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Sandy, Chris & Stephen
Team009.com

2217 2nd St • Livermore, CA 
Team009@ rsthorizon.com 

925.449.1275
All loans subject to approval. Certain restrictions apply. First Horizon Home Loans is a division of  First Tennessee Bank National Association. Member FDIC © 2007 First Horizon National Corporation.

  LivermoreWalnut Creek

Mark Vanderveen
500 Ygnacio Valley Rd, Ste 190

Walnut Creek, CA 94596
mvanderveen@ rsthorizon.com

925.944.3136

Is Construction 
In Your Future?

Local Knowledge • National Strength

Whether you are looking to remodel a room, add an additional floor 
or build from the ground up, we can help you finance your dreams. 

Let us show you how you can achieve this goal.
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Get a $25 rebate 
by mail-in offer.
Get a $25 rebate 
by mail-in offer.
On your next purchase of tires or service 
totaling $250 or more on your Goodyear Credit 
Card. Subject to credit approval. Offer valid 
12/23/07 - 01/25/08. One rebate per account. 
See Retailer for complete details.

$50OFF
$25OFF 

OR $50OFF
ONE AXLE FRONT & REAR AXLE

With Coupon. Expires 1/4/08

FRONT & REAR BRAKE SERVICESYNTHETIC BLEND OIL 
& FILTER & 4-TIRE ROTATION

$1595
SAVE $24

  Includes: -

 Must Present Coupon. Offer expires 1/4/08

RyNck  Tire & Auto Centers has been family owned and locally operated for over 25 years.  
We offer a 100% customer satisfaction guarantee.

NEW PLEASANTON LOCATION: 2 California Ave. 925-461-4290
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PLEASANTON - OPEN SUNDAY 
4216 Rosewood Dr. 925-734-3444

PLEASANTON 
3420 Stanley Blvd. 925-462-4900

DUBLIN  
6028 Dougherty Rd. 925-833-9700

LIVERMORE - OPEN SUNDAY 
1485 First St. 925-455-4330
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SERVICE YOU CAN TRUST

www.rynck.com
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ALL TIRES ON SALE THRU  

THE END OF THE YEAR

EXPRESS LUBE OIL & FILTER CHANGE

WHILE YOU WAIT...NO APPOINTMENT NECCESSARY! (PLEASANTON LOCATIONS ONLY) 
STANLEY BLVD. AND CALIFORNIA ST. LOCATIONS ONLY!

Must present coupon to get this offer. Expires 1/4/08

Plus a 17 point visual vehicle inspection.

$2995
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EINSTEIN — THE PRACTICAL BOHEMIAN

Einstein as the Cosmic Comedian

Ed Metzger’s tour-de-force portrayal shows the human side of 

this man who perceived everything differently than anyone 

before him.

KEYBOARD CONVERSATIONS® WITH JEFFREY SIEGEL 
The Power and Passion of Beethoven 

Distinguished concert pianist and conductor Jeffrey Siegel 

takes listeners on an intimate journey through classical music 

and its masters. 

MOBY DICK REHEARSED — THE ACTING COMPANY

“Theater becomes a house of magic”

Theater enthusiasts will love what Orson Welles created out of 

Moby Dick, presented by one of the most respected repertory 

companies in America.

M ost of us probably don’t 
have a brisk, 10,000-step 
walk in Sports Park as part 

of our plans for New Year’s Eve, 
but that’s exactly what Pleasanton 
businessman and long-time com-
munity volunteer Ron Sutton wants 
us to do. Sutton is the chief execu-
tive of ACCUSPLIT, Inc. a pedom-
eter and stopwatch manufacturer 
which has its global headquarters 
here. He’s a frequent traveler and 
it was on a recent trip to Taiwan 
where he spoke at that country’s 
First National Walking Day that he 
“got religion,” as he says, over the 
health benefits of walking.
 So Monday he wants all of us to 
join in, starting at noon, in what he 
is calling the first World Walk to 
Wellness Day. It’s a come-as-you-
are activity with only 2,000 steps, 
or a 20-minute walk planned. For 
a small donation of your choice 
to Sutton’s favorite nonprofit—the 
Pleasanton Partnerships in Education 
(PPIE) Foundation, he’ll give you 
one of his company’s Alliance 3010 
mechanical 10,000-step pedometer, 
capable of accurately measuring 
your steps totaling 2.15 miles.
 After his speech in Taipei, Sutton 
was a bit taken back by a col-
lege student’s comment that three 
of the speakers, including Sutton, 
didn’t look like they’re practicing 
what they preached. Eyeing his 
own girth and reading up on the 
rising concerns over obesity among 
Americans, Sutton came home and 
vowed to take action. First, he 
started his own “stepping out” pro-
gram, where he now hikes every 
morning from his Pleasanton Hills 
home down to Valley Boulevard 
and then over to the open space and 
marshlands on the Bernal property. 
On weekends he goes a bit farther, 
walking to the Callippe Preserve 
Golf Course and back.
 A successful marketer, who 
earned his MBA from Stanford 
University, Sutton borrowed a page 
from HP where he first worked 
to come up with promotions that 
could encourage others to join him 
I walking. His company is now 
seeing $30 million in annual sales 
not jut because it has quality prod-

ucts, but also because of effective 
public relations that have given it 
a worldwide recognition. Sutton 
also was successful back in the 
1990s in handling marketing for 
the school district’s $30-million 
general obligation bond measure, 
called Measure B. Few questioned 
the need for the bond issue, but it 
was Sutton who heavily and suc-
cessfully marketed and promoted 
the measure that got out the vote. 
 He hopes to do the same with 
his First World Walk to Wellness. 
Sutton still devotes considerable 
time to helping the school district 
on financial issues and said he sees 
too many hefty children who, along 
with their parents, could stand to 
lose some weight. His own goal is 
to lose 25 pounds and he’s on his 
way, promising the Taiwanese stu-
dent he’ll shed at least that when he 
returned for National Walking Day 
there next November.
 He also knows that New Year’s 
Eve can be a tough time to launch 
a public walk program, but he says 
it’s also a time when most people 
make resolutions. When it comes to 
diet and exercise, almost everyone 
promises to do better the next year, 
certainly not worse. But a check of 
local health clubs shows that while 
business picks up after New Year’s 
Day, the new and energetic mem-
bers stop dropping out within a few 
months, if not weeks. Equipped 
with your own personal pedometer, 
Sutton believes many will take up 
walking for fun. His company even 
offers a “buddy” system approach 
so that you can walk alone, if you 
want, but then confide in your 
buddy on the ACCUSPLIT Web 
site just how you’re doing. Most do 
quite well.
 I’ll be at a family reunion in New 
York City on New Year’s Eve so I 
can’t join the hundreds of you that I 
hope will walk with Sutton. I already 
have my pedometer from a busi-
ness event where Sutton was pass-
ing them out, so I’ll take mine for 
a 2,000-step walk in Central Park. 
Then we can all track our walking 
progress on Sutton’s buddy list to 
see if we can lose a few pounds, too. 
Have a Happy New Year. ■

   AroundPleasanton
by Jeb Bing

Ring out the old with a 
brisk walk in Sports Park

About the Cover
The end of 2007 ushers in the start of 2008, which promises to be an 
action-packed year with the election season in full force. But, what hap-
pened this past year in Pleasanton? From our A to Z guide, you’ll see that 
a lot, indeed, happened. Design by Manuel Valenzuela.

Vol. VIII, Number 48

The Pleasanton Weekly is published weekly by Embarcadero Publishing Co., 5506 
Sunol Blvd., Suite 100, Pleasanton, CA 94566; (925) 600-0840. USPS 020407. 
The Pleasanton Weekly is mailed free upon request to homes and apartments in 
Pleasanton. Voluntary subscriptions at $30 per year ($50 for two years) are welcome 
from Pleasanton residents. Subscription rate for businesses and for residents of other 
communities is $40 per year. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Pleasanton 
Weekly, 5506 Sunol Blvd., Suite 100, Pleasanton, CA 94566. © 2007 by Embarcadero 
Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reproduction without permission is strictly prohibited.
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Quality Windows & Doors, Inc.

3732 Stanley Blvd., Pleasanton 925-484-1747 
www.qwdwindowsanddoors.com Lic. #865261

Your Window & Door Specialty Store

FREE

Offer Expires 12-31-07
Some restrictions apply

Shop Domus of Pleasanton

Your Home Kitchen 
652 Main St., Downtown Pleasanton  

925 485 3077  
HOURS: Mon-Th 10AM-6 PM,  

Fri-Sat 10AM-9 PM, Sun 11AM-6 PM

January 2008
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50% OFF

(ENDS 1/31/08)

Q: What are you looking for 
most in 2008?

Asked Downtown

Mike Rose
Garbage Man

I hope something is done about 
ending the war and bringing the 
troops home in ’08. I hope my 
health holds up and next year is a 
better year for everyone.

Zora Dolezal
Retired

I am looking for better actions 
between people. I’ve always wanted 
people to get along well and be 
happy. I know this gets more dif-
ficult as the world becomes more 
complicated but we can all help 
accomplish this by being kinder to 
each other.

Linda Reed
Sales

Firstly, to bring the troops home 
and to end the war. Additionally, to 
find more “green” solutions for our 
environment. I’d also like to finish 
up remodeling our house.

Bruce Coffman
Electrical Engineer

Family health is probably the most 
important. I try to focus on the big-
ger picture not the day to day dif-
ficulties. We try to teach our kids to 
not focus on all of the little insignif-
icant things. It’s the big picture that 
really matters, health and family.

Elena Voronina
Purchasing Manager

Of course I’d love the world to have 
peace. For myself, I’d like a pro-
motion at work, a new house and 
the car I am dreaming of. More so, 
prosperity and peace for everyone.

StreetwiseStreetwise

Have a Streetwise question? E-mail: editor@PleasantonWeekly.com
Compiled by Cybele Ryan
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NewsfrontNewsfront
Volunteers needed 
at Amador Theater
 The City of Pleasanton needs 
volunteer ushers for the Amador 
Theater. It is scheduled to reopen 
in the next few weeks after reno-
vations were made to the lighting 
system and lobby. Those interest-
ed in volunteering should contact 
Amador Theater House Manager 
Larry Valenzin at 931-3472 or 
lvalenzin@ci.pleasanton.ca.us. 

Soli Deo Gloria holds 
auditions
 The spring concert season is 
fast approaching and Soli Deo 
Gloria is holding auditions. The 
program will be accompanied 
by a professional orchestra 
and includes the U.S. Premier 
of Canadian composer Allan 
Bevan’s “Nou Goth Sonne Under 
Wode.” Rehearsals are Monday 
nights in Alameda beginning 
Jan. 7. Experienced singers are 
encouraged to join this 40-voice 
chorus. Call 650-424-1242 for 
audition information.

Non-fiction book club 
starts up 
 Kathryn Tournat will lead a 
new non-fiction book club at 
7:30 p.m. Jan. 2 at Towne Center 
Books, 555 Main St. “Carved in 
Sand: When Attention Fails and 
Memory Fades in Midlife” by 
Cathryn Jakobson Ramin will be 
discussed. Refreshments will be 
served. Call 846-8826.

School board 
changes meeting date
 The Pleasanton Unified School 
District school board will meet 
at 5 p.m. Monday, Jan. 7 at 
the district office board room, 
4665 Bernal Ave. The board usu-
ally meets the second and fourth 
Tuesdays during the school year 
months. 

Garbage service 
delayed one day
 Since New Year’s Day falls on 
a Tuesday, the Tuesday through 
Friday garbage pick-ups will be 
delayed by one day for the week 
of Jan. 1. The transfer station, 
recycling center and office will 
be closed Jan. 1. Visit www.
pleasantongarbageservice.com 
or call 846-2042 for more infor-
mation. 

