
& 4, 9-4
Pleasanton, 5584 Corte Sierra, Saturday 
May 3, 9:00 am - 2:00 pm

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques
1940’s Oak Phone Booth - $950.00 (r
PEZ candy dispensers - $75.
Royal Doulton figurine - $125

240 Furnishings/
Household items
Beige leather loveseat and chair - $325
Ceramic Tile Wall & Floor Paint - $65.99
Countertop Repair Kits - $27.00
Fiberglass Bathtub Repair Kits - $30.50
Non Slip Permanent Bathtub Mats - 
$26.99
Pride Lift Chair XL - $800
Sewing Machine,Viking Designer 2 - 
$1,950
Solid Maple Bunk Beds - 350.00 OBO
Spa And Hot Tub Paint 13 Colors - 
$81.95
Two leather chairs - $150
Washer/Dryer Only 4 years Old! - $400

245 Miscellaneous
Sawmills 

From Only $2,990 - Convert your 
Logs To Valuable Lumber with your 

own Norwood portable band sawmill. 
Log skidders also available. www.

NorwoodSawMills.com/300N -FREE 
Information: 1-800-578-1363 - x300-N. 

(Cal-SCAN) 
>>TOOLS & SHOP TABLES<
Craftsman table saw - $75 obo
Free Guide From Home Staging Res 
- $o.oo
Happy Chocolates That Satisfy - $2.00
Jazzy Power Chair XL - $2,000
Marketing / Business Contracts - 
$24.95
Membership has its Privileges  
Enjoy benefits of travel that people just 
dream about. www.travel-richopp.com
Non-stick stove top grill - $25
REAL ESTATE STAGING TRAINING - 
$199.00
Recycled Maple Flooring from Gym  
Used Maple Gym Floor cut into 4â ™ X 
10â ™panels, boards are 1â ù thick. Be 
green and save money. $2.00/SF Call 

650-280-2809 
Swim Tube Trainer and more - $5

Teeth Whitening At Your Home! - 
$199.00
The training potty - $8

250 Musical 
Instruments
Yamaha electronic keyboard - $150

Kid’s
Stuff

345 Tutoring/
Lessons
Experienced & popular Math Tutor  
Excellent Math tutoring. Visit www.
navirtus.com for more details or call 
Navi (BE- Hons,MBA-Gold Medalist) at 
408.506.4611.
French and Spanish Tutor  
CA Credentialed HS and MS French and 
Spanish Tutor available after school and 
on weekends. 

High School Math Tutor 
High school math tutoring, also SAT 
I, ACT, and SAT Subject Matter Math 

II exam. One-on-one only. Former 
teacher, California credential. 

925-462-3807

Tutoring in Math & Chemistry  
Retired scientist now enjoying tutoring stu-
dents of all ages in math, algebra, trigo-
nometry, geometry, science & chemistry 
 CALL DOUG @ 925-858-5842

350 Preschools/
Schools/Camps

Riding Summer Camps 
* Do you want to learn to ride this 

summer? 
* Learn how to groom and care for a 

horse/pony. 
* Develop your basic "HORSEY" skills. 

* Make new friends. 
* A very SAFE, friendly & positive 

environment. 
Please contact Amanda or Pam @  

925-984-0458 or visit:  
www.kellymaddoxtraining.com  

LESSONS ARE AVAILABLE TOO!!!

Mind
& Body

420 Healing/
Bodywork

The Feldenkrais Method 
Are you looking for an effective type of 
natural pain relief. Do you suffer from 
occasional or chronic pain? Have you 
tried different treatments, and are you 

looking for greater success? I have 
been working with people in pain for 
18 years. I have a private practice in 
Walnut Creek. I have had a lot of suc-
cesses with a variety of conditions. 

Give me a call. Let’s talk. 
510-638-3346 http://www.

