










Page 6 • November 11, 2022 • Pleasanton Weekly

NEWSFRONT

BY NICOLE GONZALES

 Residents of Dublin joined city 
and school district officials last 
week for a celebration at the site 
of the anticipated second high 
school. Onlookers watched as the 
final steel beam in the construction 
process was placed — solidifying a 
major milestone for the project. 
 The “topping off” typically refers 
to the placing of the final beam 
in a steel structure. Midday on 
Friday, the Dublin Unified School 
District held a ceremony marking 
the occasion at the Emerald High 
School construction site, offering 
visitors the chance to witness the 
beam movement and tour the area. 
Though total construction is still 
incomplete, school staff said this 
occurrence signifies a major point 
in the development process. 
 Francis Rojas, founding princi-
pal, began with a speech that wel-
comed audience members and con-
firmed the to-be mascot of the new 
school: future students of Emerald 
High will be declared “Serpents”. 
 Rojas spoke to the Weekly about 
the event’s significance and shared 
reflections about the school’s 

progress so far. 
 “Today’s ceremony really focuses 
on a milestone in the construc-
tion process,” Rojas said, who has 
worked in education administra-
tion for almost 14 years. “It was 
one of the final beams of steel that’s 
been put into our structure for 
phase one.” 
 “This is also very symbolic of 
where we’re at in building the 
learning community for Emerald 
High School. Parallel to the phys-
ical construction of the school, 
we’re also designing and construct-
ing the academic and cultural pro-
grams for the school,” he added. 
 Rojas explained that the school 
has a design team, also present at 
the ceremony, who holds meetings 
every three weeks. 
 “We learn together about dif-
ferent innovations in education, 
trends in workforce development 
especially here in the Tri-Valley in 
the Bay Area, so we can prepare 
our students for that,” he said. 
 Following the ceremony, guests 
were invited to sign the beam 
before construction workers lifted 
and placed the final piece of steel. 

 Located at 3600 Central Pkwy., 
construction of the school began 
last December. The campus is set 
to accommodate approximately 
2,500 students upon completion 
of the building process. It is sched-
uled to close out spring of 2024. 
 “This is a testament to the 
dreams and the desires of this 

community to open up a second 
high school,” Rojas said. “It’s just 
an amazing project. We’re continu-
ing to build both physically and 
also culturally.” 
 “I’m looking forward to how it 
makes an impact in our commu-
nity. As a high school educator and 
administrator,” Rojas said. “High 

schools are the hub of a com-
munity. As families, we raise our 
children with hopes and dreams 
of their future and this is where it 
culminates before they move on to 
college or their career.” 
 More information about Emerald 
High School can be found at ehs.
dublinusd.org. 

BY JEREMY WALSH

 A Livermore man was arrest-
ed and charged with murder last 
week in connection with the August 
death of his young daughter who 
was found to have toxic levels of 
fentanyl in her system, according to 
authorities. 
 Justin Pittman, 22, was taken 
into custody without incident in 
Martinez on Nov. 2 and booked 
into the Santa Rita Jail on charg-
es that also include child abuse 
causing death and multiple special 
allegations. 
 His 23-month-old daughter, 
Francesca Pittman, died at an area 
hospital soon after emergency re-
sponders were called out to a house 
on Turnstone Drive for a report 
of a child who was not breathing 
around 4:30 p.m. Aug. 18, police 
said. 
 The ensuing investigation took 
multiple months before the au-
topsy and toxicology results were 
completed and the case forwarded 
to the Alameda County District 
Attorney’s Office for review and ul-
timately the issuance of a new arrest 
warrant last week for Justin Pittman 
— who had another misdemeanor 
case pending for allegedly assault-
ing a correctional deputy while he 
was in jail for five days after his 
daughter’s death before being re-
leased with charges not yet filed.

 “Fentanyl is an extremely dan-
gerous drug and impacts the lives 
of many,” Livermore Police Chief 
Jeramy Young said in a statement. 
“Fentanyl use and the illegal distri-
bution of the drug is a nationwide 
epidemic. This is a tragic loss for 
the family and our community, 
and I look forward to justice being 
served so there is some closure.”
 Young said the toddler’s death 
was among four fentanyl-related 
deaths recorded in the city of 
Livermore so far in 2022.
 According to police, Pittman ad-
mitted to using fentanyl two days 
before finding his daughter unre-
sponsive and acknowledged that 
the child could have been exposed 
to the drug. 
 Pittman, who is being held with-
out bail, appeared in Alameda 
County Superior Court in Dublin 
for arraignment on Monday but 
did not enter a plea to the charges, 
according to the DA’s office. His 
next court appearance is set for 
next Friday (Nov. 18). It was not 
immediately clear whether he is 
represented by an attorney yet.
 Livermore police Detective 
Ivan Alvarez described the sad 
scene when officers arrived at the 
house on Turnstone Drive, near 
Hagemann Park, in a probable 
cause declaration filed with the 
court. 

