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NEW PLEASANTON LOCATION: 2 California Ave. 925-461-4290
PLEASANTON - OPEN SUNDAY
4216 Rosewood Dr. 925-734-3444
PLEASANTON
3420 Stanley Blvd. 925-462-4900

DUBLIN
6028 Dougherty Rd. 925-833-9700
LIVERMORE - OPEN SUNDAY
1485 First St. 925-455-4330

www.rynck.com

$7977

P245/70R16  OWL  $119.95
P265/70R16  OWL $119.95
P245/75R16  OWL $143.95

P235/75R15 OWL

60,000 Mile Tread Life Limited 
Warranty Everyday Low Price

ROVER A/T™
All-Weather Performance Truck Tire

As Low As

$8299

ASSURANCE®

featuring ComforTred Technology®
Luxurious Ride for Premium Vehicles

As Low As

P195/65R15  BLK  $93.99
P205/65R15  BLK  $97.99
P225/60R16  BLK  $117.99

80,000 Mile Tread Life
Limited Warranty

Everyday Low Price

P185/70R14 BLK

$8477

EAGLE® L/S
Quiet-Riding, Luxury Sport Tire

As Low As

P185/60R16  B01  $95.95
P205/60R16  VSB  $104.95
P225/50R16  B01  $142.95

Everyday Low Price

P195/65R15 B01

25 YEARS OF WORLD CLASS SERVICE

RyNck
$50OFFFRONT 

AND REAR 
BRAKE 

SERVICE

INCLUDES: • Replace rear brake linings or front disc 
pads • Resurface rear brake drums or front rotors • 
Road test • Inspect brake system • Includes parts 

and labor • 12 month/12,000 Mile Warranty. 
$25 OFF one axle or $50 OFF front & rear axle.

With Coupon. Expires 9/25/07

Regular Price

RyNck
FUEL 

SYSTEM 
SERVICE

$8995
SAVE $10

INCLUDES: • Clean and condition fuel and induc-
tion system • Includes 2-stage carbon cleaning, 

lubrication and scavenging.
With Coupon. Expires 9/25/07

RyNck

$12995CAR 
CARE 

SPECIAL
INCLUDES: • Lube, oil change and new fi lter (Up to fi ve 

quarts major brand oil—brands vary) • Top off anti-freeze 
and other fl uids under the hood (Excludes extented-life 

anti-freeze) • Complete tire rotation • Check tread depth 
on all four tires • Adjust pressure to manufacturer’s specs 
• Evaluate brake condition • Inspect battery terminals and 

connections • Examine all belts and hoses for cracks an 
proper tension. With Coupon. Expires 9/25/07

RyNck

FREEBATTERY 
CHECK

INCLUDES: • System check with volt/amp tester 
• Test battery crankling and charging system. 

With Coupon. Expires 9/25/07

SAVE $20

RyNck
SYNTHETIC 
BLEND OIL, 
FILTER & 
4-TIRE 

ROTATION

$1995

INCLUDES: • Fluid level check • Drain oil • Refi ll with 
up to fi ve quarts 5W30 synthetic blend quality oil • Full 
synthetic oils available • 12-point visual inspection • 

Install new fi lter • Chassis lube (if applicable • Rotate 4 
mounted tires). With Coupon. Expires 9/25/07

RyNck

$4995
COOLING 
SYSTEM 
DRAIN 
& FILL

INCLUDES: • Drain and fi ll radiator • Add up to 2 
gallons 50/50 blend anti-freeze/coolant • Pressure 
test cooling system • Tighten clamp connections • 

Inspect water pump hoses & belts.
With Coupon. Expires 9/25/07

P195/65R15  BLK $61.95
P205/70R15  BLK  $62.95
P205/55R16 SBL $72.95
P215/60R16 SBL $72.95

$4995

P175/70R13 BLK 

ENSIGN®
Good All-Season Traction

40,000 Mile Tread Life Limited 
Warranty Everyday Low Price

P195/60R14 BLK 
P195/60R15 BLK $71.95
P215/70R15 BLK $78.95

50,000 Mile Tread Life
Limited Warranty

Everyday Low Price

$6895

INVADER® RADIAL G/T
Premium Performance Tire 

With Outstanding Treadwear 
As Low As

P195/70R14 BLK
P185/65R14 BLK $75.99
P205/70R15 XNW $82.99
P195/65R15 BLK $84.99
P195/60R15 BLK $88.99

$7299

REGATTA®2
Popular All-Season Passenger Tire

As Low As

75,000 Mile Tread Life Limited 
Warranty Everyday Low Price

SAVE $20

Relieve Stress!
Discover
Home Consignment Center
And 
SAVE On 
Upscale
Name
Brands

Los Altos/Mtn. View
650-917-8526

141 El Camino Real

San Mateo
650-577-8979
1888 S. Norfork

Saratoga
408-871-8890

600 El Paseo de Saratoga

San Rafael
415-456-2765
863 E. Francisco 

Danville
(925) 866-6164

1901 Camino Ramon

Specializing in the Consignment 
Sale of Quality Furniture, 

Accessories and Jewelry

Truckloads of New Items Arriving 
Daily at Prices You Will Love!
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   AroundPleasanton
by Jeb Bing

The Pleasanton Weekly is published weekly by Embarcadero Publishing Co., 5506 
Sunol Blvd., Suite 100, Pleasanton, CA 94566; (925) 600-0840. USPS 020407. 
The Pleasanton Weekly is mailed free upon request to homes and apartments in 
Pleasanton. Voluntary subscriptions at $30 per year ($50 for two years) are welcome 
from Pleasanton residents. Subscription rate for businesses and for residents of other 
communities is $40 per year. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Pleasanton 
Weekly, 5506 Sunol Blvd., Suite 100, Pleasanton, CA 94566. © 2007 by Embarcadero 
Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reproduction without permission is strictly prohibited.

ROSELYN

*Prices and availability subject to change without notice. Approximate sq. ft. 
See sales representative for details.

• Ten semi-custom homes on 
10,000 sq. ft. homesites

• 2,720 to 3,852 square feet

• Prices from $1.3 million

(925) 485-9300
www.roselynestates.com

   Coming Soon to 
the Heart of Pleasanton 

Interest List Now Forming!

Exclusively represented byPresented by

From Highway 680, exit Bernal Avenue 
east. Left on Main Street, Left on St. Mary’s 

(turns into Division), Left on Fair Street - Right 
on Rose Avenue to end.

License # 015601283

When living alone 
became too difficult, 
I knew I needed a 
change. As much as I 
love my children, mov-
ing in with them simply 
wasn’t an option for 
me. I like the privacy 
of my own apartment. 
I’ve been independent 
all my life, and I plan 
to stay that way. 

100 Valley Avenue (formerly junipero st.) | Pleasanton
925-461-3042

www.eskaton.org   managed by Eskaton

THE PARKVIEW
ASSISTED LIVING IN PLEASANTON

The independence you want, the assistance you need.

Independence is all about choice. In how you grow your 
mind…In how you relax your body…In how you nur-

ture your spirit. The Parkview is all about choice.  Because 
you’re old enough to do whatever you choose.

The Parkview features apartments with kitchenettes and 
an array of amenities. Separate memory care accommodations 
are on-site. 

Call today for more information or to schedule a tour. 

If you see some of the city’s 
Realtors stuffing their briefcases 
with some unusual purchases at 

local retailers—such as Mrs. Dash 
Seasoning, Hamburger Helper, baby 
wipes and cheap can openers—give 
them a salute instead of a stare. 
They’re part of an effort by members 
of the Valley Marketing Association 
of Realtors and real estate profession-
als to send a large batch of supplies 
to the troops in Iraq. The campaign is 
being promoted by Stacey Kennedy, 
a partner and head of the Pacific 
Auction Exchange in Pleasanton. 
Her brother, Marine Staff Sgt. Aaron 
Belt, is in a place he calls “nowhere” 
about 90 miles north of Baghdad, 
where the temperature this month 
is ranging from a cool 121 degrees 
to a high of 130. Several times a 
month, a supply wagon rolls to the 
outpost Belt’s platoon occupies, but 
the bridge between the supply depot 
and Belt was blown up recently and 
it will be another week before sup-
plies arrive.
 So Kennedy, who keeps in touch 
with her brother mostly by email 
and only when the system works 
put out a distress call to her associ-
ates. The first request about two 
months ago brought many boxes of 
supplies that Kennedy was able to 
send over to Belt’s platoon and sol-
diers in other nearby outposts for 
$8.95 a box regardless of weight. 
After her announcement, she left 
that May VMA meeting with $450 
in cash and checks from associates 
who asked her to do the shopping 
for them. The 40 flyers she brought 
were grabbed quickly, and she sent 
more out to nearly 100 who gave her 
their business cards. Many—how 
many she doesn’t know—packed 
their own postal boxes and sent 
them off, which is why Sgt. Belt 
keeps hearing from the Pleasanton 
and Tri-Valley crowd so regularly.
 Today, after its regular meeting, 
VMA President Roy Dronkers has 
asked Realtors to stay and help fill 
more boxes with supplies, saving 
Kennedy the time and effort. She’s 
agreed to take all the boxes to the 
post office later today for their 1-
1/2 week journey to “nowhere” in 
Iraq. At least Belt has an FPO mail-

ing address. Even with the help, 
Kennedy still gets cash and checks, 
some $2,000 worth as of this morn-
ing. Besides the items mentioned 
above, Belt has messaged his sister 
that the troops need sunflower seeds, 
calf length Fruit of the Loom socks, 
98 percent lean Hormel chicken, AA 
and AAA batteries, and a 5-gallon 
solar shower, which he says is avail-
able at Wal-Mart. I presume that is 
shipped empty of water. The list goes 
on and Kennedy would be happy 
to review it with you by email at 
stacy@alynnrock.com or by phone at 
337-7767. She’s also accepting sup-
plies at her office at Pacific Auction 
Exchange, 5000 Hopyard Rd., Ste. 
202, Pleasanton, CA 94588.
 Speaking of Kennedy, she might 
be someone you want to meet. An 
Army veteran herself (we’re both 
graduates of the Army Language 
School in Monterey, though in dif-
ferent years), she served for five 
years as a Spanish linguist in a 
number of military locations. Tired 
of the cold winters in the east, 
this personable 34-year-old veteran 
took a job teaching Spanish at Tracy 
High. Then 1-1/2 years ago, she 
started her own business—Pacific 
Auction Exchange. Although she’s 
a Realtor, she’s also a talented auc-
tioneer who stands on front lawns 
of her clients’ houses and sells 
them to the highest bidders. For 
the seller, there are no commis-
sions or fees; she collects from the 
buyer. It’s a new type of marketing 
hard-to-sell houses although this 
type of public auctioneering dates 
back a few generations to the fail-
ing farms of the Great Depression. 
This time, however, buyers usually 
come out winners. Last week, she 
handled a house in Oakland, “a 
real fixer-upper,” she says, starting 
with a ridiculously low base price 
of $349,000, and sold it to the 
high bidder for $566,000 in less 
than 30 minutes. Some sell in just 
seven minutes, including a few of 
the more than 300 homes on the 
Antioch resale market right now.
 Her favorite phrase: “I hear 3, 
is there at 3.5? I hear 4, I hear a 
$566,000. Sold to the man with the 
hammer and saw in his hand.” 

Baby wipes, cheap can 
openers for Iraq

 About the Cover Matt Morrison and Anne Fox, co-sponsors of an 
initiative that would block most of the planned development on the unincorpo-
rated, 124-acre Staples Ranch, stand in the middle of Staples with houses in 
Pleasanton Meadows behind them. Morrison leads Friends of Pleasanton, a 
group that has started collecting signatures for a ballot referendum it’s plan-
ning for November 2008. Photo courtesy of Matt Morrison. Cover design by 
Manuel Valenzuela.   Vol. VIII. Number 27
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Q:
Should prisoners from California 
be sent to less-crowded facilities 
in other states to ease 
overcrowding here?
Asked Downtown

Kenton Collins 
Student

I think we should hire the convicts 
to build more prisons to ease the 
overcrowding issue. Letting them 
go free should not be an option.

Lindi McGuiness
Dental assistant 

Without researching the issue, my 
instinct would be to send them to 
another prison versus setting them 
free.

Laura Wanlin
Student records administrator

If they are serving time for a crime 
they should have to serve out their 
sentence. Rather than be let out 
early they should be sent to out-of-
state facilities. 

Ruben Urias
Retired

I think that they should not be 
turned loose. I think they should be 
sent out of state rather than go free.

StreetwiseStreetwise

Have a Streetwise question? E-mail: editor@PleasantonWeekly.com
Compiled by Tyler Bierbower

Joe Flaherty
Financial Accountant

I would prefer that rather than have 
them let criminals out. They need to 
look at the sentencing structure as it 
is, maybe use other alternatives for 
lighter or non-violent crimes. 

Elevate

sports • fitness • spa

7 0 9 0  J o h n s o n  D r i v e  •  P l e a s a n t o n ,  C A  9 4 5 8 8

P L E A S A N T O N

(866) 851-8735
www.clubsports.com

Call or Visit Us Online for a Free One-Week Guest Pass

Some restrictions apply. Pass is for first time guests and local
residents 21 years of age or older. Maximum of 2 individuals
or family of 4, residing at the same address, per pass.

Elevate your summer activities at ClubSport, where friends and families get
together for fitness and fun. Enjoy all the activities and amenities of a vacation
resort, right in your own backyard. You’ll find an array of sports, fitness, and
wellness activities for every member of the family regardless of age or fitness
level. Bring a friend or make new friends at ClubSport, your fitness resort.

your 
summer

 

The Course at Wente Vineyards, Livermore 
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NewsfrontNewsfront
News Digest

Ask a doctor about 
women’s health

 TV30 and San Ramon Regional 
Medical center team up again 
for the award-winning “Ask the 
Doctor” live call-in program. 
Women’s health is the topic of 
the next episode airing from 7 
to 8 p.m. Aug. 8. Viewers can 
phone-in medical questions to Dr. 
Mark Lollar regarding pregnancy, 
infertility, PMS, menopause or 
any other gynecologic condition 
by calling 462-3030 during that 
time.

Get a teddy ready for 
children in need

 Knit This, Purl That is partner-
ing with The Mother Bear Project 
to create knitted or crocheted 
teddy bears to send to children, 
primarily those suffering from 
HIV/AIDS in emerging nations. 
Owner Beth Spisak aims to send 
100 bears to needy children by 
December. Those who want to 
help can join in bear-knitting ses-
sions Wednesdays in August from 
7 to 9 p.m. at the store, 205A 
Main St. 

Tour Livermore campus 
at Expo LPC

 Las Positas College in 
Livermore, 3033 Collier Canyon 
Road, hosts Expo LPC 2007 from 
8:30 a.m. to 2:20 p.m. Aug. 14. 
The event, which counts for half 
a unit, is a college orientation 
that includes a tour of the 147-
acre campus; a preview to college 
life; college success strategies; an 
opportunity to meet faculty, staff 
and fellow students; food; and 
more. All new and re-entry stu-
dents enrolled in six or more units 
are encouraged to register (PSCN 
24, CRN#20955). Call Veronica 
Jennings, 424-1421. 

Chamber heads to China

 The Pleasanton Chamber of 
Commerce hosts “A Business 
Leaders Excursion to China,” 
with the nine-day trip departing 
in November. The cost is $1,499, 
due Sept. 1, which includes trans-
portation, hotel accommodations, 
meals and a conference. To learn 
more, visit www.pleasanton.org 
and attend an orientation meet-
ing at 5:30 p.m. Aug. 10 at the 
Larkspur Landing Hotel, 5535 
Johnson Drive. 

by Janet Pelletier

T he city plans to create the new position 
of community relations manager, a move 
made to improve outreach with residents.

 Pamela Ott, who is the city’s economic devel-
opment director, has taken on the role of public 
information officer for the past four years, but 
she said the time has come for someone to make 
that their sole responsibility as well as take on 
some new projects and further outreach in the 
community.
 While some might ask why the city would 
need this type of position when a recent survey 
said 96 percent of residents are more than satis-
fied with Pleasanton, Ott said the job is not just 

about spreading good news about Pleasanton, but 
about taking a larger role in communications.
 “It’s not really that traditional public relations 
sense where you need to get out positive mes-
sages. We do want to do that, but a large part of 
what we envision this person to be doing is shar-
ing information with our community about the 
things that are happening,” she said. “We recog-
nize that with technology, there are lots of ways 
now for people to communicate. It’s incredible 
the amount of emails the city receives overall on 
any given issue. Being able to have one point 
person in addition to any of our employees on 
our executive team in the city manager’s office 
to create materials or be available to answer 

questions is really important to share that infor-
mation and give folks a place where they know 
that they can contact us as well.”
 The city put together an elaborate four-page 
job announcement that can be found on the 
city’s Web site, www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us.
 The community relations manager will report 
to Ott as well as City Manager Nelson Fialho. 
He or she will be responsible for managing 
the city’s communication and outreach efforts, 
handle public relations and may act as a spokes-
person to the media. They will also serve as a 

Historical 
pulpit could 
be destroyed 
Museum On Main passed on 
donation, church looks for 

other takers

by Rebecca Guyon

E veryone is certain the Lighthouse Baptist 
Church located at 118 Neal St. was built 
in 1876. What’s up for debate is whether 

the church’s pulpit was also built at that time or 
whether it was installed in the 1930s when the 
church underwent a remodel.
 The question is of the utmost importance 
now because the church is remodeling its sanc-
tuary once again, this time installing hardwood 
floors on the platform and getting rid of the 
pulpit all together. Not wanting this “landmark 
of the church,” as Associate Pastor Jeremiah 
Blasi describes it, to end up in the junkyard, the 
church is hoping someone will want to take it, 
whether it’s an individual or a historical orga-
nization.

by Emily Atwood

Fences protecting newly-planted veg-
etation at Kottinger Creek Park were 
taken down last Wednesday, officially 

completing the seven-year restoration project 
started by the grassroots organization Friends 
of Kottinger Creek. 
 While the restoration work was completed 
in May, fences still lined the park to protect the 
newly planted, native grasses, plants, shrubs and 
trees. Now the 14.5-acre park includes a 1,820-

foot long creek is accessible to all residents. 
 It was Friends of Kottinger Creek who ral-
lied the community to support this project after 
city maintenance workers cut down willow 
trees lining the meandering waterway. 
 At the heart of their plea was fixing work 
done to straighten the creek, which Friends 
member Cheri Puls said the group learned from 
the Urban Creek Council was typical practice 
in the 1960s and 1970s. 

Correction
The performers in the Concerts 
in the Park series, at 7 p.m. at 
Lions Wayside Park, are as fol-
lows: Tommy & the 4 Speeds, 
Aug. 3; Finding Stella, Aug. 10; La 
Ventana, Aug. 17; Magic Moments, 
Aug. 24; The Tom Rose Band, Aug. 
31; Public Eye, Sept. 7.

City seeks community relations manager
New $90,000 position created to achieve better contact with residents

(Continued on page 9)

(Continued on page 9)

(Continued on page 9)

Fermin Barrazam of National Rent-A-Fence removes the longstanding barrier from the perimeter of the 
Kottinger Creek Park Wednesday. The fence kept the newly-planted vegetation safe as it rooted.

The old pulpit from the Lighthouse Baptist Church 
currently sits outside while the sanctuary under-
goes remodeling.

R
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Kottinger Creek Park 
now officially open

The fences protecting the newly planted vegetation 
came down Wednesday morning

Jeb
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Newsfront

Gift certificates available

Serving the Tri-Valley for 22 years

463-2150
3901-B Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton

(Rose Pavilion, across the parking lot from TGI Friday’s)

*Can not be used with third party insurance

$25    off*Non-PrescriptionSunglasses

oo

offer expires 8/31/07

HOT AUGUST 
SHADES

HOT AUGUST 
SHADES

5800 Stoneridge Mall Road • Pleasanton, CA 94588

Lower Your House Payment
with our "One Month ARM" (with Great New Pricing!)

Laura Ryan
925.225.7644
laura.ryan@wamu.net

Harry Osmus
925.225.7647

harry.osmus@wamu.net

• Minimum Payment at 1% (APR 5.830%)
• Vacation Homes also at 1%
• 40 Year Term Available for Really Low Payment
• “Lowest Margins”
• "Stated Income" at no extra cost
• Loan Amounts up to 7 Million
• Life Cap of 9.95%

Offer applies only to the 1-Month Option ARM. The interest rate/APR may increase after the first month. The interest rate may change more frequently than the minimum payment amount. The 
minimum payment is always the lowest payment that can be made each month. Making the minimum payment each month can result in negative amortization. All payment options are not available 
each month. In addition, on 15-year loans, only up to three payment options are available. Interest that accrues between the date of closing and the month preceding the month in which your first 
payment is due will be based on the higher of the start rates or the fully indexed rate. APR is effective 4/05/06. The APR and 1.000% start rate are available only to borrowers with FICO scores equal 
to or greater than 720. Different start rates and APRs may apply to borrowers with different credit profiles. The APR and 1.000% start rate are also only available on purchase money and non cash-
out refinance loans secured by 1-2 unit owner-occupied properties with terms of 15 and 30 years, Loan-to-Value (LTV) ratios of up to 70% (purchase money and non cash out refinance) and loan 
amounts of up to $1.5 million. Additional limitations and restrictions may apply. Higher rates may apply 1-Month Option ARMs with different parameters. Rates and terms are subject to change without 
notice. Alternative pricing options may be available. Ask a Washington Mutual loan consultant for details. Typical financing examples of a $200,000 loan with an LTV of 70% and pre-
paid finance charges of $3,607.29, a starting interest rate of 1.000%, Index of 4.011%, a Margin of 1.875% and a fully Indexed Rate of 5.886%. On a 30-year loan the APR would be 
5.982 and the 360 minimum monthly payments would vary from $643.28 to $1,374.20. On a 15-year loan the APR would be 6.052% and the 180 minimum monthly payments would 
vary from $1,196.99 to $1,891.35. Washington Mutual has loan offices and accepts application in: Washington Mutual Bank- many states; Washington Mutual Bank, doing business 
as Washington Mutual Bank, FA- many states; and Washington Mutual Banks fsb- ID, MT, UT.