SensibleMovement.com

Jobs
500 Help Wanted

Party Pros and Front Desk 
Managers Needed  

for Children’s Party Arena 
BounceU is looking for enthusiastic 

people to work in Pleasanton’s 
new, indoor party arena for chil-

dren. Flexible part time positions. 
Candidates should have  

* high energy  
* enjoy physical activity and,  

* be available for weekend shifts.  
Party Pros: Hourly $8.00 plus tips 

Front Desk Managers: Hourly 
$10-$12 plus bonuses 

 
Apply on-line at www.bounceu.com 
or fax resume to 925-931-1088 

Great for college students and stay-
at-home moms!

senior JCAPS Developer  
DaVita has an opening in Pleasanton, 
CA for Senior JCAPS Developer to 
design an integrated automated busi-
ness process solution having a web-
based user interface. Req. Masters 
in IS Management or related field, 
Foreign degree equivalent accept-
able; Must send resumes W/cover let-
ter referencing # RR0227 & Job Title 
to Debbie Cookman, 15253 Bake 
Parkway, Irvine, CA 92618. EOE

550 Business 
Opportunities
$700-$800K Free Cash Grants  
Programs -2008!, Personal bills, School, 
Business/Housing. Approx. $49 bil-
lion unclaimed 2007! Almost Everyone 
Qualifies! Live Operators. 1-800-592-
0362 Ext. 235. (AAN CAN) 
Mystery Shopper  
MYSTERY SHOPPERS - Get paid to shop! 
Retail/Dining establishments need under-
cover clients to judge quality/customer 
service. Earn up to $70 a day. Call 800-
901-9370 (AAN CAN) 

560 Employment 
Information

Data Entry Processors 
Needed! Earn $3,500-$5,000 Weekly 

Working from Home! Guaranteed  
Paychecks! No Experience Necessary! 

Positions Available Today! Register 
Online Now!  

http://www.BigPayWork.com (AAN CAN) 
Driver - CDL Training 

$0 down, financing by Central 
Refrigerated. Drive for Central, earn up 

to $40k+ 1st year! 1-800-587-0029 
x4779. www.CentralDrivingJobs.net 

(Cal-SCAN)
Drivers 

McKelvey Trucking- We Pay More. You 
WILL earn .38 to .41 cents per mile. 
5+ years experience required. Call 

1-800-410-6255 for details. (Cal-SCAN)
Drivers - Act Now!  
Sign-On Bonus. 35-42 cpm. Earn over 
$1000 weekly. Excellent Benefits. Need 
CDL-A and 3 months recent OTR. 1-800-
635-8669. (Cal-SCAN)

Earn Extra Income 
assembling CD cases from Home.  

Start Immediately. No  
Experience Necessary. 1-800-405-7619 

ext. 150 http://www.easywork-great-
pay.com (AAN CAN) 

Experience the World!  
without leaving your home! Become a 
host family with American Intercultural 
Student Exchange. Call 1-800-SIBLING 
(1-800-742-5464) or visit our website at 
www.aise.com (Cal-SCAN)
Firefighter and EMT  
Paid on-the-job training for H.S. grads. 
Must be physically fit and under age 34. 
Good pay/benefits. Paid relocation. Call 
1-800-345-6289. (Cal-SCAN)

Get Crane Trained 
Crane/Heavy Equipment Training. 

National Certification Prep. Placement 
Assistance. Financial Assistance. 

Northern California College of 
Construction. www.Heavy4.com Use 

Code “NCPA1” 1-866-302-7462.  
(Cal-SCAN)

Home Refund Jobs! 
Earn $3,500-$5000 Weekly Processing 
Company Refunds Online! Guaranteed 
Paychecks! No Experience Needed! 
Positions Available Today! Register 

Online Now! http://www.RebateWork.
com (AAN CAN) 

Media Make-Up Artists 
Earn up to $500/day for television, CD/
videos, film, fashion. One week course 
in Los Angeles while building portfolio. 
Brochure 310-364-0665 http://www.