 A woman had called 9-1-1 
around 4:30 p.m. Aug. 18 to re-
port a child — later identified as 
Francesca Pittman — had been 
sleeping but now her skin was 
purple and she wasn’t breathing, 
according to Alvarez. A family 
member was performing CPR, and 
the first-arriving police officers pro-
vided assistance. 
 Paramedics soon took the 
23-month-old to a local hospi-
tal, where she died, according to 
Alvarez.
 During the ensuing investigation, 
detectives were told that the tod-
dler’s father, identified as Justin 
Pittman, was the sole adult care-
giver watching his daughter on the 
day she was found unresponsive by 
his wife, the girl’s mother, according 
to Alvarez.
 The mother told investigators that 
she got home from work around 4 
p.m. that day and soon after anoth-
er family member mentioned they 
hadn’t heard from Francesca all day, 
“which was odd behavior since the 
child was a healthy 23-month-old 
child,” Alvarez wrote.
 “The mother of the child went 
into the room and found Justin 
and the child on the bed. The 
mother of the child saw that the 
child was purple in color and unre-
sponsive,” Alvarez stated. “No other 
person was found to be in the room 

throughout the day or the night 
prior.”
 The mother carried the toddler to 
the backyard, where family mem-
bers began performing CPR and 
9-1-1 was called; they then con-
tinued life-saving measures as they 
brought the child to the driveway, 
according to Alvarez.
 Pittman reportedly told paramed-
ics upon arrival that they should 
give his daughter Narcan, a medica-
tion known as treatment for the ef-
fects of an opioid overdose, accord-
ing to Alvarez. When asked by an 
officer moments later, Pittman al-
legedly said the Narcan was needed 
due to possible fentanyl exposure. 
 Later, in an interview after 
Miranda rights were read, Pittman 
admitted being addicted to fentan-
yl, that he used it two days before 
finding his daughter unresponsive 
and that the child could have been 
exposed to fentanyl, according to 
Alvarez.
 “Justin told investigators that 
he did not know what happened 
to his child despite being the sole 
provider of the child and no other 
person had contact with the child 
that day,” Alvarez wrote. “Giving 
(sic) the totality of the circum-
stances, Justin was negligent in his 
cause for caring for his 23 month 
old child as his behavior and non-
expressive wellbeing caused the 

death of his child.”
 Livermore police reported arrest-
ing Pittman on Aug. 18 in connec-
tion with his daughter’s death, and 
he remained in Santa Rita Jail until 
Aug. 23, when he was released 
because charges had not been filed 
and the investigation was ongoing. 
 During his stay in jail, Pittman 
was accused of assaulting a correc-
tional officer on the evening of Aug. 
23. (Prosecutors filed misdemeanor 
charges of obstructing a peace of-
ficer and battery upon an officer 
against Pittman on Sept. 29, but 
they dismissed the case last Friday 
after his murder arrest “in the inter-
est of justice.”)
 Meanwhile, the investigation 
into Francesca Pittman’s death 
continued. 
 “After a thorough investigation 
and review of the autopsy and toxi-
cology reports, it was determined 
that the baby had toxic levels of fen-
tanyl in her blood at the time of her 
death. The Alameda County District 
Attorney’s Office issued a warrant 
for Pittman’s arrest,” Livermore po-
lice said on Nov. 3.
 Pittman was subsequently arrest-
ed without incident on the murder 
warrant on Nov. 2 at about 5 p.m. 
in the parking lot of a business in 
Martinez, according to police. 
 Pittman faces felony counts of 
murder and child abuse causing 
death, as well as special allega-
tions of having a prior violent or 
serious felony conviction, causing 
bodily harm, willful harm resulting 
in death and having a particularly 
vulnerable victim, according to the 
criminal complaint. 

Milestone for Emerald High, future home of the ‘Serpents’
Dublin’s second comprehensive high school hosts ‘topping off’ ceremony at construction site

Charges filed against Livermore man for 
daughter’s death from fentanyl
23-month-old girl died in August, leading to lengthy investigation

NICOLE GONZALES

Construction workers place the final beam on the Emerald High School steel structure. This marks the “topping off” of 
the project, a major milestone for the Dublin school district staff.
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NEWSFRONT