Corrections
The Weekly desires to correct 
all significant errors. To request 
a correction, call the editor 
at (925) 600-0840 or e-mail: 
editor@PleasantonWeekly.com

News Digest

A doggone good time
Mountain Mushers Henry (pictured) and Lela Schultz recently showed off their 

sled dogs to a big group of excited children at the Pleasanton Library. For the story, 
see page 7.

by Janet Pelletier

F or $5-10, residents can discard their 
Christmas trees, support Boy Scouts and 
help the earth all at the same time.

 The 16th annual Boy Scout Christmas tree 
pickup will be held Jan. 5. Boy Scout troops 
941 and 943 will spend all day that Saturday and 
most likely the following day making rounds 
across Pleasanton to pick up trees for recycling.
 “It’s so large. Last year, we picked up 4,000 or 
5,000 trees,” said Troop 943 Scoutmaster Dave 
Meyer. “A lot of people are buying the artificial 
trees, but with (everyone being environmen-
tally conscious), even more and more people are 

looking to get rid of their trees.”
 Roughly 75 Scouts, plus troop leaders and 
parents will be working during the pickup. 
 Meyer said the troops coordinate with 
Pleasanton Garbage Service, which will pick up 
remaining trees following the Scouts’ cleanup 
on the following trash day. The troops rent 
trucks from a local company that gives them a 
discounted rate.
 The group will only pick up trees in 
Pleasanton. Residents interested in discarding 
their trees need to fill out a form that can be 
printed from either of the troops’ Web sites, 
www.troop941.com or www.troop943.com. A 
donation is requested of $5 for regular trees and 

$10 for larger trees, flocked trees or for busi-
nesses. The donation and the filled out form may 
be mailed to Boy Scouts of America, P.O. Box 
5358, Pleasanton, CA 94566. The Boy Scouts 
must receive the form by Jan. 3. Residents can 
also register for pickup online at ww.troop941.
org and donate through PayPal. Online registra-
tion must be received by 10 a.m. Jan. 4.
 The money that’s raised goes straight to the 
Scouts.
 “All of the boys work on a per-hour basis,” 
Meyer said. “It goes into what we call a Scout 
account and they can use it for summer camp, 

Boy Scouts recycling Christmas trees Jan. 5
Residents leave their trees on the curb, asked to donate to help scouts

Community 
college gains 
new leaders
Pleasanton resident named 

president of Chabot-Las Positas 
College district board

by Emily Atwood

T hree leaders have recently been named 
to prominent posts in the Chabot-Las 
Positas Community College District, and 

one of them is a Pleasanton resident.
 Carlo Vecchiarelli, an 
18-year Pleasanton resi-
dent, was unanimously 
elected president of the 
district’s board of trustees. 
In that post, he’ll oversee 
meetings and represent the 
district.
 Vecchiarelli was elected 
to the board in 2004 and 
previously served the dis-
trict for 40 years as a fac-
ulty member; director of 
admissions; dean of math, 
computer science and engi-
neering division at Chabot 
College in Hayward. He 
received his master’s degree 
in biological sciences at UC 
Berkeley. 
 His goals for the school 
include telecasting board 
meetings, bolstering veter-
ans programs and to keep 
with his goal from when he 
was elected to the board—
to make both schools “full 
service colleges.” 
 There’s a lot brewing 
on the LPC campus with 
construction and he’s look-
ing forward to next year, 
especially with the sports 
expansions planned.
 “Exciting things are 
going to happen,” he said. 
“We are building a new 
swimming pool and we’ll 
have a swimming team. 
We’re really big on sports.”

A s many ready to set pen to paper to mark 
resolutions for 2008, Mr. Pedometer, also 
known as ACCUSPLIT, Inc. President 

and CEO W. Ron Sutton, reminds residents that 
walking leads the way to well-being.  
 It is for this reason that he created the World 
Walk to Wellness, a self-guided stroll around a 
local park to encourage health and fitness. The 
event will take place from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Monday at the Pleasanton Sports and Community 
Park, 5800 Parkside Drive at Hopyard Road. All 
ages are welcome to participate in the 5,000-step 
walk (2.15 miles) and a 20-minute, 2,000-step 
walk led by Sutton at noon. 
 The walk is also sponsored by Walking10000.
org, the international governing body of 10,000 

Steps-A-Day. The program was developed by 
Dr. Yoshiro Hatano in Japan in 1965, in hopes 
that physical movement would lead to good 
health. The Web site promotes “a lifestyle of 
activity” instead of the Surgeon General’s rec-
ommendation of 30 minutes of brisk exercise 
done once each day. 
 “At a time when obesity, diabetes and other 
ailments related to inactivity are rampant in our 
country, we trust that the concept of ‘activity 
to wellness’ will spread like wildfire,” Sutton 
said. 
 “The World Walk to Wellness is a commu-
nity event aimed at learning and walking for the 

Taking wellness in stride
Inaugural World Walk to Wellness takes place Monday

(continued on page 8) (continued on page 8)

(continued on page 8)

Carlo
Vecchiarelli

Dr. Celia 
Barberena

Dr. DeRionne 
Pollard

Jay Flachsb
arth
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Fight Flab Without Sweat
At Crunch Inches by Skin Laser

Skin Laser Essentials Inc.
210 Fremont Hub Courtyard, Fremont

(510) 793-2277

Crunch Inches by Skin Laser
4550 Dublin Blvd., Dublin

(925) 829-7722
www.skinlaseressentials.com

Individual Results May Vary

Before Treatment After Treatment
Before Treatment After Treatment

Helps to regain the sagging jaw line.  
Contours the cheek area. Overall radiance.
VISIBLE RESULTS IN ONE TREATMENT

Medically supervised inch loss 15”-50”
Weight loss - 3 lbs/per week
Body tightening, bust, butt lift

NANO FACE LIFT  
NON INVASIVE

Laser Hair Removal
BUY 6 GET 2 FREE OF EQUAL  

OR LOWER AREA

NANO TECH INCH LOSS SYSTEM

We offer a multi-layered 
programs consisting of:

LIPOSHOTS

900 back kicks

AS SEEN ON OPRAH!

F

FREE
MICRODERMABRASION OR FACIAL  

WHEN YOU PURCHASE BOTOX  
AND OR RESTYLANE

Camp Bow Wow® Tri-Valley
Dog Boarding & Day Care Services

www.campbowwow.com/tri-valley
Premier Doggy Day  
   & Overnight Camp

FREE FIRST DAY 
with Interview

(call for details & appointment)

 

 

NEED TO BOARD  
YOUR DOG OVER THE HOLIDAYS? 

Call us to reserve NOW!

S AT Pr ep Available

Enroll and Save
$50 Off 

Tutor Aid Testing.
Expires 9/30/2007

Individualized 
programs in 

Reading, Writing,
Math and Study

Skills to improve 
your child’s 

skills this fall.

Individualized 
programs in 

Reading, Writing,
Math and Study

Skills to improve 
your child’s 

skills this fall.

260 Main St.
Downtown Pleasanton

(925) 484-2757

FREE Assessment 
upon Enrollment

(a $75.00 value)
Expires 12-31-07

24 Years of Success!

 Mountain Mushers Henry and 
Lela Schultz spoke to an extreme-
ly excited group of children at the 
library recently.
 But the children weren’t exactly 
as excited to see the Schultzes—
they were fixated on the two dogs 
they brought with them.
 Pixie, a 10-year-old, Sorrel, an 
11-year-old, and 4-year-old Su, 

are sled dogs. Pixie is the lead 
dog, Sorrel is the wheel dog clos-
est to the sled and Su is in train-
ing.
 Pixie and Sorrel were adopt-
ed by the Schultzes two years 
ago after they retired from the 
National Parks Department where 
they pulled sleds for more than 
seven years in Denali National 

Park.
 Lela Schultz shared children’s 
books and a short story about the 
original sled dog Balto. 
 According to the Schultzes, the 
dogs pull sleds about 2,100 miles 
each season, allowing park rang-
ers to patrol areas that are only 
accessible by sleds.

—Jay Flachsbarth

Sled dogs visit the library
Mountain mushers show their prized dogs, talk about sledding

Redcoats recently opened its doors at 336 St. Mary St.  

Janet P
elletier 

by Janet Pelletier

 You don’t have to cross the pond 
for authentic British fare anymore. 
A new pub that recently opened 
downtown offers anything from 
bangers and mash, fish and chips 
and shepherd’s pie.
 Redcoats opened Dec. 15 at 336 
St. Mary St. Mari Kennard owns 
the restaurant along with her ex-
husband Paul. Residents may know 
her if they’ve ever been to her 
popular British pub in Danville, 
called The Crown. Kennard said 
she describes Redcoats as very 
similar to The Crown, but with 
an evolution to the concept of the 
restaurant.
 Kennard, a Brit, left England in 
1980 and is a Pleasanton resident. 
 Asked why she chose the name 
Redcoats, Kennard said “We had a 
lot of brainstorming sessions and in 
the end, that name resonated, both 
sides of the Atlantic really,” she 
said. “If you see our sign, it’s actu-
ally a decapitated redcoat so it’s a 
little tongue and cheek because it 
was, of course, the redcoats who 
were the enemy of the Americans 
as the soldiers of the British.”
 While the restaurant has only been 
open for two weeks, Kennard said 
she’s been amazed by the response.

 “We were blown away because 
we just quietly opened our doors 
and we were very full (the first 
day we opened) and (the day after) 
also,” she said. 
 Kennard describes the pub and 
restaurant’s atmosphere as friendly, 
fun and international.
 In addition to restaurant seat-
ing and a full bar, Redcoats has a 
mezzanine level that serves as a 
lounge at night—something unique 
in downtown Pleasanton.
 Kennard said on evenings, groups 
can request the lounge for private 
parties and bottle service will be 
available. 

New British pub opens downtown
Redcoats serves diners in former Odd Fellows hall on St. Mary Street

“We feel it meets 
a lot of needs for 
Pleasanton residents 
in the way of 
ambiance, food 
offering and the spirit 
that we have.”

—Mari Kennard, owner

(continued on page 8)
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THE AMAZING  GERALD 
Funniest, most baffling magic you’ll ever see

November 2 • 7 pm • $11, $13, $16

DI VENEZIA STRING QUARTET

Del Valle Fine Arts
November 3 • 8 pm • $19, $24, $29

ORCHESTRATION!
Art Exhibit & Auction

November 4 • 2 pm • $10, Charter Members Free

WARREN MILLER’S PLAYGROUND

Largest winter sports action film on the planet
November 11 • 4 & 7 pm • $18

THE DREAM OF THE SNOW QUEEN

Livermore School of Dance 
November 24 • 2 & 7 pm • $15, $18, $24

Keyboard Conversations®  

with Jeffrey Siegel

The Power and Passion of Beethoven
$26, $31, $36

The wizard of oz

Pleasanton Playhouse
$21, $29, $31

George Winston

Lilting, lyrical and melodic folk-style piano
$31, $36, $41

mozart & bartok

Pacific Chamber Symphony Concert
$26, $32, $38

albers trio

Presented by Del Valle Fine Arts
$19, $24, $29

Giving New Life To An Old Listing

REAL ESTATE ADVISOR

Diana Korpi

 In every area there are homes 
the sell rather quickly, while oth-
ers seem to linger on the market. 
If the "For Sale" sign in front of 
your house has become a neighor-
hood fixture, it is important to 
work with your agent to keep 
your listing fresh. 
 Whenever your house is 
shown, the Realtor will get feed-
back from the buyers or other 
Realtors about your house what 
they liked about it and what did 
not work for them. Invite your 
agent to be completely honest 
with you about any feedback. 
Listen with an open mind and 
with the understanding that there 
is nothing personal about these 
comments. Don't delay in imple-
menting any of the ideas that 
make sense to you. In addition  
to the feedback, examine  three 
factors: price, condition, and mar-

keting. Should there be a price 
reduction? Are there any features 
that make your home show poor-
ply? Are there other avenues of 
marketing? 
 It is almost as frustrating for 
the agent as for the seller if you 
have had no offers. Real estate 
professionals have tried everything 
from fresh paint to new landscap-
ing to attract buyers. The right 
one will come along, especially if 
your house looks its best.

