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LIVERMORE
6189 SPRINGTIME COMMON $725,000
4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths. 2233 +/- square feet. This beau-
tiful features a gourmet kitchen, luxurious master 
suite and bath, large family room with gas fireplace.
SANDRA GILBERT 925.251.2521

Pleasanton 5075 Hopyard Road, Suite 110 925.251.2500
plus 13 other Bay Area Locations

www.InteroRealEstate.com  Log on to find your dream home or an exciting new career.

2003 Intero Real Estate Services, Inc.  All rights reserved. The logo is a service mark of Intero Real Estate Services, Inc.  *Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

PLEASANTON
3666 WOODBINE WAY $420,950
Condo 2 beds 1 bath 867 square feet, New appliances, 
new bathroom, new tile floors and new carpet.  Great 
starter unit.
MARK KOTCH 925.989.1581

PLEASANTON
1444 FLORENZA COURT $2,140,000
Unique Craftsman Style Former Model Ruby Hill 
Estate on .75 acre Lot with many upgrades. 4 bedrms 
+ office + Game room 5 baths 5car garage. 
GIGI SROUR (510) 673-9807

PLEASANTON
245 RACHAEL PLACE $424,950
2 bedroom, 2 bath Condo moments to downtown, new 
carpet & paint, vaulted ceiling, stone fireplace, newer 
washer & dryer, central a/c, ceiling fans.
DANIEL ALPHER 925.548.6500

PLEASANTON
505 CENTO COURT $1,339,900
Ruby Hill Former Model!4 bed + office, 3 full bath, 
3,023 +/- sq ft of living space , Formal dining room w/ 
fireplace, Family room w/ fireplace, Gourmet kitchen.
ROBIN YOUNG 925.251.2541

TRACY
2765 REDBRIDGE ROAD $799,000
Located in the prestigious Redbridge Community, this 
stunning home offers 4 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths 3485 +/- Sq. 
Ft., built in 2001, with separate in-law/guest quarters. 
JUDY PIPKIN 925.487.5065

DUBLIN
3275 DUBLIN BLVD # 425 $461,000
Best Deal Around! Lowest Price in years! Foreclosure 
very near! This is a sacrifice to the seller! Gorgeous 
Penthouse Location, 2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms.
DENISE IVALDI 925.846.7997

LIVERMORE
2296 LECCINO COURT $1,649,365
Fabulous Country House features 4 bedrooms, 5.5 
baths, with numerous upgrades throughout, Tranquil 
Pool & Spa, Outdoor Kitchen, Full Wine Closet.
MARK KOTCH 925.989.1581

LIVERMORE
3036 KENNEDY STREET $550,000
Fabulous 3 Bedrooms and 2.5 Baths w/tons of 
upgrades, granite slab in kitchen, upgraded baths, 
new roof, heat & air, new electrical wiring. 
JUDY PIPKIN 925.487.5065

SAN RAMON
3 LOBELIA LANE $879,000
4 beds + loft , 2.5 Bath, 2,208 +/- sq. ft.   Office with 
custom shelving, hardwood floors, Gourmet Kitchen 
stone Tile floor, Granite Counters.
JOE LEDESMA 925.251.2559 

FREMONT
34667 TABU TERRACE $442,000
2 bed / 2 bath upstairs end unit, freshly painted, beau-
tiful views, fireplace, inside laundry, private master 
bedroom, mirrored closet doors, single car garage.
ROBIN YOUNG 925.251.2541 

OPEN SUN 1-4

PLEASANTON
6022 ALISAL STREET $2,995,888
4 plus bedrooms, 3 full baths, 7500 +/-sq. ft, 1 acre, 
1,248 +/- sq. ft. hobby building, Media Room, Game 
Room, Gourmet Kitchen with granite counter.
MARK KOTCH 925.989.1581

OPEN SUN 1-4

OPEN SAT 1-4

OPEN SAT/SUN 1:30-5:00OPEN SUN 1-4 SAT BY APPT.

OPEN SUN 1-4
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• Gallery open daily
• Art consultants always available for in 
home or office art design.

Enjoy the Village Gallery of Danville’s 

impressive display of world class wall art, 

glass, sculpture, and jewelry.

820 Sycamore Valley Road West 
@ The Livery, Danville

925.552.5110

Announcing!
Art Beyond Decor

at

Village Gallery of Danville

“Introducing new artist, Roza Goneva”

Also at the Village Gallery of  Danville: 

Experience Artique Framing with 18 
years of excellence in frame design and custom 
picture framing.

D U B L I N I   F R E M O N T I   L I V E R M O R E I   N E WA R K 

Set t ing the S tandard for Over 30 Years

Purchase a $100 Gift Card and get a 
HOLIDAY GIFT PACK FOR ONLY $25!
($50 Value! Includes: Sports Bag, Sweatshirt and Goggles)

Learn to 
SWIM!

Heated, Indoor Pools – Open Year Round
7 Days a Week – AM and PM Classes

All Levels – Infant through Adult

800.810.SWIM
www.AmericanSwimAcademy.com

T o write about Pleasanton’s 
famous Kobelt sisters—
Karla, 66, and Klaudia, 

64—I have to also mention 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” Chicago’s 
Palmer House, Jack Benny, Tokyo, 
Moscow, the San Ramon Valley 
Dance Academy, Cal State East 
Bay and Aunt Elsie. If you’re hav-
ing trouble connecting the dots, 
read on.
 The Kobelt sisters, who never 
married, have lived in Pleasanton 
for more than 30 years. Life is quiet-
er now than in the mid-1950s when 
as an acrobatic dance team, they 
warmed up audiences for such leg-
endary entertainers as Mary Martin, 
Ella Fitzgerald, Steve Allen, Dionne 
Warwick, Phyllis Diller, Benny and 
many others. Their talents so thrilled 
audiences that they were frequently 
called back for more as the stars 
waited in the wings. Main features 
at the Palmer House’s Empire Room 
and on other main stages through-
out the Midwest and East Coast, 
they also played Las Vegas in that 
city’s early days and, as teenagers, 
were part of civic light operas on 
stages on the West Coast and with 
Mary Martin on early television in 
Los Angeles, with “Annie Get Your 
Gun.”
 Although they liked Chicago 
because of its central location, they 
relocated to New York as book-
ings increased at night clubs and 
on Broadway. No sooner had they 
settled into a Manhattan apartment 
then a Japanese agent, who had seen 
their performances as part of the “My 
Fair Lady” cast with the National 
Company in Moscow, asked them 
to take their act to Tokyo where 
stage shows were gaining momen-
tum. After 14 months there, they 
returned to the states, working with 
Ella Fitzgerald and Jackie Mason 
at the Flamingo Hotel. Reaching 
their 30th birthdays, the strain of 
travel and their strenuous stage acts 
were taking their toll. So the sis-

ters closed down their act and relo-
cated to weather-friendly California, 
choosing Pleasanton which they 
knew from their performances at the 
County Fairgrounds.
 Klaudia and Karla, who had been 
dancing since they were 3 and 5 
years old, decided to teach dancing 
to others, joining with a friend they 
knew from “My Fair Lady” to form 
a partnership with the San Ramon 
Valley Dance Academy. They built 
the facility in 1978 and still teach 
there, although they sold their inter-
ests last year. Karla is still involved 
with one of the dance companies 
and Klaudia works as a dance con-
sultant. As their professional work 
ebbs, both now want to do more in 
Pleasanton, possibly with programs 
at the Senior Center or with theater 
programs run by the city.
 In 1984, Klaudia decided to pur-
sue the college degree she never 
had time to do as a dancer, and 
enrolled at Las Positas College, 
and then later Cal State East Bay 
(then Cal State Hayward), achieving 
her goal of graduating before she 
turned 60 by just one month. At Cal 
State, she also volunteered to help 
“retreads”—as she called herself—
return to school and learn to handle 
computers and the new technologies 
as she had done. She was especially 
impressed with the school’s nursing 
program, so to honor their Aunt 
Elsie Sanderson, their late mother’s 
twin sister, who had always wanted 
to be a nurse but couldn’t afford 
the training, the sisters established 
a scholarship in her name. They’re 
involved in reviewing the applicants 
and awarding the scholarships to 
provide deserving students with the 
funding needed to complete the pro-
gram. Aunt Elsie died in 1996 and 
the sisters’ mother Ethel Kobelt died 
in 1998, both in their 90s and proud 
to be a close part of Klaudia and 
Karla’s lives, their success and their 
continued good work in Pleasanton. 
■

AroundPleasanton
by Jeb Bing

Pleasanton’s famous 
Kobelt sisters keep 

dancing alive

About the Cover
A leading science professor who’s best known as “The Father of 10K-A-
Day” says he holds the secret to staying healthy—walking 10,000 steps 
a day. And nowhere is a better place to do that than in Pleasanton, which 
has a wealth of walking options. That number of steps adds up to 5 miles 
on the average treadmill. Cover by Ben Ho.

Vol. VI, Number 2

The Pleasanton Weekly is published weekly by Embarcadero Publishing Co., 5506 
Sunol Blvd., Suite 100, Pleasanton, CA 94566; (925) 600-0840. USPS 020407. 
The Pleasanton Weekly is mailed free upon request to homes and apartments in 
Pleasanton. Voluntary subscriptions at $30 per year ($50 for two years) are welcome 
from Pleasanton residents. Subscription rate for businesses and for residents of other 
communities is $40 per year. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Pleasanton 
Weekly, 5506 Sunol Blvd., Suite 100, Pleasanton, CA 94566. © 2006 by Embarcadero 
Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reproduction without permission is strictly prohibited.
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Q: What do you think about the Golden 
Gate Bridge exploring corporate 
sponsorship opportunities?

Asked Around Town

Tom Yates
IT Project Manager

I don’t have an issue with that idea. 
I don’t want to pay higher rates to 
cross the bridge. Possibly corpo-
rate sponsorship would help keep 
tolls down. As long as there are not 
company logos pasted all over the 
bridge, I don’t see a problem.

Jennifer Ryan
Hair Stylist

I think it would be terrible. The 
bridge is an international symbol 
of San Francisco and one of the 
manmade wonders of the world. To 
attach some corporate name to it 
would be a sell out. I’d rather pay 
more to drive across.

Micheal Wood
Real Estate Investor

We are here in the U.S. on holiday. 
One of the sights we are most inter-
ested in visiting is the Golden Gate 
Bridge. It would be a shame to see 
a corporate name advertised, in any 
way, on such an internationally rec-
ognized structure. 

Jeffery Verduzco
Glazier

I would hate to see company adver-
tisements all over the Golden Gate 
Bridge. If it were just the workers 
wearing vests with the company 
logo that would be alright, you 
barely ever see those guys anyway. 

Jim Greiwing
Contractor

I am conflicted about the idea. It 
seems that every sports coliseum or 
arena has some large corporations 
name attached to it which makes it 
seems commercialized and manipu-
lative. But, if the company were 
to supplement the rising costs of 
bridge tolls, that would be a good 
thing.

StreetwiseStreetwise

Have a Streetwise question? E-mail: editor@PleasantonWeekly.com
Compiled by Cybele Ryan

Unretouched clinical photo 
taken while frowning before 
and 14 days after treatment 

with Botox® Cosmetic

Also Offering Botox®/Restylane® Treatments

$100 OFF
Botox® Treatment plus 

Free Consultation to new clients only
Safe FDA Approved
Botox®/Restylane®

Lunch, Evening & Saturday appts. available
Dr. David Melamed, MD

Dermatologist
925-846-5614

FREE CONSULTATION
New clients only
offer expires Jan 30, 2007

Pleasanton
374 St. Mary St.
925 846-5614

San Ramon
2701 Crow Canyon Blvd.
925 837-6400

Mental Health Counseling
is available for adults, fam-
ilies, teens and children.

The following
insurance plans/EAPs are

now accepted:

Counseling is available 
on a sliding scale to those

without insurance.

Information &
Appointments:

(925) 201-6240

Axis Community Health 
is a licensed, nonprofit
healthcare organization
committed to serving 

the community.

www.axishealth.org 

Anxious?
Depressed?

Fearful? 
Worried?

• Cigna • Value Options 
• Magellan including Aetna 

• UBH • MHN 

Serving with 
integrity 
dedicated 

to your 
overall 

satisfaction

Complimentary Design Consultation

4175 First Street
Livermore

925.454.8583

2172 San Ramon Blvd., Ste. D
San Ramon

925.831.8685

Serving with intelligence 
& integrity.

Business
Business Formation

Contract Review
Employment Advice

Collections

Real Estate
Landlord/Tenant

Transactions

Litigation
Commercial
Elder Abuse

Trust Litigation

Estate Planning

6160 Stoneridge Mall Rd. Ste. 210
Pleasanton, CA 94588

925.468.0400
925.468.0276 FAX

inquiries@garcialawgrp.com
www.garcialawgrp.com

Consultations available 
in Spanish.
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NewsfrontNewsfront
Comcast rates to increase 

beginning Jan. 1

 Starting Jan. 1, the Comcast 
cable rates will increase an aver-
age of 6 percent around the Bay 
Area. Comcast said the change 
reflects the current value of prod-
ucts and services after a $200 mil-
lion dollar investment in products 
and services. The most popular 
package, standard cable, will go 
from $47.25 to 51.50, while the 
Bay Area average new year rate 
would be $41.34. Limited basic 
cable will stay at $15.77, expand-
ed basic will increase to $35.73 
from $31.48, and the enhanced 
value package rate will move 
from $49.99 to $53.50, accord-
ing to Pamela Ott, Pleasanton’s 
economic development director. 
Currently Comcast’s Internet and 
digital voice service prices will 
remain the same.

Blood bank open despite strikes

 Red Cross nurses on strike 
caused Oakland and Newark blood 
banks to close, but the Pleasanton 
bank will remain open. Red Cross 
spokeswoman Sara O’Brien said 
that while picketers may be out-
side the building, it’s business 
as usual in Pleasanton, includ-
ing the blood supply to hospitals. 
O’Brien also said rescheduled 
appointments from the closed 
banks would not drastically affect 
the service. The blood bank is 
located at 5556-B Springdale 
Ave. between JC Penney Home 
Center and Cost Plus. The hours 
are Tues. from 12 to 7:30 p.m., 
Wed. and Thurs. from 11 a.m. to 
6:30 p.m., Fri. and Sat. from 7:30 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

Local bank changes name

 The Bank of Walnut Creek, 
which has a location on Main 
Street in downtown Pleasanton, 
has changed names.
 The bank will now be called 
First Republic Bank after a 
merger and conversion of Bank 
of Walnut Creek accounts. The 
Bank of Walnut Creek Web site 
will remain active through Jan. 
31. First Republic also plans to 
add a new office in Pleasanton.

‘Real Rain Main’ comes to LPC

 Kim Peek, the megasavant who 
inspired the Academy Award-
winning film “Rain Man,” will 
speak from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. 
Dec. 5 in Room 601 at Las 
Positas College, 3033 Collier 
Canyon Road in Livermore. The 
event is presented by the depart-
ment of psychology and the Psi 
Beta National Honor Society in 
Psychology and is open to the 
public. A $5 donation is request-
ed. Call Ernie Jones at 424-1217 
for more information.

News Digest

Pleasanton teen dies in crash
17-year-old dreamed 
of opening his own 
mechanics garage

by Emily Atwood

C ameron Mitchell-Goulette 
had called his dad at 7:30 
p.m. Nov. 26 as he was 

heading home to Pleasanton from 
Discovery Bay. He asked his dad 
if they could go shopping for some 
new work boots. 
 Unbeknownst to father and son, 
it would be the last time they would 
speak, as Mitchell-Goulette was 
killed in a single-vehicle accident 
on southbound Vasco Road shortly 
before 9 p.m. that night. There 
were no witnesses to the accident, 
which occurred two miles north of 
the Alameda County line, but the 
17-year-old apparently lost control 
of his 1972 Chevrolet pickup truck 
as it went up an embankment, over-
turned on its roof and came back 
down 150 feet away into the fast 
lane, California Highway Patrol 
Officer Scott Yox said. 

 He was wearing a seatbelt and 
the cause of the accident will be 
determined by a toxicology report 
and vehicle inspection, Yox said, 
adding that the roads were slick 
from rain that night.

 A Contra Costa County coroner’s 
deputy said the teen’s death was 
due to a blunt force head injury. 
 Born July 22, 1989 in Framingham, 
Mass., Mitchell-Goulette had previ-
ously lived in Ottawa, Canada and 
Hudson, Mass. before his family 
settled in Pleasanton 11 years ago. 
He enjoyed radio-controlled cars, 
music, snowboarding, movies, read-
ing, animals, camping and fishing. 
 He and his father, Joseph 
Goulette, a general contractor, 

were planning a camping trip at 
Tuolumne River near Yosemite this 
weekend. They often took camp-
ing and fishing trips together, his 
father said. They had also worked 
together on a construction job in 
Fremont during the summer. 
 After some rough times, the 17-
year-old had recently moved back 
home with hopes to enroll in classes 
at Las Positas College. His life was 
taking a positive turn, and he was 
enjoying time spent with his family, 
Goulette said. He was very mechani-
cally minded and strong willed, his 
father said, and dreamed of opening 
his own mechanics garage. He was 
bright and received excellent grades 
in school, even passing a high school 
equivalency exam a year early at 
Village High School in 2006.
 The community has been very 
generous, with friends and co-work-
ers providing the family with meals 
and condolences, Goulette said. 
Friends at Barone’s Restaurant, 475 
St. John St., have offered to hold a 
memorial service there for friends 

“He will be terribly, 
terribly missed and 
was loved very much 
by his parents”

—Joseph Goulette

(continued on page 9)

Newly-elected 
mayor, council 
members take 
office Tuesday 

Brozosky, who lost 
to Hosterman, to step 
down after 4 years 

as councilman

by Jeb Bing

M ayor Jennifer Hosterman, 
who won re-election by 
just 189 votes out of more 

than 23,000 cast in the Nov. 7 
election, will be sworn in for a 
second two-year term of office 
Tuesday night.
 At the same time, Councilman 
Jerry Thorne, who was elected to a 
four-year term on the council, and 
high school teacher Cheryl Cook-
Kallio, elected to her first four-year 
term also will be sworn in. Thorne 
received 12,247 votes, or 33.5 per-
cent of all votes cast in the council 
race, with Cook-Kallio receiving 
9,135 votes, or 25 percent.
 The seating of the new City 
Council will come after the cur-
rent council certifies the result of 
the election and after Councilman 
Steve Brozosky makes his farewell 
remarks. Brozosky, who is com-
pleting his fourth year on the coun-
cil, chose not to seek re-election so 
that he could challenge Hosterman 
for the mayor’s post. By losing that 
race, he no longer has a spot in the 
city government.
 Hosterman expects the new 
council to be more cooperative 
both in its discussions of issues 
under consideration and in its rela-
tions among members. For the past 
four years, and especially since 
2004 when she was elected mayor, 
Hosterman has frequently sparred 
with Brozosky, and they often dis-
agreed on key issues.
 “I expect the meetings to move 
more smoothly and more quick-
ly,” she said. “I think this will 
be good for the council and the 
people we serve.”
 It’s possible that the results of 
the Nov. 7 election won’t be certi-
fied before Tuesday, the deadline 
for the county’s acting Registrar 
David McDonald to complete 
that work. As of Wednesday, the 
Registrar’s office showed the final 
vote county at 11,667, or 50.15 per-
cent for Hosterman, and 11,478, or 
49.334 percent for Brozosky, with 
117 write-in ballots. The Registrar’s 
Web site showed that counting in 
the Pleasanton race ended at 2:45 
Monday, Nov. 20, although less than 
100 votes still had to be counted.
 Pleasanton isn’t alone in its tight 
council race, which is the closest in 
the city’s history.