MediaMakeupArtists.com  
(AAN CAN) 

Outdoor Youth Counselor 
Come make a difference working in the 

great outdoors. Immediate  
openings at Eckerd outdoor therapeutic 

programs in NC, TN, GA, FL, VT, NH 
and RI. Year-round residential position, 
free room and board, competitive sal-

ary, benefits. Info and apply online: 
www.eckerdyouth.org. Or fax  

resume to Career Advisor/AN, 727-442-
5911. EOE/DFWP (AAN CAN) 

Post Office Now Hiring! 
Average pay $20/hr or $57K/yr 
includes Federal Benefits and OT.  

Placed by adSource, not affiliated w/ 
USPS who hires. 1-866-616-7019. 

(AAN CAN) 
Sponsored CDL Training 

No Experience Needed! Earn $40k-
$75k in your new career! Stevens 
Transport will sponsor the total 

cost of your CDL training! Excellent 
Benefits & 401K! No Money Down! No 
Credit Checks! EOE. Call Now! 1-800-
358-9512, 1-800-333-8595. www.

BecomeADriver.com (Cal-SCAN)
Executive Office Assistant â “ F/T 

Wanted: an experienced hands-on 
individual with at least 2 years office 
background. A reliable self-starter. An 
individual who can multi-task with ease 

and learns quickly. Must have some 
accounting and good computer skills. 

Knowledge of Outlook, Word and  
Excel a must.  

 
The position is an Internet - “ phone 

type of opportunity with little personal 
contact with the customers. We offer 
flexible hours, work from home and 
casual working environment, will be 

working with the owner of the business 
to support sales, marketing, accounting 

and administration. 
 

Email your letter, resume and salary to: 
cjduff@gmail.com 

Business
Services

601 Accounting/
Bookkeeping

NEED HELP WITH QUICKBOOKS? 
Over 18 years experience in all 

aspects of bookkeeping. 
No job too big or too small! 

Call Linda at 925-918-2233

604 Adult Care 
Offered
ELDERLY CAREGIVER  
Live In / Out. Light housekeeping, meal 
preparation, errands & personal care. 
Call Kristi (925) 216-8718
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TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS GO TO FOGSTER.COM

Marketplace fogster.com
THE TRI-VALLEY’S  

FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE
Combining the reach of the Web with 

print ads going to over 80,000 readers!

Pleasanton  Weekly

TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS GO TO FOGSTER.COM
PLACE 
AN AD
  ONLINE
fogster.com

  E-MAIL  
ads@fogster.com

 PHONE  
(925) 600-0840

Fogster.com is a unique 
Web site offering FREE 
postings from communities 
throughout the Bay Area 
and an opportunity for 
your ad to appear in the 
Pleasanton/Danville Weekly.
Now you can log on to 
fogster.com, day or night 
and get your ad started 
immediately online. Most 
listings are free print ad 
in our Peninsula news-
papers with the option 
of photos and additional 
lines. Exempt are Business 
Services and Employment 
ads, which include a web 
listing charge. Home ser-
vices and Mind & Body 
Services, require contact 
with a Customer Sales 
Representative.
So, the next time you 
have an item to sell, bar-
ter, give away or buy, get 
the perfect combination: 
print ads in your local 
newspapers, reaching 
more than 35,000 read-
ers, and unlimited free 
Web postings reaching 
hundreds of thousands 
additional people!

 INDEX
  BULLETIN BOARD 

100-155
  FOR SALE 
 
200-270

  KIDS STUFF 
 
330-355
JOBS 
510-585 
BUSINESS 
SERVICES 
600-690
HOME 
SERVICES 
700-799 
 FOR RENT/ 
FOR SALE  
REAL ESTATE  
801-860

The publisher waives any and all claims 
or consequential damages due to errors. 
Embarcadero Publishing Co. cannot assume 
responsibility for the claims or performance 
of its advertisers. Embarcadero Publishing 
Co. reserves the right to refuse, edit or 
reclassify any ad solely at its discretion 
without prior notice.