 If you or someone you know is 
thinking about buying or selling, 
contact Diana at ReMax Accord.  
Diana is committed to profes-
sional, attentive service to her 
clients - always willing to go the 
extra mile.  When you deserve the 
very best, call 925-830-4764.
www.dianahomes.com
ReMax Accord

 Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) recently announced 
increases in fares and services starting Jan. 1. Riders 
will pay 10 to 30 cents more per ride.
 The shortest BART trips will increase from $1.40 
to $1.50 and the longest trip, from the Pittsburg/Bay 
Point station to the Millbrae station, will increase from 
$6.30 to $6.60, according to BART spokesman Linton 
Johnson. 
 The 5.4 percent increase in fare is part of a plan 
approved by the BART board of directors in 2003 in 
which fares are raised every other year by a percent-
age based on inflation, according to officials. The 
increased fare will bring the average price of riding 
BART to about 21 cents per mile, according to a 
BART. 
 According to BART, riders will see a 33 percent 
service increase, which includes: more trains, more 
often after 7 p.m. Monday through Saturday and 
all day Sunday; double the trains to most stations 
on the San Francisco International Airport (SFO)/
Millbrae extension; faster commute times and direct 
service from Millbrae to downtown San Francisco; 
and early start time for train service to SFO. 
 Tri-Valley riders will notice the Dublin/Pleasanton 
line will replace the Richmond line in running directly 
to Millbrae on weekdays after 7 p.m. and on weekends 
and holidays. 

New Year’s Eve Flash Pass

 BART encourages New Year’s Eve celebrants to 
take advantage of the “New Year’s Eve Flash Pass,” 
which is good for unlimited rides on BART throughout 
the holiday evening. To use, riders simply flash the 
pass to the BART station agent and pass through the 
swing gate.
 The pass is $6 and provides unlimited rides on BART 
from 6 p.m. Dec. 31 to 3 a.m. Jan. 1. They are on sale 
now at Safeway stores in the greater Bay Area; the 
BART Customer Services Center at the Lake Merritt 
station; or at MyTransitPlus Stores in the Embarcadero, 
Civic Center, Montgomery, Powell, Coliseum and 
Bayfair stations. 

EZ Rider pilot program

 BART introduces new EZ Rider card, that replace 
paper fare cards used to ride. EZ Rider cards are pre-
paid and used by “touching” a screen on the fare gate 
when entering or exiting. 
 The card loads $48 in BART credit, but costs $45. 
When the balance falls below $10, the card is auto-
matically reloaded from a credit card account. If lost 
or stolen, the balance of the card is protected. 
 There are a limited amount of EZ Rider cards avail-
able, as it is still a pilot program. To sign up and to 
learn more about the new card, visit www.bart.gov. 

—Emily Atwood

BART fares, services to rise in 2008
Officials claim 33 percent service increase, faster commutes

anything that’s Scout-related such as if they need a 
new tent. For my boys and my son personally, since 
the very first year he’s done this, I have not had to shell 
out of my pocket for anything—for summer camp, for 
outings. He just pulls out of a Scout account.”
 All trees must be either in a driveway or on the curb 
by 8 a.m. Jan. 5 for pickup. Do not attach any payment 
to the tree.
 For more information, visit the two Web sites listed 
or call 417-2525. ■

whole family,” he added. “We will show participants 
just how easy it is to change their activity level and 
enhance their wellness for life. We want to positively 
influence the culture of wellness so that ‘everyone is 
doing it’ in Pleasanton and we hope to inspire commu-
nities around the United States to make a New Year’s 
commitment to wellness.”
 Free parking is available on Parkside Drive in the lot 
closest to Hoypard Road. It is a rain-or-shine event. 

—Emily Atwood

 In fact, the men’s basketball team recently won the 
Chabot Christmas Classic. With growing teams and 
facilities, Vecchiarelli hopes that athletes in the Tri-
Valley would consider seeing what LPC has to offer. 
His two children attended Chabot and Las Positas and 
participated in sports programs there. 
 Las Positas College’s search for a new president 
came to an end as Dr. DeRionne Pollard was also 
unanimously voted to the post by the board of 
trustees. Currently the vice president of educational 
affairs at the College of Lake County in Grayslake, 
Ill., she is the first African-American president of 
LPC in Livermore. She will begin at the end of 
February.
 She has a long list of service at the College of 
Lake County, including: co-leading the accreditation 
action team on institutional governance, negotiating 
the first adjunct and full-time faculty bargaining 
agreements in the shortest period of time in the col-
lege’s history, developing and implementing a plan 
to assess student learning outcomes and providing 

oversight of construction and renovation projects. 
She received her doctorate in educational leader-
ship and policy studies in higher education from 
Loyola University in Chicago, and her master’s 
and bachelor’s degrees in English from Iowa State 
University. 
 District Chancellor Dr. Joel Kinnamon, noting her 
enthusiasm, said she “distinguished herself among her 
peers through her dedication to students and the mis-
sion of community colleges.” 
 It’s another first for Chabot College in Hayward, 
whose new president, Dr. Celia Barberena, is the first 
female president in its 46 years. She comes to Chabot 
as the former vice president of student services at 
Hartnell College in Salinas, Calif. 
 There she developed several multi-million dollar 
grants in partnership with area schools to create a 
“college-going culture” at an early age. She was also 
responsible for facility development.
 She received her doctorate in educational admin-
istration and supervision and her master’s degree in 
Spanish literature from Bowling Green State University 
and her bachelor’s degree in economics and sociology 
from Findlay College in Ohio. 
 To learn more about these schools, visit www.las-
positascollege.edu or www.chabotcollege.edu. ■ 

World Walk to Wellness
(continued from page 5)

Recycling trees
(continued from page 5)

 When you come upon the restaurant, it’s evident that 
the building has a storied history, as most buildings in 
downtown do.
 The back portion of the restaurant is where a church 
used to be. That part of the building was constructed in 
1888. 
 “Then, the Independent Order of the Odd Fellows 

Hall sits at the front of it and that was built in 1907,” 
Kennard said. 
 Brothers Bob and Jim Byrd performed the work on 
the building to renovate it for the restaurant
 “It’s exactly what Pleasanton needs,” Kennard said. 
“We feel it meets a lot of needs for Pleasanton resi-
dents in the way of ambiance, food offering and the 
spirit that we have. I love downtown Pleasanton and I 
want to be part of it.”
 For more information about Redcoats, visit www.
redcoatspub.com. ■ 

Redcoats
(continued from page 7)

Community college
(continued from page 5)
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A presidential Weekly Pleasanton teachers Jason and Sharolyn Borris read the Weekly 
as the presidents featured on Mount Rushmore in South Dakota look on. Wonder what they think of our paper? 
Jason holds the Borris’ 3-month-old daughter Camille. 

Take Us Along

Fun and sun with the Weekly
Jim and Annamarie O’Shea use the bright South Carolina sun to illumi-
nate a copy of the Weekly while on Myrtle Beach.

Camping with the Weekly On their annual summer family camping trip, Sarah and 
Jennifer Ng, Kiley and Allison Stowell and Brittany and Melissa Widas take some time out from roughing it in the 
wilderness in Pinecrest to read the Weekly. 

Mixing work with the Weekly
On a recent business trip to Softtek in Monterrey, Mexico for Activant 
Solutions in Livermore, Pleasanton resident Jan Blotz brought along the 
Weekly to share with her team. The group is inside the Softtek build-
ing in front of the historic ruins saved from destruction when the new 
structure was built. Pictured are: from L-R from front: Carolina Rodriguez, 
Guillermo Carceres, Javier Gonzalez; Alejandro Carral, Jan Blotz, 
Carlos Cardenas, Erick Rivera; Pedro Tovar, Francisco Ayala and Daniel 
Montoya.

Don’t ‘ruin’ the Weekly!
Roland and Yoly Bantugan visit the Egyptian Pyramids on a recent trip 
and brought the Weekly along with them for a taste of home.

Fort 
Weekly
Keith and Cheryl 
Caraballo took the 
Weekly along to 
historic Fort Sumter 
on vacation in 
Charleston, South 
Carolina. 
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I s it us or did 2007 just swoop by? This past 12 months has 
certainly been a whirlwind, but along the way, there were 
events that moved us—whether it was development proj-

ects, transportation headaches, a couple of pranks, bouts with 
wild animals, teens in crisis, a priest scandal or a debate on 
whether to debate the Iraq war—the Pleasanton Weekly was 
there for it all. What follows is our A to Z review.

AA 
April Fool’s—but who was laughing?

 An April Fool’s Day joke email caused concern amongst city 
officials. The joke was a mock message purported to be from 
an official city email address. It referenced a Weekly editorial 
critical of the City Council’s decision to support a neighbor-
hood appeal to the Trinity Lutheran Church building proposal. 

Pleasanton Arch celebrates 75 years

 The Pleasanton Arch, which many associate with downtown 
Pleasanton’s mystique, celebrated 75 years in July. The electric 
sign was installed in 1932 for $532. It was restored in 2005.

Award given to Weekly for biz reporting

 The Weekly came out a second place winner in July by 
the California Newspaper Publisher’s Association. The paper 
won for business reporting in 2006 in the annual statewide 
“Better Newspaper Contest.”

BB
Bypass passes go

 The bypass road to Callippe Preserve Golf Course was 
approved in April, much to the dismay of those living in 
Sycamore Heights and Bridle Creek, who didn’t want to share 
the brunt of traffic with Happy Valley. The decision came 
after months of discussion and work by the Happy Valley 
Blue Ribbon Committee.

CC 
Churches embark on expansions

 Churches made efforts to expand or build new facilities, 
including Trinity Lutheran, St. Elizabeth Seton and Pleasanton 
Presbyterian. In November, Pleasanton Presbyterian moved 
from its old facility on Mirador Drive to a temporary facility 
while awaiting completion of a multi-million-dollar church in 
Ironwood. Trinity Lutheran didn’t fare so well on its proposal due 
to neighbors of the church who were concerned about traffic and 
noise. The City Council upheld neighbors’ appeal, but later, the 
city worked with the neighbors to draft a different plan that was 
considered by them to be more of a compromise. The Catholic 
Community of Pleasanton embarked on a $4.8-million activity 
center at St. Elizabeth Seton Catholic Church in September.

DD 
Deal between county and city 

for sale of railroad corridor 

 Pleasanton and Alameda County reached an agreement in 
July that allowed the city to acquire a 10-acre transportation 
corridor slicing through downtown. The deal ends an 18-year 
effort by the city to gain control of the old train route that’s 
so desperately needed for parking, pedestrian pathways and 

building easements.

EE 
Extension gets conditional OK from City Council

 The City Council gives a conditional OK to a Stoneridge 
Drive extension, which has been a contentious issue for many 
residents. Some who live in the Stoneridge area say they 
weren’t informed about the extension and those living at the 
often gridlocked Valley Avenue-Santa Rita Road intersection 
say it’s time for others to share the load of traffic.

FF 
Fraser named police’s top dog

 Michael Fraser was named Pleasanton’s new police chief, 
succeeding Tim Neal, in January. 

GG 

Local artist Gary Winter paints mural

 Artist Gary Winter painted a mural across the side of 
Strizzi’s downtown, depicting old-time Pleasanton this past 
summer. Graduation is bliss

Number of grads soars again

 A record high 1,125 students graduated from both Amador 
Valley and Foothill high schools in June. The graduation 
ceremonies are so popular, that this year, like in years’ past, 
officials set up overflow areas for viewing at the fairgrounds.

HH 
Home Depot project stirs pot of controversy

 A bid for a second Home Depot at the corner of Bernal 
Avenue, Stanley Boulevard and Valley Avenue had a number 
of residents complaining that the store would put smaller home 
improvement stores out of business and would create unneces-
sary traffic. While the City Council initially supported the Home 
Depot, councilmembers recently said they changed their mind.