(continued on page 13)

Valley Avenue underpass 
to open in spring

 Longest thoroughfare will add cross-town traffic options
by Jeb Bing

T hree major construction 
projects are under way or 
on the horizon as part of 

multi-million-dollar improve-
ments to the city’s street and 

traffic network.
 First to be completed in early 
spring is a $5 million roadway exten-
sion and railroad underpass that will 
connect Valley Avenue to Sunol 
Boulevard from where Valley now 

ends just south of Bernal Avenue at 
the Fairgrounds. When completed, 
Valley will become one of the lon-
gest thoroughfares in Pleasanton.

A construction crew finishes roadwork on Valley Avenue extension between Bernal Avenue at the Fairgrounds and 
Sunol Boulevard, opposite Junipero Street. An underpass that will allow vehicles and pedestrians to move under the 
Union Pacific Railroad tracks is also nearing completion, with opening day planned in early spring. The project, includ-
ing the underpass, is costing $5.3 million, with developers on the Bernal tract paying the bill.

Jeb
 B

ing

(continued on page 13)
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OutdoorOutdoorOutdoor Award winning T3 Award winning T3 Award winning T3
Suunto T1,T3, T4, & T6 monitorsSuunto T1,T3, T4, & T6 monitorsSuunto T1,T3, T4, & T6 monitors

 now in stock! $99 now in stock! $99 now in stock! $99———$499$499$499

HOLIDAY SA
Promotion ends 12/25/0

NO INTEREST OR PAYMENTS UNTI

$1899.

GGG
AAA

Located in the BofA building on 337B Main St
Entrance is in rear of building facing parking

CycleOps PowerTap 300PT

�� Infinitely adjustable to mimic your own bike 

�� Analyze power, heartrate, cadence and 150 
hours of workouts to your PC with the revolu-
tionary Powerlink software 

SIDI GEN
Why is this the most po

�� Patented Velcro syst

�� Specifically engineer

�� Replaceable heel pad

MAVIC KSYRIUM ES 
Ltd Edition 1485g set boasts lightest 
weight with highest strength. Com-

plete with Ti skewers and wheelbags 

$999.9
9

* On approved credit—order of $1000 or more 

925-485-3218

AVINGS
06

L 2008*

GIFT CARDSGIFT CARDSGIFT CARDS
Any denominationAny denominationAny denomination

t.
lot 

SALE
$189.99

REG: $229.99 

NIUS 5
opular cycling shoe? 
tem that won’t slip 

red for comfort 

d

C Y C L E P A T H . C OC Y C L E P A T H . C OC Y C L E P A T H . C O

NEW OAKLEY O ROKR
$249.99 *Nano Adpt $49

�� Wireless earpiece to Nano* and 
Bluetooth phones 

�� Interchangeable lenses 

�� GREAT HOLIDAY GIFT! 

Whether it’s the revolutionary New Scott
Plasma, the Look 595 or a bike for your 
child; Cyclepath is ready to serve your 

cycling needs 

Nike Womens 3/4 Nike Womens 3/4 Nike Womens 3/4 
Sleeve JerseySleeve JerseySleeve Jersey

$44.99$44.99$44.99

O MO MO M
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Newsfront

Helping People Fulfill the American Dream

The right lender to know™
6601 Koll Center Parkway, Suite 100, Pleasanton

www.rpm-mortgage.com
925.600.2000

As a combined mortgage broker and banker, Residential Pacific Mortgage delivers dual service value. Regardless of what 
type or size of home loan a borrower requires, our experienced Loan Agents can obtain the Right loan at the Right price. 

RESIDENTIAL PACIFIC MORTGAGE

Rich Atkinson
600-2030

Rick Goss
600-2005

Diane Koizumi
600-2010

Branch Manager
Bonnie Halleran

600-2020

Sandy Hermann
600-2028

Pamela Hester
600-2027

Yvonne Herbeck
600-2015

Brad Louden
600-2021

Kim Pedersen
600-2014

Terri Terriquez
600-2025

Tom Vinson
600-2012

Diane Wood
600-2011

Marion Martini
600-2026

David McPherson
600-2024

David Mladinich
600-2008

Jeffery Wedderburn
600-2017

Joan Leavitt
600-2022

CA Dept. of Real Estate - real estate broker license # 01201643#110628

Dana Mesarchik
600-2004

Las Positas College leaders announce retirement
Campus master plan 

in place with proposed 
completion in 2011

by Emily Atwood

 Adding to the transformation 
of Las Positas College (LPC), 
two prominent leaders recent-
ly announced their retirement, 
effective August 2007.  M u c h 
of the momentum propelling the 
community college’s progression 
has come from Chabot-Las Positas 
Chancellor Susan Cota and LPC 
President Karen Halliday.
 Appointed in 2001, Cota became 
the first Hispanic female chancellor 
in California and in the district’s 
40-year history. After launching a 
district-wide strategic cost manage-
ment study to establish ongoing 
fiscal stability, she worked close-
ly with the Board of Trustees to 
secure the district office building 
here in Pleasanton. Under Cota, the 
schools’ accreditation was affirmed 
through 2009. 
 Perhaps Cota’s biggest accom-
plishment was leading the success-
ful 59 percent passage of Measure 
B, a $498 million facilities bond and 
the third largest bond in California 
community college history. 
 “Chancellor Cota has led this 
district with strength and integrity, 
always putting our students first in 
every conversation and decision,” 

said Isobel 
Dvorsky, pres-
ident of the 
district Board 
of Trustees. 
“Her leader-
ship has been 
recognized at 
the national, 
state and local 
levels, and our 
district and 
communities 
are much bet-
ter for hav-
ing her as our 
leader.”
 Cota will 
spend more 
time with fam-
ily and friends 
as she enters 
retirement, but 
said the excit-
ing change “is 
also tinged 
with a touch 
of sadness.”
 Halliday has served as LPC’s 
president since 2002, following 
Cota’s promotion to chancellor, and 
was previously the vice president 
of student services for eight years. 
During this time she led the passage 
of Measure B and led the develop-
ment of facilities and educational 
master planning. She’s also worked 
with the community to establish the 
Las Positas College Foundation, 

boasting growing assets of $1,703 
in 2003 to $353,300 three years 
later.
 Don Milanese, former vice presi-
dent of student services at LPC and 
now a consultant for the school, 
worked with and helped hire Cota 

and Halliday. 
 “Besides their varied experience, 
they had forward thinking and were 
charismatic with wonderful human 
relations skills,” he said. “They 
work easily with people and bring 
in new ideas—a fine record that’s 

been proven in both cases.”
 Replacements for Cota and 
Halliday have not been named, and 
the district will put out a nation-
wide search. But the search for a 

(continued on page 9)

The student population at Las Positas College is growing, and so the facilities follow. Under outgoing President Karen 
Halliday, a construction master plan was developed and put into action. Until the anticipated completion in 2010, con-
struction sites will be a common sight on the Livermore campus. 

Susan Cota 
Chabot-Las Positas 

Chancellor

Karen Halliday 
Las Positas 
President
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NewsfrontCLOCK REPAIR
Free Estimates
Free Pick-up & Delivery in Tri-Valley

Timely Service

Byfield’s Clock Shop Call (925) 736-9165

Consignment goes upscale!

442 Hartz  Avenue 
in Downtown Danville
Tuesday-Saturday 10-5

925.820.4956

Dress your Kids in the Best For The Holidays!

 * Overstock in Size 4T *

Cach Cach, Janie/Jack, Gymboree, Ralph 
plus Shoes! 

Adorable Kids Dressers are Here!

Time to Drop off Snow Gear/
Boots!!

Free Coffee

7031 Koll Center Pkwy.
Suite 210, Pleasanton CA 94566

925-846-1800

Coffee for the Day.....It’s the Windermere Way!

Do your shopping at the Farmer’s Market on 
Saturday from 8:00am-12:00pm and have an 
8 oz. cup of fresh, hot coffee from Bibiane 
Bakery (349 Main St.) on us.

Your dealer alternative, simply save without sacrifi cing quality service!

Special Offer 
$25 off

Present this offer and receive 
$25 off any brake job

Special Offer 
$25 off

Present this offer and receive $25 
off any repair or maintenance 

service over $100

Get Acquainted Offer For faster service - please call
 ahead for an appointment

$24.95*
plus tax & hazardous 
waste fee

Present this offer and receive a standard oil change and 
complimentary tire rotation for $24.95 including:

• Complimentary Tire Rotation
• Chassis Lubrication
• 5 Quarts Oil + Oil Filter
• Preventative Maintenance Insp.

26 California Ave. #D • Pleasanton

925-484-2013www.DomesticAutopro.com
Ford • Chrysler • Dodge • Jeep • Plymouth • Chevrolet • GM

Domes t i c  Spec i a l i s t

Expires 1/31/07. Not valid with any other offer.
One special off per person, per visit.

Expires 1/31/07. Not valid with any other offer.
One special off per person, per visit.

Expires 1/31/07. Diesel trucks & synthetic oil 
NOT included. Not valid with any other offer. 
One offer per person, per visit

Local groups offer scholarships
$500 awards available 
to prospective Bay Area 

college students

By Emily Atwood

 The CSU East Bay-Diablo chap-
ter of Phi Delta Kappa (PDK) 
International is offering three $500 
scholarships to high school seniors 
who plan to pursue a teaching career. 
These recipients also may be eligible 
as candidates for over 30 to 40 schol-
arship grants of $500 to up to renew-
able awards totaling $5,000 over four 
years from PDK International. 
 Seniors attending high schools or 
residing in Pleasanton, Livermore, 

Dublin, Castro Valley, Fremont, 
Hayward, Newark, San Leandro, 
San Lorenzo, Sunol and Union 
City are eligible to apply. Last year 
Clinton Christopher Cornfield of 
Foothill High School was one of 
the recipients. 
 Applications, which consist of a 
3-page application form, two let-
ters of reference (at least one from 
an educator), an essay (up to 500 
words), and an official transcript, 
must be received by Feb. 1. Winners 
will be notified Feb. 28. To obtain an 
application, go to www.pdkintl.org/
awards/pros_eds.htm, write to Phi 
Delta Kappa, CSU East Bay-Diablo 
Chapter, 1822 Harms Dr., Pleasanton 
CA 94566, or call 484-0169.

 For those interested in learn-
ing more about the University of 
Phoenix, attending an information-
al meeting could mean winning a 
$500 scholarship. Attendees of a 6 
p.m. Dec. 15 meeting held at each 
Bay Area campus will be placed 
in a drawing that celebrates the 
university’s 30th anniversary. The 
Pleasanton campus is located at 
7901 Stoneridge Drive, and there are 
campuses in Concord, Oakland, San 
Jose, Fremont and San Francisco. 
For more information about the 
scholarship, call Travis Allen at 
416-4100 or e-mail him at travis.
allen@phonenix.edu. Campus and 
course information can be found at 
www.phoenix.edu.   ■

Town gears up for holiday parade
Parade, tree lighting to entertain crowds downtown tomorrow

by Janet Pelletier

 While Santa is sure to be busy 
making the rounds here in the Tri-
Valley as Christmas approaches, 
he’s making room for Pleasanton 
in his schedule for an appearance 
at the annual Hometown Holiday 
Celebration Parade and Tree 
Lighting tomorrow.
 “It’s an annual tradition that’s 
been going on for many years,” said 
Carey Para, a Hometown Holiday 
assistant. “We have a lot of scout-
ing groups and local businesses and 
local nonprofits who are involved 
in this event and a lot of local spon-
sors and volunteers who have put 
in a lot of time to make this event 
happen. It’s just a good way to kick 
off the holiday season.”
 Marching bands, dance and horse 
groups and holiday-themed floats 
will take center stage along the 
parade route on Main Street down-
town. The parade begins at 5:30 
p.m. and will end with Old St. 
Nick riding down Main Street in a 
fire engine. A tree lighting which 
will be officiated by Mayor Jennifer 
Hosterman will follow at 6:30 p.m. 
The following are details on the 
holiday events scheduled locally:

Pleasanton Hometown 
Holiday Celebration Parade 

and Tree Lighting

 Festivities kick off with photos 

with Santa Claus from 3 to 5 p.m. 
in the gazebo at the Round Table 
Pizza parking lot, face painting 
from 4 to 8 p.m. and the parade from 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. tomorrow featur-
ing marching bands and floats. The 
parade will take place along Main 
Street, beginning at its intersec-
tion with St. John Street and end-
ing at Old Bernal Avenue. A tree 
lighting ceremony will follow the 
parade at the Pleasanton Arch with 
a special appearance by Santa and 
Mayor Jennifer Hosterman lighting 
the tree. Entertainment, including a 
community sing-along will also be 
held. Visit www.hometownholiday.
com or call 931-5352 for informa-
tion.

Dublin Holiday Workshop

 Participants can celebrate holi-
day pastime favorites such as mak-
ing crafts from pine cones, oranges 
and spices; listen to holiday music 
and enjoy gingerbread and hot 
apple cider at the annual holiday 
workshop from 1 to 4 p.m. tomor-
row at the Dublin Heritage Center, 
6600 Donlon Way. Cost is $3 for 
children; $5 for adults. Call 833-
6645 for more information.

Livermore 12th Annual 
Holiday Sights & Sounds 
Parade and Tree Lighting

 Parade featuring marching 
bands, music, light displays and 

an appearance by Santa Claus will 
begin at 6 p.m. tomorrow. Parade 
route will stretch along First 
Street from M Street to Livermore 
Avenue. Tree lighting will follow. 
Call 373-1795 for more informa-
tion. 

Dublin 23rd 
Annual Tree Lighting

 The tree lighting will be held 
from 7 to 8 p.m. Dec. 7 in the 
Civic Center Courtyard, 100 Civic 
Plaza. Event will include appear-
ance by Santa Claus, who will 
hand out candy canes. Following 
the tree lighting will be holiday 
music provided by the Fallon 
Middle School Jazz Band and the 
Dougherty Elementary School 
Choir. Organizers ask participants 
to bring a non-perishable food 
item for the Children’s Emergency 
Council food bank. Call 833-6645 
for more information.

Dublin Breakfast with Santa

 Two breakfasts with Santa 
will be held at 8:30 a.m. and 10 
a.m. Dec. 9 at the Dublin Senior 
Center, 7600 Amador Valley Blvd. 
Breakfast includes pancakes, 
sausage, fruit, milk and coffee. 
Proceeds benefit Dublin High 
School’s marching band. Cost is 
$6 for residents; $7 for non-resi-
dents. Call 833-6645 for more 
information. ■
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Newsfront
The Most Complete Selection at 

Completely Affordable Prices

Molding

8" Columns
8’

$139
10’

$159

2-1/4”
Base

26¢

3-1/4”
Base

38¢
3-5/8”
Crown
56¢

2-1/2”
Crown
43¢

Pleasanton
Real Estate News

by 
Gerarda
Stocking

Credit card levels can sky-
rocket for a wide variety of reasons.  
Anyone who has experienced high 
balances on credit cards knows how 
hard it is merely to run in place, 
keeping up with financing expenses, 
without even getting to the task of 
paying the debt off.  What to do?

Our homes, especially after 
recent years of value appreciation, 
offer a great resource.  We can do 
a cash-out refinancing or take out 
a home equity loan, paying off 
the credit cards with the proceeds.  
The upside is that we haven’t really 
created new debt.  We’ve transferred 
it from threatening plastic to home 
equity.  As we pay it down—a task 
that is much more easily accom-
plished now—we are giving our 
home equity back to ourselves.  And 
in most cases, we get to deduct the 
interest we pay in the process on 
our income tax return.

Any downsides?  Many of us 
now view the equity we have in 
our homes as a substantial part of 
our savings—so we are borrowing 
against our savings here.  It is not to 
be done lightly.  Financial advisors 
suggest we guard against running 
up our credit cards again once we’ve 
refinanced or taken out a home 
equity loan.

That said, it’s worth noticing that 
our homes have never served us 
as well or in as many ways as they 
do today. For more assistance, call 
Gerarda Stocking at 846-4000 
or visit her website at 
www.gerardastocking.com.

CONSOLIDATING 
CREDIT CARD DEBT

Gerarda Stocking is the Owner/Broker 
of Stocking Realty.

replacement may prove difficult 
from the outset.
 “For a lot of people at the college 
and in the district, [their leaving] 
will be sad. They’ve been positive 
forces in many ways. Neither is 
easy to replace,” Milanese added. 
 That’s quite a compliment com-
ing from someone who has been 
with LPC from its humble begin-
nings in high school classrooms 
in 1970. Milanese notes that while 
many districts are filled with finan-
cial problems and political issues, 
the Chabot-Las Positas district has 
prospered in finances, growth and 

innovative programs.
 Milanese was especially impressed 
with Halliday’s link to the commu-
nity, which was an integral part of the 
passing of Measure B. With a master 
plan in place, the funds garnered 
through the bond are currently being 
put to work in construction projects 
on the LPC campus. 
 Some projects included in the 
master plan are additional sports 
facilities, an aquatic center, a child 
development center, a center for the 
arts complete with an amphitheater 
and a science building extension, 
according to Karen Powell, the 
campus program manager from 
Parsons. The new gym is up and in 
use, and new classrooms are slated 
for completion in December.

 While most of the upcoming 
projects are either entering or exit-
ing the design process, Powell 
stressed the importance of keeping 
the plans environmentally friendly. 
Each project will need to be LEED 
(leadership in energy and envi-
ronmental design) certified, with 
efforts to save money and natural 
resources and to minimize the need 
for maintenance. Workers will be 
also trained to identify and safely 
remove endangered salamanders, 
frogs and foxes that were found 
after an environmental impact 
report.
 Some final touches round out the 
highly-anticipated campus com-
pletion. A promenade will weave 
through these projects, connecting 

both ends of the campus and trans-
forming open spaces for a park-like 
feel. With help from neighboring 
developer Shea Homes, a new ramp 
from west I-580 will provide an 
additional entrance to the east end of 
campus, to break ground sometime 
in 2008. Finally, a “one stop” admin-
istration building and central college 
entrance will the gateway for those 
entering into the new face of LPC. ■

LPC 
(continued from page 7)

Tri-Valley CAREs files suit against 
U.S. Department of Energy

Livermore Lab watchdog claims Freedom of Information Act violations

 Lawrence Livermore Lab 
watchdog agency Tri-Valley 
CAREs, short for Communities 
Against a Radioactive 
Environment, has filed a law-
suit in federal district court in 
San Francisco against the U.S. 
Department of Energy for fail-
ing to comply with the Freedom 
of Information Act (FOIA). The 
Department of Energy has not 
provided documents required 
by law for as long as three 
years on five separate informa-
tion requests, according to the 

lawsuit.
 “These FOIA requests 
involve potentially catastrophic 
releases of plutonium and bio-
logical agents from Livermore 
Lab operations,” said Marylia 
Kelley, Tri-Valley CAREs exec-
utive director.
 The information requests are 
the subject of the litigation 
involving unclassified informa-
tion on the feasibility of devel-
oping nuclear weapons, the 
environmental implications of 
a terrorist attack or catastroph-

ic accident on the Livermore 
Lab’s existing plutonium 
stockpiles, the lab’s 10-year 
site plan and the Department 
of Homeland Security’s bio-
warfare agent research plans at 
the lab.
 The lawsuit also asks the 
judge to issue a court order 
appointing a special counsel to 
investigate the Department of 
Energy. Tri-Valley CAREs has 
brought lawsuits against the 
department in 1998 and 2000.