BY NICOLE GONZALES

 Dublin city leaders and com-
munity members celebrated at a 
recent ribbon-cutting and grand-
opening ceremony for the final 
phase of the 60-acre Fallon Sports 
Park. 
 Various sports teams, resi-
dents and outdoor enthusiasts 
commingled with Mayor Melissa 
Hernandez and other prominent 
members of city government on 
Oct. 22 to watch the official park 
recognition event. Completed in 
three main phases, Fallon Sports 
Park rests on Lockhart Street in 
Dublin, between Gleason Drive 
and Central Parkway. 
 Fallon features four synthetic 
turf soccer fields, a baseball dia-
mond, four bocce courts, a crick-
et field, four tennis courts, four 
basketball courts, two softball 
fields and four volleyball courts. 
Each is equipped with adequate 
nighttime lighting. Additionally, 
the park hosts batting cages, two 
playgrounds and seating areas for 
picnics. 
 Residents are able to reserve 

fields at the park online for lim-
ited times based on availability. 
Fallon Sports Park will also serve 
as the meeting ground for many 
local athletic teams, Dublin Little 
League included. 
 Many of the city’s prominent 
officials who attended the event 
spoke about the park via social 
media. Shawn Kumagai, Dublin 
council member, said on Twitter, 
“I’m honored to open up our new 
fields, including the Tri-Valley’s 
very first cricket field.” 
 Jean Josey, vice mayor of 
Dublin, echoed the excitement 
of the opening ceremony in her 
tweet, “this was a great morning, 
so fun to throw out a first pitch.” 
 Development of the park was 
separated into three parts, each 
with specific construction and 
design elements.  
 First set in motion in July 
2010, the park’s first phase in-
cluded 28 acres of the initial 
development. March 2018 saw 
the second phase milestone and 
19.75 acres of new installments. 
The third phase, known as the 

Upper Terrace, placed the final 14 
acres, marking the completion of 
the full park. 
 The development process was 

overseen by landscape and archi-
tecture firm, Carducci Associates. 
The San Francisco-based com-
pany has built other outdoor 

recreation areas across California, 
including one of Dublin’s other 
large public projects, Emerald 
Glen Park. 

Fallon Sports Park opens final phase
Dublin welcomes residents to newest athletics amenities

COURTESY CITY OF DUBLIN

Dublin city staff and residents stand by as the Fallon Sports Park ribbon-cutting ceremony is about to begin.

elected official.
 That set the new monthly pay 
rate of $1,321.92 for council mem-
bers and $1,421.92 for the mayor.
 “They’re paying $20 an hour at 
Chick-fil-A,” Brown said. “If you 
were paid $20 an hour, you would 
earn about $3,400 a month ... 
we’re a third of that. This is a sti-
pend. I’m worth more.”
 At the previous council meet-
ing on Oct. 18, Vice Mayor Valerie 
Arkin motioned for staff to con-
tinue the item to the next meet-
ing because she wanted to avoid 
the discussion becoming political, 
which is what Brown said ended up 
happening anyway. The item was 
originally on the Nov. 1 consent 
calendar, which are items that are 
routine in nature and are usually 
approved without discussion, but 
Councilmember Jack Balch mo-
tioned to pull it out of consent and 
have it be heard as a public item.
 The discussion came exactly one 

week before the general election, 
when two council member posi-
tions are being contested along 
with Brown unopposed on the 
ballot. 
 “It was my preference to not 
have it heard before the election in 
order for it not to become political, 
which I guess too late for that,” 
Arkin said.
 She originally motioned to hold 
the item, along with another simi-
lar item on the Oct. 18 agenda that 
had to do with health benefits for 
council members, until after the 
local campaign season.
 But the reason the council had 
to vote on this particular item 
concerning their salaries by this 
past week was because from a pro-
cedural point of view, they couldn’t 
delay compensation for the new 
incoming council members. 
 In fact, one of the reasons Balch 
did not agree with the item was 
because he believed the coun-
cil should have addressed both 
items on stipends and benefits in 
the same meeting for the sake of 
transparency.

 “I think transparency is key 
in government, especially when 
we’re talking about the handling of 
public money for the purposes of 
compensating the mayor and City 
Council members,” Balch said. “I 
think we should be as forthright 
and transparent as possible.”
 He added that in light of key 
issues the city is facing such as 
chemicals in the wells and afford-
able housing growth, he doesn’t see 
why staff needed to dedicate their 
time for that particular item.
 “I think council stipends as well 
as council benefits should all be at 
the same night and fully disclosed 
with a fuller conversation,” Balch 
said.
 Councilmember Kathy Narum, 
who also voted against the increase, 
said that while she was fine with 
splitting the increase up into two 
smaller percentages over the next 
two years, she was not fine with the 
total 10% increase.
 “I’ve never viewed this as a job. 
It’s public service. It’s a form of 
volunteering,” said Narum, whose 
tenure on the council ends next 