Example 30 year 40 years        
Loan Amount $500,000
1st Year Monthly Payment $1,608 $1,264
2nd Year Max Monthly Payment $1,728 $1,358
3rd Year Max Monthly Payment $1,857  $1,460
4th Year Max Monthly Payment $1,996  $1,569
5th Year Max Monthly Payment $2,145 $1,686

*Equity Lines to $750,000*
Perfect for consolidating your 1st and 2nd mortgages, remove PMI, Cash-out to 

pay off debts, college funds, or the purchase of a second home.

Kindergarten-5th Grade

NOW ENROLLING

SUMMER CAMP!

Our fully licensed pre-school 
operates year-round

accepting children ages 18 
months to 5 years old.

4576 Willow Road, Pleasanton 
In Hacienda Business Park

(925) 463-6060
www.cardenwest.org

• Art • Music 
• Dance • Spanish 

• Mandarin • Tutoring
• Cheerleading • Soccer

• Robotics & Engineering
• Field Trips • Presentations

Success for every child, 
every day.

June 11-Aug. 24th
8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Extended Care Available

by Janet Pelletier

 City officials held a meeting 
last week regarding a controversial 
proposal for a second Home Depot 
in Pleasanton. The purpose was 
to gather questions the public had 
about the project, but much of the 
meeting consisted of comments 
from people wanting to air their 
concerns and dislikes of the plans. 
The home improvement chain is 
proposing to build a store on a 
14.7-acre parcel at the intersec-
tion of Valley and Bernal avenues, 
across from the McDonald’s shop-
ping center.
 About two dozen attended the 
hour and a half meeting that was 
led by city Planning Director Jerry 
Iserson. The project was put on 
hold after the City Council voted 
to approve it in mid-May. A second 
reading of the plans to formalize 
the vote was pulled back to allow 
city staff to research some linger-
ing concerns brought up by resi-
dents.
 They range from: an increase 
in traffic along Valley, what truck 
routes would be allowed, wheth-
er the current Pleasanton Home 
Depot on Johnson Drive will be 
financially stable and the site’s 
3-mile distance to the closest free-
way entrance.
 “I’m very concerned about 
blight,” said Daryl Mullins at the 
July 25 meeting. “I don’t want it to 
happen at Johnson Drive or at an 
empty big box.”
 Mullins suggested the city look 
into ways to insure that there would 
be a backup plan.
 “I’m asking that you add a risk 
management plan,” Mullins, who 
is a project manager and deals with 
risk management, said. “If we had 
that as part of this, it would be like 
an insurance policy.”
 Since the meeting was held to 
get feedback from different voices 
in the community, Iserson said in 
addition to noticing residents who 
live near the project site, the city 
invited local businesses that may 
be affected. 
 And at least a couple of busi-
nesses did come.
 Matt Richert of Richert Hardware 
and Lumber on Sunol Boulevard 
said he will not only be affected by 
another home improvement store 
in town because of his competing 
business but also because he’s a 
Pleasanton resident.
 “Myself, I’m a double stake-
holder here,” he said.
 Something he suggested the city 
research is what merchandise the 
Home Depot plans to sell and what 
range of services the store plans to 
offer to customers.
 “If you build a Home Depot, it’s 
really going to put an impact on 
other businesses,” he said. “We’ve 
been fortunate the community 
has been really good to us” even 

with an existing Home Depot in 
Pleasanton.
 A man who said he works for 
Pleasanton Rentals said he too was 
interested in what types of ser-
vices the new store would be offer-
ing, particularly what rentals they 
would have.
 “Home Depot has tried rentals,” 
he said. “I want to know if they 
want to expand into the rental mar-
ket.”
 While some asked that ques-
tions be added to city staff’s plate 
for research, others reiterated their 
disdain for a second Home Depot.
 “It seems like we are trying so 
hard to fit a square peg into a round 
hole,” said one woman. “We’re so 
far down the line that it’s like we 
have to make it fit. I want to know 
if there’s any way to take a step 
back and see if something else 
could go there.”
 Iserson said staff will look into 
what other uses the site could have, 
but added that the city has tried 
unsuccessfully to court grocery 
stores in that location.
 Nancy Allen, who is leading the 
Stop Pleasanton Gridlock citizens 
group, asked that the city conduct 
an independent market analysis 
of home improvement needs in 
addition to Home Depot’s assess-
ment.
 “We can’t depend on the vendor 
to give all the independent, objec-
tive data. We can’t rely on that,” 
she said.
 Others raised questions about 
what routes trucks traveling to and 
from the store for deliveries would 
take.
 “We have enough problems 
with traffic on First Street,” said 
one man. “How are we going to 
enforce that? Right now, it’s an 
absolute nightmare.”
 Richert added that while the city 
has said that trucks would get to 
the store from Livermore, he felt 
the city needs to get that put in 
writing from Livermore.
 Iserson said the city could make 
a condition of approval for the 
project that trucks would have to 
adhere to specific routes.
 Another man said that tradi-
tionally, Home Depot attracts day 
laborers looking for construction-
type jobs, and wondered if the 
city needed to look into that issue 
should it happen.
 The questions will be added to 
a list of those already documented 
by the city. Iserson said he hopes to 
return for another meeting to share 
the results of the research in a few 
weeks.
 After the research is released, 
the city will schedule the proposal 
to go back to the City Council 
for final action. To view the list 
of questions, visit http://www.
ci.pleasanton.ca.us/pdf/homede-
pot-070726-attach.pdf. ■

Home Depot meeting 
held to gather 

questions
Concerns over traffic, closure of Johnson Drive 

store brought up
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Full Service Real Estate

JULIA LEWIS
Realtor®/Owner/Notary

• Relocation Nationwide
• New Home Construction
• Buyer Representation
• Stress Free Transactions

Each office is independently 
owned and operated.

Email: julia@viewtrivalleyhomes.com
www.viewtrivalleyhomes.com
6210 Stoneridge Mall Rd, Suite 120, Pleasanton CA 94588

(925) 963-1565
Give me a call

for all your real estate needs.

Newsfront

www.designsschool.edu
5572 Springdale Ave.

Pleasanton • 1-800-939-9051

All Color Services 
and Hair Extensions

35% OFF
exp 8-31-07

Haircut & Shampoo
$3.50
exp 8-24-07

weekdays only

ACURA, HONDA, LEXUS 
& TOYOTA OWNERS!

is the answer!
Precision Auto Repair can save 
you money and time.  We can 

perform all of your factory 
scheduled services and repairs 

while maintaining your warranty.

    www.PrecisionAutoRepair.com  

(925) 462-7440
164-A Wyoming Street, Pleasanton

OILCHANGE SPECIAL$32.95 reg $39.95Engine Oil & Filter ChangeGenuine Oil FilterTop Off All Fluids21 Point InspectionSome restrictions apply. Expires 6/30/07.

Are you looking for an honest 
and reliable auto repair facility?

5505 Sunol Boulevard, Pleasanton • 925 846 5040

Trusted Brands ... Since 1976

Gorgeous Vanities

LUMBER & HARDWARE 

680
580

Sunol Blvd Exit
1/4 Mile East

C L O S E D  S U N D A Y S

Not too Expensive.

Not too Cheap.

by Tyler Bierbower 

 Two hundred vials of a chicken-
pox vaccine were reported missing 
July 20 from the Kaiser Permanente 
clinic in Pleasanton. 
 Kaiser employee Robert Vavuris 
reported the vials missing at 11 
a.m.
 The vials, valued at $74 a piece, 
were first thought to have been 
stolen, but as the investigation has 
continued, officials say it looks 

like a simple case of an inventory 
miscount. The total value of the 
missing vials is $14,912.
 Police officials and Kaiser have 
been conducting an internal inves-
tigation into the source of the miss-
ing vials. 
 “It’s looking less and less like a 
theft and more and more like a mis-
count,” said Kaiser spokeswoman 
Gerri Ginsburg. 
 The vials are kept in a refrigera-

tion device to keep them at a certain 
constant temperature. When the 
vials are removed from the refrig-
erator, they lose their effectiveness 
against the chickenpox virus.
 “It needed to be refrigerated,” 
said Ginsburg. “It really does not 
have any value if it was not refrig-
erated properly.”
 The vials contain .5 milliliters 
of Varicella made by the company 
Varivax. ■

Blockbuster on Sunol Blvd. 
closed

 Residents who live in southeast 
Pleasanton may have noticed that 
the Sunol Boulevard Blockbuster 
store in the Raley’s shopping cen-
ter has closed.
 According to an employee at 
the Hopyard Road Blockbuster, 
the Sunol store closed three 
weeks ago due to a lack of busi-
ness. Customers who have rental 
items from the Sunol location 
are asked to drop them off at 
the Hopyard store, 4747 Hopyard 
Road.

Aloha Island on Main to shut 
its doors

 Like a fairytale ending, the 
Aloha Island Trading Company 
will soon fade away into the 
sunset. The store’s owners have 
decided to purchase over 50 acres 
of land in Hawaii and plan to 
move the shop’s services back to 
its island roots. Located at 410 
Main St., the store that sells all 
things Hawaiian was named the 
“Best Clothing Store” in 2006 
by readers in the Pleasanton 

Weekly’s “Best of Pleasanton.” 
To mark the closing, the store 
is offering deep discounts on its 
merchandise. For more informa-
tion on Aloha Island, visit www.
alohaislandtradingcompany.com. 
To move into the store’s place 
will be Murphy’s Paw, a specialty, 
higher-end pet accessories store, 
owned by Pleasanton resident 
Melanie Sadek. Sadek said she 
will take possession of the prop-
erty Sept. 1 and plans to open the 
store between mid-October and 
Nov. 1.

Pleasanton Albertsons to 
become Lucky supermarket

 Modesto-based Save Mart 
Supermarkets announced that it 
will bring back the Lucky super-
market brand to the Bay Area, 
including the Pleasanton store on 
West Las Positas Boulevard. Save 
Mart acquired 130 Albertsons 
stores earlier this year and exclu-
sive rights to the Lucky name. In 
total, it will convert 72 stores in 
the bay to Lucky.
 Lucky stores were rebranded in 
1999.
 “Bringing Lucky stores back 
to the Bay Area consumer is 
a great responsibility,” said Bob 
Spengler, president of Save Mart. 
“Even after all these years, the 
Lucky name carries with it a great 
deal of consumer equity.”
 The changes to come with each 
store conversion are significant, 
Save Mart reports, but the aisles 
won’t be rearranged. Save Mart 
will bring back many popular pro-
grams such as “Three’s a Crowd” 
and the “Max Pack.”
 Stores will close for two days 
to convert and the work is sched-
uled to conclude by the end of 
September.

Asbestos settlement made 
with Pleasanton company

 A $2.1 million settlement 
against several manufacturers 
and distributors of asbestos-con-
taining products, including one 
based in Pleasanton, has been 
announced by Baron & Budd, the 
law firm representing the plain-
tiffs. On July 17, Kaiser Gypsum 
and Hanson Permanente (previ-
ously known as Kaiser Cement) 
settled with San Francisco resi-

dents John and Rita Dachauer. 
 John Dachauer, 69, worked as 
a plasterer from 1955-1997 and 
testified that he regularly used 
exterior stucco and joint com-
pound products made and sold by 
Kaiser and Hanson. He sued both 
companies after a 2006 diagnosis 
of mesothelioma, a fatal form 
of cancer caused by exposure to 
asbestos. 

Simpson Manufacturing 
announces acquisition

 Pleasanton-based Simpson 
Manufacturing has announced 
that its subsidiary Simpson 
Strong-Tie has acquired Swan 
Secure Products for $43.5 mil-
lion. Swan Secure manufactures 
and distributes stainless steel 
and other fasteners. Simpson 
Manufacturing, through its sub-
sidiary, designs, engineers and is 
a leading manufacturer of wood-
to-wood, wood-to-concrete and 
wood-to-masonry connectors 
and fasteners and pre-fabricated 
shearwalls.

Thoratec gives update on 
product recall

 Pleasanton-based Thoratec 
Corporation, which produces 
products to help treat cardiovas-
cular disease, has updated infor-
mation on a voluntary recall that 
began April 9 of all paracorpo-
real Ventricular Assist Devices 
(PVAD) manufactured and dis-
tributed prior to October 2006.
 Thoratec voluntarily recalled 
the products after learning of 
continuing incorrect collet nut 
assembly during surgical implan-
tation, which has in three cases 
resulted in severe bleeding and 
death.
 Patients should immediately 
contact their doctor. According to 
Thoratec, hospitals were request-
ed in the recall letter to check for 
proper cannulae connections on 
all patients currently on PVAD 
support. Thoratec notified its cus-
tomers of the recall by letter on 
April 9 and is arranging for the 
application of conspicuous warn-
ing labels to all recalled product 
remaining in hospital inventory. 
 For information, call 1-800-
456-1477.

Two hundred vials of chickenpox 
vaccine unaccounted for

Kaiser conducting internal investigation to find source

Business in Brief
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Newsfront

POTENTIALLY SAVE  $100’SOF THOUSANDSIN INTERESTPAYMENTS

Submit your analysis to see how much you’ll save... no obligation
Call Our “Be Mortgage Free” Line:

(925) 918-1133 or (925) 989-6495
www.ThinkBeyondYourMortgage.com

Watch the video on the website.

Starting Balance:

Repayment Time:
Total Interest Paid:

MMA Program
$136,058

Balance in 1 Year:
$126,032

11.33 years
$45,159

Conventional Program
$136,058

Balance in 4.7 years:
$126,032
30 years
$134,726

Total Interest Saved: $89,566 

1        5        1 0    Term in Years   2 0        2 5        3 0

Pay Off Your Mortgage 
in as little as 1/3 to 1/2 the time...

• No refinancing required 
• No change to existing lifestyle

CHECK OUT THIS NEW SOFTWARE!

Independent Software Agent, 827868. * Results will vary and determined by individual financial situa-
tions. Contact your UFirst independent software agent for further details.

44 Church Street, Danville 
925.820.7200  www.bridgesdanville.com

“Bridges is a restaurant on par with 
the finest in the city.”
—Kerry Heffernan, Chef

Best 7 Restaurants in the East Bay 2006 Diablo Food Awards

Sunday Pre Fixe 
Dinner

3 course menu 5-6 p.m.

$25.00

by Emily Atwood

 While a flowing parade of caps 
and gowns are typically seen in June, 
19 students completed the class of 
2007 high school graduation require-
ments as they received diplomas or 
certificates last Friday in a summer 
school commencement ceremony. 
 Lori Vella, principal of the sum-
mer school, said while the gradu-
ates probably didn’t expect this 
delayed graduation ceremony when 
they entered high school, they are 
finishing and should be proud of 
the accomplishment. 
 To graduate, the students either 
completed needed units or have 
taken the California High School 
Exit Exam (CAHSEE) at the last 
administration in May.
 Vella continued her “better late 
than never” message to an audience 
of graduates, family members and 
friends, saying it was a lesson to 
apply in the future.
 “Although it might take longer, 
stay focused and persevere and you 
will reach your goal,” she said. 
 During the commencement 
address, Justine Lecco, a summer 
school graduate of Foothill High 
School, said she was disappointed 
upon learning she wouldn’t partici-

pate in the June commencement. 
Yet, when the July ceremony took 
place she was just as proud.
 “So what if it took six weeks 
longer?” she said, adding that she 
thought the summer school gradu-
ates worked harder than some of 
the June graduates.
 School Board President Jim Ott 
was on hand to give out diplomas 
along with the new assistant super-
intendent of human resources, Bill 
Faraghan, who officially accepted 
the candidates’ achievement. 
 After each graduate walked across 
the Hart Middle School multipurpose 
room stage to receive a diploma, they 
cheered “I graduated!” outside before 
being joined by family, friends and 
members of the school district in a 
cake and punch reception. ■

Nineteen names added to the 
class of 2007

Students spent last six weeks working towards high school diploma

Check out
every day

Summer school graduates

Chad Agustin, Foothill
Tyler Balthrope, Village
Elisabeth Barrantes, Foothill
Casey Bowman, Amador Valley
James Briseno, Amador Valley
Rosario Carreon, Amador Valley
Ryan Collins, Foothill
Mitchel Elling, Foothill
Rachelle Felix, Adult Education
Janny Kim, Foothill
Justine Lecco, Foothill
Peilin Li, Amador Valley
John McTheny, Village
Luis Morales, Village
Jerry Santiesteban, Amador Valley
Cassandra Saenz, Amador Valley
George Vagues, Amador Valley
Ryan Voegele, Amador Valley
David Webb, Amador Valley

Jim Ott gives graduates their diplomas at the summer school commence-
ment. 
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The group shared the acquired 
knowledge to others and garnered 
450 signatures on a petition pre-
sented before the City Council. 
 According to Jim Kelcourse, 
senior civil engineer for the city, 
the restoration work included a 
completely new irrigation system 
to allow the creek and its sur-
rounding vegetation to be self-
sustaining. Along with a small 
foot bridge and small picnic area, 

native plants were also added in 
place of the invasive species. 
 “It was a really great lesson in 
the value of democracy and the 
ability of people to affect that,” 
Puls said. 
 The project was not without 
controversy as residents were 
concerned with the project’s cost. 
The original maintenance cost 
(not part of the restoration plan) 
started at $30,000 and ended with 
a $1.2-million price tag. 
 Yet Kelcourse said it wasn’t even 
the most pricey creek project in 
the city. Puls also added that the 

price came from studies and didn’t 
“go beyond the scope of work pre-
scribed.”
 Now that the project is complet-
ed, Mayor Jennifer Hosterman said 
it shows the city’s commitment to 
the environment.
 “This project exemplifies 
Pleasanton’s commitment to being 
a good steward of our community,” 
said Mayor Jennifer Hosterman in a 
statement. “The return of the creek 
to a more natural setting sends a 
message that in Pleasanton we care 
about the long-term preservation of 
our environment.” ■

 “We’re hoping to find some-
one who will want to preserve it 
for what it is,” said Pastor Bill 
Bryson.
 The Museum On Main already 
passed on taking the pulpit for its 
collection because of the inability 
to pinpoint the installation date 
and the museum’s lack of adequate 
storage space, said Jim Allen, for-
mer Museum On Main board pres-
ident and the museum representa-
tive who assessed the pulpit.
 “We think maybe it’s the origi-
nal, but it’s a big piece and we 
couldn’t find out, so it’s too big for 
us to store,” Allen said.
 Right now, the pulpit sits outside 
the church, to the side and uncov-
ered, which is why the church 
would like to find it a home as 
soon as possible, but at the very 
latest before winter when weather 
could cause damage, Bryson said. 
If no one steps up, the pulpit will 
have to be destroyed.
 “This was the one thing that 
made us hesitant about the remod-
eling,” Blasi said.
 The church is currently looking 

for a new pulpit to be installed 
when the remodeling wraps up in 
the next three to four weeks, one 
that will look nice, without block-
ing the view of the platform.
 While the church waits for 
someone to take an interest in the 

platform, it also has people work-
ing to figure out the pulpit’s age.
 “Some folks are trying to dig it 
up,” Bryson said.
 Anyone interested in the pulpit 
can call the Lighthouse Baptist 
Church, 846-7220. ■

Newsfront

Great one of a kind
selections

Previously owned & new designer 
fashions at a fraction of their original 
price! We specialize in your favorite 

designer apparel, shoes & accessories.

Downtown Pleasanton
327A St. Mary Street
Located near the corner of 

Main Street and St. Mary Street

Phone: 925 846-6600
Hours: Tues. - Sat. 10am - 5pm,

Mon. consignment by appointment only 
(in-home appointments available)

Want to Consign? 
Call 925 846-6600

Some items pictured are one of a kind,
& availability is not guaranteed.

Necklace
Jewelry by Paula

Ret. $68
Brown 

Sweatshirt
8two8

by Kelly Moroney
Ret. $48

Pink Tshirt
8two8

by Kelly Moroney
Ret. $36

Denim Skirt
True Religion
Ret. $99
Brown 
Newsboy Cap
Ret. $19

SEVEN ■ RALPH LAUREN ■ BEBE ■ EILEEN FISHER ■ CITIZENS ■ 8TWO8 ■ BCBG BY MAX AZRIA 
LUCKY ■ TRUE RELIGION ■ BANANA REPUBLIC ■ DKNY ■ J CREW ■ JUICY ■ JEWELRY BY PAULA & MORE!

Unretouched clinical photo taken 
while frowning before and 14 days 

after treatment with Botox® Cosmetic

Also Offering Botox®/Restylane® Treatments

$75 OFF
Botox® Treatment plus 

Free Consultation to new clients only
Safe FDA Approved
Botox®/Restylane®

Lunch, Evening & Saturday appts. available
Dr. David Melamed, MD • Dermatologist

925-846-5614

FREE CONSULTATION
New clients only

Pleasanton
374 St. Mary St.
925 846-5614

San Ramon
2701 Crow Canyon Blvd.
925 837-6400

Shauntrell lost 
weight on our 
program and 
you can too!