Remembering Juanita Haugen

 Longtime education leader Juanita Haugen died in March 
after a lengthy battle with cancer. Hundreds attended her 
funeral. A search for filling her open seat on school board 
began shortly after. The school district soon decided to 
appoint a replacement, and chose former Councilman and 
mayoral candidate Steve Brozosky. Today, Haugen’s memory 
lives on with a number of local awards in her name. 

Hooters sign a hoax

 A mystery prankster planted a sign on the under-restoration 
Kolln Hardware building downtown in August announcing 
Hooters is coming soon, giving the Weekly’s number as the 
contact. 

Hosterman hawk issue ruffles feathers

 Mayor Jennifer Hosterman’s bid for a permit to house her 
hawk Ariel in her back yard ruffled the feathers of political 
foe Dan Carl, who says it is unsafe. The Planning Commission 
decided it can’t approve her permit, saying the city doesn’t have a 
code pertaining to wild animals. Hosterman appealed to the City 
Council this month. 
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Relive all the significant events and issues in our A to Z guide

2007 2007 2007 
Cover Story

Mayo

Local artist Gary Winter paints the mural of Pleasanton’s rural 
past on the side of Strizzi’s restaurant downtown.

The funeral of Juanita Haugen drew hundreds who knew the education lea
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II 
Getting flak for Iraq chat

he City Council spent the early part of the year discuss-
whether to host a public forum on the Iraq War, which 
or Jennifer Hosterman and Councilman Matt Sullivan 
supported, but ultimately decided to do nothing and move 

Former Marine and Pleasanton resident Fred Norman has 
d the council to hold a discussion, send a resolution to 
hington or observe a moment of silence at the start of each 

ncil meeting to remember those killed in battle. Opponents 
ed a public forum didn’t belong in city politics.

JJ 
Jerry McNerney becomes Congressman

easanton’s only Congressman, Jerry McNerney, takes the 
in February and enters office after Republican incumbant 

hard Pombo lost in a surprising defeat. 

KK 
Kottinger Creek restoration completed

 After a seven-year effort by the Friends of Kottinger Creek, 
the restoration of the Kottinger Creek was completed this past 
spring. The work cost $1.2 million.

LL 
Librarian Meltzer is Poet Laureate

 School librarian Martha Meltzer was named Pleasanton’s 
new Poet Laureate in May, succeeding Cynthia Bryant.

Lockdowns affect high school campuses

 A weapons threat led to the lockdown of the Amador Valley 
High School campus in October. It was called off after police 
found no credible evidence. A lockdown was also ordered 
for Village High School and the school district offices after 
someone allegedly threatened to shoot students and a teacher. 
Police barricaded and searched the property for two hours 
before calling it off. The alleged caller was found through cell 
phone bills and arrested earlier this month. 

MM 

Mountain lions startle residents

 Two mountain lion sightings in March alerted school 
children, their parents and residents near Vintage Hills and 
Kottinger Ranch. In Vintage Hills, a neighbor discovered a 
wildcat in a resident’s backyard while in Kottinger Park, one 
was seen near a fence bordering Valley View Elementary. 
Neither lion was ever found and no injuries were reported.

NN 
Not music to some ears

 A blaring music festival, called the Nowroz Festival, at the 
fairgrounds in April disturbed local residents who flooded 
police lines with calls to complain. The event was a celebra-
tion of the Persian New Year. It was also Easter Sunday, when 
many residents said they were at home trying to enjoy the 
holiday with family. 

Angela Aloise
Sr. Loan Agent/VP 

925-461-6955
angela@rpm�mortgage.com

Lori Smith 
Certified Mortgage Planner 

925-461-6959 
lsmith@rpm�mortgage.com�

30 W. Neal St. #105, Pleasanton, CA 94566 
 

CA Dept. of Real Estate - real estate broker license # 01201643 

or Jennifer Hosterman shows her hawk Ariel at a library event.

Lt. Tom Fenner fielded the media frenzy that erupted after two 
mountain lion sightings were reported. ader, who was the president of the Pleasanton school board.

In ReviewReviewIn ReviewReview



OO 
Oak Grove

 Plans for 51 custom homes and dedication 
of nearly 500 acres of open space in the hills 
above Kottinger Ranch were approved by the 
City Council, but a citizen’s group launched 
a petition drive to stop the development. 
Their initiative could make the November 
election ballot. Recently, the developers, the 
Lin family, filed suit against the citizen’s 
group, saying they obtained the signatures 
illegally.

PP 
Priest scandal rocks Catholic 

Community of Pleasanton

 In November, the parishes of St. Elizabeth 
Seton and St. Augustine Catholic churches were 
hit with news surrounding the incoming head 
of CCOP, Father Padraig Greene. Fr. Greene 
was arrested for lewd conduct eight years ago 
in a public restroom at an Oakland park. CCOP 
reports that only a small number of families 
have left CCOP in the wake of the news and 
others have been supportive and forgiving.

Parcel tax weighed

 The subject of a school parcel tax was 
discussed throughout the year. A parcel tax 
study released in June showed 60 percent of 
people who responded felt there was “great 
to some level of need” for more money 
versus 32 percent who said there was “little 
or no need.” This month, the school board 
decided to “press pause” on the tax after dis-

mal state budget projections were forecast.

Pleasanton Middle School’s 
API scores invalidated

 In a surprising announcement in September, 
the school district revealed that Pleasanton 
Middle School’s 2006 API test scores were 
invalidated. The California Department of 
Education said handwritten copies of a 2005 
practice science STAR test made by a Hart 
Middle School teacher and shared with other 
teachers during a summer 2005 meeting 
compromised the eighth grade science test 
scores at PMS, which were very high. While 
the school district considered appealing the 

ruling, they decided in October not to.

QQ
Chamber head Bouchard quits

 Dave Bouchard resigned from the 
Pleasanton Chamber of Commerce in August 
after nine years. Pleasanton resident Scott 
Raty, former head of the Hayward Chamber, 
was named the new CEO. 

RR 
Rebuilding continues 

for local church groups

 The rebuilding process in the Gulf Coast 
after the ravages of Hurricane Katrina contin-
ued, with local faith-based groups venturing 
on trips to help. Participants included mem-
bers of Trinity Lutheran Church, Lynnewood 
United Methodist Church and Pleasanton 
Presbyterian Church.

SS 
Staples Ranch

 Plans for Staples Ranch, county-owned 
land in northeast Pleasanton, went back and 
forth. A citizen’s group challenged the proj-
ect, but later decided to join with a counter-
citizen’s group in support of Staples Ranch to 
work together toward future planning of the 
property, which is planned to include a large 
senior care community, auto mall, parkland 
and possibly a Sharks affiliate ice complex.

Castlewood standoff

 A SWAT standoff near the Castlewood 
Golf Course put residents on high alert in 
February. Forrest Chancellor, 45, of San 
Ramon, led police on a high speed police 
chase down Interstate 680, ending by holing 
himself up in a Castlewood home owned by 
his ex-girlfriend’s grandmother. The standoff 
ended peacefully, however, and Chancellor 
was hauled off to jail.

School leaders shuffle

 A number of positions changed hands this 
year within the Pleasanton Unified School 
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A SWAT standoff in Castlewood earlier this year startled residents of this usually quiet and 
relatively crime-free city.
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SMOG INSPECTION 

Harry’s Auto Repair
Test and Repair

925-462-3237

No Appointments Necessary!
 Mon-Sat 8-5pm

183-A Wyoming St., Pleasanton
— Gold Shield Station —

 + $8.25 CERT.$35 with
coupon(     )Special

We can smog any vehicle!

District. John Dwyer, former vice 
president at Foothill High School, 
was named principal in June. 
Former principal Kevin Johnson 
filled in for Senior Director of 
Pupil Services Rich Puppione, 
who retired. Fairlands Elementary 
School Principal Bill Faraghan 
became the new assistant superin-
tendent for human resources, suc-
ceeding Clem Donaldson, who also 
retired. For the school board, Chris 
Grant was appointed after former 
president Steve Pulido filled a post 
as an Alameda County Superior 
Court judge. Former Councilman 
Steve Brozosky filled the open seat 
left vacant after longtime board 
member Juanita Haugen died.

TT 
Town Square gains traction

 The Weekly embarked on new 
endeavors this past year, including 
the launch of a redesigned Web site 
and online Town Square forum, 
which has become increasingly 
popular over the past few months. 

UU 
Union Jack 

comes tumbling down

 Once a popular nighttime hangout, 
the building that housed the Union 
Jack Pub came crumbling down in 
July. Plans call for a two-story res-
taurant in its place at 725 Main St.

VV 
Valley Avenue 

underpass opens

 The Valley Avenue underpass 
finally opened in July, but how 
many people really use it? The 
$5.3-million project took longer 
than expected after some drainage 
problems were discovered. 

Veterans Memorial
 Building reopens

 The Veterans Memorial 
Building appropriately reopened in 
November, just in time for Veteran’s 
Day. The building underwent a 
$4.5-million renovation that dis-
placed VFW Post 6298, American 
Legion Post 237 and the VFW 
Ladies Auxiliary.

WW 
City works on 

municipal WiFi network

 It’s been a work in progress for 
the city to operate a new municipal 
WiFi network where those who 
gather downtown can connect on 
their laptops or phones through a 
free wireless connection. While a 
ribbon cutting was planned this 
past fall, one has yet to be held. 

XX
X-rated activity uncovered 

at Main Street business

 Police shut down Tranquility 
Health Center, formerly located at 
739-E Main St. in July. The news 
was revealed in September, that the 
shutdown was due to alleged pros-

titution performed by employees of 
the massage parlor. 

YY
Youth tragedies

 A number of teen deaths alarmed 
the community and particularly par-
ents this year. The school district 
and police held several town hall 
meetings on the subject. The first 
death was that of 16-year-old Kyle 
O’Connor, a Foothill High basketball 
player, who was killed in January 
when the car he was riding in crashed 
into the side of the DMV build-

ing. In October, 19-year-old Laurel 
Williams was the passenger in a car 
that collided head-on on Foothill 
Road. She was killed, while her driv-
er, Katie McKewon, now faces gross 
vehicular manslaughter and felony 
DUI charges. In late October, two 
teens committed suicide, determined 
to be unrelated to one another. The 
events triggered the school district to 
hold a town hall meeting on the mat-
ter in November.

ZZ 
Zone 7 deals with water crisis

 A pump shutdown at the Delta 
threatened to affect Pleasanton res-
idents’ water supply. The crisis first 
began in April after a lawsuit was 
filed by a sports fisherman group 
concerned that the Delta water 
pumps were sucking fish into the 
piping and killing them. That led to 
the state shutting down the pumps 
for over a week and later, limiting 
pumping levels. ■

Empowering 
Education  
that Opens 
Your World

Exciting and Engaging 
Curriculum Teaches 
Analytical Thinking

Classes Average 
15 Students

Diverse International 
Programs and Community

Nearly 100% Admitted to  
Outstanding 4-Year Colleges

Extraordinary 
75-Acre Campus

Transportation and  
Financial Aid Available

For more information call:

(925) 362-7223 www.athenian.org
Danville

ADMISSION  
OPEN HOUSES 

for 

Fall 2008  
Enrollment
Middle School 

Grades 6-8:  
January 5 @ 1pm

Upper School  
Grades 9-12: 

January 6 @ 1pm

The Union Jack Pub building came tumbling down this summer.