month. “It’s an honor for us to be 
able to sit up here, the great ma-
jority of the time and so, for me, 
I can’t support a (10%) raise for 
us, when we’re handing out 3.5% 
raises to our employees.”
 Narum referenced the recent 
council approvals to increase man-
agerial positions in the city by 3% 
and she also referenced Pleasanton 
Police Department and Livermore-
Pleasanton Fire Department’s salary 
contracts.
 “It’s not about the total sum. It’s 
just about what’s the message,” she 
said. “So for me, I would support 
3.5% per year ... that’s not a prob-
lem. But I can’t support the (10%) 
in light of what we’re doing for our 
employees.”
 However, Councilmember Julie 
Testa did not agree with both dis-
senters’ points but she did agree 
that there are more important 
things to be talking about other 
than the “political grandstanding 
that’s happening right now.”
 “The amount is a stipend. It is 
not a salary,” Testa said. “We don’t 
get paid for the amount of time 

committed, and no one does for the 
money; you’d be foolish to for what 
this amount is. There’s no effort at 
avoiding transparency.”
 Brown also doubled down on 
what she said is a justifiable com-
pensation for the amount of pro-
fessional and personal time she has 
given up in order to do the work as 
mayor of Pleasanton.
 “This is our responsibility — to 
take the final vote of over $100 
million worth in budgets, over al-
most 500 employees that fall under 
our general responsibility,” Brown 
said. “I lose (a lot of) personal time, 
but I’m not doing it for the money.”
 She said she is proud of her job 
and that because it’s built into the 
city’s codes, she should be able to 
vote on increasing her stipend.
 “Our own civil code allows us to 
take a 5% raise (per year),” Brown 
said. “I’m surprised that anybody 
would use a salary comparison to a 
stipend position. I’m just surprised. 
So it does feel political.”
 The salary increase would go 
into effect for the upcoming coun-
cil starting in December. 

STIPENDS
Continued from Page 5

shortages that were impacting 
day-to-day operations, the cou-
ple said they have decided to call 
it quits.
 “We want to thank all of our 
wonderful patrons for their years 
of support — and for creating 
so many lasting memories with 
us and our great staff,” the web-
site stated. “We hope these last 

couple of months are a time for 
us to come together and make 
our final dining experiences to-
gether just as special.”
 But the intent on closing the 
restaurant isn’t something that is 
new.
 The Barones announced their 
intent to shut down early in 2021 
and even tried to propose plans 
to redevelop the downtown site 
into residential housing.
 The initial plan, which was 

submitted to the Planning 
Commission, was to build an 
11-unit detached single-family 
residential project — seven of 
which would also include acces-
sory-dwelling units (ADUs) — at 
the properties at 475 and 493 St. 
John St.
 But the couple found out that 
if they wanted to do that, their 
design plans needed to include 
commercial space and couldn’t 
be entirely residential due to city 

regulations.
 When the City Council up-
dated Pleasanton’s Downtown 
Specific Plan in 2019, the area 
was designated as commercial. 
It allowed for residential use on 
certain sites if some commercial 
space was included.
 At the time, the council called 
an exclusively residential project 
on the Barone’s site not desirable 
and city staff also said they re-
ceived numerous messages about 

the project from residents, with 
the majority opposed to building 
more housing on the site.
 Ellen Clark, director of commu-
nity development, told the Weekly 
that the city did receive a revised 
project application for the Barone’s 
site last December. The project is 
currently under city and California 
Environmental Quality Act review 
to be potentially identified as a 
new mixed-use housing project for 
downtown Pleasanton.  

BARONE’S
Continued from Page 5
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BY CIERRA BAILEY

Husband and wife duo David 
and Tonya Godinez have 
taken their culinary passion 

project to a new level with their 
budding pop-up catering business, 
Ominous Burgers.
 After officially launching in June 
2021, Ominous Burgers has been 
serving signature burgers at vari-
ous venues and events throughout 
the community including Altamont 
Beer Works, McGrail Vineyards and 
the Livermore Valley Craft Beer 
Festival, among others.
 David Godinez — the chef be-
hind Ominous Burgers — told the 
Weekly in a recent interview that 
his love for cooking stems from 
growing up around the restaurant 
industry. He was raised by a single 
mother who supported her three 
children by waitressing at a Chinese 
food restaurant in Fremont for 30 
years.
 “Like any typical single mom 
with kids, you’re pretty much raised 
in the restaurant,” Godinez said. He 
recalled that by about 8 or 9 years 
old, he had started helping out as 
well by cleaning and bussing tables. 
“I was pleased as punch to make 
$2 or $3 by the end of night,” he 
said, adding that as he got older, he 
worked his way up to helping in the 
kitchen and eventually cooking.
 Though he ultimately pursued 
a career in the financial industry, 
Godinez said he continued to cook 
for his family — which includes his 
wife and three children — and for 
gatherings with friends.
 It was at one of these get-togeth-
ers that he was encouraged by his 
friends to pursue cooking seriously.
 While opening a traditional 
restaurant was not realistic for 
Godinez, starting up a small, mo-
bile catering business was doable. 
Godinez reached out to Shadow 
Puppet Brewing Company to part-
ner as a food vendor. After a trial 
run cooking for the crew, Godinez 
was invited to return as a food 
vendor once a week and Ominous 
Burgers took off from there.
 “It started as a hobby for us and 
it just exploded into a full-blown 
business,” Godinez said.
 Godinez comes up with recipes 
while his wife Tonya — whose day 
job is in advertising — handles the 
“front of the house” duties and the 
business side of the company. Their 
kids help out as well, with serving at 