Lose weight...and keep it off!
Staffed by professional doctors and nurses
Covered by some insurance companies
Non-medication Programs Available
Evening Hours Available
Maintenance Programs
Gourmet Meals (optional)
Latest FDA Approved Medications

city liaison to community televi-
sion station and cable television 
franchisors such as TV30.
 The position will pay $90,684 
and includes performance-based 
incentives, health benefits and 
membership in the PERS retire-
ment system, among other perks. 
Ott said the salary is commensurate 
with what the city pays its employ-
ees who are in management-level 
positions.

 “Our perspective was that we 
wanted to ensure that in hiring this 
person, we really were hiring a 
professional with some background 
and expertise in communications 
and outreach and so that’s why the 
salary is what it is,” she said.
 According to Salary.com, the sal-
ary range for a community relations 
manager in the Pleasanton area is 
between $61,000 and $122,000, 
which would put the city’s offering 
in the mid-range.
 Ott said that the community rela-
tions manager would in some cases 

act as a city spokesperson, but it’s 
not clear yet what items he or she 
would be speaking to.
 “There are certain topics where 
it might be more appropriate that 
the city manager be the spokesper-
son or our city attorney where it 
would involve legal matters versus 
another type of project that (the 
planning department) would be the 
best point of contact.”
 The city will accept applications 
through Aug. 17 and expects to 
name someone to the position by 
October. ■

The old pulpit used to reside here, on the upper left side of the Lighthouse 
Baptist Church sanctuary.
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Pulpit
(Continued from page 5)

Kottinger
(Continued from page 5)

Spokesperson
(Continued from page 5)

Check out

Town
Square

An online forum to 
Discuss Community Issues • Ask for 

advice • Rate a movie • Review a 
restaurant • and more

The construction of Kottinger Creek included the restoration of the meandering waterway and native plants, which now 
make it self-sustaining. 
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1 week
FREE CLASSES

Now in Pleasanton
(925) 225-1218

U.S.A. WU CHI KUNG FU ACADEMY

Benefits of Kung Fu:
• Self Defense
• Lose Weight
• Self Confi dence

• Improve Health
• Respect & Discipline

5684 Stoneridge Drive
www.wuchikungfu.com

3440-D 
Stanley Blvd.
Pleasanton

925-846-7664

19 Beta Ct.
San Ramon

925-820-5665

Hours: Mon-Sat 8-6

All Smogs Including:
• DMV Renewal
• Test Only
• RV’s
• Gross Polluters

20

Smog King
Every two years... 

You just gotta’ do it.

In & out in 
20 minutes

OFF$

 (925) 484-2757 

Math Reading Writing SAT Study Skills

Call today to learn more about our  
morning and afternoon  

Summer Academic Camp offerings! 

260 Main Street  Downtown Pleasanton 

Enrolling Now! 

5505 Sunol Boulevard, Pleasanton • 925 846 5040
LUMBER & HARDWARE 

Selling Quality Products...Since 1976

       T O T O  Wa s h l e t

680
580

Sunol Blvd Exit
1/4 Mile East

C L O S E D  S U N D A Y S

High Tech Hygiene

Cleanse & Refresh

Heated Warm Water

Heated Seat

Install on Your Toilet

See Your Best! Look Your Best!
• LASIK - on site

(Special pricing & 0% financing 
available)

• New! Bifocal implants 
for cataract surgery

• Medical and surgical treatment 
of eye disease

• Dry Eye Clinic
• Eye examinations
• Contact lenses & Fashion eyewear

 Jonathan Savell, M.D. • Robert Neves, M.D.
Michael Gagnon, M.D. • Jay DeLaney, O.D. 
Gina Trentacosti, O.D. • Amanda Tarr, O.D.
Board Certified Ophthalmologists & Licensed Optometrists

(925) 460-5000
5575 W. Las Positas Blvd #240

Pleasanton, CA 94588

(925) 449-4000
28 Fenton St

LIvermore, CA 94550

ValleyEyeCareCenter.com

NOW 0%
Financing on LASIK

Pleasanton
Real Estate News

by 
Gerarda
Stocking

Gerarda Stocking is the Owner/Broker 
of Stocking Realty.

 Why do these columns exist? Why

try to help you become as well-

educated about real estate matters as

possible?

 There’s a philosophical decision

behind this, and it’s important. An

outmoded idea regarding sales was

that the best client was an uneducated

client, one who might be more pliable

in the hands of a skilled persuader.

This was, and is, utter nonsense...and

today’s sophisticated client drives that

point home every day.

 Indeed, the role of the real estate

professional has gradually changed

over the years. She and he are educa-

tors first and salespeople second. And

the reason is simple. Once you, the

client, have all the information and

background material you need, you

are ready and able to make your own

informed decision. And if we do the

best job possible, the decision you

make will both save you money and

increase your profits, as well as creat-

ing hassle-free transactions.

 And the bottom line is this: An

uneducated client doesn’t really know

if his or her real estate professional

has provided good service, saved him

or her money, helped him or her to

greater profits. The educated client

does--and that’s the client who readily

sends us referrals. So your education

is our investment! If you would like

more education, call Gerarda Stock-

ing at 846-4000 or visit her website at

www.gerardastocking.com.

WHY CLIENTS SHOULD 
BE EDUCATED

by Emily Atwood

 ValleyCare Health System 
announced a new partnership with 
the University of California, San 
Francisco that would provide spe-
cialized pediatric and perinatal care 
to the Tri-Valley.
 Sam Hawgood, physician in chief 
of UCSF’s children’s hospital, said 
everything fell into place about 
nine months ago when ValleyCare 
approached them. UCSF was look-
ing to expand its services to the 
East Bay and beyond, making it 
easier for patients in these areas to 
see a specialist. 
 “There’s a growing increase 
throughout the state [for pediat-
ric and perinatal are],” he said. 
“There’s really a national shortage 
of pediatric subspecialists.”
 In the beginning stages, UCSF 
hospitalists will work part-time at 
ValleyCare. They have planned to 
send pulmonary (lung), gastroin-
testinal, neurological, endocrinal, 
and diabetes specialists, but these 
could change as demands grow. 

 ValleyCare previously shared 
a pediatric hospitalist relation-
ship with Children’s Hospital of 
Oakland, which included a strategic 
plan that would make a community-
based program in Pleasanton. Yet, 
as time went on Chief Operating 
Officer Cindy Noonan said the 
visions of both parties changed, 
which led them to look for another 
partnership.
 Upon realizing the shared vision 
with UCSF, the partnership has 
a three phase strategic plan. The 
phases would include the imple-
mentation of added hospitalists and 
subspecialists with clinic hours. In 
the next three to five years, Noonan 
said they hope to have expanded 
pediatrics into a “hospital within a 
hospital.” Phase three would take 
place in five to 10 years and would 
include a new building to house 
this expansion.
 “We’re very excited and are gear-
ing up to get started,” she said. 
 For emergency care, however, 
the children would still go to a 
children’s hospital. ■

by Janet Pelletier

 After a lengthy search, the East 
Bay Community Foundation has 
named Nicole Taylor as its new pres-
ident and chief executive officer.
 The managing director of the 
Haas Center for Public Service at 
Stanford University will be the first 
black person to lead the foundation 
in its 79-year history, according to 
Spokesman John Pachtner.
 “I am thrilled to be returning to 
the East Bay, a region I care pas-
sionately about,” Taylor said. “I 
look forward to leading the foun-
dation into a new era of leading 
change for the people of Alameda 
and Contra Costa counties.”
 Michael Dalby, chair of the foun-
dation’s board of directors, said 
he believes Taylor will elevate the 
foundation’s visibility.
 “Her knowledge of the challeng-
es facing the East Bay, proven skills 
as a communicator and fundraiser, 
her connections in the local, state 

and national 
worlds of phi-
lanthropy and 
her ability to 
forge impor-
tant solutions 
with public-
policy makers 
at every level 
make her the 
ideal person 
for the job,” he said.
 Taylor previously served as an 
executive at the foundation for nine 
years.
 The foundation manages $285 
million in charitable funds for 
people, families, corporations and 
other organizations.
 She succeeds Michael Howe, who 
left after 13 years in November.
 Before her position at Stanford, 
Taylor was CEO at College Track, 
a nonprofit that gives scholarships 
to students. She will start work 
Sept. 4. ■

East Bay Community 
Foundation 
names CEO

Former Stanford exec Nicole Taylor 
assumes role Sept. 4

ValleyCare, 
UCSF join forces

New partnership to bring children’s, 
women’s health specialists to Tri-Valley

You’ve got good taste
Share your dining experiences

Go to www.PleasantonWeekly.com and post your 
own rating and review of any restaurant!

And…Check out our comprehensive database on 
more than 800 local restaurants, including contact 

information, hours, directions and maps, professional 
and amateur reviews and ratings from across the Web.
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Take Us Along

Newsfront

British artist flies to Pleasanton 
for Firehouse commission

Martin Donlin (left), an artist from East Sussex, England, 
discusses plans for a new piece of art he is creating for 
the Firehouse Art Center with Nancy and Gary Harrington, 
Pleasanton residents who donated funds to commission the 
piece. Donlin flew out to Pleasanton last week to see the 
Firehouse firsthand, speak with the architect and get a feel 
for the Pleasanton community. Although he does not have a 
preliminary design, he is planning on creating two large glass 
pieces with internal lighting that will be at the Firehouse’s 
entrance and exit. The Harringtons chose Donlin for the 
commission after looking at samples of his work and Nancy 
Harrington said the couple was drawn to Donlin’s abstract 
glass pieces that focus on clean lines and dramatic colors. 

R
eb

ecca G
uyon

Weekly by the sea
Nancy and Paul Meglen read the Weekly by the Black Sea in Constanta, Romania.

Cut and paste
Participants at the California Stampin’ & Scrapbooks Scrap Camp take a break from their 

four days of scrapbooking to read the Weekly. Why do we have a feeling this photo will find its 
way into a scrapbook?

IT’S YOUR 
TURN

to VOTE for the

www.PleasantonWeekly.com

Be sure to vote 
by Aug. 24

Vote online 

Weekly lounging
Alyssa, Barb, John, Michael, Katie, Jack and Juanita Young and Gary, Kathy, Ben and Mary 

Ann Spears enjoy lounging with the Weekly during a trip to Cancun, Mexico.
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The
English

Rose 
Tea Room & Gifts

163 West Neal Street
Pleasanton, CA 94566

925.462.6233

Taking time for Tea is not only a 
wonderful way to relax and help reduce 

stress from our busy lifestyles, but 
drinking tea has other amazing health 
benefi ts, as well!  Studies have shown 

that tea is rich in antioxidants, can lead to 
healthier teeth and bones and regular tea 
consumption can improve cardiovascular 

health, to name a few.

 Please experience the lovely tradition of 
Afternoon Tea and enjoy some of the fi nest 
loose tea imported from around the world, 
at The English Rose Tea Room and Gifts.

Join Us For:

846-8826

August 5 at 2:00 Party for participants in the detective club

Thurs. August 9 12:00 Tea with Rys Bowen. Dust off your tiara, practice your curtsey 
and join us for tea with mystery writer Rys Bowen to celebrate her newest novel, Her Royal 
Spyness. A free event.

Wed. August 29 Read It and Eat Luncheon with New York Times ac-
claimed author Mildred Kalish. Her book is Little Heathens: Hard Times 
and High Spirits on an Iowa Farm during 
the Great Depression. $30.00 book and 
lunch; $15.00 lunch only. 
Reservations required.

925 846.7511
614 Main Street, Downtown Pleasanton

Goldsmith and Gemologist Since 1972

ANNUAL STRING-A-LONG
True pearl lovers actually prolong the 
life of their pearls by simply having 
them restrung once a year. And, 
because we’re fully aware that the more 
you wear pearls the more susceptible 
their cords become to breakage, we 
offer professional, reliable restringing as 
well as selling of fi ne pearls. 
So come visit us. We’ll tie the knot over 
and over again. We care.

...because life is good

(925) 461-1110 — Fax (925) 461-1047
420 Main St — Downtown Pleasanton 

MAKE MORNINGS SPECIAL with
Blueberry Pancakes and Waffl es topped with Blueberry Syrup

273 Spring Street 
Pleasanton
(925) 461-3008

Focus On 
Your Feet

Your feet are your 
foundation

Custom foot exercises 
and orthotics  to gain 

strength, stability and 
fl exibility.

Contact the studio 
to start your Pilates 

program today.

For your healthy body information
www.pilatesonspring.com 525 Main Street, Pleasanton 925-426-0832

10% OFF...
With This Ad!
expires 8-31-07

 The Treehouse is an exciting
place to shop to accessorize
your home. We specialize in
Tuscany, old world and tropical
decor. Come browse and check
out the wrought iron, wall art, silk
trees, accent furniture, garden
section and much much more.

925 846 1950
Large Selection of 

Bridal Corsets & Lingerie
Open 7 days

350 Main St at Angela Pleasanton

Garters  Stockings
Sleepwear Loungewear

SwimWear D thru HH

Bras  Panties  Thongs 
Maternity & Sports Bras

Gift Certifi cates
www.lilyannslingerie.com

Massage Oils 
& Kama Sutra Products
Professional Bra Fitting

Hard to Find Sizes
30-44 A-JJ

Shop – Shop – 
Dine – Dine – 

and and 
DiscoverDiscover

DowntownDowntown
PleasantonPleasanton



• Outdoor Fountains 

• Street Lamps

• Statuary 

• Wrought Iron 

• Outdoor Furniture 

• Event Facility
   and more!

252 Main Street
Downtown Pleasanton

925.462.9497
• Wednesday ~ Sunday • 

 www.SerenityStoneworks.com

“ The greatest gift of  the 
garden is the restoration 
of  the five senses.” 

- Hanna Rion

10% OFFGARDEN STREETLAMPSEXP. 8-31-07
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670 Main Street, 
Pleasanton

925–462–0814

Clover Creek

L amps function in many ways...
Task lighting, general 
lighting, and ambient lighting

up to 50% off

Take advantage of our

Summer Sale

Selected Items throughout 
the store. Great savings on 
lamps, furniture, pictures, 

gifts and more.

Downtown Pleasanton’s 
Coldstone Creamery Introduces... 

DOWNTOWN PLEASANTON

349 Main St.

925-600-9177
www.coldstonecreamery.com

• Call to schedule 
   your event!
• Reward your employees 
   with a sundae!

• Employee Incentives • Thank You's to Clients • Weddings 
• Bar Mitzvahs • Quarterly Meetings, etc. 

“THE SUNDAE BAR!”

A Touch of Health has been bringing Pleasanton the very 
best in custom skin and body treatments since 1988. 
Indulge in one of our Skin Care Treatments and get 
delightful, lasting results that will help you achieve true 
radiance. Calm and soothe your senses with one of our 
Massage and Body Treatments. Our Nail Care experts 
can help replenish moisture to your hands and feet with 
manicures and pedicures. Our unique Spa Experience
will leave you feeling luxurious, rejuvenated and beautiful.

l uxurious rejuvenating beautiful

337 St. Mary St. Pleasanton, California    925-484-1726

For the month of 
July bring in this 
ad and receive 

$10    off
a 1 hour massage 

or Facial.
exp. 8-31-07

oo

www.atouchofhealthdayspa.com

Learn about the World of Wine 
by Joining One of Our 6 Different Wine Clubs!

Voted Best Wine Shop in the East Bay ’04,’05,’06

www.thewinesteward.com
641 Main St. • Downtown Pleasanton • 925-600-9463

The Wine Steward is dedicated to teaching our customers about 
the World of Wine. A fun way to learn more about wine is to join 

1 of our 6 different Wine Clubs. Starting at just $20 a month 
you will receive 2 bottles of wine with complete notes on the 

wines, the winery and facts about the area where the wines are 
produced. With 6 Wine Clubs to choose from you are sure to be 
able to find a Club that would cover your areas of interest. Our 
Wine Club members receive discounts on all of their purchases 
and also get invited to our Wine Club parties twice a year. Stop 

by and let us tell you more about joining a club!”

What's Up 
DOWNTOWN

w w w. P l e a s a n t o n D ow n t ow n . n e t

Downtown'sDowntown's 
Farmers MarketFarmers Market 

SaturdaysSaturdays 
9am-1pm9am-1pm
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$1000 VALUE
Receive 2 FREE 
IPL Photofacials 

with purchase of 3.

New clients only. 
Mention this ad. PLW

Exp. 9-30-07

$75 OFF
BOTOX®, Restylane®, 
Juvederm or Perlane

New clients only. 
Mention this ad. PLW

Exp. 9-30-07

Our Satisfi ed Customers 
have made us...

Robert F. Gray, 
MD, FACS

#1 Botox

#1 Restylane/Radiesse

#1 Laser Hair & Vein

Receive medically 
supervised therapies 
including BOTOX®,
Restylane®,
RadiesseTM, IPLTM

Photofacial and 
Thermage®. Meet with 
Dr. Gray to discuss 
cosmetic surgery. 
Trust your face and 
body only to a true 
specialist.

Who’s the Best in Pleasanton? 

Enjoy relaxing facials and massages. 
Indulge in enhancing  body treatments.

Lunchtime, Evening & Weekend Appointments
Financing & Gift Certifi cates Available

531 Main Street,
 Downtown Pleasanton

925.846.2772
 www.mdlaserspa.com

200 Ray St. Pleasanton 925-600-0460

Carrying all the latest fashion trends

350 Main Street, Suite E
Pleasanton, CA 94566

925-249-1209
www.shopsugarshack.com

…a sweet lil’ clothing boutique

 Joe’s Jeans
Betsey Johnson

 Free People
Ann Ferriday

Housecalls

Networking

Ken Cook
(925) 485-9040
(925) 989-7722 mobile
pc-medic@email.com
www.trivalleypcmedic.com

4917 Golden Road
Pleasanton, CA 94566

3180 Santa Rita Road
Pleasanton (925) 484-1001  

www.girasolegrill.com

“Fresh Italian with a California Attitude”

Why go ‘Downtown’…. 
When you can go ‘Uptown’

Girasole serves “ Fresh Italian with a 
California Attitude” and features 
signature cuisine in a warm Tuscan 
villa setting. Experience Absolut! 
Prawns, Chicken Gorgi, Salmon 
Provencale, our daily fresh catch and 
savory steaks...And of course, our 
infamous ‘Scoozzi’! We have a 
private banquet room and a full bar.

310 Main Street, Ste. A, Downtown Pleasanton
925-461-3113 Reservations

www.staceyscafe.com

Fresh California Cuisine
Come as you are and enjoy our dining room, 

banquet room, outdoor patios, and full bar

Open for Lunch and Dinner

VOTED BEST 
COSMO by 

Diablo 
Magazine

IT’S YOUR TURN

2 0 0 72 0 0 7

BEST OFBEST OF

W W W

TO VOTE FOR THE

The Pleasanton Weekly is once again asking you
for the best places to eat, drink, shop and spend time in

This year’s theme is a salute to the best-selling board 
But just as this game has changed and evolved, so has

Pleasanton. With several new categories and voting entir
2007 Best of Pleasanton will make you feel like you’ve be

Out of Jail Free card and looted the Community 

The online ballot will be available
Aug. 3 through Aug. 24. 

Go directly to www.PleasantonWee
Do not pass up the opportunity to vote for your 

in the Best of Pleasanton!
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W. P L E A S A N T O N W E E K L Y. C O M

Around town
Best auto dealership
Best auto detail
Best car repair 
Best car wash
Best computer repair
Best golf course
Best pet groomer
Best photographer
Best place for dance lessons
Best place to get a traffic ticket
Best place to have a first date
Best place to people watch
Best Pleasanton real estate office
Best tire store / service center
Best tutoring school
Best veterinarian
Best video / DVD store

Specialty retail
Best art gallery
Best bicycle shop
Best bookstore
Best florist
Best framing store
Best hobby / craft store
Best health food store
Best jewelry
Best lingerie wear
Best men’s clothing store
Best pet store
Best place to buy a gift
Best place to buy athletic equip-
ment
Best place to buy a musical instru-
ment
Best place to buy cookware
Best toy store
Best wine store
Best women’s clothing store

Personal care and pampering 
Best acupuncture 
Best dry cleaner
Best hair salon for women

Best hair salon for men
Best manicure/pedicure
Best massage
Best medical spa

Epicure
Best American food restaurant
Best “assemble your own” meal 
store
Best atmosphere
Best bakery
Best barbecue
Best burger
Best breakfast
Best burrito
Best Chinese restaurant
Best french fries
Best French restaurant
Best ice cream/yogurt Shop
Best independent coffee house
Best Indian restaurant
Best Italian restaurant
Best Japanese/Sushi restaurant
Best kid-friendly, non chain res-
taurant
Best Main Street restaurant
Best margarita
Best meal under $20
Best Mediterranean/Middle 
Eastern restaurant
Best Mexican restaurant
Best outdoor dining
Best pizza
Best place for a business lunch
Best romantic restaurant
Best seafood restaurant
Best steakhouse
Best takeout
Best Thai restaurant
Best winery

Let’s Get Physical
Best bike or walking trail
Best health club
Best martial arts studio

Best place to jog
Best place to walk a dog
Best yoga / pilates

At home
Best antiques store
Best carpet cleaners
Best carpet store
Best consignment shop
Best flooring store
Best hardware store
Best handyman
Best home consignment store
Best home furnishings
Best kitchen/bath remodeler
Best landscaper / designer
Best outdoor/patio furniture store
Best plumber
Best pool service
Best roofer

Stepping Out
Best place for a picnic
Best place for an after-work drink
Best place for dancing
Best place for live music
Best place to get together with 
friends
Best place to meet new people
Best theater company

 to vote 
n Pleasanton.

game ever. 
s our Best of 
rely online, the 
een given a Get 
Chest!

e

ekly.com. 
favorites 
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4501 Hopyard Rd, Pleasanton
734-0307

Open daily from 11am
www.redsmokegrill.com

Family Meals To Go
Meals include four corn muffins and two large sides.