—Janet Pelletier

 The city of Pleasanton has asked 
a Superior Court judge to dismiss a 
lawsuit by Urban Habitat concerning 
the city’s lack of affordable housing. 
 “What we are seeking to do by 
this motion is to have the case 
dismissed on a number of different 
grounds—one of which we’re say-
ing that all the causes of action are 
marred by the statute of limitations. 
In other words, they waited too long 
to bring this lawsuit,” explained City 
Attorney Michael Roush.
 The lawsuit, filed Oct. 17 by 
regional environmental justice 
organization Urban Habitat, seeks 

to rule Pleasanton’s affordable 
housing policies unlawful. 
 In the lawsuit, the plaintiffs tar-
get city policies regarding hous-
ing for people with very low, low 
and moderate incomes. They’re 
seeking to lift the housing cap, 
approved by voters in 1996, 
which restricts the total number 
of homes in the city to 29,000. 
They’re also challenging the city 
Growth Management Program’s 
restriction on building permits 
allowed per year.
 The statute of limitations to sue 
is one year, and with the housing 

cap approved by voters in 1996, 
the Growth Management Program 
last modified in 1997 and the city’s 
Housing Element adopted in 2003-
-all three entities have passed that 
statute timeframe, the dismissal 
request (formally called a “demur-
rer to complaint”) states.
 Roush added that the city doesn’t 
“feel that the petitioners in the case 
have standing to bring this lawsuit.”
 “Petitioner Urban Habitat, a cor-
poration located in Oakland, makes 
no allegation that it or any of its 
members has ever been denied an 
opportunity to develop or obtain 

affordable housing in Pleasanton,” 
the document states.
 “Another argument that we’re 
making is that there isn’t any man-
datory duty to do the things that 
the petitioner is asking us to do,” 
Roush said.
 The city has, in good faith, agreed 
to follow its Housing Element by 
putting it off until the second quar-
ter of 2007 and remains committed 
to implementing affordable hous-
ing programs, the document states.
 The case will be heard Jan. 8 in 
Dept. 31 at the Alameda County 
Courthouse in Oakland. ■

by Janet Pelletier

 The Livermore-Amador Valley 
Zone 7 Water Agency, which pro-
vides wholesale water to Pleasanton, 
Livermore and Dublin, has announced 
that the agency will join other Bay 
Area agencies in adopting a regional 
water management plan that will 
help secure state grant funding for 
water, flood control, habitat resto-
ration and recycled water projects, 
including from the recently voter-
approved Proposition 84. 
 Zone 7 and more than 20 

other Bay Area water-manage-
ment agencies have been work-
ing with the California Coastal 
Conservancy and other groups on 
a plan for increasing coordination 
of water-management strategies in 
the region and reduce duplications 
in planning.
 The agencies must adopt the 
plan by Jan. 1 to qualify for 
remaining implementation grant 
funds authorized by Proposition 
50 and by the recently passed 
prop. 84, which sets aside $138 
million for Bay Area water-

resource management projects.
 In other news, Dale Myers, gen-
eral manager of the Zone 7 Water 
Agency, announced he will retire at 
the end of February after 26 years 
with the agency.
 Water agency board President 
Jim Concannon said Myers is a 
visionary whose leadership has 
been critical to measures Zone 7 is 
in the process of taking to improve 
the supply, reliability and quality 
of drinking water. Myers initiated 
a more cost-effective and environ-
mentally friendly change in the 

agency’s approach to flood protec-
tion with the Stream Management 
Master Plan to protect communi-
ties from floods through planned 
buildout at 2034, Concannon said. 
Myers was named general manager 
in 1997 after being an assistant 
manager specializing in finance 
and emergency response.
 Concannon has appointed a 
transition subcommittee of the 
board, comprised of himself, vice 
President Bill Stevens and former 
President John Greci, to help fill 
Myers’ position. ■

Water agency adopts management plan
Zone 7 collaborates to secure funding for flood control, habitat restoration and recycled water projects

and family at 11 a.m. tomorrow. 
 Mitchell-Goulette is survived by 
his loving parents Joseph Goulette 
and Morgan Mitchen of Pleasanton; 
brother Ross Mitchell-Goulette, 14, 
of Pleasanton; grandparents Ann 
and Joel Sugdinis of Cape Cod, 
Mass., Floyd and Judy Mitchell 
of Homosassa, Fla., and Margaret 
Goulette of Guilford, Maine; many 
aunts, uncles and cousins in New 
England.
 The family requests no flowers and 
has set up a memorial fund through 
First Republic Bank (formerly Bank 
of Walnut Creek) on Main Street. 
 “He was very charming and witty,” 
Goulette said. “He will be terribly, 
terribly missed and was loved very 
much by his parents.” ■

Crash
(continued from page 5)

City seeks to dismiss affordable housing lawsuit
Case will be heard in Superior Court Jan. 8

“For a lot of people at the 
college and in the district, 
[their leaving] will be sad. 
They’ve been positive forces 
in many ways. Neither is 
easy to replace.” 

—Don Milanese
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HOLIDAY SPARKLE

PRADA RALPH LAUREN BEBE EILEEN FISHER LAUNDRY A&F BCBG BY MAX AZRIA 
LUCKY TOMMY HOLLISTER BANANA REPUBLIC DKNY J CREW JUICY & MORE!

Great one of a kind selections... Previously
owned & new designer fashions at a

fraction of their original price!

Seeking!
fashion-minded individuals with high expectations 

of a fabulous holiday shopping experience.

an upscale consignment boutique specializing in your favorite
designer apparel, shoes & accessories.

327A St. Mary’s Street
Phone: 925 846-6600

Hours: Tues. - Sat. 10am - 5pm,
Mon. consignment by appointment only

(in-home appointments available)

Call 925 846-6600 or 925 216-1978

Offers good from 12/1/06 - 12/23/06. Items pictured are one of a kind, and availability is not guaranteed.

Cashmere Sweater
by Laundry

$99
Silver Tank 

by Kenneth Cole
$18

Silver Charm 
Necklace

Designs by Paula
$95

Jeans
by Antik Denim

$129
Silver Shoes

by Nina
$35

Donate Your Old Coat & Get 10% Off Any Purchase
Coats will be donated to a local women’s shelter.
We Will Donate $10 to Open Heart Kitchen

on purchases totaling $100 or more.
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Newsfront

Pleasanton hires new deputy city manager
 Yuan-Miu to lead 

studies on cemetery, 
bypass road

by Jeb Bing

 Julie Yuan-Miu looks forward 
to cutting her commute from her 
home in Danville by two-thirds next 
month when she leaves her post as 
assistant city manager in Tracy to 
a new position of deputy city man-
ager and director of administrative 
services in Pleasanton.
 Yuan-Miu has commuted work 

days over the Altamont Pass for 
the past seven years. Before that, 
she served in different capacities 
for the municipal governments in 
Concord, Milpitas and for an earli-
er stint in Tracy, joining Pleasanton 
with more than 25 years of city 
government experience.
 She will replace Lorie Tinfow, 
who quit her job here after a year 
to become assistant city manager in 
Walnut Creek.
 In assuming Tinfow’s responsi-
bilities, Yuan-Miu will be in charge 
of human resources, the City 

Clerk’s office, central municipal 
services, training and development 
and special projects. She will also 
take charge of the city’s efforts 
to handle Pleasanton Memorial 
Gardens, the public cemetery on 
Sunol Boulevard that the city has 
acquired from the international 
Order of Odd Fellows. Another 
responsibility will be the Happy 
Valley Blue Ribbon Committee, 
which has been asked to recom-
mend a route for a bypass road for 
traffic from Sunol Boulevard to 
reach the Callippe Preserve Golf 

Course without using Alisal Street.
 Yuan-Miu holds a bachelor’s 
degree from Cornell University, a 
master’s degree in public health 
from the University of Hawaii and 
a master’s in public administration 
from Cal State East Bay.
 “She brings a wealth of knowledge 
and stability to her new positions 
in Pleasanton,” said City Manager 
Nelson Fialho, who hired her. “I am 
sure the community and organiza-
tion will enjoy working with her in 
the months and years ahead.”
 She and her husband, Kenneth, a 

commercial and industrial real estate 
appraiser, have two children: Adrian, 
21, a senior at UC Irvine, and Samara, 
14, a freshman at Monte Vista High 
School. Her last day on the job in 
Tracy will be Jan. 4, with her first 
day in Pleasanton Jan. 8. ■

Julie Yuan-Miu
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Newsfront

Take us along

Sweet trip
The Krieger Family, (l-r) Jessica, Jacque, Jim, Jacob, Jenna and Julia, read the Weekly at 

Leland Snow Park in Strawberry, Calif.

Weekly wins in Coliseum
 Kelly McKeehan, Taylor Antrim, Jessica McKeehan and 

Katie Antrim stop to read the Weekly while visiting Coliseum 
in Rome, Italy.

To Hell and back
When it came time to celebrate their 25th wedding anni-

versary, Lyle and Kathy Perry knew just the place to go: 
Hell. That’s right, the couple, along with friends Steve and 
Lucy Oase, stopped in Hell on the Cayman Islands during a 
Caribbean cruise. They affirm that having the Weekly to read 
made Hell a lot more bearable.

Extreme
vacation

Deb Gotelli and 
her son David read 
the Weekly at an 
elevation of 9,000 
feet on Mauna 
Kea Mountain on 
the Big Island of 
Hawaii. The duo, 
along with dad 
Bob Gotelli (not 
pictured), had fun 
riding dirt bikes 
on their trip.

Weekly on base
Mallory Brown (left) and her mother Chris (right) 

read the Weekly at McChord Air Force Base.

More festive than a 
funny hat

Malcolm Michael (l-r), Sue Bannister, 
Hunter Collinson, Clint Mankins, Teri 
Mankins, Neal Mankins, Mike Collinson, 
Donovan Collinson, Brandon Martinez and 
Nick Mendoca celebrated New Year’s Day 
by reading the Weekly in Bear Valley.

Tuolumne reading
Mayor Jennifer Hosterman (center) along with Vicki Grant, 

Joan Tenbrink, Megan Hosterman, Karen Pico, Sarah 
Hosterman, Jenny Moy, Chris Bourg, Laura Danielson and 
(not pictured) Morgan Mitchell and Liz Sufit take a break from 
their five-day backpacking hike through Tuolumne, Yosemite 
to read the Weekly.
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HARDWOOD FLOORING

TOTO TOILETS

INTERIOR • CLOSET • ENTRY

SOLID • HANDSCAPED • EXOTIC

IN STOCK • GREAT PRICES

QUALITY AND VALUE • Since 1976
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Electrical Design 
& Construction

ESTIMATES

ALWAYS
FREE

BAY CITY
ELECTRIC INC.

925.606.8260

Customized
Plasma TV 
Installation

Home Theatre 
Installation

Outdoor Spa Hook-up
Patio Lighting

•  Recessed lighting 
& ceiling fans

•  Expert troubleshooting 
& repairs

•  BBB - 6-year honor roll 
member

•  Bonded & Insured
CA Lic #673809

•  Accept all major 
credit cards

• 1st and 2nd Mortgages

• Licensed Broker 
for 25 years

• Secured by Real Estate

• Interest Paid Monthly

• IRA, 401K 
Approved

Helen,
a previous cli-
ent of mine,
gave me a
call for advice
on how best
to pull some
money out of
her property.
 Helen has a fixed rate
loan at a favorable interest
rate so we really didn’t want
to refinance her out of it into
a higher interest rate loan.
 And, Helen really just
needed about $25,000 to
finance a new part-time
career opportunity.  So, we
opted for a Home Equity
Line of Credit (HELOC).  
The HELOC gives Helen
the flexibility of accessing
her home equity when she
needs it while leaving in
place the existing first mort-
gage.

 If you or someone
you know shares a similar
situation then please give
me a call at (925) 227-8514
or visit my web site at
www.sallykraft.com.

Mortgage Professionals is a Cal Corp, CA R.E.
mortgage broker, DRE License #01275820

CLIENT OF THE WEEK

 Two other major projects are two 
land bridges to be built on Bernal, 
the first across the Arroyo de la 
Laguna near Foothill Road, and the 
second across the Arroyo del Valle 
just south of Stanley Boulevard 
near the Livermore-Pleasanton 
Fire Department headquarters on 
Nevada Street.
 The Valley Avenue extension 
and the underpass to allow traffic 
to pass under the Union Pacific 
railroad tracks could be the last 
major roadway extension in 
Pleasanton. The new road will cut 
through the Bernal public lands, 
giving cross-city traffic a new 
artery from Sunol Boulevard to the 
busy Bernal-Valley intersection at 
the Fairgrounds.

 The road will include a new 
traffic signal at Case Avenue, 
which has been installed but 
won’t be activated until Valley 
Avenue is opened. The underpass 
also will allow motorists to drive 
students from homes along the 
west side of I-680 and the homes 
and apartments on the Bernal 
tract to Hearst Elementary and 
Pleasanton Middle schools, or to 
walk there. Three new baseball 
fields planned for a sports park 
just west of the railroad tracks 
will have parking areas connected 
to the new Valley Avenue.
 At Sunol Boulevard, Junipero 
Street on the east side will keep 
its name. On the west side, the 
roadway will be renamed Valley 
Avenue. Three roundabouts 
already have been installed on 
Valley between the railroad tracks 
and the Fairgrounds.
 The project is being financed by 
a consortium of developers, includ-

ing Greenbriar homes, KB Home 
and South Bay Construction, which 
owns acreage along the west side of 
the new Valley Avenue and I-680.
 The new bridge over the Arroyo 
de la Laguna will add sidewalks, 
bike lanes and two new eastbound 
traffic lanes, with one marked for 
left turns only into Meadowlark 
Lane in the Windsor development. 
A traffic light at that intersection 
has already been installed and 
is functioning for traffic leaving 
Meadowlark Lane and for motor-
ists using West Laguna Road.
 This bridge, in the planning stage 
for the last 16 years, will be built 
next to the 1941 Bernal Avenue 
steel bridge over the creek. When 
first planned, city officials and 
neighborhood groups wanted the 
second bridge to replicate the steel 
trusses of the one now standing. 
But as costs escalated against fixed 
pledges by Greenbriar Homes and 
the De Silva Group, which devel-
oped the neighborhoods to the 
north, the city settled on a concrete 
design which will cost less. Even 
that bridge, which will resemble 
the 1930s design of the Division 
Street bridge, has soared in cost 
along with escalating prices for 
steel and concrete, with the most 
recent estimate pegging the cost at 
more than $1 million.
 “Frankly, we really don’t know 
what this bridge will cost until we 
go out for bids and see what comes 
back,” said Rob Wilson, the city’s 
public works director. “The idea 
now is to finish our plans and get 
bids from contractors early next 
year.”
 The second Bernal Avenue 
bridge east of Stanley is on hold 
pending settlement of environmen-
tal issues with the U.S. Department 
of Fish and Game which claims it 
has found a frog habitat there.
 “Once they determine what we 
must do before the bridge work can 
start, we’ll look at the costs and 
also gout for bid for a final price,” 
Wilson said.
 “This has been a project that 
we’ve been trying to do for quite 
some time,” he added. “In fact 
when I came to the city four years 
ago, we had already purchased the 
right-of-way to get the bridge done. 
It’s a vital part of our traffic circu-
lation plan.”
 The new bridge will add two 
northbound lanes for Bernal traffic 

heading from Vineyard Avenue and 
Vintage Hills to Stanley, with the 
two existing lanes on the two-way 
bridge roadway converted to south-
bound lanes. ■

Underpass
(continued from page 5)

 The outcome is still in dispute 
in a handful of close contests for 
the U.S. House of Representatives 
in several states, with elections in 
Louisiana and Texas likely to go to 
runoffs this month.
 Former Mayor Ken Mercer, now 
vice president of the ValleyCare 
Health System Foundation, recalled 
a council race in Union City in the 
1970s when two candidates tied 
in their votes for City Council. A 
recount was ordered and the two 
came in tied once again. The dispute 
was settled with each drawing a 
card, and Mercer remembered that 

“Shorty” Garcia drew a King with 
his challenger, whose name is long 
forgotten, pulling out a 7 of Spades.
 With the Pleasanton race set-
tled, Hosterman and City Manager 
Nelson Fialho plan to move quickly 
to handle Tuesday night’s agenda.
 First up, Fialho said, will be a 
year-end financial report for fiscal 
2005-06, which ended last June 
30. The wrap-up report will show 
that the city ended the fiscal year 
with $3 million more in revenue 
than had been anticipated. Several 
recommendations are expected as 
to how to spend the money.
 Other items on the agenda 
include:
* A public hearing for a major modi-
fication and building height increase 
for a home at 2511 Yolanda Ct.

* A public hearing on a bid by 
Heartwood Communities to mod-
ify previously approved designs 
for a 7,128-square-foot homes 
and 1,668-square-foot garage in 
the TTK property, being developed 
near the Callippe Preserve Golf 
Course.
* Consideration of an ordinance to 
amend the Municipal Code related 
to converting apartments into own-
ership condominiums.
* Selection of a vice mayor for a 
one-year term and appointments 
of council members to various 
boards, commissions and agencies 
where they will represent the city 
of Pleasanton.
 The City Council will meet 
once again this month, at 7 p.m. 
Dec. 19. ■

Council
(continued from page 5)

“Frankly, we really 
don’t know what this 
bridge will cost until 
we go out for bids 
and see what comes 
back,”

—Rob Wilson
Public Works Direcctor

Amador Valley 
Optometric

Complete eyecare for men, women, 
teens & children

Dr. Barry C. Winston
Faculty, UC Berkeley 
School of Optometry

Board Certified 
in the Treatment 
of Ocular Disease

Black Avenue 
Professional Offices 

4450-C Black Avenue, 
Pleasanton 

925.462.2600
off Santa Rita Road behind

Lynnewood Methodist Church

Keep your 
eyesight

holiday bright

Happy Holidays from 
Dr. Winston and 

the Amador Valley 
Optometric team

Classic & Trend Styled Eyewear
Specialized Sports Eyewear

No-Line Varilux Lenses
Specialty Contact Lens Care 

& Orthokeratology 
(nearsightedness reduction)

 Laser Vision Care 
Saturday & Sunday Appointments

Be sure to use 
your flex-plan

benefits before 
12-31-06

VSP & Other Vision Plans 
Accepted

Medicare Assignment Accepted
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Editorial

 For a city that prides itself as a Community of Character, 
our Nov. 7 mayoral election probably won’t win any awards. 
Compared to the nastier campaigns involving state and 
national races, including the Pombo-McNerney duals for 
Congress, the Hosterman vs. Brozosky battles were tame, 
but still not nice. Brozosky’s team of tough-talking manag-
ers led a ferocious fight to win the race, dominating elec-
tioneering in Pleasanton in a steady beat of anti-Hosterman 
dialogue that the four candidates for City Council seats 
were largely overshadowed. Following a game plan devel-
oped by Spinnovation Strategies, which cost Brozosky 
$49,650—or 205 percent of the total campaign expenses 
of Hosterman, Brozosky and his team worked day and 
night to develop campaign messages for public forums, 
oversized mailers to send to constituents, door-hangers and 
nearly 1,000 yard signs—the most ever—to win votes. In 
the end, he lost, but only by 189 votes. The next time we 
are likely to see more expenditures, more campaigning and 
longer campaigns like Brozosky’s, who came close to a 
winning strategy.
 Brozosky raised $64,031.82 in his bid to be mayor of 
Pleasanton, or 251 percent more than Hosterman, who 
raised $25,475. He spent $5.58 for each of the 11,478 
votes he received, compared to Hosterman’s $2.18 for her 
11,667 votes. An analysis of the election campaign by local 
businessmen George Reid and David Pascualy showed 
that out-of-towners contributed $20,799 to Brozosky’s 
campaign against $6,091 for Hosterman, or a whopping 
341 percent more. The mayoral candidates weren’t alone. 
Altogether the six candidates raised record-high amounts, 
with the Pleasanton Chamber of Commerce raising another 
$26,228 from PG&E, Safeway and other organizations that 
seldom take a close look at municipal politics. Councilman 
Jerry Thorne, who received the most votes for council, also 
raised the most, with $19,607 in contributions. Another 
winner was Cheryl Cook-Kallio in her first bid for public 
office, who raised $14,962; then Dan Faustina, who trailed 
in votes and money, raising $10,555; and former Planning 
Commission Chairman Brian Arkin, who finished last in 
the four-candidate field despite raising$14,240.
 Even though money didn’t necessarily translate into 
votes, the cost of electioneering is likely to increase. 
Although pricey Spinnovation Strategies failed to pull off 
victories for Pombo or Brozosky, organizations like this 
are proliferating and proving effective for far less fees. As 
voters turn to the internet, flashy newspaper ads, and even 
local television to size up candidates, they’ll need money 
and good advice, especially to stay on focus on issues 
voters want to hear, whether global concerns or traffic 
congestion. Hosterman, Thorne and Cook-Kallio did, and 
they won.