events and even taste-testing poten-
tial new menu items.
 One of Ominous Burgers’ top 
sellers is their signature teriyaki, 
pineapple “Aloha Burger” prepared 
“Mala style,” which is named for 
their daughter who came up with 
the idea to add their specialty 
“51/50” sauce (a spicy mayo) to the 
toppings.
 While he and his family currently 
live in Union City, Godinez said that 
Livermore is like a second home to 
them with his office based in town 
and his many friends at the local 
wineries and breweries.
 In addition to allowing him to 
express his creativity through food, 
Godinez’s business philosophy has 
a focus on connecting and giving 
back to the community.
 “One of the reasons why we don’t 
have a food truck is because we 
decided that we’d rather be on the 
ground level where we can talk to 
the people that order. We have peo-
ple that come weekly before work 
and we get the hugs, we get the 
handshakes, we get kids running up 
to us and we give them little gummy 
burgers,” Godinez said, adding that 
the pop-up allows for more per-
sonal interaction rather than being 
up high in a truck serving through 
a window.
 Through Ominous Burgers, 
Godinez also collects “tips” in a jar 
that are donated to various causes, in-
cluding Make-A-Wish Foundation, 

UCSF Give Breast Cancer the Boot, 
the Firefighters Burn Institute and 
Shriners Hospitals for children.
 Godinez said his family has per-
sonal connections with some of 
the organizations they’ve supported 
thus far. “My oldest son had heart 
problems. He’s had five open heart 
surgeries before he was 10 and he 
was a Make-A-Wish patient, so that 
was the first one I wanted to target 
and it meant a lot to us,” he said.
 They chose the Give Breast 
Cancer the Boot initiative because 
Tonya lost her mother to breast 
cancer and her sister is in remis-
sion. Godinez also said his brother 
was a Shriners patient when he was 
young.
 In addition to their support of 
nonprofits, they’ve donated catering 
services to local schools for special 
events like back-to-school nights.
 During the holiday season, they 
collect toys to donate to Adopt 
an Angel as part of the United 
Motorcycle Clubs of Alameda and 
other children’s charities. Godinez 
is a motorcycle enthusiast who be-
longs to a motorcycle club called 
Ominous MC California — hence 
the name of the food stand and its 
logo which is styled like a motor-
cycle patch.
 They’ve kicked off their holiday 
toy drive again this year on Nov. 1 
and Godinez is determined to fill 
their box. “I’m not just asking, I re-
ally want to get that bucket filled ...  

For these kids to get toys is really 
nice,” he said.
 Looking ahead to the future, 
Godinez said they want to expand 
beyond burgers and become more 
of a multifaceted catering company. 
“We’re more than just a burger 

stand,” Godinez said, noting that 
Tonya can also cook.
 Ominous Burgers shares its week-
ly schedule on Instagram along with 
current menu items and other con-
tent, including dishes they make for 
their family at home. 

What’s happening around 
the Valley in music, theater, 

art, literature and moreTri-Valley Life
Ominous Burgers makes its mark 

on Livermore food scene
‘It started as a hobby for us and it just exploded into a full-blown business’

COURTESY DAVID GODINEZ

Two of Ominous Burgers’ top sellers are the Yippee Ki Yay Western Burger with 
fried onions and barbecue sauce (left) and the Aloha “Mala style”  
(right) named after the owners’ daughter.

COURTESY DAVID GODINEZ

Ominous Burgers is owned and operated by Tonya and David Godinez.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR COMMUNITY  POST CALENDAR ITEMS AT PLEASANTONWEEKLY.COMCalendar
Enertainment
JAZZ AT INKLINGS Featuring guest 
jazz vocalist Jenna Mammina 
and the local Matt Finders Trio. 
Free with limited seating. 5:30-
7p.m., Nov. 11. Reserve at info@
pleasantonjazzsociety.com. 