Rotisserie Chicken. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $16.99
Tri-Tip
  1 1/2 pound. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25.99
  2 pound. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $29.99
Slab-and-a-Half of Ribs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $26.99
One Pound Tri-Tip and Whole Chicken. . . . . $32.99
Full Slab of Ribs & Whole Chicken. . . . . . . . $32.99
One Pound Tri-Tip and Whole Slab. . . . . . . . $36.99

Voted Pleasanton’s 
Best Takeout!

Sides
Small Side Salad, 
French Fries, Roasted 
Corn Salad, Potato 
Salad, Creamy Cole 
Slaw, Santa Maria Style 
Beans, Chicken Tortilla 
Soup, Mashed Potatoes

Simply the fi nest in Produce, Wine, Meat and Deli

Voted #1
BEST

Grocery Store
in the Tri-Valley

Years of Freshness, Quality & 
Service since 192879 

2803 Hopyard Road • Pleasanton • 925-846-8220

Your Hometown Grocer
Come for the quality, leave with the savings!

Mon-Sat 8PM-9PM • Sunday 9AM-8PM

THE PANDA
Savory Delights of Northern China

30 West Angela St., Downtown Pleasanton

(925) 484-4880
www.pandapleasanton.com

Private Banquet 
Room

Take Out

2004 / 2005  /  2006 Winner

205 A Main St. Pleasanton  
( Behind Vic’s All Star Cafe ) 

925.249.YARN

Be a part of the 
Mother Bear Project... 

See our website! 
www.yourknittingplace.com

Come See What’s New From

www.passionateathlete.net
440 Main Street, Downtown Pleasanton 925.931.0775

8 Broadway Lane, Walnut Creek 925.944.1118

L Consulting
Julie Loomis, CPA

Accounting and Tax Services

J

JL Consulting is a full-service Certified
Public Accounting firm that has been
serving the Pleasanton area since 2001. We
provide accurate and confidential services
for both individuals and
businesses that are designed
to save time and money.

Call today to get started
(925) 846-1859

Tips, tools & techniques for today’s cooks

Brownies ...the #1 reason you 
should learn to cook.

Cooking classes
start in September!

310-B Main Street .. Pleasanton .. 925-600-PANS
www.pansonfire.com
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by Jeb Bing

A group called Friends of Pleasanton 
started collecting signatures from 
registered voters this week in an 

effort to place an initiative on the November 
2008 ballot that would block most planned 
development on Staples Ranch to preserve 
the 124-acre site for parks, open space and 
recreational use.
 Anne Fox, chairwoman of the Pleasanton 
Planning Commission, and Matt Morrison, a 
local payroll tax analyst and member of the 
Sierra Club, are co-sponsors of the “Green 
Belt Initiative,” which has become a con-
troversial measure that some civic leaders 
and organizations, including the Pleasanton 
Chamber of Commerce, say could cost the 
city millions of dollars in lost tax revenue 
and up to 800 independent and assisted living 
apartments for senior citizens.
 Morrison agreed that his initiative would 
cancel out, at least for now, the proposal by 
Continuing Life Communities for a private, 
for-profit senior care facility. He said, how-
ever, that his group changed its initiative to 
allow the Hendrick Automotive Group of 
Pleasanton to build a new auto mall at the 
far northeast corner of Staples Ranch. An 
earlier initiative filed by the Friends group 
would have barred that plan, too, Morrison 
said. But supporters, after meeting with 

Hendrick executives, realized that the long-
time Pleasanton dealer and community sup-
porter had nowhere else to build the mall 
within the city limits and was under pressure 
from auto manufacturers to expand.
 Morrison, Fox, former Planning 
Commission Chairman Brian Arkin and oth-
ers have been successful so far in appealing 
to passersby at shopping centers to sign their 
new initiative, which would permit Hendrick 
to build on Staples. To qualify the measure 
for the ballot box, they must gain the signa-
tures of at least 10 percent of the registered 
voters in the last (2006) municipal election, 
or about 3,600 signatures. To make sure they 
have enough signatures from actual regis-
tered voters, Morrison said the group plans 
to obtain more than 4,000 before submitting 
their paperwork to the Alameda County 
Registrar of Voters. They have six months 
from last Friday to file the documents.
 Although they plan to place the initiative 
on the November 2008 ballot, when the 
presidential, congressional, state, local and 
school board elections are expected to gener-
ate a large voter turnout, they could also call 
a special election at anytime after their bal-
lot measure is qualified. A special election 
would cost about $200,000 with city taxpay-
ers picking up the bill.
 Morrison acknowledged that the Friends 

Staples RanchStaples Ranch
Why some are fighting toWhy some are fighting to 
preserve it for parks, trails, sportspreserve it for parks, trails, sports

Cover Story

Aerial view of 124-acre Staples Ranch looking southeast shows El Charro-I-580 Interchange at lower right. Staples Ranch, owned by Alameda County and unincorporated, is bordered by El Charro on 
the east, I-580 on the north, Pleasanton Meadows and homes in the Stoneridge Drive corridor on the west, and gravel companies on the south. It is designated as an airport protection zone because 
pilots generally take off from Livermore Airport and fly over Staples Ranch to avoid populated areas in Pleasanton.

Artist’s rendering of current development plan for Staples Ranch, showing homes along Palomino, 
Staples Ranch Road, West Las Positas and Stoneridge Drive. Rest of the site is outside of 
Pleasanton on land owned and controlled by Alameda County. At top right is proposed Hendrick 
Auto Group Mall; top middle, senior assisted and independent living facility; lower middle, four-
sheet ice rink; bottom middle, community sports park. Photo courtesy City of Pleasanton.

C
ourtesy H

end
rick A

uto G
roup

C
ity of P

leasanton



Cover Story

group has a problem even if it obtains the 
necessary signatures, puts the measure on a 
ballot and then wins approval.
 Staples Ranch is not part of Pleasanton, 
and the initiative would affect only property 
within the city limits. It would probably take 
a court ruling after the initiative receives 
voter approval to determine its impact on 
Alameda County, which owns the property. 
 “They’re a bit late in trying to change 
the development agreement we have with 
the city of Pleasanton—the Memorandum 

of Understanding, or MOU,” said County 
Supervisor Scott Haggerty. “By November 
2008, this project will be well under way.”
 Morrison doesn’t think so, and even 
scoffs at worries by some opponents that the 
underdeveloped parcel could be annexed by 
Livermore if not developed entirely by the 
county of Alameda.
 “We haven’t seen any specific development 
plans at the city or county level and those 
take months, if not years, to finalize,” he 
said. “As for Livermore, its mayor (Marshall 
Kamena) has already said he doesn’t want 
the Continuing Life Communities facility 
on Staples, which is part of the airport 
protection zone for planes flying out of 
Livermore Airport. Besides, to annex the 
property, Livermore would have to amend its 
General Plan, get voter approval to extend 
its urban boundary line, win approval from 
LAFCO (the Alameda County Local Agency 
Formation Commission) and then hold the 
required municipal hearings before any 
building permits could be issued. That also 
could take years.”
 Morrison and Fox reached their decisions to 
do something to protect Staples Ranch inde-

pendently. Fox lives in the Stoneridge Road 
corridor near Staples and Morrison lives just 
off West Las Positas, which ends at Staples 
and once was the main planned connector 
street through Pleasanton to Livermore.
 Both watched as city officials entertained 
development proposals for Staples. In 1996, 
housing developer Kaufman and Broad, now 
KB Home, filed a plan to build 333 hous-
ing units on Staples—231 homes and 80 
low-income, high-density smaller units that 
would back onto Interstate 580. The bid 

would have rezoned 45 acres of the agricul-
tural land for residential and another 34-37 
acres for a sports park that KB Home would 
develop and give to the city.
 Livermore opposed the plan because 
of its airport flight path and, later, the 
Pleasanton City Council refused to certify 
the Environmental Impact Report that KB 
needed to go forward. The EIR cited poten-
tially excessive noise for the future residents, 
both from the freeway and planes taking off 
from Livermore Airport.
 “When I recall that study and then look 
at the current city-county plan to allow 600-
800 senior apartments on this same site, I 
have a problem,” Fox said. “Livermore is 
increasing its airport operations and now 
projects 380,000 flight take-offs and landings 
a year by 2020. This is no place to house our 
seniors.”
 Instead, Fox wants Continuing Life 
Communities and the city to consider relo-
cating the planned senior facility to a 20-acre 
site Ponderosa Homes’ Ironwood communi-
ty, a site where the Pleasanton school district 
recently cancelled its option to purchase.
 Fox, who was appointed to the Planning 

Commission by then-Mayor Tom Pico in 
2003, said the purpose of the initiative is to 
stop all development on Staples Ranch, except 
for the auto mall, until a citizens group can 
develop a plan for the east side of town.
 Hers is not a new idea. The City Council 
announced plans for an East Side Specific 
Plan study in 1998 after voters rescinded 
the council’s approval of a near 300-home 
housing development on the Busch prop-
erty, where Ponderosa later won approval 
to build its 98-home community. In August 

1998, the East Side Study Committee was 
formed with 80 percent of its members from 
the community and 20 percent represent-
ing developers. Interviews were conducted, 
and although Fox’s husband Richard Pugh’s 
application wasn’t accepted, they joined oth-
ers in a crowded City Council chamber a few 
months later for the kick-off ceremonies, 
only to hear the council vote to cancel the 
study until after its had completed work on 
acquisition, planning and development of the 
Bernal property.
 In 2002, IKEA approached Pleasanton 
about building on Staples Ranch, but moved 
its bid to Dublin because of uncertainty here 
over Stoneridge Drive and east side planning. 
The Swedish home furnishings store later 
dropped its plans to build in Dublin.
 Since then, most public debate has focused 
on extending Stoneridge Drive. Earlier this 
year, the council, whose members had been 
opposed to the extension, switched course 
and approved a county-city agreement that 
would keep the extension in the city’s new 
General Plan and also allow it when regional 
traffic conditions proved more acceptable to 
Pleasanton.

“This came as a result of the county and 
neighboring cities refusing to widen and 
improve Highway 84 between I-580 and I-
680, which Pleasanton wants to see happen,” 
Morrison said. “With the City Council now 
allowing Stoneridge Drive to be extended, 
it’s likely we’ll also see an effort to move 
forward to improve Highway 84.”
 But Morrison said he and the Sierra Club 
oppose widening Highway 84 because that 
would encourage urban sprawl.
 Reflecting on this history of Staples 
Ranch, Morrison remembers floating down 
the Las Positas Creek on an inner tube before 
Staples Ranch was split into two and devel-
oped on the west side. Las Positas Creek has 
now been channeled underground, but the 
heritage trees and special grasses and unin-
terrupted vistas are still there and Morrison 
wants to see those preserved.
 “We don’t want to lose that beauty and this 
initiative will help to ensure that we don’t,” 
Morrison said.
 Staples Ranch is one of the few under-
developed large tracts of land available to 
Pleasanton. According to the agreement 
Pleasanton signed with Alameda County, the 
acreage would be developed with the auto 
mall, senior care facility and a four-rink ice 
skating and hockey arena, to be built by a 
subsidiary of the San Jose Sharks. Recently 
approved on a conceptual basis by the City 
Council, the ice rink would take part of the 
sports park, whose size has dwindled from 
37 acres when it was going to be developed 
by KB Home, to 17 acres. There could still 
be lighted sports fields for baseball, football, 
lacrosse and tennis, although a specific plan 
has not been proposed.
 It’s the lack of a long-range, citizen-pre-
pared development plan that has provoked 
Fox, Morrison and others to demand that all 
development plans for Staples Ranch, again 
except for the auto mall, be stopped. They 
want the council to re-commit to a citizens’ 
study group for the east side and also want 
the bulk of Staples preserved for community 
activities, much as the council and voters 
have stipulated for the Bernal property.
 The known history of Staples Ranch 
goes back to the mid-1800s when President 
Lincoln signed a presidential decree granting 
the land to Delores Pacheco. Over the years, 
as California became a state and the cities of 
Livermore and Pleasanton were organized, 
Staples Ranch shrunk as roads, homes and 
the Livermore Airport were developed.
 After World War II, Alameda County 
acquired Staples Ranch as a site for its “reha-
bilitation center,” which is now the county jail 
in Dublin. Pleasanton tried to annex the land in 
2001, but had no development plan or funds to 
buy the land from Alameda County, where the 
acreage is now priced at $1 million an acre. 
 How to acquire Staples from the county is 
another unanswered question for the Friends 
of Pleasanton group if their initiative wins at 
the ballot box.
 Supporters recall that the city of Pleasanton 
asked voters to approve a $50-million bond 
issue to buy a part of the Bernal property in 
2000, a bond issue that required a two-third 
majority vote in favor for approval. It lost by 
less than two percentage points.
 “There’s no reason we couldn’t seek that 
approval again to acquire Staples Ranch,” 
Morrison said. “After all, everyone is inter-
ested in doing what is best for Pleasanton, 
whether they support our initiative or not. 
We may have different views on how things 
should be done, but in the end we have the 
same objectives in mind: a better quality of 
life for out community.
 For more information, visit the Friends 
of Pleasanton Web site at www.friendsof-
pleasanton.org. For opposing views, visit the 
Pleasanton Chamber of Commerce’s Web site 
at www.pleasanton.org/pleasantonfirst.htm. ■

Old parchment map shows what is believed to be an early land grant of Staples Ranch and surrounding properties to Jose Delores Pacheco or 
Francisco Alvariso in mid-1800s. Courtesy of Matt Morrison.

“This is no place to house our seniors.”
—Anne Fox 

chairwoman of the Pleasanton Planning Commission

C
ourtesy Friend

s of P
leasanton
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OpinionOpinion
Editorial

Sale of RR corridor 
and a century 

of Southern Pacific history
 At long last, the 15-year effort by Pleasanton to take 
control of the so-called transportation corridor through 
our downtown is coming to an end. In a deal brokered 
by Mayor Jennifer Hosterman and City Manager Nelson 
Fialho, Supervisor Scott Haggerty and the county Board 
of Supervisors have tentatively agreed to sell the 10-acre, 
eight-block-long strip of land to the city for a yet-to-be-
disclosed price, but probably somewhat over $6 million. 
 That was a price Haggerty mentioned at a Pleasanton 
Chamber of Commerce meeting last January. Alameda 
County bought the former railroad right-of-way from 
Southern Pacific Railway in 1989 after that railroad was 
merged into the Union Pacific. Freight trains that use to roll 
through the heart of downtown for most of the 20th century 
were mercifully moved to the Union Pacific tracks several 
blocks to the west. That move cleared up traffic problems 
on downtown streets, except for the crossing still at grade 
level on Santa Rita Road, where an underpass still needs to 
be added.
 Haggerty is almost tearful when he talks about the intra-
county transportation hopes that went with acquiring the 
right-of-way, hopes that are now dashed forever by the 
sale of the corridor to Pleasanton. He acknowledges that 
the corridor has had so many encroachments by develop-
ments being extended a bit too close to the right-of-way 
that to make uses of it today would be to costly. Although 
he couldn’t talk the supervisors into giving the right-of-
way to Pleasanton, although he wanted to, the price is a 
fair one that will reimburse the county for its purchase 
price and expenses.
 Pleasanton has sought the corridor for years to help 
improve off-street parking needed by downtown business-
es, their customers and their employees. Several blocks are 
used for parking now under a month-to-month lease agree-
ment between the city and county, Now the loftier objec-
tives of the Downtown Specific Plan can kick into place, 
with grading and paving scheduled for the corridor strips 
once the purchase is approved by both the county board and 
City Council, which is expected in early September. Also 
planned are bicycle and hiking trails so that both bikers 
and pedestrians can pass through the downtown between 
First and Main streets in a treed, park-like setting. Even the 
dirt section of the corridor behind Pleasanton Plaza and the 
weedy section north of Graham-Hitch Mortuary are slated 
for cosmetic improvement.
 Of course, it’s always sad to say goodbye to a bit of his-
tory. At one time, the Southern Pacific was a giant among 
railroads with its massive steam engines and thousands of 
miles of track accelerating the West’s development, includ-
ing Pleasanton’s. By the 1970s, the rail line was a shadow 
of its former self. In 1975 there were a mere 123 cars, and 
Southern Pacific petitioned the government to abandon the 
line. The request was granted two years later and opera-
tions ended in 1978. 
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Be careful with your 
valuables
Dear Editor, 
 On July 13, I went to a discount 
retail store in Dublin with my sister 
and 2-year-old son whom I placed 
in the cart with my bag. They 
were reorganizing their shelves and 
some carts were blocking aisles 
like the toy section. The cart was 
a few steps away from me when 
I reached for a toy for my son. In 
those few seconds, someone stole 
my wallet. It was later found in 
Livermore, but the cash and green 
card were gone.
 We learned later on that at least 
four pick pocketing instances had 
been reported recently in this store. 
We were told that it is not their 
responsibility to warn shoppers not 
to leave their bags in the carts. And I 
thought I was in a safe store. Times 
have changed and we really have 
to be careful with our valuables. I 
am sharing this so other moms and 
ladies would be more vigilant and 
be spared of what I went through. 
It certainly can happen to anyone, 

anywhere at anytime.
Maria Fitzpatrick, Pleasanton

Murals on Main Street
 Artist Gary Winter recently 
completed the new mural on St. 
Mary Street (at Main Street) and I 
compliment Gary for this very nice 
piece of work. However, I have 
heard it called the first mural on 
Main Street. This is not actually 
correct and I would like to direct 
attention to the Mural at 818 Main 
St., which was completed to recog-
nize Pleasanton’s 75th Anniversary 
in 1969. The mural depicts the 
Pleasanton (Amador Valley) area 
100 years earlier in 1869. This 
mural was completed as part of 
Pleasanton’s Fiesta 75 celebration.
 Then 25 years later, in 1994, the 
mural in Civic Park at the South 
end of Main Street was completed 
as part of Pleasanton’s Centennial 
Celebration.
 Since Gary’s mural is not actu-
ally on Main Street, in all fairness 
we should probably also recognize 
the mural at the Meadowlark Dairy 
on W. Neal Street between Main 
Street and Railroad Avenue that 
clearly depicts Pleasanton’s family 
farming history.
 While not the “first mural,” 

Gary’s is still a very nice addition 
to our historic downtown.

George Withers, Pleasanton

Initiatives don’t meet 
seniors’ needs

Dear Editor,
 The two initiatives filed with 
the Pleasanton city clerk regarding 
Staples Ranch ignore an unmet need 
in the Valley. The Continuing Life 
Communities Community (CLC) 
planned for the Staples Ranch site 
is an attractive living alternative 
for valley residents or their parents 
who are more than 50 years of age. 
CLC’s provide lifetime benefits for 
seniors as they age. This includes 
initial independent living, assis-
tance with activities of daily living 
as may be needed later in life, and 
skilled nursing care if necessary.
 Residents of CLCs decide their 
own future, rather than having 
someone else decide for them. 
They have the assurance of an 
appropriate living situation without 
the disruption of relocating from 
one community to another should 
a change of lifestyle be required. 
Aging in place provides peace of 
mind, not only for the individual, 
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Dr. Sara Denman
Licensed Psychologist | PSY19808

Areas of Dr. Denman’s expertise include, but are not limited to: 
parenting challenges, eating issues, substance abuse, 

anxiety, depression, past and present trauma, life changes, 
and all forms of PTSD including Veterans.