Focus on voter concerns, 
not money, won election 

OpinionOpinion
925 484 2098     Denise “Denny” Posson 

Gift Certificates Available

Certified Personal Trainer

Lifestyle & Weight
    Management Consultant

My Expertise & Equipment 
    Come to You

The time is NOW to get 
Fit and Healthy

1299 Parkside Drive
Walnut Creek, CA 94596

925.927.6600

4250 Rosewood Drive
Pleasanton, CA 94588

925.468.0460

With 2 locations to serve you:

Wanted: Fine Furniture

Our customers want your furniture!

Your Art, Mirrors & Accesories too!

It’s easy. Consign an item 
to us to sell on your behalf. 
We’ll display your furniture 
and jewelry in our spacious 
showrooms. When someone 
makes a purchase, they 
get a great deal. You get 
cash…and good things find 
a new home. Discover 
Consignment Plus today!

Hours:
Mon-Sat 10am - 6pm Sun Noon - 5pm

Welcome to Consignment Plus. 
You consign an item to us to sell on your behalf. 
We display your furniture and jewelry in beautiful 
showrooms. When someone buys, they get a 
great deal. You get cash. And good things get a 
new life. Call today!

Here Today.

Gone Tomorrow.

Code of ethics
The Pleasanton Weekly seeks to adhere to the highest level of ethical 
standards in journalism, including the Code of Ethics adopted Sept. 21, 
1996, by the Society of Professional Journalists. To review the text of the 
Code, please visit our web site at www.PleasantonWeekly.com
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Fences . Decks . Arbors
Retaining Walls . Repairs

 Personal Service
 Same Day Estimates

FALL SPECIAL
$2.00 per ft. off

(Expires 12-31-06)

10 Year Warranty on 
Kick Boards and Posts

C & J FENCING
Family owned and operated

925.355.1380
CA License #868917

Time to assess traffic 

Dear Editor, 
 Congratulations to Mr. Mike 
Tassano, newly appointed Deputy 
Director of Public Works/
Transportation with the city of 
Pleasanton. Mr. Tassano brings to 
the city years of experience in the 
Traffic Division and will no have 
the opportunity to address a serious 
problem in our city—the synchroni-
zation of signal lights. In this era of 
conservation of natural resources, 
and patience I might add, nothing 
is more frustrating than to come 
upon a signal light and have it auto-
matically turn red with no oncom-
ing, side-traffic actuating the light. 
Even more frustrating is to have to 
wait until the light runs through its 
complete cycle before returning to 
green.
 Complementing synchronized 
signal lights would be the exten-
sion of Stoneridge Drive to further 
alleviate traffic through the city’s 
downtown section and reduce the 
aggravation caused by timeless sig-
nal lights. Now is the time to seri-
ously assess our local traffic situ-
ation and take action to place this 
issue on the ballot, get it resolved 
once and for all, and live up to the 
city’s motto of “planned progress.”

Peter Bailey
Pleasanton

Keep service going
Dear Editor, 
 I had a difficult time deciding 
who to vote for in the mayoral and 
city council elections. Each of the 
candidates has demonstrated tre-
mendous enthusiasm for our city 
and qualifications for their respec-
tive positions. The close results in 
both races are a real testament to 
the quality of all candidates. Hats 
off to all of them for their service 

and dedication to our city! I hope 
all will remain active in local poli-
tics and community service.

Bill Bennett
Pleasanton

City’s charm knows 
no boundaries

Dear Editor, 
 It was a pleasure to read the 
article about the Class of 1946 
by Jerri Pantages Long and your 
article on John B. McWilliams. 
Like others, I too, am grateful to 
remember Pleasanton from times 
past and so many wonderful peo-
ple. Pleasanton also gave me a 
foundation for every place I trav-
eled and now living in Austin for 
the past 10 years. It is a charmed 
place and it cheers me to know that 
others remember and appreciate 
it as I do. Most important for me 
was the education we were able to 
receive. It was very sophisticated in 
the sense of teaching us to think in 
broader and creative terms of what 
some might think unavailable in a 
small community in the 1960s. My 
husband traveled to Pleasanton last 
week noting many of the chang-
es over the years, some less than 
desirable, but remarked that it will 
always simply be Pleasanton; hard 
to describe to anyone who doesn’t 
know it, and love it. How wonder-
ful that folks like the McWilliams 
family choose to stay and be of 
service, adding so much to the 
community.

Janette Miller Lewis, 
Class of ‘70, Austin, TX

Quick action needed for 
affordable housing

Dear Editor,
 I am writing about the recent 
suit against the City of Pleasanton 
regarding the planning of more 
affordable housing in the city.
 Pleasanton has always had good 
planning, and that has included 

affordable housing. Many of us 
know Kottinger Ranch, Pleasanton 
Gardens, Ridgeview Commons and 
the Promenade (the last two across 
from Pleasanton Middle School). 
These are among the attractive 
mixed income affordable housing 
units developed under prior city 
councils, and they have been part 
of the quality of life we enjoy in 
Pleasanton. We just need more of 
them. We all know how few of our 
parents, children, teachers, small 
business clerks, restaurant workers, 
and even many employees of our 
business parks and mall can now 
afford to live in our city. 
 I don’t see what is holding up 
forward movement on planning for 
this housing. We have the land, 
either by the BART station or else-
where in town. We have the money: 
$7 million in city affordable hous-
ing funds are available. All we 
need is strong leadership on the 
city council to plan for our present 
needs in this area. The alternative is 
having some court do the planning. 
I think our residents would like to 
keep the planning in Pleasanton, 
which has previously done such a 
good job of it under previous city 
councils. Now that the election is 
over and we have a new council, 
let’s get going, council, in resolv-
ing this matter for the benefit of our 
city. 

Patricia M. Belding
Pleasanton

Changes sacrifice Old 
Town uniqueness

Dear Editor, 
 I was born and raised one block 
west of Main Street in “Old Town” 
Pleasanton (pop. 2,400) and still 
live here today (pop. 67,000). I 
lived her while Old Town evolved 
from “Mayberry” in the 40s to 
“American Graffiti” in the 50s and 
60s, and onto where it is today: 
a yet unspoiled slice of yester-
day surrounded by a force that 

rolls over the land, urban sprawl’n, 
mall’n and asphalt’n everything 
in sight. Fueled by money and 
more of everything else, the force 
stripped mined this little valley in 
a geological nano second, leaving 
the car as king.
 Now the force has invaded Old 
Town itself. Don’t get me wrong, 
I like change and welcome any-
one as a neighbor. But must you 
bring three SUVs and an insatiable 
appetite for bigger houses with 
you? Some buy a typical Old Town 
house sitting on an Old Town lot, 
hire an “in crowd” attorney, and 
with a fistful of variances given to 
them by our leaders, tear down the 
house and build a new one that darn 

near blankets the site and blocks 
out the sun for their neighbors. 
Others seem to measure neighbor-
hood value by the number of units 
they can cram on a property.
 However, Old Town is not vacant 
land where learned planners can 
carve things up from scratch. Old 
Town already exits. Any addition 
or deletion changes its character 
and uniqueness, and its livability 
in some way. One need only under-
stand Palo Alto to understand what 
extremes can do to a downtown.
 Who was it that said, “Lose con-
tact with the people and become 
arrogant”?

Kathleen Clark-Morrison
Pleasanton

Letters

6891 Village Parkway
(Next to Post Office)

Dublin
925.829.1177

Pick Up and Delivery Available

2415 San Ramon Valley Boulevard
(Next to JoAnn’s Fabrics & Bay Books)

San Ramon 
925.855.1177

Upscale Resale • New Items Daily
Accepting Quality Furniture & Accessories • Free Preview

2 Convenient LocationsDesign Furniture 
Consignment
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Cover Story

PSSSST! Want to know the 
secret to staying well? 
Here’s the formula: 

Put one foot in front of the other. Step forward. Repeat 10,000 
times ... daily.
 Sound too good to be true? The “10,000 Steps a Day” plan 
has an impressive amount of scientific data to back it up. The 
man known as “The Father of 10K-a-Day” recently visited 
Pleasanton and shared some of his research. Yoshiro Hatano, 
Ph.D., professor of health sciences at Kyushi University of 
Health and Welfare in Japan, was the guest of ACCUSPLIT, 
a locally-based worldwide manufacturer and distributor of 
pedometers—the little devices that count those daily step activi-
ties—and the founding sponsor of ACCUSTEP10000.org, the 
international governing body of 10K/Day.
 At age 71, Hatano is fairly bursting with energy and enthu-
siasm, despite a travel schedule that would exhaust 
most people half his age. He became involved 
41 years ago with walking clubs in Japan 
that espoused the 10,000 steps per day 
philosophy, but it was not until Hatano 
did his doctoral studies at the University 
of Oregon some 15 years later that the 
scientific basis for the intuitive goal was 
established.
 “The 10K Step Clubs were formed 
when the Kato family [of Japan] devel-
oped an economical, accurate pedometer 
in 1965,” explained Hatano. 
 During his graduate studies, he conduct-
ed expiration analysis to determine how 
much walking it took to burn approxi-
mately 20 percent of one’s average daily 
calorie intake. His conclusion?
 “If you walk 10,000 steps [per day], 
then you are free from degenerative dis-
ease,” said Hatano. “Degenerative disease 
has less to do with aging than with lack of 
exercise in daily life.” This is the doctrine 
that Hatano has shared as a consultant to 
medical doctors and patients around the world. 
 “Medical people started asking me for advice,” he said. “As 
the years go by, I have encountered all sorts of patients with all 
sorts of diseases, and I became convinced that exercise was most 
important—more important than medicine.” 
 Heart diseases, diabetes and high blood pressure are among 
the conditions that can be avoided—or improved—through a 
regular regimen of walking, said Hatano.
 One of the interesting facets of Hatano’s research had to do 
with workers on the red double-decker buses in London. 
 “I had heard that the mortality rate for bus drivers was far 
higher than for conductors who rode the same buses,” he said. 
“So I went to see for myself. I observed that the conductors were 
climbing 15-18 steps to the top of the red bus at the rate of once 
every two minutes, for about five hours per day!” 
 Hatano simulated the bus situation for experiments in his 
laboratory, comparing calories burned by a seated “bus driver” 
to those used by a “conductor” repeatedly climbing up and down 
stairs. “If those London bus drivers had walked 10,000 steps 
besides sitting down for their jobs, they would not have been 
caught in so many heart attacks,” said Hatano.
 Although modern pedometers can measure just about every-
thing but the number of cups of coffee the wearer has consumed, 

Hatano emphasizes, “in reality, the most important indicator is 
the number of steps.” His research has shown that the 10K/Day 
guideline holds true for all adults, “whether short or tall, light or 
heavy, man or woman.” 

What about the children?

 “Children reportedly average 17,000 steps per day when they 
are in kindergarten through fifth grade,” noted Hatano. “As the 
grades go higher, they are gradually taking fewer steps. An 18-
year-old tends to be as sedentary as current adults.” 
 That is one of the reasons that Hatano is determined to get out 
his message to parents. 
 “People before age 39 never listen,” he said with a shake of 
his head and a laugh. “They think they are healthy without any 
activities. However, after age 40, they are shocked by all the 

things that can go wrong with their health, and then it 
is easier to persuade them. So parents of young 

children are not convinced about the need for 
10K/day, and that’s the problem.”
 Despite being in Pleasanton for 
less than two days, Hatano made time in 
his packed schedule to meet with Jim 
Wolfe, director of the city’s Department of 
Recreation and Community Services—also 
an avid walker—and Jamie Hintzke, chair-
woman of the Pleasanton PTA’s wellness 
committee, which has a goal of making this 

a “Community of Wellness.” 
 Said Hintzke, “PTA at both the 
local and state levels is really big on well-
ness for two reasons: Wellness is directly 
linked to student accomplishment, and also 
because of all the obesity issues happening 
now. We need to work together to change a 
social norm.”

 Hintzke asked Hatano why obesity 
is a modern-day problem. 

 “We have lost physical labor,” he replied sim-
ply. “We are not calorie-burning anymore.”

 The city of Pleasanton offers several programs to encourage 
healthier lifestyles. One of these is the annual “Walk to School 
Week,” a national event in October that has had increasing success 
among parents and students at the city’s nine elementary schools. 
 “We began in 2001 with just two schools involved, adding 
more each year until all nine schools were participating by the 
fourth year,” said Lisa Adamos, economic development special-
ist for the city who organizes the annual event as one part of 
the city’s award-winning School Traffic Calming Program. “It’s 
something the principals, parents and students look forward to. 
They enjoy the event.” 
 The city sponsors a before-school refreshment party to cel-
ebrate each school’s designated walk day.
 “Everyone is concerned about health issues and getting exer-
cise,” noted Adamos, herself the parent of two young children. 
“Participation has grown, and we try to make the event better 
and better each year.”
 In the works is a proposed K-5 “Walk ‘n’ Roll to School Day” 
on a weekly basis. “Parents will say [after Walk to School Week], 
‘Gosh, wouldn’t it be nice to do this all the time?’” Adamos said. 
As with Walk to School Week, the city will probably phase in 

Scientist says all it takes is 10,000 steps a day

one step at a time
by Jerri Pantages Long

(continued on page 20)
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Step by step toward wellness
 Not one for exercise? There are little ways that you can get started 
toward the goal of 10,000 steps per day:
 • Avoid the Crowd—Instead of fuming—both literally and figu-
ratively—as you wait to park as close to the entry of your destina-
tion as possible, deliberately choose the farthest space in the parking 
lot—or even one a block or two away—so that you get in some steps 
while reducing your stress level.
 • Step Right Up—Take the stairway instead of an elevator or 
escalator. 
 • Pick a Park—Pleasanton boasts 40 city parks ranging in size 
from half an acre to 425 acres, and many of these offer paved, curv-
ing paths through scenic landscaping. 
 • Try a Trail—In addition to neighborhood and sports parks, 
Pleasanton owns the 237-acre Augustin Bernal hilltop park, with 
many scenic trails (accessible from 8200 Golden Eagle Way off of 
Foothill Road). If you are not yet up to heading for the hills, the 
Parks and Community Services Department offers a map of urban 
trails and invites input for the development of more of them. They 
even offered an afternoon class this fall, “Pleasanton Pathways,” 
to give children ages 6-12 the opportunity to “find unique and 
beautiful places hidden around our town.” You can download the 
trail info at www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/services/recreation/parks-and-
trails. Shadow Cliffs Regional Park also is within the city limits, 
with lakeside strolling available.
 • Meet at the Mall—Not the outdoorsy type? Avoid insects and 
inclement weather by taking advantage of Stoneridge Shopping 
Center’s open-door policy from 7 to 10 a.m., when you can walk 
briskly indoors before the stores open and shoppers clog the cor-
ridors.
 • Be a Buddy—Research has shown that we are more apt to stick 
to an exercise routine if others are counting on us. Skip a coffee-and-
snack break at work in favor of a healthier, more refreshing “Walk 
and Talk” break with a co-worker. If you have no nearby friends or 
neighbors to walk with, you can form a “virtual” group online at 
www.ACCUSTEP1000.org, to compare pedometer readings and see 
if a pal in Portland is staying healthy.
 • Chart Your Progress—Write on your calendar the tally of the 
steps you take daily. Kaiser Permanente offers members a monthly 
tally graph that can be downloaded as part of their free “Weight 
Management Tools and Resources” online newsletter. The Web site 
noted above automatically graphs a walker’s progress. Those who 
wear pedometers soon learn to “predict” the steps they have taken, 
before looking at the pedometer’s reading. Strangely enough, more 
steps taken results in more energy left at the end of the day.
 • Go with a Group—Fleet Feet Sports at 310 Main St. is the 
starting point at 9 a.m. each Saturday for a free, no-registration-nec-
essary exercise group formerly known as the Huffers and Puffers. 
Although not officially affiliated with the store, the group includes 
some walkers as well as runners, according to John Hashizume, 
store manager, who also provides free maps of a variety of routes 
ranging from 3- to 8-mile loops. The group, ranging in age from 
teens to 60-somethings, goes out rain or shine. Fleet Feet Sports 
also is the local distributor for ACCUSPLIT pedometers, with prices 
from $12-$40—a good gift choice for the upcoming holidays (or 
birthdays).
 So, what are you waiting for? Right foot, left foot, repeat ...

Not all pedometers are created equal
 Sometimes what you get for free is, well, worth every penny. 
That is especially true for the many gadgets that go under the name 
“pedometer.” The freebies could be considered “starter pedometers,” 
designed to encourage walking and entice users to get serious about 
counting steps. However, those giveaways may offer less than 
expected, because they do not last long and may give inaccurate 
results. Sutton is the only American to hold a patent for an accurate 
pedometer. His first patent in 1987 was for the most accurate dis-
tance pedometer. Y. Kato of Japan is credited with the invention in 
1991 of the current popular pedometer used in research for the past 
decade.  Kato and Sutton collaborated in 2005 to create the “KS10” 
(Kato-Sutton 10), their shared development for an even more accu-
rate step sensor, now used in the ACCUSPLIT Healthengine pedom-
eter series. Sutton is developing “behavior modification programs,” 
which, he says, “are to be used with pedometers to successfully 
accomplish a healthier, active lifestyle.” Visit www.MrPedometer.
com for further details. Even ACCUSPLIT has given away free 
pedometers, during last season’s First Wednesday parties on Main 
Street. However, besides offering free advice on correct pedometer 
use, Mr. Pedometer gave each person who visited their booth a 
coupon for a $5 discount when they “traded up” for a more accurate 
model at Fleet Feet.

How much is 10,000 steps?
 That number translates to about 5 miles, according to a personal 
trainer from Club Sport.

Hearst Elementary science teacher Kim Lounsbury walks with students during the school’s weekly walk and talk exer-
cise program that Principal Michael Kuhfal adopted after learning of the activity from a Chicago school.

“I became convinced that exercise 
was most important—more 
important than medicine.”

—Yoshiro Hatano
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Dr. Yoshiko Hatano and Jamie Hintzke, chairwoman of the Pleasanton PTA’s wellness committee, discuss childhood 
obesity and ways to tackle the issue on a recent afternoon.
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full service hair salon
extensions • waxing • make-up

tuesday-saturday
evening appts. available

walk ins welcome

1807 santa rita rd #B
pleasanton, ca 94566
925-462-4033

December Special*

FREE Haircut with any chemical
*New clients only. Expires 12-31-06

First Class FREE!
• Jump start weight loss
• Combat the baby blues

• Make new friends
• Be with your child

FIND THE NEAREST CLASS AT:

Expires 1/31/07 Expires 1/31/07 Expires 1/31/07 Expires 1/31/07

GRAHAM-HITCH
MORTUARY

Dignified Care  
& Compassionate Service 

Since 1891

Advance Planning 
Made Easy

Call Christine or Deanna 
for a FREE consultation. 
In-home visits available.