TRIBUTE TO COUNT BASIE & DUKE 
ELLINGTON Two of the very best big 
band leaders honored in one show 
at the Bankhead, featuring the Mills 
Brothers. 3 p.m., Nov. 13. Tickets 
$53-$83. Visit livermorearts.org. 

BANKHEAD PRESENTS JOSE FELICIANO 
9-time Grammy winner Jose Feliciano 
will perform some of his greatest hits. 
8 p.m., Nov. 18. Tickets $105. Visit 
livermorearts.org.

SPARC THEATER PRESENTS 
BASILOSAURUS Shakespeare and 
Performing Arts Regional Company 
(SPARC) presents through spoken 
word “Basilosaurus” part of its 
second annual Science@Play 
reading series. Performed at the 
SPARC Studio in Livermore, this 
story was inspired by the evolution 
of prehistoric whales. 7 p.m., Nov, 
18-20. Visit SparcTheater.org.

THE TOAG QUARTET  Oakland-
based ensemble The TOaG Quartet 
debuts their new music showcase 
featuring never before heard 
compositions from their upcoming 
third album. 8 p.m., Nov. 18. Tickets 
$15-$25. Visit firehousearts.org.

DEL VALLE FINE ARTS PRESENTS 
Pawlik-Merks-Wyrick: Piano Violin 
Cello, three of the Bay Area’s finest 
musicians combine for this trio at the 
Bankhead Theater. 7:30 p.m., Nov. 
19. Tickets $55. Visit livermorearts.
org.

BANKHEAD PRESENTS STUNT DOG 
EXPERIENCE Chris Perondi’s Stunt 
Dog Experience is Dog Gone Fun for 
the entire family. See them live on 
stage at the Bankhead. 3 p.m., Nov. 
20. Tickets $35. Visit livermorearts.
org. 

CHORUS ECLECTIC Chorus Eclectic 
shares a vibrant evening of song as 
this concert celebrates and meditates 
on the beauty and splendor of 
the natural world around us. 5 
p.m., Nov. 20. Tickets $25. Visit 
firehousearts.org.

MANIA! TRIBUTE TO THE BEATLES The 
Beatles band Mania has been playing 
to packed theaters and screaming 
audiences throughout California. 
This is a show for all generations. 
7:30 p.m., Nov. 25. Tickets $38-$58. 
Visit livermorearts.org. Mania! 

Exhibits 
THE FRANCHISE SHOW AT THE 
FAIRGROUNDS This show invites you 
to an exciting event to meet face-
to-face with representatives from 
top franchise businesses looking to 
expand or develop in San Francisco. 
Industry experts will be on hand to 
ask questions. Nov. 19-20. Tickets 
$10. Visit alamedacountyfair.com. 

PLEASANTON ART LEAGUE MEMBERS’ 
EXHIBIT The group’s 15th annual 
Fall Members Show comes to the 
Harrington Gallery exhibiting a 

variety of 2D and 3D. Through Dec. 
17. 444 Railroad Ave. Visit pal-art.
com. 

MODERN EXPRESSIONISM EXHIBIT 
AT THE BANKHEAD Shape, Form, 
and Color:Modern Expressionism 
is an exhibit around the depth and 
expanse of Surrealism,featuring 
works by Alexander Calder and Joan 
Miro. Thursday-Sundays, 1-5 p.m., 
through Dec. 4.

Seniors
TECH TUTORING AT THE SENIOR 
CENTER If struggling with a PC 
laptop, tablet or smartphone, one-
on-one tutoring sessions are available 
at the Pleasanton Senior Center. 
Wednesdays, 9 a.m.-10 a.m. Bring 
device to session. $2.50R/$4NR. Call 
925-931-5365. 

MOVIES MADNESS AT THE SENIOR 
CENTER Monday Movie Madness is 
the second and fourth Monday of 
the month at the Pleasanton Senior 
Center. “Mr. Holmes”, 1:15 p.m., 
Nov. 14. Free. 

LARPD TRIP TO POINSETTIA FARM  
Get ready for the holidays and pick 
up great hostess gifts or stocking 
stuffers on this Olives & Poinsettias 
trip to Modesto. The tour includes 
Sciabica’s California Olive Oil Co. 
and Duarte’s Poinsettia Farm. 9:15 
a.m.-5 p.m., Nov. 15. $60/R/$66NR. 
To register call 925-373-5763. 

AGE WELL DRIVE SMART Keys to 
driving safer and driving longer at 
this free workshop presented by the 
California Highway Patrol. Let the 
CHP point out ways to keep the 
ability to drive as long as possible. 
10-11 a.m., Nov. 16. Pleasanton 
Senior Center. 