Talking Points
by Gina Channell-Allen

 I received a letter from a 
Pleasanton resident who read that 
the Pleasanton Weekly is obligated 
to run its editorials by the mem-
bers of the Pleasanton Chamber of 
Commerce before publication and 
wondered if that was true.
 Fortunately, it is not. The 
Pleasanton Weekly enjoys indepen-
dence and editorial freedom from 
governmental and business influ-
ences. The only individuals who 
have to “sign off” on the editorial 
are the editor, Jeb Bing, and me. 
 A newspaper’s editorial column 
is an article expressing the opin-
ion of the editors and publishers. 
The way newspapers approach the 
creation of these opinion pieces is 
as varied as the different sizes and 
styles of newspapers in the world. 
At some newspapers, the editorial 
board, comprised of staffers with 
different roles in the newsroom and 
different backgrounds, will gather 
and discuss an issue, eventually 
arriving at the stance of the news-
paper. The editorial page editor 
will draft the editorial based on 
that discussion for approval from 
the other board members. At other 
newspapers, the “editorial board” 
is comprised of the editor and a 
few reporters; some boards consist 
of the editor and publisher. Some 
boards meet and discuss the topic; 
others have the editor draft the col-
umn and the other board members 
approve or argue their points elec-
tronically. 
 Regardless of who does the 

writing and how the discussions 
take place, the two most important 
points of an editorial are 1) it is the 
agreed upon stance of the newspa-
per and 2) it is free from influence 
of others outside the newsroom and 
the publisher’s office. 
 These outside influences include 
government agencies and business-
es—particularly advertisers of the 
newspaper. The American Society 
of Newspaper Editors’ canon of 
ethics states that to be a newspaper 
of integrity, the publication must 
have “freedom from all obligations 
except fidelity to the public inter-
est.” This is crucial when “tough 
reporting” is necessary. 
 A case in point as to why this 
separation of the newsroom, the pub-
lication’s advertisers—and even its 
advertising department—is impor-
tant: In the late 1990s, I was at a 
daily newspaper in the Chicago area 
and there was a murder outside of a 
local carpet store. The owner of the 
store, Norm, an advertiser who spent 
thousands of dollars monthly with 
the publication, called and asked 
that we not report where the murder 
happened because it would reflect 
badly on the business. We refused the 
request because it was the public’s 
right to know when and where the 
murder had occurred; and it was 
because of this that we reported that 
information in all the murder stories 
we had the unfortunate cause to pub-
lish. 
 Norm threatened to pull the 
advertising from the paper if we 

didn’t comply. He did pull his ads, 
albeit after several angry phone 
calls to the editors, the publisher 
and the advertising manager. He 
threatened to tell all his fellow busi-
nessmen that the newspaper did not 
support local business and they, too, 
should pull their advertising. There 
was angst, tension and pleas from 
the advertising department to kow-
tow to the advertiser’s demands. 
 The advertising manager later 
said he would have lost all respect 
for our editorial department if we 
had given in to the advertiser’s 
demands. (That admission, howev-
er, came after Norm decided it was 
hurting his business too much to be 
out of the paper and returned.) 
 Businesses and business people, 
and organizations such as cham-
bers of commerce, contribute to 
a community in more than just a 
fiduciary manner. They are an inte-
gral part of the social setting and 
what happens, good or otherwise, 
is likely to be read with interest. 
However, it is imperative to keep 
advertisers at an arm’s length for 
the times when the tough reporting, 
or a tough editorial, is necessary. 

Gina Channell-Allen, a 20-
year journalism veteran, is the 
president of the East Bay divi-

sion of Embarcadero Publishing 
Company, president of The 

Pleasanton Weekly and publisher 
of The Danville Weekly. Send 

questions to gallen@pleasanton-
weekly.com. 

Who calls the shots?
Editorial independence imperative to a newspaper’s integrity

(continued on page 20)
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Service • Security • Success

by Cheryl Cook-Kallio

 As a teacher, I have taught the 
inner workings of government to 
thousands of students. I want my 
students to 
understand 
that in a par-
t i c i p a t o r y 
democracy, 
one must 
participate. 
I want them 
to know 
that service 
makes a dif-
ference in 
this country; 
and most of 
all that service is necessary, acces-
sible and meaningful. As I reflect 
on the first seven months of my 
City Council term, I am in awe of 
the contributions of those who live 
and work here. 
 I get to look at government from 
the inside. It is exhilarating and 
harder than it looks. It is impossible 
to please everyone. Government is 
the compilation of many interests 
and sometimes those interests are 
in direct competition. One has to 
see the future and plan for it. The 
council is important. However, we 
rely on those people who support 
us to understand the institutional 
memory of the city. A typical week 
includes daily phone calls and 
emails from City Hall making sure 
that we are updated. Constituents 
weigh in the same way. Additional 
meetings are often scheduled. We 
receive packets at least weekly 
that can be six inches thick, all 
of which need to be read and 
digested. Those packets include 
everything sent to a council mem-
ber: announcements, invitations, 
constituent concerns, information 
from other government agencies 
and reports from city staff. It does 
not end there.
 Invariably, council members 
will have questions prior to the 
council meeting. The questions are 

vetted through staff, which often 
causes them to go in multiple 
directions. I admire and appreciate 
those people who spend their lives 
behind the scenes working to pro-
vide electeds and the community 
with the necessary information to 
make well-informed decisions. We 
are privy to all of the questions 
and all of the answers, however 
discussion between the five of 
us occurs at the dais. During the 
public meeting, people are encour-
aged to participate, uninterrupted. 
Sometimes this is the most dif-
ficult. When advocating for oneís 
position the big picture can be 
lost. The councilís job is to see the 
big picture and we are elected to 
make decisions. I come away from 
the experience with a deep sense 
of how hard everyone has worked 
for whatever cause they viewed as 
important.
 In a city that has just received 
the highest approval rating in 
anyoneís memory, Pleasanton has 
many things of which to be proud. 
The council meetings are lengthy 
because people in Pleasanton love 
to be involved and participate.  
This creates a personal connection 
to the city government.  We live 
in a wonderful place that we can 
attribute to the foresight of those 
who have served before us.
 Few people ever find themselves 
doing what I get to do everyday. I 
live what I teach.  I am modeling 
the behavior that I hope to instill 
in my students. I have had extraor-
dinary opportunities in my life and 
right now I serve the people of 
Pleasanton. It makes me increas-
ingly thankful for this opportunity 
and I love every minute of it.

Cheryl Cook-Kallio, who is a 21-
year resident of Pleasanton, was 

first elected to the City Council 
last November 2006. She teaches 

AP Government/We the People 
and AP U.S. History at Irvington 

High School in Fremont, where 
she just finished her 30th year.

How good does it get?
by Cheryl Cook-Kallio

Guest Opinion
but also for other family members 
who know the needs of their loved 
one are being met.
 If you or your parents are inter-
ested in continuing to live in 
Pleasanton after retirement, you 
will want to learn about the CLC 
planned for the Staples Ranch prop-
erty. Unfortunately, it can only move 
forward under the plan presented to 
the City of Pleasanton.
 If you are asked to sign a petition 
to put the two initiatives on the bal-
lot, just say, “no.”

Barbara Hempill , Pleasanton

Driver thanks passing 
motorist, Officer Dunn

Dear Editor, 
 While driving with family on 
Valley Avenue, the car stalled leav-
ing us in a dangerous situation. 
A passing motorist helped get the 
vehicle to a safe area. While waiting 
for a tow truck, Officer Dunn of the 

Pleasanton Police arrived. He made 
sure everyone was OK. He left, 
but was back within minutes with 
bottled water for us. Our thanks 
to the unknown motorist and to 
Officer Dunn for being so helpful. 
It gives us pleasure knowing we live 
in a community with such caring 
people. 

Russell Emerson, Pleasanton

City parks shouldn’t 
house ice arena
Dear Editor, 
 Every city park should strive to 
preserve visually boundless areas. 
Park facilities for sports such as 
baseball, soccer, lacrosse, football, 
softball, jogging, swimming, BMX, 
in-line skating, kites, etc. all do not 
require solid walls, roofed build-
ings and heavy industrial electrical 
equipment. Ice arenas require all 
of this—none of which belongs 
in a city park. This type of venue 
should be erected within the con-
fines of a light industrial zone, 
where buildings, equipment noise, 
and large electrical and ice mak-
ing equipment are acceptable. If 

the city wants to participate in a 
partnership with private enterprise 
to create and maintain ice facilities, 
great—but do not place this kind of 
complex in what is supposed to be 
an open-space recreational area.
 Ice arenas require heavy-duty, 
electrically powered cooling equip-
ment which must run 24/7, 365 
days a year and will consume vast 
amounts of power. They also gener-
ate vast amounts of heat and emis-
sions global warming contribu-
tions! The little league scoreboard 
at fields 5 and 6 at the sports park 
are solar-powered! That is the kind 
of equipment that is acceptable.
 Please do not allow the ice com-
plex to go forward on city park 
land. Please do create and maintain 
any facility that preserves open 
space. Please do create and maintain 
any facility where the only energy 
required is renewable. Please create 
and maintain any facility where the 
only heat generated is from active 
kids and adults enjoying sports 
and other activities in a beautiful 
outdoor space!

Ron Dronkers, Pleasanton

Letters
(continued from page 19)
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115 Announcements
Adoption

Considering Adoption? We match 
Birthmothers with Families nationwide. 

LIVING EXPENSES 
PAID. Toll Free 24/7 Abby's One True 
Gift Adoptions 866-413-6293. (AAN 

CAN) Start Week Of: 7/2/2007 
Become Dietary Manager 
(average annual salary $40,374) in 
eight months in online training pro-
gram offered by Tennessee Technology 
Center. Details www.TTCElizabethton.
edu, 1-888-986-2368 or email patricia.
roark@ttcelizabethton.edu. (Cal-SCAN)

Considering Adoption?
We match Birthmothers with Families 

nationwide. Living Expenses Paid. 
Toll Free 24/7 Abby’s One True Gift 

Adoptions. 1-866-459-3369. (Cal-SCAN) 

* DEADLINE *

The Pleasanton/Danville Weekly
Classifi ed Advertising

deadline is:

Tuesday 12 Noon
through the business offi ce

925-600-0840 x12

Tuesday 11:59 PM
through Fogster.com 

Avoid the last-minute rush -
Place your ad early! 

FREE CONSULTATION ON 
Retirement strategies, Life Insurance, 
Financial Plannning, College Planning, 
Annuities, Mutual Funds, No Obligation, 
Call for Appt 925-353-4822 (Hiring 
Agents,Will Train)

Grand Opening Party for Singles
Pain Mgmt Betty Runnels, MA
Win Poker Tournaments Online 
Learn just what the pros do to win big 
money with little risk. Free video series 
at http://www.MZoneReport.com (AAN 
CAN)

130 Classes & 
Instruction

Tutoring by Cred. Teacher
Algebra/Geometry/English
Call Vicki 925-846-4241 or

925-548-1666

133 Music Lessons
HARP LESSONS FOR ALL AGES
Try something new for Summer! 

Call Bennetta Heaton 
(925) 820-1169 

~ located in Danville ~
LEARN TO SING & PERFORM !

Voice Studio of Cherie Michael
Call 925-462-4419

for further information and to reserve 
your weekly lessons.

Piano Lessons 
Call Courtney (925)600-1573

135 Group Activities
CO-ED SOFTBALL 
Local CO-ED REC softball team, with 
various ages and skill levels, seeks 
Pleasanton women or couples to join 
us WED nights starting in AUG. We 
play hard, but it's mostly about the 
beer and having a good personality. 
Contact Gus: 650-520-0351 or gman-
ning@assaytech.com

Stress/Pain Management Strategy

140 Lost & Found
Found- Black Cat 
Black cat found behind Gene’s Market, 
Pleasanton on July 29. Call 461-1618.

For Sale
201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts
$500 Police Impounds 
Cars from $500! Tax Repos, US Marshal 
and IRS Sales! Cars, Trucks, SUV’s, 
Toyota’s, Honda’s, Chevy’s, more! For 
Listings call 1-800-298-4150 xC107. 
(AAN CAN)
Acura 2006 MDX- Touring and Navigation 
- $34,499
Chevorlet 1991 Corvette - $12,500
Donate Vehicle, 
running or not accepted! Free Towing. 
Tax Deductible. Noahs Arc - Support No 
Kill Shelters, Animal Rights, Research to 
Advance Veterinary Treatments/Cures. 
1-866-912-GIVE. (Cal-SCAN)
Donate Your Car: 
Children’s Cancer Fund! Help Save A 
Child’s Life Through Research & Support! 
It’s Fast, Easy & Tax Deductible. Please 
Call Today 1-800-252-0615. (Cal-SCAN) 

Donate Your Vehicle
Max IRS Tax Deductions. United Breast 

Cancer Foundation. 
Free Mammograms, breast cancer info, 

and services http://www.ubcf.info 
FREE towing, Fast, Any Condition 

Acceptable, 24/7 
1-888-468-5964 (AAN CAN)

Mercedes Benz 2004 S 600, AMG 
V-12 Turbo

2004 Mercedes-Benz S600, 9K Miles, 
AMG Sport Package V-12 Twin Turbo 
493HP. Desert Silver. Fully Loaded. 

Must see to appreciate, too many good-
ies to name. 1 owner,fully garaged. 
Only serious buyers need to apply. 

Vehicle in mint condition. 
Asking price of $88,000.00

Please call: 408) 243-1375, no emails 
please.

Nissan 40HP 2004 Nissan 40ELT - 
$3700
Pace Arrow 1989 Motor Home - 
$15,000 OB

203 Bicycles
Men’s & Women’s 15 Speed Peugeot 
- $300.00 Bo

210 Garage/Estate 
Sales
Livermore, 22 Rollingstone Common, 
8/04/07-9am-3pm
Pleasanton, 4761 Mason St, Sat Aug 
4, 8-1 
Furniture (TV armoire, bookshelves, desk), 
baby and kids stuff, household items 

Pleasanton, 4856 Wingate Drive, August 
4th 7-1
Pleasanton, 7387 Hillsdale Drive, 
Aug 4 & 5, 9am - 4pm 
Moving Sale. Everything must go. 
Bedroom, dining, living room & patio 
furniture, rugs, household furnishings. 

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques
Beatles Record - $2000 OBO
Coffee Mill, Pepper Mill & Spice - $89
Football posters - $9
Garantied Forged Grinder - $39
Hood’s Sarsaparilla bottle - $28
Olympic Pins - $3
Radio Flyer pumpercar - $100 OBO

220 Computers/
Electronics
CD Storage Tower - $25

240 Furnishings/
Household items
Candles - $15
Desk/file/shelves - $800
Nice Dresser with 4 drawers - $50
Signed Print - $7

Sofa Sleeper
Green White Stripe/Perfect 

Condition/$150/Call 925-837-4195
washer / dryer - 300.00

245 Miscellaneous
All Steel Buildings. 
National Manufacturer. 40x60’ to 
100x250’. Factory direct to contrac-
tor or customer. 1-800-658-2885 www.
RigidBuilding.com (Cal-SCAN)
HOME STAGING CAREER TRAINING - 
$249.95
Sawmills from only $2,990 
Convert your Logs to Valuable Lumber 
with your own Norwood portable band 
sawmill. Log skidders also available. 
www.NorwoodIndustries.com -Free 
Information: 1-800-578-1363 x500-A. 
(Cal-SCAN)

250 Musical 
Instruments
Hammond Spinet Piano, free deliv - 
$550

Kid’s
Stuff

340 Child Care 
Wanted
Baby-sitter needed 
Baby-sitter needed for 2 girls, ages 9 & 
11. The girls live alternately in Pleasanton 
with Dad and Castro Valley with Mom. 
You would need a reliable, kid-safe car 
for school pick-up and activity taxiing. 
During the school year, the hours are 
generally from 3-6. Start date is flexible.
The ideal candidate is flexible, depend-
able, fun and can help with homework. 
Spanish speaking is a plus. Pay is 
competitive. Please call me at 415-
902-9370 or e-mail me at DelandCel@
gmail.com
Nanny wanted

345 Tutoring/
Lessons
Math Tutor
Piano Lessons

350 Preschools/
Schools/Camps

Preschool Now Enrolling Two’s
St. Clare’s Christian Preschool

(925) 462-0938
3350 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton

Half and Full Day programs Monday 
- Friday, 7am-6pm. 

Need not be potty trained.
Age appropriate curriculum
Excellent child teacher ratio

Staff CPR and First Aid certified

State Licensing Number: 010212344

355 Items for Sale
booster &step, potty, potty seat - $5—-
$10
lot of activities books for kids
lot of books for kids, from
Nice Hammond Piano, only
Pajamas for kids 3-4 years old - $3 -$7
Swimming suit & more, from $1 - $1

Mind
& Body

425 Health Services
Online Pharmacy 
Buy Soma Ultram Floricet Prozac Buspar. 
90 Qty. $51.99 180 Qty $84.99 PRICE 
INCLUDES PRESCRIPTION! We will match 
any competitor's price! 1-866-465-0794 
http://www.pharmakind.com (AAN CAN) 

Jobs
500 Help Wanted
Ambitious? Tired of Trading Time 4 
$
Earn Executive Level Income w/o the 
stress. Call 800-470-4876.

Caregivers / CNAs / HHAs
Visiting Angels (Fremont office) has 

immediate openings for experienced 
caregivers! 

All shifts available, top pay rates, 
insurance benefits & bonuses paid! 

510-795-7383

HOUSECLEANERS NEEDED
Good Wages ~ Weekly Pay
Ideal Hours ~ Paid Mileage

Car, CDL & insurance are necessary
Call Merry Maids / Pleasanton

(925) 462-0991
Jobs Jobs Jobs! 
Truck Drivers Wanted. Immediate 
Openings. No experience required. Up to 
$20,000 signing bonus. Great benefits 
Call 1-800-GO-GUARD. (Cal-SCAN) 

NANNIES NEEDED!!!
Awesome Positions! No Fee!

$13-18/hr
A Nanny Connection

925-743-0587
www.nannyconnection.com

550 Business 
Opportunities
$700-$800K Free Cash Grants 
Programs - 2007!, Personal bills, 
School, Business/Housing. Approx. $49 
billion unclaimed 2006! Almost Everyone 
Qualifies! Live Operators 1-800-592-
0362 Ext. 235. (AAN CAN) 
1000 Envleopes = $5000 
Receive $5 for every envelope stuffed 
with our sales material. Guaranteed! Free 
information: 24 hour recording 1-800-
785-7076. (AAN CAN) 
All Cash Candy Route. 
Be Your Own Boss. 30 machines and 
candy for $9,995. MultiVend LLC, 880 
Grand Blvd., Deer Park, NY. 1-888-625-
2405. (Cal-SCAN) 
Data Entry Processors 
Earn $3,500 - $5,000 Weekly Working 
from Home! Guaranteed Paychecks! 
No Experience Necessary! Positions 
Available Today! Register Online Now! 
http://www.BigPayWork.com (AAN CAN) 
Movie Extras, Actors, Models 
Make $100-$300/day. No Experience 
Required, Meet celebrities, Full Time/
Part Time, All looks needed! Call Now! 
1-800-556-6103 extension 528. (AAN 
CAN)

NO FREEWAYS, NO COMMUTE 
50+ year old company expanding. 
Own a global internet business. 
www.reallycoolbiz.com

Post Office Jobs Available 
Avg. Pay $20/hour or $57K Annually 
including Federal Benefits and OT. Paid 
Training, Vacations. PT/FT. 1-866-616-
7019 (AAN CAN) 

Start Your Own 
Landscape Curbing Business- High 
Demand. Low Overheads. High Profit. 
Training Available. Priced from $12,000. 
1-800-667-5372. www.EdgeMaster.net 
(Cal-SCAN)

560 Employment 
Information
“Mr/ Ms CLEAN” - Evenings 
Mr/ Ms Clean wanted, approximately 
three hours/day (starting at 4:30 pm, 
or as agreed). Duties include complete 
cleaning of medical office suite, includ-
ing cleaning and preparing of surgical 
packs; tracking/stocking office and sur-
gical supplies; and miscellaneous duties 
pertaining to a medical office (ie, pulling 
charts, etc). Must be bondable. Salary 
commensurate with medical/veterinary 
office experience or equivalent. Please 
fax resume and letter of interest to 925-
847-8933.

Attention CDL Drivers 
Your Success is a Team Effort. We 
Listen. We Pay Attention. Call McKELVEY 
Now 1-800-410-6255. (Cal-SCAN)

Bartenders 
Needed. Looking for part/full time bar-
tenders. Several positions available. No 
experience required. With hourly wages 
and tips make up to $300 per shift. Call 
(800) 806-0082 ext. 200. (AAN CAN

Data Entry 
Work From Anywhere. Flexible Hours, PC 
Required. Excellent Career Opportunity. 
Serious Inquiries 1-800-344-9636, ext. 
475. (AAN CAN) 

Driver - CDL Training: 
$0 down, financing by Central 
Refrigerated. Drive for Central, earn 
up to $40k+ 1st year! 1-800-587-0029 
x4779. www.CentralDrivingJobs.net 
(Cal-SCAN)

Driver:
TAKE CARE of your Family. Join ours. 
Consistent miles, regional and dedi-
cated runs. Company paid Commercial 
Drivers License training. www.
SwiftTruckingJobs.com 1-866-476-
6828. Swift Transportation. EOE. (Cal-
SCAN)

Driver:
Don’t Just Start Your Career, Start It 
Right! Company Sponsored CDL training 
in 3 weeks. Must be 21. Have CDL? 
Tuition Reimbursement! www.JoinCRST.
com 1-800-781-2778. (Cal-SCAN)

Drivers - Act Now! 
Sign On Bonus. 36 to 45cpm/$1000+ 
weekly. $0 Lease/$1.20pm. CDL-A + 
3 months OTR. 1-800-635-8669. (Cal-
SCAN)

Drivers - CDL A 
$1, 000 Sign-On Bonus. New Pay 
Package!!! Local or Regional. Exp. Flatbed 
Drivers. *Home More *California Runs 
*Full Benefit Package *Dedicated Runs. 
1-877-523-7109. www.SystemTrans.
com System Transport, Inc. (Cal-SCAN)

Earn Extra Income 
Assembling CD cases from Home. Start 
Immediately. No Experience Necessary. 
1-800-405-7619 ext. 150 http://www.
easywork-greatpay.com (AAN CAN)

Government Jobs 
$12-$48/Hr. Work available in areas like 
Homeland Security, Law Enforcement, 
Wildlife & More! 1-800-320-9353 x2001. 
(AAN CAN) 

Hunt
ELK, RED STAG, Whitetail, Buffalo. 
Season 8/25/07 - 2/29/08. Guaranteed 
Hunt License $5.00. No Game, No Pay 
Policy! 1-877-858-3481, Evenings: 1-
314-293-0610. (Cal-SCAN)

TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS GO TO FOGSTER.COM

Marketplace fogster.com
THE TRI-VALLEY’S 

FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE
Combining the reach of the Web with 

print ads going to over 80,000 readers!

TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS GO TO FOGSTER.COM
PLACE
AN AD
ONLINE
fogster.com

E-MAIL
ads@fogster.com

 PHONE
(925) 600-0840

Fogster.com is a unique 
Web site offering FREE 
postings from communities 
throughout the Bay Area 
and an opportunity for 
your ad to appear in the 
Pleasanton/Danville Weekly.
Now you can log on to 
fogster.com, day or night 
and get your ad started 
immediately online. Most 
listings are free print ad 
in our Peninsula news-
papers with the option 
of photos and additional 
lines. Exempt are Business 
Services and Employment 
ads, which include a web 
listing charge. Home ser-
vices and Mind & Body 
Services, require contact 
with a Customer Sales 
Representative.
So, the next time you 
have an item to sell, bar-
ter, give away or buy, get 
the perfect combination: 
print ads in your local 
newspapers, reaching 
more than 35,000 read-
ers, and unlimited free 
Web postings reaching 
hundreds of thousands 
additional people!

INDEX
■ BULLETIN BOARD 

100-155
■ FOR SALE 

200-270
■ KIDS STUFF 

330-355
■   JOBS

510-585
■   BUSINESS

SERVICES
600-690

■   HOME
SERVICES
700-799

■  FOR RENT/
FOR SALE 
REAL ESTATE 
801-860

The publisher waives any and all claims 
or consequential damages due to errors. 
Embarcadero Publishing Co. cannot assume 
responsibility for the claims or performance 
of its advertisers. Embarcadero Publishing 
Co. reserves the right to refuse, edit or 
reclassify any ad solely at its discretion 
without prior notice.

No phone
 number in the ad? 

GO TO
fogster.com

for contact
information
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Industrial Machinery Engineer 
TUV Rheinlnad of North America, Inc., 
a world leaderin Safety Testing and 

Quality Assessment services is expand-
ing their North America operation. 

We currently have multiple openings 
available for Industrial Machinery 

Engineers in Raleigh, NC, Portland, OR, 
Pleasanton, CA, Chicago and Newtown/

Boston offices, to perform safety 
assessments of machinery according to 

various international regulations.

THe ideal candidate will meet or exceed 
the following criteria:

*Bachelor of Science Degree in 
mechanical or electrical engineering
*3+ years expereince in design, ser-

vice, maintenance, construction, control 
circiuts and safety aspects of industrial 

manufacturing equipment
*Technical knowledge of the SEMI-S2 
safety guidlines for the semiconductor 

industry
*Knowledge and expereince with US 

and/or European regulations, including 
local codes, regulations and sandards 
including: ASME, ASTM, ANSI, NEC, 

SEMI, OSHA,IEC,EN,UL,and DIN
*Expereince performing risk analysis 

and assessments
Registered PE (Professional Engineer)

Ability to travel frequently and work with 
minimal supervision

Excellent written and verbal communica-
tion skills

We offer an exciting work environ-
ment, competpative compensation 

& excelletn company benefits. If you 
meet these classifications and want to 
work in a challenging environment for 
an inernational company please apply. 
Please send resumes to Mic Santiago, 
msantiago@us.tuv.com, for immediate 

consideration.

EOE M/F/V/D

International Cultural Exchang 
Representative: Earn supplemental 
income placing and supervising high 
school exchange students. Volunteer 
host families also needed. Promote 
world peace! 1-866-GO-AFICE or www.
afice.org (Cal-SCAN)

OTR Drivers Deserve 
more pay and more hometime! $.41/
mile! Home weekends. Run our Western 
Region! Great Trucks! Blue Cross/Blue 
Shield! Dental! Heartland Express 1-800-
441-4953. www.HeartlandExpress.com 
(Cal-SCAN)

Outdoor Youth Counselor 
Do you love the outdoors and helping 
troubled teens? Immediate openings at 
Eckerd outdoor therapeutic programs 
in NC, TN, GA, FL, VT, NH and RI. Year-
round residential position, free room 
& board, competitive salary/benefits. 
Info and apply online: http://www.eck-
erdyouth.org. Or fax resume to Career 
Advisor/AN, 727-442-5911. EOE/DFWP 
(AAN CAN) 

Paid CDL Training 
No Experience Needed! Earn $40k-$75K 
in your new career! Stevens Transport 
will sponsor the total cost of your CDL 
training! Excellent Benefits & 401K! No 
Money Down! No Credit Checks! EOE. 
Call Now! 1-800-333-8595, 1-800-358-
9512. www.BecomeADriver.com (Cal-
SCAN)

Truck Drivers: 
CDL training. Up to $20,000 bonus. 
Accelerate your career as a soldier. 
Drive out terrorism by keeping the Army 
National Guard supplied. 1-800-GO-
GUARD.com/truck (Cal-SCAN)

Business
Services

604 Adult Care 
Offered

Val Vista Home 
A home away from home. 

605 Antiques & Art 
Restoration

“A Labor of Love”

Antique Furniture
Restoration & 

Repair
925-462-0383
Impeccable Quality &

Integrity of Workmanship

615 Computers
FastTeks OnSite ComputerServices 
Fast-Teks on-site Computer Services 
direct to your home or office. A+ certi-
fied technicians serving Tri-Valley area 
â “ 925-875-1911.

Computer Help

Tri-Valley PC MEDIC
2006 Diablo Magazine

"Best of the East Bay"

Ken Cook
"I Make House Calls!"

Tune-up/Repair/Upgrade/Training
More info/rates: http://come.to/pc-medic
M-F 8a-8p / Wknds & Hols 9a-6p

Lic #011068 ~ PCC, PDA & BBB

Call 485-9040 or 989-7722

624 Financial
$700-$800K Free Cash Grants 
Programs **2007!** Never Repay! 
Personal/Medical Bills, School, New 
Business/Home etc., Live Operators! 
Avoid Deadlines! Call 1-800-270-1213 
Ext. 232. 
Credit Repair 
Erase bad credit legally. Money 
back Warranty, FREE Consultation & 
Information: 888-996-3672 http://www.
amfcs.com (AAN CAN) 

628 Graphics

645 Office/Home 
Business Services
Advertise To Over 
6 MILLION CALIFORNIANS! 240 news-
papers statewide. Classified $550 for 
a 25-word ad. One order, one payment. 
Call (916) 288-6019 elizabeth@cnpa.
com (Cal-SCAN) 

BLUE WRENCH INC.
EARTHQUAKE VALVES INSTALLED

In the event of an Earthquake is your 
home ready?

Your gas to your home will automati-
cally be shut off if an Earthquake hits 

5.0 or higher. 
Some home insurance compaines 

are starting to require an Earthquake 
valve to re-new your home owners 

policy. 
Protect your home today from bro-

ken gas lines that could be caused in 
an Earthquake.

Senior Dicount 10% off
Valve and Installation $395.

Call 925.353.0078
License #867155

Display Advertising 
at its best. 140 community newspapers 
reaching over 3 million Californians. Cost 
$1,800 for a 3.75”x2” display ad (Super 
value that works out to about $12.86 
per newspaper). Call (916) 288-6019 
elizabeth@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN) 
Erase Bad Credit. 
See dramatic change within 2 months. 
100% Money Back Guarantee. Call 1-
866-916-8449 for a free consultation. 
(Cal-SCAN)

To get a press release 
published it is critical for the release to 
land in the hands of the right people. 
The California Press Release Service is 
the only service with 500 current daily, 
weekly and college newspaper contacts 
in California. Questions call (916) 288-
6010. www.CaliforniaPressReleaseServi
ce.com (Cal-SCAN)

650 Pet Care/
Grooming/Training

My Best Friend!
BERKLEY’S

Dog & House Sitting Service
Services Include:Services Include:
• Dog Walking• Dog Walking
• Quality Playime• Quality Playime
• Lots of T.L.C.• Lots of T.L.C.
• Take in Mail / Newspapers• Take in Mail / Newspapers
• Water Plants - Inside/Outside• Water Plants - Inside/Outside

Member of Tri-Valley Animal Rescue 
& Professional United Pet Sitters

Services provided by Therese BerkleyServices provided by Therese Berkley
(925) 580-7844(925) 580-7844

Fabulous Friends
Licensed & Bonded

Serving Pleasanton/Dublin

sbnbart@comcast.net

A Pet Sitting Service

Nicki Bartels
925.989.4586

657 Online/Websites
i-Panic Web Design 
Does your small biz need a website 
or website makeover? $399 Special 
Summer Promo. www.i-panic.com or 
510-333-2942

659 Sewing/Tailoring

Custom Designed 
Sewing Work

Draperies, Bedding, Pillows, 
Cushions, Embroidery, Alterations

and More!   References available.

Contact Lina,  925-249-1298

Home
Services

703 Concrete
DANVILLE CONCRETE

Stamped Concrete, Patio, Sidewalk, 
Driveway, Pool Deck, Retaining Wall. 

Any concrete finishing
(925) 736-8042

715 Cleaning 
Services

#1 For Homes & Apartments
SARA’S HOUSECLEANING

~ Professional & Affordable ~
Free Est/Supplies Provided
$25 off 1st & 2nd cleaning

 Call (925) 339-2193
AAA*DUSTY MAIDS house cleaning

ANDREA’S CLEANING SERVICE
Quality Work, Dependable & Affordable

Refs Avail / 12 Yrs Exp
Call 925-339-2461

CONVENIENT CLEANING
Residential / Commercial

$50-1st 3 hrs min/$15 hr after
Move Outs - $20 hr/3 hr min
* Serving Pleasanton area *

12yrs exp~Refs~Lic#060612
Call M-F 9:30am-6:30pm

925-371-6842 or 922-7340

D’FINE CLEANING SERVICE
Do you need reliable and honest people 

to clean your house or office today?
Call D’Fine 925-829-2959 or 

925-784-2484 (c)
 Weekly /Bi-Weekly ~ Free 
Estimates ~ Lic# 070741

E.C. CLEANING SERVICE
Res/Com ~ 10 Yrs Local Exp
Move In/Out, Weekly/Bi-Weekly
Licensed~Insured~Exc. Refs 

"We do windows and 
power wash!"

925-339-6411 or 640-3845

Johnny’s Pond & Aquarium Service 
* Free Estimates
* Great Cleaning

* Fair Prices
Call 510-909-7453 (cell)

JOSIE’S CLEANING SERVICE 
Houses, Apts, Condos, Offices & More

Good prices ~ Good Refs
(510) 234-1827

Mon-Sat / Free Estimates 
MERRY MAIDS

“Relax - It’s Done”
We are insured, bonded & tailored to 

meet your needs.
925-462-0991

719 Remodeling 

722 Decks
CUSTOM DECKS

Custom Redwood & 
Brazilian Hardwood 
(IPE) Decks
Fences • Patio Covers
Arbors • Trellises

Quality Workmanship
& Reasonable Rates

25 Years Experience
FREE ESTIMATES
Tom Burkett

925-875-0844
License #771446

726 Decor & Drapery

One-Day Interior Redesign
Color Consultation, Decorating and Staging
925.998.7747 ■ jilldenton.com

730 Electrical

JWJW ELECTRICELECTRIC

FREE ESTIMATES
(888) 568-8363

Low Prices
Quality Work

Lic #878406

737 Fences & Gates
Borg
Redwood
Fences

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Fully insured P.L. & P.D. • State Lic. #771763

FREE
Estimates

Insurance Work
“Unsurpassed Quality at Reasonable Prices”

426-9620
www.borgfence.com

Fences • Decks • Retaining Walls
Arbors • Heritage Vinyl Fencing

743 Tiling

C B TILE 
Travertine, Granite,Marble,Slate Porce
lain,Ceramic,Installed. Porfolio,Refere
nces,Professional Call (925)918-0630 
Lic#832842

748 Gardening/
Landscaping
COMPLETE YARD MAINTENANCE & 

LANDSCAPING
Tree Service & Clean-Up

Good Refs Avail - 10 Yrs Exp
Reasonable Rates / Free Estimates

$70 2x mo ~ $100 4x mo
(on select homes)
925-768-4528

VALLEY GREEN LANDSCAPING
Cement, Brickwork, Sod &

Sprinkler Installation, 
Fence & Deck Repair, 
Waterfalls & Fountains

~ All Driveways $8 sq ft ~
Call 925-285-3891

licensed & bonded
www.valleygreenlandscaping.com

757 Handyman/
Repairs

A+ HANDYMAN SERVICES
Exceptional Service Guaranteed!

Call 925-785-7652

Pleasanton Home Repair
Full Service Residential

Repairs and Maintenance 
Dependable ~ 30 Yrs Exp 

Call 925-577-0542
* Pleasanton Area Only * 

Local Ref~City Lic#040421 
email: ss1177@comcast.net

759 Hauling
HAULING

Concrete Removal / Excavations
Dirt Removal / Bobcat Service

Free Estimates
(510) 691-2526 (c)

HAULING & TREE SERVICE 
Yard & Garage Clean-Up / Dump Runs / 
 Appliance & Furniture Removal / Tree and 
Shrub Trimming & Removal -Tree 
Experts! Low Rates / Free Estimates
925-899-5655

761 Masonry/Brick

STONE MASON

Four Generations Handed Down
Brick • Block

Stone • Concrete
Small job expert Lic. B775495

Call John Pensanti 417-5488

771 Painting/
Wallpaper

BRITANNIA PAINTING

925-361-7239

Interior • Exterior
Cabinets, Kitchens & Bath

FREE ESTIMATES / GREAT REFERENCES!

Satisfaction Guaranteed         Lic #546713

Quality Interior & Exterior

PAINTING
by CAMBRIDGE
925-462-0655
* Summer Special *

10% Off
Lic # 747906

JOE’S PAINTING & HANDYMAN
Free Est / Reasonable Prices

No Job Too Small!
925-200-7333 Lic#624542

790 Roofing
ATTENTION HOME OWNERS!
* Are you 100% waterproof?

* Do you have dry rot?
* Need repairs?

You may have rodents, birds 
or debris that will damage 

your roof & gutters.
We can save you

BIG MONEY - don’t delay!
----------------------

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
36 Years Expert Roofi ng

~ Family Owned & Operated ~
FREE EST/ SENIOR DISCOUNTS

Roof Inspection
$100 until 08/2007

Leak Detection / Tile / Gutters
Skylights / Fire-safe Wood
Shingles, Shakes & Siding

-----------------------

ALTAMONT ROOFING
DESIGNS

925-460-0500
925-339-4084

Member BBB             Lic# 360176

Real
Estate

801 Apartments/
Condos/Studios
Danville, 3 BR/3 BA 
Spacious & well maintained townhouse. 
Garden window in the kitchen and French 
doors leading to a deck! Located in a 
pretty neighborhood with lots of trees. 
Includes access to tennis courts, 3 
swimming pools and sand volleyball. It 
has a skylight, fireplace and a gas stove. 
Available in Aug. $2500/month Call 925-
788-1257 or marie@mmwi.com 

805 Homes for Rent
Pleasanton, 4 BR/2.5 BA - $3700

825 Homes/Condos 
for Sale
 Www.williamsteam.net/ New On The 
Market & Beautiful!, 4 BR/2.5 BA - 
$1,165,000
Danville, 2 BR/1.5 BA - $559,900
Dublin, 2 BR/2.5 BA - $554,000
Pleasanton, 2 BR/1.5 BA - $399,960
Pleasanton, 2 BR/2.5 BA - $565000

fogster.com
MARKETPLACE the printed version of 

No phone
 number in the ad? 

GO TO
fogster.com

for contact
information

Call Monika Harris 417-0424
Registered Veterinary Nurse

Furry Friends
Pet Sitting Services

Accommodating
Healthy and
Special Needs

Pets

Trained professional, daily visits, 
basic home care, reliable & caring. 

— Serving Pleasanton / Livermore Only —

JUST
 CROWN

MOULDING
(925)216-8163
Trim Installation
Contractor Lic. # 805208

No phone
 number in the ad? 

GO TO
fogster.com

for contact
information

fogster.com
THE TRI-VALLEY’S FREE CLASSIFIED WEBSITE 
TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS 
GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

MARKETPLACE the printed version of 
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No phone
 number in the ad? 

GO TO
fogster.com

for contact
information

Pleasanton, 3 BR/2 BA 
GORGEOUS! OVER 200K in 
Custom UPGRADES!3 Oversized 
Bedrooms, Remodeled New Master 
Suite(Seemless glass shower, custom 
crown molding, chair rail, recessed 
lighing, upgraded carpet,custom 
tile,quartz countertops,curved 
walls,new windows & doors,custom 
silk window/door treatments,large 
walk-in closets,Stunning Remodeled 
Kitchen,Maple Cabinets,tumbled 
stone, 16” Tile,SS GE Profile 
Appliances,huge custom island,crown 
molding,Beautiful living room w/
chair rail,crown molding, hard-
wood floors,custom mantel & 
brick fireplace,recessed lighting 
Dining Room w/ custom 
molding,hardwood floors,sliding door 
to outside patio, ceiling fan,Family 
Room w/custom 10’ Built-In 
Entertainment Unit,Ceiling Fan,new 
dual pane windows,custom roman 
shades,Alarm System,Pool/Cabana 
Club w/Home Owners 1 block from 
house,1 block from Award Winning 
Lydiksen Elementary School, blocks 
from 680/580 Freeways, minutes 
from Downtown Pleasanton, Foothill 
Views.MORE PHOTOS http://homes.
realtor.com/prop/1084979705 Call 
OASIS MEGGERS FOR A SHOWING AT 
(530)409-7616

Pleasanton, 4 BR/2.5 BA - $959,000

Pleasanton, 5+ BR/3 BA
Just reduced! This beautiful home in 

the desirable Del Prado neighborhood 
near Hansen Park is within walking 

distance of top schools (Walnut Grove 
Elementary, Harvest Park Middle 
School, and Amador Valley High 

School), features 5 bedrooms and 3 
full bathrooms, including a bed/bath 

downstairs. A green thumb lives here, 
as fruit trees and tomatoes are in abun-

dance in the back yard. 
Open house Sunday August 5 (1-4 

pm) if it’s not sold by then - check the 
comps, at $950K this home will be 

going, going, gone.

Will Bateson, Realtor, Century 21, 925-
784-9463

will@willbateson.com, www.willbateson.
com

San Ramon, 1 BR/1 BA - $369000

San Ramon, 4 BR/3 BA - $1,119,950

Www.williamsteam.net/ Walk To 
Downtown Pleasanton!, 1 BR/1 BA - 
$310000

830 Commercial/
Income Property

DANVILLE OFFICE FOR RENT
1150-1700 sf. ~ $2.65 per sf.

(925)743-8500, Ext 102

840 Vacation 
Rentals/Time Shares
AIRY CAPITOLA CONDO 
Luxury Condo, Lots Of Light, Overlooking 
Monterey Bay, Across From Beach & 
Pier, 1000 sq ft, 1 Bedroom w/ 2 Queen 
Beds, Large Walk In Closet, Sleeper 
Sofa In Large Living Rm, 2 TVs, Dining 
Rm, Full Kitchen, Inside Laundry, Secure 
Covered Parking, Rare Find In This Area, 
Walk To Everything! $1500 wk. Call
925-417-0617

Free Travel Membership. 
4&5 star resorts. No maintenance fees. 
Unlimited weeks. 1-800-483-9302. 
www.298ResortTravel.com (Cal-SCAN)

Kauai, HI Golf Resort Condo 
Beautiful Cliffs Golf Resort Condo in Kauai, 
Hawaii Ocean Views + Office & DSL con-
nection 2BD,2BA located in Princeville 
Resort,Rate: $850 per week,Please 
email us at “cliffs5307@yahoo.com”

MENDOCINO COAST (Gualala) 
Lovely pvt. ocean home on spectacular 
point,3 bedroom,2 baths,all amenities,hot 
tub,fireplace,pvt beach access,whales,
pelicans-week or weekends, 925-837-
7864

Point Reyes / Tomales Bay
Pt. Reyes/Tomales Bay***** 

707-878-2602,westmnet@svn.net
www.vrbo.com/43075

Timeshare!!! 
PAYING TOO MUCH 4 maintenance fees 
and taxes? Sell/rent your timeshare for 
cash. No Commissions/Broker Fees. 
1-877-868-1931. www.VPResales.com 
(Cal-SCAN)

Timeshares 60-80% off Retail!
Save 60-80% off retail! 