605 Antiques & Art 
Restoration

“A Labor of Love”

Antique Furniture
Restoration & 

Repair
925-462-0383
Impeccable Quality &

Integrity of Workmanship

615 Computers
Computer Help

Tri-Valley PC MEDIC
2007 Pleasanton Weekly
"Best Computer Repair"
2006 Diablo Magazine
"Best of the East Bay"

Ken Cook
"I Make House Calls!"

Tune-up/Repair/Upgrade/Training
More info/rates: www.trivalleypcmedic.com
M-F 8a-8p / Wknds & Hols 9a-6p

Lic #011068 ~ PCC, PDA & BBB

Call 485-9040 or 989-7722

624 Financial
Reverse Mortgage Consultation  
62 or older stay in your home or 
buy one. I guide you thru the reverse 
mortgage process. Call 925-215-0850 
CA Broker DRE License #01378482 

628 Graphics/

645 Office/Home 
Business Services

Advertise! 
Newspaper advertising works! Reach 

6 million Californians! 240 newspapers 
statewide. $550 for a 25-word clas-
sified ad. Call (916) 288-6019 eliza-
beth@cnpa.com www.Cal-SCAN.com 

(Cal-SCAN) 
Display Advertising 

Reach over 3 million Californians in 140 
community newspapers. Cost $1,800 
for a 3.75”x2” display ad (Super value 
that works out to about $12.86 per 

newspaper). Call (916) 288-6019 eliza-
beth@cnpa.com www.Cal-SCAN.com 

(Cal-SCAN)
News or Press Release  
Service? The California Press Release 
Service is the only service with 500 
current daily, weekly and college 
newspaper contacts in California. 
Questions call (916) 288-6010. www.
CaliforniaPressReleaseService.com (Cal-
SCAN)

Your Classified Ad 
printed in more than 100 alternative 

papers like this one for just $1,200.00! 
To run your ad in papers with a total cir-
culation exceeding 6 million copies per 
week, call the Association of Alternative 

Newsweeklies at 202-289-8484. No 
adult ads. (AAN CAN) 

650 Pet Care/
Grooming/Training

House Calls Pet Sit/Dog Walk 
All Creatures Great and Small 

We provide professional at home pet 
care for them all! (925)328-0500 

www.housecalls4pet.com 

The Doghouse  
Now accepting applications for Dog 
Daycare & Boarding. Convenient 
location for those heading to Reno, 
Tahoe, Yosemite and southern Cal. 
Mention this ad for $5 off your first 
day! 3221 Yosemite Ave. Lathrop. 
209-858-BARK

Home
Services

705 Concrete
DANVILLE CONCRETE 

Stamped Concrete, Patio, Sidewalk, 
Driveway, Pool Deck, Retaining Wall.  

Any concrete finishing 
(925) 736-8042

710 Carpentry
BAY AREA

Cabinets & Millwork

209-551-8306 or 408-691-0364 (c)

715 Cleaning 
Services

#1 For Homes, Apts & Offices 
SARA’S CLEANING SERVICE 

~ Professional & Affordable ~ 
Free Est/Supplies/Lic#071380 

$25 off 1st & 2nd cleaning 
Call (925) 339-2193

A+/ ISABEL’S HOUSECLEANING 
Local business since 1980 
Residential is our specialty 

925-846-9603
Affordable Housecleaning Service 

in Your Neighborhood 
Refs avail. 20 yrs. exp. Reliable.  

925-249-0399
ANA’S HOUSECLEANING 

Hardworking * Reliable  
Flexible * Experienced 
 ~ Reasonable Rates ~ 

510-351-3734 or 908-2379 (c)

ANDERSON CLEANING 
Reasonable Rates 
925-209-7962

ANDREA’S CLEANING 
Professional,Reliable,Affordable Ref’s 

Avail/13Yrs. Exp. 
925-339-2461

COMPLETE CLEANING SERVICES 
Professional cleaning to your request! 