READER’S THEATER GROUP Join for 
a performance of the Pleasanton 
Senior Center Reader’s Theater 
Group with the focus on the written 
word. 11 a.m., Nov. 17. Senior 
Center Classroom. 

PLEASANTON SENIOR CENTER 
LUNCHES Senior Lunches (60+) served 
in the Main Hall, 11:45 a.m.-12:45 
p.m., Monday-Friday. For more 
information call Open Heart Kitchen 
at 925-500-8241. 

MEALS ON WHEELS Meals on Wheels 
provides home delivered meals (60+). 
Call 925-931-5385.

PLEASANTON RIDES Pleasanton 
Rides is a door-to-door, shared-
ride transportation service 
for Pleasanton Seniors. For 
reservations and information call 
925-398-1045. 

Festivals and 
Fairs
EAGLES AUXILIARY CRAFT BOUTIQUE 
Visit with local artists displaying and 
selling handmade crafts along with a 
bake sale at the annual craft holiday 
show. 9 a.m.- 3 p.m., Nov 12. 527 
N. Livermore Ave. 

LIVERMORE LIONS CLUB CHRISTMAS 
BOUTIQUE  Vendors selling 
handmade crafts and Lions selling 
strawberry/banana crepes, burgers, 

hotdogs and hot soup. 10 a.m.-4 
p.m,, Nov. 12. Bothwell Arts Center. 

APPRENTICESHIP CAREER FAIR 
Apprenticeships are a combination 
of paid on-the-job training and 
classroom instruction where one 
earns as they learn. Join for this 
first-ever Apprenticeship Career Fair. 
3-6 p.m., Nov. 16. Tri-Valley Career 
Center, 5860 Owens Drive, 3rd Floor, 
Pleasanton.

EARLIER THAN THE BIRD The 
Livermore pajama shopping tradition 
is back so come down early to start 
Holiday shopping with friends and 
family. Wear pajamas and get the 
official giveaway for the season 
and receive additional prizes from 
boutique shops.7-10 a.m., Nov. 19. 
Visit livermoredowntown.com. 

TRI-VALLEY TURKEY BURN The 
annual Thanksgiving Day Tri-Valley 
Turkey Burn is a family-friendly fun 
run/walk/stroll that benefits local 
youth programs of the Tri-Valley. 
Nov. 24. For more information visit 
trivalleyturkeyburn.org. 

Farmers’ 
Markets
PLEASANTON FARMERS’ MARKET 
The Pleasanton Farmers’ Market is 
Saturday year round, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
West Angela Street. Visit pcfma.
org/pleasanton.

LIVERMORE SUNDAY FARMERS’ 
MARKET Gather for music, food 
and fresh local and organic 
products directly from producers. 
Support small businesses and local 
sustainable agriculture. 9 a.m.-1 
p.m., Sundays. Between J and L 
streets.

Support 
FREE HOT MEALS Prepared by 
Open Heart Kitchen. Monday-
Friday, 1-3 p.m. 4444 East Ave., 
Livermore. Dine-in or take-out. 
Visit openheartkitchen.org. 

NAMI TRI-VALLEY PARENT 
RESOURCE AND SUPPORT GROUP 
A free monthly parent support 
group for parents with children 
under the age of 18 diagnosed 
with or suspected of having a 
psychiatric problem. 7 p.m., Nov. 
15. Contact Marsha McInnis 925-
980-5331 or email marsha@nami-
trivalley.org. 

SEXUAL ASSAULT SUPPORT GROUP 
Tri-Valley Haven’s Sexual Assault 
Support Group, 4-5:30 p.m., Nov. 
17. Participants must register in 
advance to Olga at 925-667-2705 
or email olga@trivalleyhaven.org. 
3663 Pacific Ave., Livermore. 

PLEASANTON MILITARY FAMILIES 
PACK OUT Join the Pleasanton 
Military Families Pack Out 
to send care packages to our 
troops. Requested donation 
items can be found at 
pleasantonmilitaryfamilies.org. 
Pre-packout, 3:30-6 p.m., Nov. 
18. Packout, 8:45 a.m.-12 p.m., 
Nov. 19. Veterans Memorial 
Building. 

7TH ANNUAL MONY NOP TURKEY 
DROP Help local families in need 
by dropping off a frozen turkey, 
gift cards or cash. 10 a.m.- 1 
p.m., Nov. 20. Livermore City 
Hall, 1052 S. Livermore Ave. 

TRI-VALLEY COMMUNITY-
THANKSGIVING DINNER Join for 
a traditional sit-down dinner. 
This free dinner serves seniors, 
military, veterans, singles and 
anyone in need in the Tri-Valley 
community. 12-4 p.m., Nov. 24. 
St. Raymond Catholic Church, 
Moran Hall, 11555 Shannon Ave., 
Dublin. To volunteer, visit TVC-
Thanksgiving.com. 