4167 First Street, Pleasanton
1-925-846-5624

Crematory Privately Owned  
& Operated

FD#429

“Walk ‘n’ Roll” for young walkers and bicyclists with 
their parents by tackling one or two schools at a time.
 Adamos’ department has offered a computer match 
service for families wishing to share responsibility for 
“schoolpooling,” which can be walking, biking or car-
pooling to school. This is the first year that the service has 
been available online and Adamos said the city had 200 
families in their database in the first month, with one to 
two more requests each week. “It’s a lot faster this way,” 
she said. Names entered are verified within 48 hours as 
being registered within the school district, then the fami-
lies are sent contact information about other families in 
their neighborhood eager to share the responsibility for 
getting their children safely to and from school. To regis-
ter, visit www.pleasantonschoolpool.org.
 One local elementary school already has begun a 
different kind of weekly walking program. Hearst 
Elementary School Principal Michael Kuhfal invites 
students to “Walk and Talk” between 9 to 9:15 a.m. 
on Wednesdays, when school begins later in order to 
allow teacher collaboration time. A blue line is painted 
around the perimeter of the playground in back of 
the school and four circuits equal a mile of walking. 
Kuhfal happily leads more than 100 students “walking 
the line” each week.
 “We heard about how this can help from a similar 
program in Chicago,” Kuhfal explained. “Some kids 
have a harder time waking up, and this wakes them up. 
Other kids with lots of energy come out and walk, and 
this helps them burn it off, so both groups are ready to 
go, focusing on learning when school starts.
 “One of the most important things to me is that kids 
are communicating with each other,” Kuhfal added at 
the end of a “Walk and Talk” session, where happy 
chatter filled the air.
 A fourth-grade teacher at Hearst, Linda Schaeffer, 
won a grant from Pleasanton Partnerships in Education 

(PPIE) Foundation to encourage wellness through 
walking by equipping her class with individual pedom-
eters to monitor their progress. 
 “We were pleased to work with Linda on this 
grant proposal,” said W. Ron Sutton, president of 
ACCUSPLIT, which supplied the pedometers. “Our 
company motto is, ‘Eat right! Walk more! Live well!’ 
We know that that’s what it takes to make us healthier, 
as individuals and as a nation.”
 Sutton—a.k.a. “Mr. Pedometer”—“walks the talk”: 
Not only does he take walks, but along the way, he 
also cleans up after other people—and their pets. 
Many know him as the head “Green Dog Ranger” at 
Pleasanton Downtown Association’s Friday Concerts 
in the Park, where Sutton recruits young volunteers to 
help clean up litter and to always live up to the con-
cept of “leave your surroundings better than you found 
them.” Sutton was chosen for the Community Service 
Award by the Pleasanton Chamber of Commerce sev-
eral years ago and honored again in 2005 as one of the 
first recipients of the Chamber Expo’s “Business of 
Character” awards.
 Formerly a part of Hewlett-Packard, Sutton chose to 
stay in the Bay Area, instead of transferring to Oregon 
with the Advanced Production Division (making cal-
culators) in 1977, then developed new stopwatch prod-
ucts, including the first memory stopwatch in 1978. 
ACCUSPLIT won the contract for the official timing 
devices used in Atlanta during the 1996 Olympics. 
Although stopwatches continue to be a part of his 
business, Sutton has focused increasingly on pedom-
eters since 1987, when he designed a new method to 
improve the accuracy of the small instruments, which 
are worn clipped to a belt or waistband.   
 “I’ve always admired what Dr. Hatano has been able 
to accomplish in Japan,” Sutton said. “People attribute 
the growth of the 10,000 steps a day fitness movement 
directly to his work.
 “I’d like to see Pleasanton become a national model 
as a walkable community,” said Sutton. Bringing Dr. 
Hatano here was one step toward that goal. ■

Walking
(continued from page 18)
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HOLIDAY SPARKLE

Guaranteed to improve academic performance in less time and at a 
lower cost than any other program. Start learning about the Tutoring 
Club’s guarantee to help your child succeed. Call today!

Downtown Pleasanton
260 Main Street

Pleasanton, CA 94566
(925) 484-2757

Jonathan Savell, M.D., M.P.A.
Robert Neves, M.D.  and the staff of

Valley EyeCare Center Medical Associates 
warmly welcome to our practice 

Michael Gagnon, M.D.
Ophthalmologist

Cornea and Refractive Specialist

Dr. Gagnon did his undergraduate 

studies at St. Mary’s College in Moraga 

and his Doctorate of Medicine degree 

from Creighton University School of  

Medicine. He completed his ophthalmology 

residency at Wake Forest University, and 

then spent an additional year of subspecialty 

training in Cornea and Refractive Surgery at 

the University of Utah, Moran Eye Center.

In addition to his private practice at Valley EyeCare Center, 
Dr. Gagnon is on the Clinical Faculty in the Department of 
Ophthalmology at Stanford University School of Medicine.

Dr. Gagnon will be available to see patients at: 
5575 W. Las Positas Blvd., 

Suite 240
Pleasanton, CA 94588

(925) 460--5000

28 Fenton Street
Livermore, CA 94550

(925) 449-4000



Holiday Fund

Project goes out 
to bid in January, estimated 

to cost $12 million

by Janet Pelletier

T he Firehouse Arts Center, which will 
bring a new level of culture and arts to 
the city of Pleasanton, is expected to 

go out to bid next month. 
 “We’ve completed 75 percent of the con-
struction drawings and right now, we’re 
completing that last 25 percent,” said Andy 
Jorgensen, manager of the Pleasanton Civic 
Arts. Jorgensen said the project, which will 
renovate the historic Pleasanton firehouse 
on Railroad Avenue, is anticipated to break 
ground in the spring and will take 12 to 18 
months to complete.
 But with an anticipated $12 million price 
tag that could grow as construction costs 
continue to rise, there’s no time like the pres-
ent for organizers to re-emphasize the need 
for donations to build the center.
 “Every month that goes by, a percent 
gets added to the cost,” said Greg Reznick, 

president of the Pleasanton Cultural Arts 
Foundation Board of Directors, which was 
formed to collect funding for the center. “But 
it’s looking like a $12 million project.”

 Approximately $10 million has already 
been collected: $8.8 million committed by 
the City Council and $1.2 million by the 
Pleasanton Cultural Arts Foundation. It’s 

expected to cost another $300,000 per year 
to operate the facility, Reznick said.

It’s time to give
The Holiday Fund helps people in our community
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Board works to gather donations 
for Pleasanton’s Firehouse Arts Center

by Emily Atwood

C ancer can be scary and confusing, 
but ValleyCare’s Ryan Comer Cancer 
Resource Center is there to help. 

When swimming through a sea of medi-
cal jargon and widespread data, librarian 
Margaret Hsieh and certified oncology nurse 
Mary Prishtina help inquirers navigate and 
stay afloat. 
 It doesn’t take a Ph.D. to look through or 
even understand the resources found on the 
shelves and online. Through ValleyCare’s 
health library, anyone can get free, direct 
access to the latest studies—many in lay-
man’s terms—instead of finding limited and 
expensive information through online search 
engines. In addition to complete medical 
journal access, the library is packed with 
medical textbooks, videos and DVDs, CD-
ROMs, articles, pamphlets and kid-friendly 
educational models. 
 Yet, these materials aren’t cheap and 
there aren’t many places that offer these 
resources to the general public, especially 
free of charge. The computer program used 
to search medical studies costs around 
$30,000 annually, and medical books can 

cost anywhere from $20 to $500. They 
are funded through ValleyCare’s annual 
Christmas Tree Lane event as well as pri-
vate donors, many of whom are grateful 
users of the services. 
 It is because the Ryan Comer Cancer 
Resource Center is so useful and needed that 
the Pleasanton Weekly decided to include it 
in this year’s Holiday Fund. About 500 peo-
ple utilize the library each month, whether in 
person or via phone or e-mail. Even doctors 
at ValleyCare come to it for the latest infor-
mation. Users range from classes of children 
to teens who are affected by a loved one’s 
illness to cancer survivors dealing with the 
‘new normal.’
 “We’re focusing on cancer survivorship 
and having material for the ‘now what’ 
phase,” Prishtina said. “It’s about embracing 
survivorship and being empowered to choose 
the best choice for them. They can do some-

Cancer research 
made easy
Holiday Fund to help 

Ryan Comer Cancer Resource Center

(continued on page 24)

Certified oncology nurse Mary Prishtina holds a 
new book in front of ValleyCare’s Ryan Comer 
Cancer Resource Center. 

(continued on page 24)
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Your gift helps seniors, 
children and others in need

Contributions to the 
Pleasanton Weekly 
Holiday Fund will be 
increased by the Tri-Valley 
Community Foundation. 
For every $1 contribut-
ed, $2 will be donated to 
these local organizations. 
All contributions will go 
directly to programs that 
benefit Pleasanton and Tri-Valley resi-
dents. Contributions will be distributed 
by the Tri-Valley Community Foundation 

to the six agencies listed 
below. No administrative 
costs will be deducted 
from the gifts, which are 
tax-deductible as permit-
ted by law.
  This year, due to the 
tremendous need of all 
nonprofits, donations will 
be shared equally among 

the six recipient agencies.
 For more information call us at 600-0840 
or e-mail editor@pleasantonweekly.com.

The following agencies will be supported 
by the Pleasanton Weekly’s Holiday Fund:

• Axis Community Health: Provides medical, mental health, addiction counsel-
ing and health education services to more than 20,000 patients and clients each year, 
regardless of their ability to pay. An estimated 70 percent have no medical insurance or 
are underinsured, including some that have recently lost their jobs and health benefits. 
Call 201-6017 or visit www.axishealth.org.

• Firehouse Arts Center: The Cultural Arts Foundation is seeking public contribu-
tions of $4 million to complete its funding effort for the downtown Firehouse Arts 
Center. The facility, which will renovate and expand the historic old firehouse on 
Railroad Avenue, will include a 240-seat theater and art classrooms with emphasis on 
school-age students and younger children. For more information on the center, call 
Greg Reznick at 417-2074 or Debbie Look at 846-1007. 

• Open Heart Kitchen: As the only nonprofit free soup kitchen in the Tri-Valley 
area, this service provides nutritious meals for low-income people in the Pleasanton-
Livermore area at Trinity Lutheran Church in Pleasanton and Asbury United Methodist 
Church in Livermore. Visit www.openheartkitchen.org or call 580-1616.

• Ryan Comer Cancer Resource Center: Located inside the ValleyCare Health 
Library, it offers personalized reference assistance and access to medical databases, some 
in other languages, including Web sites and articles, plus books, videos and models. The 
library has both a librarian and nurse on staff to help with research. Call 734-3315.

• Tri-Valley Haven: Runs a domestic violence shelter as well as a homeless shelter 
for families and a rape crisis center. Its mission is to aid those who have experienced 
abuse and offers counseling, a legal clinic and other practical advice. Call 449-5845; 
24-hour hotline: (800) 884-8119 or visit www.trivalleyhaven.org.

• Valley Humane Society: This nonprofit group is all volunteers, with the mission 
to educate on responsible pet ownership. It assists in rescuing and placing abandoned 
or injured animals and operates an adoption center in downtown Pleasanton. It does not 
euthanize unless health problems dictate. Call 426-8656.

Name of Donor  ________________________________________________________

Street Address _________________________________________________________

City _______________________________  State ________  Zip ________________

I wish to designate my contribution as follows:

❑ In my name as shown above OR:

❑ In honor of: ❑ In memory of: ❑ As a gift for: ___________________________
(Name of person)

❑ Business or organization: __________________________________________________

❑ I wish to contribute anonymously. ❑ Don’t publish the amount of my contribution.

Please make checks payable to The Holiday Fund

Enclose this coupon and send to: The Holiday Fund, Pleasanton Weekly
5506 Sunol Blvd, Suite 100, Pleasanton, CA 94566

The Tri-Valley Community Foundation is located at 5674 Stoneridge Dr., Ste. 112, Pleasanton, CA 94588. 
More information about the Foundation can be obtained by contacting the organization at the above 
address, by calling its President David Rice at (925) 734-9965 or through its Web site: www.tvcfund.org. 
The Pleasanton Weekly will make every effort to publish donor names for donations received before Dec. 
31, 2006, unless the donor checks the anonymous box. All donations will be acknowledged by mail.

How to Give
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Holiday Fund Donors
As of November 29, 2006, 

93 donors have contributed $16,565 to the fund. 
With the 100% match, a total of $33,130

has been raised for the six 2006 beneficiaries.

Holiday Fund

The asterisk designates that the donor did not want to publish the amount of the gift.

The Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund
The Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund was created to provide financial support from our read-
ers for a select group of local nonprofit organizations to help alleviate the needs that exist, 
despite our community’s prosperity. This marks the fourth year of the Pleasanton Weekly 
Holiday Fund. It provides an opportunity to aid local groups at a time when the numbers of 
those without jobs or with low-paying jobs and few if any health benefits have increased.

The Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund drive could not exist without the help of the Tri-Valley 
Community Foundation and its generous donors. This will enable us to double your donation 
and allow your gift of $1 to total $2 to the nonprofits. An added benefit: Neither the Pleasanton 
Weekly nor the Tri-Valley Community Foundation will take any fees or expenses for adminis-
tering the fund. One hundred percent of donations go to the intended grantees.

We appreciate your support of the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund and these worthy 
nonprofits. 

Individuals
Anonymous . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,240
Angela Aloise  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 250
Andrew Bailey & Lauren Purcell . . . . . . . **
Chris & Glenda Beratlis . . . . . . . . . . . . 500
Jeb & Jan Bing  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200
Bert & Dee Brook  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200
Mike & Diana Camplin . . . . . . . . . . . . . 500
Julie & Miguel Castillo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Herbert & Stella Chang . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Barbara Daniels . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Alice Desrosiers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Rich & Gloria Fredette . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Frank Fuentes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Judith Geiselman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Roy & D’Aun Goble . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Steve & Jori Grant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Bing & Laura Hadley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Bernice B. Hansen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Michael & Lorene Herbert . . . . . . . . . . 500
Janice Hermann  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50
Kay & Charles Huff . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Steve & Bobby Jensen  . . . . . . . . . . . . 250
Steven Jones . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200
Keith & Stacey Kang . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Dick & Peggy Karn  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Jake & Nancy Krakauer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Richard Leirer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Jerri & Rob Long . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Walt Lupeika, CPA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Srikant & Christina Mantha . . . . . . . . . . . **
Nancy McGhee & Clayton Newman . . 100
Peter & Diana McIntyre . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
The Medeiros Family . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Jeff & Kathy Narum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory O’Connor . . . . . . . . . **
Daryn & Jennifer Oxe . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Norman & Joyce Pacheco . . . . . . . . . . . 50
The Pennisi Family  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Jerrold & Josine Pentin . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Andy & Valerie Poryes . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Steve & Kellie Pulido . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Alan & Jean Purves . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
The Ristow Family . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Herb & Cathy Ritter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50

Lou & Margene Rivara  . . . . . . . . . . . . 500
Peter Schulze  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Jerry & Charlotte Severin  . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Steve & Bonnie Shamblin . . . . . . . . . . . 50
Patrick Spangler  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Sheldon & Vivian Thorson . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Mark & Kathy Tucker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Janet & Glenn Wenig . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Evan & Carolyn White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
Ralph & Pat Williams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50
Kristen Winslow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 250

In Memory of
Ed Regalado & Rich Thole 

from Brian Wright  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50
Dick Waldron from Virginia Waldron  . . . 50
Ed Kinney, Walt Wood 

and George Spiliotopoulos 
from Brad & Sandra Hirst . . . . . . 300

Mary L. Erickson from A.L. Copher . . . . . **
Irene Baeta from J.M. Teghtmeyer  . . . . . **
John Mavridis from Ted Mavridis . . . . . 100
Rick Fatland from Howard Merrill  . . . . 100
Ed Kinney from Jerri Long . . . . . . . . . . . . **
H.G. Pantages 

from Jerri Pantages Long . . . . . . . . **
James V. Medeiros 

from the Medeiros Family . . . . . . . . **
Bob Williams from Mavis Williams . . . . . . **
Leo Stefani from Kimberly Warren  . . . . . **
Elizabeth Little McGilvray 

from Anne & Wayne Emery . . . . . . . **
Aldo Cassani from Mike & Kris Harnett. . **

In Honor of
Our mom, Lora 

from Dmitriy & Lada Kosarikov . . . . **

Business
Big O Tires of Pleasanton . . . . . . . . . . 200
DeBernardi Development, 

Construction & Remodeling  . . . . 500
Foothill Optometric Group . . . . . . . . . . . 35
Tyco Matching Gifts Program  . . . . . . . 200
Vic’s All Star Kitchen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 250
Wholesale Autos ‘R’ Us . . . . . . . . . . . . . . **
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Holiday Fund
One Park Avenue

Two Locations
3120 Santa Rita Road, Suite F, Pleasanton

(Next to Nob Hill Foods)

925-462-5020
By Appointment 

or Walk-ins Welcome

Doan's Hair & Nails
3283-A Walnut Avenue, Fremont 510-793-6706

Haircuts
FULL SERVICE 

MASTER SALON
Over 17 Years In The Bay Area

Tue-Fri 9:30-7:00
Sat 9:30-6:00, Sun 10:00-5:00

Hair Straightening
20% OFF

With Coupon. Not Valid With Any Other 
Offers. Expires 1/31/07.

Highlighting/Color Service
10% OFF

Highlighting Reg. $65 & Up. Color Reg. $45 
& Up. With Coupon. Not Valid With Any Other 

Offers. Expires 1/31/07.

Men & Children’s
Haircut Only $9.99

New Clients Only. With Coupon. Not Valid 
With Any Other Offers. Expires 1/31/07.

FREE Shampoo 
with Women’s Haircut $15 & Up

With Coupon. Not Valid With Any Other 
Offers. Expires 1/31/07.

Waxing Starting at $8

20% Senior Discount
With Coupon

Spa Pedicure & Manicure

Only $30
No Coupon Necessary

Medicare 2007 
Are You Ready?

Major Changes & 55 Drug Plans

Free Community Seminar

Medicare becomes more and more complicated
in 2007. Insurance companies will offer
numerous new health plans for Medicare
recipients in Contra Costa and Alameda Counties.
San Ramon Regional Medical Center, and Health
Insurance Counseling and Advocacy Program
(HICAP) of Contra Costa County invite you to
learn about the 2007 plan updates, new
enrollment periods, and drug exceptions and
appeals. HICAP also will discuss some of the 
12 Medicare Advantage Plans and four Special
Needs Plans, including: Medical Savings Accounts
Plan (MSA), Private Fee-for-Service Plans
(PFFS), Preferred Provider Plans (PPO), Health
Maintenance Organizations (HMO), Medigap,
and 55 stand-alone drug plans. HICAP does 
not sell or endorse any insurance or provider 
of health benefits. You will receive comparison
charts for these plans to assist in making 
your decisions.