Reliable, affordable, efficient,  
trustworthy. 

~ 18 Yrs Experience ~ 
Call Kristi (925) 216-8718
E.C. CLEANING SERVICE 
Res/Com - 10 Yrs Local Exp 

Move In/Out, Weekly, Bi-weekly  
Licensed - Insured - Bonded  

925-339-6411 or 640-3845
MARTHA’S CLEANING SERVICE 

~ All Types of Cleaning ~ 
Move In/Out Our Specialty! 

10 yrs Exp-Dependable, Quality Service 
925-997-4669

SQUEEGEE 
BROS.

925-846-8127

Window Cleaning

30% OFF 
REGULAR PRICE

(Reg price $7 per pane)

New and Existing Customers
*Must book before May 1*

719 Remodeling/
Additions

Additions/Remodeling
Plumbing/Electrical

30+ year Tri-Valley resident

(925) 989.3809

www.HeierConstruction.com

CA LIC#837402

Snow ConstructionSnow Construction

RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL
Additions & Remodels

925.271.2559 or 819.0361
License # 600359

726 Decor & Drapery
CHANGING SPACES 

by Jill Denton 
Interior Redesign, Staging, 

Design & Color Consultations. 
www.jilldenton.com 
(925) 998-7747 

QUICKCHANGE DECORATING 
Does your house need a makeover? 

We offer Interior Room Redesign with a 
Hands-On Approach, Design and Paint 

Color Consultations and Affordable 
Decorating Solutions. Gift Certificates 
Available! www.quickchangedecorating.
com Elena @ 408-6142 & Christine @ 

519-1196.

737 Fences & Gates

748 Gardening/
Landscaping

VALLEY GREEN LANDSCAPING 
Cement, Brickwork, Sod & 

Sprinkler Install, Fence/Deck Repair, 
Waterfalls, Fountains 

Driveways start at $8 sq ft 
925-285-3891 lic/bond 

www.valleygreenlandscaping.com

WISTERIA GARDEN DESIGN 
is a quality design Co. serving CCC 

for 16 yrs. We provide Custom 
Landscape Designs, Planting Plans 

& Hrly Consultations. CONTACT OUR 
OFFICE AT 925-935-3105 

751 General 
Contracting

MAH Development Inc  
Remodeling / Room Additions / 
Custom Homes / Design Services 
- Calif Licensed General Contractor 
(Lic # 913049) available for any and 
all jobs. 20 years experience. Free 
estimates! www.mahdevelopment.
com. Contact Mike 925-580-1673 or 
mike@mahdevelopment.com

757 Handyman/
Repairs

Calhoun Construction 
Need a window or a door installed, 
small electrical or plumbing job, call 

Calhoun Construction, No job too small, 
call today License General Contractor 

- #899014 
925-330-0965

COMPLETE HOME REPAIRS 
Complete Carpentry, Electrical Repairs, 
All Lighting Installations, Drywall Repair 

and Texturing, Attic Fans, Insulation, 
Decks & Fences  

Jon 510-733-5582

759 Hauling
HAULING & TREE SERVICE 

Yard & Garage Clean-Up, Dump Runs, 
Appl & Furn Removal, Tree & Shrub 

Trim and Removal 
Tree Experts! Low Rates/Free Est 

925-899-5655 

761 Masonry/Brick
SMALL JOB EXPERT

All Types of Masonry
Brick Block
Stone Concrete

Free Estimates Lic. B775495

Call John Pensanti 518-6769

Four Generations Handed Down

771 Painting/
Wallpaper

#1 JOE’S PAINTING & 
HANDYMAN 

Free Est / Reasonable Prices 
No Job Too Small! 

925-200-7333 lic# 624542

Always Quality Painting 
Quality painting at affordable prices. 