The Veterans Memorial Building 
on Main Street was reopened 
in November after a $4.5-million 
restoration.
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Holiday Fund

Holiday Fund Donors
Individuals

Anonymous (46)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,470
Duffy & AnnMarie Aceret . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Jon & Janet Allen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Gina Channell-Allen & Kirk Allen. . . . . 250
Ron & Kathy Anderson . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Lou & Susan Astbury  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Steve & Janet Bachand . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
A. Bailey & L. Purcell . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1000
Phil & Kate Barker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Rick & Dawn Barraza  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 250
Verla R. Becker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35
Chris & Glenda Beratlis . . . . . . . . . . . . 500
The Bielby Family  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200
Jan & Jeb Bing  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200
Doug & Beverly Boff  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
James Brice & Carole Peterson  . . . . . 100
Bert & Dee Brook  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200
Mike & Diana Champlin . . . . . . . . . . . . 500
Herbert & Stella Chang . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Teddy & Bunny Chang. . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
The Christensen Family  . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Vince & Sarah Ciccarello  . . . . . . . . . 1000
John & Gretchen Clanworthy  . . . . . . . 200
Pauline Coe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Alan & Carol Cohen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 250
Pete & Diana Cornish . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Patrick & Wendy Costanzo . . . . . . . . . 200
The Craig Family . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200
David & Lola Cummings . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Barbara Daniels . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
The Darrin Family . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25
Susan Davis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Decker  . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Ed & Kathy Deenihan . . . . . . . . . . . . 1000
Richard & Judy Del Tredici  . . . . . . . . . . 50
Murray & Becky Dennis . . . . . . . . . . . . 500
Alice Desrosiers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Renata Dowdakin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Wayne & Anne Emery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Greg & Sue Evans. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
John & Julie Finegan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200
Kay Fogarty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200
Nicole, Ana & Michael Fong . . . . . . . . 150
Richard & Gloria Fredette . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Andrew & Xiaopei Gelb . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Terry & Bobby Gillit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Tom & Debby Glassanos . . . . . . . . . . . 500
Goble Family . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Chris & Jim Green . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
RJ & Marsha Grimes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
The John Gualandri Family . . . . . . . . . . . **
Carol Guarnaccia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50
Brian & Sylvia Guerrero  . . . . . . . . . . . . 40
Cele Gutierrez . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50
Bing & Laura Hadley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Bernice Hansen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2000
Hank & Corrine Hansen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Bob & Betsy Harris . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 400
Michael & Lorene Herbert . . . . . . . . . . 500
William & Kathryn Herlihy . . . . . . . . . . 150
Janice Hermann  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50
Jourdin Hermann . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50
The Huang Family . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Charles & Kay Huff . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Austin & Paige Hughes . . . . . . . . . . . . 200
Bill & Cathy James  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Kelly & Gail James  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25
The Jeffrey Family . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Steve & Bobby Jensen  . . . . . . . . . . . . 500

Rudy & Marge Johnson . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Jones . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Jean Jones  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Don & Jean Kallenberg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Dick & Peggy Karn  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Anne Kennedy & Stephen Parry . . . . . . . **
Jim & Elaine Keysor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 250
Dorothy Kilpatrick  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50
Betty Kirvan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Bob & Pat Lane . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Gary & Mary Lazarotti . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Charles & Norma Lemoine . . . . . . . . . . . **
Ronald Lingl  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50
Blaise & Amy Lofland  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 500
John Loll & Jane Bielke-Loll  . . . . . . . . . . **
Chris & Debbie Look . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50
The Lorentz Family . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
John & Lisa Loundagin . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75
Violet MacDonald-Masini . . . . . . . . . . . . 50
Earl & Dorothy Maddox . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Al & Lola Malatesta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Srikant, Christina & Ashley Mantha. . . . 25
Ken & Barbara McDonald . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Jim & Deborah McKeehan  . . . . . . . . 1000
Mr. & Mrs. Scott McNerney . . . . . . . . . 100
Rodger, Laura & Stephanie Miller . . . . . 50
The Moffat Family . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Evelyn Moller . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Ruth Morlock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Greg & Janet O’Connor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Kyle O’Connor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Ryan O’Connor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Molly O’Connor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
O’Farrell Family . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
John O’Neill . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Ogden  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Norman & Joyce Pacheco . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Dorene Paradiso-Carroll . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Brian & Jennifer Pearce  . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Anne Pearson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75
Pennisi Family . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Jerry & Josine Pentin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Bob & Orley Philcox  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 500
John & Roxanne Plotts . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50
Alan & Jean Purves . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Garrett & Angela  Ramirez-Holmes . . . . 50
Don & Ann Rathjen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Mike & Lori Rice  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
The Ristow Family . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Herb & Cathy Ritter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Maria Robertson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Rita Rollar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Bill & Pat Ruvalcaba . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 300
Julie Harryman & Ryan Brown  . . . . . . 100
John & Sheila Sanches . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
The Sborov Family  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 350
Chris & Sheri Scarborough . . . . . . . . . 200
Rose Schoop . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25
Jerry & Charlotte Severin  . . . . . . . . . . 100
Ajay & Sonal Shah  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Bob Silva . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Silva . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Richard & Corrie Simon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Ted & Dee Slosek . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Mike, Debi & Alison Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Geoff Southworth & Jill Anderson . . . . 100
Pat & Sue Spangler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Mr. & Mrs. Duane Stevens . . . . . . . . . . 300
John & Kay Stewart . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Beverly Struthers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Harold Swanson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **

Jim & Marilyn Teghtmeyer . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Dan & Beth Thiel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Sheldon & Vivian Thorson . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Deborah Tomlin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Jim & Debbie Tracy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Mike & Lillian Tsai . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 150
Mark & Kathy Tucker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Tom & Joann Tucker  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
The Ulrich Family  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Mr. & Mrs. Carlo Vecchiarelli . . . . . . . . 100
The Villegas Family . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
David Walden  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Glenn & Janet Wenig . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Walter & Martha Wensel . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Evan & Carolyn White . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Ralph & Pat Williams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50
Bob Williams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 400
The Williamson Family  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50
Kristen Winslow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 500
Dave & Roz Wright  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Yamamoto Family  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Randy & Emily Yim . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Jim & Donna Zarrillo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200
Jeff & Debi Zentner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **

As a Gift for 
Everett & Joyce Mohatt 

from Dennis & Leslee Hart . . . . . 200
Gary & Diane Larsen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Chris & Cheri Larsen-Hoeckley . . . . . . 100
Darlene Gomes - Merry Christmas!  . . . . **
Maria Mayer - Happy 50th! . . . . . . . . . . . **
Rex Shoemake - Happy 50th! . . . . . . . . . **
Nicholas Lesser . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **

Honor of
Beverly Ann Howe-Merrill 

from Howard Merrill . . . . . . . . . . . 100
The Pantages Family 

from Jerri & Rob Long . . . . . . . . . . . **
Pleasanton Community Concert Band  . . **
Adam Edwards from

Mr. & Mrs. John Glavin  . . . . . . . . . . **
Our Mom Lora . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Our Children, Jordan, Christopher 

& Katherine Nally  . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Jana Grant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Karissa, Chelsea, Sarah, 

Dashell & Desmond  . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Assistance League of Amador Valley 

from Peter & Diana McIntyre . . . . . . **
Daggett Children & Grand-Children 

from Tom & Barbara Daggett  . . . . . **
8 AM Water Exercise Class 

from Sharron Lindsey . . . . . . . . . 225
2nd Wed. Bridge Club 

from Sharron Lindsey . . . . . . . . . 175
Grandmas Adeline & Eva  . . . . . . . . . . 100

In Memory Of
Richard Tandowsky & Frances Tandy 

from Eleanor Tandowsky . . . . . . . . . **
Ann Brown from 

Mike & Jeanette Riordan . . . . . . . . . . 50
Anthony Primo from Teresa Morley . . . . . **
Babe & Thelma Simpson . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Bill Marsh from Bill & Audrey Sears  . . . . **
Bob Williams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Bruce Dowden from

Steve & Jennifer Dowden  . . . . . . . . **
Dan Gabor from Ann Gabor  . . . . . . . . 100
My Son, David M. DeBernardi . . . . . . . 300
Dick Waldron from Virginia Waldron  . . . . **

Doris Cink & Charles Glass 
from Vern & Tracy Cink . . . . . . . . 100

Ed Hjerpe & Bud Lunde 
from Don & Carol Bush . . . . . . . . . . **

Ed Kinney  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Ed Kinney, Hank Gomez, George 

Spiliotopolous & Roger Dabney 
from Ken Mercer . . . . . . . . . . . . . 400

Edward Schiess . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Elizabeth Stewart & Lisa Lum 

from Gordon & Elite Stewart . . . . 200
Ernie Bridges from The Bridges Family . . **
Etsuyo Marshall from John Marshall . . 100
Frank & Evelyn Morgan from 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Morgan . . . . . . . . . **
Fred Elling from Mark & Cindy Priscaro . **
Gam & Papa Abbott from 

The Casey Family . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Gene Strom, Keith Strom & 

William Kolb from Carol Strom . . 300
George Spiliotopolous & Walt Wood 

from Brad & Sandra Hirst . . . . . . 300
J. Harnett from M. Harnett . . . . . . . . . . . . **
John A. Mavridis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
John Bell from Phoebe Bell . . . . . . . . . . . **
John Steiner  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50
Juanita Haugen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Kyle O’Connor from 

The Dadrass Family  . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Lottie & Carl Arndt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200
Mary Erickson from Al Copher  . . . . . . . 50
Michael Carboni from 

Richard & Nancy Shockley . . . . . 100
Molly Humphrey from Sharron Morrison . . .**
Nancy Dohner from Ernest Dohner . . . . 50
To Our Parents from 

Mr. & Mrs. Harold Gatlin  . . . . . . . . . **
Our Parents from 

Roger & Jane Manning . . . . . . . . 100
Our Parents: Frank & Marie Pacanowski 

and George & Bette Withers . . . . 100
Rich Gluck . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Richard Marshall from 

Jason & Sandy Holliday  . . . . . . . 100
Rick Aguiar from Nancy Aguiar-Fargis  . . **
Rob Meierding . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Roger Dabney & Denise Zarcone 

from Paul & Marty Zarcone . . . . . . . **
Roselle Grimes & Evelyn Schrick 

from The Grimes Family . . . . . . . . . **
Ruth De Freece from 

Joe & Janice Biggs . . . . . . . . . . . . 25
Ryder Collins . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200
Sarah Anne Lees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Teddy & Arthur Adams  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50
Tom & Karen Elsnab . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100

Business
Greenbriar Homes Communities . . . . . . . **
Accusplit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Debbie St. John - All State Insurance . . . **
DeBernardi Development 

Construction & Remodeling  . . . . . . **
E2 Automotive Group  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
High Tech Connect  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Karen Morliengo, MFT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Knit This, Purl That! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50
Madden Charities, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . 2500
Mission Pipe & Cigar Shop . . . . . . . . . 250
Pleasanton Pet Sitting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Ponderosa Homes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
The Choir of The Tri-Valley 

Presbyterian Church . . . . . . . . . . . 50
Walt Lupeika CPA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100

The asterisk designates that the donor did not want to publish the amount of the gift.

Give now to help 
others in our 
community 

At the launch of the 2007 Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund, 293 donors have contributed $47,505 to the fund.  
With the 100% match, a total of $95,010 has been raised for the eight 2007 beneficiaries.
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Contributions to the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund will be increased by the Tri-Valley 
Community Foundation. For every $1 contributed, $2 total will be donated to these local 
organizations. All contributions will go directly to programs that benefit Pleasanton and 
Tri-Valley residents. Contributions will be distributed by the Tri-Valley Community 
Foundation to the eight agencies listed below. No administrative costs will be deducted 
from the gifts, which are tax-deductible as permitted by law.
  This year, due to the tremendous need of all nonprofits, donations will be shared 
equally among the eight recipient agencies.
 For more information call us at 600-0840 or e-mail editor@pleasantonweekly.com.

The following agencies will be supported by the Holiday Fund:
• Axis Community Health: Provides medical, mental health, addiction counsel-
ing and health education services to more than 20,000 patients and clients each year, 
regardless of their ability to pay. An estimated 70 percent have no medical insurance or 
are underinsured, including some that have recently lost their jobs and health benefits. 
Call 201-6017 or visit www.axishealth.org.