Speaker:
Mickey Mergy
HICAP Medicare Counselor

A Free Educational Seminar
Tuesday, December 5, 2006
10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

San Ramon Regional Medical Center
South Building
South Conference Room
7777 Norris Canyon Road
San Ramon

Space limited. Reserve your place 
by calling 800.284.2878
or online at www.sanramonmedctr.com

thing if they know more about it.”
 Not only are these resources 
invaluable to those currently deal-
ing with cancer, she said, but they 
are important for those who may 
use them in the future.
 “You many not think about it 
all year until something happens 

to you and your family,” Prishtina 
said. “People really appreciate put-
ting hands on a book and having 
someone with experience to help 
navigate through massive amounts 
of information. For many, it’s such a 
comfort to know that we’re here.” 
 The Ryan Comer Cancer 
Resource Center is located on the 
second floor of ValleyCare’s medi-
cal building, 5725 W. Las Positas 
Blvd. For more information, call 
734-3315. ■

Cancer center
(continued from page 22)

 That’s why the Pleasanton 
Weekly has chosen to include the 
Firehouse Arts Center project as 
one of six organizations that will 
be recipients of its annual Holiday 
Fund.
 “We’ve moved for-
ward with our efforts to 
raise money,” Reznick 
said. “We’re actively 
giving tours of the [his-
toric] firehouse. There’s 
been a lot of really pos-
itive response.”
 The center is planned 
to include:
 • 240-seat theater to be used for 
youth theater productions, chamber 
music, small dramatic productions, 
musical concerts, lectures, literary 
events, community meetings and 
film and video presentations
 • 2,000 square feet of gallery 
space that will display all forms of 
fine art, support local arts organiza-
tions
 • classrooms that will sup-
port such visual arts as painting, 
sculpture, digital photography and 

graphics as well as performing arts 
classrooms
 • box office to support events 
at the center and possibly to serve 
as a central downtown box office 
for community organizations and 
events
 The most important aspect of the 
Firehouse Arts Center is that it will 

provide a need in the 
community for cul-
tural and arts oppor-
tunities, all within 
the downtown area, 
Reznick said.
 “One of the 
things that Pleasanton’s 
all about is commu-
nity,” he said. “This 
really helps to build 

that community even further by 
finding a cultural center and set 
of activities going on right down-
town.”
 Reznick said the center will be 
the crown jewel of the city, a focal 
point to stimulate economic growth 
and cultural vitality in the down-
town core.
 For more information, visit the 
Cultural Arts Foundation’s newly 
re-designed Web site at www.
pleasantonartsfoundation.org. ■

Pleasanton Cultural Arts Foundation Board President Greg Reznick discusses 
plans for the Firehouse Arts Center at the Chamber of Commerce 60th anni-
versary party.

Firehouse
(continued from page 22)

“One of 
the things that 
Pleasanton’s 
all about is 
community.”

—Greg Reznick

The health library is stocked with a variety of models in the children’s corner. 
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SportsSports Lights of the Valley
Remember or honor someone special this holiday season with the 

purchase of a symbolic light, star, wreath or angel. Your donations help 
us provide end-of-life care for patients and grief support for families.

Circle One: In Memory (M) or Living Tribute (T)

Name: ___________________________________________
Name: ___________________________________________
Name: ___________________________________________
Donor: ___________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________
_________________________________________________
Phone: ___________________ Email: __________________
Memory Book Locations:

Dublin          Livermore          Pleasanton          San Ramon
Memory books listing those honored will be on display at each Tree location. 

Donate online: www.hopehospice.com
I wish to order the following:
___ Symbolic Light(s) . . .$20 EA ___
___ Symbolic Star(s) . . . .$50 EA ___
___ Memorial Wreath . . .$100 EA ___
         (with name of person)

___ Symbolic Angel(s)  . .$250* EA ___
         *You will receive an angel ornament for a gift of $250

Total Tax-Deductible Donation ________

Please return form with donation to: HOPE HOSPICE
6500 Dublin Blvd., #100 Dublin, CA 94568     925.829.8770      PW

Trees of Life will shine in Livermore, 
Pleasanton, Dublin and San Ramon

Thank You for Your Kind Donation!

__ Check    __ Discover    __ AMEX    __ MC   __ VISA  
_________Exp. Date______________________________Card#

Gift certificates available

Serving the Tri-Valley for 22 years

463-2150
3901-B Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton

(Rose Pavilion, across the parking lot from TGI Friday’s)

Remember your medical flex accounts

Merry Christmas
From our family to yours

Foothill wins Norcal 
championship

by Michael Miller

T he Foothill Falcons contin-
ued an amazing undefeated 
streak, downing San Benito 

of Hollister in five games (21-25, 
25-20, 17-25, 25-23, 15-12) to win 
the Northern California Division 
I girl’s volleyball championship 
Tuesday night. 
 Some people believe that the 
mark of a great champion is how 
the champ reacts to adversity, 
how a team reacts when they get 
knocked down. Throughout the post 
season, Foothill had overpowered 
opponents. No match lasted beyond 
three games and the Falcons had 
outscored post-season opponents 
by a combined 134 points enter-
ing the match with San Benito. As 
the scores of each game indicate, 
this match was not like any other 
Foothill had played all season.  
 Foothill not only had their noses 
blooded during the first round of 
the battle, a 25-21 first game loss, 
the team had to rise off the canvas 
when they lost game three (25-17) 
to fall behind two games to one in 
the match, a loss that created the 
first must win game of their season. 
 The turning point in game four 
came when Haybaylers outside hit-
ter Bri Romero went down with a 
knee injury with San Benito lead-
ing 9-7. Romero, who had been 
digging balls and setting up her 
teammates all through the match, 
had combined with Emily Korsten 
to match Foothill’s dominating 
front line. Romero’s injury, which 
was followed by a lengthy injury 
timeout, appeared to leave a hole in 
the San Benito game. Foothill went 
on to take game four 25-23. 
 EBAL MVP Felcia Willoughby 
and Betsy Sedlak, who have over-
powered opponents throughout the 
year, continued their dominant play 
in game five. The two led the team 
back from a 9-7 deficit to a 15-
12 victory and the match. Setter 
Christy Payne, Tracy Pham, Kara 
Strickland, and Alaynah Fieldler 
have again provided Foothill with 
an outstanding defensive effort. 
 Foothill will face defending 

state champion Los Alamitos, the 
Southern California Division I 
champions 5 p.m. tomorrow at the 
San Jose State Events Center.

Foothill advances to NCS 4A 
Championship

After trailing visiting Pittsburg 
by 18 points midway through the 
second quarter, it was as if the 
Foothill Falcon defense decided 
“No more!” The defense, which 
allowed 21 points and over 200 
yards of offense in the first half, 
shut the Pirates out while allow-
ing less than 90 yards in the sec-
ond half. While the defense held 
the Pirates in check, the offense 
scored 28-straight points to earn 
the Falcons their place in the NCS 
4A Championship Game. 
 The comeback started late in the 
first half, fittingly with a defen-
sive stop. With a 21-3 lead, the 
Pittsburg coaching staff chose to 
forego a field goal, or even a cof-
fin corner punt, by going for a 
first down on fourth and four at 
the Falcon 30-yard line. Smelling 
a chance to get back in the game, 
the defense turned the momentum 
in the Falcons’ favor with a quar-
terback sack by weak side defen-
sive end Sean Hurley. From there 
the offense took over and marched 
down the field for a touchdown on 
a 21-yard halfback option touch-
down pass from Austin Day to 
Jordan Johnson. 
 The Falcons dominated the line 
of scrimmage on both offense and 
defense. In the third quarter, after 
recovering a Pittsburg fumble, the 
offense capped a 12-plays drive 
with a 1-yard touchdown run by 
Rob Andrews. Day later added a 
29-yard TD run before Andrews 
capped the scoring with a 9-yard 
score to make the score 31-21. 
 The semifinal win brought a 
measure of revenge for the Falcon 
coaching staff. In 2003 the Falcons 
and the Pirates met in an NCS play-
off game that ended in a lopsided 
55-7 victory for Pittsburg. The 
Falcons will take on national pow-
erhouse De La Salle of Concord 
at 7:15 p.m. on Dec. 9 at McAfee 

Coliseum. De La Salle outscored 
San Ramon Valley 41-25 to earn 
their way to the final game. De 
La Salle has returned to national 
prominence and is currently 11th 
in the MaxPreps.com national high 
school football rankings. 

AVHS soccer off and running

 After a lackluster game last 
Monday night against the Antioch 
Panthers (1-0 loss), the Amador 
Dons made sure they would not be 
caught napping against the Hayward 
Farmers in a 5-0 non-league win. 
The Dons used two first half goals 
from Nestor Negrete and a second 
half hat trick from Evan Sherwood 
to ensure the victory.
 The Dons first goal came at 7:11 
of the first half, after some pinpoint 
passing between Evan Sherwood 
and Michael Janjigian. Janjigian 
took two touches and sent a ball 
into the Hayward box. The ball 
found Negrete who one-timed the 
ball into the Hayward net for a 1-0 
lead. The Dons scored their second 
goal at 16:01 as Matt Carlucci 
found Negrete jetting down the left 
side free from any defenders. The 
Hayward Keeper came out to chal-
lenge and Negrete calmly slid the 
ball past him and into the back of 
the net for a 2-0 lead. 
 In the second half, the Dons, led 
by Sherwood’s three goals, put on 
an offensive show. During the 59th 
minute, Michael Florin took the ball 
to the end line and sent a beautiful 
cross into the Hayward box. The 
Farmer keeper came out and tipped 
the ball away, however Sherwood 
was in the right place at the right time 
and headed the ball into the open 
net for a 3-0 lead. In the 75th min-
ute, Sherwood cleaned up a rebound 
off a shot off the post by Eddie 
Markie that allowed Sherwood to 
calmly plant the ball into the goal. 
Sherwood’s third goal was his most 
impressive. Taking a free kick from 
22 yards out, he placed a rocket into 
the upper right corner of the net.
 The Dons received outstand-
ing performances from Michael 
Florian, Jeff Squier, and Justin 
Mullaney.

AVHS sweeps 
to first place
 The 2006-07 Amador Valley High School 
competition cheerleading squads started 
the season with quite a showing Nov. 12, 
taking first in each division: JV show cheer, 
group stunt and varsity show. Judged 
according to choreography, crowd appeal, 
showmanship and execution of students, 
tumbling, formations, jumps and motions, 
the girls triumphed in the three divisions at 
Washington High School in Fremont. 
 JV and varsity squads, 26 competitors in 
all, each performed a two-and-a-half minute 
routine—half music and half cheer—while 
the group stunt team is made up of five girls 
who complete a one-minute routine. 
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The Pleasanton Police Department 
made the following information avail-
able. Under the law, those charged 
with offenses are considered inno-
cent until convicted.

November 18
• Found property: 1
• Annoying phone calls: 1
• Thefts:
 -2:55 a.m. in the 1700 block of 

Santa Rita Road; shoplifting, 
worth $50-200

 -8:51 a.m. in the 4500 block of 
Pleasanton Avenue; worth over 
$400

 -4:15 p.m. in the 1400 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; shoplift-
ing, over $400

 -5:12 p.m. in the 3200 block of 
Burgandy Drive; from vehicle, 
worth over $400

• Vehicular vandalism:
 -8:18 a.m. in the 300 block of St. 

Mary Street; worth $1,000 or 
less

• Burglary:
 -10:31 a.m. in the 2800 block of 

Whitney Drive; worth $200-400
• Public drunkenness:
 -1:36 a.m. at the intersection of 

Sunol Boulevard and Mission 
Drive

• Assault:
 -2:12 a.m. in the 4200 block of 

Valley Avenue

November 19
• DUI: 2
• Found property: 3
• Thefts:
 -12:42 a.m. in the 5100 block of 

Hopyard Road; worth $50-199
 -11:51 p.m. in the 6000 block of 

Johnson Drive; embezzlement 
 -12:11 p.m. in the 5800 block of 

Owens Drive; from vehicle, less 
than $50

 -1:30 p.m. in the 3800 block of 
Vineyard Avenue; from vehicle, 
worth less than $50

 -2:05 p.m. in the 3400 block of 
Blakemore Court; vehicle parts

 -10:48 p.m. in the 1300 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; shoplifting 

• Vehicular andalism:
 -6:37 p.m. in the 1600 block of 

Harvest Road; worth $1,000 or 
less

• Underage alcohol violation:
 -3:32 a.m. at the intersection of 

Main and Spring streets
• Assault:
 -9:28 a.m. in the 4300 block of 

Rosewood Drive

November 20
• Found property: 3
• Threatening phone calls: 1

• Annoying phone calls: 1
• Theft:
 -8:15 a.m. in the 8000 block of 

Regency Drive; from vehicle, 
worth over $400

 -10:25 a.m. in the 3000 block of 
Mall Lot; vehicle parts

 -10:29 a.m. in the 6600 block 
of Owens Drive; vehicle parts, 
worth over $400

 -2:55 p.m. in the 2400 block of 
Romano Circle; from vehicle, 
worth over $400

 -3:00 p.m. in the 3200 block of 
Vineyard Avenue; worth less 
than $50

 -3:20 p.m. in the 900 block of 
Rose Avenue; from vehicle

 -5:19 p.m. in the 4500 block of 
Rosewood Drive; stolen vehicle

• Public vandalism:
 -11:46 a.m. in the 7300 block of 

Johnson Drive; worth $1,000 or 
less

• Vehicular burglary:
 -8:17 a.m. in the 8000 block of 

Jorgensen Lane; worth $200-
400

• Domestic animal bites:
 -1:29 p.m. in the 3000 block of 

Tonopah Circle
• Seized contraband:
 -1:30 p.m. in the 8500 block of 

Clubhouse Drive
• Assault:
 -5:36 p.m. in the 6400 block of 

Stonedrige Mall Road
• Public drunkenness:
 -10:20 p.m. in the 4100 block of 

Alvarado Street

November 22
• Theft: 
 -12:00 a.m. in the 6300 block of 

Stoneridge Mall Road; identity 
theft

 -10:12 a.m. in the 3100 block of 
Paseo Robles; identity theft

 -12:50 p.m. in the 1700 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; shoplift-
ing, worth less than $50

 -4:07 p.m. in the 2100 block of 
Greenwood Road; identity theft

• Public vandalism:
 -9:49 a.m. in the 4700 block of 

Muirwood Drive; worth less than 
$1,000

• Possession of marijuana:
 -10:30 a.m. in the 3000 block of 

Tonopah Circle
• Assault:
 -1:13 p.m. in the 4300 block of 

Second Street
• Sex crime:
 -6:00 p.m. in the 4100 block of 

Churchill Drive
• Threat by fear:
 -8:20 p.m. in the 4000 block of 

Pimlico Drive

November 23

• DUI: 1

• Stolen vehicle: 

 -11:45 a.m. in the 5500 block of 
Springhouse Drive

• Vandalism:

 -4:42 a.m. at the intersection of 
Hacienda Drive and Las Positas 
Boulevard

November 24

• Found property: 1

• Thefts:

 -7:00 a.m. in the 1400 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; shoplift-
ing, worth $50-200

 -10:55 a.m. in the 3900 block of 
Vineyard Avenue; from vehicle, 
worth over $400

 -12:29 p.m. in the 5100 block 
of Independence Drive; identity 
theft

 -12:41 p.m. in the 1500 block of 
Stoneridge Mall Road; shoplifting

• Vehicular burglary:

 -10:22 p.m. in the 7500 block of 
Stonedale Drive; worth $200-
400

• Possession of synthetic drugs:

 -9:40 a.m. in the 7800 block of 
Driftwood Way

• Possession of prohibited weapon:

 -7:28 p.m. in the 4300 block of 
Second Street

ACCIDENTS
November 18

• 4:38 a.m. - Injury accident at the 
intersection of Sonoma Drive 
and Sunol Boulevard

November 19

• 8:57 a.m. - Injury accident involv-
ing a bicycle at the intersection 
of Mission Drive and Sunol 
Boulevard

• 12:22 p.m. - Injury accident in the 
4300 block of Foothill Roard

November 21

• 4:14 p.m. - Injury accident at the 
intersection of Las Positas 
Boulevard and Willow Road

November 22

• 3:37 p.m. - Injury accident at the 
intersection of Foothill Road and 
Dublin Canyon Road

Community PulseCommunity Pulse

Police Report

iPods, catalytic converters stolen

 Three iPods were stolen from vehicles Nov. 20 
through 24, Pleasanton police reported. The first 
was from an unlocked vehicle on Romano Court. 
Someone smashed a passenger-side window to 
reach the second iPod in a car parked on Hillview 
Court. A car stereo was also stolen from a third 
unlocked car in a lot in the 3900 block of Vineyard 
Avenue.

 Catalytic converters continue to be stolen off 
older and newer model Toyota vehicles in the Tri-
Valley area, according Officer Penelope Tamm. 
Just before the Thanksgiving holiday, one was 
taken from a 4-Runner on Blakemore Avenue 
and another from a Toyota on Inglewood Drive. 
Other thefts occurring in the last six weeks were 
on Springdale Drive, Rockingham Drive, Pimlico 
Drive, Owens Drive and the 5100 block of Hopyard 
Road.

Police Bulletin

WEEKLY MEETING NOTICES

ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
AND PUBLIC COMMENT IS WELCOME

The above represents a sampling of upcoming
meeting items. For complete information,

including any agenda amendments, please visit
www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/community/calendar

City Council
Tuesday, December 5, 2006 @ 7:00 p.m.
Council Chambers, 200 Old Bernal

• Consideration of a Resolution accepting the 
2005/06 Fiscal Year End Financial Report and 
amending the 2005/06 Operating Budget.

• Public Hearing: PUD-01-9M, Mike Renquist, 
application for a major modification to an 
approved PUD for a single-family lot located at 
2511 Yolanda Court to increase the maximum 
building height from 23 feet to 26 feet; to allow 
a barrel tile roof; and to allow design review 
approval by the Planning Director.

• Public Hearing: PUD-99-7-3M/PDR-578 
Heartwood Communities, application for 
a major modification to an approved PUD 
development plan for Tract 7162 (formerly TTK 
Properties) located on the south side of Happy 
Valley Road at Happy Valley Road and Alisal 
Street, to incorporate design guidelines for the 
development and to modify the design review 
approval process; and design review approval 
for the construction of approximately 7,128 sq. ft., 
2-story home with an approximately 1,668 sq. ft. 
garage and a 1,088 sq. ft. basement located on 
lot 8.

• Consideration of an Ordinance amending 
Chapters 17.04 and 17.44 of the Municipal Code 
related to Residential Condominium Conversions.

• Selection of Vice Mayor and appointment of 
City Council Members to various boards and 
commissions.

The December 4 Civic Arts Commission meeting 
has been cancelled.

The December 6 Human Services Commission 
meeting has been cancelled.

The December 25 Trails Ad Hoc Committee 
meetings have been cancelled.  A special 
meeting has been scheduled for December 11.

The December 14 Parks and Recreation 
Commission meeting has been cancelled.  The 
next regular meeting will be held on January 11, 
2007.
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Auditions
Sunol Repertory Theatre
The Sunol Repertory Theatre is hold-
ing auditions for its 26th season. The 
theatre will either perform the melo-
dramas “Taming the Wild, Wild West 
In a Dress” or “Let’s Give the Villain 
the Slip.” Auditions are 7 p.m., Dec. 7 
at the Sunol Glen School Auditorium. 
Adults and children are welcome. Call 
895-3767 for more information.

Book Clubs
Great Books of Pleasanton
The Great Books of Pleasanton Book 
Club meets at 7:30 p.m., the fourth 
Monday monthly at Towne Center 
Books, 555 Main St. Call Sadie, 846-
1658.
Political Book Club
The Political Book Club meets at 
7 p.m. the fourth Tuesday monthly 
at the Livermore Library, 1000 S. 
Livermore Ave. Call 462-7495. The 
Nov. 28 meeting will discuss the 
book, “Whose Freedom? The Battle 
Over America’s Most Important Idea” 
by George Lakoff. Call 462-7495 or 
visit www.trivalleydems.com for more 
information.