Call Jeremy for free a estimate  
925-785-6353 

DECORATIVE PAINT SOLUTIONS  
Visit www.tracyboyko.com  
Free Estimates (415) 516-1480

SCOTT’S PAINTING 
Residential - Interior/Exterior 

Competitive Rates 
Over 20yrs in Pleasanton 

Licensed ~ Bonded ~ Insured 
Call Scott 925-918-1874 

792 Pool Services
AAA Pool Service and Repair Inc  
Efficient, Reliable & Courteous 
925-352-9873

Real
Estate

801 Apartments/
Condos/Studios
Pleasanton, 1 BR/1 BA - $719.00
Pleasanton, 2 BR/2 BA - $1730/mo.

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms
Pleasanton, 1 BR/1 BA - 600
Pleasanton, 1 BR/1 BA - $600/Month
Pleasanton, 1 BR/1 BA - $600/month
Pleasanton, 1 BR/1 BA - $600/Month

825 Homes/Condos 
for Sale
Danville, 3 BR/2 BA - $775000
Danville, 4 BR/2.5 BA - $1069000
Dublin, 3 BR/2 BA - $589,999
Dublin, 3 BR/3.5 BA - $749000

Livermore, 3 BR/2 BA - $439,950

Pleasanton, 3 BR/2 BA - $699,000

830 Commercial/
Income Property
10 Apartments in San Carlos  
Call Adam Levin(650) 391-1782 

840 Vacation 
Rentals/Time Shares
Free Consultation  
on how to SELL/RENT your Timeshare! 
Are your maintenance fees to high? Call 
www.SellATimeShare.com today. Get 
cash for your unused timeshare. 1-877-
868-1931. (Cal-SCAN)

BEAUTIFUL Northstar Village  
FOR RENT: New condo centrally located 
in new Northstar Village, 2 bed, 2 bath, 
beautifully appointed, fully furnished, ski 
in/ski out thru gondola. For more info 
and pictures, please view our website 
at www.bighornnorthstar.com; sbj@sbj-
law.com

CABIN RENTAL  
Pinecrest cabin by lake. Lrg deck, 
short walk to stores and amphi-
theater. sleeps 11. $1000 per wk. 
Call 925-837-2870

Hawaii Waikiki Beach

Mauna Kea Condominium  
Beautiful, almost new 3 BR, 3 BA 
condominium overlooking the Hapuna 
Golf Course at the Mauna Kea Resort. 
Seasonal Rates. Golf priviledges. 925 
484 2045

Yes! BEACHFRONT condo on Maui  
Aloha! This beautiful 4 bedroom, 3 bath 
townhome is on Maui’s west side and is 
walking distance to Lahaina. Located in 
the private 30 acre gated community 
known as Puamana, this is one of only a 
few homes right on the beach!Enjoy the 
sunsets as you BBQ from the lanai.This 
spacious vacation rental includes a fully 
equipped kitchen and all the privledges 
of Puamana: exercise room, 3 swim-
ming pools, tennis courts and historic 
clubhouse great for private parties. This 
home sleeps 8 and offers private park-
ing.Golf is as close as a ten minute 
drive to some world class courses. 
Please visit www.puamana136-
1 for more info., rates, and pics. 
Or call 510-414-0870. Mahalo!

850 Acreage/Lots/
Storage
20 Acre Ranches  
$14,900, $200 down/$145 monthly 
(10%/225 months) near Booming El Paso, 
Texas. Money back guarantee. Roads, 
surveyed. Sunset Ranches: Free maps, 
pictures. 1-800-343-9444. (Cal-SCAN)  

Arizona Land Bargain  
36 Acres - $29,900. Beautiful mountain 
property in Arizona’s Wine Country. Price 
reduced in buyers market. Won’t last! 
Good access & views. Eureka Springs 
Ranch offered by AZLR. ADWR report 
& financing available. 1-877-301-5263. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Homes For $30,000 
Buy foreclosures! Must sell now! 1-4 

bedrooms. For listings, call  
1-800-903-7136. (AAN CAN) 