TRI-VALLEY HAVEN NEEDS FOOD 
DRIVE HOSTS Tri-Valley Haven is 
critically low on canned food and 
is looking for employers, schools 
and individuals to host a canned 
food drive for the Haven’s pantry 
needs. If interested please contact 
reney@trivalleyhaven.org. Barrels 
are provided. 

VOLUNTEER FOR TRI-VALLEY 
HAVEN Tri-Valley Haven’s 
Volunteer Program provides 
satisfaction and fulfillment and 
thrives on its diverse mix of 
volunteers who field calls on the 
crisis line, advocate for survivors, 
take care of children, distribute 
food or work at the Thrift Store. 
For more information visit 
trivalleyhaven.org/volunteer. 

Talks
AMADOR VALLEY QUILTERS April 
Sproule, an artist whose medium 
is textiles, will speak on The Myth 
of Creative Genius, at the next 
Amador Valley Quilters meeting. 
April is a full-time studio artist who 
works as a designer and workshop 
facilitator. 12:30 p.m., Nov. 12. 
Visit amadorvalleyquilters.org. 

NOVEMBER RANGER PROGRAM Join 
Ranger Vickie to take a closer look 
at the turkeys in the park, then take 
a short walk out to look for them. 
There will be a craft to take home. 
12 p.m., Nov. 12. RSVP to 925-
960-2400. Sycamore Grove Park, 
5035 Arroyo Road. 

LIVERMORE-AMADOR GENEALOGICAL 
SOCIETY Madeline Yanov, owner of 
Time Travel Genealogy, presents 
“Ancestral Road Trips, Part I: East 

of the Mississippi”. This 2-part talk 
will focus on U.S. migration. 7-8:30 
p.m., Nov. 14. Visit l-ags.org.

ECHO HOUSING WORKSHOP: ALL 
ABOUT EVICTIONS AND RENTERS 
RIGHTS Pleasanton Library is 
collaborating with ECHO Housing 
to offer virtual workshops on 
important housing topics in 
Pleasanton. For this workshop 
facilitators will discuss evictions, 
the eviction moratorium in 
Alameda County and AB-1482. 
6-7:30 p.m., Nov. 17. Visit 
cityofpleasantonca.gov.

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC LIVE  Join 
biologist-turned-photographer 
Ronan Donovan at the Blackhawk 
Museum as he talks about his work 
in documenting animals and what 
we, as fellow social mammals, 
can learn from them. 7 p.m., 
Nov. 17. Tickets $20-$35. Visit 
blackhawkmuseum.org. 

TRI-VALLEY WRITERS Jill Hedgecock, 
Author and Freelance Writer, 
presents Muse Boards: A Visual 
Writing Aid for All Genres at the 
next Tri-Valley Writers meeting. This 
talk will describe how to make and 
use a muse board. Register by Nov. 
18 at trivalleywriters.org. Meeting 
2 p.m., Nov. 19, Four Points by 
Sheraton. 

INTERFAITH INTERCONNECT 
THANKSGIVING SERVICE Interfaith 
Interconnect will hold their annual 
interfaith Thanksgiving service 
which features a variety of ways 
different faiths and cultures express 
gratitude. 3:30-4:30 p.m., Nov. 
20. St Charles Borromeo Catholic 
Church, 1315 Lomitas Ave., 
Livermore. 

LAWYER IN THE LIBRARY This virtual 
program through the Pleasanton 
Library is every third Tuesday 
of the month. Each registrant 
will have a 15 to 20 minute free 
consultation. Registration closes 
the Saturday prior to the Tuesday 
event. 6-8 p.m. Visit https://www.
cityofpleasantonca.gov

HACIENDA PARK TOASTMASTERS  
Hacienda Park Toastmasters Club 
meets virtually via Zoom on the 1st, 
3rd and 5th Thursday of every month 
from 12p.m.-1 p.m. Overcome fear 
of speaking in a friendly, supportive 
atmosphere. Visit haciendapark.
toastmastersclubs.org.

Hello, I’m Honey 
Bunny!
My friends at the shelter describe 
me as a goofball and have waived 
my adoption fee to help me find 
a great home. I really love the 
company of people and their 
attention. When meeting dogs, I 
can be overzealous and energetic, 
so it’s best that I’m the only dog 
in the house. I’m a fun-loving, 
happy-all-the-time, glass-is-half-
full girl looking for someone who 
loves to laugh and play. After an 
exciting day of exploring, I’ll curl 
up with you in the evenings. Visit 
eastbayspca.org.

PET OF THE WEEK

EAST BAY SPCA