• Emergency Room Expansion at ValleyCare Medical Center: ValleyCare, a 
nonprofit health system, needs funds to expand its emergency room, built in 1991 to 
accommodate 13,000 patients a year and now handles more than 26,000. It will cost 
$6.7 million to replace the facility and upgrade equipment, and the Holiday Fund will 
help get that started. For more information, contact Ken Mercer at 373-4566.

• Hope Hospice: Hospice care is unique because it works to not only meet the needs 
of those at the end of life but also supports the emotional and spiritual needs of the 
family as well. Hope Hospice care is provided regardless of the ability to pay and relies 
on contributions such as those raised by the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund. Visit 
www.hopehospice.com.

• Open Heart Kitchen: As the only nonprofit free soup kitchen in the Tri-Valley 
area, this service provides nutritious meals for low-income people in the Pleasanton-
Livermore area at Trinity Lutheran Church in Pleasanton and Asbury United Methodist 
Church in Livermore. Visit www.openheartkitchen.org or call 580-1616.

• Pleasanton Partnerships in Education (PPIE) Foundation: The PPIE is a 
community-based organization whose mission is to enhance learning experiences for 
Pleasanton students through a partnership of business, educations and the community. 
Its foundation offers education grants which will now benefit by Holiday Fund contri-
butions. For information, call Debi Covello at 846-5620.

• Senior Support Program of the Tri-Valley: This independent, nonprofit organization 
offers a variety of services at no cost to seniors or to their families. Programs include health 
maintenance, nutrition, fitness, disease prevention, partners-in-safety, in-home counseling, 
friendly visiting programs and nurses on staff who regularly visit clients. Call 931-5379.

• Tri-Valley Haven: Runs a domestic violence shelter as well as a homeless shelter 
for families and a rape crisis center. Its mission is to aid those who have experienced 
abuse and offers counseling, a legal clinic and other practical advice. Call 449-5845; 
24-hour hotline: 800-884-8119 or visit www.trivalleyhaven.org.

• Valley Humane Society: This nonprofit group is all volunteers, with the mission 
to educate on responsible pet ownership. It assists in rescuing and placing abandoned 
or injured animals and operates an adoption center on Nevada Street in Pleasanton. It 
does not euthanize unless health problems dictate. Call 426-8656.

Name of Donor  ________________________________________________________

Street Address _________________________________________________________

City _______________________________  State ________  Zip ________________

I wish to designate my contribution as follows:

❑ In my name as shown above OR:

❑ In honor of:  ❑ In memory of:  ❑ As a gift for: ___________________________
 (Name of person)
❑ Business or organization: __________________________________________________

❑ I wish to contribute anonymously.  ❑ Don’t publish the amount of my contribution.

Please make checks payable to The Holiday Fund

Enclose this coupon and send to: The Holiday Fund, Pleasanton Weekly
5506 Sunol Blvd, Suite 100, Pleasanton, CA 94566

The Tri-Valley Community Foundation is located at 5674 Stoneridge Dr., Ste. 112, Pleasanton, CA 94588. 
More information about the Foundation can be obtained by contacting the organization at the above 
address, by calling its President David Rice at (925) 734-9965 or through its Web site: www.tvcfund.org. 
The Pleasanton Weekly will make every effort to publish donor names for donations received before Dec. 
31, 2007, unless the donor checks the anonymous box. All donations will be acknowledged by mail.

How to Give

The Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund
The Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund was created to provide financial support from our readers for a select group of 
local nonprofit organizations to help alleviate the needs that exist, despite our community’s prosperity. This marks 
the fifth year of the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund. It provides an opportunity to aid local groups at a time when 
the numbers of those without jobs or with low-paying jobs and few if any health benefits have increased.

The Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund drive could not exist without the help of the Tri-Valley Community Foundation 
and its generous donors. This will enable us to double your donation and allow your gift of $1 to total $2 to the 
nonprofits. An added benefit: Neither the Pleasanton Weekly nor the Tri-Valley Community Foundation will take any 
fees or expenses for administering the fund. One hundred percent of donations go to the intended grantees.

We appreciate your support of the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund and these worthy nonprofits.

Your gift helps seniors, children and others in need

Insured or uninsured, Axis Community Health sees patients 365 days a year.

Lending a helping hand 
to those in need

Axis Community Health provides affordable 
healthcare solutions to families 

by Tyler Bierbower

D uring the holiday season an old say-
ing comes to mind: giving is better 
then receiving. This is a guideline 

that Axis Community Health follows 365 
days per year.  
 Axis Community Health began in 1972 to 
provide health care for low-income children 
with no other means of obtaining it. Since 
that time they have continued to develop and 
now provide services to people of all ages for 
many different mental and physical condi-
tions. Axis provides a wide range of services 
to its patients including general medicine, 
family planning, pediatrics, behavioral health 
and drug and alcohol counseling. Because 
they are the only means of healthcare for 
uninsured families the amount of patients has 
been steadily increasing. 
 With 14,000 active patient charts and 
an average of 250 new patients per month 
funding has been tight, “there is a tremen-
dous need for funding in the medical clin-
ic,” said Polly Sellers, chatroom supervisor 
for Axis. 
 Although the bulk of the patients that 
come to Axis are uninsured, they are not 
turned away. In order to be a patient you 
must attend an eligibility appointment and 

the eligibility staff determines, based upon 
family size and income, which program 
would best suit the patient’s needs. 
 “Last year we provided more than 4,000 
pediatric medical visits for 2,500 low 
income children at an average visit cost of 
$225,” said Sue Compton, chief executive 
officer.
 Axis Health also helps manage WIC, 
which stands for Women Infants and 
Children and provides the proper food 
and nutritional supplements for pregnant 
women and young children that cannot oth-
erwise afford it. Another program that Axis 
helps assist is court-ordered DUI courses.
 More recently Axis has been funded to 
set up a diabetes database that will help 
manage the care of the diabetes patients 
and organize their annual exams.
 Funding is obtained through the Axis 
Health Foundation, which is a group of 
volunteers that works to generate donations 
within the community. They also are pro-
vided with city, county and state funding. 
 The funding from the Holiday Fund will 
help cover the costs that Axis takes upon 
themselves when other options have been 
exhausted according to Carol Beddome, 
development director. ■



Page 16 • December 28, 2007 • Pleasanton Weekly

Pleasanton not 
homogenous small town

Dear Editor,
 It’s with great disappointment 
and dismay that I read your column 
of Dec. 7 (“Whatever happened to 
Christmas?” Around Pleasanton, 
page 3) and the subsequent let-
ters to the editor about the use 
of “Holiday Parade” instead of 
“Christmas Parade.”
 The reality of Pleasanton in 
2007 is that we are a bustling 
regional hub and are no longer a 
homogenous little town. Among 
our 70,000 residents are people 
of many different faiths and back-
grounds. Not of all of them remem-
ber being 5 and counting the days 
to Christmas as you described, 
because not all of them celebrated 
Christmas as children. 
 I fail to see how calling it a holi-
day parade instead of a Christmas 
parade materially impacts any 
Christian’s ability to enjoy the 
event. Doesn’t Santa still come 
on the fire engine? What this sim-
ple linguistic swap does do, is to 
make it more welcoming for all of 
Pleasanton’s families to participate 
in the parade festivities.  
 It can be uncomfortable to be 
reminded that not everyone shares 
your world view, as it forces you 
to consider your own beliefs and 
assumptions. It’s human nature to 
react strongly to this and to want 
to ignore the presence of a dif-
ferent perspective. However, as 
the voice of the community, the 
Weekly needs to rise above this 
and look out for all of the residents 
of Pleasanton, not just the majority 
who are Christian.
 I hope that you will more care-
fully consider your responsibility 
to the entire community in future 
articles, and will be a voice for 

tolerance and inclusiveness.
Brian Pearce

Pleasanton

Religious fervor is 
overheated

Dear Editor,
 I am a baptized Catholic that 
became an atheist shortly after that 
event. I want all Americans to be 
able to worship the god of their 
choice and still enjoy Christmas 
as a wonderful family time and an 
excuse to over eat and over imbibe 
great wine. That being said, I am 
concerned that religious fervor has 
become overheated and threatens 
the separation of church and state. 
This is a constitutional secular 
democracy. It will not be better if 
one religion pushes its way into 
our government and our schools.

Bill Carmon
Pleasanton

Lights leaving large 
carbon footprint

Dear Editor,
 After seeing your story on the 
local Christmas lights (“Lighting 
up the night sky,” Cover Story, 
Dec. 21, page 14), I’m wonder-
ing if next year the lighters would 
consider the environmental effects 
of their decorations. 
 I shudder to think of Pleasanton’s 
collective December carbon foot-
print. The ancients lit a yule log 
and burned candles to anticipate 
the “return of the sun” at the winter 
solstice. 
 Let us decorate thoughtfully, 
whether we’re commemorating 
Jesus’ birth in the dark in a stable 
or any of our winter holidays. 

Nancy Freedom
Pleasanton

5506 Sunol Blvd., Suite 100 
Pleasanton, CA 94566
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Editorial

 Whew! Once again, Congress has spared millions of middle-class 
taxpayers, including nearly three-fourths of all Pleasanton taxpayers, 
higher tax bills for 2007. The tax reprieve again, though, only post-
pones the impact of the alternative minimum tax (AMT) for another 
year when it’s likely that we’ll have to await another congressional 
rescue, and this just after the November General Election. Without 
this tax, the AMT would have caused some 25 million filers to pay 
the tax on their 2007 income, up from 4 million who paid it on 2006 
income. The last-minute action delayed advance preparation of taxes 
and also delayed final tax publication and online filing services, 
meaning that many will face delays in any refunds they have on 
their 2007 returns. The IRS needs about seven weeks after the law is 
approved to change its forms.
 For individuals, the AMT schedule would have affected those 
with $62,550 for married couples filing jointly, down from $66,250, 
and $42,500 for individual filers, down from $44,350. Those higher 
amounts will now stay in place. The AMT requires taxpayers to make 
separate calculations for items like medical expenses and state and 
local taxes and generally pay higher taxes as a result. On average, 
estimates are that more than half of all Pleasanton taxpayers would 
have paid an average of $3,000 more on their federal taxes for 2007.
 The AMT was created in 1969 to ensure that a small number of 
wealthy taxpayers couldn’t avoid paying any taxes. But the law was 
never adjusted for inflation. More taxpayers got snared by the AMT 
every year as their income rose. The bracket creep that subjects more 
and more incomes to the AMT is likely to continue unless Congress 
takes action to repeal this 38-year-old law. A good question to put 
to congressional and Senate candidates this year is who they plan to 
deal with the AMT so that taxpayers can better plan in the future.

State budget crisis 
looms again

 Speaking of taxes, we’re glad to see that both the school district 
and City Council have apparently shelved plans for parcel taxes 
or new bond measures given taxpayer surveys conducted by both 
agencies. But up in Sacramento, the revenue shortfall continues, 
which means money once again could be siphoned from city cof-
fers and revenue intended for school district, including ours, could 
be significantly reduced from expectations. Faced with an esti-
mated $14-billion deficit, Gov. Schwarzenegger is not far behind his 
recalled predecessor Gov. Gray Davis.
 When Schwarzenegger ran for governor in 2003, he promised to 
“end the crazy deficit spending,” but here we are again. Already, 
school district Superintendent John Casey has warned that cutbacks 
could be coming if state education funds don’t keep pace with ris-
ing costs to keep California schools adequately funded. With two of 
Pleasanton’s State Assemblymembers seeking reelection—Alberto 
Torrico ( D-20th) and Mary Hayashi (D-18th)—and a spirited race 
in the 15th District, another question for the politicians is how they 
would manage the budget crisis and end it.  

OpinionOpinion
Letters

The Pleasanton Weekly encourages comments on our coverage or 
issues of local interest.

Submit letters to the editor of up to 250 words and guest opinion pieces 
up to 500 words with a short bio to editor@PleasantonWeekly.com. 
Include your name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach 
you. We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable 
content, libel and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will gen-
erally not be accepted.

Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting 
of permission to the Pleasanton Weekly and Embarcadero Publishing 
Company to also publish it online, including in our online archives and as 
a post on Town Square.

For more information contact Editor Jeb Bing at (925) 600-0840.

Your Turn

You’ve got good taste
Share your dining experiences

Go to www.PleasantonWeekly.com and post 
your own rating and review of any restaurant!

And…Check out our comprehensive database 
on more than 800 local restaurants, including 

contact information, hours, directions and 
maps, professional and amateur reviews and 

ratings from across the Web.

The AMT patch: Will 
it ever end?
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 Mistakes happen. Nobody is 
exempt. That truth is painfully obvi-
ous on www.regrettheerror.com. 
Most journalists want their words 
online read by as many visitors as 
possibleÖexcept on this Web site. 
 Annually Regret the Error lists 
the best of the worst of the year in 
errors and corrections—the dumb-
est, silliest and most humorous 
from newspapers around the globe. 
Since we are in year-end roundup 
mode, I would like to share with 
you a few from the list, as written 
and compiled by Craig Silverman 
of Regret the Error.
 • New York Times: “There was 
also an unfortunate typo in The New 
York Times that may have led some 
readers to think the Obamas have 
a rocky marriage: ‘A front-page 
article yesterday about the role that 
Barack Obama’s wife, Michelle, 
is playing in his presidential cam-
paign rendered incorrectly a word 
in a quotation from Valerie Jarrett, 
a friend of the Obamas who com-
mented on their decision that he 
would run. She said in a telephone 
interview, ‘Barack and Michelle 
thought long and hard about this 
decision before they made it’—not 
that they ‘fought’ long and hard.’”
 • New York Daily News: “A 
headline in Monday’s Daily News, 
‘He regrets his role in ‘postal’ vid,’ 
implied that Richard Marino, the 
subject of a YouTube video, was 
sorry for an incident in December at 
a Brooklyn post office. Marino, in 
fact, is not sorry. The News regrets 
the error.”
 • The Houston Chronicle, “In 
attempting to explain (Anna Nicole 
Smith’s) humble origins, the paper 
gave itself a measure of comeup-
pance. And that’s what makes it the 
typo of the year. A photo caption in 
the paper read: ‘When Redding, a 
longtime scout for Playboy, discov-
ered Smith, the model could barely 
right a sentence.’”
 • The Union Leader (Manchester, 
N.H.): “Due to a reporting error, a 
story on Page A2 in Saturday’s edi-
tion of the New Hampshire Union 
Leader misquoted University 
of New Hampshire employee 
Bernardine Schultz. She said 
Professor John Collins was prone 
to giving students ‘easy A’s,’ not 
that he had ‘lazy aides.’”
 • Bloomfield (Ind.) Free Press: 
“Mark Twain once said, ‘The reports 
of my death have been greatly exag-
gerated.’ In this week’s edition of the 

Bloomfield Free Press, we mistak-
enly listed former body shop owner 
Earl Haywood as being deceased. 
After speaking with Mr. Haywood 
on the telephone this afternoon, it is 
obvious that he is anything but. The 
Bloomfield Free Press mistakenly 
confused him with another Earl 
Haywood—a former Bloomfield 
Town Councilman—who passed 
away last summer. Our apologies, 
and the wishes that Mr. Haywood is 
with us for years to come.”
 • The Mirror (UK): “Big Brother’s 
Carole is a sexual health worker, 
not a sex worker, which usually 
means something rather different.”
 • Sunday Star-Times (New 
Zealand): “Our story on the price 
of tomatoes last week misquoted 
Alistair Petrie, general manager of 
Turners and Growers. Discussing 
the price of tomatoes Petrie was 
talking about retail rate not retail 
rape. We apologize for the misun-
derstanding.”
 • Daily Telegraph (UK): 
“APOLOGY: In Friday’s article on 
Liz Hurley’s wedding it was wrong-
ly stated that the actress is holding 
a pheasant shoot on the Sunday 
after the ceremony. Game shooting 
is of course illegal on Sundays and 
the pheasant season ended on Feb 
1. We apologize for the error and 
accept that if any shooting is to be 
done it will be by the paparazzi, 
who have no season and do not 
observe the Sabbath.”
 In no way do I mean to poke fun 
at the newspapers listed here or 
make light of the pain, embarrass-
ment or grief caused by these errors. 
It just goes to show that newspa-
per editors have to be accountable 
for mistakes, which will inevitably 
happen, be humble enough to admit 
the mistake, and have a really good 
sense of humor. 

If I were the publisher

 Have you ever thought to your-
self, “If I ran the Pleasanton Weekly, 
I would do things differently?” I 
would like to hear your ideas. 
 And, as always, I love to get 
questions and comments. 

Gina Channell-Allen, a 20-year 
journalism veteran, is the presi-
dent of the East Bay division of 

Embarcadero Publishing Company, 
president of the Pleasanton Weekly 

and publisher of the Danville 
Weekly. Send questions to gallen@

pleasantonweekly.com.

Talking Points
by Gina Channell-Allen

We regret the error: 
The best of the worst

What’s your opinion?
Write a Letter to the editor 

at Editor@PleasantonWeekly.com or put your opinion 
on Town Square at www.PleasantonWeekly.com

3440-D  
Stanley Blvd.
Pleasanton

925-846-7664

19 Beta Ct.
San Ramon

925-820-5665

Hours: Mon-Sat 8-6

All Smogs Including:
• DMV Renewal
• Test Only
• RV’s
• Gross Polluters

20

Smog King
Every two years...  

You just gotta’ do it.

In & out in 
20 minutes

OFF$

Pleasanton
Real Estate News

by  
Gerarda
Stocking

Gerarda Stocking is the Owner/Broker 
of Stocking Realty.

 An elderly woman who found 
a housecleaner whose service was 
extraordinarily good wanted to 
make certain that she didn’t lose this 
great helper. What to do? Without 
fail, she praised everything that the 
woman did well and expressed grati-
tude whenever the cleaner did more 
than she was asked to do. She also 
slipped a few extra dollars into the 
pay envelope whenever the cleaner 
worked extra hours or deserved 
extra pay. She wasn’t lavish; she was 
appropriately fair and thoughtful.
 Anyone who has sought a helper 
who provides great service…a car 
repairman whose work can truly be 
trusted…a hairdresser who seems to 
get it right every time…knows how 
invaluable these people can be in 
your life. This is not an area where 
we want to slice the cost as much as 
possible; we usually want to make 
sure that the quality of the service 
we receive is appreciated and will 
continue.
 Okay—so we just moved into 
town. How do we start putting 
together our team of people who 
provide needed services? We ask—
friends, business associates, people 
we meet in any organization we 
join, whether social or professional 
or religious, and the real estate and 
mortgage professionals who helped 
us relocate. We seek out people with 
great reputations.
 Then we treat them as well as 
they treat us. Remember—guiding 
someone to a professional who pro-
vides great service is one of the most 
appreciated things you can ever do! 
For assistance call Gerarda Stocking 
at 846-4000 or visit her website at 
www.gerardastocking.com.

GREAT SERVICE? 
DON’T LET GO!

See Your Best! Look Your Best!

Jonathan Savell, M.D.
Robert Neves, M.D. 
Robert Gagnon, M.D. 

Jay DeLaney, O.D.
Gina Trentacosti, O.D.
Keri Owyang, O.D.

Board Certified Ophthalmologists & Licensed Optometrists

(925) 460-5000 (925) 449-4000

ValleyEyeCareCenter.com

NOW 0%
Financing on LASIK

Great for 
beginners!

Kate Coughlin – 
Director 
–Downtown Yoga
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No previous 
YOGA  

experience 
necessary!

Call Kate at: 925-819-9983  
for more information or email us at: 
info@pleasantonyoga.com
www.pleasantonyoga.com
220-B Division St.  
Downtown Pleasanton

 Introduction to Yoga class – Starts 01/09/08!

After Christmas Sale 
30% OFF 

Entire Inventory
January 4th & 5th 
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F. Roger McLain
 F. Roger McLain, a former 
Pleasanton City Councilman and 
active volunteer, died Dec. 18 in 
Danville. He was 77.
 He and his family moved to 
Pleasanton in 1966. He started on 
the Housing 
A u t h o r i t y 
board in 1968 
and served 
as chair and 
vice-chair. He 
then moved to 
the Planning 
Commission 
and finally 
was appointed 
to the City 
Council to fill 
a vacancy left by the incumbent’s 
election to the State Assembly. 
 For his work on the Housing 
Authority, he was presented with 
the Mayor’s Award in 1972. He 
also received three commenda-
tions from the city for his ser-
vice and was recognized in 2005 
with the Ed Kinney Community 
Patriot Award, named for the for-
mer mayor who served with Mr. 
McLain on the City Council.
 Professionally, Mr. McLain 
worked 32 years as a senior engi-
neering associate at Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory. 
After retiring from the lab in 
1986, he turned his photogra-
phy hobby into a small business, 
Assured Photography. In addition 
to his photography, he also liked 
sail boating and power boating as 
well as stamp collecting.
 Mr. McLain was a volunteer 
firefighter for years, both in San 
Lorenzo and with the Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory 
department. He served a total of 
36 years in the Armed Forces 
Reserves, spent one year with 
the Navy reserves, 27 with the 
California National Guard and the 
final eight with the U.S. Army 
Reserve, retiring as a Lieutenant 
Colonel in 1983. 
 Mr. McLain loved participating 
with the Pleasanton Lions Club, a 
group he joined after retiring from 
the lab. He consistently pushed 
the Lions In Sight program, col-
lecting used eye glasses from 
boxes that he placed throughout 
the Livermore Valley.
 He was a member of the 
Pleasanton Presbyterian Church 

and traveled to Africa in 1991 
with a group from the church led 
by Carl Bosteels, the senior pastor 
at the time.
 He was born in Seattle to Alice 
and Francis Hurlbut. His father 
was killed in a motorcycle acci-
dent in 1941. His mother then 
married Roy G. McLain, who 
later adopted him and his brother, 
Mort.
 He graduated from San Leandro 
High School in 1948. He earned 
a bachelor’s of science degree 
in human relations from the 
University of San Francisco near 
the end of his career at the lab.
 McLain is survived by his wife 
of 57 years, Peggy. They met when 
Peggy was 15 and were married 
three years later. They have two 
daughters, Pamela Hammerman 
and husband, Howard, of Antioch; 
and Cynthia Fong and husband 
Roger Fong of Discovery Bay. He 
also has a granddaughter, Nicole 
Saenz, and two grandsons, Joey 
and Justin Fong.
 He also is survived his sister, 
Cheryl Baldwin of LaPine, Ore. 
His brother, Mort McLain, died 
in 1970 in a helicopter crash in 
Borneo.
 A memorial service will be 
held on at 11 a.m. Jan. 12, at 
Lighthouse Baptist Church, 118 
Neal St. in Pleasanton. 
 The family prefers contribu-
tions in his memory to the Lions 
In Sight program, 1838 Sunnyvale 
Ave., Walnut Creek, CA 94597.