Civic Meetings
City Council
The council meets at 7 p.m. on the 
first and third Tuesday monthly at City 
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal 
Ave. The next meeting is Dec. 5. 
Housing Commission
The commission meets at 7:30 p.m. 
on the third Thursday monthly at City 

Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal 
Ave. The next meeting is Dec. 21.
Human Services Commission
The commission meets at 7 p.m. on 
the first Wednesday monthly at City 
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal 
Ave. The Dec. 6 meeting has been 
cancelled.
Library Commission
The commission meets at 7 p.m. 
on the second Thursday monthly at 
Pleasanton Library, 400 Old Bernal 
Ave. The next meeting is Dec. 14.
Parks & Recreation Commission
The commission meets at 7 p.m. on 
the second Thursday monthly at City 
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal 
Ave. The Dec. 14 meeting has been 
cancelled.
Planning Commission
The commission meets 7 p.m. on 
the second and fourth Wednesday 
monthly at City Council Chamber, 200 
Old Bernal Ave. The next meeting is 
Dec. 13.
School Board
The board meets at 7 p.m. on the 
second and fourth Tuesday monthly 
in the district office board room 
4665 Bernal Ave. Because of the 
Thanksgiving holiday, the next meeting 
is Dec. 12.
Youth Commission
The commission meets at 7 p.m. on 
the second Wednesday monthly at 
Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353 Sunol 
Blvd. The next meeting is Dec. 13.

Classes
International Folk Dancers
The Del Valle International Folk 
Dancers welcome beginning and 
experienced dancers for Balkan, Israeli 
and other World Dances. Weekly 

classes meet from 7:45 to 9:30 p.m. 
on Tuesdays in the upstairs studio 
at Triple Threat Performing Arts, 315 
Wright Brothers Avenue. Cost is $4. 
Call George Pavel, 447-8020.
Parent Education Class 
The first Parent Education class of the 
fall semester runs 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Wednesdays through Dec. 20 at the 
Pleasanton Presbyterian Church. The 
class is designed for parents of young 
children 2-12 and is ongoing. Parents 
may join anytime during the semester. 

Clubs
Crossroads Business Network
Crossroads Business Network meets 
from 7 to 8:30 a.m. every Friday at 
Vic’s All Star Kitchen, 201-A Main St. 
Call Bill, 469-1111.
Diablo Valley Soaring Society
This radio control glider club meets to 
fly their planes on Saturdays from 9:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Alameda County 
Fairgrounds. Call Wayne, 846-8617.
Everything Poetry
This poetry work-group meets from 9 
to 11 a.m. the first Saturday monthly 
to critique poetry and the third 
Saturday monthly for a workshop 
pertaining to an aspect of poetry busi-
ness at Towne Center Books, 555 
Main St. Bring 10 copies of a poem. 
Call Michelle, 931-5350 or e-mail 
mrusso@ci.pleasanton.ca.us.
Express to Success Network
Women’s Express to Success 
Network meets from 6 to 8:30 p.m. 
on the third Tuesday monthly at the 
Four Points Sheraton Hotel, 5115 
Hopyard Rd. Visit www.expresstosuc-
cess.org or e-mail info@expresstosuc-
cess.org.

CalendarCalendar

Hometown Holiday Celebration 
this weekend

The annual Hometown Holiday Celebration Parade and 
Tree Lighting will be from 4 to 9 p.m., this Saturday, Dec. 
2. The parade begins at 5:30 p.m. down Main Street and 
includes floats, high school marching bands and a special 
appearance by Santa Claus. The tree lighting and carol 
sing-a-long will take place in front of the Museum On Main 
immediately following the parade. Visit www.hometownholi-
day.com or call 931-5352 for more information.

Weekend Preview
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Authentic Afghani Dishes with a Mediterranean Flair
Shish Kabobs . Vegetarian Dishes . And More

Downtown Pleasanton’s
Exotic Dining Destination

OasisGrille

Extraordinary Champagne Cocktails
Live Entertainment on Weekends

Patio Dining
925. 417. 8438

780 Main Street, Downtown Pleasanton
www.oasisgrille.com

*Purchase required to enter
–Two winners

WIN $500 Shopping Spree*

Acc’sentials
Alexander’s Main St. 
   Gallery
All About Me
Apparel & Co
Bibiane Bakery
Blondie’s Shoes 
  & Accessories
Clover Creek
Day Art Studio
Gallery M
Gourmet Works
Gregory Frame Shoppe
Jewelers Gallery
Leslie Marie Body & 
   Skin Care

Lucia Papale Massage
Me & Emmi
Mesa Trading
Milfleur
Passionate Athlete
Pleasanton Antiques 
    and Collectibles
Primrose Bakery
Pure Girls
San Francisco Cigar 
    Company
Sincerely Yours
Studio 7 Fine Arts
The Berry Patch
The Nail Gallery
Towne Center Books
Worthington Gallery West

Shop Downtown 
Pleasanton 

Last Day to shop is Dec. 2

Participating merchants

HOLIDAY SPARKLE

Pleasanton’s Premiere Medical 
Spa & Skin Boutique
700 Main Street, 
Downtown Pleasanton

925.426.1008
www.essencemedespa.com

The East Bay’s Fastest Growing Spa is Moving

Plump Up and Define your Lips 
with 1cc of lip Refining Injectables. 

That’s a savings of over $200! 
Limited Time Offer.

Thanks to our wonderful customers for making Essence Medespa the fastest growing spa in the 
East Bay! We have outgrown our current location and plan on moving into our beautifully 
remodeled, new location at 700 Main Street in January. To show our appreciation we are offer-
ing incredible moving sale specials while still in our current location.

Laser Hair Removal*
Purchase any Series of 4 Treatments and Received the 5th Treatment Free!

Boxtox*
Receive the Special Price of $10 a unit with any Laser Service Purchase.

Get the Luscious Lips you’ve always 
dreamed of for only $300!

e s s e n c e  m e d e s p a

$200
OFF!
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Calendar

Concerts
Amador-Chabot Symphony Concert
The Amador Valley High School 
Wind Ensemble and the Chabot 
Wind Symphony will perform a joint 
concert 7 p.m. Dec. 6 at the Chabot 
College Performing Arts Center, 25555 
Hesperian Blvd., Hayward. Tickets 
are available at the door. Visit www.
chabotcollege.edu/PAC.
Livermore-Amador Symphony 
Concert
The first Livermore-Amador Symphony 
concert of the 2006-07 season is 8 
p.m. Dec. 2 at the First Presbyterian 
Church, 4th and L streets, Livermore. 
The concert will include pieces by 
Mozart, Bach, Sowerby and more. 
Tickets are $15 for adults, $13 for 
seniors. Students high school age and 
younger are free. Call 373-6824 for 
tickets or visit www.livamsymph.org for 
more information.
The Eldos
A Cappella quartet, The Edlos, will per-
form 8 p.m., Fri., Dec. 1 at the Amador 
Theater, 1155 Santa Rita Rd. Tickets 
available at www.civicartstickets.org or 
call 931-3444.

Events
International Handicrafts Fair
United Christian Church, 1886 College 
Ave. in Livermore, is hosting an 
International Handicrafts Fair  from 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m., Dec. 2.  Creches, 
jewelry, toys, gift items and more from 
around the world will be sold. Call 449-
6820 for more information.
Poems for the Iraqi People
This month’s Century House Poetry 
Reading will feature submissions from 
“Gift of Word: Poems for the Iraqi 
People” from 1 to 3 p.m. Dec. 3 at 
the Century House, 2401 Santa Rita 
Rd. The program will include readings 
of poems written by poets across the 
country and serving abroad. Admission 
is $5. Call Michelle Russo, 931-5350 or 
e-mail mrusso@ci.pleasanton.ca.us for 
more information.

Exhibits
Art Events at Worthington Gallery
Worthington Gallery West, 739 J Main 
St., is holding several gallery events 
in December. From Dec. 5 to 30, the 
gallery is selling Mola textiles to benefit 
the San Blas Medical Mission. From 7 
to 9 p.m. Dec. 1, photographer Sue 
Evans is showing her photos and from 
7 to 9 p.m. Dec. 8 jewelry designer 
Kim Pace is hosting a trunk show. Both 
events are free and refreshments will 
be served. Call 485-1183 or visit www.
worthingtongallerywest.com for more 
information.
Chinese Experience in the Valley
“The Chinese Experience in the 
Valley” will be on display until Dec. 3 
at Museum On Main, 603 Main St. 
Admission is $2. Call 462-2766 or visit 
www.museumonmain.org.
Local Artists Display Work
The Pleasanton Art League Public Art 
Circuit has made its fall rotation. New 
pieces by local artists can be viewed 
at the Pleasanton branch of Bank of 
America, Keller Williams Realty and 
Towne Center Books, all on Main 
Street; the Pleasanton Chamber of 
Commerce on Peters Avenue; and R.E. 
Realty Experts on Hopyard Road. For 
additional locations, call Lisa Davis, 
518-4436.
Poetry & Art Exhibition
The Poetry & Art Exibition will be open 
weekends at Big White House Winery 

and El Sol Winery, 6800 Greenville Rd., 
Livermore. Call Linda, 243-0424 for a 
schedule of events.

Film
Heroes and Villains
Las Positas College and the Pleasanton 
Library present “Heroes and Villains: A 
Classic Film Series,” at 7 p.m., every first 
Thursday monthly until June 2007 at the 
Pleasanton Library, 400 Old Bernal Ave. 
Admission is free. Call Penny, 931-3405.

Health
Autism Clinic
Dr. Lynne Mielke of Pleasanton’s 
Developmental Spectrums’ Autism 
Clinic will speak from 5:30 to 6:30 
p.m. Dec. 1 on the use of hyperbaric 
oxygen therapy in the treatment of 
autism and other disorders affect-
ing the brain. The talk will be at The 
Fountain Church, 4439 Stoneridge Dr. 
Call 846-6300 or visit www.spectrum-
hyperbarics.com for more information.
Lymphatic Breast Health
The World School of Massage and 
Holistic Healing are hosting a free 
public seminar titled “Lymphatic 
Breast Health: Clothes-On Self-
Massage Techniques for Men and 
Women” from 3:30 to 5 p.m., Dec. 6 
at the school, 699 Peters Ave., Ste. 
A. Learn self-massage techniques to 
stimulate the lymphatic system and 
foster overall health. Call 461-2533 for 
more information.
Medicare Seminar
San Ramon Regional Medical Center 
and Health Insurance Counseling and 
Advocacy Program (HICAP) present 
“Medicare 2007: Get Ready for Major 
Changes and 55 Drug Plans” from 
10 to 11:30 a.m. Dec. 5 at the South 
Conference Room in San Ramon 
Regional’s South Building, 7777 Norris 
Canyon Rd., San Ramon. Admission is 
free, but reservations are required. Call 
(800) 284-2878 or visit www.sanra-
monmedctr.com to make reservations.

Holiday
Christmas Carol Sing-A-Long
Tri-Valley Unity Church is hosting a 
Christmas carol sing-a-long 6 p.m., 
Sun., Dec. 3 at the Radisson Hotel, 
6680 Regional St., Dublin. Suggested 
donation is $10 for adults, $5 for 
children, or $20 for a family of four 
or more.  Donation includes souvenir 
song books, candy canes, apple cider, 
coffee and tea. Call 829-2733 or visit 
www.trivalleyunity.com.
Christmas Party
The Retired Public Employees’ 
Association, Chapter 075, is holding a 
Christmas party in place of its regular 
business meeting from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Dec. 7 at Emil Villa’s Hickory Pit, 
3054 Pacific Ave., Livermore. Bruch 
cost is $5 per person. RSVP by calling 
Bob, 845-6563 or Jan, 447-9549.
Christmas Story
The California Independent Film 
Festival Association is hosting a spe-
cial screening of “A Christmas Story” 
11 a.m., Dec. 9 at the Vine Cinema 
in downtown Livermore. The event 
includes a Q&A with actors Ian Petrella 
and Scott Schwartz from the movie. 
Unwrapped toys will also be collected 
for the Livermore Children’s Charity 
from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Tickets 
are $10. Call 552-REEL or visit www.
caindie.com.
Christmas Tree Lane
ValleyCare Health System is holding 

its annual fundraiser “Christmas Tree 
Lane” Dec. 1 and 2. For a complete list 
of activities and events, visit www.val-
leycare.com/ee_events.html.
Diablo Ballet Company Nutcracker
The Diablo Ballet company is perform-
ing “The Nutcracker” 7:30 p.m. Dec. 
1; 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Dec. 2; and 
2 p.m. Dec. 3. Performances are at 
the Del Valle Threatre, 1963 Tice Valley 
Blvd., Walnut Creek. Tickets are $26 
for adults and seniors, and $24 for chil-
dren 12 or younger. Call 943-SHOW or 
visit the Dean Lesher Regional Center 
box office to purchase tickets.
Holiday Modeling Party
Pure Girls, 660 Main St., is hosting a 
Holiday Window Modeling Party from 
5:30 to 8:30 p.m. Dec. 2. The event 
starts with watching the Hometown 
Holiday Parade from box seats in front 
of the store with dinner and dessert. 
Girls can then model in the display 
window in any of the store’s themed 
costumes. The event is for girls ages 6 
or older. Admission is $35 and $5 for 
anyone who brings a friend. Call 485-
4380 to make a reservation.
Holiday Tea & Fashion Show
The Museum On Main is hosting the 
second annual Holiday Tea & Fashion 
Show from noon to 3 p.m. Dec. 3 at 
the museum, 603 Main St. The event 
includes music by keyboardist Bonnie 
Green, a parade of fashions from 
downtown Pleasanton merchants and 
a formal high tea. Tickets are $35 per 
person, $30 for Museum On Main 
members and children 16 or younger. 
Purchase tickets at the museum. 
Proceeds benefit museum programs. 
Call 462-2766 or visit www.museu-
monmain.org for more information.
Holiday Workshop
The city of Dublin is hosting a Holiday 
Workshop from 1 to 4 p.m., Dec. 2 
at the Dublin Heritage Center, 6600 
Donlon Way in Dublin. Learn how to 
make holiday crafts, listen to music, 
and enjoy gingerbread and hot cider. 
Tickets are $5 for adults, $3 for chil-
dren. Call 833-6645 for more informa-
tion.
Holidays in the Vineyards
Garre Winery will feature arts and crafts 
booths with wine- and holiday- themed 
gifts, noon to 5 p.m. Dec. 1-2 at 7986 
Tesla Rd., Livermore. Holiday carolers 
from Harmony Crossroads Chorus 
at 2 p.m. Sat. only. Toys for Tots Gift 
Drive, food and special wine tastings. 
For wine releases and information call 
371-8200.
Hometown Holiday Celebration
The annual Hometown Holiday 
Celebration Parade and Tree Lighting 
will be from 4 to 9 p.m. Dec. 2. The 
parade begins at 5:30 p.m. down Main 
Street and includes floats, high school 
marching bands and a special appear-
ance by Santa Claus. The tree lighting 
and carol sing-a-long will take place in 
front of the Museum on Main immedi-
ately following the parade. Visit www.
hometownholiday.com or call 931-
5352 for more information.
Jim Gamble’s ‘The Nutcracker’
Puppeteer Jim Gamble and his host of 
puppets will perform “The Nutcracker” 
7:30 p.m. Dec. 8 at the Amador 
Theater, 1155 Santa Rita Rd. Tickets 
are $10, $14 and $18 for adults and 
$6, $10 adn $14 for children. Call 931-
3444 or visit www.civicartstickets.org 
to purchase tickets. Group discounts 
are available.
Joy to the World
The Pleasanton Community Concert 
Band and the 91st Division Army Band 
are holding its annual holiday concert, 
“Joy to the World,” 2 p.m. Dec. 10 at 
the Amador Theater, 1155 Santa Rita 
Rd. Admission is free. Call 846-5897 or 
visit www.pleasantonband.org for more 
information.

Letters from Santa
To have your child receive a personal-
ized letter from Santa Claus, requests 
must be made no later than Dec. 5. 
Cost is $3 for Dublin residents, $4 
for nonresidents. Pick up an applica-
tion at the Dublin Parks Department 
or download it online from www.
DublinResGuide.com.
Lights Tour
The Pleasanton Senior Center is host-
ing a Holiday Lights Tour of the festively 
decorated homes in Pleasanton from 
6:30 to 9:30 p.m. Dec. 14. Sing-a-
longs, cookies and hot cocoa will be 
provided. Cost is $6 for Pleasanton 
residents, $7 for non-residents. The 
bus leaves from the Pleasanton Senior 
Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. Tickets are 
also available at that location. Call 931-
5372 for more information.
NY New Year’s Eve Bash
Pure Girls, 660 Main St., is hosting 
its second annual NY New Year’s Eve 
Bash for girls ages 6 and older from 6 
to 9 p.m. on New Year’s Eve. This is 
a “parent-free” event and girls will get 
glammed-up, dance, win prizes, dine 
and drink as they count down to the 
ball drop in New York City. Cost is $35 
and girls who bring a friend get $5 off. 
Call 485-4380 to reserve a space.
Oudoor Ice Rink
Downtown Walnut Creek opened 
its annual outdoor ice skating rink, 
scheduled to run through Jan. 15, 
2007. The rink is open 10 a.m. to 10 
p.m., Mon.-Thu.; 10 a.m. to 11 p.m., 
Fri.-Sat.; 11 a.m. to 8 p.m., Sun. 

Cost is $11, including skate rental, 
Mon.-Thu. and Fri. until 5:30 p.m.; 
weekends are $10, plus $5 skate 
rental. Call 935-SNOW or visit www.
iceskatewalnutcreek.com for more 
information.
Santa and Pet Photos 
The Valley Humane Society’s  annual 
Santa and Pet Photos is for all pets, 
big and small. Photos will be taken 
with Santa from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
Dec. 2-3 at Alden Lane Nursery & 
Garden Center, 981 Alden Lane, 
Livermore. No appointment neces-
sary, the fee for two 4x6 inch photos 
and two holiday-framed cards to hold 
them is $20. All pets must be leashed 
or in carriers. Contact the Valley 
Humane Society, 426-8656
Santa at Towne Center Books
Have Breakfast with Santa at Towne 
Center Books, 555 Main St., two dif-
ferent dates: 9 a.m., Thurs., Dec. 7 
and Wed., Dec. 13. Breakfast, party 
favor, photo and time with Santa are 
included in the $5 per person admis-
sion. Event is for children ages 3 and 
older. Call 846-8826.
Sing-It-Yourself Messiah
The Valley Concert Chorale is host-
ing a Sing-It-Yourself Messiah 7:30 
p.m. Dec. 15 at the First Presbyterian 
Church, 4th and L streets, Livermore. 
Admission is $10. Participants will 
sing Handel’s popular “Messiah” and 
soloist will be highlighted. Participants 
should bring a score, if possible. Visit 
www.valleyconcertchorale.org for 
more information.
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NOTICE OF PLEASANTON CITY GRANT
Nonprofit, community-based organizations providing human 

services, youth programs and services, or promoting culture/arts.

Civic Arts, Human Services and Youth Commissions
Welcome Applications

Application Packets will be available to the
public beginning on January 16, 2007.

• Pick-up packets -

Department of Parks and Community Services
Main Office

200 Old Bernal Avenue, Pleasanton

• Request packets to be mailed by calling (925) 931-5346

• Packets available through the City website: 
www.ci.Pleasanton.ca.us

Pre-Application Meetings
You only need to attend one (1) of the following:

Wednesday, December 6, 2006
1:00-3:30 p.m.
City of Livermore Council Chambers
3575 Pacific Avenue, Livermore

or

Tuesday, December 12, 2006
10:00-11:30 p.m.
City of Pleasanton Council Chambers
200 Old Bernal Avenue, Pleasanton

Questions? Contact 931-5346
Eileen Hofstadt, Community Services Manager
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Teddy Bear Tea Service
The Pleasanton Hotel is hosting a 
Teddy Bear Tea Service during the 
month of December. Bring your child 
to enjoy a festive tea in the holiday 
decorated Victorian dining rooms. 
Each child will receive a teddy 
bear to take home. The teas are Mon. 
through Sat. from 2 to 3:30 p.m. 
Cost is $18.95 for adults,  $15.95 for 
children. Reservations required. Call 
846-8106.