Best Locations & Seassons! Call for 
free magazine 1-800-920-8514. www.

holidaygroup.com/cht

845 Out of Area
Southern Oregon Coast. 
Unique executive home, w/private 
lake. Come enjoy our cool summers. 
Beautifully remodeled home. Pictures 
available on ebay #110147885884. 
$599,000. (541)404-2871. (Cal-SCAN)
Turn of the Century 
Miner’s home nestled at the base of 
the Mule Mountains. Historical Bisbee, 
Arizona. Beautifully remodeled. 728 
square feet. $195,000. 1-520-439-
9730. rcruz43@cox.net (Cal-SCAN)

850 Acreage/Lots/
Storage
1st Time Offered 
40 acres - $39,900; 80 acres - $69,900. 
Near Moses Lake, WA. 300 days of 
sunshine. Mix of rolling hills and rock 
outcroppings. Excellent views, private 
gravel roads, ground water and easy 
access! Financing available. Call WALR 
1-866-585-5687. (Cal-SCAN) 
1st Time Offered 
Arizona Show Low area. 6 acres- 
$39,900. Cool climate, spectacular 
views of White Mountains, trees, horse 
privileges, nearby lakes, priced well 
below comparables offered by AZLR. 
ADWR report available. 1-888-551-5687. 
(Cal-SCAN)
1st Time Offered. 
New Mexico Ranch Dispersal. 140 acres 
- $99,900. River access. Northern New 
Mexico. Cool 6,500’ elevation with stun-
ning views. Great tree cover including 
Ponderosa, rolling grassland and rock 
outcroppings. Abundant wildlife, great 
hunting. EZ Terms. Call NML&R, Inc. 1-
866-354-5263. (Cal-SCAN)
A Rare Find New Mexico. 
Lake Access Retreat - 10 acres 
- $25,900. Priced For Quick Sale. 
Incredible setting, including frequently 
running Pecos River, views and diverse 
topography. Limited availability. Excellent 
financing. Call NML&R, Inc. 1-888-204-
9760. (Cal-SCAN)
Absolute Steal 
ARIZONA Ranch Liquidation. 36 AC - 
$59,900. Perfect for private retreat. 
Endless views. Beautiful setting with 
fresh mountain air. Abundant wildlife. 
Secluded with good access. Financing 
available. Offered by AZLR 1-877-301-
5263. (Cal-SCAN)
Arizona Land Liquidation! 
Near Tucson, Football Field Sized Lots. 
$0 Down/ $0 Interest, $159/mo. 
($18,995 total). Free Information. Money 
Back Guarantee! 1-800-682-6103 Op 
#10. (Cal-SCAN)
Beautiful Montana Ranch Land 
Everyone can afford! 160 Acres & up 
- Under $900/acre with financing avail-
able! Pines, hills, coulees, grassy parks, 
BLM and state land, elk, whitetails, 
muleys & gamebirds. Call Western Skies 
Land Co. anytime @ 1-888-361-3006 or 
check out www.MontanaLandAndCamps.
com (Cal-SCAN)
Distractfully Reduced! 
36 acres - $89,900. Arizona - Wickenburg 
area. Motivated seller wants a quick 
sale. Ideal climate, spectacular views, 
wildlife, privacy. E-Z terms. ADWR report 
available. Saddle Creek Ranch is offered 
by AZLR 1-888-246-1914. (Cal-SCAN) 
Fish Lake Valley, NV. 
10 ac Trout Stream $59,900. Endless 
Recreational Opportunities. Spectacular 
views of Eastern slope of snowcapped 
White Mountains. Within looming pres-
ence of Nevada’s highest peak and 
range. Cool, clear year round Rainbow 
Trout Creek. Call today! Won’t last! Call 
1-877-349-0822. (Cal-SCAN)
Land For Sale: 
Affordable Tennessee Mountain Property. 
5 Acres and Up from $29,900. Borders 
a 12,000 acre equestrian center. Call 1-
800-708-8157. www.RockCastleFarms.
com (Cal-SCAN)

So. Colorado Ranch Sale. 
35 Acres- $36,900 Spectacular Rocky 
Mountain Views. Year round access, 
elec/ tele included. Come for the week-
end, stay for a lifetime. Excellent financ-
ing available w/ low down payment. Call 
Red Creek Land Co. today! 1-866-696-
5263 x2679. (Cal-SCAN)
Waterfront Community 
near Wilmington, NC. Dockable, 
gated, near downtown, beaches. Final 
pre-construction release. Homesites 
$129,900+, excellent incentives August 
17-19. www.TheBluffsNC.com 866-7-
BLUFFS Cape Fear Bluffs, LLC (Cal-
SCAN)
Wyoming Ranch Liquidation. 
35 acres - $59,900. Recreational para-
dise perfect getaway. Great climate, 
wildlife, easy access. Title insurance, 
surveyed. Financing. Call UTLR 1-888-
703-5263. (Cal-SCAN)

855 Real Estate 
Services

UCB Real Estate

Ed Antenucci
owner/broker

Buying, Selling or Investing?
Let’s Talk, I’ll Listen!

Real estate advisor with over
22 years experience & 
over 3,700 homes sold!

(925) 351-8686
ed@homeinsider.com

Pleasanton sellers save 1.75%

Serving Pleasanton since 1997 
and resident of Pleasanton

MASON TOWHID
Broker/Owner

925-600-7778
mason@pleasantonhome.net
4900 Hopyard Rd., Suite 100

Pleasanton

Bank Foreclosures 
Homes from $10,000! 1-3 bedroom 
available! HUD, Repos, REOs, etc. 
These homes must sell! For Listings Call 
1-800-425-1620 ext. 3241. (AAN CAN)
Roommates.com
All areas: Browse hundreds of online 
listings with photos and maps. Find your 
roommate with a click of the mouse! 
Visit: www.Roommates.com. (AAN CAN) 

890 Real Estate 
Wanted
Host Foreign Student/$890 month

Host an International Academy Student 
for the 2007-2008 School Year. We 
are currently recruiting energetic host 
families for our International Students 
who will be attending Quarry Lane 
school during the 2007-2008 aca-
demic year. If you are able to provide 
housing for one of our students, 
please contact Heather Clay, East 
Bay Coordinator of ISP Homestays 
(International Student Placements) at 
925-997-2005 or heather@isphome-
stays.com. Monthly stipend to hosts 
is $890 per month. Hosts are asked 
to provide private room and meals for 
the student. 

Pre-foreclosure help 
We can Help your pre-foreclosure situa-
tions- Call for help today 925-600-8076

fogster.com
MARKETPLACE the printed version of 

Big Dog
This sweet natured Rottweiler mix named “Big Dog” 

has a big heart and a big appetite. He has an easy-going 
personality and he loves treats. Big Dog knows basic 
obedience and he enjoys being with people. He doesn’t 
appear to be particularly bothered by other dogs. For 
more information about Big Dog (pet #71508), visit 
him at the East County Animal Shelter, 4595 Gleason 
Drive, Dublin, open daily 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Call 
803-7040.

fogster.com
THE TRI-VALLEY’S FREE CLASSIFIED WEBSITE 
TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS 
GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

MARKETPLACE the printed version of 

Pet of The Week
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CalendarCalendar
Author Visits
Authors of ‘Sandworms of Dune’
Based directly on Frank Herbert’s 
final outline, which lay hidden in a 
safe deposit box for a decade, Kevin 
Anderson and Brain Herbert will finally 
answer the urgent questions Dune fans 
have been debating for two decades in 
their latest work “Sandworms of Dune.” 
The event will be held at Livermore’s 
Public Library, 1188 S. Livermore Ave., 
from 7 to 9 p.m. Aug. 16. 
Herb Martinez Pinstriping Artist
Pleasanton Public Library, 400 Old 
Bernal Ave., presents pinstriping art-
ist Herb Martinez at 2 p.m. Aug. 12. 
Pinstriping is not limited to custom 
cars, you can pinstripe anything. Call 
931-3405. 

Book Clubs
Detective Club Summer Reading 
Program Join the Detective Club 
Summer Reading Program at Towne 
Center Books, 555 Main St. Clues and 
activities happen in the store weekly. 
Induction begins June 15. Read each 
week and come in and share what 
you’ve been reading. For ages 5 to 95. 
A party for participants will be held at 2 
p.m. Aug. 5. 
Great Books of Pleasanton The 
Great Books of Pleasanton book club 
meets at 7:30 p.m. the fourth Monday 
monthly at Towne Center Books, 555 
Main St. Call Sadie at 846-1658. 

Civic Meetings
City Council The Pleasanton City 
Council meets at 7 p.m. on the first 
and third Tuesdays at City Council 
Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Ave. 
Housing Commission The 
Pleasanton Housing Commission 
meets at 7 p.m. on the third Thursday 
of the month at City Council Chamber, 
200 Old Bernal Ave. 
Human Services Commission The 
Human Services Commission meets 
at 7 p.m. on the first Wednesday of 
the month at City Council Chamber, 
200 Old Bernal Ave. 
Parks & Recreation Commission
The Pleasanton Parks & Recreation 
Commission meets at 7 p.m. on the 
second Thursday of the month at City 
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Ave. 
Planning Commission The Planning 
Commission meets at 7 p.m. the 
second and fourth Wednesday of the 
month at the City Council Chamber, 
200 Old Bernal Ave. 
School Board The Pleasanton Unified 
School District Board meets at 7 p.m. 
on the second and fourth Tuesday 
monthly in the district office board 
room, 4665 Bernal Ave. 
Youth Commission The Pleasanton 
Youth Commission meets 7 p.m. on 
the second Wednesday of the month 
at Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353 
Sunol Blvd. 

Class 
Reunions
Amador Class of 1977 Reunion
Looking for AVHS 1977 alumni! It is 
time for the 30-year reunion for the 
class of 1977, and we are looking for 
alumni contact information. Please 
contact Rob Cook, at robcook@mcder-
mottcosta.com or (510) 599-8525, 
so we can send you details. Save the 
dates of Sept. 14 (mixer) and 15 (din-
ner/dancing). 

Classes
Yoga Basics Class Offered Beth Fox, 
certified yoga instructor, will teach a 
yoga basics class in Lynnewood United 
Methodist Church’s multipurpose room, 
4444 Black Ave., at 6:30 p.m. Aug. 6. 
The class is open to the public and is 
appropriate for all levels of experience. 
The cost is $10 for general public; $5 
for people 55 and older. Call 846-0221 
or visit www.lynnewood.org. 

Clubs
Amador Valley Quilters From 1:30 to 
3:30 p.m. Aug. 11, noted teacher and 
applique artist Sandra Mollon will be 
present at the Amador Valley Quilters 
meeting at Pleasanton Middle School. 
She will conduct a workshop the fol-
lowing day. Visit www.amadorvalleyquil-
ters.org. none 
Everything Poetry This poetry work-
group meets from 9 to 11 a.m. the first 
Saturday of the month to critique poetry 
and the third Saturday for a workshop 
pertaining to an aspect of poetry busi-
ness at Towne Center Books, 555 Main 
St. Bring 10 copies of a poem. 
Good News Bears Be a part of pro-
viding comfort to children and adults 
by giving stuffed animals. Good News 
Bears meets from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at 
the Livermore Police Station, 1110 S. 
Livermore Ave. Join us on the third 
Thursday of the month to see how you 

can provide “stuffed love” in our com-
munity. Club dues are $30 per year. 
Contact Jeanie Haigh at jhaigh@web-
bearings.com or 373-7982. 
NARFE The Livermore Chapter 0397 
of the National Active and Retired 
Federal Employees Association meets 
at 12:30 p.m. the second Thursday 
monthly at Emil Villa’s Restaurant at 
the corner of Pacific and S. Livermore 
avenues in Livermore. Call 484-0813 or 
846-7167. 
New Tri-Valley Homebrewing Club
Want to meet other brewers and 
advance your brewing techniques? Mad 
Zymurgists of the Tri-Valley meets from 
6:30 to 8 p.m. the second Thursday of 
each month. We welcome brewers of all 
levels of expertise, and have sponsor-
ship from Hoptech in Dublin. See www.
madzymurgists.org for more info and 
location of the next meeting. 
Toastmasters Meeting  Pleasanton 
Community Toastmasters invites you to 
our weekly meetings at the Recreation 
Center, 4530 Sandalwood Drive, at 
7:30 p.m. Tuesdays. Learn the art of 

public speaking in a fun-filled, support-
ive environment. Call 828-2683 or visit 
pleasantontoastmasters.com. 
TwinValley Mothers of Twins 
Meeting Join us for our monthly Twin 
Valley Mother of Twins meeting, from 
7:30 to 9 p.m. the second Tuesday of 
the month at John Knox Presbyterian 
Church, 7421 Amarillo Road, Dublin. 
Membership is a mix of residents in 
and surrounding San Ramon/Dublin/
Pleasanton. Our goal is to provide 
support, information and friendship to 
Mothers of Multiples. Roundtable ques-
tion and answer time is at 6:30 p.m.; 
dads are encouraged to attend the 
roundtable. Call DeAnna at 948-0004 
or visit www.tvmotc.com. 

Events
“Day of Remembrance and 
Reflection” WWII  The highly deco-
rated WWII aircraft carrier USS Hornet 
Museum will be supporting the History 
San Jose “Day of Remembrance and 
Reflection” about World War II from 1 
to 4 p.m. August 12, at History Park, 
1650 Senter Road, San Jose. Swinging 
Blue Stars singers, Swing Solution 
band, demonstrations, activities and 
exhibits for kids and families. Admission 
is free. Call (510) 521-8448 or visit 
www.hornetevents.com. 
Five Poets Laureate to Read 
Pleasanton’s new Poet Laureate, 
Martha Meltzer, will host an afternoon 
of poetry reading from 1 to 3 Aug. 5 at 
the Century House, 2401 Santa Rita 
Road. Guest poets will include previ-
ous Pleasanton poets Jim Ott (2001-

“Go Figure!” showcase at the 
Tri-Valley SPCA

Figurative paintings by artists Gina Kaiper and Jim 
Schintter, such as this piece by Schintter titled “Jester” 
(above), are currently on display at the Tri-Valley SPCA 
Art Gallery, 4651 Gleason Drive, Dublin as part of the 
“Go Figure!” art show. The exhibit, sponsored by the Las 
Positas College Art Club, will run until August 25. Kaiper, 
a Pleasanton resident, and Schnitter of Livermore have 
both taken art classes at Las Postitas College. The SPCA 
Art Gallery is open from 1 to 8 p.m. Wednesday and 
Thursday and 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday through Sunday.

Weekend Preview

Are you paying too 
much for COBRA?

Or do you just need individual or group 
health coverage at affordable rates?

Call today to save money!

Charlene Beasley
Lic#0C26292

Beasley Insurance Services
925-803-9799

www.beasleyinsurance.com

Free Quote go to www.beasleyinsurance.com

Plans
as low as

$3900
per
month

*Based on HealthNet PPO-HSA 
plan for singles age 19-29

Private Studio 
Downtown
Pleasanton

Exclusive
1 on 1 
Guitar

Lessons

4625 First Street  417-0561

Adults and Kids 
Ages 10 thru 110

established in 1997

X No Surgery
X No Needles
X No Scars
X No 2nd Mortgages

✔ Lift Sagging Muscles
✔ Tone Target Areas
✔ Increase Circulation
✔ Improve Metabolism

555 Peters Avenue, Ste 105 • in Downtown Pleasanton
www.getchanges.com • 925-484-3223

The VIP System offers a fast, affordable, painless, easy to maintain, no 
side-effect method to get your body in the shape you want!

Look what 4 weeks can do!

CHANGES
of Pleasanton
…life is all about change

Cathy Johnson
Formerly of Mission Plaza Wellness Center

BUY 10 VIP
Sessions

Get 1 FREE
Not Valid with any other 

discounts.  Expires 8/31/07

BUY 20 VIP
Sessions

Get 3 FREE
Not Valid with any other 

discounts.  Expires 8/31/07
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2003), Kirk Ridgeway (2003-2005) and 
Cynthia Bryant (2005-2007) as well as 
Livermore poet Connie Post (2005-
2009). An open mic segment will follow 
their readings. Tickets are $5.00 or free 
for students with ID. Call 931-5350. 
Thomas Coyne Winery Opens New 
Tasting Room Thomas Coyne Winery 
opens its new tasting room at noon 
Aug. 11 at Blacksmith Square, 25 
South Livermore Ave, Livermore. Call 
Chris Doczy, 872-7481. 

Exhibits
Kaiper & Schnitter: “Go Figure!” 
Gina Kaiper and Jim Schnitter will 
exhibit figurative paintings in the “Go 
Figure!” exhibit from July 18 to Aug. 25 
at the Tri-Valley SPCA Art Gallery, 4651 
Gleason Drive. The reception, open to 
the public, will be from 2 to 5 p.m. July 
21. Sponsored by Las Positas College 
Art Club, the exhibit is open from 1 to 
8 p.m. Wednesday and Thursday, and 
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday through 
Sunday. Email gkaiper@comcast.net. 
Local Yet Global Worthington Gallery 
West, 739J Main St., presents the sec-
ond annual Locals Only group art show 
through August 4. The artist’s recep-
tion is from 5 to 7 p.m. July 6. Artists 
include Nicole Cameron-Diosdado, Sue 
Evans, Sally Haig, Kim Jagger, Julie 
Johnson, Gina Kaiper, Kevin Wright and 
more. 
Pieces In Time: 90 Years of Quilts
“Pieces In Time: 90 years of Quilts,” at 
the Museum on Main, 603 Main St., 
runs through Sept. 30. The display 
of 24 quilts made from 1885 to 1975 
includes historic and patterned quilts 
owned by local residents. Museum 
hours are 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tues. 
through Sat. and 1 to 4 p.m. Sun. 
Tickets are $2 per person. Call 462-
2766 or visit www.museumonmain.org. 

Fundraisers
The Mother Bear Project Knit This, 
Purl That owner Beth Spisak has a goal 
of sending 100 teddy bears to needy 
children by December. She seeks knit-
ters and crocheters to participate by 
purchasing an inexpensive pattern from 
The Mother Bear Project and complet-
ing a bear by December. The group will 
meet at 7 p.m. Wednesdays in August 
at 205A Main St. and at various times 
until December. Call 249-9276 or visit 
www.yourknittingplace.com. 

Health
Free Summer Immunization Clinics
Axis Community Health, 4361 Railroad 
Avenue, offers free immunization clin-
ics for children on July 7, August 4 and 
September 8. They are open to all Tri-
Valley families who have a low income, 
are uninsured or on Medi-Cal and Medi-
Cal Managed Care. Parents should bring 
child’s immunization records and income 
and insurance information. Some immu-
nizations require fees. Call 462-1755. 

Kids & Teens
Camp Kadima Camp Kadima, a 
Jewish community summer day camp 
for students entering kindergarten 
through eighth grade held at the Sunol 
Glen School in Sunol, is accepting 
registrations for its fourteenth year of 
operation. Camp Kadima, the only 
Jewish day camp in the East Bay, offers 
a range of activities from sports and 
outdoor programs to crafts and drama. 
For a detailed schedule of sessions and 
rates, go to www.campkadima.org. 
Free Karate Class Balance Zone, 
1047 Serpentine Lane #200, offers a 
free intro karate class. Call 339-0763 to 
reserve a spot. 
Vacation Bible School St. Clare’s 
Episcopal Church, 3350 Hopyard 
Road, hosts Vacation Bible School, 
“Avalanche Ranch,” from 9 a.m. to 
noon Aug. 8-10. It’s for children age 4 
to fifth grade. The cost is $35 per child; 
$30 for each additional sibling through 
July 27; or $40 per child after July 27. 
Call 462-4802 or visit www.stclares-
pleasanton.org. 

Lectures/
Workshops
Market Research and the Marketing 
Plan Tech Ventures presents the 
Market Research and the Marketing 
Plan from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Aug. 
15 at CarrAmerica Conference Center, 
4400 Rosewood Drive. This session 
discusses the significant endeavor in 
determining the market potential of a 
product. Call 960-1600 or visit www.
techventures.org. 
Stressed Out? Stress is the cause of 
80-85 percent of all illness according to 
the AMA. It can affect your metabolism, 
body weight, cardiovascular system, 

digestion, central nervous system, 
muscle function, and sleep. Join us 
as Dr. Lynne Sullivan shares ways 
to reduce or eliminate stress without 
addictive medication at 10 a.m. Aug. 
14 at the Pleasanton Senior Center, 
5353 Sunol Blvd. The cost is $1.50 for 
residents and $2 for non-residents. Call 
931-5365. 

Miscellaneous
Free The Cat Campaign For a lim-
ited time, Tri-Valley Animal Rescue will 
offer no-fee adoptions of all adult cats. 
Strict adoption criteria will still apply. 
Adoptions are held at Pleasanton 
Farmers Market (9:30 to 1 p.m. 
Saturdays), Dublin Pet Food Express 
(2 to 5 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays) 
and Dublin PetSmart (weekdays during 
regular business hours and noon to 4 
p.m. Saturdays and Sundays). Call 803-
7043 or visit www.tvar.org. 
Kittens Seek Foster Homes The East 
Bay SPCA’s Foster Care Program seeks 
foster homes for the upcoming kitten 
season. For more information, contact 
the East Bay SPCA at (510) 563-4632 
or visit www.eastbayspca.org/foster. 

On Stage
Comedy of Errors  The Livermore 
Shakespeare Festival presents 
“Comedy of Errors” July 12 to August 
4 at the Retzlaff Estate Winery, 1356 
S. Livermore Avenue, Livermore. The 
Comedy of Errors is a robust comedy 
with two pairs of mix-matched twins, 
entwining desire with hi-jinks and past 
loss with present laughter. Tickets go 
on sale May 15; call (800) 838-3006. 
Visit www.LivermoreShakes.org. 
Grease Diablo Light Opera Company’s 
Stars 200, teen theater troupe, cel-
ebrates its 17th year with “Grease,” the 
rock ‘n’ roll musical about Rydell High 
with its rebellious hot rod loving boys 
and wise cracking girls in pedal pushers 
and bobby sox. Show are held at the 
Diablo Valley College Performing Arts 
Center, 321 Golf Club Road, Pleasanton 
Hill at 8 p.m. July 27 and 28, Aug. 2, 
3 and 4; and 2:30 p.m. July 29, Aug. 
4 and 5. Tickets ($10-15) are available 
at the box office, 1425 Gasoline Alley, 
Concord. Call 798-1300. 
Stand Up Comedy  Laugh-A-Lot 
Productions presents Wednesday Night 
Funnies at the Pleasanton Hotel, 855 
Main St. Come see some of the best 
comedians in the Bay Area without hav-

ing to drive to San Francisco. The cost 
is $7 plus a two item minimum. Visit 
www.laughalotproductions.com. 
Thoroughly Modern Mille Thoroughly 
Modern Millie, the zany new 1920’s 
musical that took Broadway by storm 
just a few years ago, comes to the 
Amador Theater, 1155 Santa Rita 
Road. Set in New York City in 1922, 
full of intrigue and jazz--a time when 
women were entering the workforce 
and the rules of love and social behav-
ior were changing forever. It opens July 
20 and runs through Aug. 5. Tickets 
are $30 for adults, $28 for seniors, $20 
for juniors. Call (415) 568-8161 or visit 
www.pleasantonplayhouse.com. 