Debra Caldwell Cantor  

 D e b r a 
Cantor died 
suddenly Dec. 
17 in Dublin. 
She was 43 
years old.
 Mrs. Cantor 
was born Sept. 
10, 1964 in 
Kittery, Maine, 
the daughter 

of Alfred and Peggy Caldwell. 
She spent much of her childhood 
in New Hampshire, also living in 
such places as Okinawa, Va., and 
Kentucky as her family relocated 
with her father’s Air Force career. 
Most recently, she had lived in 
California for the past three years, 
and in Pleasanton for a time. 
 Graduating from Dover High 
School in 1983, Mrs. Cantor sub-
sequently worked at NesLab in 
Newington, N.H., where she met 
her husband, Evan Cantor. They 
shared 19 happy years together-
-a special relationship that was 
admired by many.  
 In addition to great love of fam-
ily, Debbie and Evan shared an 
enthusiasm for travel. Together 
they made many trips throughout 
Europe and North America. Mrs. 
Cantor was passionate about cook-
ing, to the delight of all who knew 
her. She also enjoyed gardening 
and painting.
 Members of her loving family 
include her husband, Evan Cantor 
of Dublin; her parents, Alfred and 
Peggy Caldwell of Dover; her 
sister, Janice Butler and Janice’s 
husband, Tom of Rochester, N.Y.; 
two brothers-in-law, Ron Cantor 
and his wife, Alexandra Bennett of 
Syracuse, N.Y. and Jeff Cantor and 
his wife, Kathy of Surprise, Ariz. 
She is also survived by six nephews 
and nieces including Spc. Michael 
Butler, U.S. Army, Ft. Hood, Texas, 
Stephen Butler of Rochester, N.Y., 
Annika and Nicklaus Cantor of 
Surprise, Ariz.; Katharine and Julia 
Cantor Bennett of Syracuse, N.Y.; 
and several aunts, uncles and cous-
ins.  She also leaves behind many 
close friends throughout the world.
 Services were held Dec. 21 and 
22 in Dover, N.H. 
 Flowers are welcome, as are 
memorials in Mrs. Cantor’s name 
to the charity of one’s choice.
 Visit www.taskerfh.com for more 
information or to sign an online 
guest book.

Obituaries

GRAHAM-HITCH
MORTUARY

Dignified Care  
& Compassionate Service 

Since 1891

Advance Planning 
Made Easy

Call Deanna for a FREE 
 consultation. In-home 

visits available.

4167 First Street, Pleasanton

925-846-5624
Crematory Privately Owned  

& Operated
FD#429

1989-C Santa Rita Road • (925) 462-0402
www.travel-desk.com • CST#101368810

D e s t i n a t i o n s
Unlimited

Established in 1985Specializing in 
Europe and the 
South Pacific 

Private Studio 
Downtown 
Pleasanton

Exclusive  
1 on 1  
Guitar  

Lessons

4625 First Street  417-0561

Adults and Kids  
Ages 10 thru 110

established in 1997

Advertising Sales Account Executive
The Danville Weekly is seeking a Sales Account Executive to join our 
growing team. This position is responsible for driving revenue growth 
in our print and online editions by proactively prospecting and qualify-
ing potential new advertising accounts; handling incoming leads for 
designated territory or category; and meeting revenue targets.

A background in media sales is a plus. The successful candidate will 
have a proven sales record, excellent organization and communication 
skills along with a strong ability to build and foster client relationships. 
If you can develop strategic creative briefs, marketing plans/propos-
als and are comfortable making cold calls and prospecting, send a 
cover letter with salary requirements and resume to: Mary Hantos, 
advertising sales manager, mhantos@danvilleweekly.com; The Danville 
Weekly, 315 Diablo Road, Ste. 100, Danville, CA 94526; or fax to  
925-837-2278. EOE; drug-free workplace.

FREE 30 MINUTE SERVICE
Buy one 30 minute service

Your friend receives a 30 minute service free
Must be 2 people, 2 services. Expires 12/31/07.

T W O  D I VA  D E A L

Happy Holidays from 
A Golden Diva Salon & Spa

 Shampoo/Style
 Massage
 Facials

 Waxing
 Color Correction
 Pedicure/Spa

 Tanning
 Natural Manicure
 Hi/Lo Lites

(925) 803-8322
7372 San Ramon Road

Dublin, CA 94568
A GOLDEN DIVA

SALON/SPA
FULL SERVICE

5505 Sunol Boulevard, Pleasanton • 925 846 5040
LUMBER & HARDWARE 

680
580

Sunol Blvd Exit
1/4 Mile East

C L O S E D  S U N D A Y S

We are a Complete...

...Since 1976.

Lumber  
   Building Materials Yard  

&  

TransitionsTransitions
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WEEKLY MEETING NOTICES

ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  
AND PUBLIC COMMENT IS WELCOME

The above represents a sampling of upcoming meeting items. 
For complete information, please visit  

www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/community/calendar

City Council
Tuesday, January 1, 2008

Upcoming Meeting Dates

 

GENERAL INFORMATION

Notice of Pleasanton City  
Grant Application Availability

Nonprofit, community-based organizations  
providing human services, youth programs  
and services, or promoting culture/arts.

Civic Arts, Human Services  
and Youth Commissions

Welcome Applications
 

 

 

 

Application Deadline Wednesday, March 5, 2008

 

                   
 

If you have any questions regarding the City 
Grant process, please contact Kathleen Yurchak, 
Community Services Manager at (925) 931-5346

Dec. 15
• Theft:
 -9:30 a.m. in the 4800 block of 

Bernal Avenue; grand theft auto
• Domestic violence:
 -11:18 a.m. in the 6400 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road
• Public Drunkenness:
 -2:02 p.m. in the 5500 block of 

Springdale Avenue 

Dec. 16
• Theft:
 -1:25 p.m. in the 2200 block of 

Segundo Court; grand theft auto
• Assault: 
 -2:22 a.m. at the intersection of 

West Las Positas Boulevard and 
Santa Rita Road; assault with a 
deadly weapon

• Burglary:
 -7:58 p.m. in the 5500 block of 

West Las Positas Boulevard
• Domestic abuse:
 -7:26 p.m. in the 1700 block of 

Santa Rita Road
 -7:46 p.m. in the 2100 block of 

Armstrong Drive
• Public drunkenness: 
 -12:18 p.m. in the 5500 block of 

West Las Positas Boulevard
• Mental health danger:
 -4:20 a.m. in the 2100 block of 

Cascara Court

Dec. 17
• Vandalism:
 -9:00 a.m. in the 4300 block of 

Black Avenue; worth less than 
$400

• Burglary:
 -9:35 a.m. in the 1300 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road
• Alcohol and drug violations: 
 -8:26 a.m. at the intersection of 

Cochise Way and Navajo Court; 
public drunkenness

 -9:40 p.m. at the intersection of 
Hopyard Road and Gibraltar 
Drive; driving with marijuana

• Lost property:
 -1:02 p.m. in the 1300 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road

Dec. 18
• Theft:

 -9:05 a.m. in the 5500 block of 
Springdale Drive; grand theft

 -3:22 p.m. in the 4100 block of 
Payne Road; identity theft

 -4:15 a.m. in the 1600 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; grand 
theft

• Burglary:
 -4:23 p.m. in the 3700 block of 

Brockton Drive
• Alcohol and drug violations:
 -3:20 p.m. in the 5800 block of 

Owens Drive; public drunken-
ness

 -9:06 p.m. at the intersection 
of First Street and Neal Street; 
under the influence of a con-
trolled substance

• Found property:
 -6:06 p.m. in the 4200 block of 

Hacienda Drive

Dec. 19
• Theft:
 -4:15 a.m. in the 1600 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road; grand 
theft

• Vandalism
 -3:38 p.m. in the 4300 block of 

Foothill Road; worth less than 
$400

• Alcohol and drug violations:
 -1:18 a.m. at the intersection of 

Stoneridge Drive and West Las 
Positas Boulevard; DUI

 -6:03 p.m. in the 3000 block of 
Bernal Avenue; DUI

 -6:03 p.m. in the 3000 block of 
Bernal Avenue; under the influ-
ence of a controlled substance

• Other:
 -7:12 a.m. in the 2400 block of 

Santa Rita Road; forgery
 -8:13 a.m. at the intersection of 

Bernal Avenue and Meadowlark 
Lane

Dec. 20
• Burglary:
 -7:04 a.m. in the 4300 block of 

Hacienda Drive
 -7:28 a.m. in the 3000 block of 

Bolero Court
 -8:32 a.m. in the 3000 block of 

Bolero Court
 -1:14 p.m. in the 2000 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road
 -4:56 p.m. in the 1000 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road
 -4:59 p.m. in the 1000 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road
 -5:01 p.m. in the 1000 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road
 -6:15 p.m. in the 2700 block of 

Lylewood Drive
• Alcohol and drug violations:
 -1:09 a.m. in the 2900 block of 

Hopyard Road; public drunken-
ness

 -2:10 a.m. in the 4300 block of 
Hacienda Drive; DUI

 -3:03 a.m. in the 2300 block of 
Redberry Court; public drunken-
ness

 -9:07 a.m. in the 4400 block of 
Black Avenue; public drunken-
ness

 -6:49 p.m. in the 4400 block of 
Valley Avenue; possession of 
marijuana

 -8:58 p.m. at the intersection of 
Main Street and Ray Street; DUI

• Other:
 -11:38 a.m. in the 4600 block of 

First Street; forgery
 -10:30 p.m. in the 3900 block of 

Stoneridge Drive; mental health 
danger

Dec. 21
• Vandalism:
 -7:31 a.m. in the 3900 block of 

Valley Avenue; worth more than 
$400

 -5:26 p.m. in the 500 block of 
Main Street; worth less than 
$400

• Assault
 -7:13 p.m. in the 500 block of 

Main Street
• Burglary:
 -8:00 a.m. in the 1000 block of 

Sycamore Creek Way
 -8:20 a.m. in the 1100 block of 

West Lagoon Road
• Alcohol and drug violations:
 -1:09 a.m. in the 2900 block of 

Hopyard Road; public drunken-
ness

 -3:03 a.m. in the 2300 block of 
Redberry Court; public drunken-
ness

 -9:59 p.m. at the intersection 
of Dougherty Road and Sierra 
Lane; DUI

 -10:44 p.m. at the intersection of 
Bernal Avenue and First Street

 -11:48 p.m. in the 3300 block of 
Hopyard Road; DUI

 -11:40 p.m. in the 3000 block of 
Hopyard Road; DUI

• Mental health danger:
 -10:31 a.m. in the 200 block of 

Spring Street

The Pleasanton Police Department 
made the following information avail-
able. Under the law, those charged 
with offenses are considered inno-
cent until convicted.

Community PulseCommunity Pulse

Police Report

Police stress New Year safety

 While Christmas is over, Pleasanton police are 
cautioning residents to watch out for crime during 
the New Year holiday. 
 Pleasanton Police Cpt. Eric Finn offered the 
following tips to help avoid a car burglary:
 •Lock your vehicle at all times
 •Remove valuables from the vehicle
 •Do not leave anything of value in plain view
 •Report suspicious persons in parking lots or 
residential neighborhoods
 •Be aware that many crimes happen during 
early morning hours
 Another issue with the upcoming holiday is 
fireworks. 
 •They are illegal in Alameda County, except for 

Dublin
 •They are a fire hazard
 •People can seriously injure themselves and 
others
 Drunk driving is also a concern this time of 
year.
 •Put all the local taxi numbers into your cell 
phone prior to going out
 •Have a designated driver. If not, pre-arrange 
with someone that you know will be sober
 •Use public transportation. Know the various 
schedules.
 •Determine where you are going and try to stay 
off the roads
 •Plan on staying somewhere and not leaving
 •Make sure you have the local police depart-
ments number in your phone—931-5100.

Police Bulletin



Y O U  D O N ’ T  N E E D  T O  B E  A  P H Y S I C I A N 

T O  S E E  A  V E R Y  H E A L T H Y  T R E N D

UnitedHealth Premium® 
Cardiac Surgery  
Specialty Center 2007

American Heart 
Association Coronary 
Artery Disease  
Annual Performance  
Achievement Award  
Hospital 2007

American Heart  
Association Heart Failure 
Annual Performance 
Achievement Award  
Hospital 2007

UnitedHealth Premium®  
Interventional Cardiac  
Care Specialty  
Center 2007

When it comes to your heart, results speak louder  

than words. And in the eyes of the organizations that  

statistically measure outcomes, the heart program at  

San Ramon Regional Medical Center is among the  

best, not only in the East Bay, but in California. See the  

outcome studies for yourself at www.oshpd.state.ca.us,  

at other healthcare rating organizations online, or speak 

with your physician. After all, when it comes to your  

heart, it pays to use your head.
6001 Norris Canyon Road, San Ramon

925.275.8221    www.sanramonmedctr.com