Toys for Tots
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage 
offices will serve as official collec-
tion centers for Toys for Tots from 
now until Dec. 15. The location in 
Pleasanton is 5980 Stoneridge Dr., 
Ste.122. Call 847-2200 for more infor-
mation.

Valley Chorale Holiday Concert
The Valley Concert Chorale performs 
its annual Holiday Concert 8 p.m. 
Dec. 9  at Trinity Lutheran Church, 
1225 Hopyard Rd. and 2 p.m. Dec. 
10 at First Presbyterian Church, 4th 
and L streets, Livermore. Tickets are 
$17 for adults and $14 for seniors 62 
and older if purchased in advance; 
$20 for adults and $17 for seniors at 
the door. Students 18 and younger 
are free when accompanied by an 
adult. Call 866-4003 or e-mail info@
valleyconcertchorale.org. Visit www.
valleyconcertchorale.org for more 
information.
Valley Dance Theatre Nutcracker
Valley Dance Theatre will perform “The 
Nutcracker” 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. Dec. 
16 and 17, and 7 p.m. Dec. 19 at 
the Livermore High School Theater, 
600 Maple St., Livermore. Tickets 

are $18 for adults, $15 for students 
and seniors for ground floor reserved 
seats; $15 for adults and $13 for stu-
dents and seniors for open balcony 
seating. Call 243-0927 for information 
and tickets. Group rates available.
Variety Show and Silent Auction
A musical variety show and silent 
auction benefiting the Young Actors’ 
Theatre Camp featuring Pleasanton 
native and TV’s “America’s Got Talent” 
semi-finalist, Shawn Ryan is 7 p.m., 
Sat., Dec. 2 at the Dean Lesher 
Center for the Arts, 1601 Civic Dr., 
Walnut Creek. For tickets and informa-
tion, call 943-7469. 
Winter Concerts
Amador Valley High School will pres-
ent two winter concerts at the Amador 
Theater, 1155 Santa Rita Rd. Director 
Mark Aubel will lead the AVHS 
orchestra, choir and jazz A ensemble 

with special guest, the Foothill High 
School Chamber Choir at 7:30 p.m. 
Dec. 18. Director Jon Grantham 
leads the AVHS wind ensemble, wind 
symphony, symphonic band and jazz 
B enemble at 7 p.m. Dec. 19. Both 
shows are general seating.

Kids & Teens
Little Red Riding Hood
The Puppet Art Theater Company is 
performing “Little Red Riding Hood” 2 
p.m. Dec. 2 at the Pleasanton Public 
Library. Tickets are free for children 
ages 5 and older. Due to the program’s 
popularity, parents will not be admitted 
unless space permits. Tickets are avail-
able at the children’s desk 30 minutes 
prior to the show. Call 931-3400, ext. 8 
for more information.

Mini Cheer Camp
The nationally ranked Foothill High 
School Competition Cher squads are 
hosting a one-day Mini Cheer Camp 
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Dec. 2 
at Foothill High School large gym. 
The event is open to students grades 
K-6. Registration is $45 and includes 
lunch, a certificate and a T-shirt. Call 
Kim DeJoy, 426-2374 or e-mail kde-
joyfhscheer@comcast.net for more 
information.

Lectures/
Workshops
Christian/Jewish Workshop
A series of workshops sponsored by 
the Jewish and Catholic communi-
ties of Pleasanton will be held from 
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Dec. 6 and 13 
at Congregation Beth Emek, 3400 
Nevada Ct. To register, contact Mary 
Schneider at mary0531@comcast.net.
eBIG Seminar
Norma Watenpaugh, a former 
Association of Strategic Alliances 
President and founder of Phoenix 
Consulting Group, will speak at eBIG 
seminar, “Start-Ups/VCs SIG - Early 
Stage Alliances” Dec. 11 from 6:30 
to 9 p.m. at  the Crowne Plaza Hotel, 
11950 Dublin Canyon Rd. The event is 
free for eBIG members. For all others, 
admission is $10 pre-registration, $20 
at the door. Call Nancy Tubbs, (650) 
704-7844 or visit www.ebig.org. 
Wills, Trusts and Financial Planning
Get information about wills, trusts, 
related financial planning and other tips 
at the Pleasanton Senior Center,
5353 Sunol Blvd., from 10:30 a.m. 
to noon, Tue., Dec. 5. Call 925 931-
5369 for information.  Cost is $1.25 
for Pleasanton residents, $1.75 non-
residents.
Working With Intuition
Diablo Valley Women in Business is 
presenting “Wisdom in the Workplace: 
Working with Your Intuition” 7:30 a.m. 
Dec. 8 at Crow Canyon Country Club, 
711 Silver Lake Dr., Danville. Cost is $40 
for the public, $25 for members and 
includes breakfast. Call 866-0260 or visit 
www.dvwib.org for more information.

Live Music
Jazz at The Pleasanton Hotel
Chris Bradley’s Traditional Jazz Band is 
performing Dec. 12 at The Pleasanton 
Hotel. Shows start at 7:30 p.m. Visit 
www.pleasantonhotel.com for more 
information.
Swing Band at Library
The Pleasanton Public Library presents 
the JB Smooth Sounds Band from 1 
to 3 p.m., Dec. 19. Admission is free. 
Call 931-3400, ext. 37 for more infor-
mation.

Miscellaneous
Family Read Night
Read stories and do crafts with the 
family at Family Read Night, offered 
in English and Spanish. Admission is 
free. Space is limited so registration is 
required. Call Donnamarie, 249-3923, 
for dates and locations.
Farmers’ Market
Shop for fresh produce, flowers, and 
baked goods from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
every Saturday on West Angela Street 
between Main and First streets. Call 
825-9090.
Open Heart Kitchen
Open Heart Kitchen provides hot meals 
to the underpriviledged from 4:30 to 
6 p.m. every Friday at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 1225 Hopyard Rd.; noon to 6 
p.m. every Tuesday and Wednesday at 
Asbury United Methodist Church, 4743 
East Ave., Livermore; and 4 to 6 p.m. 
every Thursday at Vineyard Christian 
Fellowship, 460 N. Livermore St., 
Livermore. Call Carol, 580-1616.
TVAR Cat and Dog Adoptions
Tri-Valley Animal Rescue hosts dog 
and cat adoptions from 9:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., Saturdays at Pleasanton’s 
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experience more

Jump Start Your 2007 Fitness Resolution

sports • fitness • spaPackage available to new members joining in December 2006. 30 days free offer expires 12/24/06.

Join ClubSport in December and receive a special

“New Member Package.” 
• 2 Complimentary Personal Training Sessions

• On-Line Fitness and Nutrition Tracking

• Gym Bag Starter Kit

Join before 12/24 and receive 30 days free!

Visit us online for a free guest pass 
www.clubsports.com

(877) 669-6086
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Farmers’ Market, First and W. Angela 
sts; and noon to 4 p.m. at Dublin 
PetsMart. Cats are available from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Livermore Pet 
Extreme. Cats are also available from 1 
to 4 p.m., Sundays at Dublin PetsMart 
and Pet Food Express. Call 803-7043 
or visit www.tvar.org.

Seniors
Bingo
Play Bingo 12:30 to 3 p.m. on the first, 
third and fifth Monday monthly and 1 to 
3 p.m. every Friday at the Pleasanton 
Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. Cost 
is $1.25 for residents, $1.75 non-resi-
dents. Game cards are 50 cents. Call 
931-5365.
Emotional Wellness Group
Learn more about depression, anxiety, 
and how medications and alcohol may 
affect emotional well-being at 2 p.m. 
every other Thursday at the Pleasanton 
Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. Call 
Charlene or Jode, 931-5382.
Friday Night Dance
Join the crowd for ballroom danc-
ing once a month at  the Pleasanton 
Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. 
Advanced tickets are $7 for residents, 
$8 non-residents, and $8 for residents, 
$9 non-residents at the door. Singles 
welcome. Reservations recommended. 
Call 931-5365.
Internet Access Workstation
The Internet workstation is available 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday and 9 a.m. to noon 
most Saturdays at the library section 
of the Pleasanton Senior Center. Cost 
is $1.25 for residents, $1.75 non-resi-
dents. Call 931-5365.
Luncheons
The Dublin Senior Center hosts spe-
cial themed luncheons on the sec-
ond Thursday monthly at the Senior 
Center, 7600 Amador Valley Blvd., 
Dublin. The luncheon fee is $6.50 for 
residents and $7.50 for non-residents 
and includes special entertainment.
Call 556-4511 or visit www.ci.dublin.
ca.us. Reservations needed by the 
Friday prior to the luncheon.
Movie Madness
Seniors are invited to watch free mov-
ies on the big screen at 1 p.m. on the 
first and third Mondays monthly at 
the Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. 
Popcorn and refreshments available. 
call 931-5365.
Paratransit Service
The paratransit service provides door-to-
door bus service to seniors 65 and older, 
and individuals with disabilities of any 
age and is available 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, and 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m., Saturday. Call 931-5376. 
Personal Computers Group
Meets 10 a.m. to noon the fourth 
Thursday monthly at Pleasanton 
Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. Cost 
is $1.25 for residents, $1.75 non-resi-
dents. Call 931-5365 or e-mail please-
nior@yahoo.com.
Senior Dinner
Open Heart Kitchen provides seniors 

60 years and older with an evening 
meal from 4 to 6 p.m., Monday through 
Friday at Ridge View Commons, 4200 
Case Ave. Suggested donation is $3. 
Call 484-5131 for reservations.
Senior Lunch
Spectrum Community Services pro-
vides seniors 60 years and older with 
a noon meal at the Pleasanton Senior 
Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. Suggested 
donation is $3.25. Call 931-5385 for 
reservations.
V.I.P. Senior Club
The Pleasanton V.I.P. Senior Club 
meets the second and fourth Monday 
monthly from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at 
the Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. 
The second Mondays are business 
meetings and the fourth Mondays are 
social meetings. Snappy Cafe serves 
lunch at noon with a $3.25 donation. 
Reservations for lunch must be made 
by the Thursday before each meeting 
by calling 931-5385 or call Verla, 846-
2992.

Spiritual
Compassionate Christian 
Compassionate Christian is a confiden-
tial self-help group for Christians, using 
theology and love for the Lord to guide 
individuals through struggles. The 
group meets every Thursday from 7 to 
8:30 p.m. Space is limited. Call Kathy 

for reservations, 462-2777 or e-mail 
ChristianKindness@sbcglobal.net.
Faith Chapel Assembly of God
Sunday school for all ages begins at 
9:30 a.m., worship at 10:30 a.m. and 
Children’s Church Program (ages 3-12) 
at 11:15 a.m. Singles & Young Married 
Home Bible Study meets  at 7:30 
p.m., Mondays. Women’s Bible Study 
meets at 10 a.m., Wednesday evening 
programs; Choir Practice, Boys and 
Girls Mission Crusade Club (grades 
K-5th grade) 7 p.m. Call the church 
office, 846-8650 for information on 
any ministry.
Moms In Touch
Become a part of the worldwide com-
munity of mothers praying for their 
children and their schools. Call Mary, 
484-4348 or visit www.momsintouch.
org.
The Importance of True Fellowship 
Compassionate Christian is hosting an 
eight-week series for Christians called 
“The Importance of True Fellowship.” 
The group will cover the biblical blue-
print for relationships to flourish and 
creating a safe environment for true 
fellowship. Space is limited. Call Kathy 
for reservations, 462-2777 or e-mail 
ChristianKindness@sbcglocal.net
Tri-Valley Unity Church
Tri-Valley Unity Church meets at 10 
a.m. every Sunday at the Radisson 
Hotel, 6680 Regional St., Dublin. 
Worship service and children’s school 

will be offered as well. Call 829-2733 
or visit www.trivalleyunity.com. 

Sports
Pleasanton Lacrosse Club Spring 
Registration
Pleasanton Lacrosse Club’s  spring 
2007 season registration is now open. 
Programs are available for girls and 
boys entering grades 3-8. The season 
runs from February through mid May. 
Register early, as spots are limited and 
additional fees for late registration will 
apply. Call 998-5550 or visit www.
pleasantonlacrosse.com.
Sea Devils
The Tri-Valley Sea Devils team is look-
ing for year-round swimmers. Call 
Hope, 469-8495.
Women Golfers Needed
The Tuesday Morning Callippe Niners, 
a women’s golf club, is looking for 
new members. Call Sandi Snyder, 
462-0288 if interested.

Support Groups
Bereavement Support Group
This group of the Catholic Community 
of Pleasanton meets at 7:30 p.m., 
the second and fourth Thursdays 
monthly, and is for anyone of any faith 

at St. Elizabeth Seton Church, 4001 
Stoneridge Drive. Call Mary, 846-
5377.
Bipolar Support Group
The Tri-Valley Bipolar Support Group, 
which provides peer support for 
people with mood disorders, meets 
7:15 to 8:45 p.m. every Wednesday 
at St. Clare’s Episcopal Church, 3350 
Hopyard Road. Call 560-0842,e-mail 
trivalleybipolar@hotmail.com., or visit 
www.namitrivalley.org.

TV30
Let’s Talk Sports
This week on “Let’s Talk Sports,” Dr. 
B boxes with Andre Ward, Olympic 
gold medalist adn undefeated pro, at 
Kings Gym. Show airs on channel 30. 
Visit www.tv30.org for updated show 
times.
Mayors’ Report
The four Tri-Valley mayors discuss 
issues facing the Valley at 10 a.m. and 
5 p.m., Dec. 2 and 3 on channel 30.
Past Lives, Dreams, Soul Travel
Eckankar, a nonprofit organization and 
church based in Minnesota, is hosting 
a show on TV 26 every Friday at 4 
p.m. titled, “Past Lives, Dreams, Soul 
Travel.” Visit www.eckankar.org for 
more information. 
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PLEASANTON
1477 Trimmingham Drive $669,999
3 Bedroom - 2 1/2 Bath home with 1731 S.F. New 
Appliances.New Roof with Warranty.  Hardwood Floor-
ing Downstairs & Up the Stairs! Newly Landscaped. 
417-2250

3019 E Ruby Hill $2,199,000
CUSTOM Home with  Pool, Spa, BBQ, Fireplace and 
Views. Huge Kitchen Nook, Family Room, Guest Suite, 
Office and a Bonus Room.  All of this and Privacy too! 
417-2250

2193 Canosa Court $2,975,000
Custom Home at Ruby Hill. At the End of a Cul-de-Sac, 
Backing Open Space. The “Great Room” Style includes 
the Kitchen, Nook, Family Room and Wet Bar. 417-2250

3576 Florian St  $749,000
Best looking listing in this price range* Wood flooring 
in entry, bath, & kitchen* HUGE master suite w/sit-
ting area*dual pane windows w/2 inch white blinds* 
463-9500

3231 Vineyard Avenue  $70,000
Lovely home, covered front porch with patio room for 
hobbies, outdoor shed, extra covered car port. Spacious 
living room & dinning room w/built in hutch. 463-9500

5625 Baldwin  $635,000
Backs to open space! Stunning oversized back yard** 
Veranda off master bedroom with views of hills**NO 
REAR NEIGHBORS** Huge Living room** 463-9500

DUBLIN
7538 Rolling Hills Cir  $569,000
Vault ceiling/ lots of windows, bright and spacious. 2nd 
story overlooks living area, w/ fireplace & dining rm, 
fenced yard & aggregate patio. 2 Car attached garage. 
463-9500

5219 SAN VICIENTE LOOP   $719,000
Kitchen has granite countertops, maple cabinets and 
opens up to the family room. Entertainment center, 
marble and tile floors and private backyard. 463-9500

LIVERMORE
1753 Corte Sueno $579,950
Patio & garden area and 1 bedroom downstairs with 
a full bath. Large open loft used as office.  Open floor 
plan, super long driveway & a Court Location! 
417-2250

1006 Baltusrol Road $589,000
Two tone paint, hardwood floors, slate tile patio, open 
space in the front, and a 2 car garage. Very clean and 
open home.  Private Drive in a Court. 417-2250

1710 Mallard Court $799,000
Walking distance to schools and shopping. Tile floor-
ing, neutral carpet, 1full bed and bath downstairs, 
large side yard access, large corner lot and more! 
417-2250

457 James Street $579,000
Wood flooring, dual pane windows, new tile showers, 
new sinks & stools--new stucco exterior-fresh paint thru-
out, new furnace & hot water heater. 463-9500

5110 Peony Drive  $530,000
Backyard features space for play, picnics. Newer comp 
roof, laminated floors in living area, vinyl in kitchen 
and bathrooms. Gas stove, tile counters. 463-9500

5645 Firestone Road  $499,990
Great value!! Side yard access!! Charming single story 
home w/ functional floor plan!! Updated kitchen & 
baths! Fresh paint! Dual pane windows! 463-9500

California Realty

3182 Bay Meadows Court $1,645,000
Livermore - The big wrap around porch invites you into this 
warm & lovely home.  The floor-plan feels like a custom de-
sign with the hardwood floors, granite, stone, & tile.  Features 
include an office, au-pair or in-law suite in main home, an 
entertainment center, game room, plus a 700sqft room above 
the garage with a 5th bath! 417-2250

1940 Armondo Court $2,950,000
Pleasanton - Brilliant NEW custom home in Ruby Hill by Chin 
and Nelson. You will find this home on a quiet secluded cul-
de-sac with great sun exposure and some views of Mt Diablo. 
Call Inside the home features 5 bedrooms, an office, a fun 
huge kitchen and family room. 417-2250

993 Piemonte Drive $3,050,000
Pleasanton - Prairie style, single story home on the golf 
course with pool! Porte-cochere entry, interesting angles, 
fine craftsmanship, innovative design & pure elegance. 4th 
bedroom is currently an exercise room and can be converted 
back. Everything in this home is top quality! Great home for 
entertaining! A Must See! 417-2250

1855 Sannita Place $3,290,000
Pleasanton – A Magnificent Custom-Built “Italian Villa” in 
the Gated Community of Ruby Hill!  Situated on a Quiet 
Cul-de-sac with Spectacular Views, a Private Setting, a Large 
Rear-Yard with a Pool and Spa, an Impressive Home Theater, a 
Fantastic Floor Plan and Timeless Architecture! 417-2250

www.prurealty.com for all our listings

Two Pleasanton locations to serve you...

Agents Come Join The #1 Company In The East Bay!

Hopyard Office (925) 463-9500
6111 Johnson Ct., Ste. 110

Ruby Hill (925) 417-2250 
101 East Vineyard Ave, Ste. 103

FINE HOMES

FINE HOMES

FINE HOMES

3737 MARLBORO WAY  $398,000
Perfectly located single story (nobody above you) in impec-
cable condition. End unit at back of complex. Updated kitchen, 
neutral decor, pleasant patio--convenient location for com-
muting & near Trader Joe’s. 463-9500

4480 DEL VALLE PKWY  $429,999
Walk to downtown Pleasanton in 2 minutes from this beauti-
ful townhome! Priced below every other 3 bedroom in town, 
this one will not last long. Upgraded throughout with newer 
carpeting and pergo flooring, granite countertops and tile in 
bathrooms. Lovely, private back patio! 463-9500

5230 Crestline Way  $899,000
MOTIVATED Sellers and what a home! Remodeled to perfec-
tion- sparking kitchen w/ granite tops, stainless appliances 
pantry & garden window, rich cherry wood floors, dual panes, 
crown molding, baseboards, distinctive lighting, huge back 
yard w/ a great patio & shade trees + workshop/playhouse. 
463-9500

2958 LIBERTY DR  $645,000
Pristine home w/ prime location & many upgrades including 
laminate wood floors, designer paint, new roof, no popcorn 
ceilings, cust. Window cov, carpet, fireplace w/ mantel! Quaint 
yard w/ deck. Lovley private setting across fr stunning views & 
open space. 463-9500

FINE HOMES