Seniors
Computer Tutoring One-on-one com-

puter tutoring is available every day at 
the Pleasanton Senior Center. The tutor 
works with you on topics where you 
need help. No formal program to follow, 
just help where you need it. Internet, 
Office applications, picture editing, etc. 
Call 931-5365 to set up an appoint-
ment. The cost is $1.25 for residents. 
Computer Tutoring One-on-one 
computer tutoring is available every 
weekday at the Pleasanton Senior 
Center. The tutor works with you on 
topics where you need help. No formal 
program to follow, just help where you 
need it. Internet, Office applications, 
picture editing, etc. Call 931-5365 to 
set up an appointment. 
Pleasanton PC Users Group The 
PC User Group meets monthly at 10 
a.m. on the fourth Thursday of the 
month at the Pleasanton Senior Center, 
5353 Sunol Blvd. You don’t need to 
be an expert to attend, we have all 

pleasanton downtown association presents

for more information: www.pleasantondowntown.net (925) 484-2199 

lions wayside park 
at fi rst & neal streets
fridays 7pm to 8:30pm

Aug 3
Tommy & the 4 Speeds
‘50s & ‘60s
Sponsored by Cristin Sanchez 
and Hometown GMAC 
Real Estate

Aug 10
Finding Stella
Rock and pop
Don Faught – Alain Pinel 
Realtors

in the park
concerts

Weekly Concerts in the Park Drawing

Bring this entry form 
to this week’s concert 
for a chance to win 
great prizes

Donated by members of the Pleasanton Downtown Association. 
Must be present to win. Must be 21 years of age to enter.

NAME: ___________________________

E-MAIL: __________________________

LUNCH .  DINNER

Hidden in a corner 
of San Ramon, this gem 

of a restaurant is garnering 
rave reviews for their fresh 

and rustic cuisine.

925.314.0974
2416 San Ramon Valley Blvd.

San Ramon

Our Summer Three Course 
Bistro Menu is Back!

Cafe Esin is 
Hot! Hot! Hot!

Patio Dining Now Available



skills levels in our meetings. The usual 
Senior Center charges apply, $1.25 for 
Pleasanton Residents, $1.75 for all oth-
ers. Call 931-5365 or email pleasenior@
yahoo.com for details. 
Transitions Support Group Are you 
or someone you know: 60 or older and 
living in Pleasanton, Dublin, Livermore 
or Sunol? Looking for a warm and 
supportive environment to connect 
with others? In need of a place to 
share, support and reminisce? Join 
the Transitions Support Group meeting 
2:30 to 4 p.m. every Wednesday at the 
Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353 Sunol 
Blvd. Call 931-5379 for info. 

Spiritual
Peace Time Meditate upon peace from 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. the second Saturday 
of every month beginning June 9 at 
Downtown Yoga, 220-B Division St. The 
time of silent meditation will allow you to 
meditate upon your own peace of mind, 
peace in your home or peace in your 
world. All are welcome. Call 819-9983 
or visit www.pleasantonyoga.com. 

Sports
Lacrosse for 1st & 2nd Grade Boys
First and second grade boys play 
lacrosse, Monday night clinics and 
Saturday morning games, in July and 

August at Hart Middle School. Training 
is provided by high school coaches and 
players. Helmets are provided. Call Rory 
Manley, 425-9198 or visit www.pleasan-
tonlacrosse.com. 
Lake Chabot Mountain Ride Join 
cyclists of all levels on this friendly, 
no drop mountain ride. Riders meet 
the Cyclepath group at 6 p.m. every 
Tuesday in August at Lake Chabot. We 
depart from the ranger station. Rides 
last approximately two hours. For direc-
tions visit www.cyclepath.com. 
PONY General Meeting Pleasanton/
Livermore Pony Baseball will hold its 
2008 Tiger Baseball general meeting 
in August. All players ages 11-15 who 
are interested in participating in this pro-
gram should attend this meeting. Pre-
register at www.pleasantonpony.com. 
Sunday Morning Group Ride Join 
cyclists of all levels on this friendly, no 
drop ride every Sunday. Riders depart 
at 9:00 a.m. from Cyclepath, 337-B 
Main St. Routes vary, but all rides last 
approximately two hours. Call 485-
3218. 
TomatoBank Northern California 
Classic The TomatoBank Northern 
California Classic will be held Aug. 20 to 
23 at Ruby Hill Golf Club. The 54-hole 
stroke play event features 99-player fields 
composed of junior golfers, boys and 
girls, ages 12-18. For more information, 
please contact Tonya Oskarson (toskar-
son@ajga.org) in the AJGA Sponsorship 
Department at (770) 868-4200 or visit the 
AJGA Web site at ajga.org. 

Support Groups
Cancer Support Group A free support 
group for people with cancer and their 
loved ones. Facilitated by The Wellness 
Community. The group meets from 2 to 
4 p.m. every Tuesday at the Valley Care 
Health Library, 5725 W. Las Positas 
Blvd. Call 933-0107 or visit www.twc-
bayarea.org. 
ClutterLess Self Help Group  Is clut-
ter stressing you out? We are a Self 
Help support group for those with dif-
ficulty disposing of stuff. Cluttering is a 
psychological issue, not just an organiz-
ing issue. The group meets Mondays 
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at Pleasanton 
Presbyterian Church Rm. 7, 4300 
Mirador Drive. Call 846-5060 or visit 
www.clutterless.org. The group is free 
and $2 to $5 donation appreciated. 
East Bay Cancer Support Group The 
East Bay Cancer Support group is an 
independent, non-profit, non-sectarian 
organization serving cancer patients, 
caregivers and the bereaved at Faith 
Lutheran Church, 20080 Redwood 
Road, Castro Valley. All services are 
provided free of charge. For scheduled 
meeting times, please call (510) 889-
8766 or visit www.ebcancersupport.
org. 
Grief Share Are you looking for com-
munity, understanding and support? 
If you have lost a spouse, child, family 
member or friend, you’ve probably 
found that there are not many people 

who understand the deep hurt you feel. 
The grief support group meets from 7 
to 8:30 p.m. every Wednesday at Valley 
Christian Center, 7500 Inspiration Drive, 
Dublin. It is $35.00, with scholarships 
available. Call 560-6202 or register at 
www.dublinvcc.org. 
Manspeak  This weekly men’s group 
meets 8 to 9:30 p.m. Monday nights 
at Kiva Counseling Group, 11740 
Dublin Blvd., Suite 202 in Dublin, and 
is designed to create a community 
between men to resolve problems, 
form friendships, and understand and 
improve relationships. It provides a 
source of support for personal growth 
and change in a safe environment so 
we can become aware of our own 
emotional habits and attitudes. The 
cost is $30 per session or $100 per 
month. Call 485-9370 or visit www.
kivaspirit.org for details. 
Overeaters Anonymous  Is Food 
Controlling Your Life? This group 
meets at 6:30 p.m. the fourth 
Thursday of each month on the sec-
ond floor of the ValleyCare Medical 
Plaza, at the corner of Stoneridge 
Drive and W. Las Positas Blvd. This is 
a 12-step study and discussion meet-
ing and newcomers are welcome. Call 
Kim at 640-9313. 
Stress and Pain Management 
Strategies and Support Learn 
how to use visualization, relaxation 
techniques and new ways of thinking 
(cognitive restructuring) to help reduce 
stress levels and down-regulate pain. 
Share experiences and ideas in a 
supportive, caring environment.†Free 
classes are held from 11 a.m. to 
noon the first Wednesday of each 
month at ValleyCare Health Library, 
5725 W. Las Positas Blvd., Suite 270. 
Facilitated by Betty Runnels, M.A., 
Counseling Psychology, Marriage and 
Family Therapy. Call 734-3315 or 
email bettyrunnels@earthlink.net. 
Vision Support Group Individuals 
with low vision, and their loved ones, 
are invited to join us on the third 
Tuesday of each month from 10 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at the Pleasanton 
Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. Join 
us for low vision information, speak-
ers, resources, discussions, and day 

trips. No reservations are required. 
Nominal fees may apply. Call 931-
5369.

Volunteering
Meals on Wheels Drivers needed to 
deliver meals to seniors in Pleasanton. 
The time commitment is two hours, 
once a week. Call Julie Antonelli at 
931-5385.
Reading Volunteers Needed The 
Barton Reading Program needs read-
ing volunteers are needed and a new 
group is set to train in the fall. No 
experience is necessary and training 
is free. We will match you to a student 
who needs your help and will provide 
the materials needed to bring the 
student’s reading and spelling up to 
grade level or above. There are cur-
rently over 80 volunteer tutors making 
a difference for over 135 Pleasanton 
students. An optional information 
meeting is from 7 to 8 p.m. May 23 at 
Valley View Elementary School, 480 
Adams Way. Call Christina Clark at 
426-4231 ext. 2638 or e-mail cclark@
pleasanton.k12.ca.us.
Tri-Valley Animal Rescue Do you 
love animals? Become a volunteer 
or a Foster with Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue. Orientations are held at East 
County Animal Shelter (ECAS) from 
1 to 2:30 p.m. the second Saturday 
and fourth Sunday of each month. 
Registration is not required to attend 
the orientation. Call 803-7043 or visit 
www.tvar.org. 

TV30
Ask the Doctor Women’s Health is 
the topic for “Ask the Doctor,” TV30’s 
live call-in show at 7 p.m. Aug.8. 
Viewers can phone in their questions 
for guest obstetrician/gynecologist 
Mark Lollar, M.D., by calling Channel 
30 at 462-3030. Sponsored by San 
Ramon Regional Medical Center. 

Serving with intelligence 
& integrity.

Business
Business Formation 

Contract Review  
Employment 
Collections

Real Estate 
Landlord/Tenant

Transactions 

Litigation
Commercial
Elder Abuse

Trust Litigation

6160 Stoneridge Mall Rd Ste. 210
Pleasanton, CA 94588

925.468.0400
925.468.0276 FAX

inquires@garcialawgrp.com
www.garcialawgrp.com

Consultations available 
in Spanish 5505 Sunol Boulevard, Pleasanton • 925 846 5040

Trusted Brands ... Since 1976

Toto Air Bath

LUMBER & HARDWARE 

680
580

Sunol Blvd Exit
1/4 Mile East

C L O S E D  S U N D A Y S

Stress 
Eraser.
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SMOG INSPECTION

Harry’s Auto Repair
Test and Repair

925-462-3237
No Appointments Necessary!

183-A Wyoming St., Pleasanton • Mon-Sat 9-5

 + $8.25 CERT.$35 with
coupon(     )Special

1989-C Santa Rita Road • (925) 462-0402
www.travel-desk.com • CST#101368810

D e s t i n a t i o n s
Unlimited

Established in 1985Specializing in
Europe and the 
South Pacific 



American
Bridges
44 Church St., Danville, 820-7200. 
Executive Chef Kevin Gin interprets 
California-American cuisine with 
European and Asian influences with 
expansive lunch and dinner menus. 
Add dessert, wine and cocktails and 
you have Bridges’ casual fine dining 
experience. Visit www.bridgesdan-
ville.com for event and private party 
details.

Asian-Pacific
Mahalo Grille
425 Main St., Pleasanton, 462-2800. 
Treat yourself to a taste sensation at 
Mahalo Grille featuring a variety of 
Pacific seafood, Hawaiian fresh fish 
and shell fish, and “Mahalo” signature 
selections. Also try our various veg-
etarian-friendly offerings, California 
wines and island cocktails. Visit www.
mahalogrille.com.

Barbecue
Red Smoke Grill
4501 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
734-0307. Home of the Tri Tip and 
Blue, Red Smoke Grill was voted best 
take out food by Pleasanton Weekly 
readers in 2006. Dine in or take out 
rotisserie chicken, ribs, prawns, salads 
and tri tip, or pulled pork sandwiches. 
Relax with a beer or a bottle of wine. 
Visit www.redsmokegrill.com. 

Brewpub/Alehouse
The Hop Yard American Alehouse 
and Grill 
3015H Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
426-9600. Voted Best Watering Hole 
in Pleasanton, The Hop Yard offers 
30 craft beers on tap as well as great 
food. The full-service menu includes 
appetizers, salads and grilled fare that 
will bring you back time and again. 
Banquet facilities available. On the 
web at www.hopyard.com.

470 Market Place, San Ramon, 277-
9600. Featuring a giant 8-foot projec-

tion screen for major sporting events, 
they also feature 30 beers on tap 
and a great grill. Go in for the beer, 
go back for the food. More at www.
hopyard.com.

California Cuisine
Stacey’s at Waterford
4500 Tassajara Road, Ste. C., 
Dublin, 551-8325. We serve sea-
sonal California cuisine using the 
freshest ingredients, with delicious 
dishes including seafood, pasta, meat, 
wood fired pizza and even vegetarian 
choices. Available for special events 
on Sundays. Visit www.staceysatwa-
terford.com.
Stacey’s Cafe
310 Main St., Pleasanton, 461-3113. 
Located on Main Street in downtown 
Pleasanton, Stacey’s is open for lunch 
and dinner seven days a week, serv-
ing fresh California cuisine. Come as 
you are and enjoy our dining room, 
banquet room, outdoor patios and full 
bar. Visit www.staceyscafe.com.

Catering
Fontina’s Catering
349 Main St., Downtown Pleasanton, 
462-9299. Fontina Ristorante’s award-
winning menu can now be delivered 
to your home or office. Our lunch and 
dinner specialties feature homemade 
soups and pastas, premium seafood 
and meats, and a vegetarian menu. 
For parties of 10 or more, we’ll include 
free dessert or 10 percent off your 
total bill (excluding tax).

Chinese
Chinese Szechuan
3059 Hopyard Road #G, Pleasanton, 
846-5251. Chinese Szechuan is 
Pleasanton’s best-loved Chinese res-
taurant. Family owned and run since 
1987, it has friendly service, delicious 
food and great prices, including lunch 
specials and carry-out. A banquet 
room is available. 
Panda Mandarin Cuisine
30 W. Angela St., Pleasanton, 484-

DiningOutDiningOut
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OFFER EXTENDED DUE TO POPULAR DEMAND

$55summer’s famous dinner for two

Dine at either PASTAS TRATTORIA or MAHALO GRILLE and take advantage of this great offer, which includes:

2 SMALL CAESAR SALADS

2 SPECIALTY ENTRÉES

1 DELICIOUS DESSERT

425 Main Street
Pleasanton, 94566

(925) 462-2800
reservations recommended

Pleasanton’s Favorite Italian

405 MAIN STREET
Pleasanton, 94566

(925) 417-2222

*Offer 

extended thru

August 22nd! *cannot be combined with any 
other offers or promotions.

Garlic Di Pasta – same owner and same great food
3037-G Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton (At Valley Ave in Hopyard Village)

925-485-4500
www.LaViteRestaurant.com

The euphoria of fi ne Italian food
Elegant banquet 

room and wine bar 
combination ideal 
for all your special 

occasions.

• Catering Service

• Take Out Menu

Italian Style Spaghetti & Ravioli
Lunches • Dinners  • Beers on Tap • Orders to Go

288 Main Street • 846-2520Open 7 Days

Check out our new website at
www.gayninetiespizza.com

(continued on page 28)



Dining Out

4880. Panda offers several delicious 
specials using fresh ingredients and 
spices that make traditional northern 
Chinese cuisine such a delight. Open 
for lunch Monday through Friday, din-
ner Monday through Saturday, closed 
Sunday. A private banquet room is avail-
able. Visit www.pandapleasanton.com.

Continental
Barone’s
475 St. John St., Pleasanton, 426-
0987. Pleasanton’s most romantic 
continental cuisine restaurant features 
innovative pasta, seafood and meat 
entrees, outdoor dining, and a full 
bar. Barone’s is open for dinner seven 
nights and lunch Monday through 
Friday, with live music on Friday and 
Saturday evenings. Ask about our 
banquet facilities and special events.

Fusion
Oasis Grille
780 Main St., Pleasanton, 417-8438. 
Visit downtown Pleasanton’s exotic 
dining destination. Oasis features 
kabobs, rice and vegetarian dishes, to 
name a few. Check out our updated 
wine and exotic cocktail menus. We 
also cater! Visit www.OasisGrille.com.

Italian
Fontina Ristorante
349 Main St., Pleasanton, 462-9299. 
This popular downtown restaurant 
gets rave reviews from both locals 
and visitors. Fontina offers a changing, 
seasonal menu and daily specials--
including homemade soups, pastas, 
seafood, chicken and veal--served in a 
comfortably elegant atmosphere. We 
have indoor and outdoor seating. Join 
us for Saturday and Sunday cham-
pagne brunch.

Frankie, Johnnie & Luigi Too!
11891 Dublin Blvd., Dublin, 828-9380. 
Lively chatter and the aroma of garlic 
fill this warm and friendly, classically 
“Italian” restaurant. Watch cooks hand 
toss dough at this Tri-Valley pizza 
Mecca. It’s perfect for romantic cou-
ples and the entire family. Authentic 
Southern Italian cooking includes tradi-
tional dishes such as Veal Scaloppini, 
Lamb Osso Bucco and Scampi.
La Vite Ristorante
3037-G Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
485-4500. La Vite Ristorante was rated 
“A” by the Contra Costa Times restau-
rant critic and voted the best Italian res-
taurant by the readers of the Tri-Valley 
Herald. We’re located off the beaten 
path of downtown Pleasanton in the 
Hopyard Village Shopping Center.
Girasole Grill
3180 Santa Rita Road at West Las 
Positas Boulevard, Pleasanton, 
484-1001. Girasole, a locally owned 
family business, is an award winning 
California style Italian restaurant. We 
feature signature cuisine such as 
Scoozzi, Absolut! prawns, chicken 
gorgi, ppinach for Veronica, Tuscan 
pork and signature fresh seafood...just 
to name a few. We are upscale, but 
California casual with friendly prices. 
Pastas Trattoria
405 Main St., Pleasanton, 417-2222. 
Pastas Trattoria has an elegant atmo-
sphere and a one-of-a-kind menu. 
We feature steaks, seafood and our 
famous pasta, plus a superb selection 
of spirits and fine wines. Live music 
will jazz up your Friday and Saturday 
evenings. The banquet facilities have 
wireless Internet for large parties, up 
to 70 guests.

Japanese
Sato Japanese Cuisine
3105-K Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
462-3131. Makoto Sato, Owner 
Operator has been serving traditional 

japanese cuisine for over 25 years in 
Pleasanton. Enjoy the variety of our 
sushi bar and Japanese tempura and 
teriyaki sushi. We are open for lunch 
and dinner. We also do catering. Open 
Tuesday through Sunday and closed 
Monday. 

Mexican
Blue Agave Club
625 Main St., Pleasanton, 417-1224. 
Come downtown for fine dining†and 
casual lunches in our outdoor patio. 
Our menu includes a variety of selec-
tions from classic tortilla soup and 
mole poblano to grilled salmon (a 
house specialty) and filet mignon with 
a spicy Chipotle Chile sauce. We also 
specialize in premium “sipping” tequi-
las and carry over 200 different variet-
ies. Visit www.blueagaveclub.com.

Pizza
Gay Nineties Pizza Co.
288 Main St., Pleasanton, 846-2520. 
Gay Nineties is family-oriented with 
an extensive menu, including our 
renowned pizza, Italian dishes, salads 
and sandwiches. We also have wine, 
beer, patio dining and games for kids. 
Come for groups, take out and call-
ahead lunch orders. We’re open seven 
days a week from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m.

Add your 2 cents to

www.PleasantonWeekly.com

Town
Square
Town
Square

“alta cocina mexicana”
BLUE AGAVE CLUB

“High-end” Mexican Cuisine

 casual lunches • fine dining 
award-winning margaritas 

Chinese Szechuan
Szechuan Mandarin

3059 Hopyard Road #G
Hopyard Village @ Valley

Pleasanton

(925)846-5251

—No MSG—

“Open Since 1987”

Banquet Room 
Available

We also serve Brown Rice

LUNCH SPECIALS

Closed Mondays

DINE IN
FOOD TO GO

Lunch • Dinner • Catering
Open Tuesday–Sunday

Closed Monday

In Hopyard Village Shopping Center
3015-K Hopyard Rd.

462-3131

JAPANESE
CUISINE

OWNER OPERATED FOR 25 YEARS
MAKOTO SATO

Sushi Bar
Tempura 

Teriyaki Sushi

IT’S YOUR TURN

W W W. P L E A S A N T O N W E E K L Y. C O M

to VOTE for the
Best Of 

Pleasanton

Vote online by Aug. 24

www.hopyard.com

Pleasanton
(925) 426-9600
3015-H Hopyard Road

30 BEERS ON TAP
Huge Outdoor Patio!

Neighborhood Brewpub

Voted Best Place
for an

After-Work Drink

• 3 New Specials 
Every Week

• Seasonal Menu

925.462.9299
349 Main Street, Downtown Pleasanton • www.fontinas.com

*One free child meal (under 12 yrs) 
with one paying adult

Kids eat free*
Monday & Tuesday