New Mexico Sacrifice!  
140 acres was $149,900, Now Only 
$69,900. Amazing 6000 ft. elevation. 
Incredible mountain views. Mature tree 
cover. Power & year round roads. 
Excellent financing. Priced for quick 
sale. Call NML&R, Inc. 1-888-204-9760. 
(Cal-SCAN)

New to Market!  
New Mexico Ranch Dispersal 140 acres 
- $89,900. River Access. Northern New 
Mexico. Cool 6,000’ elevation with stun-
ning views. Great tree cover including 
Ponderosa, rolling grassland and rock 
outcroppings. Abundant wildlife, great 
hunting. EZ terms. Call NML&R, Inc. 
1-866-360-5263. (Cal-SCAN) 

Rainbow Trout Stream  
10 Acres - $69,900. Gorgeous Nevada 
land abuts National Forest and BLM in 
the foothills of the White Mountains east 
of the California Sierras. Endless recre-
ational opportunities. Close up views of 
snow capped peaks. Cool, clear, year 
round Rainbow Trout creek. Call 1-877-
349-0822. (Cal-SCAN) 

River Access Retreat  
Washington. 6 AC - $49,900. 15 AC 
- Old farm buildings, $89,900. Incredible 
land & gorgeous setting. Limited avail-
able. EZ Terms. Call WALR 1-866-836-
9152. (Cal-SCAN)

So. Colorado Ranch  
Sale 35 Acres w/ Well just $356/month.* 
Spectacular Rocky Mountain views. Year-
round access, Nicely treed. Access to 
electric and telephone. Call Red Creek 
Land today. 1-866-OWN-LAND x 4120. 
www.SeeCedarWoodStation.com Offer 
void where prohibited. Terms and condi-
tions subject to change without notice. 
* Monthly payment of $356.22 based 
upon a purchase price of $69,900 with 
15% down and $59,415 financed via a 
30 year mortgage at a fixed interested 
rate of 6.00%. (Cal-SCAN)

Utah Ranch Disposal  
Experience the fun and relaxation of 
having your own 40 acres in the great 
outdoor recreational area of the Uintah 
Basin. Starting at only $29,900. Call 
UTLR 1-888-693-5263. (Cal-SCAN)

855 Real Estate 
Services
How to Get Free  
Government Money to buy FORECLOSED 
and BANK Owned homes $45,400-
$135,375 under market. Not list selling. 
Recorded message (888)548-1455 or 
www.myownhometoday.org. (Cal-SCAN)

Roommates.com  
All area. Browse hundreds of online 
listings with photos and maps. Find  
your roommate with a click of the mouse! 
Visit: www.Roommates.com. (AAN CAN)  
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No phone 
 number in the ad?  

GO TO 
fogster.com  

for contact
information

THE TRI-VALLEY’S FREE CLASSIFIED WEBSITE TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

Call Monika Harris 417-0424
Registered Veterinary Nurse

Furry Friends
Pet Sitting Services

Accommodating
Healthy and
Special Needs

Pets

Trained professional, daily visits, 
basic home care, reliable & caring. 

– Serving Pleasanton / Livermore Only –

Ready for Raider?
Meet Raider. This 5-month-old, male, white and black shorthair kitten is a jewel. 
He has a distinctive black chin and black toes. He is super friendly, relaxed 
and as malleable as Gumby. He loves to be petted and he’ll lie on his back and 
stretch his legs up over his head when you rub his belly. Raider loves people 
and he will make some lucky person an awesome pet. Raider enjoys being held 
and he likes to play with toys. Visit Raider, and his many friends, at the East 
County Animal Shelter, 4595 Gleason Drive in Dublin, open daily from 11:30 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Call 803-7040.

CATHERINE HANSEN RUSH

P E T  O F  T H E  W E E K


